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1 message

Dula, James A. <JADula@co.pg.md.us> Tue, Oct 8, 2024 at 3:25 PM
To: Henry Harris <hharris@strategicema.org>, "james.childsjr@comcast.net" <james.childsjr@comcast.net>, ETHEL SLIGH

<ethelsligh@comcast.net>, Kenneth Hafford <golf234h@gmail.com>, "Richard NMI. Hollis" <hollisrichard3@gmail.com>,
"Darrell C. Odom" <chiefathom@aol.com>, michael riddick <ridd42@hotmail.com>, "dmikel2@comcast.net"
<dmikel2@comcast.net>, "gjacksonl1158@cs.com" <gjacksonl1158@cs.com>, "lashondachenderson@gmail.com"
<lashondachenderson@gmail.com>

Cc: Montre' Dupree <montredupree@gmail.com>

Subject: COMMISSION FOR VETERANS MEETING OCTOBER 7: MINUTES AND REMARKS

A. MEETING OPENED AT 8:15 WITH INTODUCTION BY DR DULA, Military/Veterans Liaison
to the County Executive

B. Pledge of Allegiance

C. OFFICE OF VETERANS AFFAIRS REPORT

Introduction: the purpose of the Office of Veterans Affair, Office of the County Executive, is to
address the needs of our veteran’s community.

Mission: To work with the Commission for Veterans to identify needs, issues, items of concern and
create/administer programs to address each issue in a timely manner.

Agenda ltems:

a. Veterans Day: As we head toward November and Veterans Day, the Office of Veterans
Affairs will be attending and speaking at numerous events. If our commissioners know of
events we should consider attending, please submit to Dr. Dula for consideration as soon as
possible.

b. Operation Base Camp: remember that Operation Base Camp is held the last Wednesday of
each month at 1pm, virtual. Commissioners are invited to attend this month’s meeting which
will be the last meeting prior to January 2025.
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c. Joint 4-County Serving Together Collaborative virtual meetings are held the third Tuesday
of each month at 1pm. Commissioners are invited to attend.

d. Breast Cancer Awareness Month: October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we are
asking Commissioners to share this message through the target groups you represent; and to
attend events within your county as representatives of the Commission for Veterans.

e. Hispanic Heritage Month until October 15: The Office of Veterans Affairs is asking
Commissioners to recognize Hispanic Veterans who served honorably and living in Prince
Georges County by submitting the name and contact information to Dr. Dula as soon as
possible. A letter will be forwarded to the veteran “thanking them for their service to the United
States of America”; and continuing to serve in the crown jewel of Prince George’s County.

Note: Commission meetings are open to the public. Please invite community members to
join our meetings the first Monday of each month. Our mission must include outreach and
awareness throughout the county.

f. Maryland Trust Fund: The fund is still closed at the State level. The Office of Veterans
Affairs is working with various sources to assist veterans financially as needed. We are also
in the process of creating the contract with our service provider - vendor to pay funds for
veterans suffering financial need. We anticipate having the new contract approved by
November’s meeting. This will allow OVA to meet the needs of veterans contacting our office
for financial assistance up to $2000.

g. Special Programs in OVA: Many veterans are still not aware of the special programs we
administer in OVA; we are counting on you to be engaged in the veterans community and
share our existence here in the county and to let residents know we have various programs
designed to help different target groups: Surviving Spouse Program, Warm Hearts Call list for
homebound and disabled veterans, Suicide Prevention and Awareness Program, Mental
Health Initiative working with Huminis Healthcare/Southern Maryland
Medstar/Interdynamics/Dyer Clinic in Clinton, and more. WE NEED YOU TO BRIEF THIS
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY.

h. In Home Care: OVA has partnered with several new businesses to provide in-home
caregiving support for our homebound veterans. If you know of someone in need, let OVA
know.

i. ASVAB AFQT: The OVA Youth Mentoring Program includes helping students and young
adults pass the ASVAB/Armed Forces Qualification Test by offering a special pretest program
that also provides tutoring. This program is in association with the Memorial Library System
in Prince George’s County. If you know of a young person wishing to enter the military and in
need of our assistance, have them contact the OVA.

D.COMMISSION DISCUSSION

* Commissioners discussed the rise in scams and hacking affecting the Veterans Community.
Commissioners were advised to check accounts, freeze their credit, and monitor activity on a
routine basis.
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* Commissioners recommended everyone to contact the Prince George’s County Police
Department when scams and hacks include blackmail, threats, financial requests, etc. (for further
information call 240-695-3799)

* Dr Dula reminded Commissioners that many institutions used by veterans have been hacked and
Al may be used to scam residents. Everyone must be vigilant and on guard at all times.

*Guest Langston Clay informed Commissioners that if they do not recognize phone numbers to not
answer the call; to be on the safe side.

Conclusion: The meeting concluded at 8:15pm.

The next meeting will be November 4 at 7:00pm.
All Commissioners are encouraged to attend the virtual meetings.

And too, all Commissioners are asked to visit the Office of Veterans Affairs once
each quarter.

We look forward to seeing you, discussing one on one issues affecting your target
group and having a cup of Ms. Ella’s world-famous coffee.

Respectfully: Dr. James Dula, USAF Retired

Veterans Affairs Officer and Liaison to the County Executive
Prince George’s County
301-952-3904 (Office)

Location:

County Administration Building

Military Veterans and Families Center

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Suite L23

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

CC: Veteran Jackson

Veteran Henderson
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This E-mail and any of its attachments may contain Prince George’s County Government or Prince George's County 7th
Judicial Circuit Court proprietary information or Protected Health Information, which is privileged and confidential. This E-
mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient
of this E-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the
contents of and attachments to this E-mail is strictly prohibited by federal law and may expose you to civil and/or
criminal penalties. If you have received this E-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete
the original and any copy of this E-mail and any printout.
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