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Outline
I. Introduction
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IV. Special Utility Permit Review
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VI. Common Mistakes
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DPIE Organization

Permitting & Licensing 
Division

Building Plan Review 
Division

Site/Road Plan Review 
Division

Associate Director
Mary C. Giles, P.E.

North District 
District Engineer

Steve Snyder, P.E.

Central District
District Engineer
George Holmes

South District
District Engineer

Mariwan Abdullah, P.E.

Traffic Engineering & 
Utility Section

Site/Road Plan Review 
Division

Chief Engineer
Rey de Guzman, P.E.

Inspections Division Enforcement Division

Site/Road Plan Review 
Division

Engineer V
Rene Lord-Attivor
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Traffic & Utility Section
Traffic Engineering & Utility Section

Engineer III 
George Gurara

(Traffic - Central/South)

Engineer III
Jahid Russel

(Traffic - North/Central)

Engineer I/II
Habtamu Zeleke

(Utility Policy Unit)

Senior Utility 
Technician

Michele Glaze
(Utility Policy Unit)

Engineer Technician
Greg Pearson

(Utility Policy Unit)
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Other Reviewers
Other Jurisdictions

When work falls within other jurisdictions, they should review
Occasionally we will be asked to review on their behalf
Any items that fall on SHA roadways are under their purview

Peer Review
There are Utility and Traffic Peer Reviewers available for expedited 

review

Private Roads
County does not review work on private roads 
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Maintenance 
Utility Permits
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Utility Policy Regarding Maintenance Utility Permits



Maintenance Utility Permit Quick Reference

 WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
REQUESTED AND INSPECTOR 
NOTIFIED

 EMERGENCY WORK WITH 
NOTIFICATION WITHIN 
24 HOURS

 CIP PROJECT WORK THAT HAS 
BEEN REQUESTED

 NO REQUEST MADE OR 
NOTIFICATIONS GIVEN

 WORK OUTSIDE OF THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY INCLUDING 
PUE

 NEW INSTALLATIONS AND 
UPGRADES

 MOST CUSTOMER RELATED 
WORK

ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED



Special 
Utility Permits
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Utility Policy Regarding Special Utility Permits



Special Utility Permit Quick Reference

 UTILITY WORK WITHIN THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY

 WORK OUTSIDE OF THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY INCLUDING 
PUE

 GRADING OTHER THAN FOR 
UTILITY INSTALLATION

 IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 
INSTALLATION

 CURB CUTS, DRIVEWAY 
INSTALLATIONS, AND 
TEMPORARY ACCESS ROADS

ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED





 Street Construction Permit
 For Right-of-Way Only
 Grading, Temporary Entrances/Curb Cuts, Oversize Vault modifications, Access 

Drives completely within r/w, Changes to Street Grade, etc.

 Requires SWM Concept Approval and/or Street Grade Establishment Approval

 Site Development Rough Grading Permit (Not Recommended)
 For Rough Grading Only
 Grading, Temporary Access Paths, etc. 

 Requires SWM Concept Approval and/or Street Grade Establishment Approval

 Site Development Fine Grading Permit
 For Work within the PUE, Combination Sites, Fine Grading, and Installation of 

Impervious outside of Right-of-Way

 All Construction including Special Utility Permit if desired

 Requires SWM Concept Approval and/or Street Grade Establishment Approval

 Haul Road/Timber Transport Permit
 Oversized/Overweight Vehicle Permit
 Restoration Bond/Driveway Bond Permit

Other Permits That May Be Required



Exemptions to Grading Ordinance



Exemptions to Stormwater
Management Ordinance





Submission/Review Process



 Online Application – 3 Steps
User Guide available online, 
http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/documentcenter/view/4929
 Register as a New User if not done previously and we will approve usually within 24 hours, 

http://dpiepermits.princegeorgescountymd.gov/

 Apply for a Special Utility Permit

 Upload Plans after ePlan email notification, 
https://eplans.princegeorgescountymd.gov/ProjectDox/

 Prescreen Review by Utility Section
 Utility Section will review submission and determine if complete.  If not, ePlan 

email notification of “Correction Request” will be sent to Applicant

 Determination of whether work should be located within an existing PUE 

 Determination of whether Traffic Review is required

 Reviews will be completed by Utility and Traffic Reviewers
 Current review time is 3+ weeks, but this varies based on volume of permits

 “Applicant Resubmit ePlan” email notification will indicate when 
markups are available via ePlan, if required to be addressed

 “Approved Plans Ready for Download” ePlan email notification will be 
sent when permit is issued

Submission/Review Process

http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/documentcenter/view/4929
http://dpiepermits.princegeorgescountymd.gov/
https://eplans.princegeorgescountymd.gov/ProjectDox/


Review Requirements — Layout



 For Dry Utilities, locate in the grass area behind the curb and gutter whenever 
possible

 Parallel to centerline/baseline

 Maintain 5’ horizontal and 1’ vertical clearance

 Maintain 2’ horizontal clearance from curb and gutter

 Appurtenances should not lie over or obstruct access to other utilities

 Cathodic Protection should be as close as possible to the main and all 
appurtenances should be on the same side of the pipe

 Test stations and other appurtenances should be flush mounted in grassed 
area, 2’ behind curb

 Crossings of roads should be at 90 degrees or 45 degrees

Review Requirements — Layout



Review Requirements — Must Have Items



 Existing, proposed, and ultimate right-of-way lines/widths and jurisdiction 

 Existing and proposed utilities and appurtenances including cathodic protection 
and foundations

 Existing, proposed, and ultimate pavement including type, width and 
moratorium status

 For Pavement Assessment and Projects go to PAMS Online, 
http://princegeorges.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b94b9
1ba595148edac49ae294926d61c

 Mill and overlay limits per Utility Policy

 Existing, proposed and ultimate other surfaces

Review Requirements — Must Have Items 

http://princegeorges.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b94b91ba595148edac49ae294926d61c


 Installation lengths in pavement and outside and restoration types in square 
footage

 Disposition of abandoned and disturbed items such as mains, signal devices, 
striping and speed humps

 Profile for main installations and bridge/oversize culvert crossings

 Traffic control notes, details and/or plans

 Construction schedule

Review Requirements — Must Have Items



Review Requirements — Other Necessary Items

 Current version of Special Details
 Notes regarding DPIE Inspection

notifications
 Notes regarding traffic signal

coordination/notifications
 Site specific notes
 Show test pit/boring/core locations

and include restoration
 Pavement marking notes/plans as

necessary
 Multiple location permits must be

divided per DPIE Inspection Districts
and limited to 40 plan sheets





What is Traffic Control?
Temporary Traffic Control (TTC) or Maintenance 

of Traffic (MOT) provides safe and positive 
direction for all roadway users (motorists, 
pedestrians and bicyclists) when temporary work 
activities (road construction, maintenance, 
utility work and roadway incidents) interfere 
with normal traffic flow.

Adequate TTC plans are vital in protecting both 
the public roadway users and the construction 
workers.
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When is a Traffic Control Plan required?

Any time work activity affects the travel way 
(roadway, bikeway, sidewalks) within the 
County right-of-way, a traffic control plan is 
required.

All approved permits that fit this criteria 
should include an approved traffic control 
plan.
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Design Guidelines
 Prince George’s County 

DPIE Traffic Control Plan 
Design Checklist
 Details the requirements for 

plan submittals

 Should be filled out and 
submitted with every plan 
submittal

 Found on DPIE Website

*Will be updated periodically
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Design Guidelines

 MD SHA Temporary Traffic 
Control Typical Applications
 Standard Details that cover:

 Sign & channelization device 
spacing

 Taper lengths

 Buffer lengths

 Typical applications

 Roadway types

 Speed

 Type of work

 Found on the MD SHA Website
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Design Guidelines

 MD Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MD 
MUTCD)

 Use when something is 
not addressed by the MD 
SHA TTCTA

 Find additional 
information about signs 
(designation, size, use)

 Found on MD SHA Website
30



Typical vs Specific Plans

 Plans for work scenarios 
that almost exclusively 
match the MD Typicals 
can be done 
using/showing the 
typicals, detailed 
sequence of 
construction and the 
other required items.

 More complicated jobs 
will have a 
specific/detailed plan 
sheet(s) showing the 
horizontal 
alignment/topo with 
actual signs, spacing, 
channelization devices, 
etc. and the other 
required items.
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Plan Sheet Requirements
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Plan Preparation – Plan Sheet Requirements

33

Permit #

SHA CADD 
Standards 



Plan Preparation – Plan Sheet Requirements
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Existing & temp pavement markings

Street names

Work zone

Lane use arrows

Signs with 
designation & 

sizes

Speed limit

Taper & buffer lengths



Tapers

Use the SHA TTCTA for reference tables
Should be based on prevailing (85th

percentile speed)
 In absence of the data, we would look at the design 

speed (usually 5-10 MPH higher than the posted)

35
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Buffers
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Signs
 Signs shall be used per the applicable 

MD STD Typical

 Designations and dimensions can be 
found in the MD MUTCD

 Sign spacing may be adjusted based on 
the speed limit of the roadway

 Signs should be shown in the direction in 
which the driver will see it

 Sign posts should be shown for all signs

 Signs shall not impede any roadways or 
walkways 38

MD 104.01-02



Pavement Markings
 All existing PMs should be shown on the plan

 When two-lane two-way roadways that have 
existing PMs are resurfaced, the impacted 
markings that are to be replaced in kind must be 
called out and identified on the plan.

 When two-lane two-way roadways with bike 
lanes and multilane roadways are resurfaced, a 
separate PM plan showing the existing markings 
to be replaced must be provided.  The date that 
the markings were field surveyed/verified should 
be noted on the plans.

 For the purposes of the TCP, existing markings 
may be temporarily covered

 There should be no conflicting markings during 
construction

 Temporary markings should be called out and 
identified

 There should be NO GRINDING of pavement 
markings unless previously discussed with the 
permitting agency 39



Channelizing Devices
 Spacing

 Taper – equal in feet to the posted speed (up to 
40 mph)

 Tangent – equal in feet to 2X the posted speed 
(up to 40 mph) in the buffer area

 Tangent – equal in feet to the posted speed (up to 
40 mph) in the area adjacent to the work zone

 Type

 Cones – may be used in lower speed, low volume 
areas (with no drop off)

 Drums – may be used in all scenarios where there 
is no significant drop-off

 Concrete barrier – where a drop off is present

40

MD STDs 104.01-30 A-D



Pavement Drop-Offs
 Drop-off of 2.5 inches or less 

(between traffic lanes) –

MD STD 104.06-15

 Drop-off of 2.5 inches or less 
(between traffic lanes & 

shoulder) – MD STD 104.06-16

41

Just requires 
signs



Pavement Drop-Offs
 Drop-off greater than 2.5 in, but equal to or less than 5 in (between traffic 

lanes & shoulder)

42

MD 104.01-28MD 104.06-17

4:1 or flatter
slope fillet wedge
required with the
drums OR must
use a concrete
barrier



Pavement Drop-Offs

WITHOUT adjacent lane closure WITH adjacent lane closure

43

Drop-off greater than 5 inches

Barrier required

Barrier NOT 
required

MD 104.06-18 MD 104.06-19



Concrete Barrier

44

Barrier Delineation
Barrier 4 ft or closer to edge line Barrier between 4 ft and 15’ from edge line

MD 104.01-25 MD 104.01-26



Concrete Barrier

45

Advance Channelization & Protection for Barrier Flare Section

MD 104.01-23A-B



Open Trenches/Barrier Use
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B-IV TRAFFIC CONTROL PLAN - CONCRETE BARRIER USE
B-38 MD STDs 104.06-15 – 104.06-19 shall be used for reference.
B-39 Trench depth shall be noted on the plans.
B-40 Concrete barrier shall be used when the criteria shown for trench depth in the above MD

STDs are met and the roadways where work is taking place is classified as a collector,
major collector or arterial.

B-41 Water filled or sand filled barrier may be used when the criteria shown for trench depth
in the above MD STDs are met and the roadways where work is taking place is classified as
an industrial, primary residential or secondary residential roadway.

B-42 Channelizing drums may be used when the criteria shown for the trench depth in the
above MD STDs are met and the roadways where work is taking place is classified as a
primary residential or secondary residential roadway AND the work zone is controlled by a
flagger.

B-43 For all open trench work, pedestrian safety must be addressed.



Open Trenches/Barrier Use
Flagger? Treatment Reference

Arterial No
Concrete barrier or 

buffer lane
MD 104.06-18
MD 104.06-19

Major Collector No
Concrete barrier or 

buffer lane
MD 104.06-18
MD 104.06-19

Collector
No Concrete barrier or 

buffer lane
MD 104.06-18
MD 104.06-19

Industrial No
Water/sand filled 

barrier*
MD 104.06-18

Primary Residential No
Water/sand filled 

barrier*
MD 104.06-18

Primary Residential Yes Channelizing drums MD 104.02-10

Secondary Residential No
Water/sand filled 

barrier*
MD 104.06-18

Secondary Residential Yes Channelizing drums MD 104.02-10

47
MDSHA Approved Water/sand filled barrier:

http://www.roads.maryland.gov/OMT/waterbarriers.pdf

http://www.roads.maryland.gov/OMT/waterbarriers.pdf


Special Attention

Bus Stops
Pedestrians
Temporary Road Closures
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Bus Stops
 Show all bus stops within the 

limits of the work area

 If the bus stop or bus stop 
access is affected by the 
construction, it needs to be 
addressed

 Coordination with DPWT 
Transit and/or WMATA may 
be necessary

49



Pedestrian Accommodations
 Contractors shall provide 

a clear, detectable, 
traversable, safe and 
handicap accessible path 
for pedestrians at all 
times during construction

 Keep in mind, pedestrians 
may be vision/hearing 
impaired, in a wheelchair, 
etc.

50



Pedestrian Accommodations

51

MD STDs 104.06-09A-D



Temporary Road Closures

 Should only be used when 
there is no other viable and 
safe traffic control 
alternative

 Requires review by and 
approval from DPIE & DPWT

52



Temporary Road Closures
 Applicant must submit a letter of request to the Director of DPIE

 Justification for closure

 Estimated duration of closure

 Proposed start date of closure

 Proposed detour plan

 DPIE reviews request to determine if necessary

 DPIE refers to DPWT for review and approval

 DPWT approves or rejects request 
 If approved, DPIE will issue final letter of approval

 Conditions will be specified (notification of agencies, public safety, residents, etc.)
53



Specific to Utility Plans
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E-3 — Traffic Control Table

55

WSSC CONTRACT NO. BRBT6012A16, FAIRHAVEN TRANSMISSION WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT 
TRAFFIC CONTROL TABLE

STREET FROM TO
POSTED 

SPEED LIMIT
PAVEMENT 

WIDTH
DESCRIPTION OF WORK

APPROX. 
DURATION

(WORKING DAYS)

WATER MAIN 
TRENCH DEPTH 

RANGE

APPLICABLE MOT 
STANDARDS

FAIRHAVEN 
AVE. US 301

MIDLAND 
TURN 25 MPH 36’

REPLACEMENT OF WATER MAINS, 
APPURTENANCES & SERVICES 137 4.3’ – 12.3’

MD 104.02-02, 104.02-
04, 104.02-10

FAIRGREEN 
LN.

TRUMPS HILL 
RD.

END OF CUL-
DE-SAC 25 MPH 26’

REPLACEMENT OF WATER MAINS, 
APPURTENANCES & SERVICES 23 4.5’ – 7.4’

MD 104.02-02, 104.02-10

FAIRGREEN 
CT.

FAIRGREEN 
LN.

END OF CUL-
DE-SAC 25 MPH 26’

REPLACEMENT OF WATER MAINS, 
APPURTENANCES & SERVICES 10 4.5’ – 5.9’

MD 104.02-02, 104.02-10

FIRGREEN 
TERR.

FAIRGREEN 
LN.

END OF CUL-
DE-SAC 25 MPH 26’

REPLACEMENT OF WATER MAINS, 
APPURTENANCES & SERVICES 12 4.3’ – 5.8’

MD 104.02-02, 104.02-10



Additional Consideration

Traffic signals and detection
Schools in vicinity
Speed humps
Extended or overnight work hours
Land use
Hourly volumes
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Commonly asked questions:
 Do the plans have to be to scale or can it be a sketch?

 The plans should be to scale, unless otherwise discussed with the reviewer.

 What happens when there is not enough space to accommodate the required 
signs?

 Signs may need to be placed on the approaching/adjacent roadways (with a 
plaque) to notify drivers.

 If the street is a dead end, a fewer number of signs may be used – always keep the 
sign that “tells the driver what to do”, at a minimum. 

 Can fewer signs be provided when working in residential 
areas/neighborhoods?

 Yes, but pertinent information must still be adequately provided to the motorist.

58



Wrong Permit Type



Wrong Permit Type



Not Parallel to Centerline



Meter Vaults in Right-of-Way



Mill and Overlay Limits

MILL AND OVERLAY NOT SHOWN



Mill and Overlay Limits

12.5’ from boring



Mill and Overlay Limits
Not full width



Mill and Overlay Limits

Not to PC/PT of fillets through full intersection



Cathodic Protection

Not shown graphically



Cathodic Protection

Excessive number of anodes



Cathodic Protection
Anodes and test station not on same side of 
pipe and shortest distances of wiring



Missing/Not Addressed

 Submittal of Design Checklist with plans

 Duration of work

 Bus stops

 Speed limits of impacted roadways

 Speed humps

 Pedestrian accommodations impacted by work

 Identification of schools
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Questions?
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Contacts

Michele Glaze — Utilities

mdglaze@co.pg.md.us

Rene Lord-Attivor — Traffic

rlattivor@co.pg.md.us

72
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Thank You!
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