The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement (DPIE)

Improperly Installed Fences May Cause
Drainage Problems and Flooding!

Every time it rains, many homeowners experience drainage issues on their properties. Some of these
drainage complaints result from improperly installed fences. An improperly installed fence can
block storm flows — runoff from storm precipitation — and cause water to pond in your yard or your
neighbor’s yard. Blocked water can damage fences, draw mosquitoes and hasten lawn erosion.

N o e

Prince George's County Code requires fences to be installed according to the following criteria:

1. For fences that cross swales
— little streams on your lawn
that collect stormwater — the Fence section
bottom of the fence must be
raised at least 6 (six) inches
above the bottom of the
swale, also called the “invert”
of the swale. See the diagram.

Fence with Surface Drainage

2.To prevent surface stormwater
— also called sheet flow —
from being blocked by fences,
fences should be constructed

Min. 1” clearance
) Wire mesh with  Swale  Min. 6” between between bottom of
at least 1 (one) inch above openings not bottom of fence fence and ground

: ~ surface smaller than 1" x 1” and invert of swale surface
the ground level, as shown in ® Mg R

the diagram.

Remember, fences can impede stormwater flow and cause damage to your yard or your
neighbor’s yard. Build fences according to County Code to avoid drainage issues, mosquitoes
and expensive repairs!

Visit the DPIE website at dpie.mypgc.us and see the reports below for more information:

* Drainage and Flooding in Prince George's County PPy .
* DPIE's Drainage Defects Complaint Program (for new homes) . ’-
. . |
* Information about Flooding and Flood Insurance I: E
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https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/permitting-inspections-and-enforcement
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/permitting-inspections-and-enforcement/plan-review/siteroad-plan-review/drainage-and-flooding
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/default/files/media-document/dcv36278_program-addresses-drainage-defects-in-newer-homes-pdf.pdf
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/environment/sustainability/flood-management/flood-insurance-rate-maps-flood-insurance
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDPGC/bulletins/2d8192d
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/permitting-inspections-and-enforcement/about-dpie/resources/publications/design-manuals

