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THE COUNTY CODE - PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND

2019 EDITION
2021 SUPPLEMENT
PREFACE
The 2019 Edition/2021 Supplement of the Prince George's County Code replaces all previous Editions and is
published pursuant to Section 321 of the County Charter, which requires recodification of all laws of the County
every four years.
The Code is published in three volumes and three parts. Part I contains the Charter for Prince George's County.
Part II consists of Title 17, the Public Local Laws of Prince George's County, the contents of which are divided
into Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, and Sections based on material content. Part III contains the laws relating
to the Washington Suburban Transit District.
The first two volumes contain the Charter, Subtitles 1 through 26 and, 28 through 33, the Code Index, and Part
III. The third volume contains the Zoning Ordinance (Subtitle 27) and the Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes
Development and Zoning Code (Subtitle 27A), which have their own Indexes. The Subtitles are numbered
consecutively in Arabic numerals. Each Subtitle is preceded by a Table of Contents.
Each Code Section is identified by a number consisting of two parts. The number preceding the dash refers to
the Subtitle number, and the number following the dash refers to the Section's location within the Subtitle.
Section subclassifications are identified as follows:
Section - 2-256
Subsection - 2-256(a)
paragraph - 2-256(a)(1)
subparagraph - 2-256(a)(1)(A)
A citation located at the end of a Code Section identifies the source document and/or amendment(s) for that
Section. Citations include references to the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, the
Prince George's County Code of Public Local Laws, a County Council bill, or the Laws of Maryland. Editor's
Notes are used throughout to provide additional information or explanations.
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CHARTER FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY MARYLAND
PREAMBLE
We, the People of Prince George's County, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious freedom, desiring
to preserve and to extend the fruits of that freedom to all our citizens, recognizing that all political power
originates in the people, and desiring to obtain for our County a full measure of home rule and the most orderly
arrangement of its form of government, do hereby establish and ordain this
CHARTER OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND
ARTICLE I. - NAME AND RIGHTS OF THE COUNTY.
Section 101. - Body Corporate and Politic.
Prince George's County as it now exists constitutes a body corporate and politic. Under this Charter it shall have
all rights and powers of local self-government and home rule as are now or may hereafter be provided or implied
by this Charter and by the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland. The County shall have all such
powers as freely and completely as though they were specifically enumerated in this Charter, and no
enumeration of powers in this Charter shall be deemed exclusive or restrictive.
Section 102. - Exercise of Powers.
The powers mentioned in the preceding section shall be exercised only by the County Council, the County
Executive, and other agents, officers, and employees of the County acting under their respective authorities, or
under such other authority as may be provided by this Charter or the laws of this State.
Section 103. - Name and Boundaries.
The corporate name shall be "Prince George's County, Maryland," and it shall thus be designated in all actions
and proceedings touching its rights, powers, properties, liabilities, and duties. Its boundaries and County seat
shall be and remain as they are at the time this Charter takes effect unless otherwise changed in accordance with
law.
ARTICLE II. - INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.
Section 201. - Equal Protection and Nondiscrimination.
No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, nor be denied the equal
protection of the laws. No person shall be denied the enjoyment of his civil or political rights or be discriminated
against in the exercise thereof because of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation,
marital status, familial status, or disability in such a way that such person is adversely affected in the areas of
housing and residential real estate, employment, law enforcement, education, financial lending, public
accommodations, or commercial real estate.
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(Amended, CB-71-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-36-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
Section 202. - Rights of Witnesses and Other Persons.
Any witness appearing before the County Council or any of its committees may be represented by counsel. Any
person whose character shall have been impugned by the County Council, or by any of its committees, or by any
witnesses before the County Council or any of its committees, shall be given the opportunity to appear with or
without counsel, to present evidence, to cross-examine any person who may have impugned his character, and to
call witnesses of his own, and the County Council shall, upon application being made, exercise its subpoena
power to compel the attendance of such persons and witnesses.
Section 203. - Right to Information.
In accordance with State law, any person shall have the right to inspect any public record in the possession of
any unit or instrumentality of County government. A copy of any such document shall be furnished upon
payment of a reasonable fee prescribed by law.
(Amended, CB-71-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
ARTICLE III. - LEGISLATIVE BRANCH.
Section 301. - Composition.
The Legislative Branch of the County government shall consist of the County Council, hereinafter referred to as
the Council, and the officers and employees thereof. The Council shall be composed of nine district members
and two at-large members.
(Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-40-2016, ratified Nov. 8, 2016)
Section 302. - Legislative Power.
All legislative powers which may be exercised by Prince George's County under the Constitution and laws of
Maryland, including all law making powers heretofore exercised by the General Assembly of Maryland but
transferred to the people of the County by virtue of the adoption of this Charter, shall be vested in the Council.
Section 303. - Election.
The Council shall be elected at the same time as State officers and in the manner provided by law. Each district
member of the Council, at the time of their election, shall reside in a different one of the nine Council districts of
the County, and shall be nominated and elected by the qualified voters of the Council district in which they
reside. Two members of the Council shall be nominated and elected by the qualified voters of the entire County.
(Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-40-2016, ratified Nov. 8, 2016)
Section 304. - Council Districts.
(a)
Prince George's County is hereby divided into nine Council districts.
(b)
The boundaries of the Council districts shall be established pursuant to the provisions of Section 305 of this
Charter prior to the filing dates for the 1982 General Election to become effective on noon of the first Monday in
December, 1982.
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(Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980)
Editor's note— The composition of the nine Council Districts is set out following Section 8-121 of the County
Code.
Section 305. - Redistricting Procedure.
The boundaries of Council districts shall be reestablished in 1982 and every tenth year thereafter. Whenever
district boundaries are to be reestablished the Council shall appoint, not later than February 1 of the year prior to
the year in which redistricting is to be effective, a commission on redistricting, composed of two members from
each political party chosen from a list of five names submitted by the Central Committee of each political party
which polled at least fifteen percent of the total vote cast for all candidates for the Council in the immediately
preceding regular election. The Council shall appoint one additional member of the Commission who shall serve
as chairman. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission if he holds any elected office. By
September 1 of the year prior to the year in which redistricting is to be effective, the Commission shall prepare,
publish, and make available a plan of Council districts and shall present that plan, together with a report
explaining it, to the Council. The plan shall provide for Council districts that are compact, contiguous, and equal
in population. No less than fifteen calendar days and no more than thirty calendar days after receiving the plan
of the Commission, the Council shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If the Council passes no other law
changing the proposal, then the plan, as submitted, shall become law, as of the last day of November, as an act of
the Council, subject to Sections 320 and 321 of this Charter. Such law shall be adopted by resolution of the
County Council upon notice and public hearing.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-69-2002, ratified
Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-55-2012, ratified Nov. 6, 2012)
Editor's note— Members of the Prince George's County Redistricting Commission were appointed by CR-52001. The Commission's plan was allowed to become law without amendment by the Council.
Members of the 2011 Prince George's County Redistricting Commission were appointed by CR-2-2011. CB-642011 adopted the 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan.
Members of the 2021 Prince George's County Redistricting Commission were appointed by CR-6-2021. CR123-2021 adopted the 2021 County Council Redistricting Plan. The redistricting plan in CR-123-2021 was
declared invalid. The redistricting plan prepared by the Commission and submitted to the Council on September
1, 2021 became effective by operation of law (Prince George's County, Petitioner, and Robert E. Thurston, et al.,
COA-REG-0063-2021).
Section 306. - Term of Office.
Each member of the Council shall serve for a term beginning at noon on the first Monday in December next
following his election, and ending at noon on the first Monday in December in the fourth year thereafter.
Section 307. - Qualifications and Restrictions.
An at-large Council Member shall have been a qualified voter of Prince George's County for at least one year
immediately preceding his or her primary election. Council Members representing one of the nine Council
districts shall have been a qualified voter of their respective Council district for at least one year immediately
preceding his or her primary election. During his term of office, he shall not hold any other office of profit in
state, county, or municipal government. A Council member shall not, during the whole term for which he was
elected, be eligible for appointment to any County office or position carrying compensation which has been
created during his term of office.
(Amended, CB-69-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-35-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
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Section 307A. - Term Limitation.
No person shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms on the County Council. No person shall be
eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms as County Executive; provided that a Council member who
has served two terms as a district member shall be eligible to run for an at-large seat on the Council and is
eligible to serve for no more than two consecutive terms as an at-large member. This Section shall apply to all
persons who are currently serving on the County Council or as County Executive on the effective date of this
Section and to all persons elected thereafter.
(Petition ratified Nov. 3, 1992; Amended, CB-40-2016, ratified Nov. 8, 2016)
Section 307B. - Removal from Office.
A Council member may be removed from office by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the full Council after a public hearing and only upon a finding that he is unable by reason of
physical or mental disability to perform the duties of his office. The decision of the Council may be appealed by
the Council member within ten days to the Circuit Court by petition. Upon filing of a petition, the Court may
stay the removal pending its decision. Upon appeal, the Court shall make de novo determinations of fact.
(CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 308. - Compensation.
The compensation of Council members may be changed by an affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the Council. Not later than December 15 of the last year of each term, a compensation review board
shall be appointed by the Council and the County Executive to study the rate of current compensation for
Council members and the County Executive and make a recommendation regarding the amount of
compensation. Membership on the Council shall be considered a full-time position for the purpose of
determining compensation. The board shall issue its recommendation not later than the following February 15.
The Council may, within ninety days of the receipt of the compensation review board's recommendation, amend
the recommendation by a vote of not less than two-thirds of the full Council, otherwise the recommendation
shall stand approved. Any increase or decrease in compensation which becomes law during one term of office
shall not become effective before the next term.
(Amended, CB-114-1986, ratified Nov. 4, 1986; Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB38-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
Editor's note— Section 2-110.01 of the County Code contains the current provisions for compensation of
Council Members.
Section 309. - Vacancies.
A vacancy in the Council shall exist upon the death or resignation of a Council member, or upon forfeiture of, or
removal from office. The Council shall provide by law for the conduct of special elections to fill any vacancy on
the Council that occurs during the first three years of a term. When a vacancy occurs during the last year of a
term, a majority of the remaining members of the Council shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy.
(Amended, CB-78-1990, ratified Nov. 9, 1990; Amended, CB-79-1996, ratified Nov. 5, 1996; Amended, CB-692002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 310. - Forfeiture of Office.
A member of the Council shall immediately forfeit his office if he ceases to be a qualified voter of the County. In
the case of a Councilman required to reside in a particular Councilmanic district, he shall forfeit his office if he
ceases to be a resident of the Councilmanic district in which he resided at the time of his election; provided that
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no member of the Council shall forfeit his office by reason of any change in the boundary lines of his
Councilmanic district made during his term.
Section 311. - Officers of the Council.
The Council shall elect from among its members a Chairman and a Vice Chairman. The Chairman, or in his
absence the Vice Chairman, shall preside at all meetings. On all questions before the Council the Chairman and
Vice Chairman shall have and may exercise the vote to which each is entitled as a Council member.
Section 312. - Clerk of the Council.
There shall be a Clerk of the Council who shall keep minutes of its meetings, maintain its Journal and perform
such other duties as the Council may direct.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974)
Section 313. - Office of Audits and Investigations.
There shall be an Office of Audits and Investigations, under the supervision and direction of a County Auditor
who shall be appointed by the Council. The County Auditor shall receive such compensation as the Council may
determine. The County Auditor shall serve a term of five years commencing on January 1, 2019, and each fifth
year thereafter. The County Auditor appointment may be renewed for additional five-year terms. The Auditor
shall remain until a successor is appointed and qualifies. The County Auditor may be removed for cause. The
Auditor shall prepare and submit to the Council and to the County Executive a complete financial audit for the
preceding fiscal year of selected agencies that receive or disburse County funds. Upon recommendation by the
Auditor that a State audit in a given year is adequate, the Council may, by resolution, exempt from County audit
an agency whose entire records, accounts, and affairs are completely audited each year by or with the approval
of the State of Maryland or an independent audit by a qualified independent certified public accountant. Any
such resolution of exemption from audit shall be limited to a period of not more than one year. In addition to the
annual audit, either the Council or the County Executive may at any time order a special audit of the accounts of
any agency receiving or disbursing County funds, and upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of the
term of any County administrative officer, the Auditor shall cause a special audit to be made of the accounts
maintained by the officer, and by his agency. If, as a result of any audit, an officer shall be found to be indebted
to the County, the County Executive shall proceed forthwith to collect the indebtedness. In the event that the
County Executive shall be found to be indebted to the County, the Council shall proceed forthwith to collect the
indebtedness. The County Auditor is empowered to conduct investigations related to fraud, waste and abuse by
the County Executive, Council Members or other County officials and employees. The Auditor is also
empowered to conduct necessary audits of any agency which is the recipient of funds appropriated or approved
by the Council whenever he deems it appropriate. No employee or official of the County shall interfere with,
threaten with disciplinary action, or otherwise attempt to restrain an employee of the County from providing
information to the County Auditor, nor shall any adverse action be taken against such employee. Any adverse
action taken within twelve (12) months after the employee has provided information to the County Auditor shall
be presumed to be retaliatory, which presumption may be rebutted only by clear and convincing evidence to the
contrary. Any audit, including performance audits, special audits, and State audits which form the basis for an
exemption by the Council from a County audit, shall be published in suitable form and made available to the
public at reasonable hours at the Office of Audits and Investigations. All records and files pertaining to the
receipt and expenditure of County funds by all officers, agents, and employees of the County and all agencies
thereof, shall at all times be open to the inspection of the County Auditor. The Auditor shall promptly call to the
attention of the Council and the County Executive any irregularity or improper procedure which he may
discover. The County Auditor shall have the power to administer oaths, to compel the attendance of witnesses,
and to require the production of records and other materials in connection with any audit, investigation, inquiry,
or hearing authorized by law or by this Charter. The Council shall have the power to implement the provisions of
this section and to assign additional functions, duties, and personnel to the County Auditor.
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(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; amended, CB-80-1988, ratified Nov. 8, 1988; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-60-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006; Amended, CB-39-2018, ratified Nov.
6, 2018)
Editor's note— CR-125-1984 provides that audits prepared by the Office of Audits and Investigations shall be
made available to the public and shall be distributed to the Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
Section 314. - Other Employees.
The Council may provide for the appointment of such other employees as it may deem desirable for the exercise
of its powers, subject to the provisions of Article IX of this Charter.
Section 315. - Special Assistance.
The Council may, at its discretion, and subject to its regular or supplementary budget appropriation, employ such
legal, financial, or other technical advisors as it may from time to time deem necessary for the performance of its
functions.
Section 316. - Council Sessions.
The first and third Tuesdays of January, February, March, April, May, June, July, September, October and
November, except November in a Councilmanic Election year, or the following Wednesday if a legal holiday,
and such additional days as the Council shall determine, not to exceed an overall total of forty-five days or as
otherwise limited by the State constitution, are designated as days for the enactment of legislation. For the
purpose of performing such duties, other than enacting legislation, which are properly exercisable by the Council
under the provisions of this Charter, the Council may sit in nonlegislative sessions at such other times as it may
determine. A majority of the members of the full Council shall constitute a quorum. The Council shall provide
for the keeping and annual publication of a journal which shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable
times. All voting except procedural motions, shall be by roll call, and the ayes and nays shall be recorded in the
journal. No business shall be transacted, or any appointments made, or nominations confirmed except in public
session. The Council shall adopt and publish Rules of Procedures not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Charter.
(Amended, CB-64-1972, ratified Nov. 7, 1972)
Section 317. - Enactment of Legislation.
Every law of the County shall be styled: "Be it enacted by the County Council of Prince George's County,
Maryland." The Council shall enact no law except by bill. The subject of every law shall be described in its title.
Every law enacted by the Council, except the budget law and supplementary appropriation laws, shall embrace
but one subject. No law or section of law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title only. A bill may be
introduced by any member of the Council on any legislative session-day of the Council. On the introduction of
any bill, a copy thereof and notice of the time and place of the public hearing on the bill shall be posted by the
Clerk of the Council within ten days on an official bulletin board to be set up by the Council in a public place
and by any other such methods as the Council shall dictate. Additional copies of the bill shall be made available
to the public and to the press. Every copy of each bill shall bear the name of the member of the Council
introducing it and the date it was introduced. Within ten days following the introduction of a bill the Clerk of the
Council shall schedule and give public notice of a public hearing on the bill, which hearing shall not be less than
fourteen days after its introduction. The Council may reject any bill on its introduction without a hearing by a
majority vote of the members of the full Council. Such public notice shall be published in the County
newspapers of record and in media for public notice as defined in Section 1008 of this Charter. The public
hearing may, but need not be, held on a legislative session-day and may be adjourned from time to time. After
the public hearing, a bill may be finally enacted on a legislative session-day with or without amendment, except,
that if a bill is amended before enactment and the amendment constitutes a change of substance, the bill shall not
be enacted until it is reprinted or reproduced as amended and a public hearing shall be set thereon and
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proceedings had, as in the case of a newly introduced bill. Any bill not enacted by the last day of November of
each year shall be considered to have failed. To meet a public emergency affecting the public health, safety, or
welfare, the County may enact emergency bills. Every emergency bill shall be plainly designated as such and
shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an emergency exists and describing the claimed
emergency in clear and specific terms. The term "emergency bill" shall not include any measure creating or
abolishing any office; changing the compensation, term, or duty of any officer; granting any franchise or special
privilege; or creating any vested right or interest. No bill shall be enacted except by the affirmative vote of a
majority of the full Council. No emergency bill shall be enacted except by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of
the members of the full Council. In the event of an emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to provisions
of State law, which emergency affects any part or all of Prince George's County, the Council may provide, by
law, for modification of voting, quorum, and publication requirements consistent with State law, for matters
relating to and necessary to respond to the emergency.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-592006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006; Amended, CB-50-2008, ratified Nov. 4, 2008; Amended, CB-52-2014, ratified Nov.
4, 2014)
Section 318. - Effective Date of Laws.
Any law, except an emergency law, shall take effect forty-five calendar days after it becomes law, unless by a
provision of the law it is to take effect at a later date, or unless it is petitioned to referendum as provided in
Section 319 of this Charter.
Section 319. - Referendum.
Any law which becomes law pursuant to this Charter may be petitioned to referendum, except a law: (1)
imposing a tax; (2) appropriating funds for current expenses of the County government; (3) establishing
Councilmanic districts; (4) amending a zoning map; or (5) granting a special exception to zoning regulations.
Upon the adoption of the Capital Budget any new project not previously contained in the Capital Budget and any
additions constituting an enlargement of a project shall be subject to referendum. Once a project has been
approved by referendum, that portion of a subsequent Bond Enabling Act or Bond Issue Authorization
Ordinance relating to the project shall not be subject to referendum, and if a bond enabling bill including the
project and identifying it is approved by referendum that portion of any subsequent bond issue authorization
ordinance relating to the project shall not be subject to referendum. A law shall be submitted to a referendum of
the voters upon petition of ten thousand (10,000) qualified voters of the County. Such petition shall be filed with
the Board of Supervisors of Elections of Prince George's County within forty-five calendar days from the date
the bill becomes law. If more than one-third but less than the full number of signatures required to complete any
referendum petition against such law be filed within forty-five calendar days from the date the bill becomes law,
the effective date of the law, and the time for filing the remainder of signatures to complete the petition shall be
extended for an additional forty-five calendar days. If such a petition is filed, the law to be referred shall not take
effect until thirty calendar days after its approval by a majority of the qualified voters of the County voting
thereon at the next ensuing regular election held for members of the House of Representatives of the United
States. An emergency law shall remain in force from the date it becomes law notwithstanding the filing of such
petition, but shall stand repealed thirty calendar days after having been rejected by a majority of the qualified
voters of the County voting thereon. A petition may consist of several papers, but each paper shall contain the
text or a fair summary of the law being petitioned upon; and there shall be attached to each such paper an
affidavit of the person procuring the signatures thereon that, to the said person's own personal knowledge, each
signature thereon is genuine and bona fide, and that, to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief, the
signers are qualified voters of Prince George's County, as set opposite their names. A minor variation in the
signature of a petitioner between his signature on a petition and that on the voter registration records shall not
invalidate the signature. The invalidation of one signature on a referendum petition shall not serve to invalidate
any other signature on the petition. Each petitioner shall include his address and the date of his signature
opposite his name. The Board of Supervisors of Elections shall verify the qualification of said petitioners.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974)
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Section 320. - Publication of Laws.
The Council shall cause all laws and all amendments to this Charter to be published promptly following their
enactment as provided by law. Such laws and Charter amendments shall also be made available to the public at
reasonable prices to be fixed by the Council.
Section 321. - Compilation of Laws.
At intervals not greater than every four years, the Council shall compile and codify all laws of the County in
effect at such times. Each such codification shall be submitted to the Council, and, if adopted by law, shall be
known as the "Prince George's County Code." Such code shall be published with an index and such appropriate
notes, citations, annotations, and appendices as the Council may determine. At least annually the Council shall
prepare and publish a Supplement to the County Code of laws.
(Amended, CB-67-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978)
Section 322. - Confirmation of Administrative Appointments.
Administrative appointments by the County Executive to the position of Chief Administrative Officer, head of
an agency in the executive branch of the County government, or member of a board or commission and any
executive director thereof shall be subject to confirmation by the Council. The Council shall hold public
hearings on all such appointments not less than thirty days after their submission to the Council by the County
Executive. If the Council fails to act to confirm or reject such appointments within forty-five days of their
submission to the Council by the County Executive, the appointment shall stand approved. In the case of
appointments by the County Executive to the position of Chief Administrative Officer or head of an agency in
the executive branch of the County government, a vote of two-thirds of the members of the full Council shall be
required to reject such appointment. In the case of appointments by the County Executive to membership on a
board or commission, or appointments of any executive director thereof, a vote of a majority of the full Council
shall be required to reject such appointment.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-96-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-712006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Section 323. - Powers and Duties of the Council.
The Council shall refer to a referendum of the voters of the County, at the ensuing regular congressional primary
or general election, any act enabling the County to borrow money to finance capital projects, and any act or
resolution pledging the full faith and credit of the County or any other guarantee by the County for any bonds to
be issued by or for the benefit of any state or bicounty agency or district except for school construction bonds or
obligations. Each such enabling act shall describe, sufficiently for purposes of identification, the specific capital
project or projects to be financed by the borrowing authorized by said act, and shall authorize borrowing only for
either a single capital project or for a number of capital projects of the same generic class. Unless the act or
resolution so referred is approved by a majority of the voters at the referendum, the Council shall have no power
to enact an authorizing ordinance pursuant to Section 823 of the Charter to carry into effect the terms of the act
or resolution so referred and shall have no power to pledge the full faith and credit of the County or any other
guarantee of the County for bonds to be issued by or for the benefit of any state or bicounty agency of district.
Any ordinance authorizing the issuance of bonds pursuant to Section 823 of the Charter shall be referred to
referendum of the voters as provided in this subsection and shall not be effective unless approved by a majority
of the voters, if such authorization is for the purpose of providing for borrowing to finance a capital project
authorized by any law enacted prior to the effective date of this amendment which law has not been approved at
referendum.
(Petitions ratified Nov. 7, 1972, and Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-36-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
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ARTICLE IV. - EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
Section 401. - Composition.
The Executive Branch of the County government shall consist of the County Executive and all officers, agents,
and employees under his supervision and authority.
Section 402. - Executive Power and Duties.
All executive power vested in Prince George's County by the Constitution and laws of Maryland and this Charter
shall be vested in the County Executive who shall be the chief executive officer of the County and who shall
faithfully execute the laws. His powers, duties, and responsibilities shall include, but shall not be limited to: (1)
preparing and submitting to the Council and the public, within six months after the close of the fiscal year, an
annual report on the activities and accomplishments of the County government, including a detailed financial
statement; (2) providing the Council, or a committee thereof, with any information concerning the executive
branch which the Council may require for the exercise of its powers; (3) recommending to the Council such
measures for legislative action as he may deem to be in the best interests of the County; (4) appointing the head
of each agency of the executive branch, subject to confirmation by the Council as required by Section 322 of this
Charter, and removing the same at his discretion; (5) preparing an executive pay plan which establishes the
compensation of the Chief Administrative Officer and the head of each agency of the executive branch, subject
to the approval of the Council; (6) appointing the members of all boards and commissions subject to
confirmation by the Council as required by Section 322 of this Charter, unless otherwise prescribed by law or
this Charter; (7) insuring that County funds in excess of those required for immediate needs are invested in the
best interests of the County; (8) signing or causing to be signed on the County's behalf all deeds, contracts and
other instruments, including those which, prior to the adoption of this Charter, required the signature of the
Chairman or any member of the Board of County Commissioners, and affixing the County Seal thereto; (9)
preparing and submitting to the County Council semi-annual reports of certain exempt positions consistent with
Section 806 of this Charter; and (10) enforcing all laws in the County except as otherwise provided for by State
law or charters of municipalities located within the County.
(Amended, CB-80-1988, ratified Nov. 8, 1988; Amended, CB-58-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Section 403. - Election.
The County Executive shall be nominated and elected by the qualified voters of the entire County at the same
time as State officers and in the manner provided by law.
Section 404. - Term of Office.
The County Executive shall serve for a term beginning at noon on the first Monday in December next following
his election, and ending at noon on the first Monday in December in the fourth year thereafter.
Section 405. - Qualification and Restrictions.
The County Executive shall have been a qualified voter of Prince George's County for at least five years
immediately preceding his election. During his term of office, he shall not hold any other office of profit in
federal, state, county, or municipal government. The County Executive shall not, during the whole term for
which he was elected, be eligible for appointment to any County office or position carrying compensation which
has been created during his term of office. He shall devote his full time to the duties of his office.
Editor's note— Section 307A provides that no person shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive
terms as County Executive.
Board of Supervisors of Elections of Prince George's County v. Goodsell, 396 A 2d 1033; 284 Md 279 (1979).
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Section 406. - Compensation.
The County Executive's compensation may be changed by an affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the Council. Not later than December 15 of the last year of each term, a compensation review board
shall be appointed by the Council and the County Executive to study the rate of current compensation for the
Council and the County Executive and make a recommendation regarding the amount of compensation. The
board shall issue its recommendation not later than the following February 15. The Council may, within ninety
days of the receipt of the compensation review board's recommendation, amend the recommendation by a vote
of not less than two-thirds of the full Council, otherwise the recommendation shall stand approved. Any increase
or decrease in compensation which becomes law during one term of office shall not become effective before the
next term.
(Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 407. - Vacancy.
A vacancy in the office of County Executive shall exist upon the death, resignation or removal of the County
Executive, or upon forfeiture of office by a County Executive. Immediately upon a vacancy, the Chief
Administrative Officer shall become the Acting County Executive until a County Executive is chosen by the
methods established in this Section of the Charter. In the event of a vacancy in the office of County Executive
occurring during the last two years of the term, the Council shall select from among its members, by majority
vote, a successor for the office for the balance of the unexpired term. If this selection by the Council is not made
within fourteen (14) calendar days after the vacancy occurs, the Chairman of the Council shall succeed to the
Office for the balance of the unexpired term. The Council shall provide by law for the conduct of a special
election to fill a vacancy in the office of County Executive that occurs during the first two years of a term and
for the appointment, powers and duties of an Acting County Executive pending the outcome of such special
election.
(Amended CB-68-1984, ratified Nov. 6, 1984; Amended, CB-51-2014, ratified Nov. 4, 2014)
Section 408. - Forfeiture of Office.
The County Executive shall immediately forfeit his office if he ceases to be a qualified voter of the County.
Section 409. - Removal from Office.
The County Executive may be removed from office by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the full Council after a public hearing and only upon a finding that he is unable by reason of
physical or mental disability to perform the duties of his office. The decision of the Council may be appealed by
the County Executive within ten days to the Circuit Court by petition. Upon filing of a petition, the Court may
stay the removal pending its decision. Upon appeal, the Court shall make de novo determinations of fact.
Section 410. - Temporary Absence or Disability.
The County Executive shall, within ten days after taking office, designate in writing the Chief Administrative
Officer or some other person in the executive branch to perform the duties of the County Executive during the
latter's temporary inability to perform such duties by reason of absence from the County or disability. Such
designation shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council. An Acting County Executive shall have the same rights,
duties, powers, and obligations as an elected incumbent in said office, except the power of veto.
Section 411. - Executive Veto.
Upon the enactment of any bill by the Council, with the exception of such measures made expressly exempt
from the executive veto by this Charter, it shall be presented to the County Executive within ten days for his
approval or disapproval. Within ten days after such presentation, he shall return any such bill to the Council with
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his approval endorsed thereon or with a statement, in writing, of his reasons for not approving the same. Upon
approval by the County Executive, any such bill shall become law. Upon veto by the County Executive, his veto
message shall be entered in the Journal of the Council, and, not later than at its next legislative session-day, the
Council may reconsider the bill. If, upon reconsideration, two-thirds of the members of the full Council vote in
the affirmative, the bill shall become law. Whenever the County Executive shall fail to return any such bill
within ten days after the date of its presentation to him, the Clerk of the Council shall forthwith record the fact of
such failure in the Journal, and such bill shall thereupon become law. In the case of budget and appropriation
bills, the County Executive may disapprove or reduce individual items in such bills, except where precluded by
State law. Each item or items not disapproved or reduced in a budget and appropriation bill shall become law,
and each item or items disapproved or reduced in a budget and appropriation bill shall be subject to the same
procedure as any other bill vetoed by the County Executive.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-59-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Section 412. - Chief Administrative Officer.
The County Executive shall appoint a Chief Administrative Officer. He shall be appointed on the basis of his
qualifications as a professional administrator and shall serve at the discretion of the County Executive. The
Chief Administrative Officer shall perform such administrative duties and exercise such general supervision
over the agencies of the executive branch as the County Executive may direct.
ARTICLE V. - ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION.
Section 501. - Supervision and Control.
Except as otherwise provided in this Charter or in State law, all agencies of the County government shall be
subject to the direction, supervision, and control of the County Executive.
Section 502. - Structure.
All functions and duties of the executive branch shall be allocated among and within such agencies as may be
established by law.
Section 503. - Reorganization.
The County Executive may propose changes in the organization of the executive branch, including the
establishment or abolition of agencies, and in the assignment of functions, powers, and duties among agencies.
Reorganization proposals shall be set forth in executive orders in statutory form and be submitted to the Council.
Such executive order shall become effective and have the force of law sixty calendar days after submission
unless disapproved by majority vote of the full Council.
Section 504. - Administrative Appointments.
The County Executive shall appoint a single officer to head each agency of the executive branch, subject to
confirmation by the Council as required by Section 322 of this Charter. The County Executive shall appoint the
members of all boards and commissions, subject to confirmation by the Council as required by Section 322 of
this Charter, unless otherwise prescribed by State law or this Charter. All employees of the executive branch,
except those otherwise provided for in this Charter, shall be appointed and removed by the heads of the several
agencies of the County government in accordance with the provisions of the County personnel law.
Section 505. - Temporary Administrative Appointments.
During the temporary absence of the Chief Administrative Officer or the head of an agency of the executive
branch, or if such position shall become vacant, the County Executive shall make a temporary appointment to
fill such position. No person shall serve as Acting Chief Administrative Officer or acting head of any agency for
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a period longer than sixty calendar days. Such limit may be extended an additional four calendar months by
resolution of the Council. An individual may be temporarily appointed to fill a vacancy, no more than one year,
without an intervening permanent appointment.
(Amended, CB-40-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
Section 506. - Citizens Advisory Boards.
The Council or the County Executive may appoint, for designated periods, one or more temporary advisory
boards of citizens of the County who shall assist in the consideration of County policies and programs.
Section 507. - Removal of Members of Boards and Commissions.
Except for members of the Personnel Board established by Section 906 of this Charter, the Board of Ethics as
established by Section 1001, and except as otherwise provided for by State law, a member of any appointed
board or commission may be removed from office by the County Executive.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; CB-96-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-70-2002,
ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 508. - Common Administrative Services.
To the extent permitted by State law and to the extent of their being available within the County government,
any agency receiving or disbursing County funds shall be served by, and shall utilize, the services of the County
for legal services, budgeting and accounting, receiving and collecting funds, purchasing, data processing, public
relations, land acquisition, architecture and engineering, personnel administration, and such other administrative
services as the Council may establish by law. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to preclude
contracting for professional services in accordance with Article VI of this Charter. In the event the County
Attorney determines there is a conflict of interest between the executive and legislative branches on matters
requiring legal services and advice, both branches shall engage outside counsel.
(Amended, CB-41-2016, ratified Nov. 8, 2016)
ARTICLE VI. - PURCHASING.
Section 601. - County Purchasing Agent.
There shall be a County Purchasing Agent, who shall be responsible for the administration of the purchasing
policies established by this Charter or by law.
Section 602. - Duties of the County Purchasing Agent.
The duties of the County Purchasing Agent shall include responsibility for: (1) the making of all purchases and
the contracting for all public work and services for which payment is to be made out of County funds; (2) the
establishment, after consultation with the appropriate County officials, of specifications and standards for all
supplies, materials and equipment, and the inspection of all deliveries to insure compliance with such
specifications and standards; (3) the establishment and maintenance of a system of requisitions and receipts
covering the furnishing of supplies, materials, and equipment to the various using agencies; (4) the preparation
for legislative action thereon by the Council of reasonable rules and regulations governing emergency purchases,
contracts, and services or material and equipment of an unusual or noncompetitive nature which shall not be
subject to competitive bidding; (5) the sale or other disposition of surplus, old, and waste supplies, materials, and
equipment or the transfer of same between using agencies; and (6) the conduct of programs involving joint or
cooperative purchasing with other public jurisdictions.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974, Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
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Section 603. - Competitive Bidding.
Any single purchase or contract under the jurisdiction of the County Purchasing Agent and involving an
expenditure in excess of such amount(s) as may be established by legislative act of the County Council, except
emergency purchases and those involving services or material and equipment of a noncompetitive nature as may
be defined and governed by the rules and regulations mentioned in Section 602 of this Charter, shall be made
from or let by sealed bids or proposals publicly opened after public notice for such period and in such manner as
the County Purchasing Agent or his authorized deputy shall determine. Such purchases and contracts shall be
made from or awarded to the responsive and responsible bid that is most favorable to the County with respect to
technical requirements and costs. A security or bond for the performance of work as determined by the County's
Purchasing Agent may be required for purchases and contracts. No such purchase or contract shall be made or
awarded within a period of one week from the date of the public opening of bids. In all cases, the County shall
reserve the right to reject any and all bids. No contract or purchase shall be subdivided to avoid the requirements
of this section. Anything to the contrary of this Section 603 notwithstanding, the Council may authorize the
County Purchasing Agent to negotiate extensions of existing contracts for garbage and refuse collection, without
competitive bidding, upon such terms and for such duration as the Council may by law prescribe; provided,
however, that any such law shall require the County Purchasing Agent to poll the residents of the service area
covered by a collection contract, and shall provide that the County Purchasing Agent not conclude any
agreement for an extension unless a certain number of the residents of the service area, as prescribed by the
Council, indicate their concurrence in the extension.
(Amended, CB-92-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-137-1986, ratified Nov. 4, 1986; Amended, CB117-1987, ratified Nov. 8, 1988; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 604. - Nondiscrimination in Employment.
No contractor who is the recipient of County funds shall discriminate in employment because of religion, race,
color, sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, marital status, familial status or disability. The Council shall
enact furthering legislation to implement the provisions of this section.
(Amended, CB-93-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-36-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
Section 605. - Application to Agencies Operating under State Law.
To the extent permitted by law, the provisions of this Article shall apply to agencies created by or operating
under State law and which receive or disburse County funds. In the interests of promoting uniformity and of
effecting maximum savings for all purchases out of County funds, the purchasing facilities of the County
government shall always be available to such agencies, and their use shall be encouraged.
Section 606. - Cooperative Purchasing.
As appropriate, the County Purchasing Agent may undertake programs involving joint or cooperative purchases
with other public jurisdictions.
Section 607. - Local and Minority Business.
The County is committed to the encouragement and support of local and minority businesses consistent with
requirements of Federal and State law.
(CB-58-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
ARTICLE VII. - PLANNING AND ZONING.
Sec. 701. - Definition and Effect of Terms Used in this Article.
(a)
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The term "General Plan" shall mean a map, with accompanying data, including charts, plats, and descriptive
matter, which outlines the prospective overall development of the entire Metropolitan Washington Area, or of
both Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, and is prepared in cooperation with the planning authorities of
other jurisdictions. There shall be only one general plan in force and effect in Prince George's County.
(b)
The term "Master Plan" shall mean a map, with accompanying data, of the County or of one or more planning
areas of the County. Planning areas shall be predetermined by law and shall be substantially equal in geographic
size, except that an incorporated municipality or urban renewal district may constitute a planning area. Said plan,
when organized by planning area, shall on a comprehensive basis assign a prospective land use, either of a
public or private character, to each particular piece, parcel, or tract of land lying within the said planning area.
Said plan, when organized on a county-wide basis shall, consistent with local area plans, assign the specific
locations throughout the County of particular public improvements, including, but not limited to, roads, schools,
firehouses, water lines, or sewer lines. A master plan shall contain an estimate of the cost of all public facilities
which must be acquired and constructed in order to carry out the objectives and requirements of the plan. A
master plan hereafter adopted and approved shall be of no force and effect until it is adopted and approved in
compliance with procedures established by law, including requirements for notice and public hearing. After final
adoption and approval, a master plan organized on a planning area basis may be amended only for the entire area
encompassed by the plan. A master plan may contain a time schedule estimating the completion of development
of various phases or portions thereof. The adoption and approval of a master plan shall not give rise to a
presumption that a change has occurred in the condition or character of the neighborhood in which any piece,
parcel, or tract of land is located, nor shall such adoption and approval, in and of itself, warrant the approval of
any application for reclassification.
(c)
The term "Comprehensive Zoning Map" shall mean an ordinance in the form of a map, which, by its provisions,
assigns to each particular piece, parcel, or tract of land contained within its boundaries a particular zoning
classification. Such map may not be adopted for an area smaller than a planning area, as that term is used in the
definition herein of master plan.
(d)
The term "Zoning Map Amendment" shall mean a reclassification from one zoning category or subcategory
established by the text of the zoning ordinance, to another zoning category or subcategory so established, of any
piece, parcel, or tract of land which is smaller than a planning area, as that term is used in the definition herein of
master plan.
(e)
Any "Person of Record" shall include the applicant for a zoning map amendment or special exception to a
zoning regulation, or any municipality, taxpayer or association of taxpayers in Prince George's County who
appears in a zoning case in person, in writing, or by counsel at any time prior to the final decision therein.
(f)
The term "Zoning Case" shall mean any application or consideration of a zoning map amendment or special
exception to a zoning regulation.
Footnote 1:The Court of Appeals of Maryland held in Prince George's County v. Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, 269 Md. 202, 306 A. 2d 223 (1973) that the provisions of this Article have no
force and effect in that portion of Prince George's County within the Maryland-Washington Regional District as
codified in Article 28, Annotated Code of Maryland.
15/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Section 702. - Initiation of Master Plans.
The County Executive, by executive order, or the Council, by legislative act, may direct the initiation of a master
plan to the extent that funds are available.
Section 703. - Approval of Proposed Master Plans and the General Plan.
All proposed master plans, and the portion of a proposed general plan applicable to Prince George's County
shall, prior to final approval, be submitted to the County Executive for review. Within sixty calendar days after
receipt thereof, the County Executive shall forward the said plan to the Council, together with his
recommendations thereon. The Council, in turn, shall, by legislative act, approve, reject, modify or revise said
plan, in accordance with the procedures established by law and by Sections 317, 319, and 411 of this Charter.
Section 704. - Adoption of the Text of a Zoning Ordinance and Amendments Thereto, and Adoption of
Comprehensive Zoning Maps.
The Council shall have the authority to adopt and amend the text of a zoning ordinance, and to adopt
comprehensive zoning maps, by legislative act in accordance with the procedures established by law and by
Sections 317, 319, and 411 of this Charter.
Section 705. - Approval of Zoning Map Amendments and Special Exceptions.
Subject to the provisions of law and of Sections 706, 707, 708, 709, 710, and 711 of this Charter, the Council
shall have the exclusive authority to approve zoning map amendments and to grant special exceptions to zoning
regulations, which shall be exempt from the referendum and executive veto provisions of this Charter.
Section 706. - Procedural Requirements in Zoning Cases.
(a)
Before any zoning map amendment or special exception to a zoning regulation may be granted, there shall be a
public hearing thereon before either the Council or a zoning hearing examiner, appointed pursuant to the
provisions of this Charter. Said hearing may be held only upon public notice of the time and place of the hearing
given at least thirty calendar days immediately preceding the hearing.
(b)
All applications in a zoning case, and any amendments thereto, shall contain specific allegations setting forth the
precise legal basis for, and the public purpose to be served by, the granting of the request. All applications must
disclose the names and addresses of all persons having a legal or equitable interest in the property which is the
subject of a zoning case, including shareholders owning more than five percent of the stock in any corporation
having such interest in any land involved in the application, excepting those corporations which are listed and
regularly traded on a recognized stock exchange.
(c)
All persons who appear to testify in any zoning case shall be sworn and reasonable cross-examination of
witnesses shall be permitted.
(d)
Upon request of any person of record, the Council shall employ its subpoena power to compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of relevant books and records. The Council may excuse a witness from attendance
upon a showing by the witness that the placing of said witness under subpoena was frivolous or oppressive.
(e)
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A complete transcript containing all record evidence, including exhibits, shall be prepared in each zoning case.
The record in any zoning case shall include a technical staff report, all communications to any public official or
agency concerning the application, a current land-use inventory, and specific factual and statistical data from
official sources indicating the impact upon public facilities by the requested zoning map amendment or special
exception to a zoning regulation.
(f)
The burden of proof in any zoning case shall be upon the applicant. After the close of an evidentiary hearing in
any zoning case before either the Council or the Zoning Hearing Examiner, as the case may be, said hearing
shall not thereafter be reopened for the purpose of adducing additional evidence to supply a defect in proof.
Section 707. - Decisions in Zoning Cases.
(a)
The final decision of the Council in any zoning case shall be based solely upon record evidence, and shall be
supported by specific written findings of basic facts and conclusions of law.
(b)
The votes or abstentions thereon of all members of the Council must be recorded.
(c)
The decision, findings, conclusions, and votes of the Council thereon shall be served upon all persons of record.
(d)
A majority vote of the full Council shall be necessary to grant any zoning map amendment or special exception
to a zoning regulation.
(e)
Where any application for a zoning map amendment or special exception to a zoning regulation conflicts with
the requirements of a master plan, or with the recommendation of a municipality respecting land within its
boundaries, or with the recommendation of any agency charged with making recommendations in zoning cases,
said application may be granted only upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full Council.
(f)
Applications in zoning cases on which a decision has not been finally rendered within 90 calendar days from the
conclusion of the hearing by the Council or from the filing and service of a hearing examiner's decision in cases
heard by a hearing examiner, as hereinafter provided, shall automatically be considered to have been denied by
the Council.
Section 708. - Restrictions in Zoning Cases.
(a)
No amendment to an application in a zoning case shall be permitted after notice of public hearing is given.
(b)
No application for a zoning map amendment or special exception to a zoning regulation may be filed on
substantially the same land until two calendar years have elapsed after action, including appellate review, shall
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have been completed upon any previous application. After two such applications on substantially the same land
shall have been acted upon, a period of four calendar years must elapse before another application may be filed.
(c)
Staff studies of any agency or commission in the nature of land development plans which have not been
subjected to the procedures and requirements for the adoption and approval of a master plan shall not be used as
any part of the basis for the approval of applications in zoning cases.
(d)
A zoning map amendment may not be approved subject to a condition or qualification which is not uniformly
applicable throughout the County to all land in the same zoning classification.
(e)
No zoning classification shall be a floating zone.
(f)
State and County officials may not appear in a representative capacity on behalf of any private party in any
zoning case.
(g)
The Council may by law require that, subsequent to the granting of a zoning map amendment, a site plan shall
be filed and approved as a prerequisite for the issuance of a building permit. Such law shall contain standards for
approval and shall require that notice of the filing of the site plan be given to adjacent property owners and to
any municipality in which the land is located and that a public hearing shall be held prior to the approval of the
site plan.
Section 709. - Conflicts of Interest.
All public officials participating in the decision on, or the processing of, any application in any zoning case shall
file a public statement under oath, not later than July 1 of each year, with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for
Prince George's County, disclosing any interest in land located in Prince George's County held by himself or his
spouse during the preceding year. As used herein, interest includes both legal and equitable interest and includes
the ownership of more than five percent of the stock in any corporation which holds an interest in land in Prince
George's County. All public officials participating in the decision on, or the processing of, an application in a
zoning case shall annually file copies of their federal and state income tax returns with the Chief Judge of the
Seventh Judicial Circuit. Said returns may be disclosed by the Chief Judge to any law enforcement officer as the
public interest may require.
Section 710. - Zoning Hearing Examiner.
The Council may, subject to the provisions of Article IX of this Charter, employ one or more hearing examiners
to conduct public hearings in zoning cases. An examiner shall be an attorney admitted to practice before the
highest court of a state or of the District of Columbia, shall possess judicial temperament, shall have at least five
years experience in administrative litigation, and shall demonstrate a knowledge of administrative and zoning
law, practice, and procedure by competitive written examination. Said examiners shall be subject to the
provisions of Sections 709, 1001, and 1002 of this Charter.
Section 711. - Duties of Zoning Hearing Examiner.
In all cases delegated by the Council to a zoning hearing examiner, he shall conduct a full and complete public
hearing upon the application in question, subject to all the requirements and restrictions imposed by law upon
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the Council. He shall be empowered to swear witnesses and to request subpoenas from the Council. After the
conclusion of the hearing, he shall prepare and serve upon all persons of record a written decision which shall
contain specific findings of basic facts, conclusions of law, and a recommended disposition of the case. Within
thirty calendar days after service of the said decision, any person of record may file exceptions to any portion of
the decision and may request oral argument thereon before Council. The Council shall grant such request and
shall give at least ten calendar days notice of the time and place of the argument to all persons of record. In the
event no exceptions or request for oral argument is filed within thirty calendar days from the service of said
decision, the Council may act forthwith upon the application in accordance with Section 707 of this Charter. The
Council shall in all cases, decide finally each application by record vote within 90 calendar days after the
hearing examiner files his decision, in accordance with Section 707 of this Charter.
Section 712. - People's Zoning Counsel.
The County Executive shall appoint one or more attorneys, who are members of the bar of Maryland and are
experienced in zoning law and procedure, to serve as People's Zoning Counsel. Their compensation shall be
contained in the annual budget, and they shall be provided such clerical and other assistance as may be
determined by the annual budget. They shall be subject to the provisions of Sections 709, 1001, and 1002 of this
Charter. It shall be the duty of the People's Zoning Counsel to appear at all hearings on zoning cases, whether
before the Council or a hearing examiner, for the purposes of protecting the public interest and insuring the
compilation of a full and complete record. The People's Zoning Counsel may summon, examine and crossexamine witnesses, introduce documentary evidence into the record, file exceptions, and make such argument to
the hearing examiner or the Council as the law and the evidence in the case may warrant.
Section 713. - Judicial Review.
In addition to any person otherwise entitled to judicial review of a final decision of the Council in a zoning case,
any person of record shall be entitled to judicial review of said decision without the necessity of pleading or
proving any special loss, injury, or grievance. Any person or class of persons entitled to judicial review of a
zoning case in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County may appeal a final decision of said Court in such
case to the Court of Appeals by filing a timely appeal in accordance with the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
Section 714. - District Council.
During the existence of the Prince George's County District Council of the Maryland-Washington Regional
District, said District Council shall be the County Council and shall be subject to all of the restrictions,
limitations, and modifications contained in this Charter.
Section 715. - Furthering Legislation.
The Council shall adopt and publish rules of procedure pertaining to zoning cases not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Article.
ARTICLE VIII. - BUDGET AND FINANCE.
Section 801. - Fiscal Year and Tax Year.
The fiscal or budget year and the tax year of the County shall be as established by County or State law. If the
fiscal or budget year or the tax year is established by law as beginning on any day other than the first day of July,
then all related references to dates in this Charter shall be adjusted accordingly.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 803 was amended and renumbered to be Section 801.
Section 802. - Definition of Terms Used in this Article.
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(a)
The term "capital budget" shall mean the plan of the County to receive and expend funds for capital projects
scheduled to begin during the first fiscal year included in the capital program.
(b)
The term "capital program" shall mean the plan of the County to receive and expend funds for capital projects
during the fiscal year covered by the capital budget and the next succeeding five fiscal years thereafter.
(c)
The term "capital project" shall mean:
(1)
Any physical public betterment or improvement;
(2)
The acquisition of property of a permanent nature for public use; and
(3)
The purchase of equipment for any public betterment or improvement when first constructed.
(d)
The term "County funds" shall mean any monies received by the County or appropriated or approved by the
Council or to which the County may at any time have legal or equitable title.
(e)
The term "County government" shall include all agencies and their officers, agents, and employees who receive
or disburse County funds.
(f)
The term "general classification of expenditure" shall mean, with respect to the general fund, compensation,
operating expense, capital outlay, and recoveries for each agency and subagency unit thereof; total debt service
costs; and each item falling within all other nonagency expenditure categories; and with respect to all other
funds, the total for each such fund.
(g)
The term "operating budget" shall mean the plan of the County to receive and expend funds for charges incurred
for operation, maintenance, interest, and other charges for the ensuing fiscal year.
(h)
The term "recovery" shall mean the classification used to account for reimbursement of expenditures incurred by
an agency or fund for services it provides to another agency or fund.
(i)
The term "revenue" shall mean all the funds that the County receives in a fiscal year, including tax payments,
fees for specific services, receipts from other governments, fines, forfeitures, shared revenues, interest income,
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and transfers from other funds.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 804 was amended and renumbered to be Section 802.
Section 803. - Comprehensive Scope of Budget.
The County budget shall consist of the current expense budget, the capital budget and capital program, and the
budget message. It shall represent a complete financial plan for the County, including all estimated revenues
from all sources, all planned expenditures, and the surplus or deficit in the general and all special funds of the
County government and shall be presented in such format as the Council may prescribe by resolution.
(Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 805 was renumbered without amendment to be Section 803.
Section 804. - Public Hearings by County Executive and Submission of the County Budget.
The County Executive shall hold one or more advertised public hearings on the proposed budget prior to
submission to the Council. Not later than March 15 of each fiscal year, the County Executive shall submit to the
Council the proposed County budget for the ensuing fiscal year.
(Amended, CB-129-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended CB-38-1980; ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-58-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Editor's note— Former Section 811 was amended and renumbered to be Section 804.
Section 805. - Contents of the Capital Budget and Capital Program.
The proposed capital budget and capital program shall be so arranged as to set forth clearly the plan of proposed
capital projects to be undertaken in the ensuing fiscal year and in each of the next five fiscal years, and also the
proposed means of financing the same. The capital budget shall include a statement of the receipts anticipated
during the ensuing fiscal year from all borrowing and from other sources for capital projects.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 808 was renumbered without amendment to be Section 805.
Section 806. - Contents of the Operating Budget.
(a)
The proposed operating expense budget shall contain the following information: (1) a statement of all revenue
estimated to be received by the County during the ensuing fiscal year, classified so as to show the receipts by
funds and sources of income; (2) a statement of debt service requirements for the ensuing fiscal year; (3) a
statement of the estimated surplus if any, available for expenditure during the ensuing fiscal year, and any
estimated deficit in any fund required to be made up in the ensuing fiscal year; (3.1) the proposed expenditures
of the Legislative Branch as submitted by the Council; (4) an estimate of the expenditures which the County
Executive deems necessary for conducting the business of the County to be financed from and not to exceed
estimated revenue for the ensuing fiscal year; (5) a statement of the bonded and other indebtedness of the
County government and its agencies, including self-liquidating and special taxing district debt and contingent
liabilities; (6) a statement of the proposed contingency reserves, subject to appropriation only in accordance with
Section 816 of this Charter, which shall equal five per centum of the general fund, provided, however, that if an
emergency results in a depletion of the reserve by more than thirty per centum, the reserve deficit may be
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refunded within the next two fiscal years; (7) a comparative statement of the actual revenues and expenditures
for the last completed fiscal year; the budgeted and estimated revenues and expenditures for the currently ending
fiscal year; and the projected revenues and expenditures recommended by the Executive for the ensuing fiscal
year; (8) forecast of goods and services that would necessitate competitive bidding for the ensuing fiscal year;
and (9) any other material which the County Executive may deem advisable or the Council may require by
resolution.
(b)
Concurrent with the submission of the proposed annual operating budget, the County Executive shall submit to
the County Council a report of all exempt positions pursuant to Section 902(2), (3), (4), (5), (9), and (13) of this
Charter. The report shall include the name of the incumbent and compensation for all such positions for the sixmonth period ending the prior March 1. A second report for the six-month period ending September 1 shall be
submitted not later than September 15 of each year. A similar report shall be filed in the manner prescribed
herein by the County Council for the Legislative Branch.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-181992, ratified Nov. 3, 1992; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-58-2006, ratified Nov.
7, 2006)
Editor's note— CR-88-1987 provided that any revenues in the proposed current expense budget which are
projected to be derived from a new category of tax not enacted by the County Council shall be separately
identified in the proposed budget as a contingent section of the proposed budget.
Former Section 809 was amended and renumbered to be Section 806.
Section 807. - Contents of the Budget Message.
The budget message shall contain supporting summary tables and shall explain the proposed operating budget
and capital program both in fiscal terms and in terms of work to be done. It shall outline the proposed financial
policies of the County for the ensuing fiscal year and describe the important features of the operating budget. It
shall indicate any major changes in fiscal policies and in expenditures, appropriations, and revenues as compared
with the fiscal year currently ending and shall set forth the reasons for such changes.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 810 was amended and renumbered to be Section 807.
Section 808. - Filing of Proposed Budget, Copies.
The proposed County budget shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council and copies thereof shall be made
available to the public upon request.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 812 was renumbered without amendment to be Section 808.
Section 809. - Public Budget Hearings and Action on the Budget by the Council.
Upon receipt of the proposed County budget, the Clerk of the Council shall cause to be published a notice of the
place and time of at least two public hearings on the budget by the Council. Such public notice shall be
published in the County newspapers of record and in media for public notice as defined in Section 1008 of this
Charter. The Council may hold such other preliminary hearings on the budget for the purpose of obtaining
information as it may determine, but no action shall be taken by the Council on the budget except in public
session. After the final public budget hearing, the Council may not add new items but may increase, decrease, or
delete any items in the budget except those required by the laws of this State or of this County, and except any
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provisions for debt service on obligations then outstanding or for estimated cash deficits. The Council shall have
no power to change the form of the budget as submitted by the Executive or to alter the revenue estimates except
to correct mathematical errors, or, by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the full County Council, adjust the
revenue estimates by an increase or decrease of no more than one percent (1%). The adoption of the operating
budget, the capital budget and the capital program shall be by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of
the full Council by a law to be known as the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of Prince George's
County. The Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance shall be adopted by the Council on or before June 1 of
each fiscal year, and if the Council fails to do so, the proposed operating budget submitted by the County
Executive shall stand adopted, and funds for the expenditures proposed in the current expense budget shall stand
appropriated as fully and to the same extent as if favorable action thereon had been taken by the Council.
(Amended, CB-129-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-72-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006; Amended, CB-52-2014, ratified
Nov. 4, 2014)
Editor's note— Portions of former Sections 813 and 814 were amended and combined into current Section 809.
Section 810. - Public Availability of the Budget.
The budget as adopted shall be made available to the public upon request.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 815 was amended and renumbered to be Section 810.
Section 811. - Tax Levy and Balanced Budget.
When the County budget shall have been finally adopted in the Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance,
the Council shall thereupon by separate resolution levy and cause to be raised the amount of taxes required by
the budget in the manner provided by law so that the budget shall be balanced as to proposed income and
expenditures.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; petition ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified
Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 817A was amended and renumbered to be Section 811.
Section 812. - Tax Rate Limitation.
(a)
(1)
Except as provided in this Section 812, the Council shall not levy a real property tax which would result in a
total collection of real property taxes greater than the amount collected in fiscal year 1979;
(2)
The Council may levy a real property tax which would result in a total collection of real property taxes greater
than the amount collected in fiscal year 1979 if the real property tax rate does not exceed Two Dollars and forty
cents ($2.40) for each One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of assessed value.
(b)
In the event that any annual collection of real property taxes exceeds the limits set forth in this section as
estimated in the annual budget projections, said excess shall be placed in the contingency fund, and, if not used
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during the current fiscal year, said excess will be included in the budget estimate for real property taxes in the
following fiscal year.
(c)
In the event the County Council shall establish, pursuant to proper authority, any separate class of residential real
property tax, then, and in that event, all other classes of real property taxes would be exempt from this section,
and the total real property taxes on residential real property shall not exceed the total amount of taxes collected
on residential real property in fiscal year 1979.
(d)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-105 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, on or before January 1 of each year, the County Council shall set, by law, the homestead credit
percentage for the taxable year beginning the following July 1. The homestead credit percentage shall be no
greater than 100% plus the percentage of increase in the Consumer Price Index for the previous twelve months,
rounded to the nearest whole number, but not more than 105%.
(Petition ratified Nov. 7, 1978; CB-63-1984, ratified Nov. 6, 1984; CB-89-1992, ratified Nov. 8, 1994;
Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Section 7, Chapter 80, 2000 Laws of Maryland, provides that any limit on a local tax rate in a
Charter provision that is expressed as a rate to be applied to an assessment of real property shall be construed to
mean a rate equal to 40% times the rate stated in the Charter provision. Accordingly, the $2.40 rate stated in
Section 817B(a)(2) shall be construed to be $.96
Former Section 817B was renumbered with minor amendments to be Section 812.
Section 813. - Approval of New or Additional Taxes by Referendum.
(a)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 319 of this Charter, the County Council shall refer to a referendum of
the qualified voters of the County, at the ensuing regular general election for members of the House of
Representatives of the United States, any ordinance or resolution levying or charging the amount of any tax or
fee in excess of the amount levied or charged in the preceding fiscal year. Each such ordinance or resolution
shall be subject to a separate ballot question at the referendum. Any ordinance or resolution adopted by the
County Council levying or charging any tax or fee which is required to be referred to referendum as provided in
this Section shall contain a separate levy or charge in an amount equal to the amount of any tax or fee levied or
charged in the preceding fiscal year. Such separate levy or charge shall be effective on the date provided in the
ordinance or resolution approving it. Any increase in the amount of any tax or fee over and above the amount
levied or charged in the preceding fiscal year shall be of no force or effect unless approved by a simple majority
of voters voting on the ballot question at the referendum. Upon the approval of such ordinance or resolution by a
simple majority of voters voting on the ballot question at the referendum, such ordinance or resolution shall take
effect immediately.
(b)
The County Executive and the County Council shall inform the general public through public hearings,
government media and public print and telecommunication media of the County's intention to levy or charge a
tax or fee in excess of the amount levied or charged in the preceding fiscal year, its projected fiscal impact upon
taxpayers, and its intended purpose. The County Executive shall budget, and the County Council shall
appropriate, the revenue necessary to permit such information to be provided to the general public in the manner
prescribed herein.
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(c)
The language of the ballot question at the referendum describing any ordinance or resolution pursuant to this
Section shall contain, but not be confined to:
(1)
A description, in easy to understand language, of the kind or classification of the tax or fee proposed to be levied
or charged;
(2)
The amount of such tax or fee during the preceding fiscal year;
(3)
The amount of any proposed increase; and
(4)
The purpose for which such additional tax or fee is being levied or charged.
(d)
(1)
Fees relating to licenses and permits for the following shall be exempt from the requirements of this Section:
street privileges, liquor, traders, hawkers and peddlers, refuse, taxicabs, solicitors, marriage, dance, bondsmen,
animal registration, mechanics, electrical, building and grading, boiler, apartments, single family rental, sign,
utility, towing facilities, heating and air conditioning repair, TV/radio repair facilities, palmists, burglar alarms,
benefit performance and casino, sediment control, contractor board of registration, health, and secondhand
dealers.
(2)
Fees relating to charges for services for the following shall be exempt from the requirements of this Section:
Sheriff's Department, Zoning Appeals Board, tax collection service, Driving While Intoxicated ("DWI"), inmate
commissions, health, appearance and witness, advance life support transport, tax sale cost recoveries, housing—
state prisoners, housing—federal prisoners, contractual police services, boiler inspection, DWI work release,
County sales, animal control, mosquito control, Circuit Court marriage ceremonies, State's Attorney incentive
payments, casino night levies, cable franchises, and local 911.
(e)
This Section shall not be construed to amend or otherwise modify Section 812 hereof.
(Petition ratified Nov. 5, 1996; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 817C was renumbered with minor amendments to be Section 813.
Section 814. - Transfer of Appropriations.
Transfers of appropriations between general classifications of expenditures in the current expense budget within
the same agency and within the same fund may be authorized by the County Executive; provided, however, that
transfers exceeding a $250,000.00 aggregate, or such other sum as may be set by legislative act, in one fiscal
year may be made on the recommendation of the County Executive with the approval of the County Council.
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Transfers between agencies of the County government and within the same fund of the current expense budget
may be made on the recommendation of the County Executive and with the approval of the Council. Interproject
transfers of appropriations between capital projects in the capital budget may be authorized by legislative act of
the Council upon request of the County Executive, but no new project shall be created nor any abandoned except
in accordance with Section 818 and Section 820 of this Charter. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to
prevent the Council, upon request of the County Executive, from providing by law for interfund cash borrowings
to meet temporary cash requirements nor to prevent reimbursements among funds for services rendered.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-73-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Editor's note— Former Section 818 was renumbered with minor amendments to be Section 814.
Section 815. - Supplementary Appropriations; Staffing Level Increases.
(a)
During any fiscal year, the Council, upon recommendation of the County Executive, may, by resolution, make
additional or supplementary appropriations from unexpended and unencumbered funds set aside for
contingencies in the County budget, and from Federal, State or private grants which were not included in the
budget for the current fiscal year, and may, by legislative act, make additional or supplementary appropriations
from revenue received from anticipated sources but in excess of budget estimates therefor, from revenues
received from sources not anticipated in the budget for the current fiscal year and from any prior year available
and uncommitted fund balance.
(b)
During any fiscal year, no agency of County government may exceed the number of positions in each grade for
that agency as approved in the operating budget without the prior approval of the Council.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-70-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006)
Editor's note— Former Section 819 was amended and renumbered to be Section 815.
Section 816. - Emergency Appropriations.
To meet a public emergency, which constitutes a sudden, unexpected or unforeseen condition or occurrence,
creating an imminent hazard to life, health or property and requiring an immediate action, the Council may, by
resolution and upon the recommendation of the County Executive, make emergency appropriations from
contingent funds, from revenue received from anticipated sources but in excess of the budget estimates therefor,
from revenues received from sources not anticipated in the budget for the current fiscal year, or from any prior
year available and uncommitted fund balance. To the extent that there may be no available unappropriated
revenues to meet such emergency appropriations, the Council may, by legislative act approved by a two-thirds
affirmative vote of the full County Council, authorize the issuance of emergency notes which may be renewed
from time to time. Such notes and renewals shall be paid not later than the last day of the fiscal year next
succeeding that in which the emergency appropriation was made.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 820 was amended and renumbered to be Section 816.
Section 817. - Appropriation Reduction.
If at any time during the fiscal year, the County Executive shall ascertain that the available revenue for the year
may be less than the total appropriations, he shall reconsider the appropriations for all agencies, and may revise
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them so as to forestall expenditures in excess of the income and fund balances. Any reduction in appropriations
of the Legislative Branch shall be reviewed and approved by the Council, and a copy transmitted to the County
Executive.
(Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 822 was amended and renumbered to be Section 817.
Section 818. - Lapsed Appropriations.
Unless otherwise provided by law, all unexpended and unencumbered appropriations in the operating budget
remaining at the end of the fiscal year shall lapse into the County treasury. No appropriation for a capital project
in the capital budget shall lapse until the purpose for which the appropriation was made shall have been
accomplished or abandoned; provided that any capital project shall stand abandoned if three fiscal years elapse
without any expenditure from or encumbrance of the appropriation made therefor. The balances remaining to the
credit of the completed or abandoned capital projects shall be available for appropriation in subsequent capital
budgets.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 821 was renumbered with minor amendments to be Section 818.
Section 819. - Appropriation Control and Certification of Funds.
No agency of the County government shall during any fiscal year expend, or contract to expend, any money or
incur any liability, or enter into any contract which, by its terms, involves the expenditure of money for any
purpose in excess of the amounts appropriated in the budget for such fiscal year, or in any supplemental
appropriation as herein provided; and no such payment shall be made nor any obligation or liability incurred,
except for purchases in an amount to be fixed by legislative act, unless the Director of Finance or his designee
shall first certify that the funds for the designated purpose are available. If any officer, agent or employee of the
County government shall knowingly violate this provision, he shall be personally liable and such action shall be
cause, after public hearing, for his removal from office by the County Executive or by majority vote of the
Council, notwithstanding the provisions of Article IX of this Charter. Nothing in this Charter shall authorize the
making of contracts providing for the payment of funds at a time beyond the fiscal year in which such contracts
are made for personal service contracts exceeding an aggregate of One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) per contractor, or such other sum as may be set by legislative act, and an aggregate of Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) for all other multiyear contracts, or such other sum as may be set by
legislative act, provided the nature of such transactions reasonably requires the making of such contracts, unless
such contracts are approved by resolution of the County Council upon notice and public hearing. No language in
such contract, including language subjecting the contract to further funding availability, shall obviate the
requirement that all multiyear contracts shall be approved by resolution of the County Council upon notice and
public hearing. Any contract, lease, or other obligation requiring the payment of funds from the appropriations
of a later fiscal year shall be made or approved by resolution of the County Council upon notice and public
hearing. No contract for the purchase of real property shall be made unless the funds therefor are included in the
capital budget.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-95-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-74-2006, ratified Nov. 7, 2006; Amended CB-57-2012, ratified Nov.
6, 2012)
Editor's note— Former Section 823 was amended and renumbered to be Section 819.
Section 820. - Restrictions on Capital Projects: Amendment to Capital Budget after Adoption of Budget.
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No obligations of the County shall be authorized in any fiscal year for or on account of any capital project not
included in the County budget as finally adopted for such year; provided that upon receipt of a recommendation
in writing from the County Executive, the Council may, after public hearing and with the affirmative vote of
two-thirds of its members, amend the County budget in accordance with such recommendation.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 824 was amended and renumbered to be Section 820.
Section 821. - Composition and Limitations upon County Funds.
All revenues and receipts from utility assessments, self-sustaining public service enterprises, and refuse
collection; from monies held by the County as trustee or agent; or from bond proceeds shall be paid into and
appropriated from special funds created therefor. All other revenues and receipts of the County from taxes,
grants, State revenues and other receipts shall be paid into and appropriated from the general fund which shall be
the primary fund for the financing of current expenses for the conduct of County business. Upon request of the
County Executive, the Council may, by the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance, or by other legislative
act, provide for the establishment of working capital or revolving funds for the financing of central stores,
equipment pools, or other services common to the agencies of the County. Notwithstanding other provisions of
this Article, the Council may establish a Reserve Fund for Permanent Public Improvements, and self-insurance
of County property into which there may be paid by the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance cash
surpluses not otherwise appropriated, or toward the financing of which taxes or other sources of revenue may be
dedicated.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 825 was renumbered without amendment to be Section 821.
Section 822. - Form and Term of Bonds.
All general obligation bonds shall be in serial and/or term form and payable as consecutively numbered, in
annual installments, the first of which shall be payable not more than two years from the day of issue. Bonds
shall be properly authenticated. All bonds shall be made payable within the probable useful life of the
improvement or undertaking with respect to which they are to be issued, or, if the bonds are to be issued for
several improvements or undertakings, then within the average probable useful life of all such improvements or
undertakings. No bonds shall mature and be payable more than forty years after their date of issuance.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-50-2014, ratified
Nov. 4, 2014)
Editor's note— Former Section 826 was amended and renumbered to be Section 822.
Section 823. - Contents of Bond Issue Authorization Ordinances.
Any borrowing to finance capital projects must be authorized by an existing law of the General Assembly of
Maryland or by a law of the Council adopted in accordance with this Charter. The Council may adopt from time
to time bond issue authorization ordinances pursuant to an enabling law or laws then in force and in effect to
provide the means of financing such capital projects as are to be financed from borrowing. Each Bond Issue
Authorization Ordinance shall include a statement of the purpose or purposes of the issue, and if the purpose is
to finance one or more capital projects, it shall describe each of them sufficiently for purposes of identification,
but no capital project shall be included unless the amount included therein shall be deemed sufficient to
complete at least a usable portion of such project. The Ordinance shall estimate the cost of the project or projects
and the portion thereof to be defrayed from sources, specifically named, other than the proposed bond issues.
The Ordinance shall also include the amount of the proposed issue; a statement showing that the proposed issue
is within the legal limitation on the indebtedness of the County; the probable useful life of the project or average
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probable useful life of the projects to be financed; a statement of the tax or other revenues of the County pledged
to the payment of the principal of, and interest on, the bonds; and that the full faith and credit of the County are
pledged to such payments.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-36-1979, ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-682002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 827 was amended and renumbered to be Section 823.
Section 824. - Furthering Legislation.
The Council may adopt such budget and fiscal laws to implement the objects and purposes of this Article as it
shall deem necessary.
(Amended, CB-68-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Former Section 828 was renumbered without amendment to be Section 824.
ARTICLE IX. - PERSONNEL.
Section 901. - The Personnel System.
Except for those in exempt positions, the Council shall provide by law for a personnel system governing the
appointment and removal of employees, and other personnel procedures for employees in the County
government. The personnel system shall insure that personnel actions are based upon merit and fitness, and that
no employee or applicant for employment shall be discriminated against in any personnel action by reason of
race, color, religion, age, disability, creed, sex, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, political
affiliation, or country of national origin.
(Amended, CB-53-2014, ratified Nov. 4, 2014; Amended, CB-36-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
Section 902. - Classified and Exempt Service.
County positions shall be either in the classified or the exempt services. The exempt service shall consist of: (1)
elected officials; (2) the Chief Administrative Officer; (3) the directors and deputy directors of offices and
departments in the executive branch; (4) the executive directors and members of boards and commissions; (5)
the immediate staff of the County Executive; (6) the County Auditor; (7) persons assigned to hourly rated
positions for temporary or seasonal help, provided that such persons are not compensated for more than 1000
hours work per twelve-month period; (8) experts or specialists performing temporary services; (9) persons
employed as attorneys-at-law, except hearing examiners; (10) employees required to be covered by the State
merit system; (11) aides for each member of the Council; (12) the Council Administrator, and (13) other
positions recommended by the County Executive and approved by the County Council.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-96-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-21980; ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-58-2004, ratified Nov.
2, 2004)
Editor's note— The amendment to Section 902 to include deputy directors of offices and departments in the
Executive Branch in the exempt service shall not apply to individuals who are in those positions on December 6,
2002.
Section 903. - Salaries and Wages.
Salaries and wages of both classified and exempt service employees shall be determined in accordance with
classification and salary plans. Except as otherwise provided herein, for such plans to become effective, they
shall be submitted by the County Executive to the Council for legislative action thereon. If the Council fails to
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take final action upon a salary plan within sixty calendar days of its submission to the Council by the County
Executive, then such plan shall stand approved. Classification plans for positions uniquely within the Legislative
Branch shall be adopted by resolution of the Council.
(Amended, CB-58-2004; ratified Nov. 2, 2004)
Section 904. - The Personnel Law.
The personnel law of the County shall include but not be limited to: (1) classification and pay plans including
the allocation of positions; (2) construction, maintenance, and expiration of eligibility lists; (3) certification and
appointment procedures; (4) probationary requirements; (5) promotion, transfer, and separation procedures; (6)
disciplinary procedures; (7) career development plans; (8) special rules relating to the fire and police services;
and (9) such other matters as may be required by law.
Section 905. - Reserved.
(Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 906. - Personnel Board.
There shall be a Personnel Board consisting of five qualified voters of the County. Members of the Personnel
Board shall be appointed by the County Executive for terms coterminous with his and confirmed by the Council.
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner of original appointment. Each member shall serve
until his successor is appointed and qualified. A member of the Board may be removed only for cause by the
County Executive, subject to approval by the Council. The County Executive shall designate a member of the
Board as chairman.
Section 907. - Powers and Duties of the Personnel Board.
The Personnel Board shall have the power and the duty: (1) to recommend to the Council rules and regulations
which shall have the force of law upon adoption by the Council; (2) to hear appeals from employees in the
classified service concerning any action of the Personnel Officer or the appointing authority of the employee,
except that the Personnel Board shall not grant relief to employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement
authorized by Section 908 of this Charter where that collective bargaining agreement contains a procedure which
can provide a remedy to the employee. After a hearing, which shall be public if so requested by the aggrieved
employee, the Personnel Board may issue such order as it finds proper by the facts presented in the case. All
data pertinent to the decision shall be subject to the scrutiny of the aggrieved party or his attorney; (3) to hear
and decide for the County appeals from employees concerning any action pertaining to the methods of
examination, certification, or preparation of eligibility lists for appointment or promotion; (4) to advise and
consult, as appropriate, with County officials on matters concerning the administration of the County career
service and personnel rules and regulations and to report to the County Executive and the Council on the
operation of the personnel system; and (5) to carry out such other functions as may be assigned by law. In case
of any appeal to the Personnel Board, its decision shall be final on all parties concerned and may not be appealed
to any other administrative board. Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Personnel Board may, within
thirty calendar days, appeal a decision to the Circuit Court of Prince George's County. Such appeal shall be
limited to errors of jurisdiction, errors of law, and clear abuse of discretion by the Personnel Board.
(Amended, CB-85-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 908. - Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively.
In order that County employees may participate in the formulation and implementation of personnel policies
affecting their employment, they shall have the right to organize and bargain collectively through representatives
of their own choosing, subject to any procedural regulations that the Council shall provide by law. The Council
shall provide by law a labor code for County employees, which shall include: (1) the manner of establishing
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units appropriate for collective bargaining; (2) the manner of designating or selecting bargaining representatives;
and (3) definitions of and remedies for unfair labor practices. In order to prevent strikes, job actions, and other
disruptions that might impede the protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare, the County
Executive shall immediately submit to binding arbitration any disputed issues including but not limited to wages
and terms and conditions of employment arising out of the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement with
a representative of County Protective Service Employees which has not successfully been negotiated by March 1
of the year in which any existing agreement expires unless an extension is mutually agreed upon. "Protective
Service Employees" shall be defined as sworn police officers, uniformed firefighters, correctional officers and
deputy sheriffs. The disputed issues shall be submitted to the American Arbitration Association and arbitrated
pursuant to the rules of the American Arbitration Association. The arbitration hearing shall be concluded and
decision rendered within ninety days of the submission of arbitration unless otherwise ordered by the arbitrator.
The decision of this mandatory arbitration shall be binding upon the County and the Protective Service
Employees. The County Executive is authorized to submit to binding arbitration any disputes arising out of the
interpretation of, or the application of, any collective bargaining agreement with the representative of County
employees. Nothing herein shall be deemed to authorize a strike by any County employee or employees engaged
in duties directly affecting the public safety.
(Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-83-1988, ratified Nov. 8, 1988)
Section 909. - Political Activity.
All County employees may participate or refrain from participating in partisan political activity. County
employees shall not engage in partisan political activity during their hours of employment.
ARTICLE X. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Section 1001. - Code of Ethics.
The Council shall prescribe by law a code of ethics, and provide for the enforcement and penalties for violations
thereof, covering all elected and appointed officers and employees of the County paid in whole or in part from
County funds, and including persons appointed to serve on boards and commissions established by law. The
code of ethics shall provide for the regulation of ex parte communications and for the disqualification of any
person participating in the decision process, if there is a conflict between his official duties and his private
interests. The code of ethics shall also provide for the establishment of a five-member board to administer the
code. Members of such board, to be known as the Board of Ethics, shall be appointed by the County Executive
and confirmed by the Council for staggered terms. A member of the board can only be removed by the County
Executive subject to approval by the Council. Not more than three members of the Board shall be members of
the same political party.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-109-1992, ratified Nov. 8, 1994)
Section 1002. - Conflict of Interest.
No officer or employee of the County, whether elected or appointed, shall in any manner whatsoever be
interested in, or receive any benefit from, the profits or emoluments of any contract, job, work, or service for the
County. No such officer or employee shall accept any service or thing of value, directly or indirectly, upon more
favorable terms than those granted to the public generally, from any person, firm, or corporation having dealings
with the County; nor shall he receive, directly or indirectly, any part of any fee, commission, or other
compensation paid or payable by the County, or by any person in connection with any dealings with the County,
or by any person in connection with any dealings or proceedings before any agency of the County government.
No such officer or employee shall directly or indirectly be the broker or agent who procures or receives any
compensation in connection with the procurement of any type of bonds for County officers, employees, persons,
or firms doing business with the County. No such officer or employee shall solicit any compensation or gratuity
in the form of money or otherwise for any act or omission in the course of his public work, except as provided
by law or interstate compact; provided that the head of any department or board of the County may permit an
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employee to receive a reward publicly offered and paid for the accomplishment of a particular task. The
provisions of this Section shall be broadly construed and strictly enforced for the purpose of preventing officers
and employees from securing any pecuniary advantages, however indirect, from their public associations, other
than their compensation provided by law. In order to guard against injustice, the Board of Ethics may, by
resolution, specifically authorize any County officer or employee to own stock in any corporation or to maintain
a business in connection with any person, firm, or corporation dealing with the County, if, on full public
disclosure of all pertinent facts to the Board of Ethics by such officer or employee, the Board of Ethics shall
determine that such stock ownership or connection does not violate the public interest. Any officer or employee
of the County who willfully violates any of the provisions of this Section shall forfeit his office. If any person
shall offer, pay, refund, or rebate any part of any fee, commission, or other form of compensation to any officer
or employee of the County in connection with any County business or proceeding, he shall, on conviction, be
punishable by imprisonment for not less than one or more than six months or a fine of not less than $100.00 or
more than $1,000.00, or both. Any contract made in violation of this Section may be declared void by the
County Executive or by resolution of the Council. The penalties in this Section shall be in addition to all other
penalties provided by law.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974)
Section 1003. - Private Use of Public Employees.
No officer or employee of the County, elected or appointed, shall compel any other officer or employee of the
County to do or perform any private service or work outside of his public office or employment.
Section 1004. - Additional Compensation.
No officer or employee of the County, elected or appointed, whose compensation is fixed, in whole or in part, by
this Charter, the laws of the County, or its personnel regulations, shall be entitled to any other compensation
from the County for performance of public duties, except expenses for travel and subsistence incident to the
performance of his official duties as prescribed by law.
Section 1005. - Official Lobbying.
The Council shall not appropriate or approve any funds for any agency which receives or disburses County
funds, other than for the immediate staff of the County Executive and the Council, to be used for the purpose of
securing the passage or defeat of any legislation. No officer appointed by the County Executive or by the
Council may, in his official capacity, recommend or request the passage or defeat of any legislation without the
express prior approval of the County Executive or of the Council. Nothing herein shall preclude any officer or
employee from providing public data or information in response to any official inquiry or making any
recommendation required by law. Every officer or employee shall provide public data or information to the
Council in response to an official inquiry or when making any recommendation required by law.
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974)
Section 1006. - Limitation on Ad Valorem Taxation.
Except as required by State law or the terms of any certificate of indebtedness outstanding on the effective date
of this Charter, the Council shall have no power to levy any ad valorem tax on real or personal property for the
benefit of any particular agency which receives or disburses County funds. Any ad valorem tax on real or
personal property, with the aforementioned exceptions, shall accrue only to the general fund of the County.
Section 1007. - Bonding Officers.
Officers of the executive branch who have possession of or control over any funds of the County shall be bonded
for the faithful performance of their duties in such sum as may be fixed and with sureties to be approved by the
Council on recommendation of the County Executive. Surety bond premiums shall be paid by the County.
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Section 1008. - Newspapers of Record.
The Council shall designate one or more County newspapers of record and shall designate two or more primary
sources of County maintained electronic media available to the public for the publication and transmission of
official County notices. Such designation shall be for at least one year and shall, insofar as possible, provide
County-wide access. At least four weeks' public notice shall be given prior to any change in newspapers of
record. Where a newspaper of record is sold to or merged with another newspaper, the designation shall continue
in the new newspaper if circulation is continued to the previous subscribers, unless the designation is declined
by the paper. Where the circulation of a newspaper of record is not continued, or the designation is declined, for
any reason, the County Council may designate another newspaper of record without public notice for a
temporary or permanent period.
(Amended, CB-36-1980, ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, CB-52-2014, ratified Nov. 4, 2014)
Section 1009. - Prevailing Hours and Wages.
The Council shall provide by law a system for establishing prevailing hours and wages for all contractors and
subcontractors performing work for the County government. Said law shall establish a Wage Determination
Board of the purpose of administering the provisions thereof. Said board shall be composed, in part, of
representatives of industry and labor.
Section 1010. - County Seal.
The Council shall adopt a County Seal. The Seal shall contain the corporate name of the County and such other
information or insignia as the Council may determine. The County Executive, the Chief Administrative Officer,
the Clerk of the Council, and such other officers as may be specified by law shall have power to attest to the
County Seal.
Section 1011. - Custody of Papers and Records.
The Council shall provide for the custody and safekeeping of all deeds, bonds, contracts, releases, and other
papers and instruments involving the interests of the County.
Section 1012. - Subpoena Power.
The Council shall have the power to administer oaths, to compel the attendance of witnesses, and to require the
production of records and other materials in connection with any investigation, inquiry, or hearing authorized by
law or by this Charter. The Council may delegate its powers recited herein.
(Amended, CB-70-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Section 1013. - Reserved.
(Amended, CB-88-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB-43-1981, ratified Nov. 2, 1982; Amended, CB104-1986, ratified Nov. 4, 1986; Amended, CB-71-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
Editor's note— Section 1, Laws of Maryland 1987, Chapter 594, enacted the Local Government Tort Claims
Act, Title 5, Subtitle 4, Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. Section 2 of that
Act previously repealed this provision.
Section 1014. - Construction of Powers.
The failure to mention a particular power to enumerate similar powers in this Charter shall not be construed to
exclude such powers or to restrict the authority that the County would have if the particular power were
mentioned or the similar powers enumerated. The Charter shall be liberally construed to the end that, within the
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limits imposed by the Charter and by the Constitution and laws of the State, the County shall have all powers
necessary for the conduct of its affairs.
Section 1015. - Separability.
If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Charter shall be held unconstitutional,
invalid, or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, then it is intended and declared by the people of the
County that all other articles, sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases of the Charter and their
application to all other persons and circumstances shall be separable and shall not be affected by any such
decision.
Section 1016. - Citation.
This Charter shall be known and may be cited as "The Prince George's County Charter."
Section 1017. - Definitions and Rules of Construction.
As used in this Charter or the schedule of legislation attached hereto:
(a)
The word "bill" shall mean any measure introduced in the Council for legislative action.
(b)
The words "act," "ordinance," "public local law," and "legislative act," when used in connection with any action
by the Council, shall be synonymous and shall mean any bill enacted in the manner and form provided in this
Charter.
(c)
The word "resolution" shall mean a measure adopted by the Council having the force and effect of law but of a
temporary or administrative character.
(d)
The word "law" shall be construed as including all acts, public local laws, ordinances, and other legislative acts
of the Council, all ordinances and resolutions of the County Commissioners not hereby or hereafter amended or
repealed, and all public general laws and public local laws of the General Assembly in effect from time to time
after the adoption of this Charter, whenever such construction would be reasonable.
(e)
The words "enact," "enacted," or "enactment," when used in connection with the legislative acts of the Council,
shall mean the action by the Council in approving any item of legislative business prior to its submission to the
County Executive for his approval or veto.
(f)
The word "State" shall mean the State of Maryland.
(g)
The words "State law" shall mean all laws or portions of law enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland
which may not be repealed by the Council after the effective date of this Charter.
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(h)
The word "shall" shall be construed as mandatory and the word "may" shall be construed as permissive.
(i)
The word "person" shall include the words "individual," "corporation," "partnership," and "association" unless
such a construction would be unreasonable.
(j)
The word "officer" shall include the word "councilman."
(k)
The words "County Executive" shall be construed as meaning the chief executive officer of the County and the
elected Executive Officer mentioned in Section 3, Article XI-A of the Constitution of Maryland.
(l)
Whenever in this Charter the masculine gender is used, such words shall be construed to include the feminine
gender.
(m)
The word "agency" when used to designate a subordinate element of government shall be construed as including
all offices, departments, institutions, boards, commissions, and corporations of the County government and,
when so specified, all other offices, departments, institutions, boards, commissions, and corporations which
receive or disburse County funds.
(n)
The words "administrative officers" as used in Section 313 of this Charter shall mean the head of any agency
which receives or disburses County funds.
(o)
When computing a period of time in days, the day of the event shall not be included in the computation, but the
last day shall be included in the determination. Unless the words "calendar days" are used, Saturdays, Sundays,
and holidays observed by the County shall not be included.
(p)
The words "qualified voter," wherever they appear in this Charter, shall mean "registered voter."
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Amended, CB-40-1976, ratified Nov. 2, 1976; Amended, CB109-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Amended, CB-71-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002)
ARTICLE XI. - EFFECT AND AMENDMENT OF CHARTER.
Section 1101. - Effective Date of Charter.
This Charter shall become effective on the thirtieth day following its adoption, except as otherwise specifically
provided in the Transitional Provisions (Article XII) of this Charter.
Editor's note— The Charter was adopted by County voters on Nov. 3, 1970.
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Section 1102. - Existing Laws.
The Public Local Laws of Prince George's County and all rules, regulations, resolutions, and ordinances of the
County Commissioners in force at the time of the effective date of this Charter are hereby repealed to the extent
that they are inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, but no further; and to the extent that they are not
hereby repealed because of such inconsistency, all such public local laws, rules, regulations, resolutions, and
ordinances shall continue in full force and effect until repealed and amended.
Section 1103. - Existing Officers and Employees.
All appointed officers and employees of the County government holding office at the effective date of this
Charter, except the officers holding the offices specifically abolished by this Charter, shall continue to be
employed at their existing compensation subject to the provisions of this Charter.
Section 1104. - Reference in State Constitution and Laws to County Commissioners.
All references in the Constitution and the laws of this State to the County Commissioners shall, at such time as
the elected members of the first Council and the first County Executive take office, be construed to refer to the
Council and to the County Executive whenever such construction would be reasonable. The Council and the
County Executive shall succeed to all powers vested heretofore in the County Commissioners by the
Constitution and laws of this State. Whenever any State law imposes upon the Board of County Commissioners
the responsibility of making a recommendation to the Governor of Maryland or to any other official not
established by this Charter concerning the appointment of any person, such responsibility shall devolve upon the
County Executive.
Section 1105. - Charter Amendment.
Amendments to this Charter may be proposed by an act of the Council approved by not less than two-thirds of
the members of the full Council, and such action shall be exempt from executive veto. Amendments may also be
proposed by petition filed with the County Executive and signed by 10,000 registered voters of the County.
When so proposed, whether by act of the Council or by petition, the question shall be submitted to the voters of
the County at the next general election occurring after the passage of said act or the filing of said petition; and if
at said election the majority of votes cast on the question shall be in favor of the proposed amendment, such
amendment shall stand adopted from and after the thirtieth day following said election. Any amendments to this
Charter, proposed in the manner aforesaid, shall be published by the County Executive in the County
newspapers of record and in media for public notice as defined in Section 1008 of this Charter for five
successive weeks prior to the election at which the question shall be considered by the voters of the County.
(Amended, CB-52-2014, ratified Nov. 4, 2014)
Editor's note— CR-1-2001 established a Charter Review Commission to review the provisions of the Charter
and recommend appropriate amendments to the County Executive and County Council.
Section 1106. - Charter Review.
Establishing not later than one year prior to the beginning of each fourth year of a term, the County Council and
the County Executive shall appoint, by resolution, a Charter Review Commission for the purpose of undertaking
a comprehensive study of the Charter and recommending changes, where appropriate. The Charter Review
Commission shall commence its work at the discretion of the Chair of the Commission.
(Amended, CB-71-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002; Amended, CB-41-2018, ratified Nov. 6, 2018)
ARTICLE XII. - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.
[Sec. 1201 through Sec. 1219. - Reserved.]
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Editor's note— Sections 1201 through 1219 were repealed, CB-92-1974; repeal ratified, Nov. 5, 1974.
Note— (NOTE: The Schedule of Legislation, which appears under Article XII, is located at the end of Section
1106, above.)
SCHEDULE OF LEGISLATION
The purpose of this Schedule is to allocate the functions and duties of the executive branch among and within
the herein established service offices and operating departments of the County government. This schedule takes
effect under the authority of its adoption by the people of Prince George's County together with the Charter to
which it is attached. Provisions contained in this Schedule shall become effective on July 1, 1971.
Section 1. - Office of Management and Budget.
There shall be an Office of Management and Budget headed by the Director of Management and Budget. The
Director shall be responsible for the duties of the Director of Budget as set forth in Section 802 of the Charter.
The Director shall be responsible for assisting in the preparation of the annual current expense and capital
budgets of the County and advising upon any request for County funds and upon revenue needs. The Director
shall review and recommend upon allotment requests. The Director shall study budget execution and the
efficiency of organization, methods, and procedures and prepare reports thereon. The Director shall assist
County departments in increasing productivity and operational effectiveness. The Director shall coordinate
intergovernmental relationships on behalf of the County.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975; Executive Order No. 18-1989, CB-61-1989; Executive Order No. 9-1996, CB18-1996; Executive Order No. 1-2000, CB-28-2000)
Section 2. - Office of Finance.
There shall be an Office of Finance headed by the Director of Finance. The Director of Finance shall be
responsible for keeping a system of accounts; controlling appropriations and allotments; preparing monthly and
annual financial statements for the County Executive and the Council; auditing, prior to payment, any claims
against the County of whatever kind; depositing, investing and having custody of all funds; prescribing
accounting systems; preparing for bond sales and advising on debt management; administering tax sales; and
collecting and billing for all revenues and receipts due the County.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975)
Section 3. - Office of Human Resources Management.
There shall be an Office of Human Resources Management headed by the Director of Human Resources
Management, who shall be the County's Personnel Officer. The Office of Human Resources Management shall
consist of the Director, the Director's subordinate agents and employees, and the Personnel Board. The Director
shall be responsible for administering the personnel system required by Article IX of this Charter and shall be
responsible for the overall administration of the County's labor relations program and policies.
(Executive Order No. 10-1996, CB-19-1996; Executive Order No. 33-2003, CB-93-2003)
Section 4. - Office of Central Services.
(a)
There shall be an Office of Central Services headed by a Director of Central Services. The Director of Central
Services shall be responsible for administering such central services as may be required by law. These central
services shall include, but need not be limited to:
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(1)
Procurement and materiel management;
(2)
Printing and reproduction service;
(3)
Mail service;
(4)
Messenger service;
(5)
Central warehousing;
(6)
Fleet management; and
(7)
Property management and services.
The Minority Business Opportunity Commission shall operate within the Office of Central Services.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975; Executive Order No. 9-1984, CB-48-1984; Executive Order No. 9-1996, CB-181996; Executive Order No. 10-1999, CB-31-1999)
Section 5. - Office of Law.
There shall be an Office of Law headed by the County Attorney. To the extent permitted by State law, the
County Attorney shall be the legal advisor to the County Executive and all agencies that receive or disburse
County funds. He shall also be the legal advisor and legislative draftsman of the Council, unless the Council
shall specifically direct otherwise. He shall represent the County in all actions in which the County is a party. He
shall be responsible for all County activities directed toward the civil enforcement of laws for the protection of
consumer interests. He shall appoint necessary assistants. With the approval of the County Executive and subject
to budget limitations, he may engage attorneys on a temporary basis for extraordinary work.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975)
Section 6. - Department of Public Works and Transportation.
There shall be a Department of Public Works and Transportation headed by a Director of Public Works and
Transportation. The Director of Public Works and Transportation shall coordinate all appropriate transportation
plans, matters or activities, as necessary, with the Maryland State Department of Transportation, and all other
Federal, State, Regional and local offices, agencies, boards, commissions or departments that deal with the
subject of transportation as specified in law. He shall administer construction and maintenance of all public
works, which shall include but not be limited to roads, streets, stormwater facilities, and bridges, and such other
functions as may be required by law.
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(Executive Order No. 52-1973; Executive Order No. 18-1975; Executive Order No. 9-1984, CB-48-1984;
Executive Order No. 7-2006, CB-65-2006)
Section 7. - Reserved.
Section 8. - Department of Family Services.
There shall be a Department of Family Services headed by a Director of Family Services. The Director of
Family Services shall be responsible for developing, conducting, and administering a comprehensive
Countywide program to serve the needs of families residing in Prince George's County, including special focus
on the needs of senior citizens, women, children and youth, and persons with disabilities. The Prince George's
County Advisory Committee on Aging shall function in an advisory capacity to the Director on programs
concerning the aging. The Director shall provide administrative support for the Commission for Women, the
Commission for Persons with Disabilities, the Commission for Children and Youth, and the Commission for
Families.
(Executive Order No. 7A-1977, CB-52-1977; Executive Order No. 51-1989, CB-4-1990; Executive Order No.
71-1991, CB-121-1991)
Section 9. - Office of Information Technology.
There shall be an Office of Information Technology headed by the Director of Information Technology. The
Director shall be responsible for information management and technology within the County government and for
maintaining an effective and efficient information and communications system, including coordination with the
Office of Homeland Security to provide maintenance and support for public safety and emergency
communication systems. The Director shall also be responsible for the administration of the Cable Television
Commission of the County.
(Executive Order No. 1-2000, CB-28-2000; Executive Order No. 13-2001, CB-23-2001; Executive Order No.
14-2003, CB-21-2003; CB-70-2012)
Section 10. - Department of Housing and Community Development.
There shall be a Department of Housing and Community Development headed by a Director of Housing and
Community Development. The Director of Housing and Community Development shall be responsible for
coordination of the County's policies with regard to housing and community development, which include
planning and program development and management, rural community services, and housing rehabilitation. The
Director shall also be responsible for the administration of the Division of Housing Support and coordination of
county support and services to the Housing Authority.
(Executive Order No. 14-1983, CB-38-1983; Executive Order No. 9-1984, CB-48-1984)
Section 11. - Department of the Environment.
There shall be a Department of the Environment headed by a Director of the Environment. The Director of the
Environment shall be responsible for the overall administration and coordination of the County's environmental
policies and programs including, but not limited to, solid waste and recycling management, water and sewer
planning, sustainability, and water quality and flood management planning. The Director shall study and report
on master plans, capital improvement programs, and any planning and zoning matters related to the County's
environmental policies and programs which may be referred to the Executive branch. The Director shall be
responsible for the administration of County laws relating to Animal control.
(Executive Order No. 84-1972; Executive Order No. 18-1975; Executive Order No. 36-1983, CB-80-1983;
Executive Orders No. 9-1984 and 12-1984, CB-48-1984; Executive Order No. 23-1995, CB-37-1995; Executive
Order No. 13-2001, CB-23-2001; Executive Order No. 7-2006, CB-65-2006; CB-69-2012; CB-26-2014)
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Section 12. - Police Department.
There shall be a Police Department headed by the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall be responsible for
all law enforcement in the County, except where otherwise specified by State law, any municipal charter, or this
Charter and its Schedule of Legislation. The Chief of Police shall have had at least five years experience in the
field of law enforcement.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975)
Section 13. - Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department.
There shall be a Fire/Emergency Medical Services ("EMS") Department headed by a Fire Chief. The Fire Chief
shall be responsible for fire prevention, fire suppression, emergency medical services, fire and rescue
communications, research and training activities, and coordination of the volunteer fire companies. The Fire
Chief shall have had at least five years administrative experience in the field of fire prevention, fire training, or
fire suppression. There shall be a Fire Commission which, effective May 1, 2012 and thereafter, shall be
composed of nine residents of the County, appointed as provided in Section 504 of this Charter. Members of the
Fire Commission serving as of May 1, 2012 may serve until their successors are appointed and have qualified.
The Fire Commission shall review the financial needs and requests for public funds of each volunteer fire
company. It shall formulate annually one capital budget, one capital improvement program, and one current
expense budget for all volunteer fire companies with respect to the expenditure of public funds, and shall submit
said budgets and program, together with appropriate justification, to the County Executive in accordance with
the provisions of this Charter.
(Executive Order No. 18-1975; Executive Order 47-1991, CB-17-1994; Executive Order No. 5-1998, CB-621998; Executive Order No. 9-1999, CB-30-1999; CB-40-2001; Executive Order No. 14-2003, CB-21-2003;
Executive Order No. 49-2011, CB-65-2011; Executive Order No. 7-2012, CB-11-2012)
Section 14. - Office of Homeland Security.
There shall be an Office of Homeland Security headed by a Director of Homeland Security. The Office of
Homeland Security shall be responsible for providing planning, coordination and domestic preparedness training
and shall coordinate the County's emergency management effort with Federal, State and local jurisdictions. The
Office of Homeland Security shall also be responsible for management of an integrated public safety and
emergency communication system. Within the Office of Homeland Security, there shall be an Office of Public
Safety Communication, and an Office of Emergency Management. The head of the Office of Emergency
Management shall be appointed by the Governor pursuant to the provisions of Article 16A, Section 7, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, upon the recommendation of the County Executive. Prior to submission to the
Governor, the County Executive shall secure concurrence of the County Council with the recommendation in the
manner set forth in Section 322 of the Charter. The Office of Emergency Management shall have the duties and
responsibilities as set forth in Article 16A, Section 7, of the Annotated Code of Maryland. There may be an
Advisory Committee on Homeland Security which shall function in an advisory capacity to the Director of
Homeland Security.
(Executive Order No. 14-2003, CB-21-2003)
Section 15. - Department of Corrections.
There shall be a Department of Corrections headed by the Director of Corrections. The Director of Corrections
shall act as jailer or warden of the county jail, which is and shall be known as the Prince George's County
Detention Center, and shall be responsible for the administration of said jail as authorized by law. The Director
of Corrections shall further be responsible for developing, implementing and maintaining a viable and
responsible program of corrective and rehabilitative services for the County which shall include but not be
limited to safekeeping, care and feeding of all prisoners in his custody in the county jail, and the development
and maintenance of coordinated and functional liaison with appropriate state and county agencies and officers
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associated with correctional and rehabilitation programming. The Department may have associated with it such
advisory board as may be established pursuant to law.
(Executive Order No. 19-1977, CB-88-1977)
Section 16. - Office of Community Relations.
There shall be an office of Community Relations headed by the Director of Community Relations. The Director
shall be responsible for responding to citizen and resident complaints and inquiries concerning County services
and programs; assisting citizens and residents in addressing community disputes and in developing leadership
skills; coordinating County relations with community-based organizations; and developing community-based
programming.
(Executive Order No. 76-1978, CB-167-1978; CB-99-1985; Executive Order No. 71-1991, CB-121-1991;
Executive Order No. 23-1995, CB-37-1995; Executive Order No. 13-2001, CB-23-2001; Executive Order No.
20-2003, CB-34-2003; CB-46-2011; CB-11-2021)
Section 17. - Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
There shall be a Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement headed by a Director of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall be responsible for
the administration of County laws relating to business licensing and the processing of complaints against such
businesses. The Director shall study and report on any planning and zoning matters related to permitting,
inspections, and enforcement. The Director shall also be responsible for the administration and enforcement of
the County's permitting functions as assigned by law. These functions shall include, but need not be limited to:
(1)
Housing regulations and inspections;
(2)
Construction standards, including plans review and inspections, and enforcement of building and fire codes
related to building permits;
(3)
Zoning enforcement; and
(4)
Property standards.
Additional responsibilities relating to permit granting and inspectional authority may be assigned by law.
(CB-69-2012)
Section 18. - Office of Human Rights.
There shall be an Office of Human Rights headed by the Executive Director of the Office of Human Rights. The
Executive Director and staff shall be responsible for educating, investigating, and enforcing civil and human
rights; overseeing and managing the Prince George's County Human Trafficking Task Force; overseeing the
Language Access Compliance Program; managing an immigration deportation universal representation program;
addressing housing discrimination; and facilitating ongoing outreach that builds communities and creates
dialogues to combat hate, bias and violence.
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(CB-11-2021)
SUBTITLE 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 1-101. - Designation and citation of Code.
The laws embraced in this and the following Subtitles and Sections shall constitute and be designated as "Article
17 of the Code of Public Local Laws of Maryland" and as "The Prince George's County Code" and may be so
cited. The Code may also be cited as the "County Code" or in the provisions which follow, as "This Code."
(Ord. and Res. 1967, Sec. 1-1)
Sec. 1-102. - Rules of Code construction; definitions.
(a)
In the construction of this Code and all ordinances the following rules of construction and definitions shall be
observed unless inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Council or the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1)
Administrative regulations shall mean written orders which are issued by the County Executive or Chief
Administrative Officer of the County and compiled in a manual.
(2)
And/or shall mean and may read or and or may be read and if the sense requires it.
(3)
Charter shall mean the Prince George's County Charter adopted by referendum, November 3, 1970, as amended.
(4)
Clerk shall mean the Clerk of the Council.
(5)
Council shall mean the legislative branch of the County government, the County Council.
(6)
County shall mean Prince George's County, Maryland.
(7)
County limits shall mean within the County and includes not only the corporate limits of the County, but also
any property which it owns or which is under its jurisdiction.
(8)
Day shall mean the period of time between any midnight and the midnight following.
(9)
Daytime shall mean the period of time between sunrise and sunset.
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(10)
Definitions given within a Subtitle or Division shall apply only to words or phrases used in such Subtitle or
Division unless otherwise provided.
(11)
Designee, following the use of the title of an official of the County, shall mean the authorized agent, employee,
or representative of such official.
(12)
Director means the chief executive officer of the Office or Department to which the particular Division, Bureau,
Board, Agency, or subordinate municipal administrative body has been assigned by the County Executive.
(13)
Gender: Words in any Section importing the masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter as well as
the masculine.
(14)
Health Officer means the head of the Health Department or any person designated to perform the County health
functions and duties.
(15)
Laws mean and include all acts, public local laws, ordinances, resolutions, and other legislative acts of the
Council, and all public general and public local laws of the General Assembly of the State.
(16)
May: The word may is permissive and discretionary.
(17)
Month means a calendar month.
(18)
Nighttime shall mean the period of time between sunset and sunrise.
(19)
Number: Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural includes the singular.
(20)
Oath means any form of attestation by which a person signifies that he is bound in conscience to perform an act
or to speak faithfully and truthfully, and includes an affirmation or declaration in cases where by law an
affirmation may be substituted for an oath.
(21)
Occupant means tenant or person in actual possession.
(22)
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Operate means set up, carry on, keep, conduct, maintain, manage, direct, or superintend.
(23)
Owner means one who has complete dominion over particular property and who is the one in whom legal or
equitable title rests; when applied to a building or land, owner means any part owner, joint owner, owner of a
community or partnership interest, life tenant, tenant in common, tenant by the entireties, or joint tenant of the
whole or part of such building or land.
(24)
Person means any individual, natural person, legal entity, joint stock company, partnership, voluntary
association, society, club, firm, company, corporation, business trust, organization, owner, occupant, or any other
group acting as a unit, principal or agent, or the manager, lessor, lessee, agent, servant, partner, member, director,
officer, or employee of any of them including an executor, administrator, trustee, receiver, or other representative
appointed according to law.
(25)
Personal Property means any money, goods, movable chattels, things in action, evidence of debt, all objects and
rights which are capable of ownership, and every other species of property except real property.
(25.1)
Place open to the public means any privately-owned place of business operated for a profit to which the public is
invited, including, but not limited to, any place of amusement or entertainment, regardless of whether a charge
for admission or entry is made.
(26)
Preceding and following mean next before and next after, respectively.
(27)
Public local laws mean and include all acts, ordinances, and legislative acts of the Council.
(28)
Public place means any park, lake, stream, stadium, athletic field, playground, school yard, street, avenue, plaza,
square, bus, train or railroad depot, station, terminal, cemetery, open space adjacent thereto, or any other place
commonly open to the public.
(29)
Real Property means land, together with all things attached to the land so as to become a part thereof.
(30)
Shall; must: The words shall or must are mandatory.
(31)
Sidewalk means that portion of a street between the curb line and the adjacent property along the margin of a
street or other highway, designed, constructed, and intended for the use of pedestrians to the exclusion of
vehicles.
44/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(32)
Signature and subscription mean the name of a person, mark, or symbol appended by him to a writing with
intent to authenticate the instrument as one made or put into effect by him.
(33)
State means the State of Maryland.
(34)
Street means all streets, highways, avenues, boulevards, parkways, roads, lanes, viaducts, bridges and the
approaches thereto, docks built on the public street, alleys, courts, places, squares, curbs, sidewalks, recreation
and park lands used for vehicular traffic, or other public ways or thoroughfares in the County, over which it has
jurisdiction, which have been or may hereafter be dedicated and open to public use, or such other public
property so designated in any law of this State.
(35)
Tenant means any person occupying the premises, building, or land of another in subordination to such other
person's title and with his express or implied assent, whether he occupies the whole or part of those premises,
building or land, whether alone or with others.
(36)
Tense: Words used in the past or present tense include the future, past, and present where applicable unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise.
(37)
Time means an hour of the day according to the official time of the County.
(38)
Time computation: In computing any period of time prescribed by this Code or by any applicable law, the day of
the act, event, or default, after which the designated period of time begins to run, is not to be included. The last
day of the period so computed is to be included unless:
(A)
It is a Sunday or a legal holiday, in which event the period runs until the end of the next day, which is neither a
Sunday nor a legal holiday; or
(B)
The act to be done is the filing of some paper in court or County office and the offices on the last day of the
period are not open, or are closed for a part of a day, in which event the period runs until the end of the next day
which is neither a Sunday, Saturday, a legal holiday, or a day on which the offices are not open the entire day
during ordinary business hours.
When the period of time allowed is more than seven (7) days, intermediate Sundays and legal holidays shall be
considered as other days; but if the period of time allowed is seven (7) days or less, intermediate Sundays,
Saturdays, and legal holidays shall not be counted in computing the period of time.
(39)
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Week means seven (7) days.
(40)
Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and approved usage of the language, but
technical words and phrases and others that have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in the law shall be
construed and understood according to such meaning.
(41)
Writing and written means any representation of words, letters, or figures, whether by printing or otherwise,
capable of comprehension by ordinary visual means.
(42)
Year means a calendar year, unless otherwise stated.
(Ord. and Res., 1967, Sec. 1-2; CB-61-2006)
Sec. 1-103. - Authority of Code.
This Code is a revision and codification of the laws of the County of Prince George's which have been enacted
and published in accordance with the authority granted in Section 321 of the Charter and pursuant to the Express
Powers Act, Article 25A of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
Sec. 1-104. - Territorial applicability.
This Code shall refer only to the commission or omission of acts within the territorial limits of the County and to
that territory inside and outside of this County over which the County has jurisdiction or control by virtue of any
Constitutional or Charter provisions, or any law.
Sec. 1-105. - County boundary line with Montgomery County.
(a)
Notwithstanding the provisions of any previous law, the boundary line between Prince George's and
Montgomery County is defined and established by the following metes, bounds, and coordinates:
(1)
Beginning at a point on the District of Columbia Line, where formerly stood a stone established to mark the
point common to Montgomery and Prince George's Counties by a survey of the county line in 1868 to 1872, said
point having been reestablished by this survey from reference notes recorded by the District of Columbia
Surveyor prior to the removal of the stone during the reconstruction of Eastern Avenue in 1947 and 1948, said
point now being marked by a brass screw cemented in a two-inch iron pipe standing two inches above the
macadam and at the base of a concrete retaining wall on the northeast side of Eastern Avenue approximately
thirty-six (36) feet northwest of the southeast end of said retaining wall, with coordinates of the beginning point
of North 413,898.60 and East 797,723.97, and running thence with the County line, as now determined, N 30 o
06' 02" E (north thirty degrees six minutes two seconds east) for 17,351.72 (seventeen thousand three hundred
fifty-one and seventy-two one hundredths) feet to a granite stone marked "M.C.P.G. 1872" and with coordinates
of N 428,910.38 and E 806,426.19 established by the 1868-72 survey and set flush with the ground on the
northeasterly side of Mt. Pisgah Road;
(2)
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Thence N 29 o 59' 05" E (north twenty-nine degrees fifty-nine minutes five seconds east) for 38,363.53 (thirtyeight thousand three hundred sixty-three and fifty-three one hundredths) feet to the outline of part of a
conveyance from Theodore B. Siehler and Bessie M. Siehler, his wife, and Eugene Dustin and Goldie M.
Dustin, his wife, to Martin C. Darnall and Mildred T. Darnall, his wife, by a deed dated the 2nd of May 1950 and
recorded among the land records of Prince George's County, Maryland, in Liber 1227 at Folio 389;
(3)
Thence N 49 o 29' 11" W (north forty degrees twenty-nine minutes eleven seconds west) for 271.84 (two
hundred seventy-one and eighty-four one hundredths) feet to an iron pipe (pin) previously set;
(4)
Thence N 48 o 0' 29" E (north forty-eight degrees zero minutes twenty-nine seconds east) for 383.09 (three
hundred eighty-three and nine one hundredths) feet to an iron pipe (pin) previously set;
(5)
Thence S 23 o 3' 08" E (south twenty-three degrees thirteen minutes eight seconds east) for 171.93 (one hundred
seventy-one and ninety-three one hundredths) feet to a point on the Montgomery County and Prince George's
County line, said point being 39.73 (thirty-nine and seventy-three one hundredths) feet from an iron pipe (pin)
previously set opposite Station 92 + 50.00 as shown on State Roads Commission Plat 46592;
(6)
Thence leaving said outline of the M. C. and M. T. Darnall property and with the Montgomery County and
Prince George's County line N 29 o 9' 05" E (north twenty-nine degrees fifty-nine minutes five seconds east) for
89.55 (eighty-nine and fifty-five one hundredths) feet to a granite stone established by the 1868-72 survey and
with coordinates of N 462,521.90 and E 825,819.86, marked "M.C.P.G. 1872" standing about two feet above
ground and on the northerly side of Sandy Spring Road (State Route 198), and about 1,056 feet westerly from
the centerline of Gunpowder Road;
(7)
Thence N 19 o 2' 18" E (north nineteen degrees twenty-two minutes eighteen seconds east) 4,405.13 (four
thousand four hundred five and thirteen hundredths) feet to an iron pipe with coordinates of North 466,677.64
and East 827,281.01 on the easterly side of Riding Stable or Brooklyn Bridge Road at or near the westerly
corner of the C. Shamel property as per deed recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's County in
Liber 1043 at Folio 206;
(8)
Thence N 40 o 0' 20" W (north forty degrees no minutes twenty seconds west) 1666.58 (sixteen hundred sixtysix and fifty-eight hundredths) feet to a point with coordinates of North 467,954.22 and East 826,209.63 at the
end of the fourth line of a conveyance from James W. Smith, et ux., to the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission by a deed dated the 6th day of January 1953, and recorded among the land records of Montgomery
County, Maryland, in Liber 1753 at Folio 89, thence with said fourth line reversed N 54 o 9' 39" E (north fiftyfour degrees nineteen minutes thirty-nine seconds east) 622.40 (six hundred twenty-two and forty hundredths)
feet to a concrete monument with coordinates of North 468,317.17 and East 826,715.25 at the southwest corner
of a conveyance from Thomas I. Burton, et ux., to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission by a deed
dated the 25th day of July 1950, and recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland, in
Liber 1412 at Folio 395;
(9)
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Thence with the last line of said deed N 54 o 9' 39" (north fifty-four degrees nineteen minutes thirty-nine
seconds east) 683.61 (six hundred eighty-three and sixty-one hundredths) feet to a concrete monument with
coordinates of North 468,715.81 and East 827,270.58 at the end thereof;
(10)
Thence with the full length of the first line of said deed and in extension thereof through parcel one of a
conveyance from Norman C. Dustin to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 19th
day of October 1950 and recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County in Liber 1448 at Folio 106,
N 55 o 5' 10" E (north 55 degrees twenty-five minutes ten seconds east) 292.35 (two hundred ninety-two and
thirty-five hundredths) feet to a point with coordinates of North 468,881.74 and East 827,511.28;
(11)
Thence N 31 o 9' 50" W (north thirty-one degrees nine minutes fifty seconds west) 313.40 (three hundred
thirteen and forty hundredths) feet to a concrete monument with coordinates of North 469,149.92 and East
827,349.10 at or near the southwest corner of a conveyance by L. Marshall Cuvillier, Jr., et ux., to the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 16th day of February 1951, recorded among the
Land Records of Montgomery County in Liber 1497 at Folio 117;
(12)
Thence N 58 o 0' 10" E (north fifty-eight degrees fifty minutes ten seconds east) 489.99 (four hundred eightynine and ninety-nine hundredths) feet, to a point with coordinates of North 469,403.48 and East 827,768.38;
thence S 31 o 9' 50" E (south thirty-one degrees nine minutes fifty seconds east) 399.44 (three hundred ninetynine and forty-four hundredths) feet to a point on a concrete monument with coordinates of North 469,061.68
and East 827,975.09 at or near the southwest corner of a tract of land conveyed by Howard B. Shipley, et ux., to
the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 22nd day of May 1952 and recorded among
the Land Records of Montgomery County, in Liber 1672 at Folio 201;
(13)
Thence with the fifth line of said deed N 68 o 1' 20" E (north sixty-eight degrees forty-one minutes twenty
seconds east) 466.97 (four hundred sixty-six and ninety-seven hundredths) feet to a concrete monument at the
end thereof with coordinates of North 469,231.40 and East 828,410.13;
(14)
Thence with the southerly line of a tract of land conveyed by Richard D. Boyle to the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 17th day of July 1951, and recorded among the Land Records of
Montgomery County in Liber 1782 at Folio 469, for the full length thereof and passing over a concrete
monument at the southeast corner of said tract and continuing with the southerly line of a tract of land conveyed
by Gilmer B. Randolph, et ux., to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 26th day
of March 1952 and recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County in Liber 1663 at Folio 457, N 64
o 6' 30" E (north sixty-four degrees twenty-six minutes thirty seconds east) 1680.37 (sixteen hundred eighty and
thirty-seven hundredths) feet to a point with coordinates of North 469,956.35 and East 829,926.06;
(15)
Thence so as to include a part of Parcel "A" conveyed by Chester F. Naumowicz, Jr. to the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission by a deed dated the 7th day of March 1952 and recorded among the Land Records of
Montgomery County, in Liber 1644 at Folio 293, N 22 o 7' 57" E (north twenty-two degrees seventeen minutes
fifty-seven seconds east) 961.88 (nine hundred sixty-one and eighty-eight hundredths) feet to a point with
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coordinates of North 470,846.30 and East 830,291.04, said point being about six-tenths of a foot southwest of a
fence corner;
(16)
Thence N 64 o 8' 00" E (north sixty-four degrees eight minutes no seconds east) 509.38 (five hundred nine and
thirty-eight hundredths) feet to the end of the third line in said deed at a point with coordinates of North
471,068.53 and East 830,749.39, said point being 9866.36 feet N 29 o 8' 32" E from a granite stone marked
"M.C.P.G. 1872," standing about two feet above ground on the northerly side of the Sandy Spring Road (State
Route 198);
(17)
Then crossing said conveyance from Naumowicz to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission N 29 o 8'
30" E (north twenty-nine degrees fifty-eight minutes thirty seconds east) 2085.80 (two thousand eighty-five and
eighty hundredths) feet to a point with coordinates of North 472,875.34 and East 831,791.50 at the end of the
17th (seventeenth) line of said deed recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County in Liber 1644 at
Folio 293, said point having been in the centerline of the channel of the Patuxent River as established prior to the
flooding of said river by the construction of the Rocky Gorge Reservoir.
(PLL 1963, Sec. 4-6; Laws 1968, Ch. 725; Laws 1990, Ch. 624)
Editor's note— CR-15-1990 approved 177 maps depicting the location and boundaries of Drug Free School
Zones as official records of the County.
CR-33-1992 approved 5 maps depicting the location and boundaries of Drug Free School Zones as official
records of the County.
Laws 1994, ch. 636, provided for a referendum to alter the Prince George's County/Montgomery County
boundary to place all of the City of Takoma Park in Montgomery County. That referendum was approved in the
municipal election conducted in November 1995. Effective July 1, 1997, the part of the City of Takoma Park
that was located in Prince George's County became a part of Montgomery County.
Sec. 1-106. - County flag; contents.
The official County flag shall be a three (3) feet by five (5) feet flag of white, divided in equal quadrants by four
(4) inch stripes of red and containing in its upper left quadrant the official seal of the County as adopted by the
Board of Commissioners on November 25, 1958.
(Ord. and Res. 1967, Sec. 1-6)
Sec. 1-106.01. - Lowering of flag.
The County Executive shall establish criteria for the lowering of flags at County facilities upon the death of
governmental officials and County employees killed in the line of duty.
(CB-4-1974; CB-22-1990)
Sec. 1-106.02. - Flag protocol.
(a)
There is a flag protocol in Prince George's County, Maryland, pertaining to the display and use of the flag of the
United States of America, for the use of such civilians, civilian groups, or organizations as may not be required
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to conform with regulations promulgated by one or more executive departments of the Government of the
United States, in accordance with Title 36, Sections 173 through 179, of the United States Code.
(b)
Rules and customs codified pursuant to Title 36 of the United State Code which pertain to the display and use of
the United States flag, incorporated herein, are directory in nature.
(c)
Unless otherwise indicated herein, as referenced in Sections 1-106.03 through 1-106.07, flag shall mean the flag
of the United States of America.
(CB-90-1994)
Sec. 1-106.03. - Time and occasions for display.
(a)
Displays on buildings and stationary flagstaffs in open; night display. It is the universal custom to display the
flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic
effect is desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-four (24) hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours
of darkness.
(b)
Manner of hoisting. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
(c)
Inclement weather. The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except when an allweather flag is displayed.
(d)
Particular days of display. The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on New Year's Day, January 1;
Inauguration Day, January 20; Lincoln's Birthday, February 12; Washington's Birthday, third Monday in
February; Easter Sunday (variable); Mother's Day, second Sunday in May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in
May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Juneteenth Day, June
19; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first Monday in September; Constitution Day, September 17; Native
American Day, second Monday in October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans Day, November 11; Thanksgiving
Day, fourth Thursday in November; Christmas Day, December 25; and such other days as may be proclaimed by
the President of the United States; the birthdays of States (date of admission); and on State holidays.
(e)
Display on or near administration building of public institutions. The flag should be displayed daily on or near
the main administration building of every public institution.
(f)
Display in or near polling places. The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days.
(g)
Display in or near schoolhouses. The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse.
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(CB-90-1994; CB-8-2019; CB-58-2020)
Sec. 1-106.04. - Position and manner of display.
(a)
The United States flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the marching
right (that is, the flag's own right) or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center of that line.
(1)
The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff, or as provided in paragraph (9) of this
Subsection.
(2)
The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a railroad train or boat. When
the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.
(3)
No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of the flag of the United
States of America, except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea when the church pennant
may be flown above the flag during church services for the personnel of the Navy. No person shall display the
flag of the United Nations or any other national or international flag equal, above, or in a position of superior
prominence or honor to, or in place of, the flag of the United States at any place within the United States or any
Territory or possession thereof; provided, that nothing in this Section shall make unlawful the continuance of the
practice heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position of superior prominence or
honor, and other national flags in positions of equal prominence or honor, with that of the flag of the United
States at the headquarters of the United Nations.
(4)
The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag against a wall from crossed
staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own right, and its staff should be in front of the staff of the other flag.
(5)
The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point of the group when a
number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs.
(6)
When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the same halyard with the flag of
the United States, the latter should always be at the peak. When the flags are flown from the adjacent staffs, the
flag of the United States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed above
the flag of the United States or to the United States flag's right.
(7)
When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the same height.
The flags should be of approximately equal size. International usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation
above that of another nation in time of peace.
(8)
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When the flag of the United States is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at an angle from the
window sill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff unless
the flag is at half-staff. When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to a pole
at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out, union first, from the building.
(9)
When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and to the flag's
own right, that is, to the observer's left. When displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed in the same
way, with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the street.
(10)
When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended vertically with the union to the
north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south street.
(11)
When used on a speaker's platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be displayed above and behind the speaker.
When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of America should
hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the
clergyman's or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left
of the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience.
(12)
The flag should form a distinctive feature of the ceremony of unveiling a statue or monument, but it should
never be used as the covering for the statue or monument.
(13)
The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and then lowered to the halfstaff position. The flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the
flag should be displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the top of the staff. By order of the President,
the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of principal figures of the United States Government and the
Governor of a State, territory, or possession as a mark of respect to their memory. In the event of the death of
other officials or foreign dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-staff according to Presidential instructions
or orders, or in accordance with recognized customs or practices not inconsistent with law. In the event of the
death of a present or former official of the government of any State, territory, or possession of the United States,
the Governor of that State, territory, or possession may proclaim that the National flag shall be flown at halfstaff. The flag shall be flown at half-staff thirty days from the death of the President or a former President; ten
days from the day of death of the Vice President, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States,
or the Speaker of the House of Representatives; from the day of death until interment of an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court, a Secretary of an executive or military department, a former Vice President, or the Governor
of a State, territory, or possession; and on the day of death and the following day for a Member of Congress.
(14)
When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is at the head and over the left
shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground.
(15)
When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a building with only one main entrance, it should be
suspended vertically with the union of the flag to the observer's left upon entering. If the building has more than
one main entrance, the flag should be suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or lobby with the union
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to the north when entrances are to the east and west, or to the east when entrances are to the north and south. If
there are entrances in more than two directions, the union should be to the east.
(CB-90-1994)
Sec. 1-106.05. - Respect for flag.
(a)
No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America; the flag should not be dipped to any
person or thing. Regimental colors, State flags, and organization or institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark
of honor.
(1)
The flag should never be displayed with the union down, except as a signal of dire distress in instances of
extreme danger to life or property.
(2)
The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or merchandise.
(3)
The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.
(4)
The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should never be festooned, drawn
back, nor up, in folds, but always allowed to fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and red, always arranged with the
blue above, the white in the middle, and the red below, should be used for covering a speaker's desk, draping the
front of the platform, and for decoration in general.
(5)
The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored in such a manner as to permit it to be easily torn,
soiled, or damaged in any way.
(6)
The flag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling.
(7)
The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any mark, insignia, letter,
word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.
(8)
The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything.
(9)
The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever. It should not be embroidered
on such articles as cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or
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boxes or anything that is designed for temporary use and discard. Advertising signs should not be fastened to a
staff or halyard from which the flag is flown.
(10)
No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform. However, a flag patch may be affixed to
the uniform of military personnel, firemen, policemen, and members of patriotic organizations. The flag
represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin, being a replica,
should be worn on the left lapel near the heart.
(11)
The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a
dignified way, preferably by burning.
(CB-90-1994)
Sec. 1-106.06. - Conduct during hoisting, lowering, or passing of flag.
During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade or in review, all
persons present except those in uniform should face the flag and stand at attention with the right hand over the
heart. Those present in uniform should render the military salute. When not in uniform, men should remove their
headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Aliens should stand
at attention. The salute to the flag in a moving column should be rendered at the moment the flag passes.
(CB-90-1994)
Sec. 1-106.07. - Modification of rules and customs by the President.
Pursuant to federal law, any rule or custom pertaining to the display of the flag of the United States of America
may be altered, modified, or repealed, or additional rules with respect thereto may be prescribed by the
Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States whenever he deems it to be appropriate or
desirable; and any such alteration or additional rule shall be set forth in a proclamation.
(CB-90-1994)
Sec. 1-107. - County seal; use.
No person other than those persons authorized by the Charter may affix the official seal of the County to any
paper or document.
(CB-63-1971)
Sec. 1-108. - County name; use; exception.
(a)
No person who is engaged in the third-party collection of private debts, the furnishing of private police
protection or private detective services, or in the operation of any fair or exhibition whether or not for profit,
may use as a part of the firm name of such business or operation, or employ in any communication,
correspondence, notice, advertisement, or circular the words "Prince George's" or "Prince George's County" or
the seal of Prince George's County or any replica thereof, for the purpose of conveying, or in a manner
reasonably calculated to convey the false impression that such business or operation is a department, agency,
bureau, or instrumentality of Prince George's County or that such business or operation represents Prince
George's County.
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(b)
This Section shall not apply to members of the County Police Department when furnishing authorized, private
police protection.
(CB-63-1971)
Sec. 1-109. - Penalties.
No person who violates any provision of Sections 1-101 through 1-108 shall, upon conviction thereof, be
sentenced to not more than thirty (30) days in jail or a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or
both. Each day's use of the County name or the County seal or replica thereof in violation of Section 1-107 and
1-108 shall constitute a separate offense.
(CB-63-1971)
Sec. 1-110. - Civil relief.
In addition to any criminal penalties set forth in this Subtitle the County is empowered to seek appropriate civil
relief to suppress any violation of Sections 1-107 and 1-108.
(CB-63-1971)
Sec. 1-111. - Acts by deputy or designee.
Whenever a power is granted to or a duty is imposed upon a public officer of employee, the power may be
exercised or the duty discharged by any authorized deputy or designee or by any person authorized pursuant to
law or public local law, unless this Code expressly provides otherwise.
Sec. 1-112. - Effective date of laws, public local laws, amendment or repeal.
No law, public local law, amendment or repeal of any Section hereof shall be operative, in full force and effect,
until it has been adopted in the manner prescribed by law and until it has been published in accordance with the
provisions of the Charter.
Sec. 1-112.01. - Emergency Bills - Restrictions, Publication, and Enactment.
(a)
No law shall be enacted by the Council by emergency bill which creates or abolishes any office; changes the
composition, term, or duty of any officer; grants any franchise or special privilege; creates any vested right or
interest; or creates or expands any capital project or increases the funding thereof (except where the increase in
funding is required solely to meet cost escalation and does not affect the scope of the project as originally
budgeted).
(b)
Every emergency bill shall describe in clear and specific terms the emergency affecting the public health, safety,
or welfare that necessitates the consideration of the proposed legislation as an emergency bill and the reason for
the purported emergency.
(c)
In any advertisement or publication of an emergency bill required by Section 317 of the Charter and Section 3,
Article XI-A of the Constitution of Maryland, the Clerk of the Council shall include the claimed emergency as
set forth in the bill.
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(d)
Prior to final action on an emergency bill by the Council, the Chairman shall read the bill by short title and shall
read the claimed emergency as contained in the bill.
(CB-93-1990)
Sec. 1-113. - Effect of repeal of laws or public local laws; revival.
(a)
Neither the adoption of this Code nor the repeal hereby of any laws or public local laws of this County shall in
any manner affect the prosecution for violation of such laws or public local laws which violations were
committed prior to the effective date hereof, nor be construed as a waiver of any license or penalty at the
effective date due and unpaid under such laws or public local laws nor be construed as affecting any of the
provisions of such laws or public local laws relating to the collection of any such license or penalty or the penal
provisions applicable to any violation thereof, nor to affect the validity of any bond or cash deposit in lieu
thereof, required to be posted, filed or deposited pursuant to any law or public local law and all rights and
obligations thereof appertaining shall continue in full force and effect.
(b)
Whenever any law or public local law repealing a former law, public local law, clause or provision is repealed,
such repeal shall not be construed as reviving such former law, public local law, clause or provision, unless
expressly provided therein.
Sec. 1-114. - Conflicting provisions.
(a)
If the provisions of different Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, or Sections of this Code conflict with or
contravene each other, the provisions of each Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section shall prevail as to all
matters and questions growing out of the subject matter of that Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section.
(b)
If clearly conflicting provisions are found in different Sections of the same Subtitle, the provisions of the Section
last enacted shall prevail unless the construction is inconsistent with the meaning of that Subtitle.
(c)
Where any conflict exists between a Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section of this Code and any Subtitle or
Section of the Charter or State law, the latter shall prevail.
Sec. 1-115. - References include amendments; construction.
(a)
Any reference in this Code to any law, public local law, or provision of this Code shall mean such law, public
local law, or provision as may now exist or is hereafter amended.
(b)
Any references in this Code to Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, or Sections shall be to the Subtitles, Divisions,
Subdivisions, and Sections of this Code unless otherwise specified.
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Sec. 1-116. - Catchlines and headings; construction.
All designations and headings of Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, and Sections are intended only for
convenience in arrangement and as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of such Subtitles, Divisions,
Subdivisions, or Sections, whether printed in boldface type or italics. They shall not be deemed or taken to be
any part or title of such Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, or Sections; nor, unless expressly so provided, shall
they be so deemed upon amendment or reenactment; nor shall they be construed to govern, limit, modify, alter,
or in any other manner affect the scope, meaning, or intent of any of the provisions of this Code.
(Ord. and Res. 1967, Sec. 1-3)
Sec. 1-117. - Interpretation of Section numbers.
In reading a Section number from left to right, the digit or digits to the left of the dash designate the Subtitle
number. The digit or digits to the right of the dash designate the Section number within the Subtitle. Figures to
the right of a decimal point indicate new Subtitles or Sections inserted between existing Subtitles or Sections.
The decimal system shall be used to maintain the numerical order of this Code.
Sec. 1-118. - Continuing offenses.
Each day any violation of this Code occurs or continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.
Sec. 1-119. - Prohibited acts include causing, permitting, concealing.
Whenever in this Code any act or omission is made unlawful, it shall include causing, allowing, permitting,
aiding, abetting, suffering, or concealing the fact of such act or omission.
Sec. 1-120. - Reserved.
Sec. 1-121. - Notices to be written and in English language.
All notices, reports, statements, applications, or records required or authorized by this Code shall be made in
writing in the English language unless specifically provided otherwise.
Sec. 1-122. - Code severability.
It is declared to be the intention of the Council that the Sections, Subsections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses,
and words of this Code are severable. If any Section, Subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word is
declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the lawful judgment or decree of any court of competent
jurisdiction, its unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of any of the remaining Sections,
Subsections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and words of this Code, since the Sections or parts of Sections
would have been enacted by the Council without and irrespective of any unconstitutional or otherwise invalid
Section, Subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word being incorporated into this Code.
(Ord. and Res. 1967, Sec. 1-4)
Sec. 1-123. - General penalty; suspension or revocation of license or permit.
(a)
Whenever in this Code any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a
misdemeanor, no person shall willfully violate any such provision of this Code. Where no specific penalty is
provided therefor, the violation of any such prohibited or unlawful act or offense, or a misdemeanor, shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the County Jail or
other place of legal incarceration for not more than six (6) months.
(b)
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This Section shall not apply to County officials, officers, employees, boards, commissions or agencies while
acting in the performance of their official duties.
(c)
If the penalty for a particular offense is limited by State Statute then such limitation shall be applicable to the
provision of this Code not withstanding the provisions of the Section.
(d)
The suspension or revocation of any license, certificate or other privilege conferred by the County, shall not be
regarded as a penalty for the purposes of this Code but shall be in addition thereto.
(CB-89-1972)
Editor's note— As to maximum penalty permissible, see Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957, Art. 25A, Sec.
5(A).
CB-63-1980 adopted and published the 1979 Edition of the County Code. Section 3 of CB-3-1980 states "that
the general penalty provided in Section 1-123 of the County Code shall apply to every offense or violation made
unlawful by the County Code unless a specific penalty therefor is otherwise provided." Similar provisions are
included in CB-72-1984, CB-94-1988, CB-112-1988, and CB-113-1988.
SUBTITLE 2. - ADMINISTRATION.
DIVISION 1. - COUNTY COUNCIL.
Sec. 2-101. - Council composition; legislative power.
(a)
The Council shall be composed of nine (9) members, nominated and elected as provided in Section 303 of the
Charter.
(b)
The Council shall exercise all legislative powers granted the County under the State Constitution and the laws of
the State, as provided in Section 302 of the Charter.
(c)
The Council shall be organized, qualified, and compensated as provided in the Charter.
(CB-10-1984)
Sec. 2-102. - Council sessions.
(a)
Council sessions for the enactment of legislation shall be held on the first and third Tuesday of January,
February, March, April, May, June, July, September, October, and November, except:
(1)
November in a Councilmanic Election Year;
(2)
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The following Wednesday if a legal holiday; or,
(3)
Such additional days as the Council determines not to exceed forty-five (45) days, or as limited by the State
Constitution.
(b)
Council session for the performance of other duties may be held at such times as determined by the Council.
(c)
Council session shall be held at the County Administration Building, Upper Marlboro, Maryland, and such other
places as the Council shall designate.
(CB-43-1977)
Sec. 2-103. - Audit of accounts.
(a)
Upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of the term of a County Council member, an audit shall be
made of the accounts maintained by the County Council member.
(b)
If, as a result of any audit, a County Council member shall be found to be indebted to the County, the County
Executive shall proceed forthwith to collect the indebtedness.
(CB-36-2011)
Sec. 2-104. - Special election to fill vacancy on County Council.
(a)
The provisions of this Section shall apply only to a vacancy on the County Council that occurs during the first
three (3) years of a term.
(b)
When there is a vacancy in the office of a Council Member that occurs during the first three (3) years of a term,
the Council shall, within seven (7) days after such vacancy occurs, adopt a Resolution directing that a special
primary and special election by the registered voters of the Council District concerned be held to fill the
vacancy. The Resolution shall specify:
(1)
The date by which a certificate of candidacy must be filed with the Board of Supervisors of Elections;
(2)
The date for the special primary election; and
(3)
The date for the special election.
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(c)
The date of the special primary election shall be any Tuesday that is at least forty-five (45) calendar days, but
not more than sixty (60) calendar days, following the occurrence of the vacancy. The date of the special election
shall be any Tuesday which is at least sixty (60) calendar days, but not more than ninety (90) calendar days,
following the occurrence of the vacancy. Polling places shall be open between the hours of 7 A.M. and 8 P.M.
No special primary election or special election shall be held within thirty (30) calendar days prior to any
regularly scheduled election.
(d)
The Council shall consult with the Board of Supervisors of Elections before adopting the Resolution described
in Subsection (b).
(e)
The County shall provide funding to cover the costs for the special primary election and special election. The
Board of Supervisors of Elections shall identify the costs incurred and submit a request for a supplemental
budget appropriation to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget within sixty days after the special
election.
(f)
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Section, and except where such construction would be
unreasonable, the provisions of Article 33, Annotated Code of Maryland, the County Charter, and the County
Code shall be applicable to special primary elections or special elections.
(g)
Within seven calendar days after the adoption of the Resolution directing a special election, the Board of
Supervisors of Elections shall publish once in at least one newspaper of general circulation a notice that a
vacancy has occurred, that a special primary election and special election will be held on the dates specified to
fill the vacancy.
(h)
In order to have the name of a proposed candidate placed on the ballot, the candidate shall file with the Board of
Supervisors of Elections a certificate of candidacy not later than twenty-eight (28) days prior to the special
primary election.
(i)
At least 10 days prior to the special primary election and special election, the Board of Supervisors of Elections
shall mail a specimen ballot to the household of each registered voter in the councilmanic district in which the
vacancy occurs. The specimen ballot shall contain the names of the candidates in the order and form in which
they are to be printed on the ballot, together with a statement, not to exceed 500 words, provided by each
candidate.
(j)
When there is a vacancy in the office of a Council Member that occurs during the last year of a term, a majority
of the remaining members of the Council shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy within thirty (30)
calendar days.
(CB-10-1984; CB-12-1997; CB-6-1999; CB-7-2003)
60/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Sec. 2-105. through Sec. 2-109. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-110. - Members of General Assembly; widow's pension.
In the event the State Senator or a member of the House of Delegates of Prince George's County dies during his
term of office, beginning with the session opening in January, 1963, the Council shall pay to the surviving
spouse of the deceased Senator or Delegate such sum as will equal the amount of money he would have received
from the State had he lived until the end of the year in which he died. If there is no surviving spouse such sums
shall be paid to heirs at law of the deceased Senator or Delegate.
(Laws 1963, Ch. 782)
Sec. 2-110.01. - Compensation.
(a)
The members of the County Council shall receive compensation for the performance of their public duties under
the Charter of:
(1)
an amount adjusted by the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), beginning on the first
Monday in December 2018 and should the CPI-U reflect a decrease in the year-over-year rate, the salary shall
remain at the previous year's salary level;
(2)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September beginning on the first Monday in December 2019 and should the CPI-U reflect a decrease in the yearover-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level;
(3)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September beginning on the first Monday in December 2020 and should the CPI-U reflect a decrease in the yearover-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level; and
(4)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September beginning on the first Monday in December 2021 and should the CPI-U reflect a decrease in the yearover-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level.
(b)
The compensation of the Chair of the County Council shall be fixed at five percent (5%) per annum in excess of
the compensation of the other Council members during such person's term as Chair, and the compensation of the
Vice-Chair of the County Council shall be fixed at two and one half percent (2.5%) per annum in excess of the
compensation of the other Council members during such person's term as Vice-Chair.
(c)
The County contribution for County Council members to the County's ICMA 401 Defined Contribution Plan
shall increase from five percent (5%) to ten percent (10%), while the County Council members will continue to
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contribute five percent (5%) of base salary.
(d)
The compensation of members of the County Council shall be determined in accordance with Section 308 of the
Charter and applicable State law.
(CB-125-1974; CB-115-1986; CB-83-2002; CB-7-2003; CB-68-2014; CB-7-2018)
Editor's note— CR-67-2002 increased the compensation for members of the County Council to $70,000 per
annum prior to the commencement of the term beginning in December, 2002.
Editor's note— CR-68-2006 increased the compensation for members of the County Council to $89,000 per
annum prior to the commencement of the term beginning in December, 2006.
DIVISION 2. - COUNTY EXECUTIVE.
Sec. 2-111. - County Executive; powers; qualifications.
(a)
The County Executive shall be vested with all the executive powers vested on the County by the Constitution
and the laws of Maryland. The County Executive shall be the chief executive officer of the County and execute
all laws.
(b)
The County Executive shall be nominated, elected as provided in Section 403 of the Charter.
(c)
The County Executive shall be subject to all of the provisions of Article IV of the Charter relating to his
position.
Sec. 2-111.00.01. - Special election to fill vacancy in office of County Executive.
(a)
The provisions of this Section shall apply only to a vacancy in the office of County Executive which occurs
during the first two (2) years of a term. Section 407 of the County Charter contains procedures for filling a
vacancy in that office occurring during the last two (2) years of a term.
(b)
When there is a vacancy in the office of County Executive which occurs during the first two (2) years of a term,
the Council shall, within ten (10) days after such vacancy occurs, adopt a Resolution providing for:
(1)
A special primary election and a special election by the registered voters of the County to fill the remainder of
the term of office of County Executive;
(2)
The withdrawal date for candidates which shall be two (2) calendar days after the final filing date; and
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(3)
The dates for the special primary and special elections;
(A)
The date of the special primary election shall be any Tuesday which is at least thirty-five (35) calendar days but
not more than ninety (90) calendar days following the date of adoption of the resolution.
(B)
The date of the special election shall be on any Tuesday which is at least forty (40) calendar days but not more
than sixty (60) calendar days from the date of the primary election.
(C)
No special primary or special election shall be held within forty-nine (49) calendar days prior to or thirty (30)
calendar days after any regularly scheduled election.
(c)
The Council shall consult with the County Board of Supervisors of Elections before adopting the Resolution
described in Subsection (b).
(d)
The County shall provide funding to cover the costs for the special primary and special election.
(e)
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Section and except where such construction would be
unreasonable, the provisions of Article 33, Annotated Code of Maryland, the County Charter, and the County
Code (including Division 17A of Subtitle 2 and Division 2 of Subtitle 8) shall be applicable to the special
primary and special elections.
(1)
Certificates of candidacy must be filed at the Board of Supervisors of Elections during regular business hours,
not later than twenty-one (21) calendar days before the special primary election.
(2)
In order to have the name of a proposed candidate placed on the ballot by petition, the candidate shall file with
the Board of Supervisors of Elections:
(A)
A declaration of his intent to seek nomination by petition. Such declaration shall be filed not later than twentyone (21) days before the special primary election.
(B)
A certificate of candidacy not later than the closing of the polls at the special primary election; and petitions
signed by not less than three (3) percent of the registered voters who are eligible to vote for the office for which
the nomination by petition is sought. The number of registered voters shall be determined as of the date of the
adoption of the Council resolution providing for the special primary election and the special election.
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(3)
The Board of Supervisors of Elections shall verify a sufficient number of signatures of persons who are
registered voters and who have signed the petition to equal the three (3) percent necessary to validate the
petition. Immediately upon completion of the verification process, said Board shall notify the candidate of the
results.
(CB-9-1984)
Sec. 2-111.01. - Sale, lease, or other disposition of County property.
The County Executive shall be authorized to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any County-owned real property,
when such property is no longer needed for County use or when the proposed disposition is in furtherance of a
public purpose, including a sale/leaseback or a lease/leaseback, in accordance with the following provisions:
(a)
The County Executive shall establish an inventory of all real property and improvements titled in the name of
Prince George's County, and all real property and improvements to which Prince George's County has an
equitable or fee simple title. The inventory shall include properties acquired through tax sales, grants, purchases,
eminent domain, or by operation of law, including property transferred to the County from other governmental
agencies and the Board of Education. Properties utilized for public rights-of-way shall be inventoried separately.
The tax certificate for properties acquired through tax sales may be sold without regard to this Section at any
time prior to the foreclosure of the right of redemption, in accordance with the provisions of State law.
(b)
The County Executive shall present the inventory to the County Council no later than the first day of May each
year. Only those properties which are contained within the inventory shall be permitted to be proposed for lease,
sale, or disposal. Revisions to the inventory shall be submitted as necessary. The County Executive, at least once
annually, shall review the inventory of all real property and improvements held in fee by Prince George's County
and shall transmit, for the approval by resolution of the County Council, a list of all properties to be leased,
offered for sale, or otherwise disposed of.
(c)
Every property shall be adequately described and shall contain a statement of its acquisition cost, date of
acquisition, present assessment value, and, where proposed for private sale, the proposed sale price, the name of
the proposed purchaser, and a list of the type and value of any waiver, abatement, adjustment, or deferral of
County fees, charges, or taxes pertaining to the property.
(d)
Except when the proposed disposition is a sale/leaseback, the County Executive shall give first priority for the
purchase of any property to be offered for sale to any municipality in which the property lies, in whole or in part,
as well as to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission, and to the State. Notifications to these governmental bodies shall include a statement that the
property may be purchased for public use only, and for an amount equal to the County's acquisition cost plus
expenses incident to transfer. A letter of intent to purchase must be given to the County Executive within thirty
(30) days after receipt by the governmental agency of the proposed disposition. If timely notice of intention to
purchase is given to the County Executive, the County Executive shall hold the property for a period of at least
sixty (60) days or until notice of interest is withdrawn, whichever is earlier. During this holding period, the
governmental body shall submit to the County Executive a proposed plan for the use of the property and any
improvements, and proof of financial ability to operate and maintain any existing structures. To meet the
requirement for public use, not more than ten percent (10%) of the usable space of any structure may be rented
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by the governmental agency acquiring the property for an amount exceeding the cost of maintaining and
operating such space. The County Executive may, where the property requires the maintenance of a structure,
require the municipality or State agency as a condition of holding the option open to maintain the property in at
least the same condition as it was when the option became effective until the option is exercised or expires.
Following evaluation of all proposals for disposition of the property, the County Executive may dispose of the
property as he deems will best serve the County. Disposition of the property to the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, any municipality, or the State shall
be subject to the condition that the property will revert to the County if the public use is discontinued. Within
sixty (60) days of the discontinuance of the public use, or after any extension which may be granted for good
cause, a deed shall be executed transferring the property, in at least as good a condition as it was when received,
back to the County. In such case, the governmental agency shall be reimbursed for the original cost of purchase.
In addition, if any property which has reverted to the County is subsequently sold for a sale price in excess of the
appraised value of the property at the time it was declared surplus to County needs, the governmental agency
shall also be reimbursed for the cost of improvements made to the principal structure, if any, on the property. If
the County Executive is satisfied that another public use will replace one which has been discontinued, no
transfer shall be required. As an alternative to the property reverting to the County, the governmental agency
may reimburse the County for the fair market value of the property at the time it was conveyed to the
governmental agency. Where the County Executive finds it in the public interest to convey title to another
governmental agency for less than the acquisition cost, he may so convey provided he sets forth reasonable
justification, in writing, to the County Council prior to the sale. Whenever a property is proposed for disposition
by sale to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the purchase price to the Commission
shall be the present value of the remaining bonded indebtedness attributable to the property.
(e)
The County Executive may propose a plan for disposition of County property through sale, lease, or other
conveyance to public or private parties under terms and conditions which will, in the determination of the
County Executive, promote a specific public purpose, limited to elderly housing, affordable family housing,
transportation, not-for-profit sport and recreational uses, and day care centers for children or adults. The plan for
disposition, including the public purpose to be served and the terms of the conveyance, shall be submitted to the
County Council, and the County Executive shall be authorized to proceed with the disposition upon approval by
the County Council by resolution.
(f)
When the property is not to be acquired by a governmental agency, the County Executive shall advertise the
availability of such property in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation in the County, so as to provide
an opportunity for any interested person to submit a contract to purchase or lease such property. Any contract
may be negotiated and accepted by the County Executive subject to approval by resolution of the County
Council. When no purchaser is specifically identified, the County Executive may sell the property to the highest
bidder at a public sale. No disposition of any surplus property may be permitted without Council approval by
resolution declaring the property surplus to County needs and, where proposed for sale, approving a minimum
sale price as required by Subsection 2-111.01(b) and (c).
(g)
The County Executive shall be authorized to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of any County-owned property, and
to enter into a leaseback of the same to the County in furtherance of a public purpose, without complying with
any of the other provisions of this Section 2-111.01 or Section 2-112 of the County Code, provided that the
County Council has approved the sale, lease or other disposition and leaseback of such property by resolution.
The County Executive shall cause notice of the proposed disposition to be given in accordance with Article 25A,
Section 5(B) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The approval by resolution of the County Council of the sale,
lease or other disposition of County-owned property and the leaseback of the same shall be an authorization to
the County Executive to act within two (2) years of the effective date of the resolution upon such terms as the
County Executive determines are in the best interests of the County, subject to any limitations contained in such
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resolution. Any contracts relating to the proposed sale, lease or other disposition and the leaseback of an
approved property may be negotiated and accepted by the County Executive within two (2) years of the effective
date of the County Council resolution. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2-112 of the County Code,
lease payments or any other payments provided for with respect to a leaseback may be included in either the
County's capital or operating budget. Any leaseback may be structured as a true lease such that upon expiration
or termination of the leaseback, title to the property shall remain in the person to whom the property was
transferred in accordance with this Subsection (g), or any leaseback may be structured as a lease-purchase or
similar arrangement such that title to the transferred property shall be acquired by the County upon expiration or
termination of the leaseback (subject to any remedies the lessor may have upon an event of default or event of
non-appropriation), as provided in any contracts negotiated and accepted by the County Executive under the
provisions of this Subsection (g), without further compliance with the provisions of this Section 2-111.01 or
Section 2-112 of the County Code. All documents or set of documents pertaining to the solicitation of proposals
and any development agreement, deed, lease, construction contract or other document designed to implement a
transaction authorized by this subsection shall require that the construction portion of the project shall be
considered a "public work" constructed by a "public body" and that the provisions of Subtitle 2, Division 14 of
the County Code shall apply to the project as if the project were constructed directly by the County; that the
Purchasing Agent shall establish a goal for the utilization of minority contractors on the project in accordance
with the criteria contained in Section 10A-136 of the County Code; and that any party performing construction
work shall be considered a "contractor" and shall be required to comply with the provisions of Subtitle 2,
Division 14 and Subtitle 10A, Division 6, Subdivision 1 of the County Code.
(h)
Except for property proposed for disposition pursuant to Subsections (d) and (e), the owner(s) from whom
property was acquired by the County, or the heirs and assigns of the owner(s), shall have the first right over any
other person to reacquire the property (or such portion of it which is declared surplus) if all of the following
conditions are met:
(1)
The property was acquired by the County through grant, purchase, or eminent domain within the last twenty-five
(25) years. Such property shall include that acquired by the County from a governmental agency. It shall not
include acquisition through purchase at tax sale.
(2)
The determination of the County Executive that the property is surplus occurs within twenty-five (25) years after
County acquisition or in the case of an acquisition from another governmental agency the determination occurs
within twenty-five (25) years after the acquisition by that agency.
(3)
The former owner or heir has asserted his right to reacquire the property within sixty (60) days after the
following have occurred:
(A)
The County shall send notice of the previous owner's right of reacquisition by first class mail to his last known
address. The last known address of the previous owner shall be presumed to be that address set forth in the tax
assessment records for the year that the subject property was acquired, unless the County shall have been
notified in writing of a different address; and
(B)
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Similar notification shall be published for a period of three (3) successive weeks in the County newspapers of
record.
(4)
The repurchase price shall be the price approved by legislative act of the Council or, where no price is fixed, the
fair market value at the time the property is sold.
(i)
The County Executive, as an alternative to the sale of property, may propose the leasing of County-owned
property. Said proposals shall include, but need not be limited to, the maximum lease periods including renewal
rights and the minimum rentals to be charged. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section requiring approval
by resolution, the County Executive may authorize the leasing of any County-owned property for a maximum
lease period of one (1) year or less, with no renewal rights.
(j)
When the property to be disposed of, whether by sale or lease, is a surplus school within a municipality, the
municipality will be given notice of any proposed adaptive reuse of the school immediately upon receipt of the
proposal. In the event that a municipality, within thirty (30) days of the notice, objects in writing to a proposal
for reuse of a surplus school, the County Executive or his designee shall schedule and give not less than fourteen
(14) days notice of a public hearing on the proposal. Said hearing shall be held in the municipality.
(k)
The approval by resolution of the County Council of the sale, lease, or other disposition of County-owned
property, shall be an authorization to the County Executive to act within two (2) years of the date of the
resolution. The authority shall extend to all properties enumerated in the resolution irrespective of whether the
County held title in a governmental or proprietary capacity or the property is impressed with a public trust.
(l)
When the County becomes the owner of a parcel of real property which cannot be developed in accordance with
the minimum requirements of Subtitle 27 of this Code due to size or configuration because it is an abandoned
roadway or is less than five thousand (5,000) square feet in size, the parcel shall immediately become surplus
upon Executive Order without further action by the County Executive or the County Council. Such property may
be offered for sale at the fair market value if it is equal to, or greater than, the amount of any outstanding taxes,
interest, and penalties due on the property, plus administrative costs incident to transfer. Properties of this nature
will be included and so designated in the inventory required under this Subtitle.
(m)
When the County acquires a parcel of real property through a floodplain acquisition program, the parcel shall
immediately become surplus upon Executive Order executed not less than forty-five (45) days after notice to the
County Council without further action by the County Executive or the County Council. Such property may be
offered for sale to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in accordance with Subsection
(d), or leased or offered for sale to the adjacent landowner(s) or neighborhood homeowners association at the
fair market value which shall include the amount of any outstanding taxes, interest, and penalties due on the
property, plus costs incident to transfer. All contracts for the sale of such property shall be accompanied by fully
executed restrictive covenants designed to protect the floodplain and reflect the restrictions as imposed by law.
(n)
All properties disposed of pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be advertised in accordance with the
provisions of Article 25A, Section 5(b), of the Annotated Code of Maryland for three (3) successive weeks in
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the County newspapers of record prior to public sale, setting forth the particulars as to where, when, and to
whom objections may be filed. No disposition of property shall be final until any objections timely filed have
been reviewed by the County Executive and written notice is given to the lessee or purchaser that all objections,
if any, to the lease or sale have been reviewed and that there is no legal reason why the lease or sale should not
be final.
(o)
This Section shall have no application to the disposition by lease or transfer without consideration of all or a
portion of the Prince George's County Hospital System, consisting of the Prince George's General Hospital and
Medical Center, the property formerly known as the Greater Laurel Beltsville Hospital, and the Bowie Health
Center to Dimensions Health Corporation or University of Maryland Medical Systems.
(p)
Wherever an approval by resolution of the County Council is required by this Section, a published notice and a
public hearing shall be required prior to adoption of each resolution. Within five days following the introduction
of the resolution, the Clerk of the Council shall schedule and give public notice of a public hearing on the
resolution, which hearing shall not be less than fourteen days after its introduction. After the public hearing, a
resolution may be finally adopted without amendment. If it is necessary to amend the resolution after the public
hearing is held, a new public notice period and public hearing is required prior to adoption.
(CB-142-1976; CB-131-1978; CB-3-1980; CB-23-1982; CB-54-1982; CB-23-1983; CB-116-1983; CB-1331983; CB-56-1989; CB-67-1990; CB-95-1990; CB-76-1991; CB-106-1993; CB-77-2002; CB-51-2017)
Editor's note— The amendments contained within CB-77-2002 have been codified. See also Opinion and Order
dated January 24, 2003, in City of Bowie, Maryland v. Prince George's County, Maryland, CAE 02-27809.
SECTION 5 of CB-51-2017 provides that if the real property located at 7300 Van Dusen Road, Laurel,
Maryland ceases to be used for health care purposes within ten (10) years from any date it is transferred to
University of Maryland Medical System Corporation, the real property located at 7300 Van Dusen Road, Laurel,
Maryland shall revert to the County.
SECTION 6 of CB-51-2017 provides that if the real property located at 15001 Health Center Drive, Bowie,
Maryland ceases to be used for health care purposes within ten (10) years from any date it is transferred to
University of Maryland Medical System Corporation, the real property located at 15001 Health Center Drive,
Bowie, Maryland shall revert to the County.
CR-35-2021 approves that the plan of the County Executive to release any reversionary rights or other future
ownership interests in parcels of property identified in Attachments A and B of CR-35-2021.
Sec. 2-112. - Acquisition of property by purchase, lease, or condemnation.
(a)
The County Executive is authorized on behalf of and in the name of the County to acquire by purchase, lease or
condemnation for public purposes as such purposes are set forth in any capital improvement expenditure
appropriation ordinance, enacted by the Council in accordance with Article VIII of the Charter, the fee simple,
leasehold or such other interests as the County Executive may deem to be necessary or desirable in any real
property located within the County, including any or all property rights, interests, easements or franchises in the
same and to erect buildings thereon for any public use. If the County Executive is unable to agree with the owner
or owners on the purchase price of such property or interest therein, he shall thereupon institute in the name of
the County the necessary legal proceedings to acquire by condemnation the property or any interest therein. No
property or interest therein shall be purchased, by condemnation or otherwise, unless funds for the specific
project shall have been included in the capital budget, and the Director of Finance certifies that there are funds
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on hand to pay the amount included in the Capital Improvement Budget or that funds are forthcoming from a
bond issue already sold, the award of a condemnation jury notwithstanding.
(b)
Nothing in this Section shall require the purchase of a specific piece of property unless the Council shall so
specify in the Capital Budget. All such purchases herein provided for shall be accomplished in accordance with
budgetary procedures as set forth in the Charter. Any condemnation proceeding filed hereunder shall be in
accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Real Property Article, Title 12, Eminent Domain of the
Annotated Code of Maryland and the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-99-1972)
Sec. 2-112.01. - Compensation.
(a)
The County Executive shall receive compensation for the performance of public duties under the Charter of:
(1)
an amount that will remain at the same level established in December 2017 ($212,998), beginning the first
Monday in December 2018;
(2)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September up to a maximum of $3,000, beginning on the first Monday in December 2019 and should the CPI-U
reflect a decrease in the year-over-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level;
(3)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September up to a maximum of $3,000, beginning on the first Monday in December 2020 and should the CPI-U
reflect a decrease in the year-over-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level; and
(4)
an amount adjusted annually, with an increase equal to the percentage equivalent to the percentage by which the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for September shall have increased from the preceding
September up to a maximum of $3,000, beginning on the first Monday in December 2021 and should the CPI-U
reflect a decrease in the year-over-year rate, the salary shall remain at the previous year's salary level.
(b)
The County contribution for the County Executive to the County's ICMA 401 Defined Contribution Plan shall
increase from five percent (5%) to ten percent (10%), while the County Executive will continue to contribute
five percent (5%) of base salary.
(c)
The compensation of the County Executive shall be determined in accordance with Section 406 of the Charter
and applicable State law.
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(CB-125-1974; CB-83-2002; CB-7-2003; CB-68-2014; CB-7-2018)
Editor's note— CR-67-2002 increased the compensation for the County Executive to $130,000 per annum prior
to the commencement of the term beginning in December, 2002.
Editor's note— CR-68-2006 increased the compensation for the County Executive to $160,000 per annum prior
to the commencement of the term beginning in December, 2006.
Sec. 2-112.01.01. - Rates for travel mileage reimbursement.
The County Executive shall establish the rates for reimbursement of expenses to officers or employees of the
County for their travel mileage, when use of a private vehicle is authorized incident to the performance of the
official duties of said officer or employee. The rates shall be based upon reasonable costs and in no case shall
those rates established by the County Executive be greater than those rates currently in effect for like
reimbursements to employees of the Government of the United States of America.
(CB-116-1977)
Sec. 2-112.02. - Short-Term Borrowing Tax Anticipation Notes.
The County Executive is hereby authorized to borrow from time to time, upon the full faith and credit of Prince
George's County, an amount or amounts not to exceed Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000) in the aggregate at
any one time, for the purpose of accommodating the cash flow requirements of the County Government in
meeting its immediate obligations, and is authorized to execute as evidence of the said indebtedness or
indebtednesses tax anticipation notes which shall be retired from tax revenues and other revenues received by
the County. All tax anticipation notes signed and issued pursuant to the terms of this Section shall have a
maturity date not to exceed one year from the date of the execution of the said note or notes.
(CB-41-1971)
Sec. 2-112.02.01. - Audit of accounts.
(a)
Upon the death, resignation, removal or expiration of the term of any County Executive, an audit shall be made
of the accounts maintained by the County Executive.
(b)
If, as a result of any audit, a County Executive shall be found to be indebted to the County, the County Council
shall proceed forthwith to collect the indebtedness.
(CB-36-2011)
DIVISION 2A. - ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS.
Sec. 2-112.03. - Legislative intent.
(a)
It is the expressed intent and purpose of the County Council to achieve, through this legislation, an informative
and organized method of reviewing and considering the qualifications of those individuals appointed by the
County Executive under Section 322 of the Charter for Prince George's County and those individuals appointed
by the County Executive to serve on the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission and the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission.
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(b)
Further, it is the expressed desire of the County Council to make public that information upon which the
confirmation decision is made, except that information which is required to be held in confidence, enabling the
citizens of Prince George's County to have available sufficient information in order to completely and
responsibly comment during the public hearing on any above-mentioned appointment.
(CB-96-1975)
Editor's note— CR-50-1975 designated the Office of Law to conduct interviews of potential appointees to the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission on behalf of the County governing body.
Sec. 2-112.04. - Standardized Data Form Required.
In order to establish qualifications and suitability for employment and service, the County Executive shall send
to the County Council a Standardized Appointee Data Form, as set forth in Section 2-112.05 of this Division,
completed under oath or affirmation in due form of law by every individual appointed in accordance with
Section 322 of the Charter for Prince George's County, Maryland, and every individual appointed by the County
Executive to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission and the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, subject to confirmation by the County Council.
(CB-96-1975)
Sec. 2-112.05. - Format for Standardized Appointee Data Form.
(a)
The County Executive shall assemble or cause to have assembled a Standardized Appointee Data Form which
shall be completed by all individuals as set forth in Section 2-112.04 of this Division. The completed
Standardized Appointee Data Form shall be presented to the County Council at the time at which an individual,
as set forth in Section 2-112.04 of this Division, is appointed by the County Executive for Prince George's
County, Maryland. A copy of the completed Standardized Appointee Data Form shall also be transmitted to the
Clerk of the County Council and shall immediately be made a document of public record and thus shall be made
available for public review upon request. The Standardized Appointee Data Form shall be established as a
standard County form to be completed by all individuals appointed as set forth in Section 2-112.04 of this
Division and shall reflect the following information regarding the appointee:
(1)
Current full legal name;
(2)
Current legal address and all past addresses established within five years immediately preceding the date of
completion of this form and current citizenship;
(3)
Current home and business phone numbers;
(4)
List of present and all past employment occupations during the past five years including name, address, date of
employment and termination, reason for termination, brief job description for each occupation, names of
immediate supervisors;
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(5)
All education received, name and location of educational institutions attended, degrees acquired, date and cause
for any dismissal from such educational institutions, any additional training received;
(6)
Current and previous memberships in professional, civic, and fraternal associations or organizations where
related to the qualifications for the appointive position;
(7)
Statement of any felony conviction;
(8)
Military experience including length of service, and rank achieved;
(9)
Five personal references not to include members of family;
(10)
Additional information - special qualifications, skills, data which the appointee wishes to submit.
(CB-96-1975; CB-78-1979; CB-12-1985)
Sec. 2-112.06. - Criminal Records.
The County Executive for Prince George's County shall endeavor to obtain through the Prince George's County
Police Department a copy of a Federal Bureau of Investigation criminal report for each individual appointed as
set forth in Section 2-112.04 of this Division. Such information, when acquired by the County Executive, shall
be confidential information and shall be made available at the time of appointment to the members of the County
Council or the individual appointee upon written or oral request.
(CB-96-1975)
Sec. 2-112.06.01. - Residence Requirement.
(a)
Notwithstanding applicable State law, candidates for appointment to County boards and commissions, subject to
Section 322 of the County Charter, shall reside in Prince George's County at the time of their confirmation and
shall maintain County residency throughout their length of service. Board or commission members that do not
maintain their residency shall immediately notify the County Executive and the County Council and their service
automatically expires from the date that the member moved from the county.
(b)
Candidates for appointment to the Prince George's County Public Employee Relations Board are required to
possess specialized skills, expertise and knowledge and as a result of that necessity, the Prince George's County
Public Employee Relations Board shall be exempted from the resident requirement of subsection (a) above.
(CB-65-2012; CB-31-2013)
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Editor's note— CB-65-2012 became effective 12/7/2012. Section 5 of CB-65-2012 provides that the legislation
applies prospectively. Any appointees that are not County residents cannot be reappointed.
CR-35-2013 provides that the Prince George's County Public Employee Relations Board is exempted from the
residency requirement.
DIVISION 2B. - PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PLANNING BOARD.
Sec. 2-112.07. - Planning Board; compensation.
The annual compensation of each member of the Prince George's County Planning Board, other than the
member designated as the full-time member pursuant to Article 28, Section 7-111 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, is Nineteen Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($19,400), in addition to any salary the member receives
under Section 7-111 as a member of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(CB-87-2005)
DIVISION 3. - ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AGING.
Sec. 2-113. - Advisory Committee on Aging; duties.
(a)
There is established the Advisory Committee on Aging for the County which shall:
(1)
Receive regular reports from the Department of Family Services regarding the status of current operations and
future planning.
(2)
Make recommendations as may be appropriate on various services and programs for the aging.
(3)
Maintain communications between our older citizens and the County Executive and the Council.
(4)
Strive for a fuller utilization of the energies, skills, and knowledge of our older citizens for the benefit of
themselves and society.
(5)
Strive for the development of a positive socioeconomic educational climate which emphasizes the vigor and
usefulness of those in later life.
(Gen. Res. No. 8-1969, Sec. 1; CB-96-1972; CB-120-1991)
Sec. 2-114. - Committee composition; members; terms; staff.
(a)
The Advisory Committee on Aging shall consist of twenty-four (24) members: one-third (1/3) of the members
shall be senior citizens (age sixty (60) and over), one-third (1/3) representing public and nonprofit agencies
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having programs which benefit the older citizens, and one-third (1/3) representing the public at large. The
members shall be appointed by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the Council. Terms shall be
staggered. No term shall exceed three (3) years.
(b)
(1)
The Committee shall elect yearly from its own membership a chairman and such other officers as the Committee
determines necessary; provided that no member shall serve as chairman for more than two (2) years.
(2)
The Committee's secretarial services shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(Gen. Res. No. 8-1969, Sec. 1; CB-96-1972; CB-47-1985; CB-120-1991)
Sec. 2-115. - Ex-officio members.
To provide program representation required by certain federal and State grant projects, the Director of the
Department of Family Services, with the approval of the County Executive, may name persons to serve ex
officio with the Committee.
(Gen. Res. No. 8-1969, Sec. 1; CB-96-1972; CB-120-1991)
DIVISION 4. - BOARD OF APPEALS.
Sec. 2-116. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-117. - Board of Administrative Appeals.
(a)
There is created a Board of Administrative Appeals for the County, to hear and determine all administrative
appeals allowed by ordinance or law. The jurisdiction of the Board of Administrative Appeals shall not extend to
any provision of the County Code which does not expressly provide for such jurisdiction.
(b)
County law which specifically grants the Board authority to hear appeals includes (but need not be limited to)
the following:
SUBTITLE 3. ANIMALS.
Division 2. Licenses and Standards (Animal Holding Facility Licenses).
SUBTITLE 4. BUILDING.
Division 2. Construction or Changes in Floodplain Area.
Division 3. Grading, Drainage and Erosion Control.
Division 4. Stormwater Management.
SUBTITLE 5. BUSINESSES AND LICENSES.
Division 2. Benefit Performances.
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Division 5. Fortunetelling and Other Similar Practices.
Division 9A. Massage Establishments.
Division 12. Peddlers and Itinerant Vendors.
Division 14. Public Dances. (Dance Halls)
Division 15. Door-To-Door Solicitors.
Division 19. Secondhand Dealers.
Division 21. Towing Regulations.
Division 23. Model Studios.
Division 28. Special Food Service Facilities - Mobile Units.
SUBTITLE 9. ELECTRICITY.
Division 3. Burglar and Holdup Alarm Users License and Registration.
SUBTITLE 11. FIRE SAFETY.
Division 3. Permits, Certificates, and Licenses.
Division 4. Fire Prevention Code.
SUBTITLE 12. HEALTH
Division 10. Tanning Facilities.
SUBTITLE 13. HOUSING CODE. (Except as Provided for in Section 13-112.01)
SUBTITLE 14. MORALS AND CONDUCT.
Division 2A. Going out of Business Sales.
SUBTITLE 22. SEWERS.
Division 2. Soil Percolation Testers, Contractors and Cleaners of Sewage Systems.
SUBTITLE 23. ROADS AND SIDEWALKS.
SUBTITLE 24A. TELEVISION AND RADIO EQUIPMENT REPAIR.
SUBTITLE 26A. MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 2; CB-152-1972; CB-51-1985; CB-96-1985; CB-24-1987; CB-34-1988; CB-1471989; CB-80-1991; CB-92-1997; CB-51-2015; CB-40-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 2-118. - Board of Appeals created.
The Board of Administrative Appeals and the Board of Zoning Appeals are reorganized as set forth in this
Division. Their operations are merged and consolidated in a new board which is created and known as the
"Board of Appeals for Prince George's County" (hereinafter referred to as the "Board of Appeals").
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(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 3; CB-39-1980)
Sec. 2-119. - Board composition; terms; compensation; officers.
(a)
The Board of Appeals shall consist of five (5) members until December 31, 2022, appointed by the Council for a
term of four (4) years or until their successors are appointed and duly qualified. The term of appointments shall
coincide with the term of office of the Council.
(1)
Two additional new appointees to the Board of Appeals shall serve their terms until December 3, 2023.
(2)
Current members of the Board of Appeals shall serve their terms until December 31, 2022, or until their
successors are appointed and confirmed.
(3)
In the event a member currently serving on the board is replaced, the new appointment will specify their terms
expiration date to either December 31, 2022 or December 3, 2023.
(b)
The members of the Board of Appeals shall be compensated at the rate of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars
($750.00) per month. The Chairman thereof shall be compensated an additional One Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($1,500.00) per year for administrative responsibilities.
(c)
The Council shall designate the Chairman and the Vice-chairman of the Board of Appeals.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 4; CB-60-1979; CB-52-1987; CB-14-2000; CB-86-2021)
Sec. 2-120. - Meetings.
The Board of Appeals shall meet at such times as necessary. The Chairman shall determine the time and place of
all meetings.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 5; CB-80-1991)
Sec. 2-121. - Appointment of attorney.
An attorney shall be appointed by the Council to serve as the attorney for the Board of Appeals. He shall be
present at all meetings of the Board.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 6)
Sec. 2-122. - Filing appeal or variance application; fees.
(a)
Applications for variances and all other appeals to the Board of Appeals shall be filed with the Administrator of
the Board of Appeals accompanied with the fee prescribed in this Section.
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(b)
The following schedule of filing fees shall apply to appeals filed with the Board of Appeals relative to Subtitle
27, Zoning, of this Code:
(1)
Variances: .....
(A)
Existing single-family attached and detached residences .....$200.00
(B)
Single-family attached and detached residences that are proposed, newly constructed or under construction
.....$500.00
(C)
All other structures .....$1,500.00
(2)
Extension of Time to Cease or Correct Zoning Violation: .....
(A)
Residential Property Involved .....$100.00
(B)
All Other Requests for Time .....$200.00
(3)
Other Zoning Appeals .....$200.00
(c)
The following schedule of filing fees shall apply to appeals filed with the Board of Appeals, relative to
provisions of other than Subtitle 27 of this Code: .....
(1)
Administrative Appeals: .....
(A)
Residential Property Involved .....$200.00
(B)
Commercial or Industrial Property Involved .....$300.00
(d)
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The Board of Appeals may refund a filing fee where the Board finds a clear violation by an administrative agent
of the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 7; CB-105-1972; CB-168-1972, CB-39-1980; CB-74-2003)
Sec. 2-123. - Records of hearings.
Adequate records shall be maintained of all hearings before the Board of Appeals. All hearings shall be recorded
by a reporter.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 8; CB-80-1991)
Sec. 2-124. - Rules and regulations.
The Board of Appeals shall have the authority to adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its hearings.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 9)
Sec. 2-125. - Minutes of proceedings; resolutions.
(a)
The Board of Appeals shall keep minutes of its proceedings, meetings, and hearings.
(b)
All actions or decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be taken by resolution and heard and filed separately as to
matters within the respective jurisdictions of the Board of Zoning Appeals and the Board of Administrative
Appeals.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-1968, Sec. 10; CB-39-1980)
Sec. 2-126. - Determination by Board.
The Board of Appeals may, in conformance with the law, reverse, affirm, or modify, wholly or in part, any
decision from which an appeal is taken.
(Gen. Res. No. 2-168, Sec. 11)
DIVISION 5. - BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES.
Sec. 2-127. - Board of Trustees; composition; terms.
(a)
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 23-301 and 23-303 of the Education Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is created a Board of Library Trustees. The Board shall consist of seven (7) members, each to
serve a term of five (5) years.
(b)
Upon the expiration of the term of each of the members, appointments to the Board shall be made by the County
Executive from a list of persons submitted by the Library Board with the confirmation of the Council pursuant to
the provisions of the Charter.
(CB-104-1972; CB-32-1984)
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Sec. 2-128. - Powers and duties of Board.
The Board of Library Trustees shall have the powers and duties enumerated and shall be governed by the
provisions of Title 23, Education Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-104-1972)
Sec. 2-128.01. - Copies of Reports and Other Publications Filed with Library.
Pursuant to the provisions of Article 40, Section 53, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the Prince George's
County Memorial Library system, the main office of which is located at Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, Maryland, is
designated as the local agency with which every officer, board, institution, and commission of the State of
Maryland, including special or temporary officers, boards, and commissions, must file at least one copy of every
regular or special report, bulletin, periodical, catalog, and other publication issued by him or it, whether the
report is in printed or other form.
(CB-145-1975)
DIVISION 6. - COMMISSION FOR WOMEN.
Sec. 2-129. - Statement of policy.
It is declared to be the public policy of Prince George's County, Maryland, to eliminate discrimination and
prejudice in any form that exists on account of sex; to fully utilize the potential of each citizen in order to
preserve our democratic way of life; and to provide equal opportunities to all citizens in employment, education,
home and community services, and before the law.
(CB-166-1972)
Sec. 2-130. - Commission for Women; composition; terms; vacancies.
(a)
There is established a Commission for Women. The Commission shall consist of eleven (11) members appointed
by the County Executive subject to confirmation by the Council. Membership shall consist of eleven (11) men
and women who represent a wide cross-section of the citizenry of Prince George's County to include people of
diverse economic, ethnic and vocational backgrounds and to include representatives from organized women's
rights groups. Appointees shall be chosen from among the best qualified applicants obtained through
Countywide recruitment. Consideration shall be given to their knowledge, experience, commitment to and
interest in women's issues. The Commission shall elect one (1) of its members as Chairperson and another as
Vice Chairperson, each to serve at the pleasure of the Commission, and such other officers as it shall determine.
Representatives of the Office of Human Rights, the Board of Education, the Department of Health, and the
Department of Social Services shall serve as nonvoting members of the Commission.
(b)
The term of office of each of the appointive members shall be for three (3) years. Of the members first
appointed, four (4) shall be appointed for terms which will expire in one (1) year; four (4) shall be appointed for
terms which will expire in two (2) years; and three (3) for terms which will expire in three (3) years.
(c)
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired terms in the manner the appointments are initially
made. The Executive upon the notification and recommendation of the Chairperson of the Commission will
remove any member who has had more than three (3) unexcused absences in one (1) year to be replaced in the
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manner prescribed above. The members shall continue in office until their successors are appointed and have
qualified. Members shall be eligible for reappointment.
(CB-166-1972; CB-157-1973; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-131. - Commission meetings; report.
(a)
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson as frequently as required to perform its duties, but no
less than once each month. A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. A majority of those present at any meeting shall be sufficient for any official action
taken by the Commission.
(b)
The Commission shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and the Council summarizing its
activities, needs, recommendations, and the degree to which the goals of the Commission are being met.
(CB-166-1972; CB-77-1974; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-132. - Powers and duties of Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the power and duty to:
(1)
Develop when necessary an information and referral system for all services in the County related specifically to
the needs of women, and to develop other services when a need for such services is determined.
(2)
Research, assemble, analyze, and disseminate pertinent data and educational materials relating to activities and
programs which will assist in meeting the needs of women and in the elimination of prejudice and discrimination
on account of sex; and to institute and conduct educational and other programs, meetings, and conferences to
promote equal rights and opportunities for all women. In performance of its duties, the Commission shall
cooperate with interested citizens, community, business, professional, technical, educational, and civic
organizations.
(3)
Cooperate with the County Executive and all governmental agencies, and to refer to the County Executive and to
the proper governmental agencies any matters already in the jurisdiction of their existing powers, with the intent
that duplication of effort will be avoided.
(4)
Study and investigate by means of public or private meetings, conferences and public hearings, conditions which
demonstrate unmet needs, or discrimination or prejudice because of sex.
(5)
Advise and counsel the residents of the County, the Council, the County Executive and the various departments
of County, State, and Federal governments on matters involving the needs of women and on matters relating to
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discrimination and prejudice on account of sex, and to recommend such procedures, program, or legislation as it
may deem necessary and proper to promote and insure equal rights and opportunities for all women.
(6)
Work to remove inequalities due to unmet needs or discrimination and prejudice on the basis of sex in such areas
as housing, recreation, employment, education, community services, and related matters.
(CB-166-1972)
Sec. 2-133. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
(a)
The Commission shall adopt such rules and procedures, subject to the approval of the County Executive, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division.
(b)
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all official meetings. The records and
minutes shall be on file and shall be open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
(CB-166-1972)
Sec. 2-134. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-135. - Committees; advisory committees.
(a)
The Commission may establish such committees as are deemed necessary and appropriate to assist in its
functions and duties. Members of such committees may include nonmembers of the Commission.
(b)
The committee and advisory committee actions shall not be deemed to be the action of the Commission and
shall in no way bind the Commission or its members.
(CB-166-1972; CB-67-1979)
Sec. 2-136. - Volunteer services; consultants.
The Commission, through the Department of Family Services, may engage the services of volunteer workers and
consultants without salary as they may find necessary from time to time and may engage other workers and
consultants in accordance with the laws of the County, subject to budget appropriations, to assist it in carrying
out its duties. Services of an individual as a volunteer worker or consultant for the Commission shall not be
considered as service of employment bringing such individual within any merit system of the County or of this
State.
(CB-166-1972; CB-120-1991)
Sec. 2-137. - Administrative support.
Administrative support for the Commission shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(CB-166-1972; CB-120-1991; CB-30-1995)
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DIVISION 7. - COMMUNITY GOALS ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Sec. 2-138. - Committee established.
A Community Goals Advisory Committee is established.
(Gen. Res. No. 38-1967)
Editor's note— CR-47-1975 adopts a policy format and set of definitions for the establishment of policies in the
areas of fiscal and growth management, economic development, land use, and environmental quality.
Sec. 2-139. - Committee composition; staff.
(a)
The Community Goals Advisory Committee shall be constituted as follows:
(1)
Ten (10) citizens of Prince George's County;
(2)
The chairman of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission;
(3)
A representative of the Washington Suburban Transit Commission;
(4)
A representative of the Council;
(5)
A representative of the Health Department;
(6)
A representative of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission;
(7)
A representative of the County Board of Education;
(8)
A representative of the Department of Resources and Community Development;
(9)
A representative of the Department of Public Works;
(10)
A representative of the Department of Economic Development.
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(b)
Staff services for this committee shall be supplied by the Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission,
and services as needed shall be provided by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission and County
agencies.
(Gen. Res. No. 38-1967)
Sec. 2-140. - Chairman designated.
The Council shall designate the Community Goals Advisory Committee's Chairman.
(Gen. Res. No. 38-1967, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-141. - Committee duties.
The Community Goals Advisory Committee shall study and formulate goals, purposes, and concepts for a ten
(10) year water and sewage plan for the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 38-1967, Sec. 3)
DIVISION 8. - CONSUMER PROTECTION.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 2-142. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Cemetery shall mean a place dedicated to and used or intended to be used for the permanent interment of human
remains. It may be either a burial park for earth interment; a mausoleum for vault or crypt interments; a structure
or place used or intended to be used for the interment of cremated remains or any combination of one or more
thereof. The provisions of this Division shall not apply, however, to cemeteries containing a total of less than one
(1) acre of land available or to be made available for interment; or to any cemetery owned and operated by a
bona fide and recognized church, synagogue, or other church or religious organization where more than seventyfive percent (75%) of the total amount of land available or to be made available for interment at any such
cemetery has been reserved or is utilized exclusively by and for the benefit of recognized members and their
families of such church, synagogue, or other church or religious organization; or to any cemetery operated by
any nonprofit organization which was created by an act of the General Assembly of the State of Maryland prior
to 1900.
(2)
Cemetery Authority shall mean a person, firm or corporation who undertakes to establish, maintain, manage,
operate, improve or conduct a cemetery, the interring of human remains, or the care, preservation, and
embellishment of cemetery property.
(3)
Condominium shall mean property subject to the condominium regime established under the Maryland
Condominium Act, being Title 11 of the Article on Real Property of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(4)
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Consumer shall mean a natural person who purchases merchandise or services or borrows money or receives
credit for his personal, family, household or agricultural purposes, or is required to pay for towing services that
are not contracted for.
(5)
Director shall mean the Director of the Environment or the Director's designee.
(6)
Lender shall mean a person who loans money or extends credit to a consumer.
(7)
Merchandise shall mean real estate and any chattels, personal or real, including, but not limited to, goods, parts,
materials and real estate leases.
(8)
Merchant shall mean a person who offers merchandise or services for purchase by a consumer.
(9)
Organization shall mean a corporation, trust, estate, partnership, cooperative, association, or any other group of
individuals however organized.
(10)
Purchase shall mean and include taking by sale, discount, negotiation, mortgage, lien or lease.
(11)
Services shall mean work, labor, or any kind of activity furnished or agreed to be furnished to a consumer,
including but not limited to building and construction services, underwriting services, the repair of automobiles,
television sets and other similar commodities, the repair or installment of plumbing, heating, electrical or
mechanical devices; provided, however, that nothing herein shall apply to the professional services of
accountants, architects, clergymen, lawyers, engineers, surveyors, and medical and dental practitioners.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 2; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-127-1977; CB-16-1978; CB-87-1978; CB-311984; CB-32-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 2-143. - Construction of Division.
This Division shall be liberally construed and applied to promote its purpose and policies. It is the intent of the
Council that in construing Section 2-146 due consideration and great weight shall be given to the interpretation
of the Federal Trade Commission and the federal courts relative to Section 5(a)(1) of the Federal Trade
Commission Act, 15 U.S.C. 45(a)(1), as may from time to time be amended.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 2; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972)
Sec. 2-144. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-145. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-146. - Unlawful practices.
(a)
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The following practices and conduct are declared to be unlawful in connection with the sale or advertisement of
any merchandise or service, or in connection with the borrowing of money or extension of credit, whether or not
any person has, in fact, been misled, deceived or damaged thereby:
(1)
The act, use or practice by any person of any deception, fraud, false promise, or material misrepresentation;
(2)
The concealment, suppression or omission of any material fact which was known or should have been known to
the merchant or lender;
(3)
The unreasonable detention of any monies, bailment or chattel personal;
(4)
The harassment or threatening of any person by telephone, cards, letters, or any other means or the contacting of
any person's employer for delinquent indebtedness. Nothing in this Subsection shall prevent the use of legal
process in the collection of debts;
(5)
The arbitrary refusal or termination of the credit of a natural person without explanation and without allowing
such person to correct errors in his credit records;
(6)
Unconscionable trade practice which shall mean a practice which takes unfair advantage of the lack of
knowledge, ability, experience or capacity of a consumer which results in a gross disparity in the rights of a
consumer as against the merchant or results in a gross disparity between the value received by a consumer and
the price paid by the consumer;
(7)
Failure of any merchant to honor any express warranty or any implied warranty as provided by State law to
repair any merchandise except real estate. A rebuttable presumption that the merchandise is irreparable shall be
raised when the merchant is notified within a reasonable time after the consumer discovers or should have
discovered the disrepair and when the merchant has been given a reasonable opportunity to repair. In such a case
the merchandise, at the election of the consumer, shall be either exchanged, if available, or all costs of purchase
refunded, less ordinary wear and tear, if used. Finance charges are not to be included as a part of the cost of
purchase.
(8)
Failure of the vendor of a residential condominium unit to provide to the initial purchaser thereof all disclosure
requirements as required pursuant to Section 11-126 of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, as it may be from time to time amended.
(9)
Violation of prohibited acts under Section 5-272 of Subtitle 5, Division 21, of the Prince George's County Code.
(b)
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The provisions of Subsection (a) shall apply to all services licensed under Division 21 of Subtitle 5 of the Prince
George's County Code.
(c)
In addition to Section 2-146(a), the following practices are declared to be unlawful in connection with the
ownership and/or management of cemeteries. In determination of unreasonableness as provided for and required
herein, the Director shall, among other factors, consider the practices, policies, rules, regulations, or prices of
services of other cemetery authorities in Prince George's County and the Washington and Baltimore
Metropolitan Areas and any model rules and regulations recommended by the collective action of the cemetery
authorities in Prince George's County:
(1)
The establishment by the cemetery authority of any unreasonable policies, practices, rules, regulations, or prices
of services for the use, care, management, or protection of the property of the cemetery authority and its burial
sites;
(2)
The establishment of any unreasonable policies, practices, rules, regulations, or price structures that discriminate
against any racial, ethnic, or religious group;
(3)
The use of a contract of sale for burial rights that is not plainly printed or typewritten and retained, subject to
inspection in the office of the cemetery authority and available to the consumer upon request, or the failure to
provide, prior to the execution of a contract of sale, a current copy of the policies, practices, rules, or regulations
and price structures for services of the cemetery;
(4)
Failure to file by June 1 of each year, an accurate and fully disclosed statement listing all policies, practices,
rules, regulations, and pricing structures for services with the Director and failing to inform the Director within
thirty (30) days of any change in this report;
(5)
Failure to allow the owner(s) of burial rights in a cemetery or the owner of cemetery goods and services to
transfer, sell, or convey the same to any person or association, provided however, that nothing herein shall
preclude the cemetery authority from placing reasonable restrictions on resale if said restrictions are included in
the owner's sales contract and the cemeteries' rules and regulations. This paragraph shall not be applicable to
those cemeteries owned and operated by municipal corporations;
(6)
The gross neglect of uniform maintenance by the cemetery authority of all of those sections of the cemetery used
for interment, provided that the cemetery authority has responsibility for such maintenance as a result of contract
or receipt of perpetual or annual care income which is not being used for maintenance, or when such
maintenance is required to correct damages caused by an act of the cemetery authority;
(7)
Where an annual maintenance and/or perpetual fund exists, the refusal to make available an annual and accurate
account of such fund to those owners of burial sites for which provision is made for annual maintenance or
perpetual care funding;
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(8)
Failure by a cemetery authority to inform a consumer of any rule, regulation, price structure, or other condition
which was made a part of the contract of purchase, or which is otherwise applicable to the installation or
erection of a foundation, marker, monument, stone, or similar structure;
(9)
Failure by a cemetery authority to accept markers, monuments, stones, or similar structures in compliance with
reasonable regulations of the cemetery authority from outside sources, or to prohibit or by practice interfere with
the timely installation of markers, foundations and/or footings, or the installation of their foundations by outside
sources, provided that nothing in Section 2-146(c) shall be construed to prohibit a cemetery authority from:
(A)
Requiring that the foundation for any markers, monuments, stones, or similar structures installed by outside
sources be constructed in accordance with the criteria established and accepted by the cemetery and monument
industry for the installation of markers, monuments, stones, or similar structures, providing that rules for
installation are the same for third party monument sellers as for the cemetery authority;
(B)
Designating nonmonument areas or burial sites of any cemetery prior to the sale of such designated areas or
burial sites; or
(C)
Contracting with a consumer for a sale of a marker, monument, stone, or similar structure, provided that the
consumer is advised in writing prior to entering such contract of sale that he is otherwise permitted to make such
purchases from outside sources.
(10)
Discrimination and/or harassment by the cemetery authority against the installation of markers, monuments,
stones, or similar structures purchased from any source other than the cemetery authority.
(11)
Failure of a cemetery authority to disclose to the purchaser of cemetery goods and services all information
required under the Federal Trade Commission Funeral Rule, as such information applies to the purchaser of
cemetery goods and services; and to provide a disclosure statement in writing and signed by the cemetery
authority and the purchaser with a copy provided to the purchaser.
(12)
Failure of a cemetery authority to include in its disclosure the phone number and address for the local regulatory
agency.
(13)
Failure of a cemetery authority to retain for a period of three years after the delivery of all purchased cemetery
goods and services a copy of the signed and dated Disclosure Statement for each purchaser of cemetery goods
and services.
(14)
87/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Failure of a cemetery authority to file with the Director by June 1 of each year and to maintain and display, at the
point of sales, a map or plat which identifies the Section name, Lot number, and Site number of each burial site
and which clearly identifies each burial site which contains human remains and each burial site which has been
sold.
(15)
Failure of a cemetery authority to record on each contract for a burial site the Section name, Lot number, and
Site number of each burial site.
(16)
Failure of a cemetery authority to engrave, etch, or cast, or cause to be engraved, etched, or cast, the Section
name, Lot number, and Site number of each burial site upon each marker or monument.
(d)
In addition to Section 2-146(a), the following practices are declared to be unlawful in connection with the
practice of funeral direction or the practice of mortuary science, as those practices are defined in the Health
Occupation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland:
(1)
Failure of a person to make disclosure to the purchaser of funeral direction or mortuary services of all
information required to be made by the Federal Trade Commission, as those requirements may be from time to
time amended;
(2)
Failure of a provider of funeral direction or mortuary services to retain for a period of three years a copy of the
signed and dated Federal Trade Commission Disclosure Form for each purchaser of funeral direction or
mortuary services.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 3; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-127-1977; CB-16-1978; CB-53-1978; CB-871978; CB-31-1984; CB-10-1995; CB-32-1995; CB-82-1997; CB-22-2001)
Sec. 2-147. - Powers and duties.
(a)
The Director shall have the power to:
(1)
Receive and investigate complaints from all persons affected by potential or actual violation of this Division, or
to initiate its own investigation of frauds and unfair dealings against such persons;
(2)
Issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents, papers, books, records
and other evidence in any matter over which this Division applies; administer oaths or affirmations to any person
whose testimony is required; interrogate witnesses; inspect premises; require written answers to questionnaires;
require periodical written reports and the filing of statements;
(3)
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Issue cease and desist orders with respect to unlawful consumer practices;
(4)
Report to the appropriate law enforcement officers any information concerning violations of any consumer
protection laws, the reporting of which to be within the discretion of the Director;
(5)
Represent the interest of consumers generally before administrative and regulatory agencies and legislative
groups;
(6)
Assist, advise, and cooperate with local, State, and Federal agencies and officials to protect and promote the
interest of the County consumer public;
(7)
Assist, develop, and conduct programs of consumer education and information through publications and other
materials prepared for distribution to the County Consumer public;
(8)
Undertake activities to encourage local business and industry to maintain high standards of honesty, fair business
practices, and public responsibility in the production, promotion and sale of consumer merchandise and services,
and in the extension of credit; and,
(9)
Exercise and perform such other functions, powers, and duties as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to
protect and promote the welfare of County consumers.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 4; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Editor's note— CR-44-1978 endorses the Business-Consumer Code of Ethics as drafted by the Prince George's
Chamber of Commerce and the County Consumer Protection Commission.
Sec. 2-148. - Additional remedies; license revocation.
(a)
In addition to the powers provided in Section 2-147, the County, on behalf of the Director, shall have the
authority:
(1)
To seek and obtain, in an action in the Circuit Court, an injunction prohibiting a continuing violator of this
Division, or a person disobeying a subpoena of the Director, or a repeated, persistent, or multiple violator from
continuing unlawful practices or engaging in such activities after appropriate notice to such person. Such notice
shall state generally the relief sought and be served at least ten (10) days prior to the institution of such action;
(2)
To vacate, annul, or suspend the Traders or Business License of any person licensed under the laws of this
County;
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(3)
In lieu of instituting or continuing an action or proceeding, the Director may accept written assurance of
discontinuance of any act or practice in violation of this Division. Such assurance may include a stipulation for
the payment by the violator of the costs of investigation and may also include a stipulation for the restitution by
the violator to consumers of money, property, or other things received from such consumers in connection with a
violation of this Division. An assurance entered into pursuant to this Section shall not be deemed to admit the
violation unless it does so by its terms. Violation of an assurance entered into pursuant to this Section shall be
treated as a violation of this Section and shall be subject to all the provisions herein.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 5; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-149. - Recovery of costs.
In any action brought under the provisions of this Division, the County is entitled to recover from a violator the
costs for investigation and hearing; provided an improper practice or a violation of any written assurance in
Subsection 2-148(3) or consent finding in Subsection 2-148(3) is found to exist.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 6; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-150. - Complaint procedure; investigation; conciliation.
(a)
Any person subjected to unlawful practice or conduct in violation of this Division may file with the Director a
complaint in writing. The complaint shall state the name and address of the person alleged to have committed
the violation complained of and the particulars thereof, but the Director may relax this requirement for illiteracy
or for other good cause.
(b)
Upon filing a complaint as set forth in this Section, the Director shall make such investigation as it deems
appropriate to ascertain facts and issues.
(c)
If the Director shall determine that there are reasonable grounds to believe a violation has occurred and is
susceptible of conciliation, the Director shall attempt to conciliate the matter by methods of initial conference
and persuasion with all interested parties and such representatives as the parties may choose to assist them.
Conciliation conferences shall be informal. Nothing said or done during such initial conferences shall be made
public by the Director or any member of the staff of the Department of the Environment unless the parties agree
thereto in writing.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 7; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 2-151. - Cooperation in investigation.
The Director is authorized to seek the cooperation of all departments and agencies of the County Government in
connection with any investigation under this Division, or to refer any matter which poses a serious legal problem
to a legal referral agency or to any other agency suited to handle such problems.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 7; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-152. - Conciliation; consent finding; compliance.
(a)
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The terms of conciliation agreed to by the parties may be reduced to writing and incorporated into a consent
finding to be signed by the parties. This agreement is for conciliation purposes only and does not constitute an
admission by any party that the law has been violated. (b) It shall be a violation of this Division to violate or fail
to adhere to any provision contained in a consent finding. Any failure by the Director to enforce compliance
with any provision of a consent finding shall not constitute a waiver of any right of the Director or provision of
such agreement.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 7; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-153. - Dismissal or referral of complaint.
(a)
If the Director determines that the complaint lacks reasonable grounds upon which to base a violation of this
Division or is not within the jurisdiction of the Director under the provisions of this Division, the Director may
dismiss such complaint or order such further investigation as may be necessary.
(b)
The Director may determine that the complaint should be forwarded for handling to the Office of the Attorney
General of Maryland or other appropriate agency.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 7; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-154. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-155. - Public hearing; procedure; records.
(a)
The Director, with respect to a matter which the Director believes may involve a violation of this Division, may
hold a public hearing to determine whether a violation has been committed.
(1)
The Director shall mail a copy of the statement of charges, by registered or certified mail, first class, return
receipt requested, to the respondent.
(2)
The Director shall mail notice of the time and date of the hearing to all other parties of record by regular mail.
(3)
The provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection shall not preclude the use of other methods of service
in addition to those prescribed above.
(b)
The hearing shall be open to the public and shall be held not less than ten (10) days after service of the statement
of charges. The parties of record may, at their option, appear before the Director in person or by duly authorized
representative or may have the assistance of an attorney. The parties may present testimony and evidence, and
the right to cross-examine witnesses shall be preserved. All testimony and evidence shall be given under oath or
by affirmation and may be required by the issuance of a subpoena signed by the Director. Irrelevant, unduly
repetitious, or protracted testimony and evidence shall not be permitted. Hearings may be limited by the
Director, provided the parties are so notified prior to the hearing.
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(c)
The Director shall keep a full record of the hearing. Such record shall be public and open to inspection by any
person. Upon request by any interested party to the proceeding, the Director shall furnish such party a copy of
the hearing record at such cost as the Director deems appropriate.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 8; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-29-1980; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-156. - Cease and desist orders; compliance; civil proceedings.
(a)
If, at the conclusion of the hearing, the Director shall determine, upon the preponderance of testimony and
evidence, that the person complained against has violated this Division, the Director shall state findings and
issue an order requiring the person complained against to cease and desist from such unlawful conduct or
practice, and to take such affirmative action, including but not limited to an order for restitution of money or
property, as will effectuate the purposes of this Division. The Director shall mail copies of the order to the
respondent and to all other parties of record by regular mail.
(b)
In addition, a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) may be ordered by the
Director upon a finding of a violation of this Division together with:
(1)
A pattern of consumer fraud as demonstrated by two (2) or more additional proven violations, all occurring
within a single twelve (12) month period and all based on the same or similar consumer complaints; and
(2)
A pattern of defiance of orders of the Director for restitution and/or to cease and desist as demonstrated by two
(2) or more outstanding orders where the respondent has failed to comply with said orders and all rights of
appeal have been exhausted.
(c)
In determining the imposition and amount of any civil penalty, for a pattern of consumer frauds as in paragraph
(b)(1), above, the Director shall consider the following:
(1)
The respondent's history of violations of this Division;
(2)
The nature and gravity of the violations;
(3)
The respondent's efforts at cooperation in resolving complaints;
(4)
The ratio of the number of violations to the volume of the respondent's business; and
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(5)
The degree to which the respondent's failure to accept negotiated settlements on the consumer complaints
resulting in findings of violations was based on good faith defenses to the charges.
(d)
The order shall contain a notice that if the Director determines that the person complained against has not, after
thirty (30) calendar days following service of its order, corrected the unlawful conduct or practice and complied
with the order, the Director will transmit the matter to the Office of Law for enforcement pursuant to this
Division.
(e)
Any determination by the Director of violation of this Division shall constitute a conclusive finding. The County
Attorney may institute, in the name of the County, a body politic, civil proceedings, including the seeking of
such money judgments, restraining orders and temporary or permanent injunctions, as are necessary and proper
to obtain complete compliance with the Director's order.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 8; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-52-1978; CB-29-1980; CB-45-1984; CB-321995)
Sec. 2-157. - Dismissal of complaint after hearing.
If, at the conclusion of the hearing, the Director determines, upon the preponderance of the testimony and
evidence, that the person complained against has not violated this Division, the Director shall state findings and
issue an order dismissing the complaint.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 8; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-158. - Civil action in County name.
(a)
If, at any time a complaint has been filed, the Director believes that appropriate civil action to preserve the status
quo or to prevent irreparable harm appears advisable, the Director shall transmit the matter to the Office of Law.
(b)
The Office of Law may bring, in the name of the County, a body politic, any action necessary to preserve such
status quo or to prevent such harm, including the seeking of temporary restraining orders and preliminary
injunctions. The County Attorney is authorized to take such actions.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 8; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-159. - Rules and regulations.
The Director may adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings under this Division. The rules and
regulations shall be made available to the public.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 8; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-160. - Rights and remedies, judicial review.
(a)
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Nothing in this Division shall prevent any person from exercising any right or seeking any remedy to which he
might otherwise be entitled, or from filing any complaint with any other agency, including State and Federal
agencies.
(b)
Any aggrieved person is authorized to appeal a decision or order of the Director pursuant to this Division to the
Board of Administrative Appeals.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 9; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
Sec. 2-161. - Effect on other laws.
This Division does not annul, alter, or affect, or exempt any seller or lender from complying with the Laws of
Maryland relating to consumer transactions, except to the extent that those laws are inconsistent with the
provisions of this Division, and then only to the extent of the inconsistency.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1970, Sec. 10; CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972)
Sec. 2-162. - Nonabatement of complaints.
There shall be a nonabatement of complaints or legal action pending under the existing laws at time of passage
of this Division.
(CB-85-1971; CB-11-1972; CB-32-1995)
SUBDIVISION 2. - REAL ESTATE PRACTICES.
Sec. 2-162.01. - Contracts for the sale of real property.
(a)
All contracts for the sale of real property located in this County shall contain the following terms of sale, or
other wording identical in its effect:
"Seller(s) certifies that Seller(s) has no knowledge of any published staff draft or adopted land use plan (or
adopted Zoning Map Amendment) which may result in condemnation or taking of any part of Seller's(s')
property. Buyer(s) acknowledge(s) that Buyer(s) is aware that information relative to (1) government plans for
land use, roads, highways, parks, transportation, etc., and (2) rezoning is available for inspection at the County
Administration Building, Upper Marlboro, Maryland, at www.PGAtlas.com, and
http://www.pgplanningboard.org. Buyer(s) further acknowledges, and is strongly encouraged to take advantage
of his/her opportunity to examine the above referenced information and any other information pertaining to the
property that is relevant to Buyer prior to signing or entering into the contract of sale".
(b)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property located in this County, for which the Department of Public
Works and Transportation has recorded a covenant deferring future costs for street improvements for which the
purchaser may be liable, shall contain disclosure of this condition by the seller (owner).
(c)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property located in this County, for which the seller does not hold
record title or a Land Records receipt for recording at the time the contract is signed, shall be accompanied by
the following notice, on a separate sheet no smaller than the largest contract page:
94/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

NOTICE TO PURCHASERS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Seller of the Property in this Contract Does Not Presently Hold Title to the
Property, in the Land Records of Prince George's County.
COUNTY LAW REQUIRES THE SELLER to Inform the Purchaser, to Inform the Purchaser, at the Time the
Contract is Signed, that the Seller Does Not Presently Hold Title to the Property.

This notice shall be signed and dated by purchaser and seller at the time the contract is signed, and copies
shall be retained by purchaser and seller as part of the contract. Any person who violates requirements in this
Subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalties provided in Subtitle 1.
(d)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property that is located within one (1) mile of a general aviation
airport, as defined in Subtitle 27 of the County Code, shall include, as an attachment to the contract of sale, a
General Aviation Airport Environment Disclosure Notice, in a form approved by the Planning Board. The
General Aviation Airport Environment Disclosure Notice shall be dated and signed by the purchaser(s) and the
seller(s). If the seller is represented by a real estate agent, the agent shall ensure that the Disclosure Notice is
provided to the purchaser, or purchaser's agent.
(e)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property located in this County which is subject to a Tree
Conservation Plan shall be accompanied by the following notice, on a separate sheet no smaller than the largest
contract page:
NOTICE TO PURCHASERS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Property in this Contract is subject to a Tree Conservation Plan that requires
the conservation and protection of the trees and other woody plants that comprise the woodland and restricts
the use of the property by the owner within the Tree Conservation Plan area. Failure of the owner of the
Property to protect the woodland in a Tree Conservation Area may result in a fine and an obligation to restore
the woodland or mitigate the damage to the woodland through the payment of money or other appropriate
means.
THE SELLER IS REQUIRED to inform the Purchaser at the time the Contract is signed, that the property is
subject to a Tree Conservation Plan and provide a copy of a plat of the property that depicts the area subject to
the Tree Conservation Plan.

This notice shall be signed and dated by purchaser and seller at the time the contract is signed, and copies shall
be retained by purchaser and seller as part of the contract. Any person who violates requirements in this
Subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalties provided in Subtitle 1.
A purchaser who does not receive the Notice to Purchaser on or before the date the contract of sale is entered
into may rescind the contract within five (5) days following receipt of the Notice to Purchaser.
(f)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property in this County that is located within a Special Taxing
District, as defined in Section 10-269 of the County Code, shall be accompanied by the following notice:
NOTICE TO PURCHASERS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Property in this Contract is subject to a Special Taxing District that may
require the payment and collection of additional taxes and fees. Failure of the owner of the Property to make
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payments in the Special Taxing District may subject them to penalties, fees, the placement of a lien and/or sale
of the Property.
COUNTY LAW REQUIRES THE SELLER to inform the Purchaser prior to the Contract being signed that the
property is subject to a Special Taxing District obligation.

This notice shall be provided by the seller before the execution of the contract of sale by the purchaser. This
notice, signed or initialed and dated by the purchaser and seller, shall be provided at the time the contract is
signed, and copies shall be retained by purchaser and seller as part of the contract. Any person who violates
requirements in this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the penalties provided in Subtitle 1.
A purchaser who does not receive the Notice to Purchasers on or before the date the contract of sale is entered
into may rescind the contract within five (5) days following receipt of the Notice to Purchasers.
(g)
Any contract for the sale of residential real property located in this County, for which there are deferred private
water and sewer assessments recorded by a covenant or declaration deferring costs for water and sewer
improvements (front foot benefit charge) for which the purchaser may be liable, shall contain disclosure of this
condition, including the amount of the annual assessment, the approximate number of years remaining on the
assessment, the name and address of the party most recently responsible for collection of the assessment, by the
seller (owner) at the time the contract is signed.
(h)
Any contract for sale of residential real property with a recorded scenic easement from the National Park Service
due to the location of the property in the Mount Vernon Historic Viewshed shall contain disclosure advising of
the existence of the easement.
(i)
The failure of a contract to comply with the requirements of Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), (g), and (h) shall
enable a party to the contract who is aggrieved by such failure to rescind the contract at any time prior to
settlement. The right of rescission provided by this Subsection is not an exclusive remedy, and any other right or
cause of action available to a party to the sales contract shall remain.
(j)
No contract for the sale of real property located in the County shall contain any statement in violation of
Sections 29-124 and 29-125.
(k)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, the jurisdiction of the Department of the Environment
shall not extend to this Subdivision except for the purpose of assisting in consumer education and information as
to the requirements of this Section.
(CB-27-1985; CB-20-1992; CB-107-1993; CB-18-1994; CB-32-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-15-2003; CB-45-2003;
CB-24-2005; CB-60-2005; CB-22-2006; CB-39-2007; CB-42-2010; CB-111-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-73-2017;
CB-99-2021)
DIVISION 9. - RESERVED.
Sec. 2-163. through Sec. 2-169. - Reserved.
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DIVISION 10. - COUNTY HEALTH SYSTEMS.
Sec. 2-170. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-171. - County Health Resource Councils.
(a)
There are hereby established the following County health resource advisory councils to plan, coordinate, assess,
evaluate, and make recommendations for the improvement of existing services and the development of new
programs and facilities in their respective designated areas of concern as hereinafter delineated:
(1)
The Mental Health Advisory Committee;
(2)
The Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council.
(CB-81-1976)
Sec. 2-172. - Mental Health Advisory Committee: Composition, Appointments, Terms of Office.
(a)
The Mental Health Advisory Committee for Prince George's County, hereinafter referred to as the "Advisory
Committee," is established pursuant to Section 10-308, et seq., Health-General Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, to serve as advocate for a comprehensive mental health system for persons of all ages and shall have
and exercise the powers, duties, and functions provided hereinafter.
(b)
The voting membership shall be representative of the County's major socioeconomic and ethnic groups and shall
consist of:
(1)
Seven (7) representatives to be selected from among the following groups or agencies:
(A)
The County Board of Education;
(B)
The County Department of Social Services;
(C)
The County Medical Society;
(D)
Mental health professionals who are not physicians;
(E)
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Member of the clergy;
(F)
The Prince George's County Bar Association;
(G)
The Mental Health Association of Prince George's County;
(H)
The Police Department;
(I)
The Sheriff's Department;
(J)
A local general hospital that contains an inpatient psychiatric unit;
(K)
A local agency working with the elderly;
(L)
The Department of Juvenile Services;
(M)
A local alcohol and drug abuse agency;
(N)
A local community rehabilitation or housing program; and
(O)
Members of the general public.
At least two members shall be appointed from (G) and (O), above.
(2)
At least seven (7), but no more than nine (9), individuals shall be selected from among the following groups or
organizations:
(A)
At least two (2) individuals who are currently receiving or who have in the past received mental health services;
(B)
Parents or other relatives of adults with mental disorders;
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(C)
Parents or other relatives of children or adolescents with emotional, behavioral, or mental disorders, the onset of
which occurred during childhood or adolescence.
(c)
The nonvoting ex-officio members shall be the following individuals or their designees:
(1)
The County Executive;
(2)
A Member of the County Council;
(3)
The County Health Officer;
(4)
The Director of the Mental Hygiene Administration, Southern Regional Office;
(5)
A representative from at least one of the State inpatient facilities that serves the County to be appointed by the
Director of the Mental Hygiene Administration;
(6)
The Director of the Directorate of Mental Health of the County Health Department;
(7)
The Director of the Core Service Agency.
(d)
The term of office of each voting member of the Advisory Committee shall be for three (3) years, commencing
on the first day of July of the year of an appointment. The terms of one-third of the members shall end each year.
Members who have served two (2) consecutive, full three-year terms shall not be eligible for reappointment for a
period of two (2) years following completion of such terms.
(CB-81-1976; CB-60-1979; CB-117-1989; CB-4-1992)
Sec. 2-173. - Same; Officers; Meetings; Bylaws; Subcommittees; Ex-Officio Members; Staff Support.
(a)
A chairperson and other officers shall be elected annually from among and by the membership of the Advisory
Committee. A member shall not serve as chairperson for more than two (2) consecutive years.
(b)
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The Advisory Committee shall meet in public session as frequently as required to perform its duties and exercise
its responsibilities at least six times per year at the times and places that the Advisory Committee determines.
The minutes of each meeting of the Advisory Committee shall be recorded and copies thereof shall be made
available at cost to any interested party upon request. Any member of the Advisory Committee who fails,
without an excused absence, to attend three (3) consecutive meetings of the Advisory Committee, or six (6) or
more of the meetings of the Advisory Committee in any given calendar year, shall be considered to have
resigned from the Advisory Committee. Any member of the Advisory Committee may be removed by the
County Executive, pursuant to Section 507 of County Charter.
(c)
The Advisory Committee shall adopt bylaws governing the conduct of its meetings and other official duties and
activities.
(d)
The Advisory Committee may create internal subcommittees and solicit the assistance of additional participants
as needed.
(e)
The County Health Officer shall annually confer with the Advisory Committee in order to ascertain the need for
and provide such staff services to the Advisory Committee as are, in the Health Officer's judgement, essential to
insure that the Advisory Committee's work is facilitated. Upon establishment of a County Core Service Agency,
the Director of that agency shall assume the above duties.
(CB-81-1976; CB-116-1982; CB-4-1992)
Sec. 2-173.01. - Same; Duties and Responsibilities.
(a)
The Advisory Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:
(1)
To monitor, review, and evaluate the allocation and adequacy of publicly-funded mental health services for
County residents through means such as conducting or participating in site visits;
(2)
To determine the needs of the County mental health system, including quality of services, gaps in the system,
and interagency coordination;
(3)
To participate in the development of the local mental health plan and local mental health budget;
(4)
To prepare and disseminate an annual report to the following:
(A)
The Health Officer;
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(B)
The County Mental Health Director;
(C)
The County Executive and County Council;
(D)
The Director of the local Core Service Agency, if any;
(E)
The regional mental health director;
(F)
The Director of the Mental Hygiene Administration;
(G)
The Secretary of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; and
(H)
The Maryland Advisory Council on Mental Hygiene;
(5)
The annual report shall include the following:
(A)
A description of the progress of the County mental health system;
(B)
Recommendations on actions needed to improve the system;
(C)
Recommendations on priorities for allocation of funds; and
(D)
In accordance with those priorities and after consideration of financial resources, recommendations on
appropriate allocation of funds;
(6)
To review and comment on the annual Core Service Agency or County mental health plan and preliminary
budget, prior to submission of the budget to the State; and
(7)
To review and comment on the annual fiscal report.
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(CB-81-1976; CB-117-1989; CB-4-1992)
Sec. 2-173.02. - Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council; Establishment; Appointments; Membership.
(a)
There is hereby established a Prince George's County Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council,
hereinafter referred to as "EMSAC," to develop an emergency medical health systems plan for Prince George's
County; to promote cooperation among lay and professional health resources concerned with emergency health
care in Prince George's County; to advise all agencies concerned with health services of the County personnel,
services, and equipment used or required to be used for effective delivery of emergency health services.
(b)
Voting members of the EMSAC shall be appointed in conformity with County Charter provisions. Initial
appointments shall be made within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of the enactment of this
Division.
(c)
The voting membership of the EMSAC shall be so constituted so as to provide the following representation:
(1)
One (1) member representing the County Council;
(2)
One (1) member representing the County Executive;
(3)
One (1) member representing the County Department of Education;
(4)
One (1) member representing the County Medical Society;
(5)
One (1) licensed physician representing the emergency department of a County-operated hospital;
(6)
One (1) licensed physician representing the emergency department of a privately-operated hospital within the
County;
(7)
One (1) nurse representing the emergency department of a County-operated hospital;
(8)
One (1) nurse representing the emergency department of a privately-operated hospital within the County;
(9)
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One (1) member representing the County Police Department;
(10)
Two (2) members representing the County Fire Department, one (1) each concerned with the areas of operations
and training, respectively;
(11)
One (1) member representing the County Volunteer Fireman's Association;
(12)
One (1) member representing the County Volunteer Rescue Squad Association;
(13)
One (1) member representing the County Office of Emergency Preparedness;
(14)
One (1) member representing a news or mass media organization in the Washington Metropolitan Statistical
Area;
(15)
One (1) member representing the Prince George's County Chapter of the American Red Cross;
(16)
One (1) member representing the Heart Association of Prince George's County;
(17)
One (1) member representing the County Bar Association;
(18)
One (1) member representing the administrative staff of a County-operated hospital;
(19)
One (1) member representing the administrative staff of a privately-operated hospital within the County;
(20)
One (1) member representing the County Health Officer;
(21)
One (1) member representing the Director of the County Department of Hospitals and Health Services; and
(22)
At least three (3) members representing citizens of the County who are consumers rather than providers of
emergency medical services.
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(d)
In addition to the voting members, the ex officio, nonvoting member of the EMSAC shall be a representative of
the Maryland Division of Emergency Medical Services for Region 5. Said ex officio member shall not require
appointment and confirmation pursuant to Section 322 of County Charter, but shall serve at the pleasure of the
appointing body.
(CB-81-1976; CB-117-1989)
Sec. 2-173.03. - Same; Terms of Office; Officers; Bylaws; Subcommittees; Staff Support.
(a)
The terms of office of each voting member of EMSAC shall be for three (3) years, commencing on the first day
of July of the year of an appointment; except, that of the members initially appointed to EMSAC, one-third (1/3)
shall be appointed for a period of one (1) year, one-third (1/3) shall be appointed for a period of two (2) years,
and one-third (1/3) shall be appointed for a period of three (3) years.
(b)
The officers of EMSAC shall be elected annually from among and by its voting membership.
(c)
EMSAC shall meet in public session on call by the Chairman, but not less than once each quarter. The minutes
of each meeting shall be recorded and copies thereof be made available to any interested party upon request at
cost. Any member who fails, without an excused absence, to attend three (3) consecutive meetings of EMSAC,
or six (6) or more meetings in any given calendar year, shall be considered to have resigned from EMSAC. Any
member may be removed by the County Executive, pursuant to Section 507 of County Charter.
(d)
EMSAC shall adopt bylaws governing the conduct of its meetings and other official duties and activities.
(e)
EMSAC may create internal subcommittees and solicit the assistance of additional participants as needed.
(f)
EMSAC shall receive technical assistance and full-time, professional staff support on a regular and timely basis
from the Director of the County Department of Hospitals and Health Services.
(CB-81-1976; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-173.04. - Same; Duties and Responsibilities.
(a)
EMSAC shall assist the Director of the County Department of Hospitals and Health Services in the preparation
of, and in the revision of, on an annual basis thereafter, an emergency medical health systems plan for the
County.
(b)
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EMSAC shall annually prepare a report on the progress of the County's health program in the area of emergency
medical services and care and shall include therein recommendations for program improvements. Each such
report shall be distributed to the County Executive and the County Council.
(c)
EMSAC shall make recommendations to the County Executive and the County Council for the appropriate
allocation of funds associated with emergency medical services and programs in accordance with the priorities
set forth in the County's current emergency medical health systems plan, as prepared under Subsection (a),
above, and in consideration of available financial resources.
(d)
EMSAC shall promote cooperation with the Maryland Division of Emergency Medical Services for Region 5
and with other similar organizations functioning within the Washington Metropolitan Statistical Area.
(CB-81-1976; CB-117-1989)
Sec. 2-173.05. - Nursing Home Advisory Committee; Creation; Composition.
There is hereby established the Nursing Home Advisory Committee (NHAC) which shall consist of nine (9)
members appointed for three (3) year terms or until their successors are confirmed. All terms shall commence on
July 1 and terminate on June 30. No member shall serve more than two (2) full consecutive terms. Each member
shall be a resident of Prince George's County, Maryland. Members of the NHAC shall serve without
compensation. One (1) of said members shall be a representative of the Prince George's County Department of
Health; one (1) of said members shall be a representative of the Prince George's County Department of Services
and Programs for the Aging; one (1) of said members shall be a representative of the Prince George's County
Medical Society; one (1) of said members shall be the owner and/or administrator of a nursing home located in
Prince George's County; five (5) of said members shall be of the Public at large, provided that three (3) of the
five (5) shall be representatives of the senior citizen population within Prince George's County. For the purpose
of the foregoing, the term "senior citizen" shall mean any person fifty-five (55) years of age or older. For the first
nine (9) members appointed to the NHAC, two (2) public members and the Medical Society member shall be
appointed for one (1) year terms; one (1) public member, the Department of Services and Programs for the
Aging member and the nursing home owner and/or administrator member shall be appointed for two (2) year
terms; and two (2) public members and the Health Department member shall be appointed for three (3) year
terms. The members of the NHAC shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County
Council pursuant to Section 322 of the Charter. Every appointment shall specify the term or remaining portion
thereof for which the appointment is made. Any member of the NHAC may be removed by the County
Executive pursuant to Section 507 of the County Charter.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 2-173.06. - Same; Officers; Meetings; Bylaws; Subcommittee; Staff Support.
The officers of the NHAC shall be elected annually from among and by the membership of the Advisory
Committee. The chairmanship of the NHAC shall not be held by the same person for more than two (2)
consecutive years. The NHAC shall adopt Bylaws governing the conduct of its meetings and other activities.
The NHAC may create internal subcommittees and solicit the assistance of additional participants as needed.
The Prince George's County Department of Health shall provide staff assistance as needed by the NHAC.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 2-173.07. - Same; Duties and Responsibilities.
(a)
105/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The NHAC shall assist the County Council sitting as the Board of Health and the County Health Officer in the
following ways:
(1)
To review and make recommendations on nursing home policies and programs as they relate to the licensing and
regulation of nursing homes in Prince George's County; and,
(2)
To meet with members of the nursing home industry in Prince George's County to discuss matters of mutual
concern and to advise County Council sitting as the Board of Health and the County Health Officer as to the
need for legislation pertaining to nursing home policies and regulations.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 2-173.08. - Substance Abuse Advisory Council; created; membership.
(a)
There is hereby established the Substance Abuse Advisory Council. The Council shall be appointed by the
Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Council, pursuant to Section 322 of the Charter.
(b)
The Substance Abuse Advisory Council shall consist of the following voting members:
(1)
One (1) member representing the County Executive and one (1) member representing the County Council;
(2)
One (1) member representing the Board of Education;
(3)
One (1) member representing the Department of Social Services;
(4)
One (1) member from the Prince George's County Medical Society representing practicing physicians;
(5)
One (1) member representing the clergy;
(6)
One (1) member representing the legal profession;
(7)
Two (2) members employed in local alcoholism and drug abuse treatment programs;
(8)
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One (1) member representing the nursing profession;
(9)
One (1) member representing the County Mental Health Association;
(10)
One (1) member representing the Southern Maryland Health Systems Agency;
(11)
One (1) member representing veterans' concerns; and
(12)
At least nineteen (19) members representing the community as a whole, ten (10) of whom shall be of high
school age.
The term of office of each voting member of the Substance Abuse Advisory Council, except the student
members, shall be for three (3) years, commencing on the first day of July of the year of appointment.
Appointments shall be staggered so that one-third (1/3) expire each year, exclusive of student members. The
student members shall be appointed for terms of one (1) year. Members who serve two (2) consecutive full terms
are not eligible for reappointment for three (3) years following completion of their terms.
(c)
The County Health Officer and the Drug Policy Coordinator shall be ex officio members of the Substance Abuse
Advisory Council. Additional County department heads and employees may be designated as ex officio
members of the Substance Abuse Advisory Council by Executive Order.
(d)
Officers shall be elected annually by the voting members. A member may not be Chairman for more than two
(2) consecutive years.
(CB-127-1978; CB-139-1983; CB-18-1989)
Sec. 2-173.09. - Organization; subcommittees; duties.
(a)
The Substance Abuse Advisory Council shall have five (5) standing subcommittees and a nine (9) member
policy board. The policy board shall be composed of the Chairman of each of the five (5) subcommittees and
four (4) citizen members of the Substance Abuse Advisory Council. Each subcommittee shall be comprised of a
minimum of five (5) members of the Substance Abuse Advisory Council, at least two (2) of whom shall be
citizen members and two (2) of whom shall be student members.
(b)
The duties of the Substance Abuse Advisory Council Policy Board are as follows:
(1)
Periodically review, with the advice and assistance of the State Advisory Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
available services and facilities and determine local substance abuse program needs;
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(2)
Advise and report annually to the County Health Officer, the County Executive, and the County Council, and
through the Drug Policy Coordinator to the Directors of the State Alcoholism Control Administration and the
Drug Abuse Administration on the progress of the local substance abuse control program and the actions needed
for further improvements;
(3)
Make recommendations for appropriate allocations of funds in accordance with agreed-upon priorities and
consideration of financial resources;
(4)
Assist the Drug Policy Coordinator in the development of the annual alcoholism and drug abuse plan;
(5)
Review and comment on all local new and renewal State grant applications;
(6)
Review and comment on all local federal grant applications for alcoholism and drug abuse programs;
(7)
Provide input to the State Advisory Council on Alcoholism Control;
(8)
Act as a local advocate for alcoholism and drug abuse programming;
(9)
Participate in program evaluation;
(10)
Review of the State alcoholism plan and drug abuse plan.
(c)
The five (5) advisory subcommittees shall have the following duties and purposes:
(1)
The Business and Labor Advisory Subcommittee shall identify and make recommendations concerning work
place policies and the role that businesses can play in the County's plan to eliminate substance abuse.
(2)
The Education Advisory Subcommittee shall identify and make recommendations concerning effective methods
to teach substance abuse awareness.
(3)
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The Community Involvement Advisory Subcommittee shall identify and coordinate the efforts of service clubs;
recreation and community groups; religious institutions; and civic, tenant, and condo organizations that are
designed to create a substance-free environment.
(4)
The Law Enforcement Advisory Subcommittee shall provide policy recommendations and coordinate the efforts
of the County's public safety agencies in efforts to fight substance abuse.
(5)
The Medical Treatment Advisory Subcommittee shall identify and make recommendations concerning Countywide needs for providing drug treatment and prevention programs.
(CB-127-1978; CB-18-1989)
DIVISION 11. - HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL TRUST.
Sec. 2-174. - Trust created; purpose.
The Prince George's County Historical and Cultural Trust is created for the purpose of preserving and
maintaining historical, aesthetic and cultural properties, buildings, fixtures, furnishings, and appurtenances
pertaining in any way to Prince George's County from earliest times, to encourage others to do so and to
promote interest in and study of such matters.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-175. - Charitable nature; corporate existence.
The purpose of the Trust is declared to be of general benefit to the citizens of the County and charitable in
nature. The Trust shall be a body corporate and shall have perpetual existence, subject to modifications by the
General Assembly of the State of Maryland if the same is necessary to effectuate the purpose of the Trust and
subject to termination by the General Assembly when and if its substantial purpose ceases.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-176. - Trustees; appointment; terms.
(a)
The powers and duties of the trustees shall be vested in and exercised by a body of fifteen (15) trustees. One (1)
member of the Board shall be a member of the Maryland House of Delegates. As the terms of the appointed
trustees expire, the County Executive shall appoint their successors for a term of four (4) years.
(b)
In the event that a trustee for any reason fails to serve or to complete any appointment or elected term, the
successor shall be appointed by the Executive.
(c)
The selection of trustees shall be such as to obtain a geographical distribution of trustees throughout the County
in so far as practicable and consistent with the purpose of the trust.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1; Laws 1968, ch. 687, Sec. 1; CB-43-1984)
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Sec. 2-177. - Compensation of trustees.
The Trustees shall serve without compensation.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-178. - Powers and duties; report.
(a)
The Trustees shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
Acquire, preserve and maintain historic, aesthetic and cultural properties, buildings, fixtures, furnishings and
appurtenances pertaining in any way to the County from earliest times, to encourage others to do so and to
promote interest in and study of such matters.
(2)
Acquire and hold real and personal property of historic, aesthetic or cultural significance, by gift, purchase,
devise, bequest, or by any other means and to preserve and administer such properties; to charge reasonable
admission fees to such properties and to determine which of such properties are deserving of County financial
aid. In the acquisition of such properties, to acquire property adjacent thereto deemed necessary for the proper
use and administration of historic, aesthetic or cultural property.
(3)
Accept gifts, legacies, bequests and endowments for any purpose which falls within that of the Trust and unless
otherwise specified by the person making such gift, legacy, bequest, and endowment the Trustees may expend
both principal and income of any such gift, bequest, legacy, or endowment of money in furtherance of the Trust
or invest the same in whole or in part in general obligations of the County or the State.
(4)
Apply all monies, assets, property or other things of value it may receive as an incident to its operation to the
general purpose of the Trust.
(5)
Cooperate with and assist, insofar as practicable, the Maryland Historical Trust or any agency of the State or any
of its political subdivisions, and any private agency or person in furtherance of the purpose of the Trust.
(6)
Take any action necessary and proper to effectuate the powers expressly conferred by this Division.
(7)
Adopt, subject to the terms of this Division, such rules as are necessary and proper for the regulation of their
own government or to effectuate the purpose of the Trust.
(8)
Delegate any of the powers conferred in this Division to any one (1) or more of the Trustees or to the Director of
the Trust.
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(b)
The Trustees shall report annually to the Council their activities during the preceding year together with any
recommendations or requests they deem appropriate to further the purpose of the Trust.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-179. - Chairman of Trustees; Director; meetings; quorum.
(a)
The Trustees shall elect one (1) of their number to serve as chairman. The Trustees shall meet at places and dates
to be determined by the Trustees not less than two (2) times a year. The Director shall serve as secretary to the
Board of Trustees.
(b)
Special meetings shall be called by the Director upon order of the Chairman on the Chairman's own initiative
and shall be called by the Director at the request of three (3) or more Trustees. All Trustees shall be notified by
the Director in writing of the time and place of all meetings at least seven (7) days in advance of such meeting,
except that meetings may be held on shorter notice if all Trustees shall agree.
(c)
Four (4) trustees shall constitute a quorum. In the event that any time there is no Director of the Trust, his duties
and powers shall devolve upon the Chairman.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1; Laws 1968, ch. 687, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-180. - Director of Trust; staff.
(a)
The Trustees may appoint from without their number a Director of the Trust, to direct and administer the
activities of the Trust subject to the direction and control of the Trustees.
(b)
The Director shall be considered an employee of the Trust and not of the County and shall serve at such salary
and may employ other persons at such salaries as are determined by the Trustees. The Trustees may remove the
Director and any other personnel at their will.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-181. - Legal assistance.
The Trustees may request, and upon request, shall receive from the Office of Law all legal counsel and services
necessary to carry out the purpose of the Trust.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-182. - Acceptance of money or property from County.
(a)
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The Trust is authorized to receive and the County is authorized to pay over and transfer to the Trust from time to
time, subject to the limitations of Subsection (b) of this Section, monies or property to carry out the purpose of
the Trust, provided that property transferred by the County to the Trust or purchased with funds paid by the
County to the Trust and designated for such purchase may not be absolutely disposed of by the Trust without the
approval of the Council.
(b)
The Council may appropriate from time to time such sums as the Council may determine to be necessary for the
purposes of the Trust.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-183. - Disposition of property.
Subject to the terms of Section 2-184, the Trust is authorized to sell, convey, assign, lease, or otherwise transfer
or dispose of any property held by it and enter into any contracts incident thereto, including but not limited to the
authority to lease properties for residential or commercial use, for such term and upon such conditions as the
Trustees deem appropriate. Any leases made by the Trust shall be in immediate furtherance of the purpose of the
Trust and not merely for investment purposes. Notwithstanding anything provided by law to the contrary, no
lease made by the Trust shall be subject to redemption at the option of the tenant, unless expressly so provided
therein.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-184. - Authority of other agencies.
Nothing contained in this Division shall be construed to limit the power or activity of any agency of this State or
any subdivision thereof or any private agency or person interested in antiquities or history of the County from
earliest times.
(Laws 1966, ch. 631, Sec. 1)
DIVISION 12. - OFFICE OF HUMAN RIGHTS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 2-185. - Office of Human Rights; purpose.
(a)
It shall be a function of the County government to foster and encourage the growth and development of the
County in such a manner that all persons shall have an equal opportunity to pursue their lives free of
discrimination imposed because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age, occupation, marital status,
political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or gender identity.
Discriminatory practices based upon the foregoing criteria are declared to be contrary to the public policy of the
County.
(b)
The County government shall direct its efforts and resources toward eliminating discriminatory practices within
the County in the areas of housing and residential real estate, employment, law enforcement, education, public
accommodations, and commercial real estate where such practices may be found to exist.
(c)

112/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

It is intended that the prohibitions in this Division are substantially similar, but not necessarily identical, to
prohibitions in Federal and State law. The intent is to assure that a complaint filed under this Division may
proceed more promptly than possible under either Federal or State law. It is not County policy, however, to
create a duplicative or cumulative process to those existing under similar or identical Federal or State laws. Once
a complaint is fully adjudicated under a similar or identical Federal or State law, the complaint should not be
reprocessed under this Division if the effect is duplicative or cumulative.
(CB-1-1972; CB-48-1976; CB-30-1990; CB-23-1991; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-186. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Act shall mean the law established hereunder, and any subsequent legislative act or executive order which
lawfully assigns a responsibility to the Office of Human Rights (hereinafter "Agency") to eliminate
discrimination or the denial of civil rights.
(2)
Aggrieved Person shall mean any person who:
(A)
Claims to have been injured by discrimination as defined in Section 2-186(a)(5) of this Subtitle; or
(B)
Believes that such person will be injured by discrimination that is about to occur.
(3)
Complainant shall mean the person alleging a violation under this Division.
(4)
Covered multifamily dwelling shall mean buildings consisting of 4 or more units if such buildings have one or
more elevators and ground floor units in other buildings consisting of 4 or more units.
(5)
Disability shall mean a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more of a person's major
life activities, a record of having such an impairment, or being regarded as having such an impairment.
(6)
Discrimination shall mean acting, or failing to act, or unduly delaying any action regarding any person because
of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal law), occupation, familial
status, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, or gender identity, in
such a way that such person is adversely affected in the areas of housing and residential real estate, employment,
law enforcement, education, public accommodations, or commercial real estate.
(7)
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Dwelling shall mean any building or structure, or portion thereof which is occupied as, designed, intended, or
arranged for use or occupancy as a home, residence, or sleeping place of one (1) or more individuals.
(8)
Employer shall mean any person engaged in legal industry affecting commerce, who has hired or contracted for
the services of one (1) or more employees, or an agent of such person. Employer includes the Prince George's
County Government.
(9)
Employment agency shall mean any person regularly undertaking with or without compensation to procure
employees for an employer or to procure for employees opportunities to work for an employer and includes an
agent of such a person, but shall not include any agency of the Federal or State governments.
(10)
Executive Director shall mean a person appointed by the County Executive to supervise the Agency and advise
and assist the Human Rights Commission in its functions, and who shall serve at the pleasure of the County
Executive.
(11)
Familial status shall mean one or more individuals, who have not attained the age of eighteen (18) years, being
domiciled with a parent or another person having legal custody of such individual or individuals; or the designee
of such parent or other person having such custody, with the written permission of such parent or other person.
The protections afforded against discrimination on the basis of familial status shall be extended to any person
who is pregnant or is in the process of securing legal custody of any individual who has not attained the age of
18 years.
(12)
Gender Identity shall mean an individual's actual or perceived gender, including a person's gender-related
appearance, expression, image, identity, or behavior and whether or not those gender-related characteristics
differ from the characteristics customarily associated with the person's assigned sex at birth.
(13)
Housing shall mean any dwelling for the use of one (1) or more individuals, groups or families, any mobile
home site, and any land offered for sale, sublease, or lease for the construction of such dwelling, building,
structure, or mobile home site.
(14)
Informal hearing shall mean any inquiry, forum, investigation, or meeting at which compulsory processes are not
invoked and a record is not prepared for the purpose of providing the basis of the Commission's compulsory
processes. Informal hearings are not required to be open to public or press.
(15)
Labor organization shall mean a person or organization which exists for the purpose, in whole or in part, of
dealing with employers concerning grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay, hours, or other terms or
conditions of employment, and any conference, general committee, joint or system board, or joint council so
engaged which is subordinate to a national or international labor organization.
(16)
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Lending Institution shall mean any bank, insurance company, savings and loan association, or any other person
or organization regularly engaged in the business of lending money or guaranteeing loans within the County.
(17)
Mediation shall mean the attempted resolution of issues raised by a complaint through informal negotiations
involving the complainant and respondent.
(18)
Occupation shall keep its common meaning. In addition, under this Division it shall mean a principal lawful
activity. Persons to be protected include, but are not limited to students, recipients of government assistance,
retired persons, or persons with disabilities as defined in this Division, and any persons irrespective of income,
who are denied the equal protection of the laws.
(19)
Office of Human Rights staff shall be referred to as "the Agency"; the Commissioners of the Office of Human
Rights, as defined by Section 2-187(a) shall be referred to as "the Commission" or "Human Rights
Commission."
(20)
Person shall include one (1) or more individuals, labor unions, partnerships, associations, corporations, legal
representatives, mutual companies, joint stock companies, trusts, unincorporated organizations, trustees, trustees
in bankruptcy, agents, or receivers.
(21)
Personal appearance shall mean the outward appearance of any person irrespective of sex, with regard to bodily
condition or characteristics, manner or style of dress, and manner or style of personal grooming, including, but
not limited to hair style or beards. It shall not relate, however, to the requirement of cleanliness, uniforms, or
prescribed attire when uniformly applied for admittance to a public accommodation or a class of employees for a
customary or reasonable business.
(22)
Place of public accommodation shall include, but not be limited to, any wholesale or retail store, inn, hotel,
motel, or other establishment which provides lodging to transient persons; or any restaurant, cafeteria, lunch
room, lunch counter, soda fountain, or other facility at which food or alcoholic beverages are sold for
consumption on the premises; or any gasoline station, motion picture house, theatre, concert hall, sports arena,
stadium, or place of exhibition or entertainment.
(23)
Political opinion shall mean the opinions of persons relating to government, or the conduct of government; or
related to political parties authorized to participate in elections in the State.
(24)
Residential real estate-related transaction shall mean any of the following:
(a)
The making or purchasing of loans or providing other financial assistance—
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(i)
for purchasing, constructing, improving, repairing, or maintaining a dwelling; or
(ii)
secured by residential real estate.
(25)
Respondent shall mean the person or other entity accused in a complaint of a violation under this Division.
(26)
Sexual Orientation shall include, but is not limited to, the preference or practice of an individual as to
homosexuality, heterosexuality, or bisexuality, or being regarded or identified as having such a preference.
(27)
Solicit shall mean to request, invite, or induce, for monetary gain, by the following means:
(A)
Going in or upon the property of the person to be solicited except when invited by such person;
(B)
Contacting the person to be solicited by any means, to include but not limited to, telephone, text, social media,
or messenger service, except when requested by such person;
(C)
Distributing handbills, circulars, or other advertising matter on private property or private vehicles, except as
requested by owners of such property or vehicles.
Solicitation does not include advertising in bona fide newspapers, magazines, radio, television, internet sites, or
telephone directories.
(28)
Source of income means any lawful verifiable source of money paid directly or indirectly to a renter or a buyer
of a housing unit, including:
(A)
Income received through any lawful profession or occupation, including but not limited to, bank statement,
official government issued letters, pay stub or letter from an employer;
(B)
Federal, state, or local government assistance including housing vouchers, medical assistance subsidies, rental
assistance, and rent supplements as issued under the United States Housing Act of 1937;
(C)
Any inheritance, pension, annuity, alimony, child support, trust, or investment accounts;
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(D)
Any gift verified by a letter or other means but, unless it is recurring throughout a tenancy, the gift may support
one-time expenses only, such as a security deposit or pet fee; and
(E)
Any sale or pledge of property if the sale or pledge will result in proceeds inuring to the recipient's benefit
within sixty days of the application to rent a housing unit, purchase a housing unit, or purchase an interest in a
housing unit.
(29)
Wrongful practice shall mean an act for which the Commission shall have the power to issue Cease and Desist
Orders and enforce through the Court. It shall not constitute a misdemeanor or a prohibited act as defined by
Section 1-123 of this Code.
(CB-1-1972; CB-48-1976; CB-129-1976; CB-30-1990; CB-23-1991; CB-48-1992; CB-38-2019; CB-12-2021;
CB-97-2021)
SUBDIVISION 2. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
Sec. 2-187. - Composition of the Human Rights Commission; terms.
(a)
There is created a body of Commissioners of the Office of Human Rights composed of thirteen (13) members.
The members shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the Council pursuant to the
provisions of Section 322 of the Charter. Such members shall be broadly representative of the citizens of the
County.
(b)
Of the initial members of the Human Rights Commission: four (4) members shall be appointed for terms to
expire one (1) year after the effective date of this Act; four (4) members shall be appointed for two (2) years
from the effective date of this Act; and five (5) members shall be appointed for three (3) years from the effective
date of this Act. The County Executive shall designate one (1) member of the Commission to serve as
Chairperson, subject to confirmation by the Council. Thereafter, the term of office for each member shall be
three (3) years. A member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which
one's predecessor was appointed shall be appointed in the same manner as prescribed in Section 2-187(a) and
shall serve for the remainder of such term.
(CB-1-1972; CB-77-1974; CB-56-1978; CB-60-1979; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-188. - Rules and regulations; meetings.
The Commission shall adopt and publish its own rules and regulations, subject to the approval of the County
Executive. The Commission shall meet at least once each month.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-189. - Hearing Panels; subcommittees.
(a)
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The Commission may establish special Hearing Panels consisting of at least three (3) members in Housing and
Residential Real Estate, Employment, Law Enforcement, Education, Commercial Real Estate, and/or other areas
as it deems necessary, operating under such rules as the Commission shall devise.
(b)
Pursuant to the rules of the Commission, the Chairperson may also designate special subcommittees or may
direct the Agency to make studies, inquiries, or investigations into particular matters which are within the
jurisdiction of the Human Rights Commission.
(CB-1-1972; CB-30-1990; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-190. - Executive Director; budget.
(a)
The County Executive shall appoint an Executive Director. S/he shall supervise the operations of the Agency
and shall perform such other duties as are prescribed by the Commission.
(b)
The proposed budget of the Office of Human Rights shall be submitted to the County Executive in accordance
with County budget procedures. Subject to the provisions of Article VIII of the Charter, it is authorized to
expend funds derived from private grants, the State or the United States to carry out its functions and activities,
and to cooperate with any agency of the State or the United States in carrying out its functions and activities.
(CB-1-1972; CB-47-2011; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-191. - Agency reports; contents.
(a)
The Agency shall make an annual report to the County Executive and the Council on or before October 1 of
each year, outlining its activities during the preceding fiscal year. The report shall include statistics indicating the
number and type of complaints filed and the disposition of complaints. The report shall include data on race and
ethnic characteristics of those who have filed a complaint under housing and residential real estate. The report
shall also include affirmative action or programs undertaken during the year for the betterment of human
relations and any other matters relevant to the authorized activities of the Agency, including recommendations
for legislative or administrative action to further the purposes and policies established by this Division. The
report shall be made public by the County Executive.
(b)
The Agency may be required by the County Executive or the Council to make such interim reports, including
reports of investigations, as they may request.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-192. - Functions of the Office of Human Rights.
(a)
The functions of the Agency shall be to:
(1)
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Eliminate discrimination as defined in Section 2-186 and wrongful practices as defined in Section 2-186.
(2)
Eliminate infringements of the civil and human rights or civil liberties of all persons in the County.
(3)
Investigate and, whenever necessary, certify for public hearings any matter assigned by Executive Order and/or
Council Resolution relating to human rights.
(4)
Investigate, and whenever necessary, certify for public hearings any matter wherein an allegation has been made
that a person has been denied his or her civil or human rights, civil liberties, or has been adversely affected in the
areas of housing and residential real estate, employment, law enforcement, education, public accommodations,
or commercial real estate.
(b)
The functions of the Commission shall be to:
(1)
Eliminate discrimination as defined in Section 2-186 and wrongful practices as defined in Section 2-186.
(2)
Eliminate infringements of the civil and human rights or civil liberties of all persons in the County.
(3)
Whenever necessary, hold public hearings on any matter certified by the Agency to the Commission.
(4)
Initiate investigations by holding public hearings or initiate studies on any matter wherein an allegation has been
made that a person has been denied his or her civil or human rights, civil liberties, or has been adversely affected
in the areas of housing and residential real estate, employment, law enforcement, education, public
accommodations, or commercial real estate.
(CB-1-1972; CB-30-1990; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-193. - Powers and duties of the Office of Human Rights.
(a)
The Agency shall have authority and power to make such surveys and studies concerning human and civil rights,
conditions and problems as it may determine, and to promote in every way possible the betterment of human
relations. In making such studies and surveys, the Agency shall be authorized to expend any funds which may be
provided for in regular or supplementary appropriations. On the basis of such studies or surveys, the Agency
shall recommend to the County Executive and/or the Council additional legislation or changes in existing
legislation as may be deemed appropriate.
(b)
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Whenever any pattern and/or serious incident or incidents of discrimination arise, the Commission may
immediately hold an informal investigatory hearing. The purpose of the hearing shall be to resolve the problem
promptly by the gathering of all the facts from all available sources and to make such recommendations as may
be necessary.
(c)
The Agency shall, in writing, inform any person filing any charge or complaint of the disposition of his or her
complaint.
(d)
Whenever the Commission receives reliable information from any person and, after proper investigation,
determine that a violation of this Division has occurred, any member of the Commission shall have the authority,
upon a majority vote of the full body of the Commission, to initiate a complaint in the name of that
Commissioner.
(e)
If at any time after a complaint has been filed the Agency determines that appropriate civil action to preserve the
status quo or to prevent such irreparable harm is necessary, the Agency may transmit the matter to the County
Attorney for necessary action to preserve such status quo or to prevent such irreparable harm, including, but not
limited to, temporary restraining orders and preliminary injunction.
(CB-1-1972; CB-30-1990; CB-12-2021)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES.
Sec. 2-194. - Powers of Human Rights Commission.
(a)
In the administration and enforcement of the provisions of these several subdivisions, the Commission has
power to administer oaths and, upon majority vote of the full body of the Commission, to issue subpoenas for
persons or documents during investigations, to compel for the taking of interrogatories and depositions, and to
compel for a formal hearing the attendance for testimony of witnesses and the production of records and
documents relevant or necessary for proceedings under the particular subdivision.
(b)
Service of subpoena. Any such subpoena shall be served by:
(1)
Certified mail, return receipt requested (with service by certified mail being complete upon delivery and proof
being shown by the green return receipt card). Proof of service shall be filed with the Clerk of the Commission;
or
(2)
Personal service of process by:
(A)
A competent private person, eighteen (18) years of age or older, who is not a party to the action; or
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(B)
The sheriff or deputy sheriff of the political subdivision in which is located the residence of the person or the
main office of the firm, association, partnership or corporation against whom or which the subpoena is issued.
(c)
Enforcement of subpoena.
(1)
In case of failure to comply with a subpoena, the County, on behalf of the Commission, may apply to a court of
appropriate jurisdiction for an order requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of
records and documents, and/or the taking of interrogatories and depositions.
(2)
After notice to the person subpoenaed as a witness or directed to produce records and documents, and upon a
finding that the attendance and testimony of the witness or the production of the records and documents is
relevant or necessary for the proceedings of the Commission, the court may issue an order requiring the
attendance and testimony of the witness and the production of the records and documents. Any failure to obey
such an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.
(CB-1-1972; CB-86-1993; CB-11-2013; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-195. - Cease and desist orders; contents.
(a)
If, upon all the evidence, the Commission by a majority vote of the full body of Commissioners finds that the
respondent has engaged in any discriminatory action or wrongful practice within the scope of this Division, it
shall so state its findings. The Commission shall issue and cause to be served upon the respondent an order
requiring the respondent to cease and desist from the unlawful discriminatory action or prohibited practice and
to take such affirmative action as equity and justice may require and prospective relief as is necessary to
effectuate the purposes of the Division.
(b)
Such order must be reasonably related to the violation and may include a requirement of reimbursement of
actual expenses to the complainant arising out of the wrongful conduct of the respondent, and in employment
cases may include the awarding of back pay and reimbursement of actual expenses caused by wrongful conduct
of the respondent to a complainant employee.
(CB-1-1972; CB-129-1976; CB-30-1990; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-195.01. - Other Awards and Remedies.
(a)
In addition to the other awards and relief which are hereinafter provided, the Commission may, in accordance
with the standards of proof set forth in Section 2-195, also make the following monetary orders determined by
the Commission from the evidence of record as the actual damages, costs, or losses involved, or in such amounts
as may be specified below:
(1)
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Should the complainant's personal property be damaged, the complainant may be awarded damages not
exceeding any expenses actually incurred in repairing the damage or in replacing the property, if such
replacement is found by the Commission to be necessary.
(2)
If the complainant was required to incur travel expenses that would not have been incurred but for unlawful
discriminatory acts or practices of the respondent, the complainant may be awarded damages not exceeding such
expenses. The use of the complainant's automobile shall be compensated at the rate current at the time of the
violation for County employees' use of a private automobile for official business. Expenses shall not be awarded
to the extent that they have been reimbursed from another source.
(3)
Damages may also be awarded to compensate complainant for humiliation and embarrassment suffered in an
amount determined by the Commission to be appropriately and reasonably warranted considering all of the
circumstances, but in no event shall the amount be in excess of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).
(4)
In the event an award of damages is made, the respondent shall be ordered to pay to the complainant interest at
the legal rate on the loss of the use of any monies arising from the act of discrimination, from the date of the
Commission order.
(b)
In addition to other awards and relief set forth above, the Commission may impose a civil fine up to Ten
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), in accordance with the standards of proof set forth in Section 2-195, on a
respondent found to have violated any of the provisions of this Division. The Agency may also negotiate and
collect the payment of civil fines and assessments without holding a public hearing, as part of the conciliation
procedure set forth in Section 2-203. The terms of the negotiated conciliation agreement between the respondent
and the Executive Director, shall be included in a written consent agreement, and if approved by a majority vote
of the full body of Commissioners, shall be incorporated into an order of the Commission, as set forth in Section
2-203.
(CB-30-1990; CB-48-1992; CB-4-1998; CB-85-2014; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-196. - Order dismissing complaint.
If, upon all evidence, the Commission by majority vote of the full body of Commissioners finds that the
respondent has not engaged in any such alleged discriminatory act within the scope of this Division, it shall state
its findings of fact and shall similarly issue and file an order dismissing the complaint.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-197. - Enforcement of orders by Court; appeals.
(a)
A determination made by the Commission of a violation of this Division shall be a conclusive finding.
(b)
If any complainant or respondent refuses to comply with an order of the Commission made within the scope of
this Division, the County, on behalf of the Human Rights Commission, may initiate a suit in equity in the Circuit
Court to enforce compliance with any of the provisions of this Division.
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(c)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision by the Commission is entitled to file an appeal pursuant to Chapter 200,
Title 7, Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-1-1972; CB-44-1984; CB-48-1992; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-198. - False complaints prohibited; exception.
(a)
Any person, including one who is acting for or on behalf of any firm, association, or corporation, who
knowingly files a false complaint under this Act is guilty of a misdemeanor. The Agency will refer any such
matter to the State's Attorney of Prince George's County.
(b)
This Section shall not be construed or applied to deny the right of a respondent to bring any civil action against
one who has filed a complaint under this Division.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-199. - Falsification of documents; intimidation.
(a)
No person shall willfully falsify any documents, records, and/or reports which are subpoenaed pursuant to this
Division.
(b)
No person shall willfully falsify his or her testimony or intimidate any witness and/or complainant and/or
respondent.
(c)
Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
thereof, shall be fined no more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisoned for not more than six
(6) months.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-200. - Nonexclusive remedy.
The provisions of this Division shall be construed as vesting in all persons the right to be free of any practices
within the County which are prohibited in this Division. Any person who is aggrieved by any act prohibited in
this Division may bring an appropriate action in law or equity in the Circuit Court to seek damages, redress of
injury, or injunctive relief arising out of any such prohibited act, in addition to pursuing the procedures and
seeking the remedies established in this Division.
(CB-1-1972)
SUBDIVISION 4. - INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURES.
Sec. 2-201. - Initiation of investigation.
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Except in cases of discrimination in housing and residential real estate and harassment against an employer, an
Agency investigation into a suspected violation by any person of the provisions of this Division may be initiated
no later than one hundred eighty (180) days after the date of the alleged violation by filing with the Executive
Director, upon a form to be provided by the Agency, a signed statement setting forth the suspected violation. In
cases of discrimination in housing: within ten (10) days the Agency shall serve the respondent a notice
identifying the alleged discriminatory housing practice and advising such respondent of the procedural rights
and obligations; the respondent may file, not later than ten (10) days after receipt of notice from the Agency, an
answer to such complaint; and the investigation shall be initiated before the end of the thirtieth (30th) day after
the receipt of the statement setting forth the alleged discriminatory housing practice that has occurred or that the
complainant believes is about to occur. A statement alleging discriminatory housing practices must be filed no
later than one year after the date of the alleged violation. A statement alleging harassment against an employer
shall be filed no later than two (2) years after the date of the alleged violation. In all cases, the statement shall
contain the name and address of the complainant and the respondent and such other information as may be
required by the Agency. In cases alleging discriminatory housing practices, the Agency shall complete the
investigation within one hundred (100) days after receipt of the complaint, unless it is impracticable to do so.
Should the Agency be unable to complete the investigation within one hundred (100) days, it shall notify the
complainant and respondent in writing of the reasons for not doing so. The Agency shall make final
administrative disposition of a complaint within one (1) year of the date of receipt of a complaint, unless it is
impracticable to do so. In such case, the Agency must notify the complainant and respondent in writing of its
reasons.
(CB-1-1972; CB-129-1976; CB-30-1990; CB-48-1992; CB-12-2021; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-202. - Investigation of complaint; dismissal.
(a)
The Agency shall promptly investigate each charge filed with it, which may include a mutual settlement
agreement through mediation. If, after the investigation of the charge, the Executive Director, based on a
preponderance of evidence, determines that no violation of this Division has occurred, the Director may dismiss
the charge. Any complainant adversely affected by the dismissal may appeal administratively to the
Commission, no later than fifteen (15) days after the date of dismissal by the Executive Director, who may take
such action as s/he deems appropriate.
(b)
In cases alleging discrimination in housing, at the end of each investigation, the Executive Director shall prepare
a final investigative report containing:
(1)
The names and dates of contacts with witnesses;
(2)
A summary and the dates of correspondence and other contacts with the complainant and the respondent;
(3)
A summary description of other pertinent records;
(4)
A summary of witness statements; and
(5)
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Answers to interrogatories.
(CB-1-1972; CB-129-1976; CB-12-2021; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-203. - Conciliation procedure.
(a)
If, after an investigation of the complaint, the Executive Director has reasonable cause to believe that a violation
of this Division has occurred, within twenty (20) days after the determination is made, the Executive Director
shall attempt to conciliate the matter. If the parties to the complaint have agreed to a resolution of the complaint
by way of conciliation, the terms of the resolution shall be set forth in a written consent agreement. The consent
agreement shall not constitute an admission of the violation of any law.
(b)
Any written consent agreement, if approved by a majority vote of the full body of Commissioners, shall be
incorporated into an order of the Commission. If either the respondent or the complainant fails to comply with
any obligation or requirement which forms part of any such order, the order shall be enforced in the same
manner as any other order of the Commission.
(c)
Except in cases alleging discrimination in housing, if the complainant refuses to accept an offer by the
respondent which, in the judgment of the Executive Director, is a reasonable, good faith offer, the Executive
Director may dismiss the complaint for failure to make a good faith conciliation attempt. Any complainant
adversely affected by the dismissal may, no later than fifteen (15) days after the date of dismissal, appeal to the
Commission, who shall either approve the dismissal or order a hearing on the merits.
(d)
In cases alleging discrimination in housing, the Executive Director shall advise the complainant of reasonable,
good faith conciliation attempts, but may not dismiss the complaint because of the complainant's failure to
accept a conciliation agreement.
(e)
In cases alleging discrimination in housing, any conciliation agreement shall be made public unless the
complainant and respondent otherwise agree, and the Executive Director determines that disclosure is not
required to further the purposes of this Division.
(f)
In cases alleging discrimination in housing, any conciliation agreement may provide for binding arbitration of
the dispute arising from the complaint. Any such arbitration that results from a conciliation agreement may
award appropriate relief, including monetary relief.
(CB-1-1972; CB-119-1979; CB-48-1992; CB-12-2021; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-203.1. - Election of Judicial Determination.
In cases alleging housing discrimination, when the Executive Director determines reasonable cause, a
complainant or a respondent may elect to have the asserted claims decided in a civil action under Subdivision 5
of this Division in lieu of a hearing. The election must be made not later than 20 days after the receipt of the
electing person of service or in the case of the Executive Director, not later than 20 days after such service. The
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person making such election shall give notice of doing so to the Executive Director and to all other complainants
and respondents to whom the charge relates.
(CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-203.2. - Commission Hearing in Absence of Election.
For purposes of cases alleging housing discrimination, if an election is not made under Section 2-203.1, the
Executive Director shall follow the procedure in Section 2-204 of this Division for a hearing on the record with
respect to the charge(s).
(CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-203.3. - Civil Action for Enforcement When Election is Made for Such Civil Action.
(a)
If an election is made under Section 2-203.1, the Executive Director shall authorize, and not later than 30 days
after the election is made, the Prince George's County Office of Law shall commence and maintain a civil action
on behalf of the aggrieved person in the Circuit Court seeking relief.
(b)
Any aggrieved person with respect to the issues to be determined in a civil action may intervene as of right in
that civil action.
(c)
In a civil action under this Section, if the court finds that a discriminatory housing practice has occurred or is
about to occur, the court may grant as relief any actual or punitive damages which a court could grant with
respect to such discriminatory housing practice in a civil action under Division 12 of the Prince George's County
Code, Title 20 Subtitle 7 of the Maryland Annotated Code, and the Federal Housing Act. Any relief so granted
that would accrue to an aggrieved person in a civil action commenced by that aggrieved person under Division
12 of the Prince George's County Code, Title 20 Subtitle 7 of the Maryland Annotated Code, and the Federal
Housing Act shall also accrue to that aggrieved person in a civil action under this Section. If monetary relief is
sought for the benefit of an aggrieved person who does not intervene in the civil action, the court shall not award
such relief if that aggrieved person has not complied with discovery orders entered by the court.
(d)
Attorney's Fees. In any administrative proceeding brought under this Section, or any court proceeding arising
therefrom, or any civil action under 42 U.S.C. 3612, the court, as the case may be in its discretion, may allow the
prevailing party, other than the Prince George's County government, a reasonable attorney's fee and costs.
(CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-203.4. - Conflict of Provisions.
Section 1-114 of the Prince George's County Code provides:
(a)
If any conflict exists between Subtitles, Divisions, Subdivisions, or Sections of this Code, the provisions of each
Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section shall prevail as to all matters and questions growing out of the subject
matter of that Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section.
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(b)
If clearly conflicting provisions are found in different Sections of the same Subtitle, the provisions of the Section
last enacted shall prevail unless the construction is inconsistent with the meaning of that Subtitle.
(c)
Where any conflict exists between a Subtitle, Division, Subdivision, or Section of this Code and any Subtitle or
Section of the Charter or State law, the latter shall prevail.
(CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-204. - Formal hearing; notice; assignment of case.
(a)
Formal hearings shall be convened in cases in which conciliation or mediation has failed. After the entry of a
finding to that effect or not later than ninety (90) days after the Executive Director determines a violation has
occurred, the complaint and any and all findings shall be certified to the Commission. The Chairperson shall
cause a written notice to be issued and served in the name of the Commission together with a copy of the
complaint, requiring the respondent to answer the charges of the complaint at a public hearing before the
Commission at such time and place as may be certified in the notice.
(b)
The Chairperson shall thereupon assign the case to be heard before either the full body of Commissioners or a
Panel of Commissioners as described in Section 2-189. A transcript of all testimony at the hearing shall be
made. The case in support of the complaint shall be presented at the hearing by the Executive Director. No
Commissioner who previously made or participated in the investigation or caused the complaint to be filed shall
participate in the hearing as a witness, nor shall s/he participate in the deliberations in such case.
(CB-1-1972; CB-30-1990; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-205. - Rights of respondent at hearing.
The respondent may file a written answer to the complaint and appear at the formal hearing in person, with or
without counsel. The respondent may submit testimony and shall be fully heard. S/he may examine and crossexamine witnesses and shall be entitled to the compulsory processes of the Commission upon timely request and
a concurrence of a majority of the Commission.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-206. - Amendment of complaint.
The Commission may permit reasonable amendment to be made to any complaint or answer. Testimony taken at
the formal hearing shall be under oath and recorded.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-207. - Notice to State's Attorney; stay of proceedings.
(a)
In any case under investigation by the Agency or Commission law Article 27 and Titles 11 through 27, Criminal
Law Article, Transportation Article, and Annotated Code of Maryland, where the complaint to the Agency or
Commission alleges facts that would constitute such criminal offense; or where the Agency or Commission shall
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reveal facts that would constitute such a criminal offense, the Agency or Commission shall give written notice to
the State's Attorney of Prince George's County of the nature of the matter under investigation.
(b)
If it appears to the State's Attorney that continuation of the Commission's investigation would jeopardize a part
of the anticipated criminal proceedings, the State's Attorney shall notify the Commission of this fact in writing,
specifying that no formal hearing be held nor subpoena issued before the termination of the criminal
proceedings. Upon receipt of such written notice from the State's Attorney, the Commission shall stay the
holding of formal hearings or issuance of subpoena until the Commission is notified by the State's Attorney that
the relevant criminal proceedings have terminated.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-208. - Confidential information; exceptions.
(a)
During the investigation of any complaint alleging a violation of Subdivisions 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of this
Division, and until the matters reach the stage of public hearings, the activities of all members of the Office of
Human Rights, including its Commission, in connection with the investigation shall be conducted without
publicity.
(b)
The Agency and Commission shall hold confidential any information in relation to such a complaint, including
the identity of the complainant and the respondent, except that:
(1)
Any information may be released at any time if the release has been agreed to in writing by both complainant
and respondent;
(2)
The identity of the complainant shall be disclosed to the respondent upon request;
(3)
The Agency may cooperate with Federal and State agencies and shall make available to such agencies its files
and investigative data, if the Agency is satisfied that the agencies will preserve the confidentiality of the data
which is provided;
(4)
Any Commission or employee of the Agency, who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
and/or imprisoned for not more than six (6) months.
(c)
Conciliation agreements shall be released as set forth in Section 2-203(e) of this Division.
(CB-1-1972; CB-48-1992; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-209. - Office of Human Rights process and witnesses; protection.
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No person shall retaliate, or cause or coerce, or attempt to cause or coerce, any other person to retaliate against
any person because such person has lawfully opposed any act or failure to act that is a violation of this Act or
has, in good faith, filed a complaint, testified, participated, or assisted in any way in any proceeding under this
Act.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
SUBDIVISION 5. - PROHIBITED ACTS IN HOUSING AND RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE.
Sec. 2-210. - Sale or rental of housing; exception.
(a)
No person, whether acting for monetary gain or not, shall:
(1)
Refuse to sell, lease, sublease, rent, assign, or otherwise transfer; or refuse to negotiate for the sale, lease,
sublease, rental, assignment or other transfer of the title, leasehold, or other interest in any housing; or represent
that housing is not available for inspection, sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or other transfer when in
fact it is so available; or otherwise make housing unavailable, deny, or withhold any housing from any person
because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal law), occupation,
marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, gender
identity, immigration status, citizenship status, or source of income;
(2)
Deny any person access to, or membership or participation in, any multiple listing service, real estate brokers'
organization, or other service, organization, or facility relating to the business of selling or renting housing, or to
discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of such access, membership, or participation, or in the
selling, brokering, or appraisal of residential real estate on account of race, religion, color, sex, national origin,
age (except as required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal
appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status,
or source of income;
(3)
Include in the terms, conditions, or privileges of any sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or other transfer of
any housing, any clause, condition, or restriction discriminating against any person in the use or occupancy of
such housing because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal
law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial
status, gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status, or source of income;
(4)
Discriminate in the furnishings of any facilities, repairs, improvements, or services, or in the terms, conditions,
privileges, or tenure of occupancy of any person because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except
as required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual
orientation, disability, familial status, gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status, or source of income;
(5)
Make, print or publish, or cause to be made, printed or published, any notice, statement, listing or advertisement,
or to announce a policy, or use any form of application for purchase, lease, rental, or financing of any housing
indicating any preference, limitation, or specification based upon race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age,
129/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status,
gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status, or source of income;
(6)
Induce or attempt to induce any person to sell or rent or list for sale, rent, lease, or otherwise dispose of any
housing or interest in real property by representations regarding the entry or prospective entry into the
neighborhood of a person or persons of a particular race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age (except as
required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual
orientation, disability, familial status, gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status, source of income;
(7)
Discriminate in the sale or rental, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, housing to any buyer or renter because
of a disability of:
(A)
The buyer or renter;
(B)
A person residing in, or intending to reside in, the housing after it is sold, rented, or made available; or
(C)
Any person associated with the buyer or renter.
(8)
Discriminate against any person in terms, conditions, or privileges of sale or rental of housing, or in the
provisions of services or facilities in connection with such housing, because of a disability of:
(A)
The person; or
(B)
A person residing in, or intending to reside in, the housing after it is so sold, rented, or made available; or
(C)
Any person associated with the person.
(9)
For purposes of Subsections (7) and (8), above, discrimination includes:
(A)
A refusal to permit, at the expense of the person with a disability, reasonable modifications of existing premises
occupied or to be occupied by such person if such modifications may be necessary to afford such person full
enjoyment of the premises, except that, in the case of rental, the landlord may, where it is reasonable to do so,
condition permission for a modification on the renter agreeing to restore the interior of the premises to the
condition that existed before the modification, reasonable wear and tear excepted;
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(B)
A refusal to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, practices, or services, when such
accommodations may be necessary to afford such person equal opportunity to use and enjoy housing;
(C)
A failure to design and construct a covered multifamily dwelling in accordance with the Building Code with
regard to accessibility by a person with a disability pursuant to the most current revision of the American
National Standard for Buildings and Facilities Providing Accessibility and Usability for Physically Handicapped
people (commonly cited as ANSI A117.1).
(10)
Discriminate by inquiring about immigration status or citizenship status in connection with the sale, lease,
sublease, assignment, or other transfer of a housing unit, unless to comply with a federal or state law or a court
order.
(11)
Discriminate by requiring documentation, information, or other proof of immigration status or citizenship status,
unless to comply with a federal or state law or a court order.
(12)
Discriminate in the sale, lease, sublease, assignment, or other transfer of a housing unit by requiring proof of
immigration status or citizenship status, such as a social security number, without providing an alternative that
does not reveal immigration status or citizenship status, such as an individual taxpayer identification number.
(13)
Discriminate by disclosing, reporting, or threatening to disclose or report immigration status or citizenship status
to anyone, including an immigration authority, law enforcement agency, or local, state, or federal agency, for the
purpose of inducing a person to vacate the housing unit or for the purpose of retaliating against a person for the
filing of a claim or complaint.
(14)
Discriminate by evicting a person from a housing unit or by otherwise attempting to obtain possession of a
housing unit because of the person's immigration status or citizenship status unless the remedy is sought to
comply with a federal or state law or a court order.
(15)
Nothing in this Subsection requires that housing be made available to an individual whose tenancy would
constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of other individuals or whose tenancy would result in substantial
physical damage to the property of others.
(b)
Discrimination based on age or familial status as defined in Section 2-186 shall not be wrongful with regard to
housing operated in connection with any retirement or senior citizen home or housing which is:
(1)
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Provided under any Federal or State program that the Executive Director determines, as consistent with the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, is specifically designed and operated to assist elderly persons;
(2)
Intended for, and solely occupied by, persons sixty-two (62) years of age or older; or
(3)
Intended and operated for occupancy by at least one person fifty-five (55) years of age or older per unit,
provided that the housing satisfies the requirements of Title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 100:304.
(c)
Discrimination shall not be wrongful with regard to any single-family house sold or rented by an owner if: that
such private individual owner does not own more than three such single-family houses at any one time; in the
case of the sale of any such single-family house by a private individual owner not residing in such house at the
time of such sale or who was not the most recent resident of such house prior to such sale, the exemption granted
by this subsection shall apply only with respect to one such sale within any twenty-four month period; and if
such bona fide private individual owner does not own any interest in, nor is there owned or reserved on his
behalf, under any express or voluntary agreement, title to or any right to all or a portion of the proceeds from the
sale or rental of, more than three such single-family houses at any one time.
(d)
Discrimination shall not be wrongful with regard to the leasing of a room(s) or apartment(s) in an owneroccupied dwelling consisting of not more than three (3) rental units except as specified in (a)(5) of this Section.
(e)
No person shall coerce, intimidate, threaten, or interfere with any person in the exercise or enjoyment of, or on
account of that person having exercised or enjoyed, or on account of that person having aided or encouraged any
other person in the exercise or enjoyment of, any right granted or protected by this Division.
(f)
Nothing in this Division shall prohibit a religious organization, association, or society, or any nonprofit
institution or organization operated, supervised, or controlled by or in conjunction with a religious organization,
association, or society, from limiting the sale, rental, or occupancy of housing which it owns or operates, for
other than commercial purposes, to persons of the same religion, or from giving preference to such persons,
unless membership in such religion is restricted on account of race, color, sex, national origin, age (except as
required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual
orientation, disability, familial status, gender identity, immigration status, citizenship status, or source of income.
Nor shall anything in this subdivision prohibit a private club not in fact open to the public, which as an incident
to its primary purpose or purposes provides lodgings which it owns or operates for other than a commercial
purpose, from limiting the rental or occupancy of such lodgings to its members or from giving preference to its
members.
(g)
Nothing in this subdivision limits the applicability of any reasonable local, State, or Federal restrictions
regarding the maximum number of occupants permitted to occupy a dwelling.
(CB-1-1972; CB-125-1975; CB-48-1976; CB-62-1981; CB-30-1990; CB-23-1991; CB-48-1992; CB-86-1993;
CB-38-2019; CB-12-2021; CB-97-2021)
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Sec. 2-211. - Discrimination in Housing and Residential Real Estate-Related Transactions.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person or other entity whose business includes engaging in residential real estaterelated transactions to discriminate against any person in making available such a transaction, or in the terms or
conditions of such a transaction because of discrimination as enumerated in Section 2-210(a)(1).
(b)
No lending institution shall discriminate in lending money, guaranteeing loans, purchasing loans, accepting a
deed of trust or mortgage, or otherwise making available funds for the purchase, acquisition, construction,
alteration, rehabilitation, repair or maintenance of any housing. No lending institution shall discriminate in the
fixing of the rates, terms, conditions, or provisions of any such financial assistance or impose different
conditions on any such financing, refuse to provide title or other insurance, in the extension of service in
connection therewith because of discrimination as enumerated in Section 2-210(a)(1).
(c)
No person shall induce, directly or indirectly, any person to acquire or transfer an interest in real property which
is used for the purpose of housing, by any statement regarding the existence or proximity of other real property
which is or may become owned, leased, used, or occupied by any person of categories enumerated in Section 2210(a)(1).
(d)
Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit any lending institution from basing its actions on the income and
financial abilities of any individual.
(e)
Appraisal Exemption—Nothing in this Section prohibits a person engaged in the business of furnishing
appraisals of real property to take into consideration factors other than any categories enumerated in Section 2210(a)(1).
(CB-1-1972; CB-86-1993; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-211.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-212. - Reserved
Sec. 2-213. - Reserved
Sec. 2-214. - Discriminatory statements prohibited.
No person shall make, counsel, or cause to be made any false, reckless, or intentionally misleading statements,
whether oral or written, about a change in the personal circumstances enumerated in Section 2-210(a)(1) of the
occupants of any housing in a community or neighborhood, which statements are made or committed in order to
obtain a listing of any real property for sale, rental, assignment, transfer, or other disposition.
(CB-1-1972; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-215. - False or misleading signs or devices.
No person shall place a sign or display any other device which offers for sale, lease, assignment, transfer, or
other disposition of any real property used for the purpose of housing, if the sign, display, or device is designed
to stimulate the belief that a bona fide offer is being made to sell, lease, assign, transfer, or otherwise dispose of
the property, when in fact such property is not being offered for the advertised sale, lease, assignment, or
transfer.
133/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-216. - Maintenance of sale sign after sale.
No person shall maintain upon the premises of real property which is used for housing and which has, in fact,
been leased, sold, assigned, transferred, or otherwise disposed of, for a period in excess of fourteen (14) days
after the execution of any contract or written agreement for the sale, lease, assignment, or transfer thereof, any
sign or other display, indicating that the property is still being offered for lease, sale, assignment, or transfer.
(CB-1-1972; CB-105-1981)
Sec. 2-217. - Enumeration of prohibited discriminatory statements.
(a)
No person, for profit, shall induce, directly or indirectly, the sale or listing for sale of any interest in real property
which is used for housing by any statement, either oral or written, that the presence, anticipated presence,
ownership, or tenancy of property by persons of the circumstances enumerated in Section 2-210(a)(1) may result
in:
(1)
The reduction of property values;
(2)
A future change in the composition of the residents of a neighborhood with respect to circumstances enumerated
in Section 2-210(a)(1);
(3)
An increase in criminal or other antisocial behavior in the neighborhood wherein the property is located;
(4)
A decline in quality of schools, churches, business establishments, or any other service provided the
neighborhood.
(CB-1-1972; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-218. - Solicitation of real estate dealings.
No person shall solicit the sale or purchase of real estate, as defined by Section 2-186(a)(27), where such
soliciting is of residential single-family units, unless such solicitation is limited to random and isolated inquiries
not of a systematic design to cover a substantial section of any neighborhood for individual listings of property
for sale.
(CB-1-1972; CB-97-2021)
Sec. 2-219. - Civil action by owner; damages; commencement.
(a)
Any owner of a dwelling who is induced to sell his dwelling to a real estate dealer or through a real estate broker
or their agents or employees by acts committed by these persons in violation of Section 2-217 or 2-218 may
institute a civil action in the Circuit Court against these persons.
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(b)
If, in an action instituted pursuant to Subsection (a) of this Section, judgment is rendered in favor of plaintiff, he
shall be awarded damages as determined by the courts, reasonable attorney's fees and court costs.
(c)
No action shall be maintained under this Section unless commenced not later than one (1) year from the date of
the sale from which liability is alleged to arise.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-219.01. - Income requirements; married couples.
It shall be a wrongful practice in Prince George's County for a landlord, in determining whether a married couple
meets income requirements, to refuse to consider the income of both spouses.
(CB-129-1976)
SUBDIVISION 6. - PROHIBITED ACTS IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS.
Sec. 2-220. - Denial of public accommodations.
No owner or operator of a place of public accommodation, located in the County, or the agent of any owner or
operator of such place of public accommodation, shall deny to any person any of the accommodations,
advantages, facilities, or privileges, of such a place of public accommodation because of discrimination;
provided, however, that nothing in this Section shall be construed or interpreted to prohibit any owner or
operator of any such establishment, or any agent or employee thereof, from the right to deny service to any
person for failure to conform to the usual and regular requirements, standards and regulations for such
establishment so long as the denial is not based upon discrimination as defined in Section 2-186; and provided
further, however, that discrimination based on a person's disability as defined in Section 2-186 shall not be
wrongful with regard to the failure of any owner or operator of any such establishment, or any agent or
employee thereof, to fail or refuse to renovate, alter or modify any such establishment in order to accommodate
any person with a disability, as defined herein, except as otherwise required by the Building Code for Prince
George's County, Maryland.
(CB-1-1972; CB-48-1976; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-221. - Exception to prohibition.
Section 2-220 shall not apply to a private club or similar establishment which is not in fact open to the general
public, except with respect to those facilities of such club or related establishment which are made available to
customers or patrons of an establishment which is subject to the provisions of this Subdivision.
(CB-1-1972)
SUBDIVISION 7. - PROHIBITED ACTS IN EMPLOYMENT.
Sec. 2-222. - Discrimination in employment prohibited.
No employer in the County shall discharge or refuse to hire any person, or act against any person with respect to
compensation or other terms and conditions of employment, or limit, segregate, classify, or assign employees
because of discrimination.
(CB-1-1972)
135/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Sec. 2-223. - Referral by employment agency.
No employment agency in the County shall fail or refuse to refer a person for employment or act against any
person respecting the kind of employment for which a referral could have been made, or classify a person for
employment because of discrimination.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-224. - Discrimination by labor unions prohibited.
(a)
No labor organization located or domiciled in the County, with respect to the exercise of its functions and
activities within the County shall:
(1)
Exclude or expel any person from its membership, or otherwise act against any person because of
discrimination;
(2)
Limit, segregate, or classify its members, classify for employment, or fail or refuse to refer for employment, any
person, or in any way to deprive any person of employment opportunities, because of discrimination;
(3)
Cause or attempt to cause any employer to discriminate against any person in violation of this Section.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-225. - Discrimination in apprenticeships or training programs.
No employer in the County, any labor organization located or domiciled in the County, or any labor organization
with respect to its operations and functions within the County, or joint committee composed of representatives of
employers and labor organizations in the County which operates or administers a program of training
apprentices or training or retraining of any employees, either at or away from a place of employment in the
County, shall act against any applicant or member of any apprenticeship or training program because of
discrimination.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-226. - Discriminatory notices or advertisements.
No person shall print or publish, or cause to be printed or published, any notice or advertisement relating to
employment which indicates a preference, limitation, or specification based upon discrimination, except where
such requirement or prerequisite is a bona fide occupational qualification as set forth in this Subdivision.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-227. - Exceptions to subdivision restrictions.
(a)
Nothing in this Subdivision shall prohibit the hiring, assignment, compensation, or discharge of persons by an
employer, the classification or referral of persons for employment by an employment agency, the classification
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of members of a labor organization, or the admission to any program of apprenticeship, training, or retraining
because of discrimination where it can be demonstrated that it is a bona fide occupational qualification which is
reasonable, necessary, and relevant to the normal operation of a particular business or enterprise.
(b)
A school, college, university, or other educational institution may hire and employ persons of a particular
religion if such school, college, university, or other educational institution is, in whole or in substantial part,
owned, supported, controlled, or managed by a particular church, synagogue, mosque, temple, or other religious
organization or corporation, or if the curriculum of the school, college, university, or other educational
institution is designed to comply, in whole or in part, with the doctrines or tenets of a particular church,
synagogue, mosque, or temple.
(CB-1-1972; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-228. - Use of merit system standards or federal standards.
Nothing in this Subdivision shall preclude an employer from applying different standards of compensation, or
different terms, conditions, and privileges of employment, which are pursuant to a merit system or seniority
system, or pursuant to the provisions of Section 6(d) of the Fair Labor Standards Act (29 U.S.C. 206(d)), or a
system of employment which measures earnings by quality or quantity of production, or which provides the
aforesaid different standards of compensation, terms, conditions, and privileges of employment, based upon at
different locations, provided that the aforesaid different standards of compensation, terms, conditions, and
privileges of employment are not established for the purpose of discrimination.
(CB-1-1972)
Sec. 2-228.01. - Dress and grooming code.
Nothing in this Subdivision shall preclude an employer from establishing standards concerning an employee's
dress and grooming if the standards are directly related to the nature of the employment.
(CB-129-1976)
SUBDIVISION 8. - DISCRIMINATION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.
Sec. 2-229. - Prohibited acts by law enforcement officers.
(a)
The Office of Human Rights shall have the authority to investigate, and hold a formal hearing, on any sworn
complaint against any law enforcement officer operating within the County, except a complaint against a
member of the Prince George's County Police Department, which alleges any of the following categories of
complaints that are defined and prohibited by law or regulation:
(1)
Police harassment;
(2)
The excessive use of force in the performance of his or her duties;
(3)
The use of language which would demean the inherent dignity of any person.
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(b)
The Agency's staff shall, upon receipt of a sworn complaint, transmit a copy of any such complaints to the Chief
of any Law Enforcement Agency involved, and the State's Attorney promptly after filing.
(CB-1-1972; CB-148-1976; CB-59-2001; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-230. - Investigation of complaint.
(a)
If the Commission, by a majority vote of the full body, find that a complaint within one of the categories
described in Section 2-186(a)(3) has merit, the Commission shall forward a request to the Law Enforcement
Agency involved requesting that appropriate disciplinary action be taken and shall at the same time forward a
copy of the request to the State's Attorney. The request shall set forth the facts concerning the incident and the
name of the officer(s) involved, the name and address of the complaining party and all witnesses, and a copy of
all information compiled by the Commission, along with a copy of the findings of facts, conclusions, and
transcript of testimony if a hearing has been held by the Commission.
(b)
The Chairperson of the Commission shall, along with the transmittal of the aforesaid documents, certify that a
majority of the full body of the Commissioners has voted for a finding that there is probable cause to believe that
the named officer(s) is (are) guilty of a wrongful law enforcement practice.
(CB-1-1972; CB-148-1976; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-231. - Complaints against members of the Prince George's County police department.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2-229, if a complaint received by the Office of Human Rights
involves a member of the Prince George's County Police Department, the Agency shall forward a copy of the
complaint and all related documents to the Chief of Police and to the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001; CB-12-2021)
SUBDIVISION 9. - PROHIBITED ACTS IN COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.
Sec. 2-231.01. - Prohibited Acts in Commercial Real Estate.
(a)
It is an unlawful practice and a violation of this Division:
(1)
For any person, real estate broker, or real estate salesperson, because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin,
age (except as required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal
appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or gender identity to:
(A)
Refuse to sell, lease, sublease, rent, assign, or otherwise transfer, or refuse to negotiate for the sale, lease,
sublease, rental, assignment, or other transfer of commercial real estate, or represent that commercial real estate
is not available for inspection, sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or other transfer when in fact it is so
available, or otherwise deny or withhold commercial real estate from any person.
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(B)
Include in the terms, conditions, or privileges of any sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or other transfer of
commercial real estate any clause, condition, or restriction discriminating against any person in the use or
occupancy of such real estate.
(C)
Discriminate in the furnishing of any facilities, repairs, improvements, or services, or in the terms, conditions,
privileges, or tenure of occupancy.
(2)
For any lending institution, because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State
or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability,
familial status, or gender identity to:
(A)
Discriminate in lending money, guaranteeing loans, accepting a deed of trust or mortgage, or otherwise making
available funds to acquire, construct, alter, rehabilitate, repair, or maintain commercial real estate.
(B)
Discriminate in fixing the rates, terms, conditions, or provisions of any such financial assistance, or in extending
service in connection therewith.
(3)
For any person, real estate broker or real estate salesperson, with respect to any act prohibited in Subsections (a)
(1) or (2), to publish or circulate, or to cause to be published or circulated, any notice, statement, listing, or
advertisement, or to announce a policy, or to use any form of application for the purchase, lease, rental, or
financing of commercial real estate, or to make any record or business inquiry in connection with the
prospective purchase, lease, rental, or financing of commercial real estate which indicates reliance on or a
decision based on race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal law),
occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or
gender identity. However, this subsection does not preclude the use of a logo or other means of advertising to
advise persons with disabilities that any commercial real estate is suitable or adapted to use by persons with
disabilities.
(4)
For any person to assist in, compel, or coerce the doing of any unlawful practice under this Subdivision, to
obstruct or prevent enforcement or compliance with this Subdivision, or to attempt directly or indirectly to
commit any unlawful practice.
(5)
For any person, real estate broker, or real estate salesperson, to:
(A)
Induce or attempt to induce, by direct or indirect methods, any person to transfer commercial real estate by
representations regarding the existing or potential proximity of real estate owned, used, or occupied by any
person of any particular race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal
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law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial
status, or gender identity.
(B)
Represent to any prospective purchaser or lessee that any commercial real estate in a particular area may
undergo, is undergoing, or has undergone a change with respect to race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age
(except as required by State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance,
sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or gender identity of occupants of such area.
(C)
Place a sign or display any other device either purporting to offer for sale, lease, assignment, transfer, or other
disposition, or tending to lead to the belief that a bona fide offer is being made to sell, lease, assign, transfer or
otherwise dispose of any commercial real estate that is not in fact available or offered for sale, lease, assignment,
transfer, or other disposition, because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by
State or Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation,
disability, familial status, or gender identity.
(6)
For any person, real estate broker, or real estate salesperson to deny any other person or real estate broker or real
estate salesperson access to, or membership or participation in, any multiple-listing service, real estate brokers'
organization, or other service, organization, or facility relating to the business of buying, selling, or renting
commercial real estate, or to discriminate against that person in the terms or conditions of such access,
membership, or participation because of race, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or
Federal law), occupation, marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability,
familial status, or gender identity.
(7)
This section does not apply to religious institutions or organizations or charitable or educational organizations
operated, supervised, or controlled by religious institutions or organizations which give preferences to members
of the same religion in a commercial real estate transaction, as long as membership in such religion is not
restricted by race, color, sex, national origin, age (except as required by State or Federal law), occupation,
marital status, political opinion, personal appearance, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or gender
identity.
(CB-30-1990; CB-23-1991; CB-12-2021)
SUBDIVISION 10. - FAIR CRIMINAL RECORD SCREENING STANDARDS.
Sec. 2-231.02. - Legislative findings and declaration of purpose.
The County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby finds that over 92 million Americans,
roughly one in three adults, have a criminal history record involving an arrest or conviction and nearly 700,000
people a year return to their communities from incarceration, and many are job seekers who are ready and able
to become part of the work force; that studies indicate that job applicants are often precluded from even getting
an interview when applications require disclosure of whether the applicant has a criminal record; that lack of
employment is a significant cause of recidivism, which threatens public safety and disrupts the financial and
general stability of affected families and communities; that increased government expenditures on law
enforcement and social programs, necessitated by the inability of people with criminal records to find gainful
employment, are an impediment to the County reaching its potential for economic growth; that increasing
employment of people with criminal records improves public safety and reduces the financial burden on
government; and that in order to effectively respond, the County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland
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hereby declares that it is the public policy of Prince George's County to assist in the successful reintegration of
individuals with criminal records into the workforce by removing barriers to employment and enhance the health
and safety of the community by assisting individuals with criminal records to lawfully provide for themselves
and their families.
(CB-78-2014)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.03. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Subdivision, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings indicated:
(1)
Applicant shall mean a person who is considered or who requests to be considered for employment in the
County by an employer.
(2)
Arrest record shall mean information indicating that a person has been apprehended, detained, taken into
custody, held for investigation, or otherwise restrained by a law enforcement agency or military authority due to
an accusation or suspicion that the person committed a crime.
(3)
Conviction record shall mean information regarding a sentence arising from a verdict or plea of guilty or nolo
contendere, including a sentence of incarceration, a fine, a suspended sentence, and a sentence of probation.
(4)
Criminal record report shall mean a record of a person's arrest and conviction history obtained from any source.
(5)
Employment shall mean:
(A)
Any work for compensation; and
(B)
Any form of vocational or educational training, with or without compensation.
(6)
Employee shall mean a person permitted or instructed to work or be present by an employer in the County.
(7)
Employer shall mean any person, individual, proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation, limited
liability company, trust, association, or other entity operating and doing business in the County that employs
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twenty-five (25) or more persons full-time in the County. Employer includes the County government, but does
not include the United States, any State, or any other local government.
(8)
Inquiry or Inquire shall mean any direct or indirect conduct intended to gather information, using any mode of
communication.
(9)
Vulnerable adult shall mean an adult who lacks the physical or mental capacity to provide for his or her own
daily needs.
(CB-78-2014; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.04. - Prohibited inquiries; retaliation.
(a)
Inquiry on application. An employer shall not require an applicant or potential applicant to disclose on an
employment application the existence or details of the applicant's or potential applicant's arrest record or
conviction record.
(b)
Preliminary inquiry into criminal record. In connection with the proposed employment of an applicant, an
employer shall not, at any time until the conclusion of a first interview:
(1)
require the applicant to disclose whether the applicant has an arrest record or conviction record, or otherwise has
been accused of a crime;
(2)
conduct a criminal record check on the applicant; or
(3)
inquire of the applicant or others about whether the applicant has an arrest or conviction record or otherwise has
been accused of a crime.
(c)
Retaliation. An employer shall not:
(1)
retaliate against any person for:
(A)
lawfully opposing any violation of this Subdivision;
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(B)
filing a complaint, testifying, assisting, or participating in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing
under this Subdivision; or
(2)
obstruct or prevent enforcement or compliance with this Subdivision.
(CB-78-2014)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.05. - Employment decisions; rescission of an offer of employment based on criminal record.
(a)
In making an employment decision based on an applicant's arrest record or conviction record, an employer shall
conduct an individualized assessment, considering only specific offenses that may demonstrate unfitness to
perform the duties of the position sought by the applicant, the time elapsed since the specific offenses, and any
evidence of inaccuracy in the record.
(b)
If an employer intends to rescind an offer of employment based on an item or items in the applicant's arrest
record or conviction record, before rescinding the offer of employment the employer shall:
(1)
provide the applicant with a copy of any criminal record report;
(2)
notify the applicant, in writing, of the intention to rescind the offer of employment and the items that are the
basis for the intention to rescind the offer of employment; and
(3)
delay rescinding the offer of employment for seven (7) days to permit the applicant to give the employer notice
of inaccuracy of an item or items on which the intention to rescind the offer of employment is based. The
applicant must receive in writing from the employer his or her right under this provision.
(c)
If an employer decides to rescind an offer of employment based on the arrest record or conviction record of an
applicant, the employer shall notify the applicant of the rescission of the offer of employment in writing.
(CB-78-2014; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.06. - Exemptions.
(a)
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The prohibitions and requirements of this Subdivision shall not apply if the inquiries prohibited by this
Subdivision are required or expressly authorized by an applicable Federal, State, or County law or regulation.
(b)
The prohibitions and requirements of this Subdivision shall not apply to any County public safety agencies or to
positions that, in the judgment of the County, have access to confidential or proprietary business or personal
information, money or items of value, or involve emergency management.
(c)
The prohibitions of this Subdivision shall not apply to an employer that provides programs, services, or direct
care to minors or vulnerable adults.
(CB-78-2014; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.07. - Enforcement.
(a)
The Executive Director shall administer and enforce this Subdivision.
(b)
A person aggrieved by an alleged violation of this Subdivision may file a written complaint with the Executive
Director pursuant to Subtitle 2, Division 12 of the County Code.
(c)
The Executive Director shall promulgate rules and regulations, subject to County Council approval by
resolution, which shall govern the implementation and administration of this Subdivision within sixty (60) days
of the effective date of this Act.
(CB-78-2014; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
Sec. 2-231.08. - Reporting.
(a)
The Agency shall maintain data on the number of complaints filed pursuant to this Subdivision, demographic
information on the complainants, the number of investigations it conducts, and the disposition of every
complaint and investigation.
(b)
The Executive Director shall provide the County Council and County Executive an annual report on the number
of complaints and the disposition of every complaint and investigation on or before December 31 beginning
fiscal year 2016 and each year thereafter.
(CB-78-2014; CB-12-2021)
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Editor's note— CR-6-2015 approved rules and regulations governing the implementation and administration of
the Fair Criminal Record Screening Standards.
DIVISION 13. - PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND SERVICES.
Sec. 2-232. - Public improvements and services; notices.
(a)
The County shall construct roadways, alleys, curbs, sidewalks, gutters, and storm drainage incident to any
construction in the County after a determination that the improvements are necessary and desirable. It is
provided, however, that before any such determination is made, the County shall give at least two (2) weeks'
notice by letters written to the assessed owners of record of all property proposed to be subject to an assessment
for the improvements and mailed to such owners at their addresses as are shown on the assessment records of the
County, and also by advertisement, published at least once a week for two (2) successive weeks in three (3)
newspapers published in the County, which have a circulation in the area affected.
(b)
The letter and advertisement or notice shall state the date on which such determination by a hearing shall be
made and give a brief description of the proposed improvements, and warn all owners to appear at a time and
place stated in the letter, advertisement or notice, to show cause, if any, why such improvements should be made
as proposed.
(c)
For private roadways and rights-of-way, except roadways and rights-of-way owned by associations or entities
established for condominiums, the Council may, upon petition signed by the owners of all property abutting the
front footage affected, make the determination required under Subsection (a) of this Section. Assessments for
improvements undertaken pursuant to this Section shall be made in accordance with Section 23-147 of this
Code.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a), (b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4; CB-62-1988; CB-30-1993)
Sec. 2-232.01. - Minority business contracts.
(a)
Minority business firms for the purposes of this Section shall mean a business at least fifty-one percent (51%) of
which is owned by minority individuals or, in the case of a publicly owned business, at least fifty-one percent
(51%) of the stock is owned by minority individuals, as defined in Section 10A-101 of this Code.
(b)
Except for those contracts the making of which is reserved to the County under the provisions of Article 25A,
Section 5, Annotated Code of Maryland, a reasonable percentage of contracts entered into by the County for
consultant or construction services or for the manufacture or furnishing of materials, supplies, or equipment in
connection with any construction, maintenance, or operation of improvements undertaken by the County
pursuant to Subtitle 2 of this Code shall be awarded to minority business firms.
(c)
The Director of Central Services for Prince George's County shall develop and engage in a program designed to
encourage and assist minority business firms in the County to contract with the County for goods and services.
To the extent possible, the program shall include maintaining an accurate and current vendors list; cooperation
with other agencies to insure that existing on-the-job training programs are made available to minority business
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firms; consultation with all departments, boards, commissions and agencies of County Government, the Board of
Education, the Prince George's Community College, the Bi-County Agencies, and the several municipalities in
Prince George's County to encourage intergovernmental participation; and a continuous outreach program to
make minority business firms aware of the opportunities to provide goods and services to the County.
(d)
The Director shall periodically review bidding procedures and bonding requirements in order to eliminate any
provisions which may result in the imposition of an unfair or discriminatory burden on minority business firms.
(Laws 1978, ch. 944; CB-43-2011)
Sec. 2-233. - Adoption of regulations; payment.
(a)
The Council shall, by proper legislative act, adopt all necessary rules and regulations for the construction,
maintenance or operation of the improvements and shall fix the time and manner of payment.
(b)
The Council shall have the authority to defer for a period of time, not to exceed five (5) years, the payment of
such sums of money on the assessments applicable to the payment of principal. The Council may collect only
such sums as may be determined to be interest charges on the principal indebtedness and charges against the
property affected.
(c)
All special assessments or taxes levied by the Council shall be treated in all respects as County taxes collected
by the Director of Finance, and shall have all of the priorities and lien rights of County taxes.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-234. - Determination of special assessment.
(a)
Whenever the Council is required to make any special assessment against abutting land for street improvement,
whether for the construction of roadways, sidewalks, curbs or gutters and/or storm drainage, any or all of them,
and such lot is located at the intersection of two (2) streets, and is what is known as a corner lot, the Council
shall have the power to make an assessment for the number of feet in the front of such lot, where the
improvement abuts on the front of such lot and in the case the improvement abuts on the side of such a lot, the
assessment made for such improvement against the lot shall be for one-half (1/2) of the number of linear feet of
the side of the lot, not to exceed a total exemption of fifty (50) linear feet. For the purpose of assessment the
short side of such lot shall be considered the front of such lot, and in cases where the two (2) sides are equal, the
Council shall determine which is front and which is the side of such lot. Such determination shall be final and
conclusive.
(b)
In cases of lots, where it be determined to be inequitable to place the entire cost of such improvements upon
property abutting; or of lots abutting on more than two (2) streets and of lots of irregular or unusual shape, and
in cases of lots abutting on two (2) or more streets where in one (1) or more of such streets, roadways,
sidewalks, curbs, gutters or storm drainage and street improvements, or any or all, have been or are about to be
constructed under such circumstances as not to subject such lots to a special assessment by the Council, the
Council shall have full power and authority to adjust assessments to be made against such lots for the cost of
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improvements herein authorized abutting such lots to such an amount as shall be just and equitable. The cost of
improvements thus exempted may be included in the assessments to be made against the abutting property
included in the project. The Council may contribute from the general funds or proceeds of bond issues such
sums as in their judgment are just and equitable, and may also receive from a private individual or company and
apply to such project such sum or sums of money as might be agreed upon. Such adjustments as may be made
by the Council shall be final and conclusive.
(c)
Any assessment so proposed shall not be adopted by ordinance, resolution, or otherwise until the Council shall
give, in addition to the previous notices hereinbefore mentioned and provided, at least two (2) weeks' notice by
letters written to the assessed owners of record of all property proposed to be subject to an assessment for the
improvements and mailed to such owners at their addresses as are shown on the assessment records of the
County, and also by advertisement, published at least once a week for two (2) successive weeks in one (1) or
more newspapers published in the County which has a circulation in the area affected. The letters and
advertisement or notice shall state the date on which the assessment is proposed to be made and warning all
property owners to appear at a time and place stated in the letter, advertisement or notice, to show cause, if any
there be, why the assessment should not be made as proposed.
(d)
Any person aggrieved by the action of the Council shall have the right to appeal to the Circuit Court for the
County, provided such appeal is taken within thirty (30) days next succeeding the day on which the assessment
is made.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4; CB-30-1993; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 2-235. - Surface waters control.
The Council when in its judgment it is deemed expedient and necessary, shall construct, maintain and operate a
system for the control and disposition of surface waters within the boundaries of the County. For such purpose
the Council is given all of the power and authority, including the right to condemn, and the right and authority to
negotiate with any public agency and to make contracts with such agencies, including the government of the
United States or any bureau or department thereof, provided that a petition requesting such a system is presented
to the Council signed by the owners of at least twenty percent (20%) of the assessed valuation of the real
property located in the area affected.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Editor's note— CR-51-1983 adopted a County policy on Storm Water Management. Comprehensive Watershed
Management Plans were adopted:
CR-38-1980 Tinkers Creek
CR-50-1983 Western Branch of the Patuxent
Sec. 2-236. - Areas for water control work.
The Council, in the exercise of its discretion may define and identify the specific areas in which the
construction, maintenance, and operation of the systems described in Section 2-234 shall be put into effect. The
Council upon petition, or its own motion, may determine that the creation of the areas is in the interest of public
health, welfare, and safety and the areas are in need of a storm water or surface drainage system.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-237. - Areas for public services.
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The Council may, upon its own motion, or by referendum if the Council should so determine, establish, within
the boundaries of the County, outside the limits of any incorporated town, areas for the purpose of providing
street lighting, garbage and trash collection, removal and disposition, street signs, cleaning of streets.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-238. - Sites for garbage and trash disposal.
The Council may acquire a site, or sites, as in its discretion is deemed necessary, for the purpose of providing
locations and facilities for the disposal of garbage and trash. The Council shall operate the facilities, and contract
with any person, corporations or municipalities for the use of such site. The cost of acquiring, maintaining and
operating the sites and locations is to be self-liquidating, with a uniform rate to all users.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-239. - Tax levy for improvements and services.
(a)
Payment of the costs of the construction, maintenance and operation of surface water or storm drainage systems
as provided in Sections 2-235 and 2-236 and for governmental services or municipal functions as defined in
Section 2-237, shall be a tax levy against the properties benefited by the improvement and shall be paid for by an
ad valorem tax levied against all of the property assessed for County tax purposes within said area.
(b)
The Council in addition to the above prescribed method of payment of the costs for governmental services
and/or municipal functions, may in its discretion prescribe the method of payment of the costs for the collection
of garbage and trash as provided as follows: The Council may levy the costs of the collection and disposition as
a tax to be considered as a lien against the property, the same as other County taxes. The basis of the tax shall be
the total costs of the services divided by the number of units served in the collection of the garbage and trash.
(c)
The Council shall by proper ordinance, adopt all necessary rules and regulations for the construction,
maintenance, or operation of the improvements, municipal functions and governmental services, and, shall fix
the time and manner of payment. All taxes levied by the Council shall be treated in all respects as County taxes,
collected by the Director of Finance, and shall have all the priority and lien rights of County taxes.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Editor's note— Pursuant to Laws 1993, ch. 559, CR-36-1993 established a System Development Charge
including a schedule of fees to be paid by applicants for new WSSC services.
CR-35-2007 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
CR-47-2008 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
CR-27-2009 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
CR-41-2010 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
CR-47-2011 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
CR-36-2012 contains the most recently approved schedule of fees and current exceptions.
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Sec. 2-240. - Drainage costs in a Subdivision.
The Council may require any owner or developer of a subdivision or tract of land upon which dwellings,
apartments, stores, or other buildings are to be erected to contribute what it deems to be a fair share of the cost of
a drainage project before it approves or constructs such project. Such contributions shall be paid in cash before
the construction begins or secured to the satisfaction of the Council. The Council may construct any part of an
approved drainage project, provided the person or company interested contributed not less than one-half (1/2) of
the cost.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-241. - Borrowing power.
(a)
The Council, for the purpose of making any of the improvements provided in this Division, or providing the
governmental services or municipal functions, or for the maintenance and operation of the facilities, or systems
within the defined areas, shall have full power and authority to borrow upon the faith and credit of the County
such sum or sums as may be needed for the purposes above mentioned, to fix the maturity or maturities of any
such debt, the interest rate or rates, not exceeding six percent (6%) per annum, and manner and place of
payment, and in each instance to issue its bonds or notes or other evidences of indebtedness for the amount of
monies so borrowed.
(b)
The bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness shall be issued in groups or series, each such group or series
to be appropriately identified with the improvement for which the money is being borrowed. The bonds, notes or
other evidences of indebtedness may be sold by the Council from time to time at public sale or by private
negotiation, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 10 of Article 31 of the Code of Public General Laws of
Maryland (1957 Edition), as amended. None of the bonds, notes or evidences of indebtedness shall be issued to
mature over a longer period than thirty (30) years from the date of issuance, or the probable useful life of the
improvements, or undertaking with respect to which they are to be issued. They shall be issued on an annual
serial maturity plan so arranged as to correspond as nearly as possible in amounts with the aggregate amounts of
special assessments as above provided.
(c)
The Council shall, by a proper ordinance in each case, provide for the issuance of the bonds, notes or other
evidences of indebtedness and for the liquidation thereof and the interest thereon by the application of the
receipts of the special assessments with respect to which the bonds, notes or evidences of indebtedness are
issued. The Council shall, also by the ordinance provide, in each case, that in the event the proceeds of the
collection of such special assessments are in any year insufficient for the purpose of paying the principal and
interest maturities of any such bonds, notes or evidences of indebtedness, such deficiency shall be made up by
the County from the proceeds of unlimited ad valorem taxes levied upon all assessable property within the
corporate limits of the County subject to unlimited taxation thereby.
(d)
Any bond issued pursuant to the authority of this Division and the interest payable thereon and the income
derived therefrom in the hands of the holders thereof from time to time shall be, and is declared to be, exempt
from State, County and municipal taxation of every kind and nature whatsoever in this State.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-242. - Public hearing; notice.
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(a)
After having made the determination to provide a benefit or improvement set out in Sections 2-235 and 2-237,
the Council shall cause a public notice thereof to be published not fewer than four (4) times at not less than
weekly intervals in three (3) newspapers of general circulation in the area to be affected, briefly and accurately
describing the location and the improvement to be provided or function to be performed and the approximate
cost thereof. The public notices shall specify a time and place at which a public hearing will be held by the
Council. In addition, the Council shall cause to be erected within the area to be affected a sign or signs facing in
such a manner so as to be readily seen by the public designating the time, place and purpose of such hearing.
The bottom of the sign or signs shall be not less than two and one-half (2-1/2) feet from the ground. The sign or
signs shall have a length and width not less than two (2) and three (3) feet, respectively, and shall bear
conspicuous lettering in black on a yellow background not less than four (4) inches in height.
(b)
The hearing shall be set for not less than fifteen (15) days after the fourth publication. If, after the hearing, the
Council determines that the public health and welfare requires said improvement or function it shall proceed
therewith by proper ordinance, to construct, operate or maintain the public improvement or function either by
contract, publicly advertised or by its own force, or under its own supervision as it deems desirable and more
economical.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Law 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-243. - Referendum on improvements; procedure.
(a)
In the case of the improvements provided in Section 2-237, the Council, for a period of two (2) years from June
1, 1957, may proceed only by contract and not by its own force. The effective date for the commencement of the
improvements shall be no earlier than the fiftieth (50th) day after the hearing adopting the law. The law in the
case of improvements adopted under Section 2-237 shall be ineffective if on or before the fortieth (40th) day
after the adoption of the law there shall be presented to the Council or mailed by registered mail, a petition
signed by the owners of at least twenty percent (20%) of the assessed valuation of the real property located in
the area affected requesting a referendum on the question. In such event, the board shall notify the County Board
of Supervisors of Elections immediately after receipt of the petition, giving to the Board a full and complete
copy of the question to be determined.
(b)
The Board of Supervisors shall set a date for the referendum on the question within the area to be affected. The
date for the referendum shall be set within sixty (60) days after receipt of the petition and shall permit the giving
of at least fifteen (15) days notice thereof. Such notice shall be published by the Board of Supervisors on two (2)
occasions at not less than weekly intervals, in three (3) newspapers of general circulation within the area to be
affected. They shall specify the time and date of the referendum and the place or places at which it will be held.
The County Board of Supervisors of Elections shall conduct and be responsible for the referendum. The Board
of Supervisors shall determine from the County registration records of persons within the area proposed to be
annexed who are qualified as voters in County elections. From such list, the Board shall conduct the referendum
as herein provided.
(c)
On the date and at the places specified, the question to be determined shall be submitted to a referendum election
of the persons who reside in the area to be affected and who are registered as voters in County elections. The
ballots or the voting machines, as the case may be, shall contain a summary of the question with suitable
provision for the voter to indicate a choice for or against it. If a majority of the persons voting on the question
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shall vote in favor of the proposal, it shall become authorized as proposed on the fourteenth (14th) day following
the referendum. If not, the proposal shall be void and of no further effect whatsoever.
(d)
The County Board of Supervisors of Elections shall promptly notify the Council of the results of the referendum.
All expenses incidental to the holding of the referendum shall be charged to and paid by the Council.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-244. - Special assessments; general funds.
(a)
In assessing the cost for the improvements and facilities herein provided in Section 2-232, the Council shall
assess against the abutting property for improvements provided in Section 2-232 on a front foot basis as herein
provided and against the real property located in the areas affected for improvements in Sections 2-235 and 2237 on an ad valorem or unit of service tax basis as herein provided and collect from the owners thereof the
entire cost of constructing roadbeds, alleys, curbs, sidewalks, gutters, and street improvements, including the
cost of street and public alley intersections and systems for the disposition of surface waters.
(b)
All construction costs, excavation costs, cost of preparation of preliminary plans, advertising for bids,
engineering fees, attorney fees, operation costs, and all other costs, including administration and collection costs
of the assessments to be levied. At no time shall the Council expend general funds or allocate money received
from the State, or any other agency, in the carrying out of the powers of this Division except as hereinbefore
provided. In the event in any one year the ad valorem tax or special assessment or unit of service tax levied is
insufficient for the purpose of paying the principal and interest maturities of any bonds, notes, or certificates of
indebtedness issued under the provisions of Section 2-241 and general funds are used, then, and in that event, the
following year the ad valorem tax or special assessment or unit of service tax levied shall be increased in the
area served to the extent necessary to reimburse the general funds used the previous year.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 733, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4; CB-30-1993; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 2-245. - Area later incorporated.
Any area which becomes subject to any special assessment provided in this Division, which area subsequently
through annexation or incorporation is taken into and becomes a part of a municipality, or becomes a
municipality, in accordance with the provisions of existing law shall continue to be subject to any taxes or
assessments levied under this Division until such time as the improvements for which the assessment was levied
are paid for.
(Laws 1957, ch. 796; Laws 1959, ch. 773, Sec. 464B(a),(b); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-4)
Sec. 2-246. - Property taken for construction of public streets; procedures.
(a)
Upon the adoption by the legal and qualified voters of this State of the amendment to Article III of the
Constitution of this State relating to eminent domain, in addition to powers and authority heretofore granted, the
Council shall enter upon and take possession of such property and rights of way, to include lands improved by
an occupied dwelling but not the occupied dwelling building nor an area under and about the building
demarcated by a line circumscribed at a distance from the improvement itself equal to the front set back line for
the extant zoning classification as the Council may deem necessary, and proceed with road construction. The
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Council shall first pay to the owner or into court to the use of the person entitled thereto, such sums as the
Council estimates to be the fair value of the land and improvements taken and damage done, if any.
(b)
The Council's estimate of fair value shall not be less than the appraised value of the property being taken as
evaluated by at least one (1) qualified appraiser whose qualifications have been accepted by the Circuit Court of
the County. If the sum is paid into Court the property owner upon written request to the Clerk of the Court, shall
be entitled to receive the sum without prejudice to any rights if the property owner agrees to pay back to the
Council the difference between the sum and the final award, if the final award is less than the sum paid into
Court. The payment, however, shall in no way limit the amount to be allowed under subsequent condemnation
proceedings. The Council shall pay to the owner of such property and rights of way any further sum that may
subsequently be finally awarded in a subsequent condemnation proceeding.
(c)
Within sixty (60) days after the completion of the construction of such road, if the Council and the owner of
such land are unable to agree as to compensation and damages, if any, caused thereby, the Council shall institute
condemnation proceedings in the manner prescribed by law. The owner at any time subsequent to the payment
of such sum into Court may request in writing to the Council that such condemnation proceedings be instituted.
In such case it shall be the duty of the Council within thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice to institute such
proceedings and the duty of the Court to hear and determine such proceedings as soon thereafter as practicable.
(Laws 1966, ch. 305; Sec. 1)
DIVISION 14. - PREVAILING HOURS AND WAGE RATES ON PUBLIC WORKERS.
Sec. 2-247. - Definitions.
(a)
Apprentice means a person at least sixteen (16) years of age who has entered into a written agreement with an
employer or his agent, an association of employers or an organization of employees, or a joint committee
representing both, which states the trade, craft, or occupation which the apprentice is to be taught and the time at
which the apprenticeship begins and ends, and who is registered in a program of the Maryland Apprenticeship
and Training Council or the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training of the U.S. Department of Labor.
(b)
Board means the Wage Determination Board.
(c)
Construction includes all construction, reconstruction, improvement, enlargement, painting and decorating,
alteration, demolition, maintenance, or repair.
(d)
Locality means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(e)
Prevailing hourly rate of wages, prevailing hourly wage rate, prevailing rate of wages, prevailing wage rate,
prevailing hourly wage, prevailing wage, rate of wages, and wage rates include:
(1)
152/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The basic hourly rate of pay; and
(2)
The amount of:
(A)
The rate of contribution irrevocably made by a contractor, subcontractor, or third person pursuant to a fund, plan,
or program which provides for medical, surgical, or hospital care or benefits or pensions on retirement,
disability, or death, including any profit sharing plan which provides benefits at or after retirement,
compensation for injuries or illness resulting from occupational activity, or insurance to provide any of the
foregoing; for unemployment benefits, life insurance, or accident insurance; for vacation and holiday pay; for
defraying costs of apprenticeship or other similar programs; or for other bona fide fringe benefits, but only if the
contractor is not required by Federal, State, or local law to provide any of such benefits; and
(B)
The rate of costs to the contractor or subcontractor which may be reasonably anticipated in providing the fringe
benefits specified in paragraph (2)(A) to workmen and apprentices pursuant to an enforceable commitment to
carry out a financially responsible plan or program which is communicated in writing to the workmen and
apprentices affected.
(f)
Public body means Prince George's County or any department, officer, board, commission, or agency of the
County.
(g)
Public works includes all buildings, bridges, dams, airports, highways, tunnels, roads, streets, alleys, ditches,
sewers, sewage disposal plants, waterworks, land clearing, and excavation and all other structures or works,
constructed for public use or benefit or paid for wholly or in part out of public funds, except work done by any
public utility company subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission or other public authority,
whether or not done under public supervision or direction or paid for wholly or in part out of public funds,
unless let to contract.
(h)
Workman means laborer, workman, and mechanic. High School students registered in work study programs
approved by the Prince George's County Board of Education are exempt from the provisions of this Division.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-248. - Wage Determination Board.
(a)
There is hereby established a Wage Determination Board which shall consist of five (5) members to be
appointed in the following manner: two (2) from management in the building and construction industry; two (2)
from labor organizations representing employees in said industry; and one (1) representative of the general
public. All members shall be appointed by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Council.
The public member of the Board shall act as Chairman of the Board.
(b)
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The Board shall have the functions and duties set forth in this Division. On or before the first day of January
each year, the Board shall submit to the County Executive and the County Council an annual report covering its
activities under this Division for the preceding calendar year, including recommendations and including full
information as to the operation of the Division and other information and data it deems desirable in connection
with prevailing hourly wage rates.
(c)
The Board may call upon agencies of the State and other local governments for statistical data, reports, and other
information which will assist the Board in the performance of its duties.
(d)
Appointed members of the Board shall serve terms of three (3) years except as hereinafter provided and shall be
eligible for reappointment. Of the members first appointed, the one selected from the general public shall serve a
term of two (2) years; one (1) management member and one (1) labor member shall serve a term of one (1) year
each; and the other two (2) shall serve a term of three (3) years each. Any vacancies occurring in any term shall
be filled by appointment of the County Executive as set forth in Section 2-248(a) above.
(e)
The Board may employ persons to assist it in the performance of its duties to the extent that money is
appropriated in the budget.
(CB-116-1974; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-249. - Determination of prevailing wage rate.
(a)
The Board is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt, establish, repeal, modify, change or amend, from time
to time, schedules of prevailing hourly rates of wages to be paid to workmen and apprentices employed on
public works, as defined in Section 2-247(g), and service contract employees pursuant to Section 10A-144;
provided, however, that the schedules of prevailing hourly rate of wages so established, shall be reviewed by the
Board at least once every year and shall be revised to conform to the prevailing hourly rate of wages in the
locality. Such schedules of prevailing hourly rate of wages, including the prevailing rate of wages for overtime
work, shall be not less than the prevailing hourly rate of wages being paid to workmen and apprentices for work
of the same or similar character in the locality; provided, however, that in no event shall the prevailing rate of
wages for overtime work be less than time and a half the basic hourly rate of pay for straight time. If there is not
a sufficient number of competent workmen engaged in work of the same or similar character within the locality,
the Board may use the nearest established location from which such workmen may be obtained in sufficient
numbers to perform the work to make the determination. The Board shall forthwith give notice by mail of all
determinations of prevailing wage rates made pursuant to this Section to any labor organizations which request
the Board to do so. The public body shall specify in the call for bids for every contract what is the prevailing
hourly rate of wages, including the prevailing rate of wages for overtime work in the locality for the various
classifications of workmen and apprentices needed to execute the contract; and such schedules of the prevailing
hourly rate of wages shall be attached to and made a part of the contract for the work.
(b)
It shall be mandatory upon the contractor to whom the contract is awarded, and upon any subcontractor under
him, to pay not less than the specified rates to all workmen and apprentices employed by them in the execution
of the contract. The public body awarding the contract shall cause to be inserted in the contract a stipulation to
the effect that not less than the prevailing hourly rate of wages shall be paid to all workmen and apprentices
performing work under the contract. It shall also require in all the contractor's bonds that the contractor include
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such provisions as will guarantee the faithful performance of the prevailing hourly wage clause as provided by
contract.
(c)
Nothing in this Division shall be construed to prohibit the payment to any workman or apprentice employed on
any public work of more than the prevailing rate of wages. Nothing in this Division shall be construed to limit
the hours of work which may be performed by any workman or apprentice in any particular period of time.
(d)
The provisions of the Division shall not apply to public works if the federal government or any of its agencies
furnishes by loan or grant all or any part of the funds used in the construction of such public works, provided the
public works require a prevailing wage determination by the United States Secretary of Labor. If only a portion
of a particular public work or public works requires a prevailing wage determination by the United States
Secretary of Labor, the provisions of this Division shall apply to the remainder of said public work or public
works. In the event that the provisions of the federal Davis-Bacon Act are suspended as authorized by Section 6
of said Act, then the County Executive may suspend the provisions of this Division during the period of such
suspension of the Davis-Bacon Act with respect to any public work or public works upon which the United
States Secretary of Labor would have been required to make a prevailing wage determination; and, if so
suspended by the County Executive, the provisions of this Division shall not be applicable to such public work
or public works; provided that if only a portion of a particular public work or public works requires a prevailing
wage determination by the United States Secretary of Labor, the County Executive may suspend the provisions
of this Division with respect to that portion only or with respect to the entire particular public work or public
works in his discretion.
(e)
In determining such rates, the Board shall ascertain and consider the applicable wage rates established by
collective bargaining agreements and such rates as may have been predetermined for federal and Maryland State
public works, within the locality and in the nearest labor market area. Where such rates do not constitute the
rates actually prevailing in the locality, the Board shall obtain and consider further data from the labor
organizations and employers or employer associations concerned, including the recognized collective bargaining
representatives for the particular craft, classification or type of work involved. The rate fixed for each craft,
classification or type of work shall be not less than the prevailing rate paid in such craft, classification or type of
work.
(CB-116-1974; CB-31-1975; CB-1-2003 effective July 1, 2004)
Sec. 2-250. - Reconsideration of wage rate determination.
(a)
Any employer or group of employers engaged in public works construction, any labor organization which is the
representative of any classification of workmen, or any agency of the public body which authorizes public work
within ten (10) days after notice of the determination of any prevailing wage rate or rates pursuant to Section 2249(a) hereof, may file with the Board a verified petition, which sets forth the facts upon which it is based, to
reconsider the determination of such prevailing wage rate or rates. The Board, upon notice to the petitioner,
those agencies of the public body which authorize public work, and the recognized collective bargaining
representatives for the particular classifications involved, and also to all persons entitled to receive notice
pursuant to Section 2-249(a) hereof, shall institute an investigation and hold a public hearing within twenty (20)
days after the filing of such petition. The Board, at its discretion, may hear each petition separately or
consolidate for hearing any two (2) or more petitions. At the hearing, the Board shall introduce in evidence the
investigation it instituted and the other facts which were considered at the time of the original determination
which formed the basis for its determination. The Board or any interested parties thereafter may introduce any
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evidence that is material to the issues. Within ten (10) days of the conclusion of the hearing, the Board shall
make a determination and transmit it, in writing, to the agencies of the public body which authorize public work
and to the interested parties. Such determination shall be final.
(b)
Upon receipt by any agency of the public body which authorizes public work of the notice of the filing of a
petition, such agency shall extend the closing date for the submission of bids on any pending contract until five
(5) days after the determination of the prevailing wage rates pursuant to this Section and the publication of such
findings.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-251. - Payment of prevailing wages.
(a)
Not less than the prevailing hourly rate of wages for work of the same or a similar character in the locality in
which the work is performed and not less than the prevailing hourly rate of wages for overtime work shall be
paid to all workmen and apprentices employed on public works. Workmen and apprentices employed by
contractors and subcontractors in the execution of any contract for public work are deemed to be employed on
public work. Employees of a public body are deemed not to be employed on public work.
(b)
No person, firm, or corporation shall violate the wage provisions of any contract contemplated herein or suffer,
or require any employee to work for less than the rate of wages so fixed, or violate any of the provisions
contained herein. Where workmen or apprentices are employed and their rate of wages has been determined as
provided herein, no person, either for himself or any other person, shall request or demand either before or after
the workman is engaged, that the workman pay back, return, donate, contribute, or give any part or all of the
workman's wages, salary, or thing of value, to any person, upon the statement, representation, or understanding
that failure to comply with the request or demand will prevent the workman from procuring or retaining
employment; and no person, directly or indirectly, shall pay, request, or authorize any other person to violate this
Section.
(c)
All contractors and subcontractors required herein to pay not less than the prevailing rate of wages shall make
full payment of such wages unconditionally and without subsequent rebate and without any deduction for food,
sleeping accommodations, transportation, use of small tools, or any other thing of any kind or description,
except deductions which must be made by law or which are required or permitted by collective bargaining
agreements between a bona fide labor organization and the contractor or subcontractor. This paragraph does not
apply if the employer and employee enter into an agreement in writing at the beginning of any term of
employment covering deductions for food, sleeping accommodations, or other similar items, provided the
agreement is submitted by the employer to the public body awarding the contract and is approved by the public
body as fair and reasonable.
(d)
If any workman or apprentice is paid less than the compensation to which he is entitled hereunder, the contractor
shall make restitution to the affected employee for the amount due within five (5) working days after notice
thereof by the public body or employee and shall thereafter be liable to the public body for liquidated damages at
the rate of Ten Dollars ($10.00) per day for each employee so underpaid. Each day of violation shall constitute a
separate violation.
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(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-252. - Payrolls and basic records.
(a)
A copy of the prevailing hourly rate of wages shall be kept posted by the contractor at the site of the work in a
prominent place where it can easily be seen and read by the workers. In the event a copy of such prevailing
hourly rate of wages shall not be so posted, the contractor may be liable to the public body for liquidated
damages at the rate of Ten Dollars ($10.00) per day for each day on which the rates are not posted. Each day of
violation shall constitute a separate violation.
(b)
Payroll records shall be maintained in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Board. The records
required to be kept shall be open to inspection by any authorized representative of the public body or the Board
at any reasonable time and as often as necessary.
(c)
The contractor shall submit two (2) complete copies of payroll records and the payroll records of each of his
subcontractors, in a form prescribed by regulations established by the Board, one (1) copy to be sent to the
agency of the public body which authorized the public work, the other to the Board, where they will be available
for inspection by the public during regular business hours. The contractor shall be responsible for the submission
of all subcontractors' payroll records covering work performed directly at the work site. Each copy of the payroll
records shall be accompanied by a statement signed by the contractor or the subcontractor, as the case may be,
indicating that the payroll records are correct, that the wage rates contained therein are not less than those
established by the Board as set forth in the contract, that the classification set forth for each workman or
apprentice conforms with the work he performed, and that the contractor or the subcontractor, as the case may
be, has complied with the provisions of this Division.
(d)
If the contractor is delinquent in submitting his or any of his subcontractors' payroll records which shall be
submitted within fourteen (14) working days after the end of each payroll period, processing of partial payment
estimates may be held in abeyance pending receipt of the payroll records. In addition, if the contractor is
delinquent in submitting his or any of his subcontractors' payroll records, the contractor shall be liable to the
public body for liquidated damages in the amount of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each calendar day that the payroll
records are late.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-253. - Hours of work.
Eight (8) hours shall constitute a regular day's work for all workmen and apprentices employed on public works.
Work in excess of eight (8) hours in any one (1) calendar day, work in excess of forty (40) hours in any calendar
week exclusive of overtime and work performed on Sundays and legal holidays, as recognized by Prince
George's County, shall constitute overtime work.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-253.01. - Use of competent workmen and apprentices.
(a)
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On any public works to which this Division applies, only competent workmen and apprentices of the trades,
crafts, and occupations shall be employed by the contractor and all subcontractors on the public works, provided
that the use of apprentices and the ratio of journeymen to apprentices for each craft involved, shall conform to
the apprenticeship programs approved by the Bureau of Apprenticeship Training of the U.S. Department of
Labor, and as registered with the Maryland Apprenticeship Council, Department of Labor and Industry.
(b)
Nothing in this Division prevents the employment of laborers to perform work not ordinarily performed by a
skilled mechanic or his apprentice of the trade, craft, or occupation, but no person receiving a rate of pay which
is the prevailing rate of wages for skilled mechanic or apprentice of such trade, craft, or occupation.
(c)
Where a laborer performs the work ordinarily performed by any skilled mechanic or his apprentice, he shall be
paid for the entire time he has performed such work at the rate of wages applicable to a skilled mechanic; and in
the event of such underpayment, restitution shall be made by the contractor to said employee within five (5)
working days after notice by the public body or employee, and thereafter, the contractor may be liable to the
public body for liquidated damages in an amount not to exceed Ten Dollars ($10.00) per day for each such
violation. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate violation.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-253.02. - Enforcement.
(a)
It shall be the responsibility of the agency awarding the contract to promptly examine all weekly project payrolls
submitted by contractors and subcontractors working upon the job site for compliance with the provisions of this
Division and the regulations promulgated in pursuance thereof and to report any irregularities to the Board that
the employer has failed to correct.
(b)
The Board shall determine whether there has been compliance with the provisions of this Division and the
regulations promulgated thereunder, and contained in the contract. The contractor and subcontractors shall
permit representatives or designees of the Board to observe work being performed upon the work site, to
interview employees and to examine the books and records relating to the payrolls on the project to determine
the correctness of classifications, ratios of apprentices to journeymen and payment of proper regular and
overtime rates as required. Complaints of alleged violations shall be investigated promptly and statements,
written or oral, made by an employee shall be treated as confidential and shall not be disclosed to his employer
without the consent of the employee.
(c)
If the Board determines that any of the provisions of this Division may have been violated, the Board shall
immediately notify the public body interested, which shall withhold payment on account thereof, due the
contractor or the subcontractor constructing said public works in an amount sufficient:
(1)
To pay the workmen and apprentices employed by the contractor or any subcontractor the full amount of wages
required by the provisions of this Division; and
(2)
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To satisfy any liability of any contractor for liquidated damages as provided herein, pending a final
determination.
(d)
Within thirty (30) days after an investigation has been completed, the Board shall advise in writing the interested
contractors or subcontractors of its findings and their right to a hearing with respect to the matters complained
of. The Board in such a hearing shall be deemed to be acting in a quasi-judicial capacity and shall have the right
to issue subpoenas, administer oaths, and examine witnesses. The hearing shall be expeditiously conducted, and
upon such hearing, the Board shall determine the issues thereon and shall make and file an order in its office
stating such determination and forthwith serve a copy of such order, together with notice of filing, upon the
public body interested, and the parties to such proceeding, either personally or by mail.
(e)
Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary herein, the Board shall have the authority to make the final
determination as to the amount of restitution and may assess liquidated damages for violations of the provisions
of this Division if it deems proper to do so under the circumstances. In assessing liquidated damages, the Board
shall consider the employers reasons for violation.
(1)
Where the violation was due to indifference, poor bookkeeping practices, nonfeasance or negligence, the Board
shall assess the maximum assessment provided therefore in this Division.
(2)
Where the employer asserts, prior to or within five (5) working days after notice of violation, a reasonable legal
basis for his position, the Board shall not assess any damages.
(3)
In all other cases, the Board shall weigh the reasons and legal arguments advanced by the employer and assess
the damages in accordance to the degree of justification given for the violation.
(f)
Upon the entry and service of the Board order, the public body shall pay to the workmen and apprentices the full
amount of wages due and shall satisfy the liquidated damages, as determined by the Board, from the monies due
the contractor and subcontractor.
(g)
It shall be lawful for any contractor to withhold from any subcontractor under him sufficient sums to cover any
amounts of money withheld from him pursuant to this Section by the awarding body on account of said
subcontractor's failure to comply with the provisions of this Division, and if payment has already been made to
him, the contractor may recover said sums from him in a suit at law.
(h)
Following investigation as provided herein, the Board shall file with the County Purchasing Agent a list of the
contractors and subcontractors whom it finds have willfully violated this Division, and such contractors or
subcontractors shall be prohibited from contracting directly or indirectly with any public body for the
construction of any public works or from performing any work on the same as a contractor or subcontractor for a
period of one (1) year from the date the list is filed with the County Purchasing Agent. No public body shall
award a contract for a public works to any such contractor or subcontractor during the one (1) year period. The
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filing of the list with the County Purchasing Agent shall be notice to all public bodies and their officers,
officials, members, agents and representatives.
(CB-116-1974; CB-31-1975)
Sec. 2-253.03. - Right of action for wages.
Any workman or apprentice employed by the contractor or any subcontractor who is paid less than the stipulated
prevailing hourly wage rates for work done under the contract shall have a right of action to recover the
difference between the amounts so paid and the wage rates provided by the contract, and an action brought to
recover same shall be deemed to be a suit for wages, and any and all judgments entered therein shall have the
same force and effect as other judgments for wages. It shall not be a defense to such an action that the
underpayments were received by said workman or apprentice without protests, either oral or in writing, against
the amount thereof, and the lack or failure of protest shall not be a bar to recovery of the difference between the
amounts paid and the wage rates provided by the contract.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-253.04. - Rules and regulations.
The Board is hereby authorized and empowered to make any and all rules and regulations from time to time that
may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Division.
(CB-116-1974)
Sec. 2-253.05. - Suspension of provisions.
In the event of an emergency, the County Executive is hereby authorized, by Executive Order, to suspend the
provisions of this Division, in whole or in part. The meaning of the word emergency as used herein means a
pressing necessity or any event or combination of circumstances in the administration of provisions of this
Division, which calls for immediate action or remedy in order to protect or advance the interests of the County
government. Any such Executive Order shall clearly and specifically describe the nature of the alleged
emergency. For any such Executive Order to become effective, it shall be submitted by the County Executive to
the County Council for approval thereof. If the County Council fails to take final action on any such Executive
Order within seven (7) calendar days after the date of receipt thereof from the County Executive, then such
Executive Order shall stand approved.
(CB-31-1975)
DIVISION 14A. - BUILDING CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE.
Sec. 2-253.06. - Definitions.
(a)
Building Contractor. The term "building contractor" shall mean any person, firm, copartnership, association, or
corporation, or other organization or combination thereof that for a fixed price, commission, fee, or percentage
accepts or offers to accept, orders or contracts for performing or superintending the building or construction of
any building or structure that is designed to be used as a residence or dwelling, or who constructs for sale any
new building or structure for occupancy as a residence or dwelling.
(b)
Director. The term "Director" shall mean the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
160/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Fraudulent Advertising. The term "fraudulent advertising" shall mean advertising of any oral or written means
which purports to provide facilities for the use of a new home, to include tennis courts, swimming pools, golf
courses, stables, and any other recreational uses which may induce an individual or individuals to purchase a
new home and further that such facilities are not actually provided within one year after time of purchase or at
such time as specified in the advertisement.
(d)
New Home Warranty. The term "new home warranty" shall mean a series of written promises made by a
building contractor against defects in materials and workmanship which meets the requirements of the Title 10,
Subtitle 6, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time.
(e)
Person. The term "person" shall include any person, firm, copartnership, corporation, association, or other
organization or combination thereof.
(CB-77-1972; CB-53-1973; CB-107-1973; CB-49-1984; CB-11-1995; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013;
CB-27-2014)
Sec. 2-253.07. - Registration and license required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business or act in the capacity of a building contractor as
defined herein within Prince George's County without first being registered and having a license issued as
provided in this Division.
(CB-77-1972)
Sec. 2-253.08. - Board of registration.
(a)
A board of registration for building contractors is hereby created. The board shall consist of seven (7) members,
all of whom shall be appointed by the County Executive subject to Council confirmation pursuant to the Charter.
Three (3) members of the board shall be members of a recognized association of home builders. Three (3)
members shall not have an active interest in the building and construction field. One member shall be a
representative of the County Council. At least four (4) of the appointments, including the three (3) non-industry
members and the Council representative, shall be selected from a list of persons submitted by the County
Council.
(b)
The members of the first board shall be appointed for the following terms: two (2) members for one (1) year,
two (2) members for two (2) years and one (1) member for three (3) years. On the expiration of the term of any
member, the Executive shall appoint or reappoint members for terms of two (2) years. Each member shall hold
office until the expiration of his term or until a successor shall have been duly appointed and shall have
qualified.
(c)
Each member of the board shall be a resident of Prince George's County. The Director or his designated agent
shall serve as an ex officio member of the board.
(d)
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The board shall elect from its members a chairman, vice chairman and secretary. The chairman shall be selected
from among the members without an active interest in the building and construction field. In exercising its
powers and duties under this Division, not less than four (4) members shall constitute a quorum. The board shall
keep minutes of its proceedings and meetings. All decisions of the board shall be in written form with findings.
For assistance in reaching decisions, the board may request technical assistance, advice, data, or factual evidence
from the County or other governmental agency. The board shall submit to the Executive an annual report of its
proceedings.
(e)
There may be appointed and assigned to the board such employees, and the County Executive shall make
available to the board such services and facilities of the County, as are necessary or appropriate for the proper
performance of its duties as determined by the Executive, and the County Attorney shall serve as counsel to the
board.
(CB-77-1972; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979; CB-93-2004)
Sec. 2-253.09. - Application; fee; qualifications.
(a)
The Director shall maintain a register for the board of all applicants for licenses and all licensees, in such form
as the board shall require.
(b)
Any person desiring to be licensed as a building contractor in Prince George's County shall make and file with
the Director a written application on a form approved by the board. Each application shall be accompanied by
the application fee prescribed in the Table of Fees. The applicant shall furnish information which shall remain
confidential for use of the board only as to the applicant's character references and financial responsibility, such
responsibility may be shown by one or more of the following: Bank business reference and past record with
lending institutions, financial statements, credit rating from an independent credit rating institution, bond, or
other evidence of financial responsibility which the board exercises its expertise in the building field may find
sufficient. The bond to be used to satisfy the requirement of financial responsibility shall be in the amount of
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). The bond shall be conditioned that the licensee shall perform all work done
by the applicant in the County in accordance with the Building Code and laws of the County and State. The
County or any person damaged by failure of the licensee to comply with such Code and laws may proceed
against such bond in any court of competent jurisdiction. The bonding provision may be satisfied if the applicant
has obtained a bond in at least the amount of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) in connection with an organized
program approved by the board which provides the same protection to the public set forth herein.
(c)
The applicant shall also furnish information as to the applicant's experience and/or training and education, or the
experience and/or training and education of the applicant's associates, construction superintendent, or other
principal employee or employees in the building trade, as the board shall require. With the exception of those
contractors who build exclusively rental multifamily dwellings, all applicants shall provide evidence,
satisfactory to the board, of participation in a new home warranty security plan which meets the requirements of
Title 10, Subtitle 6, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time. Any
license issued for building rental multifamily dwellings exclusively shall be identified in a manner acceptable to
the Director.
(d)
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Before the issuance of a license, the Director shall ascertain from official sources the applicant's record of
compliance with the laws of the State of Maryland and Prince George's County. The board may request further
information from the Director or other sources, make independent investigations and conduct examination of the
applicant, at its discretion. On the basis of the foregoing, it shall be the board's duty, within a period of thirty
(30) days from the date of the board meeting next following the date the application is received, unless the time
is extended for good cause, to certify to the Director whether the applicant and the applicant's organization are
qualified to comply with the building code and laws of the County and State, to perform fully the applicant's
building contracts, and should be licensed, and to notify the applicant. Before denying the issuance of a license,
the board shall afford the applicant an opportunity for a hearing to show cause why the applicant's application
should not be denied. The board shall give such applicant at least ten (10) days notice in writing of such hearing
by personal service or by certified mail to the last address on file with this board and such notice shall state the
intended grounds of denial. In no case shall denial of certification be unreasonable and a denial shall be in
writing stating the reason, and shall be personally served or mailed by certified mail to the address on the
application. Any denial may be appealed to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County by filing a notice of
appeal with the Clerk of the Court within the time period specified in the Court rules for appeals from
administrative agency.
(CB-77-1972; CB-44-1974; CB-11-1995; CB-52-1995; CB-10-2000; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 2-253.10. - Issuance; fee.
The Director shall issue a license to applicants who have paid their license fee and have been certified by the
board of registration.
(CB-77-1972)
Sec. 2-253.11. - Term of licenses; renewals.
Licenses issued under this Division shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and may be renewed
upon application to the Director. Applicants for renewal shall pay to the County at the time of filing such
application the fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
(CB-77-1972; CB-44-1974)
Sec. 2-253.12. - Display; duplicates.
Holders of licenses issued under this Division shall display the same in a prominent place at their place of
business and, upon demand, shall give the number of the license to any person who shall demand the same. If
any license is lost, defaced or destroyed, the licensee may obtain a duplicate upon application to the Director and
payment of a fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00).
(CB-77-1972)
Sec. 2-253.13. - Renewal; revocation or suspension of license.
The board shall have the power to revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew the license of any licensee who shall be
found guilty of any one or more of the following acts or omissions:
(a)
Fraud or deceit in obtaining a license.
(b)
Abiding, abetting or knowingly combining or conspiring with an unlicensed person with the intent to evade the
provisions of this Division.
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(c)
Willful and deliberate violation of the building code and laws of the County or State of Maryland.
(d)
Abandonment or willful failure to perform, without justification, any contract for construction of a building or
structure that is designed to be used as a residence or dwelling place; or willful deviation from or disregard of
plans or specifications in any material respect without consent of the owner.
(e)
Failure in any material respect to comply with the provisions of this Division and other laws and to correct
promptly upon notice any failure to comply with the building code or laws of the County and State.
(f)
Diversion of funds or property received for a specified purpose in the prosecution or completion of any
construction project, or operation and their application or use for any other project or operation, obligation or
purpose with intent to defraud or deceive creditors or the owners.
(g)
Upon finding by the board that the licensee lacks good moral character or is not financially responsible.
In matters dealing with complaints of defects in construction, the Director will investigate said complaints, and,
if the complaints are found to be justified in the opinion of the Director, shall give the licensee one (1) month to
correct said defects or until the weather, season, or availability of parts permits correction. Failure to correct
such defects shall be reported to the board, which board shall have the power to revoke, suspend or refuse to
renew a license upon a finding that a major structural defect or irregularity is involved. Determination of such
defect or irregularity shall be based upon the common usages and practices in the building industry within the
County.
Before revoking, suspending or refusing to renew any license, the board shall afford the licensee an opportunity
for hearing to show cause why his license should not be revoked, suspended or the renewal thereof refused. The
board shall give such licensee at least ten (10) days notice in writing of such hearing by personal service or by
certified mail to the last address on file with the board and such notice shall state the complaint and violation.
Any person aggrieved by any action of the board may appeal to the Circuit Court of Prince George's County by
filing a notice of such appeal with the Clerk of the Court within the time period specified in the court rules for
appeals from administrative agency.
(h)
Upon a finding by the board that the licensee or his authorized agent is guilty of fraudulent advertisement and
has unreasonably failed to supply the facilities advertised.
(CB-77-1972; CB-44-1974; CB-107-1973)
Sec. 2-253.14. - Administration.
This Division shall be administered by the Director.
(CB-77-1972; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995)
Sec. 2-253.15. - Permits.
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Building permits for a residence or dwelling (except under Section 2-253.16.) shall not be issued to any person
except a duly licensed building contractor or his duly authorized agents under the provisions of this Division.
(CB-77-1982; CB-44-1974)
Sec. 2-253.16. - Applicability.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall apply only to construction work within the purview of the building code
and laws of the County and the State. Fees paid shall not be refunded for any reason.
(b)
A license shall not be required for a person who constructs or builds a building or structure that is designed to be
used as a residence or dwelling place for his own or immediate family's use provided such person appears before
the board and demonstrates to the board that such contract is for his own use or that of his immediate family. In
making the determination, the board shall consider matters such as ownership of the land, length of time land
was owned, financial arrangements, as well as other matters which the board determines from their expertise in
the building field. Such person shall sign a statement that said work or construction for which the permit is
sought will be done for himself or his immediate family. Any person who signs such statement in order to evade
the provisions of this Division requiring construction by a licensed contractor, or any person who performs work
as a building contractor as defined herein without a license shall be in violation of this Division.
(CB-77-1972; CB-44-1974)
Sec. 2-253.17. - Compliance with building code.
Nothing in this Division shall be construed to exempt any construction work in the County from complying with
the requirements of the building code.
(CB-77-1972)
Sec. 2-253.18. - Violations and penalty.
Any person who shall violate the provisions of this Division by doing business within the County as a building
contractor as defined herein without a license or after a license shall have been suspended or revoked shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment of not more than six (6) months, or both.
(CB-77-1972)
Sec. 2-253.19. through Sec. 2-253.49. - Reserved.
DIVISION 14B. - MASTER ELECTRICIAN, JOURNEYMAN ELECTRICIAN, APPRENTICE
ELECTRICIAN, AND ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR LICENSES.
Sec. 2-253.50. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words, terms, and phrases shall have the meanings given herein:
(1)
Apprentice Electrician means an individual licensed under this Division who is principally employed by the
Electrical Contractor or Electrical Contractor, Limited, and works under the direct supervision of a Journeyman
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Electrician, Master Electrician, or Master Electrician, Limited, to ensure that the work meets minimum code
requirements.
(2)
Associate Master means an individual licensed under this Division as a Master and who acts as an additional
Master to a licensed contractor and who is principally employed and represents the Electrical Contractor and
who personally supervises, directs, and assures the work meets minimum code requirements.
(3)
Associate Master Limited means a person licensed under this Division as a Limited Master and who acts as an
additional Master Limited to a licensed Limited Contractor and who holds the same type of limited license as the
contractor and who personally supervises, directs, and assures work of a limited type (such as, but not limited to,
burglar holdup alarms, communications, elevators, gas pumps, heating and air conditioning, remote control
signaling, signs, or x-rays) meets the minimum code requirements.
(4)
Board means the Board of Registration for Master Electricians and Electrical Contractors.
(5)
Department means the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(6)
Director means the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee.
(7)
Electric Light Company means any public service company, which owns any electric plant and transmits, sells,
or distributes electricity or generates electricity for distribution or sale.
(8)
Electric Railway Company means every common carrier by rail, powered by electricity.
(9)
Electrical Contractor means a person licensed under this Division to engage in the business of contracting to
perform electrical work.
(10)
Electrical Contractor, Limited means a person licensed under this Division to engage in the business of
contracting to perform electrical work of a limited type (such as, but not limited to, burglar and holdup alarms,
communications, elevators, gas pumps, heating and air conditioning, remote control, signaling, signs, or x-rays),
which may be a part of an occupation or business licensed or regulated by the County Code or State law, or as an
incidental part of a business or occupation for which the Board has determined the licensee's knowledge.
(11)
Electrical Subcontractor means an Electrical Contractor licensed under this Division that engages in the business
of subcontracting to perform electrical work.
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(12)
Electrical Subcontractor, Limited means an Electrical Contractor licensed under this Division that engages in the
business of subcontracting to perform electrical work of a limited type, such as, but not limited to, burglar and
holdup alarms, communications, elevators, gas pumps, heating and air conditioning, remote control, signaling,
signs or x-rays, which may be a part of an occupation or business licensed or regulated by the County Code or
State law, or as an incidental part of a business or occupation for which the Board has determined the licensee's
knowledge.
(13)
Electrical work means the installation, erection, or repair of:
(A)
Electrical wires or conductors to be used for the transmission of electric power for communications, electric
light, heat, or other power-consuming purposes;
(B)
Moldings, ducts, raceways, or other conduits for the reception or protection of such wires or conductors; or
(C)
Any electrical machinery, fixed appliance, or other device, fixture, or associated hardware to be used for
communications, light, heat, or other power-consuming purposes if directly connected to the power supply by a
permanent connection.
(14)
Inactive License means a Master Electrician's or Master Limited Electrician's license when the licensee has
ceased working the trade but desires to preserve the right to become active again without taking the examination
by making application for such license and by paying the biennial renewal fees. Reactivation of license requires
payment of normal licensee fee as prescribed in Section 2-253.55(c).
(15)
Journeyman Electrician means an individual licensed under this Division who has been regularly and principally
engaged in electrical work for a period of not less than four years under the direct supervision of a licensed
Master Electrician.
(16)
Master Electrician means an individual licensed under this Division who is principally employed by and
represents the Electrical Contractor and who personally supervises, directs, and assures the work meets
minimum Code requirements.
(17)
Master Electrician, Limited means a person licensed under this Division who is principally employed by the
Electrical Contractor Limited he represents and who personally supervises, directs, and assures the work of a
limited type (such as, but not limited to, burglar and holdup alarms, communications, elevators, gas pumps,
heating and air conditioning, remote control signaling, signs, or x-rays), which meets minimum Code
requirements.
(18)
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Telegraph Company means any public service company which owns or leases telephone lines for the reception,
transmission, or communication of messages by telegraph, or which lets, licenses, or sells telegraphic
communications.
(CB-109-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-58-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-40-2000; CB-22-2001;
CB-18-2013)
Sec. 2-253.51. - Licenses required; violations.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business or act in the capacity of an Electrical Contractor,
Electrical Subcontractor, Electrical Contractor, Limited, or Electrical Subcontractor, Limited, in Prince George's
County without obtaining and maintaining a valid license issued under this Division, and employing a Master
Electrician, Master Electrician, Limited, Journeyman Electrician, or Apprentice Electrician, as appropriate.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business or act in the capacity of a Master Electrician,
Master Electrician, Limited, Journeyman Electrician, or Apprentice Electrician without obtaining and
maintaining a valid license issued under this Division.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person licensed under this Division as an Electrical Contractor, Limited, to contract
to perform electrical work of any type not included in his license.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any person licensed as a Master Electrician, Limited, to engage in the business of
supervising, directing, or performing electrical work of any type not authorized by his license.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any person licensed under this Division as a Journeyman Electrician or Apprentice
Electrician to contract to perform electrical work of any type.
(f)
Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment of not more
than six (6) months, or both.
(CB-109-1979; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.52. - Board of Registration for Master Electricians, Journeyman Electricians, Apprentice Electricians,
Electrical Contractors, and Electrical Subcontractors.
(a)
A Board of Registration for Master Electricians, Journeyman Electricians, Apprentice Electricians, and
Electrical Contractors is hereby created. The Board shall consist of five (5) members who shall be appointed by
the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. The Board shall include two (2) members who are
Master Electricians, one (1) member who is an Electrical Contractor, and two (2) members of the public with no
pecuniary interest in any business engaged in electrical work or related fields.
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(b)
Upon the expiration of the term of any member, the County Executive shall appoint or reappoint members,
subject to confirmation by the Council, for terms of two (2) years. At the time of the appointment, the County
Executive shall designate the Chairman of the Board, who shall be one of the public members. Each member
shall hold office until the expiration of his term or until a successor shall have been duly appointed and shall
have qualified.
(c)
Each member of the Board shall be a resident of Prince George's County. The Director or the Director's
designated agent shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Board.
(d)
The Board shall elect from its members a Vice-Chairman and Secretary. The Board shall keep minutes of its
proceedings and meetings. Not less than three (3) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. All decisions
of the Board shall be in writing and shall include all findings made by the Board. For assistance in reaching
decisions, the Board may request technical assistance, advice, data or factual evidence from the Department or
other governmental agency. The Board shall submit to the County Executive an annual report of its proceedings.
(e)
The Board shall hear and determine all appeals from decisions of the Chief Electrical Inspector. The Board may,
in conformance with the law, reverse, affirm or modify, wholly or in part, any decision from which an appeal is
taken.
(f)
The Director shall make available to the Board such services and facilities as are necessary for the proper
performance of its duties. The Office of Law shall provide legal counsel to the Board. The Board shall
promulgate rules of procedure for the conduct of hearings. The rules of procedure shall be subject to the
approval of the County Executive.
(CB-109-1979; CB-51-1985; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.53. - License application procedure; requirements.
(a)
The Director shall maintain a register for the Board of all applicants for electrical licenses in such form as the
Board shall require.
(b)
Any person desiring to be licensed as an Electrical Contractor, Electrical Contractor, Limited, Electrical
Subcontractor, or Electrical Subcontractor, Limited, shall make and file with the Director a notarized, written
application on a form approved by the Board, together with a nonrefundable application fee as prescribed in the
Table of Fees, and a copy of a current Maryland construction license where insurance of not less than Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) per occurrence, and required by State law. The applicant shall provide
proof of ownership of bodily injury liability and property damage liability insurance of not less than Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) per occurrence, or equivalent self-insurance. The application shall
include information as to the trade name and place of business of the person desiring to be licensed, and the
name and license number of the Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited, employed by the Electrical
Contractor, Electrical Contractor, Limited, Electrical Subcontractor, or Electrical Subcontractor, Limited, or his
firm to supervise and personally be responsible for electrical work performed under contract of the Electrical
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Contractor or Subcontractor. The firm shall notify the Board within five (5) working days of the name and
license number of any person other than the persons named in the original license or renewal license application
as the Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited, employed by the firm.
(c)
Any individual desiring to be licensed as a Master Electrician shall make and file with the Director a notarized,
written application on a form approved by the Board, together with a nonrefundable application fee as prescribed
in the Table of Fees, including:
(1)
Application. Every applicant shall include in the application two (2) identical 1" by 1.5" transferable front-faced
photos and information as to pertinent experience and education. An applicant shall have been regularly and
principally employed or engaged in electrical work either by the government or under the direction and
supervision of a Master Electrician, or a combination thereof, for not less than seven (7) years. An applicant
employed by the government shall submit affidavits from qualified supervisory personnel certifying the
applicant's seven (7) years of experience in electrical work. The Board may accept an educational equivalent for
not more than two (2) years of employment experience required of any applicant.
(2)
Examination. Every applicant shall take a written examination prepared and administered by the Board to test
the applicant's knowledge of electrical work and the theory of electricity. An applicant must complete the
examination in a manner satisfactory to the Board in order to be licensed.
(3)
License Fee. Prior to issuance of a first year license following passing of the qualifying examination, each
applicant shall remit the amount prescribed in the Table of Fees to cover the cost of the first year license.
(d)
Any individual desiring to be licensed as a Master Electrician, Limited, shall make and file with the Director a
notarized, written application on a form approved by the Board, together with a nonrefundable fee as prescribed
in the Table of Fees for each examination, including:
(1)
Application. Every applicant shall include in the application two (2) identical 1" × 1.5" transferable front-faced
photos and information as to pertinent experience and education. An applicant shall have been regularly and
principally employed or engaged in electrical work either by the government or under the direction and
supervision of a Master Electrician; or in electrical work of the particular type applied for, under the direction
and supervision of Master Electrician, Limited, or a combination thereof, for not less than four (4) years. An
applicant employed by the government shall submit affidavits from qualified supervisory personnel certifying
the applicant's four (4) years of experience in electrical work or electrical work of a limited type. The Board may
accept an education equivalent for not more than two (2) years of employment experience required of any
applicant.
(2)
Examination. Every applicant shall take an examination prepared and administered by the Board to test the
applicant's knowledge of electrical work of a particular type, and of the Electrical Code and its application to
that particular type of electrical work. An applicant must complete the examination in a manner satisfactory to
the Board in order to be licensed.
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(3)
License Fee. Prior to issuance of a first year license following passing of the qualifying examination, each
applicant shall remit the fee prescribed in the Table of Fees to cover the cost of the first year license.
(4)
Where the limited license is incidental to a business or occupation requiring testing or proof of competency as a
condition of a license, the applicant shall supply proof of license in such business or occupation. Where such
business or occupation is unlicensed, the applicant shall supply proof of education experience in such business
or occupation.
(e)
Any individual desiring to be licensed as a Journeyman Electrician shall make and file with the Director a
notarized, written application on a form approved by the Board, together with a nonrefundable fee as prescribed
in the Table of Fees, including:
(1)
Application. Every applicant shall include in the application information as to pertinent experience and
education. An applicant shall have been regularly and principally employed or engaged in electrical work, either
by the government or under direction and supervision of a Master Electrician, or a combination thereof, for not
less than four (4) years. An applicant employed by the government shall submit affidavits from qualified
supervisory personnel certifying the applicant's four (4) years of experience in electrical work.
(2)
Submit with:
(A)
Two identical 1" × 1.5" transferable front-faced photos; and
(B)
Letters of verification of employment on company letterhead, signed by the Master Electrician of the company.
(3)
If the Master for the company is not licensed in Prince George's County, the Master must include the Master's
license number and the name of the jurisdiction from which the license was obtained.
(4)
Letter(s) of verification must indicate specific dates of employment.
(5)
Upon a determination by the Board that the applicant is eligible to take the qualifying examination, written
notice will be forwarded to the applicant designating the time and place of the examination.
(6)
Upon a determination by the Board that the applicant is not eligible to take the qualifying examination, written
notice will be forwarded to the applicant. Upon proper notice, the applicant may appear at a subsequent meeting
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of the Electrical Board to give further information regarding the applicant's qualifications.
(7)
License Fee. Prior to the issuance of a first year license and subsequent to passing the qualifying examination,
each applicant shall remit the fee prescribed in the Table of Fees to cover the costs of the first two-year license.
The applicant will then be issued an Identification Card which shall be carried at all times while working on sites
within the area of Prince George's County under the jurisdiction of this office.
(8)
The license is renewable every two (2) years.
(f)
Any individual desiring to be licensed as an Apprentice Electrician shall make and file with the Director a
notarized, written application on a form approved by the Board, together with a nonrefundable fee as prescribed
in the Table of Fees, including:
(1)
Application. Every applicant shall include in the application information as to pertinent experience and
education or present Apprentice Electrician program in which the applicant is enrolled. No examination is
required to register as an Apprentice Electrician.
(2)
License Fee. Prior to issuance of a license, each applicant shall remit an additional fee prescribed in the Table of
Fees to cover the cost of the first two-year license.
(g)
An applicant shall notify the Board of any proceeding pending or instituted against the applicant for a
commission of any crime involving moral turpitude, or for a violation of the Electrical Code, or any law of the
County or State of Maryland related to the performance of electrical work. Upon termination of such
proceeding, the applicant shall notify the Board of the result of the proceeding.
(CB-109-1979; CB-109-1980; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-52-1995; CB-40-2000; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 2-253.54. - Issuance of licenses; restrictions.
(a)
The Board shall review all applications for issuance and renewal of licenses, including all pertinent information
and recommendations from the Director and other sources related to the applications.
(1)
The Board may deny an application for issuance or renewal of a license upon review of the applicant's record of
compliance with the laws of the State of Maryland and Prince George's County. The Director shall obtain that
record from official sources, and forward it to the Board.
(2)
The Board shall, by examination, determine the knowledge of each applicant for license as Master Electrician or
Master Electrician, Limited, concerning electrical work and the Electrical Code and its application to the trade.
172/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The Board shall determine whether an applicant has successfully completed that examination, by application of
criteria established by the Board.
(3)
The Board may accept applications for Apprentice Electricians if, upon review of the application, it is
determined that the applicant is presently working for a licensed Electrical Contractor or licensed Electrical
Contractor, Limited, whose work is under the direct supervision of a Master Electrician, or Master Electrician,
Limited, meeting the requirements of this Division.
(4)
The Board may request further information from the Director or other sources, make independent investigations,
or conduct further examinations of an applicant, at its discretion.
(b)
The Board shall certify to the Director whether an applicant is qualified to be licensed within thirty (30) days
after the next meeting of the Board following receipt of all information requested by the Board pertaining to an
applicant, unless the time is extended for good cause.
(1)
An applicant for license as an Electrical Contractor or Electrical Contractor, Limited, shall satisfy the Board that
the applicant will comply with the Electrical Code and the laws of the State of Maryland and Prince George's
County, and will fully perform all electrical contracts.
(2)
An applicant for license as a Master Electrician, Master Electrician, Limited, or Journeyman Electrician shall
satisfy the Board that the applicant has acquired the technical competence and experience to comply with the
Electrical Code.
(c)
If the Board, upon review of all pertinent information, determines that an applicant is not qualified for issuance
or renewal of a license, the Board shall deny the application in writing, stating the reason, and deliver that denial
to the Director. The Director shall cause that denial to be personally served or mailed by certified mail to the
address of the applicant supplied on his application.
(1)
The Board shall, upon denial of an application, offer the applicant an opportunity for a public hearing at which
he may show cause why the application should not be denied.
(2)
An applicant, upon denial of the applicant's application, may appeal that denial to the Circuit Court by filing
notice of appeal with the Clerk of the Circuit Court not later than thirty (30) days after notice of denial of his
application is personally served or mailed.
(3)
An applicant shall be given an opportunity to review all records of the Board pertinent to the applicant's appeal
or request for public hearing in accordance with the procedures established by the Board.
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(d)
The Director shall issue a license or renewal of a license to an applicant who has been certified by the Board,
and who has paid the required application fee.
(e)
A licensee shall notify the Board of any civil or criminal proceeding instituted against him for commission of a
crime involving moral turpitude, or for violation of the Electrical Code, or any law of the County or State of
Maryland related to the performance of electrical work. Upon termination of such civil or criminal proceeding
the licensee shall notify the Board of the result of the proceeding.
(f)
Ratio between licensed Journeyman Electricians and Apprentice Electricians. Electrical Contractors and
Electrical Subcontractors are required to maintain a job ratio of one (1) Journeyman Electrician to every four (4)
Apprentice Electricians (1:4).
(g)
Any person issued a Master Electrician, Master Electrician, Limited, Journeyman Electrician, or Apprentice
Electrician License will be issued a wallet size, photo license which is to be carried by the licensee, and, upon
request, the licensee shall provide the license including license number.
(CB-109-1979; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.55. - Term of licenses; renewal.
(a)
Licenses issued by the Director, upon certification by the Board, shall expire two (2) years after the date of
issuance, and shall be subject to biennial renewal by the licensee.
(b)
A licensee may renew a license by making and filing with the Director a written application for renewal on a
form approved by the Board, together with a fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees for each Master Electrician or
Master Electrician, Limited; for each Journeyman Electrician; and for each Apprentice Electrician. The Director
shall notify licensees by mail of the expiration date of their licenses sixty (60) days prior to the date of
expiration.
(c)
A licensee who fails to renew a license before the expiration date may renew the license within thirty (30) days
after the expiration date upon filing a renewal application including the appropriate renewal fee and paying the
late fees prescribed in the Table of Fees. Except for Journeyman Electricians, any licensee who fails to renew a
license within sixty (60) days after the expiration date may renew the license upon filing the renewal application
together with a late fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees. Satisfactory completion of an examination shall be
required by the Board except that the Board may waive the examination for good cause. Licenses expired for
longer than three (3) years are not renewable.
(d)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, the Director may, in his discretion, establish a systematic
method for administering the renewal of licenses under this Division, including, but not limited to, establishing
staggered renewal dates for existing licensees and prorating license fees based on such renewal dates.
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(e)
Master Electricians and Master Electricians, Limited, holding an active license issued in Prince George's County
must obtain ten (10) hours of Continuing Education Units ("CEU") for every two-year license renewal cycle.
Verification of CEU will be submitted to the License Office along with the renewal fee and application. No
application will be accepted without CEU documentation. Only CEU obtained from a recognized college or
trade school or State recognized training program will be accepted.
(f)
Notification to the Board is required within three (3) days of a change of professional address.
(CB-109-1979; CB-25-1980; CB-58-1994; CB-52-1995; CB-40-2000; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 2-253.56. - Complaints.
(a)
Any person may file a complaint regarding defects in electrical work with the Board or Director.
(b)
The Director shall investigate any complaint filed. If the Director finds the complaint to be justified, he shall
report the complaint to the licensee, who is the subject of the complaint, and order the licensee to correct the
defect within a reasonable period of time, not to exceed one (1) month. Conditions endangering life or property
shall be corrected immediately. The Director shall determine defects or irregularities based upon the provisions
of the Electrical Code.
(c)
The Director shall report to the Board the failure of any licensee to correct defects as ordered by the Director.
(CB-109-1979)
Sec. 2-253.57. - Revocation, suspension, or denial of license.
(a)
The Board shall have the power to revoke, suspend, or refuse to issue or renew the license of any person who
shall be found to have committed any one or more of the following:
(1)
Fraud or deceit in obtaining or renewing a license;
(2)
Failure to correct a major defect or irregularity, as ordered by the Director pursuant to Section 2-253.56;
(3)
Conviction for any crime involving moral turpitude;
(4)
Aiding, abetting or knowingly combining or conspiring with any person to evade the provisions of this Division;
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(5)
Willful and deliberate violation of the Electrical Code or laws of the County or State of Maryland regarding
electricity;
(6)
Abandonment or willful failure to perform, without justification, any project or contract for electrical work;
(7)
Failure to comply with the provisions of this Division in any material respect, or to correct such failure promptly
upon notice;
(8)
Diversion of funds or property received for a specific purpose in any construction project or operation;
(9)
Application or use for any other project or operation, obligation or purpose, funds or property received for a
specific purpose in another construction project, with intent to defraud or deceive the parties to the contract or
creditors;
(10)
Permitting any person, firm or corporation not licensed by the Board to obtain a permit or perform electrical
work under the authority of a licensee;
(11)
Repeatedly performing or permitting the performance of defective or unsafe work;
(12)
Failure of a licensed Electrical Contractor, Electrical Contractor, Limited, Electrical Subcontractor, or Electrical
Subcontractor, Limited, to be financially responsible for the completion of contracted work; and
(13)
Failure of a licensed Electrical Contractor, Limited, Electrical Subcontractor, Limited, or Master Electrician,
Limited, to maintain a license incidental to the limited license, through nonrenewal or revocation or for a
violation of the foregoing paragraphs 1 through 12 in the incidental business or profession.
(b)
Before revocation, suspension, or denial of any license, the Board shall afford the licensee or applicant for
license an opportunity for hearing to show cause why his license should not be revoked, suspended, or denied.
The Board shall provide written notice to the licensee or applicant for license of the charges against him, not less
than ten (10) days before the date of hearing, by personal service or certified mail to the last address on file with
the Board.
(c)
The Board shall notify any licensee or applicant for license of the revocation, suspension, or denial of his license
by written notice delivered by personal service or certified mail to the last address on file with the Board. Any
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person aggrieved by an action of the Board may appeal to the Circuit Court not more than thirty (30) days after
service of the notice by the Board.
(CB-109-1979; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.58. - License display; duplicates; signs.
(a)
Any person issued a Master, Master Limited, Journeyman, or Apprentice Electrician's license by the Board will
receive a wallet size photo license which is to be carried by the licensee, and, upon demand, the licensee shall
give the number of the license and/or the license to any authorized person.
(b)
Any contractor issued an Electrical Contractor's or Electrical Contractor's Limited license by the Board will
receive a wall model license which shall be displayed in a prominent place at the place of business and, upon
demand, shall give the license number to any authorized person.
(c)
A duplicate Electrician's and/or Contractor's license may be obtained upon application and payment of a fee as
prescribed in the Table of Fees to replace one that has been lost, defaced, or destroyed.
(d)
Any person using a vehicle exclusively in the performance of electrical work in the County shall have a sign on
the vehicle displaying the name and license number of the Electrical Contractor, with letters and numerals not
less than four (4) inches high and one-half (1/2) inch wide. Any person using a private vehicle in the
performance of electrical work must display in the window of that vehicle a sign, not less than twelve (12)
inches wide and sixteen (16) inches long, which contains the name and license number of the Electrical
Contractor.
(CB-109-1979; CB-58-1994; CB-40-2000; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 2-253.59. - Reciprocity; licenses from neighboring counties.
The requirements for a written examination under Section 2-253.53 for a Master Electrician, Master Electrician,
Limited, or Journeyman Electrician may be waived by the Board when the applicant is licensed by the State or
in any neighboring county of this State, and obtained such license after passing a written examination designed
to determine the applicant's knowledge of electrical work and the science of electricity. The Board shall
periodically review the requirements of neighboring jurisdictions to determine whether written examinations are
designed to determine adequately the applicant's knowledge of electrical work and the science of electricity. The
Board may refuse to waive written examination upon finding that a neighboring jurisdiction's written
examination is not sufficient to meet County standards or upon finding that a neighboring jurisdiction does not
grant reciprocity to Master Electricians, Master Electricians, Limited, or Journeyman Electricians licensed by
the County.
(CB-109-1979; CB-58-1994; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.60. - Compliance with Electrical Code.
Nothing in this Division shall be construed to exempt any electrical work in the County from compliance with
the requirements of the National Electrical Code, except for work performed by public utility companies when
such work is specifically exempt by provisions of Section 90-2 of the National Electrical Code.
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(CB-109-1979)
Sec. 2-253.61. - Permits.
(a)
Electrical permits shall only be issued to a duly licensed Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited, to a
duly licensed Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and/or Heating Contractor, or to homeowners as provided by
Section 9-117 of this Code. The application shall be signed by the licensed Master Electrician or Master
Electrician, Limited, responsible for technical supervision of the work, and shall identify the licensed Electrical
Contractor or Electrical Contractor, Limited, where applicable. The application from duly licensed Refrigeration,
Air Conditioning and/or Heating Contractors shall be signed by the Master Mechanic employed by the
Contractor.
(b)
Residential telephone wiring on existing residential structures by a telephone company or a telecommunications
services company, as defined in Section 5A-150(a)(15) of this Code, shall be subject to blanket permitting
requirements only, as approved by the Prince George's County Chief Electrical Inspector.
(CB-109-1979; CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-58-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-40-2000)
Sec. 2-253.62. - Enforcement.
(a)
No person shall perform electrical work without a valid permit clearly posted on the job site or presented to the
owner or occupant. Except as provided in Section 9-117 of the Prince George's County Code, all electrical work
shall be performed under the supervision of a licensed Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited.
(b)
No person shall perform electrical work as a Journeyman Electrician or Apprentice Electrician unless that person
has been licensed under Section 2-253.51 of this Division and carries a photo I.D. issued by the Director.
(c)
No person shall work in the capacity of a Journeyman Electrician or Apprentice Electrician unless licensed
under the provisions of this Division.
(d)
Any violation of this Division shall be a civil offense subject to a penalty not to exceed One Hundred Dollars
($100.00). The procedures of Subdivision 1, Division 3, Subtitle 28 of this Code shall apply.
(CB-40-2000)
DIVISION 14C. - FEES AND CHARGES.
Sec. 2-253.63. - Fees and Charges.
(a)
This fee schedule applies to fees and charges assessed by Prince George's County, Maryland for regulated
activities that occur within its jurisdiction.
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(b)
The fees prescribed in this schedule will supersede previous fees and charges assessed by Prince George's
County, Maryland for regulated activities that occur within its jurisdiction.
(c)
All fees and charges are subject to a 5% technology fee with the exception of the multi-family rental license fee
and the single-family rental license fee.
(d)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall establish and maintain a
comprehensive Table of Fees, as referenced and included in this Bill, for all types of permits. The Director or the
County Council shall have the authority to change the fees from time to time as is determined necessary; and the
Director shall republish the Table of Fees which shall be posted in the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement's Permit Office and on its website. Prior to implementing a change in the fees, the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall hold public informational sessions to allow for
public comment as part of this process. The Director shall also submit the proposed Table of Fees to the County
Executive for approval and for transmittal to the County Council for legislative review and approval by
resolution, after notice and public hearing.
(e)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall promulgate written regulations
to establish and govern a method of notification for increases as a result of the International Code Council and
industry standard increases. The Director shall also promulgate written regulations for the administration of the
provisions of this Section and shall, at his or her discretion, hold public informational sessions to allow for
public comment as part of this process.
(f)
Fees may be adjusted using a method established by the International Code Council and industry standards
pursuant to paragraphs (d) and (e) of this Section. Any changes to fees and charges that are not connected to the
International Code Council or industry standards shall be changed by County Council approval by resolution,
after notice and public hearing.
(g)
Each fee set forth in the schedule shall be paid in advance of the issuance of a permit, license, plan or item as set
forth in the schedule. Fees shall not be refunded in whole or in part once work has begun, licenses or permits
have been issued or funds have been encumbered. Prior to those itemized occurrences and within six (6) months
of payment, it is within the discretion of the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement to issue a refund.
(h)
The fees and charges shall be designated in a Table of Fees.
(CB-41-2015; CB-38-2021; CB-63-2021)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-41-2015 (DR-4) provides that the Table of Fees, "ATTACHMENT A" shall be
set forth as an uncodified provision of the Prince George's County Code. Amendments to the Table of Fees shall
be subject to legislative review and approval by the County Council by resolution, after notice and public
hearing, pursuant to Section 2-253.63.
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Editor's note— CR-10-2017 provides that the inspection fees of the Food Service Facility-Mobile Unit by the
Fire Department and/or the Health Department and associated technology charge for the Food Service FacilityMobile Unit License found in Attachment A, Table of Fees of Section 2-253.63 shall be temporarily waived for
vendors who receive a pre-approval from Department of Permitting Inspection and Enforcement between April
3 and April 14, as stated above and who successfully complete a health and/or fire inspection by Friday, June 30,
2017.
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving the fee schedule for Small
Wireless Facility Permit Fees in accordance with Subtitles 5A and 23 of the Prince George's County Code, as
found in Attachment A, Table of Fees.
Editor's note— CR-82-2021 approves a ten percent (10%) increase of all fees established, maintained, and
published by the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement and clarifies the fee calculation rules
as described in the Table of Fees.
ATTACHMENT A
TABLE OF FEES
DPIE Fee Description

Minimum Fee Schedule
(not Including Other
Applicable Fees)

Fee Rule - Fee Calculation
(if Higher than Minimum)

EXEMPT FEES
Duplicate Documents - at discretion of staff

$0.28 per Page

Duplicate Permit

$17

Duplicate Business Licenses

Building Contractor $11;
Motor Vehicle Repair
Facility $6; Electrical $22

Duplicate Health Licenses - Public Swimming Pool,
Public Swimming Pool Operator, Public Spa, Food
Service Manager Certification, Food Service Facility,
Vending Machine, and Open Fire Permit $15

$17

BUILDING
New Single Family Dwelling > 3,500 sq. ft.

$3,410

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee +
$94 U&O + $5 M-NCPPC

New Single Family Dwelling ≤ 3,500 sq. ft.

$3,410

$3,410 + Grading Fee +
$94 U&O + $5 M-NCPPC

Addition - Residential

$374

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee +
$94 U&O + $5 M-NCPPC

Alteration/Repair - Interior

$99

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009

Alteration/Repair without U&O - Exterior

$165

$50 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

$61

Up to 50% of the
Estimated Cost of the
Permit

Application Filing Fee - Nonrefundable for New
Buildings, Structures and/or Grading
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Areaway/External Stair Addition

$99

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Basement Finishing

$374

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009

Building Permit - Modification/Revision Prior to
Issuance - Residential

$55

$55 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Building Permit - Modification/Revision After
Issuance - Residential

$110

$110 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Carport

$99

$55 + 9Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.0090 + Grading Fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Deck or Pergola

$127

$127 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Demolition (Not Full Raze)

$143

(Demolition Cost × 0.009)
+ Grading Fee if Exterior

Enclosed Existing Porch/Deck

$127

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + $94 U&O + $5
M-NCPPC

Fence - Residential

$121

$121 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Fireplace with Chimney

$138

$138 + $5 M-NCPPC

Fireplace/Wood Stove - Prefabricated

$99

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009

Fire Damage Report

$550

Fire Sprinkler - Residential

$127

Garage - Attached

$99

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee +
$94 U&O + $5 M-NCPPC

Garage - Detached

$99

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Gazebo - Residential

$99

$99 + $5 M-NCPPC

Mobile Home Replacement Permit Fee - County
(Existing Parks Only)

$1,238

$1,238 + $94 U&O + $5
M-NCPPC

Mobile Home Replacement Permit Fee - Third-Party
(Existing Parks Only)

$413

$413 + $94 U&O + $5 MNCPPC

New Residential Permit Application Extension Expired Permit

$110

Original Permit Fee,
Based on Site Area Not
Final Inspected

Open Pit

$127

$127 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Patio > 500 sq. ft.

$127

$127 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Permit Renewal - Residential

$110

$110 + $5 M-NCPPC
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Pole Barn

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Ramp

$127

$127 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Raze - Residential

$132

$132 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Retaining Wall > 2 ft. - Residential

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Roofing - Shingles & Plywood - Residential

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009)

Satellite Dish

$83

$83 + $5 M-NCPPC

Shed > 150 Sq Ft

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Solar Panels (Ground-mounted) - Residential

$110

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Solar Panels (Roof-mounted) - Residential

$110

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009)

Sun Room

$165

$55 (Construction Cost ×
0.009) + Grading fee +
$94 U&O + $5 M-NCPPC

Swimming Pool (Above-ground) - Residential

$110

$110 + $5 M-NCPPC

Swimming Pool (In-ground) - Residential

$248

$248 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Swimming Pool Restoration - Residential

$132

$132 + Grading Fee

Townhouse New Permit Application

$990

$990 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Townhouse New Permit Issuance

$935

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC. Add $374.00
for Finished Basement

Townhouse New Permit Use & Occupancy

$94

Underpinning

$94

Use & Occupancy - 1 & 2 Family Dwelling

$94

Window Well

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee

Building Permit - Commercial

$3,850

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee +
$231 U&O + $5 MNCPPC

New Construction - Commercial

$3,850

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee
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0.009) + Grading Fee +
$231 U&O + $5 MNCPPC
Observation Stand

$110

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee

Permit Extension - Commercial

$220

$220 + $5 M-NCPPC

Permit Renewal - Commercial

$220

$220 + $5 M-NCPPC

Preliminary Design Meeting

$825

ADA Chairlift/Vertical Lift (Exterior)

$127

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

ADA Chairlift/Vertical Lift (Interior)

$127

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009)

Addition/Enlargement - Commercial

$825

$55 + (Sq Ft × BVD ×
0.009) + Grading Fee +
$231 U&O + $5 MNCPPC

Alteration/Repair - Interior

$99

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009)

Alteration/Repair without U&O - Exterior

$165

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Application Filing Fee - Nonrefundable for New
Buildings, Structures and/or Grading

$61

Up to 50% of the
Estimated Cost of the
Permit

Building Permit - Modification/Revision Prior to
Issuance - Commercial

$182

$182 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Building Permit - Modification/Revision After
Issuance - Commercial

$550

$550 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Building Permit - Revision After Issuance - with No
Changes to Plans and Handled by Walk-Thru Only Commercial

$83

Demolition (Not Full Raze)

$143

Demolition Cost × 0.009 +
Grading Fee if Exterior

Elevator - Interior

$127

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009)

Fence - Commercial

$165

$165 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Fire Alarm

$220

Per Floor

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial

$193

Ten or Fewer Sprinkler
Heads Added and/or
Relocated, with no New
Mains or Shifting of
Cross-Mains or Risers

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (0—10,000 Sq Ft)

$193

(Construction Cost ×
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0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head
Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (10,001—30,000 Sq Ft)

$275

(Construction Cost ×
0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (30,001—75,000 Sq Ft)

$330

(Construction Cost ×
0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (75,001—125,000 Sq Ft) $440

(Construction Cost ×
0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (125,001—200,000 Sq Ft) $550

(Construction Cost ×
0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head

Fire Sprinkler - Commercial (200,001 or Larger Sq Ft) $660

(Construction Cost ×
0.009) or $3.3 per
Sprinkler Head

Fire Suppression Hood

$193

Mechanical Permit - Commercial

$72

1.1% of Mechanical
Construction Cost

Raze - Commercial

$550

$550 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Retaining Wall - Commercial

$165

$55 + (Construction Cost
× 0.009) + Grading Fee +
$5 M-NCPPC

Roofing - Covering - Commercial

$165

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009

Signs, Freestanding

$220

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Signs, Reface (Ground-mounted)

$61

$61 + $5 M-NCPPC

Signs, Wall Mounted

$61

$61 + $5 M-NCPPC

Solar Panels (Ground-mounted/Pole) - Commercial

$220

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Solar Panels (Roof-mounted) - Commercial

$220

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.008

Swimming Pool - Commercial

$413

$413 + Grading Fee if Inground + $231 U&O + $5
M-NCPPC

Tanks (Above ground)

$138

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Tanks (Below ground)

$138

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee

Tanks (Removal)

$143

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + Grading Fee
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Tenant Fit-out (New)

$165

$55 + Construction Cost ×
0.009 + $231 U&O

Tower Crane

$550

$550 + Grading Fee

Special Event (Including Farmers' Market) Organizer's Temporary U&O Fee

$165

If applied for after April
30th

Special Event (Including Farmers' Market) Organizer's Temporary U&O Fee

$99

If applied for by April
30th

Use & Occupancy (Food Facilities)

$149

Use & Occupancy (Non-Food Facilities)

$143

Use & Occupancy - New Building or Addition,
Alteration, or Repair to Existing Building

$231

Use & Occupancy - No Construction - New Tenant or
Owner Change

$165

Use & Occupancy - Temporary Construction Trailer

$220

Use & Occupancy - Temporary Structures

$165 + $22 for Each
$165 (First Ten Structures) Additional Structure over
Ten

Use & Occupancy - Temporary Government/Municipal Sponsored

$99

Variance Application Fee

$193

No Technology Fee

Waterproofing - Exterior Work

$165

$165 + Grading Fee

Waterproofing - Interior Work

$165

Electrical Permit Fee - A/C Equipment Unit

$33

Electrical Permit Fee - Appliance

$50

Electrical Permit Fee - Audio/Visual Equipment

$94

Electrical Permit Fee - Bonding Only

$99

Electrical Permit Fee - Data/Telephone Equipment

$94

Electrical Permit Fee - Dental Chair

$44

Electrical Permit Fee - Dispenser with Pump

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Electrical Demolition

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Electrical Sign

$44

Electrical Permit Fee - Fire Alarm

$94

Electrical Permit Fee - Generator

$50

Electrical Permit Fee - Heating Equipment Unit

$33

Electrical Permit Fee - Imaging Equipment (CT Scan,
MRI, X-ray)

$83

Electrical Permit Fee - Light Fixture, Exclude Light
Pole (Segment of 15)

$28

Electrical Permit Fee - Light Pole

$44

Electrical Permit Fee - Motor

$33

Electrical Permit Fee - Motor Control Center

$143
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Electrical Permit Fee - New Home (Up to 400 Amps)

$165

Electrical Permit Fee - New Home (Over 400 Amps)

$231

Electrical Permit Fee - Office Partition (Relocatable)
Furniture Whip

$33

Electrical Permit Fee - Radio/TV/Satellite
Communication Station

$94

Electrical Permit Fee - Re-Introduction of Power

$99

Electrical Permit Fee - Rough Wire Outlet, Segment of
$28
15
Electrical Permit Fee - Security Alarm

$94

Electrical Permit Fee - Service Equipment/Heavy Up
(Up to 300 Amps)

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Service Equipment/Heavy Up
(Over 300 Amps)

$149

Electrical Permit Fee - Spray Paint Booth

$165

Electrical Permit Fee - Sub Panel (Up to 300 Amps)

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Sub Panel (Over 300 Amps)

$99

Electrical Permit Fee - Swimming Pool

$127

Electrical Permit Fee - Temporary Fire Alarm

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Therapeutic Pool, Spa, Tub,
Hydro-massage

$77

Electrical Permit Fee - Transfer Switch

$50

Electrical Permit Fee - Transformer and UPS System

$61

Electrical Permit Fee - Work with Power Company

$44

Electrical Permit Fee - Whole House Low Voltage

$165

New Electrical Permit Fee - Cut-in Power

$99

New Electrical Permit Fee - Disconnect - Amp

$105

New Electrical Permit Fee - Exit Sign (Segment of 15) $39
New Electrical Permit Fee - Fire Pump

$303

New Electrical Permit Fee - Meter Stack/Replacement
$39
(Individual Meter)
New Electrical Permit Fee -Miscellaneous

$83

New Electrical Permit Fee - Multi-Family Dwelling Apts/Condos (Individual Meters)

$105

New Electrical Permit Fee - Smoke Detector (Segment
$39
of 15)
New Electrical Permit Fee - Solar PV System Commercial (Group of 100 Panels)/Residential

$77/$83

New Electrical Permit Fee - Temporary Wiring

$121

New Electrical Permit Fee - Thermostat

$50

New Electrical Permit Fee - Trench

$99

New Electrical Permit Fee - Work Started by Others

$165
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SITE ROAD
Grading Permit (5,000 sq. ft. or less)

$44

Flat Fee

Grading Permit (Outside of Public Right-of-Way per
Section 32-120) - Application Fee

$44

$0.00294/sq. ft. of
Disturbed Area

Grading Permit (Outside of Public Right-of-Way per
Section 32-120) - Remaining Balance

$44

$0.009/sq. ft. of Disturbed
Area Minus Application
Fee Previously Collected

Grading Permit Extension Fee

$44

$0.009/sq. ft. of Disturbed
Area Outside R/W based
on Site Area Not Final
Inspected

Grading/Storm Drain Permit - Minor Modification

$110

Cost of Plan Review
Services

Grading Permit Fee - Major Revision (Section 32120(a)(6))

$110

Cost of Plan Review
Services

Site Development Concept Plan Review - Church or
Non-Profit

$275

Site Development Concept Plan Review - Commercial $550
Site Development Concept Plan Review (1 Residential
$165
Lot)
Site Development Concept Plan Review (2 or More
Residential Lots)

$550

Site Development Concept Plan Revision

$110

28% of the Original Fee

Site Development Concept Plan Extension

$110

28% of the Original Fee

SWM/SD As Built Plan

$413

Flat Fee

SWM/SD As Built Plan - Non- profit, Church, Tax
Exempt

$206

Flat Fee

SWM/SD Permit Application Fee (Private and Public
Systems Outside of the ROW)

11% of Construction Cost
× 1/3

SWM/SD Remaining Permit Application Fee Balance
(Private and Public Systems Outside of the ROW)

11% of Construction Cost
Minus Application Fee
Previously Paid

SWM/SD Permit Revision Fee Major (Section 32120(a)(8))

11% of Total Construction
Cost of Revised Portion

SWM/SD Permit Revision Fee Minor (Section 32120(a)(8))

$110

SWM/SD (Drainage System) Permit Extension fee
(Section 32-143(b))

Flat Fee
28% of Original Permit
Fee

SWM/SD Plans Update if Plans Not Issued 24 Months
$110
after "Technical" Approval
SWM Fee in Lieu (Section 32-120(a)(9))

Based on Concept Letter

No Technology Fee

Critical Area/Reforestation - Fee in Lieu

Amount Approved by M-

No Technology Fee
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NCPPC
Stormwater Management Pond Maintenance (public
pond $100k or less)

$11,000

Stormwater Management Pond Maintenance (public
ponds exceeding $100k)

Flat Fee
11% of Total Construction
Cost

Floodplain Information Request

$55

Floodplain Modeling (GIS by county) - 1 Residential
Lot

$275

Flat Fee

Floodplain Modeling (GIS by county) - Existing
Conditions

$2,750

Per Tributary

Floodplain Modeling (GIS by county) - Existing
and/or Proposed Conditions

$3,850

Per Tributary

Floodplain Study/Delineation Review - Length of
Stream

$0.55

Per LF of Stream

Floodplain Study/Delineation Review - Structures

$220

Per Structure

Floodplain Study/Delineation Review - Set Elevation

$55

Flat Fee
Amount Approved by MNCPPC; No Technology
Fee

Tree Preservation - Fee in Lieu
Restoration Bond Fee - Residential - Site Road Fee

$132

$132 + Grading Fee

Restoration Bond Fee - Commercial - Site Road Fee

$220

$220 + Grading Fee

Temporary Gravel Access Permit

$330

Temporary Gravel Access Permit Extension

$55

Special Drain Permit

$110

Driveway Apron Rural Double Pipe

$347

Driveway Apron Rural Double Pipe & End Sections

$429

Driveway Apron Rural Double Pipe & Headwalls

$512

Driveway Apron Rural Double Swale

$198

Driveway Apron Rural Single Pipe

$198

Driveway Apron Rural Single Pipe & End Sections

$275

Driveway Apron Rural Single Pipe & Headwalls

$363

Driveway Apron Rural Single Swale

$165

Driveway Apron Urban Double Standard

$275

Driveway Apron Urban Single Standard

$187

Driveway Parking Pad Permit

$99

$99 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC

Driveway Permit Extension

$28

25% of Original Permit
Fee

$110 per Connection
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Special Permit - Application Fee - Public R/W

11% of Construction Cost
× 1/3

Special Permit - Remaining Permit Fee Balance Public R/W

11% of Construction Cost
× 2/3

Special Permit - Application Fee - Grading Outside
Public R/W

$44

$0.009 per sq. ft.
Disturbed Area Outside
R/W × 1/3

Special Permit - Remaining Permit Fee Balance Grading Outside Public R/W

$44

$0.009 per SF Disturbed
Area Outside R/W × 2/3

Special Permit - SWM/SD Permit Application Fee
(Private and Public Systems Outside of the ROW)

11% of Construction Cost
× 1/3

Special Permit - SWM/SD Remaining Permit
Application Fee Balance (Private and Public Systems
Outside of the ROW)

11% of Construction Cost
Minus Application Fee
Previously Paid

Special Permit - Extension Fee

(2.8% of Construction
Cost in the Public R/W) +
($0.009/Sq. Ft. ×
Disturbed Area Outside
the R/W) + (11% of
Construction Cost Outside
the R/W)

Special Permit for Oversize/Overweight Vehicle

$1,320

Special Permit for Oversize/Overweight Vehicle Extension

$275

Grading/Drainage Permit - Bond Recall Fee

$275

Flat Fee

Grading/Drainage Permit - Bond Reduction Fee

$275

Flat Fee

Haul Road Permit - Application

$275

Flat Fee

Haul Road Permit - Remaining Balance

$1,045

Flat Fee

Haul Road Permit Extension

$275

Flat Fee

Letter of Responsibility

$127

Flat Fee

Logging/Timber Harvest/Transport Permit

$99

$99 + Grading Fee

Logging/Timber Harvest/Transport Permit Extension

$66

Road Construction Permit - Application Fee (Work in
R/W)

11% of Construction Cost
× 1/3

Road Construction - Remaining Permit Fee Balance
(Work in R/W)

11% of Construction Cost
minus Application Fee
Collected

Road Construction Permit- Application Fee (Private
Streets)

11% of Construction Cost
× 1/3

Road Construction - Remaining Permit Fee Balance
(Private Streets)

$28

11% of Construction Cost
minus Application Fee
Collected

Road Construction Permit Extension Fee

$825 (if more than 90%

2.8% of Total
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Complete)

Construction Cost

Road Construction Permit Application Modification
Major (23-114(d))

$28

11% of Construction Cost
of Incremental Change

Road Construction Permit Modification Minor

$28

11% of Construction Cost
of Incremental Change

Road Construction - Public Street Name Signs Fee in
Lieu - per Sign

$252

No Technology Fee

Road Construction - Bus Shelter Fee in Lieu - per
Shelter

$16,500

No Technology Fee

W/S Final Plat Review

$385

Per Plat Mylar

Expedited W/S Final Plat Review Surcharge

$110

Per Plat Mylar (additional)

W/S Category Amendment Residential (1 DU)

$385

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Residential (2—10 DU's)

$1,100

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Residential (11—25 DU's) $2,475

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Residential (26—100
DU's)

$3,850

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Residential (101+ DU's)

$16,500

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Commercial (2 acres or
less)

$2,200

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Commercial (> 2 acres)

$7,150

Flat Fee

W/S Category Amendment Mixed Use (residential fee
$385 + $2,200 = $2,585
+ commercial fee)

DU-based Residential Fee
+ Acreage-based
Commercial Fee

W/S Category Amendment Late Fee

11%

Water Category Waiver - Public Connection

$385

Per DU

Sewer Category Waiver - Public Connection

$385

Per DU

Well Waiver - Residential Interim System

$550

Per DU

Septic Waiver - Residential Interim System

$550

Per DU

Well Waiver - Non-Residential Interim System

$935

Per Unit

Septic Waiver - Non-Residential Interim System

$935

Per Unit

W/S Plan (report)

$220

Per Copy

W/S Category Map (36" × 60")

$308

Per Copy

W/S Category Map (11" × 17")

$110

Per Copy

W/S Category Map Excerpt

$55

Per Copy

BUSINESS LICENSES
Solicitor (Door-to-Door) License

$55

Fortune-Telling License

$413

Going Out Business Sale

$11

Pawn Dealer License Renewal

$1,100

Pawn Dealer New Employee License

$165
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Pawn Dealer Employee License Renewal

$110

Peddlers & Itinerant Vendors (Ice Cream Trucks Only) $127
Public Dance License

$1,650

Television & Radio Equipment Repair Facility

$83

Secondhand Dealer License

$1,100

Secondhand Dealer New Employee's License

$165

Secondhand Dealer Employee's License Renewal

$110

Electrical - Apprentice License Renewal within 30
Days of Expiration

$55

Electrical - Apprentice License Renewal Late Fee after
$28
30 Days of Expiration
Electrical - Contractor License

$220

Electrical - Duplicate License

$22

Electrical - Journeyman Exam

$110

Electrical - Journeyman Late Fee - License Renewal
within 30 Days after Expiration**

$83

Electrical - Journeyman License

$110

Electrical - Journeyman License Renewal

$110

Electrical - Master Exam (Limited & Unlimited)

$132

Electrical - Master (Limited and Unlimited) and
Associate Master (Limited and Unlimited) License

$132

Electrical - Master (Limited & Unlimited) &
Contractor License Renewal)

$352

No Technology Fee

Electrical - Master Late Fee - License Renewal within
$165
30 Days After Expiration**

No Technology Fee

Electrical - Master Late Fee - License Renewal within
$220
60 Days After Expiration**

No Technology Fee

Letter of Reciprocity

$28

Motor Vehicle Repair Facility

$83

Off-Road Vehicle

$33

Building Contractor License

$132

Building Contractor License Renewal

$83

Short-Term Rental License Fee - Host

$165

No Technology Fee

Short-Term Rental License Fee - Platform

$2,750

No Technology Fee

Single-Family House/Townhouse Rental License Fee

$127

Bi-Annual; No
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Technology Fee
Multi-Family Rental License Fee

$83 per Unit

Benefit Performance - Carnival Permit (0—7 Days)

$303

Bi-annual; No Technology
Fee

Benefit Performance - Carnival Permit (Each Week or
$165
Portion of a Week Thereafter)
Benefit Performance - Carnival Permit (per Ride)

$28

Benefit Performance - Charitable Gaming Event
Permit (per Event)

$248

Benefit Performance - Charitable Gaming Event
Permit (per Mechanical Device)

$83

Benefit Performance - Raffle Permit

$28

HEALTH PERMITS AND LICENSES
Agricultural Well Certification

$165

Food Handler Permit - CFSM Training, Level A Initial

$55

Food Handler Permit - CFSM Training, Level A Recertification

$33

Food Service Manager Certification - Training Class

$50

Food Service Manager Certification - Training Class
Recertification

$28

Food Service Facility - Farmers Market License Fee For-Profit, Non-Profit or Government Agency

$275

If Applied for after April
30th for Participation in
up to Two Markets

Food Service Facility - Farmers Market License Fee For-Profit, Non-Profit or Government Agency

$193

If applied by April 30th
for Participation in up to
Two Markets

Food Service Facility - Farmers Market Samplers
License

$28

Food Service Facility - Farmers Market License Fee Single Day License

$83

Food Facility Closure Reinspection - Non-Office
Hours

$193

Food Facility Closure Reinspection - Office Hours

$110

Food Service - (Food Protection Program) FPP Presettlement Inspection

$413

Food Service Facility - Chronic Offender*

$550 - $1,100

No Technology Fee

Food Service Facility Permit Late Fee per Day**

$22

No Technology Fee

Food Service Facility - Operating without a Certified
FSM*

$550

No Technology Fee

Food Service Facility - Temporary Event

$138
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Food Service Facility - Temporary Event Government/Municipal Sponsored Event

$83

Food Service Facility - Temporary Event - Non-Profit

$0

Food Service Facility - Vending Machine

$220

Food Service Manager Certification - Food Service
Manager Card

$61

Mobile Vendor - Food Truck

$330

Food Service Facility - Mobile Unit Reciprocity

$314

No Technology Fee

Food Service Facility - High HACCP Priority (Hazard
$704
Analysis Critical Control Point)
Food Service Facility - Moderate HACCP Priority

$550

Food Service Facility - Low HACCP Priority

$374

Food Service Facility - Non-Profit

$275

Health Department Conference Fee

$110

Inspection Request - (Permit and Plan Review) PPR
On-site Equipment Evaluation

$165

Inspection Request - FPP Prospective Inspection (Food
$165
Protection Program)
Inspection Request - EEP Prospective Inspection
(Environmental Engineering Program)

$165

Open Burning - Agricultural

$44

Open Burning - Recreational

$44

Operating Without a Permit

$1,100

Pool Operator License

$83

Pool Operator Challenge Exam

$83

Pool Operator Refresher Course

$55

Pool Prospective Inspection

$165

Pool Preopening Reinspection

$248

Pool Re-Opening Inspection after Closure

$248

Public Swimming Pool/Spa License - Outdoor

$660

Public Swimming Pool/Spa License - Indoor

$990

Review - Plan Review - New Facilities Non-FSF

$220

Review - Plan Review - New Swimming Pool/Spa

$825

Review - Plan Review FSF - New

$495

Review - Plan Review FSF - Remodel

$330

Review - Plan Review Non-FSF - Remodel -

$220

No Technology Fee
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Pools/Spas/Septic
Review - Plan Review Walk-Thru (PRWT) 2nd
Resubmittal FSF

$83

Review - Plan Review Walk-Thru (PRWT) 2nd
Resubmittal for Pool

$44

Review - Plan Review Walk-Thru (PRWT) 2nd
Resubmittal for Septic

$83

Second Reinspection for Approval to Operate a New
or Remodeled Facility - Food Service Facility

$110

Second Reinspection for Approval to Operate a New
or Remodeled Facility - Public Swimming

$28

Percolation Tester License

$413

Percolation Test - Existing Lot

$281

Percolation Test - Innovative or Alternative Plumbing
Permits

$413

Raze Inspection - Commercial

$550

Raze Inspection - Residential

$330

Scavenger Vehicle

$248

Septic (12 mo.) - Residential

$495

Septic (12 mo.) - Commercial

$495

Septic Renewal (12 mo.) - Residential

$495

Septic Renewal (12 mo.) - Commercial

$495

Septic Renewal (6 mo. After Current Permit
Expiration) - Residential

$374

Septic Renewal (6 mo. After Current Permit
Expiration) - Commercial

$374

Septic Renewal (6 mo. Before Current Permit
Expiration) - Residential

$127

Septic Renewal (6 mo. Before Current Permit
Expiration) - Commercial

$127

Septic System Installer's Contractor License

$413

Well - Non-Potable Permit

$132

Well - Potable Permit

$132

Well Monitoring Permit for Up to 10 Monitoring Wells
$132
Per Site

If More than Ten
Monitoring Wells, an
Additional Application
and Fee Must be
Submitted for each
Increment of Up to Ten
Wells

BUILDING INSPECTION
Re-Inspection Fee

$61

No Technology Fee
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Building Civil Citation - Unpermitted or Illegal
Construction - See Below

Up to $1,000 per Violation No Technology Fee
per Discipline

Post Construction Permit Fee for Unpermitted
Construction - Residential One- and Two-Family
Dwellings - First Offense per Discipline: Building,
Electrical, Mechanical, Fire Protection, Geotechnical,
and Civil

$250 per Discipline

No Technology Fee

Post Construction Permit Fee for Unpermitted
Construction - Residential One- and Two-Family
Dwellings - Second or Subsequent Offense within 24months per Discipline: Building, Electrical,
Mechanical, Fire Protection, Geotechnical, and Civil

$500 per Discipline

No Technology Fee

Post Construction Permit Fee for Unpermitted
Construction - Commercial - First or Subsequent
Offense within 24 Months per Discipline: Building,
Electrical, Mechanical, Fire Protection, Geotechnical,
and Civil

$1,000 per Discipline

No Technology Fee

Miscellaneous Inspection Fees

Various

Investigation Fee for Site Development - Residential

$165

Investigation Fee for Site Development - Commercial

$275

ENFORCEMENT
Short-Term Rental License Fee - Host

$165

No Technology Fee

Short-Term Rental License Fee - Platform

$2,750

No Technology Fee

Single Family Rental License Fee

$127

Bi-annual; No Technology
Fee

Multi-Family Rental License Fee

$83 per Unit

Bi-annual; No Technology
Fee

Enforcement Civil Citation - Short-Term Rental - Host $1,000

No Technology Fee

Enforcement Civil Citation - Short-Term Rental Platform

$1,000

No Technology Fee

Enforcement Civil Citation - Single Family Housing

$100 First Citation, $200
Second Citation, $500
Third and Subsequent
Citations Issued for the
Same Violation per Unit.

No Technology Fee

Enforcement Civil Citation - Multi-Family Housing

$100 First Citation, $200
Second Citation, $500
Third and Subsequent
Citations Issued for the
Same Violation per Unit.

No Technology Fee

Enforcement Civil Citation - Commercial/Zoning

$250 First Citation, $500
Second Citation, $1,000
Third and Subsequent

No Technology Fee
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Citations Issued for the
Same Violation per Unit.

Enforcement Civil Citation - Administrative Citation

$300 First Citation, $600
Second Citation, $900
Third and Subsequent
Citations Issued for the
Same Violation per Unit.

No Technology Fee

Miscellaneous Collections

$68 per hour over two
hours; $0.25 per lettersized page; $5 per
document (permits, U&O
certificates, oversized
sheets, inspection history,
census reports, certified
copies); $44 plus $5 per
page for re-stamped
plans).

No Technology Fee

Nuisance Abatement Fine*

$500 - $1,000

No Technology Fee

Home Builders Guaranty Fund (DPIE Keeps $1 for
Admin. Processing)

$50

Per DU; No Technology
Fee

Public Safety Fee - Mitigation for Police

$4,983

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

Public Safety Fee - Mitigation for Fire

$1,741

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

Public Safety Surcharge Fee - Transportation Service
Area 1

$2,638

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

Public Safety Surcharge Fee - All Other Buildings

$7,909

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

School Surcharge Fee - Inside the Beltway

$9,770

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

School Surcharge Fee - Outside the Beltway

$16,748

Per Building; No
Technology Fee

Special Utility Permit - Under Roadway

$300 + $2/LF of Utility
Under Roadway

Special Utility Permit - Under Roadway - Drawdown

$300 + $2/LF of Utility
Under Roadway

Special Utility Permit - Not Under Roadway

$300 + $0.50/LF of Utility
Not Under Roadway

Special Utility Permit - Not Under Roadway Drawdown

$300 + $0.50/LF of Utility
Not Under Roadway

Special Utility Permit - Aerial Utility in ROW

$300 + $0.20/LF of Aerial
Utility in ROW

NON-DPIE FEES - No 10% Increase
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Special Utility Permit - Aerial Utility in ROW Drawdown

$300 + $0.20/LF of Aerial
Utility in ROW

Special Utility Permit Impact Fee (Moratorium Roads) $10/LF of Roadway Cut
Special Utility Permit Impact Fee (Moratorium Roads)
$10/LF of Roadway Cut
- Drawdown
Special Utility Permit Extension

$100

Maintenance Utility Permit Annual Fee

$5,000

Flat Fee

Maintenance Utility Permit A&I Fee - Category I Cuts
$125
- 100 SF or smaller

Per Cut

Maintenance Utility Permit A&I Fee - Category I Cuts
$300
> 100 SF

Per Cut

Maintenance Utility Permit A&I Fee - Category II
Cuts - 100 SF or smaller

$50

Per Cut

Maintenance Utility Permit A&I Fee - Category II
Cuts > 100 SF

$100

Per Cut

Maintenance Utility Permit A&I Fee - Aerial
Installation

$17.50

Per LF

Bond Recall Fee for Grading, Drainage

$250

Bond Reduction Fee for Grading, Drainage

$250

Developer Contribution - Road Construction Fee-inLieu - Frontage*** LMS Note: When depositing
payments, prepare receipt with customer number
account that each payment should be deposited to.

Varies; No Technology
Fee

Developer Contribution - Road Construction Fee-inLieu - Offsite Improvement PB condition*** LMS
Note: When depositing payments, prepare receipt with
customer number account that each payment should be
deposited to.

Varies; No Technology
Fee

Developer Contribution - Drainage/Stormwater
Management Fee-in Lieu*** LMS Note: When
depositing payments, prepare receipt with customer
number account that each payment should be deposited
to.

Varies; No Technology
Fee

Bikeway Signage

$210
Varies; No Technology
Fee

Fair Share Contribution

M-NCPPC Review Fee

$5

No Technology Fee

Cell Towers

$750

$50 + Construction Cost ×
0.008 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC Fee

Telecommunication Antennas (New)

$750

$50 + Construction Cost ×
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0.008 + Grading Fee + $5
M-NCPPC Fee
Telecommunication Antennas (Co-location)

$375

Telecommunication Antennas (Modification)

$225

Small Wireless Facility Administrative Fee (Filing
Fee)

$400

Small Wireless Facility Permit Fee - per linear foot of
utility facility installed under roadway pavement in
public right-of-way

$2.60

Per LF Utility Facility
Under Roadway Pavement
in Public ROW

Small Wireless Facility Permit Fee - per linear foot of
utility facility installed outside roadway pavement in
public right-of-way

$0.65

Per LF Utility Facility
Outside Roadway
Pavement in Public ROW

Small Wireless Facility Permit Fee - per linear foot of
aerial utility facility in public right-of-way

$0.30

Per LF Aerial Utility
Facility in Public ROW

Small Wireless Facility Permit Fee - per structure

$50.00

Per Structure

Small Wireless Facility Permit Fee Moratorium Road $13.00
per linear foot of roadway pavement cut

Per LF Roadway
Pavement Cut

Small Wireless Facility Permit Revision Fee (before
issuance) - for each review cycle after first

$150.00

Per Review Cycle after
First Cycle

Small Wireless Facility Permit Revision Fee (after
issuance)

Calculated based on the
above for revised portion
of permit

Small Wireless Facility Permit Extension Fee

$130.00

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - Issuance

No charge

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - Renewal (due annually, beginning on first
anniversary)

$270.00 per facility

Due Annually

(Additional fees due at renewal of Small Wireless
Facility Maintenance Utility Permit, based on work
performed in prior year)
Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - category 1 cuts in pavement - cuts of 100 square $165.00
feet or smaller

Per Cut up to 100 SF

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - category 1 cuts in pavement - cuts larger than
100 square feet

$390.00

Per Cut over 100 SF

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - category 2 cuts outside pavement - cuts of 100
square feet or smaller

$65.00

Per Cut up to 100 SF

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
Fee - category 2 cuts outside pavement - cuts larger
than 100 square feet

$130.00

Per Cut

Small Wireless Facility Maintenance Utility Permit
$23.00
Fee - above ground installation per linear foot of aerial

Per LF
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installation
Technology Fee

5%

As Appropriate

Note: All DPIE/Health permitting and licensing fees are assessed an additional five percent (5%) Technology
Fee except for: Park and Planning (M-NCPPC) fee, multi-family and single-family rental licenses, short-term
rental licenses, mobile vendor food truck, citations, fines* late fees,** and fees-in-lieu***. All fees are subject
to change based on County codes.
Change in Govolution Fees:
The Govolution servicing fees for ACH, credit and debit card payment processing are as follows:
* eCheck/ACH payments will incur a servicing fee of $1.50.
* Visa Consumer Debit Transactions will incur a flat rate service fee of $3.95.
* All other Credit & Debit card transactions will incur a service fee of 2.45% of the payment amount.
Visit ePayments to make online payments.

DIVISION 15. - REDEVELOPMENT AND URBAN RENEWAL.
SUBDIVISION 1. - URBAN RENEWAL PLAN.
Sec. 2-254. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Blighted Area shall mean an area in which a majority of buildings have declined in productivity by reason of
obsolescence, depreciation or other causes to an extent they no longer justify fundamental repairs and adequate
maintenance.
(2)
Bonds shall mean any bonds (including refunding bonds), notes, interim certificates, certificates of indebtedness,
debentures or other obligations.
(3)
Federal Government shall include the United States of America or any agency or instrumentality, corporate or
otherwise, of the United States of America.
(4)
Slum Area shall mean any area where dwellings predominate, which, by reason of depreciation, overcrowding,
faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities, or any combination of these factors,
are detrimental to the public safety, health or morals.
(5)
Urban Renewal Area shall mean a slum area or a blighted area or a combination thereof which the County
designates as appropriate for an urban renewal project.
(6)
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Urban Renewal Plan shall mean a plan, as it exists from time to time, for an urban renewal project, which plan
shall be sufficiently complete to indicate such land acquisition, demolition and removal of structures,
redevelopment, improvements, and rehabilitation as may be proposed to be carried out in the urban renewal area,
zoning and planning changes, if any, land uses, maximum density and building requirements.
(7)
Urban Renewal Project shall mean undertakings and activities of the County in an urban renewal area for the
elimination and for the prevention of the development or spread of slums and blight, and may involve slum
clearance and redevelopment in an urban renewal area, or rehabilitation or conservation in an urban renewal
area, or any combination or part thereof in accordance with an urban renewal plan. Such undertakings and
activities may include:
(A)
Acquisition of a slum area or a blighted area or portion thereof;
(B)
Demolition and removal of buildings and improvements;
(C)
Installation, construction or reconstruction of streets, utilities, parks, playgrounds and other improvements
necessary for carrying out in the urban renewal area the urban renewal objectives of this Division in accordance
with the urban renewal plan;
(D)
Disposition of any property acquired in the urban renewal area including sale, initial leasing or retention by the
County itself, at its fair value for uses in accordance with the urban renewal plan;
(E)
Carrying out plans for a program of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings or other
improvements in accordance with the urban renewal plan;
(F)
Acquisition of any other real property in the urban renewal area where necessary to eliminate unhealthful,
unsanitary or unsafe conditions, lessen density, eliminate obsolete or other uses detrimental to the public
welfare, or otherwise to remove or prevent the spread of blight or deterioration, or to provide land for needed
public facilities.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 1; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1; PLL Sec. 18-12)
Sec. 2-255. - Urban renewal powers of Council.
(a)
The Council shall carry out urban renewal projects in all areas; provided, however, that the consent of the
governing body of any incorporated municipality shall be obtained as a prerequisite to the County undertaking
any urban renewal project within the territorial boundaries of incorporated towns or cities. The County shall
include within the urban renewal project the total parcels of land, or any designated portion thereof severed by
the territorial boundaries of any two (2) or more incorporated towns or cities with the consent of the governing
body of the area or areas included.
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(b)
Urban renewal shall be limited to slum clearance in slum or blighted areas and redevelopment or the
rehabilitation of slum or blighted areas. The Council shall have the power to:
(1)
Acquire in connection with such projects, within the corporate limits of the County, land and property of every
kind and any right, interest, franchise, easement, or privilege therein, including land or property and any right or
interest therein already devoted to public use, by purchase, lease, gift, condemnation, or any other legal means;
(2)
Sell, lease, convey, transfer, or otherwise dispose of any of the land or property, regardless of whether or not it
has been developed, redeveloped, altered, or improved and irrespective of the manner or means in or by which it
may have been acquired, to any private, public or quasi-public corporation, partnership, association, person, or
other legal entity.
(c)
No land or property taken by the County for any of the aforementioned purposes or in connection with the
exercise of any of the powers of the County under this Division by the exercise of the power of eminent domain
shall be taken without just compensation, as agreed upon between the parties, or awarded by a jury, being first
paid or tendered to the party entitled to such compensation. All land or property needed or taken by the exercise
of the power of eminent domain by the County for any of the aforementioned purposes or in connection with the
exercise of any of the powers of the County under this Division is declared to be needed or taken for public uses
and purposes. Any or all of the activities authorized pursuant to this Division shall constitute governmental
functions undertaken for public uses and purposes and the power of taxation may be exercised, public funds
expended and public credit extended in furtherance thereof.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 2; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-256. - Additional powers of Council.
(a)
Council shall have the following powers which are necessary and proper to carry into full force and effect the
specific powers granted in Section 2-255 and to fully accomplish the purposes and objects contemplated by the
provisions of this Division.
(1)
Make or have made all surveys and plans necessary to the carrying out of the purposes of this Division and to
adopt or approve, modify and amend such plans, which plans may include but shall not be limited to:
(A)
Plans for carrying out a program of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings and
improvements;
(B)
Plans for the enforcement of codes and regulations relating to the use of land and the use of occupancy of
buildings and improvements and to the compulsory repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal of buildings
and improvements; and,
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(C)
Appraisals, title searches, surveys, studies, and other plans and work necessary to prepare for the undertaking of
urban renewal projects and related activities; and to apply for, accept, and utilize grants of funds from the
Federal Government for such purposes;
(2)
Prepare plans for the relocation of persons (including families, business concerns, and others) displaced from an
urban renewal area, and to make relocation payments to or with respect to such persons for moving expenses and
losses of property for which reimbursement or compensation is not otherwise made, including the making of
such payments financed by the Federal Government;
(3)
Appropriate such funds and make such expenditures as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
Division, including the payment or reimbursement of reasonable actual costs incurred as a result of utility
relocations when such relocations are made necessary by an urban renewal project, after making appropriate
adjustment for any improvements or betterments to the utility's facilities made in connection with the relocation;
and to levy taxes and assessments for such purposes; to borrow money and to apply for and accept advances,
loans, grants, contributions, and any other form of financial assistance from the Federal Government, the State,
or other public bodies, or from any sources, public or private, for the purposes of this Division, and to give such
security as may be required therefor; to invest any urban renewal funds held in reserves or sinking funds or any
such funds not required for immediate disbursement, in property or securities which are legal investments for
other County funds.
(4)
Hold, improve, clear, or prepare for redevelopment any property acquired in connection with urban renewal
projects; to mortgage, pledge, hypothecate, or otherwise encumber such property; to insure or provide for the
insurance of such property or operations of the County against any risks or hazards, including the power to pay
premiums on any such insurance;
(5)
Make and execute all contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers under
this Division, including the power to enter into agreement with any other public bodies or agencies (which
agreements may extend over any period, notwithstanding any provision or rule of law to the contrary), and to
include in any contract for financial assistance with the Federal Government for or with respect to an urban
renewal project and related activities such conditions imposed pursuant to Federal laws as the County may deem
reasonable and appropriate;
(6)
Enter into any building or property in any urban renewal area in order to make inspections, surveys, appraisals,
soundings, or test borings, and to obtain an order for this purpose from the Circuit Court in the event entry is
denied or resisted;
(7)
Plan, replan, install, construct, reconstruct, repair, close, or vacate streets, roads, sidewalks, public utilities,
parks, playgrounds, and other public improvements in connection with an urban renewal project; providing the
same is approved by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission within the regional district
and to make exceptions from building regulations;
(8)
202/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Generally organize, coordinate and direct the administration of the provisions of this Division as they apply to
the County in order that the objective of remedying slum and blighted areas and preventing the causes thereof
within the County may be most effectively promoted and achieved; and,
(9)
Exercise all or any part or combination of powers granted in this Section.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 2; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-257. - Urban Renewal Agency.
(a)
The Council may itself exercise all the powers contained in this Division or may, if the Council by legislative act
determines such action to be in the public interest, elect to have such powers exercised by a separate public body
or agency as hereinafter provided. In the event the Council makes such determination, it shall proceed by
ordinance to establish a public body or agency to undertake in the County the activities authorized by this
Division. Such legislative act shall include provisions establishing the number of members of such public body
or agency, the manner of their appointment and removal, the terms of the members and their compensation. The
legislative act may include such additional provisions relating to the organization of the public body or agency
as may be necessary.
(b)
In the event the Council enacts such a law, all of the powers under this Division shall, from the effective date of
the Act, be vested in the public body or agency thereby established, except:
(1)
The power to pass a resolution to initiate an urban renewal project pursuant to Section 2-258;
(2)
The power to issue general obligation bonds pursuant to Section 2-268;
(3)
The power to appropriate funds, and to levy taxes and assessments pursuant to Section 2-256(a)(3).
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 3; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-14)
Sec. 2-258. - Initiation of project.
(a)
In order to initiate an urban renewal project, the Council shall adopt an act which:
(1)
Finds that one or more slum or blighted areas exist in the County;
(2)
Locates and defines the slum or blighted areas;
(3)
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Finds that the rehabilitation, redevelopment, or a combination thereof, of such area or areas, is necessary in the
interest of the public health, safety, morals, or welfare of the residents of the County; and,
(4)
With respect to incorporated areas, the Council shall comply with Subsections (a)(1), (2), and (3) of this Section
and make a request to the municipality to initiate the project.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 4; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-259. - Urban Renewal Plan; preparation; hearing; approval.
(a)
The Council, in order to carry out the purposes of this Division, shall prepare or cause to be prepared an urban
renewal plan for slum or blighted areas in the County, and shall formally approve such plan. Prior to its approval
of an urban renewal project, the Council shall submit such plan to the Planning Board for review and
recommendation as to its conformity with the master plan for the development of the County as a whole.
(b)
The Planning Board shall submit its written recommendation with respect to the proposed urban renewal plan to
the Council within sixty (60) days after receipt of the plan for review. Upon receipt of the recommendations of
the Planning Board or, if no recommendations are received within sixty (60) days, then without such
recommendations, the Council may proceed with a public hearing on the proposed urban renewal project.
(c)
The Council shall hold a public hearing on an urban renewal project after public notice thereof by publication in
a newspaper having a general circulation within the corporate limits of the County. The notice shall describe the
time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing, shall generally identify the urban renewal area covered by the plan,
and shall outline the general scope of the urban renewal project under consideration.
(d)
Following such hearing, the Council may approve an urban renewal project and the plan therefor if it finds that:
(1)
A feasible method exists for the location of any families who will be displaced from the urban renewal area in
decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations within their means and without undue hardship to such
families;
(2)
The urban renewal plan substantially conforms to the master plan of the County as a whole; and,
(3)
The urban renewal plan will afford maximum opportunity, consistent with the sound needs of the County as a
whole, for the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the urban renewal area by private enterprise.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 5; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-260. - Urban Renewal Plan; change; effect; approval.
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(a)
An urban renewal plan may be modified at any time, provided that if modified after the lease or sale of real
property in the urban renewal project area, the modification may be conditioned upon such approval of the
owner, lessee or successor in interest as the County may deem advisable and in any event shall be subject to
such rights at law or in equity as a lessee or purchaser, or his successor or successors in interest, may be entitled
to assert. Where the proposed modification will substantially change the urban renewal plan as previously
approved by the County, the modification shall be formally approved by the County as in the case of an original
plan.
(b)
Upon the approval by the County of an urban renewal plan or of any modification thereof, such plan or
modification shall be deemed to be in full force and effect for the respective urban renewal area. The County
may then cause such plan or modification to be carried out in accordance with its terms.
(c)
The County, prior to undertaking urban renewal projects within the territorial boundaries of incorporated areas,
shall receive a resolution from the governing body of the incorporated area, stating approval of the urban
renewal plan or plans.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 5; Laws 1968, ch. 720, Sec. 1)
SUBDIVISION 2. - URBAN RENEWAL PROPERTY.
Sec. 2-261. - Disposal of property; powers.
(a)
The County may sell, lease, or otherwise transfer real property or any interest therein acquired for it by an urban
renewal project, for residential, recreational, commercial, industrial, educational, or other uses or for public use,
or may retain such property or interest for public use, in accordance with the urban renewal plan, subject to such
covenants, conditions, and restrictions, including covenants running with the land, as it may deem to be
necessary or desirable to assist in preventing the development or spread of future slums or blighted areas or to
otherwise carry out the purposes of this Subdivision. The purchasers or lessees and their successors and assigns
shall be obligated to devote such real property only to the uses specified in the urban renewal plan, and may be
obligated to comply with such other requirements as the County may determine to be in the public interest,
including the obligation to begin within a reasonable time any improvements on such real property required by
the urban renewal plan. Such real property or interest shall be sold, leased, otherwise transferred, or retained at
not less than its fair value for uses in accordance with the urban renewal plan. In determining the fair value of
real property for uses in accordance with the urban renewal plan, the County shall take into account and give
consideration to the uses provided in such plan; the restrictions upon, and the covenants, conditions, and
obligations assumed by the purchaser or lessee or by the County retaining the property; and the objectives of
such plan for the prevention of the recurrence of slum or blighted areas. The County in any instrument of
conveyance to a private purchaser or lessee may provide that such purchaser or lessee shall be without power to
sell, lease, or otherwise transfer the real property without the prior written consent of the County until he has
completed the construction of any or all improvements which he has obligated himself to construct thereon.
(b)
Real property acquired by the County which, in accordance with the provisions of the urban renewal plan, is to
be transferred, shall be transferred as rapidly as feasible in the public interest consistent with the carrying out of
the provisions of the urban renewal plan. Any contract for such transfer and the urban renewal plan (or such part
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or parts of such contract or plan as the municipality may determine) may be recorded in the land records of the
County in such manner as to afford actual or constructive notice thereof.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 6; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-17)
Sec. 2-262. - Disposal of urban renewal property.
(a)
The County may dispose of real property in an urban renewal area to private persons only under reasonable
competitive bidding procedures as it shall prescribe. The County may, by public notice by publication in a
newspaper having general circulation in the community (not less than sixty (60) days prior to the execution of
any contract to sell, lease or otherwise transfer real property and prior to the delivery of any instrument of
conveyance with respect thereto under the provisions of this Division) invite proposals from and make available
all pertinent information to private redevelopers or any persons interested in undertaking to redevelop or
rehabilitate an urban renewal area, or any part thereof.
(b)
The notice shall identify the area, or portion thereof, and state that proposals shall be made by those interested
within a specified period of not less than sixty (60) days after the first day of publication of the notice. Any
further available information may be obtained at the office designated in the notice.
(c)
The County shall consider all such redevelopment or rehabilitation proposals and the financial and legal ability
of the persons making such proposal to carry them out, and may negotiate with any persons for proposals for the
purchase, lease or other transfer of any real property acquired by the County in the urban renewal area. The
County may accept such proposals as it deems to be in the public interest and in furtherance of the purposes of
this Division. Thereafter, the County executes and delivers contracts, deeds, leases and other instruments and
takes all steps necessary to effectuate such transfers.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 6; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-17)
Sec. 2-263. - Temporary operation.
The County may temporarily operate and maintain real property acquired by it in an urban renewal area for or in
connection with an urban renewal project pending the disposition of the real property as authorized in this
Division, without regard to the provisions of Section 2-261, for such uses and purposes as may be deemed
desirable even though not in conformity with the urban renewal plan.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 6; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-17)
Sec. 2-264. - Execution of title.
Any instrument executed by the County and purporting to convey any right, title, or interest in any property
under this Division shall be conclusively presumed to have been executed in compliance with the provisions of
this Division insofar as title or other interest of any bona fide purchaser, lessees, or transferees of such property
is concerned.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 6; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-17)
Sec. 2-265. - Residential housing.
In the event that urban renewal plans involve removal of residential housing, provisions and plans shall be made
for their replacement with adequate facilities for the residents so displaced.
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(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 6; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-17)
Sec. 2-266. - Eminent domain.
Condemnation of land or property under the provisions of this Division shall be in accordance with the
procedure provided in Title 12, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and acts amendatory
thereof or supplementary thereto.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 7; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-18)
Sec. 2-267. - Private enterprise; encouragement.
The County to the greatest extent it determines to be feasible in carrying out the provisions of this Division, shall
afford maximum opportunity, consistent with the sound needs of the County as a whole, to the rehabilitation or
redevelopment of any urban renewal area by private enterprise. The County shall give consideration to this
objective in exercising its powers under this Division.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 8; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-19)
Sec. 2-268. - General obligation bonds.
For the purpose of financing and carrying out of an urban renewal project and related activities, the County may
issue and sell its general obligation bonds. Any bonds issued by the County pursuant to this Division shall be
issued in the manner and within the limitations prescribed by applicable law for the issuance and authorizations
of general obligation bonds by such County and also within such limitations as shall be determined by the
County.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 9; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-20)
SUBDIVISION 3. - REVENUE BONDS.
Sec. 2-269. - Revenue bonds; payment pledge; trust.
(a)
In addition to the authority conferred by Section 2-268 the County shall issue revenue bonds to finance the
undertaking of any urban renewal project and related activities. It shall issue refunding bonds for the payment or
retirement of such bonds previously issued by it. Such bonds shall be made payable, as to both principal and
interest, solely from the income, proceeds, revenues, and funds of the County derived from or held in connection
with its undertaking and carrying out of urban renewal projects under this Division.
(b)
Payment of such bonds, both as to principal and interest, may be further secured by a pledge of any loan, grant,
or contribution from the Federal Government or other source, in aid of any urban renewal projects of the County
under this Division, and by a mortgage of any such urban renewal projects, or any part thereof, title to which is
in the County.
(c)
In addition, the County may enter into an indenture of trust with any private banking institution of this State
having trust powers and may make in such indenture of trust such covenants and commitments as may be
required by any purchaser for the adequate security of the bonds.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
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Sec. 2-270. - Bond provisions and exceptions.
Bonds issued under this Division shall not constitute an indebtedness within the meaning of any constitutional or
statutory debt limitation or restriction, shall not be subject to the provisions of any other law or charter relating
to the authorization, issuance or sale of bonds, and are hereby specifically exempted from the restrictions
contained in Sections 9, 10, and 11 of Article 31 of the Annotated Code of Maryland (1957 Edition, as
amended). Bonds issued under the provisions of this Division are declared to be issued for an essential public
and governmental purpose and, together with interest thereon and income therefrom, shall be exempted from all
taxes.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
Sec. 2-271. - Issuance of bonds.
Bonds issued under this Division shall be authorized by ordinance of the Council and may be issued in one (1)
or more series. The bonds shall bear such date or dates, mature at such time or times, bear interest at such rate or
rates, not exceeding six percent (6%) per annum, be in such denomination or denominations, be in such form
either with or without coupon or registered, carry such conversion or registration privileges, have such rank or
priority, be executed in such manner, be payable in such medium or payment, at such place or places, and be
subject to such terms of redemption (with or without premium), be secured in such manner, and have such other
characteristics, as may be provided by such resolution or trust indenture or mortgage issued pursuant thereto.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
Sec. 2-272. - Sale of bonds.
Bonds issued under this Division may be sold at not less than par at public sales held after notice published prior
to such sale in a newspaper having a general circulation in the County and in such other medium of publication
as the County may determine or may be exchanged for other bonds on the basis of par. Such bonds may be sold
to the Federal Government at private sale at not less than par, and, in the event less than all of the authorized
principal amount of such bonds is sold to the Federal Government, the balance may be sold at private sale at not
less than par at an interest cost to the County of not to exceed the interest cost to the County of the portion of the
bonds sold to the Federal Government.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
Sec. 2-273. - Officials' signatures.
In case any of the public officials of the County whose signatures appear on any bonds or coupons issued under
this Division cease to be such officials before delivery of such bond or, in the event any such officials cease to be
public officials after the date of issue of the bonds, the bonds shall nevertheless be valid and binding obligations
of the County in accordance with their terms. Any provisions of any law to the contrary notwithstanding, any
bonds issued pursuant to this Division shall be fully negotiable.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
Sec. 2-274. - Suit on bonds.
In any suit, action, or proceeding involving the validity or enforceability of any bond issued under this Division
or the security therefor, any such bond reciting in substance that it has been issued by the County in connection
with an urban renewal project, as herein defined, shall be conclusively deemed to have been issued for such
purpose. Such project shall be conclusively deemed to have been planned, located, and carried out in accordance
with the provisions of this Division.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
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Sec. 2-275. - Investments in bonds.
(a)
All banks, trust companies, bankers, savings banks and institutions, building and loan associations, savings and
loan associations, investment companies, and other persons carrying on a banking or investment business; all
insurance companies, insurance associations, and other persons carrying on an insurance business; and all
executors, administrators, curators, trustees, and other fiduciaries, may legally invest any sinking funds, monies,
or other funds belonging to them or within their control in any bonds or other obligations issued by the County
pursuant to this Division provided that such bonds and other obligations are secured by an agreement between
the issuer and the Federal Government in which the issuer agrees to borrow from the Federal Government and
the Federal Government agrees to lend to the issuer, prior to the maturity of such bonds or other obligations,
monies in an amount which (together with any other monies irrevocably committed to the payment of principal
and interest on such bonds or other obligations) will suffice to pay the principal of such bonds or other
obligations with interest to maturity thereon.
(b)
Such monies under the terms of the agreement are required to be used for the purpose of paying the principal of
and the interest on such bonds or other obligations at their maturity. Such bonds and other obligations shall be
authorized security for all public deposits. It is the purpose of this Section to authorize any persons, political
subdivisions and officers, public or private, to use any funds owned or controlled by them for the purchase of
any bonds or other obligations. Nothing contained in this Section with regard to legal investments shall be
construed as relieving any person of any duty of exercising reasonable care in selecting securities.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-21)
Sec. 2-276. - Review and approval.
All plans, whether preliminary or final, prepared or presented under the provisions of this Division by the
County shall not conflict with, and shall conform to the master plan for the County. This Section shall be
construed to mean that all urban renewal plans affecting a change in zoning shall be reviewed by the MarylandNational Capital Park and Planning Commission. Any zoning amendments pursuant to this urban renewal
program shall be approved by the District Council.
(Laws 1963, ch. 778, Sec. 12; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-23)
DIVISION 16. - COUNTY RECORDS AND EXPENSES.
Sec. 2-277. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Nonrecord shall mean the types of materials defined as nonrecord by Section 179, Article 41, of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, 1957.
(2)
Photographs shall mean photographs, photocopies, or microphotographs.
(3)
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Record shall mean any book, paper, photograph, map, or other documentary material, regardless of physical
form or characteristic, created or received by any department in pursuance of law or in connection with the
transaction of public business, and preserved or deemed appropriate for preservation by that agency or its
legitimate successor as evidence of the organization, functions, policies, procedures, decisions, or operations of
such department, or because of the informational value of the data contained therein.
(4)
Record retention schedule shall mean an itemized list of the retention periods established for the records of a
department pursuant to the provisions of Sections 2-278 and 2-279.
(5)
Records Management Officer shall mean the Chief, Administrative Services Division, or any other person so
designated by the Council.
(6)
The Records Management Program shall mean and include records storage; forms management; microfilm and
information retrieval; creation of record retention schedules; and disposal of records.
(7)
Retention period shall mean the period of time for which a record shall be retained.
(Ord. and Res., 1967, Sec. 2-2; CB-27-1980)
Sec. 2-278. - Records Management Officer; powers and duties; department heads.
(a)
The Records Management Officer shall have primary responsibility for the development and administration of a
continuing records management program for the records of each department of the County. In addition to, and
not by way of limitation of, his general responsibility for the records management program, he shall have the
following express responsibilities, duties and powers in connection with the records activities of each
department of the County:
(1)
Establish standards, procedures, and techniques for the effective management of County records.
(2)
Prepare record retention schedules providing for the retention of County records of continuing value and for the
prompt and orderly disposal of County records no longer possessing sufficient administrative, legal, or fiscal
value to warrant their further preservation. Prior to becoming operative, such retention schedules shall receive
the written approval of the Chief Administrative Officer and the Hall of Records Commission.
(3)
Review proposals for the purchase or rental of filing equipment, microfilm or photocopying devices, and make
recommendations thereon to the department heads.
(4)
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Review all proposals to microfilm records, whether or not the ultimate destruction of the original records is
involved.
(5)
Consult with and advise the departments in an effort to achieve uniformity of new forms.
(6)
Inspect records and records management practices of all executive departments.
(7)
Organize and administer a records storage center or centers for the inactive records of the County.
(8)
Develop, publish, and enforce standards of classifying, indexing, and filing records.
(9)
Require such reports as he deems necessary.
(10)
Assist office and department heads in training files and records personnel.
(b)
The head of each department shall:
(1)
Cooperate with the Records Management Officer in the preparation of records retention schedules made by him
pursuant to the provisions of this Section.
(2)
Comply with the rules, regulations, standards, and procedures issued by the Records Management Officer with
respect to the retention, disposal and storage, and photographic reproduction of departmental records.
(3)
Designate an employee to provide liaison with the Records Management Officer and assist him in carrying out
the program in his department.
(Ord. and Res., 1967, Sec. 2-3; CB-27-1980)
Sec. 2-279. - Maintenance of records involving County interests.
The Chief Administrative Officer, acting as custodian, shall maintain all deeds, bonds, contracts, releases,
executive orders and directions, and other papers and instruments involving the legal interest of the County and
any of its agencies, offices, and departments. Subject to the exceptions set forth in Section 203 of Charter as
effective on February 8, 1971, the above papers and instruments shall be maintained solely for reference and
examination by the public. Any person may have access to them during business hours. The above papers and
instruments shall be in addition to those maintained for any other purpose.
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(CB-71-1972; CB-169-1972)
Sec. 2-280. - Disposal of records.
(a)
Records created or received by the County government in the course of official business are the property of the
County government and shall not be destroyed, sold, transferred, or otherwise disposed of except in a manner
prescribed by record retention schedules approved as provided in this Division.
(b)
When records are disposed of, a certificate of disposal, listing the records and certifying to their disposal, shall
be filed with the Hall of Records of the State.
(c)
Records of archives of the County which are deemed to have historical significance may, at the discretion of the
Records Management Officer and with the approval of the County Executive, be lent to any responsible
organization or group. They shall be properly preserved, displayed, indexed, and made available for reference
purposes by such organization.
(Ord. and Res., 1967, Sec. 2-4)
Sec. 2-281. - Charter, resolutions, acts, and ordinances; maintenance.
The Clerk of the Council, acting as custodian, shall maintain in the offices of the Council at Upper Marlboro,
Maryland, records containing a signed copy of the minutes of each meeting of the board of commissioners held
on or after July 1, 1950, and a signed copy of the minutes of each meeting of the Council held on or after
February 8, 1971, and records containing an attested copy of each resolution adopted by the board of
commissioners on or after July 1, 1950, and on or after February 8, 1971, records containing an attested copy of
all acts, ordinances, and resolutions adopted pursuant to Charter, all records of the District Council and the
official copy of Charter. Such records shall be in addition to those maintained for any other purpose, and shall be
maintained solely for reference and examination by the public, and any person may have access to them during
business hours. Records which are microfilmed or duplicated from the originals and maintained by the Clerk in
lieu of the original documents shall satisfy the provisions of this Section.
(CR-71-1972; CR-27-1980)
Sec. 2-282. - Certification and copying documents; fee.
(a)
Any person authorized by law to inspect any County record, document, or written matter shall be entitled to
receive a copy thereof upon paying the actual cost of reproducing the document requested, or the cost as
determined by the Council and published with the document, or by separate listing as the reasonable cost to the
County for publishing.
(b)
There shall be no charge for documents which the County publishes for public information or is required by law
to provide at no charge. Public information documents shall, however, only be available free of charge so long as
they are in supply for distribution.
(c)
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For an additional fee of fifty cents ($.50) per certification, the department head or custodian of the document
shall deliver to the applicant a written statement that the attached copies of documents are true copies of
documents in his possession on which he has written true copy test with his signature underneath, and he shall so
write on the copies true copies test with his signature.
(CB-15-1971)
Sec. 2-283. - Property acquired by officials; report.
Every member of the County Police Force, the Sheriff and all deputies, the County Medical Examiner, and all
other law enforcement officers and public officials, except members of the Department of Maryland State
Police, shall, within forty-eight (48) hours, deliver to the property clerk for immediate registering in the property
record book all property and money coming into their possession in any manner whatever by reason of their
official duties. The clerk shall give a receipt for and retain all such property, except as otherwise provided in this
Code.
(Laws 1951, ch. 233; 1953 Code, Sec. 464A; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-2)
Sec. 2-284. - Newspapers of record; bonds; obligations.
(a)
All newspapers of record, as defined in Section 1008 of the Charter, shall post a bond of Two Thousand Dollars
($2,000.00) to indemnify the County, against any loss by reason of failure of a newspaper of record to advertise
as ordered by the County, or by reason of making a material mistake in an advertisement ordered by the County.
This compensation shall be for the purpose of paying the costs of proper readvertisement in all newspapers of
record.
(b)
All newspapers of record of the County, upon accepting designation as a newspaper of record, shall be obligated
to print announcements, advertisements, etc., in a timely manner, as ordered by the County. The repeated failure
to advertise in a timely manner shall be grounds for the County to cancel its designation as a newspaper of
record. The County shall give four (4) weeks public notice and provide for a public hearing before canceling the
newspaper's designation as a newspaper of record.
(CB-39-1971)
Sec. 2-285. - Agencies receiving County funds.
All agencies and organizations, except incorporated municipalities and bi-county commissions for which other
provision is made by law, that receive County funds shall file a report with the Council, semiannually, showing a
financial statement of such agency or organization listing the County funds received and the expenditure thereof.
The Council shall publish such report, or a consolidation of such reports, to the extent that they may deem
proper.
(Laws 1955, ch. 644; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-3)
Sec. 2-286. - Contracts and agreements with Federal Government.
All contracts and agreements with the Federal Government or any agency thereof shall be authorized by Council
order identifying the contract. Such authorization shall constitute a finding by the Council that the contract is in
the public interest and for a public purpose without an express recital thereof or passage of a special ordinance.
(Gen. Res. No. 29-1967, Sec. 1)
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Sec. 2-287. - County employees; legal fees; expenses.
Prince George's County is hereby authorized and empowered to establish, maintain, and operate a fund or
procure an appropriate insurance policy which may be appropriated and levied for in the annual budget of said
County or from any other general or contingency funds available for appropriation by the County Council to
provide for legal fees and expenses of all County employees who, in a civil or criminal case, including a
disciplinary proceeding or an appeal therefrom, are wrongfully charged with or accused of the commission of
any wrong or crime as a result of any act done in the normal and natural course of his official duties and within
the scope of his employment. Such fund may be expended upon order of the County Executive to pay all or part
of the legal expenses of such County employee upon the County Executive's determination that such expenditure
is in the best interest of the County, the public, and the County employee charged or accused.
(Laws 1970, ch. 673; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-72; CB-104-1973)
Sec. 2-288. - License Commissioners inspectors; expenses.
(a)
The following provisions shall apply to Board of License Commissioners inspectors for the official use of their
automobile:
(1)
Each full-time inspector shall be entitled to ten cents ($.10) a mile for each mile that they use their own
automobile in their official duties up to a maximum of Two Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($2,400.00) during
the fiscal year.
(2)
Each part-time inspector shall be entitled to ten cents ($.10) a mile for each mile that they use their own
automobile in their official duties up to a maximum of One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($1,200.00) during
the fiscal year.
(3)
Payments shall be made monthly on vouchers submitted by the Chief Inspector and approved by the Chairman
of the Board of License Commissioners.
(CR-97-1972)
DIVISION 17. - CODE OF ETHICS.
Sec. 2-289. - Short Title.
This Division may be cited as the Prince George's County Code of Ethics.
(CB-26-1982)
Sec. 2-290. - Statement of purpose and policy.
(a)
The Prince George's County Council, recognizing that our system of representative government is dependent in
part upon the people maintaining the highest trust in their public officials and employees, finds and declares that
the people have a right to be assured that the impartiality and independent judgement of public officials and
employees will be maintained.
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(b)
It is evident that this confidence and trust is eroded when the conduct of the County's business is subject to
improper influence and even the appearance of improper influence.
(c)
For the purpose of guarding against improper influence, the County Council enacts this Code of Ethics to require
County elected officials, officials, employees, and individuals appointed to boards and commissions to disclose
their financial affairs and to set minimum standards for their conduct of local business.
(d)
It is the intention of the Council that this Division, except its provisions for criminal sanctions, be liberally
construed to accomplish this purpose.
(CB-26-1982; CB-36-2012)
Sec. 2-291. - Definitions.
(a)
The words used in this Division shall have their normal accepted meanings except as set forth below:
(1)
Board means the Prince George's County Board of Ethics established pursuant to Section 2-292(a) of this
Division.
(2)
Business entity means any corporation, general or limited partnership, sole proprietorship (including a private
consultant operation), joint venture, unincorporated association or firm, institution, trust, foundation, or other
organization, whether or not operated for profit. Business entity does not include a governmental entity.
(3)
Compensation means any money or thing of value, regardless of form, received or to be received by any
individual covered by this Division from an employer for service rendered. If lobbying is only a portion of a
person's employment, "compensation" means a prorated amount based on the time devoted to lobbying
compared to the time devoted to other employment duties. For reporting purposes, a prorated amount shall be
labeled as such.
(4)
Doing business with means:
(A)
Having or negotiating a contract that involves the commitment (either in a single or combination of transactions)
of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or more of County or County-controlled funds; or
(B)
Being regulated by or otherwise under the authority of the County; or
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(C)
Being registered as a lobbyist in accordance with Section 2-295 of this Division.
(4.1)
Elected official means any individual who holds an elective office of the County. Elected official does not
include the Sheriff, State's Attorney, Register of Wills, or Clerk of the Court.
(4.2)
Employee means an individual who is employed by the County. Employee does not include an elected local
official. Employee does not include an employee of:
(A)
The offices of the Sheriff, State's Attorney, Register of Wills, or Clerk of the Court;
(B)
The County Health Department; or
(C)
The County Department of Social Services.
(5)
Financial interest means:
(A)
Ownership of any interest as the result of which the owner has received, within the past three (3) years, or is
presently receiving, or in the future is entitled to receive, more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per year;
or
(B)
Ownership, or the ownership of securities of any kind representing or convertible into ownership, of more than
three percent (3%) of a business entity by a County official or employee, or the spouse of an official or
employee.
(6)
Gift means the transfer of anything of economic value regardless of the form without adequate and lawful
consideration. "Gift" does not include the solicitation, acceptance, receipt, or regulation of political campaign
contributions regulated in accordance with the provisions of Article 33, Sec. 26-1 et seq., Annotated Code of
Maryland, or any other provision of State or local law regulating the conduct of elections or the receipt of
political campaign contributions.
(7)
Honorarium means the payment of money or anything of value for:
(A)
Speaking to, participating in, or attending a meeting, conference, or other function; or
216/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(B)
Writing an article, other than a book, that has been or is intended to be published.
(8)
Interest means any legal or equitable economic interest, whether or not subject to an encumbrance or a
condition, which is owned or held, in whole or in part, jointly or severally, directly or indirectly. For purposes of
Section 2-294 of this Division, "interest" applies to any interests held at any time during the reporting period for
which a required statement is to be filed. "Interest" does not include:
(A)
An interest held in the capacity of a personal agent, personal representative, custodian, fiduciary, or trustee,
unless the holder has an equitable interest in the subject matter;
(B)
An interest in a time or demand deposit in a financial institution;
(C)
An interest in an insurance policy or endowment policy or annuity contract under which an insurer promises to
pay a fixed amount of money either in a lump sum or periodically for life or some other specified period;
(D)
A common trust fund or a trust which forms part of a pension or profit sharing plan which has more than twentyfive (25) participants and which has been determined by the Internal Revenue Service to be a qualified trust
under the Internal Revenue Code.
(E)
A college savings plan under the Internal Revenue Code.
(8.1)
Lobbyist means a person required to register and report expenses related to lobbying under Section 2-295 of this
Division.
(9)
Lobbying means:
(A)
Communicating in the presence of a County official or employee with the intent to influence any official action
of that official or employee; or
(B)
Engaging in activities having the express purpose of soliciting others to communicate with a County official or
employee with the intent to influence that official or employee.
(10)
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Official means an elected official, an employee of the County, or a person appointed to or employed by the
County or any County agency, board, commission, or similar entity whether or not paid in whole or in part with
County funds and whether or not compensated.
(11)
Person includes an individual or business entity.
(CB-26-1982; CB-99-1992; CB-36-2012)
Sec. 2-292. - Administration.
(a)
There is a Prince George's County Board of Ethics which shall be composed of five (5) members, appointed by
the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. All members shall reside in and be qualified voters
of the County. Rejection of any nominee to this Board shall be by vote of a majority of the full Council. No
more than three (3) members of the Board may be of the same political party. The Board shall elect one (1)
member as Chairman. The term of the Chairman is one year. The Chairman may be re-elected. No member of
the Board shall be an officer or employee of the County.
(1)
The term of office of each member of the Board shall be for three (3) years and staggered so that the terms of no
more than two members shall expire in any year. A member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the
expiration of the term for which one's predecessor was appointed shall be appointed in the same manner as
prescribed in the preceding paragraph of this Section and shall serve for the remainder of such term. No member
may serve more than two consecutive full terms. A member may serve until a successor is appointed and
qualifies.
(2)
When the County Executive finds that a member is temporarily or permanently incapacitated, he shall, by
Executive Order, designate a substitute member of the Board of the same political party to serve in the regular
member's place during such incapacity; and while so serving the said substitute member shall have all the
powers and authority and be subject to all the duties of any regularly appointed member of the Board of Ethics.
If, in the judgment of the Chairman, the lack of attendance of any member of the Board is impeding the work of
the Board, the Chairman shall so notify the County Executive and the County Council.
(3)
The Board shall meet at the call of the Chairman, and at such other times as may be requested by the County
Executive or County Council, provided that the Board shall hold a minimum of five (5) scheduled meetings per
year.
(A)
Three (3) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
(4)
The Board shall be assisted in carrying out its responsibilities by the Office of Ethics and Accountability. If a
conflict of interest under Section 2-293 of this Division or other conflict prohibits the County Attorney or the
Office of Ethics and Accountability from assisting the Board in a matter, the County shall provide sufficient
funds for the Board to hire independent counsel for the duration of the conflict.
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(5)
The County Executive shall furnish the Board stenographic services, physical facilities, and other necessary
administrative services and employees.
(6)
The Board shall submit not later than August 30 of each year to the County Executive and to the County Council
a report of its activities under this law covering the immediately preceding calendar year, including a summary
statement concerning the nature of all complaints filed with it, its decisions, and advisory opinions; provided,
however, that all such information shall meet the requirements for confidentiality contained in this Section. The
report shall also contain information relating to the most common errors made in the Financial Disclosure
Statements filed with the Board.
(7)
The Board shall make recommendations for legislation as it deems appropriate.
(b)
The Board shall be the advisory body responsible for interpreting this Division and advising persons subject to it
as to its application.
(c)
The Board shall be responsible for hearing and deciding, on advice of the Office of Ethics and Accountability
(or other legal counsel if appropriate), all complaints filed regarding alleged violations of this Division by any
person.
(d)
The Board or an office designated by the Board retain as a public record all forms submitted by any person in
accordance with this Division for at least four years after receipt by the Board.
(e)
The Board shall be responsible for conducting a public information and education program regarding the
purpose and implementation of this Division.
(f)
The Board shall certify to the State Ethics Commission on or before October 1 of each year that the County is in
compliance with the requirements of State Government Article, Title 5, Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryland,
for elected local officials.
(g)
The Board shall determine if changes to this Division are required to be in compliance with the requirements of
State Government Article, Title 5, Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryland, and shall forward any recommended
changes and amendments to the County Council for enactment.
(h)
Any official or other person subject to the provisions of this Division may request an advisory opinion from the
Board concerning the application of this Division. The Board shall respond promptly to these requests, providing
interpretations of this Division based on the facts provided or reasonably available to the Board within 60 days
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of the request. Copies of these interpretations, with the identity of the subject deleted, shall be published and
otherwise made available to the public in accordance with any applicable State or Prince George's County law
regarding public records. The Board may adopt additional policies and procedures related to the advisory
opinion request process.
(i)
Any person may file with the Board a complaint alleging a violation of any of the provisions of this Division.
These complaints shall be written and under oath and may be referred to the Office of Ethics and Accountability
or other legal counsel, if appropriate, for investigation and review. If, after receiving an investigative report, the
Board determines that there are insufficient facts upon which to base a determination of a violation, it may
dismiss the complaint. If there is a reasonable basis for believing a violation has occurred, then the subject of the
complaint shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing conducted in accordance with the Board's applicable
rules of procedure for actions taken on the record. Any final determination resulting from the hearing shall
include findings of fact and conclusions of law. Upon a finding of a violation, the Board may take any
enforcement action provided for in accordance with Section 2-297 of this Division. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law to the contrary, following the filing of a complaint, and unless and until the matter is referred
for prosecution or a finding of a violation has been made, the proceedings, meetings, and activities of the Board
and its staff in connection with the complaint shall be conducted in a confidential manner. Failure of the Board
or its staff to maintain the confidentiality of information acquired in connection with the complaint shall be a
misdemeanor subject to the penalty set forth in Section 1-123 of this Code. A finding of a violation is public
information. The Board may adopt additional policies and procedures related to complaints, complaint hearings,
the use of independent investigators and staff, and cure and settlement agreements.
(j)
The Board shall hold a public hearing to review the propriety of any transaction involving the acquisition, lease,
or disposition of real property between the County and:
(1)
Any person required to file a financial disclosure statement pursuant to Section 2-294 of this Code, or the
spouse, parent, child, or sibling of such person; or
(2)
Any official elected pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Maryland to serve the residents of Prince
George's County, or the spouse, parent, child, or sibling of such person; or
(3)
Any business entity in which a person described in (1) or (2), above, has a legal or equitable financial interest.
At the conclusion of the hearing the Board shall issue its determination as to whether such transaction is in
compliance with the provisions of this Division. The Board shall publish notice of the public hearing in the
County newspapers of record. Such notice shall reflect the nature of the transaction to be reviewed and the
parties involved.
(k)
The Board may assess a late fee of $2.00 per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to timely file a
financial disclosure statement required under Section 2-294 of this Division, and may assess a late fee of $10.00
per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to timely file a lobbyist registration or lobbyist report required
under Section 2-295 of this Division.
(CB-26-1982; CB-94-1990; CB-99-1992; CB-2-1998; CB-36-2012; CB-84-2014; CB-6-2019)
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Sec. 2-293. - Prohibited conduct and interests.
(a)
Participation Prohibitions. Except as permitted by Board regulations or opinion, an official or employee may not
participate in:
(1)
Any matter, except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty which does not affect the disposition
or decision with respect to that matter, if, to his knowledge, he, his spouse, parent, child, brother, or sister has an
interest therein.
(2)
Any matter, except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty which does not affect the disposition
or decision with respect to the matter, when any of the following is a party thereto:
(A)
Any business entity in which he has a direct financial interest of which he may reasonably be expected to know;
(B)
Any business entity of which he is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee, or in which any of the
above-listed relatives has this interest;
(C)
Any business entity with which he or, to his knowledge, any of the relatives listed in paragraph (1) of this
Subsection is negotiating or has any arrangement concerning prospective employment;
(D)
Any business entity which is a party to an existing contract with the official or employee, or which the official or
employee knows is a party to a contract with any of the above-named relatives, if the contract could reasonably
be expected to result in a conflict between the private interests of the official or employee and his official duties;
(E)
Any entity doing business with the County in which a direct financial interest is owned by another entity in
which the official or employee has a direct financial interest, if he may be reasonably expected to know of both
direct financial interests; or
(F)
Any business entity which the official or employee knows is his creditor or obligee, or that of any of the
relatives listed in paragraph (1) of this Subsection, with respect to a thing of economic value and which, by
reason thereof, is in a position to affect directly and substantially the interest of the official or employee or any
of the above-named relatives.
(G)
A former regulated lobbyist who is or becomes subject to regulation under this title as a County official or
employee may not participate in a case, contract, or other specific matter as a County official or employee for
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one calendar year after the termination of the registration of the former regulated lobbyist if the former regulated
lobbyist previously assisted or represented another party for compensation in the matter.
(3)
If a disqualification pursuant to paragraphs (1) or (2) of this Subsection leaves any body with less than a quorum
capable of acting, or if the disqualified official or employee is required by law to act or is the only person
authorized to act, the disqualified person shall disclose the nature and circumstances of the conflict and may
participate or act.
(4)
The prohibitions of paragraph (1) of this Subsection do not apply if participation is allowed by regulation or
opinion of the Board.
(b)
Employment Restrictions.
(1)
(A)
Except as permitted by regulation of the Board when such interest is disclosed or when the employment does not
create a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict, an official or employee may not:
(i)
Be employed by, or have a financial interest in, any entity subject to his authority or that of the County agency,
board, or commission with which he is affiliated or any entity which is negotiating or has entered a contract with
that agency, board, or commission; or
(ii)
Hold any other employment relationship which would impair the impartiality or independence of judgment of
the official or employee.
(B)
This prohibition does not apply to:
(i)
An official or employee who is appointed to a regulatory or licensing authority pursuant to a statutory
requirement that persons subject to the jurisdiction of the authority be represented in appointments to it;
(ii)
Subject to other provisions of law, including this Section 2-293, a member of a board or commission in regard to
a financial interest or employment held at the time of appointment, provided the financial interest or
employment is publicly disclosed to the appointing authority and Board; or
(iii)
An official or employee whose duties are ministerial, if the private employment or financial interest does not
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest, as permitted and in accordance with
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regulations adopted by the Board; or
(iv)
Employment or financial interests allowed by regulation of the Board if the employment does not create a
conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest or the financial interest is disclosed.
(2)
Post-employment limitations and restrictions.
(A)
With the exception of former members of the County Council, a former official or employee may not assist or
represent any party other than the County for compensation in a case, contract, or other specific matter involving
the County if that matter is one in which he significantly participated as an official or employee. A specific
matter may be one in which there is the same basic facts, related issues and information, involving the same or
related parties, and may be one in which there exists a continuing existence of an important County interest, as
well as other considered factors.
(B)
Until the conclusion of one calendar year from the date the official leaves County office, a former member of the
County Council may not assist or represent another party for compensation in a matter that is the subject of
legislative action.
(3)
An official or employee may not assist or represent a party for contingent compensation in any matter before or
involving the County, other than in a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding.
(c)
Use of Prestige of Office. An official or employee may not intentionally use the prestige of his office for his own
private gain or that of another. The performance of usual and customary constituent services, without additional
compensation, does not constitute the use of the prestige of office for an elected official's or employee's private
gain or that of another. An official or employee shall not engage in the following:
(1)
An official may not directly or indirectly initiate a solicitation for a person to retain the compensated services of
a particular regulated lobbyist or lobbying firm.
(2)
An official, other than an elected official, or employee may not use public resources or the title of the official or
employee to solicit a contribution as that term is defined in the Election Law Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(3)
An elected official may not use public resources to solicit a contribution as that term is defined in the Election
Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(d)
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Solicitation or Acceptance of Gifts.
(1)
An official or employee may not solicit any gift.
(2)
An official or employee may not directly solicit or facilitate the solicitation of a gift, on behalf of another person,
from an individual regulated lobbyist.
(3)
No official or employee may knowingly accept any gift, directly or indirectly, from any person that he knows or
has reason to know:
(A)
Is doing business with or seeking to do business with the Council, as to members thereof, or, as to other officials
or employees, with their office, agency, board, or commission;
(B)
Has financial interests that may be substantially and materially affected, in a manner distinguishable from the
public generally, by the performance or nonperformance of his official duty; or
(C)
Is engaged in an activity regulated or controlled by the official's or employee's governmental unit; or
(D)
Is a lobbyist with respect to matters within the jurisdiction of the official or employee.
(4)
Unless a gift of any of the following would tend to impair the impartiality and the independence of judgment of
the official or employee receiving it or, if of significant value, would give the appearance of doing so, or, if of
significant value, the recipient official or employee believes, or has reason to believe, that it is designed to do so,
paragraph (3) does not apply to:
(A)
Meals and beverages consumed in the presence of the donor or sponsoring entity;
(B)
Ceremonial gifts or awards which have insignificant monetary value;
(C)
Unsolicited gifts of nominal value that do not exceed $20.00 in cost or trivial items of informational value;
(D)
Reasonable expenses for food, travel, lodging, and scheduled entertainment of the official or the employee at a
meeting which is given in return for participation in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting;
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(E)
Gifts of tickets or free admission extended to an elected official to attend charitable, cultural, or political events,
if the purpose of this gift or admission is a courtesy or ceremony extended to the office;
(F)
A specific gift or class of gifts which the Council or the Board exempts from the operation of this Section upon a
finding, in writing, that acceptance of the gift or class of gifts would not be detrimental to the impartial conduct
of the business of the County and that the gift is purely personal and private in nature;
(G)
Gifts from a person related by blood or marriage, or a spouse, child, ward, financially dependent parent, or other
relative who shares the official's or employee's legal residence, or a child, ward, parent, or other relative over
whose financial affairs the person has legal or actual control; or
(H)
Honoraria, for speaking to or participating in a meeting, except as provided in Subsection (e) of this Section.
(e)
Honoraria. Except as provided in this Subsection, an official may not accept an honorarium if:
(1)
The payer of the honorarium has an interest that may be substantially and materially affected, in a manner
distinguishable from the public generally, by the performance or nonperformance of the individual's official
duty; and
(2)
The offering of the honorarium is in any way related to the individual's official position.
(3)
The prohibition under this Subsection does not apply to acceptance or receipt gifts permitted under Subsection
(d) of this Section.
(4)
The Board may provide for further exemptions from this Subsection as necessary.
(f)
Use of Resources. An official or employee may not use employees on County time or any other resources of the
County for writing books, articles, and speeches which would result in personal gain or compensation or for any
other personal matters and services.
(g)
Disclosure of Confidential Information. Other than in the discharge of his official duties, an official or employee
may not disclose or use for his own economic benefit or that of another person, confidential information which
he has acquired by reason of his public position and which is not available to the public.
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(h)
Exemptions and Waivers. The Board or, if appropriate, the Council, may, after consultation with the Office of
Ethics and Accountability, grant exemptions to or modifications of this Section as to officials or employees
when it finds that the application of this Section would constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy and would
significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service and if it also finds that the exemption
of modification would not be contrary to the purposes of this Division. The Board or, if appropriate, the Council,
may grant exceptions or modifications in accordance with this Section either on an individual basis, or, if
appropriate, by general resolution.
(i)
Participation in procurement.
(1)
An individual or a person that employs an individual who assists a County agency or unit in the drafting of
specifications, an invitation for bids, or a request for proposals for a procurement may not submit a bid or
proposal for that procurement, or assist or represent another person, directly or indirectly, who is submitting a
bid or proposal for the procurement.
(2)
The Board may establish exemptions from the requirements of this Section for providing descriptive literature,
sole source procurements, and written comments solicited by the procuring agency.
(CB-26-1982; CB-99-1992; CB-36-2012; CB-84-2014; CB-6-2019)
Sec. 2-293.01. - County Council; affidavit of impartiality.
(a)
A County Council Member who believes there to be an appearance of conflict or a possible actual conflict under
Section 2-293 of this Code with respect to legislative matters pending before the County Council, who proposes
to participate, may file a sworn statement with the Clerk of the Council and the Board of Ethics which describes
the circumstances of the appearance of conflict or the possible actual conflict and the legislation to which it
relates, asserting that the Council Member is able to vote and otherwise participate in legislative action relating
thereto fairly, objectively, and in the public interest. All sworn statements filed pursuant to this Section are
available for public review.
(b)
A public statement filed pursuant to this Section shall be filed with the Board of Ethics sufficiently in advance of
taking action for review by the Board of Ethics prior to the action or as soon as reasonably possible, whichever
is sooner. The Board of Ethics shall review the statement prior to the proposed action by the Council Member
where possible and advise the Council Member if it concurs in the determination that participation can be
allowed under Section 2-293. Where the Board of Ethics is unable to review the statement prior to official
action, it shall review the statement to determine if it concurs with the action of the Council Member. If the
Board of Ethics does not concur with the Council Member, it may file a complaint, provide advice, or take other
appropriate action. If a complaint is filed by or with the Board of Ethics relating to the action and disclosure, the
Board of Ethics shall immediately provide written notice of the complaint to the Council Member.
(c)
Notwithstanding Section 2-293, a Council Member who would be disqualified from participation in a legislative
matter shall disclose the nature and circumstances of the conflict and may participate if the disqualification
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would leave the body with less than a quorum capable of acting.
(CB-99-1992; CB-2-1998; CB-36-2012)
Sec. 2-294. - Financial Disclosure.
(a)
The following elected officials, officials and employees and candidates for office as such officials or employees,
when such positions are elective, are required to file the financial disclosure statements provided for in this
Section:
(1)
Members of the County Council;
(2)
County Executive;
(3)
Chief Administrative Officer and Deputy Chief Administrative Officer;
(4)
Heads of all County Departments, agencies, and offices and their deputies or chief assistants;
(5)
Administrative Officer to County Council and Deputy;
(6)
Persons appointed to any of the exempt positions as immediate staff to the County Executive as defined in
Section 902(5) of the County Charter;
(7)
Legislative Officer to County Council;
(8)
Zoning Hearing Examiners;
(9)
Clerk of the County Council;
(10)
County Auditor and Deputies or Chief Assistants to the County Auditor;
(11)
People's Zoning Counsel;
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(12)
All County Inspectors, including but not limited to, all Building, Housing, Boiler, Electrical, Site, and Liquor
Inspectors, all Zoning Enforcement Officers, and persons serving in supervisory positions to the aboveenumerated positions if such supervisory persons are not required to file financial statements under other
positions governed by this Section;
(13)
All Attorneys in the County Office of Law;
(14)
Members of the County Board of Library Trustees;
(15)
Director and Assistant Directors of the County Memorial Library System;
(16)
Members of the County Animal Control Commission;
(17)
Members of the County Board of Appeals;
(18)
Members of the County Consumer Protection Commission;
(19)
Executive Director of the County Consumer Protection Commission;
(20)
Members of the County Board of Electrical Examiners;
(21)
Members of the County Board of Ethics;
(22)
Members of the County Board of Registration for Building Contractors;
(23)
Members of the County Board of License Commissioners;
(24)
All voting members of the County Health Planning Advisory Committee;
(25)
228/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Members of the Board of Directors of the County Housing Authority;
(26)
Director and Deputies or Chief Assistants of the County Housing Authority;
(27)
Members of the County Office of Human Rights;
(28)
Executive Director of the County Office of Human Rights;
(29)
Members of the County Landlord-Tenant Commission;
(30)
Executive Director of the County Landlord-Tenant Office;
(31)
Members of the County Personnel Board;
(32)
Attorneys to the County Commissions, Boards, and Committees;
(33)
Members of the Prince George's County Parking Authority;
(34)
Any other officials, employees, and/or appointees of the County Government whom the County Executive shall
by Executive Order designate for filing and who are directly responsible for making governmental decisions,
policy or taking governmental action pursuant to any such decision or policy or recommending any such
decision, policy or action with regard to:
(A)
Procurement or contracting;
(B)
Administering or monitoring grants or subsidies;
(C)
Planning and zoning;
(D)
Inspecting, licensing, regulating, or auditing any nongovernmental enterprise; and
229/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(E)
Other activities where the decision, action or policy might have significant economic impact on the interests of
any nongovernmental enterprise;
(35)
Any other officials, employees, and/or appointees of the County Government whom the County Executive shall
by Executive Order designate for filing and who are dependent partly or wholly in their private interest by their
association with the County Government, and in the course of their private duties and/or services utilize public
equipment, supplies, property, or the influence of their public office.
(b)
The following officials and employees shall file under oath or affirmation with the Board on or before the 30th
day of April of each year during that person's term in office a copy of the financial disclosure statement which
that person filed as required with the State Ethics Commission for the calendar year immediately preceding each
such year in office. If the following officials and employees are not required to file financial disclosure
statements with the State Ethics Commission, they shall file financial disclosure statements with the Board as
required in Sections 2-294(c), (d), and (e):
(1)
Director of the County Department of Social Services and deputies or chief assistants to the Director;
(2)
County Health Officer and deputies or chief assistants to the Health Officer.
(c)
(1)
Each incumbent official and employee identified in Subsection (a), hereof, shall file under oath or affirmation
with the Board on or before the 30th day of April of each year during that person's term in office, the statement
required by this Section, for the calendar year immediately preceding each such year in office. An official or
employee who has not filed the required statement and who is appointed to fill a vacancy to a position listed in
Subsection (a), hereof, shall file a statement covering the preceding calendar year within thirty (30) days after
appointment. Any official or employee who is required to file a statement and who leaves office or employment
for any reason, other than the official's or employee's death, shall file, within sixty (60) days of leaving office or
employment, the statement required by this Section, for the calendar year immediately preceding, unless a
statement has previously been filed for that year, and any portion of the current calendar year during which that
official or employee held office or employment.
(2)
Except for an official or employee who has filed a statement pursuant to paragraph (1), above, for the same year
or portion of the same year for which a statement otherwise would be required to be filed by this Subsection,
each candidate for nomination for, or election to, an office as an official or employee identified in Subsection
(a), hereof, shall file under oath or affirmation with the Clerk of the Council or Board of Election Supervisors,
together with his certificate of candidacy, the statement required by this Section, each year beginning with the
year in which the certificate of candidacy is filed through the year of the election. If a candidate fails to file a
statement required by this Section after written notice is provided by the Clerk of the Council or Board of
Election Supervisors at least twenty (20) days before the last day for withdrawal of candidacy, the candidate is
deemed to have withdrawn the candidacy. The Clerk of the Council or Board of Election Supervisors may not
accept any certificate of nomination unless a statement in proper form has been filed. Within thirty (30) days of
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the receipt of a statement, the Board of Election Supervisors or the Clerk shall forward the statement or a copy
thereof to the Board or an office designated by the Board.
(3)
A candidate to be an elected official shall file a statement required under this Section:
(i)
In the year the certificate of candidacy is filed, no later than the filing of the certificate of candidacy;
(ii)
In the year of the election, on or before the earlier of April 30 or the last day for withdrawal of candidacy; and
(iii)
In all other years for which a statement is required, on or before April 30.
(d)
All statements filed pursuant to this Section shall be maintained as public records by the Board, or an office
designated by the Board, and shall be made available, during normal office hours, for examination and copying
by the public, subject, however, to such reasonable fees and administrative procedures as the Council or Board
may establish from time to time. The forms shall be retained for four (4) years from the date of receipt. Any
person examining or copying these statements shall be required to record his name, home address, and the name
of the person whose disclosure statement was examined or copied. This record shall be forwarded within five
business days to the person whose disclosure statement is so examined or copied.
(1)
The Board may not provide public access to a portion of a statement that is filed after January 1, 2019, that
includes a person's home address, if the person has identified it as their home address.
(e)
All statements filed pursuant to this Section shall be on a form developed by the Board with the assistance of the
Office of Ethics and Accountability, and shall disclose the following interests, if known:
(1)
Interests in Real Property. A schedule of all interests in real property wherever located. This schedule, as to each
such interest, shall include:
(A)
The nature of the property and the location by street address, mailing address, or legal description of the
property;
(B)
The nature and extent of the interest held, including any conditions thereto and encumbrances thereon;
(C)
The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired;
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(D)
The nature and amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if acquired other than by
purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired;
(E)
With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the year for which the statement is
filed, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration received in exchange
therefor, the identity of the person to whom the interest was transferred, and the information set forth in
subparagraphs (C) and (D) of this paragraph; and
(F)
The identity of any other person with an interest in the property.
(2)
Interests in Corporations and Partnerships. A schedule of all interests in any corporation, partnership, limited
liability partnership, or limited liability corporation, whether or not the corporation does business with the
County. This schedule, as to each such interest, shall include:
(A)
The name and address of the principal office of the corporation, partnership, limited liability partnership, or
limited liability corporation;
(B)
The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions thereto and encumbrances thereon,
provided, however, that an amount of stock or like evidence of equity interest, at the option of the person making
the report, may be reported by the number of shares held and, unless the corporation's stock is publicly traded on
a stock exchange, in an over-the-counter market, or otherwise, the percentage of equity interest so held, instead
of by dollar amount;
(C)
With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the year for which the statement is
filed, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration received in exchange
therefor and, if known, the identity of the person to whom the interest was transferred; and
(i)
The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired; and
(ii)
The nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if acquired other than by
purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired.
(3)
Interests in other business entities doing business with the County. A schedule of all interests in any other
business entity not reported pursuant to Section 2-294(e)(2), above, which does business with the County. This
schedule, as to each such interest, shall include:
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(A)
The name and address of the principal office of the business entity;
(B)
The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions thereto and encumbrances;
(C)
With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the year for which the statement is
filed, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration received in exchange
therefor and the identity of the person to whom the interest was transferred; and
(D)
With respect to any interest acquired during the year for which the statement is filed:
(i)
The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired; and
(ii)
The nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if acquired other than by
purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired.
(4)
Gifts. A schedule of each gift in excess of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) in value or a series of gifts totaling One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or more from any one person received at any time during the year for which the
statement is filed by the person making the statement, or by any other person at the direction of the person
making the statement, from, or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person who does business with the
County; provided, however, that neither gifts received from the spouse, children, or parents of the person making
the statement need be disclosed. This schedule, as to each such gift, shall include:
(A)
The nature and value of the gift; and
(B)
The identity of the person from whom, or on behalf of whom, directly or indirectly, the gift was received.
(5)
Employment with or interest in entities doing business with the County. A schedule of all offices, directorships,
and salaried employment held by the person making the statement or his spouse or dependent child at any time
during the year for which the statement is filed in any corporation or other business entity which does business
with the County. This schedule, as to each such office, directorship or salaried employment, shall include:
(A)
The name and address of the principal office of the business entity;
(B)
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The title and nature of the office, directorship, or salaried employment held and the date it commenced; and
(C)
The name of each County agency with which the entity is involved as indicated by identifying one or more of
the three categories of "doing business" set forth in Section 2-291(a)(4) of this Division.
(6)
Indebtedness to persons doing business with the County. A schedule of all indebtedness to entities doing
business with or regulated by the persons specific County agency, department or board or commission which is
owed at any time during the year for which the statement is filed, excluding retail credit accounts, by the person
making the statement, or which is owed by his spouse or dependent child if the person making the statement was
involved in the transaction giving rise to the debt. This schedule, as to each such liability, shall include:
(A)
The identity of the person to whom the liability was owed and the date it was incurred;
(B)
The amount of the liability owed as of the end of the year for which the statement is filed;
(C)
The terms of payment of the liability and the extent to which the principal amount of the liability was increased
or reduced during the year; and
(D)
The security given, if any, for the liability.
(7)
List of family members employed by the County. A list identifying any spouse or dependent child of the person
making the statement employed by the County in any capacity at any time during the year for which the
statement is filed.
(8)
Source of Earned Income.
(A)
The name and address of each place of salaried employment and of each business entity of which the person or
his spouse or dependent child was a sole or partial owner and from which the person, his spouse, or dependent
child received earned income, at any time during the year for which the statement is filed.
(B)
A minor child's employment or business ownership need not be disclosed if the agency that employs the person
making the statement does not regulate, exercise authority over, or contract with the place of employment or
business entity of the minor child.
(C)
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For a statement filed on or after January 1, 2019, if a spouse is a regulated lobbyist, must disclose the entities
that has engaged the spouse to lobby on its behalf.
(9)
A schedule of all contributions, proceeds, and expenses associated with a testimonial for the person making the
statement. The schedule shall also be submitted when the testimonial is for the person making the statement, but
the contributions are made to any other person at the direction of the person making the statement.
(10)
Additional information. Such additional interests or information as the person making the statement wishes to
disclose.
(f)
Interests Attributable to Person Making Statement. For the purposes of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of Subsection
2-294(e), and the disclosures therein required, the following shall be considered to be the interests of the person
making the statement:
(1)
Any interest held by the spouse or a dependent child of the person making the statement, if such interest was at
any time during the year for which the statement is filed directly or indirectly controlled by the person making
the statement;
(2)
Any interest held by a business entity in which the person making the statement held a thirty percent (30%) or
greater equity interest any time during the year for which the statement is filed;
(3)
Any interest held by a trust or an estate in which, at any time during the year for which the statement is filed, the
person making the statement held a reversionary interest or was a beneficiary, or, if a revocable trust, with
respect to which the person making the statement was a settlor. A trust, within the meaning of this Subsection,
does not include a common trust fund or a trust which forms part of a pension or profit-sharing plan which has
more than twenty-five (25) participants and which has been determined by the Internal Revenue Service to be a
qualified trust under the Internal Revenue Code.
(g)
The statements submitted pursuant to this Section shall be reviewed by the Board for compliance with the
provisions of this Section, and officials and employees shall be notified of any omissions or deficiencies. The
Board should seek the advice of the Office of Ethics and Accountability, as appropriate. Evidence of any
noncompliance with this Section shall be acted upon by the Board or referred to the Council for appropriate
action to ensure compliance with this Section.
(h)
The Board or, if appropriate, the Council may, after consultation with the Office of Ethics and Accountability,
grant exemptions to or modifications of this Section as to officials or employees serving as members of Prince
George's County boards and commissions, where it finds that the application of the Section would constitute an
unreasonable invasion of privacy and would significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public
service and it also finds that the exemption or modification would not be contrary to the purposes of this
Division.
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(i)
The County Executive may, by Executive Order, require persons holding County positions compensated in
whole or in part by public funds and noncompensated County appointees to disclose annually, as public records,
such relevant information concerning their financial affairs as he may deem necessary to promote the continued
trust and confidence of the people in the Executive Branch of the County government.
(CB-26-1982; CB-125-1984; CB-83-1996; CB-5-2003; CB-36-2012; CB-84-2014; CB-6-2019; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-295. - Lobbying Disclosure.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsections (l) and (m) of this Section, any person who engages in lobbying as defined in
Section 2-291(a)(9) shall file and certify, under oath or affirmation, a lobbying registration with the Board on or
before the beginning of the calendar year in which a person expects to lobby or within five (5) days after
engaging in lobbying activities, if this person, during the calendar year, either:
(1)
Expends (exclusive of personal travel and subsistence expenses) in excess of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) in
furtherance of this activity; or
(2)
Is compensated in excess of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in connection with this activity; or
(3)
Expends in excess of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) engaging in activities having the express purpose of
soliciting others to communicate with an official with the intent to influence that official.
(b)
Except as provided in Subsections (l) and (m) of this Section, any person who engages in lobbying before any
Prince George's County executive or legislative officer, agency, board, or commission, and who, during the
calendar year, expends in excess of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) on food, entertainment, or other gifts for
any County official or employee (Executive or Legislative) in connection with these activities, shall file a
lobbying registration with the Board on or before the beginning of the calendar year in which the person expects
to lobby or within five (5) days after engaging in lobbying activities. Any person exempt by paragraph (m) shall
file a short statement indicating that the person is exempt under Subsection (m). Any person exempt by
paragraph (l) may file a short statement indicating the exemption under Subsection (l).
(c)
The registration filed pursuant to Subsection (a) or (b) of this Section shall be dated and on a form developed by
the Board with the assistance of the Office of Ethics and Accountability, and except for the short statements
indicating any exemption under Subsections (l) and (m) shall include the following:
(1)
The lobbyist's full and legal name and permanent address;
(2)

236/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The full and legal name and address, and nature of business of any person on whose behalf the lobbyist acts, or
where the person is an association or corporation the full name and address of the association or corporation and
the full name and address of the officer who authorized the lobbyist to act;
(3)
A statement of whether the person on whose behalf the lobbyist acts is exempt from registration pursuant to
Subsection (m) of this Section;
(4)
The identification, by formal designation, if known, of matters on which the lobbyist expects to act;
(5)
Identification of the period of time (to be contained within a single calendar year) during which the lobbyist is
authorized to engage in these activities, unless sooner terminated; and
(6)
The full legal signature of the lobbyist and, when appropriate, the person on whose behalf he acts, or an agent or
authorized officer thereof.
(d)
A person who engages in lobbying on behalf of more than one person shall file a separate registration for each
such person.
(e)
A person who engages in lobbying may terminate his registration by written notice to the Board. Any reports
outstanding under Subsection (c) of this Section must be submitted with this notification. Termination shall be
effective thirty (30) days after receipt by the Board of this notice properly filed.
(f)
No person may engage in lobbying activities on behalf of another person or entity for compensation, the
payment of which is contingent upon the passage or defeat of any action by the Council or the outcome of any
executive action.
(g)
Each lobbyist shall file with the Board one report covering the period beginning January 1 through December 31
filed by January 31 of the following year. If the lobbyist is not an individual, an authorized officer or agent of the
entity shall sign the form. A separate activity report shall be filed for each person on whose behalf he acts. The
report shall include:
(1)
A complete and current statement of the information required to be supplied pursuant to Subsection (c) of this
Section.
(2)
Total expenditures on lobbying activities in each of the following categories:
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(A)
Total compensation paid to the lobbyist not including expenses reported under subparagraphs (B) through (I),
below. Total compensation includes salaries, compensation, or reimbursed expenses for the staff of the lobbyist;
(B)
Office expenses of the lobbyist not reported in subparagraph (A), above;
(C)
Professional and technical research and assistance not reported in subparagraph (A), above;
(D)
Publications which expressly encourage persons to communicate with Prince George's County officials or
employees;
(E)
Names of witnesses, and the fees and expenses paid to each;
(F)
Meals and beverages for Prince George's County officials or employees or their spouses or dependent children;
(G)
Special events, including parties, dinners, athletic events, entertainment, and other functions to which officials or
employees are invited;
(H)
Reasonable expenses for food, lodging, and scheduled entertainment of officials or employees for a meeting
which is given in return for participation in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting;
(I)
Other gifts to or for officials or employees or their spouses or dependent children; and
(J)
Other expenses.
(3)
Except for gifts reported in subparagraphs (2)(G) and (H), above, the name of each official or employee or his
spouse or dependent child who has benefited from gifts from the lobbyist with a cumulative value of Seventyfive Dollars ($75.00), or more, during the period covered by the report whether or not given in connection with
the lobbyist's lobbying activities. When the Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00) cumulative value is met or exceeded,
all succeeding gifts shall also be itemized by date, beneficiary, amount or value, and nature of the gift. Expenses
reported in subparagraphs (2)(G) and (H), above, shall be itemized as to date, location, and expense of the event,
but allocation to individual officials or employees need not be listed.
(h)
(1)
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If any report filed under Subsection (g) contains the name of an official or employee or his spouse or dependent
child as required under paragraph (3), thereof, the Board shall notify the official or employee within thirty (30)
days. The Board shall keep the report confidential for sixty (60) days following the receipt of it.
(2)
Following notification of the inclusion of his name or that of his spouse or dependent child, in a report filed by a
lobbyist, an official or employee shall have thirty (30) days to file a written exception to the inclusion of his
name or that of his spouse or dependent child.
(i)
The Board may require submission of such other reports as it deems necessary.
(j)
All registrations and reports filed pursuant to this Section shall be maintained by the Board, or an office
designated by it, and shall be made available during normal office hours, for examination and copying by the
public, subject, however, to such reasonable fees and administrative procedures as may be established by the
Council or by the Board. The forms shall be retained for four (4) years from the date of receipt.
(k)
The registration and reports filed pursuant to this Section shall be reviewed by the Board for compliance with
the provisions of this Section, and persons engaging in lobbying activities shall be notified of any omissions or
deficiencies. The Board shall seek the advice of the Office of Ethics and Accountability, as appropriate.
Evidence of noncompliance with this Section shall be acted upon by the Board or referred to the Council or the
State's Attorney for appropriate action.
(l)
Exemption. The provisions of this Section do not apply to the following acts:
(1)
Professional services in drafting bills or in advising and rendering opinions to clients as to the construction and
effect of proposed or pending Council actions when these services do not otherwise constitute lobbying
activities;
(2)
Appearances before the Council upon its specific invitation or request but only if the person engages in no
further or other activities in connection with the passage or defeat of Council actions;
(3)
Appearances as part of the official duties of a duly elected or appointed official or employee of the State or a
political subdivision of the State, or of the United States, and not in behalf of any other entity;
(4)
Actions of a publisher or working member of the press, radio, or television in the ordinary course of the business
of disseminating news or making editorial comment to the general public who does not, however, engage in
further or other lobbying that would directly and specifically benefit the economic, business, or professional
interests of himself or his employer;
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(5)
Appearances by an individual before the Council at the specific invitation or request of a registered lobbyist,
provided no other lobbying act is undertaken, and provided the witness identifies himself to the Council as
testifying at the request of the lobbyist;
(6)
The representation of a bona fide religious organization solely for the purpose of protecting the right of its own
members to practice the doctrine of the organization;
(7)
Appearances as part of the official duties of an officer, director, member, or employee of an association engaged
exclusively in lobbying for counties or municipalities and not on behalf of any other entity;
(8)
Appearances before a County agency upon the specific invitation or request of the agency if the person or entity
engages in no further or other activities in connection with the passage or defeat of any agency executive action;
and
(9)
Appearances by an individual before a County agency at the specific invitation or request of a registered lobbyist
if the person or entity performs no other lobbying act and notifies the agency that the person or entity is
testifying at the request of the lobbyist.
(m)
Limited exemption. A person who would otherwise be required to file a registration and submit reports pursuant
to Subsections (a), (b), and (g), above, is not required to file if he reasonably believes that all expenses incurred
in connection with his lobbying activities will be reported pursuant to Subsection (g) by a properly registered
person acting on his behalf. The authorization required by Subsection (c), above, shall be completed by these
individuals as to persons acting on their behalf. Persons exempted herein, however, become subject to the
provisions of this Section immediately, upon failure of the registrant to report any information required by this
Section.
(n)
The Board shall compute and make available a subtotal under each of the ten (10) required categories in
paragraph (g)(2) of this Section, and a subtotal representing the combined total of paragraph (g)(2),
subparagraphs (G), (H), and (I) of paragraph (g)(2). The Board also shall compute and make available the total
amount reported by all lobbyists for their lobbying activities during the reporting period.
(CB-26-1982; CB-36-2012; CB-84-2014)
Sec. 2-296. - Ex Parte Communication.
An official shall not consider any ex parte or private communication from any person, whether oral or written,
which the official knows or should know may be intended to influence the decision on the merits of any matter
where a determination or decision by the official is required by law to be made upon facts established by a
record of testimony. Any such ex parte or private communication received by the official shall be made a public
record by the official and filed in the matter in question, and if made orally, shall be written down in substance
for this purpose by the official, made a public record and filed in the matter in question. A communication to the
Clerk of the County Council, Board of Appeals or similar agency, concerning the status or procedures of a
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pending matter shall not be considered an ex parte or private communication. This Section shall not apply to
legal advice rendered by the Office of Law and shall not apply to technical advice or explanation rendered by or
at the request of the appropriate official of the County.
Sec. 2-297. - Enforcement.
(a)
(1)
Upon a finding of a violation of any provision of this Division, the Board may:
(A)
Issue an order of compliance directing the respondent to cease and desist from the violation;
(B)
Issue a reprimand; or
(C)
Recommend to the appropriate authority other appropriate discipline of the respondent, including censure or
removal if that discipline is authorized by law.
(2)
If the Board finds that a respondent has violated Section 2-295 of this Division, the Board may:
(A)
Require a respondent who is a registered lobbyist to file any additional reports or information that is reasonably
related to the information that is required under Section 2-295 of this Division;
(B)
Impose a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for each violation; and
(C)
Suspend the registration of an individual registered lobbyist if the Board finds that the lobbyist has knowingly
and willfully violated Section 2-295 of this Division or has been convicted of a criminal offense arising from
lobbying activities.
(b)
Upon direction by the Board or the Council, the County Attorney may file a petition for injunctive or other relief
in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, or in any other court having proper venue for the purpose of
requiring compliance with the provisions of this Division. The Court may:
(1)
Issue an order to cease and desist from the violation; or
(2)
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Void an official action taken by an official or employee with a conflict of interest prohibited by this Division
when the action arises from or concerns the subject matter of the conflict and if the legal action is brought within
ninety (90) days of the occurrence of the official action, if the court deems voiding the action to be in the best
interest of the public, provided, however, that the court may not void any official action appropriating public
funds, levying taxes, or providing for the issuance of bonds, notes, or other evidence of public obligation; or
(3)
Impose a fine of up to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for any violation of the provisions of this Division,
each day upon which the violation occurs constituting a separate offense.
(c)
Any person who knowingly and willfully violates the provisions of Section 2-295 of this Division is guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction, is subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both. If the person is a business entity and not a natural
person, each officer and partner of the business entity who knowingly authorized or participated in the violation
is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, is subject to the same penalties as the business entity.
(d)
In addition to any other enforcement provisions of this Division, a person who is subject to the provisions of this
Division and who is found by the Board, Council, or a court to have violated its provisions may be subject to
termination or such other disciplinary action as may be warranted, or may be suspended from receiving payment
of salary or other compensation pending full compliance with the terms of an order of the Board, Council, or a
court.
(e)
Any person who is subject to the provisions of this Division shall obtain and preserve all accounts, bills,
receipts, books, papers, and documents necessary to complete and substantiate any reports, statements, or
records required to be made pursuant to this Division for three (3) years from the date of filing the report,
statement, or record containing these items. These papers and documents shall be available for inspection upon
request by the Board or the Council after reasonable notice.
(CB-26-1982; CB-36-2012)
DIVISION 17A. - OFFICE OF ETHICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY.
Sec. 2-298. - Office Established.
There is hereby established an Office of Ethics and Accountability.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-299. - Purpose.
The purpose of the Office of Ethics and Accountability is to provide increased accountability and oversight in
the operations of the County government by identifying fraud, abuse, and illegal acts therein.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-300. - Executive Director; Term; Qualifications; Appointment and Removal.
(a)
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The Office shall be headed by an Executive Director, appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the
County Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 322 of the Charter for Prince George's County,
Maryland. The County Executive shall conduct an open search process for the Executive Director to meet the
qualifications required under subsection (c) of this section, and may use measures, such as regional or national
recognized organizations or a professional search firm(s), to review and select an Executive Director candidate
for appointment.
(b)
The term of office of the Executive Director shall be 4 years, and shall serve a staggered term to begin on July 1
of the second year after the County Executive and County Council are elected. An Executive Director shall not
serve more than two full 4-year terms, not including any time served as Executive Director to complete an
unexpired term, and shall be subject to appointment for a second 4-year term in accordance with the provisions
of Section 322 of the Charter for Prince George's County, Maryland.
(c)
The Executive Director shall be professionally qualified, by experience or education, in auditing, government
operations, or financial management, and shall be selected solely on the basis of professional ability and
personal integrity, without regard to political affiliation.
(d)
The Executive Director may be removed by the County Executive prior to the expiration the term for which he
was appointed only for cause, subject to the approval of the County Council by a vote of a two-thirds majority of
the full Council. The cause of removal shall be stated in writing and a public hearing held on the removal.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-301. - Executive Director; Powers and Duties; Compensation.
The Executive Director shall also serve as the Executive Director of the Board of Ethics, and shall supervise the
operations of the administrative staff of the Office of Ethics and Accountability, including the hiring, direction
and discharge of all Office of Ethics and Accountability staff members in accordance with the County personnel
laws. The Executive Director and his staff shall be compensated as provided in the classification plan of the
County.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-302. - Budget.
The Office of Ethics and Accountability shall be funded as a separate budget entity in the Annual Budget and
Appropriation Ordinance. Any decrease in appropriations from the prior fiscal year, in either the proposed or
adopted budget, shall be accompanied by a written justification for the decrease. Subject to the provisions of
Article VIII of the Charter, it is authorized to expend funds derived from private grants, the State or the United
States to carry out its functions and activities, and to cooperate with any agency of the State or the United States
in carrying out its functions and activities.
(CB-63-2012)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-63-2012 provides that for Fiscal Year 2013 only, the operations of the Office of
Ethics and Accountability shall be funded through the approved appropriations for the Board of Ethics in the
Adopted Fiscal Year 2013 Budget and Appropriation Ordinance.
Sec. 2-303. - Authority.
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The Office of Ethics and Accountability is authorized to engage in the following specific functions:
(a)
Evaluate, investigate and inspect the activities, records, and individuals with contracts, procurements, grants,
agreements, and other financial or programmatic arrangements undertaken by or on behalf of the County
Government and any other function, activity, process, or operation conducted by County government;
(b)
Conduct criminal, civil, and administrative investigations;
(c)
Provide information and evidence that relates to criminal acts to appropriate law enforcement officials;
(d)
Initiate such reviews of operations of the County Government as deemed appropriate;
(e)
Receive and investigate complaints from any source or upon its own initiative concerning alleged abuse, fraud,
and service deficiencies including deficiencies in the operation and maintenance of facilities;
(f)
Conduct joint investigations and projects with the Office of Audits and Investigations and other oversight or law
enforcement agencies.
(g)
Issue public reports as set forth in Section 2-305 of this Division;
(h)
Establish policies and procedures to guide functions and processes conducted by the Office;
(i)
Provide support to the County Board of Ethics established by Section 2-292 of this Subtitle;
(j)
Make recommendations to the County Executive and County Council which would assist in the promotion of
efficiency, accountability, and integrity in County government; and
(k)
Do all things necessary to carry out the functions set forth in this Division.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-304. - Powers.
The Office of Ethics and Accountability is provided the following powers to accomplish the intent of this
Division:
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(a)
The right to obtain full and unrestricted access to all records, information, data, reports, plans, projections,
matters, contracts, memoranda, correspondence, and any other materials, including electronic data, of the
County Government;
(b)
The authority to administer oaths or affirmations and take testimony relevant to any inquiry or investigation
undertaken pursuant to this Division;
(c)
The right of access to the head of any public entity, when necessary for purposes related to the work of the
Office; and
(d)
The power to require County employees to cooperate with the Office's investigations regarding fraud, waste,
corruption, illegal acts, and abuse. County employees failing or refusing to cooperate shall be subject to the
discipline provisions of the Personnel Law or provisions of any applicable collective bargaining agreement.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-305. - Referrals.
The Office of Ethics and Accountability shall refer matters, as appropriate, for further civil, criminal, and
administrative action to appropriate administrative and prosecutorial agencies.
(a)
When a matter is being referred to the Office of the State's Attorney for possible criminal prosecution, the
Executive Director shall provide the affected individual or entity with a copy of the report or recommendations
and such person or entity shall have 10 working days to submit a written explanation or rebuttal of the findings
before the matter is referred, and such timely submitted written explanation or rebuttal shall be attached to the
report or recommendations provided to the State's Attorney. The requirements of this subsection (a) shall not
apply when the Executive Director, in conjunction with the State's Attorney, determines that supplying the
affected person or entity with such report will jeopardize a pending criminal investigation.
(b)
The Executive Director shall provide ongoing guidance to the Chief Administrative Officer regarding significant
problems or deficiencies within the operations of the County government and provide recommendations to
resolve those issues, and shall provide recommendations for specific integrity programs which emphasize
detection, prevention, and correction of problems relating to fraud, corruption, and abuse within County
government.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-306. - Whistleblower Protection.
Anyone who has the authority to take or direct others to take, recommend, or approve any personnel action, shall
not, with respect to this authority, take or threaten to take any action against another as reprisal for making a
complaint or disclosing information to the Office of Ethics and Accountability, unless the complaint was made
or the information disclosed with the knowledge that it was false or with willful disregard for its truth or falsity.
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(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-307. - Records Disclosure.
Investigation reports of the Office of Ethics and Accountability shall be public records subject to disclosure
under the Maryland Public Information Act. During the course of investigation activities, all records will be
considered deliberative in process and not available for outside review. Names and identities of individuals
making complaints and information protected by whistleblower protection or other legislation will not be
disclosed without the written consent of the individual unless required by law or judicial process.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-308. - Reporting Office Activities.
(a)
The Executive Director shall report the findings of the Office's work to appropriate elected and appointed
leadership and to the public. The Executive Director shall report investigative matters to the appropriate
administrative body for action in circumstances where such body exists, and shall report criminal investigative
matters to the appropriate law enforcement agencies.
(b)
Within 60 days of the end of each fiscal year, the Executive Director shall issue an annual report that separately
lists reports and other investigative or assistance efforts completed during the fiscal year. The report shall list the
accomplishments of the Office of Ethics and Accountability and shall be provided to the County Executive and
the Clerk of the County Council. Upon issuance, notice shall be given to the public of the issuance of the report
and the report shall be posted on the County Government website.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-309. - Quality Review.
Investigations, inspections and reviews shall be subject to quality assurance reviews by an appropriate
professional, non-partisan, objective group every three to five years. A copy of the written report resulting from
this review shall be furnished to the County Executive and the County Council, and shall be made available to
the public.
(CB-63-2012)
Sec. 2-310. through Sec. 2-313. - Reserved.
DIVISION 18. - PRINCE GEORGE'S ARTS AND HUMANITIES COUNCIL.
Sec. 2-314. - Council created; purposes; legislative intent.
There is hereby created a Prince George's Arts and Humanities Council, hereinafter referred to as the "Arts
Council." The Arts Council is created as a not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization for the purpose of promoting,
developing, educating, and otherwise furthering the arts in Prince George's County by actively supporting artists,
arts organizations, humanities scholars and organizations and their roles in the civic life of the County. The
County government is hereby authorized and encouraged to assist the Prince George's Arts and Humanities
Council in its role as the initiator of arts and cultural activities in Prince George's County. The County Executive
is further authorized and encouraged to extend financial support to the Prince George's Arts and Humanities
Council for future appropriation requests based on funding availability.
(CB-58-2010)
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Sec. 2-315. - Board of Directors; appointment.
(a)
The powers and duties of the Arts Council shall be vested in and exercised by a Board of Directors consisting of
at least nine (9) and no more than twenty-five (25) members who are residents of the County, appointed pursuant
to the by-laws of the Arts Council as follows:
(1)
Nine (9) board members appointed to consecutive three-year terms consisting of representatives and leaders
from arts, education, humanities disciplines, and business and reflecting the geographical, cultural, and social
diversity of the County. One board member shall be designated as Chair.
(A)
At its first meeting, the Board shall elect from its members a Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and Executive
Director who shall form the Executive Committee.
(2)
The County Executive and County Council may each designate one representative to serve as an ex-officio
member of the Arts Council.
(CB-58-2010)
Sec. 2-316. - Compensation; expenses.
The members of the Arts Council shall serve without compensation. Expenses incurred by the members in the
performance of their duties shall be paid in accordance with such budgetary and administrative procedures as
may be adopted by the Arts Council.
(CB-58-2010)
Sec. 2-317. - Power and duties.
(a)
The County Attorney, upon designation of the initial board members, shall prepare and file or cause to be
prepared and filed with the appropriate bodies, articles of incorporation and such other documents as may be
deemed necessary and appropriate in order that the Arts Council might be constituted a body corporate having
perpetual existence.
(b)
The Arts Council shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
To serve the public at large as the arts funding organization for the County;
(2)
To serve as a recipient and distributor of federal, state, regional, public, private, foundation, and county arts
block funding;
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(3)
To provide financial support through competitive grants programs and special funding initiatives for artists, arts
organizations, humanities organizations, and humanities scholars;
(4)
To provide advice and technical assistance for privately-funded arts in public places program in collaboration
with the Art in Public Places Program administered by the Office of Central Services;
(5)
To serve as the advisory body for the development, management, and marketing of Arts and Entertainment
Districts in the County;
(6)
To provide technical assistance and learning opportunities for individual artists and scholars as well as capacity
building activities arts and humanities organizations;
(7)
To build, own, develop, or manage facilities designated and designed for cultural and artistic uses including
galleries, museums, theaters, performing arts centers and amphitheaters; and
(8)
To provide advice and guidance on matters related to the arts, the humanities, and cultural aesthetics to the
County Executive, the County Council, as well as the business, education, and civic leadership communities of
the County.
(CB-58-2010)
Sec. 2-318. - Meetings.
The Arts Council shall meet in public session, unless otherwise provided by law, as provided in its bylaws as
required to perform its duties and exercise its responsibilities.
(CB-58-2010)
Sec. 2-319. - Annual Report.
The Arts Council shall advise and report annually to the County Executive and County Council its activities
during the preceding fiscal year, together with any recommendations or request it deems appropriate to further
the public purpose of the public body.
(CB-58-2010)
Sec. 2-320. through Sec. 2-338. - Reserved.
DIVISION 19. - PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD.
Sec. 2-339. - Established.
A Board to be known as the "Park and Recreation Advisory Board" is hereby established.
(CB-74-1975)
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Sec. 2-340. - Members and terms.
(a)
The Park and Recreation Advisory Board shall consist of eleven (11) members who have an interest in and
understanding of parks and recreation in its broadest concept. The members shall be representative of all fields
of park and recreational activities. All members appointed to the Board shall be expected to provide advice on a
total park and recreation program for all citizens of Prince George's County. The Park and Recreation Advisory
Board, shall, in all cases, remain a non-partisan body. The members shall be appointed by the County Executive
and confirmed by the Council in accordance with Section 322 of the Charter. Of the eleven (11) Board Members,
three (3) members shall be appointed from each of the three (3) areas: Northern, Central, and Southern, as
established by the Prince George's County Planning Board. These nine (9) persons shall be residents of the area
they represent. The remaining two (2) members shall be appointed as at-large members who will complete the
Board's roster. From this group the Board shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman to serve for two (2) years.
(b)
Staggered terms shall be established, with length of terms as follows: Initially, four (4) members appointed for
four (4) years; four (4) members appointed for three (3) years; and three (3) members appointed for two (2)
years. Subsequent appointments shall be for four (4) years, allowing for the continuation of staggered terms.
Interim appointments to cover positions of members resigning shall be only for the remaining period of that
member's term. Any member of the Board who misses, without an excused absence, three (3) or more meetings
of the Board during any given calendar year shall be considered to have resigned from the Board.
(CB-74-1975; CB-13-1982)
Sec. 2-341. - Purpose of Board.
The purpose of the Park and Recreation Advisory Board shall be to make recommendations to the County
Council, the County Executive, and the Prince George's County Planning Board, relative to planning and
conducting a diversified park and recreation program in Prince George's County.
(CB-74-1975; CB-13-1982)
Sec. 2-342. - Powers and duties.
(a)
The duties of the Park and Recreation Advisory Board shall be as follows:
(1)
The Board shall, pursuant to Section 25-805 of the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
constitute the permanent advisory committee to the Prince George's County Planning Board.
(2)
In conjunction therewith, the Board shall submit reports to the County Executive, County Council, and Planning
Board periodically and at budget time, evaluating the park system and recreational programs within the County,
with recommendations for any needed changes or improvements. The Planning Board staff shall assist the
Advisory Board by providing an ongoing summary of park facilities and recreational programs on a county-wide
basis and, to the extent possible, maintain a summary of all existing park and recreational programs provided by
both private and public, including municipal and County, agencies.
(3)
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Recognizing the diversity of interests of all age and activity groups in parks and recreation in Prince George's
County, the Board shall analyze and report to the County Executive, County Council, and Planning Board the
park and recreational needs of the citizens of the County. It shall be the Planning Board's responsibility to
develop and maintain a plan for immediate and long-range park and recreational needs.
(4)
It is the Advisory Board's responsibility to annually review the proposed budget, formulated through the joint
efforts of the Park and Recreation Director and the Prince George's County Planning Board. The Advisory Board
shall make a recommendation as to whether, in its opinion, the programs and monetary expenditures are
consistent with the park and recreational needs and financial capabilities of the County.
(5)
In compliance with budget review policy guidelines, the Board shall forward its recommendations to the County
Executive and County Council. At the public hearing on the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission budget, the Park and Recreation Advisory Board shall make a statement of its recommendations to
the County Council.
(6)
The Board shall perform such other functions and duties as the County Executive shall, by Executive Order, or
the County Council shall, by Resolution, provide.
(CB-74-1975; CB-13-1982; CB-99-2021)
DIVISION 20. - TREE PLANTING COMMITTEE.
Sec. 2-343. - Tree Planting Committee established; composition.
There is created in the County a Tree Planting Committee consisting of five (5) or more citizens of the County,
to: (1) Provide for a systematic procedure for the beautification of the streets, roads and public rights of way; (2)
Provide for the facilitation of citizen participation in the fulfillment of an established plan; and, (3) Encourage
each municipality to cooperate and coordinate their endeavors with the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 19-1965; Gen. Res. No. 28-1965)
Sec. 2-344. - Members; terms.
(a)
The five (5) or more citizens on the Tree Planting Committee who are residents of the County shall be appointed
by the County Executive as follows:
(1)
Two (2) members for a term of three (3) years, the Chairman for a term of four (4) years, and all additional
members for a term of two (2) years.
(Gen. Res. No. 19-1965, Sec. 1; Gen. Res. No. 28-1965, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-345. - Powers and duties; rules.
(a)
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The Tree Planting Committee shall develop and adopt a tree planting and development plan for the entire
County. The plan shall designate well defined geographic areas in which certain types of trees shall be planted.
The Committee shall have the authority to alter the plan from time to time as necessary and desirable.
(b)
The Council shall adopt rules and regulations to carry out the purpose of this Division after the regulations have
been recommended by the Tree Planting Committee.
(Gen. Res. No. 19-1965, Secs. 2, 3; Gen. Res. No. 28-1965, Secs. 2, 3)
DIVISION 21. - RESERVED.
Sec. 2-346. through Sec. 2-365. - Reserved.
DIVISION 22. - URBAN AREAS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 2-366. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subdivision:
(1)
Suburban area shall mean a geographical area less than an urban area, as established by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for administrative purposes only.
(2)
Urban area shall mean the entire County, excluding any incorporated town or city.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Sec. 2; CB-49-1984; CB-21-1995; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 2-367. - Establishment of urban areas; notice.
(a)
The County Executive shall establish or create within the County or any portion thereof, outside any
incorporated town or city, urban areas for the purposes of providing:
(1)
The construction, reconstruction of roads, bridges, alleys, streets, sidewalks, curb and gutters, with storm
drainage incident to such construction or improvement;
(2)
Municipal functions and services such as street lights, street signs, street cleaning and maintenance, garbage
collection, removal and disposition, acquisition and operation of a site or sites for the disposition of such trash
and garbage; and
(3)
Storm drainage systems to construct, maintain and operate a system for the control and disposition of surface
waters within the County or any portion thereof.
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(b)
The improvements, services and functions may be provided for the whole urban area, suburban area or for such
portion thereof as the Council may from time to time determine.
(c)
Before the County Executive establishes or creates such urban area or areas, notice of its intention to so establish
or create shall be published at least once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in at least one (1) newspaper
published in the County, which has a circulation in the area affected. The notice shall state the boundaries of the
area, the municipal function, or improvement which may be provided, and advising all property owners to
appear at a time and place stated in the notice, to show cause, if any there be, why such urban area, the functions,
services or improvements should not be provided as proposed.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-368. - Purpose of Division.
(a)
The purpose of the creation of an urban area under this Division shall be as follows:
(1)
Provide for the construction or reconstruction of roads, bridges, alleys, streets, sidewalks and curb and gutters,
with storm drainage incident to such construction or improvement.
(2)
Provide for municipal functions and services such as street lights, street signs, street cleaning and maintenance
and garbage collection, removal and disposition.
(3)
Provide for the construction, maintenance and operation of storm drainage systems for the control and
disposition of surface waters.
(b)
Such improvements, services and functions may be provided for the entire urban area, for a suburban area or for
such portions thereof as the Council may from time to time determine.
(Gen. Res. No. 17, Sec. 2, 1967)
Sec. 2-369. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
The Council shall adopt all necessary rules and regulations for the construction, maintenance, or operation of the
improvements, municipal functions, governmental services, and, shall fix the amount, time and manner of
payment. All taxes so levied by the Council shall be treated in all respects as County taxes, collected by the
Director of Finance, and shall have all of the priority and lien rights of other County taxes.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-370. - County as urban areas; suburban areas.
(a)
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The entire area of the County, with the exception of any municipalities, shall be deemed an "urban area."
(b)
There shall be as many suburban areas as may from time to time be determined to be contained within such
urban area.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Secs. 1, 2)
Sec. 2-371. - Merger or consolidation of improvements.
(a)
The Council has the power and authority to by legislative act merge, consolidate or transfer to or under the
applicable provisions of this Division any or all of the special taxing areas, special improvement districts
services, functions, or improvements that have been established, created or provided under the existing
provisions of this Code.
(b)
Upon the enactment or adoption of such acts all special assessments, ad valorem taxes previously assessed or
levied under the provisions of this Code are declared to be legal and after the adoption or enactment of the acts
merging, consolidating or transferring the services, functions, or improvements to or under the provisions of this
Division the assessments or levies shall be made under the provisions of this Division.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-24)
Sec. 2-372. - Merger of previously created areas and districts.
(a)
All previously created urban areas, special improvement districts and special taxing areas in the County shall be
merged and consolidated in the urban area created in this Division. All services, functions or improvements that
have been established, created or provided in any urban area, special taxing area or special improvement district
are transferred to the urban area created under this Division.
(b)
Upon the merger, consolidation and transfer of such urban areas, special improvement districts and special
taxing areas, the services, functions or improvements therein shall continue. Any obligations and assessments
shall remain in full force and effect and shall come under the provisions of this Division.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Sec. 2)
Sec. 2-373. - Tax levy; special assessment.
(a)
The County Executive shall by Executive Order fix the time and manner of payment of the costs of such
services, functions or improvements which shall include principal and interest. Any special assessment tax so
proposed shall not be adopted by Executive Order or otherwise, until the County Executive gives a notice, to be
published at least once a week for two (2) successive weeks in three (3) newspapers published in Prince
George's County which have a circulation in the area affected.
(b)
253/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The notice shall state the date on which the assessment is proposed to be made and advising all property owners
to appear at a time and place stated in the notice, to show cause, if any there be, why the assessment should not
be made as proposed. Any property owner aggrieved by the action of the County Executive shall have the right
to appeal to the Circuit Court of the County, provided such appeal is taken within thirty (30) days next
succeeding the date on which the assessment is made.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-374. - Tax levy for road, bridge or street construction.
(a)
The special assessment tax levy by the Council for the improvements as provided in Section 2-367 "the
construction, reconstruction of roads, bridges, streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs and gutters with storm drainage
incident thereto," shall be on a special benefit assessment basis. When the Council is required to make the
special assessment against the abutting land for these improvements, whether for the construction of roadways,
bridges, sidewalks, curbs or gutters and/or storm drainage incident to such improvements, any or all of them, and
such lot is located at the intersection of two (2) streets and is what is known as a corner lot, the Council shall
have the power to make an assessment for the number of feet in the front of such lot, where the improvement
abuts on the front of such lot. In case the improvement abuts on the side of such a lot, the assessment made for
such improvement against the lot shall be for one-third (1/3) of the number of linear feet of the side of the lot,
and for the purpose of assessment the short side of such lot shall be considered the front of such lot. In cases
where the two (2) sides are equal, the Council shall determine which is front and which is the side of such lot.
Such determination shall be final and conclusive. In cases of lots, where it be determined to be inequitable to
place the entire cost of such improvements upon property abutting; or lots abutting on more than two (2) streets
and of lots of irregular or unusual shape, and in cases of lots abutting on two (2) or more streets where in one (1)
or more of such streets, bridges, roadways, sidewalks, curbs, gutters or storm drainage and street improvements,
or any or all, have been or are about to be constructed under such circumstances as not to subject such lots to a
special assessment by the Council, the Council shall have full power and authority to adjust assessments to be
made against such lots for the cost of improvements herein authorized abutting such lots to such an amount as
shall be just and equitable. The cost of improvements thus exempted may be included in the assessments to be
made against the abutting property included in the project.
(b)
The Council may contribute from the general funds or proceeds of bond issues such sums as in its judgment is
just and equitable to the original assessment, and may also receive from a municipality, agency, private
individual or company and apply to such project such sum or sums of moneys as might be agreed upon. Such
adjustments as may be made by the Council shall be final and conclusive.
(c)
The Council where assessments are made against unimproved lots or property which the Council deems has a
substantial frontage, may contract with the owner to defer the payment of the assessment and cumulated interest
for a period of time not to exceed ten (10) years.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802; Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483. Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-375. - Tax levy for municipal functions.
(a)
The special assessment taxes levied by the Council for the costs of municipal functions, services and
improvements provided in Section 2-367, "Municipal functions," except garbage and trash collection removal
and disposition, site acquisition and operation, shall be by an ad valorem tax levied against all of the property
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assessed for County tax purposes within such area or that portion of the area where such are provided. The
Council may allow credit against such levy of certain State funds, provided the requirements of the Council are
complied with.
(b)
The special assessment taxes levied by the Council for the costs of garbage and trash collection, removal and
disposition, including site acquisition and operation shall be by an ad valorem tax against all of the improved
properties assessed for County tax purposes within the area receiving trash and garbage removal and disposition
service. The Council may in its discretion prescribe the method of payment and the rate of tax for the costs of
the collection, removal and disposition of trash and garbage as follows: the basis of the tax to be the total costs
of said service divided by the number of units served. The Council may vary the tax rate as between individual
residential units and commercial establishments. Such decision as to any variance for such service by the
Council shall be conclusive. For Fiscal Year 2002 and each year thereafter, the special assessments levied by the
Council for the costs of garbage and trash collection, removal and disposition, including site acquisition and
operation, shall not apply to property currently owned by organizations exempt from income taxes in accordance
with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The special assessment tax shall also not apply to property
currently owned by units or instrumentalities of the State of Maryland, the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority, properties currently owned by Prince George's County, or properties currently owned by any
incorporated municipality within Prince George's County.
(1)
The special assessment tax rate for garbage and trash disposition and the acquisition and operation of a site or
sites for the disposition of such garbage and trash shall be established on a per unit basis.
(2)
The special assessment tax rate for garbage and trash disposition and the acquisition and operation of a site or
sites for the disposition of such garbage and trash for residential and commercial uses shall be based upon the
amount of garbage and trash anticipated to be generated by each type of use. The County Executive shall collect
appropriate data, analyze waste generation, and recommend a reasonable system of rates and charges for
adoption by the Council in conjunction with the adoption of the annual operating budget.
(3)
The special assessment tax rate for residential and commercial properties and commercial uses shall be
established at rates that are designed to generate the same total revenue previously generated by the residential
rate alone, provided, however, that the rates shall be adjusted to ensure sufficient revenue to cover the increase in
the cost of providing services. For Fiscal Year 2002 and each fiscal year thereafter, the rate for residential
properties shall not exceed Thirty Dollars ($30.00) per fiscal year per residential unit for that portion of the
residential property refuse fee known as the Base Benefit Fee. For Fiscal Year 2002 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the special assessment tax rate for commercial properties and commercial uses shall be calculated by
assigning each business type to a waste generation classification system of low, medium, and high, with a
corresponding waste generation as follows:
(A)
0 to 3.99 pounds per improved square foot per fiscal year - low;
(B)
4.00 to 5.99 pounds per improved square foot per fiscal year - medium; and
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(C)
6.00 & above pounds per improved square foot per fiscal year - high.
For Fiscal Year 2002, the initial unit dollar charge shall be $4.40 for low generators; $11.00 for medium
generators; and $15.40 for high generators for each 100 square feet of improved area. For purposes of this
Section, "improved area" for commercial and non-residential properties shall mean the total area in square feet
of the building or buildings situated on the property excluding parking structures and outbuildings. The actual
special assessment tax rate for commercial properties and commercial uses charged is the product of the unit
dollar charge and the improved square footage of each establishment divided by 100. In subsequent fiscal years,
the special assessment tax rate charged for each classification may be adjusted to generate sufficient revenue
required to offset the $20.00 per residential unit reduction in the Base Benefit Fee portion of the Residential
Solid Waste Special Assessment Tax Rate. In addition, beginning July 1, 2003, the Commercial and Residential
Solid Waste Special Assessment Tax Rate may also be adjusted each fiscal year to reflect increased County
Recycling and Disposal System costs not to exceed the Consumer Price Index - all urban consumers for the
Washington-Baltimore Metropolitan area using the January base index for the ensuing fiscal year.
(4)
The County Executive shall provide an independent process to hear the appeal by the owner of any commercial
property of the assignment of the property to a business type or waste generator category or of any physical
measurement of the property that is alleged to be incorrectly calculated.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1; CB-60-1996; CB-15-2000;
CB-61-2000; CB-12-2002; CB-50-2002)
Sec. 2-376. - Tax levy for surface water improvements.
(a)
The special assessment taxes levied by the Council for the costs of improvements as provided in Section 2-367
"Surface Water," shall be by an ad valorem tax levied against all of the property assessed for County tax
purposes within the watershed area served by such drainage system or that portion thereof served by any part of
such system.
(b)
The Council may contribute general funds or receive contributions from other County agencies, private interests,
municipalities, adjacent counties, the District of Columbia or the United States Government in the pursuance of
the original construction of such drainage systems or portions thereof.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-377. - Levy of special assessment taxes.
(a)
The Council shall levy special assessment taxes as follows:
(1)
The Council shall levy a special assessment tax for the construction and reconstruction of roads, bridges, alleys,
streets, sidewalks and curb and gutters, with storm drainage incident thereto, on a special benefit assessment
basis, pursuant to Section 2-374.
(2)
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The Council shall levy special assessment taxes for the cost of municipal functions and services, including street
lights, street signs, street cleaning and maintenance, but excluding garbage and trash collection, removal and
disposition and site acquisition and operation, by an ad valorem tax levy against all of the properties assessed for
County tax purposes within the area or that portion of the area where such are provided, pursuant to Section 2375.
(3)
The Council shall levy special assessment taxes for the costs of garbage and trash collection, removal and
disposition, by a unit service tax, against those properties within the urban area or that portion of the urban area
receiving trash and garbage removal and disposition service, pursuant to Section 2-375. The basis of the tax shall
be the total cost of such service divided by the number of units served. The Council may vary the tax rate as
between individual residential units, apartment units, commercial and industrial establishments.
(4)
The Council shall levy a special assessment tax for the cost of the construction, maintenance and operation of
storm drainage systems for the control and disposition of surface waters by an ad valorem tax against all of the
properties assessed for County tax purposes within the watershed area served by such drainage system or that
portion thereof served by any part of such system, pursuant to Section 2-376.
(b)
All assessments made pursuant to this Division shall be calculated by the Office of Finance.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Secs. 4, 6)
Sec. 2-378. - Special assessment tax; content; appeal.
(a)
The special assessment shall include principal and interest, duration of payments, time when payments fall due,
the amount of the assessment and a brief description of the area affected. For all municipal functions such as
street lighting and garbage collection, assessments shall be advertised under Section 2-373 only for the original
assessment. These services are in the nature of continuing services, contracts are renewed from year to year and
subsequent increases or decreases in the assessment need not be advertised.
(b)
Any person aggrieved by a subsequent assessment shall have a right to appeal to the Council within thirty (30)
days after notice of assessment.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Secs. 4, 6)
Sec. 2-379. - Use of general funds limited.
The Council shall not expend general funds in carrying out the provisions of this Division except as hereinbefore
provided, but in the event in any one (1) year the ad valorem tax, special assessment, or unit service tax levied is
insufficient for the purpose of paying the principal and interest maturities of any bonds, notes or certificates of
indebtedness issued under the provisions of this Division, general funds may be used. In such case the following
year the particular tax levy or assessment for such service, function or improvement which caused the need of
the use of general funds shall be increased to the extent necessary to reimburse the general funds used in the
previous year.
(PLL 1963, Sec. 18-24(d))
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Sec. 2-380. - Receipt and distribution of funds.
(a)
The Council may receive funds and contribute funds as follows:
(1)
The Council shall receive all auto tag rebates and other State credits, including those formerly accruing to
special taxing areas, and may credit such funds to such assessments as described in this Division to the urban
area, suburban area or any portion thereof. The Council shall specifically credit such auto tag rebates to all costs
of street lighting and any surplus thereof shall be considered as part of the general funds.
(2)
The Council may contribute from the general funds or proceeds of bond issues such sums as in their judgment
shall be just and equitable to the original assessment as set out in Section 2-374, and may also receive from a
municipality, agency, private individual or company and apply to such project such sums of money as might be
agreed upon and such adjustments as may be made by the Council shall be final and conclusive.
(3)
The Council may contribute general funds or receive contributions from other County agencies, private interests,
municipalities, adjacent counties, the District of Columbia or the United States Government in the pursuance of
the original construction of such drainage systems or portions thereof as set out in Section 2-376.
(4)
The Council may not contribute general funds in carrying out the provisions of this Division, except as provided
in this Section, but in the event in any one (1) year the ad valorem tax, special assessment or unit service tax
levied is insufficient for the purpose of paying the principal and interest maturities of any bonds, notes or
certificates of indebtedness issued under the provisions of this Division, general funds may be used. The
following year the particular tax levy or assessment for such service, function or improvement which caused the
need of the use of general funds shall be increased to the extent necessary to reimburse the general funds used in
the previous year. (This Subsection applies principally to those projects as set out in Section 2-367(a)(2) and (3).
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1967, Sec. 5)
Sec. 2-381. - Right to contract.
The Executive may condemn property or interests therein, negotiate and make contracts with any municipality,
adjacent county, the District of Columbia, the United States Government or any agency thereof, the State of
Maryland, or any agency thereof, and any other person, corporation in performing and providing the proper
administration of the provisions of this Division.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-382. - Borrowing power of County.
(a)
The County, for the purpose of making any of the improvements provided in this Division, or providing the
governmental services or municipal functions or for the maintenance and operation of the facilities or systems
within the defined areas, shall have full power and authority to borrow upon the faith and credit of the County
such sum or sums as may be needed for the purposes above mentioned, to fix the maturity or maturities of any
such debt, the interest rate or rates, not exceeding six percent (6%) per annum, and manner and place of
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payment, and in each instance to issue its bonds or note or other evidences of indebtedness for the amount of
monies so borrowed.
(b)
The bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness shall be issued in groups or series, each such group or series
to be appropriately identified with the improvement for which the money is being borrowed. The bonds, notes or
other evidences of indebtedness may be sold by the Council from time to time at public sale or by private
negotiation, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 10 of Article 31 of the Code of Public General Laws of
Maryland (1957 Edition), as amended. None of the bonds, notes or evidences of indebtedness shall be issued to
mature over a longer period than thirty (30) years from date of issuance or the probable useful life of the
improvement or undertaking with respect to which they are to be issued. They shall be issued on an annual serial
maturity plan so arranged as to correspond as nearly as possible in amounts with the aggregate amounts of
special assessments as above provided.
(c)
The Council shall, by a proper ordinance in each case, provide for the issuance of the bonds, notes or other
evidences of indebtedness and for the liquidation thereof and the interest thereon by the application of the
receipts of the special assessments with respect to which the bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness are
issued. The Prince George's County Government shall, also by the legislative act provide, in each case, that in
the event the proceeds of the collection of such special assessments are in any year insufficient for the purpose
of paying the principal and interest maturities of any such bonds, notes or evidences of indebtedness, such
deficiency shall be made up by the County from the proceeds of unlimited ad valorem taxes levied upon all
assessable property within the corporate limits of the County subject to unlimited taxation thereby.
(d)
Any bonds issued pursuant to the authority of this Section and the interest payable thereon and the income
derived therefrom in the hands of the holders thereof from time to time shall be, and is declared to be exempt
from State, County and municipal taxation of every kind and nature whatsoever in this State.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-383. - Areas later incorporated.
Any area which becomes subject to any special assessment provided in this Division, which area subsequently
through annexation or incorporation is taken into and becomes a part of a municipality, or becomes a
municipality, in accordance with the provisions of existing law shall continue to be subject to any taxes or
assessments levied under this Division until such time as the improvements for which the assessment was levied
are paid for.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-384. - Contributions by contractor or developer.
The Council may require any owner or developer of a subdivision or tract of land upon which dwellings,
apartments, stores or other buildings are to be erected to contribute what it deems to be a fair share of the costs
of a drainage project under the provisions of Section 2-367 before it approves or constructs such project. Such
contribution shall be paid in cash before construction begins or secured to the satisfaction of the Council.
(Laws 1965, ch. 802, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, ch. 483, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 506, Sec. 1)
Sec. 2-384.01. - Hardship on-premise collection of garbage and trash.
(a)
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In any area in which there is levied a special assessment tax for trash and garbage collection service, pursuant to
the provisions of Section 2-377(a)(3) of this Division, the Prince George's County Government shall provide,
upon request of the party receiving such service, and without additional charge, "on-premise collection service,"
to any household in which all of the residents are physically unable by reason of age or infirmity to carry trash to
the curb. Any person who is more than sixty-five (65) years of age shall be deemed to be unable to carry trash to
the curb. "On-premise collection" shall mean the collection of trash and garbage at the rear or side of a dwelling.
(b)
The following requirements apply to on-premise collection:
(1)
Trash must be placed in a metal or tough plastic container with handles and a tight-fitting lid, with a maximum
weight of 60 lbs.
(2)
A maximum of one opaque plastic bag not within a trash container that can be picked up and carried without
tearing and securely tied at the top to prevent spillage may be used per residence per collection.
(c)
The Department of the Environment shall provide outreach to those persons it supplies, or will supply onpremise collection including, but not limited to: eligibility and application for the services, accessing the
services, and a description of the services provided.
(d)
This provision shall apply to any contract negotiated or renegotiated by Prince George's County for trash and
garbage collection in accordance with this Division herein from the effective date of this Act.
(CB-78-1974; CB-80-1979; CB-66-2017)
Sec. 2-384.02. - Installation of street lights.
(a)
When a special assessment tax is levied pursuant to this Division for installation of street lights, payment of the
tax shall be made according to the following schedule:
less than $150.00

due in one lump sum

$150.00 to $300.00

2 equal annual installments

$301.00 to $450.00

3 equal annual installments

in excess of $450.00

5 equal annual installments

(b)
The notice of special assessment sent to the property owners concerned shall show the total amount of the
special assessment tax for street lighting to be paid by the individual property owner, along with a schedule of
the installments that will appear on the tax bill for the current and succeeding years.
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(CB-11-1988)
SUBDIVISION 2. - URBAN AREAS FOR RECYCLABLES, GARBAGE, AND TRASH.
Sec. 2-384.03. - Establishment of urban areas.
Notwithstanding the limitations set forth in Subdivision 1 hereof, the County Executive may establish or create
within the County, or any portion thereof, urban areas for the purposes of providing municipal functions and
services of recyclables collection, removal, disposition, and acquisition and operation of a site for the disposition
of such recyclables, and garbage and trash disposition, and the acquisition and operation of a site or sites for the
disposition of such garbage and trash.
(CB-21-1995)
Sec. 2-384.04. - Procedure for establishing urban area; levying special assessments.
(a)
The procedure for establishing urban areas as provided in Section 2-384.03 shall be as set forth in Subdivision 1,
above.
(b)
The procedure for levying special assessments for such urban areas shall be as set forth in Subdivision 1, above.
(c)
The special assessments rates for such urban areas shall be established in accordance with Section 2-375.
(CB-21-1995; CB-60-1996)
DIVISION 23. - UTILITY SERVICE PROTECTION CENTER.
Sec. 2-385. - Definitions.
(a)
Contractor means any person including a subcontractor who acts as or for a property owner or permit holder,
public or private, or any person engaged in excavation activity.
(b)
Excavate or Excavation means the movement or removal of earth using mechanized equipment or blasting, and
includes augering, backfilling, digging, ditching, drilling, grading, plowing, pulling-in, ripping, scraping,
trenching and tunneling or either of them.
(c)
Hazardous to the Public within the meaning of Section 11-132 relating to concentration of natural gas, and the
reporting requirement thereunder, the phrase means any condition which may cause an interruption of essential
services and, in addition, may result in death or injury to persons or property due to destruction of, disruption of,
or damage to an underground piping system.
(d)
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Permittee (Permit Holder) means the actual person to whom a permit is issued under the provisions of the
County Building Code or Road Ordinance, or both, the term also means and includes, as being directly
accountable under the terms of this Ordinance, the contractor, builder, developer, excavator, or other person who
engages in excavation work covered by this Ordinance.
(e)
Person means any individual, partnership, association, corporation and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,
or personal representative thereof.
(f)
Utilities means any person, firm, or corporation which furnishes or transports by means of an underground
conduit any of the materials or services as defined under the term "utility line(s)."
(g)
Utility Line(s) means any underground conduits and its related facilities including pipe or cable, by which there
is furnished or transported any of the following materials or services:
(1)
Flammable, natural, toxic, or corrosive gas;
(2)
Petroleum, petroleum products, and hazardous liquids;
(3)
Electricity; or
(4)
Communications.
(CB-6-1973)
Sec. 2-386. - Utility service protection center; membership.
Utility service protection center means the "one call concept" Center established by utility companies doing
business in Prince George's County, Maryland, for the purpose of expediting and simplifying information
requests concerning field site identification of underground utilities for excavators, contractors, builders,
developers, permittees and other persons who are to engage in excavation activities under the provisions of this
Ordinance. The membership of the Center consists of the following: American Telephone and Telegraph
Company, Baltimore Gas and Electric Company, Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Maryland,
Potomac Electric Power Company, Washington Gas Light Company and the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission. The membership of the Center does not include the following: The City of Bowie, Maryland,
providing municipal water and sewer service, and the Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative, Incorporated. It
is the essential function of the Center to promptly notify the utility(ies) concerned so that it, or they, shall
individually and directly respond to the permittee with the required information under this Ordinance.
(CB-6-1973)
Sec. 2-387. - Statement of findings and purpose.
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(a)
The County Council finds that there exists within the County thousands of miles of underground utility lines;
and that many more are laid throughout the County each year. In addition, an equally large number of
construction and excavation projects are initiated on public and private spaces, such as: road construction,
erection of buildings and developments, repairs and relocation of overhead utility line poles, site grading,
installation of road signs and other instances. The Council further finds that with greater congestion, the present
trend in community planning and development is directed toward the installation of all types of utility services
beneath the ground. These factors in combination result in the frequent exposure of existing underground utility
lines to breaks or rupturing in the underground conduits and related facilities including pipe or cable.
(b)
The Council further finds and declares that as a result of its inquiry into the substantial numbers of breaks or
rupturing to utility lines, and the causes therefor, that there exists a serious threat to human life and property
which demands immediate legislative action, and that it is in the clear public interest to prescribe certain
remedial measures so as to prevent the interruption of vital utility services necessary to communications, the
furnishing of gas and electricity, and water and sewer services; and more particularly to prevent the ignition and
explosion of natural gas.
(CB-6-1973)
Sec. 2-388. - Penalty.
Notwithstanding any of the penalty provisions of said Subtitles 4, 11, and 23 of the Prince George's County
Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, 1967 Edition, as amended, including the general penalty provisions of
Subtitle 1 thereof, it is hereby ordained that each violation hereof shall, upon conviction, be punishable by a fine
or penalty not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for any single violation or imprisonment for not more
than six (6) months. Each day any violation of any provision of this Division continues shall constitute a
separate offense.
(CB-6-1973)
Sec. 2-389. - Administration and enforcement.
The general administration and enforcement of this Division shall be under the respective direction of the
Director, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, Director of Public Works, and the County
Fire Chief.
(CB-6-1973; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014)
DIVISION 24. - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS.
Sec. 2-390. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-391. - Compensation.
No member of any Board or Commission shall be entitled to compensation unless specifically provided for by
legislative act.
(CB-77-1974; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-392. - Meetings and records.
The Chairman of each Board or Commission shall be responsible for maintaining a permanent record book of all
meetings which shall as a minimum set forth the date of each meeting, the time of convening, the members
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present, and the time of adjournment. The Chairman's signature on the record book shall be a certification that
the record of the meeting is correct.
(CB-77-1974; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-393. - Attendance at meetings.
Board or Commission members shall be given adequate notice of all meetings. A member may, upon advance
written request to the Chairman, be excused by the Board or Commission on a majority vote of the members
present for sickness or other valid reason.
(CB-77-1974; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 2-394. - Travel and other expenses.
Members of Boards or Commissions may be entitled to reimbursement for travel and other expenses only in
accordance with administrative rules and regulations established by the Chief Administrative Officer and in
accordance with established budgetary procedures.
(CB-77-1974; CB-119-1975; CB-60-1979)
DIVISION 25. - CITIZENS AGAINST RURAL POVERTY (CARP).
Sec. 2-395. - CARP administration.
(a)
The County agency known as Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) shall be included within the Division of
Housing and Community Development, with the overall responsibility for administration of Citizens Against
Rural Poverty (CARP) vesting in the Department of Human Resources and Community Development.
(b)
Program administration for the agency known as Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) shall be assumed by
the County Government so as to most efficiently provide needed services to the rural areas of the County and to
assist the rural poor in all ways possible.
(Executive Order No. 195-1974)
Sec. 2-396. - Duties; membership.
The Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) Board, which board shall act in an advisory capacity to the Director
of the Department of Human Resources and Community Development, shall consist of nine (9) members
appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. The Membership Committee of
Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) shall submit a list of recommended candidates for the Citizens Against
Rural Poverty (CARP) Board to the County Executive, such list being solely advisory in nature.
(Executive Order No. 195-1974)
Sec. 2-397. - CARP chairman.
The Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) Board shall, by majority vote, annually select a Chairman of the
Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) Board. The Chairman must be one of the nine (9) sitting members of the
Citizens Against Rural Poverty (CARP) Board. An interim vacancy in chairmanship shall be filled by a similar
majority vote, and the replacement Chairman shall serve for duration of the prior Chairman's remaining annual
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term. If a tie vote shall occur in selecting a Chairman, the County Executive is entitled to cast a tie breaking
ballot.
(Executive Order No. 195-1974)
DIVISION 26. - COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES.
Sec. 2-398. - Designation.
Pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Part 1062, entitled "Establishment and Eligibility of
Community Action Agencies," of Chapter 10, Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations, the United
Communities Against Poverty, Incorporated (UCAP), a corporation chartered under the laws of the State of
Maryland is hereby designated as a proposed community action agency by Prince George's County, Maryland.
Such designation is being made in accordance with the aforesaid regulations solely for the purpose of permitting
UCAP to apply for recognition as a community action agency by the United States Office of Economic
Opportunity.
(CB-81-1977)
Editor's note— CR-81-1995 approved the allocation and selection of County Council representatives on the
Board of Directors of United Communities Against Poverty.
DIVISION 27. - NOTICE TO MUNICIPALITIES.
Sec. 2-399. - Notice to municipalities of property disposed of by governmental bodies.
When the County is notified by a governmental body that any property located in the County owned by a
governmental body, including but not limited to property owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority, or the State, is to be disposed of and the property to be disposed of is also located in a municipality
within the County, the County shall give notice of the disposed of property to the municipality where the
disposed property is located.
(CB-51-2019)
Sec. 2-400. - Notice to municipalities of money collected on behalf a municipality.
When the County collects any money or funds on behalf of a municipality within the County, the County shall
send notification to the municipality that the money or funds have been received.
(CB-51-2019)
Sec. 2-401. through Sec. 2-413. - Reserved.
DIVISION 28. - TRUST FOR SOCIAL CARE.
Sec. 2-414. - Trust created; purposes.
There is hereby created the Trust for Social Care of Prince George's County, hereinafter referred to in this
Division as the "Trust." The Trust is created for the purpose of providing aid, including, but not limited to, food,
clothing, shelter, and medical care for the poor, the sick, the aged, the handicapped, and other needy individuals
residing within Prince George's County.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-415. - Trustees; appointment.
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(a)
The powers and duties of the Trust shall be vested in and exercised by a body of five (5) trustees. The initial
trustees shall be nominated by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council within thirty (30)
days of such nomination.
(b)
All trustees shall be residents of Prince George's County. Upon the death, resignation or incapacitation of any
trustee, a successor trustee shall be nominated by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council
within thirty (30) days of such nomination.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-416. - Compensation; expenses.
The trustees shall serve without compensation. Expenses incurred by the trustees in the performance of their
duties shall be paid in accordance with such budgetary and administrative procedures as may be adopted by the
trustees.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-417. - Power and duties; report.
(a)
The County Attorney, upon designation of the initial trustees, shall prepare and file or cause to be prepared and
filed with the appropriate bodies, articles of incorporation and such other documents as may be deemed
necessary and appropriate in order that the Trust might be constituted a body corporate having perpetual
existence.
(b)
Subject to modification by ordinance of the County governing body, if the same is deemed necessary and
appropriate to effectuate the purposes of the Trust, the Trust shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
To provide, through appropriate means, for the health and welfare of the poor, the sick, the aged, the
handicapped and other needy individuals residing in Prince George's County.
(2)
To contract and be contracted with, to sue and be sued, to take, purchase or otherwise acquire any property, real
or personal, of whatever kind and form, from whatever source, and to hold, lease, convey, assign, spend or
otherwise dispose of such in whatever manner as the trustees in their discretion shall deem most appropriate for
the benefit of the persons constituting the intended beneficiaries of the Trust.
(3)
To preserve the corpus of the Trust funds and to disburse the income earned with respect to such funds as are
deemed appropriate to social care agencies serving the citizens of Prince George's County.
(4)
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To manage and administer such funds or property as may be acquired by the Trust through budgetary allocation,
donation or otherwise for the benefit of the poor, the sick, the aged, the handicapped and other needy residents of
Prince George's County.
(5)
To apply all monies, assets, property or other things of value that may come into the Trust as an incident to its
operation to the general purposes of the Trust.
(6)
To take any action necessary and proper to effectuate the powers and duties expressly conferred by this Division,
including any and all actions required by State or federal law to establish and maintain a tax-exempt corporate
status.
(7)
To adopt, subject to the terms of this Division, such rules as are necessary and proper for the regulation or
government of the Trust, or to effectuate the purposes of the Trust.
(8)
To delegate any of the powers conferred in this Division to any one or more of the trustees.
(c)
The trustees shall report annually to the County Executive and County Council their activities during the
preceding year together with any recommendations or request they deem appropriate to further the purposes of
the Trust hereby created.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-418. - Acceptance of money or property from County.
The Trust is hereby authorized to receive and the County is authorized to pay over and transfer to the Trust from
time to time monies or properties to carry out the purposes of the Trust. The County may appropriate from time
to time such sums as are determined to be necessary and appropriate for the purposes of the Trust.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-419. - Liability of Trustees.
The trustees shall not be liable for any error of judgment nor for any act done or step taken or omitted nor for
any mistakes of law or fact nor for anything which the trustees may do or refrain from doing in good faith in the
proper furtherance of the purposes of the Trust nor generally shall the trustees have any accountability hereunder
except for willful misconduct or gross negligence.
(CB-126-1982)
Sec. 2-420. - Status as agency of County.
The powers and duties granted to the Trust under this Division shall be carried out by the Trust as a body
corporate and not as an agency of the County.
(CB-126-1982)
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DIVISION 29. - ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SAND AND GRAVEL OPERATIONS.
Sec. 2-421. - Advisory Committee on Sand and Gravel Operations created.
The Prince George's County Advisory Committee on Sand and Gravel Operations is hereby created to serve as a
link between the sand and gravel industry, County residents, and local government.
(CB-15-1984)
Sec. 2-422. - Powers and duties of Committee.
(a)
The Committee shall have the authority and power to:
(1)
Serve as the central point of information for industry, citizens, and government on the status of specific
operations, and proposed requests for new operations;
(2)
Be cognizant of all laws, rules, and regulations governing the industry so as to be a reliable, central source of
information to members of the public and the industry alike, and to recommend, where appropriate, changes to
eliminate unnecessary laws and to avoid duplication of enforcement efforts;
(3)
Assist, develop, and conduct programs of citizen education and information so as to fairly and accurately reflect
the nature of industry operations, as well as to undertake activities to encourage industry members to maintain
high standards of honesty and public responsibility in its own operations;
(4)
Coordinate meetings between citizens and industry representatives, when necessary, to facilitate discussions
between the parties over specific concerns which may arise regarding a particular site or the industry at-large;
and
(5)
Work to establish better communication and understanding between the sand and gravel industry and the
community at large.
(CB-15-1984)
Sec. 2-423. - Committee composition; term; officers.
(a)
The Committee shall be composed of nine (9) members appointed by the County Executive and subject to the
confirmation by the County Council. Three (3) members shall be directly affiliated with the sand and gravel
industry; three (3) members shall be citizens with no affiliation with the industry or local government; one (1)
member shall represent the County Executive; one (1) member shall represent the County Council; and one (1)
member shall represent the Department of Licenses and Permits. Members shall be selected so as to represent
diverse geographic locations and a broad range of interests and associations.
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(b)
The term of office for each member shall be for three (3) years; however, the terms of the initial appointments
shall be staggered with five (5) members appointed to two (2) year terms and four (4) members appointed to
three (3) year terms.
(c)
The committee members shall elect annually from its own membership a chairman and such other officers as it
deems necessary. Technical support shall be provided by the County Council.
(CB-15-1984)
Sec. 2-424. - Meetings.
The Committee shall meet in public session on call of the chairman as frequently as required to perform its
duties and exercise its responsibilities.
(CB-15-1984)
Sec. 2-425. - Annual report.
The Committee shall advise and report annually to the County Executive and County Council its activities
during the preceding year, together with any recommendations or request it deems appropriate to further the
public purpose of the committee.
(CB-15-1984)
DIVISION 30. - AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Sec. 2-426. - Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee created.
The Prince George's County Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee is hereby created to serve as a link
between the farming community and local government.
(CB-24-1984)
Sec. 2-427. - Powers and duties of Committee.
(a)
The Committee shall have the power and duty to:
(1)
Serve as the central point of information for the farming community regarding governmental programs affecting
agricultural operations;
(2)
Advise County government regarding the effect on agricultural operations of existing laws, policies, rules and
regulations;
(3)
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Advise County government regarding the effect on agricultural operations of potential laws, policies, rules and
regulations;
(4)
Work to establish better communication and understanding between the agricultural industry and the community
at large; and
(5)
Advise the County government on the implementation of state and local initiatives pertaining to development
such as, but not limited to, rural legacy, nutrient management, and smart growth programs.
(CB-24-1984; CB-19-1999)
Sec. 2-428. - Committee composition; term; officers.
(a)
The Committee shall be composed of thirteen members nominated by the County Executive and confirmed by
the County Council. Four members shall be citizen members with specific farming interests. The other nine
members shall represent the Farm Bureau, the Maryland Cooperative Extension, the County Agricultural Land
Preservation Advisory Board, the Soil Conservation District, and the United States Department of Agriculture,
non-farming interests, Prince George's County Association of Realtors, one member from the equine community
and one member from the forestry community. One ex-officio member may be appointed by the County
Executive and one ex-officio member by the County Council. Members shall be selected so as to represent
diverse geographic locations and a broad range of agricultural interests.
(b)
The term of office for each member shall be three years; however, the terms of the initial appointments shall be
staggered with five members appointed to three-year terms, five members appointed to two-year terms, and three
members appointed to one-year terms.
(c)
The committee members shall elect annually from their own membership a chairman and such other officers as
it deemed necessary. Staff support shall be provided by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission.
(CB-24-1984; CB-19-1999; CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-429. - Meetings.
The Committee shall meet in public session on call of the chairman as frequently as required to perform its
duties and exercise its responsibilities.
(CB-24-1984)
Sec. 2-430. - Committee's Annual report.
The Committee shall advise the County Executive and County Council on issues of interest to the agricultural
and rural populace, both on the Committee's own initiative and upon the request of either branch of County
government. Further, the Committee shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and County Council
summarizing its activities during the preceding year together with any recommendations or requests it deems
appropriate to further the public purpose of the committee.
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(CB-24-1984; CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-430.01. - Agricultural Reconciliation Subcommittee created.
The Prince George's County Agricultural Reconciliation Subcommittee is hereby created to serve as a link
between the Agricultural Reconciliation Subcommittee and the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee and
the farming community and local government.
(CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-430.02. - Powers and duties of Subcommittee.
(a)
The Subcommittee shall have the power and duty to:
(1)
Advise the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee on the farming community regarding governmental
programs affecting agricultural operations;
(2)
Advise the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee regarding the effect on agricultural operations of
existing laws, policies, rules and regulations;
(3)
Advise the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee regarding the effect on agricultural operations of
potential laws, policies, rules and regulations;
(4)
Advise the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee in establishing better communication and understanding
between the agricultural industry and the community at large; and
(5)
Assist the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee in advising County government on the implementation
of state and local initiatives pertaining to development such as, but not limited to, rural legacy, nutrient
management, and smart growth programs.
(CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-430.03. - Subcommittee composition; term; officers.
(a)
The Subcommittee shall be composed of five members nominated by the County Executive and confirmed by
the County Council. The five members shall represent an active agricultural community member, an active
agricultural community member that is a voting member of the Farm Bureau, a forestry representative, the
Prince George's County Association of Realtors, and a non-farmer community member. One ex-officio member
may be appointed by the County Executive and one ex-officio member by the County Council. Members shall
be selected so as to represent diverse geographic locations and a broad range of agricultural interests.
(b)
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The term of office for each member shall be three years; however, the terms of the initial appointments shall be
staggered with four members appointed to three-year terms, four members appointed to two-year terms, and
three members appointed to one-year terms.
(c)
The Subcommittee members shall elect annually from their own membership a chairman and such other officers
as it deemed necessary. Staff support shall be provided by the Prince George's County Agricultural Marketing
Specialist.
(CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-430.04. - Subcommittee Meetings.
The Subcommittee shall meet in public session on call of the chairman of the Agricultural Resources Advisory
Committee and the chairman of the Agricultural Reconciliation Subcommittee as frequently as required to
perform its duties and exercise its responsibilities.
(CB-7-2012)
Sec. 2-430.05. - Subcommittee Annual Report.
The Subcommittee shall advise the County Executive and County Council on issues of interest to the
agricultural and rural populace, both on the chairman of the Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee's
initiative and/or the chairman of the Agricultural Reconciliation Subcommittee's initiative upon the request of
either branch of County government. Further, the Subcommittee shall submit an annual report to the Agricultural
Resources Advisory Committee summarizing its activities during the preceding year together with any
recommendations or requests it deems appropriate to further the public purpose of the Subcommittee.
(CB-7-2012)
DIVISION 31. - COMMISSION FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.
Sec. 2-431. - Commission for Individuals with Disabilities; composition; terms; vacancies.
(a)
There is established a Commission for Individuals with Disabilities. The Commission shall consist of twenty
(20) members, six (6) of whom shall represent public and private agencies serving County citizens with
disabilities, eight (8) of whom shall represent consumers of services to citizens with disabilities, and six (6) of
whom shall be members of the general public. The appointment of members of the Commission and the
designation of one (1) member as Chairperson shall be by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the
County Council.
(b)
The terms of office for the members of the Commission shall be for staggered terms of three (3) years each.
(c)
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired terms in the manner the appointments are initially
made. The Executive, upon the notification and recommendation of the Chairperson of the Commission, will
remove any member who has had more than three (3) unexcused absences in one (1) year to be replaced in the
manner prescribed above. The members shall continue in office until their successors are appointed and have
qualified. Members shall be eligible for reappointment.
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(CB-99-1985; CB-111-1993)
Sec. 2-432. - Commission meetings; report.
(a)
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or at the call of a majority of the members of the
Commission. The Commission shall meet as frequently as required to perform its duties. A majority of the
members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of those
present at any meeting shall be sufficient for any official action taken by the Commission.
(b)
The Commission shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and the Council concerning its activities
and recommendations.
(CB-99-1985)
Sec. 2-433. - Powers and duties of Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the power and duty to:
(1)
Identify, analyze, and evaluate all programs and services in the County related specifically to the needs of
citizens with disabilities, and to promote the development of other services when a need for such services is
determined.
(2)
Research, assemble, analyze, and disseminate pertinent data and educational materials relating to activities and
programs which will assist in meeting the needs of persons with disabilities and in the elimination of
discrimination on account of disability; and to institute and conduct educational and other programs, meetings,
and conferences to promote equal rights and opportunities for all persons with disabilities. In performance of its
duties, the Commission shall cooperate with interested citizens, community, business, professional, technical,
educational, and civic organizations.
(3)
Cooperate with the County Executive and all governmental agencies, and to refer to the County Executive and to
the proper governmental agencies any matters already in the jurisdiction of their existing powers, with the intent
that duplication of effort will be avoided.
(4)
Advise the County government on the implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), monitor
its implementation by the County, and serve as an ongoing liaison between individuals with disabilities in the
County, or organizations representing individuals with disabilities, and County government.
(5)
Advise and counsel the residents of the County, the Council, the County Executive, and the various departments
of the County, State, and Federal governments on matters involving the needs of persons with disabilities and on
matters relating to discrimination on account of disability, and to recommend such procedures, programs, or
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legislation as it may deem necessary and proper to promote and insure equal rights and opportunities for all
persons with disabilities.
(6)
Work to remove inequalities due to unmet needs or discrimination on the basis of disability in such areas as
housing, recreation, employment, education, community services, and related matters.
(7)
Promote the development of an information and referral service for all services and programs for persons with
disabilities.
(8)
Hold such public forums or hearings as are necessary and appropriate to carry out the powers and duties of the
Commission.
(CB-99-1985; CB-111-1993)
Sec. 2-434. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
(a)
The Commission shall adopt such rules and procedures, subject to the approval of the County Executive, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division.
(b)
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all official meetings. The records and
minutes shall be on file and shall be open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
(CB-99-1985)
Sec. 2-435. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-436. - Committees; advisory committees.
(a)
The Commission may establish such committees as are deemed necessary and appropriate to assist in its
functions and duties. Members of such committees may include nonmembers of the Commission.
(b)
The committee and advisory committee actions shall not be deemed to be the action of the Commission and
shall in no way bind the Commission or its members.
(CB-99-1985)
Sec. 2-437. - Volunteer services; consultants.
The Commission, through the Department of Family Services, may engage the services of volunteer workers and
consultants without salary as they may find necessary from time to time. Services of an individual as a volunteer
worker or consultant for the Commission shall not be considered as service of employment bringing such
individual within any merit system of the County or of this State.
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(CB-99-1985; CB-120-1991; CB-111-1993)
Sec. 2-438. - Administrative support.
Administrative support for the Commission shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(CB-99-1985; CB-120-1991; CB-111-1993; CB-30-1995)
DIVISION 32. - COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES.
Sec. 2-439. - Commission for Children, Youth, and Families; composition; terms; vacancies.
(a)
There is established a Commission for Children, Youth, and Families. The Commission shall consist of eleven
(11) voting members; one who will be a representative appointed by the County Council; one who will be the
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Health, Human Services and Education or other designee of the County
Executive. The members of the Commission shall be broadly representative of the community. The appointment
of members of the Commission shall be by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the County
Council, subject to Section 322 of the County Charter. The County Executive shall designate one (1) citizen
member to serve as Chairperson.
(b)
The terms of office for the citizen members of the Commission shall be for staggered terms of three (3) years
each.
(c)
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired terms in the manner the appointments are initially
made. Upon the written notification and recommendation of the Chairperson of the Commission, the County
Executive may remove any member who has had more than three (3) unexcused absences in one (1) calendar
year to be replaced in the manner prescribed above.
(d)
Members in good standing, in accordance with Subsection (c) above, may serve on the Commission until their
successors are appointed and confirmed. Members shall be eligible for reappointment for one (1) three (3) year
term. A Commission member who does not wish to serve on the Commission must submit in writing to the
Chairperson his or her resignation and include an effective date.
(CB-63-1986; CB-94-1992; CB-76-2005; CB-87-2014)
Sec. 2-440. - Commission meetings; report.
(a)
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or at the request of two-thirds (2/3) of the
membership, as frequently as required to perform its duties but at least five (5) times a year. A quorum shall
consist of a simple majority of the members of the Commission for the transaction of business. A majority vote
of the quorum at any meeting shall be sufficient to pass any official action taken by the Commission. Meetings
shall be scheduled at times which are conducive to participation by citizen members, including the periodic
scheduling of meetings during non-business hours. All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the
Roberts Rules of Order (revised).
(b)
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The Commission shall hold at least one (1) public hearing each year on service needs and delivery issues.
(c)
On or before January 1 of each year, the Commission shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and
the Council concerning its activities for the preceding fiscal year and recommendations for future consideration.
(CB-63-1986; CB-94-1992; CB-76-2005)
Sec. 2-441. - Duties and responsibilities of Commission.
The Commission shall have the following duties and responsibilities:
(a)
The Commission shall:
(1)
Develop priorities for serving children, youth and families based on State-mandated goals for child well-being;
(2)
Advocate for the implementation of the County's priorities for services to children, youth and families;
(3)
Monitor service delivery and recommend improvements to the responsible entity providing services to children,
youth and families, and
(4)
Function as an authority and policy maker for all agencies, organizations and service providers receiving State
funding to handle issues impacting children, youth and families.
(b)
The Commission shall collect and analyze statistical data on children, youth and families to determine data
trends in Prince George's County.
(c)
The Commission shall create and maintain a five (5) year plan for children, youth and families based on data
analyses that will improve and/or implement services within the County.
(d)
The Commission shall hold at least one (1) public forum each year to educate the public on issues related to
children, youth and families, and on occasion shall hold public hearings to obtain input and opinions from the
community at large that can be used to help formulate new policies or amend or repeal existing policies.
(e)
The Commission shall serve as a review board to assess and make recommendations regarding public funding of
proposals for services to children, youth and families in the County when requested.
(f)
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The Commission shall adhere to its Local Management Board Policies and Procedures Manual.
(g)
Commission members, through their coordination, planning and monitoring, shall help ensure that the
continuum of services throughout the County remains efficient and effective.
(CB-63-1986; CB-94-1992; CB-76-2005)
Sec. 2-442. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
(a)
The Commission shall adopt such rules and procedures, subject to the approval of the County Executive, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division.
(b)
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all official meetings. The records and
minutes shall be on file and shall be open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
(c)
The Commission shall review its by-laws and recommend updates as needed.
(d)
The Commission's by-laws must be recommended for amendment or repeal by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote
of the Commission. The proposed amendment must be submitted in writing to all Commission members sixty
(60) days prior to the next regular meeting.
(CB-63-1986; CB-76-2005)
Sec. 2-443. - Budget development.
(a)
The Commission shall be advised of major budgetary changes to County Departments which administer
programs and services for children, youth, and families which will have significant impact on the current service
delivery system.
(b)
The Commission shall be given the opportunity to provide input on the establishment of program priorities for
budget development and allocation of resources relating to children, youth, and families.
(c)
The Commission shall make recommendations to the County Executive regarding the formulation, management
and execution of a children, youth and families budget for Prince George's County.
(CB-63-1986; CB-120-1991; CB-94-1992; CB-76-2005)
Sec. 2-444. - Committees.
(a)
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The Commission may establish such committees as are deemed necessary and appropriate to assist in its
functions and duties. Members of such committees may include nonmembers of the Commission.
(b)
Committee actions shall not be deemed to be the action of the Commission and shall in no way bind the
Commission or its members.
(CB-63-1986)
Sec. 2-445. - Volunteer services; consultants.
The Commission, through the Department of Family Services, may engage the services of volunteer workers and
consultants without salary as it may find necessary from time to time and may engage other workers and
consultants in accordance with the laws of the County, subject to budget appropriations, to assist it in carrying
out its duties. Services of an individual as a volunteer worker or consultant for the Commission shall not be
considered as service of employment bringing such individual within any merit system of the County or of this
State.
(CB-63-1986; CB-120-1991)
Sec. 2-446. - Administrative support.
(a)
Administrative and staff support for the Commission shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(b)
The Division Chief for the Department of Family Services' Division for Children, Youth and Families serves as
the Director of the Commission.
(c)
The Commission Director oversees the administrative support to the Commission and serves as the primary
liaison between the State, the Office of the County Executive and the Commission.
(CB-63-1986; CB-120-1991; CB-94-1992; CB-76-2005)
DIVISION 33. - GREEN BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Sec. 2-447. - Green Business Advisory Committee established, purpose.
(a)
A committee to be known as the "Green Business Advisory Committee" is hereby established.
(b)
The purpose of the Green Business Advisory Committee shall be to review County policies and practices on the
development, retention and expansion of green and sustainable businesses in the County, the implementation of
any tax and other economic development incentives and to make recommendations to the County Council, the
County Executive and the Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation.
(CB-55-2013)
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Sec. 2-448. - Membership, appointment, terms, officers, vacancies.
(a)
The Green Business Advisory Committee shall be composed of seven (7) members appointed by the County
Executive and subject to confirmation by the County Council. Three (3) members shall be directly affiliated with
businesses or business organizations in Prince George's County, including one (1) member representing the
Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation; three (3) members shall be citizens with no
affiliation with the industry; and one (1) member shall represent the County Council. Members shall be selected
so as to represent diverse geographic locations and a broad range of interests and associations.
(b)
The term of office for each member shall be for two (2) years; however, the terms of the initial appointments
shall be staggered with four (4) members appointed to two (2) year terms and three (3) members appointed to
one (1) year terms.
(c)
The Green Business Advisory Committee members shall elect annually from its own membership a chairman
and such other officers as it deems necessary. Technical support shall be provided by the Department of the
Environment.
(d)
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired terms in the manner the appointments are initially
made.
(CB-55-2013; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 2-449. - Duties, meetings, reports.
(a)
The Green Business Advisory Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities:
(1)
Identify, analyze, and evaluate all programs and services in the State and County related specifically to the needs
of green and sustainability businesses, and to promote the development of other programs and services when a
need for services is determined;
(2)
Advise and counsel the residents of the County, the County Council, the County Executive, and the various
departments of County, State and Federal governments on matters involving the needs of green and
sustainability businesses and to recommend such procedures, programs, or legislation as it may deem necessary
and proper to promote and insure opportunities for their development, retention and expansion in the County;
(3)
Research, assemble, analyze, and disseminate pertinent data and educational materials relating to activities and
programs which will assist in meeting the needs of green and sustainability businesses;
(4)
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Hold such public forums or hearings as are necessary and appropriate to carry out the powers and duties of the
Committee; and
(b)
The Green Business Advisory Committee shall meet in public session on call of the chairman as frequently as
required to perform its duties and exercise its responsibilities but not less than twice a year.
(c)
The Green Business Advisory Committee shall submit such reports to the County Executive and County Council
summarizing its activities with any recommendations or requests it deems appropriate to further the public
purpose of the committee.
(CB-55-2013)
DIVISION 34. - MINORITY BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES COMMISSION.
Sec. 2-450. - Minority Business Opportunities Commission; established; membership and terms.
(a)
There is hereby established the Minority Business Opportunities Commission, which shall monitor the efforts of
County government in procuring goods and services from minority business enterprises through the
implementation of and compliance with the County's Minority Business Opportunities Program as set forth in
Division 6, Subdivision 1, of Subtitle 10A of this Code. The Commission shall also recommend changes in
County procurement policies, programs, and practices and recommend legislation designed to better enable the
County to achieve the goals stated in Division 6, Subdivision 1, of Subtitle 10A of this Code.
(b)
The Commission shall consist of eleven (11) members who shall be residents of Prince George's County.
Whenever possible, members should be selected from the business or legal community. Additionally, at least one
member should be a citizen representative. The members shall be appointed by the County Executive subject to
confirmation by the County Council. Four (4) of the eleven (11) Commission members shall be appointed by the
County Executive upon the recommendation of the County Council.
(c)
No member of the Commission may have any financial interest in any entity doing business with the County nor
shall any member in any manner whatsoever be interested in, or receive any benefit from, the profits or
emoluments of any contract, job, work, or service for the County.
(d)
The terms of members shall be for four (4) years. Any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term in the
manner of the original appointment. Each member shall serve until a successor is confirmed.
(e)
The County Executive shall designate two (2) members of the Commission as Chairman and Vice Chairman,
subject to confirmation by the County Council.
(CB-113-1987; CB-2-1992; CB-8-1997; CB-2-2008)
Sec. 2-451. - Executive Director; administrative support.
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There shall be an Executive Director of the Commission and such staff support and facilities as may be
authorized and provided in the Office of Central Services.
(CB-113-1987; CB-32-1999)
Sec. 2-452. - Powers and duties of the Commission.
(a)
The Commission is authorized to monitor and make such studies and surveys as it may determine or as directed
by the County Council or County Executive with respect to:
(1)
County policies and practices in procurement and contracting;
(2)
The utilization of minority business enterprises by agencies of government and the private sector;
(3)
The general conditions and problems encountered by minority business enterprises, including, but not
necessarily limited to, the ability of minority business enterprises to obtain commercial credit and bonding
facilities;
(4)
Opportunities for minority business enterprises to contribute to the economic and employment development of
the County; and
(5)
Evidence of discrimination with respect to those businesses owned and controlled by minority individuals as set
forth in Section 10A-101(a) of this Code.
(b)
On the basis of such evidence, studies and surveys made pursuant to this Section, the Commission shall
recommend to the County Executive, County Council, and the Purchasing Agent changes in existing laws,
policies, programs, and practices, including, but not limited to, changes designed to ensure the following:
(1)
That tasks subcontracted to minority business enterprises under County procurement are commercially
meaningful in the trade and significant elements of the prime contractor's scope of work;
(2)
That the County encourages the utilization of minority/nonminority business joint ventures to achieve minority
business enterprise participation goals;
(3)
That the County provides additional incentives to County-based minority business enterprises; and,
(4)
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That the inclusion of those minority individuals as set forth in Section 10A-101(a) of this Code, comports with
the applicable requirements of federal law, both by past and present circumstances and with regard to evidence
of underutilization and discrimination.
(c)
The Commission shall monitor:
(1)
The total number and dollar amount of contracts awarded by the County;
(2)
The total dollar amount of contracts awarded by developers under the Priority Project program established
pursuant to Division 9 of Subtitle 2 of this Code; and
(3)
The total dollar amount of contracts awarded by developers with respect to facilities constructed with County
contributions under Division 6, Subdivision 2, of Subtitle 10A of this Code.
The Commission shall report to the County Council and the County Executive on a regular basis the status of
efforts to achieve the goals stated in Division 6, Subdivision 2, of Subtitle 10A of this Code.
(d)
The Commission is authorized to recommend to the Minority Business Development Division or its designee
programs, services, and events designed to enhance both the quality and quantity of business opportunities in the
public and private sectors for minority business enterprises. (e) The Commission shall be given the cooperation
of all departments and agencies of the County government in carrying out its duties under this Division.
(f)
The Commission may recommend to the Purchasing Agent which portions of an agency's contracts should be
reserved for the programs established under Division 6 of Subtitle 10A of this Code where an agency has failed
to meet the goals established.
(g)
The Commission shall submit recommendations on a regular basis regarding changes of agency minority
procurement goals, if appropriate, accompanied by necessary supporting data.
(h)
The Commission shall review the determinations made by the Executive Director as to what portion of the dollar
amount of a minority/nonminority joint venture may be attributed toward an agency's percentage goal.
(i)
The Commission shall review minority business enterprise contracting procedures and make recommendations
on methods to increase the participation of such contractors with the County. Such recommendations may
include, but need not be limited to, improved schedules that ensure prompt payment to contractors, special
geographic requirements on certain contracts, innovative contract advertising procedures, and the
encouragement of joint ventures.
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(j)
The Commission shall hear appeals of any determination made by the Minority Business Development Division
or its designee to deny a minority business enterprise certification.
(k)
The Commission shall hear the appeal of any decision by the Minority Business Development Division or its
designee to decertify any minority business enterprise. Such appeal shall be heard and determined by the
Commission within ninety (90) days after the date on which it was filed.
(l)
The Commission shall submit annual reports to the County Executive and the County Council on its activities
during the reporting period
(m)
In the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this Division and Division 6 of Subtitle 10A of this
Code, the Commission has power to administer oaths, and, upon majority vote of the full Commission, to issue
subpoenas, to compel for a formal hearing the attendance for testimony of witnesses and the production of
records and documents relevant or necessary for proceedings. Any such subpoena shall be served by the sheriff
or deputy sheriff of the political subdivision in which is located the residence of the person or the main office of
the firm, association, partnership, or corporation against whom or which the subpoena is issued. In case of
disobedience to a subpoena, the County, on behalf of the Commission, may apply to a court of appropriate
jurisdiction for an order requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of records
and documents. After notice to the person subpoenaed as a witness or directed to produce records and
documents, and upon a finding that the attendance and testimony of the witness or the production of the records
and documents is relevant or necessary for the proceedings of the Commission, the court may issue an order
requiring the attendance and testimony of the witness and the production of the records and documents. Any
failure to obey such an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.
(CB-113-1987; CB-2-1992; CB-2-2008)
Sec. 2-453. - Rules and regulations.
The Commission shall promulgate its own rules and regulations, subject to the approval of the County
Executive, as may be necessary and appropriate to carry out the responsibilities of the Commission.
(CB-113-1987)
Sec. 2-454. - Reserved.
Sec. 2-455. - Meetings.
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or at the request of the majority of the membership, as
frequently as required to perform its duties, but no less than once a month. A majority of the members of the
Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of the quorum at any meeting
shall be sufficient for any official action taken by the Commission.
(CB-113-1987)
Sec. 2-456. - Minutes and records.
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all official meetings. The records and
minutes shall be on file and shall be open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
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(CB-113-1987; CB-2-2008)
Sec. 2-457. - Submission of budget.
The proposed budget of the Commission shall be submitted to the County Executive as part of the budget of the
Office of Central Services in accordance with County budget procedures.
(CB-113-1987; CB-32-1999)
Sec. 2-458. through 2-459. - Reserved.
DIVISION 35. - ART IN PUBLIC PLACES.
Sec. 2-460. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed to them herein:
(1)
County construction project means any construction of new County government buildings or major renovation
of existing County government buildings. A County construction project shall not include recreational buildings.
(2)
Construction cost means those costs generally associated with capital projects. Construction cost does not
include costs of land acquisition, engineering, planning, architectural fees, or furnishings.
(3)
Work of art means an object, objects, or surface embellishment produced with skill and taste according to
aesthetic principles. A work of art should be an original creation, rather than a mass produced item, expressing,
but not limited to, a social, cultural, or historical theme. Works of art include, but are not limited to, paintings,
sculptures, engravings, carvings, frescos, mobiles, murals, collages, mosaics, statues, bas-reliefs, tapestries,
photographs, drawings, stained glass, or fountains, located either exterior or interior to the facility and readily
accessible for viewing by the public. No decorative, ornamental, or functional elements in the architecture or the
landscape satisfies the definition of work of art, except when commissioned from an artist as an integral aspect
of the structure or site.
(CB-75-1987)
Sec. 2-461. - Works of art required.
(a)
Every appropriation for a County construction project shall include an additional appropriation for works of art
equal to at least one percent (1%) of the estimated construction cost of the project funded by the County, as
shown in the County's Capital Improvement Program.
(b)
Private donations of works of art are strongly encouraged, and may be substituted for the requirement of this
Section.
(CB-75-1987)
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Editor's note— CR-6-1990 approved the Art in Public Places Plan and Implementation Guidelines.
Sec. 2-462. - Property of County.
All commissioned and completed works of art become the sole property of the County, which shall assume
responsibility for the custody, supervision, maintenance, and preservation of such works of art.
(CB-75-1987)
DIVISION 36. - CERTIFICATES OF GUARANTEE.
Sec. 2-463. - Certificates of guarantee; requirements.
(a)
For purposes of Sections 4-281, 4-330, and 23-116 of this Code, a certificate of guarantee is an instrument
issued by an organization or entity which is approved by the County Attorney and meets such capitalization and
other reasonable criteria as the County Executive may establish by regulation, including, but not limited to, the
demonstrated expertise of the issuing organization or its members in construction; the estimated cost of the work
to be performed by the permittee; the estimated cost of all work guaranteed by the issuing organization or entity;
and the incidence of violation of, or otherwise failing to comply with, the provisions of Subtitle 4 or 23 of this
Code by members of the issuing organization or entity.
(b)
The determination of eligibility of a permittee to post a certificate of guarantee shall be in the sole ultimate
discretion of the County Attorney.
(c)
The County Executive is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to implement the provisions of this
Section. Such regulations and any amendments thereto shall be filed with the Clerk of the County Council.
(CB-12-1988)
DIVISION 37. - RESERVED.
Sec. 2-464. through Sec. 2-474. - Reserved.
DIVISION 38. - CEMETERIES.
Sec. 2-475. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Burial goods mean goods that are used in connection with burial. Burial goods include:
(A)
Casket;
(B)
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A grave liner;
(C)
A memorial;
(D)
A monument;
(E)
A scroll;
(F)
An urn; and
(G)
A vault.
(2)
Cemetery means land used or to be used for burial. Cemetery includes a structure used or to be used for burial.
(3)
Director means the Director of the Environment or the Director's designee.
(4)
Engage in the operation of a cemetery means owning, controlling, or managing a cemetery, including
performing activities necessary for:
(A)
The establishment or improvement of a cemetery;
(B)
Interment; and
(C)
The care, preservation, or embellishment of a cemetery.
(5)
Interment means all final disposition of human remains, including:
(A)
Earth burial;
(B)
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Mausoleum entombment; and
(C)
Niche or columbarium interment.
(6)
Permit means a permit issued by the Director to allow a person to engage in the operation of a cemetery or
provide burial goods.
(7)
Preneed goods mean burial goods that are sold before the buyer's death. Preneed goods do not include burial
space.
(8)
Provide burial goods means:
(A)
To sell, erect, or inscribe burial monuments;
(B)
To sell burial goods.
(CB-98-2000; CB-22-2001; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 2-476. - Exemptions from Division.
(a)
The registration and permitting provisions of this Division do not apply to:
(1)
A person who owns and operates a bona fide religious, nonprofit cemetery in the County and does not sell
preneed goods;
(2)
A not-for-profit organization created before 1900 by an act of the General Assembly;
(3)
The operation of a funeral establishment, including the sale of burial goods in the ordinary course of the funeral
establishment's business;
(4)
A person currently and validly licensed to engage in the operation of a cemetery or provide burial goods
pursuant to Title 5 of the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-98-2000)
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Sec. 2-477. - Powers and duties of the Director.
(a)
The Director shall adopt rules and regulations to carry out this Division.
(b)
The Director may conduct an investigation and an inspection of the records and site of a person engaged in the
operation of a cemetery.
(c)
The Director may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness to testify or for the production of evidence in
connection with any investigation or hearing conducted in accordance with this Section. If a person fails to
comply with a subpoena issued under this Subsection, on petition of the Director, a circuit court may compel
compliance with the subpoena.
(d)
The Director may sue in the name of the County to enforce any provision of this Division by injunction.
(e)
The Director may issue a cease and desist order if the Director finds a violation of this Division.
(f)
The Director may issue a civil citation if the Director finds a violation of this Division.
(g)
The Director may refer to the Office of Law a violation of this Division for enforcement and an alleged unfair or
deceptive trade practice under State or County law.
(h)
The Director shall maintain a list of all permit holders.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-478. - Registration.
A person shall register with the Director before engaging in the operation of a cemetery in the County or
providing burial goods in the County.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-479. - Registration requirements.
(a)
In order to register, an applicant shall meet the requirements of this Section.
(b)
The applicant must be at least 18 years old.
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(c)
The applicant must be of good character and reputation.
(d)
The cemetery or burial goods business with which the applicant is affiliated must be financially stable in
accordance with Section 12-207 of this Subtitle.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-480. - Registration procedure.
(a)
An applicant shall register by:
(1)
Submitting to the Director an application on the form that the Director provides; and
(2)
Paying a nonrefundable application fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).
(b)
The application shall state:
(1)
The name, date of birth, and residential address of the applicant;
(2)
The name and fixed address of the affiliated cemetery or burial goods business;
(3)
Whether the cemetery or burial goods business with which the applicant is affiliated is owned or controlled by a
partnership, limited liability company, or corporation;
(4)
The name and residential address of each employee who sells cemetery goods or services to the public for the
applicant while engaging in the operation of a cemetery or burial goods business; and
(5)
Any other reasonable information that the Director determines is necessary to carry out this Division.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-481. - Financial stability.
(a)
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Each applicant shall demonstrate the financial stability of the cemetery or burial goods business with which the
applicant is affiliated by providing the Director with a financial statement with the application for registration.
(b)
If the applicant is an existing business, the financial statement shall:
(1)
Be on the form that the Director requires;
(2)
Contain a statement by a certified public accountant employed by the applicant, detailing the assets and
liabilities of the cemetery or burial goods business for the last fiscal year; and
(3)
Contain an opinion by the certified public accountant as to the financial stability of the cemetery or burial goods
business.
(c)
If the applicant is a new business, the financial statement shall:
(1)
Be on a form that the Director requires; and
(2)
Satisfy criteria that the Director adopts to determine the financial stability of applicants that are new businesses
or existing businesses.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-482. - Issuance of permit.
The Director shall issue a permit to an applicant who meets the requirements of this Division.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-483. - Cemetery operation.
(a)
Subject to the provisions of this Section, a person may engage in the operation of a cemetery or burial goods
business as a sole proprietor or through:
(1)
A corporation as an officer, director, employee, or agent of the corporation;
(2)
A limited liability company as a member, employee, or agent of the limited liability company; or
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(3)
A partnership as a partner, employee, or agent of the partnership.
(b)
Subject to the provisions of this Division, a corporation, limited liability company, or partnership may engage in
the operation of a cemetery or burial goods business through a registered person.
(c)
A registered person who engages in the operation of a cemetery through a corporation, limited liability company,
or partnership under this Division is subject to all of the provisions of this Division that relate to engaging in the
operation of a cemetery or the provision of burial goods.
(d)
A corporation, limited liability company, or partnership that engages in the operation of a cemetery or burial
goods business under this Division is not, by its compliance with this Division, relieved of any responsibility
that the corporation, limited liability company, or partnership may have for an act or an omission by its officer,
director, member, partner, employee, or agent.
(e)
An individual who engages in the operation of a cemetery or burial goods business through a corporation,
limited liability company, or partnership is not, by reason of the individual's employment or other relationship
with the corporation, limited liability company, or partnership, relieved of any individual responsibility that the
individual may have regarding that practice.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-484. - Reports.
(a)
Each permit holder shall submit a report to the Director within 120 days after the close of each calendar or other
fiscal year chosen by the permit holder.
(b)
The report shall:
(1)
Be on the form that the Director requires;
(2)
Be accompanied by a fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00); and
(3)
Include the name of the permit holders and each location of the permit holder.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-485. - Enforcement.
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(a)
If the Director finds that a permit holder has violated this Division, the Director may refer the matter to:
(1)
The County Attorney for civil enforcement; or
(2)
The State's Attorney for criminal prosecution.
(b)
The County Attorney may sue for, and a court may grant:
(1)
Injunctive or other equitable relief;
(2)
Imposition of a civil penalty not exceeding Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00); or
(3)
Both.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-486. - Prohibited acts.
A permit holder may not sell or offer to sell to a member of the public a burial lot or burial right in a cemetery
and represent to the public in any way, express or implied, that the cemetery or the burial lot or burial right in the
cemetery will have perpetual care unless the registered permit holder has provided adequately for that perpetual
care.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-487. - Cemetery in violation of Division.
(a)
A person may not establish or operate a public or private cemetery or allow a public or private cemetery to be
operated in violation of this Division.
(b)
Except as otherwise provided in this Division, an individual may not engage in the operation of a cemetery or
engage in a burial goods business or attempt to provide burial goods unless the individual is a permit holder.
(c)
Unless a person is a permit holder, a person may not represent to the public, by use of a
title, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that the person is authorized to engage in
the operation of a cemetery or provide burial goods.
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(d)
No person may conduct an interment without holding a valid and unexpired permit issued pursuant to this
Division.
(e)
No person may perform a disinterment without the prior written approval of the Director, the Health Officer, and
the State's Attorney for Prince George's County.
(f)
In addition to notification of authorities required pursuant to State law, a person engaged in the operation of a
cemetery shall notify the Director promptly of excavation on cemetery property that disinters loose human
remains. The Director shall notify appropriate authorities. A person engaged in the operation of a cemetery shall
make reasonable efforts to identify the loose human remains and shall reinter or dispose of the loose human
remains in a manner consistent with State law and rules adopted by the Director.
(CB-98-2000)
Sec. 2-488. - Penalty.
A person who violates this Division is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not
exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
(CB-98-2000)
DIVISION 39. - COMMISSION FOR VETERANS.
Sec. 2-489. - Commission for Veterans; composition; terms; vacancies.
(a)
There is established a Commission for Veterans. The Commission shall consist of thirteen (13) voting members.
Five (5) of the members shall be members of the general public. The Commission shall also include a
representative submitted from each of the following organizations: the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American
Legion, the Amvets, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the Disabled American Veterans, the Vietnam
Veterans of America, the Marine Corps League, and the Women's Army Air Corps Association. The
representative from each organization listed above shall be a resident of the County and a veteran whose final
separation from active service with a uniformed service of the United States was under honorable conditions.
The appointment of the members of the Commission shall be by the County Executive, subject to confirmation
by the County Council. The County Executive shall designate one (1) public member to serve as Chairman.
(b)
The terms of office for the members of the Commission shall be staggered terms of three (3) years each.
(c)
Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired terms in the manner the appointments are initially
made. The Executive, upon the notification and recommendation of the Chairperson of the Commission, will
remove any member who has had more than three (3) unexcused absences in one (1) year to be replaced in the
manner prescribed above. The members shall continue in office until their successors are appointed and have
qualified. Members shall be eligible for reappointment.
(CB-17-2006)
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Sec. 2-490. - Commission meetings; report.
(a)
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or at the call of a majority of the members of the
Commission. The Commission shall meet as frequently as required to perform its duties. A majority of the
members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of those
present at any meeting shall be sufficient for any official action taken by the Commission.
(b)
The Commission shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and the Council concerning its activities
and recommendations.
(CB-17-2006)
Sec. 2-491. - Duties and responsibilities of Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the following duties and responsibilities:
(1)
Identify, analyze, and evaluate all programs and services in the State and County related specifically to the needs
of veterans, and to promote the development of other services when a need for services is determined;
(2)
Advise and counsel the residents of the County, the Council, the County Executive, and the various departments
of County, State and Federal governments on matters involving the needs of veterans and to recommend such
procedures, programs, or legislation as it may deem necessary and proper to promote and insure equal rights and
opportunities for all veterans;
(3)
Research, assemble, analyze, and disseminate pertinent data and educational materials relating to activities and
programs which will assist in meeting the needs of veterans;
(4)
Cooperate and promote with the County Veterans Affairs Service Center the development of an information and
referral service for all services and programs for veterans;
(5)
Institute and conduct educational and other programs, meetings, and conferences to promote equal rights and
opportunities for veterans and cooperate with interested citizens, community, business, professional, technical,
educational, and civic organizations;
(6)
Hold such public forums or hearings as are necessary and appropriate to carry out the powers and duties of the
Commission; and
(7)
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Commission members, through their coordination, planning and monitoring, shall help ensure that the
continuum of services throughout the County remains efficient and effective.
(CB-17-2006)
Sec. 2-492. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
(a)
The Commission shall adopt such rules and procedures, subject to the approval of the County Executive, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division.
(b)
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all official meetings. The records and
minutes shall be on file and shall be open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
(CB-17-2006)
Sec. 2-493. - Committees; advisory committees.
(a)
The Commission may establish such committees as are deemed necessary and appropriate to assist in its
functions and duties. Members of such committees may include nonmembers of the Commission.
(b)
The committee and advisory committee actions shall not be deemed to be the action of the Commission and
shall in no way bind the Commission or its members.
(CB-17-2006)
Sec. 2-494. - Administrative support.
Administrative support for the Commission shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(CB-17-2006)
DIVISION 40. - YOUTH COMMISSION.
Sec. 2-495. - The Prince George's County Youth Commission; established.
The Prince George's County Youth Commission is established to provide the youth of Prince George's County
with a vehicle to learn about government, participate in the process, represent and articulate the needs of youth
in the County, and advise the County Council on matters pertaining to the youth and teen population, especially
as it relates to County programs.
(CB-19-2006; CB-2-2009)
Sec. 2-496. - Duties and responsibilities of Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the following duties and responsibilities:
(1)
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Foster increased youth involvement in the affairs of County government;
(2)
Study problems and hold forums on issues, activities and concerns of County youth;
(3)
Comment upon legislation and policies that impact the youth;
(4)
Present methods to resolve youth-related conflicts between youth, and between youth and adults;
(5)
Recommend the implementation of community programs to improve the lives of youth;
(6)
Monitor programs and policies that affect youth to ensure that they are achieving the intended results;
(7)
Work with other youth organizations in the County to collaborate on shared issues and interests; and
(8)
Submit to the County Council, and make available to the general public, an annual report of the activities of the
Commission.
(CB-19-2006; CB-2-2009)
Sec. 2-497. - Commission composition; term; officers.
(a)
The Commission shall be composed of up to thirty-seven (37) youth members. Youth members shall be selected
on recommendation of the principal of each public and private high school in the County, and two (2) members
may be children participating in the County's home school program under the supervision of the Prince George's
County Public Schools Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Each member shall be a youth between the
ages of fifteen (15) and eighteen (18) who has a sincere interest in, and motivation to work for, the community
and have a background of community-based activity. The Commission may also include the student member of
the Prince George's County Board of Education as an ex officio member.
(b)
The term of office for each member shall be two years, with a maximum term of four (4) years for each member.
Any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner of the original appointment.
(c)
The Commission members shall elect annually from their own membership a chairperson and such other officers
as it deems necessary.
(d)
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The Commission shall have one or more Advisors to serve as ex officio members of Commission providing
guidance and encouraging the Commission to realize their full potential and attain the Commission's objectives
as defined in Division 39 of this subtitle.
(CB-19-2006; CB-2-2009; CB-96-2010)
Editor's note— CR-2-2009 temporarily suspended this provision until March 15, 2009.
Sec. 2-498. - Executive Director; administrative support.
There shall be an Executive Director of the Commission and the Council Administrator shall assign appropriate
technical and administrative support personnel as needed to assist the Commission in its work..
(CB-19-2006; CB-7-2008)
Sec. 2-499. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
The Commission shall promulgate its own rules and regulations, subject to the approval of the County Council,
as may be necessary and appropriate to carry out the responsibilities of the Commission.
(CB-19-2006; CB-2-2009)
Sec. 2-500. - Committees.
(a)
The Commission may establish such committees as are deemed necessary and appropriate to assist in its
functions and duties. Members of such committees may include nonmembers of the Commission.
(b)
Committee actions shall not be deemed to be the action of the Commission and shall in no way bind the
Commission or its members.
(CB-19-2006)
Sec. 2-501. - Meetings.
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairperson or at the request of the majority of the membership, as
frequently as required to perform its duties, but no less than once a month. A majority of the members of the
Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of the quorum at any meeting
shall be sufficient for any official action taken by the Commission.
(CB-19-2006)
DIVISION 41. - SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.
Sec. 2-502. - Legislative findings and declaration.
(a)
The County finds and declares that summer employment is an important formative activity for youth as they
make transitions between middle and high school and into employment or post-secondary education.
(b)
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The County also finds that the summer months provide an ideal time frame during which youth can earn money
and experience the world of work, which can be valued not only in terms of the work performed but also in
relation to the enhanced self-esteem of participants that comes, in part, from earned income.
(c)
The County also finds that employment provides an opportunity for young people to gain interpersonal and
employability skills, including team building, conflict resolution and problem solving, that are complementary to
academic activity and that will serve employers well in the future when they have a pool of job candidates who
are experienced with workplace expectations. Therefore, the County declares that a summer youth employment
program would have significant benefit for both participants and employers.
(CB-32-2013)
Sec. 2-503. - Summer Youth Jobs Program.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management or other designee of the County Executive (in this Division, the
"Program Director") shall establish and implement a program, subject to the annual appropriation and
availability of funds, for the summer employment of young persons (in this Division, the "summer youth jobs
program") only who are domiciled in Prince George's County ("domicile" in this Division has the meaning
prescribed in Section 10A-101)(16.2)), as follows:
(1)
A summer youth jobs program to provide for the employment each summer of youth domiciled in the County
between 15 and 19 years of age on the date of enrollment in the program;
(2)
Youth shall be compensated at a rate equal to or greater than the Maryland state minimum wage rate;
(3)
The weekly number of hours of employment under the summer youth jobs program shall be established
according to the age of the youth to be employed and the nature and requirements of the job;
(4)
The Program Director shall provide an orientation and preparation program, lasting at least five (5) consecutive
days, for youth in the summer youth jobs program, which shall precede the start of employment and be
considered an administrative expense of the program;
(5)
The Program Director shall implement the summer youth jobs program subject to the appropriation of funds or
availability of funds through public-private or public-public partnerships between the county government and
any of the following:
(A)
A private sector business, with valid licenses and permits to operate;
(B)
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A not-for-profit entity with a valid 501(c)(3) status; and
(C)
Any government or quasi-government entity, including agencies and entities within the Prince George's County
government.
The Program Director shall place highest priority on finding placement for youth with private sector businesses.
(b)
Employment opportunities in the summer youth jobs program, pursuant to subsection (a), above, may be
provided directly with the eligible entities prescribed in subsection (a)(6), above, on a fully funded, partially or
match-funded basis through grants to or by contract with nonprofit or profit-making organizations, associations,
institutions or businesses. The Program Director shall not use more than 10% of funds allocated annually for the
summer youth jobs program for administrative and vendor costs.
(c)
Other than administrative and vendor costs, funds spent on the summer youth jobs program pursuant to
subsection (a), above, may only be spent on youth wages and benefits or tools and supplies (including uniforms),
if needed. It shall be a goal of the Program Director to minimize expenses within the summer youth jobs
program not expended on wages and benefits for youth.
(d)
An employer required by law to pay a minimum wage higher than that specified in this Division shall pay such
higher wage to persons employed pursuant to this Division.
(CB-32-2013)
Sec. 2-504. - Regulations.
The Program Director may adopt regulations to implement this Division, subject to approval by County Council
resolution.
(CB-32-2013)
DIVISION 42. - CLEAN ENERGY RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM.
Sec. 2-505. - Program established.
(a)
There is a Prince George's County Clean Renewable Energy Program ("Program").
(b)
As defined under Subtitle 10A, Division 6, Subtitle 16 of the County Code, every appropriation for a County
public building or major renovation shall include an additional appropriation of two percent (2%) to the
projected total cost funded by the County, as shown in the County's Capital Improvement Program subject to
Section 10A-158.05 of the County Code.
(CB-83-2013)
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Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-83-2013 (DR-3) provides that this provision applies to all new or major
renovation public building projects that have not been issued a Detailed Site Plan or Specific Design Plan or
started design before January 1, 2014.
Sec. 2-506. - Purposes and uses.
(a)
In general. The purposes of the Program are to:
(1)
increase the development and deployment of cost-effective and environmentally sustainable renewable power
resources in Prince George's County;
(2)
benefit publicly owned buildings; and
(3)
provide for public-private partnerships that result in the development and deployment of clean renewable energy
technology projects as defined under Subtitle 10A, Division 6, Subdivision 16 of the County Code.
(CB-83-2013)
Sec. 2-507. - Administration of the Program.
(a)
Administration. The Office of Central Services, unless another entity is designated by resolution of the County
Council with concurrence of the County Executive, (herein defined as the "Managing Entity") shall administer
the Program according to accepted principles of sound accounting and fiscal management.
(b)
Operation. The operation of the Program shall be subject to the availability of funding.
(CB-83-2013)
Sec. 2-508. - Reporting.
(a)
Report to the Council and County Executive. The Managing Entity shall provide an annual report to the County
Council and County Executive that outlines the following:
(1)
the added clean renewable energy technology generation by project;
(2)
the revenues and expenditures of the Program;
(3)
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projects supported by the Program; and
(4)
the annual savings to the County's utility expenses from the projects.
(CB-83-2013)
DIVISION 43. - COMMISSION ON FATHERS, MEN, AND BOYS.
Sec. 2-509. - Establishment of Commission.
The Commission on Fathers, Men, and Boys ("Commission") is established to advise the County Executive, the
County Council, County agencies, and the public on issues and needs of fathers, men, and boys in Prince
George's County.
(CB-9-2017)
Sec. 2-510. - Commission members; qualifications; terms of office; removal.
(a)
The Commission shall consist of 13 voting members nominated by the County Executive and subject to the
advice and approval of the Council after public hearing. The makeup of the Commission shall reflect the
demographics of Prince George's County, including ethnic, geographic, and linguistic diversity, and shall include
prominent business and community leaders, also including individuals certified in fatherhood training or having
documented experience working directly with issues of particular interest and concern to fathers, men, and boys.
(b)
Members of the Commission shall be residents domiciled in Prince George's County.
(c)
The term of office of each of the appointive members shall be for three (3) years. Of the members first
appointed, four (4) shall be appointed for terms which will expire in one (1) year; four (4) shall be appointed for
terms which will expire in two (2) years; and three (3) for terms which will expire in three (3) years.
(d)
Whenever a vacancy occurs on the Commission, the County Executive shall, within 90 business days of the
vacancy, appoint a successor, subject to approval of the Council in accordance with Subsection (a), above, to fill
the unexpired portion of the term.
(e)
The County Executive shall designate, from among the members appointed, the Chair, who shall serve in that
capacity at the pleasure of the County Executive.
(f)
All members of the Commission shall serve without compensation except that expenses incurred by the
Commission as a whole, or by a group of its members, become an obligation against appropriated Prince
George's County funds designated for that purpose.
(g)
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The County Executive may remove, subject to approval of the County Council, any voting member of the
Commission for neglect of duty, incompetence, misconduct, or malfeasance in office.
(h)
The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chair as frequently as required to perform its duties, but no less
than once each month. A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. Any action taken by the Commission shall require approval by a majority of the voting
members present at a public meeting.
(i)
The Chair of the County Council shall appoint an ex-officio or non-voting member to serve on the Commission.
(CB-9-2017)
Sec. 2-511. - Duties of the Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall:
(1)
Serve as an advocate for fathers, men, and boys residing in Prince George's County by advising and making
recommendations to the County Executive, the Council, and other entities concerning the needs of Prince
George's County residents related to or concerning fathers, men, and boys;
(2)
Research, review, maintain, and disseminate empirical data, statistics, and facts concerning or attributable to
fatherhood and family social economic issues;
(3)
Stimulate and encourage the dialogue of responsible fatherhood and spur community initiatives to combat
fatherlessness;
(4)
Prepare and recommend to the County Executive and the Council an annual plan of programs and services
focused on issues directly related to fathers, men, and boys;
(5)
Work with Prince George's County agencies, the private sector, and local communities to promote a healthier
societal impact on fathers, men, and boys;
(6)
Work in collaboration with the Commission for Women on issues and programs for strengthening the quality of
life for women, men, and children in Prince George's County; and
(7)
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Enlist individuals to provide technical and expert advice on specific and particular matters relevant to the
functions of the Commission.
(b)
The Commission shall recommend, adopt, and implement policies, programs, and procedures that will
effectively address the social economic concerns of fathers, men, and boys, including:
(1)
Fatherlessness and responsible fatherhood;
(2)
Employment and Economic Opportunities;
(3)
Family law and domestic violence;
(4)
Hunger, Poverty, and Homelessness;
(5)
Health and well-being; and
(6)
Rehabilitation and reintegration.
(c)
The Commission may recommend that the County Executive, County agencies, the Council or other entities
apply for public and private grants relating to fatherhood, children, and family initiatives.
(d)
The Commission, through the Department of Family Services, may engage the services of volunteer workers and
consultants without salary as they may find necessary from time to time and may engage other workers and
consultants in accordance with the laws of the County, subject to budget appropriations, to assist it in carrying
out its duties. Services of an individual as a volunteer worker or consultant for the Commission shall not be
considered as service of employment bringing such individual within any merit system of the County or of this
State.
(e)
The Commission shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and the Council summarizing its
activities, needs, recommendations, and the degree to which the goals of the Commission are being met.
(f)
Administrative support for the Commission shall be provided by the Department of Family Services.
(CB-9-2017)
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DIVISION 44. - PUBLIC NOTICE.
Sec. 2-512. - Electronic public notice required.
(a)
Definitions. In this Section, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1)
Public body has the meaning set forth in Section 3-101, General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(2)
Meet or Meeting has the meaning set forth in Section 3-101, General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(b)
Every public body authorized by the Charter or the Code, at the time of giving reasonable notice of a meeting
required by Title 3 of the General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland (hereinafter "Open Meetings
Act"), shall also provide such public notice electronically to a central website designated by the Director of
Information Technology.
(CB-6-2017)
DIVISION 45. - LANGUAGE ACCESS.
Sec. 2-513. - Definitions.
(a)
Access shall mean to be informed of, participate in, and benefit from public services, programs, and activities
offered by a covered entity at a level equal to English language proficient individuals.
(b)
Covered entity shall mean any County government agency, department, or program that furnishes information or
renders services, programs, or activities directly to the public or contracts with other entities, either directly or
indirectly, to conduct services, programs, or activities.
(c)
Covered entity with major public contact shall mean a covered entity whose primary responsibility consists of
meeting, contacting, and dealing with the public.
(1)
Covered entities with major public contact are:
(A)
Health Department
(B)
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Department of Social Services
(C)
Department of Family Services
(D)
Department of Housing and Community Development
(E)
Housing Authority
(F)
Office of Human Resources Management
(G)
Police Department
(H)
Department of Corrections
(I)
Fire Department
(J)
Office of Central Services
(K)
Department of Public Works and Transportation
(L)
Department of Permitting, Inspection and Enforcement
(M)
Office of Finance
(N)
Office of Law
(O)
Office of Community Relations
(P)
Office of Human Rights
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(Q)
Department of the Environment
(R)
County Council
(d)
Language Access Compliance Program Coordinator shall mean an employee working for the covered entity or
covered entity with major public contact, responsible for developing, implementing, maintaining and overseeing
all agency programs and services in compliance with the Language Access for Public Services Act of 2017,
including, ensuring the agency provides meaningful access and proper communication about all programs and
activities to Limited English Proficient (LEP) and Non-English Proficient (NEP) individuals and prevent
language-based discrimination complaints. This position shall be in the agency's Office of the Director and
should report to agency Director, or Deputy Director, and the Language Access Compliance Program Director.
(e)
Language Access Compliance Program Director shall mean the official in the Office of Human Rights who
monitors the activities of the County agencies, departments, and programs undertaken to comply with the
provisions of this Division in each agency.
(f)
Language Access Compliance Program Monitor (LACPM) shall mean the Language Access Compliance
Program's employee in charge of monitoring covered entities' compliance with the Language Access for Public
Services Act of 2017. Some of LACPM's major responsibilities are: (a) conducting language access compliance
assessments, (b) providing language access technical assistance and training, (c) investigating language access
public complaints, and (d) enforcement.
(g)
Language Access Compliance Program Analyst (LACPA) shall mean the Language Access Compliance
Program's employee in charge of providing administrative support to the Language Access Compliance Program
everyday operations. Some of LACPA's major responsibilities are: (a) receiving and providing guidance to
language access inquiries from covered entities' LACPCs, (b) collecting language access data quarterly from
covered agencies, (c) writing compliance reports and, (d) conducting outreach to LEP/NEP communities.
(h)
Language Access Primary and Secondary Liaisons shall mean the employees appointed by the Program
Manager or Supervisor to fulfill the program's language access duties and responsibilities, and to provide
support to the covered agency's Language Access Compliance Program Coordinator.
(i)
Limited English proficient (LEP) shall mean a person for whom English is not his/her primary language and
who has a limited ability to speak, read, write or understand English;
(j)
Non-English proficient (NEP) refers to a person who cannot speak, read, write or understand English;
(k)
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Oral language services shall mean the provision of oral information necessary to enable limited or non-English
proficiency residents to access or participate in programs or services offered by a covered entity. The term "oral
language services" may include placement of bilingual staff in public contact positions; the provision of
experienced and trained staff interpreters; contracting with telephone interpreter programs; contracting with
private interpreter services; and using interpreters made available through community service organizations that
are publicly funded for that purpose.
(l)
Vital documents shall mean applications, notices, complaint forms, legal contracts, and outreach materials
published by a covered entity in a tangible format that inform individuals about their rights or eligibility
requirements for benefits and participation, as well as health and safety information. The term "vital documents"
shall include tax related educational and outreach materials produced by the Office of Finance but shall not
include tax forms and instructions.
(m)
Mass mailings shall mean materials distributed via mail to the entire County.
(n)
Language Access Rights Banner is a pull up banner that states, in the County's top 10 spoken languages, "You
have the right to ask for an interpreter and get help in your language for free. If your request is denied, call the
Prince George's County Office of Human Rights (OHR) at 301-883-6170 to file a complaint."
(o)
Language Identification Desktop Poster is a small poster designed to assist limited or non-English proficiency
residents to identify and point out their language of preference as well as providing awareness that interpretation
services are available. The poster features the County's top 20 spoken languages.
(CB-62-2017; CB-34-2020; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 2-514. - Scope.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall apply to all County government agencies that constitute a covered entity as
defined by Section 2-513(b) of the County Code and a covered entity with major public contact as defined by
Section 2-513(c) of the County Code. Any and all contracting requirements under this Division shall be
prospective and shall not impair or extinguish current and existing contracts made by the County.
(CB-62-2017)
Sec. 2-515. - Oral language services provided by covered entities.
(a)
A covered entity shall designate a Language Access Compliance Program Coordinator to coordinate requests for
access to oral language services to a person with limited or non-English proficiency who seeks to access or
participate in the services, programs, or activities offered by the covered entity.
(b)
A covered entity shall, at least annually, determine the type of oral language services needed based upon:
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(1)
The number or proportion of limited or non-English proficient persons of the population served or encountered,
or likely to be served or encountered by the covered entity, in the County;
(2)
The frequency with which limited or non-English proficient individuals come into contact with the covered
entity;
(3)
The importance of the service provided by the covered entity; and
(4)
The resources available to the covered entity.
(c)
In making the determination under subsection (b) of this Section of the type of oral language services needed,
the covered entity shall consult the following sources of data to determine the languages spoken and the number
or proportion of limited or non-English proficient persons of the population that are served or encountered, or
likely to be served or encountered, by the covered entity in the County:
(1)
The United States Census Bureau's most current report entitled "Language Use and English Ability, Linguistic
Isolation" (or any other successor report);
(2)
Any other language-related information;
(3)
Census data on language ability indicating that individuals speak English "less than very well";
(4)
Local census data relating to language use and English language ability; and
(5)
Other governmental data, including intake data collected by covered entities; data collected by the Prince
George's County Public School System; and data collected by and made available by County government offices
that conduct outreach to communities with limited-English proficient populations and that serve as a liaison
between the County government and limited-English proficient populations.
(d)
The County shall annually collect data about the languages spoken and the number or proportion of limited or
no-English proficient persons speaking a given language in the population that is served or encountered, or
likely to be served or encountered, by the covered entity. A covered entity's databases and tracking applications
shall contain fields that will capture this information during the fiscal year that this Division takes effect with
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respect to the covered entity. All information collected under this Section shall be provided to the Language
Access Director and made available to the public, upon request, within a reasonable time.
(CB-62-2017; CB-34-2020)
Sec. 2-516. - Written language services provided by covered entity.
(a)
A covered entity shall designate a Language Access Compliance Program Coordinator to coordinate requests for
written translations of vital documents and mass mailings into any non-English language spoken by a limited or
non-English proficient population that constitutes 5% or 10,000 individuals, whichever is less, of the population
served or encountered, or likely to be served or encountered, by the covered entity in the County. In addition, a
covered entity shall provide written translations of vital documents into any non-English language when
requested.
(b)
If the provisions of this Division are contractually imposed on a non-covered entity, subsection (a) of this
Section shall also apply.
(CB-62-2017; CB-34-2020)
Sec. 2-517. - Additional obligations of covered entities with major public contact.
(a)
A covered entity with major public contact shall establish a language access plan.
(b)
Each language access plan shall be established in consultation with the Language Access Compliance Program
Director, the entity's Language Access Compliance Program Coordinator, and agency directors that conduct
outreach to limited or non-English populations. Each language access plan shall be updated every 2 years and
shall set forth, at minimum, the following:
(1)
The types of oral language services that the entity will provide and how the determination was reached;
(2)
The titles of translated documents that the entity will provide and how the determination was reached;
(3)
The number of contact positions in the entity and the number and language type of bilingual employees in public
contact positions;
(4)
An evaluation and assessment of the adequacy of the services to be provided; and
(5)
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A description of the funding and budgetary sources upon which the covered entity intends to rely to implement
its language access plan.
(c)
In establishing and updating the language access plan, the entity shall consult with the sources of data set forth
in Section 2-515(c) of the County Code.
(d)
A covered entity with major public contact shall develop a plan to conduct outreach to communities with limited
or non-English proficient populations about their language access plans and about the benefits and services to be
offered under this Division.
(e)
A covered entity shall create and update on an ongoing basis the agency's Language Access Compliance Policy
and Standard Operating Procedures based on the Language Access Compliance Program Director's template
Languages Access Policy and Standard Operating Procedures and ensure that agency personnel are aware of
their language access responsibilities.
(f)
Covered entities shall display the Language Identification Desktop Poster at every reception and customer
service desk. Covered entities shall display the Language Access Rights Banner in all agency public facilities
including mobile locations.
(CB-62-2017; CB-34-2020)
Sec. 2-518. - Language access oversight; duties of Language Access Compliance Program Director.
(a)
The Office of Human Rights shall provide oversight, monitoring, and investigation and enforcement of covered
entities in their implementation of the provisions of this Division and report annually to the County Council and
County Executive to ensure that the provision of services by covered entities meets acceptable standards of
translation or interpretation.
(b)
There shall be within the Office of Human Rights a Language Access Compliance Program Director and two
Language Access Compliance Program Monitors and one Language Access Compliance Program Analyst to
monitor activities under this Division. The Language Access Compliance Program Director shall:
(1)
Review and monitor each covered entity's language access plan for compliance with this Division and Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, approved July 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 252; 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d through 2000d-7);
(2)
Provide guidance and supervision to the Language Access Compliance Program Analyst and Language Access
Compliance Program Monitors, who track and investigate public complaints regarding language access
violations at covered entities, and where necessary, issue written findings of noncompliance to the covered
entities regarding failures to provide language access; provided that this responsibility shall not supersede or
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preclude the existing individual complaint process and mechanism under the jurisdiction of the Office of Human
Rights;
(3)
Provide policy guidance, training, supervision, and technical support to covered agencies' Language Access
Compliance Program Coordinators (LACPCs) to ensure they obtain the necessary knowledge management tools
and skills to bring their agencies into compliance with the responsibilities under this Division;
(4)
Consult with Language Access Compliance Program Coordinators and the heads of government offices that
conduct outreach to communities with limited or non-English proficient populations;
(5)
Serve as the Language Access Compliance Program Director for the Office of Human Rights; and
(6)
Through the County Executive, by regulation, designate additional covered entities with major public contact.
(7)
Develop and update Language Access Policy and Language Access Standard Operating Procedures Template for
covered agencies.
(CB-62-2017; CB-34-2020; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-034-2020 (DR-2) provides that the Human Relations Commission shall
provide an annual report to the County Council starting on January 31, 2022, as to the operations and the fiscal
impacts of the language access requirements and oral language services provided by covered entities in the
County.
Sec. 2-518.01. - Duties of Language Access Compliance Program Coordinators.
The Language Access Compliance Program Coordinators shall:
(1)
coordinate requests for access to oral language services to a person with limited or non-English proficiency who
seeks to access or participate in the services, programs, or activities offered by the covered entity and covered
entity with major contact in the County; and
(2)
coordinate requests for written translations of vital documents into any non-English language spoken by a
limited or non-English proficient population that constitutes 5% or 10,000 individuals, whichever is less, of the
population served or encountered, or likely to be served or encountered, by the covered entity and covered entity
with major contact in the County.
(3)
conduct language access compliance assessments on agency's programs and services to identify issues, writes
reports and provides recommendations; develops and implements the agency's language access compliance plan.
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(4)
work under the guidance of the Language Access Compliance Program Director to develop the agency's
Language Access Policy and Standard Operating Procedures and ensure that agency personnel are aware of their
language access responsibilities.
(5)
provide policy guidance to the agency's executive team, managers and supervisors.
(6)
meet the data collection and, quarterly and annual reporting requirements of the Act to the Office of Human
Rights, Language Access Compliance Program.
(7)
develop and conduct in-person Language Access Compliance Trainings to staff and provide technical support.
(8)
receive and investigate and language access complaints against the agency, and immediately report and work
with the agency's Director, and the Language Access Compliance Program Director to resolve them.
(9)
conduct outreach to limited English proficient communities.
(10)
work with agency's Director or budget officer to develop and implement an annual budget and procurement
strategy for contracting language access service vendors, as well as advising the agency on language access
procurement and budgeting related expenses.
(CB-34-2020; CB-12-2021)
DIVISION 46. - COMMUNITY INCLUSIVENESS.
Sec. 2-519. - Purpose and intent.
The purpose of this Division is to improve community security by ensuring that immigrant and otherwise
vulnerable communities can engage with County agencies, including public safety agencies, with assurance that
such engagement will not be used to assist in civil immigration enforcement or a federal discriminatory practice.
Further, this Division is intended to ensure that the constitutional rights of immigrant County residents are not
violated and that County benefits and services are provided to residents regardless of country birth or
immigration status.
(CB-62-2019)
Sec. 2-520. - Definitions.
(a)
The following words, as used in this Division, shall for the purpose of this Division, have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them in this Section:
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(1)
Administrative warrant means an immigration warrant of arrest, order to detain or release aliens, notice of
custody determination, notice to appear, removal order, warrant of removal, or any other document, including
those issued by the United States Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") or any other federal immigration
official or agency, including an immigration judge, that can form the basis for an individual's arrest or detention
for a civil immigration enforcement purpose. Administrative warrant does not include any active criminal
warrants issued upon a judicial determination of probable cause and in compliance with the requirements of the
Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and Article 26 of the Maryland Declaration of Rights.
(2)
Agency means any County department, agency, division, commission, council, committee, board, other body, or
person established by Charter, ordinance, executive order, or by the County Council.
(3)
Agent means any person employed by or acting on behalf of an agency.
(4)
Citizenship or immigration status means all matters regarding questions of citizenship of the United States or
any other country, the authority to reside in or otherwise be present in the United States, the time and manner of
a person's entry into the United States, or any other immigration matter enforced by the Department of
Homeland Security ("DHS"), its predecessor or successor agency, or any other federal agency charged with the
enforcement of civil immigration laws.
(5)
Contact information means home address, work address, telephone number, electronic mail address, social
media contact information, license plate information, or any other means of contacting an individual or through
which an individual may be located.
(6)
Eligible for release from custody means that one of the following conditions has occurred:
(A)
All criminal charges against the person have been dropped or dismiss;
(B)
The person has been acquitted of all criminal charges filed against him or her;
(C)
The person has served all the time required for his or her sentence;
(D)
The person has posted a bond; or
(E)
The person is otherwise eligible for release under state or local law, or local policy or regulation.
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(7)
Family member means a person's (i) immediate family, (ii) extended family, (iii) court-appointed legal guardian
or a person for whom the person is a court-appointed legal guardian, or (iv) domestic partner or the domestic
partner's immediate or extended family.
(8)
ICE means the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency and shall include any successor
agency charged with the enforcement of civil immigration laws.
(9)
Immigration detainer means a request by ICE to a federal, state, or local law enforcement agency that requests
that the law enforcement agency provide notice of release or maintain custody of an individual based on an
alleged violation of a civil immigration law, including detainers issued pursuant to Sections 236 or 287 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act or 287.7 or 236.1 of Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations. These
detainers include but are not limited to DHS Form I-247D "Immigration Detainer — Request for Voluntary
Action; DHS I-247X "Request for Voluntary Transfer"; or DHS Form I-247N "Request for Voluntary
Notification of Release."
(10)
Immigration enforcement official means any federal employee engaged in immigration enforcement operations
as herein defined, including but not limited to employees of the Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") and
the Department of Justice ("DOJ").
(11)
Immigration enforcement operation means any and all efforts to investigate, enforce, or assist in the
investigation or enforcement of any federal civil immigration law, and also includes any and all efforts to
investigate, enforce, or assist in the investigation or enforcement of any federal criminal immigration law that
penalizes a person's presence in, entry, or reentry to, or employment in, the United States, including but not
limited to efforts to identify or apprehend persons for purposed of subjecting them to immigration detention
and/or removal from the United States.
(CB-62-2019)
Sec. 2-521. - Requesting information prohibited.
(a)
No agent or agency may request information about or otherwise investigate or assist in the investigation of the
citizenship or immigration status of any person unless such inquiry or investigation is required by law or court
order, or if such inquiry is material to a criminal investigation, provided that such information is not used for
civil immigration enforcement purposes.
(b)
If the citizenship or immigration status of an individual is relevant to protections accorded to them under any
state or federal law, or required by any international treaty, an agent or agency may notify the individual of the
relevant protection or requirement and provide them an opportunity to voluntarily disclose their status or
citizenship.
(CB-62-2019)
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Sec. 2-522. - Threats based on citizenship or immigration status prohibited.
No agent or agency may coerce, intimidate, or threaten any person based on the person's actual or perceived
citizenship or immigration status or the actual or perceived citizenship or immigration status of a member of the
person's family.
(CB-62-2019)
Sec. 2-523. - Conditioning benefits, services, or opportunities on immigration status prohibited.
(a)
No agent or agency may condition the provision of County benefits, opportunities, or services on matters related
to citizenship or immigration status unless required to do so by state or federal law, or court order.
(b)
Where presentation of a Maryland driver's license or identification card is accepted as adequate evidence of
identity, presentation of a photo identity document issued by the person's country of origin, such as a driver's
license, passport, or matricula consular (consulate-issued document), or by a pre-approved non-profit
organization shall be accepted and shall not subject the person to a higher level of scrutiny or different treatment
than if the person had provided a Maryland driver's license or identification card except that this Subsection shall
not apply to the completion of the federally mandated I-9 forms.
(CB-62-2019)
Sec. 2-524. - Civil immigration enforcement.
(a)
Traffic Stops and Police-Civilian Contact. No agent or agency may initiate an investigation or otherwise take
law enforcement action solely based on the actual or perceived immigration status of a person, including the
initiation of a stop, apprehension, arrest, or any other field of contact.
(1)
No agent or agency may require persons to prove their citizenship status, country of origin, or information
related to their immigration status in the United States. Agents may not request identification for the sole
purpose of determining a person's immigration status.
(2)
No agent or agency may prolong a traffic stop or detain an individual solely for questions related to a person's
immigration status.
(3)
No agent or agency will include immigration status in their routine questioning when persons are being
interviewed about potential traffic or criminal offenses, unless such inquiry or investigation is required by law or
court order, or if such inquiry is material to a criminal investigation, provided such information is not used for
civil immigration enforcement purposes.
(b)
Arrest. No agent or agency may stop, search, arrest or detain a person based on an Administrative Warrant, an
Immigration Detainer, or any other directive by DHS, or a belief that the person is not present legally in the
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United States or has committed a civil immigration violation.
(c)
Actions Following an Arrest. If a person is arrested, no agent or agency may:
(1)
contact any immigration enforcement official, including but not limited to ICE officers, regarding a person that
may be the subject of an Administrative Warrant or an Immigration Detainer, unless that person is the subject of
an active criminal warrant requiring such action;
(2)
affect in any way the manner in which a person is processed following an arrest based on an Administrative
Warrant or an Immigration Detainer;
(3)
detain the person based on an Administrative Warrant or Immigration Detainer, or otherwise comply with an
Administrative Warrant or Immigration Detainer, after that person becomes eligible for release from custody; or
(4)
detain the person based solely on the belief that the person is not present legally in the United States, or that the
person has committed a civil immigration violation.
(d)
Coordination with immigration enforcement officials. No agent or agency may coordinate with an immigration
enforcement official in furtherance of a civil immigration enforcement operation, including by:
(1)
permitting immigration enforcement officials access to non-public space within a government facility or any
area where County business is being conducted;
(2)
permitting immigration enforcement officials access to a person being detained by, or in the custody of, the
agent or agency;
(3)
permitting immigration enforcement officials use of agency facilities, information, or equipment for
investigative interviews or other investigative purposes; or
(4)
communicating any information about an individual who is the target of a civil immigration enforcement
operation with immigration enforcement officials.
(5)
notify immigration enforcement officials that an individual has been or is ready to be released from custody,
unless the individual has been convicted of a violent crime under Maryland law.
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(e)
Other Agency Actions. No agency may:
(1)
enter into an inter-governmental services agreement, or other contract or agreement, with the federal government
for the purpose of housing individuals subject to detention on civil immigration charges, or for any other purpose
related to civil immigration enforcement; or
(2)
enter into an agreement under 8 U.S.C. Sec. 1357(g) or any other federal law that permits state or local
governmental entities to enforce federal civil immigration law.
(CB-62-2019; CB-21-2020)
Sec. 2-525. - Avoiding aiding federal government in acts of discrimination.
No agency or department moneys, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel may be used to investigate,
enforce, or assist in the investigation or enforcement of any federal program requiring registration of individuals
solely on the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or national or ethnic origin unless required by
federal law.
(CB-62-2019)
Sec. 2-526. - Exchanging file information.
(a)
All applications, questionnaires, interview or other forms used in relation to County benefits, opportunities, or
services shall be promptly reviewed by the pertinent agencies and any questions regarding citizenship or
immigration status, other than those required by statute, ordinance, federal law or court order, shall be deleted if
that information is not necessary for a County function.
(b)
Any request received by an agency from immigration enforcement officials to detain or notify immigration
enforcement officials regarding a person in custody shall be provided or communicated to the subject of such a
request with forty-eight (48) hours. Where such request is in writing, the subject of the request shall be provided
with a copy of the request.
(c)
Agencies shall report to the County Council and County Executive every six (6) months the number of requests
received from immigration enforcement officials and the manner in which each request was handled and
whether any County agent, officer, employee or official violated any Section of this Division. Agencies shall
respond to any request for information for matters covered under this Division by the Council or the County
Executive within seven (7) days.
(CB-62-2019; CB-21-2020)
Sec. 2-527. - Compliance with Division and federal law.
No provision in this Division applies if it prohibits a County agency, officer, employee, or official from
complying with a federal law or regulation, to include, Sections 1373 and 1644 of Title 8 of the United States
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Code, state law or regulation, court order, extradition agreement or any other agreement that allows a County
agency to accept custody of an individual pursuant to a criminal warrant. Any intentional violation of a Section
in this Division by a County public safety agent, officer, employee or official shall be referred to their appointing
authority for appropriate discipline.
(CB-62-2019; CB-21-2020)
SUBTITLE 2A. - RESERVED
Footnotes:
--- (1) --Editor's note— CB-76-2014 repealed the provisions of the County Code pertaining to Air Conditioning,
Refrigeration and Heating Servicing at the Department of the Environment to comport with State law for
functions which are handled by the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR).
Sec. 2A-101. through 2A-114. - Reserved.
SUBTITLE 3. - ANIMAL CONTROL.
DIVISION 1. - DEFINITIONS.
Sec. 3-101. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in and for the purposes of this Subtitle, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
assigned to them herein:
(1)
Abandon shall mean to desert an animal without having secured another owner or custodian for the animal or by
failing to provide the elements of proper care as defined herein.
(2)
Administrator of Animal Control or Administrator shall mean that person designated by the Director of the
Department of the Environment to administer the operations of the Animal Control Program or his designee.
(3)
Adoption shall mean the transfer of ownership of an animal from a releasing agency to an individual for
placement.
(4)
"Aggravated Animal Cruelty or Neglect" is any act by an owner, custodian, or other person who tortures,
torments, mutilates, cruelly beats, or kills an animal under circumstances demonstrating malice aforethought; or
fails to provide proper care to an animal and the failure results in the death of the animal.
(5)
Agricultural animal shall mean all livestock and poultry.
(6)
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Animal shall mean every nonhuman species of animal, both domesticated and wild, including, but not limited to,
dogs, cats, ferrets, livestock, and fowl.
(7)
Animal at large shall mean an animal not under restraint and off the premises of its owner.
(8)
Animal Control Program shall mean that unit within the Department of the Environment designated by the
Director to administer and enforce the provisions of this Subtitle under the direction of the Administrator of
Animal Control.
(9)
Animal Control Officer shall mean any person designated as such by the Administrator or the authorized
designee for the purpose of investigating reports of cruelty and neglect of animals and enforcing such laws as
authorized by this Subtitle.
(10)
Animal exposed to rabies shall mean any animal that is known or is suspected to have had bite or nonbite
contact with another animal that is known or suspected to be infected with rabies. The determination whether an
animal has been exposed to rabies shall be made by the Health Officer for Prince George's County and the
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
(11)
Animal Holding Center shall mean any commercial center for the care, boarding, training, holding, harboring, or
housing of any animal or animals; and shall also include the following:
(A)
A kennel, as defined in Section 3-101(50);
(B)
A pet shop or pet store as defined in Section 3-101(60);
(C)
A cattery as defined in Section 3-101(24);
(D)
A petting zoo as defined in Section 3-101(61);
(E)
A riding school or stable as defined in Section 3-101(82);
(F)
A commercial pet distribution center as defined in Section 3-166(b);
(G)
319/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A grooming establishment as defined in Section 3-101(46);
(H)
A guard dog center as described in Section 3-161; or
(I)
Any one or more of the above or a combination thereof.
(12)
Animal hospital shall mean any establishment maintained or operated by a licensed veterinarian for the
immunization, hospitalization, surgery, or diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of diseases and injuries of
animals.
(13)
Animal Services and Adoption Center shall mean any center operated by or under contract with Prince George's
County, Maryland, for the care, confinement, detention, euthanasia or other disposition of animals pursuant to
the provisions of this Subtitle.
(14)
Animal shelter shall mean a center which is used to house or contain animals and which is owned, operated, or
maintained by a duly incorporated humane society, animal welfare society, society for the prevention of cruelty
to animals, government operated animal control or services center, or other nonprofit organization devoted to the
welfare, protection, and humane treatment of animals.
(15)
Animal under restraint shall mean an animal secured by a leash or lead and under the control of a responsible
person or within the boundaries of its owner's real property.
(16)
Appointing authority shall mean the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(17)
Attack animal shall mean an animal trained, ordered, signaled, or otherwise allowed to attack.
(18)
Anti-climbers shall mean a device consisting of angled metal braces and heavy gauge wire, which wire is
stretched between each angled metal brace, all of which is attached to the top of a fence. The wire shall have at
least three strands, separated evenly, the furthest being no less than eighteen (18) inches from the top of the
fence. It shall extend inwards at an angle not less than forty-five (45) degrees nor more than ninety (90) degrees
measured from perpendicular.
(19)
Anti-diggers shall mean a device or material installed in the ground to a level of nine (9) inches below grade
continuously.
(20)
320/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Bite contact shall mean penetration of the skin by the teeth of an animal.
(21)
Cage/crate shall mean any enclosure of limited space, enclosed on the bottom, top, and all sides by a wall or
otherwise, in which animals or other creatures are placed for any purpose, including confinement or display,
which complies with the requirements for proper space as defined herein.
(22)
Carcass shall mean any dead animal in whole or in part, i.e. bones or viscera.
(23)
Cat shall mean domesticated feline species commonly kept as a pet, male or female.
(24)
Cattery shall mean an establishment wherein a person engages in the business of boarding, breeding, buying,
grooming, or selling cats.
(25)
Collar shall mean a well-fitted humane device, appropriate to the age and size of the animal, attached to the
animal's neck in such a way so as to prevent trauma or injury to the animal.
(26)
Commercial establishment shall mean any trade or business the primary function of which is the sale of any
goods or service.
(27)
Commission shall mean the Commission for Animal Control established in Division 3 of this Subtitle.
(28)
Commission Administrator shall mean that person designated by the Director of the Department of the
Environment (DoE) to administer the operations of the Commission for Animal Control (CAC) or the
administrator's designee.
(29)
Companion animal shall mean any domestic or feral dog, domestic or feral cat, ferret, nonhuman primate, guinea
pig, hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic or native animal, reptile, exotic or native bird, or
any feral animal or any animal under the care, custody, or ownership of a person or any animal which is bought,
sold, traded, or bartered by any person. Agricultural animals, farm animals, game species, wild or game species
native to Maryland, or any animal regulated under federal law as research animals shall not be considered
companion animals.
(30)
Confinement for animal quarantine for human bite and nonbite contact shall mean an animal confined to a
house, garage, or escape-proof enclosure or building. An animal kept in a fenced yard is not considered properly
confined.
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(31)
Cruelty shall mean any act of commission or omission whereby excessive psychological, emotional, physical
harm, pain, suffering, or death is caused or permitted including providing for adequate shelter when the effective
outdoor wind chill index is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or lower, or the heat index is 90 degrees Fahrenheit or higher,
as determined by the National Weather Service. In the case of an activity in which physical pain is necessarily
caused, such as food processing, hunting, experimentation, or pest elimination, cruelty shall mean the failure to
employ the most reasonable humane method available under the circumstances.
(32)
Custodian shall mean the same as owner as defined in Section 3-101(57).
(33)
Dangerous animal shall mean any animal that without provocation (a) inflicts injury on a human on public or
private property; (b) kills a domesticate animal or human; or (c) has been previously found to be potentially
dangerous because of injury inflicted on a human or an animal, the owner having received notice of such and the
animal again aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers public safety.
(34)
Director shall mean the Director of the Department of the Environment or the Director's authorized
representative.
(35)
Disposition shall mean the adoption or placement as a pet in an approved home, humane administration of
euthanasia, or, in the case of a wild animal, release into a suitable habitat.
(36)
Dog shall mean any member of the domesticated canine species, commonly kept as a pet, male or female.
(37)
Domesticated animal means an animal of a species that has been bred, raised, and is accustomed to live in or
about the habitation of man, and is dependent on man for food, water and/or shelter.
(37.1)
Ear Tipped Cat shall mean a cat that has had a straight line cutting ¼ inch off of the tip of the left ear while the
cat is anesthetized. A cat who has been ear tipped indicates that it has been neutered and vaccinated.
(38)
Euthanasia shall mean the humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that involves
instantaneous unconsciousness and immediate death, or by a method that involves anesthesia, produced by an
agent which causes painless loss of consciousness, and death during such loss of consciousness.
(39)
Exotic animal shall mean any animal of a species that is not indigenous to the State of Maryland and is not a
domesticated animal, is not commonly kept as a pet, and shall include any hybrid animal which is part exotic
animal.
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(40)
Farm Animal shall mean any domesticated species of animal commonly kept in proximity to, but not ordinarily
housed in the immediate domicile or household of, humans, and used for agricultural or riding purposes. Farm
animals shall include, but not be limited to, horses, cattle, domesticated fowl, sheep, and swine. Dogs and cats
are not farm animals.
(41)
Feral shall mean a domesticated animal commonly kept and/or cared for as a pet existing in an unsocialized
state.
(42)
Foster shall mean the temporary holding, care, and treatment of a companion animal by an authorized group or
individual pending adoption to a permanent home, or the temporary custody of an animal not normally placed
for adoption authorized by the Administrator of the Animal Services and Adoption Center.
(43)
Foster home, group, or organization shall mean a group, organization, or individual recognized by the County to
be capable of holding animals on a temporary basis.
(44)
Fowl shall mean any and all birds, domesticated and wild, which are used for food.
(45)
Free-roaming cat shall mean a cat that may be cared for by one or more residents of the immediate area; a freeroaming cat may or may not be feral. A free-roaming cat is not an owned animal and a person who feeds or
shelters a free-roaming cat is not an owner. A free-roaming cat is not an animal at large.
(46)
Grooming establishment shall mean any commercial establishment, mobile or stationary, self service or service
oriented, which provides a service of grooming and cleaning animals.
(47)
Guard dog shall mean a dog that is maintained at a commercial establishment for the purpose of securing that
area. A person's pet on the property of the commercial establishment may be considered a guard dog.
(48)
Humane society shall mean any chartered, nonprofit organization incorporated under the law and organized for
the purpose of preventing cruelty or neglect to animals and promoting humane care and treatment of animals.
(49)
Keeping or harboring shall mean the act of, or the permitting by an owner or occupant of real property, either by
feeding or sheltering any animal in or about the habitation of man, on public or private premises.
(50)
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Kennel shall mean an establishment or a private individual engaged in the breeding of dogs or cats, or the
boarding, providing day care services for a fee, buying, grooming, letting for hire, training for a fee, or selling of
dogs or cats. An animal hospital maintained by a licensed veterinarian as part of the practice of veterinary
medicine for the treatment of animals shall not be considered a commercial kennel, except to the extent that it
engages in the boarding of well dogs or cats. The ownership of dogs or cats which are part of a household or are
maintained adjoining a private residence and are kept for hunting, practice tracking, or for exhibiting in dog or
cat shows or field or obedience trials, and the sale of no more than one (1) litter per year shall not constitute the
operation of a kennel. Obedience training of dogs or cats wherein the dogs or cats are not housed, boarded, or
kept overnight shall not be considered a kennel if the operation is limited to the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 12:00
Midnight. The term "kennel" shall also include a center maintained solely for the keeping of foxhounds used for
fox chasing.
(51)
"Less serious cruelty or neglect" is any act of cruelty or neglect, which has no permanent effect on the animal.
(52)
Livestock shall include all domestic or domesticated bovine animals, equine animals, ovine animals, porcine
animals, cervidae animals, capradae animals, animals of the genus Lama, ratites, and enclosed domesticated
rabbits or hares raised for human food or fiber. Companion animals are not livestock.
(53)
Neglect shall mean failure to provide proper care to an animal.
(54)
Nonbite contact shall mean an injury caused by the teeth of an animal that does not penetrate the skin, a scratch
or contamination of an abrasion, open wound, or mucous membrane with saliva or other potentially infectious
material.
(55)
Obedience training shall mean the concurrent training of a dog and its owner to prepare the dog as a companion
to humankind and to prepare the dog's master for responsible control of the dog.
(56)
Owned animal shall mean an animal for which an owner has been identified; or that is surrendered to Prince
George's County by a person proving ownership; or one that is impounded by proper authority and held at the
Animal Services and Adoption Center pending disposition of its case; or, one for which there are indications that
the animal has an owner. Such indicators include an animal license tag, tattoo, microchip implant, ear tag,
normally acceptable livestock identification, or other condition that would lead a person to reasonably believe
that the animal has a current owner and may be lost.
(57)
Owner shall mean any person who:
(A)
Has a right of property in an animal;
(B)
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Keeps or harbors an animal;
(C)
Has an animal in his or her care;
(D)
Acts as a temporary or permanent custodian of an animal;
(E)
Exercises control over a particular animal on a regular basis; or
(F)
The parent(s) or guardian(s) of a minor shall be deemed to be the owner of an animal owned or in the possession
and control of the minor child for purposes of this Subtitle and shall be liable for all damages cause by the
animal.
(58)
Permit shall mean, when used as a verb, human conduct in relation to an owned animal which is intentional,
deliberate, careless, inadvertent, or negligent.
(59)
Pet shall mean a domesticated animal kept for pleasure rather than utility. Pets include, but are not limited to,
dogs, cats, birds, fish, reptiles, and other animals, which, by habit or training, live in association with man.
(60)
Pet shop shall mean an establishment where companion animals are bought, sold, exchanged, or offered for sale
or exchange to the general public.
(61)
Petting zoo shall mean any commercial establishment, activity, or center a substantial purpose of which is to
permit persons to come into physical contact with animals maintained within or upon such establishment,
activity, or center.
(62)
Pit Bull Terrier shall mean any and all of the following dogs:
(A)
Staffordshire Bull Terrier breed of dogs;
(B)
American Staffordshire Terrier breed of dogs;
(C)
American Pit Bull Terrier breed of dogs;
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(D)
Dogs which have the appearance of being predominantly of the breed of dogs known as Staffordshire Bull
Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, or American Pit Bull Terrier. Predominantly shall mean that the dog
exhibits the physical characteristics of a Pit Bull Terrier more than any other breed of dog;
(E)
Dogs which have been registered at any time as a Pit Bull Terrier.
(63)
Potentially dangerous animal shall mean (a) any animal when unprovoked: demonstrates the potential to inflict
bites on humans or an animal, whether on public or private property, by chasing or approaching a person in a
menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack; or any animal with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition
to attack unprovoked, to cause injury, or to otherwise threaten the safety of humans or animals; or is running-atlarge and has been impounded by law enforcement two (2) or more times within any twelve (12) month period.
The term "potentially dangerous animal" shall not include dogs used by law enforcement officials when the dog
is being used for legitimate law enforcement purposes.
(64)
Poultry shall mean all fowl and game birds raised in captivity used for human consumption or other products.
(65)
Proper air shall mean the provision of air that is properly ventilated, fresh, healthful and free flowing and
provided to an animal in his/her environment; and that is free of the smell or stench of the contamination of
urine, feces, rotting garbage, and/or filth.
(66)
Proper care shall mean humane treatment and responsible attention given to an animal, as appropriate for the
age, species, condition, weight, size, and type of animal, in providing proper food, water, shelter, protection from
the weather, exercise space, air, light, grooming, transportation, training, handling, confinement, and timely
veterinary care and treatment, including euthanasia when necessary. Humane treatment shall include
consideration and care for the psychological and emotional well-being of animals.
(67)
Proper cleaning shall mean that debris, food waste, urine and excrement are removed from the primary enclosure
with sufficient frequency to minimize or eliminate the animal's contact with the above-mentioned contaminants,
except for carcasses which are subject to immediate removal; the primary enclosure is sanitized with sufficient
frequency to minimize or eliminate odors and the hazards of disease; and the primary enclosure is cleaned so as
to prevent the animals confined therein from being directly or indirectly sprayed with the stream of water, or
directly or indirectly exposed to hazardous chemicals or disinfectants.
(68)
Proper exercise shall mean the opportunity for the animal to move sufficiently to maintain normal muscle tone
and mass for the age, species, weight, size, type and condition of the animal.
(69)
Proper food shall mean access to, and the provision of, food which is of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to
maintain each animal in good health; is accessible to each animal; is prepared so as to permit ease of
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consumption for the age, species, weight, size, type and condition of each animal; is provided in a clean and
sanitary manner; is placed so as to minimize or eliminate contamination by urine, excrement and pests; and is
provided at suitable intervals for the age, species, weight, size, type and condition of each animal, but at least
once daily, except as prescribed by a licensed veterinarian or as dictated by naturally occurring states of
hibernation or fasting normal for the species.
(70)
Proper grooming shall mean the humane care and maintenance of an animal's skin, fur, hair, scales, or feathers
by bathing, drying, brushing, trimming hair and nails; removing dirt, debris and parasites from the animal's
body; removing hair from and cleaning ear canals; expressing anal glands and any other such care and
maintenance as necessary for the comfort and well-being of the species of animal.
(71)
Proper light shall mean the provision of the illumination by natural and/or artificial light for a duration
appropriate for the species, except as directed by hibernation, veterinarian advice or professionally accepted
practices for the safety and well-being of the animal. Animals shall be protected from excessive illumination of
either natural and/or artificial light that is not appropriate for the species.
(72)
Properly lighted shall mean sufficient illumination to permit routine inspections, maintenance, cleaning,
housekeeping of the animal center, and observation of the animal; to provide regular diurnal lighting cycles of
either natural and/or artificial light, uniformly diffused throughout the animal center; and to promote the wellbeing of the animals.
(73)
Proper shelter and protection from the weather shall mean the provision of, and access to, shelter that is suitable
for the species, age, condition, weight, size, and type of each animal; provides proper space for each animal; is
safe and protects each animal from injury, physical suffering, rain, sleet, snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse
effects of heat or cold, and impairment of health; is properly lighted; is properly cleaned; enables each animal to
be clean and dry, as appropriate for the species; and for dogs, cats, and ferrets, provides a solid surface, resting
platform, pad, floor mat, or similar device that is large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal manner and
can be maintained in a sanitary manner. Under this definition, a shelter whose wire, grid, or slat floors permit the
animal's feet to pass through the openings, sag under the animal's weight, or otherwise do not protect the
animal's feet or toes from injury is not a proper shelter. For animals confined outside, the foregoing shall not
constitute the provision of adequate outdoor shelter when it is conducted (a) between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6
a.m., unless the animal is actively engaged in conduct that is directly related to agricultural activity or farm
animal activity on property whose zoning classification, if any, permits such agricultural activity; or (b) when no
pet owner is on the property; or (c) when the effective outdoor wind chill index is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or
lower, or the heat index is 90 degrees Fahrenheit or higher as determined by the National Weather Service; or (d)
during a heat advisory issued by a local or State authority; or (e) during the effective period for a severe weather
warning issued for the area by the National Weather Service, including a hurricane warning, tropical storm
warning, or tornado warning.
(74)
Proper space shall mean sufficient space to allow each animal to:
(A)
Easily stand, sit, lie, turn around, and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position
for the animal; and,
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(B)
Interact safely with other animals based on the needs of the species.
(75)
Proper transportation shall mean to carry an animal from one place to another, usually, but not limited to, a
vehicle in such a manner that protects the animal's health and safety; prevents the animal from sliding around,
jumping out, being thrown out of or falling from the vehicle; protects the animal from road debris and exposure
to the sun and heat, wind, rain, and such other elements of weather, including extreme cold.
(76)
Proper veterinary care shall mean the care and treatment of disease, illness, and/or injury provided by a licensed
veterinarian which is obtained in a timely manner to prevent unnecessary pain and suffering of an animal, and
vaccinations for the prevention of disease and illness.
(77)
Proper water shall mean the provision of, and access to, clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable temperature
which is provided in a suitable manner, in sufficient volume, and normally at all times. However, when special
circumstances dictate, water must be provided at suitable intervals, but at least once every twelve hours, to
maintain normal hydration for the age, species, condition, size, weight and type of each animal, except as
prescribed by a licensed veterinarian or as dictated by naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting normal
for the species; and is provided in clean, durable receptacles which are accessible to each animal and are placed
so as to minimize or eliminate contamination of the water by urine, excrement and pests or an alternative source
of hydration consistent with generally accepted husbandry practices.
(78)
Public nuisance animal shall mean any animal which unreasonably (1) annoys humans, (2) endangers the life or
health of other animals or persons, or (3) gives offense to human senses; or which substantially interferes with
the rights of the citizens, other than its owner, to enjoyment of life or property. The term "public nuisance
animal" shall mean and include, but is not limited to, any animal which:
(A)
Is repeatedly found at large; or
(B)
Damages the property of anyone other than its owner; or
(C)
Molests or intimidates pedestrians or passersby; or
(D)
Chases vehicles; or
(E)
Excessively makes disturbing noises (including, but not limited to, continued and repeated howling, barking,
whining, or other utterances) causing unreasonable annoyance, disturbance, or discomfort to neighbors or others
in close proximity to the premises where the animal is kept or harbored; or
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(F)
Causes fouling of the air by odor and causing thereby unreasonable annoyance or discomfort to neighbors or
others in close proximity to the premises where the animal is kept or harbored; or
(G)
Causes unsanitary conditions in enclosures or surroundings where the animal is kept or harbored; or
(H)
By virtue of the number or types of animals maintained, is offensive or dangerous to the public health, safety, or
welfare; or
(I)
Attacks other domestic animals; or
(J)
Has been found by the Commission for Animal Control, after notice to its owner and a hearing, to be a public
nuisance animal by virtue of being a menace to the public health, welfare, or safety.
(79)
Public nuisance condition shall mean an unsanitary, dangerous, or offensive condition occurring on any premises
or animal holding center caused by the size, number, or types of animals maintained, kept, or harbored, or due to
the inadequacy of the facilities, or by reason of the manner or method of holding, confining, restraining,
boarding, or training animals. A public nuisance condition shall be deemed to exist on any premises or animal
holding center in which any animal is maintained, kept, or harbored under conditions which constitute cruelty to
such animals, or where a public nuisance animal is maintained, kept or harbored.
(80)
Rescue/breed rescue organization community adoption partners shall mean a group or individual, recognized by
the County as capable of meeting standards for fostering animals, authorized to receive and place animals from
the Animal Services and Adoption Center which would otherwise be euthanized or which require special
attention.
(81)
Research center shall mean any place, laboratory, or institution licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
at which scientific tests, experiments, or investigations involving the use of living animals are carried out,
conducted, or attempted.
(82)
Riding school or stable shall mean any place at which horses are boarded or displayed; or which has horses
available for hire or riding instruction or pony rides; or which regularly buys, sells, trains, or trades horses,
ponies, donkeys, mules, or burros, including any thoroughbred racetrack, trotting track, or rodeo.
(83)
Sanitary shall mean an environment free of, including but not limited to, contamination, urine, feces, trash,
debris, vermin, carcasses, parasites, and hazardous materials. This shall include hazardous surface and
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subsurface conditions, i.e., mud, standing water, or any material that may endanger the health and/or safety of an
animal.
(84)
"Serious cruelty or neglect" is as any act by an owner, custodian or other person which causes physical trauma,
impairment of condition, and/or unnecessary pain and suffering and the cruelty or neglect results in physical
injury to, and/or creates a substantial risk of death, or causes the death of an animal.
(85)
Stray shall mean any animal found roaming, running, or self-hunting off the property of its owner or custodian
and not under its owner's or custodian's immediate control. This includes an animal apprehended by an Animal
Control Officer and/or surrendered to the County by a person who attests to, or willingly signs, a document
stating that the animal is stray or that its owner is unknown.
(86)
Strict isolation shall mean the owner of an animal under an order for strict isolation assures that:
(A)
The animal is confined in a double-door, escape-proof enclosure;
(B)
The animal is not removed from the enclosure at any time during the isolation period;
(C)
Human contact with the animal is restricted to one (1) adult caring for the animal or if no contact is allowed,
care will be provided as ordered; and (D) The enclosure is constructed in a manner to ensure that contact with
other animals is not possible.
(87)
Trap-Neuter-Return shall mean the nonlethal process of humanely trapping, sterilizing, vaccinating for rabies,
ear-tipping and returning a free-roaming cat to its original location.
(88)
Vaccination shall mean an antirabies vaccination using a vaccine type approved by the Maryland State
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene or the Maryland Public Health Veterinarian.
(89)
Veterinarian shall mean a person currently licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the State of Maryland.
(90)
Wild animal means any animal not commonly kept as a pet that generally is found living in a natural habitat and
that is not tamed, domesticated or socialized in any manner. This shall include any hybrid animal which is part
wild animal such as a mix of a dog/wolf breed.
(CB-36-1985; CB-119-1987; CB-100-1991; CB-63-1994; CB-106-1996; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-852010; CB-41-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-16-2018; CB-46-2019)
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DIVISION 2. - ANIMAL CONTROL PROGRAM.
Sec. 3-102. - Animal Control Program.
(a)
The County Executive is authorized to establish an Animal Control Program. The appointing authority shall
designate a person to perform the duties of Administrator of Animal Control.
(b)
The County Executive is authorized to establish an Animal Services Facility and Adoption Center. The
Administrator shall operate the Animal Services and Adoption Center for the detention, confinement, and
disposition of animals in accordance with this Subtitle.
(c)
The Administrator of Animal Control shall enforce the provisions of this Subtitle including, but not limited to,
programs for animal control, animal licensing, vaccination, spaying and neutering, public education, cruelty
prevention, euthanasia, and other duties and programs prescribed in this Subtitle.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-103. - Administrator of Animal Control; duties and responsibilities.
The Administrator of Animal Control shall have operational responsibility for carrying out the duties prescribed
in this Subtitle and for enforcing the provisions of this Subtitle. The Administrator shall be the Chief Animal
Control Officer and Supervisor of the Animal Services and Adoption Center.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-104. - Personnel of Animal Control Program; duties.
(a)
The Director, subject to the provisions of the Personnel Law and Labor Code, may appoint such numbers of
persons as are authorized in the approved current expense budget to fill positions as he shall deem necessary.
(b)
Animal Control Officers are authorized and empowered as follows:
(1)
To enforce the Animal Control provisions of the Subtitle by impounding animals found at large, or animals
injured, or found to be diseased, and by issuing notices of violations to the owners of such animals;
(1.1) To enforce licensing and rabies inoculation requirements under the County Code;
(2)
To enforce the cruelty and neglect prevention provisions of this Subtitle by removing and impounding mistreated
animals and by issuing notices of violations to the person or persons inflicting cruelty and neglect upon animals;
(3)
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To administer emergency assistance or first aid to injured animals which come into the custody of the County,
without the consent of the owner or owners of such animals. For this purpose, neither the individual Animal
Control Officer administering such emergency assistance or first aid, or Prince George's County, Maryland, or
any of its employees or agents shall be liable for acts committed or omitted in the course of rendering such
emergency assistance or first aid;
(4)
To conduct public education on proper and humane care, adoption, spaying and neutering, and vaccination
programs as directed by the Administrator;
(5)
To conduct inspections of animal holding facilities as directed by the Administrator; and
(6)
To enforce programs as directed by the Administrator.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-105. - Animal Services and Adoption Center; operations.
(a)
The Director shall promulgate comprehensive regulations prescribing standards for the operation of the Animal
Services and Adoption Center, including, but not limited to, the housing, feeding, care, veterinary treatment,
adoption, and humane destruction of animals in the center.
(b)
In general, the operations of the Animal Services and Adoption Center, including the administration of
euthanasia, shall be open to members of the general public. The Administrator may, however, restrict access to
the Animal Services and Adoption Center by a person or persons when, in the judgment of the Administrator,
the presence of such person or persons may adversely affect the safety or welfare of any person or may disrupt
the efficient operation of the center.
(c)
The Administrator, to the extent provided for in the approved current expense budget, shall provide for
necessary and appropriate veterinary care of injured or sick animals in the custody of the County. Such
veterinary care may be rendered without first obtaining the consent of the owner of the animal receiving such
care. Veterinary care shall be rendered by a doctor of veterinary medicine licensed to practice in the State of
Maryland except that members of the staff of the Animal Control program, including employees of contractors
authorized by the Administrator to do so, may administer medication and veterinary nursing care as prescribed
by a veterinarian; provided, however, that nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to affect or diminish the
immunity granted by Section 3-104(b)(3). Any veterinarian, or program staff member, or contractors' employee
who renders veterinary care, veterinary nursing care, or prescribes or administers medication as authorized by
the Administrator shall not be liable, and Prince George's County, Maryland, and its employees and agents shall
not be liable, for acts committed or omitted in rendering such care or in administering such medication.
(d)
The Administrator, in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle, may dispose of animals in custody by
euthanasia. The regulations to be promulgated by the Director shall provide for the humane destruction of
animals in custody. The regulations shall provide standards for the training of personnel for administering
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euthanasia, acceptable methods of euthanasia, and appropriate disposition of carcasses. The County Executive or
his designee is authorized to make contracts for the disposition of animal carcasses upon such terms as, in the
judgment of the County Executive, are most advantageous to the County.
(e)
The Administrator shall not cause or knowingly permit any live animal in custody to be sold or given up for any
experimental purposes. Companion animals shall not be sold or given up for commercial or experimental
purposes.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-106. - Fees for boarding and care of animals; security.
(a)
The Director, from time to time and after consultation with the Director of Management and Budget and the
Director of Finance, shall establish schedules or tariffs of charges for the housing, feeding, care, and veterinary
treatment of animals which come into the custody of the Administrator. Such schedules and tariffs may be
published or posted in a conspicuous place at the Animal Services and Adoption Center.
(b)
Where the Administrator has ascertained the identity of the owner or custodian of an animal, the Administrator
shall, as a precondition of the release of the animal, require the payment in advance by the owner or custodian of
all charges for the care, feeding, housing, and veterinary treatment of the animal accrued through the date of
redemption, and shall, as a further precondition of the release of the animal, also collect from the owner or
custodian the unpaid license fees and fines provided for in this Subtitle. Where a security bond has been posted,
the owner or custodian shall be entitled to a refund from Treasury for the amount remaining after charges for the
care, feeding, housing, unpaid license fees and fines and veterinary treatment have been satisfied.
(c)
Where the Administrator has ascertained the identity of the owner or custodian of an animal, and has duly
notified said owner or custodian of the animal's impoundment, and said owner or custodian fails to redeem the
animal from the custody of the County, the fees and fines as prescribed by this Subtitle shall be due and payable
within 10 days of the animal becoming the property of the County.
(d)
The Director, from time to time and after consultation with the Director of Management and Budget and the
Director of Finance, shall establish charges for the adoption of animals which come into the custody of the
Administrator. The Administrator shall also require the person adopting the animal to pay any license fees
prescribed by this Subtitle and to prepay any spay or neutering fee.
(e)
(1)
A person claiming a proprietary interest in any animal confined pursuant to Sections 3-122, 3-123, 3-131
through 3-138, 3-140, 3-141, 3-175, 3-176, 3-180, or Division 7 of this Subtitle may prevent disposition of the
animal after the required holding period, pending a Commission for Animal Control hearing, by posting a bond,
cash or corporate surety, with the Administrator prior to the expiration of the required holding period in an
amount sufficient to secure payment for all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and providing for the animal,
including estimated medical care, for at least thirty (30) days; provided, however, that such bond, cash or
corporate surety, shall not prevent the Administrator from disposing of such animal at the end of the thirty (30)
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day period covered by the bond, cash or corporate surety, unless the person claiming an interest posts an
additional bond, cash or corporate surety, with the Administrator to secure payment of reasonable expenses for
an additional thirty (30) days, and does so prior to the expiration of the first 30-day period. Additional thirty (30)
day extensions may be granted provided additional bond, cash or corporate surety, is posted prior to the
extension of the previous posting. The amount of the bond shall be determined by the Administrator based on
the current rate for board and on the condition of the animal after examination of the animal by a licensed
veterinarian. At the conclusion of the case, the bond shall be forfeited to the County, except that the person
claiming interest shall be entitled to a refund of the amount remaining after settlement of any reasonable
expenses, fees, including veterinary fees, and fines.
(2)
A person seeking judicial review of an order or action of the Commission for Animal Control, pursuant to Title 7
of the Maryland Rules, shall post a bond, cash or corporate surety sufficient to cover charges incurred to date for
the care, feeding, housing and veterinary fees, or Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), whichever is greater.
(3)
In the event said charges listed in Subsection (e)(2), above, exceed the amount posted with the court, the person
claiming an interest in the animal shall be required to pay the additional fees.
(CB-36-1985; CB-100-1991; CB-63-1994; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
DIVISION 3. - COMMISSION FOR ANIMAL CONTROL.
Sec. 3-107. - Commission for Animal Control; membership.
(a)
There is created as an integral part of the government of the County a Commission for Animal Control,
consisting of the Health Officer (or his/her representative), the Chief of Police (or his/her representative), a
licensed veterinarian or his/her representative practicing in Prince George's County, and six (6) citizen members,
which may include a representative of a local humane organization, a kennel owner, and a representative of the
pet industry.
(b)
All citizen members shall be appointed for terms of two (2) years each. The terms of office for members of the
Commission shall be staggered terms as follows: Initially three (3) members appointed for two (2) years and
three (3) members appointed for one (1) year. Subsequent appointments shall be made for two (2) years,
allowing for the continuation of staggered terms. All appointments to the Commission for Animal Control shall
be made by the County Executive, subject to confirmation by the Council. All appointments shall be made in
accordance with the Charter.
(c)
All members of said Commission shall continue to serve, without regard to the expiration date of their
appointment term, until such time as their successors have been duly appointed and confirmed. Citizen
Commission members may serve consecutive terms of office.
(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-108. - Chairman of the Commission; secretary; staff.
(a)
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The Commission shall elect from its members a Chairman and a Vice Chairman. The Chairman and Vice
Chairman may be citizen members elected annually by the total voting membership of the Commission. The
Chairman and Vice Chairman may be elected to serve for consecutive terms of office.
(b)
The County Executive is authorized, to the extent provided in the approved current expense budget, to provide
for the Commission such office space, supplies, equipment, and support personnel as may be required.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-109. - Powers and duties of Commission.
(a)
The Commission may meet at the call of the Chairman to do the following:
(1)
Recommend to the County Executive and to the Director rules and regulations concerning the following:
(A)
The operation of the Animal Services and Adoption Center;
(B)
Standards for the collection, care, custody and disposal of animals at large, and public nuisance animals; and
(C)
Standards for the maintenance of holding facilities, pet shops, petting zoos, and other matters related to the
treatment and maintenance of animals in Prince George's County.
(2)
Prepare and present the Commission budget in accordance with County budget procedures.
(3)
Review and make recommendations on the budget of the Animal Control Program.
(4)
Review and make recommendations on the standards and operation of the Animal Services and Adoption
Center.
(5)
Upon a written complaint, petition, appeal, or request from a person receiving a violation notice, after a
determination of probable cause by an Animal Control Officer that a violation of this subtitle has occurred,
conduct a public hearing after due notice to determine whether violations of the provisions of this Subtitle have
occurred, whether a public nuisance animal or condition exists, and/or whether a person subject to an order of
the Commission has complied with that order.
(6)
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Upon determination after notice and hearing that violations of this Subtitle have occurred and that a public
nuisance animal or condition exists, and/or if a person subject to an order of the Commission has not complied
with the order, require the payment of civil penalties and the taking of other affirmative action as prescribed in
this Subtitle.
(7)
After notice and hearing on violations of this Subtitle, require the remission of assessed penalties as appropriate.
(8)
Recommend to the County Executive changes in the law regarding the control of animals in Prince George's
County.
(9)
To issue process, in forms approved by the County Executive, to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of documents at hearings of the Commission, which process shall be enforceable by the Circuit
Court, upon application by the Office of Law on behalf of the Commission.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-110. - Hearing procedures; findings and orders.
(a)
The Commission may conduct public hearings when:
(1)
A written complaint that a person has violated or permitted his animal to violate the provisions of this Subtitle is
filed with the Commission; or
(2)
A written complaint that a person has failed to comply with an outstanding order of the Commission is filed with
the Commission.
(b)
The Commission shall conduct a public hearing when a person who has been served with a citation or violation
notice charging him with a violation of the provisions of this Subtitle requests a hearing before the Commission
in writing.
(c)
The Commission may convene a panel of three members to hear and issue a proposed or final decision on a
complaint, petition or appeal as provided in this subtitle.
(d)
The Director may delegate to a hearing officer the authority to hear and issue a proposed or final decision on a
complaint, petition or appeal as provided in this subtitle.
(e)
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The Commission shall give notice in writing by regular mail to the complainant, the person charged or the
appellant of a violation notice or citation, of the time and place of a public hearing. The Commission shall also
send notice by personal delivery, or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person charged. If the
notice sent by regular mail is not returned or if the personal delivery or certified mail receipt indicates that the
person charged is at the address given, it shall be presumed that the person has received notice of the hearing.
(f)
At the public hearing, the proceeding shall be conducted in an informal manner. The strict rules of evidence shall
not apply. The Commission may hear any evidence which is relevant and probative of the matters set forth in the
complaint, but shall not be required to hear irrelevant or merely cumulative evidence.
(g)
The Commission may require the attendance of the charging officer or the complainant and the person charged
with the violation, citation or noncompliance with a Commission order.
(h)
The Commission is authorized and empowered to issue its process or summonses, upon forms approved by the
County Executive, compelling the attendance of witnesses to testify and to produce documents at hearings of the
Commission. The Commission shall make service of a summons by personal delivery or by registered or
certified mail. Upon the failure of a person summoned to appear, the Office of Law may apply to the Circuit
Court for an order compelling compliance with the summons. Failure to comply with the Court's order shall
constitute contempt and shall be punishable in accordance with the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(i)
At the close of all the evidence, the Commission shall deliberate and shall issue written findings of fact,
conclusions, and an appropriate order. If the Commission finds that a violation did not occur, it shall dismiss the
complaint or citation. If the Commission finds that a violation has occurred, or that an animal is a public
nuisance animal, or that a public nuisance condition exists, it may impose civil penalties pursuant to Section 3116. In lieu of or in addition to imposing civil penalties, it may require appropriate affirmative action, including
but not limited to:
(1)
The mandatory restriction or confinement of the animal under such conditions as the Commission may direct in
its discretion;
(2)
The mandatory destruction or other disposition of the animal as the Commission may direct in its discretion;
(3)
The correction of conditions or methods of animal care, keeping, maintenance, housing, or veterinary treatment
as the Commission may direct in its discretion to include spaying and neutering;
(4)
A recommendation to the Director that licenses issued under this Subtitle be suspended or revoked;
(5)
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A restriction of animal ownership for a period up to five (5) years from the date of determination subject to the
right to petition the Board for a waiver based on good cause shown;
(6)
A recommendation to the State's Attorney for criminal prosecution of violations of this Subtitle or of other laws.
(j)
The Administrator may request the Commission to convene immediately for the purpose of investigating
situations of acute emergency. In such case, good faith efforts shall be made to serve notice of the expedited
hearings upon the person charged. The Commission may make such findings and orders as are appropriate to
deal with the emergency situation. Such orders shall have effect for periods not to exceed fifteen (15) business
days, and the Commission shall schedule and hold a hearing in the ordinary course to consider further action.
For the purposes of this Subsection, two voting members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum sufficient
to act on behalf of the Commission.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-111. - Appeals from Commission orders.
Any party, including Prince George's County, Maryland, aggrieved by a final order of the Commission in a
contested case, whether such decision is affirmative or negative in form, is entitled to appeal that order to the
Circuit Court for Prince George's County, within fifteen (15) business days of the date of the order. Such appeal
shall be governed by the provisions of the Maryland Rules pertaining to administrative appeals. The decision of
the Circuit Court in all appeals from decisions of the Commission shall be final.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-112. - Compensation.
Each member of the Commission shall be compensated in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 2, Division
24, of this Code.
(CB-36-1985)
DIVISION 4. - ANIMAL CONTROL ENFORCEMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ENFORCEMENT AND VIOLATION NOTICES.
Sec. 3-113. - Duties of Administrator.
(a)
The Administrator shall enforce the provisions of this Subtitle with respect to animal control, prevention of
cruelty to animals, and minimum standards for animal holding facilities of all types. The Administrator shall
conduct the following programs:
(1)
A program of regular patrols and response to citizen complaints for the purpose of taking into custody, issuing
violation notices and citations or resolving problems found to be in violation of this Subtitle;
(2)
A program of regular inspection of all animal holding facilities required to be licensed under the provisions of
this Subtitle; and
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(3)
A program for the investigation of complaints of cruelty or neglect to animals, and the enforcement of the
cruelty and neglect prevention provisions of this Subtitle and of State law.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-114. - Records to be kept.
It shall be the duty of the Administrator to keep accurate and detailed records of all licenses issued;
impoundments, care, feeding, and veterinary treatment rendered; disposition of animals; enforcement actions;
and other activities relating to animals and animal control undertaken for a period of three (3) years after each
such activity. The Director shall promulgate regulations prescribing the records to be kept by the Administrator
and the manner and method of their maintenance.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-115. - Violation notices; Citations.
(a)
Whenever in this Subtitle any act or condition is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense,
or whenever in this Subtitle the doing of any act or the maintenance of any condition is required or the failure to
do any act or the maintenance of any condition is declared to be unlawful, the violation of any such provision of
this Subtitle may be evidenced and notice thereof may be given by an Animal Control Officer or a police officer
by the issuance of a notice of violation or citation, on a form to be designated and approved by the County
Executive. A police officer or Animal Control Officer witnessing a violation shall be authorized to issue such
notice of violation or citation.
(b)
The notice of violation or citation shall contain and specify:
(1)
The violation with which such person is charged, with reference to the applicableSection of this Subtitle;
(2)
The addresses of the offices of the Commission and of the Administrator; and
(3)
A notice that the person charged may apply to the Commission for a hearing to consider the charges or may pay
the civil penalty assessed;
(4)
A place in which a person may endorse the notice by signing his name and stating his address, indicating his
receipt thereof and willingness to appear before the Commission if the violation or citation is contested.
(c)
The notice of violation or citation may be issued to both residents and nonresidents when found within the
County's geographical boundaries.
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(d)
The person serving notice shall make proof of his service to the Commission promptly and, in any event, within
the time during which the person served must request a hearing before the Commission. Failure to make proof of
service to the Commission, however, shall not affect the validity of the violation notice or citation.
(e)
The person served with a violation notice or citation may, in lieu of requesting a hearing before the Commission,
pay to Prince George's County, Maryland, through the Administrator, the amount of the civil penalty stated upon
the face of the violation notice or citation, which amount shall be as set forth in Section 3-116, below.
(f)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (e), above, the Commission, in its discretion, may review any
violation notice or citation filed, and treat the same as any written complaint of a violation of this Subtitle. If the
Commission determines that there is reason to believe that action other than or in addition to a civil penalty is
required, it may give notice of a hearing to investigate the matter and require the attendance of the person
charged to appear before the Commission at the hearing.
(g)
Any person failing to comply with an order issued by the Animal Control Commission shall be subject to a fine
not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment not to exceed ninety (90) days.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-115.01. - Investigations.
(a)
No person shall willfully hinder, prevent, or obstruct the investigation of any animal related violation of any
provision in this Subtitle.
(b)
No person shall falsify a statement to an investigating officer.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-116. - Civil penalties; subsequent violations.
(a)
Any person found to have violated any provision of this Subtitle shall be subject to the following civil penalties:
(1)
For violation of Sections 3-133, 3-134, 3-135, 3-138, 3-139, 3-144, 3-145, 3-148, and 3-184, the fines shall be
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for the first violation, One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the second offense, and Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for each subsequent violation.
(2)
For violation of Sections 3-125, 3-132, 3-148.03, 3-149, 3-158, 3-159, 3-160 through 3-174, 3-177, 3-183, 3186, 3-188, and 3-190, the civil penalty for each violation shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first
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violation, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second violation, and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for
each subsequent violation.
(3)
For violation of Sections 3-137, 3-175, 3-176, 3-189, 3-191, 3-195, and 3-196, the civil penalty for the first
violation shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for the second offense,
and Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) for each subsequent violation.
(4)
For violation of Sections 3-131, 3-141, 3-142, and 3-180, the civil penalty shall be Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) for the first violation, One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for the second violation, and Two Thousand
Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) for each subsequent violation.
(5)
For violation of any other Section of this Subtitle not separately specified in this Section, the civil penalty shall
be Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for the first violation, Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for the second violation occurring
within a twenty-four (24) month period, and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each subsequent violation
occurring within a twenty-four (24) month period.
(CB-36-1985; CB-119-1987; CB-63-1994; CB-26-2001; CB-16-2018)
Sec. 3-116.01. - Criminal penalties; violations.
(a)
Any person found to have violated any provision of Section 3-185.01 shall be fined up to $1,000.00 or may be
sentenced to not more than six (6) months of imprisonment.
(b)
A Pit Bull that causes injury to or kills a human being or a domestic animal without provocation shall be
humanely destroyed, and the owner of such dog shall be fined up to $1,000.00 or may be sentenced to not more
than six (6) months of imprisonment.
(c)
For violation of Section 3-115(g), the criminal penalty shall be up to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or
imprisonment for up to ninety (90) days.
(d)
For violation of Section 3-135, the criminal penalty shall be up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and/or
imprisonment for up to ninety (90) days.
(e)
For violation of Section 3-131, 3-180(a), 3-180(b)(4) or Section 3-180(c), the criminal penalty shall be One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment for up to six (6) months.
(f)
For any violation of Section 3-136, upon conviction, the criminal penalty shall be $500.00 nor more than
$1,000.00, and/or imprisonment for up to 180 days.
341/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-106-1996; CB-26-2001; CB-16-2018; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-117. - Options available to person receiving citation.
(a)
A person receiving an Animal Control violation notice or citation must select one of the following:
(1)
To pay the fine provided for in the citation to the Administrator within ten (10) days of receipt of the violation
notice or citation; or
(2)
Within ten (10) days of receipt of the citation, submit a written request for a hearing and for dismissal of the
citation by the Commission; and to pay the fine should the Commission fail to dismiss the citation.
(b)
The failure of the person charged to note a timely appeal to the Commission or to pay the amount of the civil
penalty within the time for appeal shall constitute an admission of liability for the amount of the civil penalty.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-118. - Duty of charging officer.
(a)
Each police officer or Animal Control Officer who issues a violation notice or citation to an alleged violator
shall:
(1)
Promptly file the original copy with the Administrator; and
(2)
Appear for the hearing of such citation should it proceed to hearing.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-119. - Duty of the Administrator upon receiving violation notice.
(a)
Upon receiving the original copy of a violation notice or citation issued to a person alleged to have violated this
Subtitle, the Administrator shall:
(1)
Promptly give notice of receipt of the violation notice or citation to the Commission; and
(2)
Maintain a record of the violation notice or citation; and
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(3)
Notify the Commission of payment of the fine if the fine is received within the period for appeal to the
Commission; and
(4)
Notify the Commission of an election to appeal to the Commission. Upon receipt of notification of an appeal,
the Commission shall schedule and give notice of a hearing.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-120. - Recovery of Civil Penalties.
All civil penalties assessed by police officers or Animal Control Officers, or imposed by the Commission
pursuant to this Subtitle, shall be due and payable immediately, unless the person charged shall note a timely
appeal to the Commission or a court of proper jurisdiction. In the event that any penalty ordered to be paid by
the Commission or forfeited by failure to appeal or to attend a hearing is not paid within thirty (30) days of the
violation notice or the Commission's order, whichever is later, the Commission shall refer the matter to the
Office of Law. The Office of Law shall institute appropriate civil proceedings to recover the amount of the
penalty. All penalties recovered pursuant to this Subtitle in a civil proceeding brought by the Office of Law shall
be paid to, and become the property of, Prince George's County, Maryland.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
SUBDIVISION 2. - IMPOUNDMENT AND DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS.
Sec. 3-121. - Notice of violation.
In addition to or in lieu of impounding an animal found at large, an Animal Control Officer or police officer or
other duly appointed law enforcement officer may issue to a known owner of such animal a notice of violation
as provided for in Section 3-115 herein.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-122. - Impounding animals; procedure.
(a)
Animals found at large with a license tag, rabies tag, tattoo, microchip, or other indications of ownership shall,
except as otherwise provided in this Subtitle, be impounded and taken to the Animal Services and Adoption
Center and there confined in a humane manner for a period of not less than five (5) business days, unless sooner
claimed and redeemed by its owner.
(b)
Animals found at large without a license tag or other indications of ownership shall be impounded as above.
However, such stray animals will be confined in a humane manner for a period of not less than three (3) business
days.
(c)
In the event an impounded animal shows signs of disease, injury, or severe behavioral maladjustment, the
Administrator has discretion to send the animal to be euthanized rather than holding it for three (3) business
days, providing he has checked the records to see if the animal has been reported missing, the animal appears to
be unlicensed, and, in the case of disease or injury, he has consulted with a veterinarian. The behavioral
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maladjustment must be of such a nature as to pose a threat to the animal's welfare while confined at the Animal
Services and Adoption Center or pose an unreasonable threat to the safety of personnel caring for the animal.
(d)
Domesticated animals may be impounded when found at large or abandoned, and disposed of in accordance with
procedures established pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Director.
(e)
An ear tipped cat shall be handled according to this subsection, and for ear tipped cats, this subsection shall
supersede subsections (c) and (d) of this Section, and Sections 3-132, 3-135, and 3-140 of this Subtitle. An
Animal Control Officer who has trapped or responds to a trapped ear tipped cat in the field, shall immediately
release the ear tipped cat at the location where it was trapped, unless the ear tipped cat show signs of disease, or
injury, or unless the Animal Control Officer has probable cause that the specific cat is the subject of a pending
nuisance complaint. An Animal Control Officer shall not trap an ear tipped cat for being at large or, if the ear
tipped cat has no owner, for not being under restraint. An ear tipped cat transported to or deposited at the Animal
Services and Adoption Center shall be held by the Administrator for at least three (3) working days, unless the
cat is suffering from disease or injury. The Administrator shall use all due diligence to provide electronic
notification about all ear tipped cats held at the Animal Services and Adoption Center to all local animal rescue
organizations and all animal care organizations who have notified the Administrator of their experience with ear
tipped cats and shall allow three (3) working days from the time of the electronic notification for an organization
to rescue the ear tipped cat at no charge to the organization. An animal care or animal rescue organization shall
not return an ear tipped cat to the area where it was trapped if that specific ear tipped cat has been impounded
three times to the Animal Services and Adoption Center. If an ear tipped cat is trapped in or brought to the
Animal Services and Adoption Center from a municipality located within Prince George's County with a
municipal animal control department, the Administrator shall provide the municipality with the same
notification and opportunity for rescue. If the Administrator has used all due diligence to notify animal rescue
organizations, animal care organizations, and where appropriate, a municipality about an ear tipped cat, and if
the ear tipped cat is not retrieved by an organization or municipality within the designated time period, the ear
tipped cat shall be treated the same as an impounded cat to the processes of Subtitle 3 of the Prince George's
County Code.
(f)
The Administrator shall make and keep records of individual ear tipped cats handled under this subsection (e),
including; the date and location where the ear tipped cat was trapped or captured; the date the ear tipped cat
entered the Animal Services and Adoption Center; whether the ear tipped cat suffered from a disease or injury,
and the nature of any such disease or injury; whether the ear tipped cat was the subject of nuisance complaint,
and the facts and legal basis for any such complaint, all notifications, and notification attempts, to animal rescue
or animal care organizations, or to a municipality; and the date and ultimate disposition of the ear tipped cat. The
Administrator shall make these records available for public inspection and shall report these records to the
Director of the Department of the Environment.
(g)
The Administrator shall, annually review by December 31st, with consultation with the Director and County
Council, the effectiveness of the ear tipped cat program under Section 3-122 of this Subdivision.
(h)
(1)
Prince George's County promotes the responsible practice of trap-neuter-return to include vaccination against
rabies and other diseases as an effective method for humanely reducing the population of free-roaming cats.
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(2)
Free-roaming cats shall not be impounded as a public nuisance animal solely for being at large or unlicensed.
The Administrator may impound a free-roaming cat if complaints to the Administrator from residents and
businesses remain unresolved.
(3)
An impounded free-roaming cat that has not been ear-tipped may only be redeemed to an animal care
organization having experience with trap-neuter-return that has a written agreement with the County. The
agreement shall provide for rabies vaccination, sterilization and ear-tipping before the free-roaming cat may be
released to the area from which it was impounded.
(4)
Feeding, sheltering and/or otherwise caring for free-roaming cats shall not be deemed a public nuisance
condition unless it disturbs the peace, comfort, or health of any person residing within the County.
(CB-36-1985; CB-89-1988; CB-26-2001; CB-41-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-123. - Impounding by private persons.
Any person may pick up any animal found at large within the County. Any animal picked up while at large shall
be turned over to an Animal Control Officer or delivered to the Animal Services and Adoption Center. This
Section shall not apply to a person trapping a free-roaming cat as part of Trap-Neuter-Return.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-124. - Notice of impoundment; manner of service.
Upon impounding an animal, the Administrator shall make a prompt and reasonable effort to locate and notify
the animal's owner. A notice under this Division may be served either by delivering it to the last known owner,
or by leaving it at the person's usual or last known residence, or at the address given on the animal's collar, or
obtained by means of a pet license, microchip or tattoo, forwarding it by mail to that person at his usual or last
known residence or the address given on the collar. When convenient, the notice may be given by telephone to
the owner.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-125. - Interference with impounding of animals.
No person shall willfully prevent or obstruct the impounding of any animal in violation of any of the provisions
of this Subtitle by an Animal Control Officer or police officer, nor shall any person take or attempt to take any
animal out of the Animal Services and Adoption Center without the consent of the Administrator, nor shall any
person knowingly impound or attempt to impound any animal not legally liable to impoundment. Any violation
of this Section is a misdemeanor punishable pursuant to Section 1-123 of this Code.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-126. - Records of impounded animals.
(a)
The Administrator shall keep complete and accurate records of the breed, color, sex, condition, and location
where found of any animal impounded in the Animal Services and Adoption Center, and shall record whether or
not the animal is licensed, tattooed, microchipped, or has a rabies tag.
345/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
If an animal impounded in the Animal Services and Adoption Center is licensed or vaccinated, the Administrator
shall record the name and address of the owner and the number of the license or rabies tag.
(c)
The Administrator shall keep complete and accurate records of the care, feeding, veterinary treatment, and
disposition of all animals impounded in the Animal Services Facility and Adoption Center.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-127. - Injured animals; prompt euthanasia.
When a seriously injured, diseased or suffering animal is taken into custody by an Animal Control Officer, and
the owner cannot be promptly identified or contacted, a veterinarian shall be consulted and the animal may be
taken to a veterinarian for an examination. The cost of any veterinary examination or consultation shall be an
obligation of the owner of the animal. If, after consultation with the veterinarian, the Administrator determines
that the animal should be destroyed for humane reasons or to protect the public from imminent danger to persons
or property, the Administrator may promptly authorize euthanasia or other humane destruction of the animal
without regard to any time limitations established in this Division. For the purpose of this Section, neither the
Administrator, nor his designee, nor Prince George's County, Maryland, nor any of its employees or agents shall
be liable for acts committed or omitted with regard to a veterinarian consultation and/or euthanizing an animal.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-128. - Redemption; fees and costs.
(a)
The owner of an impounded animal shall be entitled to redeem such animal, except as otherwise provided in this
Subtitle, upon compliance with the license provisions of this Subtitle, payment of redemption fees, payment of
costs accrued with respect to the animal to be redeemed, and presentation of satisfactory proof of ownership.
(b)
Redemption fees shall be as follows:
(1)
A redemption charge of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for the first impoundment for altered animals and Sixty Dollars
($60.00) for the first impoundment for unaltered animals and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for any animal per
each subsequent impoundment in a twelve (12) month period.
(c)
The owner of an impounded animal also shall be liable to Prince George's County, Maryland, for the shelter fees
to include the fee for mandatory microchipping if the animal is not already microchipped and the costs of any
required veterinary services in accordance with the schedule or tariff of charges promulgated by the Director
pursuant to Section 3-106 herein. In addition, when the animal is impounded, it will be mandatory that it is
spayed or neutered prior to leaving the Animal Services and Adoption Center. The cost shall be included in the
payment of redemption fees not exceed the actual cost of the procedure.
(d)
Exemptions and Waivers
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(1)
The mandatory spay/neuter requirement may be waived when the owner is able to provide proof that altering
subject animal would create a financial loss and/or materially alter the economic value of the animal. (2)
Livestock and/or Farm Animals shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section. (3) Any animals employed
or owned by the County and/or Federal or State agencies shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section (4)
Medical Exceptions outlined in accordance with Section 3-177.
(CB-36-1985; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-129. - Property of impounded or surrendered animals.
Any domesticated animal which is impounded and not reclaimed by its owner as prescribed in Section 3-122
shall be deemed abandoned and shall become the property of Prince George's County, Maryland. Any animal
surrendered by its owners to the Animal Services and Adoption Center shall immediately become the property
of Prince George's County, Maryland, for final disposition. The Administrator may dispose of abandoned
animals by adoption, euthanasia, or other disposition as may be most advantageous to the County and the public
interest subject to Section 3-105.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-130. - Euthanasia.
At the end of the minimum periods provided for in this Subdivision, unredeemed and unadopted animals which
have become the property of Prince George's County, Maryland, may be disposed of by euthanasia. Euthanasia
shall be administered in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Director pursuant to Section 3-105
herein.
(CB-36-1985)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS.
Sec. 3-131. - Manner of keeping animals; prohibition of nuisances.
(a)
Each owner or custodian shall provide the following in consideration of the species, age, condition, weight, and
size, for each animal in his or her care:
(1)
Proper food;
(2)
Proper water;
(3)
Proper shelter and protection from the weather;
(4)
Proper space;
(5)
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Proper exercise;
(6)
Proper care;
(7)
Proper veterinary care;
(8)
Proper grooming;
(9)
Proper light;
(10)
Proper transportation;
(11)
Proper air; and
(12)
Proper cleaning.
(b)
The provisions of this Section shall also apply to every animal shelter, impoundment facility, foster home, and
holding facility whether temporary or permanent.
(c)
No person shall keep or maintain any animal in Prince George's County in such manner as to cause or permit the
animal to be a public nuisance or to cause or permit the animal to cause a public nuisance condition. No person
shall keep or maintain any animal in the County in such manner as to disturb the peace, comfort, or health of any
person residing within the County.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-16-2018; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-132. - Public nuisance conditions and animals; procedures; appeals.
(a)
It shall be the duty of every owner or custodian of an animal to take all necessary steps and precautions to
protect other people, animals, and property from injury or damage resulting from such animal's behavior,
including, but not limited to, chasing, biting, or otherwise jeopardizing the safety, health or welfare of the public.
(b)
No owner or custodian of an animal or operator of any animal holding center shall fail to abate a nuisance
caused by any animal owned by him or under his control nor shall any person fail to abate a public nuisance
condition found to exist upon the premises owned or controlled by him, after having been notified by an Animal
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Control Officer or other law enforcement officer, in accordance with Section 3-115 herein, or after having been
ordered to abate the nuisance by the Commission as provided herein.
(c)
Any animal having been declared to be a public nuisance animal shall, when required by the Commission and
upon demand by the Administrator, be delivered by his owner to the custody of the County. No owner of a
public nuisance animal shall refuse to surrender such animal to the County. A public nuisance animal which has
been impounded by the County may be redeemed by the owner only upon those conditions established by the
Commission for that particular animal. In addition to any special conditions imposed by the Commission, the
owner of a public nuisance animal shall comply with the provisions of Section 3-128 herein.
(d)
Any animal found to be unredeemable shall become the property of Prince George's County and may be
disposed of by adoption, euthanasia, or other disposition as may be advantageous to the County and to the
animal. No animal may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of pending the outcome of any appeal from an order
of the Commission pursuant to Section 3-111. The Administrator shall retain custody of the animal pending the
appeal, and the expense of the care, feeding, and any necessary veterinary care for the animal shall be charged
to, and be the obligation of, the owner of the animal, and shall be collected pursuant to the provisions of Section
3-106 herein.
(e)
As an alternative, if any person shall fail to abate a public nuisance animal or public nuisance condition after the
Commission has ordered him to do so, the Administrator or the Commission may refer the matter to the Office
of Law for appropriate legal action. The Office of Law, without limitation, and in addition to and not in lieu of
any other available remedies, may seek ex parte, temporary and permanent injunctive relief and other relief in a
court of competent jurisdiction to abate any nuisance or to correct any condition whereby the actions of an
animal, or the actions or inactions of its owner or custodian, cause or threaten any substantial and immediate
danger to any person or property or to the public health and safety.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-133. - Sanitary conditions for care and maintenance of animals.
(a)
All persons keeping or raising fowl or animals within the County, whether for commercial purposes or
otherwise, shall keep the same at all times in a clean and sanitary condition and free from obnoxious odors.
(b)
The premises upon which are kept any fowl or animals (including, but not limited to, rodents, cattle, horses,
sheep, swine, or goats) shall be subject to inspection by Animal Control Officers. Such premises shall be subject
to the regulations contained in Section 3-131(a) of this Subtitle with respect to the maintenance of sanitary
conditions, care and feeding of animals and their young, provision of veterinary care, and other matters as may
be promulgated by the Director, pursuant to recommendations from the Commission.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-134. - Excessive noise by an animal prohibited.
(a)
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No person who owns, keeps, or has in his possession any animal of any kind whatsoever shall permit such
animal to disturb the quiet of any person or neighborhood. Permitting an animal to disturb the quiet of any
person or neighborhood, or failure to keep any animal from causing frequent or long continued noise, to the
disturbance of the comfort or repose of any person or neighborhood, is declared to be a public nuisance and
detrimental to the public health and welfare.
(b)
Any person disturbed by a noisy animal shall first advise the owner or custodian who keeps such animal of the
fact that the animal, by causing frequent or long continued noise, is disturbing the complainant and the
neighborhood.
(c)
No owner or custodian shall fail to abate a nuisance caused by the frequent, habitual or long continuing noise of
his animal after having been notified in accordance with this Section.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-135. - Animals at large prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any animal (including, but not limited to, any cattle, horse,
mule, swine, sheep, goat, geese, ducks, chickens, dog, cat, or other animal) to permit the animal to run at large or
be at large as defined in Section 3-101(7) within Prince George's County, Maryland. At large shall also include:
(1)
The confinement or securing of an animal by any person at a location other than on the premises of its owner,
custodian, or authorized agent;
(2)
Herding such animal or tying it for grazing in any street or other public place; or
(3)
The fastening or tethering of any horse or other animal on public property affixed to any standard (i.e., rail, post,
fence), hydrant, shade tree, or to any box or case around such tree, or to any public ornamental tree on any street
or public ground.
(b)
Any animal found at large or running at large is declared to be a nuisance and dangerous to the public health,
safety, and welfare.
(c)
The owner of any animal running at large shall be held strictly liable for a violation of this statute, except as
provided in paragraphs (f) and (g) of this Section, and for any damages caused by said animal.
(d)
Any person who is aware of an animal running at large within the County shall report the condition by
telephone. The identity of an informant under this Section shall not be disclosed except to employees of the
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Animal Control program and duly authorized law enforcement officers.
(e)
Any Animal Control Officer, police officer, or other agent authorized or empowered to perform any duty under
this Subtitle may pursue any animal at large or running at large and may go upon any premises for impounding
the animal at large or running at large. If the animal returns to the premises of its owner, the Animal Control
Officer may pursue the animal upon the unenclosed exterior premises of the owner. If the owner or custodian
takes the animal within the enclosed interior portion of his premises, the Animal Control Officer or police officer
shall direct the owner or custodian to surrender the animal for impoundment. No person, after having been
directed by an Animal Control Officer or law enforcement officer to surrender an animal for impoundment, shall
fail to surrender the animal immediately. Failure to surrender an animal for impoundment upon demand by an
Animal Control Officer or law enforcement officer is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, the violator
may be punished by a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment not to exceed
ninety (90) days in the County Detention Center, or both. In addition to the criminal penalty hereby imposed, the
Commission may impose civil penalties pursuant to Section 3-110 and Section 3-116 herein.
(f)
Any animal is considered at large if it is outside the owner's premise and not leashed, unless it is a service
animal, is in an animal exercise area, or is participating in an approved activity such as undergoing obedience
training or engaged in the sport of hunting in authorized areas and supervised by a competent person.
(g)
No animal running at large by accident with a person in immediate pursuit of it shall be deemed to be at large,
running at large or a stray.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-136. - Dangerous animals.
(a)
Any animal that without provocation (i) inflicts injury on a human on private or public property; (ii) kills a
domesticated and/or farm animal; or (iii) has been previously found to be potentially dangerous because of
injury inflicted on a human or an animal, the owner having received notice of such and the animal again
aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers public safety is defined to be a dangerous animal for the purpose of this
Subtitle. No animal shall be found to be dangerous if the threat, injury, or damage was sustained by a person
who was:
(1)
Committing, at the time, a crime upon the premises occupied by the animal's owner or custodian;
(2)
Committing, at the time, a tort upon the premises occupied by the animal's owner or custodian; or
(3)
Provoking, tormenting, or physically abusing the animal.
(b)
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It shall be the duty of the Police Department to receive and document complaints concerning dangerous animals.
It shall be the duty of the Administrator/Animal Control Officer to receive and investigate complaints
concerning dangerous animals. Whenever an animal complained against shall be reasonably deemed by a police
officer or the Administrator/Animal Control Officer to be a dangerous animal, the police officer or
Administrator/Animal Control Officer shall report the fact to the Commission in the form of a written complaint
and shall be authorized and empowered to impound the animal pending a hearing if he reasonably believes that
the owner of the animal is not capable of restraining the animal from attacking, biting, or injuring any human
being or other animal pending a hearing on whether the animal is dangerous. Notwithstanding the above,
whenever an animal causes severe injury to any human being, the police officer or Animal Control Officer shall
impound the animal pending a hearing by the Commission. In this Section, severe injury means any physical
injury from single or multiple bite(s) resulting in broken bones, serious disfigurement, serious impairment of
health, serious impairment of a bodily function, or requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery.
(c)
Whenever an animal has been impounded pursuant to this Section, the owner shall be notified within forty-eight
(48) hours of the impoundment of a right to a preliminary hearing. The preliminary hearing shall be scheduled
within seventy-two (72) hours of a written request by the owner. This preliminary hearing may be conducted by
a hearing officer designated by the Commission and shall be for the sole purpose of determining whether the
owner of the animal is capable of restraining the animal from attacking, biting or injuring any human being or
other animal until it can be determined at a hearing conducted by the Animal Control Commission whether the
animal is dangerous.
(d)
If it is determined that the alleged dangerous animal may be returned to the custody of the owner until the
scheduled full hearing, the Commission may impose such requirements of conditions as are deemed necessary to
restrain the animal and the owner shall be required to pay the costs and maintenance expenses incurred during
the time that the animal was impounded. Should the owner not adhere to conditions set forth by the
Commission, the alleged dangerous animal shall be immediately impounded and remain in the custody of the
County pending the outcome of the full hearing.
(e)
If the Commission determines that continuing impoundment is necessary, the owner shall be responsible for all
costs and maintenance expenses incurred.
(f)
Any person who alleges that an animal is dangerous may file a complaint with the Animal Control Commission
that states in clear language why the animal is dangerous. This complaint shall identify where the animal is
located and describe the animal which is the subject of the complaint. The Administrator shall investigate the
complaint and may impound the animal in accordance with this Section.
(g)
The Commission shall conduct a public hearing upon the question of whether the animal is a dangerous animal
in accordance with the provisions of Section 3-110 of this Subtitle.
(h)
If the Commission, upon the evidence before it, finds that the animal complained of is in fact a dangerous
animal, as defined in Subsection (a), above, and Section 3-101(32), the Commission may direct the owner or
custodian of the dangerous animal to confine the animal and to abate its danger to the public in accordance with
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Section 3-137 herein, or require the owner or custodian of the dangerous animal to surrender the animal to the
County and authorize the Administrator to destroy the animal.
(i)
The Administrator shall maintain a record of all known dangerous animals in Prince George's County.
(j)
If any animal shall be found at large or running at large by an Animal Control Officer or police officer and, in
the judgment of the Animal Control Officer or police officer, such animal is dangerous, and cannot be taken up
or tranquilized and impounded, such animal may be slain by the Animal Control Officer or police officer.
(CB-36-1985; CB-119-1987; CB-104-1996; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-137. - Dangerous animals; restrictions.
(a)
One or more of the following shall be required as deemed appropriate under the circumstances, and as deemed
necessary for the protection of the public or other animals for an animal declared as dangerous:
(1)
The dangerous animal shall be under the direct supervision of a responsible adult 18 years or older whenever the
animal is on public premises.
(2)
The dangerous animal shall be securely confined by the owner or custodian within a building or secure enclosure
and shall not be taken out of such building or secure enclosure unless securely restrained. The confinement
device shall be designed to: (i) prevent the escape of the animal; (ii) protect the public from unauthorized contact
with the animal; and (iii) to protect the animal from the elements.
(3)
The dangerous animal shall not be upon any street or public place, except while securely restrained, humanely
muzzled if appropriate to the species, and in the charge of a responsible adult. The muzzle must be appropriate
to the species, not to injure or interfere with the animal's vision or respiration, and be secured in a manner that
prevents it from biting any person or animal.
(4)
The dangerous animal shall be securely restrained on a leash whenever the animal is on public premises, under
the immediate control of a responsible adult.
(5)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall, at his or her own expense, have the identification number assigned to the
dangerous animal by the Administrator tattooed or microchipped upon the animal by a licensed veterinarian. The
Administrator may designate the location of the tattoo or microchip.
(6)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall display a conspicuous sign, on the premises where the animal is
permanently maintained, that a dangerous animal is located on those premises. The form and location of the sign
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shall be subject to the approval of the Administrator.
(7)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall consent to periodic inspections,in addition to annual compliance
inspections, by the Administrator.
(8)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall report the status of the animal in writing to the Administrator every three
(3) months and shall notify the Administrator immediately prior to the removal of the animal from the approved
premises.
(9)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall not sell, give away or dispose of the animal without the consent of the
Administrator.
(10)
The owner of a dangerous animal shall comply with any and all other requirements or conditions imposed by the
Commission.
(11)
The dangerous animal shall be spayed or neutered, at the owner's expense.
(12)
The dangerous animal shall be evaluated by a certified animal behaviorist, a board-certified veterinary
behaviorist, and attend an obedience/behavior training course and provide a certificate of completion. The owner
of the animal shall be responsible for all costs associated with evaluations, training or other treatment ordered
under this Section.
(b)
The owner of the animal shall be held strictly liable for any violation of this Section and for any damages caused
hereby.
(c)
If after two (2) years of being declared dangerous, there have been no further issues with the animal, the owner
can petition the Commission to have the designation and the requirements lifted.
(d)
The dangerous animal as evidenced by aggravating circumstances, or by previous unjustified attacks on a person
or animal sustaining serious injury or death, shall become the property of Prince George's County.
(e)
The owner of a dangerous animal may be banned from owning, possessing, or caring for animals for up to five
(5) years subject to the right to petition the Board for a waiver based on good cause shown.
(CB-36-1985; CB-119-1987; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
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Sec. 3-138. - Confinement of animal in heat.
When a female dog or cat is in estrus or in a condition commonly known as "in heat," its owner or custodian
shall prevent its contact with another dog or cat, or the attraction of dogs or cats to the premises in which the
female dog or cat is kept. Every female cat or dog in heat shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in
such manner that the female dog or cat cannot come into contact with a male dog or cat, except for intentional
breeding purposes.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-139. - Defecation; Removal of excrement.
(a)
No person owning, keeping, or having custody of an animal, except a service animal, shall allow or permit
excrement of such animal to remain on public property, including streets as defined in Section 1-102(a)(34).
(b)
No person shall allow defecating on private property without the consent of the owner or occupant thereof.
(c)
The person owning, keeping, or having custody of the animal shall immediately remove the excrement deposited
by the animal.
(CB-36-1985; CB-3-1987; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-140. - Strays and unwanted animals.
(a)
Stray dogs, cats, and other animals for which ownership cannot readily be established shall automatically
become the property of Prince George's County, Maryland, and shall fall subject to the provisions of Section 3129 herein.
(b)
Any stray animal found by any individual shall forthwith be delivered to the Animal Services and Adoption
Center or to an Animal Control Officer.
(c)
All unwanted animals received by the Animal Services and Adoption Center shall be processed under and shall
be subject to the provisions of Section 3-122 of this Subtitle.
(d)
No person shall harbor or hold for reward or procure a license for a dog or other animal which has strayed upon
his premises or which has been taken into custody on a public street, highway, or other public place
unaccompanied by its owner or custodian or which has been stolen from its owner. Nothing in this Subsection
shall be construed to prohibit any person from taking custody of a stray animal for purposes of delivering it to
the Animal Services and Adoption Center.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
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Sec. 3-141. - Theft of animals.
(a)
No person except an Animal Control Officer or law enforcement officer acting in the course of his duties shall
intentionally entice, take, or carry away any companion animal or other animal without the owner's consent.
(b)
Except as provided in Section 3-123, any person who steals, entices, takes, or carries away any animal, the
property of another, without the owner's consent and with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of his or
her property in such animal shall be guilty of the crime of theft. Upon conviction, he or she may be punished in
the same manner and to the same extent as if the animal were the personal goods of the owner.
(c)
Every person convicted of a violation of Subsection (b) shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
subject to a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and to a term of imprisonment not to exceed
ninety (90) days, or both. One-half of any such fine shall be remitted to the owner of such animal.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-142. - Irresponsible owners.
(a)
An owner or custodian shall be declared to be an irresponsible owner if:
(1)
they allow their animal to inflict bites on a human or another domesticated animal either on public or private
property;
(2)
they allow their animal to chase or approach a person in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, or
with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injury, or otherwise to threaten
the safety of humans or animals;
(3)
they fail to provide proper care and treatment for an animal;
(4)
they fail to provide humane training for appropriate temperament and response;
(5)
they fail to take precautions to abate aggressive behavior; prevent an imminent threat, assault or disturbance; or
ensure surrounding circumstances and environment do not create or give rise to potentially dangerous situations.
(b)
An irresponsible owner may be banned from owning, possessing, or caring for animals for up to five (5) years
subject to the right to petition the Board for a waiver based on good cause shown.
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(c)
The Commission may mandate dangerous animal restrictions for any violations of this Section.
(d)
Nothing in this Division shall be construed to exempt any animal owner or custodian from compliance of the
requirements for responsible animal ownership. An animal owner or custodian found guilty of provisions of this
Division shall be declared to be an irresponsible owner.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-143. - Liability for injury to or destruction of an animal at large.
Any person who subdues or takes custody of or destroys any animal shall not be liable for any damages if the
animal is found to be at large or running at large at the time of destruction and is in the act of pursuing,
attacking, or wounding a human or another animal, whether or not such other animal is properly licensed as
required by this Subtitle.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-144. - Disposal of an animal carcass.
(a)
The owner or custodian of an animal may not deposit or leave such animal upon its death on public or private
property. If a dog, cat, or ferret has a history of a bite or nonbite exposure to a human within ten (10) days prior
to its death, it must be tested for rabies. Each dead animal shall be promptly disposed of by cremation, in
accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations, burial, or other sanitary means so long as there
has been no human bite or nonbite exposure.
(b)
The Administrator, upon request of any person, shall pick up dead dogs, cats, and other small domestic animals
for disposal for a fee not to exceed the actual cost of such pickup and disposal.
(c)
In addition to other assigned duties, agents of the Administrator shall collect all dead animals found on Countyowned property or highways and the Administrator shall be authorized to dispose of such carcasses.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
DIVISION 5. - LICENSES AND STANDARDS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - PET LICENSES.
Sec. 3-145. - Ferret, dog, and cat licenses.
(a)
A ferret, dog, or cat which is four (4) months of age or older shall be licensed by the owner as herein provided.
(b)
The licensing requirement of this Subdivision shall not apply to any animal belonging to a nonresident of the
County and kept within the boundaries of the County for not longer than thirty (30) days. All such animals shall,
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at the time of entry into the County, be properly vaccinated against rabies and, while kept within the County,
shall meet all other requirements of this Subtitle.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-146. - License application; fees; exemption and notice conditions.
(a)
Application for license shall be made to the Department. The license fee shall be Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00)
per year for all ferrets, dogs, and cats. The license fee may be collected for a multi-year period. The license fee
shall be reduced to Ten Dollars ($10.00) where there is proof that the animal has been spayed or neutered or
where the Administrator, in the Administrator's sole discretion, has determined that the animal cannot be spayed
or neutered because of size, age, or other physical condition. The license fee shall be reduced to Five Dollars
($5.00) where there is proof that a dog is under training in a recognized program to provide assistance dog
guides, provided that if the dog is removed from training, the license fee shall be Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00)
per year.
(b)
(1)
Assistance dogs (guide, hearing, service, seizure alert, etc.) and dogs in police canine units shall be provided
licenses without charge.
(2)
Residents showing proof of being age sixty-five (65) or older shall be provided licenses, without charge, for a
maximum of two (2) pets providing the resident produces documentation that the pets have been spayed or
neutered, and are up to date on rabies shots.
(c)
The application for a ferret, dog, or cat license shall state the name and address of the owner, and the name,
breed, color, age, and sex of the animal and rabies vaccination information.
(d)
A valid certificate of rabies inoculation or other evidence of vaccination issued by a licensed veterinarian or
antirabies clinic recognized by the Administrator shall accompany the application.
(e)
The requirement of a rabies certificate being presented with the application may be postponed ten (10) days from
the recovery of the ferret, dog, or cat from an illness or injury if the application is accompanied by the certificate
of a licensed veterinarian stating that the condition of the ferret, dog, or cat is such that inoculation would be
detrimental to its health. During the period of postponement, the ferret, dog, or cat shall be confined within a
building or secure enclosure.
(f)
Whenever it comes to the attention of the Administrator that a ferret, dog, or cat is unlicensed, the Administrator
may contact the owner of the animal and require the owner to make application for a license and require the
owner to pay the required license fee. If the owner refuses to obtain a license or procure immunization for his
animal, the Administrator may make demand upon the owner to surrender the animal for humane disposition. If
the owner refuses to surrender the animal, the Administrator shall refer the matter to the Office of Law. The
358/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Office of Law may seek equitable relief in an appropriate court, including, but not limited to, a mandatory
injunction requiring the owner of the animal either to have his animal immunized and obtain the required pet
license or to surrender the animal for humane disposition.
(CB-36-1985; CB-100-1991; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-85-2004; CB-9-2005; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-147. - Same: Time to apply; renewal; penalty.
(a)
An owner shall apply for a license within ten (10) days after a ferret, dog, or cat becomes four (4) months of age.
(b)
Any person moving into, and establishing a residence in, the County with a ferret, dog, or cat must apply for
licenses for each ferret, dog, or cat within thirty (30) days of establishing residence.
(c)
Reserved.
(d)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, the Director may, establish a systematic method for
administering the renewal of licenses under this Division, including, but not limited to, establishing staggered
renewal dates for existing licenses and prorating license fees based on such renewal dates. In no event shall the
Director restrict the right of a licensee, under any initial license issued in accordance with the provisions of this
Division, to an initial term of less than one (1) year from the date of issuance;
(e)
Failure to make timely application for an initial license as stated in Subsections (a) and (b), above, or for renewal
of a license shall result in the assessment of a penalty of Three Dollars and fifty cents ($3.50).
(CB-36-1985; CB-89-1988; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-148. - Same; Licenses and Tags.
(a)
Upon payment of a ferret, dog or cat license fee, a numbered license tag shall be issued to the owner, which shall
bear the name of the County.
(b)
The license tag shall be securely fastened to each dog's collar or harness, which shall be worn by the dog at all
times unless the dog is engaged in supervised hunting, exhibition, or other sport where a collar would endanger
the dog's safety or adversely affect its hunting, exhibition, or sport purpose.
(c)
Any dog not wearing a license tag shall prima facie be deemed to be unlicensed. Under this Subtitle the burden
of proof of the fact that such dog has been licensed or is not required to wear a tag shall be on the owner or
custodian of the dog.
(d)
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A replacement metal license tag to replace a lost tag shall be issued to the owner of the ferret, dog, or cat upon
application to the Department and the payment of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00).
(CB-36-1985; CB-89-1988; CB-109-1997; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-148.01. - Animal hobby permit.
(a)
No person may keep or harbor five (5) or more animals over the age of four (4) months, that require a County
license,without first obtaining an animal hobby permit as provided herein. Except as provided herein, no
household may keep, harbor, or foster five (5) companion animals, with a limit of ten (10) over the age of four
(4) months without first obtaining an animal hobby permit as set forth in Section 3-148.02.
(b)
Any household keeping, harboring, or fostering more than ten (10) animals prior to the effective date of this law
may continue to harbor, foster, or keep such animals as are in existence. Said household cannot replace existing
animals beyond the number allowed in Subsection (a), above.
(c)
This Section shall not apply to a licensed animal holding facility, a licensed veterinary hospital, a circus or
travelling exhibition, or the keeping of farm animals, fish, or birds.
(CB-100-1991; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-148.02. - Animal hobby permit application; fees; term and standards.
(a)
Application for an animal hobby permit shall be made to the Department on forms prescribed by the Director.
The annual fee shall be Five Dollars ($5.00).
(b)
The permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issue. Application for a permit must be made within thirty
(30) days of acquiring five (5) or more animals as set forth in Section 3-148.01, or within thirty (30) days of
establishing a residence in the County with five (5) or more animals as set forth in Section 3-148.01.
(c)
No permit shall be issued unless:
(1)
Each ferret, dog, or cat has a valid County license;
(2)
There exists proper space and safe means of confinement for each animal;
(3)
Each animal is provided proper care, proper shelter and protection from the weather;
(4)
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Evidence exists that each animal has been provided proper veterinary care;
(5)
No objectionable odors or noises exist that might disturb the neighborhood or otherwise cause a public nuisance
condition to exist;
(6)
All animals on the property are kept in compliance with any and all Federal, State, and local laws and
regulations as pertain to animals.
(d)
An Animal Control Officer shall inspect for compliance with Subsection 3-148.02(c), above, before any animal
hobby permit shall be issued.
(e)
The permit shall be issued for the address and owner listed on the application and shall not be transferable to any
other address or owner.
(CB-100-1991; CB-109-1997; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-148.03. - Animal Foster Care Permit.
(a)
Any group or organization which provides temporary holding, care, and treatment for a companion animal
pending permanent adoption may apply for an animal foster care permit. The requirements are:
(1)
The group or organization must be approved and registered with the Animal Services Division of the Prince
George's County Department of the Environment and meet the following requirements:
(A)
Proof of Federal registration as a nonprofit or not-for-profit organization;
(B)
Proof of incorporation in the state in which they do business, as well as proof of good standing; and
(C)
Compliance with all Federal, State, and local laws.
(2)
Each individual location fostering animals must be registered with the Animal Services Division. The custodian
must be associated with a group or organization registered with the Prince George's County Animal Services
Division.
(3)

361/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Each foster location is limited to ten (10) animals including animals owned by the custodians, residents, or
caregivers. Any foster location housing more than ten (10) animals must apply for an Animal Holding Center
permit.
(4)
Each foster location must be inspected on an annual basis upon renewal of the permit. In addition, the Animal
Services Division may inspect the location for compliance with requirements for the care and maintenance of
each animal.
(5)
Each animal owned by custodians, residents, or caregivers at each foster location must be legally registered with
Prince George's County and must be up-to-date on rabies inoculations and other required preventative care
requirements.
(6)
Animals being held for temporary foster care may be kept for ninety (90) days without being licensed by Prince
George's County. An extension of no more than sixty (60) days may be applied for, and may be granted by, the
Associate Director of the Animal Services Division. After that time, the animals will be considered owned
animals and must be licensed with the County. The Animal Services Division must be notified when a new
animal is accepted for temporary foster care and when an animal is adopted from the foster location. The Animal
Services Division will maintain and keep current a list of animals at each foster location.
(7)
With the exception of the animal licensing requirement, each foster location must meet the requirements set forth
for an animal hobby permit. In addition to the penalties set forth for failure to obtain or maintain an animal foster
care permit, the custodian is also subject to fines for failure to obtain an animal license for each animal held in
custody.
(CB-26-2001; CB-30-2014; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-148.04. - Penalties, denial; revocation.
(a)
Failure to obtain an animal hobby or foster care permit as required in Sections 3-148.01 and 3-148.03 shall result
in a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second
offense, and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each subsequent offense in a two (2) year period.
(b)
The Department shall deny any application for an animal hobby or foster care permit if the Administrator
determines that the applicant is in violation of the standards herein.
(c)
The Director may revoke the animal hobby or foster care permit if the Director determines that the owner or
custodian is in violation of the standards herein.
(d)
The Director shall give written notice of denial or revocation of an animal hobby or foster care permit to the
applicant or permittee at the address shown on the permit application. The notice shall set forth the reasons for
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the denial or revocation.
(e)
The denial or revocation shall be effective on the date set forth therein.
(f)
The decision to deny or revoke an animal hobby or foster care permit may be appealed to the Commission for
Animal Control within ten (10) days of the date of the letter of denial or revocation. Any such appeal shall be
governed by Sections 3-110 and 3-111 of this Subtitle.
(g)
Any animals found to be maintained in violation of the standards set forth herein may be subject to
impoundment by the County.
(CB-100-1991; CB-26-2001)
SUBDIVISION 2. - ANIMAL HOLDING CENTER LICENSES.
PART 1. - DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 3-149. - Animal holding facility license.
No person may own or operate an animal holding facility in the County without an appropriate animal holding
facility license for each location where the facility is in operation.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-150. - Animal holding facility license defined.
Animal holding facility license shall mean and refer to the license required to be obtained and held by any
animal holding facility under this Subdivision, without regard to the type or types of facility licensed. The
Department, subject to the provisions of this Subdivision, shall issue animal holding facility licenses which shall
be denominated according to the type of facility licensed.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-151. - Application for animal holding center license.
(a)
Every person required to obtain and hold an animal holding center license shall make application for an animal
holding center license to the Department upon forms prescribed by the Director. The application shall be
accompanied by an annual license fee as prescribed herein. A Use and Occupancy permit is required for each
animal holding center.
(b)
The applicant for an animal holding facility license shall make his application to the Department upon a form
prescribed by the Director. The application shall be signed by the proprietor, if an individual, or by the president
or vice president, if a corporation, or by a general partner, if a partnership. The application shall state the name
and address of the individual applicant; name, location, and the business address of the animal holding facility;
the name and home and business address of the manager or operator of the facility; the name and regular
business address of the applicant; and the species and number of animals to be housed in the animal holding
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facility. The application shall also specify the type or types of animal holding facility for which a license is
sought. The Administrator may promulgate regulations requiring additional information in the application.
(c)
A combined license may be obtained when a person desires to operate more than one type of animal holding
facility at the same location. The applicant for a combined license shall be required to meet the standards for
each type of facility and shall pay a combined fee which shall be:
(1)
The highest single license fee for the animal holding facilities to be operated; and
(2)
One-half of each remaining license fee.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-152. - Inspection of Center.
(a)
The Administrator shall inspect the applicant's establishment and determine whether it is in satisfactory
condition and properly operated under the provisions of this Subtitle. The Administrator shall determine the
species which may be housed or held in the center. The Administrator shall issue regulations setting forth
standards and criteria for determining the maximum number of animals of different type or species to be
maintained in an animal holding center.
(b)
The Administrator shall conduct additional unannounced inspections of animal holding facilities in the County
during regular business hours to insure compliance by the facilities with the requirements of this Subtitle and the
regulations promulgated by the Administrator.
(c)
The Administrator shall request the assistance of the Health Officer in making determinations when appropriate.
(d)
If reinspection is required due to the applicant's failure to comply with provisions of this Subtitle or other
regulations, the applicant shall be charged Ten Dollars ($10.00) upon the first reinspection and Twenty-five
Dollars ($25.00)for any subsequent reinspection.
(CB-36-1985; CB-60-1992; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-153. - Issuance of animal holding facility license.
If the Administrator and/or the Health Officer determine that the establishment is in satisfactory condition and
properly operated under the provisions of this Subtitle, the Department shall issue to the applicant an animal
holding facility license upon a form of certificate prescribed by the Director. The license certificates shall be
consecutively numbered, shall state the year of issuance and period of effectiveness, and shall state the location
of the animal holding facility licensed, the type of animal holding facility or facilities licensed, the type or
species, and maximum number of animals to be maintained therein. The license shall be conspicuously placed
for public viewing.
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(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-154. - License transferability.
(a)
Animal holding center licenses are not transferable. The new owner or operator of the animal holding center
shall make application to the Department pursuant to this Subdivision.
(b)
The Director may issue a temporary license to the new owner or operator of an existing animal holding center to
permit its continuing operation pending the Director's decision on the license application.
(c)
The temporary license may be issued, provided:
(1)
The application by the new owner or operator for the regular animal holding facility license has been filed with
the Department; and
(2)
The facility is not the subject of a pending Animal Control violation or citation upon which final action has not
been completed.
(d)
The temporary license shall be valid until the Director's decision is rendered on the application for the regular
license. Issuance of the temporary license does not bar a decision by the Director to deny the application
pursuant to Section 3-155(a).
(CB-36-1985; CB-97-1987; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-155. - Denial, suspension, or revocation of animal holding center license.
(a)
The Director shall deny any application for an animal holding center license if the Administrator or the Health
Officer determines that the applicant's establishment is in violation of the general standards or specific standards
prescribed herein.
(b)
The Director may suspend or revoke the animal holding facility license of any licensee if he determines that the
licensee's establishment is in violation of, or is not operated in accordance with, the general standards prescribed
below or the specific standards applicable to the licensee's animal holding facility.
(c)
The Director shall give written notice of the denial, suspension, or revocation of an animal holding facility to the
licensee at the address shown upon the animal holding facility license certificate. The notice shall specify in
detail the facts from which the Director determines that the licensee's establishment is in violation of this
Subtitle.
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(d)
The denial, suspension, or revocation of an animal holding facility license shall be effective on the date set forth
therein, which effective date shall be not sooner than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice to the
licensee.
(e)
The decision of the Director to deny, suspend, or revoke an animal holding facility license shall be final, except
as provided in Section 3-156.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-156. - Appeal of decision to deny, suspend, or revoke an animal holding center license.
(a)
The decision of the Director to deny, suspend, or revoke an animal holding facility license may be appealed by
the applicant or licensee to the Board of Administrative Appeals.
(b)
The applicant or licensee must give written notice of its appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals within
thirty (30) days from the date of the written notice of the decision to deny, suspend, or revoke the license.
(c)
The filing of an appeal shall not negate the effectiveness of the Director's decision unless and until the Director's
disposition is reversed on appeal.
(d)
An appeal of a decision to suspend or deny the renewal of or to revoke a license shall suspend the operation of
that decision.
(e)
The Board of Administrative Appeals shall conduct a public hearing. In appeals from a denial of a license, the
applicant shall have the burden of proof to establish his entitlement to a license. In an appeal from the
suspension, revocation, or denial of renewal of a license, the Department shall have the burden of proof to
establish by preponderance of the evidence that the suspension, revocation, or denial of renewal was correct. The
Board of Administrative Appeals shall decide only whether the action of the Director was supported by
substantial evidence. The applicant or licensee shall have the opportunity to present evidence, to cross-examine
witnesses for the Department, and may be represented by an attorney at any hearing. Failure on the part of the
applicant or the licensee to appear for the hearing shall be deemed a waiver of the right to a hearing.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-157. - Term of animal holding facility license; renewal.
Animal holding facility licenses shall be valid from the date of issuance for a period of one calendar year. The
licensee must apply to the Department for renewal. Application for renewal, accompanied by the annual animal
holding facility license fee, shall be made not less than thirty (30) days before the expiration date without
penalty. Failure to make timely application for an initial license or for renewal of a license shall result in the
assessment by the Department of a penalty of fifty percent (50%) in addition to the full annual license fee. The
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Director, upon receipt of an application for renewal of a license, shall conduct an inspection of the licensed
establishment and shall determine whether it continues to comply with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-36-1985)
PART 2. - GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ANIMAL HOLDING FACILITIES.
Sec. 3-158. - Environmental health.
(a)
All animal holding facilities shall provide the following in consideration of the species, age, condition, weight,
and size, for each animal housed or kept in the center:
(1)
Proper food;
(2)
Proper water;
(3)
Proper shelter and protection from the weather;
(4)
Proper space;
(5)
Proper exercise;
(6)
Proper care;
(7)
Proper veterinary care;
(8)
Proper grooming;
(9)
Proper light;
(10)
Proper transportation;
(11)
Proper air; and
367/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(12)
Proper cleaning.
(b)
Animal holding facilities shall also provide for any and all other requirements and standards as specified in this
Subdivision for the particular type of center.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-159. - Animal health and veterinary care.
(a)
Any animal in an animal holding facility which is injured or which shows signs of illness or symptoms of
contagious disease shall be immediately isolated in such manner as to prevent the spread of such illness or
disease to other animals or to prevent the exacerbation of any injury.
(b)
All sick, diseased, or injured animals in an animal holding facility shall be provided immediate veterinary care
by a doctor of veterinary medicine licensed to practice in the State of Maryland or under the supervision of such
licensed veterinarian.
(c)
Cages, crates, enclosures, or other areas in which animals have been housed or held shall be decontaminated
before being used by another animal.
(d)
No animal that is ill or diseased, shows visible evidence of any current illness or disease, or is injured in any way
may be sold, exhibited in a petting zoo, used as a guard dog or for guard dog training, or used or exhibited for
equestrian training or show.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
PART 3. - PARTICULAR LICENSES AND STANDARDS.
Sec. 3-160. - Kennel license.
(a)
No person may operate a kennel without first obtaining a kennel license. Research facilities wherein bona fide
medical or other scientific research (including, but not limited to, dental, pharmaceutical and biological research)
is being conducted and other animal holding establishments which are licensed by Federal law or operated by
agencies or contractors of the United States, the State of Maryland or of any Maryland local government are
excluded from the kennel licensing requirements of this Subtitle.
(b)
The applicant shall pay an annual kennel license fee as follows:
(1) Authorized to house less than ten (10) animals
(2) Authorized to house ten (10) but less than fifty (50) animals

$75.00
$125.00
368/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(3) Authorized to house fifty (50) but less than one hundred (100 animals $175.00
(4) Authorized to house one hundred (100) or more animals

$250.00

(c)
The holder of a commercial kennel license shall make and retain for one year records of the names and addresses
of persons who board, buy, or otherwise receive dogs from the kennel.
(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-161. - Guard dog facility; license required.
(a)
No person shall train, own or keep any dog to be used as a guard dog without obtaining a guard dog license for
each location where a guard dog is kept. This Section shall not apply to governmental agencies.
(b)
The application for the guard dog license shall state:
(1)
The name and address of the owner, the trainer, and/or the handler;
(2)
The location of the guard dog facility; and
(3)
The maximum number of dogs to be housed in the facility.
(c)
The fee for a guard dog license shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per year. The license fee shall be in addition to
any kennel license fee required under this Subtitle.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-162. - Pet shop license.
(a)
No person may operate a pet shop without first obtaining a pet shop license as provided herein.
(b)
The holder of a pet shop license shall make and retain for one year records of the names and addresses of
persons who buy or otherwise receive ferrets, dogs, or cats from the pet shop.
(c)
The annual license fee for a pet shop shall be Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00).
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(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-163. - Petting zoo license.
(a)
A person may not operate a petting zoo without first obtaining a petting zoo license as provided herein.
(b)
A petting zoo license must be obtained thirty (30) days prior to the petting zoo operating in the County
regardless of the length of time of operation, i.e. for one hour, one day, one week, etc.
(c)
The application for a petting zoo license shall be accompanied by a site plan of the petting zoo, showing all
cages/crates, enclosures, security fences and other arrangements for public security and animal care and feeding.
(d)
The petting zoo license fee shall be One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00). The petting zoo license shall be valid
for the time(s) and date(s) stated in the application but in no event shall a petting zoo license be valid for a
period in excess of one calendar year.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-164. - Cattery license.
(a)
No person may operate a cattery without first obtaining a cattery license as provided herein.
(b)
The annual fee for a cattery license shall be as follows:
(1) Cattery authorized to house less than ten (10) cats
(2) Cattery authorized to house ten (10) but less than fifty (50) cats

$75.00
$125.00

(3) Cattery authorized to house fifty (50) but less than one hundred (100) cats $175.00
(4) Authorized to house one hundred (100) or more cats

$250.00

(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-165. - Riding school and stable license.
(a)
No person may operate a riding school or commercial stable without first having obtained a riding school and
stable license as provided herein.
(b)
This Section shall not apply to any private stable wherein the owner houses or stables only his own horses.
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(c)
The annual fee for a riding school and stable license shall be as follows:
(1) School or stable authorized to house or display less than ten (10) horses

$50.00

(2) School or stable authorized to house or display ten (10) but less than twenty (20) horses $100.00
(3) School or stable authorized to house or display twenty (20) or more horses

$150.00

(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-166. - Commercial pet distribution facility license.
(a)
No person may operate a commercial pet distribution facility, without first obtaining a commercial pet
distribution facility license.
(b)
Commercial pet distribution facility means a commercial establishment where animals are held for sale at
wholesale or for distribution to other commercial establishments or users, sellers, or consumers of animals other
than private pet owners or to zoological parks, aviaries, or aquariums.
(c)
The annual fee for a commercial pet distribution facility license shall be as follows:
(1) Facility authorized to house less than one hundred (100) animals

$100.00

(2) Facility authorized to house one hundred (100) but less than two hundred fifty (250)
animals

$150.00

(3) Facility authorized to house two hundred fifty (250) or more animals

$200.00

(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-167. - Grooming establishment license.
(a)
No person may operate a grooming establishment without first obtaining a grooming establishment license as
provided herein.
(b)
The annual fee for a grooming establishment license shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and the establishment is
authorized to hold up to fifty (50) animals for the day (12 hour period).
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-168. - Standards for kennel or cattery.
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(a)
All kennels and catteries shall provide for each dog or cat:
(1)
A cage, crate or run of sufficient size to allow its occupant to stand up, lie down, and turn around without
touching the sides or top. Cage floors shall be made of nonporous, impervious material and, unless radiantly
heated, shall be equipped with a resting board or other bedding. Appropriate drainage is required between cages,
crates and runs to prevent cross-contamination from waste materials or cleaning water. If animals are housed in
two (2) or more levels, no waste or other matter from the upper levels is permitted to contaminate other levels.
(2)
Access to outside areas on a temporary basis, provided the outside area is of sufficient size with secure fencing
and a secure latched gate. The outside area must be capable of being properly cleaned. In the event of weather
extremes, an animal permitted outside must have access to inside runs or other proper shelter. Animals in
kennels or catteries may not be permanently kept outside.
(3)
Enclosures, cages, crates, and exercise areas which shall be kept clean, dry, and in a sanitary condition, and
which shall provide proper air, a temperature maintained at normal conditions (a minimum of sixty-five (65)
degrees Fahrenheit, and a maximum of seventy-five (75) degrees Fahrenheit) on the premises, except for those
animals requiring higher temperatures, and proper protection from the weather.
(b)
Where the holder of a kennel or cattery license is engaged in breeding of more than one (1) litter per year and/or
the buying and selling of dogs and/or cats, the standards for pet shops and commercial pet distribution facilities,
as prescribed in Section 3-170, shall apply to those animals being bred or held for sale, exchange, or purchase.
(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-169. - Standards for Guard Dog Facilities.
(a)
All owners or trainers of guard dogs shall, in addition to the requirements provided in Section 3-168, comply
with, but are not limited to, the standards of this Section whenever any dog is to be trained or used as a guard
dog. Failure to comply with these standards shall be grounds for denial or revocation of the license.
(b)
Dogs being trained or used as guard dogs must be able to demonstrate obedience training, but they shall not be
subjected to cruel or inhumane treatment prohibited by State law or this Subtitle.
(c)
Guard dogs must be under the control of a responsible adult handler when they are being trained or utilized.
(d)
Kennel, training, and work site areas for guard dogs must meet the following requirements;
(1)
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Runs must have at least six foot (6') fences completely surrounding them to which anticlimbers are added at the
top or the top is completely covered and anti-diggers at the bottom of the runs.
(2)
All gates and entrances to the runs, kennel, training or work site area must be kept locked so that the public is
unable to enter.
(3)
The kennel, training, or work site area must be enclosed within a building to which the public does not have
access or by fences at least eight feet (8') high to which anticlimbers and anti-diggers are added. Fences must be
kept escape proof.
(e)
Guard dogs may not be allowed in any area to which the public has access unless they are securely restrained,
humanely muzzled, and under the control of an adult handler.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-170. - Standards for pet shops and commercial pet distribution facilities.
(a)
A pet shop or commercial pet distribution facility receiving animals from a common carrier shall take delivery
and physical possession of those animals within four (4) hours after notification by the carrier that the animal
has arrived at the carrier's point of delivery.
(b)
No sick animals may be sold or further transferred in the course of commercial distribution until transfer is
approved by a veterinarian. All animals and birds received by a pet shop or commercial pet distribution center
shall be isolated until they can be examined. The examination shall be conducted in an area separate and apart
from the housing or display area provided for other animals. Any bird or animal exhibiting illness, disease, or a
present crippling deformity must be provided with immediate and proper care and treatment by a licensed
veterinarian.
(c)
Animals with only present crippling deformities or noncontagious health problems may be placed in an area
with healthy animals or returned to the breeder, broker, or shipper. Animals with noncontagious diseases or
present crippling deformities may be given away as pets if the recipient signs a written release indicating that the
recipient is aware of the deformity or noncontagious disease and agrees to spay or neuter the animal at the
appropriate age and releases the pet shop from responsibility for that condition. Animals with present crippling
deformities or known noncontagious diseases may not be sold or displayed.
(d)
A pet shop or commercial pet distribution facility shall maintain healthy animals in an area separate and apart
from diseased animals. Healthy animals shall be provided with a ventilation system designed and operated to
prevent air from housing areas for diseased animals from reaching areas in which healthy animals are housed.
The ventilation system shall provide a reasonably healthy method of air entry, circulation, and filtration, and the
system shall condition the air to eliminate noxious substances and objectionable odors.
(e)
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A pet shop or commercial pet distribution facility shall maintain under normal conditions a minimum
temperature of 65 degrees F and maximum temperature of 75 degrees F on the premises, except for those
animals which require higher temperatures. There shall be a visible working thermometer in the display window
where animals are shown and any area where animals are being kept.
(f)
A pet shop or commercial pet distribution facility shall have all canines and felines on the premises examined by
a veterinarian every fourteen (14) days for compliance with Section 3-159 and appropriate records signed by the
attending veterinarian. All animals shall be checked daily for signs of illness.
(g)
In every pet shop or commercial pet distribution facility, all canines shall have received distemper, parvovirus,
hepatitis, and leptospirosis inoculations as required by applicable law or regulation prior to shipping, or prior to
display upon receipt by the pet or commercial distribution facility after consultation with the attending
veterinarian. Felines shall have received vaccine inoculations with FVRCP as required by applicable law or
regulation prior to shipping, or prior to display upon receipt by the pet or commercial distribution facility after
consultation with the attending veterinarian. The pet shop or distribution facility shall have canines checked for
worms on a routine basis and wormed if necessary. This Subsection does not permit a pet shop or commercial
pet distribution facility to accept, sell, or display a dog or cat younger than eight (8) weeks of age.
(h)
All ill animals, maimed animals, and animals with present crippling deformities shall be under the care of a
veterinarian at the expense of the pet shop or distribution facility until they are permanently cured, humanely
destroyed, or properly given away. Any animal certified by a veterinarian to be healthy may be transferred or
sold.
(i)
(1)
It shall be a violation for any pet dealer to sell a dog or cat without providing the consumer with a pet dealer's
animal history certificate at the time the consumer takes possession of the dog or cat. The pet dealer's animal
history certificate shall be signed by the pet dealer, or the dealer's agent or employee, and shall contain the
following information:
(A)
The animal's breed, sex, age, color, and birth date;
(B)
The name and address of the person from whom the pet dealer purchased the animal;
(C)
The breeder's name and address;
(D)
The date on which the animal was examined by a veterinarian, the name and address of such veterinarian, and a
brief statement of any findings made; and
(E)
374/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A statement of all vaccinations administered to the animal, including the identity and quantity of the vaccine, the
name and address of such veterinarian, and a brief statement of all findings.
(2)
The information contained in the pet dealer's animal history certificate required in paragraph (1), above, shall be
informative only, and the pet dealer shall not be responsible in any manner for the accuracy of such information
unless the dealer knows or has reason to know that such information is erroneous. A copy of the pet dealer's
animal history certificate signed by the consumer shall be maintained by the pet dealer for a period of one year
following the date of sale.
(3)
It shall be a violation for a pet dealer to include in the pet dealer's animal history certificate provided for in
paragraphs (1) and (2), above, any false or misleading statement regarding the information to be contained
therein.
(4)
If, at any time within ten (10) days following receipt of an animal by a consumer, a veterinarian certifies such
animal to have been unfit for purchase due to illness, a congenital defect deleterious to the health of the animal,
or the presence of symptoms of a contagious or infectious disease, the pet dealer shall afford the consumer the
right to choose one of the following options:
(A)
The right to return the animal and receive a refund of the purchase price including sales tax; or
(B)
The right to return the animal and to receive an exchange animal of equivalent value from the dealer, subject to
the choice of the consumer.
(5)
The refund required in paragraph (4), above, shall be made by the pet dealer not later than ten (10) business days
following receipt of a signed veterinary certificate as hereinafter provided. A pet dealer shall give notice
hereinafter set forth in writing to a consumer prior to the delivery of an animal. Such notice shall be embodied in
either a written contract, the pet dealer's animal history certificate, or a separate document and shall state in at
least ten point (10 pt.) bold face type the following:
NOTICE
The sale of animals is subject to the provisions of Section 3-170(i). In the event that a
veterinarian certifies your animal to have been unfit for purchase within ten (10)
business days following receipt of your animal, you may choose:
(1) To return your animal and receive a refund of the purchase price; or
(2) To return the animal and receive an exchange animal of your choice of equivalent
value.
In order to exercise these rights, you must present a written veterinary certification,
indicating that the animal was unfit for purchase, to the pet dealer within three (3)
business days after receiving such certification.
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(6)
If the consumer agrees, the pet shop may provide to the animal purchaser free veterinary treatment for any
illness or condition existing at the time of sale that is diagnosed by a veterinarian within ten (10) days of the date
of sale. The initial examination fee, office visit fee, vaccine cost, and inoculation fee are to be the pet owner's
responsibility. The pet shop shall choose the veterinarian who is to provide treatment for the illness or condition.
(j)
The pet shop shall maintain an accurate individual history and health record for each dog or cat and lot records
for birds. The records shall contain the name of the pet shop; a full description of the animal; the name and
address of the person from whom the animal was obtained and the federal dealer identification number, if
available; the date of the animal's entry into the State of Maryland; the animal's date of birth; the name and
address of the breeder; the name and address of the broker; the name and address of the shipper; a record of all
vaccines administered to the animal and the date of administration; a record of any disease of the animal
observed while in the possession of the pet shop, including, but not limited to, symptoms of illness, diagnosed
illness, treatment, medication, and prognosis, if known; and the date of sale or other disposition.
(k)
The pet shop shall maintain a record of sale for each bird in conformance with the requirements of the
Department of Health.
(l)
All cages must meet the following requirements:
(1)
All cages are to be constructed of nonabsorbent, nonporous, and impervious material.
(2)
The floors of the primary enclosure shall be constructed so as to protect the animals' feet and legs from injury.
Primary enclosures for animals, except cats, may have wire or grid flooring provided that the gauge of the wire
or grid material is of proper size to support the animal(s) and to prevent sagging under the weight of the animal
and provided that the mesh openings are of a suitable size for the age and species of the animal. Wire or grid
flooring for small animals (quadrupeds), shall have mesh openings of such size as to prevent the animals' feet
from passing through the openings.
(3)
Each primary enclosure shall be constructed and maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow each
animal to turn about freely and to easily stand, sit, or lie in a comfortable position. Containing a dog by means of
tying or chaining shall not be permitted, except that a dog may be restrained when grooming if the chain is
placed or attached to a well-fitted collar. The area of confinement for cats shall be large enough to permit proper
exercise for the animals.
(4)
A primary enclosure for a cat shall have a litter pan made from nonabsorbent material, or disposable pans
containing sufficient clean litter to contain the excreta.
(5)
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There shall be available for cleaning and sanitation a sufficient supply of hot running water and an effective
chemical sanitizing agent.
(6)
If a cage is made of material which can be scratched, they shall be steam cleaned or cleaned with an effective
disinfectant every fourteen (14) days and before the introduction of another animal. Cage walls and ceiling shall
have a smooth, washable surface and shall be finished in a light color and kept in a clean, safe, and sanitary
condition.
(m)
All areas of confinement, display, storage, and sales shall be maintained in a rodent-free, vermin-free, and
sanitary condition. These areas shall be cleaned and disinfected regularly as conditions warrant. All cages shall
be cleaned and disinfected daily. Feed and water dishes shall be emptied and sanitized at least once daily. No
animal is permitted to be maintained in an area being cleaned until this process is completed and the area is dry.
Sipper tube water bottles, if used, shall be kept clean and sanitized regularly and kept free of dirt, debris, and
algae.
(n)
At least one (1) sink or tub equipped with both hot and cold running water shall be provided within the building
in a location easily accessible to the areas where animals are housed. All wastes or sewage shall be discharged to
a Health Department approved waste disposal system. Floors shall be smooth and easily cleanable and kept in a
clean, safe, and sanitary condition. Where flooding or steaming methods are employed for cleaning floors,
proper means shall be provided for removal of waste water. Water shall not be permitted to pool under
equipment, partitions, animal enclosures, or other places within the building. Any animal enclosure which is
subject to waste water runoff after cleaning or subject to the influence of weather shall be connected to an
approved waste water disposal system.
(o)
A pet shop may not confine or display animals of different species in the same cage or enclosure, except that
fish, birds, and nonpoisonous reptiles of different but compatible species may be displayed or confined in the
same tank or cage.
(p)
A pet shop shall not display any animal in a manner that is detrimental to the health or well-being of that animal.
The management of the pet shop shall give proper instruction on the handling of an animal.
(q)
No more than one (1) adult dog or cat may be confined in the same cage. Young animals may not be confined or
displayed in the same cage with adult animals. Pugnacious or dangerous animals shall be isolated from other
animals. Dogs shall be taken from cages and allowed to exercise at least twice daily, including Sundays and
holidays. Dogs and cats under the age of eight (8) weeks may not be displayed or offered for sale.
(r)
The water temperature in a fish tank shall be maintained at a constant level appropriate for the fish confined
therein. If necessary for purposes of health or sanitation, the fish tank shall be equipped with an efficient
circulating pump, filter, thermometer, and light for the emission of heat. Fish tanks shall be kept in a sanitary
condition at all times.
(s)
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Each bird cage housing small-sized birds up to and including doves, cockatiels, and love birds shall contain at
least two (2) horizontal perches and provide sufficient perch space for every bird confined therein; and one-third
(1/3) of the perch space is to be vacant at all times. If a perch is detrimental to the health of a particular species,
then the perch is to be omitted from the cage in which that species is confined. In addition to bird seed and
water, each bird cage shall contain an amount of fresh gravel, where appropriate and needed for digestion,
sufficient for the number of birds confined therein. Parrots and other large bird species shall have sufficient cage
space or sufficient T-stand perch space. They shall not be confined or displayed in a cage with smaller birds.
(t)
Hand washing facilities for the public shall be provided.
(CB-36-1985; CB-126-1986; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-171. - Standards for petting zoo.
(a)
Cages, crates and enclosures shall provide proper space to allow each animal to move around with ease. Cages,
crates and enclosures shall be maintained at all times in a sanitary condition, with sufficient clean and dry
bedding to prevent offensive odors.
(b)
Animals shall be provided proper water at all times.
(c)
Animals shall be provided with proper food.
(d)
Animals shall be provided with proper air and healthful temperatures for every species. Access to proper shelter
and protection from the weather must be available at all times.
(e)
A proper number of attendants shall be on the premises during the hours the zoo is open to the public in order to
provide proper supervision.
(f)
Hand washing facilities for the public shall be provided.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-172. - Standards for catteries.
All catteries shall comply with the standards for commercial kennels set forth in Section 3-168, above.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-173. - Standards for riding schools and stables.
(a)
All riding schools and stables shall comply with the minimum standards of this Section.
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(b)
All animals shall be provided with daily food and water which shall be wholesome, palatable and of sufficient
quantity and nutritional value to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and size of the animal.
The food shall be free of any contamination.
(c)
All horses, ponies, donkeys, mules, and other livestock shall have an enclosure with at least three (3) solid walls
and a solid roof. All buildings and sheds used for the stabling of animals shall be well lighted and ventilated and
provide protection from extremes of weather.
(d)
All buildings and sheds used for stabling animals shall be kept clean and in good repair at all times and manure
shall be removed therefrom daily.
(e)
Stacked manure piles shall not be allowed to stand for a period in excess of four (4) days except when conditions
of ice and/or snow prohibit its removal, and in all instances must be kept at least fifty (50) feet from a building
or shed housing animals.
(f)
Any enclosure where animals are kept shall be graded and drained to prevent pooling of water. No garbage, fecal
matter, or other similar matter shall be placed or allowed to remain in any stable or enclosure. No open drain is
permitted to run through any stable or enclosure.
(g)
The owner and operator of the stable shall be responsible for taking steps to suppress internal parasites, flies, and
other insects attracted to the stable site.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-174. - Standards for Grooming Establishment.
(a)
Enclosures, cages/crates, and/or exercise areas shall be maintained in a sanitary condition which shall provide
proper air, a healthful temperature, and proper shelter and protection against extreme weather.
(b)
All areas of confinement, display, storage, and sales shall be maintained in a rodent-free, vermin-free, and
sanitary condition. These areas shall be cleaned and disinfected regularly as conditions warrant.
(c)
At least one (1) sink or tub equipped with both hot and cold running water shall be provided within the building
in a location easily accessible to the areas where animals are housed. All wastes or sewage shall be discharged to
a Health Department approved waste disposal system. Floors shall be smooth and easily cleanable and kept in a
clean, safe, and sanitary condition. Where flooding or steaming methods are employed for cleaning floors,
proper means shall be provided for removal of waste water. Water shall not be permitted to pool under
equipment, partitions, animal enclosures, or other places within the building. Any animal enclosure which is
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subject to waste water runoff after cleaning or subject to the influence of weather shall be connected to an
approved waste water disposal system.
(d)
No animal may be held for more than one (1) hour without having access to water in a secured container.
(e)
No animal may be retained overnight in a grooming establishment unless the facility is also licensed as a kennel.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
DIVISION 6. - OTHER RULES, REGULATIONS, AND STANDARDS.
Sec. 3-175. - Attack dogs.
No person, other than the military or government law enforcement agencies, shall own, keep, harbor, or train
attack dogs in this County. Attack dogs shall not be owned by commercial establishments or used for any
commercial purpose.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-176. - Keeping wild or exotic animals.
(a)
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any unlicensed wild, exotic, or dangerous animal
either as a pet, for breeding, for sale, or for display or exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee,
except as otherwise provided herein.
(b)
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any poisonous snake, poisonous reptile, or other
poisonous or venomous animal either as a pet, for breeding, or for display or exhibition purposes, whether
gratuitously or for a fee, except as otherwise provided herein.
(c)
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any ground hog, skunk, raccoon, opossum, fox, bear,
wolf, other native wildlife, or member of the cat family other than the domestic cat either as a pet, for breeding
purposes, for sale, or for display or exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee, except as otherwise
provided herein.
(d)
The Director shall prescribe regulations to insure the safe penning or caging of wild or exotic animals or reptiles
in order to prevent threats to the public health or the creation of public nuisances.
(e)
The Director shall issue a permit for the keeping or displaying of any exotic or wild animal upon inspection and
under the conditions established by the Administrator. Denial of the permit may be appealed to the Commission.
(f)
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The license fee for a wild and exotic animal display license shall be Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00).
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-177. - Spaying and neutering.
All animals adopted from the Animal Services and Adoption Center must be spayed or neutered prior to leaving
the Animal Services and Adoption Center, unless prohibited by medical reasons. If medical reasons prohibit
spay or neutering prior to leaving the Animal Services and Adoption Center, licensed veterinarian must give a
date when the procedure can be performed. If subject animal leaves the center without being spayed or neutered,
a certificate, signed by a licensed veterinarian, that spaying or neutering has been accomplished must be
provided to the Administrator within fifteen (15) days of the date of spaying or neutering. Any extension of time
must be requested in writing to the Administrator, stating the reason spaying or neutering has not been
accomplished and the date upon which said action will be accomplished. The Administrator, in his discretion,
may approve or deny the request for an extension. If the request is denied, then upon the expiration of forty-five
(45) days from the date of adoption the animal must be immediately returned to the Animal Services Facility and
Adoption Center.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-178. - Adoption contract.
(a)
The Administrator shall prepare an adoption contract to be used in connection with the adoption of any animal
by any person from the County. The adoption contract shall set forth the obligations of an adopter for the proper
care, including veterinary care and neutering or spaying, feeding, maintenance, and disposition of any adopted
animal.
(b)
The Administrator shall permit the adoption of an animal in its custody only upon the following conditions:
(1)
The proposed adopter must first complete and execute all adoption forms.
(2)
The Administrator may visit the residence of the proposed adopter to determine the suitability of the adopter and
the residence for the animal to be adopted. The Administrator may determine whether the proposed adopter and
the residence are suitable.
(3)
The proposed adopter shall pay all required fees and make any deposit required by the adoption contract to
secure the adopter's obligations to have the animal inoculated, or spayed or neutered.
(c)
The adopter, if permitted to adopt an animal, shall have the right to possess the animal subject to the
requirements of the adoption contract and of this Subtitle. If at any time after the adoption of the animal the
Administrator finds that the adopter has violated the provisions of the adoption contract or of this Subtitle with
respect to the adopted animal, the adopter may be counseled in an effort to secure compliance, or, in the
discretion of the Administrator, required to surrender the animal to the custody of the County.
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(d)
No person who adopts an animal from the County shall sell, make a gift of, transfer, destroy, or otherwise
dispose of the animal without the prior written permission of the Administrator.
(e)
The Office of Law may bring legal or equitable actions, including actions for mandatory or prohibitive
injunctions, to enforce any adoption contract.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-179. - Compliance with Zoning Ordinance.
The use of any land or building in Prince George's County, Maryland, for any purpose described in this Subtitle
must comply with the provisions of Subtitle 27, Zoning, Prince George's County Code, as the same is amended
from time to time. The grant of a license for the operation of any animal holding facility under this Subtitle shall
not constitute permission to operate an animal holding facility in violation of Subtitle 27, Prince George's
County Code.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-180. - Animal Cruelty and Neglect; prohibited.
(a)
All animals are protected against cruelty or neglect as defined in Sections 3-101(31) and 3-101(53) of this
Subtitle. No animal shall be overdriven, overloaded, deprived of necessary sustenance, tortured, tormented,
mutilated, cruelly beaten, or otherwise physically, psychologically, emotionally or sexually abused or cruelly
killed. In addition, all domestic animals except livestock are prohibited from being kept outdoors when the
effective outdoor wind chill index is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or lower, or the heat index is 90 degrees Fahrenheit
or higher, as determined by the National Weather Service. Any person who causes, procures, or authorizes these
acts; or who, having the charge or custody of an animal as an owner or otherwise, inflicts unnecessary suffering
or pain upon the animal; or who unnecessarily fails to provide the animal with proper nutritious food, water, air,
space, shelter and protection from the weather, timely and proper veterinary care or any other elements of proper
care as defined in Sections 3-101(a)(65) through (a)(77) shall be charged in accordance with the provisions of
Subsection (b) below. Any person who fails to employ the most humane method possible for activities such as
food processing, pest elimination, hunting, experimentation, and animal training shall be charged in accordance
with the provisions of Subsection (b) below. Each act or omission in violation of this Section shall constitute a
separate offense.
(b)
Whenever it becomes necessary to protect an animal from cruelty or neglect, any police officer or Animal
Control Officer may take possession of the animal. If an animal is impounded, yarded, or confined and continues
without the provisions of the elements of proper care, or is cruelly treated or neglected, any police officer or
Animal Control Officer may enter into and upon any place in which the animal is impounded, yarded, or
confined and supply the animal with proper care as long as the animal remains there; or, if necessary for the
health and/or safety of the animal, the officer may remove the animal and not be liable to any action for that
entry or for taking possession of the animal. Upon impoundment, the officer taking possession of the animal
must leave written notification of the officer's action and of any administrative remedies which may be available.
The notification shall inform the owner or custodian of their right to file, within ten (10) days of receiving
notice, a petition in writing with the Commission for Animal Control (CAC) for the return of the animal. If the
owner or custodian fails to file the petition within the prescribed time period, or if the owner or custodian is
unknown and cannot with reasonable effort be ascertained for a period of twenty (20) days, the animal shall
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become the property of Prince George's County. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to permit the entry
into a private dwelling or to permit the taking of a farm animal without first having obtained the
recommendation of a veterinarian. When a violation under this Section has occurred, the police officer or
Animal Control Officer shall employ one of the following:
(1)
A one-time written cruelty warning notice shall be issued by an Animal Control Officer, who shall also provide
detailed educational guidance and compliance requirements specific to the violation for first-time offenses of
less serious cases of cruelty or neglect. "Less serious cruelty or neglect" is defined as any act of cruelty or
neglect, which has no permanent effect on the animal, and the aforementioned behavior of the owner or
custodian is subsequently corrected through education and compliance.
(2)
(A)
Second offenses of less serious acts of cruelty or neglect, which arenot a recurrenceof the conduct prohibited in
this Subsection, shall result in the removal of the animal(s).
(B)
Second offenses of less serious acts of cruelty or neglect that area recurrence of the conduct prohibited in this
Subsection shall result in the removal of the animal(s). The owner or custodian shall be fined One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) per animal.
(C)
Animal(s) that have been removed pursuant to Sections (b)(2)(A) and (b)(2)(B) shall be housed for a period not
to exceed seven (7) days, at the Animal Services and Adoption Center or a designated approved location. The
owner or custodian shall pay for the board and care of the animal(s) at the Animal Services and Adoption Center
or designated location during the seven (7) day period allowed for taking corrective measures. Such animals
shall be designated as a "humane hold" until corrective measures ensuring the safety and well-being of the
animal(s) have been taken by the owner or custodian. These corrective measures shall be confirmed through
inspection by an Animal Control Officer. Animals on humane hold shall not be adopted or euthanized, however,
an animal may be euthanized upon the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian as necessary to prevent the
pain and suffering of the animal. If appropriate corrective measures have not been taken by the close of the
seven (7) day period, the animal(s) shall become the property of Prince George's County and may be disposed of
by adoption, euthanasia, or other disposition as may be advantageous to the County and the animal(s).
(3)
"Serious cruelty or neglect" is defined as any act by an owner, custodian or other person which causes physical
trauma, impairment of condition, and/or unnecessary pain and suffering and the cruelty or neglect results in
physical injury to, and/or creates a substantial risk of death, or causes the death of an animal. A violation of this
Section, as well as any third offense of less serious cruelty or neglect, shall result in a charge of cruelty, and the
violator shall be subject to a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and a fine of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) per animal.
(4)
"Aggravated Animal Cruelty or Neglect" is defined as any act by an owner, custodian, or other person who
tortures, torments, mutilates, cruelly beats, or kills an animal under circumstances demonstrating malice
aforethought; or fails to provide proper care to an animal and the failure results in the death of the animal. Any
person in violation of this Section, or in the case of a subsequent offense under Subsection (b)(3) of this Section
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shall result in a criminal charge of cruelty. A conviction under this charge shall be punishable by a criminal fine
of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment of not less than ninety (90) days but not more than
six (6) months. The Court may also impose an order requiring a psychological evaluation of the convicted
offender. A civil penalty of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) shall be imposed as appropriate.
(5)
Animal Fighting/Aggravated Animal Cruelty. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, sponsor, arrange,
hold, or encourage any dog, bird, fowl, cock, or any other animal to fight, menace, injure or kill another animal
for the purpose of sport, amusement, or financial gain. For the purposes of this Section, a person encourages an
animal to fight, menace, injure or kill another animal if the person:
(A)
is present as a spectator, sponsor, guest or otherwise wagers on an occurrence of fighting;
(B)
owns, trains, transports, possesses, breeds, sells or equips an animal with the intent that such animal will engage
in fighting;
(C)
allows animal fighting on the premises of any property owned or controlled by the person;
(D)
allows any animal used for fighting to be kept, harbored, boarded, housed, trained on, or transported in, any
property owned or controlled by the person;
(E)
uses any means of communication for the purpose of promoting animal fighting;
(F)
possesses or has in the care or custody, whether owner, custodian or other person, any animal or any device
intended to facilitate breeding for fighting purposes or to enhance the animal's fighting, menacing, injuring or
killing ability.
(c)
Any person charged under Subsections (b)(3), (b)(4), or (b)(5) of this Section shall immediately surrender all
animals in ownership or custodianship to the Animal Services Division of the Prince George's County
Department of the Environment. If an appeal is filed, the animal(s) shall either be maintained or euthanized at
the owner or custodian's expense by the Animal Services Division. It shall be unlawful for any person found
guilty of cruelty under this Section to have ownership or custodianship of any animal for a period of five (5)
years or more from the date of determination. Upon a finding of guilt and/or the exhaustion of all appeals, the
surrendered animal(s) shall become the property of Prince George's County and may be disposed of by adoption
or euthanasia.
(d)
Any police officer shall, upon his or her own view of any misdemeanor in relation to cruelty to animals, make
arrests or apply for a charging document permitting the arrest of offenders believed to have violated the
ordinance of this County regarding cruelty to animals. Any Animal Control Officer or other person shall, upon
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his or her own view of any misdemeanor in relation to cruelty to animals, apply for a charging document
permitting the arrest of offenders believed to have violated the ordinance of this County regarding cruelty to
animals.
(CB-36-1985; CB-119-1987; CB-26-2001; CB-30-2014; CB-16-2018; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.01. - Abandonment of animals.
No person shall leave an animal on a road, on public or private property, or other location without first having
secured another owner or custodian for the animal's continued care which shall include the provision of the
elements of proper care as defined in Sec. 3-101 (a)(66) of this Code.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.02. - Poisoning of animals
A person shall not give an animal poison, ground glass, gunpowder, chemicals or any other harmful substance or
expose an animal to poison, ground glass, gunpowder, chemicals or any other harmful substance with the intent
that the animal ingest it. This will not apply to poison used in a responsible manner to destroy vermin. Care must
be taken to protect non-targeted species.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.03. - Animals upon a vehicle.
It shall be unlawful to carry an animal upon a vehicle in a manner that permits the animal to slide around, jump
out, be thrown out of or fall from the vehicle; and/or that subjects an animal to hazards from road debris and/or
exposure to the sun and heat, wind, rain, and such other elements of weather, including extreme cold; or any
other condition that jeopardizes the animal's health and/or safety or causes the animal unnecessary pain and
suffering.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.04. - Animals left unattended in a vehicle prohibited.
No person shall leave an animal unattended in a standing or parked vehicle in such a manner that subjects the
animal to pain and suffering, injury or death from the heat, cold or other conditions that jeopardize the animal's
health and/or safety. A police officer or Animal Control Officer may use reasonable force to remove an animal
left unattended in a vehicle pursuant to this Section and shall not be held liable for any damages as a result of
taking such action to protect the animal's health and safety. No person shall use force to remove from a vehicle a
police dog on duty, or an animal in the custody of an Animal Control Officer.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.05. - Sexual assault of an animal.
Any person who touches or contacts, or causes an object or another person to touch or contact, the mouth, anus,
sex organs or other body part of an animal or animal carcass for the purposes of arousing or gratifying the sexual
desire of a person; or causes an animal or animal carcass to touch or contact, the mouth, anus, sex organs or
other body part of an animal or animal carcass for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of a
person shall be guilty of the crime of Sexual Assault of an Animal.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-180.06. - Canned Hunting prohibited.
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(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to shoot, wound, or kill animals on a canned hunting preserve, game ranch or
canned shoot, or otherwise to hunt in an artificial manner.
(b)
No person shall instigate, promote, aid or abet as a principal, agent, employee, participant or spectator, or
participate in the earnings from, or to maintain or allow any place to be used for the shooting, wounding, or
killing with a firearm or any deadly weapon, any animal that is:
(1)
confined within artificial boundaries; and/or
(2)
tethered or chained, staked out, caged/crated or otherwise restrained, regardless of size.
(c)
No person shall tranquilize, artificially lure by sound, scent, visual stimuli, feeding, bait, use other animals of the
targeted animal's own species, or another species, or any other method, within an enclosed area. This Section
does not prohibit the natural hunting of native species as permitted by State law.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-181. - Unlawful restraint of dogs.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for a person to use a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or other device to attach a dog to a
stationary object or trolley system. This prohibition shall not apply to temporary restraining for a reasonable
amount of time, not to exceed one hour and/or during a lawful animal event, such as walking on a leash,
veterinary treatment, grooming, training, or law enforcement activity, or if the dog's owner or handler remains
with the dog throughout the period of restraint to ensure that cruel or nuisance conditions do not occur.
(b)
It shall be unlawful to restrain a dog by a leash that is not attached to a properly fitted collar or harness worn by
the dog.
(c)
It shall be unlawful to wrap a leash around a dog's neck.
(d)
It shall be unlawful to restrain a dog with a chain or tether that weighs more than 1/18 of the dog's body weight.
(e)
It shall be unlawful to use a leash or tether to restrain a dog that is, by design and placement, likely to become
entangled.
(f)
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Violations of this Section will be subject to a written warning for the first offense. Subsequent offenses shall be
subject to civil penalties as set forth in Section 3-116.
(CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-182. - Potentially dangerous animal.
(a)
The owner of a dog identified as potentially dangerous shall establish to the satisfaction of the Administrator
that:
(1)
The owner of the potentially dangerous dog is 18 years of age or older;
(2)
A valid pet license has been issued for the potentially dangerous dog;
(3)
The potentially dangerous dog has current vaccinations;
(4)
The owner has a proper enclosure, as determined by the Administrator, to confine the potentially dangerous dog;
(5)
The potentially dangerous dog has been spayed or neutered;
(6)
The potentially dangerous dog has been implanted with a microchip containing owner identification information;
and
(7)
The owner has written permission of the property owner, if the dog owner is not the property owner, and from a
homeowner's association, if appropriate, to house the dog on the premises where the dog will be kept.
(b)
Failure to establish the above criteria to the satisfaction of the Administrator, shall result in immediate
impoundment, if the subject animal is not already in the possession of the County. If the dog is impounded, the
owner may appeal the Administrator's decision regarding any of their recommendations within ten days of
receiving notice if they do not agree. They may file a written petition with the Commission for Animal Control
for return of the animal.
(c)
If after two (2) years of being declared potentially dangerous, there have been no further issues with the animal,
the owner can petition the Commission to have the designation and the requirements lifted.
(CB-46-2019)
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Sec. 3-183. - Selling, giving away, dyeing, or coloring baby fowl or mammals; exception.
(a)
No person shall sell, offer for sale, raffle, barter, or give away baby chickens (chicks), ducklings or other fowl
under four (4) weeks of age in lots of less than one dozen, or rabbits under six (6) weeks of age, or any
unweaned mammalian companion animals including said animals under the age of eight (8) weeks as prohibited
by State law; or color, dye, stain, or change the natural color of baby chickens, ducklings, other fowl, or rabbits;
or bring or transport the same into the County. This Section shall not be construed to prohibit the sale or display
of baby chickens, ducklings, other fowl, or rabbits in proper facilities that comply with rules of the Health
Officer by breeders and those selling for commercial breeding and raising purposes.
(b)
Stores, shops, vendors, and others offering chicks, ducklings, or other fowl for sale in lots of twelve (12) or
more, or displaying chicks, ducklings, or other fowl to the public shall provide and operate brooders or other
heating devices that may be necessary to maintain the chicks, ducklings, or other fowl in good health, and shall
keep proper food and water available at all times.
(c)
No person shall give away any live animal, fish, or bird as:
(1)
A premium, novelty, toy, or prize, or as an inducement to enter any contest, game, or other competition;
(2)
An instrument to enter a place of amusement;
(3)
An incentive to enter into any business agreement where the offer was for the purpose of attracting trade.
(d)
Any person who violates the provisions of this Section is subject to the fine set forth in Section 3-116 of this
Code, as well as confiscation of the animal(s) involved.
(e)
The provisions of this Section with regard to the giving away of animals do not apply to animals given away for
agricultural purposes.
(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-184. - Sales of turtles prohibited; presumption.
(a)
No persons shall sell or offer for sale pet turtles.
(b)
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The sale or offer for sale of any turtle shall be presumed to be for purposes of a pet unless offered for sale or sold
to food processors, zoos, or person having a known use of turtles other than for pets.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-185. - Pigeons as a nuisance.
Where a complaint is filed with the Commission and the Commission finds that a private or public nuisance
exists with respect to the keeping of pigeons, the Commission may direct or authorize the Administrator or any
party of interest to the complaint to take appropriate actions consistent with State law. Similarly, the Health
Officer may, upon a finding that a pigeon or pigeons are causing a public health hazard, direct or cause
appropriate corrective action to be taken to abate such hazard consistent with State law.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-185.01. - Pit Bull Terriers.
(a)
Except as provided below, no person shall own, keep, or harbor a Pit Bull Terrier within the County.
(b)
Any person owning a Pit Bull Terrier prior to November 1, 1996, may continue to harbor the animal on his
premises under the following conditions:
(1)
The animal shall be registered by the Administrator of Animal Control, and must at all times wear a tag provided
by the Administrator which will readily identify it as a registered Pit Bull Terrier.
(2)
The owner shall pay an annual fee of $50.00 to the Administrator of Animal Control to maintain such animals
and support enforcement.
(3)
The owner shall maintain the dog within a building or a secure kennel at all times. Whenever the dog is removed
from the building or kennel it shall be secured by an unbreakable or unseverable leash and maintained under the
control of an adult.
(c)
A person may temporarily hold a Pit Bull Terrier in the County for the purpose of showing the dog in a place of
public exhibition, contest, or show sponsored by a dog club, association, or similar organization. The sponsor of
the exhibition or show must obtain written permission from the Director and must provide protective measures
to prevent the dog from escaping or injuring the public. The dog shall at all times during the transportation to
and from the show or exhibition be confined in a secure temporary enclosure.
(d)
Any dog employed or owned by the County or licensed security services and trained to perform official police,
correctional, security, fire and/or search and rescue service shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section.
(CB-106-1996; CB-46-2019)
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DIVISION 7. - RABIES CONTROL.
Sec. 3-186. - Vaccination of ferrets, dogs, and cats.
(a)
No person shall own or harbor a ferret, dog, or cat over the age of four (4) months in the County without a valid
rabies vaccination.
(b)
Persons bringing ferrets, dogs, and/or cats into the County shall have readily available, as proof of vaccination, a
valid rabies certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian or issued by an approved governmental agency. Animals
which do not qualify shall either be immediately removed from the County or be vaccinated by a licensed
veterinarian.
(c)
A licensed veterinarian in the County who administers a rabies vaccine to a dog, cat, or ferret shall complete a
rabies vaccination certificate. The original rabies vaccination certificate shall be given to the owner of each dog,
cat, or ferret that receives a rabies vaccine. One (1) copy of the rabies vaccination certificate shall be retained by
the licensed veterinarian. Copies of rabies vaccination certificates shall also be forwarded by veterinarians to the
Animal Management Division. Veterinarians shall provide these copies to the Animal Management Division on
a monthly basis.
(CB-36-1985; CB-109-1997; CB-85-2004)
Sec. 3-187. - Antirabies clinics; vaccination certificates; coordination with pet licensing requirements.
(a)
Antirabies clinics will be operated by the Health Department. The Health Department is authorized to charge
such reasonable fees as may be necessary to defray the actual costs of such service.
(b)
Any person administering rabies vaccination shall complete a Health Department vaccination certificate of
rabies immunization on all animals immunized and shall furnish copies of the certificate to the Administrator of
the Animal Services Division within sixty (60) days of the vaccination.
(c)
When a dog, cat, or ferret is presented to the Health Department for immunization at an antirabies clinic,
personnel of the Animal Control Program shall ascertain whether the animal is licensed under this Subtitle. If the
animal is unlicensed, the Administrator shall provide the owner with an application for the appropriate license.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-188. - Report of person having bite contact or nonbite contact with animal.
(a)
A report of the circumstances of a person having a bite contact or nonbite contact with an animal shall be made
promptly to the Police Department, the Health Department, or the Health Department's designee by anyone
having personal knowledge of the incident. The police shall within twenty-four (24) hours notify the
Administrator and the Health Officer of the details of the incident.
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(b)
It shall be the duty of every physician, medical practitioner, or hospital attendant to report to the Police
Department the names and addresses of persons treated for bite contact or nonbite contact with animals, together
with such information as will be helpful in rabies control.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-189. - Confinement for quarantine of animal following a bite or nonbite contact with a human.
(a)
The Administrator shall confine any animal following a bite or nonbite contact with a human for clinical
observation for a period of ten (10) consecutive calendar days. At the discretion of the Administrator and with
the approval of the Health Officer, the confinement may occur on the premises of the animal's owner. The
Administrator may issue such written orders to the owner with respect to the confinement of the animal as he
finds necessary for the public safety. In the alternative, the animal may be confined at any animal shelter,
veterinary hospital, or humane shelter at the owner's option and expense, subject to the approval of the Health
Officer and the Administrator.
(b)
No person shall allow a confined animal to escape or be released from confinement. No person shall sell, give
away, or otherwise dispose of such animal before the expiration of the ten (10) day confinement and observation
period until the animal is examined by a licensed veterinarian or observed by the Administrator or the
Administrator's designee. Nor shall any person remove said animal from Prince George's County during the
confinement period without the Health Officer's written approval.
(c)
If the animal does not have a current valid rabies vaccination at the time of exposure, the owner must have the
ferret, dog, or cat examined by a licensed veterinarian and vaccinated against rabies, at the owner's expense,
immediately after the ten (10) day quarantine period.
(d)
If the animal has a current, valid rabies vaccination at the time of exposure, the owner must have the animal
examined by a licensed veterinarian at the owner's expense or taken to the Prince George's County Animal
Services Division immediately after the ten (10) day quarantine period, to verify that the animal is in good
health. Proof of valid rabies vaccination must be shown at the time of post quarantine visit.
(e)
The owner of a quarantined animal must pay an examination fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) upon the completion of
a home visit by an Animal Control Officer.
(CB-36-1985; CB-63-1994; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-190. - Report of suspected rabies.
It shall be the duty of every licensed veterinarian to report to the Administrator and the Health Officer any
animal considered by the licensed veterinarian to be rabid or to be a rabies suspect.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-191. - Confinement of animal suspected of having rabies.
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(a)
Upon demand by the Administrator or the Health Officer, the owner of any animal which has had bite or nonbite
contact with a human, or which is suspected of having been exposed to rabies, shall surrender such animal for
supervised confinement. The expense of such confinement shall be borne by the owner. Payment of boarding
fees and compliance with the licensing provisions of this Subtitle shall be prerequisites to the release of a
confined animal to the owner.
(b)
If the owner of an animal which has had bite or nonbite contact with a human or which is suspected of having
been exposed to rabies refuses to surrender the animal upon demand by the Administrator or the Health Officer,
the County Attorney may petition a court for ex parte temporary and permanent mandatory injunctive relief to
require the owner to surrender the animal for quarantine and observation.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-192. - Notice of rabies infections.
When rabies has been diagnosed in an animal confined for clinical observation or when rabies is suspected by a
veterinarian, physician or the Administrator and that animal dies, then the Administrator shall immediately have
the body sent to a laboratory recognized by the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene for pathological
examination. Such laboratory shall, within twenty-four (24) hours, if the laboratory findings indicate a presence
of rabies, notify the State Public Health Veterinarian, the State Department of Agriculture, the Administrator,
and the Health Officer of such finding and reported human and animal contacts with the infected animal.
(CB-36-1985)
Sec. 3-193. - Quarantine procedure.
(a)
When a rabies examination report indicates a positive diagnosis of rabies, either the State Secretary of
Agriculture, the State Public Health Veterinarian or the Health Officer may impose a quarantine within any area
of the County for a period of not less than sixty (60) days and for as long a period as deemed necessary.
(b)
When such a quarantine is effected, no domesticated animal shall be taken from confinement or be permitted in
the streets or other public areas of the quarantine area, unless properly leashed and accompanied by an adult.
(c)
During such quarantine, any farm animal suspected of having been exposed to rabies may be quarantined by the
State Public Health Veterinarian or the State Secretary of Agriculture. No quarantined farm animal may be
removed from its place of residence without the written permission of the State Secretary of Agriculture or the
State Public Health Veterinarian.
(d)
No unclaimed animal which has been impounded by reason of its being at large will be adopted from any animal
shelter during the period of quarantine, except by special authorization of the State Public health Veterinarian or
Health Officer.
(e)
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If there are additional cases of rabies during the period of quarantine, the quarantine period may be extended for
additional periods as established by the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene or the Health Officer.
(f)
Notwithstanding the provisions in Section 3-191, no quarantine release fee shall be charged for animals taken to
a veterinarian or to the facility for examination for release from quarantine.
(CB-36-1985; CB-109-1997)
Sec. 3-194. - Disposition of an animal exposed to a rabid animal or to an animal suspected of having rabies.
(a)
If the owner or custodian of a ferret, dog, cat, cow, horse, sheep, or goat exposed to a rabid or suspected rabid
animal can provide proof of a currently valid rabies vaccination as determined by the State Public Health
Veterinarian, the Health Officer, or the Health Officer's designee, the animal shall be revaccinated and kept
under restraint for forty-five (45) days or for such time as specified by the Public Health Veterinarian, the Health
Officer, or the Health Officer's designee. 'Under restraint' means confined to a house, garage, escape-proof
enclosure or building. An animal kept outside in a fenced yard shall not constitute 'under restraint'.
(b)
If the owner or custodian of any animal cannot provide proof of current vaccination against rabies, the animal
shall be either humanely destroyed or immediately surrendered to the Animal Management Division of the
Prince George's County Department of the Environment which will hold the animal for up to fifteen (15) days
while quarantine arrangements are being made. Said animal must be held in strict isolation in a facility and in a
manner approved by the State Public Health Veterinarian, the Health Officer, or the Health Officer's designee for
a total of six (6) months following the exposure. The animal must be vaccinated one (1) month prior to release
from isolation. All costs relating to this holding or isolation shall be borne by the owner or custodian of the
animal. If the owner requests that the animal be held in strict isolation, then the Health Officer, the Health
Officer's designee, or State Public Health Veterinarian may make inspections deemed necessary to assure that
the animal is in strict isolation. If the isolation agreement is violated, the animal shall be humanely destroyed
and tested for rabies unless an exception is made by the Health Officer, the Health Officer's designee, or the
State Public Health Veterinarian based on special circumstances.
(CB-36-1985; CB-109-1997; CB-26-2001; CB-30-2014; CB-46-2019)
Sec. 3-195. - Destruction of rabid animal restricted.
(a)
Except under the direction and supervision of the Health Officer or the Health Officer's designee, no person shall
kill, or cause to be killed, any rabid animal, any animal which has had bite or nonbite contact with a human or
any animal suspected of having been exposed to rabies.
(b)
No person shall remove such animal from the jurisdiction of the County without written permission from the
State Public Health Veterinarian.
(c)
If there is a possibility of an animal's escape or of further bite or nonbite contact with the animal, the animal may
be humanely destroyed and the Administrator shall be notified immediately.
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(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-196. - Disposal of rabid or suspected rabid animal's carcass.
(a)
The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies or suspected of being exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be
surrendered to the Administrator, the Health Officer, or the State Public Health Veterinarian.
(b)
The Administrator shall supervise the disposition of the carcass of any animal in his possession found to be
infected with rabies or of any dead animal which he deems to be a health menace or a hazard to the public health
and welfare.
(CB-36-1985; CB-26-2001)
Sec. 3-197. - Surrender of animal for quarantine.
No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine, destruction or disposal as required in this
Division when demand is made by the Administrator, the Health Officer, the Health Officer's designee, or the
State Public Health Veterinarian.
(CB-36-1985; CB-46-2019)
SUBTITLE 4. - BUILDING.
DIVISION 1. - BUILDING CODE.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ADOPTION BY REFERENCE.
Sec. 4-101. - Code - Adopted by Reference.
The following codes and standards are hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Subtitle with the
same force and effect as those set out in full herein as the official Building Code of Prince George's County,
together with the changes, deletions, or modifications prescribed in this Subtitle:
The International Building Code, 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as the 'IBC');
The International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as the 'IMC');
The International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as the 'IECC'); and
The International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings, 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as
the 'IRC').
The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as the 'ISPSC')
The International Existing Building Code 2018 Edition (hereinafter referred to as the 'IEBC').
Updated Standards. Where existing standards or requirements adopted herein have been updated or superseded
by the promulgating authority, such revised standard or requirement shall be deemed as the current code adopted
and as prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of the Subtitle.
Conflict with the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission Plumbing and Fuel Gas Code: If a conflict exists
between the standards or requirements set forth in the adopted Codes and the standards and requirements for
plumbing and gasfitting as set forth in the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission Plumbing and Fuel Gas
Code, the standards or requirements set forth in the latter shall govern.
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(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005;
CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Editor's note— CR-17-1978 exempted all construction within the City of Laurel from the provisions of Subtitle
4 of the Code.
Sec. 4-102. - Building, Mechanical, and Code Official.
The terms Building Official, Mechanical Official, and Code Official as used in this Code, the IBC, IMC, IECC,
IRC, and IEBC shall mean the Building Code Official whom the Director of the Department shall designate. The
term Fire Code Official shall mean the person as referenced under Prince George's County Code, Subtitle 4,
Section 4-108. Where the name of the jurisdiction is to be indicated in any section of the IBC, IMC, IECC, IRC,
and IEBC the name to be substituted therein shall be "Prince George's County, Maryland."
(CB-87-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009)
Sec. 4-103. - Public inspection.
A copy of the IBC, IMC, IECC, IRC, IEBC, and ISPSC adopted by the Subdivision shall be marked as a master
copy and maintained by the Clerk of the Council.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-104. - Application of Administrative Provisions.
The administrative provisions of the International Building Code, as amended, Sections 4-106 through 4-121
shall control all administrative matters related to construction of buildings. These provisions shall be applicable
to the standards adopted in Section 4-101 and shall be construed to be in concert as if they were set out in the
administrative provisions of those standards. Where a conflict arises, the provisions of the sections here-in
amended by the County shall control.
(CB-90-2015)
SUBDIVISION 2. - AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE.
Sec. 4-105. - Amendments, additions, and deletions.
Any provision of the IBC, IMC, IECC, IRC, IEBC, and ISPSC adopted by this Subtitle shall be changed,
modified, added, or omitted as set out in Subdivision 2, and such change, amendment, addition, or deletion shall
be deemed to supersede the text of these codes in any case where the provisions of this Subtitle are interpreted.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-13-2009; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-106. - Administration; Section 101, General.
(a)
Exception to 101.2 Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single family dwellings (townhouses)
not more than three (3) stories above grade plane, in height with a separate means of egress, and their accessory
structures not more than one-story above grade plane in height and less than three thousand (3,000) square feet
in area, shall comply with the IRC.
(b)
Subsection 101.4.8, Electrical. The provisions of Subtitle 9 of this Code and the National Electrical Code shall
apply to the installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacements, equipment, appliances,
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fixtures, fittings and appurtenances thereto.
(c)
Subsection 101.4.1, Gas. The provisions of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission ("WSSC") known as
the WSSC Plumbing and Fuel Gas Code; the International Plumbing ("IPC"); and the International Fuel Gas
Code ("IFGC") shall apply to the installation of gas piping from point of delivery, gas appliances, and related
accessories as covered in the Code.
(d)
Subsection 101.4.3, Plumbing. The provisions of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission ("WSSC")
known as the WSSC Plumbing and Fuel Gas Code shall apply to the installation, alterations, repair or
replacement of plumbing systems including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures,
fittings and appurtenances thereto.
(e)
Subsection 101.4.5, Applicability. Whenever this Code makes reference to the International Fire Code, the
requirements of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1 and Subtitle 11 of the Prince George's
County Code shall apply except where referenced in Section 413, 2018 IBC Combustible Storage, 2018 Section
426, 2018 2015 IBC Combustible Dusts, Grain Processing and Storage, Section 427 Medical Gas Systems, and
Section 428 Higher Education Laboratories.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012;
CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-107. - Administration; Section 102, Applicability.
(a)
Section 102.1, General. Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials,
methods of construction, or other requirements, the most restrictive standard shall apply. In addition, where there
is conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall apply.
(b)
Section 102.2.1, Other Requirements. The requirement of Chapter 11, "Accessibility," that buildings which use
turnstiles, cart corrals, or other interior or exterior traffic control devices and which are required to have a clearly
marked route which shall not be obstructed by locked gates during normal business hours, shall apply to all
existing buildings.
(c)
Section 102.3.1, Suspension of Approval. Whenever it is determined, however, that there is documentary
evidence that the use of a material or method approved herein would constitute a distinct threat to life or
property, the Director or the Director's designee shall have the authority to administratively suspend approval
granted herein of such material or method. The Director or the Director's designee shall, within five (5) working
days, request, in writing, the County Council to confirm such administrative suspension by resolution of the
Council. Such written request of the Director or the Director's designee shall be submitted with sufficient
technical data and record of national or local testing to substantiate that the use of an approved method or
material would constitute a distinct hazard to life or property.
(d)
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Section 102.4.1, Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes and
standards, provisions of this code shall apply. Nothing in this Subtitle shall be construed as rendering other
Prince George's County Subtitles invalid. Where conflicts occur between adopted or referenced codes and
standards, the more stringent adopted or referenced codes and standards code shall apply.
(e)
Section 102.4.3, Updated Standards. Where existing standards or requirements adopted herein have been
updated or superseded by the promulgating authority, such revised standard or requirement shall be deemed as
prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of the Subtitle.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-90-2015;
CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-108. - Administration; Section 103, Department of Building Safety.
(a)
Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: "Building Inspection." The Building Code Official shall be such
person as the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall designate. The Fire
Code Official shall be such person as the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement shall designate with the concurrence of the Fire Chief. References in this Code to the term
"Building Official or Code Official" shall be meant to refer to the Building Code Official except in references to
fire safety provisions in which case the term "Building Official or Code Official" shall be meant to refer to the
Fire Code Official.
(CB-49-1984; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-51-1995; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 4-109. - Administration; Section 104, Duties and Powers of Building Official.
(a)
Section 104.1.1 is added to read as follows: "Fire Safety Provisions." The Fire Code Official or the Fire Code
Official's authorized representative shall enforce all fire safety provisions of this Code. Where references to fire
safety provisions in this Code indicate the term "Building Official or Code Official," they shall be construed to
refer to the Fire Code Official or the Fire Code Official's authorized representative. In any conflict of opinion
concerning fire safety of structures, the decision of the Fire Code Official shall supersede. In all other matters
relating to structures, the decision of the Building Code Official shall supersede. The Fire Code Official shall be
responsible for the final technical interpretation of all fire safety provisions within this code.
(b)
Section 104.7 is amended to read as follows: "Departmental Records." The Code Official shall keep official
records of applications received, permits and certificates issued, fees collected, and reports of inspection hours.
Construction Documents shall be retained in accordance with Section 107.5 of this Code.
(c)
Section 104.12 is added to read as follows: "Rulemaking Authority." The Code Official shall have authority as
necessary in the interest of public health, safety, and general welfare, to adopt and promulgate rules and
regulations, to interpret and implement the provisions of this Code to secure the intent thereof, and to designate
requirements applicable because of local climate or other conditions. Such rules shall not have the effect of
waiving the structural or fire performance requirements specifically provided for in this Code, nor shall such
rules violate accepted engineering practice involving public safety.
(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-51-1995; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012)
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Sec. 4-110. - Conflicts of Interest.
No official or employee of the Department shall directly or indirectly engage in any private work or business
transaction or activity, which tends in any way to interfere with the performance of his or her duties, including:
(a)
Furnishing of Services. Being engaged in, or directly or indirectly connected with, the furnishing of labor,
materials or appliances for the construction, alteration or maintenance of a building under the jurisdiction of the
County's Building Codes, or the preparation of plans or specifications of a building under the jurisdiction of the
County's Building Code, unless the official or employee is the principal owner of the building.
(b)
Conflict with Official Duties. Engaging in any private work or business which conflicts with official duties or
with the interest of the Department.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-111. - Administration; Section 105, Permits.
(a)
Section 105.2, Work Exempt from Permit. Notwithstanding the foregoing, except for property located within
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, permits shall not be required for the following, provided that the
construction does not result in any violation of this Subtitle: a one-story detached accessory structure (tool,
storage shed, playhouse and similar uses) on one- and two-family dwelling properties with less than one hundred
fifty (150) square feet of floor space not designed or intended for occupation or habitation and limited to one (1)
accessory structure only per property; all forms of paving less than five hundred (500) square feet except for
parking surfaces; a retaining wall not greater than two (2) feet in height unless supporting a structure; fence not
greater than four (4) feet in height; and satellite dishes not greater than two (2) feet in diameter and height.
Permits shall not be required for commercial properties, installation of siding, roofing, or storm door/window
installations, provided that no construction is involved.
(b)
Section 105.2.2.1, Historic Area Work Permit Requirement. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 105.2.2,
a Historic Area Work Permit must be issued by the Historic Preservation Commission prior to any work on the
exterior features of a property that contains a historic site or unclassified historic resource identified on the
master plan for historic preservation or that is located within a local historic district. At the time the Historic
Area Work Permit is issued, the Historic Preservation Commission shall notify the Director, or the Director's
designee by transmitting a copy of the Historic Area Work Permit to the Director. The Director, or the Director's
designee shall maintain and enroll the Historic Area Work Permit into the registry of issued permits maintained
by the Director. The Director shall not require the issuance of a County building permit for ordinary repairs as
defined in Section 105.2.2, or for ordinary maintenance as defined in Section 29-107(d), in addition to any
Historic Area Work Permit that is determined by the Historic Preservation Commission to be required.
(c)
Section 105.2.2.2, Inventory of Historic Sites, Properties within Local Historic Districts, and Unclassified
Historic Resources. The Director, or the Director's designee shall maintain an electronic inventory of historic
sites, properties within local historic districts, and unclassified historic resources in Prince George's County. The
Historic Preservation Commission shall transmit the listing of historic sites, properties within local historic
districts, and unclassified historic resources to the Director or the Director's designee on or about January 1 and
July 1 of each year. The listing shall be utilized to notify the Director or his Designee and applicants for County
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building permits issued by the Director or his Designee that the Historic Area Work Permit requirement
described in Sec. 105.2.2.1 applies to any property that contains a historic site or unclassified historic resource or
is located within a local historic district. The Director and/or his Designee shall not issue any permits for a
property that contains a historic site or unclassified historic resource or is located within a local historic district,
unless the Historic Preservation Commission has first issued a Historic Area Work Permit as required under Sec.
105.2.2.1.
(d)
Section 105.2.3, Repairs. Application or notice to the Director or the Director's designee is not required for
ordinary repairs to structures, replacement of lamps or the connection of approved portable electrical equipment
to approved permanently installed receptacles. Ordinary repairs shall include the replacement in kind of the
following: siding, roofing, gutters, leaders and downspouts, private sidewalks, driveways, patios, awnings and
canopies, equipment, cabinets, slabs, handrails, window screens, storm doors, not more than 80 square feet (7.4
sq. meters) of gypsum board excluding installation of fire rated gypsum wall board or shaft liner, and
recirculation range hoods.
(e)
Section 105.2.3.1, Repairs to Residential Structures. Use Group R-1, Use Group R-2, Use Group R-3, and Use
Group R-4 which, because of lack of maintenance or structural damage due to a fire, explosion, or natural
causes, undergo repairs or renovations which, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's designee, exceed
fifty percent (50%) of the building shall have an approved automatic fire sprinkler system installed throughout
the building as part of the scope of repairs to be completed. Computation of the cost of repairs for purposes of
this Section shall exclude carpeting replacement, electrical panel capacity upgrades, painting, wallpapering, regrading and landscaping, lighting fixture replacements, appliance replacements, bathroom cabinetry and fixture
replacements, and modifications necessary to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act ("ADA")
requirements. Each street address shall be considered a separate dwelling for application of this Section. All
repairs for which a building permit is required that are conducted within a 365-day period shall be deemed a
single cumulative repair cost for purposes of the application of this Section.
(f)
Section 105.3.1.1, Required Documents for Permits Application. The application shall include: (1) any and all
documents showing the business partners of the owner or lessee involved in the operation and or ownership of
the building structure or use for which the permit is being sought; (2) any and all organizational documentation
of the entity that owns, uses or leases the building or structure; (3) any and all documents showing who will
operate the business; and (4) any other data and information supported by documentation that is required by the
Director or the Director's designee deemed necessary for furtherance of the intent of this Code.
(g)
Section 105.3.1.2, Review of Application. The application will be reviewed to ensure that it conforms with all
the requirements of the pertinent laws, including but not limited to the requirements of this Code, State and local
laws and ordinances. An application for a permit will be reviewed by the Director or the Director's designee, in
consultation with the Police Department and the Fire/EMS Department. The Director or the Director's designee
shall have the authority to deny any application under the provisions of this Division and shall also have the
authority to deny an application upon a violation of this Division.
(h)
Section 105.3.1.3, Application Exemption. The Director or the Director's designee may refuse to accept an
application for a permit from any applicant: (1) who is or was in default on a previously issued permit, or who is
the permittee listed on an expired permit which is not currently in the process of being extended by County
administrative action, or who has not fully complied with the application process; (2) for any other reason the
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Director or the Director's designee deems necessary in furtherance of the intent of this Code; or (3) for any
reason that is necessary to maintain the health, safety and welfare of the public.
(i)
Section 105.3.1.4, By Whom an Application is Made. Application for a permit shall be made by the owner or
lessee of the building or structure, or the agent of either, or by the licensed engineer or architect employed in
connection with the proposed work. If the application is made by a person other than the owner in fee, the
applicant shall attest on the permit application or by separate written statement, that the proposed work is
authorized by the owner in fee and that the applicant is authorized to make such application. The full names and
addresses of the owner, lessee, applicant, and the responsible officer if the owner or lessee is a corporate body,
shall be stated on the application. Subsequent permits will be issued in the name of the owner of record at time
of permit issuance.
(j)
Section 105.3.2, Time Limitation of an Application. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be
deemed to have been abandoned six (6) months after the date of filing, unless such application has been
diligently pursued in good faith or a permit has been issued. Extensions of time may be authorized by the
Director or the Director's designee. The Director or the Director's designee may request any documentation or
certification deemed necessary and assess an extension fee as appropriate.
(k)
Section 105.5, Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site authorized by
such permit is commenced within one hundred eighty (180) days after the issuance, or if the work authorized on
the site by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days after the time
the work is commenced. The Director or the Director's designee is authorized to grant, in writing, one or more
extensions of time, for periods not more than one hundred eighty (180) days each. The extension shall be
requested in writing and justifiable cause shall be demonstrated. Any permit issued for property within the area
of a pending Sectional Map Amendment (as provided for in the County Zoning Ordinance) that is rezoned to a
less intense zone, shall expire on its own terms upon approval of the Sectional Map Amendment by the District
Council if a completed building foundation for a use not permitted in the less intense zone has not been
completed. The Director or the Director's designee shall notify the permit holder of the expiration of the permit.
(l)
Section 105.5.1, Expiration of Permit and Correction of Code Violations. Any permit issued for residential
property to correct a building code or housing code violation issued pursuant to Subtitle 4 or Subtitle 13 of the
County Code shall be issued only for a period of time reasonably necessary to correct the violation, not to
exceed ninety (90) days. The initial period of the permit shall be established by the Director or the Director's
designee based upon the extent of the work required to correct the violation. The permit may be extended or
renewed for an additional period of one hundred eighty (180) days if, in the opinion of the Director or the
Director's designee, the applicant has demonstrated substantial progress to complete the work in accordance with
the permit and has demonstrated substantial justification for failure to complete the work within the period of the
permit. The Board of Administrative Appeals shall have no authority to grant an extension to the period of the
permit.
(m)
Section 105.9, Building Location. No permit for building shall be issued for a structure that overlaps the County
line. Location of the County line on the site plan shall be certified by a Professional Land Surveyor.
(n)
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Section 105.10, Date and Hours of Operation Limits. All permits shall be issued with date and hours of
operation limits listed as determined by the Director or the Director's designee. All permits shall be issued
indicating that no work shall be performed during the hours of 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., unless work is performed
pursuant to Section 4-120 of this Subtitle.
(o)
Section 105.1.3, After Hours Permit. Any request to work pursuant to a permit beyond permitted construction
hours shall be made by application to the Code Official and shall be subject to noise regulations of Prince
George's County Code. No after-hours permit shall be issued for work in an area zoned "residential" under the
Zoning Regulations then in effect, or in an area within 500 feet (152 400 mm) of such residential zone, or within
500 feet (152 400 mm) of a building with sleeping quarters, unless the Code Official determines that not issuing
such permit would pose a threat to public safety, health and welfare.
(CB-121-1985; CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-97-1989; CB-25-1991; CB-98-1991; CB-102-1992; CB-631995; CB-63-1997; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-2-2005; CB-14-2005; CB-73-2005; CB-13-2009; CB-152011; CB-45-2012; CB-18-2013; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020; CB-5-2021; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 4-112. - Administration; Section 105, Permits.
(a)
A new Subsection 105.5.1, Expiration of Permit. Any permit issued for property within the area of a pending
Sectional Map Amendment, as provided for in Subtitle 27 of this Code, that is rezoned to a less intense zone,
shall expire on its own terms upon approval of the Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council, if a
completed building foundation for a use not permitted in the less intense zone has not been completed. The
Director or the Director's designee shall notify the permit holder of the expiration of the permit.
(b)
A new Subsection 105.5.2, Expiration of Permit; Correction of Code Violations. Any permit issued for
residential property to correct a building code or housing code violation, issued pursuant to Subtitle 4 or Subtitle
13 of this Code, shall be issued only for a period of time reasonably necessary to correct the violation, not to
exceed 90 days. The initial period of the permit shall be established by the Director or the Director's designee
based upon the extent of the work required to correct the violation. The permit may be extended or renewed for
an additional period of 180 days if, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's designee, the applicant has
demonstrated substantial progress to complete the work in accordance with the permit and has demonstrated
substantial justification for failure to complete the work within the period of the permit. The Board of Appeals
shall have no authority to grant an extension to the period of the permit.
(c)
Section 105.6, Suspension or Revocation and Reissuance of Permits. The Director or the Director's designee is
authorized to suspend or revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this Code as follows: (1) whenever the
permit is issued in error, (2) incorrectly, (3) inaccurately, (4) in an incomplete manner, (5) for any reason that is
necessary to maintain the health, safety and welfare of the public, (6) in violation of any ordinance, regulation or
any of the provisions of this Code, and (7) the Director or the Director's designee, in consultation with the Police
Department and the Fire/EMS Department, shall have the authority to deny, suspend, or revoke any application
or permit under the provisions of this Division and upon a violation of this Division. In addition, the failure to
have utility lines located on site through the Utility Service Protection Center ("Miss Utility") and any
nonmember utilities prior to starting any excavation deeper than twelve (12) inches will result in permit
revocation."
(1)
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A permit under which no work is commenced within one hundred eighty (180) days after issuance shall expire
and become null and void; provided, however, that the Director or the Director's designee may extend the time
herein not to exceed an additional one hundred eighty (180) days upon sufficient justification shown.
(2)
A permit under which work has been started and later suspended or discontinued shall expire and become null
and void six (6) months after the work has stopped. Work will be considered suspended or discontinued when
the builder fails to prosecute the work so as to ensure completion within a reasonable period of time considering
the type of construction involved. The Director or the Director's designee may extend the time herein not to
exceed an additional twelve (12) months upon sufficient justification shown.
(3)
A permit issued in error or not in compliance with County Code at time of issuance may be suspended by the
Director or the Director's designee.
(4)
When a permit has expired for failure to commence work, it may be renewed within a period of thirty (30) days
from the date of expiration if the conditions under which the permit was originally issued have remained
unchanged and there has been no change in law or ordinance that would adversely affect the permit. A fee shall
be collected for each renewal; however, no permit may be renewed more than two (2) times.
(5)
Whenever the Director or the Director's designee determines by inspection that work started on any building or
structure for which a permit has been issued has been suspended for a period of six (6) months, the owner of the
property upon which the structure is located, or other person or agent in control of said property, shall, within
thirty (30) days from the receipt of written notice from the Department, obtain a new or renewal permit to
complete the required work and diligently pursue the work to completion, or shall remove work not completed
or demolish the incomplete structures or buildings within sixty (60) days from the date of the printed notice.
(6)
Permits suspended for failure to comply with the County Code or ordinances may be reinstated by the Director
or the Director's designee upon compliance or approved validation.
(7)
A permit issued for property within the area of a pending Sectional Map Amendment, as provided for in Subtitle
27 of this Code, that is rezoned to a less intense zone, shall expire if a completed building foundation for a use
not permitted in the less intense zone has not been constructed pursuant to a validly issued permit prior to
District Council approval of the Sectional Map Amendment. The determination of the Director or the Director's
designee made in accordance with Subsection 105.5.1 of this Subtitle shall not be appealable to the Board of
Appeals.
(8)
The Director or the Director's designee may reissue a permit subject to all applicable laws or regulations in
effect at the time the permit was originally issued, for a period not to exceed one (1) year after expiration
provided that:
(A)
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The County Executive, by Executive Order, has made a finding of severe economic factors adversely affecting
real estate development and construction in the County during a specified period and the County Council has
been notified by the County Executive of such finding at least seven (7) days prior to issuance of the Executive
Order;
(B)
There is a reasonable showing that these economic factors contributed to the expiration of the permit;
(C)
There has been no change in the zoning of the property which would affect the issuance of the permit; and
(D)
A processing fee has been paid in an amount equal to the amount that would be required if the permit was
renewed.
(d)
Subsection 105.6.1, Revocation of Permits. In addition, the failure to locate utility lines on site, prior to starting
any excavation deeper than twelve (12) inches, by not contacting in due time the Utility Service Protection
Center, "Miss Utility," and nonmember utilities, as known, and having such utilities locate lines on site, shall be
cause - irrespective of whether or not a utility line is ruptured - for revocation of the permit. In order to continue
work for which a permit has been revoked, a new application shall be required as specified in Section 105,
Permits of IBC/IRC.
(e)
Post Construction Permit. Any owner cited for unpermitted construction shall be required to obtain a "Post
Construction Permit" to complete and certify that the unpermitted construction is in compliance with the Code or
to remove the unpermitted work. The Post Construction Permit fee must be paid in addition to any other fees
required to obtain permits.
(1)
Post construction plans submitted for approval must be certified by a Maryland Registered Professional
Engineer (PE) or a Maryland Licensed Architect.
(CB-40-1984; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-50-1990; CB-25-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-55-1998; CB-82-1998;
CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-18-2013; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-113. - Administration; Section 107, Submittal Documents.
(a)
Section 107.9., Location of Underground Utility Lines Prior to Commencement of Work. For all work that
requires excavation deeper than twelve (12) inches, the permit holder (permittee) accepting the permit agrees to
contact the Utility Service Protection Center, "Miss Utility," and nonmember utility companies, as known, in due
time and prior to beginning any excavation work for the purpose of having each utility company locate its lines
on site. In the event that the permittee fails to obtain the services of the utilities, then in such event, and
irrespective of whether or not a utility line is ruptured, the Director or the Director's designee may revoke the
building or grading permit, or both. In such event, all fees paid to the County shall be forfeited and, in order to
continue work, a new application with requisite fee for a permit shall be filed. Drawings shall be reexamined to
determine that all utilities have been located and verified by the utility companies having knowledge of the
location of such underground utilities. However, in the event any or all of the respective utility companies fail to
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furnish the requisite information to the permittee within a reasonable period of time as determined by the
Director or the Director's designee under all of the circumstances, then, in such event, the foregoing revocation
provisions shall not apply.
(b)
Section 107.2.10., Acknowledgement of Final Grade. Builders and developers shall place on record with each
utility company a written acknowledgment that final grade has been achieved to within six (6) inches. Utility
lines shall not be installed until such acknowledgment has been received by the utilities.
(c)
Section 107.11., Fire Protection Engineering Design Evaluation (FPEDE). All plans and specifications for which
a building permit is required for buildings of the Use Groups listed in this Section shall be evaluated in
accordance with the requirements of this Section for design compliance with adopted fire related code
requirements concerning:
(1)
Documentation of the title and edition of all applicable State and local Building and Fire codes and standards,
and amendments thereto, on which the design is based;
(2)
Designated Use Group Classification(s) of all spaces;
(3)
Type of construction requirements identified, with supportive calculations;
(4)
Documentation of fire endurance ratings of structural elements and related components (walls, floors, roofs,
parapets, opening protectives);
(5)
Height and area calculations and limitation compliance and required property line setback criteria;
(6)
Occupant load calculations and egress capacity and travel distance analysis;
(7)
Interior finishes analysis;
(8)
Fire protection systems required (suppression, fire alarm, smoke detection, heat detection, smoke control, other
required fire protection systems);
(9)
Fire hydrant locations, fire department connection locations, and emergency fire and medical vehicle access;
(10)
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Emergency lighting and emergency power systems;
(11)
Applicable provisions of Chapter 4 of the IBC, "Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy";
and
(12)
Compliance with applicable NFPA Codes and Standards for specific processes, materials, or hazards which are
referenced within the IBC or the NFPA 101, Life Safety Code. A written Fire Protection Engineering Design
Evaluation (FPEDE) concerning these items shall be submitted with the plans accompanying the application for
a building permit. It shall be in the format established by the Director or the Director's designee and shall be
signed and sealed by the preparer. If, in the course of performing the FPEDE, the evaluating fire protection
engineer determines that there are fire related code deficiencies in the drawing or specifications, all such
deficiencies shall be remedied prior to the submittal of the FPEDE and the building permit application and
drawings. A tracking of the deficiencies and their resolution must be included in the submittal. The FPEDE must
include a signed and sealed statement by both the evaluating fire protection engineer and the engineer or
architect of record attesting: "These drawings and specifications are in full compliance with the fire safety
provisions of all adopted State and local Building Code, Fire Codes, Mechanical Codes, local amendments and
referenced codes and standards to the best of their knowledge and belief."
(d)
Section 107.3.11.1, Use Groups and Fire Protection Systems Requiring a Fire Protection Engineering Design
Evaluation (FPEDE). A FPEDE is required for the following buildings or fire protection systems for which a
building permit application is made:
(1)
Use Group "A", Assembly, with an occupant load of one thousand (1,000) persons or more for a new building,
an addition to an existing Assembly building or occupancy change of a building to an Assembly occupant type;
(2)
Use Group "H", High Hazard;
(3)
Use Groups "I-2" and "I-3", Institutional;
(4)
Use Group "M", all covered malls and open malls exceeding thirty thousand (30,000) square feet in gross area;
(5)
Use Groups R-1 and R-2 with an estimated construction cost of Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) or more;
(6)
Any Use Group when deemed necessary by the Director or the Director's designee due to complexity or scope of
the design;
(7)
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Any automatic fire suppression, fire detection, fire alarm or smoke management system shop drawings when
deemed necessary by the Director or the Director's designee due to complexity or scope of the design;
(8)
Any building design for a Use Group when deemed necessary by the Director or the Director's designee due to
submission of drawings containing extensive or repeated code deficiencies, which create an undue burden upon
the review process.
(9)
The completed FPEDE must be submitted with the initial plan submission for the plan review to take place. The
FPEDE must include any Fire Protection Engineer comments given during the review and how they were
remedied as part of the report submitted for review.
(e)
Section 107.3.11.2, Qualifications of Fire Protection Engineering Design Evaluation (FPEDE) Preparer. The
FPEDE must be prepared by a Fire Protection Engineer who is a registered professional engineer in the State of
Maryland. The preparer must also possess:
(1)
A Bachelor of Science degree in Fire Protection Engineering from an Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology (ABET) accredited University; or
(2)
At least five (5) years of documented experience as a professional engineer in the review and evaluation of
buildings and fire protection systems for code compliance; and
(3)
Verification of qualifications must be provided with each FPEDE submission if requested by the Director or the
Director's designee. Failure to submit the required documentation may result in denial of the FPEDE
submission.
(f)
Section 107.3.3.1, Approval of Partial Plans. The Code Official is authorized to issue a partial permit for the
construction of foundations or any other part of a building or structure before the entire plans and specifications
for the whole building or structure have been submitted, provided adequate information and detailed statements
have been filed complying with all pertinent requirements of the County Building Code. Issuance of a partial
permit by the code official does not constitute assurance that a permit for the entire structure will be granted. The
holder of such partial permit for the foundations or other part of a building or structure will proceed with the
building operation at the holder's own risk and without assurance that a permit for the entire structure will be
granted.
(g)
Transitory Provisions
(1)
Applicable Codes. The laws and regulations in force on the date that a new edition of the Construction Codes are
adopted pursuant to Section 122, shall remain in effect for the purposes specified in Sections 123.1.1 through
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123.1.4.
(2)
Existing Valid Permit. Work authorized by a permit issued before the effective date of the new edition of the
Construction Codes shall be allowed to be carried to completion, subject to the conditions of Sections I05.5 and
105.6.
(3)
Existing Filed Application. Applications for permits for which the application filing deposit has been paid before
the effective date of the new edition of the Construction Codes, pursuant to Section 108.2.1.1, shall be allowed
to be processed to issuance of the permit, and any work authorized thereby shall be allowed to be carried to
completion, under the edition of the Construction Codes in effect on the date said applications were filed, subject
to the following conditions:
(a)
Each such application shall have been filed accompanied by plans and other information conforming to Sections
106.1 and 106.1.1, sufficiently complete to allow processing of the permit without substantial change or
deviation;
(b)
Each such permit shall be paid in full and taken out by the applicant within one year after the effective date of
the new edition of the Construction Codes;
(c)
All work authorized by such permit shall be carried to completion under the terms of the permit; and
(d)
Permits granted under Section 123.1.2 shall not be extended if permitted to expire, pursuant to Section 105.5, or
if revoked pursuant to Sections 105.6 and 105.6.1.
(4)
Existing Design Contracts. Buildings and other structures under contract for design on the effective date of the
new edition of the Construction Codes, for which no permit applications have been filed, shall be allowed to be
filed, processed to issuance of permit, and any work authorized thereby shall be allowed to be carried to
completion, under the previous edition of the Construction Codes, subject to the following conditions:
(a)
The applicant shall file the permit application, accompanied by plans and other information conforming to
Sections 106.1 and 106.1.1 of the new edition of the Construction Codes, sufficiently complete to allow
processing of the permit without substantial change or deviation, within one year after the effective date of the
new edition of the Construction Codes;
(b)
The applicant shall submit a copy of the design contract, with a notarized affidavit stating that the submitted
copy is a true and accurate copy of the contract for the design of the building or other structure, that the contract
was in effect on or before the effective date of the Construction Codes, and that the design submitted with the
permit application was made under such contract;
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(c)
The permit shall be obtained, and the permit fee paid in full by the applicant within one year after the filing date;
(d)
All work authorized by such permit shall be carried to completion under the terms of the permit; and
(e)
Permits granted under Section 123.1.3 shall not be extended if permitted to expire pursuant to Section 105.5, or
if revoked pursuant to Sections 105.6 and 105.6.1.
(5)
Tenant Layout Permits. The work necessary to finish the interior layout of every tenant space of a building
permitted under previous editions of the Construction Codes for first occupancy of each such tenant space, shall
be considered part of the completion of said building, and the permits for such tenant work shall be allowed to
be processed under the same edition of the Construction Codes as the base building permit, regardless of when
the tenant layout project began.
(6)
Violations or Infractions. The laws and regulations in force on the date that a new edition of the Construction
Codes is adopted pursuant to Section 122 shall apply with respect to violations or infractions committed prior to
said date, whether the prosecutions or adjudications of those violations of infractions are begun before or after
said date.
(CB-121-1985; CB-129-1987; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-902015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-114. through Sec. 4-115. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-116. - Administration; Section 114, Violations.
(a)
Sections 114.2 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
"Notice of Violation"
The Building Official is authorized to serve a notice of violation or order on the person responsible for the
erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, moving, removal, demolition or occupancy of a building or
structure in violation of the provisions of this code, or in violation of a detail statement or a plan approved
thereunder, or in violation of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code. Such order shall
direct the discontinuance of the illegal action or condition and the abatement of the violation.
(b)
Section 114.4 of the IBC is amended to read as follows: "Violation Penalties"
114.4.1 Civil Penalties: Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or combination thereof who
shall violate a provision of the International Building Code (IBC) or of this Subtitle, or fail to comply with any
of the requirements thereof, violates a lawful order issued thereunder, or any person who shall erect, construct,
alter, or repair a building or structure or mechanical or electrical system without all required permits or in
violation of an approved plan or directive of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the
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provisions of this Subtitle or the IBC may be liable for a civil fine in accordance with the provisions of this
section. A civil fine imposed under this subsection is in addition to any other sanction provided by law.
A civil fine may be assessed in conjunction with a written notice of violation or through the issuance of a civil
citation or an administrative citation in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
114.4.1.1 Civil Fine Imposed Through Notice of Violation: When a civil fine is imposed through a notice of
violation, the notice of violation shall state the amount of the civil fine and a description of the circumstances
giving rise to the assessment. A civil fine imposed through a notice of violation shall be one thousand dollars
($1,000) per violation. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. A civil fine
assessed through a notice of violation shall be due and payable within 30 days after the Building Official issues
the written notice.
114.4.1.1.1 Appeal of Civil Fine Issued Through Notice of Violation: A written notice of violation assessing a
civil fine under this section shall be a final decision of the Director or the Director's designee.
114.4.1.1.2 Recording of Civil Fine as tax lien: If a civil fine imposed through a notice of violation has not been
paid within 30 days after the written notice of violation, the Director may cause the written notice of violation to
be recorded with the Director of Finance for Prince George's County. Recordation of the notice of violation shall
constitute a lien on the subject property and shall be collected in the same manner as other County real estate
taxes. The filing of an appeal of a civil fine shall not affect the recordation of a tax lien under this subsection.
Upon receiving notice that a duly adjudicated appeal has resulted in a decision in favor of an appellant regarding
a civil fine imposed under this subsection, the Director of Finance shall release the tax lien.
114.4.1.2 Civil Fine Imposed Through Civil Citation
114.4.1.2.1 In the event that a responsible party does not comply with a notice of violation within the time
period provided, including any period allowed by appeal, and upon verification by the Director or the Director's
designee that the violation still exists, the Director or the Director's designee may issue upon the responsible
parties a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code.
114.4.1.2.2 Separate Violation: Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to
an additional citation and fine in the same dollar amount as the repeat citation(s).
114.4.1.2.3 Civil Citation in addition to other sanctions: A civil citation imposed under this subsection is in
addition to any other sanction provided by law.
114.4.1.3 Administrative Citation
114.4.1.3.1 In lieu of issuing a civil citation pursuant to Section 114.4.1.2 above, upon verification of a violation
of this Section, the Director or Director's designee may issue upon the responsible parties an administrative
citation as that term is defined in Section 13-1121 of this Code.
114.4.1.3.2 In addition to any other matters that the Director prescribes, the issuance of an administrative
citation shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Sec. 13-1125 of this Code.
114.4.1.3.3 Administrative citations issued under this subtitle shall be adjudicated in accordance with the
provisions outlined in Sections 13-1126, 13-1127, 13-1128, 13-1129, 13-1130, 13-1131, and 13-1132 of this
Code.
114.4.1.3.4 A civil fine imposed through an administrative citation under this section shall be One Thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) per violation and shall be due and payable within 30 days after the citation is issued. Each
day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
(c)
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114.5 Disclosure Requirements:
114.5.1 Disclosure to Prospective Purchaser or Lessee: When the owner of a dwelling unit or structure has
received a notice of violation issued under this Subtitle, the owner shall provide a copy of the notice of violation
to a prospective purchaser or lessee.
114.5.2 Recordation: The Director may record a notice of violation issued under this Subtitle among the land
records in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County.
(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-47-2019;
CB-35-2020; CB-61-2021)
Sec. 4-117. - Administration; Section 115, Stop Work Order.
(a)
Section 115.2 of the IBC is amended to read as follows: Upon notice from the Building Official that work on any
building or structure is being executed contrary to the provisions of this code or in an unsafe and dangerous
manner, such work shall be immediately stopped. The Stop Work Order shall be in writing and shall be given to
the owner of the property involved, the owner's authorized agent or the person performing the work. Upon
issuance of a Stop Work Order, the cited work shall immediately cease. The Stop Work Order shall state the
reason for the order and the conditions under which the cited work will be permitted to resume. Stop Work Order
will be in full force until all fees and penalties are paid and permits have been secured for all illegal and/or
unpermitted construction.
(b)
Section 115.3 of the IBC is amended to read as follows: Unlawful Continuance:
115.3.1 Civil Penalties: Any person, firm, association, partnership, or corporation, or combination thereof, who
shall continue work in violation of the provisions of a Stop Work Order, or shall remove or cause to be removed
a Stop Work Order sign still in effect and operation, may be liable for a civil fine in accordance with the
provisions of this section. A civil fine imposed under this subsection is in addition to any other sanction
provided by law.
A civil fine may be assessed in conjunction with a written notice of violation or through the issuance of a civil
citation or an administrative citation in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
115.3.1.1 Civil Fine Imposed Through Notice of Violation: When a civil fine is imposed through a notice of
violation, the notice of violation shall state the amount of the civil fine and a description of the circumstances
giving rise to the assessment. A civil fine imposed through a notice of violation shall be one thousand dollars
($1,000) per violation. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. A civil fine
assessed through a notice of violation shall be due and payable within 30 days after the Building Official issues
the written notice.
115.3.1.1.1 Appeal of Civil Fine Issued Through Notice of Violation: A written notice of violation assessing a
civil fine under this section shall be a final decision of the Director or the Director's designee.
115.3.1.1.2 Recording of Civil Fine as tax lien: If a civil fine imposed through a notice of violation has not been
paid within 30 days after the written notice of violation, the Director may cause the written notice of violation to
be recorded with the Director of Finance for Prince George's County. Recordation of the notice of violation shall
constitute a lien on the subject property and shall be collected in the same manner as other County real estate
taxes. The filing of an appeal of a civil fine shall not affect the recordation of a tax lien under this subsection.
Upon receiving notice that a duly adjudicated appeal has resulted in a decision in favor of an appellant regarding
a civil fine imposed under this subsection, the Director of Finance shall release the tax lien.
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115.3.1.2 Civil Fine Imposed Through Civil Citation
115.3.1.2.1 In the event that a responsible party does not comply with a notice of violation within the time
period provided, including any period allowed by appeal, and upon verification by the Director or the Director's
designee that the violation still exists, the Director or the Director's designee may issue upon the responsible
parties a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code.
115.3.1.2.2 Separate Violation: Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to
an additional citation and fine in the same dollar amount as the repeat citation(s).
115.3.1.2.3 Civil Citation in addition to other sanctions: A civil citation imposed under this subsection is in
addition to any other sanction provided by law.
115.3.1.3 Administrative Citation
115.3.1.3.1 In lieu of issuing a civil citation pursuant to Section 115.3.1.2 above, upon verification of a violation
of this Section, the Director or Director's designee may issue upon the responsible parties an administrative
citation as that term is defined in Section 13-1121 of this Code.
115.3.1.3.2 In addition to any other matters that the Director prescribes, the issuance of an administrative
citation shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Sec. 13-1125 of this Code.
115.3.1.3.3 Administrative citations issued under this subtitle shall be adjudicated in accordance with the
provisions outlined in Sections 13-1126, 13-1127, 13-1128, 13-1129, 13-1130, 13-1131, and 13-1132 of this
Code.
115.3.1.3.4 A civil fine imposed through an administrative citation under this section shall be One Thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) per violation and shall be due and payable within 30 days after the citation is issued. Each
day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
115.3.2 Criminal Penalties: Any person, firm, association, partnership, or corporation, or combination thereof,
who shall continue work in violation of the provisions of a Stop Work Order, or shall remove or cause to be
removed a Stop Work Order sign still in effect and operation, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a
fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per violation for as long as that the unlawful work
continues, or imprisonment for six (6) months, or both.
(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012; CB-47-2019; CB-35-2020;
CB-61-2021)
Sec. 4-118. - Administration; Section 111, Certificate of Use and Occupancy.
(a)
Section 111.1.1, One-Family Dwelling Units. Prior to the consummation of the sale (settlement) of any new,
one-family dwelling, including the sale of a new condominium unit which is offered for sale for the first time,
there shall be an inspection of the unit and premises by the Director or the Director's designee and a Certificate
of Occupancy issued or a list of the violations or deficiencies requiring correction prior to issuance of such
certificate. At the time of consummation of such sale, the Certificate of Occupancy, or a list of the deficiencies
or violations which remain to be corrected prior to issuance of such Certificate, shall be presented to the builder.
Unless contractually relieved of such responsibility, the seller shall be responsible for correction of any
violations or deficiencies necessary for the Certificate to be issued. When a Certificate of Occupancy has not
been issued prior to consummation of the sale, there shall be required a separate, written contractual agreement
indicating responsibility for correction of all deficiencies or violations cited by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement by a date certain. The provisions of this Section are not applicable when a new
dwelling unit is purchased for resale as a new dwelling unit.
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(1)
Nothing herein shall be construed to relieve a builder or seller of a dwelling unit from any responsibility for
correction of building code violations which were caused, created, or constructed by the builder or seller, and the
transfer of title to the property to a subsequent owner shall not relieve the builder or seller of the responsibility
for making such corrections.
(b)
Section 113.9, Transfer of Ownership. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any building or other structure upon
whom a notice of violation or order has been served to see, transfer, mortgage, lease or otherwise dispose of
such building or other structure to another person or entity until the provisions of the notice or order have been
complied with, or until such owner shall first furnish the grantee, transferee, mortgagee or lessee a true copy of
any notice or order issued by the Code Official and shall furnish to the Code Official a signed and notarized
statement from the grantee, transferee, mortgagee or lessee, acknowledging the receipt of such notice or order
and fully accepting responsibility without condition for making the corrections or repairs required by such notice
or order.
(c)
Section 111.1.2, Issuance of Certificates of Occupancy. No Certificate of Occupancy for any building or
structure, erected, altered, repaired, changed to a different use group, or transferred to a new owner or occupant
shall be issued unless such building or structure was erected, altered, or repaired and is otherwise in compliance
with the provisions of this Division and other provisions of State or local laws, ordinances, and regulations.
(1)
A Use and Occupancy Verification Letter shall be issued in compliance with the provisions of this Division and
other provisions of State or local laws, ordinances, and regulations. Such Verification Letter shall certify to the
owner of any building or structure that the current use of building is compliant with applicable parts of this
Subtitle, and other applicable State or local laws, ordinances, and regulations.
(2)
Exceptions: All buildings which undergo a change of owner or tenant only with no change of intended use group
are not required to meet the fire safety requirements for a new building in order to obtain a Certificate of
Occupancy. Such buildings are required to comply with the provisions of state and local laws, ordinances, and
regulations with respect to fire safety for existing buildings.
(d)
Section 111.2.1, Change of Use Group, Owner or Tenant. No change in use group, owner, or tenant of a
building, structure, or land shall be permitted, wholly or in part, until a new Certificate of Occupancy has been
issued by the Building Official certifying compliance with applicable parts of this Subtitle and other applicable
State or local laws, ordinances, and regulations. This provision shall not apply to a change of tenant for R-2,
change of owner or tenant for R-3, or change of tenant for R-4 structures.
(e)
Section 111.5, Uninhabitable Dwellings. When the Director or the Director's designee has determined that a
dwelling is unfit for human habitation pursuant to Subtitle 13 of the County Code and the dwelling has remained
unoccupied for a subsequent period of one hundred eighty (180) days, the Director or the Director's designee
shall revoke the Certificate of Occupancy, or if no Certificate of Occupancy has been issued, the Director or the
Director's designee shall revoke authorization for the dwelling to be occupied and require that a Certificate of
Occupancy be obtained prior to any occupancy of the dwelling. The notice of revocation shall specify the
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violations of Subtitle 13 and the corrective action required for each violation. Within one hundred eighty (180)
days after the date of the revocation of the Certificate of Occupancy, the owner of the dwelling shall apply for a
building permit to correct the violations. The application for a building permit shall include a rehabilitation plan
which identifies all of the work required to be performed and a schedule for performing the work. The permit
shall be issued for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days and may be renewed once for another one hundred
eighty (180) day period if, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's designee, the applicant has
demonstrated substantial progress in accordance with the rehabilitation plan and has demonstrated substantial
justification for failure to complete the work in accordance with the rehabilitation plan. If the owner of the
dwelling does not submit a rehabilitation plan within one hundred eighty (180) days after the date that the
Certificate of Occupancy was revoked, or if the owner of the dwelling fails to complete the work required to be
performed by the rehabilitation plan prior to the expiration of the building permit, including any renewal period,
the dwelling shall be considered abandoned and the Director or the Director's designee shall cause the dwelling
to be demolished in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 13.
(CB-121-1985; CB-90-1987; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-56-1998; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002;
CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-18-2013; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020; CB-63-2021)
Sec. 4-119. - Administration; Section 113, Board of Appeals.
(a)
Section 113.2 is hereby amended to read as follows: Limitations on Authority. An application for appeal shall be
based on a claim that the true intent of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly
interpreted, the provisions of this code do not fully apply or an equally good or better form of construction is
proposed. The board shall not have authority to waive requirements of this code and shall not have jurisdiction
over matters for which adjudication or appeal is expressly assigned to the procedures outlined in Section 13,
Division 15 of this Code.
(b)
Section 113.4 of the IBC is hereby added as follows: Construction in the One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain.
(1)
Variances for construction in the One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain shall be issued by the Board of
Administrative Appeals upon:
(A)
A showing of good and sufficient cause;
(B)
A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship to the applicant;
(C)
A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to
public safety, extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances;
(D)
A determination that the variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief upon consideration of the flood
hazard; and
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(E)
Upon meeting the performance standards of Section 401.2 or 401.3 of the "Flood Proofing Regulations,"
promulgated by the Office of the Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army, Washington, District of Columbia.
(2)
The Board of Administrative Appeals shall notify the aggrieved party, in writing, of its decision that:
(A)
The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level will result in increased premium
rates for flood insurance up to twenty five dollars ($25.00) for one hundred dollars ($100.00) of insurance
coverage; and
(B)
Such construction below the base flood level increases the risks to life and property. Such notification shall be
maintained with a record of all variance actions, as required in Section (4)(B).
(3)
Each decision of the Board of Administrative Appeals, with respect to the granting or denial of a variance, as
described herein, shall be forwarded to the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement and to the
Prince George's County Planning Board.
(4)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall:
(A)
Maintain a record of all variance actions, including justification for their issuance; and
(B)
Report such variances issued in its annual report submitted to the Federal Insurance Administrator.
(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-47-2019;
CB-36-2020)
Sec. 4-120. - Administration; Section 116, Unsafe Structures and Equipment.
(a)
Section 116.3, Notice. If an unsafe condition is found in a building or structure, the Director or the Director's
designee shall serve on the owner, agent, or person in control of the building or structure a written notice
describing the building or structure deemed unsafe and specifying the required repairs or improvements to be
made to render the building or structure safe and secure, or requiring the unsafe building or structure, or portion
thereof, to be demolished within a stipulated time. Such notice shall require the person thus notified to
immediately declare to the Director or the Director's designee his acceptance or rejection of the terms of the
order.
(b)
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Section 116.3.1, Notice Involving Historic Resource. If a building or structure found to be unsafe by the Director
or the Director's designee is an identified historic resource on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and
District Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland, a copy of the notice shall also be sent to the Historic
Preservation Commission and demolition shall not be authorized without approval of the Historic Preservation
Commission, except when an emergency situation exists where there is actual and immediate danger of collapse
or failure of the building or structure, or any part thereof, which would endanger human life.
(CB-121-1985; CB-138-1986; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-30-2000; CB-54-2002; CB-412003; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-121. - Administration; Section 117, Emergency Measures.
(a)
Section 117.1, Imminent Danger. When, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's designee, there is
imminent danger of failure or collapse of a building or structure or any part thereof which endangers life or
when any structure or part of a structure has fallen and life is endangered by the occupation of the building or
structure, the Director or the Director's designee is hereby authorized and empowered to order and require the
occupants to vacate the same forthwith. The Director or the Director's designee shall cause to be posted at each
entrance to such structure, a notice reading as follows: 'This structure is unsafe and its occupancy has been
prohibited by the Director or the Director's designee.' It shall be unlawful for any person to enter such structure
except for the purpose of making the required repairs or of demolishing the same.
(b)
Subsection 117.1.1, Abatement of Uncompleted Structures. In the event that the responsible party fails to
complete construction of a structure at the time of expiration, abandonment, or revocation of the building permit,
and in the event that the responsible party fails to comply with the lawful order of the Director or the Director's
designee to make safe by the completion of the construction or to demolish an unsafe and uncompleted structure,
the Director or the Director's designee shall cause emergency work to be completed as required, to abate the
unsafe conditions by appropriate means, including the demolition and removal of dangerous structures, using
such public or private resources required and available.
(c)
Section 117.1.2, Abatement of Unsafe Conditions. When, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's
designee, there is an imminent danger to human life or the public welfare due to an unsafe condition, the
Director or the Director's designee shall cause the necessary work to be done to eliminate the condition
including, but not limited to, the demolition of the structure or structures. The Director or the Director's designee
shall cause to be published, for three (3) consecutive days, in a County newspaper of record, notice setting forth
the address of the building; a description of the real estate sufficient for its identification; a statement that the
property is unsafe and constitutes an immediate and continuing hazard to the community; and a statement that
the County intends to demolish same if the owner fails to do so. The provisions of Section 4-121(a) shall not
apply. A person objecting to the proposed actions of the County may file an objection in an appropriate form in a
court of competent jurisdiction. If the building is not demolished within thirty (30) days of mailing the notice to
the owners of record, or within thirty (30) days of the last day of publication of the notice in a County newspaper
of record, whichever is later, the Director or the Director's designee shall have the power to demolish the
structure or structures.
(d)
Section 117.2, Temporary Safeguards. When, in the opinion of the Director or the Director's designee, there is
imminent danger due to an unsafe condition, the Director or the Director's designee shall cause the necessary
work to be done to render such structure temporarily safe, whether or not the legal procedure herein described
has been instituted. The Director or the Director's designee shall cause the necessary work to be completed in the
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following manner: to secure doors and windows the material shall be cut to fit either within the recess of the
exterior finish wall if the door or window is recessed or to fit on the door or window trim if the trim is applied
on top of the exterior wall. The preferred material for windows shall be a transparent material such as Lexan or
Plexiglas. If solid materials are used to secure either windows or doors, the solid material shall be painted either
white or to match the color of the trim. At the time the structure is secured, the Director or the Director's
designee shall notify the owner that the temporary measures have been taken and that the owner is required to
restore the structure within thirty (30) days and that the owner is subject to citation directing that the building be
repaired to restore the building envelope. If the structure is not restored within thirty (30) days, the owner shall
be fined one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each month that the structure is not restored and that the violation
continues. For damage to the building as a result of a storm or fire, the Director or the Director's designee may
exercise discretion to extend the initial 30-day period without assessing a fine where the owner and insurer are
promptly and actively undertaking repairs to the building.
(e)
Section 117.3, Closing Streets. When necessary for the public safety, the Director or the Director's designee shall
temporarily close structures and close, or order the authority having jurisdiction to close, sidewalks, streets,
public ways and places adjacent to the unsafe structure and prohibit the same from being used.
(f)
Section 117.4, Emergency Repairs. For the purpose of this Section, the Director or the Director's designee shall
employ the necessary labor and materials to perform the required work as expeditiously as possible.
(g)
Section 117.5, Cost of Emergency Repairs. Costs incurred in the performance of emergency work shall be paid
from the treasury of the jurisdiction on certificate of the Building Official. The legal counsel of the jurisdiction
shall institute appropriate action against the owner of the premises where the unsafe condition was located for
recovery of such costs, including, but not limited to, certification for a tax lien as provided by Section 117.7.
(h)
Section 117.6, Unsafe Equipment. Equipment deemed unsafe by the Director or the Director's designee shall not
be operated after the date stated in the notice unless the required repairs or changes have been made and the
equipment has been approved, or unless an extension of time has been secured from the Director or the
Director's designee in writing.
(i)
Section 117.6.1, Authority to Seal Equipment. In the case of an emergency, the Director or the Director's
designee shall have the authority to seal out of service immediately any unsafe device or equipment regulated by
this Code.
(j)
Section 117.6.2, Unlawful to Remove Seal. Any device or equipment sealed out of service by the Director or the
Director's designee shall be plainly identified in an approved manner. The identification shall not be tampered
with, defaced or removed except by the Director or the Director's designee and shall indicate the reason for such
sealing.
(k)
Section 117.7, Creation of a Tax Lien. There is created a tax lien on real property for monies expended by the
County for the making safe of buildings or structures and/or abatement of other unsafe nuisances or conditions
constituting a danger to the public health and safety. Upon certification from the County Attorney that a tax lien
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has been created, the amount of such lien shall be collected by the Director of Finance in the same manner as
other County real estate taxes.
(CB-87-1979; CB-134-1981; CB-129-1983; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-50-1990; CB-63-1995; CB-542002; CB-13-2009; CB-18-2013; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-122. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-123. - Definitions; Section 202, General Definitions.
The following definition shall apply to Section 105 as set forth in Section 4-111 of this Code:
Building Foundation: The placement of a shallow foundation, a deep foundation, or DPIE-approved groundimprovement methods placed or performed to adequately and safely support all superimposed live and special
loads of the building or structure for which the building permit has been issued, and that complies with all
requirements of Chapter 18 of the IBC and Chapter 4 of the IRC.
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Sections 202 of the IBC and the IRC:
Condominium: The ownership of single units in a multiunit structure with common elements.
Condominium Project: A real estate condominium project; a plan or project whereby five or more apartments,
rooms, office spaces, or other units in any existing or proposed building or buildings are offered or proposed to
be offered for sale.
Condominium Unit: An enclosed space consisting of one or more rooms occupying all or part of one or more
floors in buildings of one or more floors or stories regardless of whether they are designed for residence, for
office, for the operation of any industry or business, for any other type of independent use, and shall include
such accessory facilities as may be related thereto, such as garage space, storage space, balcony, terrace or patio,
provided said unit has a direct exit to a thoroughfare or to a given common element leading to a thoroughfare.
Director: The Director of the Prince George's County, Maryland, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or the Director's designee.
Family Home Daycare: A day care center for children within the daycare owner's home with a maximum of 12
children. Family Home Daycare of eight (8) or less are under the IRC and those from nine (9) to twelve (12) are
under the IBC.
Fire Area: The Fire Area has a specific definition for use regarding automatic sprinkler protection under the
Section 4-158 (a) modifying Section 903.1 of 2015 IBC Chapter 9.
Hot Water Supply Heater: A pressure vessel directly fired by oil, gas, or electricity and which does not exceed
the following limitation: two hundred thousand (200,000) British thermal units per hour (Btu/hr) input, and two
hundred (200) degrees Fahrenheit temperature, and nominal water capacity of one hundred twenty (120) gallons.
Local Fire Department: Any full-time or volunteer fire department located within three (3) miles of the building.
Occupancy: The ownership or tenancy of a building, structure, or land.
Private Work: Directly or indirectly engaging with or accepting remuneration from any private person, firm, or
corporation for the performance of any work as a designer, architect, engineer, consultant or inspector, which
work is to be submitted to, passed upon, reviewed, or inspected by any officer under the direct supervision of the
Building Official charged with the administration of any portion of the County Building Code.
Public Way: A paved thoroughfare at least twenty-one (21) feet in width which is located on privately owned,
privately maintained property but is designated for public use or which is publicly owned and maintained and
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which must be kept accessible at all times to the local fire department. This public way shall not be farther from
the building than will allow the fire department aerial equipment to reach seventy-five (75) feet in height.
Story: That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and the upper surface of the floor
or roof next above as defined in the IBC Chapter 2. A story is measured as the vertical distance from top to top
of two successive tiers of beams or finished floor surfaces and, for the topmost story, from the top of the floor
finish to the top of the ceiling joists or, where there is not a ceiling, to the top of the roof rafters. Occupied roof
top spaces such as amenity and recreational areas shall be treated as a non-sprinklered story for the purpose of
occupant load, common path of travel, travel distance, number of exits and means of egress components.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-97-1989; CB-50-1990; CB-25-1991; CB-98-1991;
CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-30-2014; CB-90-2015;
CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-124. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-125. - Use and Occupancy Classification; Section 302; Classification.
(a)
Section 302.1, General. Structures, or portions of structures, shall be classified with respect to occupancy in one
or more of the groups listed in this section. A room or space that is intended to be occupied at different times for
different purposes shall comply with all of the requirements that are applicable to each of the purposes for which
the room or space will be occupied. Structures with multiple occupancies or uses shall be classified according to
Section 508. Where a structure is proposed for a purpose that is not specifically provided for in this Code, such
structure shall be classified in the group that the occupancy most nearly resembles, according to the fire safety
and relative hazard involved.
(1)
Assembly (see Section 303): Groups A-1, A-2, A-3, A-4 and A-5
(a)
Assembly Group A-3: "Occupied roof top spaces such as amenity and recreational areas"
(2)
Business (see Section 304): Group B
(3)
Educational (see Section 305): Group E
(4)
Factory and Industrial (see Section 306): Groups F-1 and F-2
(5)
High Hazard (see Section 307): Groups H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4, and H-5
(6)
Institutional (see Section 308): Groups I-1, I-2, I-3, and I-4
(7)
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Mercantile (see Section 309): Group M
(8)
Residential (see Section 310): Groups R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 as applicable in Section 101.2
(a)
A facility with five or fewer persons receiving custodial care shall be classified as Group R-3 or shall comply
with the IRC provided an automatic sprinkler system is installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.3.
(b)
Lodging houses. Owner-occupied lodging houses with five or fewer guest rooms shall be permitted to be
constructed in accordance with the IRC provided an automatic sprinkler system is installed in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.3.
(9)
Storage (see Section 311): Groups S-1 and S-2
(10)
Utility and Miscellaneous (see Section 312): Group U
(11)
Use Group U-PU- public utility facilities (see Section 313.0).
(12)
Master Use and Occupancy Permit: No entity or person shall operate a special food service facility in a Food
Hall without first having obtained authorization to operate under the Master Use and Occupancy Permit.
(a)
Each Food Hall shall operate pursuant to the Master Use and Occupancy Food Hall Permit; and
(b)
Each Food Hall vendor is entitled to operate under the Master Food Hall Use and Occupancy Permit during
occupancy at the Food Hall; and
(c)
The Food Hall Operator shall obtain a Master Use and Occupancy Permit from the Department of Permitting,
Inspections and Enforcement before authorizing any vendor to conduct business in the Food Hall; and
(d)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall be responsible for the review and approval of
a Master Use and Occupancy permit.
(b)
Section 302.1.1, Other Provisions. Where a type of occupancy, system, or use is not specifically governed by
this Code, the Director or the Director's designee may utilize a recognized standard which addresses the
419/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

occupancy, system, or use adequately.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020;
CB-17-2021)
Sec. 4-126. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-127. - Use and Occupancy Classification; Section 313, Use Group U-PU, Public Utility Facilities.
(a)
Section 313.1, General. This use group is specifically intended to apply to installations constructed by public
utilities or similar public service agencies to house equipment and/or mechanical facilities within or on buildings
or premises used exclusively by the owning utility or agency which are designed and constructed in accordance
with the recognized practices and requirements of the specific utility industry. To qualify for inclusion in use
group U-PU, the building or structure, designated portion of a mixed use occupancy shall:
(1)
Be exclusively for the use of housing equipment or facilities of the public utility or public service agency which
operates the installation;
(2)
Not permit entrance or access to the general public;
(3)
Provide that access for employees or designated contractors be controlled and limited to certain designated
persons and not accessible to all employees;
(4)
Provide that there be no other designated use within the limits of the special purpose use group area;
(5)
Specify that design and construction be done in accordance with recognized industry practices or codes, and
shall be so noted on original drawings, to clearly indicate deviations from this IBC; and
(6)
Not degrade the applicable requirements of this IBC where such other code is used.
(b)
Section 313.2, Exceptions. By the special purpose nature of structures and/or buildings, in use group U-PU, and
the limited or controlled access thereto, and denial of access to the public, the structures shall not be subject to
the provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).
(c)
Section 313.3, Maintenance and Repairs. Within this controlled access area of any use group U-PU building, the
owner/operator of the equipment shall be responsible for the safe and sanitary maintenance of the building or
structure and the equipment and/or facilities at all times. Ordinary repairs of such buildings or structures shall be
deemed to include structural and mechanical changes exclusively within the controlled area necessary to
maintain proper performance for the intended function. Specifically engineered structural and mechanical
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components designed for removal and replacement in kind during such maintenance shall be considered as
ordinary repairs for purposes of this use group only.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-128. through Sec. 4-129. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-130. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-131. - Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy; Section 403, High-Rise Buildings.
(a)
Section 403.1.1, Applicability under Sloping Site Conditions. The provisions of this Section shall also apply to
buildings of Use Groups B, R-1, and R-2 when such buildings have floors used for human occupancy located
more than ninety (90) feet above the grade level on any side of the building.
(b)
Section 403.1.2, Applicability under Rescue Conditions. The automatic sprinkler provisions of this Section shall
also apply to any building intended for human occupancy which is four (4) or more stories above grade level or
over forty-five (45) feet in height unless such a building complies with all of the following:
(1)
Accessibility is provided on two (2) sides of the perimeter of such a building by virtue of a public way;
(2)
Height above grade shall be determined by using the lowest evaluation of the public way as a reference datum;
and
(3)
The local fire department must have at least one (1) approved first line piece of aerial equipment capable of
reaching the roof of the building. Structures or buildings used exclusively for open-air parking, wherever
located, and buildings used exclusively for agricultural purposes shall not be classified as a high-rise building for
the purposes of this Subtitle.
(c)
Section 403.2.1.2 is deleted.
(d)
Section 403.4.6.1, Fire Command Center Construction Features. The central control room shall be located with
convenient access to, and in close proximity to, the grade level entrance lobby, unless an alternate location is
approved. The room shall be used for no other purpose than a central control station or guard location. The room
shall be equipped with a U.L. listed battery operated emergency lighting unit. The type, arrangement, and
functions of the fire command station and emergency fire alarm must comply with Section 911, "Fire Command
Center" and shall be subject to approval by the Fire Code Official or the Fire Code Official's authorized
representative.
(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-132. through Sec. 4-134. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-135. - Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy; Section 406, Motor-Vehicle-Related
Occupancies.
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(a)
Section 406.4.4 is added to read as follows: "Separation." Every opening located between a public garage and
another occupancy shall be designed to prevent the transmission of liquids and vapors from entering adjacent
occupancies.
(b)
Sec. 406.6.2 A mechanical ventilation system and exhaust system shall be provided in accordance with Chapters
4 and 5 of the International Mechanical Code. Minimum ventilation Automatic operation of the system shall not
reduce the ventilation airflow rate below 0.05 cfm per square foot (0.00025 m3/s × m2) of the floor area and the
system shall be capable of producing a ventilation airflow rate of 1.00 cfm per square foot (0.0005 m 3/s × m2)
of floor area.
(CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-136. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-137. - Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy; Section 410; Stages, Platforms and
Technical Production Areas.
(a)
Section 410.4.1 is amended to read as follows: "Temporary Platforms." Platforms installed for a period of not
more than thirty (30) days shall be considered temporary platforms. Temporary platforms that exceed four
hundred (400) square feet in area in places of assembly use shall be of fire-retardant treated lumber. Temporary
platforms in other uses may be constructed of any materials permitted by this Code. The space between the floor
and the platform above shall only be used for plumbing and electrical wiring to platform equipment.
Table 410
Temporary Platforms
TYPE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

REQUIRED TYPE OF
PLATFORM CONSTRUCTION

Type 1

Type 2 Note (1)

Type 2

Type 2 Note (1)

Type 3

5B

Type 4

5B

Type 5

5B

Note (1): When the platform is not larger than 20% of the room and not more than 200 square feet, fire-retardant
treated wood may be used.
(CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-138. - Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy; Section 415, Use Groups H-1, H-2,
H-3, H-4 and H-5.
(a)
Section, 415.9.1.2.1, Underground Storage. All underground storage tanks for flammable or combustible liquids
shall be separated from adjacent property lines and buildings by not less than five (5) feet.
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(CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-139. through Sec. 4-140. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-141. - General Building Heights and Areas; Section 506 Building Area Modifications.
(a)
Section 506.3.4 Minimum Accessible Perimeter. All buildings and structures must have at least twenty-five (25)
percent of the building perimeter fronting on a street or other unoccupied space not less than thirty (30) feet in
width which is accessible from a road or a posted fire lane not less than twenty (22) feet in width. The access
road or fire lane and the unoccupied space must be capable of providing fire apparatus access under all weather
conditions to within one hundred (100) feet of the building or structure.
Exceptions: (1) Buildings which are fully sprinklered in accordance with Section 903, and (2) Structures and
buildings in Use Group U and U-PU.
(b)
Section 506.3.5m Arrangement of Access. Access shall be in accordance with the 2012 NFPA 1141, Standard
for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development in Wildland, Rural and Suburban Area, except as
otherwise provided for in this Subtitle.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012;
CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-142. - General Building Heights and Areas; Section 507, Unlimited Area Buildings.
(a)
The following deletions are made to Section 507.1 of the IBC: Section 507.1 General. The area of buildings of
the occupancies and configurations specified in Sections 507.1 through 507.12 shall not be limited. Basements
shall not be permitted.
(b)
Section 507.4 Sprinklered one-story buildings. The area of a Group A-4 building no more than one story above
grade plane of other than Type V construction, or the area of a Group B, F, M or S building no more than one
story above grade plane of any construction type, shall not be limited when the building is provided with an
automatic sprinkler system throughout in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and is surrounded and adjoined by
public ways or yards not less than sixty (60) feet in width.
Exceptions: Buildings and structures of Types I and II construction for rack storage facilities which do not have
access by the public shall not be limited in height provided that such buildings conform to the requirements of
Section 507.3 and NFPA 13 and Chapter 32 of the International Fire Code. In addition, the automatic sprinkler
system shall not be required directly over the sports floor areas or swimming areas of buildings occupied for
indoor participant sports, such as tennis, skating, swimming and equestrian activities in occupancies in Group A4, provided that (1) exit doors directly to the outside are provided for occupants of the participant sports area;
and (2) the building is equipped with a fire alarm system with manual fire alarm boxes installed in accordance
with Section 907; and (3) the building owner furnishes to the Director or the Director's designee a notarized
statement acknowledging that future use of the unprotected sporting floor areas of the facility will be limited to
sporting activities of a low hazard nature with minimal occupant loadings and no combustibility of contents and
furnishings other than necessary to the sporting events.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012;
CB-90-2015)
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Sec. 4-143. - General Building Heights and Areas; Section 509, Incidental Uses.
The following additions are made to Table 509 of the IBC:
Room or Area

Separation and/or Protection

Storage areas 1 over 1,000 square feet not in an S or F 1 hour or Automatic Sprinkler Protection
Storage areas 1 over 2,500 square feet not in an S or F 1 hour and Automatic Sprinkler Protection

1

Storage areas include walk-in freezers and refrigerators.

(CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-144. - Fire and Smoke Protection Features; Section 704, Fire-Resistance Rating of Structural Members.
(a)
Section 704.14 is added to read as follows: "Protection of Truss Framing Members." All combustible truss
framing members which comprise a portion of a nonrated floor assembly shall be protected by the installation of
a ceiling. The ceiling material shall not be less than one-half (1/2) inch gypsum board or an approved equivalent
alternative material. The ceiling must be adequately supported by direct mechanical fastening to the structural
framing or be suspended by not less than No. 12 MSG galvanized steel wire or by an equivalent method. Where
combustible truss joist framing is used as a portion of a required rated floor-ceiling assembly, the structural
members shall be protected in accordance with an appropriate tested and listed design.
Exceptions:
1.
Buildings protected throughout, excluding crawlspaces less than forty-two (42) inches in depth by an automatic
sprinkler system; and
2.
Crawl spaces of not more than forty-two (42) inches in depth, measured from the top of the floor surface above
to the surface of the crawl space floor.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-145. - Exterior Walls; Section 705, Combustible Materials on the Exterior Side of Exterior Walls.
(a)
Section 705.2.3.1 is amended to read as follows: "Balconies and Similar Projections." Balconies and similar
projections of combustible construction other than fire-retardant treated wood shall be fire resistance rated where
required by Table 601 for floor construction or shall be of heavy timber construction in accordance with Section
2304.11. The aggregate length of the projections shall not exceed 50 percent of the building's perimeter on each
floor. Existing balconies which are subject to repair or replacement due to deterioration or damage shall comply
with this Section.
(b)
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Section 705.2.5 is added to read as follows: "Soffits of Roof Projections." Exterior walls in R-1 and R-2
occupancies meeting the requirements of Section 705 shall be provided soffits comprised of noncombustible
material one-half (1/2) inch in thickness. No soffit screens or openings are permitted within the soffits.
Exception: Building equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in habitable areas are permitted to have
unlimited soffit vents.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-146. through Sec. 4-148. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-149. - Fire and Smoke Protection Features; Section 705, Exterior Walls.
(a)
Section 705.11, Parapets. Parapets shall be provided on exterior walls of buildings. However, a parapet is not
required on an exterior wall where any of the following conditions (1) through (6) exist:
(1)
The wall is not required to be fire-resistance rated in accordance with Table 602 because of fire separation
distance;
(2)
The building has an area of not more than one thousand (1,000) square feet on any floor;
(3)
The walls terminate at roofs of not less than two (2) hour fire-resistance-rated construction or at a roof, including
the deck and supporting construction, constructed entirely of noncombustible materials;
(4)
The exterior walls are one (1) hour fire-resistance-rated that terminate at the underside of the roof sheathing,
deck or slab, provided that conditions A through D below are met:
(A)
Where the roof or ceiling framing elements are parallel to the walls, such framing and elements supporting such
framing shall not be of less than one (1) hour fire-resistance-rating construction for a width of four (4) feet,
measured from the interior side of the wall for Groups R and U and ten (10) feet for other occupancies;
(B)
Where roof or ceiling framing elements are not parallel to the walls, the entire span of such framing and
elements supporting such framing shall not be of less than one (1) hour fire-resistance-rated construction;
(C)
Openings in the roof are not located within five (5) feet of the one (1) hour fire-resistance-rated exterior wall for
Groups R and U and ten (10) feet for other occupancies; and
(D)
The entire building is provided with not less than a Class B roof covering.
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(5)
In occupancies of Use Groups R-2 and R-3 as applicable in Section 101.2, both provided with a Class C roof
covering, the exterior wall shall be permitted to terminate at the roof sheathing or deck in Types III, IV and V
construction provided that:
(A)
The roof sheathing or deck is constructed of approved noncombustible materials or of fire-retardant-treated
wood for the distance of four (4) feet, or
(B)
The roof is protected with 0.625 inch Type X gypsum board directly beneath the underside of the roof sheathing
or deck, supported by a minimum of nominal two (2) inch ledgers attached to the sides of the roof framing
members for a minimum distance of four (4) feet. Exception: Occupancies of Use Groups R-2 and R-3 are
exempt from the requirements of Subsections (5)(A) and (5)(B) of this Section when equipped with residential
sprinkler systems installed in accordance with Section 903 of this Code, and the roof is covered with a minimum
of a Class C roof covering.
(6)
Where the wall is permitted to have at least twenty-five (25%) percent of the exterior wall areas containing
unprotected openings based on the location from a lot line as determined in accordance with Section 705.8.1 of
this Code.
(CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-150. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-151. - Fire and Smoke Protection Features; Section 708, Fire Partitions.
(a)
Section 708.1(6) is added to read as follows: "Tenant Separations." Walls separating tenant spaces in all
occupancies shall be in accordance with Section 708.3. and 708.4.
1.
Exception: Ancillary tenant spaces of use group M that do not exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet located
within a main mercantile occupancy do not have to be separated. Examples of such spaces are, but not limited
to, optical services, banking services, prescription services, beauty shops and similar tenant spaces located
within mercantile occupancies.
2.
Kiosks do not require separation in use group M.
Exception: Tenant and guest room separation walls may terminate at the underside of a noncombustible ceiling
in Use Group B, buildings having a complete supervised automatic sprinkler system.
(1)
The wall need not be extended into the crawlspace below where the floor above the crawlspace has a minimum
one (1) hour fire-resistance-rating;
(2)
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Where the room-side fire-resistance-rated membrane of the corridor is carried through to the underside of a fireresistance-rated floor or roof above, the ceiling or the corridor shall be permitted to be protected by the use of
ceiling materials as required for a one (1) hour fire-resistance-rated floor or roof system;
(3)
Where the corridor ceiling is constructed as required for the corridor walls, the walls shall be permitted to
terminate at the upper membrane of such ceiling assembly;
(4)
Fireblocking or draftstopping is not required at the partition line in Group R-2 buildings that do not exceed four
(4) stories in height, provided that the attic space is subdivided by draftstopping in to areas not exceeding three
thousand (3,000) square feet or above every two dwelling units, whichever is smaller;
(5)
Fireblocking or draftstopping is not required at the partition line in Use Group B, F, and S buildings equipped
with an automatic sprinkler system installed throughout in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 of this
Code, and provided that automatic sprinklers are installed in combustible floor/ceiling and roof/ceiling spaces.
(CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-152. - Floor and Roof Assemblies; Section 711, Dwelling Units and Sleeping Units.
The following deletions are made to Sections 711.2.4.3 of the IBC: Delete the Exception.
(CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-153. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-152. through Sec. 4-155. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-156. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-157. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 901, General.
(a)
Section 901.2.1, Fire Protection System Shop. Construction documents or shop drawings, or both, for the
installation of all fire protection and suppression systems (i.e., fire sprinkler and alarm systems etc.) shall be
required to be reviewed and certified for compliance to this Code by a DPIE-approved Third-Party Peer
Reviewer for submission to the Director or the Director's designee as provided for in the joint Memorandum of
Understanding between the Fire/EMS Department and the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement prior to the issuance of a building permit.
Exception 1: Plans are not required for automatic sprinkler system modifications in commercial buildings
involving ten (10) sprinkler heads or less that do not involve the shifting of any cross mains or risers or create a
more hydraulically demanding remote area. Inspection and testing shall still be required after completion of the
work.
Exception 2: Plans are not required for automatic sprinkler system modifications in single family dwelling for
adding or relocating sprinkler heads on the basement level or grade level involving six (6) or less heads that does
not involve the shifting of any cross mains or risers or create a more hydraulically demanding remote area.
Inspection and testing shall still be required after completion of the work.
(b)
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Section 901.2.1.2, Review Assumptions. The operational assumption during the review and inspection of all fire
suppression systems shall be as follows:
(1)
Total area protection: All areas shall be protected, including, but not limited to attics, bathrooms, closets,
combustible concealed spaces, loading docks, and open areas beneath the projection of the structure footprint,
planned for storage or vehicle traffic; unless specifically noted, and supported by a Section of this Code on the
shop drawings submitted for review.
(2)
Conditioned space: All areas through which any portion of a fire suppression system passes shall be provided
with an ambient temperature of no less than forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit unless specifically noted on the plans
submitted for review.
(3)
Code compliance: A note shall be placed on all plans submitted for review indicating that the installation shall
comply with required standards.
(CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-158. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 903, Automatic Sprinkler Systems.
(a)
General. Sprinklers systems designed in accordance with NFPA 13D shall be supplied and back flowed in
accordance with the WSSC Plumbing Code.
(b)
Section 903.2.1, General. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in buildings and structures shall be provided in
the locations described in this Section. For the purposes of this Section, the fire area is defined as the aggregate
floor area enclosed and bounded by firewalls and exterior walls of a building.
(c)
Section 903.2.1.1, Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout stories and a fire area
containing a Group A-1 occupancy to and including intervening floors and the level of exit discharge serving
that occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
(1)
The fire area exceeds six thousand (6,000) square feet;
(2)
The fire area has an occupant load of three hundred (300) or more;
(3)
The fire area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge serving such occupancies; or
(4)
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The fire area contains a multi-theatre complex.
(d)
Section 903.2.1.3, Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout stories and fire area
containing a Group A-3 occupancy to and including intervening floors and the level of exit discharge serving
that occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
(1)
The fire area exceeds six thousand (6,000) square feet;
(2)
The fire area has an occupant load of three hundred (300) or more; or
(3)
The fire area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
(e)
Section 903.2.1.4, Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout stories and a fire area
containing a Group A-4 occupancy to and including intervening floors and the level of exit discharge serving
that occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
(1)
The fire area exceeds six thousand (6,000) square feet;
(2)
The fire area has an occupant load of three hundred (300) or more; or
(3)
The fire area is located on a floor other than the level of exit discharge.
Exception: Sprinklers shall not be required directly over participant floor areas or swimming areas of buildings
occupied exclusively for indoor participant sports such as indoor firearm ranges without tactical floor exercises,
tennis, skating, swimming and equestrian activities, provided that the main floor area is located at the same level
as the level of exit discharge of the main entrance and exit, and the building owner furnishes to the Director or
the Director's designee a notarized statement acknowledging that the future use of the unprotected sporting floor
areas of the facility will be limited to sporting activities of a low hazard nature with minimal occupant loadings
and no combustibility of the contents and furnishings other than necessary to the sporting events.
(f)
Under 903.2.6 Group I. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with a Group I
fire area.
Exception: Family Home Daycare exceeding eight (8) and up to twelve (12) shall provide automatic sprinkler as
per 903.3.1.3 throughout the entire building.
(g)
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Section 903.2.7, Group M. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings where the fire
area containing a Group M occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
(1)
A Group M fire area exceeds six thousand (6,000) square feet,
(2)
A Group M fire area is located more than two (2) stories above grade plane
(3)
The combined fire area on all floors, including any mezzanines, exceeds twelve thousand (12,000) square feet.
(4)
A Group M occupancy used for the sales or display of upholstered furniture or mattresses over five thousand
(5,000) square feet.
(h)
Section 903.2.7.1, High-Piled Storage. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in all buildings of Group
M where storage of merchandise is in high-piled or rack storage arrays. High-piled storage shall be considered
storage in excess of twelve (12) feet above the floor for purposes of this Section.
(i)
Section 903.2.8, Group R-2. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with a Group
R-2 fire area. The following reductions in construction requirements are permitted when a building of use Group
R-2 is fully sprinklered and is not over four (4) stories above grade on any side of the building:
(1)
Attic sprinklers may be omitted provided that the ceiling of the top level is of five-eighths (5/8) inch fire code
type gypsum board and the attic is draftstopped at each two (2) units maximum and all ceiling ductwork
penetrations are provided with UL listed ceiling dampers;
(2)
Section 11-258 of the County Code (County Fire Safety Law) requiring heat detectors in apartments is not
applicable;
(3)
Balconies of apartments may be of combustible construction, provided the balconies are sprinklered;
(4)
Sprinklers may be omitted from open-air exterior stair enclosures provided that a Class A finish is used in the
stairs; and
(5)
Balcony soffit vents in unsprinklered attics are permitted.
(j)
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Section 903.2.9, Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings where the fire
area containing a Group S-1 where one of the following conditions exists:
(1)
Occupancy exceeds six thousand (6,000) square feet.
(2)
Where a Group S-1 fire area used for the storage of commercial motor vehicles where fire area exceeds five
thousand (5,000) square feet.
(3)
Where a Group S-1 occupancy used for storage of upholstered furniture or mattresses exceeds two thousand five
hundred (2,500) square feet.
(4)
Where fire area is located more than two (2) stories above grade plane.
(5)
Combined are on all floors, including mezzanines, exceeds 24,000 square feet (2230 m2).
(k)
Section 903.3.9, Riser and Water Supply Requirements. Every building which is required to be fully sprinklered
shall be provided with a complete and separate sprinkler system riser. The riser shall include an alarm check
valve or indicating device and check valve, a drain and connection for a fire department pumping connection
and a control valve. The arrangement and location shall be subject to the approval of the authority having
jurisdiction. A separate main supply source shall be required for each system riser. The system supply shall be
based upon the low hydraulic grade shown on the Hydraulic Information Sheet, as determined by the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission or lowest hydraulic point per the water authority in areas not served
by WSSC. The demand for the automatic sprinkler system must be below the available water supply curve, as
follows:
(1)
Automatic sprinkler demand plus, 10% or 10 psi, whichever is greater for commercial systems under NFPA 13
and NFPA13R.
(2)
Automatic sprinkler demand plus 5% or 5 psi, whichever is greater for residential systems for under NFPA 13D.
(l)
Section 903.6, Zones. Automatic fire suppression system zones shall coincide with the fire alarm zones required
in Section 907.6.4 of this Code unless specifically exempted by the Director or the Director's designee.
(m)
Section 903.7, Thermal Protection. Heat tracing tape shall not be an acceptable means of thermal protection for
any portion of a fire suppression system.
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Exception: Wet pipe suppression systems with heat trace tape specifically listed for intended application and
installed in accordance with the listing as acceptable as approved by the Director or the Director's designee.
(n)
Section 903.3.7.1, Mechanical Protection. All piping comprising any portion of a fire protection system shall be
protected against reasonable mechanical vehicular damage.
(CB-121-1985; CB-145-1987; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-132009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-159. through Sec. 4-162. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-163. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 903, Automatic Sprinkler Systems.
(a)
Section 903.3.7.1, Number of Inlets. The number of inlets shall comply with Table 903.3.
TABLE 903.3
The number of 2½-inch fire department connection inlets shall be based on the following schedule:
HIGHEST
SYSTEM WATER DEMAND

NUMBER OF 2 1/2 INCH
FIRE DEPARTMENT
CONNECTIONS

0 gpm to 500 gpm

1

500+ gpm to 1,000 gpm

2

1,000+ gpm to 1,500 gpm

3

1,500+ gpm to 2,000 gpm

4

For systems exceeding 2,000 gpm of fire sprinkler flow demand, the number and
arrangement of the fire department connection inlets shall be as directed by the Director
or the Director's designee.

(CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-164. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-165. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 907, Fire Alarm and Detection Systems.
(a)
Section 907.2.1.1, System initiation in Group A occupancies with an occupant load of 300 or more. Activation
of the fire alarm in Group A occupancies with an occupant load of 300 or more shall initiate a signal using an
emergency voice/alarm communications system in accordance with NFPA 72. Section 907.5.2.2.
Exception: Where approved, the prerecorded announcement is allowed to be manually deactivated for a period
of time, not to exceed 3 minutes, for the sole purpose of allowing a live voice announcement from an approved,
constantly attended location.
(b)
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Section 907.6.4, Zones. Each floor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall not exceed twenty-two thousand
five hundred (22,500) square feet. The length of any zone shall not exceed three hundred (300) feet in any
direction. Annunciation shall be provided in all buildings that contain more than one zone. A floor shall be
subdivided into zones when the maximum area for a sprinkler, smoke control or alarm system is exceeded. The
zones' coverage areas shall be arranged to coincide.
Exception: Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not exceed the area permitted by NFPA 13. Fire alarm zones
may exceed twenty-two thousand five hundred (22,500) square feet where necessary to match sprinkler zones.
(c)
Section 907.6.4.1, Graphic Zoning Indicator Panel. A zoning indicator panel with a graphic display and the
associated controls shall be provided at the main entrance(s) of the building or structure. If the building is not
constantly attended, the display shall be visible and discernible from the exterior. The visual zone indication
shall lock in until the system is reset and shall not be canceled by the operation of an audible alarm-silencing
switch. The Graphic Zoning Panel shall provide the following information:
1.
Full name and address of building
2.
Location of Sprinkler Room and/or Fire Pump Room
3.
Location of fire hydrant(s)
4.
Fire Command Center, if applicable
5.
Location of Fire Alarm Control Panel
6.
Location of all Fire Alarm Control Unit(s), if applicable
7.
Location of main electrical disconnect for Building and Photovoltaic Systems
8.
Location of main gas shutoff, if applicable
9.
North Arrow
10.
Location of all generator(s), if applicable
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(d)
Fire alarm system within a building must not have conflicting:
1.
Audio devices
2.
Visual devices
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002) CB-13-2009;
CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-166. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 909, Smoke Control Systems.
Section 909.2.1, Smoke Control Systems Design Report. All active mechanical smoke control systems shall be
reviewed, signed and stamped by a professional engineer who is licensed in the State of Maryland and who
meets the requirements of Section 107.3.4 prior to submission for review. The professional engineer shall submit
a Design Report with supportive calculations to the Director or the Director's designee attesting to the design's
compliance with Sections 909.8 and 909.9 of this Code, as well as applicable adopted NFPA Codes for smoke
control systems.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-167. - Fire Protection Systems; Section 912, Fire Department Connections.
(a)
Section 912.2.3 is added to read as follows: "Location and Performance of Fire Hydrants." Every building of
more than one thousand (1,000) square feet in area shall be provided with sufficient fire hydrants located such
that no exterior portion of the building is located more than five hundred (500) feet from a fire hydrant. The
distance shall be measured as a hose line would be laid along paved streets, through parking lot entrances, and
around obstructions, in accordance with the determination of the authority having jurisdiction. A fire hydrant is
required within two hundred (200) feet of any required fire department connection, as hose is laid. The fire
department connection must be located on the front, address side of the building and be visible from a fire
hydrant or as approved by the Fire Code Official. Each hydrant shall provide a minimum of one thousand
(1,000) gpm at a residual pressure of twenty (20) psi.
Exception: An approved alternate water supply source may be acceptable in areas not served by a public water
supply. In addition, a fire hydrant is not required to be situated within two hundred (200) feet of any required fire
department connection that is intended to supply an automatic fire sprinkler system that has been retrofitted into
an existing building of any use group, provided that the area of the building has not been increased in size or the
use group classification has not been changed to require an automatic fire suppression system under any other
provision of this Division.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-168. through Sec. 4-170. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-171. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-172. - Means of Egress; Section 1015, Guards.
(a)
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Section 1015.2.2, All retaining walls thirty (30) inches or higher shall be provided with guard rails in accordance
with this Section.
(b)
Section 1015.4.1, Ladder Effect. Guards shall not have an ornamental pattern that would provide a ladder effect
for any of the following uses: Assembly (A), Education (E), Mercantile (M) Residential (R) or any other uses
open to the public.
(c)
Exceptions: Section (b) above shall not apply where A, E, M, and R are accessory uses only.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020; CB-95-2021)
Sec. 4-173. - Means of Egress; Section 1027, Exterior Exit Stairways and Ramps.
Section 1027.6.1, Types of Protection. In other than Use Group R-3 (one- and two-family dwellings) treads,
platforms and landings or other walking surfaces that are part of a required exterior stairway, or egress system,
located more than thirty (30) inches above grade, or below grade and are in climates subject to snow or ice shall
be protected by either:
1.
Roof overhang, canopy or awning consistent with the type of construction.
2.
Heated slab.
3.
Reliable snow maintenance program approved by the Director or the Director's designee.
a.
Not for use with new buildings or new occupancy types without specific approval by the Director or Director's
designee.
b.
Owner/owner's representative shall complete the Snow Removal Agreement form which must be notarized.
1.
The form shall contain the following information:
(A)
Shall identify the Owner, Tenant's and Contractor's contact information.
(B)
The period of the time the Agreement covers.
(C)
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Case Number.
(D)
Project Name.
(E)
Location and/or Street Address.
(F)
The Agreement must be notarized.
(G)
The Agreement shall contain the following language: This document will serve as an agreement to establish and
maintain a snow and ice removal maintenance program at (address) that is acceptable to the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement of Prince George's County Government. If the weather forecast
predicts at least 2" of accumulation, the owner/contractor will remove snow and ice accumulation from all
exterior ramps, stairways, landings, and walkways in accordance with Prince George's County Subtitle 4-173.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-174. through Sec. 4-179. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-180. - Chapter 11 - Accessibility.
(a)
Chapter 11 of the IBC relating to Accessibility is hereby replaced with the Maryland Accessibility Code set forth
in the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) Section 05.02.02.
(b)
The following provisions shall supplement the Maryland Accessibility Code. Swimming pool access: All public
swimming pools shall have an approved lift with a capacity of not less than three hundred (300) pounds for
ingress to and egress from the pool or a suitable system of ramps which would readily and safely accomplish the
same purpose.
(c)
Ramps serving as the main means of egress or ingress for a building shall have a width of not less than five (5)
feet measured between the handrails.
(CB-87-1979; CB-52-1980; CB-62-1983; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-94-1993; CB-95-1993;
CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-181. - Interior Environment; Section 1203, Ventilation.
(a)
Section 1203.4.1.3 (IBC) is added to read as follows:
(1)

436/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

"Locations." Every door or window which opens directly from any dwelling unit of a multifamily dwelling to
the outdoors; fifty percent (50%) of the nominal area of every double-hung and horizontal sliding window, and
that portion of every other type window normally used for ventilation; and all other openings, unless specifically
exempt or modified by the Building Official in accordance with the hardship or modification provisions of this
Subtitle and the IBC, shall be screened with not less than sixteen (16) mesh per inch material. In addition, every
hinged screen door shall have a self-closing device in good working condition; except that no screens shall be
required for a dwelling unit on a floor above the fifth floor. Screen doors shall not be required on the main
entrance door.
(2)
"Governing Code." Screens required by this Section shall be installed or be available to be installed on all
dwelling units. The actual times that screens must be provided and installed for use on all dwellings will be
governed by the Prince George's County Housing Code. These provisions shall be applicable to all dwelling
structures irrespective of the date of construction.
(CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-182. through Sec. 4-184. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-185. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-186. - Roof Assemblies and Rooftop Structures; Section 1503, Weather Protection.
Section 1503.4.4 is added to read as follows: "Gutters and Downspouts." Unless constructed with parapet walls
and coping, all exterior walls shall be provided with gutters and downspouts or leaders to dispose of roof
drainage to comply with the WSSC Plumbing Code.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-187. - Structural Design; Section 1608, Snow Loads.
(a)
Section 1608.1, General. Design snow loads shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 7 of ASCE 7, but
the design roof load shall not be less than that determined by Section 1607 of this Code. However, in no case
shall a roof be designed for less than thirty (30) per square foot (psf) snow load plus the drift.
(b)
Section 1608.2, Ground Snow Loads. The minimum ground snow loads to be used in determining the design
snow loads for roofs, including snow drift shall be thirty-five (35) pounds per square foot (psf).
(CB-54-2002; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-188. - Soils and Foundations; Section 1805, Dampproofing and Waterproofing.
(a)
Section 1805.4.3.1 is added to read as follows: "Foundation Drainage." In no case shall a discharge pipe of
foundation drainage be connected to a public sanitary sewer or a septic system.
(b)
Section 1805.4.3.4, Sump Pumps and Pits. Where subsoil drains do not discharge by gravity, the drains shall
discharge to an accessible sump pit with an automatic electric pump. A battery back-up or water-powered backup sump pump will also be provided. Sump pit shall be a minimum of twenty-four (24) inches in diameter, or
eighteen (18) inches square and twenty-four (24) inches in depth and be provided with a fitted cover. The sump
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pump shall have adequate capacity to discharge all water coming into the sump as it accumulates, but in no case
shall the capacity of the pump be less than fifteen (15) gallons per minute. The discharge from the pump shall be
a minimum of one and one-fourth (1¼) inches and shall have a union in the discharge piping to make the pump
accessible for servicing. Subsoil drains and sump pump discharge may discharge to a properly graded open area
provided the point of discharge is ten (10) feet from any property line or Building Restriction Line (BRL).
Where a continuously flowing spring or high groundwater table is encountered during the design stage,
basement floors shall be designed at least two and one-half (2.5) feet above the groundwater's highest detected
level. Alternatively, pre-approved methods of permanent dewatering shall be provided, and groundwater level
shall be verified again before construction. If such condition is encountered after construction, and subsoil drains
are pre-approved by the County, these drains must be piped to a storm drain or approved outfall where they shall
be fitted with an accessible backwater valve. Residential sump pumps are not to be relied on for lowering high
groundwater table.
(c)
Section 1805.4.3.5, Areaway Drains. All open subsurface space adjacent to a building serving as an exit or
entrance shall be provided with a drain or drains. Such areaway drains shall be of approved material in
accordance with the International Plumbing Code (IPC) and not less than two (2) inches in diameter and shall
discharge by gravity or mechanical means. Areaway drains for areas exceeding 100 square feet shall be sized in
accordance with Section 1114 of the 2015 IPC and be a pre-approved design.
(d)
Section 1805.4.3.6, Window Well Drains. Window well areaways shall have drains. Window well areaways ten
(10) square feet or less may discharge to the subsoil drain through a two-inch minimum diameter pipe.
(e)
Section 1805.4.3.7, Foundation Weep Holes. Where subsoil drains are required by Section 1805.4.2, foundations
of hollow core masonry shall have foundation weep holes. Weep holes shall be placed a maximum of 4-foot o/c
intervals and shall discharge into the aggregate of interior subsoil drainage system.
(f)
Section 1805.4.3.8, Site Grading. The ground immediately adjacent to the foundation shall be sloped away from
the building at a slope of not less than one unit vertical in twelve (12) units horizontal (1:12) for a minimum
distance of 5 feet (914 mm) measured perpendicular to the face of the wall or an approved alternate method of
diverting water away from the foundation shall be used. Consideration shall be given to the possible additional
settlement of the backfill when establishing the final ground level adjacent to the foundation.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-189. - Soils and Foundations; Section 1809, Shallow Foundation.
(a)
Section 1808.7, Footings on or Adjacent to Slopes. The placement of buildings and structures on or adjacent to
slopes steeper than one (1) unit vertical in three (3) units horizontal (or a 33.3% slope) shall conform to Section
1808.7.1 through 1808.7.5 of this Code. However, if there is a conflict between the requirements of this Section
and Subtitle 32 of the County Code, the more restrictive requirements shall apply.
(b)
Section 1809.5, Frost Protection. Except when erected upon solid rock or otherwise protected from frost,
foundation walls, piers, and other permanent supports of all buildings and structures shall extend thirty (30)
inches below finished grade and placed on undisturbed ground or compacted fill material, certified by a
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geotechnical engineer licensed to practice in the State of Maryland, and spread footings of adequate size shall be
provided when necessary to properly distribute the load within the allowable bearing value of the soil, or such
structures shall be supported on piles, piers or pre-approved methods of ground improvement when solid earth to
rock is not available. Footings shall not be founded on frozen soils unless such frozen condition is of a
permanent character.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012;
CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-189.01. - Soils and Foundations; Section 1809.01, Ground Improvement Foundation.
Section 1809.01 Aggregate Pier or similar Ground Improvement Foundation System is added.
(a)
Construction tolerance of the pier installed location shall not be more than 6 inches.
(b)
For the 3-pier footing, the centroid of the installed piers, the centroid of the footing and the centerlines of the
supported column shall be coincided.
(c)
The capacity of the single-pier-, and 2-pier footings used in supporting column/wall loads shall be reduced due
to the eccentricity (allowed construction tolerance) of the pier location.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-190. - Special Inspections and Tests; Section 1705, Required Soils.
Section 1705.6, Soils. The special inspections for existing site soil conditions, fill placement and load bearing
requirements shall follow Division 2 of Subtitle 32 of the County Code entitled, "Grading, Drainage and Erosion
and Sediment Control.
Section 1706.19, Fire Inspections. A third party inspection is required for fire protection system work under the
Third-Party Inspections Program (TPIP).
This includes all new buildings other than single family dwellings. In all cases, the determination for inspection
responsibility is made in writing prior to the issuance of a building permit for the structure or alteration. Owners
of projects that are subject to the Third-Party Inspections Program (TPIP) must submit, as part of the permit
application, a Statement of Third-Party Inspections (STPI). The STPI shall identify the names of all design
professionals of record, Third-Party Inspectors of Record (TPIR), and the Inspection and Testing Agency
retained by the Owner to provide inspections and/or testing services. An individual's signature on the STPI
certifies that they have read and understand their role under the TPIP.
Small tenant work is not normally included in the TPIP program and is generally inspected by County inspection
personnel. The owner may elect, or the County inspector may require, a third party Certification on small
systems at their discretion based on system size or complexity. The format of these third party inspections shall
be the same as utilized for TPIP compliance.
1.
It is the responsibility of the owner to engage and pay for the third party fire protection system inspection. Please
notice that no contractor may utilize a person of their own employment to inspect the construction work of their
own firm.
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2.
All work on fire protection systems is subject to inspection regardless of the number of heads or devices
involved. All suppression systems and alarm systems (suppression monitoring, fire and voice alarm) require a
valid fire protection system permit.
3.
All pressurized fire protection systems shall undergo hydrostatic testing after any work on the pressurized part of
the system is completed. County inspection personnel may waive the hydrostatic testing of altered fire sprinkler
systems of less than 50 added or relocated heads where the workmanship is without question, the existing piping
appears to be in good condition, and no pipe larger than two and one-half (2 1/2) inches in diameter is altered.
4.
A third party inspector shall submit the fire protection system Certification form in accordance with TPIP. On
small projects outside the scope of the TPIP, the third party inspector shall personally present the Certification
form to the County inspector. In all cases the Certification form shall be accompanied by inspection
documentation as outlined in the appropriate National Fire Protection Association Standard (i.e. Contractor's
Material and Test Certification - NFPA 13, Inspection and Testing Form - NFPA 72, etc.) or similar.
Where a specific format does not exist for a fire protection system, a submission shall be made to the Fire Code
Official for approval. The submission shall document compliance with the important aspects and testing of the
proposed system.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-191. through Sec. 4-192. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-193. - Masonry; Section 2109, Empirical Design of Masonry.
(a)
Section 2109.2.3 is added to read as follows: "Masonry Wall Reinforcement." All masonry walls and cavity
walls, except those systems which encompass engineered systems in accordance with standards of Chapter 35,
of this Code shall be bonded by joint reinforcement (truss type) at vertical intervals not to exceed sixteen (16)
inches.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-98-1991; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012;
CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-194. - Steel; Section 2204, Connections.
(a)
Section 2204.4 is added to read as follows: For construction of steel moment frames, direct welding connection
between steel column and steel beam/girder without the use of connecting elements (i.e. plates, angles, etc.) is
prohibited.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-195. - Electrical; Section 2701, General.
Section 2701.1 is amended to read as follows: "Scope." This Chapter governs the electrical components,
equipment and systems used in buildings and structures covered by this Code. Electrical components, equipment
and systems shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions of the National Electrical Code,
as adopted and amended by Subtitle 9 of the County Code.
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(CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-196. - Electrical; Section 2702, Emergency and Standby Power Systems.
(a)
Section 2702.2, Emergency and Standby Power Systems. Where required, emergency and standby power
systems shall be installed in accordance with the National Electrical Code, NFPA 110 and NFPA 111, and shall
be provided where required by Section 2702.2 of this Code and Subtitle 9.
(b)
Section 2702.2.2 (a) is added to read as follows: "Standby Power." Elevator cars required by Section 3002.4 of
this Code to accommodate ambulance stretchers shall be furnished with standby power, meeting the
requirements of Section 3003.1 of this Code.
(CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-197. - Electrical; Section 2704, Parking Lots and Exterior Passageways.
(a)
Section 2704.1 is added to read as follows: "Scope." This Section applies to all new construction as well as
existing multiunit dwellings, except for use group R-3.
(b)
Section 2704.2 is added to read as follows: "Exterior Passageways." All exterior walkways serving all use
groups other than R-3 and R-4 between buildings, between parking lots, and between buildings and parking lots
shall be illuminated with no less than a one foot-candle.
(c)
Section 2704.3 is added to read as follows: "Parking Lots." Parking facilities serving all use groups other than R3 shall be illuminated with no less than a one foot-candle in the darkest portion of the parking facility.
(CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-198. through Sec. 4-199. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-200. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-201. - Mechanical Systems; Section 2803, Minimum Heating Standards.
(a)
Section 2801 is added to read as follows: "Scope." To provide minimum protection of health, every dwelling
unit shall be provided with a heating system or heat supply in compliance with the IBC and IMC that will
maintain a temperature of sixty-eight (68) degrees Fahrenheit in all habitable spaces, bathrooms, and toilet
compartments when the outdoor ambient temperature is, at design condition of fourteen (14) degrees Fahrenheit.
(b)
Section 2801 is added to read as follows: "Design Standards." Heating system design shall be based on accepted
engineering practice standards and/or methods established by accredited authoritative agencies listed in the
ASHRAE Standard. Certification of calculations and design by a registered professional engineer may be
accepted by the Building Official as to compliance with this Section of the IBC.
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(c)
Section 2801 is added to read as follows: "Plans." The actual design conditions used shall be stated on plans
submitted for permit. The minimum design condition required by this Section shall be met.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-202. - Plumbing Systems; Section 2901, General.
Section 2901.1 is amended to read as follows: "Scope." The provisions of this Chapter and the Plumbing and
Fuel Gas Code adopted by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission known as the WSSC International
Plumbing Code and International Fuel Gas (natural and liquefied petroleum) Code and WSSC addendums shall
govern the erection, installation, alteration, repairs, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of
plumbing equipment and systems.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-203. - Elevators and Conveying Systems; Section 3001, General.
Section 3001.3 is amended to read as follows: "Reference Standards." Except as otherwise provided for in this
Code, the design, construction, installation, alteration, repair and maintenance of elevators and conveying
systems and their components shall conform to the State of Maryland Elevator Code, ASME A17.1, Safety Code
for Elevators and Escalators, as adopted by the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-204. - Special Construction; Section 3103, Temporary Structures.
(a)
Section 3103.5 is added to read as follows: "Certification." An affidavit or affirmation shall be submitted to the
Director or Director's designee and a copy retained on the premises on which the tent or air-supported structure
is located. The affidavit shall attest to the following information relative to the flame-resistance of the fabric:
(1)
Names and addresses of the owners of the tent or air-supported structure;
(2)
Date the fabric was last treated with flame resistant solution;
(3)
Trade name or kind of chemical used in treatment;
(4)
Name of person or firm treating the material; and
(5)
Name of testing agency and test standard by which the fabric was tested.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-205. - Special Construction; Section 3104, Pedestrian Walkways and Tunnels.
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Section 3104.3 is amended to read as follows: "Construction." The pedestrian walkway shall be of
noncombustible construction.
(CB-87-1979; CB-121-1985; CB-97-1989; CB-63-1995; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-206. through Sec. 4-207. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-208. - Special Construction; Section 3108, Telecommunications and Broadcast Towers.
(a)
Section 3108.3 is added to read as follows: "Antennae." No satellite dish antennae greater than twenty-four (24)
inches in diameter or twenty-five (25) inches in length, fifteen (15) inches in width and ten (10) inches in height
may be installed or erected without obtaining a building permit, except as provided in this Section. An
application for a permit shall be accompanied by detailed drawings of the antenna structure and methods of
anchorage. All connections to a roof shall be properly flashed to maintain water tightness. All antennae must
meet manufacturers' specifications, be of noncombustible and non-corrosive materials, and be erected in a
secure, wind-resistant manner. An electrical permit shall be required for all installations in accordance with the
requirements of Subtitle 9 of the County Code. A satellite dish antenna which is designed to be installed on a flat
roof may be installed or erected without obtaining a building permit under the following conditions:
(1)
The antenna requires no mechanical penetration of the roof structure;
(2)
The permissible loading of the roof is not exceeded; and
(3)
The maximum diameter is twenty-four (24) inches or the maximum dimensions are twenty-five (25) inches in
length, fifteen (15) inches in width and ten (10) inches in height.
(b)
Section 3108.4 is added to read as follows: "Grounding." Towers shall be permanently and effectively grounded
according to Subtitle 9 of the County Code entitled "Electricity."
(CB-54-2002; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-209. - Special Construction; Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs (ISPSC).
(a)
Section 305.2 (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: Outdoor swimming pools and spas shall include all Public
and Residential pools and spas that shall be surrounded by a barrier that complies with Sections 305.2.1 through
305.7 (ISPSC).
(b)
Section 305.2.1 (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: "Barrier Height and Clearances." Barrier heights and
clearances shall be in accordance with all of the following:
1.
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The top of the barrier shall be at least six (6) feet (1829 mm) above finished ground level measured on the side
of the barrier which faces away from the swimming pool or spa.
2.
The maximum vertical clearance between finished ground level and the barrier shall be two (2) inches for grade
surfaces that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the
swimming pool or spa.
3.
The maximum vertical clearance between the surface, such as concrete, and the bottom of the required barrier
shall not exceed four (4) inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of the required barrier that faces away
from the pool or spa.
4.
Where the top of the pool structure is above finished grade level such as an above-ground pool, the barrier shall
be at finished ground level, such as the pool structure or shall be mounted on top of the pool structure. Where the
barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical clearance between the top of the pool
structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be four (4) inches. A natural barrier, hedge, pool cover or other
protection device approved by the Building Official my be used so long as the degree of protection afforded by
the substituted device or structure is not less than the protection afforded by the enclosure, gate and latch
described herein.
(c)
Section 305.2.4 (4) (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: An attachment device shall attach each barrier
section at a height not lower than seventy-two (72) inches (1829 mm) above grade. Common attachments
devices include, but are not limited to, devices that provide the security equal to or greater than that of a hookand-eye type latch incorporating a spring- actuated retaining lever such as a safety gate hook.
(d)
Section 305.2.5 (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: Closely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is
composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is
less than seventy-two (72) inches (1829 mm), the horizontal member shall be located on the pool or spa side of
the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1 ¾ inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are
decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cut outs shall not exceed 1 ¾ inches (44 mm) in
width.
(e)
Section 305.2.6 (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: Widely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is
composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is
seventy-two (72) inches (1829 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102
mm). Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cut outs shall not exceed 1
¾ inches (44 mm) in width.
(f)
Section 305.6 (ISPSC) is amended to read as follows: Natural barriers. A natural barrier, hedge, pool cover or
other protection device approved by the Building Official may be used so long as the degree of protection
afforded by the substituted device or structure is not less than the protection afforded by the enclosure, gate and
latch described herein.
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(g)
Section 305.8 (ISPSC) is added to read as follows: "Other Bodies of Water." When a fish pond or other body of
water such as a stormwater management wet, dry, or extended detention pond deeper than twenty-four (24)
inches is located within a densely populated area, or in the proximity of an elementary school, playground, or
other area where small children may congregate without adult supervision, the Building Official may require a
protective enclosure of such body of water as described in Section 305.2 (ISPSC) as amended by this Code,
except where allowed under the County approved stormwater management pond plans, standards, and
specifications.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-210. - Section 3111 Photovoltaic Panels And Modules.
(a)
3111.1 General. Photovoltaic panels and modules shall comply with the requirements of this code and the 2018
National Fire Protection (NFPA) 1 Fire Code.
(b)
3111.1.1.3 Rooftop-mounted photovoltaic panels and modules. Photovoltaic panels and modules installed on a
roof or as an integral part of a roof assembly shall comply with the requirements of this Code, Chapter 12 of the
International Fire Code and 2018 National Fire Protection (NFPA) 1 Fire Code.
(c)
Section 3111.3.5.2 Ground-Mounted Photovoltaic Panels and Modules
3111.5.2.1 Non-combustible Surface. A is ten (10) foot wide noncombustible surface fully enclosing all of the
solar array panels is required.
(1)
Dirt with minor growth is not considered a noncombustible surface.
(2)
The entire width of the ten (10) foot noncombustible surface must be between the solar array panels and the
Security Barrier.
a.
Access roads which are between the solar panel fields and are within the Security Barrier maybe used and are at
least ten (10) foot wide noncombustible surfaces may be part of the noncombustible surface for the enclosure.
i.
Please note that Fire Access roads must meet all other code requirements.
b.
If a loose material is provided for a non-combustible surface then it must have a minimum depth of three (3)
inches.
(3)
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The entire width of the of the ten (10) foot wide noncombustible surface must be on the same finished grade
with a maximum cross slope of 2%.
(4)
The ten (10) wide noncombustible surface minimum layer of three (3) inches if loose material and must meet all
other codes for grading and storm water management.
(d)
3111.5.2.2 Vegetation Maintenance Plan.
(1)
If vegetation maintenance plans are submitted for review, they must be two (2) original copies of the vegetation
maintenance plan and be notarized with the owner's signature. The two original vegetation maintenance plans
must include the owner's printed name, full address, telephone number and email address.
(2)
The vegetation maintenance plans are required to be accepted and / or approved by the AHJ.
(e)
3111.3 Security Barriers. Security barriers are required around the entire enclosure of all the solar array panels.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-211. - Safeguards During Construction; Section 3314.2, Accessibility for Emergency Vehicles.
SECTION 3314.2
ACCESSIBILITY FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES
Section 3314.2 is added to read as follows: "Accessibility for Emergency Vehicles During Construction
Operations." At the beginning of construction operations and during construction, the contractor shall provide
and maintain at all times a minimum twelve (12) foot wide vehicular access roadway that will allow unimpeded
access by fire and emergency rescue vehicles from the improved street to within two hundred (200) feet of the
most remote building under construction on the site. The vehicular access roadway surface shall be of a
compacted material of stone, blacktop or other suitable material to support a twenty (20) ton vehicle under all
weather conditions.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-212. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-213. through Sec. 4-215. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-216. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-217. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-218. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-219. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-220. through Sec. 4-221. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-222. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-223. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-224. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-225. through Sec. 4-229. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 3. - AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE.
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Sec. 4-230. - Amendments, Additions, and Deletions to International Mechanical Code.
The following amendments, additions, and deletions are hereby made to the International Mechanical Code
(IMC) adopted by this Subtitle, and the provisions set out in this Subdivision shall be deemed to supersede the
text of the IMC where the provisions of this Subtitle are interpreted.
(CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002)
Sec. 4-231. - Mechanical Ventilation; Section 403.
(a)
Section 403.3.1.1.2.3.2 is amended to read as follows, The system ventilation efficiency (E) shall be determined
using table 403.3.1.1.2.3.2.
(CB-121-1985; CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-232. through Sec. 4-239. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 4. - AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE- AND
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS.
Sec. 4-240. - Amendments to the International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(a)
The following deletions and amendments are made to the International Residential Code for One- and TwoFamily Dwellings:
(1)
Chapters 25-33 of Part VII - Plumbing are hereby deleted and replaced with the Plumbing and Gasfitting
Regulations adopted by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC), known as the WSSC
Plumbing Code.
(2)
Chapters 34 through 43 of Part VIII - Electrical are hereby deleted and replaced with Subtitle 9 of the County
Code.
(3)
Section R112.2 is hereby amended to read as follows: Limitations on Authority. An application for appeal shall
be based on a claim that the true intent of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly
interpreted, the provisions of this code do not fully apply or an equally good or better form of construction is
proposed. The board shall not have authority to waive requirements of this code and shall not have jurisdiction
over matters for which adjudication or appeal is expressly assigned to the procedures outlined in Section 13,
Division 15 of this Code.
(CB-82-1998; CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-45-2012; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 4-240.01. - Building Planning; Section R-302, Fire Resistant Construction.
(a)
Section R-302.2.2, Parapets. Parapets constructed in accordance with Section R-302.2.3 shall be provided for
townhouses as an extension of common exteriors or walls in accordance with the following:
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(1)
Where roof surfaces adjacent to the wall or walls are at the same elevation, the parapet shall extend not less than
thirty (30) inches above the roof surfaces; and
(2)
Where roof structures adjacent to the wall or walls are at different elevations and the higher roof is not more than
thirty (30) inches above the lower roof, the parapet shall extend not less than thirty (30) inches above the lower
roof surface.
Exception: A parapet is not required in Subsections (1) and (2) of this Section when townhouses are provided
with residential sprinkler systems installed in accordance with Section 903 of the IBC, or when the roof is
covered with a minimum Class C roof covering and the roof decking or sheathing is of noncombustible materials
or approved fire-retardant treated wood for a distance of four (4) feet on each side of the wall or walls, or one
layer of five-eighths (5/8) inch, or Type X gypsum board is installed directly beneath the roof decking or
sheathing for a distance of four (4) feet on each side of the wall or walls.
(3)
A parapet is not required where roof surfaces adjacent to the wall or walls are at different elevations and the
higher roof is more than thirty (30) inches above the lower roof. The common wall construction from the lower
roof to the underside of the higher roof deck shall not have less than a one (1) hour fire-resistive rating. The wall
shall be rated for exposure from both sides.
(CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-241. - Building Planning; Section R-303, Light, Ventilation, and Heating.
(a)
Section R-303.3.1 is added to read as follows: "Illumination of Toilet Rooms and Bathrooms." Illumination of
toilet rooms and bathrooms is to be the equivalent of at least three (3) foot candles.
(b)
Section R-303.4.1 (IRC) is added to read as follows:
(1)
"Locations." Every door which opens directly from any one or two-family dwelling to the outdoors; fifty percent
(50%) of the nominal area of every double-hung and horizontal sliding window, and that portion of every other
type window normally used for ventilation; and all other openings, unless specifically exempt or modified by the
Building Official in accordance with the hardship or modification provisions of this Subtitle and the IRC, shall
be screened with not less than sixteen (16) mesh per inch material. In addition, every hinged screen door shall
have a self-closing device in good working condition. Screen doors shall not be required on the main entrance
door.
(2)
"Governing Code." Screens required by this Section shall be installed or be available to be installed on all
dwelling units. The actual times that screens must be provided and installed for use on all dwellings will be
governed by the Prince George's County Housing Code. These provisions shall be applicable to all dwelling
structures irrespective of the date of construction.
(c)
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Section R-303.7.2 is added to read as follows: "Minimum Illumination of Stairwells." Minimum illumination of
stairwells is to be the equivalent of at least three (3) foot candles. In all one- and two-family dwellings, at least
one (1) light illuminating a stair shall be controlled by wall switches at each end of the stair. All exterior steps
shall be provided with a light controlled by a switch on the interior.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-241.01. - Range Hoods; Section M1503.4, Make Up Air Required.
(a)
The following revision is made to Section M1503.4 Make Up Air Required of the International Residential
Code:
(1)
M1503.4. Makeup air required. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting more than 400 cubic feet per
minute (o.19m3/s) shall be mechanically or naturally provided with makeup air at a rate approximately equal to
the exhaust air rate in excess of 400 cubic feet per minute. Such makeup air systems shall be equipped with not
less than one damper. Each damper shall be a gravity damper or an electrically operated damper that
automatically opens when the exhaust system operates. Dampers shall be accessible for inspection, service,
repair and replacement without removing permanent construction or any other ducts not connected to the damper
being inspected, serviced, repaired or replaced.
(CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-242. - Building Planning; Section R-309, Garages and Carports.
Section R-309.6 is added to read as follows: "Interconnecting Doors." All doors between garages and living
spaces of the one- and two-family dwellings shall be provided with a self-closing device. The self-closer may be
non-listed but must be sufficient to close and latch the door from an open position of twelve (12) inches. Door
frames may be of metal or wood construction. Adjacent drywall must butt solidly with the door frame.
(CB-54-2002)
Sec. 4-243. - Building Planning; Section R-311, Means of Egress.
(a)
Section R-311.4, Minimum Number of Exits in Existing One- and Two-Family Dwellings. One- and two-family
dwellings that undergo basement improvements for which a building permit is required and the work performed
will render the area as "Habitable" shall have a minimum of two (2) exits. All basements must have an exit door
or an emergency escape and rescue opening leading directly to the outside grade in addition to an interior stair
leading to the primary means of egress of the dwelling unit.
(b)
Section R-311.7.5, Stair Treads and Risers. The maximum riser height shall be eight and one-fourth (8¼) inches,
and the minimum tread depth shall be nine (9) inches. The riser height shall be measured vertically between the
vertical planes of the foremost projection of adjacent treads and at a right angle to the tread's leading edge. The
walking face of treads and landings of a stairway shall be sloped no steeper than one (1) unit vertical in fortyeight (48) units horizontal two percent (2%) slope. The greatest riser height within any flight of stairs shall not
exceed the smallest by more than three-eighths (3/8) inch. The greatest tread depth within any flight of stairs
shall not exceed the smallest by more than three-eighths (3/8) inch.
(c)
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Section R-312.1.3, Ladder Effect. Guards where required shall not be constructed so as to have an ornamental
pattern that would provide a ladder effect.
(CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020; CB-95-2021)
Sec. 4-244. - Reserved.
Sec. 4-245. - Building Planning; Section R-313, Automatic Fire Sprinkler System.
Section R-313 is deleted.
(CB-54-2002; CB-73-2005; CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-246. - Building Planning; Section R-302, Fire Resistant Construction.
(a)
Section R-302.2.5 is amended to read as follows: "Parapets." Parapets constructed in accordance with Section R302.2.4 shall be provided for townhouses as an extension of common exterior or walls in accordance with the
following:
(1)
Where roof surfaces adjacent to the wall or walls are at the same elevation, the parapet shall extend not less than
thirty (30) inches above the roof surfaces; and
(2)
Where roof structures adjacent to the wall or walls are at different elevations and the higher roof is not more than
thirty (30) inches above the lower roof, the parapet shall extend not less than Thirty (30) inches above the lower
roof surface.
Exception: A parapet is not required in Subsections (1) and (2) of this Section when townhouses are provided
with residential sprinkler systems installed in accordance with Section 903 of the IBC, or when the roof is
covered with a minimum Class C roof covering and the roof decking or sheathing is of noncombustible materials
or approved fire-retardant treated wood for a distance of four (4) feet on each side of the wall or walls, or one
layer of five-eighths (5/8) inch, or Type X gypsum board is installed directly beneath the roof decking or
sheathing for a distance of four (4) feet on each side of the wall or walls.
(3)
A parapet is not required where roof surfaces adjacent to the wall or walls are at different elevations and the
higher roof is more than thirty (30) inches above the lower roof. The common wall construction from the lower
roof to the underside of the higher roof deck shall not have less than a one (1) hour fire-resistive rating. The wall
shall be rated for exposure from both sides.
(CB-54-2002; CB-45-2012; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-246.01. - Building Planning; Section R324.6 "Roof access and Pathways."
This section is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-247. - Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs: Section R-327, Barrier Requirements.
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Section R-327.1, Outdoor Swimming Pool. An outdoor swimming pool, including an in-ground, above-ground
or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be surrounded by a barrier which shall comply with the following: The
top of the barrier shall be at least six (6) feet above grade measured on the side of the barrier which faces away
from the swimming pool.
(CB-54-2002; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-248. - Building Planning; Section R-328, Fire Protection Systems.
(a)
Section R-328.1, Automatic Sprinkler System Requirement for New One- and Two-Family Dwellings and
Industrialized Buildings (Modular and Manufactured Homes to be utilized as a new One- and Two-Family
Dwelling). This Section, R-328, supersedes Section R-313 of the IRC. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout new one- and two-family dwellings, including industrialized (modular) and manufactured
homes, installed as manufactured homes after December 31, 2010. The following reductions in construction
requirements are permitted when a one or two family dwelling is fully sprinklered:
(1)
A basement exit to grade is not required;
(2)
A second exit from the dwelling is not required;
(3)
Trusses are not required to be provided with a fire-resistive ceiling membrane; and
(4)
Fire separations may be reduced from two (2) hours to one (1) hour rating and may be constructed with
combustible framing. The one (1) hour rated fire separation wall need not be able to withstand collapse of
construction on either side under fire conditions.
(b)
Section R-328.2, Connection from Sprinkler Systems. Sprinklers systems designed in accordance with NFPA
13D shall be supplied and back flowed protected in accordance with the WSSC Plumbing Code. Repairs to
detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhomes not more than four stories above grade plane which,
because of lack of maintenance or structural damage due to fire, explosion, or natural causes, which, in the
opinion of the Director of the Director's designee, exceed fifty percent (50%) of the building shall have an
approved automatic fire sprinkler system installed throughout the building as part of the scope of repairs
completed. Additions to existing structures which exceed one hundred percent (100%) of the total floor (square
footage) of the existing structures will cause the altered structure (addition plus existing structure) to be fully
sprinklered.
(c)
Section R-328.4, Sprinklers for Additions. All enclosed or habitable additions to an existing sprinklered one- or
two-family dwelling, including industrialized (modular and manufactured) homes must also be fully sprinklered.
(d)
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Section R-328.5, Location and Performance of Fire Hydrants. Every building of more than one thousand (1,000)
square feet in an area shall be provided with sufficient fire hydrants located such that no exterior portion of the
building is located more than five hundred (500) feet from a fire hydrant. The distance shall be measured as a
hose line would be laid along paved streets, through parking lot entrances, and around obstructions, in
accordance with the determination of the authority having jurisdiction. For multiple single-family dwellings
(townhouses), provide a fire hydrant within five hundred (500) feet of all exterior portions of the building, as
hose is laid. Each hydrant shall provide a minimum of one thousand (1,000) gpm at a residual pressure of twenty
(20) psi.
Exception: An approved alternate water supply source may be acceptable in areas not served by a public water
supply. In addition, a fire hydrant is not required to be situated within two hundred (200) feet of any required fire
department connection that is intended to supply an automatic fire sprinkler system that has been retrofitted into
an existing building of any use group, provided that the area of the building has not been increased in size or the
use group classification has not been changed to require an automatic fire suppression system under any other
provision of this Division.
(e)
Section R-328.6, Booster Pump for Automatic Sprinklers. Where a booster pump is required for the water
supply to the automatic sprinklers, the pump driver shall follow the requirements of this Section.
(f)
Section R-328.6.1, Water Pressure and Volume Boost with Standard Drip Proof Pump Drive. Water pressure and
volume boost with standard drip proof pump drive shall be installed as follows:
(1)
Circuit breaker switch must be within the visual line-of-sight of the pump. A sub-panel may be provided within
the line-of-sight of the pump, if the main panel is in a remote location to the pump.
(2)
Passive electrical supervision to the pump will be accomplished through the following wiring diagram of either
the main or subpanel. See figure R-328.6.1.
(g)
Section R-328.6.2, Water Pressure and Volume Boost with Totally Enclosed, Fan Cooled Pump Driver. Water
pressure and volume boost with totally enclosed, fan cooled pump driver shall be installed as follows:
(1)
Circuit breaker switch must be within the visual line-of-sight of the pump. A sub-panel may be provided within
the line-of-sight of the pump, if the main panel is in a remote location to the pump.
(2)
Passive electrical supervision to the pump will be accomplished through the following wiring diagram of either
the main or subpanel. See figure R-328.6.1.
(h)
Section R-328.6.3, Any Pump with a Stored Water Supply. Any pump with a stored water supply shall be
installed as follows:
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(1)
Circuit breaker switch must be within the visual line-of-sight of the pump. A sub-panel may be provided within
the line-of-sight of the pump, if the main panel is in a remote location to the pump.
(2)
Passive electrical supervision to the pump will be accomplished through the following wiring diagram of either
the main or subpanel. See Figure R-328.6.1
Figure R-328.6.1

(i)
Section R-328.6.4, Combination Use Standard Wiring Method. Any pump on a single circuit shall be installed to
be within visual sight of the pump.
(j)
Section R-328.6.5, Mounting Considerations for Any Pump Serving a Residential Sprinkler System. Any pump
serving a residential sprinkler system shall be installed as follows:
(1)
Wall or floor mounted;
(2)
Accessible for inspection or service;
(3)
Ensure not located in hazardous area;
(4)
Install as per manufacturer's requirements.
(CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-249. - Foundations; Section R-403, Footings.
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(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are to Section R-403 of the IRC:
(1)
Unless noted otherwise by engineering design, all footings supporting reinforced concrete or masonry basement
walls shall be provided with footing dowels at the minimum amount of one-half (½) of the vertical wall
reinforcement. The lap length at the top of the footing shall be adequate to develop the full tension capacity of
the reinforcement.
(2)
Continuous wall footings shall not be less than sixteen (16) inches wide and eight (8) inches thick.
(3)
Section R-403.1.4, Minimum Depth. All exterior footings and foundation systems shall extend below the frost
line. All exterior footings shall be placed at thirty (30) inches below the finished grade.
(4)
Section R-403.1.6, "the maximum spacing of one-half (½) inch diameter anchor bolts is amended to be four (4)
feet."
(5)
Section R-403.2, titled "Footings for wood foundations" is deleted.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-250. - Foundations; Section R-404, Foundations and Retaining Walls.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Section R-404 of the International
Residential Code:
(1)
Section R-404.1.1, Design Loads. In addition to other applicable loads, the basement walls shall be designed for
the at-rest pressure (lateral soil load) as described in Table 1610.1 of the 2018 International Building Code.
(2)
Section R-404.1.2, Design of Concrete Masonry. Design of concrete masonry unit (CMU) walls shall conform to
the Building Code Requirements for Masonry Structures (ACI 530/TMS 402) Chapters 1, 2 and 3. Minimum
horizontal joint reinforcement consisting of not less than two continuous wires each with a minimum crosssectional area of 0.017 square inch (9 gage) shall be provided in horizontal bed joints spaced not more than
every second course vertically. For basement walls subjected to lateral earth pressure, minimum vertical
reinforcement shall consist of one No. 5 rebar (ASTM A615 grade 60) spaced not more than sixteen (16) inches
(for nominal 8", 10" or 12" walls). Cells having vertical reinforcement shall be filled with concrete or masonry
grout meeting the requirement of ASTM C476. Vertical steel reinforcement shall be placed not more than 2
inches from the inside face of the walls.
(3)
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Section R-404.1.3, Design of Concrete Walls. Design of concrete walls subjected to lateral earth pressure shall
conform to the Building Code Requirements for Reinforced Concrete (ACI 318-14) Chapter 10. Minimum
reinforcement in each direction shall not be less than that required by Chapter 7 (i.e. for ASTM A615 grade 60,
No. 4@14" for 8-inch thick, No. 4@12" for 10-inch thick, and No. 4@10" for 12-inch thick wall). For design of
concrete walls subjected to lightly loaded lateral earth pressure (4 feet or less of unbalanced backfill) or concrete
walls with insignificant stress components (for example, stresses reduced by mean of wall stiffeners) the ACI
318-14 Chapter 22 may be used to determine the amount of reinforcement required.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-250.01. - Foundations; Section R-404.2, titled "Wood Foundation Walls."
This Section is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-251. - Foundations; Section R-405, Foundation Drainage.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Section R-405 of the International
Residential Code:
(1)
Section R-405.1.2, Subsoil Drainage Systems. Subsoil drains shall be required for all buildings having
basements, cellars, crawl spaces, or floors below grade. Subsoil drains shall be located inside and outside of the
foundation and shall be installed at or below the area to be protected. Drains shall discharge by gravity or
mechanical means into an approved drainage system.
(2)
Section R-405.1.3, Sump Pumps and Pits. Where subsoil drains do not discharge by gravity, the drains shall
discharge to an accessible sump pit with an automatic electric pump. A battery back-up or water-powered backup sump pump will also be provided. The sump pit shall be a minimum of twenty-four (24) inches in diameter or
eighteen (18) inches square and twenty-four (24) inches in depth, and be provided with a fitted cover. The sump
pump shall have adequate capacity to discharge all water coming into the sump as it accumulates but in no case
shall the capacity of the pump be less than fifteen (15) gallons per minute. The discharge from the pump shall be
a minimum of one and one-fourth (1¼) inches and shall have a union in the discharge piping to make the pump
accessible for servicing. Subsoil drains and sump pump discharge may discharge to a properly graded open area
provided the point of discharge is ten (10) feet from any property line or Building Restriction Line (BRL).
Where a continuously flowing spring or high groundwater table is encountered during the design stage,
basement floors shall be designed at least two and one-half (2.5) feet above the groundwater's highest detected
level. Alternatively pre-approved methods of permanent dewatering shall be provided, and the groundwater level
shall be verified again before construction. If such condition is encountered by the County and subsoil drains are
pre-approved by the County; these drains must be piped to a storm drain or approved outfall where they shall be
fitted. When piped to a storm drain all drainage lines shall include an accessible backwater valve. Residential
sump pumps are not to be relied on for lowering high groundwater table.
(3)
Section R-405.1.4, Areaway Drains. All open subsurface space adjacent to a building serving as an exit or
entrance shall be provided with a drain or drains. Such areaway drains shall be of approved material in
accordance with Chapter 30 of this Code and not less than 2 inches in diameter and shall discharge by gravity or
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mechanical means in accordance with R-405.1.2. Areaway drains for areas exceeding 800 square feet shall be
sized in accordance with Section 1113 of the 2006 International Plumbing Code.
(4)
Section R-405.1.5, Window Well Drains. Window well areaways shall have drains. Window well areaways 10
square feet or less may discharge to the subsoil drain through a 2-inch minimum diameter pipe. Drains for
window well areaways greater than 10 square feet shall be installed in accordance with Section R-405.1.3.
(5)
Section R-405.1.6, Foundation Weep Holes. Where subsoil drains are required by Section R-405.1.1,
foundations of hollow core masonry shall have foundation weep holes. Weep holes shall be placed a maximum
of 4-foot o/c intervals and shall discharge into the aggregate of the interior subsoil drainage system.
(6)
Section R-405.1.7, Site Grading. The ground immediately adjacent to the foundation shall be sloped away from
the building at a slope of not less than one unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (1:12) for a minimum distance of 5
feet (914 mm) measured perpendicular to the face of the wall or an approved alternate method of diverting water
away from the foundation shall be used. Consideration shall be given to the possible additional settlement of the
backfill when establishing the final ground level adjacent to the foundation.
(7)
Section R-405.2, titled "Wood foundations" is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-252. - Floors; Section R-502, Wood Floor Framing.
(a)
The following addition is made to Section R-502 of the International Residential Code:
(1)
Section R-502.7.2. Floor joists adjacent and parallel to the exterior foundation wall shall be provided with fulldepth solid blocking, not less than two (2) inches nominal in thickness, placed perpendicular to the joist at
spacing not more than four (4) feet. The blocking shall be nailed to the floor sheathing, the joist and the exterior
rim joist/board.
(CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-253. - Engineered Floor Truss Systems; Section R-502.8.3, Protection of Structural Members.
(a)
Section R-502.8.3, Protection of Truss Framing Members. All combustible truss framing members which
comprise a portion of a nonrated floor assembly shall be protected by the installation of a ceiling. The ceiling
material shall not be less than one-half (1/2) inch gypsum board or an approved equivalent alternative material.
The ceiling must be adequately supported by direct mechanical fastening to the structural framing or be
suspended by not less than No. 12 MSG galvanized steel wire or by an equivalent method. Where combustible
truss joist framing is used as a portion of a required rated floor-ceiling assembly, the structural members shall be
protected in accordance with an appropriate tested and listed design.
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Exceptions:
(1)
Buildings protected throughout, excluding crawlspaces less than forty-two (42) inches in depth by an automatic
sprinkler system; and
(2)
Crawl spaces of not more than forty-two (42) inches in depth, measured from the top of the floor surface above
to the surface of the crawl space floor.
(CB-13-2009; CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-254. - Wall Construction; Section R602.10 Wall Bracing.
Residential structures in the R-55 (One-Family Detached Residential) Zone shall not have more than five (5)
bathrooms for that structure or a combination of the primary residential and any accessory use on the property.
At least one bathroom within any structure on the property must be accessible from a common interior area, such
as a hallway. Section R602.10.9.2 Braced wall panel supported by floor joists, beams or girders (see section
R602.10.8). When the interior braced wall panel, not supported by continuous braced wall or foundation wall
below, is used in conjunction/combination with the exterior braced walls, the design of this braced wall system
(interior and exterior) including the design of the supporting joists, beams and girders, column and foundation
shall be in accordance with accepted engineering practice.
(CB-124-2017; CB-56-2020)
Sec. 4-255. - Administration and Enforcement; Sec R113. Violations.
(a)
Section R113.2 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
"Notice of Violation"
The Building Official is authorized to serve a notice of violation or order on the person responsible for the
erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, moving, removal, demolition or occupancy of a building or
structure in violation of the provisions of this code, or in violation of a detail statement or a plan approved
thereunder, or in violation of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code. Such order shall
direct the discontinuance of the illegal action or condition and the abatement of the violation.
(b)
Section R113.4 of the IRC is amended to read as follows: "Violation Penalties"
R113.4.1 Civil Penalties: Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or combination thereof who
shall violate a provision of the International Residential Code (IRC), or of this Subtitle, or fail to comply with
any of the requirements thereof, violates a lawful order issued thereunder, or any person who shall erect,
construct, alter, or repair a building or structure or mechanical or electrical system without all required permits
or in violation of an approved plan or directive of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under
the provisions of this Subtitle or the IRC, may be liable for a civil fine in accordance with the provisions of this
section. A civil fine imposed under this subsection is in addition to any other sanction provided by law.
A civil fine may be assessed in conjunction with a written notice of violation or through the issuance of a civil
citation or an administrative citation in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
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R113.4.1.1 Civil Fine Imposed Through Notice of Violation: When a civil fine is imposed through a notice of
violation, the notice of violation shall state the amount of the civil fine and a description of the circumstances
giving rise to the assessment. A civil fine imposed through a notice of violation shall be one thousand dollars
($1,000) per violation. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. A civil fine
assessed through a notice of violation shall be due and payable within 30 days after the Building Official issues
the written notice.
R113.4.1.1.1 Appeal of Civil Fine Issued Through Notice of Violation: A written notice of violation assessing a
civil fine under this section shall be a final decision of the Director or the Director's designee.
R113.4.1.1.2 Recording of Civil Fine as tax lien: If a civil fine imposed through a notice of violation has not
been paid within 30 days after the written notice of violation, the Director may cause the written notice of
violation to be recorded with the Director of Finance for Prince George's County. Recordation of the notice of
violation shall constitute a lien on the subject property and shall be collected in the same manner as other County
real estate taxes. The filing of an appeal of a civil fine shall not affect the recordation of a tax lien under this
subsection. Upon receiving notice that a duly adjudicated appeal has resulted in a decision in favor of an
appellant regarding a civil fine imposed under this subsection, the Director of Finance shall release the tax lien.
R113.4.1.2 Civil Fine Imposed Through Civil Citation
R113.4.1.2.1 In the event that a responsible party does not comply with a notice of violation within the time
period provided, including any period allowed by appeal, and upon verification by the Director or the Director's
designee that the violation still exists, the Director or the Director's designee may issue upon the responsible
parties a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code.
R113.4.1.2.2 Separate Violation: Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to
an additional citation and fine in the same dollar amount as the repeat citation(s).
R113.4.1.2.3 Civil Citation in addition to other sanctions: A civil citation imposed under this subsection is in
addition to any other sanction provided by law.
R113.4.1.3 Administrative Citation
R113.4.1.3.1 In lieu of issuing a civil citation pursuant to Section R113.4.1.2 above, upon verification of a
violation of this Section, the Director or Director's designee may issue upon the responsible parties an
administrative citation as that term is defined in Section 13-1121.
R113.4.1.3.2 In addition to any other matters that the Director prescribes, the issuance of an administrative
citation shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Sec. 13-1125 of this Code.
R113.4.1.3.3 Administrative citations issued under this subtitle shall be adjudicated in accordance with the
provisions outlined in Sections 13-1126, 13-1127, 13-1128, 13-1129, 13-1130, 13-1131, and 13-1132 of this
Code.
R113.4.1.3.4 A civil fine imposed through an administrative citation under this section shall be five hundred
dollars ($500.00) per violation and shall be due and payable within 30 days after the citation is issued. Each day
that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
(CB-35-2020)
Sec. 4-255.01. - Administration and Enforcement; Sec R114. Stop Work Order.
(a)
Section R114.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows: Upon notice from the Building Official that work on
any building or structure is being executed contrary to the provisions of this code or in an unsafe and dangerous
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manner, such work shall be immediately stopped. The Stop Work Order shall be in writing and shall be given to
the owner of the property involved, the owner's authorized agent or the person performing the work. Upon
issuance of a Stop Work Order, the cited work shall immediately cease. The Stop Work Order shall state the
reason for the order and the conditions under which the cited work will be permitted to resume. Stop Work Order
will be in full force until all fees and penalties are paid and permits have been secured for all illegal and/or
unpermitted construction.
(b)
Section R114.2 of the IRC is amended to read as follows: Unlawful Continuance
R114.2.1 Civil Penalties: Any person, firm, association, partnership, or corporation, or combination thereof, who
shall continue work in violation of the provisions of a Stop Work Order or shall remove or cause to be removed
a Stop Work Order sign still in effect and operation, may be liable for a civil fine in accordance with the
provisions of this section. A civil fine imposed under this subsection is in addition to any other sanction
provided by law. A civil fine may be assessed in conjunction with a written notice of violation or through the
issuance of a civil citation or an administrative citation in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
R114.2.1.1 Civil Fine Imposed Through Notice of Violation: When a civil fine is imposed through a notice of
violation, the notice of violation shall state the amount of the civil fine and a description of the circumstances
giving rise to the assessment. A civil fine imposed through a notice of violation shall not exceed one thousand
dollars ($1,000) per violation. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. A civil
fine assessed through a notice of violation shall be due and payable within 30 days after the Building Official
issues the written notice.
R114.2.1.1.1 Appeal of Civil Fine Issued Through Notice of Violation: A written notice of violation assessing a
civil fine under this section shall be a final decision of the Director or the Director's designee as is contemplated.
R114.2.1.1.2 Recording of Civil Fine as tax lien: If a civil fine imposed through a notice of violation has not
been paid within 30 days after the written notice of violation, the Director may cause the written notice of
violation to be recorded with the Director of Finance for Prince George's County. Recordation of the notice of
violation shall constitute a lien on the subject property and shall be collected in the same manner as other County
real estate taxes. The filing of an appeal of a civil fine shall not affect the recordation of a tax lien under this
subsection. Upon receiving notice that a duly adjudicated appeal has resulted in a decision in favor of an
appellant regarding a civil fine imposed under this subsection, the Director of Finance shall release the tax lien.
R114.2.1.2 Civil Fine Imposed Through Civil Citation
R114.2.1.2.1 In the event that a responsible party does not comply with a notice of violation within the time
period provided, including any period allowed by appeal, and upon verification by the Director or the Director's
designee that the violation still exists, the Director or the Director's designee may issue upon the responsible
parties a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code.
R114.2.1.2.2 Separate Violation: Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to
an additional citation and fine in the same dollar amount as the repeat citation(s).
R114.2.1.2.3 Civil Citation in addition to other sanctions: A civil citation imposed under this subsection is in
addition to any other sanction provided by law.
R114.2.1.3 Administrative Citation
R114.2.1.3.1 In lieu of issuing a civil citation pursuant to Section 114.2.1.2 above, upon verification of a
violation of this Section, the Director or Director's designee may issue upon the responsible parties an
administrative citation as that term is defined in Section 13-1121.
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R114.2.1.3.2 In addition to any other matters that the Director prescribes, the issuance of an administrative
citation shall comply in all respects with the requirements of Sec. 13-1125 of this Code.
R114.2.1.3.3 Administrative citations issued under this subtitle shall be adjudicated in accordance with the
provisions outlined in Sections 13-1126, 13-1127, 13-1128, 13-1129, 13-1130, 13-1131, and 13-1132 of this
Code.
R114.4.1.3.4 A civil fine imposed through an administrative citation under this section shall be five hundred
dollars ($500.00) per violation and shall be due and payable within 30 days after the citation is issued. Each day
that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
(CB-35-2020)
Sec. 4-255.02. - Roof Assemblies; Section R903 Weather Protection.
Section R903.4.2 is added to read as follows: "Gutters and Downspouts." Unless constructed with parapet walls
and coping, all exterior walls shall be provided with gutters and downspouts or leaders to dispose of roof
drainage to comply with the International Plumbing Code.
(CB-56-2020)
SUBDIVISION 5. - INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE.
Sec. 4-256. - Building Envelope Requirements; C402.2.1.1, Roof Solar Reflective and Thermal Emittance.
Section C402.2.1.1. is amended to read as follows: Low sloped roofs, with a slope less than 2 units vertical in 12
horizontal, directly above cooled conditioned spaces in Climate Zones 1, 2, 3 and 4 shall comply with one or
more options in Table C402.2.1.1.
(CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-257. - Building Envelope Requirements. Table C402.3. Fenestration.
Table C402.3 is amended to read as follows: SHGC is Climate Zone 4 is changed from .40 to .35.
(CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-258. - Electrical Power and Lighting Systems (Mandatory); C405.2.1 Occupant Sensor Controls.
Section C405.2.1 Occupant sensor controls shall be installed in all classrooms, conference/meeting rooms,
employee lunch and break rooms, private offices, restrooms, storage rooms, janitorial closets, enclosed
stairways, and other spaces 300 square feet (28m2) or less enclosed by floor-to-ceiling height partitions. These
automatically turn off lights within 30 minutes of all occupants leaving the space, and shall turn the lighting on
to not more than 50 percent power.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-259. - Electrical Power and Lighting Systems (Mandatory); C405.2.4. Specific Application Controls.
Section C405.2.4 7. Lighting for parking areas shall have automatic controls so that after 15 minutes of nonactivity, lighting power density can be reduced by 30 percent.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-260. - Electrical Power and Lighting Systems (Mandatory); C405.10. Solar Energy Systems.
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Section C405.10. Provide adequate on-site access for solar energy systems and provide interconnection
pathways to building distribution. Documentation must be provided through construction documents and the
main electrical service panel.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-261. - Additional Efficiency Package Options; C406.5. On-site Renewable Energy.
Section C406.5. Total minimum ratings of on-site renewable energy systems shall comply with one of the
following: 1. Provide not less than 1.75 Btu (1850 W), or not less than 0.50 watts per square foot (5.4 W/m2) or
conditioned floor area. 2. Provide not less than 5 percent of the energy used within the building for building
mechanical and service water heating equipment and lighting regulated in this chapter.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
Sec. 4-262. - Additional Efficiency Package Options; C406.5, District Energy Systems.
Section C406.5 is added to read as follows: A minimum of 40 percent of heating and cooling load as calculated
in section C403.2.2 must be provided by a district energy system.
(CB-45-2012)
Sec. 4-263. - Additional Efficiency Package Options; C406.9. Water Heating Needs.
Section C406.9. Hotels, motels, hospitals, restaurants, buildings with residential occupancies, buildings with
laundry facilities or other high process service water heating needs or buildings showing a service hot water load
of 10 percent or more of total building energy shall provide at least forty percent (40%) of hot water through
instantaneous or tankless fuel-fired water heating systems, waste heat recovery from equipment or Combined
Heat and Power (CHP), solar water heating systems.
(CB-45-2012; CB-90-2015)
DIVISION 2. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 4-264. - Subpoena Power.
(a)
In the administration and enforcement of Subtitles 4, 5, and 13, the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, has the power to issue subpoenas necessary to effectuate the duties
and responsibilities of permit issuance, inspections and enforcement.
(b)
Service of subpoena. Any such subpoena shall be served by:
(1)
certified mail, return receipt requested (with service by certified mail being complete upon delivery and proof
being shown by the green return receipt card); or
(2)
personal service of process by:
(A)
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a competent private person, 18 years of age or older, who is not a party to the action; or
(B)
the sheriff or deputy sheriff of the political subdivision in which is located the residence of the person or the
main office of the firm, association, partnership or corporation against whom or which the subpoena is issued.
(c)
Enforcement of Subpoena.
(1)
In case of failure to comply with a subpoena, the County, on behalf of the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, may apply to a court of appropriate jurisdiction for an order requiring
the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of records and documents, and/or the taking of
interrogatories and depositions.
(2)
After notice to the person subpoenaed as a witness or directed to produce records and documents, and upon a
finding that the attendance and testimony of the witness or the production of the records and documents is
relevant or necessary for the ability to issue permits, conduct inspections and enforce Subtitles 4, 5 and 13 of the
Prince George's County Code, the court may issue an order requiring the attendance and testimony of the
witness and the production of the records and documents. Any failure to obey such an order of the court may be
punished as contempt of court.
(CB-56-2021)
Sec. 4-265. through Sec. 4-269. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - RESERVED.
Sec. 4-270. through Sec. 4-315. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - RESERVED.
Sec. 4-316. through Sec 4-344. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
Sec. 4-345. - Requirements for Grading, Building Construction, Removal, etc., generally.
(a)
The regulations contained in this Subtitle and the provisions of its Divisions jointly construed shall control all
matters concerning grading, drainage, and erosion control, and the construction, alteration, addition, repair,
removal, demolition, use, location, occupancy, and maintenance of all buildings and structures and their service
equipment, and shall apply to existing or proposed buildings and structures in the County, except such matters as
are otherwise provided for in the Prince George's County Code, in the rules and regulations pertaining to the
Washington Suburban Sanitary District as lawfully adopted by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
pursuant to the authorities contained in its organic statute, in Subtitle 27 of this Code adopted by the Prince
George's County Council sitting as the District Council for that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional
District in the County, as the same may from time to time be amended and in all laws having general application
in the County under the public general and public local laws of the State, as well as rules and regulations of
Maryland State departments or agencies.
(b)
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All work done under any permit issued under this Subtitle, except as provided in Subsection (k), below, shall be
in full prior compliance with Subtitle 27 of this Code, including obtaining a Special Exception for the intended
use; the rules and regulations of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, where applicable; the
regulations of Subtitle 11, Subtitle 23, Subtitle 25, and any other applicable provisions of the Prince George's
County Code; or any other statute, ordinance, or regulation officially and lawfully adopted by State, Bi-County,
or County agencies that are applicable in the County.
(c)
No building permit shall be issued or granted for any building or structure in Prince George's County to be
served by water supply systems or sewerage systems for which service from said system or systems cannot or
will not be provided by the estimated completion date of the building or structure for which the permit is
requested.
(d)
No building permit shall be issued or granted for any building or structure in Prince George's County where the
agency having jurisdiction over the provision of water supply or sewerage systems certifies that existing water
supply or sewerage systems are inadequate to serve said building or structure, taking into account all other
existing developments and developments approved for service by said agency within the service area.
(e)
The applicant for the building permit is required to exhibit a copy of an approved Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission House Connection and Plumbing Application or a valid Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission Plumbing Permit for the building or structure for which the building permit is requested. Said
documents are to serve as certification by that agency as to the availability and adequacy of the water supply
and/or sewerage system. Where the water supply and/or sewerage system is not available but service has been
previously authorized by the Commission, the applicant for the building permit is required to submit a separate
statement which shall be provided by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission specifying the projected
date when such water and/or sewerage service can be provided to the proposed use.
(f)
The applicant for the building permit is required at the time application is made to indicate his best estimated
starting and completion dates of the construction of said building or structure.
(g)
The Director or the Director's designee shall make a determination, based on normal construction procedures as
evidenced by progress determined from comparable projects, as to the reasonableness of the applicant's
estimated completion date for his building or structure. If the Director or the Director's designee determines that
the applicant's time estimate is unreasonable, he shall advise the applicant, in writing, as to his reasons for such a
determination. The applicant shall then be given the opportunity to either justify his previous estimate or to
submit a new estimate. If the Director or the Director's designee still considers the applicant's estimate to be
unreasonable, then the applicant shall have recourse to the Board of Appeals for Prince George's County to
challenge the Director's or the Director's designee's determination. The Director or the Director's designee shall
then compare the estimated completion dates with the dates given for the availability of water supply or
sewerage systems to insure that the availability date is not later than the estimated completion date for the
building or structure for which the building permits are requested.
(h)
The issuance or granting of a building permit is specifically prohibited when the agency having jurisdiction over
the provision of water supply or sewerage system is unable to provide an estimated date(s) when such service
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will be made available.
(i)
No building permit shall be issued until such time as provisions have been made and approved for the
improvement of adjacent or abutting streets, or provisions for their improvement have been accomplished under
the provisions of Subtitle 23, or the regulations of the appropriate municipality when such permit is requested
for work to be accomplished within a municipality. The Director or the Director's designee is hereby authorized
and directed to assist in the enforcement of such statutes, ordinances, and regulations to the full extent of the
powers delegated to him in this Division.
(j)
Permits applied for prior to July 1, 1992, for sanitary landfills and for clean earth fills, when not pursuant to an
approved plan of development, shall be exempted from compliance with the provisions of Division 2 of Subtitle
25 of this Code.
(k)
No building permit shall be recommended for approval by the Planning Board or its authorized representative, or
issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, for any building or structure in Prince
George's County on a lot or parcel of land that is located within the area of an adopted and approved Area
Master Plan which includes a Zoning Proposal that has been prepared pursuant to the provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance, or a Sectional Map Amendment which has been transmitted by the Planning Board to the District
Council pursuant to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, if the lot or parcel is in a nonresidential zone, was
proposed by the Planning Board for a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted, and is
undeveloped, until final action on the Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council. This Subsection shall
not apply to a lot or parcel of land for which a grading permit has been issued by Prince George's County,
sediment and erosion control devices have been installed by the permittee, and site grading activities have been
initiated by the permittee.
(l)
For a project participating in the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement's Peer Review
Program, every agency with responsibility relating to the approval of the project's building and/or grading
permits, which includes the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, Prince George's County
Department of Public Works and Transportation, Prince George's County Health Department, Prince George's
County Fire/EMS Department, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission and Prince George's Soil Conservation District, shall exercise best efforts to
ensure the issuance of the building and/or grading permit(s) for the project within fifteen (15) business days of
the project's participation in the Peer Review Program. The fifteen business day time frame includes ten (10)
business days for the first review cycle and five (5) business days for the second review cycle of every agency
involved in the review process as required. This time frame does not include the time required for the design
professional and permittee to respond to and address permit plan comments.
(m)
An existing building in the C-S-C (Commercial Shopping Center) Zone with an original use and occupancy
permit for a food or beverage store issued on or before May 1, 1965, with said use located in a building that was
constructed prior to November 29, 1949, for which an off-site sales Class A beer, wine, and liquor license issued
by the Board of License Commissioners for Prince George's County pursuant to Title 26 of the Alcoholic
Beverages Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland on or before July 1, 2016, shall be permitted to perform
interior and exterior renovations related to storage, pursuant to the terms of its Class A license, to improve
and/or expand the facility by an area not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the existing square footage of the
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current enclosed area and shall not be required to obtain a building permit to make such renovations or
improvements.
(CB-64-1973; CB-72-1974; CB-49-1976; CB-11-1978; CB-87-1979; CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-73-1989;
CB-50-1990; CB-106-1992; CB-32-2010; CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-84-2015; CB-90-2015; CB-120-2017;
CB-99-2021)
Sec. 4-346. - Issuance of Certificates of Occupancy.
No certificates of occupancy for any building or structure erected, repaired, changed to a different use, or
transferred to a new owner or occupant shall be issued unless such building or structure was erected, altered, or
repaired and is otherwise in compliance with the provisions of this Division and other provisions of State or
local laws, ordinances, and regulations.
(CB-64-1973; CB-87-1979)
Sec. 4-347. - Exemptions to Subtitle.
(a)
Procedure: The County Council may exempt, upon specific request, from the requirements of this Subtitle, all
grading, buildings, or other structures within the corporate limits of any Prince George's County municipality,
with planning and zoning authority, whenever the County Council determines, by resolution, that the building
regulations and administrative procedures of said municipality and the enforcement thereof are as adequate and
equally effective as the County's building and grading regulations, any other applicable regulations and
administrative procedures presently or hereafter enacted. Said exempting resolution may include any conditions,
restrictions, or requirements deemed necessary by the County Council. An official copy of any building permit
approved and issued, with all attachments, shall be forwarded, within three (3) business days immediately
following issuance, to the State Supervisor of Assessments within the County and the Building Official.
(b)
Compliance with Zoning Ordinance: Where applicable, permits issued shall comply with zoning laws and shall
be referred to the Prince George's County Planning Board for review and recommendations respecting zoning
requirements.
(c)
Referral: Whenever any municipality, delegated authority under the provisions of this exemption, determines
that it lacks the necessary expertise to review an application and issue a permit subsequent thereto, said
application shall be referred to the County Building Official for appropriate action. If so referred, compliance
shall be had with all applicable provisions of this Subtitle including fee requirements. Administration and
enforcement shall be pursuant to this Subtitle.
(CB-87-1979)
Editor's note— CR-17-1978 provided that, except as provided in Section 4-347(c), above, all construction
within the City of Laurel shall be exempt from the provisions of the County Building Code.
Sec. 4-348. - Exemption from fees.
(a)
Upon certification by the Superintendent of Schools that a construction project is a part of an educational
program of the Prince George's County Public Schools, the Building Official shall waive any fees that would be
otherwise required by this Subtitle.
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(b)
The Building Official shall waive any fees that would be otherwise required by this Subtitle for any construction
project that is undertaken by the Prince George's County Public Schools.
(c)
The Building Official may waive any fees that would be otherwise required by this Subtitle for any new
construction project that is undertaken by a hospital, as defined by Section 12-130(a)(1) of the County Code.
The Building Official may require such information as necessary to determine a waiver under this subsection.
(CB-26-1983; CB-101-2004; CB-41-2014)
Sec. 4-349. - Administration and Enforcement of Subtitle — Generally.
(a)
Administration and enforcement of this Subtitle shall be by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, and the executive official in charge thereof shall be known as the Building Official.
(b)
The Building Official shall be designated by the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement as a
classified employee under Subtitle 16, Personnel, of this Code. The Building Official shall, with the approval of
the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, designate such number of officers, technical assistants,
inspectors, and other employees as shall be necessary for the administration of this Subtitle. The Building
Official may designate an employee as his Deputy who shall exercise all the powers of the Building Official
during the temporary absence or disability of the Building Official.
(c)
The Building Official shall have the power and the duty to enforce the provisions of this Subtitle and all fees
provided in this Subtitle shall be paid to the order of Prince George's County. All permits and certificates shall
be issued by the Building Official in the name of Prince George's County.
(CB-64-1973; CB-87-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Editor's note— Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Sec. 4-401, provided the District Court has exclusive
original civil jurisdiction in a petition of injunction filed by a county for enforcement of its building code.
Sec. 4-350. - Same — Interpretations, etc., by Building Official.
Wherever in the regulations provided for in this Subtitle it is provided that anything shall be done to the approval
of or subject to the direction of the Building Official, this shall be construed to give the Building Official only
the discretion of determining whether the rules and standards established by this Subtitle have been complied
with, and no such provision shall be construed as giving any officer discretionary powers to establish such
regulations or standards or power to require conditions not prescribed by this Subtitle or any other ordinance of
the County or to enforce any provisions of this Subtitle in an arbitrary or discriminatory manner.
(CB-64-1973; CB-87-1979)
Sec. 4-351. - Same — Stop Orders.
(a)
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Whenever any work is being done in violation of the provisions of this Subtitle or in variance with the term of
any permit issued for such work, the Building Official or his duly authorized representative may order all or part
of the work on the job stopped until such violation or variance is eliminated and any work or installation made in
violation of this Subtitle is corrected. Such "stop order," if oral, shall be followed by a written "stop order"
within twenty-four (24) hours (excluding Saturday, Sunday, or holidays).
(b)
It shall be unlawful to do or perform any work in violation of such "stop order," except as may be necessary to
prevent injury or damage to persons or property.
(c)
The "stop order" shall contain, or be accompanied by, a written notice indicating that there is a right to a hearing
before the Building Official or his designee. Such request for a hearing may be filed in writing or in person at the
Office of the Building Official. The owner or permittee affected by such "stop order" shall be entitled to such
hearing as quickly as feasible, but at least within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of such request for hearing by
the Building Official. The Building Official, or a designated impartial member of his staff who has or is
delegated authority to act, shall afford the owner or permittee a fair hearing with an opportunity to present
evidence or testimony that is relevant to the "stop order." The owner or permittee shall be afforded reasonable
notice of the time and place of the hearing at the time of the request in person, or by telephone or other
appropriate means if the request is forwarded in writing.
(CB-64-1973; CB-116-1978; CB-87-1979)
Sec. 4-352. - Fee Schedule.
(a)
General: No permit to begin work for new construction, alteration, removal, demolition, or other building
operation shall be issued until the fees prescribed in the Table of Fees have been paid to Prince George's County,
nor shall an amendment or revision to a permit necessitating an additional fee be approved until the additional
fee has been paid. The fee for each building permit shall be based on the total construction cost of the building,
structure, and/or any other improvement of the property for which such building permit is obtained.
(b)
Special Fees: The payment of the fee for construction, alteration, removal, or demolition and for all work done
in connection with or concurrently with the work contemplated by a building permit shall not relieve the
applicant or holder of the permit from the payment of other fees that may be prescribed by law or ordinance for
water taps, sewer connections, electrical permits, mechanical permits, erection of signs and display structures,
marquees, or other appurtenant structures, or fees for inspections, certificates of use and occupancy, or other
privileges or requirements, both within and without the jurisdiction of the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement.
(c)
Planning Board Review Fee: Upon the filing of a permit application required by the Zoning Ordinance to be
reviewed by the Prince George's County Planning Board, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to
help defray the costs related to permit review. The fee for such permit review shall be Five Dollars ($5.00),
which shall be collected by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and remitted to the
Planning Board.
(d)
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New Buildings, Additions, or Enlargements: Permit fees shall be based upon the area as calculated from exterior
dimensions of all floors including balconies, mezzanines, basements, cellars and porches, and square foot
construction costs set forth in the Building Valuation Data "Type of Construction Factor" published by the
International Code Council, corresponding to the appropriate use group and type of construction and a fee
multiplier of 0.0080.
(e)
Alterations and Repairs on Existing Buildings—No Enlargement: The fee for repairs and alterations of any
building or structure shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees. Proof of the amount of contract may be required
prior to issuance of the Building Permit and kept as a permanent record of the permit. Cost estimates shall be
computed on the basis of standard construction estimating practices as reflected in the current Mean's
Construction Cost Data or equivalent authority.
(f)
Townhouses: Permit fees shall be based upon the area (as calculated from exterior dimensions) of all floors
including balconies, mezzanines, basements, cellars and porches, specialty items, and square foot construction
costs set forth in the Building Valuation Data "Type of Construction Factor" published by the International Code
Council, corresponding to the appropriate use group and type of construction and a fee multiplier of 0.0080.
(g)
Refunds: Except for stormwater management facilities, in any case where permits have been issued and no work
has begun thereunder, the person who has paid the fee for said permit may return said permit for cancellation,
and, upon the cancellation thereof, there shall be refunded to him the amount of said fees less the actual
expenses (not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the fee paid, but not less than the filing fee) incident to the
issuance of said permit as determined by the Building Official; provided that the application for such refund
shall be made within six (6) months after the issuance of said permit, after which time no refund may be made.
No filing fee of any kind shall be refunded.
(h)
Earnest Payment: Any earnest payment fees in excess of the total amount of the building permit fees shall be
refunded to the applicant at the time of building permit issuance. Fees collected for earnest payment pursuant to
Section 27-548.08 of the County Code shall be credited toward the total amount of building permit fees required
by Prince George's County Codes.
(i)
Miscellaneous Building Permit Fees: Beginning with the fiscal year 2009, and every fiscal year thereafter, the
Director or the Director's designee shall submit a schedule of miscellaneous permit fees to the County Council
for adoption by resolution. The schedule shall specify the amounts of the fees contained in this subsection (i) and
may contain other provisions concerning fee administration. The fee adjustments shall reflect, at a minimum, the
annual average increase in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers published by the United States
Department of Labor, for the fiscal year preceding the year for which the amount is being calculated. The permit
fees may be adjusted using a method established by the International Code Council's Building Safety Journal at
the time of the adjustment, provided that the adjustments meet the minimum requirement stated above. The fees
shall be rounded to the nearest Five Dollar increment.
(1)
Minimum Permit Fee.
(A)
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One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
(2)
Filing Fee.
(3)
Re-Inspection.
(A)
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
(4)
Inspection After Hours.
(5)
Permit Revision/Modification.
(6)
Use and Occupancy.
(A)
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
(C)
Investigation for Partial Occupancy.
(7)
Plans Revision.
(A)
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
469/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(8)
Finishing Basement (One- and Two-Family Dwellings).
(9)
Renewing a Permit.
(A)
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
(10)
Private In-Ground Pool.
(11)
Private Above-Ground Pool.
(12)
Commercial Swimming Pools.
(13)
Raze Permits.
(A)
One- and Two-Family Dwellings.
(B)
Commercial Buildings.
(14)
Moving a Building.
(15)
Revising Permit Applications.
(16)
Elevators.
(17)
Chair Lift.
(18)
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Fence Permit.
(19)
Decks.
(20)
Gazebos.
(21)
Change of Ownership.
(22)
Temporary Use and Occupancy.
(23)
Partial Use and Occupancy.
(24)
Special Investigation.
(25)
Accessory Buildings such as Sheds, 150 Square Feet and Larger.
(26)
Accessory Buildings such as Sheds, Smaller than 150 Square Feet.
(27)
Sunrooms, Porches and Garages (attached or detached).
(28)
Carports.
(29)
Fire Damage.
(30)
Driveways.
(31)
Mobile/Replacement Homes.
(32)
Fireplaces (One- and Two-Family Dwellings).
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(33)
Retaining Walls, Two Feet and Taller.
(34)
Patios, Five Hundred Square Feet and Larger.
(35)
Patios, under Five Hundred Square Feet.
(36)
Pole Bases.
(37)
Awnings.
(38)
Open Pit.
(39)
Waterproofing.
(40)
Wheelchair Ramps.
(41)
Roofing.
(42)
Satellite Dishes, Two Feet in Diameter and Larger.
(43)
Observation Stands.
(44)
Solar Panels.
(45)
Freestanding Signs.
(46)
Wall Mounted Signs.
(47)
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Tanks, Above or Under Ground.
(48)
Telecommunications Antennas.
(49)
Telecommunications Towers.
(50)
Electrical.
(51)
Mechanical.
(52)
Fire Protection.
(A)
Sprinkler Heads.
(i)
Residential Buildings (One- and Two-Family Dwellings).
(ii)
Commercial Buildings.
(B)
Fire Alarms.
(53)
Post Construction Permit Fee (These fees are in addition to the standard permit fee schedule.)
(A)
Residential One- and Two-Family Dwellings unpermitted construction
(i)
Building - $250.00
(ii)
Electrical - $250.00
(ii)
Mechanical - $250.00
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(iv)
Fire Protection - $250.00
(vi)
Geotechnical - $250.00
(vii)
Civil - $250.00
(B)
Commercial unpermitted construction
(i)
Building - $1000.00
(ii)
Electrical - $1000.00
(ii)
Mechanical - $1000.00
(iv)
Fire Protection - $1000.00
(vi)
Geotechnical - $1000.00
(vii)
Civil - $1000.00
(C)
Second Offense Post Construction Fees. Additional permit fees for a second or subsequent offense within
twenty-four (24) months will be based assessed. The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement
will base the increased Post Construction Permit Fee on the following: applicant's name, property owner, and/or
company affiliated with the unpermitted construction.
(i)
Residential One- and Two-Family Dwellings unpermitted construction
(a)
Building - $500.00
(b)
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Electrical - $500.00
(c)
Mechanical - $500.00
(d)
Fire Protection - $500.00
(e)
Geotechnical - $500.00
(f)
Civil - $500.00
(ii)
Commercial Unpermitted construction
(a)
Building - $1000.00
(b)
Electrical - $1000.00
(c)
Mechanical - $1000.00
(d)
Fire Protection - $1000.00
(e)
Geotechnical - $1000.00
(f)
Civil - $1000.00
(54)
Preliminary Design Meeting — The Building Plan Review Division Engineers meeting with Developers,
Owners, Architects and Professional Engineers to discuss the proposed new construction and or alteration/repair
to an existing building and to aid, recommendation and guidelines to comply with County Construction Codes.
The cost of the Preliminary Design Meeting is $750.00 plus the technology fee.
(55)
Variance Review - $175.00 per application
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(56)
Review and Inspection of Swimming Pools & Spas - $750.00 per application, plus the technology fee.
(57)
Raze Inspections - Commercial - $500.00 per application
(58)
Raze Inspections - Residential - $300.00 per application
(j)
Reserved.
(k)
Reserved.
(l)
Reserved.
(m)
Reserved.
(n)
School Facilities Surcharges:
(1)
Upon the issuance of a building permit for new residential construction for which a building permit application
has been made on or after July 1, 1996, the applicant shall pay a school facilities surcharge, with the exception
of a permit for the construction of:
(A)
Dwellings for the elderly which are operated in accordance with State and Federal fair housing laws within an
apartment house for the elderly, an assisted living facility, a congregate living facility, a mixed residential
development, or planned retirement community;
(B)
A single-family detached dwelling to be built or subcontracted by an individual owner in a minor subdivision
and intended as the owner's personal residence;
(C)
Improvements on property in an infrastructure finance district approved before January 1, 2000;
(D)
Multifamily housing designated as student housing within one and one-half (1 1/2) miles of the University of
Maryland, College Park Campus, under the following conditions:
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(i)
A multifamily project that includes the following features:
(aa)
A minimum of one (1) bathroom per two (2) beds;
(bb)
Appropriate locks will be provided on every bedroom door as permitted by the Life Safety Code;
(cc)
At least seventy percent (70%) of bedrooms shall not exceed one hundred and forty-five (145) square feet or be
smaller than standard market units (exclusive of the closet and bathroom);
(dd)
Balconies shall not be permitted, but enclosed decks and patios shall be permitted on the ground floor;
(ee)
At least ninety percent (90%) of dwelling units shall be furnished with a single or full bed and desk in each
bedroom and appropriate seating for each resident in the living and dining areas;
(ff)
Design of amenities shall be geared toward college students such as study rooms, computer rooms, club rooms
and game rooms; and
(gg)
Written evidence of a relationship with an institution of higher education in terms of one or more of the
following: resident life services, shuttle bus services, coordinated permit parking policies and
telecommunications wiring.
(ii)
A multifamily project that is exempt pursuant to subsection (D)(1) shall be assessed a school facilities surcharge
at the time a building permit is issued for the conversion of a multifamily dwelling to standard market units;
(E)
Multifamily housing dwelling units, or multifamily dwelling units created through the conversion of an office
building, provided that the multifamily uses are located on property within a Regional Transit District or Local
Center within an applicable General Plan, as designated by Resolution of the County Council.
(2)
The amount of the school facilities surcharge for a building permit issued on or after July 1, 2003 shall be:
(A)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia;
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(B)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts
an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority; or
(C)
Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000) for all other buildings.
(3)
School Facility Surcharge in Municipal Corporations: Prior to the issuance of a building permit for new
residential construction in a municipality with zoning authority and the authority to issue building permits, the
applicant shall pay to the County a school facilities surcharge in the amount of:
(A)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia;
(B)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts
an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority; or
(C)
Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000) for all other buildings.
Editor's note— CR-45-2005 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2006, effective July 1,
2005.
CR-53-2006 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2007, effective July 1, 2006.
CR-50-2007 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2008, effective July 1, 2007, as follows:

Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$7,870

All other buildings

$13,493

CR-48-2008 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2009, effective July 1, 2008, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan

$8,177
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that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
All other buildings

$14,019

CR-63-2009 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2010, effective July 1, 2009, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,120

All other buildings

$13,921

CR-56-2010 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2011, effective July 1, 2010, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,299

All other buildings

$14,227

CR-51-2011 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2012, effective July 1, 2011, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,565

All other buildings

$14,682

CR-46-2012 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2013, effective July 1, 2012, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,762

All other buildings

$15,020
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CR-66-2013 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2014, effective July 1, 2013, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,858

All other buildings

$15,185

CR-55-2014 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2015, effective July 1, 2014 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,035

All other buildings

$15,489

CR-35-2015 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2016, effective July 1, 2015 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,017

All other buildings

$15,458

CR-50-2016 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2017, effective July 1, 2016 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,116

All other buildings

$15,628

CR-57-2017 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2018, effective July 1, 2017 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan

$9,317
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that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
All other buildings

$15,972

CR-38-2018 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2019, effective July 1, 2018 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,550

All other buildings

$16,371

CR-55-2019 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2020, effective July 1, 2019 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,741

All other buildings

$16,698

CR-44-2020 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2021, effective July 1, 2020 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,770

All other buildings

$16,748

CR-65-2021 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2022, effective July 1, 2021, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan
that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$10,180

All other buildings

$17,451

481/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Editor's note— Pursuant to SECTION 3, of Council Bill 7-2016, after September 30, 2018, the following
language in Sec. 4-352(n)(2) and (3) shall be abrogated and shall be of no further force and effect:
[(2) The school facilities surcharge assessed pursuant to this Section shall be reduced by fifty percent (50%) for
Multifamily Housing constructed on property located:
(A) within a Transit District Overlay Zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018; or
(B) for property outside of a Transit District Overlay Zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018, approved
development on property that is at least 50% within one-quarter (1/4) mile of an entrance to a Metro Station; or
(C) within the Bowie State MARC Local Center designated boundary.
(3) The school facilities surcharge required pursuant to the prescriptions of this Code shall not apply to a
studio or efficiency apartment residential dwelling unit constructed on property located:
(A) within a designated Regional Transit District or Local Center set forth in the 2014 General Plan approved
for the County, Plan Prince George's 2035, as may be amended from time to time;
(B) within a Transit District Overlay Zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018; or
(C) for projects outside a Transit District Overlay Zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018, approved
development on property that is at least 50% within one-quarter (1/4) mile of an entrance to a Metro Station.]
(o)
Public Safety Surcharge:
(1)
Upon the issuance of a building permit for new residential construction for which a building permit application
has been made on or after July 1, 2005, the applicant shall pay a public safety surcharge, with the exception of a
permit for the construction of:
(A)
New residential construction for which a preliminary plan has been approved prior to July 1, 2005; or
(B)
A single-family detached dwelling to be built or subcontracted by an individual owner in a minor subdivision
and that is intended to be used as the owner's personal residence.
(2)
The amount of the public safety surcharge for a building permit issued on or after July 1, 2005 shall be:
(A)
Two thousand dollars ($2,000) if the building is located in Transportation Service Area 1 as defined in the Prince
George's County Approved General Plan;
(B)
Six thousand dollars ($6,000) for all other buildings.
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Editor's note— CR-20-2006 partially waived the public safety surcharge for property included in the EYA
Hyattsville Redevelopment Project and directed that the funds from the partially waived public safety surcharge
will be used for a joint project between the County and the City of Hyattsville.
CR-54-2006 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2007, effective July 1, 2006.
CR-22-2007 provides a waiver of the public safety facilities surcharge for the property included in the Newton
Green Senior Housing Project in Bladensburg.
CR-51-2007 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2008, effective July 1, 2007, as follows:

Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,124

All other buildings

$6,371

CR-49-2008 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2009, effective July 1, 2008, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,207

All other buildings

$6,619

CR-64-2009 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2010, effective July 1, 2009, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,192

All other buildings

$6,573

CR-55-2010 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2011, effective July 1, 2010, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,240

All other buildings

$6,718

CR-50-2011 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2012, effective July 1, 2011, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,312

All other buildings

$6,933
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CR-45-2012 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2012, effective July 1, 2012, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,365

All other buildings

$7,092

CR-65-2013 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2014, effective July 1, 2013, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,391

All other buildings

$7,170

CR-130-2013 approves a partial waiver of the adequate public facilities surcharge for all residential units within
the Patriots Landing Redevelopment Project.
CR-56-2014 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2015, effective July 1, 2014, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,439

All other buildings

$7,314

CR-34-2015 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2016, effective July 1, 2015, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,434

All other buildings

$7,299

CR-49-2016 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2017, effective July 1, 2016, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,461

All other buildings

$7,379

CR-56-2017 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2018, effective July 1, 2017, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,515

All other buildings

$7,541
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CR-37-2018 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2019, effective July 1, 2018, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,578

All other buildings

$7,730

CR-54-2019 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2020, effective July 1, 2019, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,630

All other buildings

$7,885

CR-43-2020 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2021, effective July 1, 2020, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,638

All other buildings

$7,909

CR-66-2021 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2022, effective July 1, 2021, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction

$2,749

All other buildings

$8,241

(CB-48-1983; CB-51-1983; CB-114-1983; CB-40-1984; CB-49-1984; CB-58-1984; CB-45-1985; CB-1201985; CB-64-1987; CB-95-1989; CB-106-1992; CB-30-1993; CB-77-1994; CB-83-1995; CB-49-1997; CB-501998; CB-82-1998; CB-48-2000; CB-67-2001: CB-31-2003; CB-62-2003; CB-55-2005; CB-73-2005; CB-132009; CB-32-2010; CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-41-2015; CB-90-2015; CB-7-2016; CB-6-2018; CB-562020; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— Chapter 431, Laws of Maryland 2003 provides that the school facility surcharge shall be
adjusted each year, beginning in Fiscal Year 2005, by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers published by the United States Department of Labor from the previous year. Section 2 of CB31-2003 provides that the County Council shall adjust the school facility surcharge by resolution.
Editor's note— Chapter 594, Laws of Maryland 2005 provides that the public safety surcharge shall be adjusted
each year, beginning in Fiscal Year 2007, by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers published by the United States Department of Labor from the previous year. Section 2 of CB-552005 provides that the County Council shall adjust the public safety surcharge by resolution.

485/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Editor's note— CB-7-2016 amends Section 4-352 of the County Code to clarify that the terms enacted by the
Maryland General Assembly within Ch. 685, 2013, Laws of Maryland, a public local law in effect until October
1, 2018, notwithstanding certain terminology changes approved by the Council by way of CR-26-2014 for the
2014 General Plan, Plan Prince George's 2035. In order to conserve and promote economic development through
multifamily projects that further the County's core development policies, the Council adopted CR-23-2016 on
April 5, 2016, as a temporary measure in accordance with the County Charter until CB-7-2016 becomes
effective.
Sec. 4-353. through Sec. 4-355. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - RESERVED.
Sec. 4-356. through Sec. 4-379. - Reserved.
SUBTITLE 5. - BUSINESSES AND LICENSES.
DIVISION 1. - AFTER-HOURS CLUBS.
Sec. 5-101. through Sec. 5-104. - Reserved.
Sec. 5-105. - Hours of operation.
No club licensed under the provisions of this Division shall operate or remain open or permit any member or any
other person to remain on the premises for the purpose of consuming alcoholic beverages between the hours of
2:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M. on every day except Sunday, and between the hours of 12:00 Midnight Saturday until
8:00 A.M. Sunday. Such clubs shall be required to close from 2:00 A.M. to 6:00 A.M. on all days to permit
airing and cleaning.
(Ord. and Res. 1967, Section 12-1)
DIVISION 2. - BENEFIT PERFORMANCES.
Sec. 5-106. - Persons eligible for permit.
(a)
Any group of citizens of this County, or any company, association, or body corporate, or bona fide organization
within the County for the promotion of the purposes of a volunteer fire department, or of any charitable,
benevolent, patriotic, fraternal, educational, religious or civic object, and not organized for the private profit or
gain of any member of such group or organization shall be eligible for permits required under this Division.
(b)
In addition to the criteria set forth in Section 5-106(a), above, to be eligible for a charitable gaming event permit,
an applicant must be a group or organization that has been located in Prince George's County for at least two (2)
years and has been active for at least two (2) years in the County.
(Laws 1939, ch. 644; 1943 Code, Section 949; 1953 Code, Section 1068; Laws 1966, ch. 457, Section 1; CB-601972; CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-107. - Permitted activities.
(a)
The eligible group or organization, as described in Section 5-106, may conduct and operate any benefit
performance, such as an outdoor or indoor carnival, raffle, or any other activity to which the public is invited or
admitted, with or without charge for such admission, the intent of which is to raise proceeds for the purpose set
forth in Section 5-108.
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(b)
The eligible group or organization, as described in Section 5-106, may conduct and operate a charitable gaming
event pursuant to the criteria set forth in this Division.
(c)
Any eligible group or organization may conduct or hold a carnival, bazaar, or raffle for its exclusive benefit if no
individual or group of individuals benefit financially from the holding of any bazaar, carnival, or raffle for
personal use or benefit. The eligible group or organization may award prizes in cash, or in merchandise by such
devices as are commonly designated as paddle wheels, wheels of fortune, chance books, bingo, or any other
gaming device. However, carnivals, bazaars, or raffles shall be managed by the members of the eligible group or
organization. When holding raffles, it shall be lawful to award prizes in cash totaling up to $5,000.00 and in
merchandise in any amount or the merchandise cash equivalent.
(d)
Any eligible group or organization may conduct and operate any benefit performance, such as an outdoor or
indoor carnival, fair, picnic, dance, card party, bingo party, bazaar, concert, contest, exhibition, lecture, barbecue,
or dinner, to which the public is invited or admitted, with or without charge, if the net proceeds of the benefit
performance inure to the eligible group or organization for the promotion of, and to be used for, one or more of
the objects set forth in Section 5-106 and not for the private gain of any member of the group or organization. At
a benefit performance, conducted under the conditions herein prescribed, it shall be lawful to award prizes in
merchandise, conduct games of skill, to dispose of merchandise and other things of value by auction or voting or
by such mechanical devices as are commonly designated as paddle wheels, wheels of fortune, bingo, or other
similar methods, and with or without an entrance or participation charge or fee. It shall also be lawful to award
cash prizes of not more than $1,000.00 per prize. The benefit performance may be managed and operated only
by members of the eligible group or organization.
(CB-60-1972; CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-107.01. - Prohibited activities.
(a)
Casino nights are prohibited.
(b)
No individual or group of individuals shall benefit financially from the holding of any benefit performance or
charitable gaming event to which the public is invited or admitted with or without charge, or be paid any of the
proceeds from any benefit performance or charitable gaming event, for personal use or benefit. The net proceeds
of the benefit performance or charitable gaming event shall inure to the exclusive benefit of an eligible group or
organization for the promotion of and to be used for one or more of the objects set forth in Section 5-106 of this
Division, and not for the private gain of any individual or group of individuals or member of the group or
organization.
(c)
The proceeds from a raffle conducted pursuant to Section 5-107 of this Division must inure to the company,
association, body corporate, or group for the promotion of, and to be used for, one or more of the purposes set
forth in Section 5-108 of this Division, and no individual or group of individuals shall benefit financially from
the holding of any such raffle or shall receive or be paid any of the proceeds from such raffle for personal use or
benefit except as a bona fide raffle winner.
(CB-92-1997)
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Sec. 5-108. - Benefit proceeds.
The proceeds of the benefit performance shall inure to such group or organization for the promotion of and to be
used for any charitable, benevolent, patriotic, educational, religious, or civic object and not for the private gain
of any member of such group or organization.
(CB-60-1972)
Sec. 5-109. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Carnival shall mean any amusement enterprise which includes sideshows or games of chance and one or more
rides;
(2)
Casino night shall mean a benefit performance at which card games, wheels of chance, or roulette are played and
money winnings or tokens redeemable in money are awarded as prizes. Casino night does not include a benefit
performance such as a carnival, fair, or bazaar at which the only form of gaming is a wheel of fortune, big wheel,
or other wheel of chance.
(3)
Charitable gaming event shall mean a benefit performance conducted by an eligible organization at which any
gaming authorized by Section 5-107 may occur.
(4)
Department shall mean the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(5)
Director shall mean the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(6)
Eligible group or organization shall mean a group or organization that has obtained and possesses a valid
charitable gaming event permit.
(7)
Gaming Permit Review Board shall mean the Board established pursuant to Section 5-109.01 of this Division.
(8)
Raffle shall mean one (1) or more drawings from a single series of chances sold by means of chance books;
(9)
Ride shall mean any mechanical device or any structure open to the public by which persons are conveyed or
propelled in an unusual manner for diversion; and
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(10)
Slot Machine shall mean any machine, apparatus, or device if it is one that is adapted for use in such a way that,
as a result of the insertion or deposit therein, or placing with another person of any piece of money, coin, token,
or other object, such machine, apparatus, or device is caused to operate or may be operated, and by reason of any
element of chance or of other outcome of such operation unpredictable by him, the user may receive or become
entitled to receive any piece of money, coin, token, or other object representative of, and convertible into,
money, irrespective of whether the said machine, apparatus, or device may, apart from any element of chance or
unpredictable outcome of such operation, also sell, deliver, or present some merchandise or money or other
tangible thing of value.
(CB-60-1972; CB-50-1978; CB-92-1997; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-109.01. - Gaming Permit Review Board.
(a)
There shall be a Gaming Permit Review Board, which shall consist of three (3) members, each of whom shall be
appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. The County Executive shall designate
one member to serve as chairman and one member to serve as vice-chairman. The members shall serve without
compensation for terms of four (4) years. The County Executive shall designate the agency responsible for
providing staff assistance to the Gaming Permit Review Board.
(b)
The Gaming Permit Review Board shall be responsible for approving any application for a new charitable
gaming event permit.
(CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-110. - Permit required; application; contract.
(a)
Except as provided in Section 5-110(c), before operating a benefit performance, any eligible group or
organization shall first obtain a written permit from the Department.
(b)
Application shall be made on forms to be provided by the Department at least thirty (30) days prior to the
performance. The application shall be accompanied by any contract with a professional carnival operator or
promoter. The contract shall not contain any covenant providing for payment contingent upon the receipt or
intake of any permitted game of skill, mechanical device, or bingo.
(c)
Before operating a charitable gaming event, a group or organization shall first obtain a written permit from the
Gaming Permit Review Board. Application shall be made on forms provided by the Department and submitted
to the Gaming Permit Review Board at least thirty (30) days prior to the first event.
(d)
Before a group or an organization may obtain a permit to conduct a charitable gaming event, an officer of the
group or organization shall certify that the group or organization has been located in Prince George's County for
at least two (2) years and has been active for at least two (2) years in the County.
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(e)
Charitable gaming event permits may be issued on a semiannual basis.
(f)
The number of permits issued for the operation of charitable gaming events shall be set by the Gaming Permit
Review Board.
(g)
Applications for charitable gaming event permits shall be submitted to the Gaming Permit Review Board,
together with the Director's recommendation, if any. The Gaming Permit Review Board shall make the final
decision within forty-five (45) days of the date the application is filed.
(h)
A permit is not required to hold a raffle when the total cash value of the prize does not exceed Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00).
(i)
The Gaming Permit Review Board may issue joint permits between an eligible organization and an applicant
which meets the provisions of Section 5-106. Such a joint permit shall constitute an amendment of the existing
permit and shall not be an award of a new permit. Applicants for a joint permit shall make application for joint
permit days. A joint permit event may not be held more than once weekly.
(1)
Both eligible organizations shall be responsible for meeting all reporting, permit, and tax requirements of this
Division.
(2)
Applicants for a joint permit shall enter into a written agreement concerning joint operating responsibility and
division of revenue. No less than fifty percent (50%) of the revenues net of expenses shall be enured to the
benefit of the subordinate joint permit holder. All agreements must be in writing and signed by the chief
executive officer of each eligible organization. All such agreements and any amendments thereto shall be filed
with the Director.
(CB-60-1972; CB-50-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-34-1988; CB-29-1995; CB-92-1997)
Editor's note— As to exemption granted charitable organizations from taxation by County on the gross receipts
from services, admissions, and sales of refreshments and merchandise, see Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957,
Tax-General Article, Sections 4-103 and 4-104.
As to State law governing the information to be filed with the State by charitable organizations, see Annotated
Code of Maryland, 1957, Art. 41, Sections 3-201, et seq.
Sec. 5-111. - Permit application; contents; financial disclosure.
(a)
The permit application shall set forth the following with respect to the group or organization:
(1)
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The name of the group or organization and a full list of the names and addresses of its officers and directors and,
in addition, for charitable gaming events, those who will control the proceeds and have authority to disburse
funds derived from charitable gaming events;
(2)
A full and complete statement of the purposes and objects of the group or organization and the purposes for
which the proceeds from such operation will be used;
(3)
A statement under affidavit by the president and treasurer of the group or organization, or by its chief executive
and fiscal officers, that no agreement, written or oral, exists for the division of any portion of the proceeds from
any games permitted by Section 5-116 of such benefit performance with any other person, group, partnership,
association, or corporation;
(4)
A statement under affidavit that no person, group, partnership, association, organization, or corporation other
than the applicant group or organization or bona fide member thereof will receive any portion of the proceeds of
such benefit performance other than in furtherance of the purposes of such group or organization, except that
previously agreed to amounts necessary to pay for benefit performance operating costs may be taken from
proceeds;
(5)
For charitable gaming event permits, each initial application and each first application in succeeding calendar
years shall require the submission of the following documents:
(A)
A copy of the applicant's most recent IRS Form 990 and State Form COF-85, or any other substitute document
deemed necessary by the Director, along with an affidavit, made under penalty of perjury, by two (2) officers of
the organization that the copies are accurate;
(B)
An affidavit that transmits and attests to the validity of a copy of the organization's bylaws and charter and the
tax identification number;
(C)
For corporate sponsors, a current certificate of good standing from the State of Maryland; and
(D)
A list of all persons who worked at charitable gaming events during the previous licensing period.
(6)
Any other information the Department or, for charitable gaming event permits, any other information that the
Gaming Permit Review Board may require with respect to length of operation, number and kind of facilities, and
number and kind of games.
(CB-60-1972; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-92-1997)
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Sec. 5-112. - Refusal of permits; generally.
(a)
Except as provided in Section 5-112.01 for charitable gaming events, the Department may refuse to grant the
permit if it finds that:
(1)
The proposed benefit performance will cause a traffic problem detrimental to the use of the general public;
(2)
The noise created by the benefit performance will be an unreasonable invasion on the adjoining property
owners; or,
(3)
For other reason that might jeopardize the health, safety, or welfare of the area or the County.
(CB-60-1972; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-112.01. - Charitable gaming events; refusal, suspension, revocation, or reinstatement of permit.
(a)
The Gaming Permit Review Board shall review an application for a charitable gaming event permit within 30
days after receiving it. The Gaming Permit Review Board shall approve or disapprove, in writing, the
application within ten (10) days after the completion of the review and promptly notify the applicant of the
action taken.
(b)
The Gaming Permit Review Board shall reject an application for a charitable gaming event permit if:
(1)
A determination is made that any information in the application is false or misleading; or
(2)
The operation of a charitable gaming event is not necessary for the accommodation of the general public or
would disturb the peace, create a nuisance, or be detrimental to the morals, health, or welfare of the community.
(c)
The Gaming Permit Review Board may suspend or revoke a charitable gaming event permit for a period not to
exceed three (3) years if it finds that:
(1)
A charitable gaming event either has caused, or will cause, traffic or parking problems detrimental to the welfare
of the general public;
(2)
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Noise generated by the charitable gaming event is, or will result in, an unreasonable intrusion upon the rights of
adjoining property owners;
(3)
The charitable gaming event will jeopardize the health, safety, or welfare of residents or workers within the area
or the County; or
(4)
Violations of any provisions of this Division exist.
(d)
An organization may submit a request in writing to the Gaming Permit Review Board for reinstatement of a
permit which has been suspended or revoked.
(1)
After revocation, an organization may at any time apply to the Gaming Permit Review Board for reinstatement
of a charitable gaming event permit. The petitioner shall present evidence that the petitioner has cured or
corrected any violation or other cause which gave rise to the prior revocation. Within ten calendar days of
receiving the request for reinstatement, the Gaming Permit Review Board shall issue a decision in writing and
state in detail all reasons for granting or denying a request.
(2)
The Gaming Permit Review Board's decision may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to, and in
accordance with, Section 2-117 of the Code.
(CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-112.02. - Charitable gaming events; appeals to the Board of Appeals.
(a)
Within ten (10) calendar days of any final decision of the Director or the Gaming Permit Review Board, made
pursuant to this Division, any aggrieved person may appeal the decision to the Board of Appeals. The appeal
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board of Appeals, shall be in writing, and shall state in detail all reasons that
support the appeal.
(b)
The Board of Appeals will hold a hearing, if requested, and shall issue a decision in writing within sixty (60)
days after the close of the record of the hearing. In cases where no hearing is requested, the Board shall issue a
decision within sixty (60) days of its receipt of the appeal. The Board of Appeals may also issue a stay of the
Gaming Permit Review Board's decision pending the decision of the Board of Appeals.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Appeals may appeal such decision to the Circuit Court for
Prince George's County, Maryland, pursuant to the rules governing appeals from administrative agencies. This
appeal shall be on the record.
(CB-92-1997)
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Sec. 5-113. - Permit conditions and regulations.
(a)
The permit shall be conditioned upon compliance with the following:
(1)
All health, electrical, zoning, fire, and building laws and regulations;
(2)
Except for charitable gaming events, operation shall be limited to between the hours of 12:00 Noon and 11:00
P.M. on Sunday through Thursday, and between the hours of 12:00 Noon and 12:00 Midnight on Friday and
Saturday, except as follows:
(A)
Where the event takes place on land leased from a public agency upon which a privately owned building or
facility is operated for a recreational purpose on a commercial basis, the hours of operation may be extended on
Sunday through Thursday until 12:00 Midnight and until 1:00 A.M. the following day for events held on Friday
and Saturday provided there are no occupied residences within 1,000 feet of the nearest ride, show, or game of
the event.
(B)
Where the event, including all associated activities under the permit, is held within a wholly enclosed building,
the hours of operation may be extended on Friday and Saturday to 2:00 A.M. the following day.
(3)
All charitable gaming event permits are subject to the following conditions:
(A)
Not more than three (3) charitable gaming events shall be conducted in any one (1) week by any one
organization;
(B)
The hours of operation are limited as follows:
(i)
2:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. on Sunday;
(ii)
12 Noon to 11:00 P.M. on Monday through Thursday;
(iii)
12 Noon Friday to 2:00 A.M. Saturday; and
(iv)
12 Noon Saturday to 2:00 A.M. Sunday;
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(C)
Charitable gaming events may only be held at any premises owned or leased exclusively by an organization
which is eligible for a permit under Section 5-106, and no charitable gaming location may operate more than
five days per week.
(D)
The manager or chief supervisor of all charitable gaming events shall be a bona fide member of the group or
organization for a minimum of three (3) years or a resident of Prince George's County, Maryland;
(E)
Dealers, workers, or supervisors shall not play as patrons at events they work; and
(F)
Only betting tokens or tickets that have been paid for by a patron with cash shall be used in the conduct of
charitable gaming events.
(4)
The following activities are prohibited at charitable gaming events:
(A)
Games involving dice;
(B)
The use of credit cards;
(C)
The use of checks and drafts for gaming;
(D)
The cashing of checks and drafts by persons working at a charitable gaming event; and
(E)
The serving of complimentary alcoholic beverages.
(5)
No person under 21 years old may be a patron or accompany any patron at a charitable gaming event.
(6)
The use of checks and drafts for gaming and the cashing of checks and drafts by persons working at a charitable
gaming event are prohibited.
(7)
The benefit performance shall be managed and operated only by members of such group or organization
personally, except that employees of any professional carnival operation may operate all rides and technical,
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mechanical, and electrical equipment and may operate special equipment, such as popcorn, coffee, and candy
machines.
(8)
No person, association, corporation, or any other entity, other than a governmental agency or other organization
as defined by Section 5-106, shall lease, rent, or receive any remuneration for any structure or premises to be
used for a bingo operation other than the premises described in Section 5-113(a)(2). This paragraph shall not
apply to a carnival.
(9)
No bingo games may be operated more than three (3) days a week at any one facility or location, except for
games operated as part of any one carnival or County fair which games may be operated for up to a total of
seventeen (17) days in any one year.
(CB-60-1972; CB-53-1980; CB-62-1984; CB-1-1985; CB-92-1997; CB-69-2008)
Sec. 5-113.01. - Charitable gaming events; volunteer members; affidavit required; worker license requirements.
(a)
Any member who works at a charitable gaming event shall submit an affidavit, under the penalty of perjury,
stating that the member is a volunteer, not working at the charitable gaming event for any salary, compensation,
or gratuities from the organization or private gain from the proceeds. The affidavits shall be filed with an
organization's quarterly reports, as required by Section 5-113.03.
(b)
Each person who works at a charitable gaming event shall be required to obtain a license annually from the
Department by submitting an application supplied by the Director.
(c)
As provided by State law, the Director shall conduct such background investigations of volunteers as necessary
to insure that anyone with a past illegal gambling conviction (including probation before judgment or a plea of
nolo contendere), other criminal background, or conviction for any crime involving financial misrepresentations
is not allowed to work at charitable gaming event operations in the County. All individuals who assist in
conducting charitable gaming events shall be fingerprinted and shall submit an affidavit under the penalty of
perjury stating that the individual has never been found guilty of a gambling conviction (including probation
before judgment or a plea of nolo contendere), other criminal background, or conviction for any crime involving
financial misrepresentation. No license shall be issued to a person under 18 years old.
(d)
The Director may suspend or revoke a charitable gaming event worker's license for a period not to exceed three
(3) years if it finds that the licensee will jeopardize the health, safety, or welfare of residents or workers within
the area or the County; or that the licensee has violated any provisions of this Division.
(e)
A charitable gaming event worker may submit a request in writing to the Director for reinstatement of a license
which has been suspended or revoked.
(1)
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After revocation, a worker may at any time apply to the Director for reinstatement of a charitable gaming event
license. The petitioner shall present evidence that the petitioner has cured or corrected any violation or other
cause which gave rise to the prior revocation. Within ten calendar days of receiving the request for
reinstatement, the Director shall issue a decision in writing and state in detail all reasons for granting or denying
a request.
(2)
The Director's decision may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to, and in accordance with, Section 2117 of the Code.
(f)
The charitable gaming event worker license shall be valid for one year.
(g)
The charitable gaming event worker license fee for supervisors, dealers and games operators, and other workers
shall be as established by resolution of the County Council.
(h)
Replacement badges for charitable gaming event worker licensees may be issued after a replacement fee is paid.
The amount of the fee shall be as established by resolution of the County Council.
(i)
The charitable gaming event worker license fees may be paid by the eligible group or organization.
(CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-113.02. - Charitable gaming events; gratuities; prohibited.
(a)
An organization may not pay an individual who assists in conducting a charitable gaming event a salary,
gratuity, or compensation of any kind for assisting in conducting the charitable gaming event.
(b)
No individual or group of individuals shall benefit financially from the holding of a charitable gaming event to
which the public is invited or admitted, with or without charge, or be paid any of the proceeds from any
charitable gaming event for personal use or benefit. The net proceeds of a charitable gaming event shall inure to
the exclusive benefit of an eligible group or organization for the promotion of, and to be used for, one or more of
the objects set forth in Section 5-106 of this Division and not for the private gain of any individual or group of
individuals or member of the group or organization.
(CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-113.03. - Charitable gaming events; organizational reporting.
(a)
Each eligible group or organization conducting a charitable gaming event more than one time per month shall
file a quarterly charitable gaming event report on a form supplied by the Department, within thirty (30) days
from the end of each quarter as established by the Director. The reports shall include the following information:
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(1)
The dates of each charitable gaming event held during the reporting period;
(2)
The gross and net income derived from each event;
(3)
An itemized list of expenses, including the names and addresses of each vendor and lessor, the necessity of each
expense, date of purchase or lease, and, if prepaid before the event(s), the source of the payment;
(4)
As of the date of filing, an itemized list of any gifts or donations made from the proceeds of the charitable
gaming event, including:
(A)
The name, address, and tax identification number of each person, group, or organization receiving such gifts or
donations; and
(B)
The dates and amounts of each gift or donation;
(5)
A statement of the organization's intent as to the disposition of any unexpended portion of net proceeds from
such events; and
(6)
A list of all persons who worked at charitable gaming events during the reporting period.
(b)
Each eligible group or organization shall file an annual report for the preceding calendar year, on a form
supplied by the Department, not later than April 15 of each year (beginning April 15, 1998). The report shall
contain a summary of the previous year's activities and a statement of how the organization's charitable gaming
event activities continually and substantially work towards the organization's stated goals and activities. The
group or organization shall also submit an unqualified audited financial statement concerning the operation of its
charitable gaming activities, prepared by an independent certified public accountant and a copy of its most
recent IRS 990 and State Form COF-85, or any other substitute documents deemed necessary by the Director on
the same day as the organization's Federal Tax Returns are due.
(CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-113.04. - Charitable gaming events; false, fictitious, or fraudulent representations.
A person may not knowingly make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent representation in a charitable gaming event
permit application, record, report, or as part of any other documentation required under this Division.
(CB-92-1997)
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Sec. 5-114. - Inspections required.
(a)
Except for charitable gaming events, the Department shall conduct an initial preoperating inspection as well as
periodic inspections to insure that the permit conditions are complied with.
(b)
For charitable gaming events, the Department shall conduct such periodic inspections as necessary to insure
compliance with the provisions of this Division.
(CB-60-1972; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-115. - Fees.
(a)
The fee for a benefit carnival permit shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(b)
No fees shall be required for any benefit performance, other than a carnival or raffle, that is to be a one (1) time
operation.
(c)
Any benefit performance, other than a carnival, charitable gaming event, or a raffle, that is to be operated
repeatedly shall pay the fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(d)
The fee for a benefit raffle permit shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(e)
The fee for a charitable gaming event permit, each charitable gaming event and each mechanical device that is
operated on the premises of a permittee shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(f)
A charitable gaming event permit enforcement fee shall be as established by resolution of the County Council.
(CB-60-1972; CB-50-1978; CB-92-1985; CB-92-1997; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 5-116. - Permitted games; exceptions.
(a)
Permitted games shall be limited to gaming events authorized pursuant to Section 5-107 of this Division, bingo,
and raffles.
(b)
Games involving dice and slot machines shall not be permitted.
(CB-60-1972; CB-34-1988; CB-92-1997)
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Sec. 5-117. - Limitation on prizes.
(a)
Prizes shall be limited as follows:
(1)
Any benefit performance, other than a raffle, charitable gaming event, or bingo, may include the award of cash
prizes of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per prize or the award of merchandise.
(2)
Any raffle may include the award of cash prizes totaling up to Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and the award
of merchandise in any amount or the merchandise cash equivalent.
(3)
No bingo operation may include the award of cash prizes or merchandise in an amount or value greater than One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per prize and such prizes shall not exceed a total amount or value of Eight
Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) per day of operation.
(4)
Any charitable gaming event may include the award of cash prizes of not more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) per prize.
(5)
The limitation on prizes for each licensed or permitted activity shall be determined individually, regardless of the
number of activities which are operated at the same time or at the same location.
(CB-60-1972; CB-50-1978; CB-1-1985; CB-92-1997; CB-77-2003)
Sec. 5-118. - Penalty for violation.
(a)
Except as provided in Section 5-118(b) of this Division pertaining to charitable gaming events, any person,
group, or organization operating or attempting to operate any such benefit performance in violation hereof shall,
upon conviction of such violation, be subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
imprisonment in jail for a period of not more than one (1) year, or both such fine and imprisonment at the
discretion of the court.
(b)
In addition to any penalties imposed for violations of State law pertaining to charitable gaming events, any
person who violates any provision of this Division applicable to charitable gaming events is guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both.
(CB-60-1972; CB-50-1978; CB-92-1997)
Sec. 5-118.01. - Charitable gaming events; violations; fines.
(a)
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Any person who violates any provision of this Division pertaining to charitable gaming events shall be subject to
the issuance of a civil citation pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code, and shall pay
the County a civil monetary fine in an amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(1)
Each day the violation remains uncorrected is deemed a separate offense and is subject to an additional citation
and fine as prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
A group or organization that conducts a charitable gaming event in violation of the provisions of this Division is
subject to the following penalties:
(1)
For a first violation, a thirty-day suspension of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a charitable
gaming event and a Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) civil penalty;
(2)
For a second violation, a six (6) month suspension of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a charitable
gaming event and a maximum Three Thousand Dollar ($3,000.00) civil penalty; and
(3)
For a third violation, revocation of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a charitable gaming event and
a Ten Thousand Dollar ($10,000.00) civil penalty.
(CB-92-1997)
Editor's note— Division 2A, titled "Casino Nights" and consisting of Sections 5-118.01 through 5-118.14, was
repealed by CB-92-1997.
DIVISION 3. - CHILD CARE FACILITIES.
Sec. 5-119. - Definitions.
(a)
Approved means in satisfactory compliance with practice acceptable to the Health Officer, or other appropriate
authority designated by law to give approval in the matter in question in accordance with the provisions of this
Division or other applicable law or regulation.
(b)
Child Care Facility means a facility which is an agency or institution offering or supplying group day care to
seven (7) or more children who have not the same parentage, for a portion or all of a day and on a regular
schedule more than once a week. This shall include, but not be limited to, the following: group day care centers,
nursery schools, kindergartens, special schools for the care of the preschool age children and day care centers for
mentally retarded persons; except that programs for children under six years of age which are part of a bona fide
church operated day school ministry exempt under Education Article Section 2-206(e)(4) of the Annotated Code
of Maryland or kindergartens approved by the State Department of Education shall be exempt from the
requirements of this Division as to the application, issuance, maintenance, or revocation of a permit; however,
programs for children under six years of age which are part of a bona fide church operated day school ministry
or an approved kindergarten shall be subject to all other provisions of this Division and it shall be unlawful for
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any person responsible for the operation thereof to refuse or fail to comply after notice by the Health Officer and
a reasonable time for compliance has expired. "Child Care Facility" does not include family day care homes, as
defined in Title 5, Part V, Family Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, which are licensed by the Social
Services Administration of the State Department of Human Resources.
(c)
Facility means Child Care Facility.
(d)
Health Officer means the Prince George's Health Officer or his duly authorized representative.
(e)
Person means individual, firm, partnership, company, corporation, trustee, association, institution, cooperative
enterprise or any public or private entity.
(CB-177-1974; CB-70-1982; CB-80-1986)
Sec. 5-120. through Sec. 5-125. - Reserved.
Sec. 5-126. - Health requirements for employees and children.
(a)
Health Regulations Affecting Staff.
(1)
Preemployment Medical Examination. Each staff member shall have a preemployment medical examination
including a tuberculin skin test and, if positive or otherwise indicated, a chest x-ray, and furnish certification that
he is free of tuberculosis in a communicable stage. The report of the examination shall include the physician's
statement that the individual is physically able to perform the duties for which he is employed.
(2)
Tuberculosis Examination. Each adult in a facility who comes in contact with the children shall furnish
certification, annually, unless waived by the Secretary or designee, that he is free of tuberculosis in a
communicable stage. This certification shall be based on results of specific tests. The types of tests and the
intervals between these tests shall be prescribed by the local Health Officer and shall conform to standards of the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. The report on each examination shall be submitted promptly to the
local health officer and returned to the person in charge of the child care facility.
(3)
Health Information. Each staff member, volunteer, substitute, participating parent, and member of the household
who is in contact with the children enrolled in the facility shall, upon request, furnish such information, permit
such examination, or x-rays and submit such laboratory specimens as the Health Officer may require for purpose
of determining freedom from disease or condition hazardous to the children when the Health Officer has reason
to believe that a communicable disease exists.
(4)
Communicable Disease. Staff personnel with evidence of communicable disease in a communicable stage or
form shall not be permitted to work at the facility during the period of communicability.
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(5)
Hand washing. Staff members shall wash hands thoroughly with soap and running water after handling wet or
soiled diapers and clothing, after toileting children, after handling pets, and before handling food.
(6)
COVID-19 Vaccination. Staff members shall be fully vaccinated for the COVID-19 virus and shall provide proof
of such vaccination.
(b)
Immunizations. Immunizations required for all children prior to admission to a child care facility.
(1)
Before a child is admitted to a center, evidence shall be furnished of primary immunizations against diphtheria,
tetanus, pertussis, poliomyelitis, measles (rubeola), and German Measles (rubella), in a manner approved by the
Health Officer and any other immunizations deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene and in conformance with COMAR 10.06.04 Required Immunizations Prior to Entry Into a
Maryland School. The immunization will be in accordance with the current schedule of immunizations
recommended by the Maryland Steering Committee on Immunization Practices of the Medical and Chirurgical
Faculty of Maryland. Exception may be made for a child whose parent or guardian furnishes proof that his child
has had a minimum of one dose of DTP or Td (adult) tetanus, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, measles, and rubella
vaccine, and continues to furnish written evidence toward the completion of the primary immunization series
according to the current schedule of immunizations.
(2)
Medical Contraindications. Immunization requirements shall not apply to any child who presents a written
statement from a licensed physician or the Health Officer indicating that immunization against any or all of the
above mentioned diseases is considered medically contraindicated, detrimental to, or not in the best interest of
the child's health. The statement shall indicate whether the contraindication is permanent or temporary. If
temporary, the statement shall provide assurance that the child will receive the immunization(s) and furnish
evidence of their completion.
(3)
Religious Conflict. Any parent or guardian who presents a written statement of objection to immunizations upon
the grounds that they conflict with the tenets or practices of a recognized church or religious denomination of
which he is a member, shall not be required to present a physician's certificate of immunization. This exception
will not apply in case of an emergency or epidemic of disease which is declared by the Secretary of Health and
Mental Hygiene.
(4)
Vaccine Provision. If for any reason a parent or guardian is not able to obtain the service of a private physician,
he may take his child to the Health Department where such immunizations will be provided.
(CB-177-1974; CB-80-1986; CB-102-2021)
Sec. 5-127. through Sec. 5-129. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3A. - DAY CARE.
Sec. 5-130. - Definitions.
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(a)
Day Care Center for Adults means a place that is operated to provide, with or without charge, care for medically
handicapped adults and either: is designated for group day care for four (4) or more medically handicapped
adults; or is a family home that provides day care for two (2) or three (3) medically handicapped adults.
(b)
Day Care Center for the Elderly means a place that is operated to provide, with or without charge, care for
elderly individuals and either is: designated for group care for at least four (4) elderly individuals; or is a family
home that provides care for two (2) or three (3) elderly individuals.
(c)
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene means the Prince George's County Health Department.
(d)
Department of Social Services means the Prince George's County division of the Social Services Administration
within the State Department of Human Resources.
(e)
Elderly individual means an individual who: is 60 years old or older; lives alone or with a spouse, relative, or
friend; and needs temporary supervision and care during a part of a day.
(f)
Family Day Care Home means a residence other than the child's residence in which care is given to not more
than six (6) children in place of parental care for less than twenty-four (24) hours a day for pay.
(g)
Medically handicapped adult means an individual who: is sixteen (16) years old or older; lives alone or with a
spouse, relative, or friend; and has a disability that is:
(1)
A reasonably static physical impairment that prevents gainful employment or the accomplishment of the routine
of normal daily activities outside of an institutional or sheltered environment; or
(2)
A permanent or recurrent mental impairment that requires domiciliary or institutional care in a sheltered
environment.
(h)
Person means an individual, firm, partnership, company, corporation, trustee, association, institution,
cooperative enterprise, or any public or private entity.
(CB-150-1987)
Sec. 5-131. - Notification to landlords.
(a)
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Upon the filing of an application for registration of a Family Day Care Home with the Department of Social
Services, a person who is a lessee shall notify the owner of the premises of the application.
(b)
Upon the filing of an application for a license for a Day Care Center for Adults with the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene, a person who is a lessee shall notify the owner of the premises of the application.
(c)
Upon the filing of an application for a license for a Day Care Center for the Elderly with the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene, a person who is a lessee shall notify the owner of the premises of the application.
(CB-150-1987)
Sec. 5-132. - Penalty.
Failure to comply with the provisions of Section 5-131 is unlawful and subject to penalty stated in Section 1-123
of this Code.
(CB-150-1987)
Sec. 5-133. - COVID-19 Vaccination Requirement.
(a)
Staff members of the day care facility shall be fully vaccinated for the COVID-19 virus and shall provide proof
of such vaccination.
(CB-102-2021)
Sec. 5-134. through Sec. 5-153. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 5-154. - Subpoena Power.
(a)
In the administration and enforcement of Subtitles 4, 5, and 13, the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, has the power to issue subpoenas necessary to effectuate the duties
and responsibilities of permit issuance, inspections and enforcement.
(b)
Service of subpoena. Any such subpoena shall be served by:
(1)
certified mail, return receipt requested (with service by certified mail being complete upon delivery and proof
being shown by the green return receipt card); or
(2)
personal service of process by:
(A)
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a competent private person, 18 years of age or older, who is not a party to the action; or
(B)
the sheriff or deputy sheriff of the political subdivision in which is located the residence of the person or the
main office of the firm, association, partnership or corporation against whom or which the subpoena is issued.
(c)
Enforcement of Subpoena.
(1)
In case of failure to comply with a subpoena, the County, on behalf of the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, may apply to a court of appropriate jurisdiction for an order requiring
the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of records and documents, and/or the taking of
interrogatories and depositions.
(2)
After notice to the person subpoenaed as a witness or directed to produce records and documents, and upon a
finding that the attendance and testimony of the witness or the production of the records and documents is
relevant or necessary for the ability to issue permits, conduct inspections and enforce Subtitles 4, 5 and 13 of the
Prince George's County Code, the court may issue an order requiring the attendance and testimony of the
witness and the production of the records and documents. Any failure to obey such an order of the court may be
punished as contempt of court.
(CB-56-2021)
DIVISION 5. - FORTUNETELLING AND OTHER SIMILAR PRACTICES.
Sec. 5-155. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them by this Section.
(1)
Certified psychologist. Such term shall have the same meaning as set out in Title 18, Health Occupations Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(2)
Director. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee.
(3)
Fortunetelling and Similar Practice. Any attempt to tell fortunes or predict the future, for pay, by means of occult
or psychic powers, faculties or forces, necromancy, palmistry, psychology, psychic psychometry, spirits,
mediumship, seership, prophecy, cards, talismans, sorcery, charms, potions, magnetism or magnetized articles or
substances, tea leaves, magic of any kind or nature, numerology or any other similar means, occupations,
callings, or professions, businesses, trades, arts, crafts and devices.
(4)
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His. The word "his" shall mean both masculine and feminine gender.
(5)
License. A certificate issued by the Director or his designee to a person, as defined herein, enabling such person
to engage in the business of fortunetelling and similar practices as heretofore defined.
(6)
Person. An individual, and not an association, firm, partnership or corporation of any kind.
(7)
Psychologist. Such term shall have the meaning used in Section 18-101, Health-General Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland.
(CB-55-1976; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-156. - Licensing.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to charge any price of admission or to extract a fee for any act done or
information or advice given or service rendered of any kind or character in regard to fortunetelling and similar
practices as heretofore defined; or, to advertise or hold themselves out as being proficient in or being engaged in
such occupation, calling, profession, business, trade, art, craft, or device for public or private patronage unless
and until a license is obtained from the Director or his designee.
(b)
Nothing herein, however, shall be construed to include, interfere with, prohibit, regulate, or subject to licensure
the exercise of any religious or spiritual function of any priest, minister, rector or accredited representative of
any bona fide church or religion where such priest, minister, rector or accredited representative holds a
certificate of credit, commission or ordination under the ecclesiastical laws of a religious corporation
incorporated under the laws of the State of Maryland or any other state or territory of the United States of
America, or any voluntary religious association, and who fully conforms to the rites and practices prescribed by
the supreme conference, convocation, convention, assembly, association or synod of the system or faith with
which they are affiliated, provided, however, that any church or religious organization which is organized for the
primary purpose of conferring certificates of commission, credit or ordination for a fee or price and not primarily
for the practice of teaching and practicing a religious doctrine or belief, shall not be deemed to be a bona fide
church or religious organization.
(c)
Any psychologist as heretofore defined who is a certified psychologist shall be exempted from all provisions of
this Section.
(d)
The total number of licenses that may be currently outstanding shall not exceed one (1) for each eighty thousand
(80,000) residents as reported in the latest U.S. Decennial Census and not more than two (2) licenses may be
issued to members of the same family. Families for the purposes of this Section shall be defined as husband,
wife, mother, father, brother, sister, son, and daughter. This Act shall not be construed to revoke or prevent
renewal of a license where more than two (2) have been issued to members of any family on or prior to the
effective date of this Act. However, no additional licenses shall be issued to members of said family until the
number of licenses issued is less than two (2).
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(e)
After January 1, 1983, a license shall not be issued for any location within a municipality which has an
ordinance in effect prohibiting fortunetelling. This Subsection shall not apply to the renewal of any license
within such municipality in effect as of the date of the passage of this Act.
(CB-55-1976; CB-16-1982)
Sec. 5-157. - Applications.
(a)
Applications for a license to engage in fortunetelling and similar practices as heretofore defined by this Division
shall be filed with the Director or his designee, in writing, on a form prescribed by the Director or his designee.
(b)
In addition to such other information as the Director or his designee may reasonably deem necessary for
purposes of the implementation administration, and enforcement of this Division, the application shall state or be
accompanied by the following:
(1)
The name, local and permanent address, age, weight, height, color of hair and eyes, and any other distinguishing
physical characteristics of the applicant.
(2)
A legal description or address of the specific location used or proposed to be used in the operation or business of
fortunetelling and similar practices as heretofore defined.
(3)
Three prints of recent and clear photographs, 2" × 2" in size, showing the head and shoulders of the applicant;
and provided further, that one (1) of said photographs shall be permanently affixed to the face of any license
certificate issued under this Division.
(4)
A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor, other than a motor
vehicle violation pursuant to the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, and, if so, the nature
of the offense, when and where convicted, and the penalty or punishment imposed therefor.
(5)
The names of at least three (3) references, unrelated to the applicant, who will certify as to the applicant's good
character and business responsibility.
(c)
Every application shall be signed and certified that the information given thereon is true and correct. The
signature shall be that of the applicant.
(d)
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In addition, no license shall be issued by the Director or his designee, unless and until there is presented to the
Director or his designee, a certificate issued by the Bureau of Assessments showing that there are no unpaid
taxes on the taxable tangible business personal property of the applicant due to the State of Maryland or Prince
George's County.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-158. - Fingerprinting and photographing of applicants.
Every applicant for a license for purposes of fortunetelling and similar practices as heretofore defined shall be
fingerprinted and photographed by the Prince George's County Police Department; and, said fingerprints and
photographs shall be maintained in the regular and ordinary course of business of said police department.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-159. - Display of license required.
Each license issued under this Division shall be conspicuously displayed at all times in the licensee's place of
business.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-159.01. - Expiration date of license.
A license or approval is valid from one year from the date of issuance unless revoked or suspended or otherwise
terminated, and shall be renewed from year to year upon application and payment of the annual fee.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-160. - Fee.
A fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid by an applicant when the initial application for a license is
filed; thereafter, unless the license is denied, suspended, revoked, or otherwise terminated, the license shall be
renewed annually upon the payment of the license fee prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(CB-55-1976; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 5-161. - Nontransferability of license.
A license shall not be transferable and any attempt to so transfer a license shall void the license.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-162. - Notification of legal proceedings.
Every licensee shall report in writing to the Director or his designee, any legal proceeding within ten (10) days
from the date of notice to the licensee, if such proceeding relates to the business of "fortunetelling and similar
practices" as heretofore defined.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-163. - Operation in conformity with Zoning Ordinance.
All licenses issued pursuant to this Division shall be issued for use on the specific property designated in the
application and shall at the time of issuance have the proper zoning for use of fortunetelling and similar practices
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as heretofore defined. A license may be amended at any time to designate a new location upon application to the
Director or his designee with payment of a Twenty Dollar ($20.00) fee.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-164. - Denial, revocation, suspension, or termination of license.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew any licenses issued under this
Division if the Director finds that:
(1)
The applicant or licensee has failed to comply with any regulation contained in this Division or promulgated
pursuant thereto.
(2)
The applicant or licensee furnished or made misleading or false statements on reports, certifications and written
documents required by this Division.
(3)
A court having jurisdiction has found an applicant for a license or a licensee guilty of criminal activity during
the preceding three (3) years directly relating to the operation or business of fortunetelling and similar practices
as heretofore defined. A plea of nolo contendere shall be deemed to be the equivalent of a conviction or guilty
plea for purposes of this Division.
(4)
The applicant or licensee has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of conduct which is in violation of
any provision of the Consumer Protection Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State or has
repeatedly demonstrated a disregard for compliance with any provision or provisions of the Consumer
Protection Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State.
(b)
No license shall be denied, suspended, revoked, or not renewed hereunder without the Director first affording
the licensee an opportunity for a hearing thereon. At least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date set for the
hearing, the Director shall notify all parties to the proceeding in writing of the date, time and place set for the
hearing and the charge made and afford all parties the opportunity to be heard in person and by counsel in
reference thereto. The written notice shall be served by delivery of the notice to all parties by registered or
certified mail. Within ten (10) working days following the hearing, the Director shall render a decision and the
reasons therefor in writing and shall forward a copy of the same to all parties by certified or registered mail.
(c)
The Director may deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew any license issued under this Division for a period
of time determined by the Director to be just and reasonable in relation to the severity of the violations found to
exist under paragraphs (a)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this Section. If a license has been denied, revoked, or not
renewed, the applicant shall not be eligible to apply for another license for a period of six (6) months after the
date on which the Director rendered a denial, evocation, or refusal to renew a decision.
(CB-55-1976; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995)
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Sec. 5-165. - Appeals from decisions of the Director.
An applicant or licensee aggrieved by a decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension,
revocation, or refusal to renew a license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Appeals
for Prince George's County, Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after the receipt of a denial, suspension,
revocation or refusal to renew decision rendered by the Director. Appeals to the Board of Appeals from any such
decision of the Director shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
(CB-55-1976)
Sec. 5-166. - Penalties.
Any person who operates without a license required by this Division and anyone who operates while a license is
suspended or revoked shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be subject to a fine not
to exceed One-Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and/or incarceration of up to six (6) months in jail and costs. In
addition to the remedies provided elsewhere, the County may seek enforcement of this Division by injunction or
other appropriate remedy at law or equity.
(CB-55-1976)
DIVISION 6. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5-167. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - HOTELS AND ROOMING HOUSES.
Sec. 5-168. - Room register required; contents; occupancy; room rental.
(a)
Any person who owns or operates a hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the
County shall maintain a permanent register. The register shall be inscribed in ink in legible writing and contain
the name and resident address, including state, city or town and street number or rural mail delivery route
number, of each guest who occupies or engages sleeping facilities within any such establishment, the number of
the room or facility occupied by such guest and the date and time of registration and of checkout of each such
guest.
(b)
No person shall occupy any room or facility until after the registration provided for in this Section.
(c)
Any owner, operator or employee, or person in control of any hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or
tourist cabin park within the County shall be prohibited from renting rooms by less than a full one night's rate for
the hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park. A "full one night's rate" means a rate for at
least a twelve (12) hour term. This section only applies to sleeping rooms but not other rooms within a hotel,
rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park.
(d)
Notwithstanding Section 5-168(c), there is an exemption for any owner, operator, employee, or person in
control, of any hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the County from the room
rental limitation providing that the room is being rented to a person registering with or under a corporate or
business account.
(e)
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Notwithstanding Section 5-168(c), there is an exemption for any owner, operator, employee, or person in
control, of any hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the County from the room
rental limitation within a quarter of a mile of a hospital so they can rent to patients accessing outpatient care, or
the patient's family member, at that hospital or other medical facility. There is also an exemption for any owner,
operator, employee, or person in control of any hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park
within the County from the room rental limitation for renting for special purposes, which shall include air or
transit travel layovers, speaker ready rooms, public safety purposes, and nursing or pregnant mothers. The
Executive Director of the Office of Human Rights may also grant additional exemptions in advance in writing
for other special purposes that the Executive Director determines is consistent with the intent of this Act.
(Laws 1957, ch. 263; PLL 1963, Sec. 44-1; CB-79-2014; CB-12-2021)
Editor's note— As to State law governing hotels, inns, and boarding houses, see Title 15, Business Regulation
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
Sec. 5-169. - Register; maintenance; inspection.
(a)
The permanent register may be either in a bound book with nondetachable pages or may be in the form of a
loose leaf book or cards. If a loose leaf book or cards are used, they shall be numbered consecutively before use
and all such numbered pages or cards shall be kept even though they are not used by reason of mistake in
entering information or for any other reason.
(b)
The register provided for by this Division shall be kept for at least three (3) years. It shall be open to inspection
upon the request of any official or employee of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or
of any law enforcement officer of the County or the State.
(Laws 1957, ch. 263; PLL 1963, Sec. 44-l; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 5-170. - False registration.
No person shall knowingly inscribe any false or incorrect name or address or license plate in any register
described in Section 168. No owner or manager of any type of establishment or any employee thereof knowingly
shall permit any person to inscribe any false name or address or license plate number in any such register.
(Laws 1957, ch. 263; PLL 1963, Sec. 44-1)
Sec. 5-171. - Regulations.
The Council is authorized to adopt such regulations concerning the operation, maintenance and conduct of any
of the types of establishments referred to in Section, including provision for such licenses and license fees for
such establishments as it may deem appropriate.
(Laws 1957, ch. 263; PLL 1963, Sec. 44-1)
Sec. 5-171.01. - Registration; Training; certification.
(a)
Any person who owns or operates a hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the
County shall be required to provide training to employees on how to identify human sex trafficking and human
labor trafficking activities and human sex trafficking and human labor trafficking victims.
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(b)
An owner and operator of a hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the County
shall register with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If an entity is owned by a
corporation, the registered agent of the owner shall register with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement.
(c)
Any change in ownership shall be updated with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement by
the end of the 30th day after the effective date of new ownership. All registration shall be completed by August
1, 2015. As a condition of a use and occupancy permit or continuation of a use and occupancy permit,
registration for a hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel or tourist cabin park within the County is required.
(d)
Beginning on August 1, 2015, each new employee of a hotel, rooming house, tourist home, motel, or tourist
cabin park within the County shall complete a human trafficking training program consisting of viewing a
training video provided by the Office of Human Rights in collaboration with the Prince George's County Police
Department. Employees hired prior to August 1, 2015 shall complete the human trafficking training in this
subsection by October 1, 2015. The same training requirements apply for human labor trafficking except for the
above-referenced dates in this subsection.
(e)
Beginning in calendar year 2016, lodging establishments identified in Sec. 5-171.01(a), shall be required to
annually certify to the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement that all of their employees have
completed the required training. The Department of Permitting, Inspection and Enforcement shall issue
regulations prescribing the process for annual certification within sixty (60) days after the effective date of this
Act.
(CB-80-2014; CB-15-2019; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 5-172. - Penalties.
(a)
Any act that is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense pursuant to Subtitle 5, Division 7
of the County Code, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500) for the first offense
and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for subsequent offenses.
(CB-79-2014)
DIVISION 8. - SHORT-TERM RENTALS.
Sec. 5-173. - Purpose and Findings.
(a)
This Division is to establish the licensing requirements for short-term rentals within Prince George's County,
Maryland. It also establishes the rules, regulations, fees, penalties and enforcement provisions for short-term
rentals. In the shared economy, hosting platforms enable people to utilize and rent his or her home on a shortterm basis. Short-term rentals are not regulated to the same standards as a hotel or motel, however, individuals
utilizing short-term rentals and the associated hosting platforms acknowledge, understand and accept these
differences in standards. Rental licenses are different from short-term rental licenses and cannot be used
interchangeably. Rental licenses are regulated pursuant to Subtitle 13 Division 4. Short-term rental licenses are
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regulated pursuant to Subtitle 5 Division 8. Each license must be applied for separately, adhering to and
satisfying the applicable standards for each license.
(CB-11-2018)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-174. - Definitions.
In this Subtitle, the following words shall have the meaning indicated.
(a)
Booking service means a reservation and/or payment service provided by a person or entity that facilitates a
short-term rental transaction between a host and a prospective short-term rental guest for which the person or
entity collects fees in connection with the reservation or facilitates payment services between the host and guest.
(b)
Days means calendar days.
(c)
Department means the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(d)
Director means the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(e)
Dwelling unit means any room or group of rooms forming a single unit that is used or intended to be used for
living, sleeping, and the preparation and eating of meals, and that is located within a building that is wholly or
partially used or intended to be used for living and sleeping by human occupants.
(f)
Host means a legal owner of a residential dwelling unit and who provides or offers to provide all or part of a
residential dwelling unit for short-term rental and has obtained a short-term rental license from Prince George's
County. The host must provide proof of ownership with a copy of his or her Homestead Tax Credit filing.
(g)
Hosting platform ("Platform") means a person or entity that facilitates a short-term rental by providing booking
services through which a licensed host may lawfully provide a residential dwelling unit for short-term rental use.
(h)
Listing meansa complete list of all Prince George's County properties listed in the platform for the current and
upcoming reporting periods, to include the host name, owner name, physical address, councilmanic district,
municipality, license number, registration number, and rate charged for each short-term rental stay.
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(i)
Nuisance means the following:
(1)
An act or condition knowingly created, performed, or maintained on private property that constitutes a local
code violation and that:
(A)
Significantly affects other residents of the neighborhood;
(B)
Diminishes the value of neighboring property; and is injurious to public health, safety, or welfare of neighboring
residents; or obstructs the reasonable use of other property in the neighborhood;
(2)
A property where the tenant, owner, or other occupant has been convicted of violations of § 10-201 or § 10-202
of the Criminal Law Article for conduct occurring on, in, or in relation to the property; or
(3)
A property to which police or other law enforcement agencies have responded to complaints or calls for service
three (3) or more times within any 30-day period.
(j)
Owner Occupied means the host and legal owner of a residential dwelling unit who is present during the entire
time of the short-term rental. Owner Occupied short-term rentals shall not be utilized by a short-term rental
guest for more than 180 days per calendar year.
(k)
Permanent resident means an individual who is domiciled in Prince George's County, Maryland, maintains a
place of abode in Prince George's County for 180 or more days during the year and is the individual who owns
the property and obtains the homestead tax credit at that address. For purposes of this Subtitle, a host may have
only one (1) permanent address, which is the address the host uses to obtain the homestead credit.
(l)
Short-term rental means a residential dwelling unit occupied by a short-term rental guest, other than a permanent
occupant, for fewer than 31 consecutive days and no more than 90 days per calendar year, where a host receives
monetary compensation for such occupancy, if the owner is not present during the rental. A short-term rental
may be occupied by a short-term rental guest for no more than 180 days per calendar year, if the host is present
during the short-term rental. A short-term rental provider shall not combine time limits for short-term rentals.
The maximum allowable days for a short-term rental are 180 calendar days, provided all requirements are met
for that time frame. A short-term rental is a tourist home that is an accessory use to a dwelling, but does not
include a hotel, motel, inn, boarding house, group residential facility, and fraternity or sorority house.
(m)
Short-term rental guest means a transient who occupies, or has the right to occupy, a lawfully licensed short-term
rental for a period of 30 days or less during any one continuous stay. This does not include a hotel, motel, inn,
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boarding house, group residential facility, fraternity or sorority house.
(n)
Short-term rental provider means a licensed host who lawfully offers for rent a short-term residential rental and
does not include a hotel, motel, inn, boarding house, group residential facility, and fraternity or sorority house.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175. - Standards for Short-Term Rentals.
(a)
Except as provide in 5-175(b), a short-term rental license shall be obtained prior to operation and the short-term
licensee shall comply with all applicable license requirements pursuant to this Division and the Prince George's
County Code.
(b)
A person who has filed a complete application with the Department for a short-term rental license may operate a
short-term rental for no more than 90 calendar days while the application is being assessed and evaluated by the
Department. A person who has filed a complete application with the Department shall follow all of the
requirements of a short-term rental provider during the 90 day operation of the short-term rental. The
Department shall provide a 90 calendar day certificate upon determining that the property is the applicant's
primary residence. The certificate shall state the start and end date of the 90 calendar days and there is a pending
application for a short-term rental license. The issuance of a certificate while an application is pending does not
guarantee that an applicant will be approved for a short-term rental license.
1.
If an applicant has been previously denied a license or his or her license has been suspended or revoked, the
Department shall not issue a certificate for the 90 calendar day operation of a short-term rental.
2.
The provisions of this 5-175(b) may not be used to circumvent the provisions and intent of this Division.
(c)
No person shall advertise or host a short-term rental unless the person maintains a short-term rental license for
the specific address issued by the Department, or pursuant to section 5-175(b) there is a complete and a filed
application is being assessed during the 90 calendar day period.
(d)
The maximum allowable days are 180 calendar days. A short-term rental licensee or applicant with a certificate
from the Department shall not combine days to exceed beyond the maximum 180 calendar days. All applicable
time frames shall be followed as outlined in this Division.
1.
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An owner occupied short-term rental shall not combine the 180 calendar days with any other days or time
frames for short-term rentals.
2.
A short-term rental that is not occupied by the owner shall not combine days with any other time frames to
exceed the maximum allowable days.
3.
A person who has filed a complete application with the Department and has been issued a certificate shall not
combine days to exceed beyond the maximum allowable days. Every day that the person who has filed a
complete application with the Department and received a certificate, rents his or her short term rental, it is
counted towards the maximum allowable days.
(e)
Short-term rental licenses shall only be issued to hosts that utilize platforms licensed by Prince George's County,
Maryland.
(f)
There shall be a completed application filed with the Department. Once the completed application has been
filed, the Department will assess the application for compliance with all of the requirements for a short-term
rental license. After the assessment of the application, the Department may approve the application and issue a
short-term rental license.
(g)
The Department will maintain a database for all short-term rental licensees, which will include, but is not limited
to emergency contact information for the licensed host and the person designated as the emergency contact.
Prince George's County Government and Municipal Officials will have the ability to gain access to the host and
emergency contact information in the short-term rental database.
(CB-11-2018)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.01. - License Application for Short-Term Rentals; Hosts.
(a)
The Department may issue an annual short-term rental license to an eligible applicant.
(b)
Each short-term rental license expires annually on the anniversary of its issuance.
(c)
Fraud, misrepresentation, false statement and inaccuracies in the application or supporting documents shall be
grounds for immediate revocation or denial of the short-term rental license. All the requirements of this Subtitle
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shall be continuously maintained throughout the duration of the license. Failure to do so shall be grounds for
immediate revocation or denial of the short-term rental license.
(d)
Shall pay all applicable fees associated with the application and approval of the license, including the initial
$150 licensing fee, thereafter there will be an annual fee of $150;
(1)
The fees are subject to change; any change in the licensing fee shall be prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(e)
An applicant for a short-term rental license shall:
(1)
Shall obtain and attest to liability insurance of at least $1,000,000.
a.
May utilize a platform's liability insurance if the liability insurance is at least $1,000,000 and is approved by the
Department.
(2)
Attest and ensure that each short-term rental unit has a working smoke detector and carbon monoxide detector in
every bedroom, sleeping area and on all habitable floors;
(3)
Attest and ensure that each short-term rental unit has properly maintained, serviced, and charged fire
extinguishers mounted in every bedroom, sleeping area and on all habitable floors in compliance with the Prince
George's Fire Safety Code;
(4)
Attest and ensure that each short-term rental has a posting of the Owner's emergency contact information on the
interior of the rental, a floor plan that indicates fire exits and escape routes that is conspicuously placed on the
interior portion of the main entrance and in each room where there are sleeping quarters in the short-term rental;
(5)
Provide a picture to the Department as proof of the conspicuously placed posting of the emergency contact
information on the interior of the rental, a floor plan that indicates fire exits and escape routes;
(6)
Attest and ensure the short-term rental is in compliance with all applicable laws and codes including but not
limited to Subtitle 4 of the Prince George's County Code, all applicable property maintenance, electrical,
plumbing and building codes;
(7)
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Attest and ensure that notification has been provided to homeowner associations, condominium associations,
common ownership communities, cooperatives, and, where applicable, municipalities where the short-term
rental is located;
(8)
Attest and ensure compliance with the requirements of homeowner associations, condominium associations,
common ownership communities, and cooperatives where the short-term rental is located;
(9)
Attest and ensure that the short-term rental has provided at least one (1) off street parking space for every three
(3) overnight guests;
(10)
Attest to the host's intent to apply for the short-term rental license has been provided to the following neighbors
and/or individuals in the adjacent homes including but limited to:
(A)
The neighbors that are to the immediate left, of the short-term rental property;
(B)
The neighbors that are to the immediate right, of the short-term rental property;
(C)
The neighbors that are in front of the short-term rental property;
(D)
The neighbors that are behind the short-term rental property;
(E)
The Department shall provide the approved notification letter for short-term license applicants;
(11)
Attest and ensure that the short-term rental is the permanent residence of the host;
(12)
Attest and ensure the short-term rental has two (2) outdoor trash and one (1) recycling receptacles with tight
fitting lids;
(13)
Attest to ownership of the short-term rental property;
(14)
Attest and ensure that the property has no outstanding taxes or liens and the property has no code violations;
(15)
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Attest and ensure that accurate and current contact information of the owner of the short-term rental is provided
on the application; the contact information shall include the following:
(A)
The host's primary physical mailing address;
(B)
The host's cell phone number;
(C)
The host's email address;
(16)
Attest and ensure that accurate and current information of an individual that will serve as the emergency contact,
other than the host, who resides within Prince George's County or within 25 miles if the emergency contact
resides outside of Prince George's County. The emergency contact is responsible for responding to the short-term
rental for any issues that require immediate attention. This information shall be provided on the application; the
contact information shall include the following:
(A)
The individual's primary physical mailing address;
(B)
The individual's cell phone number;
(C)
The individual's email address;
(17)
Provide, within five (5) business days, updates to the contact information immediately or risk having the license
revoked or denied;
(18)
Provide a list of all the licensed platforms the applicant intends to utilize;
(19)
Attest and ensure that the rules, as approved by the Department per Section 5-175.06(a) regarding short-term
rental guests are posted on or by the main entrance used by the transients pursuant to Section 5-175.06 of this
Division.
(f)
The Department may require evidence of any of the above requirements in any form or manner it directs.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
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Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.02. - Short-Term Rentals Licenses; Issuance and Renewal of Licenses for Hosts.
(a)
No license for a short-term rental shall be issued to a host until the application has been successfully and
satisfactorily completed. All documentation shall be submitted and all requirements shall be adhered to prior to a
determination being made about the issuance of a short-term license to the applicant.
(b)
Each short-term rental license expires annually on the anniversary of its issuance. The host must apply to renew
the license thirty (30) days before the current license expires. Upon approval of the renewal license, the host
shall submit the applicable licensing fee.
1.
The fees are subject to change; any change in the licensing fee shall be prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(c)
In addition to complying with all of the application requirements set forth in Section 5-175.01, the renewal
applicant shall provide a copy of short-term rental guest log required by Sec. 5-175.03.
(CB-11-2018)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.03. - Short-Term Rentals Licenses; Host Requirements.
(a)
No one shall engage in the business of the short-term rentals without having obtained a license under this
Division.
(b)
A person who has filed a complete application with the Department for a short-term rental license may operate a
short-term rental for no more than 90 calendar days while the application is being assessed and evaluated by the
Department. A person who has filed a complete application with the Department shall follow all of the
requirements of a short-term rental provider during the 90 day operation of the short-term rental as prescribed in
this Division and section 5-175.
(c)
No one shall utilize or list on a hosting platform without a short-term rental license, except as prescribed in
section 5-175(b).
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(d)
Anyone issued a short-term rental license shall do the following:
1.
Shall collect and remit all applicable hotel taxes through the platform;
2.
Shall display conspicuously on interior of the short-term rental, the license with contact information of the
licensed host, the Prince George's County, Maryland based emergency contact pursuant to Section 5-175.01(c)
(19) and the contact information for the Department;
3.
Shall not rent the short-term rental for more than 30 consecutive days;
4.
Shall not rent the short-term rental more than 90 days per calendar year if the short-term rental is unoccupied by
the owner;
5.
Shall not rent the short-term rental more than 180 days per calendar year if the short-term rental is owner
occupied;
6.
Shall not combine allowable time frames to exceed the permissible calendar days for short-term rentals;
7.
Shall not permit more than a total of eight (8) guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3)
guests per bedroom;
8.
Shall not permit any other individuals to utilize the short-term rental other than registered short-term rental
guests;
(e)
Maintain a log of all short-term rental guests that have rented the short-term rental when applying to renew the
short-term rental license that shall be provided when applying for renewal of the short-term license;
(1)
The log shall contain the following information:
(A)
The total number of short-term rental guests that stay in the short term rental for the calendar year beginning the
first day of January of each year and ending the last day of December;
(B)
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The total number of short-term rental guests that stay during each individual rental;
(C)
The dates the short-rental is rented by a short-term rental guest;
(D)
The number of days and dates the short-term rental was owner occupied; and
(E)
The total number of days and dates when the short-term rental was not owner occupied.
(CB-11-2018)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.04. - Short-Term Rental Hosting Platform License; Requirements.
(a)
Short-term rental hosting platforms shall be registered with the Department.
(b)
Platforms shall pay an annual licensing fee of $2,500 to lawfully operate in Prince George's County, Maryland.
(1)
The fees are subject to change; any change to the annual $2,500 licensing fee shall be prescribed in the Table of
Fees.
(c)
Platforms shall require any short-term rental host to submit a copy of the host's rental license or 90 day pending
application certificate to the platform, prior to the rental being listed on the platform.
(d)
Platforms shall electronically provide the following data to the Department in the method prescribed by the
Department on a monthly basis. The data shall be submitted to the Department on or before the last calendar day
of the month and shall include data from the preceding month and preceding year. The required data is as
follows:
(1)
The total number of short-term rentals listed on the platform during the applicable reporting period;
(2)
A complete listing of all Prince George's County properties listed in the platform for the current and upcoming
reporting periods;
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(3)
The total number of nights that each listing on the platform was rented to transients during the applicable
reporting period.
(4)
Address of the Host site;
(5)
Municipality;
(6)
Amount paid by the Host;
(7)
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement Short-term rental license number; and
(8)
Total taxes charged, including Special Tax area payments if applicable, and paid for each stay.
(e)
All platforms shall remit all hotel taxes, including but not limited to those collected by the short-term rental
provider or applicant, as outlined in this section and Subtitle 10 Division 8 of the Prince George's County Code
and:
(1)
Such quarterly payments shall be made on or before the last days of April, July, October and January in each
year. They shall cover the amounts collected during the three (3) months immediately preceding the months in
which reports, and remittances are required. Such quarterly payments shall be made on or before the last days of
April, July, October and January in each year. They shall cover the amounts collected during the three (3)
months immediately preceding the months in which reports, and remittances are required. The payments shall be
made to the Department of Finance
(2)
Prince George's County, with approval of the governing body, may agree to an alternative method of tax
collection with the Platform. However, if after the expiration of the term of the agreement, Prince George's
County may require remittance of hotel taxes as outlined in Subtitle 10 Division 8 of the Prince George's County
Code and Section 5-175.04(e)(1).
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.05. - Department Responsibilities and Reporting.
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(a)
The Department shall:
1.
Promulgate rules and regulations that every properly licensed short-term rental shall display in the main entrance
used by short-term rental guests;
2.
Enforce any violation under this Division;
3.
Maintain records on licensed short-term rentals and short-term rental platforms;
4.
Provide reports on short-term rentals at the request of the County Executive and County Council;
5.
Monitor short-term rentals for compliance with this Division, building code, zoning regulations and the Prince
George's County Code;
6.
Investigate suspected violations of this Division by platform hosts;
7.
Issue any penalties, citations, and revocations consistent with the enforcement and penalty provisions of this
Division.
8.
Provide an annual report on short-term rentals. The report shall include the following information for the prior
calendar year: a summary of activities for short-term rentals, the number of licenses issued, suspended, revoked,
complaints regarding short-term rentals, revenue raised from the short-term rental licenses, staffing assigned in
part or in full to ensure compliance with this section and other relevant information. The report shall be
submitted to the County Executive by February 1. The County Executive shall transmit the report to the County
Council by March 15.
(b)
The Department shall provide on a monthly basis to lawfully licensed platforms the following information:
(1)
The license number for all lawfully registered hosts;
(2)
The license number for all hosts who have an expired license;
(3)
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The license number for all hosts who have a suspended license;
(4)
The license number of all hosts whose license has been revoked;
(5)
The name of individuals who have applied for a short-term rental license but were denied;
(6)
The certificate number for all the applicants that have filed a complete application and were issued a 90 day
operation certificate.
(CB-11-2018)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.06. - Prohibited Acts, Enforcement and Penalties; Platforms.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for a platform to list a short-term rental or for any person engaged in the business of shortterm rentals to list on any platform when the following occurs:
(1)
Short-term rentals that rent, or offers to rent that unit or any portion thereof, by the hour or for any period of
fewer than 24 consecutive hours;
(2)
Short-term rentals that rent, or offers to rent that unit or any portion thereof, more than once within any
consecutive 24-hour period measured from the commencement of one rental to the commencement of the next;
(3)
Advertise an hourly rate or any rate for any short-term rental period of fewer than 24 consecutive hours;
(4)
Short-term rentals that rents, offers to rent that unit or any portion thereof, for multiple bookings or rentals for
the same or overlapping time periods;
(b)
The platform short-term rental license is a privilege and not a right. A platform short-term rental license may be
suspended or revoked at any time or not renewed based upon non-compliance with the requirements of this
Division and the Prince George's County Code.
(c)
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A platform short-term rental license may be suspended or revoked due to a citation, corrective order, or violation
notice citing violations of the Prince George's County Code.
(d)
All enforcement actions and penalties are at the Director's discretion, based upon the requirements of this
Division.
(e)
If a platform collects a fee for booking services in connection with an unlicensed host, the platform shall be
liable and subject to civil fines of $1,000 per violation. The civil fine may be imposed through either a violation
notice or an administrative citation.
(f)
If a platform collects a fee for booking services in connection with someone who does not have a 90-day
certificate from the Department regarding a filed and complete application, the platform shall be liable and
subject to civil fines of not less than $1,000 per violation. The civil fine may be imposed through either a
violation notice or an administrative citation.
(g)
An administrative citation or violation notice issued pursuant to this Division shall contain, at a minimum, all of
the information required by Section 13-1125 of this Code and shall be served in accordance with the provisions
of that Section.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020; CB-59-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.07. - Enforcement and Penalties; Hosts.
(a)
The short-term rental license for a host is a privilege and not a right. A short-term rental license may be
suspended or revoked at any time or not renewed based upon non-compliance with the requirements of this
Division and the Prince George's County Code.
(b)
A short-term rental license may be suspended or revoked due to a citation, corrective order, or violation notice
citing violations of the Prince George's County Code, including but not limited to violations of the building,
electrical, plumbing or zoning codes.
(c)
The Department has the right to enter and inspect the short-term rental with reasonable notice to the host. Failure
to provide timely access may serve as a basis to issue a violation notice or administrative citation, or to suspend
or revoke a license.
(d)
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The Department may immediately issue a violation notice or administrative citation, or may suspend or revoke a
short-term rental license if the operation of the short-term rental constitutes a nuisance as defined in Section 5174 or because of any adverse effect to public health, safety, and the general welfare, including excessive noise,
traffic, physical activity, public safety, or other good cause.
(e)
The Department may immediately issue a violation notice or administrative citation or may suspend or revoke a
license if under the Building Code a stop work or stop use order has been issued to the address.
(f)
All enforcement actions and penalties are at the Director's discretion, based upon the requirements of this
Division.
(g)
If a short-term rental host license is suspended or revoked, Department shall notify in writing the host and all
platforms on which the host currently lists.
(h)
In addition to any other penalty provided by law, any individual who violates this Division shall be subject to a
civil fine of not less than $1,000. The civil fine may be imposed through either a violation notice or an
administrative citation.
(i)
An administrative citation or violation notice issued pursuant to this Division shall contain, at a minimum, all of
the information required by Section 13-1125 of this Code and shall be served in accordance with the provisions
of that Section.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.08. - Appeals from determinations of Director.
(a)
Any person aggrieved by an act or determination of the Director pursuant to this Division, including, but not
limited to, the issuance of a violation notice or administrative citation, or the suspension or revocation of any
license, may appeal such act or determination to the Administrative Hearing Unit established by Subtitle 13,
Division 15 of this Code within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of notice of the act or determination of the
Director. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall hold a hearing and the proceedings shall be conducted in
accordance with the procedures outlined in Sections 13-1134 through 13-1151 and Section 13-1153 through 131154 of this Code. The Director shall have the initial burden to establish the basis for the determination from
which the appeal was taken. The appellant shall have the burden to establish by a preponderance of the evidence
that the Director has misconstrued or wrongly interpreted the intent and meaning of this Code. The
Administrative Hearing Unit shall determine only whether there was substantial evidence for the Director to take
the enforcement action from which the appeal was taken. The Administrative Hearing Unit may not substitute its
judgment for that of the Director.
528/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
The Administrative Hearing Unit may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the Director only if the
decision of the Director is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and capricious, or unsupported by any substantial
evidence. Every decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit shall be given in writing within thirty (30) days of
the hearing. A copy of each such decision shall be promptly filed with the Director and a copy shall be sent by
U.S. first-class mail, sent electronically, or otherwise delivered to the appellant. An appellant aggrieved by a
decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek reconsideration of the matter in accordance with Section
13-1128 of this Code and all provisions of that Section shall apply to the disposition of the application for
reconsideration. The decision of the Hearing Administrator on an application for reconsideration shall constitute
the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit. Any party who, after having exhausted all administrative
remedies available, is aggrieved by a final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek judicial review
of that decision in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland, in accordance with the Maryland
Rules. The filing of a petition for judicial review does not stay an order of the Administrative Hearing Unit,
unless a stay is granted by the circuit court.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.09. - Judicial Review.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit pursuant to this Division may seek
judicial review of by petition to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall
proceed in accordance with the provisions of Title 7 Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-11-2018; CB-37-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) provides that at least 50% of the projected revenue generated
by the fees or penalties shall be reserved in the annual County budget process for permitting, inspections, or
enforcement personnel costs of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
Section 4 of CB-11-2018 (DR-4) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 5-175.10. - Exemptions.
Notwithstanding other provisions of the Prince George's County Code, short-term rental licensing requirements
within Prince George's County, Maryland shall not restrict or apply when a buyer or seller of real property enters
into a Settlement Occupancy Agreement and shall be exempt from the licensing requirements set forth in this
Division.
(CB-37-2020)
DIVISION 9. - ICE AND ROLLER SKATING RINKS.
Sec. 5-176. - Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions apply in this Division:
(1)
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Director means the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee.
(2)
Ice or roller skating rink means a facility which provides recreational skating which is not owned or operated by
a governmental entity.
(3)
Office means the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(4)
Special event means any event conducted at an ice or roller skating rink to which the general public is invited or
may attend with or without the payment of an admission fee.
(CB-98-1986; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-177. - Hours of operation; permit required.
(a)
No ice or roller skating rink shall operate or remain open to the general public between the hours of 1:00 A.M.
and 5:00 A.M. except as otherwise allowed by this Division.
(b)
A permit shall be required for any general admission skating or special event beginning or continuing after the
hour of 1:00 A.M., or for any event featuring live music, or for any event other than skating, whether or not
payment of a separate admission fee is required.
(c)
An application shall be submitted to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, on forms
provided by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, a minimum of ninety (90) days prior
to the scheduled event, setting out the nature of the events intended to be held and the date and times of each
event. The application may be for a single event or for multiple events occurring within ninety (90) days.
(d)
An application fee in the amount of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) must be paid at the time any application is filed.
(e)
The Director shall hold a public hearing on the application. Notice of such hearing shall be advertised in a
newspaper having general circulation in the County once a week for two consecutive weeks immediately prior to
the hearing.
(f)
The Director may solicit comments from other agencies as he may deem necessary and may approve and issue a
permit for all or any of the requested events under such terms and conditions he deems necessary to protect the
health, safety, or welfare of the general public, or he may deny the permit if he finds that the proposed event will
be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare.
(g)
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A permit may be renewed without a hearing in the discretion of the Director if the events in the application are
substantially the same as those for which a prior permit was issued.
(h)
Any person aggrieved by a decision or action of the Director with respect to approval, denial, suspension, or
revocation of an application or permit shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Appeals
within ten (10) calendar days after the date of such decision.
(CB-98-1986; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 5-178. - Revocation or modification of a permit.
Any permit issued under this Division may be revoked, or modified at any time by the Director, after the
opportunity for a hearing, for violation of the permit conditions or for any other cause which seriously threatens
the health, safety or welfare of the general public.
(CB-98-1986)
Sec. 5-179. - Violations.
(a)
It shall be considered a violation of this Division if:
(1)
An owner, operator or lessee of an ice or roller skating rink allows general admission skating or conducts any
special event in the facility beginning or continuing after the hour of 1:00 A.M., or allows any event featuring
live music, or allows any event other than skating, without first obtaining a permit for that event as required by
this Division;
(2)
An owner, operator or lessee of an ice or roller skating rink allows general admission skating or conducts a
special event in the facility beginning or continuing after 1:00 A.M., or allows any event featuring live music, or
allows any event other than skating and fails to comply with all terms and conditions of any permit issued for
that event.
(CB-98-1986)
Sec. 5-180. - Civil offense; civil fine.
(a)
Any violation of this Division shall be a civil offense subject to the following penalty:
(1)
Each violation - $1,000.00.
(b)
The procedures of Subdivision 1, Division 3, Subtitle 28 of this Code shall apply.
(CB-98-1986)
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Sec. 5-181. through Sec. 5-184. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9A. - MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS.
Sec. 5-184.01. - Declarations of findings and policy.
It is hereby declared that the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, has found that there has been
a large increase in the number of massage establishments and similar businesses in Prince George's County, and
that the unregulated proliferation of massage establishments and similar businesses facilitates the use of
premises for lewd displays and prostitution, and therefore the Council declares that the licensing and regulation
of massage establishments are required to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare.
(CB-49-1981)
SUBDIVISION 1. - DEFINITIONS.
Sec. 5-184.02. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following phrases and words shall have the meaning assigned below
except in those instances when the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)
Director. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's duly authorized designee or
agent.
(2)
Erogenous area. The pubic area, breasts, penis, scrotum, vulva, perineum, or anus.
(3)
Massage. Any method of treating the external parts of the human body for money consideration, present or
deferred, by touching, rubbing, stroking, kneading, tapping, or vibrating with the hand, arm, foot or mouth or
any instrument, but shall not include massages by duly licensed physicians, osteopaths, chiropractors, registered
nurses and practical nurses operating under a physician's directions, registered speech pathologists and physical
or occupational therapists who treat only patients recommended by a licensed physician and who operate only
under such physician's direction; nor shall this definition include any massage by the duly employed trainer, or
his assistant(s), of any professional club, college or educational institution athletic team while in the normal
course of his duties; nor shall this definition include any massage by an employee of any bona fide health spa or
health club, which shall, for the purpose of this ordinance, be defined as an establishment offering or providing
facilities for an instruction in controlled exercise, weight lifting, calisthenics, and general physical fitness and
actually occupying premises of not less than five thousand (5,000) square feet, of which not more than five (5)
percent is used for massages, and whose gross income from massages is less than fifteen (15) percent of the total
gross business income derived from physical fitness sales contracts at each business location; nor shall this
definition include any massage of the face or neck practiced by beauticians, cosmetologists and barbers duly
licensed under Titles 4 and 5, Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as
from time to time amended.
(4)
Massage establishment. Any establishment having a fixed place of business where massages are administered
for pay, including but not limited to, massage parlors, exercise clubs, spas, health clubs, sauna baths, and steam
baths. This definition shall not be construed to include a hospital, nursing home, medical clinic, or the office of a
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physician, surgeon, chiropractor, osteopath, or physical therapist duly licensed by the State of Maryland, nor
barber shops or beauty salons in which massages are administered only to the scalp, the face, the neck, or the
shoulder. This definition shall not be construed to include a volunteer fire department, a volunteer rescue squad
or a nonprofit organization operating a community center, swimming pool, tennis court or other educational,
cultural, recreational, and athletic facilities and facilities for the welfare of the residents of the area. This
definition shall not include any establishment offering or providing for instruction in and facilities for controlled
exercise, weight lifting, calisthenics, and general physical fitness which is actually occupying the premises of
not less than five thousand (5,000) square feet, of which not more than 5 percent (5%) is used for massages, and
whose gross income from massages is less than fifteen percent (15%) of the total gross business income derived
from physical fitness sales contracts at each business location.
(5)
Massage technician. Any individual who administers a massage to another individual at a massage
establishment. This definition shall not be construed to include a physician, surgeon, chiropractor, osteopath,
physical therapist, or nurse duly licensed by the State of Maryland.
(6)
Off-premises massage establishment. Any establishment engaged in arranging for massages to be given for a fee
or in giving massages for a fee when such massages are not given at a massage establishment shall be considered
an off-premises massage establishment. This definition shall not be construed to include a hospital, nursing
home, medical clinic, or the office of a physician, surgeon, chiropractor, osteopath, or physical therapist duly
licensed by the State of Maryland, nor barber shops or beauty salons in which massages are administered only to
the scalp, the face, the neck, or the shoulder. This definition shall not be construed to include a volunteer fire
department, a volunteer rescue squad or a nonprofit organization operating a community center, swimming pool,
tennis court or other good faith educational, cultural, recreational, and athletic facilities for the welfare of the
residents of the area.
(7)
Person. Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, or joint stock association.
(CB-49-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
SUBDIVISION 2. - LICENSES REQUIRED.
Sec. 5-184.03. - License required for operation of massage establishment.
(a)
No person shall engage in, conduct, or carry on a massage establishment unless an application therefor has been
approved and a license issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in compliance
with this Division.
(b)
Upon application, the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall issue a temporary massage
establishment license to any applicant who, upon the effective date of this Division, holds a valid, nonsuspended
massage establishment license in Prince George's County. The temporary license shall remain in effect for a
period of thirty (30) days or until issuance of the permanent license. If the application for the permanent license
is denied, the temporary license shall immediately expire and be of no further force and effect.
(c)
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Each application for a massage establishment license shall be accompanied by an investigation fee of $250.00,
no part of which shall be refundable. Said fee shall not be in lieu of, and shall be in addition to, any license fee
required by this Division. Upon receipt of said application, the Director shall refer the application to the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, Fire Department, Police Department, Health
Department, and the Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, each of whom, within a period of thirty (30) days from the date of application, shall
review records and make an inspection of the premises proposed to be used as a massage establishment and shall
make a written recommendation to the Director concerning compliance with the law.
(CB-49-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-184.04. - Massage establishment license fee; term.
(a)
Every person conducting or engaging in business as a massage establishment shall pay an annual license fee
based on the number of licensed massage technicians employed by the massage establishment as follows:
(1)
A massage establishment with not more than three (3) licensed massage technicians - $1,500.00;
(2)
A massage establishment with four (4) or more licensed massage technicians - $3,000.00.
(b)
The license must be renewed one (1) year from the date of issue. The fee shall not be in lieu of, and shall be in
addition to, any business license tax required to be paid.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.05. - Massage establishment license application.
(a)
Each application for a massage establishment license shall be upon a form provided by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Each such form shall contain the following information:
(1)
A description of the facilities and services to be available on the premises of the proposed establishment.
(2)
The location and mailing address of each applicant.
(3)
The name, residence address, and home and business telephone numbers of each applicant. If the applicant is an
association or a partnership, the names and residence addresses and home and business telephone numbers of
each of the associates or partners. If the applicant is a corporation, it shall state the names, home and business
telephone numbers and residence address of each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each
stockholder, and provide a copy of the documents establishing the corporation. If one or more of the
stockholders is itself a corporation, the names and residence addresses of each of the officers and directors of
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that corporation and of each stockholder of that corporation holding ten percent or more of the stock of that
corporation.
(4)
If the applicant is an individual, all other residences of the applicant for the three (3) year period immediately
prior to the application. If the applicant is an association or a partnership, the names and residence of each
associate or partner for the three (3) year period immediately prior to the application. If the applicant is a
corporation, all the residences for a three (3) year period of each of the officers and directors of said corporation,
and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation.
(5)
If the applicant is an individual, written proof that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older. If the
applicant is a corporation, written proof that each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each
stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation is eighteen (18) years of age or
older. It shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of any license that the applicant or any affiliated person be
eighteen years of age.
(6)
If the applicant is an individual, a complete set of the applicant's fingerprints. If the applicant is an association or
partnership, a complete set of each associate's or partner's fingerprints. If the applicant is a corporation, a
complete set of fingerprints of each of the officers and directors of the corporation and of each stockholder
owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation. If one or more of the stockholders owning
more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant corporation is itself a corporation, and owns thirty-three percent
(33%) of the stock of the applicant corporation, a complete set of fingerprints of each of the officers and
directors of said corporation and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the
corporation. The fingerprints shall be taken by the Chief of Police, or his designee.
(7)
If the applicant is an individual, the business, occupation, or employment of the applicant for the three (3) year
period immediately preceding the date of the application. If the applicant is an association or partnership, the
business occupation or employment of each associate or partner for the three (3) year period immediately prior
to the date of the application. If the applicant is a corporation, the business, occupation or employment of each
officer and director of the corporation and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock
of the corporation for the three (3) year period immediately preceding the date of the application.
(8)
The history of the applicant in the operation of massage establishments or any similar business or occupation,
including, but not limited to, whether or not such person, in previously operating in this or another city or state
under permit or license, has had such permit or license revoked or suspended and the reason therefor, and the
business activity or occupation of the applicant subsequent to such action of suspension or revocation.
(9)
The criminal record, if any, other than misdemeanor traffic violations, of the applicant. If the applicant is an
association or partnership, the criminal record of each associate or partner. If the applicant is a corporation, the
criminal record of each officer or director of the corporation and each of the stockholders owning more than ten
percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation. If one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent
(10%) of the applicant corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) of the stock of the
applicant corporation, the criminal record of each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each
stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation.
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(10)
The name of the operator or manager of the massage establishment. If the operator or manager of the massage
establishment is not an applicant, then the operator or manager must provide the information required in
paragraphs (1) through (9) of this Section and will be considered as an applicant for the purpose of Section 5184.08 and as a license for the purposes of Section 5-184.18.
(b)
Every applicant for a massage establishment license shall submit with their license application a copy of or
verification of a license or registration issued by the State Board of Chiropractic and Massage Therapy
Examiners, pursuant to Subtitle 5A of Title 3 of the Health Occupation Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, for a massage technician employed by the massage establishment.
(c)
Every applicant for a massage establishment license and every licensee shall be subject to a continuing duty to
supply to the Director current information with respect to the items set forth in subsection (a) of this Section,
such report to be made within fourteen (14) days of learning of any change. Failure to report a change in that
information after learning of it shall be grounds for revocation of the license.
(CB-49-1981; CB-11-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013; CB-81-2014)
Sec. 5-184.06. - License required for massage technician and for operator or manager of massage establishment.
(a)
No massage technician shall administer a massage in a massage establishment nor shall any person engage in the
operation or management of a massage establishment without a valid, nonsuspended license issued pursuant to
this Division.
(b)
Upon application, the Director shall issue a temporary massage technician license to any applicant who, upon
the effective date of this Division, holds a valid, unexpired masseur's or masseuse's identification card in Prince
George's County. The temporary license shall remain in effect for a period of thirty (30) days or until issuance of
the permanent license. If the permanent license is denied, the temporary license shall immediately expire and
shall be of no further force and effect.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.07. - Operator or manager of massage establishment and massage technician license fee; term; health
certificate required.
Every person conducting or engaging in the administration of massage in a massage establishment or operating
or managing a massage establishment shall pay an annual license fee of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).
The license shall be renewed one year from date of issue. The fee shall not be in lieu of, and shall be in addition
to, any business license tax required to be paid. The licensee must submit a certificate of a licensed physician
licensed in the State of Maryland annually upon renewal of the license certifying that the licensee is free of
communicable disease. Health certificates shall be valid for twelve (12) months. Any and all costs for such
examination and certification shall be borne by the applicant.
(CB-49-1981; CB-81-2014)
Sec. 5-184.08. - Operator or manager of massage establishment and massage technician license application.
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(a)
Each application for an operator's or manager's massage establishment license or a massage technician license
shall be upon a form provided by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Each such form
shall contain the following information:
(1)
The applicant's full name, residence address, and residence telephone number;
(2)
The name and address of the massage establishment where the applicant is to be employed and the name of the
owner of same;
(3)
The names and addresses of any and all previous massage establishments where applicant has been employed as
a massage technician;
(4)
The criminal record, if any, other than misdemeanor traffic violations, of the applicant;
(5)
Whether any license to perform as a massage technician has previously been denied the applicant or revoked
and, if so, the circumstances of such denial or revocation;
(6)
A complete set of the applicant's fingerprints which shall be taken by the Chief of Police or his designee;
(7)
Written proof that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older;
(8)
Three (3) color photographs of the applicant, not greater than two inches square as determined by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. One photograph shall be sealed on the license issued
to a successful applicant. One photograph shall be retained in the files of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement and the other photograph shall be forwarded to the Police Department, which shall
also maintain files for operator or manager license and applicants and licensees.
(b)
Every applicant or holder of a massage technician's license shall submit with their license application a copy of
or verification of a license or registration issued by the State Board of Chiropractic and Massage Therapy
Examiners, pursuant to Subtitle 5A of Title 3 of the Health Occupation Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(c)
Every applicant or holder of a massage technician's license or massage establishment operator or manager's
license shall be subject to a continuing duty to supply to the Director current information with respect to the
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items set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section, such report to be made within fourteen (14) days of learning of
any change. Failure to report a change in that information after learning of it shall be grounds for revocation of
the license.
(CB-49-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013; CB-81-2014)
Sec. 5-184.09. - Investigation of applicant for massage establishment license, operator or manager's license, or
massage technician license; grounds for denial of application; continuing investigations.
(a)
Upon receipt of the application and fee as provided for in the preceding Sections, the Director or his designee
shall make or cause to be made a thorough investigation of the applicant and corporate officers, directors, and
shareholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the capital stock, and general partners, of the applicant. The
Director shall forward a copy of every application for a license under this Division to the Chief of Police, who
shall make or accuse to be made a complete criminal history and personal background investigation of every
applicant and all associated persons identified in the application. The Chief of Police shall report the findings of
the investigation to the Director with the recommendations of the Police Department as to licensure of the
applicants.
(b)
The Director shall deny any application for a massage establishment license or a massage technician license
under this Division if the Director finds:
(1)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partner or members thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) or more stock of the applicant
corporation, any officer or director of that corporation or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock of that corporation within the preceding ten (10) years have been convicted of or with respect to
whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere to or suffered a forfeiture or who has had the benefit of a
disposition under Section 292 or Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code, on a charge of violating
any provision included in Sections 12, 15, 36, 36B, 125, 237 through 246, 286, 286A, 287, 287A, 290, 335,
335A, 342, 384, 385, 386, 387, 407 through 411, 416A through 416G, 418, 419A, 426 through 432, 461 through
465, 486, 488, 553, or 554, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one or more of those
provisions, as the same may be amended, or on a charge of violation of a similar law in any other jurisdiction, or
any felony; or
(2)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partners or members thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock, or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation, is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) or more of the stock of the applicant
corporation, any officer or director of that corporation or any shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of
the capital stock of that corporation has been convicted, or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of
nolo contendere, or suffered a forfeiture or has had the benefit of a disposition under Section 292 or Section 641,
Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code on a charge of violating any Section of this Division relating to massage
establishment, or on a charge of violation of a similar law in any other jurisdiction; or
(3)
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That the applicant, or if the applicant is an association or partnership, any associate or partner thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the capital
stock is under the age of eighteen (18) years; or
(4)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partner or associate thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) or more of the stock of the applicant
corporation, any officer or director of that corporation, or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock of that corporation made a false statement on the application.
(5)
That the granting of the license is not necessary for the accommodation of the public in the community proposed
as the location of the massage establishment.
(6)
That the premises for which a massage establishment license is sought have not the minimum facilities required
by this Division, or do not meet the minimum hygiene standards of this Division or do not comply with the
Building Code, Electrical Code, Plumbing Code, Zoning Ordinance or any other law, ordinance or regulation of
the United States, the State of Maryland, Prince George's County or any municipality applicable to the premises.
(7)
That the person making application for a massage technician's license is unqualified by reason of lack of suitable
training or experience to perform massages. Minimum qualifications for a licensed masseur or masseuse are
established as follows: No person shall be employed as a masseur or masseuse or practice massage in a massage
establishment unless he or she shall have received at least five hundred (500) hours training in a professional
program, institution, or school accredited or approved by the American Massage and Therapy Association, a
Delaware Corporation, as specified in the certificate of incorporation filed with the Secretary of State of the
State of Delaware on the thirteenth day of September, 1960 at 9 o'clock A.M., or by the State of Maryland.
(8)
That the person making application for a massage establishment license or a massage technician's license fails to
provide with their license application a copy of or verification of a license or registration issued by the State
Board of Chiropractic and Massage Therapy Examiners, pursuant to Subtitle 5A of Title 3 of the Health
Occupation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
(1)
Before the Director shall act upon the application, the Director shall schedule and give notice of the time and
place of a public hearing to consider the application. The hearing shall be conducted by a hearing examiner, who
may be an attorney on the staff of the Office of Law. The Director shall notify the applicant in writing of the
time and place of the hearing, not less than 14 days prior to the scheduled date. The Director shall cause a notice
of the hearing to be published in two newspapers of record at least two times in two successive weeks, the last
publication of which shall be not less than seven (7) nor more than thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled date of
the hearing. The published notice shall specify the name of all applicants, the kind of license for which
application is made, the location of the place for the massage establishment proposed to be licensed, and the
time and place fixed by the Director for the hearing. The applicant shall bear the expense of publication of the
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notice and shall deposit with the application, either in cash or by a certified, treasurer's or cashier's check or
money order made payable to Prince George's County, Maryland, the sum of $500.00 to cover publication and
hearing costs.
(2)
At the public hearing, the hearing examiner shall first hear the applicant in support of the application. The
hearing examiner shall then hear any other person supporting the application. The hearing examiner shall then
hear any person opposing the application. After the close of all evidence, the hearing examiner shall make a
written report to the Director of his findings of fact and recommend action with respect to the application.
(d)
The Director shall act upon the application within one hundred twenty (120) days after the public hearing. The
Director shall give notice of his decision to the applicant in writing.
(CB-49-1981; CB-81-2014)
Sec. 5-184.10. - Transfer of licenses.
No license issued under this Division shall be transferable from one person or establishment to another.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.11. - Change of location.
A change of location of a licensed massage establishment may be approved by the Director; provided however,
that all applicable provisions of the Code, including this Division are complied with and a change of location fee
of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) has been paid. A public hearing pursuant to Section 5-184.09(c) shall be
required before the change of location may be approved or disapproved.
(CB-49-1981)
SUBDIVISION 3. - MINIMUM STANDARDS.
Sec. 5-184.12. - Massage establishment facilities.
(a)
Massage establishment facilities shall be located in a proper zoning district as specified in the Zoning Ordinance,
Subtitle 27, Prince George's County Code.
(b)
Massage establishment facilities shall comply with all requirements of the Building Code, Subtitle 4, Prince
George's County Code, as amended. Sanitary toilet facilities will be required as provided in the Mercantile
Table, P1201.1 of the Basic Plumbing Code (1970). At least one separate shower will be required for each
massage technician employed in the establishment at any given time. At least one (1) hand basin will be required
in each room in which massages are administered. All required facilities will be located within the premises of
the establishment, and for the exclusive use of the establishment.
(c)
A recognizable and legible sign shall be posted at the main entrance identifying the premises as a massage
establishment. Any sign shall comply with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Subtitle 27, Prince
George's County Code.
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(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.13. - Massage establishment hygiene.
(a)
All walls, ceilings, floors, pools, showers, bathtubs, steam rooms, hand basins and all other physical facilities for
the massage establishment must be in good repair and maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Wet and dry
heat rooms, steam or vapor rooms, or steam or vapor cabinets, shower compartments, bathtubs, hand basins and
toilet rooms shall be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected at least once each day the business is in operation, and
more often as needed.
(b)
Clean and sanitary towels and linens shall be provided for each patron of the establishment. No common or
repeated use of unlaundered towels or linens shall be permitted. Cabinets for the storage of clean linen shall be
required, and shall be kept clean and sanitary.
(c)
No massage establishment shall serve any patron when the skin of the patron is inflamed or erupted or infested
with parasites unless the patron submits a certificate from a duly licensed physician to the County Health Officer
stating that such inflammation or eruption or infestation is not communicable.
(d)
Every massage technician shall cleanse his or her hands thoroughly with soap and hot running water
immediately before serving each patron.
(e)
All facilities must be within the premises of the massage establishment and for the exclusive use of the
establishment, except the drinking fountain and the service sink, which must be on the same floor.
(f)
The massage establishment shall maintain a registry of all customers or patrons of the establishment. The
establishment shall require every customer or patron, on every occasion when the customer or patron makes use
of the facilities or services of the establishment, to present positive identification and to sign the registry, stating
his residence address and telephone number.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.14. - Display of licenses and ordinances.
(a)
Every person to whom a massage establishment license shall have been granted shall display said massage
establishment license in a conspicuous place in the massage establishment so that it may be readily seen by
persons entering the premises.
(b)
Every person to whom a manager's, operator's or massage technician's license shall have been granted shall,
while in a massage establishment, display in a conspicuous place in the massage establishment said massage
technician license or operator or manager license.
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(c)
A copy of the Massage Establishment Ordinance shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the massage
establishment so that it may be readily seen and read by persons entering the premises and employees of the
establishment.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.15. - Right of entry; inspections.
The County Health Officer or his designee, the designees of the Fire Department, the Chief of Police, and the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement are hereby authorized to enter, examine, and survey
during business hours any premises in the County for which a massage establishment license has been issued
pursuant to this Division for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Division, and for other official
purposes. This Section shall not restrict or limit the right of entry vested in any law enforcement agency.
(CB-49-1981; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-27-2014)
SUBDIVISION 4. - UNLAWFUL ACTS.
Sec. 5-184.16. - Unlawful acts.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for anyone to engage in, operate, manage, conduct, or carry on a massage establishment
without a valid, nonsuspended license issued pursuant to this Division.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for anyone to administer a massage in a massage establishment without a valid,
nonsuspended license issued pursuant to this Division.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person, in a massage establishment, to place his or her hands upon, to touch with any
part of his or her body, to fondle in any manner, or to massage, an erogenous area of any other person.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any person, in a massage establishment, to expose his or her erogenous area, or any
portion thereof, to any other person. It shall also be unlawful for any person, in a massage establishment, to
expose the erogenous area, or any portion thereof, of any other person.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any person, while in the presence of any other person in a massage establishment, to fail
to conceal with a fully opaque covering, the erogenous area of his or her body.
(f)
It shall be unlawful for any person in a massage establishment or in a health club or health spa to give or
administer a massage to any other person of the opposite sex.
(g)
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It shall be unlawful for any person to administer a massage in any place other than a licensed massage
establishment, except as provided otherwise herein.
(h)
It shall be unlawful for any person owning, operating or managing a massage establishment, to cause, allow, or
permit in or about such massage establishment, any agent, employee, or any other person permitted or invited
upon the premises to perform any act prohibited in Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), (f) or (g) of this Section.
(i)
It shall be unlawful to own, operate, or manage an off-premises massage establishment.
(CB-49-1981)
SUBDIVISION 5. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 5-184.17. - Penalties.
Any person violating the provisions of this Division shall be punished as provided in Section 1-123 of this Code.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.18. - Enforcement.
(a)
Any massage establishment license or massage technician license or massage establishment operator or manager
license granted under this Division shall be denied or revoked by the Director after notice and hearing if the
licensee, or if the licensee is a partnership or association, any partner or member thereof, or if the licensee is a
corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of its capital stock:
(1)
Has been convicted of or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere to or has had the
benefit of a disposition under Section 292 or Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code or similar
legislation in another jurisdiction or suffered a forfeiture, on a charge of violating any provision included in
Sections 15, 286, 286A, 287, 287A, 290, 335, 225A, 416A through 416G, 418, 419A, 426 through 432, 461
through 465, 553, or 554, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one or more of those
provisions as the same may be amended, or on a charge of violation of a similar law in any other jurisdiction, or
any felony; or
(2)
Has been convicted, or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere or has had the
benefit of a disposition under Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code or similar legislation in another
jurisdiction, or suffered a forfeiture, on a charge of violating any provision of this Division relating to massage
establishments, or on a charge of violating a similar law in any other jurisdiction; or
(3)
Made a false statement of the application; or
(4)

543/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Has failed to report a change in any of the information required by Section 5-184.05(a) or Section 5-184.08(a)
within fourteen (14) days of learning of said change; or
(5)
Has violated any provision of Section 5-184.16 relating to unlawful acts, as determined by the Director, upon the
evidence adduced at a hearing before the Director or his designee to consider any proposed revocation of a
massage establishment license under this Section.
Notice of the hearing before the Director or his designee for revocation of the license shall be given in writing,
setting forth the grounds of the complaint and the time and place of hearing. Such notice shall be mailed by
certified mail to the licensee's last known address at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing.
(b)
If the Director finds that the massage establishment for which the massage establishment license was issued or
the massage technician or massage establishment operator or manager to whom the massage technician or
massage establishment operator or manager license was issued does not conform to the standards set forth in
Subdivision 3 of this Division, or that the licensee has refused the Director or other authorized person the right
to enter the premises or to examine the person of the massage technician or massage establishment operator or
manager to enforce the provisions of this Division, the Director may enter an order for the immediate suspension
of the massage establishment license or the massage technician license or massage establishment operator or
manager until such time as he finds that the reason for such suspension no longer exists. A copy of the order
shall be sent to the licensee at his place of business by certified mail, which order shall set forth the reasons for
said suspension. The licensee shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard by the Director or his designee within
fourteen (14) days after the suspension. Notice of the hearing shall be mailed by certified mail to the licensee's
business at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing. No person shall operate a massage establishment
or perform a massage when subject to an order of suspension.
(c)
Any massage establishment license granted under this Division shall be suspended by the Director for six (6)
months if more than two (2) incidents resulting in convictions of or pleas of nolo contendere to or dispositions
under Section 292 or 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code, for any violation of any provision of this
Division or of any provision included in Sections 15, 286, 286A, 287, 287A, 290, 335, 335A, 416A through
416G, 418, 419A, 426 through 432, 461 through 465, 553, 554, 12, 36, 36B, 125, 237 through 246, 342, 384,
385, 386, 387, 407 through 411, 486 or 488, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one
or more of those provisions, as the same may be amended, by any person or persons whosoever, shall have
occurred on the premises of the massage establishment within one twelve (12) month period. The licensee shall
receive notices of such suspension and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Director. The notice shall be
given in writing, shall set forth the grounds for the suspension, and shall state the time and place of the hearing.
Such notice shall be mailed by certified mail to the licensee's last known address at least ten (10) days prior to
the date set for the hearing.
(d)
In addition to and not in lieu of the penalties prescribed in Section 5-184.17 and the enforcement measures
provided in Subsections (a), (b), (c), (e), or (f) of this Section, the County, by the Office of Law may enforce this
Division by actions for appropriate legal and equitable relief in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County,
Maryland, including, but not limited to, actions for mandatory or prohibitory injunctions to require compliance
with this Division.
(e)
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In addition to or in lieu of the enforcement measures prescribed in Subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this
Section, the Director may assess and require the payment of civil penalties by permittees as follows:
SECTION VIOLATED

PENALTY

5-184.13(a)

$200.00

5-184.13(b)

$150.00

5-184.13(c)

$125.00

5-184.14(a)

$120.00

5-184.14(b)

$120.00

5-184.14(c)

$120.00

5-184.15

$500.00

(f)
The Director or his designee, with the assistance of the Police Department, if necessary, is authorized and
empowered to take any measures reasonably necessary to effect the closing or otherwise prevent the operation of
any business or establishment which the Director finds to operate or conduct business in violation of this
Division:
(1)
When the Director, after notice and opportunity for hearing, has made an order suspending or revoking a
massage establishment license; or
(2)
When the Director determines that a business is a massage establishment required to be licensed, gives notice of
that order or determination and directs the business to comply with this Division, and the business or its owners
or principals fails to comply.
(g)
The Director, without limitation, may take the following measures:
(1)
Lock or secure the premises of the establishment or business or otherwise deny entry thereto;
(2)
Seize the premises of the establishment and its furniture, equipment, books, and records;
(3)
Order the premises to be vacated and post therein and on the exterior thereof notices that the business is closed
by order of the Director and that no person is to enter the premises without permission of the Director or the
Chief of Police.
(CB-49-1981; CB-122-1984)
Sec. 5-184.19. - Inspections and audits; records to be kept.
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(a)
The Director or his designee shall at regular intervals inspect the premises of every massage establishment and
other business offering or performing massages to determine that it is operated in compliance with this Division.
If a properly identified inspector or officer is denied entry to any massage establishment or other business at any
reasonable time, the Director shall immediately suspend the license of the massage establishment or the use and
occupancy permit of the business, give notice of the suspension, take steps to effect the closing of the
establishment or business, and forthwith hold a hearing before the Director or his designee to determine whether
the license or use and occupancy permit should be reinstated, permanently revoked, or continue to be suspended,
as the Director may determine to be appropriate.
(b)
The Director or his designee may request the Director of Finance or his designee to inspect and audit the
financial books and records of all massage establishments and of all businesses which perform massages,
without regard to whether the business is required to be licensed pursuant to this Division, to determine the
continuing compliance of all businesses offering or performing massages with the provisions of this Division.
The Director or his designee shall give written notice of the Department's intent to inspect books and records to
the massage establishment or other business. The notice shall state the date, time and place of the audit. The
massage establishment or other business shall produce its books and records at that time and place. If the
massage establishment or other business or its owners or principals unreasonably refuse or fail to produce the
books and records after notice, the Director shall immediately suspend the license of the massage establishment
or the use and occupancy permit of the business, give notice of the suspension, take steps to effect the closing of
the establishment or business, and forthwith hold a hearing, upon due notice before the Director or his designee,
to determine whether the license or use and occupancy permit should be reinstated, permanently revoked, or
continue suspended, as the Director may determine to be appropriate.
(c)
Every massage establishment licensee shall prepare and submit to the Director annually with his application for
license renewal a certified financial statement, including a statement of income by sources and a statement of
financial condition with respect to the licensed establishment for the year prior to the date upon which the
licensee submits his application for license renewal.
(d)
Every massage establishment and every establishment which offers to perform or performs massages as defined
in Section 5-184.02, shall maintain complete and accurate books and records of the income of the establishment
and the income of any persons who offer to render or render services within that establishment, setting out with
simplicity the items of services or goods which generate the income of the establishment or the income of
persons associated with the establishment.
(CB-49-1981)
SUBDIVISION 6. - APPEALS.
Sec. 5-184.20. - Appeals from determinations of Director.
Any person aggrieved by an act or determination of the Director pursuant to this Division, including, but not
limited to, suspension or revocation of any license, or a determination that a business is a massage establishment
required to be licensed, may appeal such act or determination to the Prince George's County Board of
Administrative Appeals within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of notice of the act or determination of the
Director. When the Director has conducted a hearing and issued an order, the Board of Administrative Appeals
shall review the record of the proceedings before the Director. The Board may reverse, modify or remand the
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decision of the Director only if the decision of the Director is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and capricious, or
unsupported by any substantial evidence.
(CB-49-1981; CB-122-1984)
Sec. 5-184.21. - Appeals from the Board of Administrative Appeals.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Appeals pursuant to Section 5-184.20 herein may appeal that
decision to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall proceed in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 1100, Subtitle B, Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-49-1981)
SUBDIVISION 7. - NUISANCES; ABATEMENT.
Sec. 5-184.22. - Nuisances and abatement.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland declares that the operation of massage establishments
in violation of this Division causes and threatens real and substantial injury to the public health, safety, welfare
and morals and that the operation of massage establishments in violation of the provisions of this Division
constitutes a public nuisance. In addition to the other remedies prescribed in this Division, the County, by the
Office of Law, may bring equitable actions to abate such public nuisances.
(CB-49-1981)
Sec. 5-184.23. through Sec. 5-184.29. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9B. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5-184.30. through Sec. 5-184.35. - Reserved.
DIVISION 10. - MOTOR VEHICLE RACES.
Sec. 5-185. - Permit required for motor racing.
No person shall conduct a drag strip, motorcycle race, automobile race or like operation to which the public is
invited or admitted, with or without charge for such admission, without first obtaining a written permit from the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(Ord. Res. 1967, Sec. 12-6; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-186. - Permit application; fee.
(a)
Any person desiring a permit under this Division shall submit, in triplicate, an application to the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, signed by the owner of the property, setting out the events intended to
be held, the dates of each event and the capacity of the public to be served. Such person shall submit a plat of the
property along with a map setting out the street location and indicating on the plat the nearest buildings.
(b)
The cost of the permit shall be One Dollar ($1.00) for each day of the year that the permittee intends to hold an
event, or the permittee may pay an annual fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
(Ord. Res. 1967, Sec. 12-6; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-187. - Hearing; advertisement; issuance of permit.
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(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall hold a public hearing on the application prior
to its approval. In such event the notice of such hearing shall be advertised in a newspaper having general
circulation in the County once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the hearing.
(b)
The applicant shall pay the costs of advertising for such public hearing.
(c)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may approve and issue such permit, unless it finds
that the proposed use of the property will cause a traffic problem detrimental to the use of the general public or
that the noise created by the event is an unreasonable invasion on the adjoining property owners, or for other
reason that might jeopardize the health, safety or welfare of the area or the County.
(Ord. Res. 1967, Sec. 12-6; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-188. - Permit term; renewal.
(a)
The permit issued pursuant to this Division shall be valid for a period of one (1) year from issuance and may be
renewed without a public hearing from year to year upon the payment of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) for each
event to be held during the year or the annual fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
(b)
No application shall be filed or considered for a particular location under this Division for a period of one (1)
year from the date the original application was denied by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement.
(Ord. Res. 1967, Sec. 12-6; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-189. - Reserved.
DIVISION 11. - MOBILE UNITS - FOOD TRUCK HUBS.
Sec. 5-189.01. - Definitions.
(a)
Food Truck Hub means an outdoor area (unenclosed space) with an approved application certified by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement as provided in Section 5-189.03 in which two or more
mobile units as defined by Section 12-104(a)(13) may cluster in order to primarily sell freshly prepared foods or
fresh fruits and vegetables. Mobile Units primarily selling pre-packaged foods are prohibited from a Food Truck
Hub. A Food Truck Hub shall only be located on the open area or parking lot or public rights-of-way of the
following: parks and recreational facilities under the operation and control of the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, or areas within a one-quarter mile radius of the station entrance of any Metro
and MARC stations. Food Truck Hubs not located in these areas may be granted special authorization by
resolution of the Council, upon notice and public hearing. Mobile units may not park overnight at a Food Truck
Hub.
(b)
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Coordinator means the applicant for the Food Truck Hub License which may be a non-profit, governmental, or a
private entity.
(CB-16-2015)
Editor's note— CR-15-2015 established the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to provide continuing
oversight and support of the Food Truck Hub Program.
Sec. 5-189.02. - Duration of license; renewal.
(a)
The Food Truck Hub License shall be issued on an annual basis with receipt of a completed application. The
license may be renewed, pending receipt of a new completed application and verification that no outstanding
violations are on file for the Food Truck Hub.
(CB-16-2015; CB-37-2019)
Editor's note— CR-15-2015 established the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to provide continuing
oversight and support of the Food Truck Hub Program.
Section 3 of CB-8-2018 limits the number of Food Truck Hub licenses to twelve (12) for the first year of
implementation, which can be revisited after one-year of operation to determine if additional Food Truck Hub
venues need to be added within the County per recommendation of the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to
the County Council. Three of the licenses are reserved for locations near metro stations at Suitland and New
Carrollton and the parking lot at the Shops at Iverson Mall to ensure that food truck hubs occur throughout the
County. Licenses shall not be allocated within one quarter mile of the entrance of metro stations at Largo Town
Center, Prince George's Plaza, Branch Avenue, and West Hyattsville.
Sec. 5-189.03. - License Application.
(a)
The license application for a Food Truck Hub shall be made by a coordinator and shall include:
(1)
A suitable site layout showing all existing improvements on the property, restroom facilities for participating
vendors either on location or within the immediate area, off-street parking areas and driveways (including traffic
control patterns), and the specific area (dimensioned) of the property to be occupied by the Food Truck Hub or if
located within a parking lot, the Food Truck Hub application shall include a letter from the property owner
stating that parking is available for Food Truck Hub patrons.
(2)
A letter of support from the municipality for the Food Truck Hub, if the property to be occupied by the Food
Truck Hub is located within the corporate boundaries of a municipality, or if not in a municipality, a letter of
support from the Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation.
(3)
Permission of the property owner where the Food Truck Hub will be located with a copy of the existing site
plan. If the Food Truck Hub is located on the public right-of-way, a letter of permission is also required from the
municipality, the County, or the State that is the record property owner of the right-of-way.
(4)
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Schedule of specific operational days and hours , to begin no earlier than 6:00 a.m. and end no later than 9:00
p.m., unless the applicant provides a letter of support from the municipality or the Prince George's County
Economic Development Corporation, as appropriate, as well as a letter signed by the Council Member for the
area of the Food Truck Hub authorizing that Food Truck Hub to operate until, but no later than, 12:00 a.m.
(5)
The number of mobile units on a given day.
(CB-16-2015; CB-48-2016)
Editor's note— CR-15-2015 established the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to provide continuing
oversight and support of the Food Truck Hub Program.
Section 3 of CB-8-2018 limits the number of Food Truck Hub licenses to twelve (12) for the first year of
implementation, which can be revisited after one-year of operation to determine if additional Food Truck Hub
venues need to be added within the County per recommendation of the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to
the County Council. Three of the licenses are reserved for locations near metro stations at Suitland and New
Carrollton and the parking lot at the Shops at Iverson Mall to ensure that food truck hubs occur throughout the
County. Licenses shall not be allocated within one quarter mile of the entrance of metro stations at Largo Town
Center, Prince George's Plaza, Branch Avenue, and West Hyattsville.
Sec. 5-189.04. - Duties and Responsibilities of a Coordinator.
(a)
A Coordinator shall:
(1)
Compile and provide to the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement for enforcement purposes
per Subtitle a comprehensive list of licensed vendors that comprise a specific Food Truck Hub to include each
participating vendor's Tax Identification Number, County license, Health Department certification and
demonstrated proof that a participating vendor has no outstanding notice of violations.
(2)
Report a change in vendor participation to the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement through
written communication within 24 hours before or after of such change, and include each new participating
vendor's Tax Identification Number, County license, Health Department certification and demonstrated proof
that said vendor has no outstanding violations.
(3)
Report an unlicensed vendor to the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement for appropriate
enforcement action per Subtitle.
(4)
Ensure that only vendors included on the Food Truck Hub participating Vendors' List submitted to the
Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement are on-site selling products.
(5)
Ensure that the Food Truck Hub remains free of trash by providing adequate trash receptacles, including
recycling receptacles, and that said receptacles are emptied on a daily basis to prevent trash build-up, rodent
550/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

infestation and other health-related concerns.
(6)
Ensure that Food Truck Hub signage at the site shall be minimal and limited to one sign no larger than 4 × 6 feet.
No signage advertising the food truck hub shall be permitted beyond a sign at the site.
(CB-16-2015)
Editor's note— CR-15-2015 established the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to provide continuing
oversight and support of the Food Truck Hub Program.
Sec. 5-189.05. - Violation and Revocation.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may immediately revoke the permit if the Food
Truck Hub constitutes a nuisance because of noise, traffic, physical activity, public safety, or for other good
cause.
(b)
Should the Coordinator fail to ensure the daily disposal of trash and further fail to prevent trash from being
strewn throughout the immediate area of the Food Truck Hub, the Coordinator, as the Food Truck hub
representative, shall be subject to a citation that carries with it a fine of $500 for the first offense, and a fine of
$1,000 for each subsequent citation as per Subtitle 13, Section 246.
(c)
The Department of Permitting, inspections and Enforcement has the authority to revoke the license of a Food
Truck Hub vendor if the vendor constitutes a nuisance because of noise, traffic, physical activity, public safety or
for other good cause per Subtitle 13, Section 246.
(CB-16-2015)
Editor's note— CR-15-2015 established the Food Truck Hub Oversight Committee to provide continuing
oversight and support of the Food Truck Hub Program.
DIVISION 12. - PEDDLERS AND ITINERANT VENDORS.
Sec. 5-190. - License required; payment; contents; term; and basis for refusal of license; applicability.
(a)
No person, his agents or employees, shall sell, barter or trade or offer or expose for sale, barter or trade in or
upon any street or highway in the County, or go from house to house, either on foot, or with a horse or other
beast of burden, or with a wagon, or motor vehicle, or other conveyance whatsoever, upon the streets or
highways in the County, selling, bartering or trading or offering to sell, barter or trade, or shall sell, barter or
trade or offer to sell, barter or trade at or from any roadside stand or roadside market upon any street or highway
in the County, any produce, products or merchandise whatsoever without each such person having previously
obtained a license from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
No person, his agents or employees, shall sell, barter or trade or offer or expose for sale, barter or trade in or
upon the premises of the Professional NFL Stadium (the "NFL Stadium"), or a radius within two (2) miles of the
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middle of the fifty (50) yard line thereof (the "NFL Stadium Event Zone"), any products or merchandise relating
to an event held at the NFL Stadium whatsoever without each person having previously obtained a license from
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. There shall be a category of licenses called NFL
Stadium Event Licenses specifically established for the vending of goods, tickets, parking passes, products and
merchandise relating to events authorized and conducted at the NFL Stadium and in the NFL Stadium Enterprise
Zone. NFL Stadium Event Licenses may be issued by the Director upon application of an approved event
operator and may be granted individually or in multiple allotments, and for such duration not exceeding one (1)
year as the Director in his sound discretion from time to time shall agree. Licenses issued pursuant to this
Subsection shall conform to the requirements in Subsection (c) and shall be exempt from the requirements of
Subsection (d). Licenses issued in multiple allotments may be distributed by the applicant to its agents and
employees provided, however, that the applicant shall maintain a list in a form acceptable to the Director of all
persons to whom such licenses are provided.
(c)
Payment for such license shall be made to the Office of Finance. The license shall contain a 2" × 2" recent and
clear photograph showing the head and shoulders of the licensee, a physical description of the licensee and the
purpose for which the license was issued. The license shall be laminated and shall be worn by the licensee in
such a manner as to be clearly visible to all. A mobile vendor shall display a mobile vendor license decal
provided by the Director on both the driver and passenger sides of the vehicle used for vending.
(d)
The license shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance, except as provided in (g), below.
(e)
The Director may refuse to issue a license upon application where the Director finds after reasonable
investigation, that the applicant has had a license revoked within the past three (3) years or is not of good moral
character pursuant to the criteria set out in Section 5-204 of this Code.
(f)
No license shall be issued after January 1, 1997, to any hawker, peddler, or itinerant vendor unless:
(1)
The application is for the renewal of an existing license; or
(2)
The application is for the issuance or renewal of a license for a mobile vendor as defined in Subsection (h).
(g)
Except as provided in Subsections (b) and (f), all licenses shall expire on January 1, 1999, and no new licenses
shall be issued after that date.
(h)
In this Division, "Mobile Vendor" means a person who predominantly sells:
(1)
pre-prepared and prewrapped ice cream, ice cream products, or other frozen novelties, fresh fruit, or sealed
single-serving containers of soft drinks, juice, or other nonalcoholic beverages from a motor vehicle operating
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with a National Sanitation Foundation approved cold plate freezer system temporarily stopped in the right-ofway; or
(2)
pre-packaged groceries including but not limited to: dry goods, pantry staples, fresh fruits and vegetables (prepacked or not), dairy products, proteins, prepacked and uncooked meats from a mobile food service facility or
producer mobile farmer's market unit approved and inspected by the State or County Department of Health and
affiliated with an entity providing mobile grocery options in targeted areas of the County.
(i)
Applicability. This Section shall not apply to mobile units that are authorized as participants of a designated
Food Truck Hub as defined by Section 5-189.01 of this Code.
(Laws 1904, ch. 297; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 439; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 701; Laws 1937, ch. 472, Sec. 701;
1943 Code, Sec. 948; 1953 Code, Sec. 1067; Laws 1966, ch. 457, Sec. 1; CB-121-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-101985; CB-29-1995; CB-16-1996; CB-106-1997; CB-22-2001; CB-26-2009; CB-18-2013; CB-16-2015; CB-282021)
Sec. 5-191. - License fees.
(a)
For licenses issued under this Division to hawkers, peddlers or itinerant vendors in the County, the fee shall be
as prescribed in the Table of Fees. This fee shall be collected by the Director of Finance.
(b)
The fee for duplicate licenses issued under this Division shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees and such fee
shall be collected by the Director of Finance.
(Laws 1892, ch. 410; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 438; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 700; Laws 1937, ch. 432, Sec. 700;
Laws 1939, ch. 159; 1943 Code, Sec. 946; 1953 Code, Sec. 1065; Laws 166, ch. 457, Sec. 1; CB-10-1985; CB41-2015)
Sec. 5-192. - License; application.
(a)
Application for a vendor's license shall be made upon a form prescribed by the Director of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
In addition to such other information as the Director may reasonably deem necessary for purposes of the
implementation, administration and enforcement of this Division, the application shall state or be accompanied
by the following:
(1)
The name, local and permanent address, age, weight, height, color of hair and eyes, and any other distinguishing
physical characteristics of the applicant;
(2)
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The nature of the goods, wares, services, and/or merchandise to be offered for sale;
(3)
The name and address of the applicant's employer and/or organization, if applicable;
(4)
Two prints of a recent and clear photograph, 2" × 2" in size, showing the head and shoulders of the applicant;
(5)
If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the same, together with the license tag number and the State in which
the vehicle is registered;
(6)
A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor, and; if so, the
nature of the offense, when and where convicted, and the penalty or punishment imposed therefor;
(7)
The names of at least two (2) references, unrelated to the applicant, who will certify as to the applicant's good
character and business responsibility; and
(8)
The name and address of a person resident in the County designated by the applicant as authorized to accept all
lawful processes in any action or proceeding instituted, filed, or pending against the applicant with respect to the
application of any provisions of this Division.
(9)
For a mobile vendor license under Section 5-190(h)(2), a description of the areas in the County targeted for
mobile food vending. Targeted areas shall include Healthy Food Priority Areas as designated on the Prince
George's County Healthy Food Priority Area Map and any other authorized food truck locations under the
County Code.
(c)
Every application shall be signed and certified that the information given thereon is true and correct. The
signature shall be that of the applicant.
(Laws 1904, ch. 297; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 439; PLL 190, Art. 17, Sec. 701; Laws 1937, ch. 472, Sec. 701;
1943 Code, Sec. 948; 1953 Code, Sec. 1067; Laws 1966, ch. 457, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-10-1985; CB-291995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013; CB-28-2021)
Sec. 5-193. - Reserved.
Sec. 5-193.01. - Prohibited sales, solicitations and distributions in roadway(s) and certain other portions of the
right-of-way.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, by its officers, agents or employees, to sell or to attempt
to sell goods, wares or merchandise of any description to, or to solicit or accept any donation from, or to
554/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

distribute printed matter or materials of any description to, any occupant of a motor vehicle when said motor
vehicle is in a roadway, as defined under the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, it shall be unlawful for any hawker, peddler, roadside
vendor, huckster, itinerant vendor, or any other person to sell, attempt to sell, or display for sale any goods,
wares, merchandise, or other items of any description while upon the right-of-way, or from a vehicle upon the
right-of-way except for the following:
(1)
Automotive equipment to the owner or occupant of a vehicle disabled in a roadside emergency;
(2)
Live or cut flowers, plants, artificial flowers (and including crosses or other adornments for graveside use);
(3)
Fruits, vegetables, or other agricultural products;
(4)
Baked goods;
(5)
Fish or shellfish;
(6)
Any meat or meat product, cooked and offered for immediate consumption;
(7)
Gum or candy; chips or other edible goods offered in individual servings for immediate consumption;
(8)
Individual cans, bottles, or other single serving containers of soft drinks, juice, or other nonalcoholic beverages;
(9)
Ice cream, ice cream products, or other frozen novelties.
(10)
Goods licensed for sale pursuant to a Stadium Event License along roadways appurtenant to parking lots at the
Stadium.
(11)
Mobile units that are authorized as participants of a designated Food Truck Hub as defined by Section 5-189.01.
(c)
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It shall be unlawful for any hawker, peddler, roadside vendor, huckster, itinerant vendor, or any other person to
sell, attempt to sell, or display for sale any goods, wares, merchandise, or other items of any description, with the
exception of (b)(1), above, while upon the right-of-way of a road designated a "Gateway Road" by resolution of
the County Council.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any hawker or peddler to park on public rights-of-way to sell, or attempt to sell goods,
wares, or merchandise of any description from a motor vehicle, vehicle or stand when:
(1)
Within one hundred (100) yards of an intersection of two roads.
(2)
Within one hundred (100) yards of the vehicular entrance to or exit from a public school.
(3)
Within one hundred (100) yards of a vehicular entrance to or exit from a shopping center as defined in the
Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, or entrance to or exit from said shopping center's parking lot.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any mobile vendor to park on public rights-of-way to sell, or attempt to sell, goods,
wares, or merchandise of any description from a motor vehicle, vehicle, or stand when:
(1)
Within twenty-five (25) feet of an intersection of two roads;
(2)
Within one hundred (100) yards of the vehicular entrance to or exit from a public school;
(3)
Within one hundred (100) yards of a vehicular entrance to or exit from a shopping center as defined in the
Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, or entrance to or exit from said shopping center's parking lot.
(f)
It shall be unlawful for any hawker, peddler, or itinerant vendor to sell or offer for sale on a public right-of-way
any goods, wares, or merchandise which are displayed separately and apart from his parked motor vehicle or
vehicle except for those items described in Subsection (b), above.
(g)
It shall be unlawful for any mobile vendor to park on public rights-of-way to sell, or attempt to sell, goods,
wares, or merchandise of any description from a motor vehicle except:
(1)
While remaining in the motor vehicle with the motor running and emergency flasher light operating; and
(2)
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For a period of less than ten minutes.
(h)
Any person who violates the provisions of Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), or (f) of this Section shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not less than Two Hundred and Fifty
Dollars ($250.00), for the first offense; Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), for the second offense; Seven Hundred
and Fifty Dollars ($750.00), for the third offense; and Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($750.00), for each
subsequent offense.
(CB-163-1975; CB-87-1976; CB-106-1978; CB-10-1985; CB-91-1987; CB-16-1996; CB-106-1997; CB-262009; CB-16-2015; CB-55-2018; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— CR-15-1996 designated Maryland Routes 4, 5, 214, 210 and its service roadway, 202, and
3/301 as Gateway Roads.
CR-54-1998 designated a portion of Suitland Road as a Gateway Road.
Sec. 5-193.02. - Prohibited sales, solicitations, and distributions to minors.
(a)
In addition to Section 5-193.01 it shall be unlawful for any hawker or peddler to solicit, sell, or display to minors
any of the following items:
(1)
Any item which is prohibited by Federal, State, County, or municipal laws to be sold or displayed to minors.
(2)
Any item or items which the vendor knows or should know will be used for illegal purposes. Any item which
can reasonably be expected to be used for inhaling, smoking, or administering drugs into the body shall be
presumed to be an item to be used for an illegal purpose.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any hawker or peddler to solicit or sell to minors any item before the hour of 10:00 A.M.
on any day that public schools are in session.
(c)
Any person who violates the provisions of Subsection (a) of this Section shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not less than Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars
($250.00) nor more than Seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($750.00).
(CB-121-1978; CB-76-1983; CB-55-2018)
Sec. 5-193.03. - Fines; revocation of licenses; appeal.
(a)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may revoke a license issued under the provisions of
this Division for the violation of or failure to pay any assessed fine for any violation of the provisions of this
Division or upon the conviction of any crime which is a violation of this Division or is a basis for denial of a
license as set forth in Section 5-190(d).
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(b)
Prior to the revocation of a license, the Director shall give a written notice to the licensee, by mail to the address
set forth in the license application or the licensee's last known address, setting forth the basis of the revocation
and a date, time, and place where a hearing will be held thereon. The Director shall render a written decision
within thirty (30) days of the hearing based upon the record compiled.
(c)
Any person whose license is revoked may appeal the decision of the Director to the Board of Administrative
Appeals for Prince George's County within ten (10) calendar days after the date of such decision.
(CB-121-1978; CB-10-1985; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-193.04. - Violations of law and monetary fines.
(a)
Any person who shall sell, barter, or trade or offer or expose for sale, barter or trade in or upon any street or
highway in the County, or go from house to house, either on foot, or with a horse or other beast of burden, or
with a wagon, or motor vehicle, or other conveyance whatsoever, upon the streets or highways in the County
selling, bartering or trading or offering to sell, barter or trade, or from any roadside stand or roadside market
upon any street or highway in the County, any items except those expressly permitted by Section 5-193.01(b)(1)
who operates in violation of this Subtitle, or who knowingly directs or authorizes another person as an agent to
do so, shall, upon citation issued by the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or police officer,
be deemed to have committed a violation of this Subtitle and shall pay the County a monetary fine of Two
Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each violation. Each separate day the violation remains uncorrected is a separate
and distinct violation subject to an additional citation and fine. Fines for violations within the NFL Stadium
Event Zone on the day of an approved event or the twenty-four (24) hour period preceding same shall be subject
to a monetary fine of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each violation.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall deliver or mail a citation to the responsible
party(ies). The citation shall serve as the notification to the person that he has committed a civil violation and
that he has been assessed a monetary fine, the nonpayment of which, in the absence of a successful appeal, shall
result, where applicable, in the immediate revocation of the person's license.
(c)
A person who receives a citation may file with the Director a written notice of request for a hearing on the
citation within five (5) days of the issuance of the citation. The Director shall render a decision within thirty (30)
days of the hearing based upon the record compiled.
(CB-10-1985; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-26-2009; CB-18-2013; CB-55-2018)
Sec. 5-193.05. - Removal of goods.
(a)
Any person selling or displaying goods in violation of this Division shall immediately desist from such sale or
display and remove the goods and all equipment used for the sale, display, or storage of such goods from the
right-of-way and surrounding vicinity upon the direction of a police officer or a representative of the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If the person fails to obey said direction or thereafter sells or
displays such goods in violation of this Division, the equipment and goods shall be removed by a police officer
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or department representative and taken to a designated County facility. A violator shall also be subject to
applicable criminal sanctions for refusing to obey the lawful directions of a police officer.
(b)
Goods and equipment removed pursuant to this provision may be claimed by their owner on the next business
day or within 15 days thereafter upon payment of any assessed storage fees and any fine which has not been
appealed pursuant to this Division. Any goods or equipment not claimed by the owner within 15 days shall be
deemed abandoned and shall become the property of the County to be disposed of in accordance with law.
(c)
The County shall have no responsibility to preserve or protect any equipment or goods removed under this
Section.
(CB-91-1987; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-26-2009; CB-18-2013)
DIVISION 13. - PICNICS.
Sec. 5-194. - Picnic permit required.
No person shall hold any picnic, dance, soiree, or other entertainment out of doors in the County, to which the
general public are admitted, without having first obtained a permit or license from the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(Laws 1914, ch. 640, Section 1; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Section 849; 1943 Code, Section 1132; 1953 Code, Section
1253; PLL 1963, Section 60-1; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-195. - Rules and regulations; fees.
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall, subject to the approval of the County
Council, issue licenses and prescribe reasonable rules and regulations in connection with any license issued
under Section 5-194 as may seem right and proper and require the payment of reasonable fees therefor.
(Laws 1914, ch. 640, Section 2; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Section 850; 1943 Code, Section 1133; 1953 Code, Section
1254; PLL 1963, Section 60-2; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-196. - Penalty.
Any person, who shall violate any of the provisions of this Division shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for each offense.
(PLL 1963, Section 60-3)
DIVISION 14. - PUBLIC DANCES.
Sec. 5-196.01. - Legislative Intent.
(a)
The purpose and intent of this legislation is to regulate dance hall premises, licensee, owner, lessor, operator,
manager, promoter and patron by establishing license requirements and penalties for violators by repealing and
reenacting with amendments relevant provisions of the County Code to establish reasonable and uniform laws to
promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the County and to prevent or control
detrimental effects upon neighboring properties and existing and proposed land uses in the general area.
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(b)
The provisions of this law are in response to violent crimes taking place in or in close proximity to adult dance
halls or teen dance halls throughout the County.
(c)
The provisions of the Prince George's County Code have neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a limitation
or restriction on legal conduct. Banquet hall and catering establishment business uses that were: (1) validly
operating as of June 1, 2017; (2) is located on a site with a total land area of at least eight (8) acres and is splitzoned with a partial zoning classification within the C-M (Commercial Miscellaneous) Zone, or IS LOCATED
on property consisting of at least fifty (50) acres in the R-A (Residential Agricultural) Zone where the use was
developed as part of a phased, planned development of a religious institution campus; and (3) with a valid,
current Class B ("BCE") license issued by the Board of License Commissioners for Prince George's County
pursuant to Title 26 of the Alcoholic Beverages Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, shall be exempt from the
licensing requirements set forth in this Division.
(CB-18-2011; CB-104-2017)
Sec. 5-197. - Definitions.
(a)
The following words, as used in this Division, shall for the purpose of this Division, have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them in this Section:
(1)
Administrative Board shall mean the entity that conducts an administrative hearing comprised of the Director of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or their designee, the Chief of Police or their designee, and the Chief
of the Fire/EMS Department or their designee.
(2)
Adult dance hall shall be construed to mean any road house, restaurant, lunchroom, cafe, inn, hotel, nightclub,
club or any establishment or premises for persons twenty-one years of age or older where public dancing is
permitted for profit. An owner, lessor, operator, manager, promoter or licensee of an adult dance hall may not
allow an individual who is under the age of twenty-one years on the premises for which the permit is issued,
unless the individual is employed by or is an immediate family member of the owner, lessor, operator, manager,
promoter or licensee.
(3)
Director shall mean the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee, unless
otherwise specified.
(4)
Police Department shall mean the Prince George's County Police Department.
(5)
Police Chief shall mean the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(6)
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Police Officer shall mean a sworn member of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(7)
Private club shall mean an establishment providing facilities for entertainment or recreation for only bona fide
members and guests, and not operated for profit nor generally open to the public.
(8)
Promoter shall mean a person or a business that makes arrangements for events for or not for profit.
(9)
Public dance shall mean an event to which the general public is invited, with or without an admission fee, at
which live or recorded music is played; attendees are allowed or encouraged to dance; and the purpose or goal of
the event is to make a profit for the lessee, operator, manager, licensee, holder, owner, promoter, person in
charge or person in apparent charge of the event. A public dance is not a benefit performance as defined under
Subtitle 5, Division 2, of this Code.
(10)
Public nuisance shall be construed to mean anything that endangers life or health, obstructs the quiet enjoyment
and reasonable use of the property of persons in a particular area.
(11)
Teen Dance Hall shall be construed to mean any road house, restaurant, lunchroom, cafe, inn, hotel, nightclub,
club or any establishment or premises for persons under twenty-one years of age where public dancing is
permitted for profit. An owner, lessor, operator, manager, promoter or licensee of a teen dance hall may not
allow an individual who is under the age of eighteen years on the premises for which the permit is issued, unless
the individual is employed by or is an immediate family member of the owner, lessor, operator, manager,
promoter or licensee. A teen dance hall may not serve alcohol nor allow persons to bring alcohol onto the
premises or into the venue.
(CB-69-1976; CB-67-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-198. - License required; fee; and insurance.
(a)
It is unlawful for any person to maintain or operate a dance hall without first obtaining a license from the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. It is unlawful to operate a public dance in any place
other than a licensed adult dance hall or teen dance hall.
(b)
The nonrefundable annual license fee for adult dance halls shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees. The
nonrefundable annual license fee for teen dance halls shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees. The County
Council finds that the license fee established for adult dance halls and teen dance halls in this ordinance is based
on the estimated cost of implementation, administration, and enforcement of the licensing program. The adult
dance hall and teen dance hall license shall be applied for annually.
(c)
The County Police Department shall conduct background investigations of all persons seeking to obtain an
initial license or renewal license to maintain or operate an adult dance hall or teen dance hall. An application
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shall be denied if persons seeking to obtain a license have been convicted of a felony, violating any Federal or
State laws relating to offenses involving moral turpitude, or crimes involving financial misrepresentations.
(d)
No license issued under this Division shall be transferred or assigned to any person other than the person and or
establishment to whom it was issued.
(e)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, before issuing or renewing a
license, shall require documentation of bodily injury liability insurance, property damage liability insurance, or
the equivalent self-insurance. The applicant shall provide proof of insurance prior to the issuance of a license.
Said bodily injury liability insurance, property damage liability insurance, or the equivalent self-insurance, shall
be commensurate with the mandatory minimum required by law for the establishment.
(f)
If, during the period for which a license is issued, there is any change in the factual information furnished by the
licensee to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement under Section 5-198 or Section 5-199 of
this Division, such change shall be fully, truly, and promptly communicated by the licensee to the Director of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in writing, within 30 calendar days of the change, upon a form
provided by the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for that purpose.
(CB-69-1976; CB-49-1984; CB-67-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 5-199. - License application.
(a)
Before any license shall be granted under the provisions of this Division, applications shall be made in writing to
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement on forms provided by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Copies shall be transmitted by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement to the Police Department and the Fire/EMS Department.
(b)
Before any application for an initial license or renewal shall be granted for a proposed adult dance hall or teen
dance hall to be located inside of or within one-half mile of the boundaries of an incorporated municipality, the
Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or their designee shall notify the
governing body of the municipality of the pending application within fourteen (14) days of receipt of the
application. The municipality shall have forty-five (45) calendar days for review, comment, and to hold a public
hearing at the option of the municipality. If the proposed adult dance hall or teen dance hall lies within a
municipality and is also within one-half mile of one or more other municipalities, the public hearing may only be
held by the municipality within which the proposed adult dance hall or teen dance hall is located, with notice
given to any affected municipality. If the proposed adult dance hall or teen dance hall is to be located within an
unincorporated area, but is within one-half mile of two or more municipalities, the affected municipalities may
hold a joint public hearing at their option. The municipality(ies) may recommend denial of the license after
conducting a public hearing, upon a finding that the grant of the license would pose a threat to the peace and
safety of the surrounding area or adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare. If the municipality(ies)
recommends denial, such license shall not be granted. The cost of any public hearing held by a municipality
shall be borne by the applicant.
(c)
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Before any application for an initial license or renewal shall be granted for a proposed adult dance hall or teen
dance hall, the applicant shall not be in violation of any licensing provision of the Prince George's County Code.
(d)
Before any application for an initial license or renewal shall be granted for a proposed adult dance hall or teen
dance hall, a security plan shall be submitted for review and approval of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department and the Fire/EMS Department. A security plan shall be
employed on the property owned or in control of by the licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, person in
charge or a person in apparent charge of the establishment and/or the property. The County approved security
plan shall be employed at all times when the premises are used as an adult dance hall or teen dance hall.
Security Plan shall mean a document prepared under the direction of the applicant which minimally includes but
is not limited to:
(1)
A plan for operable and recordable, indoor and outdoor, security surveillance cameras.
(2)
A parking plan.
(3)
A vehicular traffic flow management plan.
(4)
A lighting plan for the establishment and premises to include the parking lot(s) and all other portions of the
premises within 1,000 feet of an adult dance hall or teen dance hall.
(5)
A life safety and evacuation plan prepared by a certified fire protection engineer, if the calculated occupant load
exceeds two hundred and fifty persons.
(6)
A staffing plan for services provided which includes security staffing levels and responsibilities.
Such property includes, but is not limited to parking lots and areas within 1,000 feet of the adult dance hall or a
teen dance hall.
(e)
State or County certified private security officers wearing uniforms and bearing an identification card or sworn
off duty police officers shall patrol the premises to include the outer perimeter of an adult dance hall and teen
dance hall covering areas such as parking lots and areas within 1,000 feet of the establishment. Public safety
officers shall be granted a right of entry anytime during an event to ensure Code compliance.
(f)
Any party, including owners, lessors, operators, promoters, or persons in charge of or having apparent authority
of an adult dance hall or teen dance hall, upon being issued a violation, shall have the right to request an
administrative hearing comprised of the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
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or their designee, the Chief of the Police Department or their designee, and the Fire/EMS Department or their
designee, the Administrative Board, within 72 hours of the violation issuance. The Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department, and the Fire/EMS Department shall be authorized to
temporarily or permanently suspend or revoke a license upon issuance of a violation pending an administrative
hearing and any judicial appeal. Any party aggrieved by the suspension or revocation of a license by the
Administrative Board shall have the right to appeal to the Circuit Court. The enforcement action shall continue
or terminate according to the determination of the Administrative Board.
(g)
The Department of Environmental Services, the Police Department and the Fire/EMS Department shall establish
policies, rules, and procedures to implement this ordinance. Notwithstanding Sections 5-200(b)(c) (d) and (e)
and 5-200.01, when the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department or the
Fire/EMS Department determines that a violation of Section 5-200 or Section 5-200.01 has occurred with
respect to the use of any building, structure, or land, or there is a failure to obtain a use and occupancy permit, or
when a use and occupancy permit has been issued, or it is being used for another purpose or when this ordinance
has been violated, the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or their designee,
the Chief of the Police Department or their designee, or the Chief of the Fire/EMS Department or their designee
is authorized to suspend or revoke a license. The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or their designee, the Chief of the Police Department or their designee and the Chief of the
Fire/EMS Department or their designee are authorized to direct the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, the Police Department or the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department, respectively, to issue
a written violation notice directing that the violation cease and that all activities in the building, structure, and on
the land cease pending a hearing before the Administrative Board in accordance with Section 5-200 and 5200.01.
(h)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or their designee, the Chief of the Police Department
or their designee, or the Chief of the Fire/EMS Department or their designee shall provide the written violation
notice, issued pursuant to Section 5-200 and/or 5-200.01, to one or more of the following: the licensee, owner,
lessor, operators, promoters, or persons in charge of or in apparent charge of an adult dance hall or teen dance
hall. In the event that no person or no person representing entities set forth in this Section are present or any
person or any person representing entities set forth in this Section flees when the activity or activities take place
and the written violation notice is being issued, the written violation notice shall be posted on the building,
structure or on the land in which or upon which the activity or activities took place, directing that the violation
cease and that all activities in the building, structure, or on the land cease pending a hearing before the
Administrative Board. Posting of the issued written notice shall be deemed to be constructive notice to the
licensee, owner, lessor, operators, promoters, or persons in charge of an adult dance hall or teen dance hall.
(i)
For violations of Section 5-200 and/or 5-200.01, the licensee, owner, lessor, operators, promoters, or persons in
charge or in apparent charge of an adult dance hall or teen dance hall may request an administrative hearing in
writing within 72 hours of the violation notice before the Administrative Board. The Administrative Board shall
commence an administrative hearing within two days following receipt of the request for a hearing.
(j)
The Administrative Board shall provide a hearing on the record.
(k)
The enforcement action of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department
or the Fire/EMS Department shall not be stayed during the pendency of the administrative hearing.
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(l)
The Administrative Board shall render a decision on the enforcement action within two days after the conclusion
of the hearing on the record. The decision shall include findings of fact, whether there is a use and occupancy
permit; whether there was a use and occupancy permit that was used for another purpose; whether there is a
threat to the public health, safety and welfare; and whether the activity constitutes a continuing threat to the
public health, safety and welfare.
(m)
The Administrative Board may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, Police Department or the Fire/EMS Department, respectively, only if the decision
of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department or the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department, respectively, is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and capricious, or unsupported by
any substantial evidence.
(n)
The enforcement action of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department
or the Fire/EMS Department, respectively, shall terminate or continue according to the determination of the
Administrative Board. Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Administrative Board may appeal the decision
to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall proceed in accordance with the
provisions of Title 7 of the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-69-1976; CB-21-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-67-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-200. - Denial, suspension, revocation.
(a)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in consultation with the Police Department and the
Fire/EMS Department, as appropriate, shall have the authority to deny, suspend, or revoke any application or
license under the provisions of this Division and upon a violation of this Division.
(b)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or their designee, in consultation with the Chief of the
Police Department or their designee, and the Chief of the Fire/EMS Department or their designee, as
appropriate, shall notify in writing, the applicant or licensee, and providing the reasons for said denial,
suspension, or revocation. The written notice shall be served by delivery of said notice to all parties by
registered or certified mail.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by a decision or action of the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement with
respect to approval, denial, suspension, or revocation of an application or license shall have the right to appeal
any such decision to the Board of Appeals for Prince George's County within ten (10) calendar days after the
date of such decision. If the license is for, or exists on, premises located inside or within one-half mile of a
municipality, the municipality shall automatically be a party to any related proceeding and administrative
hearing and have the right to appeal therefrom. Additionally, the Board of Appeals for Prince George's County
shall notify, in writing, all adjacent property owners and any person who has filed a written complaint against
the applicant or licensee.
(d)
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In addition to the provisions of Section 5-200.01, the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, in
consultation with the Police Department and Fire/EMS Department, as appropriate, shall have the authority to
deny, suspend, or revoke a license if it is determined that exercise of the license proximately causes, gives rise,
or substantially contributes to a situation wherein the quiet enjoyment or use of property of persons in the
vicinity of the adult dance hall or teen dance hall is unreasonably obstructed or interfered with by arriving or
departing patrons of the adult dance hall or teen dance hall so as to constitute a continuing public nuisance or a
repeated disturbance to the public peace.
(e)
Notwithstanding Sections 5-200(b), (c) and (d), the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the
Police Department, and the Fire/EMS Department shall have the right to take all immediate and necessary action
to cease and desist the operation of an adult dance hall and a teen dance hall when an activity is found to pose a
threat to the peace and health, safety, and welfare of the public. Immediate and necessary action by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department, the Fire/EMS Department shall
include, but is not limited to: entering the building, structure, and land; securing the building, structure, and land;
removing the occupants of the building, structure, and land; and padlocking the building, structure, and land.
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department, and the Fire/EMS
Department shall be authorized to temporarily or permanently close an establishment pursuant to Section 5200(e) pending an administrative hearing by the Administrative Board and any judicial appeal.
(CB-69-1976; CB-21-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-67-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-200.01. - Violations.
(a)
It shall be considered to be a violation of this Division if:
(1)
Dancing is permitted between the hours of 2 A.M. and 11 A.M., or in violation of Section 5-198.
(2)
The Prince George's Health Department finds that noise levels emanating from a dance hall are in excess of 50
dBA at the property line between the adult dance hall or teen dance hall and adjoining residential zone, or 62
dBA at the property line between the dance hall and adjoining commercial zone, using a Type 2 or better sound
level meter in accordance with the definitions and measurement procedures as prescribed by the Maryland State
Environmental Health Administration Regulation 10.03.45, titled "Rules and Regulations Governing the Control
of Noise Pollution in the State of Maryland," provided that measurements may be conducted on properties
adjoining dance halls as well as at the property line.
(3)
A licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, person in charge, or person in apparent charge of an adult dance
hall or a teen dance hall permits any disorderly conduct or allows a public nuisance to exist on his property.
(4)
A private club holds public dances as evidenced by advertising to attract the general public for an admission fee
and the private club is not a nonprofit organization in possession of a valid County benefit performance permit
issued under the requirements of Subtitle 5, Division 2, of this Code.
(5)
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A licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, person in charge, or a person in apparent charge of an adult dance
hall or a teen dance hall that permits an activity prohibited by the security plan.
(6)
A licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, person in charge, or a person in apparent charge of an adult dance
hall or a teen dance hall that permits an activity that poses a threat to the health, safety and welfare of the public.
(7)
A licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, a person in charge, or a person in apparent charge of an adult
dance hall or a teen dance hall operates an adult dance hall or teen dance hall without the required license.
(CB-69-1976; CB-21-1979; CB-67-1994; CB-18-2011)
Sec. 5-200.02. - Compliance with applicable regulation.
No license shall be issued or renewed for an adult dance hall or a teen dance hall until applicable sanitary,
building code, housing code, fire prevention, zoning, business licensing, security plan and safety regulations of
Prince George's County are met.
(CB-69-1976; CB-67-1994; CB-18-2011)
Sec. 5-200.03. - Additional rules and regulations.
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department and the Fire/EMS
Department may hereby establish any additional rules and regulations in order to enforce the provisions of this
Division.
(CB-69-1976; CB-21-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-200.04. - Enforcement and penalty.
(a)
Any person who is a licensee, and/or owns, leases, operates, is in charge of or in apparent charge of an adult
dance hall or teen dance hall, or promotes a facility or event required to be licensed under this Division without
first having obtained a public dance license shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall
be subject to a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or incarceration up to six (6) months in jail,
or both such fine and imprisonment.
(b)
In lieu of a violation notice, the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, his
designees, or any sworn County police officer or Fire/EMS officer may issue a citation pursuant to Subtitle 28,
Division 3, to any person who is a licensee, and/or owns, leases, operates, is in charge or in apparent charge or
promotes any event or facility in violation of this Division. The citation shall serve as notification to the person
that he has committed a civil violation and must pay to the County a monetary fine, subject to the decision of the
Administrative Board and his right to trial under Section 28-257 of the County Code.
(c)
The person issued the civil citation shall be subject to a monetary fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for
each violation of this Division.
(d)
567/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Each day a violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to an additional citation and fine.
(e)
A licensee, owner, lessor, operator, promoter, a person in charge, or a person in apparent charge of an adult
dance hall or a teen dance hall found to have violated any provision of this Act shall be fined up to $1,000.00 or
may be sentenced to not more than six (6) months of imprisonment, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(f)
In addition to the other remedies provided herein, the County Attorney, on behalf of the County, may institute an
injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Division.
(CB-67-1994; CB-18-2011; CB-18-2013)
DIVISION 15. - DOOR-TO-DOOR SOLICITORS.
Sec. 5-201. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division, the following words shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this
Section, except where the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1)
Commercial establishment shall include integrated shopping centers, shopping centers and shopping center
parking lots.
(2)
Director means the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's duly authorized
representative.
(3)
Solicitor of a commercial establishment means any person who goes from place-to-place or door-to-door visiting
any commercial establishment for the purpose of:
(A)
Selling or accepting subscriptions or orders for any goods, wares, merchandise, or services for the personal use,
benefit, or pleasure of the owner or employees and not related to the business of the commercial establishment;
or
(B)
accepting or requesting donations for any charitable purpose.
(4)
Solicitor of a residential dwelling means any person who goes from place-to-place, house-to-house, or door-todoor visiting any residential dwelling for the purpose of:
(A)
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Selling or accepting subscriptions or orders for any goods, wares, merchandise, or services for the personal use,
benefit or pleasure of the owner or residents; or
(B)
Accepting or requesting donations for any charitable purpose.
(CB-119-1974; CB-72-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-202. - License required.
Any person who intends to act in the capacity of a solicitor shall, prior to entering into or upon any residential
dwelling or commercial establishment within the County to act in such capacity, obtain a license therefor from
the Director, except those persons, partnerships, or corporations specifically exempted under Sections 5-207.06
and 5-207.07 of this Division.
(CB-119-1974; CB-72-1977)
Sec. 5-203. - Application; door-to-door solicitor's license.
(a)
Application for a solicitor's license shall be made upon a form prescribed by the Director.
(b)
In addition to such other information as the Director may reasonably deem necessary for purposes of the
implementation, administration and enforcement of this Division, the application shall state or be accompanied
by the following:
(1)
The name, local and permanent address, age, weight, height, color of hair and eyes, and any other distinguishing
physical characteristics of the applicant;
(2)
The nature or purpose for which solicitations will be made and the nature of the goods, wares, service, and/or
merchandise offered for sale;
(3)
The name and address of the applicant's employer and/or organization represented; and if the organization is a
"charitable organization," as defined by Title 6, Business Regulation Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, a
statement that the organization has complied with the requirements of Title 6, Business Regulation Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland;
(4)
Two prints of a recent and clear photograph, 2" × 2" in size, showing the head and shoulders of the applicant;
(5)
If a vehicle is to be used in connection with soliciting, a description of the same, together with the license tag
number and the State in which the vehicle is registered;
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(6)
A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor, and; if so, the
nature of the offense, when and where convicted, and the penalty or punishment imposed therefor;
(7)
The names of at least two (2) references, unrelated to the applicant, who will certify as to the applicant's good
character and business responsibility; and,
(8)
The name and address of a person resident in the County designated by the applicant as authorized to accept all
lawful processes in any action or proceeding instituted, filed, or pending against the applicant with respect to the
application of any provision of this Division.
(c)
The applicant, at the discretion of the Director, shall be required to supply the credentials of the business to be
represented and evidence of the applicant's authorization to represent such business. Said credentials shall
include evidence that said business has complied with all State and local laws applicable to or governing the
operations and conduct of said business, including, but not limited to, the requirements of Article 23 of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(d)
The applicant, at the discretion of the Director, shall be required to furnish a copy of the receipt or contract to be
used in the course of solicitation to assure compliance with Section 5-207.04 of this Division.
(e)
Every application shall be signed and certified that the information given thereon is true and correct. The
signature shall be that of the applicant.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-204. - Issuance of license.
(a)
The Director, upon receipt of a completed application accompanied by the proper fee and delivery by the
applicant of the bond required under Section 5-206 of this Division, shall issue a license to the applicant, unless
the Director finds after reasonable investigation, that the applicant is not in compliance with the provisions of
this Division or is not of good moral character.
(b)
In determining good moral character, the reputation of the applicant, his original record, if any, and license
history in this and/or other jurisdictions shall be considered by the Director. Emphasis in reaching a decision on
moral character shall be given to any convictions for crimes of violence, sex offenses, violations of gaming,
narcotics, alcoholic beverage laws, and fraud. No person shall be denied a license solely on the grounds of
previous convictions or penal servitude, if, in fact, his record, conduct, and habits for a period of three (3) years
after conviction or release, whichever is later, indicate that he is a proper person to be licensed under the
standards of this Division.
(c)
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In determining qualifications for the issuance of a license, the Director shall consider past violations of this
Division and other State and local laws by the business to be represented, including, but not limited to,
compliance with cease and desist orders, orders for restitution, and other appropriate relief ordered against said
business.
(d)
Unless sooner suspended or revoked, a license issued under this Section shall expire one (1) calendar year from
the date of issuance and may be renewed in accordance with the provisions of Section 5-207.03 of this Division.
(e)
No license issued under this Division shall be transferred or assigned to any person other than the person to
whom it was issued.
(f)
If, during the period for which a license is issued, there is any change in the factual information furnished by the
licensee to the Director under Section 5-203(b), (1) through (8) inclusive of this Division, such change shall be
fully, truly, and promptly communicated by the licensee to the Director in writing, upon a form provided by the
Director for that purpose.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-205. - License: description; to be carried on person.
(a)
A license issued pursuant to this Division shall show the name and address of the solicitor, the name and address
of the business to be represented, the date of issuance and expiration of the license, and one (1) of the
photographs submitted by the licensee shall be attached to the license.
(b)
Every licensee shall carry his license with him at all times while engaged in soliciting and shall display said
license to the prospective buyer prior to making any solicitation. Every licensee shall permit any person, upon
request, to personally inspect his license, including any police officer or County inspector of licenses who makes
such request.
(c)
It shall be within the discretion of the Director to allow a person, partnership or corporation soliciting within the
County to design its own badge to be worn by all its employees and agents located in the County; provided, that:
(1)
All such badges are first submitted to and approved by the Director.
(2)
One design is used for all such employees and agents.
(3)
The badge contains such information as required by the Director, including, but not limited to, the name of the
licensee, the name of principal, expiration date, and a disclaimer stating that possession does not constitute
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endorsement by the County.
(4)
The said principal thereby immediately assumes responsibility to secure proper distribution of the license and its
return upon expiration.
(5)
Any unauthorized use thereof, or fraud or misrepresentation perpetuated by the use thereof in any unauthorized
manner, is actionable against the person undertaking such distribution.
(d)
No license shall be valid unless it bears the signature of the Director or his lawful designate and has his official
seal affixed thereto.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-206. - License; bond required.
(a)
As a condition precedent to the issuance of a license under this Division, every person required to be licensed
under this Division shall deliver to the Director a receipt for a cash bond received from the County Director of
Finance or a corporate bond executed by a surety company qualified to do business in the State of Maryland in
the amount of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).
(b)
In lieu of the individual bond specified in subsection (a), above, the Director may accept a bond filed by a
person, partnership, or corporation which shall cover one (1) or more employees or agents of such person,
partnership, or corporation soliciting in the County, and which fulfills the requirements of Subsection (a), above.
(c)
That cash or corporate bond shall run to the County and shall be conditioned that the licensee shall:
(1)
Pay any judgment rendered against hi[m] by a court of competent jurisdiction as a result of services rendered or
not rendered, or materials supplied in connection with the contract of solicitation; and,
(2)
Comply fully with all provisions of the laws and ordinances of the County and such statutes of the State
regulating and concerning the business of soliciting and guaranteeing to any citizen of the County doing
business with such solicitor that the property or goods purchased shall be delivered according to the
representations of the solicitor.
(d)
Any person who has been awarded a final judgment from any court of competent jurisdiction as a result of
services rendered by a person required to be licensed under this Division shall have a right of action against such
bond for the recovery of money, damages, or both, in any court of competent jurisdiction. In the event that the
judgment is not satisfied after the judgment holder has made reasonable efforts to execute on the judgment, the
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County, on behalf of the judgment holder, may make demand on the surety company for the maximum amount
of the bond or the amount of the judgment obtained plus interest and costs, whichever is less.
(e)
Cash bonds shall be deposited with the County Director of Finance and he shall issue duplicate receipts therefor.
Such cash bonds shall be maintained by the County Director of Finance in a special interest bearing account for
three (3) years after the date of expiration of the license or the date of the expiration of any renewal period for
which such bond was deposited by the licensee. If the County Director of Finance is notified in writing that a
suit has been filed against any such licensee as a result of which a judgment may be payable out of such cash
bond, the County Director of Finance shall retain such cash bond until such time as such suit has been reduced to
judgment and the period for filing an appeal from such judgment has expired or the judgment debtor has waived
in writing his right to take an appeal or until such time as such suit has otherwise been disposed of.
(f)
Every person required to be licensed under this Division who has deposited a cash bond with the County
Director of Finance shall be entitled to a return of reasonable interest earned on such cash bond by the County in
an amount not to exceed four percent (4%) simple interest per annum.
(g)
The failure of any person licensed under the provisions of this Division to maintain at all times the cash or
corporate bond in the amount required by this Section shall constitute grounds for revocation of such person's
license by the Director in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 5-207.01 of this Division. In the
case of both cash and corporate bonds, a total amount of not less than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for the
aggregate of all claims shall be sufficient to satisfy the bonding requirements of this Section.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-207. - License: fees.
A fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid by an applicant when the initial application for a license is
filed pursuant to Section 5-203 of this Division, and such fee shall be nonrefundable.
(CB-119-1974; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 5-207.01. - License: denial, suspension, revocation.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to deny, suspend, or revoke any license issued under this Division if he finds
that:
(1)
The applicant for a license or the licensee has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of conduct which is
in violation of any provision of this Division;
(2)
The applicant for a license or the licensee has repeatedly demonstrated a disregard for compliance with any
provision or provisions of this Division;
(3)
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A court of competent jurisdiction has made a final determination against the applicant for a license or the
licensee of guilt of criminal activity with respect to any of the crimes identified in Section 5-204 of this
Division;
(4)
The applicant for a license or the licensee has been denied a solicitor's license or had such a license suspended or
revoked by another jurisdiction which regulates solicitors;
(5)
The applicant for the license or the licensee has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of conduct which
is in violation of any provision of the Consumer Protection Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the
State; or
(6)
The applicant for a license or the licensee has demonstrated a repeated disregard or failure to comply with any
provision of the Consumer Protection Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State.
(b)
No license shall be denied, suspended, or revoked hereunder without the Director first affording the applicant for
the license or the licensee an opportunity for a hearing thereon. At least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the
date set for the hearing, the Director shall notify all parties to the proceedings in writing of the date, time, and
place set for the hearing and the charge made, and afford all parties the opportunity to be heard in person and by
counsel in reference thereto. The written notice shall be served by delivery of the notice to all parties by
registered or certified mail. Within ten (10) working days following the hearing, the Director shall render a
decision and the reasons therefor in writing and shall forward a copy of the same to all parties by certified or
registered mail.
(c)
The Director may deny, suspend, or revoke any license issued under this Division for a period of time
determined by the Director to be just and reasonable in relation to the severity of the violations found to exist
under Section 5-207.01, Subsection (a), paragraphs (1) through (6) inclusive, of this Division. However, if a
license has been denied or revoked, the applicant shall not be eligible to apply for another license for a period of
six (6) months after the date on which the Director rendered a denial or revocation decision.
(d)
Any licensee seeking renewal of a license shall be entitled to the same rights as are set forth in Subsections (b)
and (c), above, regarding denial, suspension, or revocation.
(e)
Upon revocation or suspension, the licensee shall immediately return his license to the Director personally or
through the Police Department or other authorized agent; and, upon failure to do so, the Director may request
and direct that the license be confiscated and held pending final disposition.
(CB-119-1974; CB-29-1995)
Sec. 5-207.02. - License: appeals.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension, or revocation of a
license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Appeals for Prince George's County,
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Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of a denial, suspension, or revocation decision rendered by
the Director. Appeals to the Board of Appeals from denial, suspension, or revocation decisions of the Director
shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-207.03. - License: renewal; loss or mutilation; fees.
(a)
The holder of any expiring license under this Division who desires a new license to be effective on the
expiration of the existing license, shall, not less than thirty (30) nor more than sixty (60) days before the
expiration of the license, file a written application for renewal with the Director, giving the information set forth
in Section 5-203 of this Division and maintaining the bond required under Section 5-206 of this Division,
except, that, at the discretion of the Director, new photographs shall not be required if the existing photograph is
a good likeness. There shall be filed with the application, a renewal fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). The
renewal period shall be one (1) year. The Director, in determining whether or not to renew a license, shall be
guided by the provisions relating to issuance as set forth in Section 5-204 of this Division.
(b)
The holder of a license which is lost or mutilated shall report such a loss or mutilation to the Director
immediately and shall pay a Five Dollar ($5.00) fee for the issuance of a duplicate license.
(CB-92-1985)
Sec. 5-207.04. - Solicitation: receipt or copy of contract required; cancellation.
The licensee shall furnish the buyer with a fully completed receipt or copy of any contract pertaining to any sale
at the time of execution. It shall include a space for indicating the date of the transaction, the name and address
of the licensee, and in immediate proximity to the space reserved in the contract for the signature of the buyer or
on the front page of the contract, a statement informing the buyer of his right to cancel the transaction at any
time prior to midnight of the third (3rd) business day after the date of the transaction. The notice of cancellation
shall be by writing or telegram at the licensee's place of business and shall be signed and dated by the buyer.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-207.05. - Prohibited acts.
(a)
No licensee shall:
(1)
Remain in a private residence or commercial establishment or on the premises thereof after the owner or
occupant has requested the licensee to leave; or,
(2)
Enter into or upon the premises of a private residence or commercial establishment for soliciting, when the
owner or occupant thereof has displayed a "No Soliciting" sign on such premises; or,
(3)
Enter upon residential premises for soliciting during nighttime. Nighttime is defined in Section 1-102(a)(18) of
this Code.
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(CB-119-1974; CB-72-1977; CB-32-1992)
Sec. 5-207.06. - Exemptions.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall not apply to the following:
(1)
Solicitors representing a civic or charitable organization who receive no compensation for soliciting either by
way of salary or commission, subject to the following conditions:
(A)
No later than thirty (30) calendar days prior to the commencement of any period of solicitation, the organization
has filed a completed application with the Director in order to be granted an exemption from the provisions of
this Division on an application form prescribed by the Director for that purpose. In addition to such additional
information as the Director may reasonably deem necessary for purposes of the implementation, administration
and enforcement of this Division, the application shall state or be accompanied by the following:
(i)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant organization; for purposes of this Section, the
Director is authorized to require the applicant organization to submit written evidence verifying its civic or
charitable status, including a copy of a written ruling by the United States Internal Revenue Service establishing
the nonprofit nature or status of the applicant organization;
(ii)
The nature or purpose for which solicitations will be made and, if applicable, the nature of the goods, wares,
service, and/or merchandise offered for sale;
(iii)
The dates during which solicitations will be made and an identification of the area or areas of the County within
which solicitations will be made; and
(iv)
Five (5) current copies of the identification card to be used by each solicitor representing the applicant
organization within the County; the identification card of each applicant organization shall include the name of
the applicant organization and adequate space for the recording of the County exemption number issued to the
applicant organization by the Director and the name of the solicitor to whom the identification card is issued by
the applicant organization.
(B)
Upon receipt of a completed application form as required in subparagraph (A), above, the Director shall issue to
the applicant organization a County exemption number exempting said organization from the provisions of this
Division and authorizing said organization to solicit within the County for a specified period not to exceed
ninety (90) calendar days.
(C)
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Each organization which is granted an exemption from the provisions of this Division as authorized under this
section, shall be responsible for issuing the identification card described in subparagraph (A)(iv), above, to each
solicitor representing the organization within the County. Each organization shall be responsible for insuring that
the name of the solicitor and the County exemption number are clearly recorded on each identification card. The
organization shall maintain a current list of the names and addresses of all solicitors to whom the applicant has
issued identification cards, and shall permit the Director, upon request, to inspect said list.
(D)
Each solicitor representing an organization which is granted an exemption under this paragraph shall carry his
identification card with him at all times while engaged in soliciting and shall display said identification card to
the prospective buyer or donor prior to making any solicitation. Each such solicitor shall permit any person,
upon request, to personally inspect his identification card, including any police officer or County inspector of
licenses who makes such request.
(E)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, the provisions of Sections 5-207.05 and 5-207.08 shall
apply in their entirety to solicitors representing organizations which have been granted an exemption under this
Section.
(2)
Newsboys soliciting subscriptions to any newspapers published in the County, the State, or the District of
Columbia.
(3)
Route deliverymen who make deliveries at least once a week to regular customers and whose solicitation is only
incidental to their regular deliveries.
(4)
Any person holding a valid license as a real estate broker, an associate real estate broker, or a real estate
salesman as issued by the Real Estate Commission of the State of Maryland pursuant to the provisions of Title
17, Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(5)
Any employee of a retail business establishment operating at a fixed location, where the employee visits a
consumer's home in response to the unsolicited request of the consumer for the purpose of installing or servicing
merchandise or equipment purchased from said business by the consumer or for the purpose of displaying to the
consumer merchandise or equipment being offered for retail sale by said business and/or accepting purchase
orders for any such merchandise or equipment.
(CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-207.07. - License: code of ethics exemption.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall not apply to solicitors representing companies, firms, corporations, or
partnerships which:
(1)
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Subscribe to and are bound by a policy statement, code or regulation established either by the company, firm,
corporation or partnership individually or subscribe to the policy statement, code or regulation of a recognized
trade association of which the applicant company, firm, corporation or partnership is a member in good standing
and which policy statement, code or regulation requires:
(A)
That the offer of products or services for sale, either through oral representation or advertising literature, shall be
truthful and accurate as to price, grade, quality, make, value, performance, quantity, currency of model, and
availability;
(B)
That the terms of any guarantee offered by the solicitor in connection with the sale shall be furnished to the
buyer in writing and shall clearly state the nature and extent of such guarantee; and,
(C)
That the policy statement, code or regulation prohibits the initiation or continuation of any deceptive or unlawful
trade practices as defined by any statute or ordinance in force and effect within Prince George's County,
Maryland.
(2)
Recognize a responsibility to consumers for violations of either its policy statement, code or regulation or
deceptive and/or unlawful trade practice statutes by its solicitors or representatives, even if the company had no
knowledge of such violations when such lack of knowledge is a result of failure by the company to establish
procedures whereby it would be kept informed of the activity of its solicitors and representatives.
(3)
Have established a procedure for processing consumer complaints within a reasonable time and providing
consumer redress if, after the fact finding is completed, it is determined that the consumer was aggrieved by a
violation of the policy statement, code regulation or a statutory deceptive or unlawful trade practice; and,
(4)
Have fully complied with any order finding the company, firm, corporation, or partnership in violation of the
consumer protection laws of the State, after any such order becomes final because of the expiration of the appeal
period or the termination of judicial review.
(b)
Application for the exemption provided in Subsection (a) of this Section shall be completed by filing the
following information with the Director:
(1)
Five (5) current copies of the policy statement, code, or regulation which meets the requirements as specified in
paragraph (a), above;
(2)
The name of the company, firm, corporation, or partnership subscribing thereto, complete with the address,
telephone number and the name of the executive within the company, firm, corporation, or partnership,
designated to administer the policy statement, code, or regulation. In the case of a trade association policy
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statement, code, or regulation, the association may submit the above required information on behalf of a member
company which declares an exemption under Subsection (a), hereof, along with the name of the person, officer,
agent, or employee in charge of administering the trade association's policy statement, code or regulation
program. All applications shall include a listing of the company, firm, corporation, or partnership seeking the
exemption program, and shall be notarized and signed by the Chief Executive Officer of the company, firm,
corporation or partnership seeking the exemption; and,
(3)
The applicant shall designate, on a form provided by the Director, the Director as resident agent for the purpose
of accepting service of process in any action or proceeding instituted, filed or pending against the applicant with
respect to the application of any provision of this Division. The Director shall forward, by certified mail, a copy
of any such process to the person designated by the applicant as authorized to receive such process.
(c)
The Director shall issue to the applicant a County identification card for use by each representative and solicitor
representing the applicant within the County. Each such identification card shall include the name of the County,
the name of the applicant, a generalized statement of the product or service to be sold, an identification number,
a disclaimer stating that possession does not constitute endorsement by the County, and adequate space for the
recording of the name of the representative or solicitor to whom the identification card is issued by the applicant.
The applicant shall be responsible for requiring each solicitor to clearly record the solicitor's name on the
identification card issued to the solicitor by the applicant. The applicant shall maintain a current list, by
identification number, of the names and addresses of all solicitors to whom the applicant has issued
identification cards, and shall permit the Director, upon request, to inspect said list. The applicant shall be
responsible for each identification card issued to the applicant by the Director and shall promptly return to the
Director the identification cards of solicitors who cease to represent the applicant within the County. Each
applicant shall pay to the Director a fee for the identification cards issued to the applicant by the Director. The
fee shall be in the amount of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each such identification card and Five Dollars ($5.00) for
each duplicate identification card. The identification card shall expire one (1) year from the date of issue.
(d)
The Director, upon receipt of the information stipulated in Subsection (b) of this Section, shall grant an
exemption to the company, firm, corporation, or partnership making application therefor, unless the Director
finds that the applicant is not in full compliance with all of the conditions stipulated in Subsection (a) of this
Section.
(e)
The provisions of Section 5-207.08 of this Division shall be applicable to any solicitor representing a company,
firm, corporation, or partnership which is granted an exemption under this Section.
(f)
Each solicitor representing a company, firm, corporation, or partnership which is granted an exemption under
this Section shall carry the required County identification card at all times while engaged in soliciting and shall
display said identification card to the prospective buyer prior to making any solicitation. Each such solicitor
shall permit any person, upon request, to personally inspect the County identification card, including any police
officer or County inspector of licenses who makes such request.
(g)
The following procedures shall apply to the processing of any consumer complaint against a company, firm,
corporation, or partnership granted an exemption under this Section.
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(1)
Upon receipt of a consumer complaint against a company, firm, corporation, or partnership granted an
exemption under this Section, the Director shall forward the information surrounding the complaint to the
person, officer, agent or employee designated by the company, firm, corporation, or partnership or trade
association on its exemption application to receive such complaints. The complaint information thus forwarded
shall contain the following:
(A)
The name and address of the consumer;
(B)
The name or trade name of product purchased;
(C)
The name of the company, firm, corporation, or partnership which manufactures and/or distributes the product, if
such name differs from the trade name of the product itself;
(D)
The name of the sales representative involved in the transaction, if known;
(E)
The purchase date (if known); and,
(F)
The identifying contract or receipt numbers, if available.
(2)
Upon receipt of a consumer complaint or an official complaint against a company, firm, corporation, or
partnership granted an exemption under this Section, where such complaint alleges a violation of a deceptive or
unlawful trade practice statute in force and effect within Prince George's County, Maryland, the Director shall
forward the information surrounding the allegation to the person, officer, agent or employee designated by the
company, firm, corporation, partnership, or trade association on its exemption application to receive such
complaints.
(3)
Each company, firm, corporation, or partnership or trade association authorized to act for such company, firm,
corporation or partnership, granted an exemption under this Section, shall file a written statement with the
Director containing the disposition of any written complaints against such company forwarded to it by the
Director. The statement shall include the findings of fact upon which the action taken is based. It shall be filed
with the Director within a reasonable time which, for purposes of this Section, shall be defined as twenty (20)
business days from the date of receipt of such written complaint by the person, officer, agent or employee
designated by the company, firm, corporation, partnership, or trade association to receive such material.
(h)
The following shall be grounds for the revocation of the exempt status provided in this Section.
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(1)
Any company, firm, corporation, or partnership granted an exemption under this Section which fails to honor the
provisions of the policy statement, code or regulation upon which such exemption was granted or which violates
any of the other requirements for obtaining and maintaining such exemption shall constitute grounds for the
revocation of the exempt status of that company, firm, corporation, or partnership.
(2)
The authority to revoke the exempt status shall be in the discretion of the Director who shall consider the
following criteria in making such determination:
(A)
Failure by the company, firm, corporation, or partnership to file any satisfactory response with the Director
concerning a consumer complaint(s) forwarded by the Director to the person, officer, agent or employee
designated by that company, firm, corporation, or partnership to receive such information;
(B)
Failure to return money or replace products which were received by the consumer in a defective condition;
(C)
Failure to deliver products ordered by the consumer;
(D)
Failure to correct or adequately explain repeated allegations of violations of statutory deceptive or unlawful
trade practices in force and effect within Prince George's County, Maryland, by the company, firm, corporation,
partnership or trade association or violation of the policy statement, code or regulation filed with the Director as
part of the exemption application, even where a sale did not result, when such allegations have been forwarded
by the Director to the person, officer, agent or employee designated by that company, firm, corporation or
partnership to receive such material;
(E)
An order finding the company, firm, corporation, or partnership in violation of the Consumer Protection
Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State, after any such order becomes final because of the
expiration of the appeal period or the termination of judicial review; or,
(F)
The voluntary or involuntary termination of membership in a trade association, where the exemption provided
under this Section was granted on the basis of adherence to the trade association code of ethics.
(i)
The following procedures shall apply to the revocation of the exempt status provided in this Section.
(1)
Prior to a revocation of exemption becoming final, the Director shall first afford the company, firm, corporation,
or partnership an opportunity for a hearing thereon. At least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date set for the
hearing, the Director shall notify all parties to the proceedings in writing of the date, time, and place set for the
hearing and the charge made, and afford all parties the opportunity to be heard in person and by counsel in
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reference thereto. The written notice shall be served by delivery of notice to all parties by registered or certified
mail. Within ten (10) working days following the hearing, the Director shall render a decision and the reasons
therefor in writing, and shall forward a copy of the same to all parties by certified or registered mail.
(2)
Where the Director renders a decision revoking the exemption of a company, firm, corporation, or partnership,
and when such decision becomes final because of the expiration of the appeal period or the termination of
administrative and/or judicial review, all representatives or solicitors representing such company, firm,
corporation, or partnership within the County shall immediately make application to the Director for the door-todoor solicitor's license required under this Division, where said solicitors and representatives intend to continue
to solicit within the County.
(3)
Any company, firm, corporation, or partnership whose exempt status, as provided under this Section, is revoked
by the Director shall not be eligible to reapply for another exemption for a period of three (3) calendar years
from the date said revocation order by the Director becomes final because of the expiration of the appeal period
or the termination of judicial review.
(4)
Any company, firm, corporation, or partnership aggrieved by a decision of the Director to revoke the exempt
status provided in this Section shall have the right to appeal such decision to the Board of Appeals for Prince
George's County, Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after the date of receipt of a revocation decision by the
Director. Any such appeal shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
(j)
Nothing in this Section shall be construed to restrict or abridge the Director from exercising jurisdiction over any
company, firm, corporation, or partnership which has been granted an exemption under this Section.
(CB-119-1974; CB-92-1985; CB-29-1995)
Sec. 5-207.08. - Hours of solicitation.
No solicitation shall be conducted except between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. each day; provided, that
solicitations may be made where the person solicited has agreed by previously arranged appointment for a time
other than the prescribed hours. (CB-119-1974)
Sec. 5-207.09. - Penalty for violations of act.
Any person required to be licensed under this Division who acts in the capacity of a door-to-door solicitor
without first having obtained a license, or continues to act after a license has been denied, suspended, or
revoked, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or incarceration up to six (6) months in jail, or both such fine and
imprisonment.
(CB-119-1974)
DIVISION 16. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5-208. - Reserved.
Sec. 5-209. - Reserved.
DIVISION 17. - SWIMMING POOLS AND PUBLIC SPAS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - STATE REGULATIONS ADOPTED.
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Sec. 5-210. - State regulations governing public swimming pools and public spas adopted by reference.
The Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Regulations Governing public swimming pools
and public spas as set out in the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 10.17.01), and as they may be
amended from time to time, are hereby adopted by reference as the County regulations governing public
swimming pools and public spas and made a part of this Subtitle, with the additions, insertions and changes
prescribed in this Division. The Clerk of the Council shall at all times maintain and keep a current set of such
State regulations for public inspection.
(CB-133-1980; CB-4-2002)
SUBDIVISION 2. - COUNTY ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO THE STATE
REGULATIONS.
Sec. 5-211. - Additions, insertions, and changes to the State regulations.
The following additions, insertions and changes are hereby made to the Maryland State Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene Regulations governing public swimming pools adopted by reference herein as the County
regulations governing public swimming pools.
(CB-133-1980)
Sec. 5-212. - Definitions.
(a)
In addition to the definition of terms contained in the State regulations adopted by reference in this Division, the
following definitions and terminology shall apply and are applicable to such provisions adopted by reference:
(1)
County shall mean Prince George's County, Maryland.
(2)
County Health Officer shall mean the duly appointed County Health Officer or his authorized representative.
(3)
Public Swimming Pool shall mean any constructed swimming pool or wading pool, together with buildings and
all appurtenances thereto, except those serving an individual private residence. It shall also include community
swimming pools within residential zones.
(4)
Public Swimming Pool Lifeguard shall mean any individual meeting the requirements of this Division who
actively supervises public swimming pools for the purpose of insuring proper health and safety standards, as
provided in this Division.
(5)
Public Swimming Pool Operator shall mean any individual, duly licensed by the County Health Officer, who is
responsible for the overall operation of a public swimming pool.
(6)
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Turbidity shall mean the cloudy condition of pool water caused by suspended particles which obscure visibility.
(7)
Wading Pool shall mean any pool not normally in excess of 24 inches deep at its maximum depth and usually
reserved for use by small children.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
SUBDIVISION 3. - LICENSES.
Sec. 5-213. - Public swimming pool licenses required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or permit to be operated within the County a public swimming
pool without first obtaining from the County Health Officer a license for the pool.
(CB-133-1980)
Sec. 5-214. - Application.
Application for a public swimming pool license shall be made on forms provided by the County Health Officer.
The owner of the swimming pool, the lessor of the swimming pool or the property management company shall
be the responsible party and must sign as the applicant for the license.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
Sec. 5-214.01. - Fee.
The fees for the issuance of public swimming pool licenses shall be proposed and recommended by the County
Executive, adopted by resolution of the County Council after notice and public hearing; and included in the
Table of Fees.
(CB-133-1980; CB-44-1984; CB-41-1989; CB-34-1992; CB-62-1996; CB-41-2015)
Editor's note— CR-31-1996 established a fee schedule for licenses for public swimming pools.
Sec. 5-214.02. - Approval of plans.
(a)
No person shall construct or substantially alter any public swimming pool or its appurtenances, until plans and
specifications have been submitted to and approved by the Prince George's County Health Department. At the
time of submitting plans to the Health Department for new or remodeled swimming pools, a fee of Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00) for new pools or a fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for remodeled pools shall be
paid.
(b)
A fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for each resubmittal of plans after the first resubmittal. An
additional fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for each reinspection after the first reinspection
required prior to approval to operate. A fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for prospective
inspections, consultations, and equipment evaluations.
(CB-44-1985; CB-34-1992)
Sec. 5-215. - Term; expiration date.
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Public swimming pool licenses issued pursuant to this Subdivision shall be issued for a period not to exceed one
year, and shall terminate on December 31 of each year.
(CB-133-1980)
Sec. 5-216. - Temporary suspension.
Public swimming pool licenses issued pursuant to this Subdivision shall be subject to temporary suspension by
the County Health Officer for reasons of turbidity, improper chlorination, insufficient supervision, improper
water pH, excess cyanuric acid, or if there are reasonable grounds to believe that a real health or safety hazard
exists. The pool may reopen after suspension upon correction of the violation. The Health Department must be
notified of the correction by the next working day. Upon reinspection by the Health Department, if the initial
violation has not been corrected, the pool will be closed and written permission from the Health Department
must be obtained and a fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) must be paid before reopening.
(CB-133-1980; CB-34-1992; CB-44-2004)
Sec. 5-217. - Public swimming pool operator's license required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to act as a public swimming pool operator unless duly licensed by the County
Health Officer.
(CB-133-1980)
Sec. 5-218. - Applications for Swimming Pool Operators' Licenses.
(a)
Application for a pool operator's license must be made to the Department by submitting the following:
(1)
A completed application along with the appropriate fee and a recent photograph clearly showing the applicant's
facial features when trimmed to a size of two inches by two inches;
(2)
Documentation that applicant is sixteen (16) years of age or older; and
(3)
Original written evidence of successful completion of an approved pool operators course; or
(4)
A valid pool operator's license from a local jurisdiction with a reciprocal agreement on licensure with the
Department; or
(5)
When previous experience/training is documented, a passing grade of seventy-five percent (75%) on a challenge
exam offered by the Health Officer.
(b)
License renewals will be issued upon receipt of the following:
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(1)
A completed application along with the appropriate fee; and
(2)
Proof of having completed an approved four-hour refresher course or the equivalent in continuing education.
(c)
To reinstate a revoked license, an operator must pass the Department's challenge exam.
(d)
The Health Department may offer its own four-hour refresher course for applicants for license renewal, but
applicants are not required to take the Department's version of the course in order to qualify for license renewal.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996; CB-44-2004)
Sec. 5-218.01. - Fee.
(a)
The fees for the issuance of a public swimming pool operator's license shall be proposed and recommended by
the County Executive and adopted by resolution of the County Council.
(b)
A fee for the challenge exam offered in accordance with Section 5-218 of this Subtitle shall be proposed and
recommended by the County Executive and adopted by resolution of the County Council.
(c)
A fee for the four-hour refresher course for applicants for the pool operator's license renewal, which is required
in accordance with Section 5-218 of this Subtitle, shall be proposed and recommended by the County Executive
and adopted by resolution of the County Council.
(CB-133-1980; CB-65-1991; CB-34-1992; CB-62-1996; CB-44-2004)
Editor's note— CR-31-1996 established a fee schedule for licenses for public swimming pool operators.
Sec. 5-219. - Term.
Public swimming pool operators' licenses issued pursuant to this Section shall be issued for a three-year period.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
Sec. 5-220. - Display of licenses.
Any public swimming pool license required by this Subdivision shall be on public display at all times at the pool
office. All licenses required by this Subdivision shall be available for presentation by the licensee at all times.
(CB-133-1980)
Sec. 5-221. - Preopening inspection.
(a)
586/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A preopening inspection of all seasonal pools shall be made by the Health Department to determine compliance
with all provisions of this Division prior to issuing the yearly operating license required in Section 5-213.
(b)
A fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) shall be paid for each preopening reinspection.
(CB-133-1980; CB-34-1992; CB-44-2004)
Sec. 5-222. - Revocation of licenses.
For serious or repeated violations of this Division, or for interference with the County Health Officer in the
performance of his duties, any license required by this Subdivision may be revoked after an opportunity for a
hearing has been provided by the County Health Officer. A written notice of such revocation and written notice
of the hearing shall be given to the licensee.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
SUBDIVISION 4. - SUPERVISION.
Sec. 5-223. - Qualifications of lifeguards; certificates required.
Public swimming pool lifeguards must be fifteen (15) years of age or older, and hold a valid certificate approved
by the County Health Officer. Lifeguard certificates required by this Section shall be available for presentation at
all times.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996; CB-3-2018)
Sec. 5-224. - Supervision of public swimming pools; lifeguards required.
(a)
Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), it shall be unlawful for any person to operate or permit to be
operated within the County a public swimming pool unless such pool is under the prompt supervision of duly
licensed swimming pool operator and under the actual and direct supervision of that number of qualified public
swimming pool lifeguards as indicated below.
(1)
1—50 persons in water—One lifeguard;
(2)
51—100 persons in water—Two lifeguards;
(3)
101—150 persons in water—Three lifeguards;
(4)
For each additional 75 persons in water—One lifeguard.
(b)
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The provisions of subsection 5-224(a) do not apply to a pool with a water surface area of under 2,500 square feet
located within or outside a building that has a permit issued by Prince George's County to operate as a hotel or
motel, or that is registered as a seller of health club services pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland,
Commercial Law Article, Title 14, Subtitle 12B, and that meets all State regulations, including
COMAR10.17.01.40F and the following provisions:
(1)
The size, color, design, application, symbol, and visual layout of a safety sign is in compliance with the ANSI Z535 series of standards for Safety Signs and Colors as referenced in American National Standard for Public
Spas;
(2)
A spa safety sign is posted in a permanent location adjacent to a spa in compliance with the American National
Standard for Public Spas;
(3)
The spa safety sign includes the user load of the spa;
(4)
A chemical warning sign is posted at the entrance door to a chemical storage area and includes the text
"Caution! Chemical Storage Area";
(5)
A chemical vat, feeder, pump, and line is labeled to identify the chemical in use;
(6)
A chlorine gas warning sign reading "Danger—Chlorine Gas" is posted at the entrance to a chlorine gas feed
room and storage area;
(7)
Other warning, health advisory, and safety signs are posted if necessary to protect the public health and safety,
for example, "Danger! No Diving In Shallow Water";
(8)
A semipublic pool or public spa that does not have a lifeguard on duty has a conspicuous sign posted adjacent to
entrances to the pool or spa reading "WARNING; NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY. SWIM AT YOUR OWN
RISK. DO NOT SWIM ALONE. CHILDREN UNDER 15 SHOULD NOT USE THE POOL WITHOUT
ADULT SUPERVISION."; and
(c)
In addition to meeting the above requirements and the provisions of COMAR 10.17.01.40F, a pool with a water
surface area of under 2,500 square feet that is located in or outside a building that has a use and occupancy
permit to operate as a hotel or motel, or that is registered as a seller of health club services pursuant to the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Commercial Law Article, Title 14, Subtitle 12B, and that meets a description of
the provisions set forth in subsection 5-224(b) must have a conspicuous sign posted adjacent to entrances to the
pool or spa reading:
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"CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 15 ARE NOT PERMITTED TO USE THE POOL WITHOUT ADULT
SUPERVISION."
(d)
The County Health Officer has the authority to make adjustments in the foregoing schedule when deemed
necessary and practicable and when such adjustment will not present a hazard to the public health or safety of
persons using a pool.
(e)
Swimming pools shall be maintained in a clean, sanitary and safe manner at all times. All bathhouse supplies
such as paper towels and toilet paper shall be available at all times.
(f)
All structures and equipment at swimming pools shall be maintained in good repair at all times.
(g)
For every pool a daily operating record shall be kept including pH, chlorine residual, number of bathers, time of
recording, pressure differential (if applicable), and flow rate which shall be made available for checking by the
County Health Officer during each inspection.
(h)
A data sheet containing all operational data, particularly the pool volume, rate of flow, turnover rate,
backwashing procedure, and for DE pools, pre-coat procedure shall be posted at the pool for all pools included
in the operation. All valves shall be tagged or otherwise marked to follow the data sheets.
(i)
At no time shall there be more swimmers in the pool than the number the pool was designed for.
(j)
No person shall be permitted in the pool who has an obvious or known infection, cut, abrasion, or open blister.
(CB-133-1980; CB-6-2016; CB-44-2019)
SUBDIVISION 5. - SAFETY.
Sec. 5-225. - Safety.
(a)
Each swimming pool shall be provided with an approved first-aid kit which fulfills the minimum requirements
of the American Red Cross and the following additional safety equipment:
(1)
A rescue tube for lifesaving for each lifeguard on duty;
(2)
A reaching pole of adequate length as determined by pool size;
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(3)
A backboard designed for medical emergency use that is equipped with straps and a head immobilizer;
(4)
A cot with blankets;
(5)
A whistle (one per guard); and
(6)
A dust pan and brush for glass removal.
(b)
Each swimming pool shall be provided with a telephone within the pool enclosure with all emergency numbers
listed.
(c)
All swimming pools using gas chlorine for disinfecting pool water shall have available a gas mask currently
approved by the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). This mask must not be stored in
the gas chlorine room.
(d)
All chemicals kept on the pool premises shall be stored in a safe manner.
(e)
No glass containers shall be allowed within the pool enclosure.
(f)
No situation considered by the County Health Officer to be a safety hazard shall be permitted to exist at any
swimming pool.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
SUBDIVISION 6. - WATER QUALITY.
Sec. 5-226. - Water quality.
(a)
All water supplies to a swimming pool must meet all applicable regulations of Prince George's County and the
Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene of the State of Maryland.
(b)
All pools shall maintain a minimum concentration of free residual chlorine in the water in all parts of the
swimming pool between 1.5 ppm and 10 ppm and between 3.0 ppm and 10 ppm for wading and therapy pools; if
bromine is used, the total concentration shall be between 3.0 ppm and 10 ppm and 4.0 ppm and 8.0 ppm for
wading and therapy pools.
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(c)
If cyanuric acid is used, the concentration shall not exceed 100 ppm.
(d)
The pH of the pool shall be maintained between 7.2 and 7.8.
(e)
When any swimming pool is in use, the water shall be of sufficient clarity that the main drain can be clearly seen
from all sides of the pool.
(f)
All chemicals added to the swimming pool water shall be fed by a mechanical feeder, or in a manner approved
by the County Health Officer. All broken mechanical feeders must be repaired within twenty-four (24) hours.
Chemicals added during this period must be in a manner approved by the County Health Officer.
(g)
Approved water-testing kits shall be provided at each pool for determining pH, free chlorine residual, using
D.P.D. method of determination, and if used in the pool water, cyanuric acid. Free chlorine and pH readings
must be taken and recorded a minimum of every two (2) hours when the pool is in operation. The ranges of test
kit readings must be approved by the County Health Officer to determine that the kit is capable of monitoring
the water chemistry adequately.
(h)
All chemicals added to the pool water must be approved by the County Health Officer. Any guidelines issued by
the County Health Officer regarding the use of a particular chemical must be adhered to.
(CB-133-1980; CB-62-1996)
SUBDIVISION 7. - PURPOSE AND INTENT.
Sec. 5-227. - Purpose and intent.
The purpose and intent of this Division is to protect and promote the public health and safety of the users of
public swimming pools in Prince George's County. Therefore, variances from provisions of this Division may be
approved when, in the opinion of the County Health Officer, such variances will not adversely affect the users'
health and safety. If such variances are permitted, they shall be made in strict compliance with the restrictions,
limitations, or conditions which the County Health Officer may demand.
(CB-133-1980)
SUBDIVISION 8. - PROMULGATION OF REGULATIONS.
Sec. 5-227.01. - Promulgation of regulations.
The County Health Officer shall recommend to the County Council any necessary regulations which need to be
promulgated for the orderly administration of this Division. Such regulations shall take effect only after approval
by the County Council.
(CB-133-1980)
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DIVISION 18. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5-228. through Sec. 5-231. - Reserved.
DIVISION 19. - SECONDHAND AND PAWN DEALERS.
Sec. 5-232. - Purpose.
The purpose of this Division is to promote the safety and welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County by
prescribing procedures which will significantly curtail the disposition of certain stolen property by thieves and
which will assist in identifying that stolen property so that it may be returned to the owners thereof.
(CB-127-1982)
Sec. 5-233. - Definition.
(a)
The term "secondhand dealer" means any person, corporation, or other business entity in this County engaged
regularly in the business of receiving, in exchange for money, trade, barter, or other valuable consideration,
items of tangible personal property.
(b)
The term "tangible personal property" includes the following used items:
(1)
Binoculars;
(2)
Cameras;
(3)
Firearms;
(4)
Furs;
(5)
Household appliances;
(6)
Musical instruments;
(7)
Office machines or equipment (excluding furniture and similar furnishings);
(8)
Radios, television sets, video disc machines, video cassette recorders, stereo equipment;
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(9)
Personal computers, tape and disc recorders;
(10)
Watches;
(11)
Bicycles;
(12)
Typewriters;
(13)
Tangible personal property pledged as collateral (pawned items);
(14)
Power tools;
(15)
Any item serialized, marked for identification purposes, or engraved;
(16)
Precious metals and gems;
(17)
Wheels and rims; and
(18)
General use prepaid cards, gift certificates, store gift cards.
Tangible personal property does not include new unopened merchandise in the original sealed packaging,
cosmetics, devices, drugs or medications, food or food additives for human consumption as defined in Title 21
Section 101(e), (f), (g), and (i) Health General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. This section does not apply
to entities operating as a licensed Automotive Dismantler and Recycler as defined by Title 15 Section 501(b) of
the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Licensed Automotive Dismantler and Recycler
entities are not secondhand dealers.
(c)
The term "pawn dealer" means any person, corporation, or other business entity in the County, including a
secondhand dealer, engaged in the business of lending money on the deposit or pledge of tangible personal
property or in the business of purchasing tangible personal property on the condition of reselling the same to the
seller at a stipulated price.
(CB-127-1982; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1997; CB-38-2009; CB-40-2010; CB-77-2015)
Sec. 5-234. - Secondhand Dealer and Pawn Dealer's and Employee Licenses.
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(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person, corporation, or other business entity in Prince George's County to operate as,
or act as agent for, a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer unless in possession of a valid and unsuspended
Secondhand Dealer or Pawn Dealer's License issued by the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement.
(b)
The license shall be valid for one (1) year, and each license or renewal shall be subject to an annual fee as
prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(c)
An applicant for a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer's license shall pay an annual fee as prescribed in the Table
of Fees for each employee of the applicant. A secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall pay an additional fee as
prescribed in the Table of Fees for each employee when the employee is initially employed to cover the cost of
conducting a criminal background check. Each employee of a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall submit a
complete application for an employee license at least five (5) business days prior to working in the business of a
secondhand dealer or pawn dealer.
(d)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may revoke or suspend the license described in this
Section upon a finding that the licensee has been convicted of a theft offense, has operated for a period of more
than thirty (30) days without a valid license, a licensed employee working in the establishment of the
Secondhand Dealer and Pawn Dealer or the Dealer licensee is engaged regularly in the business of receiving, in
exchange for money, trade, barter, or other valuable consideration, items prohibited in Section 5-233(b), or a
licensed employee working in the establishment of the Secondhand Dealer and Pawn Dealer or the Dealer
licensee has failed to comply with the provisions of this Division. The Director may deny an application for
license if the applicant's license has been revoked or if the applicant is not of good moral character pursuant to
the criteria set out in Section 5-204. The Director may deny an application for license if the applicant has not
obtained a valid use and occupancy permit for the proposed location within two hundred and seventy (270) days
from the date of the application.
(1)
The Director's decision following a hearing shall be in writing; shall be sent to all parties at the hearing; and may
be appealed within thirty (30) days after the decision by an aggrieved party to the Board of Appeals.
(e)
The number of pawn dealer licenses shall be limited to thirty-one (31). Except as provided in this Section, pawn
dealer licenses may not be leased, sold, assigned, or otherwise transferred, or held and operated where the
controlling interest of the licensee's pawn shop business has been leased, sold, assigned or transferred to another
individual or business. Such provision would not preclude the capital stock of publically traded companies,
trading on a public stock exchange and registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "SEC"),
from being bought and sold.
(1)
Notwithstanding the restriction on the number of licenses contained in this Section, the Director shall not reissue
a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer's license that has been revoked or otherwise surrendered even if the total
number of issued licenses falls below the number authorized pursuant to this Section.
(2)
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Notwithstanding the restriction on the number of licenses contained in this Section, the Director may transfer a
valid and unsuspended pawn dealer license to the parent, sibling, or child of the person to whom the licensed
was issued, upon the payment of the fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees, provided the person is otherwise
qualified to obtain the license. A license which has been revoked shall not be transferred.
(f)
Any person who operates as a pawn dealer or secondhand dealer without possessing a valid unexpired pawn
dealer license or secondhand dealer license and who subsequently obtains a pawn dealer license or secondhand
dealer license shall have the license suspended for two business days for each day the person operated without a
license. If the person operates more than thirty (30) calendar days without a license, the Director shall not issue a
license for a period of one year after the violation was determined by the Director in accordance with this
Section.
(g)
Prior to issuing a secondhand dealer license or pawn dealer license, the Director shall ascertain that the applicant
has a valid use and occupancy permit for the proposed location.
(h)
Any person who operates as a pawn dealer or secondhand dealer must notify the Director and Chief of Police, in
writing, on a form to be supplied by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement of the lease,
sale, assignment, or transfer of the controlling interest of the licensee's pawn shop business within ten (10) days
of the execution of the transaction.
(CB-127-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-29-1997; CB-22-2001; CB-3-2007; CB-38-2009;
CB-40-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-41-2015)
Editor's note— By order of court issued in an action filed pursuant to the Maryland Declaratory Judgment Act,
as set forth within §§ 3-401 et seq., Courts Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, in the matter of "Top Dollar
Pawnbrokers, et alia v. Prince George's County, Maryland," CAL10-37464 (Nichols, J.), the Circuit Court for
Prince George's County, Maryland, declared unconstitutional, and therefore void and of no further force and
effect, the provisions of Subsection (e) of Section 5-234, above, from September 24, 2012.
Sec. 5-234.01. - Display of Licenses and ordinances.
(a)
Each license issued under this Division shall be conspicuously displayed at all times in the licensee's place of
business.
(b)
A copy of the secondhand and pawn dealers ordinance, consisting of Division 19 of Subtitle 5 of the Prince
George's County Code, shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the licensee's place of business so that it
may be readily seen and read by persons entering the premises and employees of the licensee's place of business.
(c)
A sign shall be posted in a conspicuous place visible from the main entrance of the licensee's place of business
containing the following message in letters of at least one and one-half (1½) inches in height and a
corresponding width: "RECEIVING, IN EXCHANGE FOR MONEY, TRADE, BARTER, OR OTHER
VALUABLE CONSIDERATION COSMETICS, DEVICES, DRUGS OR MEDICATIONS, FOOD OR FOOD
ADDITIVES FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION IS PROHIBITED".
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(CB-38-2009)
Sec. 5-235. - Exceptions.
(a)
This Division shall have no application to the exchange of an item described in Section 5-233 if:
(1)
The exchange is incident to the activities of a club or similar organization meeting, church, church-sponsored
group, charitable organization, antique show, trade show, convention, or auction; or
(2)
The item received by a secondhand dealer is used tangible personal property transmitted directly from an
established, reputable manufacturer or wholesaler with a fixed business address and provided that the
secondhand dealer retains as a part of his records an invoice or other customary proof of origin of such
merchandise; or
(3)
The item received by a pawn or secondhand dealer is traded in for the purchase of another item equal or greater
in value.
(b)
This Division shall have no application to the sale or exchange of books, periodicals or other written materials.
(CB-127-1982; CB-107-1994; CB-63-2008; CB-38-2009; CB-40-2010)
Sec. 5-236. - Prohibition of trading with minor.
No secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall purchase, barter, exchange, or otherwise receive any item described
in Section 5-233 from a person under the age of eighteen (18).
(CB-127-1982; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1997)
Sec. 5-237. - Requirement for record.
(a)
Each secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall record or cause to be recorded the purchase, barter, exchange,
pledge, or other receipt by him of any item described in Section 5-233 and also any subsequent disposition of
that item from his possession. This Section does not apply to entities operating as a licensed Automotive
Dismantler and Recycler as defined by Title 15 Section 501(b) of the Transportation Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland. Licensed Automotive Dismantler and Recycler entities are not secondhand dealers.
Information shall be recorded on electronic data storage media in a format specified by the County Police
Department and shall include:
(1)
The date, time, and place of the transaction;
(2)
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The name and address of the principal, if the transaction is by an agent;
(3)
A comprehensive description of the items, including any visible identification marks such as initials, name of
manufacturer, model and serial numbers, and owner applied identification numbers, and whether the item
appears to be new or unused or in its original box or packaging;
(4)
Consideration received;
(5)
The name, address, telephone number, date of birth, and physical description, including the sex, race,
distinguishing features, approximate age, height, weight, hair and eye color of the person or persons from whom
the item is received and to whom it is disposed. The secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall require two forms
of identification of those persons by a driver's license or similar credentials. The record shall be signed by the
dealer or dealer's agent, where applicable, and the seller; and
(6)
The secondhand dealer or pawn dealer shall retain a copy of the above records for three (3) years after the date
of the transaction.
(b)
The requirements imposed upon a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer by this Section shall also be binding upon
any employee or other person acting for the secondhand dealer or pawn dealer.
(c)
The completed County Police Department form shall be submitted by the secondhand dealer or pawn dealer to
the County Police Department by:
(1)
Delivering or electronically transmitting the copy by 10:00 A.M. on the next business day after the record is
made; or
(2)
Mailing the copy at the end of the business day when the record is made, by first class mail, from a post office or
mailbox in Prince George's County.
(d)
All licensed secondhand dealers and pawn dealers shall be required to electronically report in the Regional
Automated Property Information Database (RAPID) or other designated database. Fees relating to licenses and
permits for secondhand dealers shall be exempt from the requirements of Section 813 of the County Charter. The
County Police Department shall designate a business entity to collect an electronic reporting fee from
secondhand dealers.
(e)

597/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The secondhand dealers shall pay the RAPID fee or other designated database fee directly to the business entity
designated by the County Police Department for reporting and payment.
(CB-127-1982; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1997; CB-77-2015; CB-52-2018)
Editor's note— On November 14, 2017, the County Council enacted CB-14-2017 (DR-3) Secondhand and
Pawn Dealers, Chapter 77, Laws of Prince George's County 2017, that amended Section 5-237 of the Prince
George's Code as reflected in this legislation. CB-14-2017 (DR-3) was not codified due to the contingent
effective date based on further legislative action by the County, or the outcome of the referendum on November
6, 2018.
On July 24, 2018 the County Council enacted CB-52-2018 (DR-2), An Emergency Act regarding Second Hand
Pawn Dealers, Chapter 26 Laws of Prince George's County 2018 that hereby supersedes the provisions enacted
by the County via CB-14-2017 (DR-3) on November 14, 2017. Chapter 26, Laws of Prince George's County
2018 took effect upon becoming law on August 8, 2018.
Sec. 5-237.01. - Fee.
(a)
A fee for a RAPID license as prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid by an applicant when the initial
application for a license is filed; thereafter, unless the license is denied, suspended, revoked, or otherwise
terminated, the license shall be renewed annually upon the payment of the license fee prescribed in the Table of
Fees.
(CB-52-2018)
Sec. 5-238. - Retention of items.
No secondhand dealer or pawn dealer and no employee or other person acting for that dealer shall dispose of any
item described in Section 5-233 and received by the dealer until a period of thirty (30) days shall have elapsed
after the date of submission or electronic transmission of the report required by Section 5-237, or the item is
inspected by the County Police Department, whichever shall occur first. Where the dealer finds that the thirty
(30) day waiting period constitutes a burden, he may contact the Police Department by letter stating his need for
early action and requesting an expedited inspection. Within 96 hours after receiving the request, the Police
Department shall approve or deny the request. The dealer shall retain, for an additional period of twelve (12)
days, any item described in Section 5-233 if the County Police Department requests that the dealer retain the
item and the County Police Department has reasonable cause to believe the item has been stolen. Items which
are required to be retained by the provisions of this Section shall be tagged in compliance with regulations of the
County Police Department and shall be securely stored in a separate location within the business, apart from
other items of property. In any case, no item shall be sold or otherwise be removed from the location of the
licensed business of the secondhand dealer or pawn dealer during the period of prescribed retention. The thirty
(30) day holding period required by this Section shall not apply to pawned items which are redeemed with the
original ticket.
(CB-127-1982; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1997)
Sec. 5-238.01. - Release of stolen property.
(a)
A dealer shall hold for, and release to, an authorized member of the County Police Department any item of
personal property listed in Section 5-233 located at the place of business of the secondhand dealer if:
(1)
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The item is established to have been stolen;
(2)
The owner of the item or victim of the theft has:
(A)
Positively identified the item; or
(B)
Provided an affidavit of ownership; and
(3)
The stolen property report describes the item.
(b)
When the County Police Department no longer needs an item for evidence, the County Police Department shall
give the item to its owner.
(c)
A secondhand dealer or pawn dealer who is required to release an item under this Subdivision is not entitled to
reimbursement for any pledge or purchase price paid for the item from:
(1)
The County Police Department to which the secondhand dealer or pawn dealer released the item;
(2)
The owner of the item; or
(3)
The victim of the theft.
(CB-107-1994; CB-29-1997)
Sec. 5-239. - Inspections by police.
Any authorized member of the County Police Department may, during normal business hours and in the
presence of the secondhand dealer or pawn dealer or his representative, inspect at the dealer's place of business
the records required to be kept by this Division and any item of property listed in Section 5-233. If the
secondhand dealer or pawn dealer refuses to permit such an inspection, a search warrant shall be obtained and
the Secondhand Dealer of Pawn Dealer's License for the refusing dealer shall automatically be suspended
pending the outcome of the inspection and until the suspension is terminated by the Director of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. It shall be unlawful for a secondhand dealer or pawn dealer to operate as such
while his license is suspended.
(CB-127-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-107-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-29-1997; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-240. - Regulations.
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(a)
The Chief of Police of the County Police Department is authorized to issue regulations to implement this
Division.
(b)
A pawn dealer or a secondhand dealer may be open to the public between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M.
and shall not conduct any business with the public at any other time.
(c)
The use of a drive-up window or other practice, service, or device that enables a patron to conduct business from
a motor vehicle without leaving the motor vehicle is prohibited.
(d)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall not issue a Pawn Dealer license to any person
who has been issued a business license by the Department in accordance with Subtitle 5 of the Prince George's
County Code, or been issued a license for the retailing of spirituous liquors.
(CB-127-1982; CB-85-2000; CB-38-2009; CB-40-2010; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-241. - Penalty.
(a)
Any person may be liable for a civil fine as provided for in Subtitle 28 for a violation of the provisions of this
Division. If the violation is of a continuing nature, each and every day during which the violation continues is a
separate violation.
(b)
Any person or corporation who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this Division or who makes any
false statement in connection therewith or who gives false identification shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not
exceeding six (6) months, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(CB-127-1982; CB-29-1997)
Sec. 5-242. - Definition.
(a)
Automated purchasing machine means a self-service device that is designed to dispense money in exchange for
personal property and is also known as a reverse vending machine. This section does not apply to an automated
purchasing machine that is used exclusively for collecting recyclable materials, including paper, glass, metals,
plastics, and cardboard, in accordance with a recycling program approved by the Maryland Department of the
Environment.
(b)
Personal property means private property that is moveable. Personal property includes property that is serialized
or normally has a unique identifier and gift cards or vouchers that have monetary value.
(CB-49-2014)
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Sec. 5-243. - Prohibition.
(a)
The installation or operation of automated purchasing machines is prohibited within Prince George's County.
(CB-49-2014)
Sec. 5-244. - Penalties.
(a)
A violation of Section 5-243 shall be punished by a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by
imprisonment for not more than six (6) months.
(CB-49-2014)
Sec. 5-245. through Sec. 5-251. - Reserved.
DIVISION 20. - NURSING HOMES AND RELATED FACILITIES.
Sec. 5-252. - Licensing required.
No person shall establish, conduct, maintain or operate in Prince George's County a nursing home, domiciliary
care home, long term intermediate care facility, or personal care intermediate care facility, subject to the rules
and regulations contained in Sections 10.07.02, 10.07.03, 10.07.05 and 10.07.06 of the Code of Maryland
Regulations (COMAR), without obtaining a license issued by the County Health Officer.
(CB-110-1977; CB-62-1978)
Sec. 5-253. - Application for license.
Applications for licenses shall be filed with the Prince George's County Health Department on forms supplied by
the County Health Officer reasonably requiring information identifying the licensee, the location of the
operation of the facility and the licensee's ability to carry out the operation pursuant to the regulations.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 5-254. - License fee.
(a)
The annual license fee for each facility shall be Four Dollars ($4.00) per bed for domiciliary care beds and
Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per bed for all other classifications with a minimum fee of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) for each facility, renewable annually upon payment of the fee.
(b)
A duplicate license will be issued, on request, at a charge of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).
(CB-110-1977; CB-65-1991; CB-34-1992)
Sec. 5-254.01. - Approval of Plans.
No person shall construct or substantially alter any nursing home or related facility until plans and specifications
have been submitted to and approved by the Prince George's County Health Department. At the time of
submitting plans to the Health Department for new or remodeled nursing homes or related facilities, a fee of
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Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for new facilities or a fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for
remodeled facilities shall be paid. A fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for each resubmittal of
plans after the first resubmittal. An additional fee of Twenty-five ($25.00) shall be paid for each reinspection
after the first reinspection required prior to approval to operate. A fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be
paid for prospective inspections, consultations, and equipment evaluations.
(CB-34-1992)
Sec. 5-255. - Issuance of license.
The County Health Officer shall upon satisfactory proof of the prospective compliance with County and State
laws issue a County license for a nursing home, domiciliary care home, long term intermediate care facility, or
personal care intermediate care facility, subject to the rules and regulations contained in Sections 10.07.02,
10.07.03, 10.07.05 and 10.07.06 of the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR), as the case may be. Upon a
refusal to issue a license the County Health Officer shall state in writing to the applicant the specific reasons for
denial.
(CB-110-1977; CB-62-1978)
Sec. 5-256. - Inspections.
The County Health Officer shall periodically, but no less than four (4) times a year, three (3) of which shall be
unannounced, check with each licensed facility for compliance with State and County standards where
applicable. Periodic inspections shall to the extent feasible be in lieu of and not in duplication of inspections by
the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 5-257. - Notice of violation.
Prior to any legal enforcement under the provisions of this Division all licensees shall be given a written notice
of violation and a reasonable opportunity not to exceed three (3) months unless waived upon good cause shown,
to correct the violation. Such notice shall advise the licensee of those violations which are considered by the
County Health Officer to be of such a nature that if not corrected may result in action to suspend or revoke the
license for operation of the facility.
(CB-110-1977; CB-112-1980)
Sec. 5-258. - Revocation of licenses.
(a)
The County Health Officer may for failure to remedy serious violations, or for the repeated failure to remedy
minor violations of State and County laws and rules and regulations, revoke any license issued by it after
granting the licensee an opportunity for a hearing. The hearing shall be held not less than ten (10) days after
notice to the licensee. The licensee shall have an opportunity to be represented by counsel at the hearing.
(b)
Prior to giving notice to the licensee, the County Health Officer shall notify the Secretary of the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene of his intention to suspend or revoke the license and the reasons therefor. The
County Health Officer may proceed with the proposed suspension or revocation unless the Secretary shall have
disapproved such action within fourteen (14) days of the mailing of the notice.
(CB-110-1977; CB-62-1978; CB-112-1980)
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Sec. 5-258.01. - Restrictions on new admissions.
(a)
The County Health Officer may for failure to remedy serious violations of State and County laws, rules and
regulations, restrict new admissions to any institution licensed under this Division. The licensee shall be given
an opportunity to appeal the action by the County Health Officer to the County Council sitting as the Board of
Health. The hearing shall be held not less than thirty (30) days after the action of the County Health Officer. The
licensee shall have an opportunity to be represented by counsel at the hearing.
(b)
The County Health Officer shall notify the Secretary of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene of his
intention to restrict new admissions as far in advance of the actions as practicable. The Secretary of Health and
Mental Hygiene shall have the opportunity to participate as a party in the hearing to consider such restrictions.
(CB-112-1980)
Sec. 5-258.02. - Enforcement of corrective orders.
Where the County Health Officer issues a corrective order, it shall contain a notice that if the County Health
Officer determines that the person complained against has not, within the time specified in the order, corrected
the violation and complied with the order, the County Health Officer will transmit the matter to the Office of
Law for enforcement. If no appeal is pending before the County Council sitting as the Board of Health, the
County Attorney is authorized to bring, in the name of the County, a body politic, any civil action necessary to
enforce the orders of the County Health Officer.
(CB-62-1978; CB-112-1980)
Sec. 5-259. - Appeals.
(a)
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the County Health Officer with respect to the revocation of a license shall
have the right to a hearing before the County Council sitting as the Board of Health. The hearing shall be held
not less than thirty (30) days after notice to the license.
(b)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision of the County Council sitting as the Board of Health shall be entitled to
file an appeal within thirty (30) days to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. Such appeals
shall be governed by the provision of the Maryland rules pertaining to administrative appeals.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 5-260. - County regulations.
The County Health Officer shall periodically review the State Regulations on nursing homes, domiciliary care
homes, long term intermediate care facilities or personal care intermediate care facilities, subject to the rules and
regulations contained in Sections 10.07.02, 10.07.03, 10.07.05 and 10.07.06 of the Code of Maryland
Regulations (COMAR), and shall recommend to the County Board of Health where deemed necessary or
desirable the adoption of additional or more stringent regulations.
(CB-110-1977; CB-62-1978)
Sec. 5-261. - Rules and regulations of Board of Health.
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(a)
Generally. The County Council, sitting as the Board of Health, by resolution, is hereby authorized and
empowered to adopt and enforce from time to time all needful standards and regulations for the health, safety,
welfare and physical requirements of the patients in institutions and for the implementation and enforcement of
this Division and such rules and regulations may be in addition to, inclusive of and not in conflict with any rules
and regulations of the State Board of Health applicable to such institutions; provided, however, that, before
finally adopting or enforcing such regulations or before substantially revising such rules and regulations, the
Board of Health shall give at least fifteen (15) days notice by publication, circular or otherwise as it may deem
appropriate, informing all persons who may be interested in the enforcement of such rules and regulations that
the Board of Health will hear such persons on a certain day named in such notice for the purpose of receiving
and considering suggestions before the adoption or revision of such rules.
(b)
Publication, etc. After adoption or revision of such regulations, the Board may, within a reasonable time
thereafter, publish the regulations in such form as it may determine, and make copies of the regulations available
at the County Health Department to all interested persons at a nominal fee as established by the County Health
Officer.
(CB-110-1977)
Sec. 5-262. - Violations.
Any person who shall establish, conduct, maintain or operate a nursing home, domiciliary care home, long term
intermediate care facility, or personal care intermediate care facility subject to the rules and regulations
contained in Sections 10.07.02, 10.07.03, 10.07.05 and 10.07.06 of the Code of Maryland Regulations
(COMAR), without a license from the Prince George's County Health Department, or anyone who shall operate
on a revoked license, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) or up to six (6) months in confinement or both. Each day of operation shall constitute a separate
offense.
(CB-110-1977; CB-62-1978)
DIVISION 21. - TOWING REGULATIONS.
Sec. 5-263. - Legislative intent.
It is the intent of this Division to protect the general welfare and public interests of the residents of the
community, to safeguard the public interests against fraud, discrimination, deception, and similar abuses, and to
eliminate unnecessary street congestion, delays, and traffic hazards caused by accident, mechanical failure, or
any violation of law.
(CB-16-1978)
Sec. 5-264. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purpose of this Division the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them by this Section.
(1)
Department means the Department of the Environment.
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(1.1)
Director means the Director of the Environment, or the Director's designee.
(2)
License means the license to engage in the business of towing vehicles within the boundaries of Prince George's
County, Maryland, and issued pursuant to this Division.
(2.1)
License number means the number of the license issued by the Department.
(3)
Motor Vehicle means any vehicle which is self-propelled or propelled by electric power obtained from overhead
trolley wires, but not operated upon rails and shall include motorcycles which means a vehicle having a saddle
for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground,
including a motor scooter, mopeds, and a bicycle with motor attached, but excluding a tractor.
(4)
Person means a natural person or a firm, partnership, association or corporation.
(5)
Police Department includes all law enforcement agencies authorized to enforce laws within the geographical
boundaries of Prince George's County, Maryland, and those special police who have been appointed pursuant to
the provisions of Title 4, Subtitle 9, Article 41, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(6)
Storage means the holding, accommodation and protection of all motor vehicles.
(7)
Towing means the moving or removing of a vehicle by a tow truck.
(8)
Towing Company means a person or entity that provides towing services.
(9)
Towing Service means the operation of removing or towing motor vehicles.
(10)
Tow Truck means a vehicle capable of lifting or transportation a motor vehicle.
(11)
Tow Truck Medallion Number means the number assigned by the Department to each tow truck operating under
a license.
(12)
605/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Tow Truck Operator means any person who is the operator of a tow truck.
(CB-16-1978; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-40-2009; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 5-265. - License required; penalty.
(a)
Except as provided in Section 5-266 of this Division, it shall be unlawful for any person to provide a towing
service in Prince George's County, Maryland, without first having obtained a license from the Department.
(b)
Each license shall be renewed on an annual basis.
(c)
A person who provides a towing service in Prince George's County without a license is guilty of a misdemeanor
and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to
exceed six (6) months, or both.
(d)
Any tow truck providing towing services without a license shall be subject to impoundment in accordance with
regulations issued by the Director and may only be retrieved upon presentation to the Department of proof of
license and/or payment of a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).
(CB-16-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-266. - Exemptions.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall not apply to the following:
(1)
Persons towing their own motor vehicles;
(2)
A towing company that tows without any charge, fees, or dues connected therewith and with permission of the
owner or operator of a motor vehicle;
(3)
A towing company that tows a motor vehicle into or through Prince George's County, Maryland, from a point
outside the County;
(4)
The transportation of motor vehicles for sale to and from licensed automobile dealers;
(5)
A towing company licensed in another jurisdiction responding to a call from the owner or operator for the
removal of a motor vehicle from the County into such other jurisdiction;
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(6)
A towing company owned or operated by the government of the United States, State of Maryland, Prince
George's County, or any municipality within Prince George's County.
(CB-16-1978; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-267. - Application; information required; signature required.
(a)
Application for a towing service license shall be made upon a form prescribed by the Director.
(b)
In addition to such other information as the Director may reasonably deem necessary for purposes of the
implementation, administration, and enforcement of this Subtitle, the application shall state the following:
(1)
The name, address and telephone number of the applicant; and if the applicant is a partnership, the name,
address and telephone number of each partner, or if the applicant is a corporation, the names, addresses and
telephone numbers of the principal officers of the corporation and the state in which incorporated; the name and
address of the authorized designated representative in the State of Maryland and the state in which incorporated;
the tow truck's Vehicle Identification Number (VIN); proof of state registration and tag number; United States or
Maryland Department of Transportation identification number and proof of insurance; and
(2)
The business location from which towing services shall be provided and the location of any storage facilities. It
shall be the duty of every licensee to inform the Department of any changes in business location or storage
facility prior to the relocation from the business location listed on the application.
(c)
Every application shall be signed and certified that the information given thereon is true and correct. The
signature shall be that of the applicant if the applicant is an individual; or if the applicant is a partnership or
corporation, the signature shall be that of an officer or partner or designated agent thereof.
(CB-16-1978; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-268. - Issuance of license; categories of license.
(a)
The Director shall issue regulations specifying the prerequisites, qualifications and procedure for the issuance of
two categories of license to provide towing services in the County.
(1)
Level 1: Consensual Towing, the towing of a motor vehicle at the request of the owner or the owner's agent,
insurer, primary lienholder or law enforcement officer;
(2)
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Level 2: Non-Consensual Towing, the towing of a motor vehicle from private property at the request of the
owner of the property, the owner's designee, or law enforcement officer, and Consensual Towing.
(b)
The annual license fee for each category of license shall be as follows:
(1)
Level 1: Consensual Towing: $1,000.00;
(2)
Level 2: Non-Consensual and Consensual Towing: $2,000.00.
(c)
Each licensee shall be assigned a license number which shall be displayed on each licensed tow truck in
accordance with subsection (g) of this section or the regulations issued by the Director.
(d)
Each tow truck operating under a license shall be assigned a tow truck medallion number, which must be
displayed on the tow truck in accordance with subsection (g) of this section or the regulations issued by the
Director. A licensee shall be subject to a truck fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per tow truck medallion issued
by the Director.
(e)
The Department is authorized to conduct an investigation prior to issuing a towing license as it deems necessary
to determine the applicant's qualifications for each license, ability to engage in the licensed activity without
detriment to the public and compliance with the regulations issued by the Director. The investigation shall
include a determination of whether there is adequate storage and/or repair facilities at the locations specified on
the application. Each storage facility listed on the application shall be in a place that is properly zoned for that
use, allow entry and exit in a fashion not to jeopardize the safety of any operator or vehicle, and be readily
available for the recovery of towed motor vehicles in a safe manner. The Director shall also provide for the
inspection of licensed tow trucks to determine whether the towing apparatus is safe and capable of providing
towing services.
(f)
The license issued under this Division shall be prominently displayed at the licensee's established place of
business. In case of loss, mutilation or destruction of a license, a duplicate may be issued at a cost of twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) per license.
(g)
Each tow truck shall have permanent signs or markings on both sides of the vehicle, in a color that contrasts with
the color of the body paint and in letters not less than three (3) inches in height, the name, telephone number, and
license number of the licensee for that tow truck. Each tow truck shall also display on the driver side fender a
tow truck medallion number issued by the Department that contains the license number of the licensee for that
tow truck.
(h)
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The licensee shall file with the Director a towing service price list. The licensee shall not make any changes in
the towing service price list without first submitting revised price lists with the Director.
(i)
Before providing any consensual towing service, each tow truck operator shall inform the owner or operator of
the motor vehicle or the owner's representative of the towing service charges and provide an itemized Towing
Service Work Order Statement, except no Towing Service Work Order Statement shall be required where the
owner or operator of the motor vehicle or the owner's representative is not reasonably available or otherwise
consents to the tow. In addition to such items as the Director deems appropriate by regulation, each Towing
Service Work Order Statement shall contain the following:
(1)
The name, business address, license number, and telephone number of the towing company, and the License
Number and Tow Truck Medallion Number assigned to the tow truck;
(2)
A brief description of the motor vehicle including the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and the motor
vehicle license plate number;
(3)
The location from which the vehicle is being towed and the location where the vehicle will be towed;
(4)
The towing charge except in those cases where it is impractical under the circumstances to give a fixed charge,
the Towing Service Work Order Statement shall describe the basis for such charge and provide an estimate of the
anticipated cost;
(5)
If appropriate, the rate chargeable per day for storage where the motor vehicle is to be stored.
(j)
Upon payment of any fees for towing services, the tow truck operator shall sign and deliver a receipt for any
payment to the owner and/or operator of the motor vehicle. The receipt shall be signed in a legible manner and
be accompanied with a printed signature or a tow company issued employee identification number, as well as the
license number of the towing company and the tow truck medallion number of the tow truck providing the
towing service.
(k)
The motor vehicle shall be moved to the licensee's storage or repair facility within Prince George's County
unless directed otherwise by the Police Department or the owner of the vehicle, or the owner's authorized agent.
The storage or repair facility shall not under any circumstances be any area other than his established place of
business as designated in the license issued by the Department of Environmental Resources. Supplementary or
overflow storage shall require separate offices, must be within Prince George's County and comply with all
applicable zoning requirements. Any motor vehicle so moved shall only be stored and no work shall be done on
such motor vehicle without the consent of the owner or operator. Storage charges may only commence eighteen
(18) hours after the motor vehicle is towed.
(l)
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Each towing company licensed under the provisions of this Division shall be required to maintain a daily towing
log. Such daily towing log shall be maintained by the licensee for one (1) year. The daily towing log shall
include the following:
(1)
The license plate number of the motor vehicle towed;
(2)
The location the motor vehicle was towed to and from;
(3)
The reasons for towing;
(4)
The name and telephone number of the person authorizing the towing of the motor vehicle;
(5)
The year, make and model of the vehicle towed;
(6)
Copy of each notification letter, return receipt, and notice of publication for each motor vehicle towed;
(7)
Additional pertinent information, other than financial, as required by the Director.
(m)
Each towing company licensed under the provisions of this Division shall be required to make available for
inspection by the Department of Environmental Resources or the Police Department such daily towing log as
provided for in Subsection (l), above, and shall make available for inspection by the Police Department those
motor vehicles so listed in the daily towing log which have been impounded or stored upon the storage or repair
facility of the towing company.
(n)
Each towing company licensed under the provisions of this Division which provides towing services shall have
personnel present at its storage yard at all times when towing services are available for the purpose of releasing
vehicles impounded pursuant to State or County law.
(CB-16-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-15-1985; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-41-2005; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
Sec. 5-268.01. - Bond.
As a condition of issuance of a towing service license, each applicant shall furnish a surety bond in the sum of
Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) payable to the County and executed by the applicant and a surety approved
by the Director. Such bond shall be conditioned upon the applicant's compliance with the provisions of this
Division and Subtitle 26, Division 10, and upon the condition that the applicant will pay any penalty or other
obligation within thirty (30) days of its imposition, including but not limited to orders for reimbursement, issued
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by a hearing officer under Section 26-142.10. In lieu of a surety bond, the Director may allow a cash deposit
equal to Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00).
(CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-269. - Authority to issue regulations.
The Director is hereby authorized to promulgate and issue regulations regarding licensing which are necessary to
implement the express provisions of this Division and its purpose and intent. Such regulations shall be adopted
only after written notice to all licensees and after a public hearing, duly advertised, in the County newspapers of
record, giving at least fifteen (15) working days notice, at which time all interested persons shall be afforded an
opportunity to be heard.
(CB-16-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995)
Sec. 5-270. - Insurance requirement.
(a)
Each person obtaining a towing license under the provisions of this Division shall forthwith file with the
Department of Environmental Resources a copy of his insurance policy or a certificate of insurance
demonstrating coverage for losses sustained by the owner of any motor vehicle due to negligence occurring
during the time that the vehicle is in the custody of the towing service.
(b)
Each person who registers a tow truck under Section 13-920 of the Transportation Article of the Maryland
Annotated Code shall obtain commercial liability insurance in the amount of at least One Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($100,000.00) per person, Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) per occurrence of bodily
injury liability, and One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) per occurrence property damage liability. In
addition, each person shall provide proof of insurance for cargo, unhook and garageman operations as required
by State law. Each person obtaining a towing license under the provisions of this Division shall also list Prince
George's County as an additional insured.
(c)
Each licensee shall also maintain worker's compensation coverage for the operators of it tow trucks.
(CB-16-1978; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-41-2005; CB-40-2009; CB-23-2010)
Sec. 5-271. - Continuing obligations.
The licensing requirement as to adequate storage and/or repair facilities within Prince George's County and
capability of towing apparatus, insurance and maintenance of daily towing log shall be a continuing obligation
of the licensee.
(CB-16-1978; CB-41-2005)
Sec. 5-272. - Prohibited acts.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any towing company or tow truck operator licensed under the provisions of this Division
to move, tow, or store any motor vehicle to a place more than fifteen (15) miles from the place of removal or to a
location outside of Prince George's County without the consent of the owner, operator, insurer or primary
lienholder.
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(b)
It shall be unlawful for any towing company or tow truck operator by any statement or action, to make any false
representation to the effect that such person conducting the towing service represents or is approved by any
organization which provides emergency road service for motor vehicles, or to make false representation as to the
name of the towing company.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any towing company or tow truck operator at the scene of an accident or breakdown to
require the execution of an agreement to have repair work performed as a condition to providing towing service.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any towing company or tow truck operator to use any public space for the
accommodation of a motor vehicle removed from the scene of an accident or breakdown, or impoundment,
except as the use of any such space may be directed by a member of the Police Department.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any tow truck operator to furnish any towing service at the scene of an accident or
breakdown unless he has been authorized or called to such scene by the owner or operator of the motor vehicle
or by a member of the Police Department. The Police Department shall only contract and use towing companies
licensed by the Department. If the tow is at the request of the Police Department, the motor vehicle shall be
removed by the towing company so called by the Police Department. In all cases of Police Department requested
tows, the Police Officer requesting the towing service shall affix a sticker to the upper left-hand corner, rear
window, of the motor vehicle designating the name of the towing service called to the scene of the accident or
breakdown. Any violation of this Section by the towing company or tow truck operator shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both for each offense.
(CB-16-1978; CB-41-2005; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-273. - Denial, revocation, suspension, refusal to renew license.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew any licenses issued under this
Division if the Director finds that:
(1)
The applicant or licensee has failed to comply with any provision contained in the Prince George's County Code.
(2)
The applicant or licensee furnished or made misleading or false statements on reports, certifications and written
documents required by this Division.
(3)
A court of competent jurisdiction has found an applicant for a license or a licensee guilty of criminal activity
during the preceding three (3) years directly relating to the operation or business of towing or for a crime
involving theft or a related crime involving dishonesty or theft of property or constitutes a series of crimes which
include receiving or the sale of stolen motor vehicles. A plea of nolo contendere shall be deemed to be the
equivalent of a conviction of guilty plea for purposes of this Division.
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(4)
A court of competent jurisdiction has found any tow truck operator guilty of a criminal act authorized by the
licensee.
(5)
A motor vehicle has been towed by a towing company without the consent of the owner or operator of the motor
vehicle or without the direction of the Police Department or authorized under some authority of law.
(6)
A tow truck operator has knowingly failed to comply with the specific requirement of any laws regulating the
towing of motor vehicles.
(7)
The licensee has failed to make available for inspection by the Director or the Police Department such daily
towing log as required by Section 5-268 (m).
(8)
The licensee has failed to allow the Police Department reasonable access to inspect any motor vehicle listed in
the daily log that has been impounded or stored upon the storage facility of the towing company.
(9)
The licensee has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of conduct which is in violation of any provision
of Division 8 of Subtitle 2 of the Prince George's County Code or the consumer protection laws of the State, or
has repeatedly demonstrated a disregard for compliance with any provision or provisions of Division 8 of
Subtitle 2 of the Prince George's County Code or the consumer protection laws of the State.
(10)
The licensee has failed to comply with an order to reimburse the owner of a motor vehicle that was deemed
improperly towed within fifteen (15) days of the order or failed to comply with any other order of a hearing
officer resulting from a proceeding under this Code or such regulations as the Director may issue.
(11)
The licensee has failed to accept a credit card for payment at its business location or storage facility more than
five (5) times in a year.
(12)
The licensee has failed to appear at a hearing three (3) times in a three (3) month period.
(b)
No license shall be denied, suspended, revoked, or not renewed hereunder without the Director first notifying, in
writing, the licensee and its resident agent, and providing the reasons for said denial, suspension, revocation or
refusal to renew a license. The written notice shall be served by delivery of said notice to all parties by registered
or certified mail. Any party aggrieved by a decision or action of the Director shall have the right to request a
hearing within ten (10) calendar days after the date of such decision or action. At least fifteen (15) calendar days
prior to the date set for the hearing, the Director shall notify the licensee to the proceeding and its resident agent
in writing of the date, time and place set for the hearing and the charge made, and afford all parties the
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opportunity to be heard in person and by counsel in reference thereto. The written notice shall be served by the
delivery of the notice to all parties by registered or certified mail. Within ten (10) working days following the
hearing, the Director shall render a final decision and the reasons therefor in writing and shall forward a copy of
the same to all parties by certified or registered mail.
(c)
The Director may deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew any license issued under this Division for a period
of time determined by the Director to be just and reasonable in relation to the severity of the violations found to
exist under this Section. If a license has been denied, revoked, or not renewed, the applicant shall not be eligible
to apply for another license for a period of twelve (12) months after the date on which the Director rendered a
denial, revocation or refusal to renew decision.
(CB-16-1978; CB-35-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-274. - Appeals.
(a)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension, revocation, or
refusal to renew a license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Appeals for Prince
George's County, Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of a denial, suspension, revocation or
refusal to renew decision rendered by the Director. Appeals to the Board of Appeals from denial, suspension,
revocation, or refusal to renew decision of the Director shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
The Board may only reverse, modify, or remand the decision of the Director only if the decision of the Director
is clearly erroneous, illegal, arbitrary or capricious, or unsupported by any substantial evidence. The Board shall
not have the authority to issue an order which is in conflict with a lawful order of the Director, the requirements
and provisions of this Division, federal or State law. The Board of Appeals shall render a final decision within
forty (40) calendar days after receiving the notice of appeal.
(b)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision by the Board of Appeals, including the Director, shall be entitled to file
an appeal within thirty (30) days to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. Such appeals shall
be governed by the provisions of the Maryland Rules pertaining to administrative appeals.
(CB-16-1978; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 5-274.01. - Penalties.
Except as provided otherwise in this Division, a violation by a person of any of the provisions of this Division is
guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
or imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
(CB-40-2009)
DIVISION 22. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5-275. through Sec. 5-312. - Reserved.
DIVISION 23. - MODEL STUDIOS.
Sec. 5-313. - Declarations of findings and policy.
It is hereby declared that the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, has found that a number of
establishments have been opened in Prince George's County for the purpose of offering live models for posing,
sketching, photographing, and other purposes for paying customers, and that the unregulated proliferation of
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model studios and similar businesses disrupts the areas where they exist and facilitates the use of the premises
for lewd displays and purposes. The Council further finds and declares that the licensing and regulation of model
studios is required to protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfare.
(CB-125-1983)
SUBDIVISION 1. - DEFINITIONS.
Sec. 5-314. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases have the meanings assigned below, except in
those instances in which the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)
Director. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's duly authorized designee or
agent.
(2)
Erogenous areas. The pubic area, breasts, penis, scrotum, vulva, perineum, or anus.
(3)
Figure model. Any person who poses to be photographed, sketched, observed, posed, viewed, painted, drawn,
sculptured, or otherwise similarly depicted.
(4)
Model studio. Any premises where a customer or patron, for a fee, is permitted to photograph, sketch, observe,
view, paint, draw, sketch, sculpt or otherwise depict, or direct the poses of a live figure model in the nude or
semi-nude. This definition shall not be construed to include a theatre, an accredited school or educational
institution, or any similar type of cultural or educational use.
(5)
Nude or seminude. Exposure of genitals, vulva, anus, pubic hair or cleft of the buttocks; or the exposure of any
device which is intended to simulate the genitals, vulva, anus, pubic hair or cleft of the buttocks; or the exposure
of any portion of the female breast at or below the areola.
(CB-125-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
SUBDIVISION 2. - LICENSES.
Sec. 5-315. - License required for operation of model studio; investigation fee.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in, conduct, carry on or operate or permit to be operated within the
County a model studio unless an application therefor has been approved and a license issued by the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in compliance with this Division.
(b)
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Each application for a model studio shall be accompanied by an investigation fee of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars
($250.00), no part of which shall be refundable. Said fee shall not be in lieu of, and shall be in addition to, any
license fee required by this Division. Upon receipt of said application, the Director shall refer the application to
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, Fire Department, Police Department, Health
Department and the Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, each of whom, within a period of thirty (30) days from the date of application, shall
review records and make an inspection of the premises proposed to be used as a model studio and shall make a
written recommendation to the Director concerning compliance with the law.
(CB-125-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-316. - Model Studio license fee; term.
Every person conducting or engaging in business as a model studio shall pay an annual license fee of Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). The license must be renewed one (1) year from the date of issue. The fee shall
not be in lieu of, and shall be in addition to, any business license tax required to be paid.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-317. - Model Studio license application.
(a)
Each application for a model studio license shall be upon a form provided by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. Each such form shall contain the following information:
(1)
A description of the facilities and services to be available on the premises of the proposed establishment.
(2)
The location and mailing address of each applicant.
(3)
The name, residence address, and home and business telephone numbers of each applicant. If the applicant is an
association or a partnership, the names and resident addresses and home and business telephone numbers of each
of the associates or partners. If the applicant is a corporation it shall state the names, home and business
telephone numbers and residence address of each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each
stockholder, and provide a copy of the documents establishing the corporation. If one or more of the
stockholders is itself a corporation, the names and residence addresses of each of the officers and directors of
that corporation and of each stockholder of that corporation holding ten percent (10%) or more of the stock of
that corporation.
(4)
If the applicant is an individual, all other residences of the applicant for the three (3) year period immediately
prior to the application. If the applicant is an association or a partnership, the names and residence of each
associate or partner for the three (3) year period immediately prior to the application. If the applicant is a
corporation, all the residences for a three (3) year period of each of the officers and directors of said corporation,
and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation.
(5)
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If the applicant is an individual, written proof that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older. If the
applicant is a partnership, written proof that each partner is eighteen (18) years of age or older. If the applicant is
a corporation, written proof that each of the officers and directors of said corporation and of each stockholder
owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation is eighteen (18) years of age or older. It shall
be a prerequisite to the issuance of any license that the applicant or any affiliated person be eighteen (18) years
of age or older.
(6)
If the applicant is an individual, a complete set of the applicant's fingerprints. If the applicant is an association or
partnership, a complete set of each associate's or partner's fingerprints. If the applicant is a corporation, a
complete set of fingerprints of each of the officers and directors of the corporation and of each stockholder
owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the corporation. If one or more of the stockholders owning
more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant corporation is itself a corporation, and owns thirty-three percent
(33%) of the stock of the applicant corporation, a complete set of fingerprints of each of the officers and
directors of said corporation and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock of the
corporation. The fingerprints shall be taken by the Chief of Police, or his designee.
(7)
If the applicant is an individual, the business, occupation, or employment of the applicant for the three (3) year
period immediately preceding the date of the application. If the applicant is an association or partnership, the
business, occupation, or employment of each associate or partner for the three (3) year period immediately prior
to the date of the application. If the applicant is a corporation, the business, occupation, or employment of each
officer and director of the corporation and of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%) of the stock
of the corporation for the three (3) year period immediately preceding the date of the application.
(8)
The history of the applicant in the operation of model studios or any similar business or occupation, including,
but not limited to, whether or not such person, in previously operating in this or another city or state under
permit or license, has had such permit or license revoked or suspended and the reason therefor, and the business
activity or occupation of the applicant subsequent to such action or suspension or revocation.
(9)
The criminal record, if any, other than misdemeanor traffic violations, of the applicant. If the applicant is an
association or partnership, the criminal record of each associate or partner. If the applicant is a corporation, the
criminal record of each officer or director of the corporation and each of the stockholders owning more than ten
percent (10%) of the applicant corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) of the
stock of the applicant corporation, the criminal record of each stockholder owning more than ten percent (10%)
of the stock of the corporation.
(10)
The name of the operator or manager of the model studio. If the operator or manager of the model studio is not
an applicant, then the operator or manager must provide the information required in paragraphs (1) through (9)
of this Section and will be considered as an applicant for the purpose of Section 5-320 and as a licensee for the
purposes of Section 5-327.
(b)
Every applicant for a model studio license and every licensee shall be subject to a continuing duty to supply to
the Director current information with respect to the items set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section, such report
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to be made within fourteen (14) days of learning of any change. Failure to report a change in that information
after learn of it shall be grounds for revocation of the license.
(CB-125-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-318. - License required for operator or manager of model studio.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or manage a model studio without a valid, nonsuspended license
issued pursuant to this Division.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-319. - Operator or manager of model studio license; term.
Every person operating or managing a model studio shall pay an annual license fee of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00). The license shall be renewed one year from date of issue. The fee shall not be in lieu of, and shall be
in addition, to, any business license tax required to be paid.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-320. - Operator or manager of model studio license application.
(a)
Each application for a model studio operator's or manager's license shall be upon a form provided by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Each such form shall contain the following
information:
(1)
The applicant's full name, residence address, and residence telephone number.
(2)
The name and address of the model studio where the applicant is to be employed and the name of the owner of
same.
(3)
The criminal record, if any, other than misdemeanor traffic violations, of the applicant.
(4)
A complete set of the applicant's fingerprints which shall be taken by the Chief of Police or his designee.
(5)
Written proof that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older.
(6)
Three (3) color photographs of the applicant, not greater than two inches square as determined by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. One photograph shall be sealed on the license issued
to a successful applicant. One photograph shall be retained in the files of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement and the other photograph shall be forwarded to the Police Department, which shall
maintain files for operator or manager license applicants and licensees.
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(b)
Every applicant or holder of a model studio operator or manager's license shall be subject to a continuing duty to
supply to the Director current information with respect to the items set forth in paragraph (a) of this Section,
such report to be made within fourteen (14) days of learning of any change. Failure to report a change in that
information after learning of it shall be grounds for revocation of the license.
(CB-125-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-321. - Investigation of applicant for operator or manager's license; grounds for denial of application;
continuing investigations.
(a)
Upon receipt of the application and fee as provided for in the preceding Sections, the Director or his designee
shall make or cause to be made a thorough investigation of the applicant and corporate officers, directors, and
shareholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the capital stock, and general partners, of the applicant. The
Director shall forward a copy of every application for a license under this Division to the Chief of Police, who
shall make or cause to be made a complete criminal history and personal background investigation of every
applicant and all associated persons identified in the application. The Chief of Police shall report the findings of
the investigation to the Director with the recommendations of the Police Department as to licensure of the
applicants.
(b)
The Director shall deny any application for a model studio license or a model studio operator or manager's
license under this Division if the Director finds:
(1)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partner or members thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) or more of the stock of the applicant
corporation, any officer or director of that corporation or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock of that corporation within the preceding ten (10) years have been convicted of or with respect to
whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere to or suffered a forfeiture or who has had the benefit of a
disposition under Section 292 or Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code, on a charge of violating
any provision included in Sections 12, 15, 36, 36B, 41, 121, 122, 125, 237 through 246, 286, 286A, 287, 287A,
290, 335, 335A, 342, 384, 385, 386, 387, 407 through 411, 416A through 416G, 418, 419A, 426 through 432,
461 through 465, 486, 488, 553 or 554, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one or
more of those provisions, as the same may be amended, or on a charge of violation of a similar law in any other
jurisdiction, or any felony; or
(2)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partners or members thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock, or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation, is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three percent (33%) or more of the stock of the applicant
corporation, any officer or director of that corporation or any shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of
the capital stock of that corporation has been convicted, or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of
nolo contendere, or suffered a forfeiture or has had the benefit of a disposition under Section 292 or Section 641,
Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code on a charge of violating any Section of this Division relating to model
studios, or on a charge of violation or a similar law in any other jurisdiction; or
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(3)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is an association or partnership, any associate or partner thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the capital
stock is under the age of eighteen (18) years; or
(4)
That the applicant, or if the applicant is a partnership or association, any partner or associate thereof, or if the
applicant is a corporation, any officers, directors, or shareholders owning ten percent (10%) or more of the
capital stock or if one or more of the stockholders owning more than ten percent (10%) of the applicant
corporation is itself a corporation and owns thirty-three (33%) or more of the stock of the applicant corporation,
any officer or director of that corporation, or shareholder owning ten percent (10%) or more of the capital stock
of that corporation made a false statement on the application.
(5)
That the granting of the license is not necessary for the accommodation of the public in the community proposed
as the location of the model studio.
(6)
That the premises for which a model studio license is sought has not the minimum facilities required by this
Division, or does not comply with the Building Code, Electrical Code, Plumbing Code, Zoning Ordinance or
any other law, ordinance or regulation of the United States, the State of Maryland, Prince George's County or
any municipality applicable to the premises.
(c)
(1)
Before the Director shall act upon the application, the Director shall schedule and give notice of the time and
place of a public hearing to consider the application. The hearing shall be conducted by a hearing examiner, who
may be an attorney on the staff of the Office of Law. The Director shall notify the applicant in writing of the
time and place of the hearing, not less than 14 days prior to the scheduled date. The Director shall cause a notice
of the hearing to be published in two newspapers of record at least two times in two successive weeks, the last
publication of which shall be not less than seven (7) nor more than thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled date of
the hearing. The published notice shall specify the name of all applicants, the kind of license for which
application is made, the location of the place for the model studio proposed to be licensed, and the time and
place fixed by the Director for the hearing. The applicant shall bear the expense of publication of the notice and
shall deposit with the application, either in cash or by a certified, treasurer's or cashier's check or money order
made payable to Prince George's County, Maryland, the sum of $500.00 to cover publication costs.
(2)
At the public hearing, the hearing examiner shall first hear the applicant in support of the application. The
hearing examiner shall then hear any other person supporting the application. The hearing examiner shall then
hear any person opposing the application. After the close of all evidence, the hearing examiner shall make a
written report to the Director of his findings of fact and recommended action with respect to the application.
(d)
The Director shall act upon the application within one hundred twenty (120) days after the public hearing. The
Director shall give notice of his decision to the applicant in writing.
(CB-125-1983)
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Sec. 5-322. - Transfer of license.
No license issued under this Division shall be transferable from one person or establishment to another.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-323. - Change of location.
A change of location of a licensed model studio may be approved by the Director; provided however, that all
applicable provisions of the Code, including this Division are complied with and a change of location fee of Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) has been paid. A public hearing pursuant to Section 5-321(c) shall be required before
the change of location may be approved or disapproved.
(CB-125-1983)
SUBDIVISION 3. - MINIMUM STANDARDS.
Sec. 5-324. - Model studio facilities.
(a)
Model studio facilities shall be located in a proper zoning district as specified in the Zoning Ordinance, Subtitle
27, Prince George's County Code.
(b)
Model studio facilities shall comply with all requirements of the Building Code, Subtitle 4, Prince George's
County Code, as amended.
(c)
A recognizable and legible sign shall be posted at the main entrance identifying the premises as a model studio.
Any sign shall comply with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Subtitle 27, Prince George's County
Code.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-325. - Display of licenses and ordinances.
(a)
Every person to whom a model studio license shall have been granted shall display said license in a conspicuous
place in the model studio so that it may be readily seen by persons entering the premises.
(b)
Every person to whom a manager's or operator's license shall have been granted shall, while in the model studio,
display in a conspicuous place in the model studio said operator's or manager's license.
(c)
A copy of the model studio ordinance, consisting of Division 23 of Subtitle 5 of the Prince George's County
Code, shall be displayed in a conspicuous place in the model studio so that it may be readily seen and read by
persons entering the premises and employees of the model studio.
(d)
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A sign shall be posted in a conspicuous place visible from the main entrance of the model studio containing the
following message in letters of at least one and one-half (1 1/2) inches in height and a corresponding width:
"PATRONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM DISROBING ON PREMISES."
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-326. - Right of entry; inspections.
The designees of the Fire Department, the Chief of Police, and the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement are hereby authorized to enter, examine and survey during the business hours any premises in the
County for which a model studio license has been issued pursuant to this Division for the purpose of enforcing
the provisions of this Division, and for other official purposes. This Section shall not restrict or limit the right of
entry vested in any law enforcement agency.
(CB-125-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
SUBDIVISION 4. - UNLAWFUL ACTS.
Sec. 5-327. - Unlawful acts.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for anyone to engage in, operate, manage, conduct, or carry on a model studio without a
valid, nonsuspended license issued pursuant to this Division.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person, in a model studio, to place his or her hands upon, to touch with any part of
his or her body, or to fondle in any manner, an erogenous area of any other person.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any patron or customer to disrobe or to expose his or her erogenous area, or any portion
thereof, to any other person while on the premises of a model studio.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any person owning, operating or managing a model studio to cause, allow, or permit in or
about such model studio, any agent, employee, or any other person permitted or invited upon the premises to
perform any act prohibited in Subsections (a), (b), or (c) of this Section.
(CB-125-1983)
SUBDIVISION 5. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 5-328. - Penalties.
Any person violating the provisions of this Division shall be punished as provided in Section 1-123 of this Code.
(CB-125-1983)
Sec. 5-329. - Enforcement.
(a)
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Any model studio license or operator or manager license granted under this Division shall be denied or revoked
by the Director after notice and hearing if the licensee, or if the licensee is a partnership or association, any
partner or member thereof, or if the licensee is a corporation, any officer, director, or shareholder owning ten
percent (10%) or more of its capital stock:
(1)
Has been convicted of or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere to or has had the
benefit of a disposition under Section 292 or Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code or similar
legislation in another jurisdiction or suffered a forfeiture, on a charge of violating any provision included in
Sections 15, 286, 286A, 287, 287A, 290, 335, 335A, 416A through 416G, 418, 419A, 426 through 432, 461
through 465, 553, or 554, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one or more of those
provisions as the same may be amended, or on a charge of violation of a similar law in any other jurisdiction, or
any felony; or
(2)
Has been convicted, or with respect to whom a court has accepted a plea of nolo contendere or has had the
benefit of a disposition under Section 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code or similar legislation in another
jurisdiction, or suffered a forfeiture, on a charge of violating any provision of this Division relating to model
studios, or on a charge of violating a similar law in any other jurisdiction; or
(3)
Made a false statement on the application; or
(4)
Has failed to report a change in any of the information required by Section 5-317(a) or Section 5-320(a) within
fourteen (14) days of learning of said change; or
(5)
Has violated any provision of Section 5-327 relating to unlawful acts, as determined by the Director, upon the
evidence adduced at a hearing before the Director or his designee to consider any proposed revocation of a
model studio license under this Section.
(b)
Notice of the hearing before the Director or his designee for revocation of the license shall be given in writing,
setting forth the grounds of the complaint and the time and place of hearing. Such notice shall be mailed by
certified mail to the licensee's last known address at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing.
(c)
If the Director finds that the model studio for which the model studio license was issued or the model studio
operator or manager to whom the model studio operator or manager license was issued does not conform to the
standards set forth in Subdivision 3 of this Division, or that the licensee has refused the Director or other
authorized person the right to enter the premises to enforce the provisions of this Division, the Director may
enter an order for the immediate suspension of the model studio license or the model studio operator or manager
license until such time as he finds that the reason for such suspension no longer exists. A copy of the order shall
be sent to the licensee at his place of business by certified mail, which order shall set forth the reasons for said
suspension. The licensee shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard by the Director or his designee within
fourteen (14) days after the suspension. Notice of the hearing shall be mailed by certified mail to the licensee's
business at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing. No person shall operate a model studio when
subject to an order of suspension.
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(d)
Any model studio license granted under this Division shall be suspended by the Director for six (6) months if
more than two (2) incidents resulting in convictions of or pleas of nolo contendere to or dispositions under
Section 292 or 641, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code for, any violation of any provision of this Division or
of any provision included in Sections 15, 286, 286A, 287, 287A, 290, 335, 335A, 416A through 416G, 418,
419A, 426 through 432, 461 through 465, 553, 554, 12, 36, 36B, 41, 121, 122, 125, 237 through 246, 342, 384,
385, 386, 387, 406 through 411, 486, or 488, Article 27, Maryland Annotated Code (1976 Repl. Vol.), or any one
or more of those provisions, as the same may be amended, by any person or persons whosoever, shall have
occurred on the premises of the model studio within one twelve (12) month period. The licensee shall receive
notice of such suspension and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Director. The notice shall be given in
writing, shall set forth the grounds for the suspension, and shall state the time and place of the hearing. Such
notice shall be mailed by certified mail to the licensee's last known address at least ten (10) days prior to the date
set for the hearing.
(e)
In addition to and not in lieu of the penalties prescribed in Section 5-328 and the enforcement measures provided
in Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), (f), (g), or (h) of this Section, the County, by the Office of Law may enforce this
Division by actions for appropriate legal and equitable relief in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County,
Maryland, including, but not limited to, actions for mandatory or prohibitory injunctions to require compliance
with this Division.
(f)
In addition to or in lieu of the enforcement measures prescribed in Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this
Section, the Director may assess and require the payment of a civil penalty not to exceed the amount of Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each violation of this Division.
(g)
The Director or his designee, with the assistance of the Police Department, if necessary, is authorized and
empowered to take any measures reasonably necessary to effect the closing or otherwise prevent the operation of
any business or establishment which the Director finds to operate or conduct business in violation of this
Division:
(1)
When the Director, after notice and opportunity for hearing, has made an order suspending or revoking a model
studio license; or
(2)
When the Director determines that a business is a model studio required to be licensed, gives notice of that order
or determination and directs the business to comply with this Division, and the business or its owners or
principals fails to comply.
(h)
The Director, without limitation, may take the following measures:
(1)
Lock or secure the premises of the establishment or business or otherwise deny entry thereto;
(2)
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Seize the premises of the establishment and its furniture, equipment, books and records;
(3)
Order the premises to be vacated and post therein and on the exterior thereof notices that the business is closed
by order of the Director and that no person is to enter the premises without permission of the Director or the
Chief of Police.
(CB-125-1983; CB-122-1984)
Sec. 5-329.01. - Inspections and audits; records to be kept.
(a)
The Director or his designee shall at regular intervals inspect the premises of every model studio to determine
that it is operated in compliance with this Division. If a properly identified inspector or officer is denied entry to
any model studio at any reasonable time, the Director shall immediately suspend the license of the model studio
or the use and occupancy permit of the business, given notice of the suspension, take steps to effect the closing
of the establishment or business, and forthwith hold a hearing before the Director or his designee to determine
whether the license or use and occupancy permit should be reinstated, permanently revoked, or continue to be
suspended, as the Director may determine to be appropriate.
(b)
The Director or his designee may request the Director of Finance or his designee to inspect and audit the
financial books and records of all model studios to determine the continuing compliance with the provisions of
this Division. The Director or his designee shall give written notice of the Department's intent to inspect books
and records to the model studio. The notice shall state the date, time and place of the audit. The model studio
shall produce its books and records at that time and place. If the model studio or its owners or principals
unreasonably refuse or fail to produce the books and records after notice, the Director shall immediately suspend
the license of the model studio or the use and occupancy permit of the business, give notice of the suspension,
take steps to effect the closing of the establishment or business, and forthwith hold a hearing, upon due notice
before the Director or his designee, to determine whether the license or use and occupancy permit should be
reinstated, permanently revoked, or continue suspended, as the Director may determine to be appropriate.
(c)
Every model studio licensee shall prepare and submit to the Director annually with his application for license
renewal a certified financial statement, including a statement of income by sources and a statement of financial
condition, with respect to the licensed establishment for the year prior to the date upon which the licensee
submits his application for license renewal.
(d)
Every model studio shall maintain complete and accurate books and records of the income of the establishment
and the income of any persons who offer to render or render services within that establishment, setting out with
specificity the items of services or goods which generate the income of the establishment or the income of
persons associated with the establishment.
(CB-125-1983; CB-122-1984)
SUBDIVISION 6. - APPEALS.
Sec. 5-330. - Appeals from determinations of Director.

625/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Any person aggrieved by an act or determination of the Director pursuant to this Division, including, but not
limited to, suspension or revocation of any license, or a determination that a business is a model studio required
to be licensed, may appeal such act or determination to the Prince George's County Board of Administrative
Appeals within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of notice of the act or determination of the Director. When
the Director has conducted a hearing and issued an order, the Board of Administrative Appeals shall review the
record of the proceedings before the Director. The Board may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the
Director only if the decision of the Director is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and capricious, or unsupported by
any substantial evidence.
(CB-122-1984)
Sec. 5-331. - Appeals from the Board of Administrative Appeals.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Appeals pursuant to Section 5-330 herein may appeal that
decision to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall proceed in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 1100, Subtitle B, Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-125-1983)
SUBDIVISION 7. - NUISANCES; ABATEMENT.
Sec. 5-332. - Nuisances and abatement.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, declares that the operation of model studios in
violation of this Division causes and threatens real and substantial injury to the public health, safety, welfare and
morals and that the operation of model studios in violation of the provisions of this Division constitutes a public
nuisance. In addition to the other remedies prescribed in this Division, the County, by the Office of Law may
bring equitable actions to abate such public nuisances.
(CB-125-1983)
DIVISION 24. - MASSAGE THERAPY.
Sec. 5-333. - Definitions.
(a)
Massage Therapy means the manipulation of soft tissue and may include, but is not limited to, effleurage,
petrissage, tapotement, compression, vibration, friction, nerve stroker, and other Swedish movements, either by
hand or with mechanical or electrical apparatus, for the purpose of body massage. Massage therapy may include
the use of oil, salt glows, hot and cold packs, and other externally applied materials. Massage therapy is not a
health occupation and shall not include diagnosis or any service or procedure for which a license to practice
medicine, chiropractic, podiatry, or any other occupation which requires licensure by the State.
(b)
Massage Therapist means any individual who practices massage therapy. Massage therapist does not include
athletic trainers, technicians, or physical therapists who act under the prescription or supervision of a person who
holds a license to practice medicine or surgery.
(CB-38-1992)
Sec. 5-334. - Licenses required.
No person shall engage in, conduct, or practice massage therapy without a valid, nonsuspended license issued by
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement pursuant to this Division.
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(CB-38-1992; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-335. - Massage therapist licensing qualification.
(a)
Every person engaging in, conducting, or practicing massage therapy shall pay an annual license fee of Seventyfive Dollars ($75.00), which shall defray the cost of regulation.
(b)
Every person engaging in, conducting, or practicing massage therapy shall have either:
(1)
Graduated from a school of massage therapy accredited by the American Massage Therapy Association; or
(2)
Received a passing grade on the National Certification Examination for Therapeutic Massage and Body Work
administered by the National Certifications Board for Therapeutic Massage and Body Work.
(c)
A person who has not received a passing grade on the National Certification Examination for Therapeutic
Massage and Body Work may apply for a provisional license for a period not to exceed one year. A person who
desires to engage in, conduct, or practice massage therapy prior to receiving a passing grade on the National
Certification Examination for Therapeutic Massage and Body Work shall have:
(1)
Completed a course of 500 hours in a school of massage certified by a government agency or by a nationally
recognized association of professionals trained in massage; or
(2)
Obtained a license valid in another state.
(d)
The Director shall refer the license application to the Chief of Police who shall review criminal justice records
and report to the Director the results of the review. The cost of each background criminal records check shall be
borne by the applicant.
(CB-38-1992; CB-9-1995)
Sec. 5-336. - Unlawful acts.
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in, conduct, or practice massage therapy without a valid,
nonsuspended license issued pursuant to this Division.
(CB-38-1992)
Sec. 5-337. - Penalties.
Any person who violates the provisions of this Division shall be punished as provided in Section 1-123 of this
Code.
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(CB-38-1992)
Sec. 5-338. - Exclusions.
Any person licensed in accordance with this Division shall be exempt from the licensing provisions of Subtitle
5, Division 9A, of this Code.
(CB-38-1992)
DIVISION 25. - CONVENIENCE STORES AND GAS STATIONS.
Sec. 5-2500. - Legislative Intent.
(a)
The purpose and intent of this legislation is to improve public safety and reduce commercial crime by
strengthening safety standards at convenience stores and gas stations. This legislation establishes reasonable and
uniform laws to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the County. The
provisions of this law are in response to violent crimes taking place in or in close proximity to convenience
stores and gas stations throughout the County.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2501. - Definitions and Scope of Legislation.
(a)
The following words, as used in this Division, shall for the purpose of this Division, have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them in this Section:
(1)
Convenience store shall mean any food or beverage store that is 15,000 square feet or less, that is open for
business anytime from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. that provides retail sales of food, beverages, and sundries
primarily for home consumption, and may include food or beverage preparation. Convenience store does not
include a Department or Variety Store that provides incidental sales of candy, gum and similar non-refrigerated
items at a check-out counter, or in a standard vending machine.
(2)
Gas Station shall mean a building or lot having pumps and storage tanks, where the primary use is the retail sale
of motor vehicle fuels. Vehicle related services may be offered incidental to the primary use.
(3)
Police Department shall mean the Prince George's County Police Department.
(4)
Police Chief shall mean the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(5)
Police Officer shall mean a sworn member of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(b)
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This legislation applies to convenience stores and gas stations that are open for business anytime from 11:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2502. - Registration and Training.
(a)
A convenience store owner or gas station owner of a sole proprietorship shall register or designate a
representative to register with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If a convenience
store or gas station is privately owned by multiple individuals, each party shall register with the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or designate a representative to register with the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If a convenience store or gas station is owned by a corporation, the
registered agent of the owner shall register with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
Any change in ownership shall be updated with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement by
the end of the 30th day after the effective date of new ownership. All registration shall be completed by January
1, 2014. As a condition of a use and occupancy permit or continuation of a use and occupancy permit, all
registration for a convenience store or gas station is required.
(b)
A convenience store manager and gas station manager shall register with the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. If the store is managed by an agency, the agency must register with the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Any change in management shall be updated with the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement by the end of the 30th day after the date of hire by
ownership.
(c)
Each new employee shall complete a safety training program provided by their employer or a training video
provided by the Police Department before their first workday. Employees hired prior to the effective date of this
legislation shall complete safety training before the end of the 30th day after the effective date of this legislation.
Training shall include, but not be limited to, drop safe, cash handling procedures, and what to do in the event of
a robbery. The employer's safety training program shall be reviewed for adequacy by the Police Department.
(d)
A convenience store owner or registered agent of the owner shall participate in a criminal trespass affidavit
program as designated by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. A copy
of the trespass affidavit shall be posted in a highly visible location next to a public entrance.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2503. - Security System.
(a)
A convenience store owner shall install a surveillance camera system with a minimum of three highly visible
digital, high-resolution color cameras that produce a minimum of sixty (60) pixels per foot. The security
cameras shall be able to retrieve an identifiable image of an offender. One camera shall be placed above the cash
registers at an angle to identify persons, one camera shall be placed in view of the public entrance and one
camera shall be placed to view the exterior parking lot. Stores shall record 24 hours a day and motion sensing
cameras shall record when activated. Recordings shall be retained for at least 30 days, even if a store is closed.
An exception shall be made for natural occurrences that would affect camera function. Security cameras shall
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have an annual test photo and maintenance log showing maintenance every four months. All security cameras
shall be set to report the actual date and time. Only management shall have access to the cameras.
(b)
A convenience store owner shall install a drop safe bolted to the floor behind the cash register or in an adjacent
office. Both locations must be in view of a high resolution surveillance camera.
(c)
A gas station owner without a convenience store shall install a drop safe or establish another mechanism to
ensure that no more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) is in the cash register on the premises anytime
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 am.
(d)
A gas station owner without a convenience store shall install a secured surveillance camera system with a
minimum of three highly visible digital, high-resolution color cameras that produces a minimum of sixty (60)
pixels per foot. One camera shall be placed above the cash registers at an angle to identify persons, one camera
shall be placed in view of the public entrance and one camera shall be placed to view the exterior parking lot.
Stores shall record 24 hours a day and motion sensing cameras shall record when activated. Recordings shall be
retained for at least 30 days, even if a store is closed. An exception shall be made for natural occurrences that
would affect camera function. Security cameras shall have an annual test photo and maintenance log showing
maintenance every four months. All security cameras shall be set to report the actual date and time. Only
management shall have access to the cameras.
(e)
A gas station shall provide window only access if the gas station is open anytime between the hours of 11:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m. and if the gas station currently has window only access on-site.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2504. - Cash Management.
(a)
As a condition of their use and occupancy permit, convenience stores and gas stations cannot keep more than
one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) in any cash register on the premises at all times between 11:00 p.m. to 6:00
a.m.
(b)
A written cash management policy that limits cash on hand in the convenience store or gas station from 11:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m. shall be provided to all employees.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2505. - Visibility and Signage.
(a)
All convenience stores and gas stations shall maintain an unobstructed line of sight allowing a clear view of and
from the cash register and sales area. Windows and doors shall be clear of all items that would obstruct a clear
view from three feet above the ground to at least six feet above the ground.
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(b)
Convenience stores and gas stations shall post highly visible window signs in English and Spanish detailing: (1)
There is a drop safe in the store; (2) Employees do not have access to the safe; (3) There is an active security
system on the premises, if applicable; (4) 'No Loitering' and 'No Trespassing'; and (5) There is limited cash in
cash registers at anytime between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.
(CB-48-2013)
Sec. 5-2506. - Grace Period and Noncompliance.
(a)
Convenience stores and gas stations in operation prior to the effective date of this legislation shall have twelve
(12) months from the effective date of the legislation to complete all requirements of this legislation. The two (2)
surveillance cameras required pursuant to Section 5-2503 to be placed above the cash registers and in view of
the public entrance should be installed within twelve (12) months from the effective date of the legislation and
produce a minimum of forty (40) pixels per foot. The third surveillance camera to view the exterior parking lot
should be installed within thirty-six (36) months from the effective date of the legislation and produce a
minimum of sixty (60) pixels per foot.
(b)
Convenience stores and gas stations that remain noncompliant after the grace period shall be charged a civil
monetary fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense, Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for
the second offense, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the third offense, and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
for the fourth offense every calendar year.
(c)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may suspend or revoke the use and
occupancy permit of a convenience store or gas station for multiple violations after the fourth offense pursuant
to Subsection (b) in two (2) or more consecutive calendar years.
(d)
An appeal from any decision, ruling, or order issued under the provisions of this Division may be made to the
Board of Appeals within ten (10) days after the decision, ruling or order. A notice of appeal shall be filed with
the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, directed to the Board, specifying the grounds and
relief sought.
(CB-48-2013)
DIVISION 26. - ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CLUBS.
Sec. 5-2600. - Declaration of findings and policy.
(a)
Based on public testimony and other evidence before it, including information, studies and court decisions from
other jurisdictions, the Prince George's County Council makes the following legislative findings and statement
of policy:
(1)
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The County Council recognizes that some activities that occur in connection with adult-oriented businesses are
protected as expressive speech and does not intend to suppress or infringe upon expressive activities protected
by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and by the Maryland Constitution, but instead desires
to enact reasonable time, place and manner regulations that address the adverse secondary effects of adultoriented businesses.
(2)
The County Council further recognizes that First Amendment rights are among our most precious and highly
protected rights, and wishes to act consistently with full protection of those rights. This ordinance is not intended
to interfere with legitimate expression but to avoid and mitigate the secondary effects enumerated above.
(3)
The County Council finds that adult oriented businesses may and do generate secondary effects which are
detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare. Among those secondary effects are:
(A)
Prostitution and other sex related offenses;
(B)
Drug use and dealing; and
(C)
Health risks through the spread of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.
(4)
The County Council finds that licensing of persons who operate and manage adult oriented businesses and
persons who provide adult-oriented entertainment will further the goals of the ordinance by enabling the County
to ascertain if an applicant is underage or has engaged in criminal or other behavior of the sort the ordinance is
designed to limit. This information will enable the County to allocate law enforcement resources effectively and
otherwise protect the community.
(5)
The County Council finds that limiting proximity and contact between adult entertainment performers and
patrons promotes the goal of reducing prostitution and other casual sexual conduct and the attendant risk of
sexually transmitted diseases.
(6)
The County Council finds that the harmful secondary effects of adult oriented businesses are more pronounced
when conducted continuously or during late night hours.
(7)
The County Council finds that Prince George's County continues to experience a high demand for public safety
services at and adjacent to adult entertainment premises.
(8)
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The County Council finds that certain activities occurring on premises offering adult entertainment are
disruptive to commercial and residential communities that they adjoin, and are otherwise detrimental to the
public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens and residents of the County.
(9)
The Council also finds that it has substantial public interest in preserving societal order by the regulation of
adult-oriented businesses.
(10)
The fees established for licenses and permits in this ordinance are based on the estimated cost of
implementation, administration and enforcement of the licensing program.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2601. - Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions apply in this Division:
(1)
Adult Entertainment means any exhibition, performance or dance of any type conducted in a premises where
such exhibition, performance or dance involves a person who:
(A)
Is unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing as to expose to view any portion of the breast below the top of
the areola or any portion of the pubic region, anus, buttocks, vulva or genitals; or
(B)
Touches, caresses or fondles the breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region of another person, or permits
the touching, caressing or fondling of his/her own breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region by another
person, with the intent to sexually arouse or excite another person.
(2)
Adult entertainment premises means any premises to which the public, patrons or members are invited or
admitted and wherein an entertainer provides adult entertainment to a member of the public, a patron, or a
member.
(3)
Chief means the Chief of Police or the Chief's designee.
(4)
Department means the Prince George's County Police Department.
(5)
Employee means any and all persons, including managers, entertainer and independent contractor, who work in
or at or render any services directly related to, the operation of adult entertainment premises.
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(6)
Entertainer means any person who provides adult entertainment within an adult entertainment premises as
defined in this Section, whether or not a fee is charged or accepted for entertainment.
(7)
Entertainment means any exhibition or dance of any type, pantomime, modeling or any other performance.
(8)
Manager means any person who manages, directs, administers, or is in charge of, the affairs and/or conduct of
any portion of any activity involving adult entertainment occurring at any adult entertainment premises.
(9)
Natural person means any individual.
(10)
Operator means any person operating, conducting or maintaining an adult entertainment business.
(11)
Person means any individual, partnership, corporation, trust, incorporated or unincorporated association, marital
community, joint venture, governmental entity, or other entity or group of persons however organized.
(12)
Public place means any area generally visible to public view and includes streets, sidewalks, bridges, alleys,
plaza, parks, driveways, parking lots, and automobiles whether moving or not.
(13)
Reckless or recklessly means a person knows or should know of and disregards a substantial risk that a wrongful
act may occur and his or her disregard of such substantial risk is a gross deviation from conduct that a
reasonable person would exercise in the same situation.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2602. - Adult entertainment premises license.
(a)
Beginning October 16, 2006, it shall be unlawful for a person to operate or maintain an adult entertainment
premises in Prince George's County unless the owner, operator or lessee thereof has obtained from the Chief a
license to do so, to be designated an "adult entertainment premises".
(b)
Beginning October 16, 2006, it shall be unlawful for any entertainer, employee or manager to knowingly work in
or about, or to knowingly perform any service or entertainment directly related to the operation of, an unlicensed
adult entertainment premises.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2603. - License for managers and entertainers.
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Beginning October 16, 2006, it shall be unlawful for any person to work as an entertainer or manager at an adult
entertainment premises without having first obtained from the Chief a license to do so, to be designated as an
"adult entertainer's license" or an "adult entertainment manager's license," respectively.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2604. - License fees.
(a)
The license year for all fees required under this Division shall be from January 1st to December 31st. All license
fees shall be payable on an annual basis, which fees shall be as follows:
(1)
Adult entertainment premises license, Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($650.00) per year;
(2)
Adult entertainer's license, Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per year;
(3)
Adult entertainment manager's license, Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per year.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2605. - License applications.
(a)
Adult entertainment premises license. All applications for an adult entertainment premises license shall be
submitted in the name of the person proposing to conduct such adult entertainment on the premises and shall be
signed by such person. All applications shall be submitted on a form supplied by the Chief, and shall require the
following information:
(1)
The name, residence address, home telephone number, date and place of birth of the applicant;
(2)
The business name, address and telephone number of the establishment;
(3)
The names, residence addresses, residence telephone numbers, and dates of birth of any partners, corporate
officers and directors;
(4)
Addresses of the applicant for the five (5) calendar years immediately prior to the date of the application;
(5)
A description of the adult entertainment or similar business history of the applicant; whether such person or
entity, in previously operating in this or another city, county or state, has had a business license revoked or
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suspended, the reason therefor, and the activity or occupation subjected to such action, suspension or revocation;
(6)
A description of the business, occupation, or employment of the applicant for the three (3) calendar years
immediately preceding the date of the application;
(7)
Such license application shall include the name of at least one (1) natural person whose name and mailing
address, which shall be an address located within the State of Maryland, shall appear on the adult entertainment
premises license and who shall receive notices from the Department.
(8)
Any failure to provide the information required in this Subsection will constitute an incomplete application. An
incomplete application will not be processed. The application and any fee paid with the application will be
returned to the applicant within five (5) working days after submission.
(b)
Manager's or Entertainer's License. All applications for an adult entertainment manager's license or adult
entertainer's license shall be signed by the applicant. All applications shall be submitted on a form supplied by
the Chief, and shall require the following information:
(1)
The applicant's name, home address, home telephone number, date and place of birth and any stage or names or
nicknames used in entertaining;
(2)
The name and address of each business at which the applicant intends to work as a manager or entertainer;
(3)
The applicant shall present documentation that he or she has attained the age of eighteen (18) years. Any of the
following shall be accepted as documentation of age:
(A)
A motor vehicle operator's license issued by any state bearing the applicant's photograph and date of birth;
(B)
A state-issued identification card bearing the applicant's photograph and date of birth;
(C)
An official passport issued by the United States of America;
(D)
An immigration card issued by the United States of America; or
(E)
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Any other picture identification issued by a governmental agency bearing the applicant's photograph and date of
birth.
(4)
Failure to provide information required by this Subsection will constitute an incomplete application. An
incomplete application will not be processed. The application and any fee paid with the application will be
returned to the applicant within five (5) working days after submission.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2606. - License—Other County approvals.
(a)
At least fifteen (15) working days prior to submitting an application for an adult entertainment premises license,
the applicant must also submit the following plans to the Chief for review and approval by the County:
(1)
A proposed security plan;
(2)
A proposed traffic management and parking plan;
(3)
A proposed parking lot lighting plan;
(4)
A proposed life safety evaluation of the space involved, prepared by a fire protection engineer, if the calculated
occupant load exceeds two hundred fifty (250) persons; and
(5)
A copy of the approved Use and Occupancy permit for the premises.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2607. - License—Applicant review and evaluation.
The Chief shall review each application for compliance with the requirements of Sections 5-2605 and 5-2606.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2608. - Issuance of licenses.
(a)
Within five (5) working days after a completed application is submitted, the Chief shall issue the applicable
license or licenses authorized by this Division if the Chief finds:
(1)
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That the business for which a license is required herein will be conducted in a building, structure and location
which complies with the requirements and meets the standards of the applicable health, zoning, building, fire
and safety laws of the State and applicable County ordinances, as well as the requirements of this Division;
(2)
That the applicant, his or her employees, agents, partners, directors, officers, stockholders or managers have not
knowingly made any false, misleading or fraudulent statement of material fact in the application for a license, or
in any report or record required to be filed with the Chief; and
(3)
That all natural persons, including the applicant, all employees, agents, partners, directors, officers, or managers
of the applicant have attained the age of eighteen (18) years.
(b)
If the Chief denies an application, the Chief shall provide the reason(s) for denial in writing within five (5)
working days after submission of a complete application. If the reason for denial is that the application is
incomplete, the Chief shall identify the portions of the application that are incomplete.
(c)
Upon request of an applicant for an entertainer or manager license, and upon the payment of an additional fee of
Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) for each duplicate license, the Chief shall issue one (1) or more duplicate licenses
for use at one (1) or more adult entertainment premises.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2609. - Standards of conduct and operation.
(a)
The following standards of conduct must be adhered to by employees of any adult entertainment premises:
(1)
No employee or entertainer shall be unclothed, clothed in less than opaque attire, or shall move or remove such
attire, or allow such attire to be moved or removed so as to expose to view any portion of the breast below the
top of the areola or any portion of the pubic region, anus, buttocks, vulva or genitals, except upon a stage at least
eighteen inches (18") above the immediate floor level and removed at least six feet (6') from the nearest patron.
(2)
No employee or entertainer shall perform acts of or acts which simulate:
(A)
Sexual intercourse, masturbation, sodomy, bestiality, oral copulation, flagellation, or any sexual acts which are
prohibited by law;
(B)
The touching, caressing or fondling of the breasts, buttocks or genitals; or
(C)
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The displaying of the pubic region, anus, vulva or genitals; except as provided for in Subsection (a) of this
Section.
(3)
No employee or entertainer mingling with the patrons shall be unclothed or in less than opaque and complete
attire, costume or clothing as described in Subsection (a) of this Section.
(4)
No employee or entertainer shall knowingly:
(A)
Touch, caress or fondle the breast, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region of another person; or
(B)
Permit the touching, caressing or fondling of his or her own breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region by
another person; or
(C)
Permit any person upon the premises to touch, caress, or fondle the breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic
region of another person.
(5)
No manager or operator shall knowingly permit any person upon the premises to touch, caress, or fondle the
breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region of another person.
(6)
No employee or entertainer shall wear or use any device or covering exposed to view which simulates the breast
below the top of the areola, vulva or genitals, anus, buttocks, or any portion of the pubic region.
(7)
No employee or entertainer shall use artificial devices or inanimate objects to depict any of the prohibited
activities described in this Section.
(8)
No entertainer of any adult entertainment premises shall be visible from any public place during the hours of his
or her employment, or apparent hours of his or her employment, on the premises.
(9)
No entertainer shall solicit, demand or receive any payment or gratuity from any patron for any act prohibited by
this chapter.
(10)
No entertainer shall demand or collect any payment or gratuity from any patron for entertainment before its
completion.
(11)
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A sign shall be conspicuously displayed in the common area of the premises, and shall read as follows:
"THIS ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENT IS REGULATED BY
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND. ENTERTAINERS ARE:
(1) Not permitted to engage in any type of sexual conduct;
(2) No employee or entertainer shall be unclothed, clothed in less than opaque
attire, or shall move or remove such attire, or allow such attire to be moved or removed
so as to expose to view any portion of the breast below the top of the areola or any
portion of the pubic region, anus, buttocks, vulva or genitals, except upon a stage at
least eighteen inches (18") above the immediate floor level and removed at least six feet
(6') from the nearest patron.
(3) Not permitted to demand or collect any payment or gratuity from any patron
for entertainment before its completion."

(b)
At any adult entertainment premises, the following are required:
(1)
Neither the performance nor any photograph, drawing, sketch or other pictorial or graphic representation thereof
displaying any portion of the breasts below the top of the areola or any portion of the pubic hair, buttocks,
genitals and/or anus may be visible outside of the adult entertainment premises.
(2)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided in and about the parts of the premises which are open to and used by the
public so that all objects are plainly visible at all times.
(3)
No entertainment shall be provided in any areas from which any other person may be prevented from entering,
whether by a locking door or in any other manner.
(4)
Good order must be maintained within a perimeter established by the licensing authority not to exceed five
hundred (500) feet from the establishment, including but not limited to litter cleanup within the designated
perimeter.
(5)
Each establishment shall provide private security during operating hours for the safety of the patrons of the
establishment.
(6)
The use of pyrotechnics in a licensed establishment is prohibited.
(7)
Noise levels shall not exceed fifty (50) decibels at the closest part of any residential property that is adjacent to
the facility between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.
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(8)
The dance license requirements in Division 14 of this Subtitle shall apply if an establishment allows public
dancing.
(c)
This Division shall not be construed to prohibit protected expression, such as:
(1)
Plays, operas, musicals, or other dramatic works that are not obscene;
(2)
Classes, seminars and lectures held for serious scientific or educational purposes that are not obscene; or
(3)
Exhibitions, performances, expressions or dances that are not obscene.
(d)
For purposes of this Division, an activity is "obscene" if:
(1)
Taken as a whole by an average person applying contemporary community standards the activity appeals to a
prurient interest in sex;
(2)
The activity depicts patently offensive representations, as measured against community standards, of:
(A)
Ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated; or
(B)
Masturbation, fellatio, cunnilingus, bestiality, excretory function, or lewd exhibition of the genitals or genital
areas; or violent or destructive sexual acts, including but not limited to human or animal mutilation,
dismemberment, rape or torture; and
(3)
The activity taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.
(e)
No manager, owner, entertainer or employee shall operate or maintain any warning procedures or device, or any
nature or kind, for the purposes of warning any other person that police officers or County health, fire, licensing
or building inspectors are approaching or have entered the adult entertainment premises.
(f)
It is unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of this Section.
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(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2610. - License-Posting and display.
(a)
Every adult entertainer shall post his or her license in his or her work area so it is readily available for inspection
by County authorities responsible for enforcement of this Division.
(b)
Every person, corporation, partnership, or association licensed under this Division as an adult entertainment
premises or adult entertainment manager shall post such license in a conspicuous place and manner on the
licensed premises.
(c)
Each manager and/or operator shall be responsible for maintaining a daily log, on a form provided by the Chief,
of all employees, entertainers, and managers working at the adult entertainment premises each day. The log shall
list the employee's, entertainer's and manager's name as it is listed on his or her license, license number, stage
name, if any, the time he or she arrived at the adult entertainment premises, and the time he or she left the adult
entertainment premises. Each employee, entertainer and manager shall sign his or her name in the daily log each
time he or she arrives and leaves the adult entertainment premises.
(d)
It is unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of this Section.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2611. - Manager on premises.
(a)
A licensed manager shall be on duty at an adult entertainment premises during the adult entertainment premises'
hours of operation. The name of the manager on duty shall be prominently posted during business hours.
(b)
Any adult entertainment premises found to be operating without a manager on duty shall be closed immediately
until a licensed manager arrives for duty at the adult entertainment premises pursuant to Subsection (a) of this
Section.
(c)
The manager shall verify that each entertainer performing while the manager is on duty possesses a current and
valid entertainer's license, as required by this chapter. The manager shall verify that such adult entertainment
license is posted in the manner required by Section 5-2610.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2612. - Hours of operation.
It is unlawful for any adult entertainment premises to be conducted, operated, or otherwise open to the public
between the hours of one A.M. (1:00 A.M.) and ten A.M. (10:00 A.M.).
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(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2613. - Persons under eighteen (18) years of age prohibited.
(a)
It is unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen (18) years to be in or upon any premises for which an
adult entertainment premises license is required. Only the following types of identification will be accepted as
proof of age:
(1)
A motor vehicle operator's license issued by any state, bearing the applicant's photograph and date of birth;
(2)
A state-issued identification card bearing the applicant's photograph and date of birth;
(3)
An official passport issued by the United States of America;
(4)
An immigration card issued by the United States of America; or
(5)
Any other picture identification bearing the applicant's photograph and date of birth by a governmental agency.
(b)
It is unlawful for any owner, operator, manager, or other person in charge of a premises for which an adult
entertainment premises license is required, to knowingly permit or allow any person under the age of eighteen
(18) years to be in or upon such premises.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2614. - Suspension or revocation of premises license.
(a)
In addition to the reasons set forth in this Division as now or hereinafter amended, an adult entertainment
premises license may be suspended or revoked upon a finding by the Chief that:
(1)
The licensee permitted or authorized his or her employees, agents, entertainers or managers to violate any of the
provisions of this Division; or
(2)
The adult entertainment manager permitted or authorized any violation of any of the provisions of this Division
by any person.
(CB-61-2006)
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Sec. 5-2615. - Appeals from determinations of Chief.
Any person aggrieved by an act or determination of the Chief pursuant to this Division, including, but not
limited to, suspension or revocation of any license, may appeal such act or determination to the Prince George's
County Board of Administrative Appeals within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of notice of the act or
determination of the Chief. If the Chief has conducted a hearing and issued an order, the Board of
Administrative Appeals shall review the record of the proceedings before the Chief. The Board may reverse,
modify or remand the decision of the Chief only if the decision of the Chief is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and
capricious, or unsupported by any substantial evidence.
(CB-61-2006)
Sec. 5-2616. - Appeals from the Board of Administrative Appeals.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Appeals pursuant to Section 5-2615 herein may appeal that
decision to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall proceed in accordance with
the provisions of Title 7 Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-61-2006)
DIVISION 27. - ADULT BOOK STORE AND/OR ADULT VIDEO STORE LICENSING AND
REGULATION.
Sec. 5-2701. - Declaration of findings and policy.
(a)
Based on public testimony and other evidence before it, including information, court decisions from this
jurisdiction and court decisions from other jurisdictions, the Prince George's County Council makes the
following legislative findings and statement of policy:
(1)
The County Council recognizes that some activities that occur in connection with adult-oriented businesses are
protected as expressive speech and does not intend to suppress or infringe upon expressive activities protected
by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and by the Maryland Constitution, but instead desires
to enact reasonable time, place and manner regulations that address the adverse secondary effects of adultoriented businesses.
(2)
The County Council recognizes that First Amendment rights are among our most precious and highly protected
rights, and wishes to act consistently with full protection of those rights. This ordinance is not intended to
interfere with legitimate expression but to avoid and mitigate the secondary effects enumerated below.
(3)
The County Council recognizes that the United States Supreme Court upheld the Littleton adult business
ordinance in Littleton, Colorado v. Z.J. Gifts D-4, L.L.C., a limited liability company, dba Christal's, 541 U.S.
774, 124 S.Ct. 2219 (2004). This legislation is patterned after and comports with the licensing statute upheld in
Littleton v. Z.J. Gifts. The District Council has reviewed the decision in Littleton v. Z.J. Gifts wherein the
Supreme Court upheld the statutory scheme for adult businesses for a Colorado city enacted adult business
ordinance that (1) required businesses such as adult bookstores to (a) have "adult business" licenses, and (b)
comply with local zoning rules; (2) listed specific circumstances under which the city would deny a license; (3)
set forth time limits (typically amounting to 40 days) within which city officials were required to reach a final
licensing decision; and (4) provided that the final decision could be appealed to a state court pursuant to the
644/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

state's civil procedure rules. This legislation is patterned after the statutes upheld by the United States Supreme
Court in Littleton.
(4)
The County Council finds that adult oriented businesses may and do generate secondary effects which are
detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare. Among those secondary effects are:
(A)
Prostitution and other sex related offenses;
(B)
Drug use and dealing; and
(C)
Health risks through the spread of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.
(5)
The County Council finds that licensing of persons who own, operate and manage adult book stores and/or adult
video stores will further the goals of the ordinance by enabling the County to ascertain critical information
enabling the County to allocate law enforcement resources effectively and otherwise protect the community.
(6)
The County Council finds that Prince George's County continues to experience an increased demand for public
safety services at and adjacent to adult business premises.
(7)
The County Council finds that certain activities occurring on premises of adult book stores and/or adult video
stores are disruptive to commercial and residential communities that they adjoin, and are otherwise detrimental
to the public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens and residents of the County.
(8)
The County Council finds that it has substantial public interest in preserving societal order by the regulation of
adult book stores and/or adult video stores.
(9)
The County Council finds that the fee established for a license in this ordinance is based on the estimated cost of
implementation, administration and enforcement of the licensing program.
(CB-29-2009)
Sec. 5-2702. - Purpose and intent.
(a)
The purpose and intent of this Division is to establish reasonable and uniform
regulations to regulate adult book stores and adult video stores and to promote the health, safety, morals and
general welfare of the citizens and residents of the County.
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(b)
The provisions of the Prince George's County Code and the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance have
neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content of any communicative
materials, including adult materials. Similarly, it is not the intent nor effect of the Prince George's County Code
or the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance to restrict or deny access by adults to adult materials protected
by the First Amendment or the Maryland Constitution, or to deny access by the distributors and exhibitors of
adult entertainment to their intended market. Neither is it the intent nor effect of the Prince George's County
Code or the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance to condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene
material.
(CB-29-2009)
Sec. 5-2703. - License required; fee.
(a)
No person shall operate an adult book store and/or an adult video store without first having obtained an adult
book store and/or an adult video store license from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
Each license shall expire three years from the date of issuance. A new license must be obtained by making an
application pursuant to this Division.
(CB-29-2009; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-2704. - License application.
(a)
All applicants for an adult book store and/or adult video store license shall file an application for such license on
forms provided by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. In addition, all applicants shall
provide a photocopy of the use and occupancy permit for an adult book store and/or adult video store issued by
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Each principal owner and all managers and
employees shall be named in the application form.
(b)
The completed application shall contain, but is not limited to, the following information and shall be
accompanied by the following documents:
(1.)
If the applicant is:
(a.)
An individual, the individual shall state his or her legal name and any aliases, shall submit their mailing address
and residential address, and shall submit satisfactory proof that he or she is eighteen (18) years of age;
(b.)
A partnership, the partnership shall state its complete name, the names of all partners, the mailing address and
residential address of all partners, whether the partnership is general or limited, and a copy of the partnership
agreement, if any;
646/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(c.)
A corporation, the corporation shall state its complete name, its mailing address and residential address,
information regarding the resident agent, the date of its incorporation, evidence that the corporation is in good
standing under the statutes of the State, or in the case of a foreign corporation, evidence that it is currently
authorized to do business in the State, the names and capacity of all officers, directors and principal owners, and
the name of the registered corporate agent and the address of the registered office for service of process;
(d.)
A limited liability company shall state its complete name, its mailing address and residential address, the date of
filing of the articles of incorporation and operating agreement, the names of all managers and members.
(2.)
Whether the applicant or any individual listed under subsection (a) of this Section has worked under, or currently
works under, an adult book store license and/or adult video store license under the County Code.
(3.)
Whether the applicant or any individual listed under subsection (a) of this Section has worked under, or currently
works under, an adult book store license and/or adult video store license under an adult business ordinance from
this State, another state, municipality or county which has been denied, suspended or revoked, including the
name and location of the adult business for which the permit was denied, suspended or revoked, as well as the
date of the denial, suspension or revocation.
(4.)
The location of the proposed adult book store and/or adult video store including the street address and telephone
number(s), if any.
(5.)
Proof of the applicant's right to possession of the premises wherein the adult book store and/or adult video store
is to be operated.
(6.)
A photocopy of the driver's license or other government issued identification card for the individuals listed in
subsection (a) of this Section.
(7.)
A photocopy of the use and occupancy permit for an adult book store and/or adult video store issued by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
If the applicant is an individual, he/she must sign the application for a license. If the applicant is a corporation it
must be signed by the president or vice president and attested to by the secretary or assistant secretary. If the
applicant is a general or limited partnership it must be signed by a general partner. If the applicant is a limited
liability company it must be signed by the manager.
(d)
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If an omission or error is discovered by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the
application will be returned to the applicant for completion or correction without further action by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Any application rejected due to an omission or error
shall be accepted only when the omission or error has been remedied. For purposes of this Division, the date that
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement accepts an application which is complete shall be
the date the application is accepted by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(e)
In the event that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement determines that an applicant has
improperly completed the application, it shall promptly notify the applicant and allow the applicant thirty (30)
days to properly complete the application. The time period for granting or denying a license shall be stayed
during the period in which the applicant is allowed an opportunity to properly complete the application.
(f)
Applicants for a license under this Division and license holders shall have a continuing duty to promptly
supplement application information required by this Section in the event that said information changes in any
way from what is stated on the application. The failure to comply with said continuing duty within thirty (30)
days from the date of such change, by supplementing the application of file with the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation of an adult book store or adult
video store license.
(CB-29-2009; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-2705. - Approval/Denial of License.
(a)
The license application of any applicant shall be approved or denied by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement within fourteen (14) business days of the date the application is filed with the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement shall deny a license if:
1.
The applicant is under the age of eighteen (18) years; or
2.
The applicant has made a false statement upon the application or has given false information in connection with
an application; or
3.
The applicant or any holder of any class of stock, or a director, officer, partner or principal of the applicant has
had an adult book store or adult video store license revoked or suspended anywhere within the state within one
year prior to the application; or
4.
A corporate applicant is not in good standing or authorized to do business in the State; or
5.
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The applicant is overdue in the payment of County taxes, fees, fines or penalties assessed against him/her or
imposed against him/her in relation to an adult book store or adult video store.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may deny a license upon other legal grounds.
(c)
In the event that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement denies a license application, the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall, in writing, state the reasons for the denial, and a
copy of such decision shall be sent to the applicant by first class mail to the address provided by the applicant.
(d)
If the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement fails to render a timely decision pursuant to the
terms of this Division, then the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall be deemed to have
approved or consented to the approval of the adult book store and/or adult video store license.
(CB-29-2009; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-2706. - Suspension or revocation of license.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may suspend a license for a period not to exceed
six (6) months or revoke any license granted pursuant to this Division upon a finding of any of the following
facts:
1.
The licensee or employees thereof have offered for sale or knowingly allowed to be consumed or possessed
upon the licensed premises, or upon any parking areas, sidewalks, walkways, accessways or grounds
immediately adjacent to the licensed premises, narcotics, dangerous drugs or fermented malt, malt, and vinous or
spirituous beverages;
2.
The licensee, manager or employee has allowed or has done nothing to prevent patrons from engaging in public
displays of indecency as set forth in State and County law or has allowed patrons or employees to engage in acts
of prostitution or negotiation for acts of prostitution within the licensed establishment or upon any parking areas,
sidewalks, accessways or grounds immediately adjacent to the licensed adult book store or adult video store,
when the licensee, manager or employee knew or should have known such displays or acts were taking place;
3.
The licensee or manager made a false statement or gave false information in connection with an application for a
license or a renewal of a license;
4.
The manager or employee of the licensed adult book store and/or the adult video store is under the age of
eighteen (18) years;
5.
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The licensee, in the case of a corporation, is not in good standing or authorized to do business in the State;
6.
The licensee or an employee knowingly operated any aspect or facilities of the adult book store and/or adult
video store during a period of time when the adult book store or adult video store license was suspended;
7.
The licensee is delinquent in the payment of County taxes, fees, fines or penalties assessed against him/her or
imposed against him/her in relation to an adult book store or adult video store; or
8.
The licensee, manager or employee has knowingly allowed any act of sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral
copulation or masturbation, to occur within the licensed premises.
(b)
Nothing in this Division shall prohibit the County from taking any other enforcement action provided by the
County Code, County Zoning Ordinance, and the laws of the State or of the United States.
(c)
When the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement revokes a license, the revocation shall
continue for one year, and the licensee shall not be issued an adult book store or adult video store license for one
year from the date the revocation became effective.
(CB-29-2009; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5-2707. - Appeals.
(a)
An applicant may appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals from a final decision of the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for an adult book store and/or adult video store license pursuant to
Section 4-121 of the County Code.
(b)
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to
renew a license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Administrative Appeals for
Prince George's County, Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of a denial, suspension, revocation
or refusal to renew decision rendered by the Director. Appeals to the Board of Administrative Appeals from
denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew decision of the Director shall be on the record of the hearing
before the Director.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision by the Board of Administrative Appeals, shall be entitled to file an
appeal within thirty (30) days to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. Such appeals shall be
governed by the provisions of the Maryland Rules pertaining to administrative appeals.
(CB-29-2009; CB-18-2013)
DIVISION 28. - SPECIAL FOOD SERVICE FACILITIES - MOBILE UNITS.
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Sec. 5-2801. - Legislative Purpose and Intent.
(a)
The purpose and intent of this legislation is to provide a regulatory framework for the licensing of a Special
Food Service Facility - Mobile Unit that operates at Food Truck Hubs as defined under to Section 5-189.01(a) or
Section 12-115. Each licensee, as a condition of receiving a license, shall only sell their food within their
designated Food Truck Hub as defined by Section 5-189.01 or at a special event, fair, or festival. The provisions
of this law are in response to the need to encourage economic development, increase public access to healthy
food options, minimize or eliminate food deserts in underserved areas of the County, and promote innovative
entrepreneurship and revitalization in furtherance of the public safety, health and welfare of the citizens and
residents of Prince George's County.
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2802. - Definitions.
(a)
Special Food Service Facility - Mobile Unit means "A licensed, motorized vehicle or mobile food unit which
temporarily operates at a Food Truck Hub or one-time event under 12-115(e) where food items are sold to the
general public, thereby regulated by the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 10.15.03) as they may be
amended from time to time and adopted by reference in Section 12-102 as the County regulations governing
food service facilities".
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2803. - License required; fee.
(a)
No person shall operate a special food service facility - mobile unit at a Food Truck Hub without first having
obtained a special food service facility - mobile unit license from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement.
(b)
Each special food service facility - mobile unit license shall be prominently displayed in a conspicuous area of
the special food service facility - mobile unit.
(c)
Each special food service facility - mobile unit license shall expire one year from the date of issuance unless
renewed.
(d)
There shall be no fee for each special food service facility - mobile unit license.
(CB-51-2015; CB-48-2016)
Editor's note— CR-52-2016 is companion legislation to CB-48-2016 that also concerns Special Food Service
Facility - Mobile Units at Food Truck Hubs in Prince George's County. Section 1017 of the Charter for Prince
George's County provides that a Resolution has the force and effect of law but of a temporary or administrative
character. Effective June 21, 2016, CR-52-2016 (DR-2) reinforces the intent of the County to eliminate the
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administrative fee for Special Food Service Facility - Mobile Units at Food Truck Hubs in Prince George's
County. The provisions of CR-52-2016 shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect after October 1,
2016.
Sec. 5-2804. - License application.
(a)
All applicants for a special food service facility - mobile unit license shall file an application for such license on
forms provided by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. All principal owners shall be
named in the application form.
(b)
The completed application shall contain, but is not limited to, the following information and shall be
accompanied by the following documents:
(1)
All applicants shall provide a copy of their Federal Employer Identification Number and evidence of Combined
Central Registration with the Maryland Comptroller's Office.
(2)
The location of the food truck hub(s) where the special food service facility - mobile unit license holder intends
to operate including the street address and telephone number(s), if known.
(3)
A description of the type of food offered for sale.
(4)
Description of the vehicle, including a color photograph of the vehicle.
(5)
A copy of the vehicle registration.
(6)
A photocopy of the driver's license or other government issued identification card for the individuals listed in
subsection (a) of this Section.
(7)
The applicant shall provide any and all additional information requested by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
If an omission or error is discovered by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the
application will be returned to the applicant for completion or correction without further action by the
Departmental of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Any application rejected due to an omission or error
shall be accepted only when the omission or error has been remedied. For purposes of this Division, the date that
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the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement accepts an application which is complete shall be
the date the application is accepted by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(d)
In the event that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement determines that an applicant has
improperly completed the application, it shall promptly notify the applicant and allow the applicant thirty (30)
days to properly complete the application. The time period for granting or denying a special food service facility
- mobile unit license shall be stayed during the period in which the applicant is allowed an opportunity to
properly complete the application.
(e)
Applicants for a special food service facility - mobile unit license under this Division and license holders shall
have a continuing duty to promptly supplement application information required by this Section in the event that
said information changes in any way from what is stated on the application. The failure to comply with said
continuing duty within thirty (30) days from the date of such change, by supplementing the application of file
with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, shall be grounds for the suspension or
revocation of a special food service facility - mobile unit license.
(CB-51-2015; CB-48-2016)
Sec. 5-2805. - Standard Dimensions.
(a)
Maximum dimensions of a special food service facility - mobile unit shall be 25 feet long, 11 feet tall, and 8 feet
wide in a Food Truck Hub.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Health Department may further regulate
food truck appearance and quality through regulations.
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2806. - Insurance Requirement.
(a)
Each licensee shall file with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement a copy of his/her
insurance policy covering the special food service facility - mobile unit.
(CB-51-2015; CB-48-2016)
Sec. 5-2807. - Safety and Sanitation.
(a)
The Fire/EMS Department shall be responsible for:
(1)
Reviewing and issuing a proof of review for the use of open flame and propane gas in mobile vending operations
and special food services facilities - mobile units as defined by Section 5-2802 of the County Code, excluding
ice cream trucks and those selling prepackaged food;
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(2)
Conducting fire-safety related inspections of mobile vending businesses and special food services facilities mobile units as defined by Section 5-2802 of the County Code;
(3)
Enforcing County laws and regulations pertaining to any operational permits required under Subtitle 11 of the
County Code.
(b)
All mobile vendors and special food services facilities - mobile units as defined by Section 5-2802 of the County
Code are required to have a Certified Food Manager Certificate pursuant to Section 12-114. The certificate
holder shall be present at all times of operation. Vendors at mobile farmer's markets selling unprepared foods
such as whole and uncut fruits and vegetables are not covered by this section.
(c)
All mobile vendors and special food services facilities - mobile units as defined by Section 5-2802 of the County
Code are required to pass an inspection by the Health Department pursuant to Section 12-112.
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2808. - Approval/Denial of License.
(a)
The special food service facility - mobile unit license application of any applicant shall be approved or denied by
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement within thirty (30) business days of the date the
application is filed with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. The Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall deny a special food service facility - mobile unit license if:
(1)
The applicant has made a false statement upon the application or has given false information in connection with
an application; or
(2)
The applicant has not provided all documentation certification required by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(3)
The applicant or a director, officer, partner or principal of the applicant has had a special food service facility mobile unit license revoked or suspended anywhere within the state within one year prior of the application,
convicted for vending without a special food service facility - mobile unit license, or convicted for a criminal
offense committed while vending with a special food service facility - mobile unit license; or
(4)
A corporate applicant is not in good standing or authorized to do business in the State; or
(5)
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The applicant is overdue in the payment of County taxes, fees, fines or penalties assessed against him/her or
imposed against him/her in relation to a special food service facility - mobile unit.
(b)
In the event that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement denies a special food service
facility - mobile unit license application, the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall, in
writing, state the reasons for the denial, and a copy of such decision shall be sent to the applicant by first class
mail to the address provided by the applicant.
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2809. - Suspension or revocation of license.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may suspend a special food service facility mobile unit license for a period not to exceed six (6) months or revoke any license granted pursuant to this
Division upon a finding of any of the following facts:
(1)
The licensee, manager or employee if they constitute a nuisance because of noise, physical activity, public
safety, or for other good cause.
(2)
If the licensee or manager made a false statement or gave false information in connection with an application for
a special food service facility - mobile unit license or a renewal of a special food service facility - mobile unit
license, the special food service facility - mobile unit license shall be revoked;
(3)
The licensee, in the case of a corporation, is not in good standing or authorized to do business in the State;
(4)
The licensee or an employee knowingly operated any aspect of the special food service facility - mobile unit
during a period of time when the special food service facility - mobile unit license was suspended;
(5)
The licensee is delinquent in the payment of County taxes, fees, fines or penalties assessed against him/her or
imposed against him/her in relation to a special food service facility - mobile unit;
(6)
The licensed special food service facility - mobile unit fails the inspection by the Health Department pursuant to
Section 12-112.
(b)
Nothing in this Division shall prohibit the County from taking any other enforcement action provided by the
County Code, County Zoning Ordinance, and the laws of the State or of the United States.
(c)
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When the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement revokes a special food service facility mobile unit license, the revocation shall continue for one year, and the licensee shall not be issued a special food
service facility - mobile unit license for one year from the date the revocation became effective.
(d)
If a licensee has had their special food service facility - mobile unit license revoked twice, they shall be
ineligible to reapply for a new license.
(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 5-2810. - Appeals.
(a)
An applicant may appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals from a final decision of the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for a special food service facility - mobile unit license pursuant to
Section 2-117(b) of the County Code.
(b)
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to
renew a special food service facility - mobile unit license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the
Board of Administrative Appeals for Prince George's County, Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after
receipt of a denial, suspension, revocation or refusal to renew decision rendered by the Director. Appeals to the
Board of Administrative Appeals from denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew decision of the
Director shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by a final decision by the Board of Administrative Appeals, shall be entitled to file an
appeal within thirty (30) days to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. Such appeals shall be
governed by the provisions of the Maryland Rules pertaining to administrative appeals.
(CB-51-2015)
SUBTITLE 5A. - CABLE TELEVISION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
DIVISION 1. - CABLE TELEVISION.
Sec. 5A-101. - General provisions and findings.
(a)
This Subtitle shall be known and may be cited as the "Prince George's County Cable Communications
Regulatory Code."
(b)
Prince George's County, Maryland, finds that the further development of cable communications may result in
great benefits for the people of the County. Cable technology is rapidly changing, and cable plays an essential
role as part of the County's basic infrastructure. Cable television systems occupy and extensively make use of
scarce and valuable public rights-of-way in a manner different from the way in which the general public uses
them and in a manner reserved primarily for those who provide essential services to the public subject to special
public interest obligations, such as utility companies. The County finds that public convenience, safety, and
general welfare can best be served by establishing regulatory powers vested in the County or such persons as the
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County so designates to protect the public and to ensure that any franchise granted is operated in the public
interest.
(c)
The County further finds that cable systems have the capacity to provide not only entertainment and information
services to County residents, but can provide a variety of broadband, interactive communications services to
institutions and individuals.
(d)
In light of the foregoing, the following goals, among others, underlie the provisions set forth in this Subtitle:
(1)
Cable service should be available to as many County residents as possible.
(2)
A cable system should be capable of accommodating both present and reasonably foreseeable future cablerelated needs of the County.
(3)
A cable system should be constructed and maintained during a franchise term so that changes in technology may
be integrated to the maximum extent possible into existing system facilities.
(4)
A cable system should be responsive to the needs and interests of the local community and should provide a
diversity of information sources and services to the public.
(5)
A cable operator should pay fair compensation to the County for the use of public rights-of-way.
(e)
The County intends that all provisions set forth in this Subtitle shall be construed to serve the public interest and
the public purposes set forth herein, and that any franchise issued pursuant to this Subtitle shall be construed to
include the findings and public purposes set forth herein as integral parts thereof.
(f)
The County may delegate the performance of any act, duty, or obligation, or the exercise of any power under this
Subtitle or any franchise agreement to any employee, officer, department, or agency except where prohibited by
applicable law.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-102. - Definitions and word usage.
(a)
For the purposes of this Subtitle, the following terms, phrases, words, and abbreviations shall have the meanings
given herein, unless otherwise expressly stated. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the
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present tense include the future tense; words in the plural number include the singular number, and words in the
singular number include the plural number; and the masculine gender includes the feminine gender. The words
"shall" and "will" are mandatory, and "may" is permissive. Unless otherwise expressly stated, words not defined
herein shall be given the meaning set forth in Title 47 of the United States Code, as amended, and, if not defined
therein, their common and ordinary meaning.
(1)
Access Channel shall mean any channel on a cable system set aside by a franchisee for public, educational, or
governmental ("PEG") use.
(2)
Affiliate shall mean any person who owns or controls, is owned or controlled by, or is under common ownership
or control with a franchisee.
(3)
Basic Service shall mean any service tier that includes the retransmission of local television broadcast signals
and/or PEG access signals.
(4)
Cable Act shall mean the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, 47 U.S.C. Section 521 et seq., as amended
from time to time.
(5)
Cable Service shall mean:
(A)
The one-way transmission to subscribers of video programming or other programming services; and
(B)
Subscriber interaction, if any, which is required for the selection or use of such video programming or other
programming service.
(6)
Cable System or System shall mean a facility consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and associated
signal generation, reception, and control equipment that is designed to provide cable television service which
includes video programming and which is provided to multiple subscribers within the County, but such term
does not include:
(A)
A facility that serves only to retransmit the television signals of one or more television broadcast stations;
(B)
A facility that serves subscribers without using any public rights-of-way;
(C)
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A facility of a common carrier which is subject, in whole or in part, to the provisions of Title II of the
Communications Act, except that such facility shall be considered a cable system if such facility is used in the
transmission of video programming directly to subscribers;
(D)
An open video system that complies with 47 U.S.C. Section 573; or
(E)
Any facilities of any electric utility used solely for operating its electric utility system.
A reference to a cable system refers to any part thereof, including, without limitation, converters. This definition
shall not be deemed to circumscribe or limit the valid authority of Prince George's County to regulate or
franchise the activities of any other communications system or provider of communications services to the full
extent permitted by law. Any franchise agreement shall define the services of any franchisee who is authorized
to use the public rights-of-way to provide such services.
(7)
Channel shall mean a six Megahertz (MHz) frequency band, or equivalent capacity, which is capable of carrying
either one standard video signal, a number of audio, digital, or other nonvideo signals, or some combination of
such signals.
(8)
Commission or CATV Commission shall mean the Prince George's County Cable Television Commission
established herein, or its designee.
(9)
Converter shall mean an electronic device which may serve as an interface between a system and a subscriber's
television receiver or other terminal equipment, and which may perform a variety of functions, including signal
security, descrambling, electronic polling, frequency conversion and channel selection.
(10)
Council shall mean the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(11)
County shall mean Prince George's County, Maryland, and any agency, department, or agent thereof.
(12)
County Executive mean the County Executive of Prince George's County, Maryland, or the County Executive's
designee.
(13)
Customer shall mean the same as "Subscriber," defined herein.
(14)
Director shall mean the Director, or the Director's designee, of the Office of Information Technology.
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(15)
Educational Access Channel or Educational Channel shall mean any channel on a cable system set aside by a
franchisee for educational use.
(16)
Fair Market Value shall mean the price that a willing buyer would pay to a willing seller.
(17)
FCC shall mean the Federal Communications Commission, its designee, or any successor governmental entity
thereto.
(18)
Force Majeure shall mean that the franchisee shall not be liable for delay in performance of, or failure to
perform, in whole or in part, its obligations pursuant to the agreement due, directly or indirectly, to severe or
unusual weather conditions, strike, labor disturbance, lockout, war or act of war (whether an actual declaration
of war is made or not), insurrection, riot, act of public enemy, action or inaction of any government
instrumentality or public utility including condemnation, accidents for which franchisee is not primarily
responsible, fire, flood or other act of God, sabotage or other events to the extent that such causes or other events
are beyond the reasonable control of the franchisee. In the event that any such delay in performance or failure to
perform affects only part of the franchisee's capacity to perform, the franchisee shall perform to the maximum
extent it is able to perform and shall take all reasonable steps within its power to correct such cause(s) in as
expeditious a manner as possible.
(19)
Franchise shall mean a nonexclusive authorization granted pursuant to this Subtitle to construct, operate, and
maintain a cable system along the public rights-of-way to provide cable service within all, or a specified area of,
Prince George's County, Maryland. Any such authorization, in whatever form granted, shall not mean or include
any general license or permit required for the privilege of transacting and carrying on a business within the
County as required by the ordinances and laws of the County, or for attaching devices to poles or other
structures, whether owned by the County or a private entity, or for excavating or performing other work in or
along public rights-of-way.
(20)
Franchise Agreement shall mean a contract entered into pursuant to this Subtitle between the County and a
franchisee that sets forth, subject to this Subtitle, the terms and conditions under which a franchise will be
granted and exercised.
(21)
Franchise Area shall mean the area of the County that a franchisee is authorized to serve as provided for in its
franchise agreement.
(22)
Franchisee shall mean a natural person, partnership, domestic or foreign corporation, association, joint venture,
or organization of any kind that has been granted a franchise by a natural person, partnership, domestic or
foreign corporation, association, joint venture, or organization of any kind that has been granted a franchise by
the County.
(23)
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Governmental Access Channel or Governmental Channel shall mean any channel on a cable system set aside by
a franchisee for government use.
(24)
Gross Revenues shall mean any and all cash, credits, property, or other consideration of any kind or nature that
constitute revenue in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and that arise from, or are
attributable to, or in any way derived directly or indirectly by, a franchisee or its affiliates, or by any other entity
that is a cable operator of the franchisee's system to provide cable services except as hereinafter specifically
excluded.
(A)
Consistent with the foregoing, the following, without limitation, shall be included in gross revenues to the extent
derived from the operation of a franchisee's cable system to provide cable services in the County:
(i)
Monthly fees collected from subscribers from any basic, optional, premium, per-channel, per-program services,
or cable programming service;
(ii)
Installation, disconnection, reconnection, and change-in-service fees;
(iii)
Fees, payments, or other consideration received from programmers for carriage of programming on franchisee's
cable system;
(iv)
Revenues from rentals or sales of converters or other equipment;
(v)
Studio rental;
(vi)
Fees from third party unaffiliated programmers for leased access programming;
(vii)
Production equipment, rental fee and personal fees, advertising revenues, net of normal agency commissions;
(viii)
Revenues from the sale or carriage of other cable services;
(ix)
Revenues from leased channel fees;
(x)
Late fees and administrative fees;
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(xi)
Fees, payments, or other consideration received from programmers for carriage of programming on the system;
(xii)
Revenues from Internet access services; and
(xiii)
Revenues from home shopping and bank-at-home channels.
(B)
Gross revenues shall not include any taxes on services furnished by a franchisee which are imposed directly on
any subscriber or user by the community or another governmental unit and which are collected by the franchisee
on behalf of said governmental unit. A franchise fee is not such a tax.
(C)
Gross revenues shall not include:
(i)
Any consideration paid by the County to a franchisee for an institutional network ("I-NET"), or any expense
reimbursement paid by the County or its agents, or by PEG users, to the franchisee;
(ii)
Any compensation awarded to a franchisee based on the County's condemnation of property of the franchisee;
(iii)
Any uncollected receipts (i.e., "bad debt"), provided, however, that all or any part of any such actual bad debt
that is written off but subsequently collected shall be included in gross revenues in the period collected.
(D)
Any amounts includable as gross revenues that are received by an affiliate or any other entity that is a cable
operator of franchisee's cable system shall not be counted as gross revenues to the extent that such amounts are
also received directly by the franchisee, to ensure that no such revenue is counted twice.
(25)
Installation shall mean the connection of system services to subscribers' television receivers or other subscriberowned or provided terminal equipment.
(26)
Leased Access Channel or Commercial Access Channel shall mean any channel on a cable system designated or
dedicated for use by a person unaffiliated with the franchisee.
(27)
Net Profit shall mean the amount remaining after deducting from gross revenues all of the actual, direct and
indirect, expenses associated with operating the cable system, including the franchise fee, interest, depreciation,
and Federal or State income taxes.
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(28)
Normal Business Hours shall mean those hours during which most similar businesses in the community are open
to serve customers, including some evening hours at least one night per week and/or some weekend hours.
(29)
Normal Operating Conditions shall mean those service conditions that are within the control of a franchisee.
Conditions that are not within the control of a franchisee include, but are not limited to, natural disasters, civil
disturbances, power outages, telephone network outages, and severe weather conditions. Conditions that are
ordinarily within the control of a franchisee include, but are not limited to, special promotions, pay-per-view
events, rate increases, regular peak or seasonal demand periods, and maintenance or upgrade of a cable system.
(30)
OVS shall mean an open video system that complies with 47 U.S.C. Section 653, as amended.
(31)
PEG shall mean Public, Educational, and Governmental.
(32)
Person shall mean an individual, partnership, association, joint stock company, organization, corporation, or any
lawful successor thereto or transferee thereof, but such term does not include the County.
(33)
Programmer shall mean any person or entity that produces or otherwise provides program material or
information for transmission by video, audio, digital, or other signals, either live or from recorded traces or other
storage media, to users or subscribers by means of a cable system.
(34)
Public Access Channel shall mean any channel on a cable system set aside by a franchisee for use by the general
public, including groups and individuals, and which is available for such use on a nondiscriminatory basis.
(35)
Public Benefit Corporation shall mean any nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which has as its primary purpose
the provision of services of education, health, civic, charitable, or similar nature on a County-wide basis.
(36)
Public Rights-of-Way shall mean the surface, the air space above the surface, and the area below the surface of
any public street, highway, lane, path, alley, sidewalk, boulevard, drive, bridge, tunnel, park, parkway, waterway,
easement, or similar property within the County, which, consistent with the purposes for which it was dedicated,
may be used for the purpose of installing and maintaining a cable system. No reference herein, or in any
franchise agreement, to a "public Right-of-Way" shall be deemed to be a representation or guarantee by the
County that its interest or other right to control the use of such property is sufficient to permit its use for such
purposes, and a franchisee shall be deemed to gain only those rights to use as are properly in the County and as
the County may have the undisputed right and power to give.
(37)
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Security Fund shall mean a performance bond, letter of credit, or cash deposit, or any or all of these, to the
extent required by a franchise agreement.
(38)
Service Interruption shall mean loss of picture or sound on one or more cable channels, as described in FCC
regulations as of December 1, 1998.
(39)
Subscriber shall mean any person who legally receives any service delivered over a cable system.
(40)
User shall mean a person or organization using a channel or equipment and facilities for purposes of producing
or transmitting material, as contrasted with the receipt thereof in the capacity of a subscriber.
(CB-16-1999; CB-22-2001; CB-71-2012)
Sec. 5A-103. - Grant of franchise.
(a)
(1)
The County may grant one or more cable franchises for the County or designated areas therein, and each such
franchise shall be awarded in accordance with and subject to the provisions of this Subtitle.
(2)
Franchises shall be granted by action of the Council pursuant to applicable law.
(3)
No person may construct or operate a cable system without a franchise granted by the County. No person may be
granted a franchise without having entered into a franchise agreement with the County pursuant to this Subtitle.
(b)
No franchise shall be granted for a period of more than fifteen (15) years, except that a franchisee may apply for
renewal or extension pursuant to applicable law.
(c)
(1)
A franchise authorizes use of public rights-of-way for installing cables, wires, lines, optical fiber, underground
conduit, and other devices necessary and appurtenant to the operation of a cable system to provide cable service
within a franchise area, but does not expressly or implicitly authorize a franchisee to provide service to, or install
a cable system on, private property without owner consent (except for use of compatible easements pursuant to
Section 621 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. Section 541(a)(2) and common law), or to use publicly or privately
owned conduits without a separate agreement with the owners.
(2)
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A franchise shall constitute both a right and an obligation to provide the cable services regulated by the
provisions of this Subtitle and the franchise agreement.
(3)
A franchise is nonexclusive and will not explicitly or implicitly preclude the issuance of other franchises to
operate cable systems within the County, affect the County's right to authorize use of public rights-of-way by
other persons to operate cable systems or for other purposes as it determines appropriate, or affect the County's
right to itself construct, operate, or maintain a cable system, with or without a franchise.
(4)
All privileges prescribed by a franchise shall be subordinate to (without limitation) the County's use and any
prior lawful occupancy of the public rights-of-way.
(5)
The County reserves the right to designate where a franchisee's facilities are to be placed within the public
rights-of-way and to resolve any disputes among users of the public rights-of-way.
(d)
(1)
A franchisee shall at all times be subject to and shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws. A
franchisee shall at all times be subject to all lawful exercise of the police power of the County, including all
rights the County may have under 47 U.S.C. Section 552. Nothing in a franchise agreement shall be deemed to
waive the requirements of the various codes and ordinances of the County regarding permits, fees to be paid, or
manner of construction.
(2)
No course of dealing between a franchisee and the County, or any delay on the part of the County in exercising
any rights hereunder, or any acquiescence by the County in the actions of a franchisee that are in contravention
of such rights (except to the extent such rights are expressly waived by the County) shall operate as a waiver of
any such rights of the County.
(3)
The County may, from time to time, issue such reasonable rules and regulations concerning cable systems as are
consistent with applicable law.
(e)
(1)
The provisions of this Subtitle and any franchise agreement will be liberally construed in favor of the County in
order to effectuate their purposes and objectives and to promote the public interest.
(2)
Subject to federal law or regulation, a franchise agreement will be governed by and construed in accordance
with the laws of the State of Maryland.
(f)
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Any person who occupies the public rights-of-way of the County for the purpose of operating or constructing a
cable system or an OVS and who does not hold a valid franchise (or other authority allowing such entity to be in
the public rights-of-way to provide video services) from the County shall nonetheless, to the extent allowable by
law, be subject to all provisions of this Subtitle including, but not limited to, its provisions regarding
construction and technical standards and franchise fees. Such person shall apply for a franchise within thirty (30)
days of receipt of a written notice by the County that a franchise agreement is required. The County may, in its
discretion, require such person to remove its property and restore the area to a condition satisfactory to the
County within a reasonable time period, as the County shall determine; remove the property itself and restore the
area to a satisfactory condition and charge the person the costs therefor; and/or take any other action it is entitled
to take under applicable law, including filing for and seeking damages for trespass. In no event shall a franchise
be created unless it is issued by action of the County and subject to a written franchise agreement.
(g)
Any act that a franchisee is or may be required to perform under this Subtitle, a franchise agreement, or
applicable law including, but not limited to, removal, replacement, or modification of the installation of any of
its facilities and restoration to County standards and specifications of any damage or disturbance caused to the
public rights-of-way as a result of its operations or construction on its behalf, shall be performed at the
franchisee's expense unless expressly provided to the contrary in this Subtitle, the franchise agreement, or
applicable law.
(h)
Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to impair or affect, in any way or to any extent, the County's rights
of eminent domain to the extent to which they may apply to any public utility or cable system.
(CB-16-1999)
Editor's note— CB-17-1999 granted the cable television franchise for the Northern Franchise Area and the
Southern Franchise Area to Jones Communications of Maryland, Inc., for a term of 15 years.
CB-43-2000 granted a cable franchise for the operation of a cable television system in the County to Starpower
Communications, LLC.
CB-82-2006 granted a cable television franchise for the operation of a cable television system in the County to
Verizon Maryland, Inc., for a term of 15 years.
Sec. 5A-104. - Franchise applications.
(a)
(1)
A written application shall be filed with the County for grant of an initial franchise or modification of a franchise
agreement pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 545.
(2)
To be acceptable for filing, a signed original of the application shall be submitted together with twenty-five (25)
copies. The application must be accompanied by any required application filing fee, conform to any applicable
request for proposals, and contain all required information. All applications shall include the names and
addresses of persons authorized to act on behalf of all applicants with respect to the application.
(3)
All applications accepted for filing shall be made available by the County for public inspection.
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(b)
(1)
A person may apply for an initial franchise by submitting an application containing the information required in
this Section. Upon receipt of such an application, the County may either evaluate the application pursuant to this
Section, conducting such investigations as it deems necessary, or issue a Request for Proposals ("RFP") after
conducting, if necessary, a proceeding to identify the future cable-related needs and interests of the community.
Any such RFP shall be mailed to the person requesting its issuance and made available to any other interested
party. The RFP may contain a proposed franchise agreement.
(2)
An applicant shall respond to an RFP by filing an application within the time directed by the County, providing
the information and material set forth in this Section. The procedures, instructions, and requirements set forth in
the RFP shall be followed by each applicant. Any applicant that has already filed materials pursuant to this
Section need not refile the same materials with its RFP response, but must amplify its application to include any
additional or different materials required by the RFP. The County or its designee may seek additional
information from any applicant and establish deadlines for the submission of such information.
(3)
In evaluating an application for a franchise, the County shall consider, among other things, the following factors:
(A)
The extent to which the applicant has substantially complied with the applicable law and the material terms of
any existing cable franchise for the County;
(B)
Whether the quality of the applicant's service under any existing franchise in the County, including signal
quality, response to customer complaints, billing practices, and the like, has been reasonable in light of the needs
and interests of the communities served;
(C)
Whether the applicant has the financial, technical, and legal qualifications to provide cable service;
(D)
Whether the application satisfies any minimum requirements established by the County and is otherwise
reasonable to meet the future cable-related needs and interests of the community, taking into account the cost of
meeting such needs and interests;
(E)
Whether, to the extent not considered under Subsection 5A-104(b)(3)(D), the applicant will provide adequate
PEG access channel capacity, facilities, or financial support;
(F)
Whether issuance of a franchise is warranted in the public interest considering the immediate and future effect
on the public rights-of-way and private property that would be used by the cable system, including the extent to
which installation or maintenance as planned would require replacement of property or involve disruption of
property, public services, or use of the public rights-of-way, the effect of granting a franchise on the ability of
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cable to meet the cable-related needs and interests of the community, and the comparative superiority or
inferiority of competing applications;
(G)
What effects a grant of the application may have on competition in the delivery of cable service in the County.
(4)
If the County finds that it is in the public interest to issue a franchise considering, without limitation, the factors
set forth above, and subject to the applicant's entry into an appropriate franchise agreement, it shall issue a
franchise. If the County denies a franchise, it will issue a written decision explaining why the franchise was
denied. Prior to deciding whether or not to issue a franchise, the County may hold one or more public hearings
or implement other procedures under which comments from the public on an application may be received. The
County also may grant or deny a request for a franchise based on its review of an application without further
proceedings and may reject any application that is incomplete or fails to respond to an RFP. This Subtitle is not
intended and shall not be interpreted to grant any party standing to challenge the denial of an application or the
issuance of a franchise unless such standing is necessary to enforce a party's rights under its franchise agreement
or applicable law.
(c)
An RFP for the grant of an initial franchise shall require, and any such application shall contain, at a minimum,
the following information:
(1)
Name and address of the applicant and identification of the ownership and control of the applicant, including:
the names and addresses of the ten (10) largest holders of an ownership interest in the applicant and affiliates of
the applicant, and all persons with five percent (5%) or more ownership interest in the applicant and its affiliates;
the persons who control the applicant and its affiliates; all officers and directors of the applicant and its affiliates;
and any other business affiliation and cable system ownership interest of each named person;
(2)
A demonstration of the applicant's technical ability to construct and/or operate the proposed cable system,
including identification of key personnel;
(3)
A demonstration of the applicant's legal qualifications to construct and/or operate the proposed cable system,
including but not limited to the following factors:
(A)
The County shall consider whether an applicant has had previous requests for a franchise denied by the County
or other franchising authorities.
(B)
The applicant must have the necessary authority under Maryland law to operate a cable system.
(C)
The applicant must have the necessary authority under federal law to hold the franchise and operate a cable
system. An applicant must have, or show that it is qualified to obtain, any necessary federal franchises or
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waivers required to operate the system proposed.
(D)
The County shall consider whether, at any time during the ten (10) years preceding the submission of the
application, the applicant was convicted of any act or omission of such character that the applicant cannot be
relied upon to deal truthfully with the County and the subscribers of the cable system, or to substantially comply
with its lawful obligations under applicable law, including obligations under consumer protection laws and laws
prohibiting anticompetitive acts, fraud, racketeering, or other similar conduct.
(E)
The County shall consider whether an applicant files materially misleading information in its application or
intentionally withholds information that the applicant lawfully is required to provide.
(F)
The County shall provide an opportunity to an applicant to show that it would be inappropriate to deny it a
franchise by virtue of the particular circumstances surrounding the matter and the steps taken by the applicant to
cure all harms flowing therefrom and prevent their recurrence, the lack of involvement of the applicant's
principals, or the remoteness of the matter from the operation of cable systems.
(4)
A demonstration of financial qualifications to complete the construction and operation of the cable system
proposed;
(5)
A description of any prior experience in cable system ownership, construction, and operation, and identification
of communities in which the applicant or any of its principals have, or have had, a cable franchise or any interest
therein;
(6)
Identification of the area of the County to be served by the proposed cable system, including a description of the
proposed franchise area's boundaries;
(7)
A detailed description of the physical facilities proposed, including channel capacity, technical design,
performance characteristics, headend, and access facilities;
(8)
Where applicable, a description of the construction of the proposed system, including an estimate of plant
mileage and its location, the proposed construction schedule, and a description, where appropriate, of how
services will be converted from existing facilities to new facilities;
(9)
A demonstration of how the applicant will reasonably meet the future cable-related needs and interests of the
community, including PEG access channel capacity, facilities, or financial support to meet the community's
needs and interests;
(10)
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If necessary at the County's discretion, pro forma financial projections for the proposed franchise term, including
a statement of projected income, and a schedule of planned capital additions, with all significant assumptions
explained in notes or supporting schedules;
(11)
Any other information that may be necessary to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this Subtitle;
(12)
Any additional information that the County may request of the applicant that is relevant to the County's
consideration of the application;
(13)
An affidavit or declaration of the applicant or authorized officer certifying the truth and accuracy of the
information in the application, acknowledging the enforceability of application commitments, and certifying that
the application meets all Federal and State law requirements.
(14)
The County may, at its discretion and upon request of an applicant, waive in writing the provision of any of the
information required by this Section 5A-104(c).
(d)
The renewal of any franchise to provide cable service shall be conducted in a manner consistent with Section
626 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. Section 546, as from time to time amended.
(e)
An application for modification of a franchise agreement shall include, at a minimum, the following
information:
(1)
The specific modification requested;
(2)
The justification for the requested modification, including the impact of the requested modification on
subscribers and others, and the financial impact on the applicant if the modification is approved or disapproved,
demonstrated through, inter alia, submission of financial pro formas;
(3)
A statement whether the modification is sought pursuant to Section 625 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. Section 545,
and, if so, a demonstration that the requested modification meets the standards set forth in 47 U.S.C. Section
545;
(4)
Any other information that the applicant believes is necessary for the County to make an informed determination
on the application for modification; and
(5)
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An affidavit or declaration of the applicant or authorized officer certifying the truth and accuracy of the
information in the application, and certifying that the application is consistent with all Federal and State law
requirements.
(f)
An applicant shall be notified of any public hearings held in connection with the evaluation of its application and
shall be given an opportunity to be heard. In addition, prior to the issuance of a franchise, the County shall
provide for the holding of a public hearing within the proposed franchise area, following reasonable notice to the
public, at which every applicant and its applications shall be examined and the public and all interested parties
afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard.
(g)
Following approval by the County, any franchise granted pursuant to this Subtitle, and the rights, privileges, and
authority granted by a franchise agreement, shall take effect and be in force from and after the first date on
which both the franchisee and the County have accepted and signed the franchise agreement and the bill granting
County approval is effective.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-105. - Filing fees.
(a)
To be acceptable for filing, any application of the type listed below, submitted after the effective date of this
Subtitle, shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable filing fee of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000), payable to the
County, to cover costs incidental to the awarding or enforcement of the franchise, as appropriate:
(1)
Application for an initial franchise or for issuance of an RFP;
(2)
Application for renewal of a franchise;
(3)
Application for modification of a franchise agreement; or
(4)
Application for approval of a transfer.
(b)
To the extent consistent with applicable law:
(1)
The County may require the franchisee, or, where applicable, a transferor or transferee, to reimburse the County
for its reasonable out-of-pocket expenses in considering the application, including consultants' fees;
(2)
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No payments made hereunder shall be considered a franchise fee, but fall within one or more of the exceptions
in 47 U.S.C. Section 542(g)(2).
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-106. - Provision of cable service.
(a)
A franchisee shall construct and operate its system so as to provide service to all parts of its franchise area
having a density of at least twenty (20) residences per mile of system. In addition, all areas which reach such
density at any time during the franchise term shall be provided service upon reaching the minimum density.
(b)
Except as federal law may otherwise require, and subject to the minimum density requirement specified above, a
franchisee shall, upon request:
(1)
Extend its trunk and distribution system to any subscriber located within two hundred fifty (250) feet of a main
distribution cable located in the public rights-of-way at its standard installation charge, unless the franchisee
demonstrates to the County's satisfaction that extraordinary circumstances exist; and
(2)
Extend its trunk and distribution system to any potential subscriber outside the two hundred fifty (250) foot
limit, provided that the franchisee may charge the potential subscriber for the cost of the actual length of the
installed drop, or the shortest distance to the point where the franchisee would be required to extend its
distribution system, whichever is shorter, except where the franchisee has demonstrated to the County's
satisfaction that extraordinary circumstances exist.
In areas where the minimum density requirement is not met, or where extraordinary circumstances exist, a
franchisee shall, upon request, extend its cable system to a potential subscriber, provided that the subscriber shall
pay the additional extension costs.
(c)
(1)
"Additional extension costs" as used above shall mean a subscriber's pro rata share of: a franchisee's total
construction costs at the actual density of affected potential subscribers, less the total construction costs that the
franchisee would incur if it were extending its system to make service available to the same number of potential
subscribers at a density of twenty (20) residences per mile.
(2)
"Total construction costs" are defined for purposes of this Section as the actual turnkey cost to construct the
entire extension including electronics, pole make-ready charges, and labor, but not the cost of the house drop.
(d)
(1)
It is the right of all subscribers in the franchise area to receive all available services from a franchisee, as those
services become available, as long as their financial and other obligations to the franchisee are satisfied.
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(2)
A franchisee shall ensure that all subscribers receive continuous uninterrupted service. At the County's request, a
franchisee shall, as trustee for its successor in interest, operate its system for a temporary period (the "Transition
Period") following the termination, sale, or transfer of its franchise as necessary to maintain service to
subscribers, and shall cooperate with the County to assure an orderly transition to another franchisee.
(3)
During such Transition Period, a franchisee shall not sell any of the system assets, nor make any physical,
material, administrative, or operational change that would tend to reduce the quality of service to subscribers,
decrease the system's income, or materially increase expenses without the express permission, in writing, of the
County.
(4)
The County may seek legal and/or equitable relief to enforce the provisions of this Section.
(5)
The Transition Period shall be no longer than the period required to ensure that cable service will be available to
subscribers, and shall not be longer than thirty-six (36) months, unless extended by the County for good cause.
During the Transition Period, a franchisee will continue to be obligated to comply with the terms and conditions
of the agreement and applicable laws and regulations.
(6)
If a franchisee abandons its system during the franchise term, or fails to operate its system in accordance with
the terms of its franchise agreement during any Transition Period, the County, at its option, may operate the
system, designate another entity to operate the system temporarily until the franchisee restores service under
conditions acceptable to the County, or until the franchise is revoked and a new franchisee selected by the
County is providing service, or obtain an injunction requiring the franchisee to continue operations. If the
County is required to operate or designate another entity to operate the cable system, the franchisee shall
reimburse the County or its designee for all costs and damages incurred that are in excess of the revenues from
the cable system.
(7)
A franchisee shall forfeit its rights to notice and hearing, and the Council may, by resolution, declare its
franchise immediately terminated, in addition to any other relief or remedies it may have under its franchise
agreement, this Subtitle, or other applicable law, if:
(A)
The franchisee fails to provide cable service in accordance with its franchise over a substantial portion of the
franchise area for ninety-six (96) consecutive hours, unless the County authorizes a longer interruption of
service or the failure is due to force majeure as characterized in its franchise agreement; or
(B)
The franchisee, for any period, willfully and without cause refuses to provide cable service in accordance with
its franchise over a substantial portion of the franchise area.
(8)
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The franchisee shall provide, without charge within the franchise territory, one service outlet to each fire station,
public school building, police station, public library, and other such buildings used for municipal purposes as
may be designated by the County; provided, however, that, if it is necessary to extend the franchisee's trunk or
feeder lines more than one thousand (1,000) feet solely to provide service to any such school or public building,
the County shall have the option either of paying the franchisee's direct costs for the portion in excess of one
thousand (1,000) feet, or of releasing the franchisee from the obligation to provide service to such building.
Furthermore, the franchisee shall be permitted to recover, from any public building owner entitled to free
service, the direct cost of installing, when requested to do so, more than one outlet, or concealed inside wiring,
or a service outlet requiring more than two hundred fifty (250) feet of drop cable.
(9)
No charge shall be made to the County or any board, bureau, or department of the County, or any municipal
government for use of the government access channels.
(e)
(1)
The franchisee shall be required to interconnect its cable television system with other cable television systems or
other broadband communications facilities located in contiguous communities. Such interconnection shall be
made within ninety (90) days of a request made by the Commission.
(2)
Interconnection of systems shall occur when the County directs and may be done by direct cable connection,
microwave link, satellite, or other appropriate method. Interconnection shall be required for origination and
access channels that are determined by the franchisee and the County to be technically and economically
feasible, unless provided otherwise in agreement.
(f)
The franchisee shall make every reasonable effort to cooperate with cable television franchise holders in
contiguous communities in order to provide cable service in areas within the County but outside the franchisee's
service area.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-107. - Design and construction.
(a)
Every franchise agreement shall specify the construction schedule that will apply to any required construction,
upgrade, or rebuild of the cable system.
(b)
(1)
A franchisee shall construct, operate, and maintain its cable system in strict compliance with all applicable laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations, including but not limited to, the National Electrical Safety Code and the
National Fire Protection Association National Electrical Code, as such may be amended from time to time.
(2)
The system, and all parts thereof, shall be subject to the right of periodic inspection by the County.
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(3)
No construction, reconstruction, installation, or relocation of the system or any part thereof within the public
rights-of-way shall be commenced until all applicable written permits have been obtained from the proper
County officials. In any permit so issued, such officials may impose such conditions and regulations as a
condition of the granting of the permit as are necessary for the purpose of protecting any structures in the public
rights-of-way and for the proper restoration of such public rights-of-way and structures, and for the protection of
the public and the continuity of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
(4)
A franchisee shall, by a time specified by the County, protect, support, temporarily disconnect, relocate, or
remove any of its property when required by the County by reason of traffic conditions, public safety, public
right-of-way construction, public right-of-way maintenance or repair (including resurfacing or widening),
change of public right-of-way grade, construction, installation or repair of sewers, drains, water pipes, power
lines, signal lines, tracks, or any other type of government-owned communications system, public work or
improvement, or any government-owned utility; public right-of-way vacation; or for any other purpose where
the convenience of the County would be served thereby; provided, however, that a franchisee shall, in all such
cases, have the privilege of abandoning any property in place after obtaining permission from the County and at
the sole discretion of the County.
(5)
If any removal, relaying, or relocation is required to accommodate the construction, operation, or repair of the
facilities of another person that is authorized to use the public rights-of-way, a franchisee shall, after reasonable
advance written notice, take action to effect the necessary changes requested by the responsible entity. The
County may resolve disputes as to responsibility for costs associated with the removal, relaying, or relocation of
facilities as among entities authorized to install facilities in the public rights-of-way if the parties are unable to
do so themselves, and if the matter is not governed by a valid contract between the parties or a State or Federal
law or regulation.
(6)
In the event of an emergency, or where a cable system creates or is contributing to an imminent danger to health,
safety, or property, the County may remove, relay, or relocate any or all parts of that cable system without prior
notice.
(7)
A franchisee shall, on the request of any person holding a building moving permit issued by the County,
temporarily raise or lower its wires to permit the moving of buildings. The expense of such temporary removal
or raising or lowering of wires shall be paid by the person requesting same, and a franchisee shall have the
authority to require such payment in advance, except in the case where the requesting person is the County, in
which case no such payment shall be required. A franchisee shall be given not less than seventy-two (72) hours
advance notice to arrange for such temporary wire changes.
(8)
A franchisee shall participate in any "Miss Utility" program active in its franchise area with regard to giving and
receiving notice of the location of facilities and excavations.
(9)
Wherever all electrical and telephone utility wiring is located underground, either at the time of initial
construction or subsequently, at the direction of the County, the television cable shall also be located
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underground at no expense to the County. If the facilities of either the electric or the telephone utility are aerial,
the television facilities may be located underground at the request of a property owner, provided that the
difference in cost of the installation shall be paid by the property owner making the request to the franchisee.
(10)
The franchisee shall utilize existing poles, conduits, and other facilities whenever possible, and shall not
construct or install any new, different, or additional poles, conduits, or other facilities whether on public property
or on privately-owned property until the written approval of the County is obtained. However, no location of any
pole or wire-holding structure of the franchisee shall be a vested interest, and such poles or structures shall be
removed or modified by the franchisee at its own expense whenever the County Department of Public Works
and Transportation determines that the public convenience would be enhanced thereby.
(11)
The franchisee shall have the authority to trim trees on public property at its own expense as may be necessary
to protect its wires and facilities, subject to the supervision and direction of the County. Trimming of trees on
private property shall require written consent of the property owner.
(c)
Any and all public rights-of-way, public property, or private property that is disturbed or damaged during the
construction, repair, replacement, relocation, operation, maintenance, or construction of a cable system shall be
repaired, replaced, and restored, as appropriate, in substantially the same condition and in a good workmanlike,
timely manner, in accordance with the standards for such work set by the County. With respect to damage or
disturbances to public rights-of-way or public property, all repairs and restoration shall be performed in
accordance with Subtitle 23 of the Prince George's County Code or any successor provision. All repairs,
replacements, and restoration shall be undertaken and completed within the timeframes specified by the County
or, if none are specified, no more than thirty (30) days after the damage is incurred, and shall be completed as
soon as reasonably possible thereafter. A franchisee shall guarantee and maintain such restoration for at least one
year against defective materials or workmanship or for cuts in pavement surface until such time as pavement is
overlaid, whichever is longer.
(d)
(1)
Should the grades or lines of the public rights-of-way that the franchisee is authorized by a franchise to use and
occupy be changed at any time during the term of a franchise, the franchisee shall, if necessary, relocate or
change its system so as to conform with the new grades or lines at no expense to the County.
(2)
Any alteration to the water mains, sewerage or drainage system, or to any County, State, or other public
structures in the public rights-of-way required on account of the presence of a franchisee's system in the public
rights-of-way shall be made at the sole cost and expense of the franchisee. During any work of constructing,
operating, or maintaining of a system, the franchisee shall also protect any and all existing structures belonging
to the County and any other person. All work performed by the franchisee shall be done in the manner
prescribed by the County or other officials having jurisdiction therein.
(e)
Nothing in this Subtitle or any franchise agreement shall be in preference or hindrance to the right of the County
and any board, authority, commission, or public service corporation to perform or carry on any public works or
public improvements of any description; and should a franchisee's system in any way interfere with the
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construction, maintenance, or repair of such public works or public improvements, the franchisee shall protect or
relocate its system, or part thereof, as reasonably directed by any Prince George's County official, board,
authority, commission, or public service corporation.
(f)
The franchisee shall make every reasonable effort to cooperate with cable television franchise holders in
contiguous communities in order to provide cable service in areas within the County but outside the franchisee's
service area.
(g)
A franchise shall address the cable system's two-way capacity and shall include provisions regarding nonvoice
return communication.
(h)
Franchisee shall maintain in constant readiness equipment capable of providing standby power for the cable
television system.
(1)
Said equipment shall be constructed so as to revert automatically to a standby mode when alternating current
power returns.
(2)
The franchisee shall comply with all utility and other safety regulations to prevent a standby generator from
powering a "dead" utility line so as to cause injury to any person.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-107.01. - Test and performance monitoring.
(a)
Unless otherwise provided in a cable operator's franchise agreement, the following provisions (1) through (5)
shall apply:
(1)
Not later than ninety (90) calendar days after any new or substantially rebuilt portion of the system is made
available for service to subscribers, technical performance tests shall be conducted by the franchisee to
demonstrate full compliance with the Technical Standards of the FCC. Such tests shall be performed by, or under
the supervision of, a qualified registered professional engineer or an engineer with proper training and
experience. A copy of the report shall be submitted to the County, describing test results, instrumentation,
calibration, and test procedures, and the qualifications of the engineer responsible for the tests.
(2)
System monitor test points shall be established at or near the output of the last amplifier in the longest feeder
line, at or near the trunk line extremities, at not fewer than eight (8) widely scattered locations. Testing shall be
carried out pursuant to FCC regulations.
(3)
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At any time after commencement of service to subscribers, the County may require additional tests, full or
partial repeat tests, different test procedures, or tests involving a specific subscriber's terminal. Requests for such
additional tests will be made on the basis of complaints received or other evidence indicating an unresolved
controversy or significant noncompliance, and such tests will be limited to the particular matter in controversy.
The County will endeavor to so arrange its requests for such special tests so as to minimize hardship or
inconvenience to the franchisee or to the subscriber.
(4)
A copy of the annual performance tests report required by the FCC shall be simultaneously submitted to the
County.
(5)
The County shall have the right to employ qualified consultants if necessary or desirable to assist in the
administration of this or any other Section of this Subtitle.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-108. - Channels and facilities for PEG use.
(a)
The County may designate one (1) or more entities, including a nonprofit access management corporation, to
perform any or all of the following functions:
(1)
To manage any necessary scheduling or allocation of capacity on the Institutional Network; and
(2)
On the County's behalf, to program any PEG access channel. Educational and public access channels shall not be
managed by the same entity; provided, however, that until such entities have been designated, the County shall
be responsible for these functions.
(b)
For any public access channel, the entity managing such channel shall establish:
(1)
Rules that prohibit the presentation of any advertising material designed to promote the sale of commercial
products or services (including advertising by or on behalf of candidates for public office), lottery information,
and obscene matter;
(2)
Rules requiring first-come, nondiscriminatory access; and
(3)
Rules permitting public inspection of the complete record of the names and addresses of all persons and groups
requesting access time.
Such a record shall be retained for a period of two (2) years.
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(c)
PEG Access Channel(s) shall be for the noncommercial use of the County and shall be available at no expense to
the County and access users.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-109. - Consumer protection.
(a)
This Section sets forth customer service standards that a franchisee must satisfy. In addition, the franchisee shall
at all times satisfy any additional or stricter requirements established by FCC regulations, or other applicable
Federal, State, or local law or regulation, as the same may be amended from time to time.
(1)
Nothing in this Subtitle may be construed to prevent or prohibit:
(A)
The County and a franchisee from agreeing to customer service requirements that exceed the standards set forth
in this Subtitle;
(B)
The County from enforcing, through the end of a franchise term, preexisting customer service requirements that
exceed the standards set forth in this Subtitle and are contained in current franchise agreements;
(C)
The County from enacting or enforcing any customer service or consumer protection laws or regulations; or
(D)
The County from waiving, for good cause, requirements established in this Section.
(2)
Nothing in this Subtitle in any way relieves a franchisee of its obligation to comply with other applicable
consumer protection laws and its franchise agreement.
(b)
(1)
A subscriber's preference as to the point of entry into a residence shall be observed whenever feasible. Runs in
building interiors shall be as unobtrusive as possible. A franchisee shall use due care in the process of
installation and shall repair any damage to a subscriber's property caused by said installation. Such restoration
shall be undertaken within thirty (30) days after the damage is incurred and shall be completed as soon as
reasonably possible thereafter.
(2)
In locations where a franchisee's system must be underground, drops must be placed underground as well. In all
cases where new developments and subdivisions are to be constructed and to be served in whole or in part by
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underground power and telephone utilities, the owner or developer of such areas shall provide reasonable notice
to the franchisee of the availability of trenches, backfill, and specifications of all necessary substructures in order
that the franchisee may install all necessary cable facilities. In no event shall such undergrounding be at any cost
or expense to the County.
(3)
Where a franchisee is required under Section 5A-106 to provide service to a person that resides within two
hundred fifty (250) feet from the franchisee's distribution system, the franchisee must provide such service
within seven (7) business days of the person's request. If, however, the person resides less than two hundred fifty
(250) feet, but more than one hundred twenty-five (125) feet, from the franchisee's distribution system, the
County may waive this seven (7) day requirement upon a showing of good cause by the franchisee and provided
the franchisee specifies the time period within which service will be provided. This standard shall be met ninetyfive percent (95%) of the time, measured on a quarterly basis.
(4)
A franchisee shall adhere to FCC regulations regarding antenna switches. A franchisee shall not, as a condition
to providing cable service, require any subscriber or potential subscriber to remove any existing antenna
structures for the receipt of over-the-air television signals.
(5)
A franchisee shall use its best efforts to collect on delinquent subscriber accounts before terminating service. In
all cases, the franchisee shall provide the customer with at least ten (10) working days written notice prior to
disconnection.
(6)
The franchisee shall notify the general public prior to commencing any proposed construction that will
significantly disturb or disrupt public property or public rights-of-way, or have the potential to present a danger
or affect the safety of the public generally. Where possible, the franchisee shall publicize proposed construction
work at least one week prior to commencement of that work by notifying those residents and others in the
immediate vicinity of where work is to be done and most likely to be affected by the work in at least one of the
following ways: by telephone, in person, by mail, by distribution of door hangers or flyers to residences, by
publication in local newspapers, or in any other manner reasonably calculated to provide adequate notice. Notice
to affected persons must include the name and local telephone number of a franchisee representative who is
qualified to answer questions concerning proposed construction. In addition, before entering any person's
property for proposed construction work in connection with the rebuild for the system upgrade of franchisee's
cable system, the franchisee must have permission of the property owner and shall contact the property owner or
(in the case of residential property) the resident at least two (2) days in advance, when possible.
(c)
(1)
Each franchisee shall maintain offices at convenient locations within County, as specified in its franchise
agreement, that shall be open during normal business hours to allow subscribers to request service, pay bills, and
conduct other business.
(2)
Each franchisee will maintain at least one local, toll-free, or collect call telephone access line which will be
available to subscribers twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week. Trained representatives of a
franchisee shall be available to respond to subscriber telephone inquiries during normal business hours.
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(3)
Each franchisee shall be subject to the following standards, except that such franchisee shall not be subject to
penalty as long as it meets such standards under normal operating conditions at least ninety percent (90%) of the
time, measured quarterly.
(A)
Telephone answering time shall not exceed thirty (30) seconds, and the time to transfer the call to a customer
service representative (including hold time) shall not exceed an additional thirty (30) seconds.
(B)
A customer will receive a busy signal less than three percent (3%) of the time.
(C)
When the business office is closed, an answering service where a person receives and records service complaints
and inquiries shall be employed. Inquiries received after hours must be responded to by a trained representative
of a franchisee on the next business day. To the extent possible, the after-hours answering service shall comply
with the same telephone answer time standard set forth in this Section.
(4)
In any case, at all times a franchisee shall provide an answering machine so that callers will have the option to
leave messages.
(5)
A franchisee must hire sufficient competent customer service representatives and repair technicians so that it can
adequately respond to customer inquiries, complaints, and requests for service in its office, over the phone, and
at a subscriber's residence; provide prompt and effective service to subscribers; and, as a rule, complete repairs
within a subscriber's home upon a single visit.
(d)
Under normal operating conditions, each of the following standards shall be met by all franchisees at least
ninety-five percent (95%) of the time, as measured on a quarterly basis:
(1)
Excluding conditions beyond the control of the franchisee, repairs and maintenance for service interruptions
must begin promptly and in no event later than twenty-four (24) hours after the subscriber reports the problem to
the franchisee or its representative or the interruption or need for repairs otherwise becomes known to the
franchisee. All such work must be completed within three (3) days from the date of the initial request, except
installation requests, provided that a franchisee shall complete the work in the shortest time possible where, for
reasons beyond the franchisee's control, the work could not be completed in those time periods even with the
exercise of all due diligence; the failure of a franchisee to hire sufficient staff or to properly train its staff shall
not justify a franchisee's failure to comply with this provision.
(2)
Each franchisee shall perform service calls, installations, and disconnects at least during normal business hours.
In addition, maintenance service capability enabling the prompt location and correction of major system
malfunctions shall be available Monday through Friday from the end of normal business hours until 12:30 A.M.,
and from 8:00 A.M. until 12:30 A.M. on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.
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(3)
The appointment window for installations, service calls, and other installation activities will be either a specific
time or, at a maximum, a two (2) hour time block during normal business hours, or such greater time as the
County may authorize. Where a subscriber cannot conveniently arrange for a service call or installation during
normal business hours, a franchisee shall also schedule service and installation calls outside normal business
hours for the express convenience of the subscriber.
(4)
A franchisee may not cancel an appointment with a subscriber after the close of business on the business day
preceding the appointment. If a franchisee's representative is running late for an appointment with a subscriber
and will not be able to keep the appointment as scheduled, the subscriber will be contacted, and the appointment
rescheduled, as necessary, at a time which is convenient for the subscriber.
(5)
A franchisee shall keep an emergency system maintenance and repair staff, capable of responding to and
repairing system malfunctions or interruptions, on a twenty-four (24) hour basis.
(6)
Under normal operating conditions, billing inquiries and requests for service, repair, and maintenance not
involving service interruptions must be acknowledged by a trained customer service representative within
twenty-four (24) hours, or prior to the end of the next business day, whichever is earlier. A franchisee shall
respond to all other inquiries within five (5) business days of the inquiry or complaint.
(7)
If a subscriber experiences a missed appointment due to the fault of a franchisee, the franchisee shall credit the
subscriber's account Twenty Dollars ($20.00) for each missed appointment, or grant the subscriber such other
equivalent remedy as the subscriber and franchisee may agree. This is in addition to any other penalties or
liquidated damages.
(8)
Upon subscriber request, each franchisee shall arrange for pickup and replacement of converters or other
franchisee equipment at the subscriber's address or by a satisfactory equivalent (such as the provision of a
postage-prepaid mailer). At a subscriber's request, a franchisee shall make such pickup or replacement at the
same time as any disconnection or other related service call, so as to avoid an additional visit. If a franchisee
charges a fee for such pickup or replacement, such fee shall be clearly disclosed at the time of the subscriber's
request.
(e)
(1)
A franchisee shall, when practicable, schedule and conduct maintenance on its cable system so that interruption
of service is minimized and occurs during periods of minimum subscriber use of the cable system. The
franchisee shall provide reasonable prior notice to subscribers and the County before interrupting service for
planned maintenance or construction, except where such interruption is expected to be one (1) hour or less in
duration. Such notice shall be provided by methods reasonably calculated to give subscribers actual notice of the
planned interruption.
(2)
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A franchisee may intentionally interrupt service on the cable system after 7:00 A.M. and before 1:00 A.M. only
with good cause and for the shortest time possible and, except in emergency situations, only after publishing
notice of service interruption at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the service interruption. Service may
be intentionally interrupted between 1:00 A.M. and 7:00 A.M. for routine testing, maintenance, and repair,
without notification, any night except Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, or the night preceding a holiday.
(f)
(1)
Unless otherwise provided for herein, a franchisee shall provide the following materials to each subscriber at the
time cable service is installed, at least annually thereafter, and at any time upon request. Copies of all such
materials provided to subscribers shall also be provided to the County.
(A)
A written description of products and services offered, including a schedule of rates and charges, a list of
channel positions, and a description of programming services, options, and conditions;
(B)
A written description of the franchisee's installation and service maintenance policies, delinquent subscriber
disconnect and reconnect procedures, and any other of its policies applicable to its subscribers;
(C)
Written instructions on how to use the cable service;
(D)
Written instructions for placing a service call;
(E)
A written description of the franchisee's billing and complaint procedures, including the address and telephone
number of the County office responsible for receiving subscriber complaints;
(F)
A copy of the service contract, if any (at installation or on request, but need not be provided annually);
(G)
Notice regarding subscribers' privacy rights pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 551;
(H)
Notice of the availability of universal remote controls and other compatible equipment (a list of which,
specifying brands and models, shall be provided to any subscriber upon request).
(2)
Subscribers will be notified of any changes in rates, programming services, or channel positions, and any
significant changes in any other information required to be provided by this Section as soon as possible, in
writing, unless such notice is waived by operation of applicable law. Notice must be given to subscribers a
minimum of thirty (30) days in advance of such changes if the change is within the control of the cable operator.
683/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Notwithstanding the above, a cable operator shall not be required to provide prior notice of any rate change that
is the result of a regulatory fee, franchise fee, or any other fee, tax, assessment, or charge of any kind imposed by
any Federal agency, State, or franchising authority on the transaction between the operator and the subscriber.
(3)
All franchisee promotional materials, announcements, and advertising of residential cable service to subscribers
and the general public, where price information is listed in any manner, shall clearly and accurately disclose
price terms. In the case of pay-per-view or pay-per-event programming, all promotional materials must clearly
and accurately disclose price terms; and, in the case of telephone orders, a franchisee shall take appropriate steps
to ensure that price terms are clearly and accurately disclosed to potential customers before the order is accepted.
(4)
Copies of all notices provided to subscribers under these customer service standards, as well as all promotional
or special offers made to subscribers, and of any agreements used with subscribers, shall be filed promptly with
the County.
(g)
(1)
Bills shall be clear, concise, and understandable. Bills must be fully itemized with itemizations including, but not
limited to, basic service, cable programming service, and premium service charges and all equipment charges.
Bills shall clearly delineate all activity during the billing period, including optional charges, rebates, and credits.
(2)
Refund checks to subscribers shall be issued promptly, but no later than the later of:
(A)
The subscriber's next billing cycle, or thirty (30) days, following resolution of the refund request, whichever is
earlier; or
(B)
The return of all equipment supplied by the franchisee, if service is terminated.
(3)
Credits for service shall be issued no later than the subscriber's next billing cycle following the determination
that a credit is warranted.
(4)
A franchisee's first billing statement after a new installation or service change shall be prorated as appropriate
and shall reflect any security deposit.
(5)
Late fees will not be assessed for payments after the due date until forty-five (45) days after the beginning of the
service period for which the payment is to be rendered.
(6)
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A franchisee must notify the subscriber that he or she can remit payment in person at the franchisee's business
office and inform the subscriber of the address of that office.
(7)
Subscribers shall not be charged a late fee or otherwise penalized for any failure by a franchisee, including
failure to timely or correctly bill the subscriber, or failure to properly credit the subscriber for a payment timely
made.
(8)
A subscriber who asks a franchisee for credit for an outage shall receive credit for the actual time period of the
outage as a pro rata fraction of the monthly charges for any outage lasting between two (2) and six (6) hours,
without reference to the time the subscriber contacts the franchisee. A subscriber shall receive credit for one full
day's monthly charges for any outage of between six (6) and twenty-four (24) hours, whether or not the
subscriber reports such an outage, if the franchisee becomes aware of such outages, either through reports by
subscribers or otherwise. Each franchisee shall place a message in subscribers' bills at least quarterly, explaining
how to report an outage, how to obtain a credit, and under what conditions credits are available. A franchisee
shall also establish a mechanism by which subscribers may reliably and immediately contact the franchisee by
telephone and report an outage for credit purposes, either by ensuring that they can reliably and immediately
reach a live person or by another method (for example, by leaving a voice message or entering the subscriber's
telephone number). Upon receiving such reports, the franchisee shall promptly contact the subscriber to confirm
that the report has been received, and apply the credit to the subscriber's bill unless the franchisee reasonably
concludes that the subscriber's report is false.
(9)
Franchisee shall respond to all written billing complaints from subscribers within thirty (30) days.
(h)
(1)
A subscriber may terminate service at any time.
(2)
A franchisee shall promptly disconnect or downgrade any subscriber. No period of notice prior to voluntary
termination or downgrade of service may be required of subscribers by any franchisee. So long as the subscriber
returns, or permits the franchisee to retrieve, any equipment necessary to receive a service within five (5)
business days of the disconnection, no charge may be imposed by any franchisee for any cable service delivered
after the date of the disconnect request.
(3)
A subscriber may be asked, but not required, to disconnect a franchisee's equipment and return it to the business
office.
(4)
Any funds due the subscriber shall be refunded on disconnected accounts after any customer premises
equipment provided by the franchisee has been recovered by the franchisee. The refund must be made within
thirty (30) days or by the end of the next billing cycle, whichever is earlier, from the date disconnection was
requested (or, if later, the date on which any customer premises equipment provided by the franchisee is
returned).
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(5)
If a subscriber fails to pay a monthly subscriber fee or other fee or charge, a franchisee may disconnect the
subscriber's service, however, such disconnection shall not be effected until at least forty-five (45) days after the
bill is due, plus at least ten (10) days advance written notice to the subscriber in question of intent to disconnect,
but in no event before the date when the franchisee would be entitled to charge a late fee. If the subscriber pays
all amounts due, including late charges, before the date scheduled for disconnection, the franchisee shall not
disconnect service. After disconnection, upon payment by the subscriber in full of all proper fees or charges,
including the payment of the reconnection charge, if any, the franchisee shall promptly reinstate service.
(6)
A franchisee may immediately disconnect a subscriber if the subscriber is damaging or destroying the
franchisee's cable system or equipment. After disconnection, the franchisee shall restore service after the
subscriber provides adequate assurance that it has ceased the practices that led to disconnection, and paid all
proper fees and charges, including any reconnect fees and amounts owed the franchisee for damage to its cable
system or equipment.
(7)
A franchisee may also disconnect a subscriber that causes signal leakage in excess of federal limits. A franchisee
may disconnect a subscriber without notice where signal leakage is detected originating from the subscriber's
premises in excess of federal limits, provided that the franchisee shall immediately notify the subscriber of the
problem and, once the problem is corrected, reconnect the subscriber.
(8)
The disposition of cable home wiring in residential single-family homes shall be governed by FCC rules
regarding cable home wiring as of December 1, 1998.
(9)
A franchisee shall reconnect service to customers wishing restoration of service, provided such a customer shall
first satisfy any previous obligations owed.
(i)
(1)
At the time a franchisee alters the service it provides to a class of subscribers, it must provide each subscriber
thirty (30) days notice, explain the substance and full effect of the alteration, and provide the subscriber the right
to opt to receive any combination of services thereafter offered by franchisee.
(2)
No charge may be made for any service or product that the subscriber has not affirmatively indicated it wishes to
receive.
(j)
A franchisee shall make available to any subscribers, upon request, the option of blocking the video or audio
portion of any channel or channels of programming entering the subscriber's home. The control option described
herein shall be made available to all subscribers requesting it when any cable service is provided, or reasonably
soon thereafter.
(k)
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(1)
A franchisee shall keep such records as are necessary to show compliance with these customer service standards
and FCC customer service standards.
(2)
The County shall have the right to observe and inspect a franchisee's customer service procedures.
(3)
Except as prohibited by federal law, a franchisee shall be subject to penalties, forfeitures, and any other remedies
or sanctions available under Federal, State, or local law, including, without limitation, this Subtitle and a
franchisee's franchise with the County if it fails to comply with the standards herein.
(4)
A franchisee shall not be subject to penalties or liquidated damages as a result of any violations of these
customer service standards that are due to force majeure as characterized in its franchise agreement.
(l)
(1)
No franchisee or OVS operator shall demand the exclusive right to provide cable service to a person or location
as a condition of extending cable service or a cable system. This provision is not intended and shall not be
interpreted:
(A)
To prohibit voluntary exclusive agreements to provide cable service;
(B)
To create any private cause of action for any person; or
(C)
To prohibit exclusive agreements permitted by Federal law.
(2)
No franchisee or OVS operator shall engage in unfair methods of competition or unfair or deceptive acts or
practices, the purpose or effect of which is to hinder significantly or to prevent any multichannel video
programming distributor, as defined in federal law, from providing cable service or services similar to cable
service in the County. This provision does not apply to methods, acts, or practices allowed by Federal or State
law. Any allegation that a franchisee has engaged in methods, acts, or practices that would be prohibited
hereunder will be considered by the County only after exhaustion of federal remedies. This provision is not
intended to create a private cause of action.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-110. - Rate regulation.
(a)
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The CATV Commission shall enforce the rate regulations promulgated by the FCC in 47 CFR 76.922, et seq.,
for the establishment of initial basic cable service and associated equipment rates and for basic cable service and
associated equipment rate increases. The franchisee shall submit all rate filings on the proper federal forms. All
CATV Commission rate proceedings shall be consistent with the rules and regulations promulgated by the FCC.
(b)
Following the receipt by the CATV Commission of the franchisee's request for review of its existing rates for the
basic service tier and associated equipment costs, or the franchisee's request for a proposed increase in these
rates, the CATV Commission shall hold a public hearing prior to making a final decision on the request for rate
review. The public hearing shall be held to provide the franchisee and all other interested persons an opportunity
to be heard concerning the request. The Commission shall have the public hearing notice setting forth the time
and place of said hearing published, at least once, in the County newspapers of record and on the government
access channel no less than ten (10) working days prior to the date of the hearing. The Commission shall mail a
copy of the public hearing notice to the franchisee at least ten (10) working days prior to the date of the hearing.
(c)
The existing rates will remain in effect or the proposed rates, as appropriate, will become effective after thirty
(30) days from the date of receipt of the request; provided, however, that, if the CATV Commission is unable to
reach a decision, based upon the material submitted by the franchisee, it may toll the thirty (30) day deadline by
issuing a brief written order within the thirty (30) day period explaining that it needs additional time to request
and/or consider additional information or to consider the comments from interested persons. The CATV
Commission may request an additional ninety (90) days in cases not involving cost-of-service showings, or an
additional one hundred fifty (150) days in cases involving cost-of-service showings. The proposed rates shall go
into effect or existing rates will remain in effect, as appropriate, at the end of the ninety (90) or one hundred fifty
(150) day period, subject to refunds, if the CATV Commission issues a subsequent written decision disapproving
any portion of such rates. In order to issue such refunds, the CATV Commission must issue a brief written order
to the franchisee by the end of the ninety (90) or one hundred fifty (150) day period, directing the franchisee to
keep an accurate account of all amounts received by reason of the rate in issue and on whose behalf such
amounts were paid. The maximum one hundred eighty (180) day period may be extended by mutual agreement
of the CATV Commission and the franchisee.
(d)
The franchisee, upon submitting information required to be produced in the course of a rate proceeding, may
request that such information not be made routinely available for public inspection. The franchisee must identify
information it claims is confidential and explain why it is confidential. If the request for confidentiality is
denied, the franchisee has five working days to seek a review of that decision from the FCC.
(e)
The franchisee shall publish and make available to each potential subscriber a schedule of all applicable fees and
charges for providing cable television service and must notify subscribers that basic cable service is available.
(f)
The franchisee may, at its own discretion, waive, reduce, or suspend connection fees for specific or
indeterminate periods and/or monthly service fees for periods not to exceed thirty (30) days for promotional
purposes where allowed by federal regulations. The franchisee shall not, with regard to fees, discriminate or
grant any preference or advantage to any person; provided, however, that the franchisee may establish a uniform
bulk discount rate structure for basic cable service and associated equipment provided to ten (10) or more
dwelling units within an apartment building, condominium, garden apartment, or townhouse complex under
common ownership, or to ten (10) or more room units within hotels and motels, or to commercial establishments
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engaged in the sale of television receivers. The franchisee may offer reasonable discounts to senior citizens or
other economically disadvantaged group discounts.
(g)
Upon completion of the rate proceedings, the CATV Commission shall prepare a written decision only if it
disapproves the franchisee's request. All changes in subscriber fees shall be determined by the CATV
Commission in accordance with the federal regulations.
(h)
In addition to any other penalties contained in this Subtitle, the CATV Commission may:
(1)
Order the franchisee to implement a reduction in basic service tier or associated equipment rates where
necessary to bring rates into compliance with the federal standards;
(2)
Prescribe a reasonable rate for the basic service tier or associated equipment after it determines that a proposed
rate is unreasonable;
(3)
Order the franchisee to refund to subscribers that portion of previously paid rates determined to be in excess of
the permitted tier charge or above the actual cost of equipment, unless the franchisee has submitted a cost-ofservice showing which justifies the rate charged as reasonable. The CATV Commission shall give the franchisee
notice and an opportunity to comment prior to ordering the franchisee to refund previously paid rates. The
franchisee's liability for refunds is limited to a one (1) year period, except that a franchisee that fails to comply
with a valid rate order shall be liable for refunds commencing from the effective date of such order until such
time as it complies with such order;
(4)
Impose fines or monetary forfeitures, in accordance with Section 5A-114, on a franchisee that does not comply
with a rate decision or refund order.
(i)
(1)
Subject to applicable law, a franchisee shall establish rates that are nondiscriminatory within the same general
class of subscribers and which must be applied fairly and uniformly to all subscribers in the franchise area for all
services. Nothing contained herein shall prohibit a franchisee from offering, by way of illustration and not
limitation:
(A)
Discounts to senior citizens or economically disadvantaged groups;
(B)
Discounts to commercial and multiple-family dwelling subscribers billed on a bulk basis;
(C)
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Promotional discounts; or
(D)
Reduced installation rates for subscribers who have multiple services.
(2)
The provisions of this Section shall apply to all rates, whether or not they are otherwise subject to rate
regulation, except to the extent specifically prohibited by law.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-111. - Franchise fee.
(a)
The County finds that public rights-of-way of the County to be used by a franchisee for the operation of a cable
system are valuable public property acquired and maintained by the County. The County further finds that the
grant of a franchise to use public rights-of-way is a valuable property right without which a franchisee would be
required to invest substantial capital.
(b)
Each franchisee shall pay a franchise fee of five percent (5%) of gross revenues.
(c)
The franchisee shall file with the County, within thirty (30) days after the expiration of each of the franchisee's
fiscal quarters, a financial statement clearly showing the gross revenues received by the franchisee during the
preceding quarter. The quarterly portion of the franchise fee shall be payable to the County at the time such
statement is filed.
(d)
(1)
Payment of the franchise fee shall not be considered in the nature of a tax or in lieu of other taxes or fees of
general applicability imposed by the County.
(2)
The franchise fee is in addition to all other taxes and payments that a franchisee may be required to pay under its
franchise agreement or any Federal, State, or local law, and to any other tax, fee, or assessment imposed by
utilities and cable operators for use of their services, facilities, or equipment, including any applicable
amusement taxes, except to the extent that such fees, taxes, or assessments must be treated as a franchise fee
under Section 642 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. Section 522.
(3)
No franchisee may designate the franchise fee as a tax in any communication to a subscriber.
(e)
In the event any franchise fee payment or recomputed amount is not made on or before the required date, the
franchisee shall pay additional compensation and interest charges computed from such due date, at an annual
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rate equal to the commercial prime interest rate of the County's primary depository bank during the period such
unpaid amount is owed, in addition to any applicable penalties or liquidated damages.
(f)
(1)
The County shall have the right to inspect records, to require a franchisee to provide copies of records at the
franchisee's expense, and to audit and to recompute any amounts determined to be payable, whether the records
are held by the franchisee, an affiliate, or any other entity that collects or receives funds related to the
franchisee's operation in the County, including, by way of illustration and not limitation, any entity that sells
advertising on the franchisee's behalf, for a period of five years from the date a payment was made or, if no
payment was made, from the date the County believes payment was owed, after which time all payments are
final.
(2)
A franchisee shall be responsible for providing to the County all records necessary to confirm the accurate
payment of franchise fees, without regard to by whom they are held. Such records shall be made available
pursuant to the requirements of this Subtitle. The franchisee shall maintain such records for the term of its
franchise agreement, and any renewals or extensions thereof.
(3)
The County's audit expenses shall be borne by the County unless the audit discloses an underpayment of five
percent (5%) or more of the amount due, in which case the costs of the audit shall be borne by the franchisee as
a cost incidental to the enforcement of the franchise. Any additional amounts due to the County as a result of the
audit shall be paid within thirty (30) days following written notice to the franchisee by the County of the
underpayment, which notice shall include a copy of the audit report. If recomputation results in additional
revenue to be paid to the County, such amount shall be subject to a ten percent (10%) interest charge.
(g)
No acceptance of any payment by the County shall be construed as a release or an accord and satisfaction of any
claim the County may have for further or additional sums due or for the performance of any other obligation of a
franchisee, or as an acknowledgment that the amount paid is the correct amount due.
(h)
This Subtitle shall not be applicable to municipally-controlled public ways. However, any municipality may be
included in the County's cable system. Upon application of the franchisee accompanied by a resolution from the
municipality authorizing the extension pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle, the Commission may extend a
service area to include the area of the municipality delineated in the aforementioned application. When so
approved by the Commission, all the terms and provisions of this Subtitle shall apply to the area of the
municipality so designated. The County shall pay each municipality participating in the County system a share
of the franchise fee revenues which the County receives from the franchisee. Said share shall be an amount
equivalent to two-and-a-half percent (2.5%) of the gross revenues attributable to outlets within the municipality.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-112. - Reports and records.
(a)
(1)
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The County shall have the right to inspect records and to require a franchisee to provide copies of records at the
franchisee's expense at any time during normal business hours at the County cable system office for all books,
receipts, maps, plans, contracts, service complaint logs, performance test results, records of requests for service,
computer records, disks, or other storage media and other like material which the County deems appropriate in
order to monitor compliance with the terms of this Subtitle, its franchise agreement, or applicable law. This
includes not only the books and records of a franchisee, but any books and records the County reasonably deems
relevant held by an affiliate, a cable operator of the cable system, or any contractor, subcontractor, or any person
holding any form of management contract for the cable system. A franchisee is responsible for collecting the
information and producing it at the location specified above, and, by accepting its franchise, it affirms that it can
and will do so. A franchisee will be given reasonable advance written notice of any inspection request, which
shall serve as notice that any or all of the above materials may be inspected.
(2)
A franchisee shall maintain financial records that allow analysis and review of its operations in each individual
franchise area.
(3)
Access to a franchisee's records shall not be denied by such franchisee on the basis that said records contain
"proprietary" information. Refusal to provide information required herein to the County shall be grounds for
revocation. All confidential information received by the County shall remain confidential insofar as permitted by
law.
(4)
A franchisee shall maintain a file of records open to public inspection in accordance with applicable FCC rules
and regulations.
(5)
Each report filed by a franchisee pursuant to this Subtitle shall be certified by a corporate officer as accurate and
complete.
(b)
Communication with Regulatory Agencies.
(1)
If and to the extent requested by the County, a franchisee shall file with the County, in a form acceptable to the
County, all reports and materials submitted to the FCC, the Security and Exchange Commission, or any other
Federal or State regulatory commission or agency, including, but not limited to, any proof of performance tests
and results, Equal Employment Opportunity reports, and all petitions, applications, and communications of all
types regarding the cable system, or a group of cable systems of which the franchisee's cable system is a part,
submitted by the franchisee, an affiliate, or any other person on the behalf of the franchisee.
(2)
Materials filed with the County pursuant to Section 5A-112(b)(1) shall be filed as follows:
(A)
Materials submitted by the franchisee, an affiliate, or any other person on the behalf of a franchisee shall be filed
with the County at the time they are submitted to the receiving agency.
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(c)
Upon accepting the franchise, the franchisee shall, within sixty (60) days, file the documents required to obtain
all necessary Federal, State, and local licenses, permits, and authorizations required for the conduct of its
business, and shall submit monthly reports to the Director on progress in this respect until all such documents
are in hand. Within three (3) months after receipt of a Certificate of Compliance from the FCC, the franchisee
shall furnish the Director a construction schedule and map setting forth target dates by areas for commencement
of service to subscribers. The schedule and map shall be updated whenever substantial changes become
necessary. The franchisee shall complete construction of the system in the franchise territory and offer and
deliver cable television service in full accordance with this Subtitle and the franchise granted hereunder to
subscribers in not less than twenty percent (20%) of the occupied dwelling units within the franchise territory
within one (1) year after receiving all necessary permits, authorizations, and licenses and to one hundred percent
(100%), if economically feasible, within five (5) years.
(d)
Unless this requirement is waived in whole or in part by the County, by April 1 of each year for the previous
calendar year, a franchisee shall submit a written report to the County, in a form directed by the County, which
shall include:
(1)
A summary of the previous year's activities in development of the cable system, including, but not limited to,
descriptions of services begun or dropped, the number of subscribers gained or lost for each category of service,
the number of pay units sold, the amount collected annually from users of the system, and the character and
extent of the services rendered to such users, including leased access channel users;
(2)
A summary of complaints, identifying both the number and nature of the complaints received and an explanation
of their dispositions, to the extent such records are kept by the franchisee. Where complaints involve recurrent
system problems, the nature of each problem and the corrective measures taken shall be identified;
(3)
A report showing the number of service calls received by type during the prior quarter, and the percentage of
service calls compared to the subscriber base by type of complaint;
(4)
A certification of compliance with applicable customer service standards. If a franchisee is in noncompliance
with any standard during any calendar quarter, it shall include in its annual filing a statement specifying areas of
noncompliance, the reason for the noncompliance, and a remedial plan;
(5)
A copy of the franchisee's rules and regulations applicable to subscribers of the cable system;
(6)
An annual statement showing the yearly gross revenues, prepared and audited by a Certified Public Accountant
acceptable to the County;
(7)
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An annual financial report for the previous calendar year, audited and certified by an independent certified
public accountant, including year-end balance sheet, income statement showing subscriber revenue from each
category of service, and every source of nonsubscriber revenue, line item operating expenses, depreciation
expense, interest expense, and taxes paid, statement of sources and applications of funds, capital expenditures,
and depreciation schedule;
(8)
An annual list of officers and members of the Board of Directors or similar controlling body of the franchisee
and any affiliates;
(9)
An organizational chart showing all corporations or partnerships with more than a five percent (5%) ownership
interest in the franchisee, and the nature of that ownership interest (limited partner, general partner, preferred
shareholder, etc.), and showing the same information for each corporation or partnership that holds such an
interest in the corporations or partnerships so identified, and so on until the ultimate corporate and partnership
interests are identified;
(10)
An annual report and SEC 10(k) filing for each entity identified in Subsection 5A-112(c)(8), above, that
generates such documents;
(11)
A summary of the results of, and, at the franchisee's option, copies of the system's technical tests and
measurements performed during the past year;
(12)
A detailed copy of updated maps depicting the location of all cable plant, showing areas served and locations of
all trunk lines and feeder lines in the County, and including changes in all such items for the period covered by
the report;
(13)
A full schedule of all subscriber and other user rates, fees, and charges;
(14)
Such other information as the County may direct.
(e)
Unless this requirement is waived in whole or in part by the County, twice each year (by January 31 for the
previous six months ending December 31, and by July 31 for the previous six months ending June 30) a
franchisee shall submit written reports to the County, in a form acceptable to the County, which shall include a
summary of the franchisee's Minority Business Plan and activities thereunder, pursuant to Section 5A-117.
(f)
Unless this requirement is waived in whole or in part by the County, no later than ten (10) days after the end of
each month, a franchisee shall submit a written report to the County regarding the preceding month, in a form
acceptable to the County, which shall include:
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(1)
The active system plant in miles, specifying aerial and underground mileage;
(2)
The new system segments built, in miles, if any, specifying aerial and underground mileage;
(3)
The number of subscribers and the penetration rate for each type of service and equipment offered;
(4)
The number of disconnects;
(5)
The number of outages, identifying separately:
(A)
Each outage, whether planned or unplanned, the time it occurred, its duration, when the franchisee responded
and when the outage was corrected, the estimated area, and a description of the subscribers affected;
(B)
In addition, for each unplanned outage, its cause, the number of subscribers affected; and
(C)
The total hours of outages as a percentage of total hours of cable system operation;
(6)
The number of cases in which installation was not provided within the time established in this Subtitle;
(7)
The average telephone answering and hold times, and the number of instances in which those telephone
answering and hold times exceeded the time limits established in this Subtitle;
(8)
The percentage of customer calls that received a busy signal;
(9)
The average and minimum number of customer service representatives on the franchisee's staff for telephone
answering purposes;
(10)
The number of times in which interruptions of service under Section 5A-109(e) was not in compliance with the
times established in this Subtitle;
(11)
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The number of times scheduling and completing customer service did not occur in accordance with Section 5A109(d)(3).
(g)
Unless this requirement is waived in whole or in part by the County, the franchisee shall deliver the following
special reports to the County:
(1)
A franchisee shall submit quarterly construction reports to the County after the franchise is awarded for any
construction undertaken during the term of the franchise until such construction is complete, including any
rebuild that may be specified in the franchise. The franchisee must submit to the County as part of the quarterly
construction report, or make available for inspection with notice of their availability as part of the quarterly
construction report, updated as-built system design maps depicting construction completed in the previous
quarter. The maps shall be developed on the basis of postconstruction inspection by the franchisee and
construction personnel to assess compliance with system design. Any departures from design must be indicated
on the as-built maps, to assist the County in assessing operator compliance with its obligations.
(2)
A franchisee must submit a copy of any notice of deficiency, forfeiture, or other document issued by any State or
Federal agency instituting any investigation or civil or criminal proceeding regarding the cable system, the
franchisee, or any affiliate of the franchisee, to the extent the same may affect or bear on operations in the
County. This material shall be submitted in accordance with the deadlines specified in Section 5A-112.
(3)
The franchisee must submit a copy of any request for protection under bankruptcy laws, or any judgment related
to a declaration of bankruptcy by the franchisee or by any partnership or corporation that owns or controls the
franchisee directly or indirectly. This material shall be submitted in accordance with the deadlines specified in
Section 5A-112.
(h)
A franchisee shall provide such other information or reports as the County may request for the purpose of
enforcing any provision of the franchise agreement or this Subtitle.
(i)
The franchisee shall at all times maintain:
(1)
Records of all complaints received. The term "complaints" as used herein and throughout an agreement refers to
complaints about any aspect of the cable system or the franchisee's operations, including, without limitation,
complaints about employee courtesy. Complaints recorded may not be limited to complaints requiring an
employee service call;
(2)
A full and complete set of plans, records, and "as built" maps showing the exact location of all system
equipment installed or in use in the County, exclusive of subscriber service drops;
(3)
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A comprehensive record of all personnel transactions and utilization of contractors, subcontractors, vendors, and
suppliers by race and sex;
(4)
Records of outages, indicating date, duration, area, and the subscribers affected, type of outage, and cause;
(5)
Records of service calls for repair and maintenance indicating the date and time service was required, the date of
acknowledgment and date and time service was scheduled (if it was scheduled), and the date and time service
was provided, and (if different) the date and time the problem was solved;
(6)
Records of installation/reconnection and requests for service extension, indicating date of request, date of
acknowledgment, and the date and time service was extended;
(7)
A public file showing its plan and timetable for construction of the cable system.
(j)
(1)
The County may, at its discretion, hold performance evaluation sessions. All such evaluation sessions shall be
open to the public. The franchisee may be required by the County to notify subscribers of all such evaluation
sessions by announcement on a designated local access channel on the system between the hours of 9:00 A.M.
and 9:00 P.M. for five (5) consecutive days preceding each session.
(2)
Topics that may be discussed at any evaluation session may include, but are not limited to, system performance
and construction, franchisee compliance with this Subtitle and its franchise agreement, customer service and
complaint response, subscriber privacy, services provided, programming offered, service rate structures,
franchise fees, penalties, free or discounted services, applications of new technologies, judicial and FCC filings,
and line extensions.
(3)
During the evaluation process, the franchisee shall fully cooperate with the County and shall provide such
information and documents as the County may need to reasonably perform its review, including information and
documents that may be considered proprietary or confidential.
(k)
If any books, records, maps or plans, or other requested documents are too voluminous, or for security reasons
cannot be copied and moved, then the franchisee may request that the inspection take place at some other
location, provided that:
(1)
The franchisee must make necessary arrangements for copying documents selected by the County after review;
and
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(2)
The franchisee must pay all travel and additional copying expenses incurred by the County in inspecting those
documents or having those documents inspected by its designee.
(l)
The franchisee shall take all steps that may be required to ensure that it is able to provide the County all
information which must be provided or may be requested under this Subtitle or its franchise agreement,
including by providing appropriate subscriber privacy notices. Nothing in this Section shall be read to require
the franchisee to violate 47 U.S.C. Section 551. Each franchisee shall be responsible for redacting any data that
federal law prevents it from providing to the County. The County retains the right to question any such redaction
and to challenge it in any forum having jurisdiction over such a challenge. Records shall be kept for at least five
(5) years.
(m)
The County may, at its discretion, waive in writing the requirement of any particular report specified in this
Section.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-113. - Insurance, surety, and indemnification.
(a)
(1)
The franchisee shall maintain, and by its acceptance of the franchise specifically agrees that it will maintain,
throughout the entire length of the franchise period, at least the following liability insurance coverage insuring
the County and the franchisee: worker's compensation and employer liability insurance to meet all requirements
of Maryland law and comprehensive general liability insurance with respect to the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the cable system, and the conduct of the franchisee's business in the County, in the following
minimum amounts, but in any event no less than the liability limits specified by the Local Government Tort
Claims Act:
(A)
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for property damage resulting from any one accident, One Million
Dollars ($1,000,000) for property damage aggregate;
(B)
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for personal bodily injury or death for one person, Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000) for bodily aggregate per single accident and occurrence;
(C)
A general comprehensive public liability policy indemnifying, defending, and saving harmless the County, its
officers, boards, commissions, agents, or employees from any and all claims by any person whatsoever on
account of injury to, or death of, a person or persons occasioned by the operations of the franchisee under the
franchise, herein granted, or alleged to have been so caused or occurred, with a minimum liability of One
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per personal injury or death of any one person and Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000) for personal injury or death of two or more persons in any one occurrence;
(D)
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Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) for all other types of liability; and
(E)
Automobile liability insurance for owned or leased vehicles in the minimum amount of Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000) for bodily injury and consequent death per occurrence, One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for
bodily injury and consequent death to any one person, and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for
property damage per occurrence.
(2)
Such general liability insurance must include coverage for all of the following: all risks form, premisesoperations, explosion and collapse hazard, underground hazard, products/completed operations hazard,
contractual insurance, broad form property damage, and personal injury.
(3)
The County may review these amounts and may require reasonable adjustments to them consistent with the
public interest.
(b)
(1)
All insurance policies and certificates maintained pursuant to a franchise agreement shall contain the following
endorsement:
It is hereby understood and agreed that this insurance coverage may not be canceled by the insurance company
nor the intention not to renew be stated by the insurance company until thirty (30) days after receipt by the
County, by registered mail, of a written notice of such intention to cancel or not to renew.
(2)
All contractual liability insurance policies and certificates maintained pursuant to a franchise agreement shall
include the provision of the following Hold Harmless clause:
The Company agrees to indemnify, save harmless and defend the County, its agents, servants, and employees,
and each of them against and hold it and them harmless from any or all lawsuits, claims, demands, liabilities,
losses and expenses, including court costs and reasonable attorney's fees for or on account of any injury to any
person, or any death at any time resulting from such injury, or any damage to any property, which may arise or
which may be alleged to have arisen out of or in connection with the work covered by this agreement. The
foregoing indemnity shall apply except if such injury, death or damage is caused directly by the negligence or
other fault of the County, its agents, servants, or employees or any other person indemnified hereunder.
(c)
All insurance policies shall be with sureties qualified to do business in the State of Maryland, with an A-1 or
better rating of insurance by Best's Key Rating Guide, Property/Casualty Edition, and in a form acceptable to
Prince George's County.
(d)
All insurance policies shall be available for review by the County, and the franchisee shall keep on file with the
County certificates of insurance.
(e)
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All general liability insurance policies shall name the County, its officers, boards, commissions, commissioners,
agents, and employees as additional insureds and shall further provide that any cancellation or reduction in
coverage shall not be effective unless thirty (30) days prior written notice thereof has been given to the County.
A franchisee shall not cancel any required insurance policy without submission of proof that it has obtained
alternative insurance satisfactory to the County which complies with its franchise agreement.
(f)
Failure to comply with the insurance requirements set forth in this Section shall constitute a material violation of
a franchise.
(g)
(1)
A franchisee shall, at its sole cost and expense, indemnify, hold harmless, and defend the County, its officials,
boards, commissions, commissioners, agents, and employees against any and all claims, suits, causes of action,
proceedings, and judgments for damages arising out of the construction, maintenance, or operation of its cable
system; copyright infringements or a failure by the franchisee to secure consents from the owners, authorized
distributors, or franchisees of programs to be delivered by the cable system; the conduct of the franchisee's
business in the County; or in any way arising out of the franchisee's enjoyment or exercise of the franchise,
regardless of whether the act or omission complained of is authorized, allowed, or prohibited by this Subtitle or
its franchise agreement.
(2)
Specifically, a franchisee shall fully indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the County, and in its capacity as
such, the officers, agents, and employees thereof from and against any and all claims, suits, actions, liability, and
judgments for damages or otherwise subject to 47 U.S.C. Section 558, arising out of or alleged to arise out of the
installation, construction, operation, or maintenance of the system, including, but not limited to, any claim
against the franchisee for invasion of the right of privacy, defamation of any person, firm, or corporation, or the
violation or infringement of any copyright, trademark, trade name, service mark, or patent, or of any other right
of any person, firm, or corporation. This indemnity does not apply to programming carried on any channel set
aside for PEG use, or channels leased pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 532, except that this indemnity shall apply
to any actions taken by a franchisee pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 531(e) or 47 U.S.C. Section 532(c)(2)
concerning the programming carried on PEG or leased access channels or an institutional network.
(3)
The indemnity provision includes, but is not limited to, the County's reasonable attorneys' fees incurred in
defending against any such claim, suit, or proceeding, in addition to the reasonable value of any services
rendered by the County Attorney or County staff or employees.
(h)
Neither the provisions of this Section nor any damages recovered by the County shall be construed to limit the
liability of the franchisee for damages under the franchise.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-114. - Performance guarantees, penalties, and revocation.
(a)
Unless otherwise provided in a cable operator's franchise agreement, the following provisions (1) through (6)
shall apply:
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(1)
If, as a result of a dispute between the franchisee and the County and prior to a settlement of that dispute as
provided for herein, the franchisee arbitrarily or capriciously discontinues service to its subscribers, the
franchisee shall forfeit its rights of notice and a hearing as provided for herein, and the Commission, with the
approval of the County Executive, shall recommend that the Council, by resolution, declare the franchise
immediately terminated and the County shall forthwith seek appropriate judicial relief and shall proceed to
exercise its rights and powers as provided for herein.
(2)
If a renewal of a franchise held by a cable operator is denied and the County acquires ownership of the cable
system or effects a transfer of ownership of the system to another person, any such acquisition or transfer shall
be at fair market value, determined on the basis of the cable system valued as a going concern but with no value
allocated to the franchise itself.
(3)
If a franchise held by a cable operator is revoked for cause and the County acquires ownership of the cable
system or effects a transfer of ownership of the system to another person, any such acquisition or transfer shall
be at an equitable price.
(4)
Upon payment of the purchase price, the franchisee shall immediately transfer to the County possession and title
to all facilities and property, real and personal, related to its cable television system free from any and all liens
and encumbrances not agreed to be assumed by the County in lieu of some portion of the purchase price.
(5)
Until such time as the franchisee transfers to the County or to a new franchisee possession and title to all assets,
real and personal, related to its cable television system, the franchisee shall, as trustee for its successor in
interest, continue to operate the cable television system under the terms and conditions of this Subtitle and the
franchise and to provide the basic service and any and all of the services that may be provided at that time.
During such interim period, the franchisee shall not sell any of the system assets nor shall the franchisee make
any physical, material, administrative, or operational change that would tend to degrade the quality of service to
the subscribers, decrease income, or materially increase expenses without the express permission, in writing, of
the County or its assignee. The County shall be permitted to seek legal and equitable relief to enforce the
provisions of this Section.
(6)
For its management services during this interim period, the franchisee shall be entitled to receive as
compensation the net profit, as defined herein, generated during the period between the date the franchisee
received written notice from the County of its intent to purchase the franchisee's cable television system or the
expiration date of the franchise, whichever is earlier, and the payment of the purchase price. Such management
services shall not be continued for more than twelve (12) months without the franchisee's consent. However, if
the Commission determines that the franchisee is responsible for any delay in transfer of ownership and control,
the franchisee shall continue to operate the cable television system, as provided for in this Subtitle, without
compensation for its services until the sales agreement is executed and ownership and control passes to the
County or its assignee. In addition, the County shall also have the further right to forthwith terminate the
franchise or to purchase the assets of the franchisee's cable system at fair market value.
(b)
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For violation of provisions of this Subtitle or a franchise agreement entered into pursuant to this Subtitle,
penalties shall be assessable against a franchisee and shall be chargeable to the franchisee's security fund in any
amount up to the limits specified below, at the County's discretion:
(1)
For failure to submit any required plans indicating expected dates of installation of various parts of the system:
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000)/day for each violation for each day the violation continues;
(2)
For failure to commence operations in accordance with the requirements of the franchise agreement: Two
Thousand Dollars ($2,000)/day for each violation for each day the violation continues after a thirty (30) day cure
period, if the franchisee has not undertaken substantial corrective action to cure the violation within that thirty
(30) day period;
(3)
For failure to substantially complete construction in accordance with a franchisee's franchise agreement: Three
Thousand Dollars ($3,000)/day for each violation for each day the violation continues after a thirty (30) day cure
period, if the franchisee has not undertaken substantial corrective action to cure the violation within that thirty
(30) day period;
(4)
For transferring the franchise without approval: Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000)/day for each violation for each
day the violation continues;
(5)
For failure to comply with requirements for PEG use of the system: One Thousand Dollars ($1,000)/day for each
violation for each day the violation continues after a fourteen (14) day cure period, if the franchisee has not
undertaken substantial corrective action to cure the violation within that fourteen (14) day period;
(6)
For failure to supply information, reports, or filings lawfully required under the franchise agreement or
applicable law or by the County: Five Hundred Dollars ($500)/day for each violation for each day the violation
continues after a thirty (30) day cure period, which shall begin to run on the due date of any regularly scheduled
report and on the date of a deadline reasonably set by the County for any report or information request not
regularly scheduled, unless the franchisee shows that it was not in fact aware of the requirement in question, in
which case the thirty (30) day cure period shall begin to run upon written notice of such requirement by the
County to the franchisee;
(7)
For violation of customer service standards, or failure to file a compliance certification or noncompliance
statement as required herein: Five Hundred Dollars ($500)/day or per event, if the violation continues after the
franchisee is in receipt of a written notice from the County outlining the violation and is given a seven (7) day
period to cure the violation;
(8)
For failure to pay franchise fees or liquidated damages: One Hundred Dollars ($100)/day, in addition to any
monetary payment due under a franchise agreement or this Subtitle, for each violation for each day the violation
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continues after a seven (7) day cure period, if the franchisee has failed to make payment within that seven (7)
day period, provided that these penalties shall be in addition to any late fees that may apply;
(9)
For failure to file, obtain, or maintain any required security fund in a timely fashion: Two Hundred Dollars
($200)/day;
(10)
For failure to restore damaged property: Two Hundred Dollars ($200)/day, in addition to the cost of the
restoration and any other penalties or fees as required elsewhere herein or in a franchise agreement, for each day
the violation continues after a thirty (30) day cure period, if the franchisee has not undertaken substantial
corrective action to cure the violation within that thirty (30) day period;
(11)
For violation of technical standards established by the FCC: One Hundred Dollars ($100)/day for each day the
violation continues after a thirty (30) day cure period after the County gives the franchisee notice of such
violation;
(12)
For knowingly and intentionally signing a false report or statement: One Thousand Dollars ($1,000)/report or
document;
(13)
For any other violation of this Subtitle, a franchise agreement, or other applicable law: Five Hundred Dollars
($500)/day for each violation for each day the violation continues.
(c)
The franchisee shall pay any penalty assessed in accordance with this Subtitle within fourteen (14) days after
receipt of notice from the County of such penalty.
(d)
To the extent that penalties are applied to a franchisee under this Section, a franchisee shall not be subject to
liquidated damages payable to the County for the same violation.
(e)
The County may reduce or waive any of the above-listed penalties for good cause shown.
(f)
Pending litigation or any appeal to any regulatory body or court having jurisdiction over a franchisee shall not
excuse the franchisee from the performance of its obligations under this Subtitle or its franchise agreement
unless a stay is obtained or the franchisee is otherwise excused from performance by operation of law. Failure of
the franchisee to perform such obligations because of pending litigation or petition, in the absence of a stay
issued by a forum of competent jurisdiction, may result in forfeiture or revocation pursuant to the provisions of
this Subtitle and/or its franchise agreement.
(g)
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(1)
Any franchise shall be deemed revoked one hundred twenty (120) calendar days after an assignment for the
benefit of creditors or the appointment of a receiver or trustee to take over the business of a franchisee, whether
in a receivership, reorganization, bankruptcy assignment for the benefit of creditors, or other action or
proceeding. Provided, however, that a franchise may be reinstated at the County's sole discretion if, within that
one hundred twenty (120) day period:
(A)
Such assignment, receivership, or trusteeship has been vacated; or
(B)
Such assignee, receiver, or trustee has fully complied with the terms and conditions of this Subtitle and the
applicable franchise agreement and has executed an agreement, approved by a court of competent jurisdiction,
under which it assumes and agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions of this Subtitle and the applicable
franchise agreement, and such other conditions as may be established or as are required by applicable law.
(2)
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event of foreclosure or other judicial sale of any of the facilities,
equipment, or property of a franchisee, the County may revoke the franchise, following a public hearing, by
serving notice on the franchisee and the successful bidder, in which event the franchise and all rights and
privileges of the franchise will be revoked and will terminate thirty (30) calendar days after serving such notice,
unless:
(A)
The County has approved the transfer of the franchise to the successful bidder; and
(B)
The successful bidder has covenanted and agreed with the County to assume and be bound by the terms and
conditions of the franchise agreement and this Subtitle, and such other conditions as may be established or as are
required pursuant to this Subtitle or a franchise agreement.
(C)
All remedies under this Subtitle and the franchise agreement are cumulative unless otherwise expressly stated.
The exercise of a remedy or the payment of liquidated damages or penalties shall not relieve a franchisee of its
obligations to comply with its franchise or applicable law.
(D)
Recovery by the County of any amounts under insurance, the security fund, the performance bond, or letter of
credit, or otherwise does not limit a franchisee's duty to indemnify the County in any way; nor shall such
recovery relieve a franchisee of its obligations under a franchise, limit the amounts owed to the County, or in any
respect prevent the County from exercising any other right or remedy it may have.
(3)
Unless otherwise provided for in the franchise agreement, the following provisions shall apply to all:
(A)
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Whenever the franchisee shall willfully and/or repeatedly fail, refuse, or neglect to conduct, operate, or maintain
its CATV system in accordance with the terms of this Subtitle and the franchise, or to comply with the
conditions of street occupancy, or to make required extensions, or in other ways violate the terms and conditions
of this Subtitle, the Director may notify the franchisee, in writing, setting forth the nature and facts of such
noncompliance. If within thirty (30) calendar days following such written notification the franchisee has not
furnished proof that corrective action has been taken or is being actively and expeditiously pursued, or evidence
that the alleged violations did not occur, the Director shall place request for termination of the franchise on the
agenda of the next CATV Commission meeting.
(B)
If, after considering the Director's request for termination of the franchise and hearing all interested parties, the
CATV Commission determines that the noncompliance of the franchisee was with just cause, it shall direct the
franchisee to comply within such time and manner and on such terms and conditions as are reasonable.
(C)
If the CATV Commission determines that such noncompliance was without just cause, then the CATV
Commission , with the approval of the County Executive, may recommend to the Council that it adopt a bill
which terminates the franchise.
(D)
No revocation or termination shall be effected unless the CATV Commission, at any regular or special public
meeting at which all interested parties have been heard, shall set further the reasons for the termination, and in
the event the termination of said franchise depends upon a finding of fact, such finding of fact as made by the
CATV Commission after said hearing shall be deemed to be conclusive unless modified by a court of law of
appropriate jurisdiction.
(E)
The franchisee shall not be declared in violation of or be subject to any sanction under provisions of this Subtitle
in any case where the performance of the cable service is prevented for reasons beyond the franchisee's control.
A violation shall not be deemed to be beyond the franchisee's control if committed by a corporation or other
business entity in which the franchisee holds a controlling interest, whether held directly or indirectly.
(F)
The termination of the franchisee shall in no way affect any of the rights of the County under the franchise or
any provision of law.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-114.01. - Performance bond and Letter of Credit.
Unless otherwise provided for in the franchise agreement, the franchisee shall maintain a performance bond at
one hundred percent (100%) of the cost of construction. In addition, the franchisee shall maintain a letter of
credit in a sum not less then Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000). The letter of credit may be reduced in
an amount up to Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) upon the completion of fifty percent (50%) of
the construction. The franchisee shall file with the Director a duplicate copy of the performance bond and/or
letter or credit which must be approved by the County's Office of Law.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-115. - Transfers.
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(a)
(1)
A franchise granted under this Subtitle shall be a privilege to be held in personal trust by the franchisee.
(2)
No transfer of a franchise, franchisee, or cable system, or of control over the same (including, but not limited to,
transfer by forced or voluntary sale, merger, consolidation, receivership, or any other means) shall occur unless
prior application is made by the franchisee to the County and the County's prior written consent is obtained,
pursuant to this Subtitle and the franchise agreement, and only then upon such terms and conditions as the
County deems necessary and proper. Any such transfer without the prior written consent of the County shall be
considered to impair the County's assurance of due performance. The granting of approval for a transfer in one
instance shall not render unnecessary approval of any subsequent transfer.
(3)
Any sale, transfer, or assignment of a franchise, franchisee, or cable system or of control over the same
(including, but not limited to, transfer by forced or voluntary sale, merger, consolidation, receivership, or any
other means) shall be made by a bill of sale or similar document, an executed copy of which shall be filed with
the Director within thirty (30) days after any such sale, transfer, or assignment. The Commission shall not
withhold its consent unreasonably; provided, however, the proposed assignee agrees to comply with all the
provisions of this Subtitle and the franchise agreement, and must be able to provide proof of financial
responsibility and the technical expertise to operate the system. The Commission will make a final decision on
the transfer request within one hundred twenty (120) days of the request, unless the parties agree to an extension
of time. If the Commission fails to act within the one hundred twenty (120) days, the request will be deemed
granted.
(4)
Unless otherwise provided in a franchise agreement, no such consent shall be required for a transfer in trust,
mortgage, or other instrument of hypothecation, in whole or in part, to secure an indebtedness except when such
hypothecation shall exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the fair market value of the property used by the
franchisee in the operation of its cable system. Prior consent of the Commission shall be required for such
transfer and said consent shall not be withheld unreasonably.
(5)
Notwithstanding any other provision in this Section to the contrary, in no event may the franchisee sell, lease,
transfer, or otherwise assign its franchise rights and obligations to another person or business entity prior to the
end of the third year after initial franchise award except upon the express authorization, by resolution, of the
Council upon recommendation of the Commission and as permitted by the FCC regulations.
(b)
Approval by the County of a transfer does not constitute a waiver or release of any of the rights of the County
under this Subtitle or a franchise agreement, whether arising before or after the date of the transfer.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-116. - Open video systems.
(a)
(1)
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This Subtitle shall apply to open video systems that comply with 47 U.S.C. Section 573, to the extent permitted
by applicable law, except that the following sections shall not apply: Section 5A-103(a)-(c) (regarding grant of
franchise), Section 5A-104 (franchise applications), Section 5A-105 (filing fees), Section 5A-106 (provision of
service), Section 5A-107(a) (construction schedule), Section 5A-110 (rate regulation), Section 5A-111(b)-(c)
(regarding franchise fees), Section 5A-113(f) (failure to comply with insurance requirements shall constitute a
material violation of franchise), Section 5A-114(a)(1)(B)-(a)(1)(C) and 5A-114(a)(1)(H) (certain penalties),
Section 5A-114(b) (franchise termination due to bankruptcy).
(2)
In applying this Subtitle to an open video system, "franchisee" shall be taken to refer to the open video system
operator, "cable system" to the open video system, and similar terms shall apply similarly.
(b)
An open video system operator shall pay to the County a fee in lieu of the franchise fee required in Section 5A111(b) of this Subtitle, pursuant to the procedures and conditions specified in Section 5A-111 and generally
herein.
(c)
An open video system operator shall be subject to obligations pertaining to PEG access pursuant to applicable
law and to the requirements herein.
(d)
An open video system operator shall be subject to all requirements of State and local law regarding authorization
to use or occupy the public rights-of-way, except to the extent specifically prohibited by federal law. FCC
approval of an open video system operator's certification pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 573 shall not be taken to
confer upon such operator any authority to use or occupy the public rights-of-way that such operator would not
otherwise possess.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-117. - Rights of individuals protected.
(a)
(1)
A franchisee shall not deny service, deny access, or otherwise discriminate against subscribers, programmers, or
residents of the County on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender, or age.
(2)
A franchisee shall not discriminate among persons or take any retaliatory action against a person because of that
person's exercise of any right it may have under Federal, State, or local law, nor may the franchisee require a
person to waive such rights as a condition of taking service.
(3)
A franchisee shall not deny access or levy different rates and charges on any group of potential residential cable
subscribers because of the income of the residents of the local area in which such group resides.
(4)
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Subject to applicable law and except to the extent the County may waive such a requirement, a franchisee is
prohibited from discriminating in its rates or charges or from granting undue preferences to any subscriber,
potential subscriber, or group of subscribers or potential subscribers; provided, however, that a franchisee may
offer temporary, bona fide promotional discounts in order to attract or maintain subscribers, so long as such
discounts are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis to similar classes of subscribers throughout the County, and a
franchisee may offer discounts for the elderly, the handicapped, non-for-profit persons or organizations, or the
economically disadvantaged, and other discounts in conformance with federal law, if such discounts are applied
in a consistent and nondiscriminatory manner, and provided that a franchisee may provide such other bulk
discounts as are permitted by the cable uniform rate structure provisions of federal law as they may exist from
time to time. A franchisee shall comply at all times with all applicable Federal, State, and County laws, and all
Executive and administrative orders relating to nondiscrimination.
(5)
Each document required to be maintained, filed, or submitted under the provisions of this Subtitle or a franchise
agreement, except those specifically designated as confidential by a franchisee, subject to the County's review,
pursuant to applicable law, is a public document, available for public inspection and copying at the requester's
expense, at the office of the franchisee or the County during normal business hours.
(b)
A franchisee shall not refuse to employ, discharge from employment, or discriminate against any person in
compensation or in terms, conditions, or privileges of employment because of race, color, religion, national
origin, sexual orientation, gender, or age. A franchisee shall comply with all Federal, State, and local laws and
regulations governing equal employment opportunities, as the same may be from time to time amended.
(c)
(1)
It is the policy of the County that Minority Business Enterprises (MBE), as defined in Section 10A-101(a)(27) of
this Code, shall have the maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of subcontracts.
(2)
Each franchisee shall employ its best efforts to meet the County's stated goals for minority business participation
in a fair share of the franchisee's subcontracting in the County.
(3)
Each franchisee must submit, on a semiannual basis, a report including the franchisee's Minority Business Plan
and a summary of the activities undertaken thereunder. A franchisee's report of such activities shall include,
without limitation:
(A)
Whether the franchisee advertised in general circulation, trade association, and minority focus media concerning
subcontracting opportunities;
(B)
The names and addresses of each potential MBE subcontractor contacted and referred, the actions taken with
respect to such subcontractor, and the results of such contacts;
(C)
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Any actions taken by the franchisee to subdivide work in order to enhance the potential to subcontract with
certified MBE; and
(D)
Efforts by the franchisee to provide adequate information about its plans, specifications, and requirements to
certified MBE contacted.
(4)
A franchisee shall not discriminate against local businesses, including local minority-owned businesses, in
contracting for, or otherwise procuring, goods or services. A franchisee shall use its best efforts to purchase
goods and services from local businesses, including local minority-owned businesses.
(d)
(1)
A franchisee shall at all times protect the privacy rights of all subscribers, including, but not limited to, those
rights secured by the provisions of Section 631 of the Cable Act, 47 U.S.C. Section 551.
(2)
The franchisee shall not permit the transmission of any signal, aural, visual, or digital, including "polling" the
channel selection, from any subscriber's premises without first obtaining such subscriber's valid authorization.
Neither the franchisee nor any other person shall initiate in any form the discovery of any information on or
about an individual subscriber's premises without prior valid authorization from the subscriber potentially
affected. This provision is not intended to prohibit the transmission of signals useful only for the control or
measurement of system performance or for detection of theft of service.
(3)
The franchisee shall not permit the installation of any special terminal equipment in any subscriber's premises
that will permit transmission from such subscriber's premises of two-way services utilizing aural, visual, or
digital signals without such subscriber's prior valid authorization.
(4)
The franchisee shall strictly observe and protect the rights of privacy and property rights of subscribers and users
at all times. Individual subscriber preferences of any kind, viewing habits, political, social or economic
philosophies, beliefs, creeds, religions, or names, addresses, or telephone numbers shall not be revealed to any
person, governmental unit, police department, or investigating agency unless upon the authority of a court of
law, a valid search warrant or subpoena, or upon prior voluntary valid authorization of the subscriber or as may
be permitted by operation of law.
(5)
The franchisee shall not tabulate any test results that would reveal the commercial product preferences or
opinions of individual subscribers, members of their families or their invitees, licensees, or employees, nor
permit the use of the system for such tabulation without the subscriber's prior valid authorization.
(6)
A subscriber may at any time revoke any valid authorization to release information by delivering to the
franchisee in writing, by mail or otherwise, the subscriber's decision to revoke the authorization. Any such
revocation shall be effective upon receipt by the franchisee.
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(7)
A franchisee shall not condition subscriber service on the subscriber's valid authorization or grant or denial of
permission to collect, maintain, or disclose personally identifiable information, except to the extent that such
information is necessary for credit check or billing purposes.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-118. - Theft of service.
It shall be unlawful for any person to attach or affix or to cause to be attached or affixed any equipment or
device that allows access or use of the cable system without lawful payment to the franchise for same. It shall be
unlawful for any person to willfully interfere or tamper with, remove, obstruct, damage any part, segment, or
content of the system.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-119. - Administration.
(a)
There is hereby established the County Cable Television Commission which shall consist of five (5) members
appointed by the County Executive for terms coterminous with his and confirmed by the Council. Vacancies
shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner of original appointment. Each member shall serve until his
successor is appointed and qualified. One (1) of said members shall have practical experience and/or educational
qualifications in the field of cable television; one (1) of said members shall be a Certified Public Accountant;
and three (3) of said members shall be of the public at large, provided that one (1) of said members shall be a
representative of the Prince George's Municipal Association. The Municipal Association nominee shall be
chosen by the County Executive from a list of three (3) persons submitted by the Municipal Association. The
Chairman of the Commission shall be a public member, designated by the County Executive and confirmed by
the Council pursuant to Section 322 of the Charter. A member of the Commission may be removed only for
cause by the County Executive, subject to approval by the Council. Any member who ceases to reside within the
County shall immediately forfeit his office.
(b)
The Commission shall meet at least once a month and at such other times as deemed necessary. Three (3)
members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting. The members of the Cable Television Commission shall be
compensated at the rate of Three Hundred Dollars ($300) per month based on attendance at regularly scheduled
meetings. This compensation shall include any additional meetings or hearings required during a given month.
Said compensation shall be paid out of revenue derived from the franchise fee.
(c)
The Commission budget shall be part of the budget of the Office of Information Technology.
(d)
The Commission shall have the following general powers and duties:
(1)
Invite, receive, review, and evaluate applications for franchises and, following public hearings thereon,
recommend to the Council the approval of those franchises which will best serve the residents of County;
(2)
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Resolve disagreements among franchisees, subscribers, and public and private users of system facilities. In the
cases where a franchisee has not satisfactorily responded to complaints of service failures, poor service, inferior
audio or video signals, or violates FCC customer service standards, the Commission shall have the power to
order adjustments which may take the form of the following, without limitation:
(A)
Require the franchisee to adjust billing charges for services as provided in its franchise agreement and applicable
law;
(B)
Require the franchisee to make reasonable refunds, rebates, or credits as provided in its franchise agreement and
applicable law;
(C)
Require a franchisee to provide service pursuant to the line extension and service availability requirements of its
franchise agreement and applicable law;
(3)
Regulate rates in accordance with this Subtitle and federal law and advise the Council periodically on such
regulation;
(4)
Encourage use of access channels among the widest range of institutions, groups, and individuals within County;
(5)
Audit all franchise records as required by this Subtitle and, in the Commission's discretion, require the
preparation and filing of information additional to that required herein;
(6)
Make an annual report to the Council, including an account of franchise fees received and distributed and a
review of any plans submitted during the year by franchisees for development of new services;
(7)
Conduct periodic evaluation of a system with the cooperation of the franchisee and, pursuant thereto, make
recommendations to the Council for amendments to this Subtitle or the franchise agreement;
(8)
Advertise in the County's newspapers of record, stating the date, time, place, subject matter and reasonable rules
governing the taking of testimony, thirty (30) days' notice of public hearing on franchise applications received by
the Commission, franchise revocations, and franchise renewals. With respect to all other public hearings, the
notices shall be published prior to the hearings. Direct letter notice of all public hearings shall be given to those
municipalities in the affected franchise territory. All public hearings related to a specific franchise shall be held
within the geographical boundaries of its franchise area;
(9)
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Promulgate regulations designed to facilitate the delivery of Cable Service to senior citizens who reside in
multifamily dwellings, provided that these regulations shall not become effective until approved by resolution of
the Council;
(10)
Authorize the transfer of a franchise;
(11)
Without limitation, the Commission, by the County Attorney, may institute actions in a court of proper
jurisdiction to compel specific performance of customer service standards; provided, however, that a franchisee
shall retain any claims it may have as to the propriety of any delegation of authority under this Section;
(12)
The Cable Commission shall not hold any meeting involving the review, renewal, revocation, or termination of
the franchise unless the Director has:
(A)
Advised the franchisee in writing at a reasonable time prior to such meeting as to its time, place, and purpose;
and
(B)
Provided reasonable public notice of the meeting.
(e)
(1)
Members of the Commission shall file Financial Disclosure Statements in accordance with the provisions of
Division 17A of Subtitle 2 of this Code.
(2)
When a member of the Commission has any interest which is, or may reasonably be, incompatible or in conflict
with any of his official duties or acts, he shall disclose the interest in a regular business meeting of the
Commission and the disclosure shall appear in the minutes, and he shall disqualify himself and not participate in
the decision or act affected thereby.
(f)
The Executive Director of the Commission shall:
(1)
Supervise and control Commission staff; and
(2)
Enforce FCC guidelines as they exist on the effective date of this Subtitle or as they may exist at any time in the
future, for as long as such FCC guidelines are in legal effect.
(g)
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The Council shall have the sole authority to grant franchises; authorize the entering into of franchise agreements;
modify franchise agreements; renew franchises; revoke franchises; and impose penalties pursuant to this
Subtitle.
(CB-16-1999; CB-22-2001; CB-71-2012)
Sec. 5A-120. - Miscellaneous provisions.
(a)
Each franchisee shall comply with all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations heretofore and hereafter
adopted or established during the entire term of its franchise.
(b)
Without limiting such immunities as the County or other persons may have under applicable law, a franchisee
shall have no recourse whatsoever against the County or its officials, boards, commissions, agents, or employees
for any loss, costs, expense, or damage arising out of any provision or requirement of this Subtitle or because of
the enforcement of this Subtitle or the County's exercise of its authority pursuant to this Subtitle, a franchise
agreement, or other applicable law, unless the same shall be caused by criminal acts or by willful or gross
negligence.
(c)
(1)
The rights and remedies reserved to the County by this Subtitle are cumulative and shall be in addition to and
not in derogation of any other rights and remedies which the County may have with respect to the subject matter
of this Subtitle.
(2)
The County hereby reserves to itself the right to intervene in any suit, action, or proceeding involving any
provision of this Subtitle or a franchise agreement.
(3)
Specific mention of the materiality of any of the provisions herein is not intended to be exclusive of any others
for the purpose of determining whether any failure of compliance hereunder is material and substantial.
(4)
No franchisee shall be relieved of its obligation to comply with any of the provisions of this Subtitle or a
franchise agreement by reason of any failure of the County to enforce prompt compliance, nor shall any inaction
by the County be deemed to waive or void any provision of this Subtitle or a franchise agreement.
(5)
The County expressly reserves the right to cause the franchisee fee percentage stated in this Section to be subject
to negotiation in the event it is determined that the FCC lacks jurisdiction to impose percentage limitations on
franchise fees, if the percentage limitation is revised by the FCC, or any other event occurs to permit negotiation
or renegotiation.
(d)
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Notwithstanding any other provision in this Subtitle or a franchise agreement, nothing in this Subtitle or a
franchise agreement shall preclude the County from exercising its police powers to enact, amend, or supplement
any law or regulation governing cable communications within the County.
(e)
In the event of a major public emergency or disaster as determined by the County Executive, a franchisee shall
immediately make the entire cable system, employees, and property, as may be necessary, available for use by
the County or other civil defense or governmental agency designated by the County to operate the system for the
term of such emergency or disaster for the emergency purposes. In the event of such use, a franchisee shall
waive any claim that such use by the County constitutes a use of eminent domain, provided that the County shall
return use of the entire system, employees, and property to the franchisee after the emergency or disaster has
ended or has been dealt with.
(f)
(1)
Subscribers shall have the right to attach devices to a franchisee's system and the right to use their own remote
control devices and converters and other similar equipment, consistent with FCC equipment compatibility rules
and other applicable law, and a franchisee shall provide information to consumers which will allow them to
adjust such devices so that they may be used with the franchisee's system.
(2)
A franchisee shall not, as a condition of providing service, require a subscriber or potential subscriber to remove
any existing antenna or disconnect an antenna, or prohibit or discourage a subscriber from installing an antenna
switch, provided that such equipment and installations are consistent with applicable codes and technically able
to shield the cable system from any interference.
(g)
Unless otherwise indicated, when the performance or doing of any act, duty, matter, or payment is required
under this Subtitle or any franchise agreement, and a period of time or duration for the fulfillment of doing
thereof is prescribed and is fixed herein, the time shall be computed so as to exclude the first and include the last
day of the prescribed or fixed period of duration time.
(h)
If any term, condition, or provision of this Subtitle shall, to any extent, be held to be invalid or unenforceable,
the remainder hereof shall be valid in all other respects and continue to be effective. In the event of a subsequent
change in applicable law so that the provision which had been held invalid is no longer invalid, said provision
shall thereupon return to full force and effect without further action by the County and shall thereafter be binding
on the franchisee and the County.
(CB-16-1999)
Sec. 5A-121. through 5A-148. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
Sec. 5A-149. - Short title; purposes.
(a)
This Division shall be known and may be cited as the Telecommunications Regulatory Code.
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(b)
It is the intent of the County to preserve its rights in and control over public property and public rights-of-way
by prescribing the manner in which access to public property and/or public rights-of-way shall be granted for the
purpose of providing telecommunications service. Accordingly, the purposes of this Division are as follows:
(1)
To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare by providing for the construction, replacement,
reconstruction, operation, and maintenance of telecommunications systems;
(2)
To manage the limited resources of the public rights-of-way and/or public property to the long-term benefit of
the public;
(3)
To recover the costs of maintaining the public rights-of-way and/or public property; compensate for the burden
imposed on taxpayers by occupation of the public rights-of-way and/or public property by nongovernmental
business; recover the fixed and variable costs of occupation of the public rights-of-way and/or public property
by nongovernmental business; and recover fair compensation for the occupation of the public rights-of-way
and/or public property by nongovernmental entities in their respective businesses; and
(4)
To establish the position of Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator and provide for the
administration and coordination of telecommunications facility planning and construction;
(5)
To recognize the public interest in continued provision of universal service on regulated prices and terms as
provided for in 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e).
(6)
To recognize the public interest in facilitating the deployment of telecommunications technologies in a manner
that is consistent with all applicable laws.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-150. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division, the following words and phrases have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Administrative Recommendation means a Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee
(TTFCC) recommendation that the TTFCC Chair or designee is authorized to grant after administrative review
of an application for a Micro-wireless Facility, Minor Modification or Cell on Wheels.
(2)
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Administrative Review means the examination of a TTFCC application for a Micro-wireless Facility, Minor
Modification or Cell on Wheels by the TTFCC Chair or designee to assure that the application is complete and
accurate.
(3)
Antenna means an apparatus designed for the purpose of emitting radiofrequency (RF) radiation, to be operated
or operating from a fixed location pursuant to FCC authorization for the provision of wireless service and any
commingled information services. Such apparatus include, but are not limited to, directional antennas, such as
panels, microwave dishes, satellite dishes, and omnidirectional antennas, such as whips.
(4)
Antenna equipment means equipment, switches, wiring, cabling, power sources, shelters, shrouds, enclosures, or
cabinets associated with an antenna, located at the same fixed location as the antenna, and, when co-located, is
mounted or installed at the same time as such antenna.
(5)
Antenna facility means an antenna and associated antenna equipment.
(6)
Applicant means a person who submits an Application. The term includes the persons who will be the owners of
the Facility or on whose behalf the work will be performed, as well as the person who may submit an
application, which shall in any case be signed by the entity which will own the Facility or on whose behalf the
work is performed.
(7)
Application means a request submitted electronically by an applicant for the TTFCC to review and evaluate a
proposed new or modified Telecommunications Transmission Facility within Prince George's County, Maryland.
A TTFCC Application includes all the requirements for submission of a TTFCC Application and any subsequent
information to amend the application or in reply to requests for additional information.
(8)
Base Station means a structure or equipment at a fixed location used for the provision of personal wireless
services and that enables Federal Communications Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications
between user equipment and a communications network. The term includes, but is not limited to, radio
transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable at the site, regular and backup power supplies, and
comparable equipment, regardless of technological configuration. The term does not include a Tower or other
support structure, as defined herein, and it does not include Facilities (other than wireless devices at the Base
Station) that connect a base station at a fixed location to other elements of a communications network at other
locations. The term does not include metering equipment or disconnects required to provide power to the Base
Station.
(9)
Cell on Wheels (COW) means a portable self-contained cell site that can be moved to a location and set up to
provide wireless telecommunications services on a temporary or emergency basis, for a period up to one
hundred twenty (120) days but not more than the period permitted by the Building Code Official. A COW is
normally vehicle mounted and contains a telescoping boom as the antenna support structure.
(10)
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Co-location means:
(A)
the mounting or installation of an antenna facility on a preexisting structure for the purpose of transmitting
and/or receiving radio frequency signals for communication purposes, whether or not there is an existing facility
on the tower, building, or structure, or
(B)
the modification of a preexisting structure for the purpose of mounting or installing an antenna on that structure,
(11)
Construct means to construct, install, erect, build, affix or otherwise place any fixed structure or object.
(12)
Design Manual means the Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities promulgated by the County. The Design
Manual includes design standards including, but not limited to, the appearance, height, and size of small wireless
facilities.
(13)
Director means the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
(14)
Emergency means a condition that
(A)
poses a clear and immediate danger to life or health, or of a significant loss of property; or
(B)
requires immediate repair or replacement in order to restore service to a user.
(15)
Facility or Facilities means facilities, equipment and installations of any kind, including but not limited to any
lines, pipes, irrigation systems, wires, cables, conduit facilities, ducts, poles, towers, vaults, pedestals, boxes,
appliances, antennas, transmitters, gates, meters, appurtenances, or other equipment. A reference to a Facility
refers both to the Facility considered as a whole and the individual elements of a Facility.
(16)
FCC means the Federal Communications Commission, its designee, or any successor governmental entity
thereto.
(17)
Install means the placing of a Facility, whether initially or as part of the repair, modification, replacement,
removal or expansion of an existing Facility, and includes any process by which a Facility is placed, including
but not limited to attachment, construction, digging, excavation, placement, pulling and the like.
(18)
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License shall mean a nonexclusive specific authorization granted pursuant to this Subtitle to construct, operate,
and maintain a small wireless facility in the public right-of-way to provide wireless communication services
within all, or a specified area of, Prince George's County, Maryland. Any such authorization, in whatever form
granted, shall not mean or include any general license or permit required for the privilege of transacting and
carrying on a business within the County as required by the ordinances and laws of the County, or for attaching
devices to poles or other structures, whether owned by the County or a private entity, or for excavating or
performing other work in public right-of-way.
(19)
Licensee shall mean a natural person, partnership, domestic or foreign corporation, association, joint venture, or
organization of any kind that has been granted a license by the County, subject to this Subtitle.
(20)
Material Change shall mean a change that does not qualify as an Eligible Facilities Request as defined by the
FCC.
(21)
Master License Agreement means a written agreement entered into pursuant to this Subtitle between the County
and a licensee that sets forth, subject to this Subtitle, the terms and conditions under which a license will be
granted and exercised.
(22)
Micro-wireless facility means a facility that:
(A)
is not larger in dimension than 24 inches in length, 15 inches in width, and 12 inches in height, including all
mounting brackets, fasteners, cabling and antennas, and
(B)
has an exterior antenna, if any, not longer than 11 inches, and
(C)
is mounted on a preexisting support structure, cable, or wire.
(23)
Minor Antenna means a radio/antenna device no more than twenty (20) inches in length, ten (10) inches in
width, and ten (10) inches in height (excluding mounting brackets, fasteners, cabling, and antenna), with two
watts or less of transmitter output power, which is mounted on a strand, cable, or wire attached to preexisting
poles, so long as:
(A)
the device is installed in a manner that does not result in line sag, and
(B)
the device is located on a strand, cable, or wire owned or controlled by the owner of the minor radio/antenna
device, and
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(C)
there are no more than two (2) said devices at any location or mid strand between two poles, and
(D)
the device is installed in parallel with the adjacent roadway and is not installed over the roadway, and
(E)
the device complies with all applicable Federal, State and local and regulations, including this Code.
(24)
Minor Modification means changes to an existing Telecommunications Transmission Facility that does not result
in a Material Change to the existing facility or support structure.
(25)
Monopole means a Tower that is a single, self-supporting pole-type structure, tapering from base to top and
supporting a fixture designed to support Telecommunications Transmission Facilities.
(26)
Permit means an official document or certificate issued by the Director or his duly authorized agent, authorizing
performance of specified construction at a specified location and within a specified time, together with all
supporting documents, agreements, conditions, plans, and specifications.
(27)
Permit Application means a request submitted electronically by an applicant that requests a permit. A permit
application includes all the requirements for submission of a permit application and any subsequent information
to amend the permit application or in reply for requests for additional information.
(28)
Person means any natural or corporate person, business association or business entity including, but not limited
to, an individual, a partnership, a sole proprietorship, a political subdivision, a public or private agency of any
kind, a utility, a successor or assign of any of the foregoing, or any other legal entity.
(29)
Pole means a type of structure in the public right-of-way that is used in whole or in part for wireline
communications, electric distribution, lighting, traffic control, signage, or similar function, or for co-location.
(30)
Private Property means any real property owned or controlled by a single individual or by a group of individuals
collectively. Private property is any property that is not public property.
(31)
Protected Area means a site that:
(A)
has undergrounded utilities, or
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(B)
is proximate to a roadway in a residential zone, or
(C)
as of the date of an Application, is located in a Historic District as that term is defined in Sec. 29-102(a)(7) of
this Code, or
(D)
as of the date of an Application, is located within a group of buildings properties, or on a site, that is listed in the
Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Resources, or
(E)
as of the date of an Application, is located within a group of buildings properties, or on a site, that is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places or formally determined eligible for listing by the Keeper of the National
Register, or
(F)
as of the date of an Application, is located within a group of buildings properties, or on a site, that is listed in the
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties.
(32)
Proximate to roadway means the area located adjacent to or part of the public right-of- way that includes:
(A)
any public utility easement, or
(B)
privately owned and maintained road on which an easement for public access exists.
(33)
Public Property means any real property owned or controlled by the County or another public entity including
buildings, and may include surplus property as defined in Section 2-111.01 of this Code. To the extent of any
conflict with Section 2-111.01, this Division prevails.
(34)
Public Right-of-Way means the surface and space above, on, beside and below any public highway, avenue,
street, lane, alley, boulevard, concourse, driveway, bridge, tunnel, park, parkway, waterway, dock, bulkhead,
wharf, pier, building, public easement, right-of-way, or any other public ground or water within the
unincorporated area of the County or belonging to the County
(35)
Small Wireless Facility means a facility that meets each of the following conditions:
(A)
the facility:
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(i)
is mounted on a structure 50 feet or less in height, including the antenna, or
(ii)
is mounted on a structure no more than 10 percent taller than other adjacent structures, or
(iii)
does not extend the existing structure on which it is located to a height of more than 50 feet or by more than 10
percent, whichever is greater;
(B)
each antenna associated with the facility, excluding associated equipment, is no more than three cubic feet in
volume;
(C)
all other wireless equipment associated with the structure, including the equipment associated with the antenna
and any pre-existing associated equipment on the structure, is no more than 28 cubic feet in volume; and
(D)
the facility does not result in human exposure to radio frequency (RF) radiation in excess of all applicable FCC
safety standards.
(36)
Support Structure means a structure, including, but not limited to, buildings, monopoles, towers, poles, base
stations, and other free-standing self-supporting or guyed structures that may support telecommunications
facilities, whether or not the structure has an existing telecommunication facility.
(37)
Telecommunications means the transmission, between or among points specified by the user, of information of
the user's choosing without change in the form or content of the information as sent and received.
(38)
Telecommunications Services means the offering of telecommunications for a fee, by a person, which the person
is authorized to provide under applicable Federal, State, and local law, regardless of the facilities used. It
includes, without limitation, transmission by optical fiber, coaxial cable, wireless methods, or any other means,
and includes, without limitation, voice, video, data, telephone service, cellular service, and personal
communications services.
(39)
Telecommunications System means all or any part of a facility that occupies County property and/or public
rights-of-way owned or controlled by the County and is used to provide one or more telecommunications
services.
(40)
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Telecommunications Transmission Facility means any antenna and/or support structure which is used to transmit
or retransmit wireless voice, data, or image information, but shall not mean or include a Minor Antenna. A
Small Wireless Facility is a Telecommunications Transmission Facility.
(41)
Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee (TTFCC) means the committee established
in accordance with Section 5A-153 of this Division.
(42)
Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator or Coordinator means the person designated by the
County Executive for providing support services to the TTFCC.
(43)
Telecommunications Transmission Facility Location Plan or Plan means a plan that identifies the location of
each existing telecommunication transmission facility and the proposed location of each facility to be
constructed by or for a person in the succeeding two years.
(44)
Tower means any supporting structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any FCC-licensed or
authorized Antennas (and related Facilities), including supporting structures that are constructed for FCClicensed or authorized wireless communications including, but not limited to, private, broadcast, and public
safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul,
and the associated site. This definition does not include a Pole. s.
(45)
Wireless Communication System means all or any part of a facility that is licensed by the Federal
Communications Commission under Title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 20, 22, 24, 90, or 101, and is
located in whole or in part on public property and/or public rights-of-way and is used to provide one or more
telecommunications services.
(CB-98-1998; CB-22-2001; CB-67-2008; CB-71-2012; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-151. - Applicability.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall apply to any Telecommunications Transmission Facility either installed or
under construction within the County as of the effective date of this Division or thereafter installed or
constructed.
(b)
Failure of a Person to undertake any requirements of this Division within the time specified herein shall be a
violation of this Division and may result in the immediate revocation of any existing permits or licenses issued
by the County allowing such person to occupy any public property and/or right-of-way in relation to the use,
operation, or maintenance of a Telecommunication Transmission Facility. Upon revocation of such permits or
licenses for failure to undertake any requirements of this Division within the time specified, the County, to the
extent permitted by law, may order prompt removal of such facilities at the Person's expense and seek other
redress, both legal and equitable.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
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Sec. 5A-152. - Site leasing.
(a)
The County may enter into leases for appropriate sites, antenna space on towers and other supporting structures,
and buildings on County property with telecommunications providers and radio users. Such leases shall contain
reasonable provisions protecting the interests of the County. Such leases for Telecommunication Transmission
Facilities shall comply with the provisions of Section 5A-165. To the extent that this Division conflicts with
Section 2-111.01, this Division prevails.
(b)
A lessee pursuant to the provisions of this Division shall be responsible for obtaining, in a timely manner at its
own expense, any required approvals for any Telecommunications Transmission Facility from the Federal
Aviation Administration or the Federal Communications Commission, or the successors of either; any required
zoning from the County; and any required permits and inspection from the County. On any antenna structure
which is not occupied by a County-owned antenna already subject to the tower registration, lighting, and
aeronautical painting requirements of the FAA or FCC, or the successors of either, the lessee shall be financially
responsible for the tower registration, lighting, and aeronautical painting requirements applicable to its antenna
and/or supporting structure.
(c)
Any lessee under a lease from the County for an antenna site that is in force on the effective date of this
ordinance may continue to occupy such antenna site to the conclusion of the initial term of the lease but not any
renewal or extension thereof, in accordance with the terms of such lease, provided, however, that such lessee
may elect at any time to apply for a superseding lease under this ordinance.
(d)
A lessee pursuant to this Division may enter into sublease agreements with other telecommunications providers
to co-locate telecommunications facilities on the lessee's site, provided that each sublease includes provisions, in
a form acceptable to the County regarding liability and the payment of compensation, determined in accordance
with Section 5A-165, from such sublessees. Any sublease granted by the lessee shall be subject to the express
written consent of the County and shall be expressly conditioned upon the continued existence of such a separate
agreement with the County.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-153. - Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee.
(a)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee shall consist of:
(1)
Two staff members from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, to be designated by the
Director, one of whom is employed within the agency's permitting function and one of whom is employed within
the agency's site/road plan review function.
(2)
The Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation or the Director's designee;
(3)
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The Planning Director or the Director's designee;
(4)
The Superintendent of Schools or the Superintendent's designee;
(5)
The Director of the Office of Information Technology or the Director's designee;
(6)
The County Council Administrator or the Administrator's designee; and
(7)
The General Manager of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission or the General Manager's designee.
(b)
The County Executive and County Council shall designate a Telecommunications Transmission Facility
Coordinator as an ex-officio, non voting member of the TTFCC.
(c)
The TTFCC Chair and Vice-Chair shall be elected from among and by the TTFCC membership.
(d)
The Director and the Director of the Office of Information Technology shall make available to the
Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee such services and facilities as are necessary
for the proper performance of its duties.
(e)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee shall:
(1)
Serve as a central source of information and provide technical advice on the siting of telecommunications
transmission facilities for the County, the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the Board
of Education and other public landowners, private landowners, licensed telecommunication carriers, and the
general public;
(2)
Promote the appropriate and efficient location and co-location of telecommunications transmission facilities to
minimize adverse impacts on other land uses in the County;
(3)
Evaluate the esthetic effects of locating multiple telecommunications transmission facilities in a single location
or on a single structure;
(4)
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Recommend alternative sites and techniques where appropriate to mitigate the visual impact of the proposed and
alternative site and provide a copy of the recommendation to the Council member in whose district the
telecommunications transmission facility is to be located and any at-large Council members;
(5)
Recommend provisions governing removal of the proposed telecommunications transmission facility at the end
of its useful life, including the posting of a bond or other financial guarantee;
(6)
Facilitate public participation in the telecommunications transmission facility siting process; and
(7)
Report annually to the County Executive as requested on siting policy issues.
(f)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator shall:
(1)
Prepare a master plan of existing and planned Telecommunications Transmission Facilities in the County;
(2)
Maintain a database of all applications reviewed by the TTFCC and those facilities proposed to be located in the
County;
(3)
Advise the County on telecommunications matters as requested;
(4)
Review the siting of each proposed Telecommunications Transmission Facility;
(5)
Evaluate the technical rationale of the proposed locations; and
(6)
Evaluate alternative sites and techniques where appropriate to mitigate the visual impact of the proposed and
alternative sites and report the findings to the TTFCC.
(CB-98-1998; CB-22-2001; CB-2-2006; CB-34-2007; CB-67-2008; CB-71-2012; CB-27-2014; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-154. - Telecommunications transmission facility application fees.
(a)
The applicant shall submit the following filing fees with the submission of each application:
(1)
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Applications for Telecommunication Transmission Facilities, excluding Small Wireless Facilities, which are
located outside the public right of way;
(A)
Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) for an application to construct a new tower, monopole or
support structure.
(B)
One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) for an application to co-locate one Telecommunications
Transmission Facility on an existing structure.
(C)
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for a Minor Modification.
(2)
Applications for Small Wireless Facilities
(A)
Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for an application to install or mount one Small Wireless Facility on a new
pole.
(B)
One Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($1,800.00) for an application to install or mount one Small Wireless
Facility on a replacement pole.
(C)
One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) for an application to co-locate one Small Wireless Facility on
an existing structure.
(D)
Eight Hundred Dollars ($800.00) for an application for a Minor Modification to one Small Wireless Facility.
(E)
An applicant may batch Applications in accordance with the provisions of the regulations adopted in accordance
with this Section. In the event of a batch Application, each proposed Small Wireless Facility will be subject to
the appropriate fee as listed in subparagraphs (A) through (D). The total due for TTFCC review will be the sum
of the fees that are assessed for each application.
(3)
Additional Fees
(A)
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) at the time of filing an update to the Telecommunications Transmission Facility
Location Plan required by this Division.
(B)
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Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for modification or revision of the application and/or plans. The fee shall
be a minimum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) unless an extensive application and plan review is
required, then the fee shall be determined by the TTFCC Chair and sufficient to offset the cost of the additional
plan review and services.
(b)
The application fee is in addition to any permit, attachment, occupancy or inspection fee or other right-of-way
charges.
(c)
Within one (1) year of the enactment of this Section, the Director shall submit a recommendation to the Council
regarding any need to adjust the fees listed in Section (a)(2) to ensure that they are appropriately cost-based in
light of all applicable laws. The recommendation shall include an analysis prepared by an outside expert to be
retained by the Director.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 5A-155. - Telecommunications transmission facility inventory.
(a)
Prior to August 1 of each year, each agency of the County and each agency which receives County funding shall
submit to the Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator its telecommunication transmission
facility location plan. The plan shall be updated whenever the actual or proposed location of a facility changes.
(b)
Prior to August 1 of each year, each owner of a telecommunications transmission facility in the County shall
submit to the Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator its telecommunication transmission
facility location plan. The Plan shall be updated whenever the actual or proposed location of a facility changes.
(c)
Before a recommendation may be granted to site a telecommunications transmission facility in the County, the
Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator shall draft a master plan of actual and proposed
telecommunications transmission facilities in the County. The TTFCC Chair shall submit the master plan to the
County Executive for advisory approval. The County Executive will transmit the master plan to the County
Council for advisory approval only no later than October 1 of each year. The County Council shall have sixty
(60) calendar days to review and comment. The months of August and December shall not be considered when
calculating the sixty (60) day period. The County Council may provide any recommendation(s) to the proposed
plan within the sixty (60) day period by submitting a letter to the TTFCC Chair. The master plan shall identify
areas of the County where additional sites for telecommunications transmission facilities are anticipated to be
needed to provide service for public and private uses. Notice of all changes to the plan shall be made as provided
in this Subsection.
(d)
The TTFCC Chair shall submit the TTFCC Annual Report to the County Executive for approval. The County
Executive will transmit the Annual Report to the County Council no later than May 1 of each year. The report
shall inform the County Executive and the County Council of the activities of the TTFCC and recommend
strategies for further improving the deployment of wireless services to the citizens.
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(CB-98-1998; CB-2-2006; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-156. - Telecommunications transmission facility applications.
(a)
Every applicant for a permit for the erection of a telecommunications transmission facility shall ensure that the
proposed telecommunications transmission facility is reflected on the applicant's existing telecommunications
transmission facility location plan. The plan shall clearly identify the location of every existing
telecommunications transmission facility and the proposed location of each facility to be constructed or located
in accordance with the permit application. In the event the proposed telecommunications transmission facility is
not reflected on the applicant's existing plan, the applicant shall amend its existing plan to reflect the proposed
telecommunications transmission facility. The TTFCC shall not accept a TTFCC application that includes any
telecommunications transmission facility that:
(1)
is not reflected on an applicant's existing plan, or
(2)
has been submitted by an applicant who does not have an existing and current plan on record with the
Coordinator.
(b)
Every Application shall include a statement regarding whether the telecommunications transmission facility is
proposed for location on an existing structure. If the Application proposes the construction or erection of a new
support structure for the facility, as opposed to co-location, the applicant shall provide a detailed statement
describing the applicant's efforts to locate the proposed telecommunications transmission facility on an existing
structure; a description of any potential alternate locations for the telecommunications transmission facility not
requiring such construction or erection; and a brief explanation of the reasons why such sites were not selected.
(c)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator shall not disclose to any person any information
that is exempt from disclosure under the Maryland Public Information Act.
(d)
Nothing in this provision shall exempt an applicant from any applicable zoning requirements or other
requirements of law.
(e)
Notice Requirement
(1)
At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the acceptance of an Application for a Telecommunications
Transmission Facility, every applicant shall send an informational mailing to all adjoining property owners,
including owners whose property lies directly and diagonally across a street, alley, or stream and to every
municipality located within one mile of the new facility, to the County Council member of the District where the
new facility is proposed and all at-large Council members and to all civic associations registered with the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission located within one mile of the new proposed
Telecommunications Transmission Facility. If an Application proposes the siting of a Telecommunications
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Transmission Facility in the Public Right-Of-Way, an informational mailing shall also be sent to the owner of the
property underlying the portion of the right-of-way on which the proposed facility would be located. The parties
will be notified by the informational mailing that they may request a briefing. An Application that proposes to
increase the height of an existing tower, monopole or pole is included as one that requires notification required
in this Section.
(2)
The form and content of the notices prescribed above in subsection (1) shall be made available by the TTFCC
and shall be set forth in regulations adopted in accordance with Sec. 5A-158 of this Division.
(3)
All proposed facilities that are batched in the same application shall be included on a single notice and, in the
event a briefing is requested, shall be included within a single briefing.
(f)
Every applicant and the TTFCC Chair or Chair's designee shall meet and brief the above mentioned parties if
requested by these parties within 30 days of the date of sending the informational mailing. The requested
meeting and briefing must occur prior to the recommendation of the new facility by the Telecommunications
Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee.
(g)
Review of Applications
(1)
The TTFCC Coordinator shall promptly review all Applications for completeness. In the event an Application is
deemed to be materially incomplete, the TTFCC Coordinator shall notify the applicant of any deficiencies in
accordance with the procedures set forth in regulations adopted in accordance with Sec 5A-158 of this Division.
(2)
Upon acceptance of a complete Application, the TTFCC will review the Application at a public TTFCC
meeting.
(3)
In reviewing an Application, and issuing a recommendation, the TTFCC shall consider factors including, but not
limited to:
(A)
applicable health, safety, and welfare sections of this Code, federal or state regulations and laws,
(B)
for proposed Small Wireless Facilities, all of the provisions of Sec. 5A-159 of this Code.
(4)
The TTFCC shall issue a written recommendation within the time required by all applicable laws and
regulations adopted in accordance with Sec. 5A-158 of this Division. If a waiver request pursuant to Sec. 5A729/3869
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159(f) was included with the Application at the time of acceptance by the TTFCC, the written recommendation
shall include the TTFCC's recommendation on the request.
(h)
Applications for Minor Modifications, COWs, and micro-wireless facilities may be administratively reviewed
and recommended by the TTFCC Chair or designee on behalf of the TTFCC without prior review by the TTFCC
members.
(i)
The recommendation for an application by the TTFCC or TTFCC Chair will remain valid for one year from the
date of the TTFCC's disposition. If a required permit application has not been made within that time the
TTFCC's recommendation is no longer valid and a new application must be submitted for review by the TTFCC.
All previous applications for which a TTFCC recommendation has been issued which have not been permitted
within one year of the effective date of enactment of this bill will no longer be valid.
(CB-98-1998; CB-34-2007; CB-67-2008; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 5A-157. - Uniform contracts for use of County facilities.
(a)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator, with the approval of the County Executive, shall
develop and make available to persons desiring to erect a telecommunications transmission facility in the County
a uniform contract for the location of telecommunications transmission facilities on land and structure owned
and leased by the County.
(b)
The Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinator, with the approval of the County Executive, shall
develop and make available to persons desiring to erect a telecommunications transmission facility in the County
a uniform rent and fee schedule designed to minimize differential treatment of telecommunications transmission
facility owners.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008)
Sec. 5A-158. - Administration; Executive regulations.
(a)
The County Executive shall administer and enforce this Division.
(b)
The County Executive may adopt regulations that are consistent with this Division to administer and implement
this Division.
(CB-98-1998; CB-67-2008)
Sec. 5A-159. - Small Wireless Facilities.
(a)
Generally: No person shall install, construct or operate a small wireless facility within the County without:
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(1)
Obtaining all permits required by this Code;
(2)
Obtaining a recommendation by the TTFCC;
(3)
Complying with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws, including, but not limited to, Subtitles 4, 5A, 9, 23
and 27 of this Code;
(4)
Paying all required fees;
(5)
Complying with all FCC safety rules, regulations, and standards for exposure to radio frequency (RF) radiation.
(b)
Small Wireless Facilities installed, mounted or operated within the County shall adhere to the following
requirements.
(1)
Location.
(A)
A small wireless facility shall not be located within 150 feet of the nearest small wireless facility occupied or
controlled by the same Person.
(B)
A new or replacement support structure shall not be located within 15 feet of an existing tree. Additionally,
installation or mounting of a small wireless facility must be performed in a manner that attempts to preserve the
existing tree canopy.
(C)
A small wireless facility shall not be attached to an existing decorative pole, which is defined as a structure that
is specially designed and placed for aesthetic purposes and which no appurtenances or attachments, other than
lighting, specially designed informational or directional signage, or temporary holiday or special events
attachments, have been placed.
(D)
Any small wireless facility shall be installed or mounted a minimum of 30 feet from any residential dwelling
unless a RF study requires more distance to comply with FCC safety rules, regulations, and standards related to
radio frequency (RF) radiation.
(E)
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Any small wireless facility installed in the public right-of-way or in an easement shall be in alignment with the
existing vertical infrastructure, streetlights, utility poles, trees and shall not be closer than 3 feet, 6 inches from
the curb or 6 feet from the end of the paved section of the roadway if no curb exists.
(F)
No small wireless facility shall be installed within 250 feet of an elementary or secondary educational
institution.
(G)
No small wireless facility shall be installed on any County owned or operated traffic signal.
(2)
Co-location.
(A)
A small wireless facility shall be collocated on an existing pole other than a traffic signal in the public right-ofway.
(B)
Upon a showing that the requirements of paragraph (A) would prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the
provision of service, as evidenced by the written assessment of a third-party licensed professional engineer, a
small wireless facility shall be installed on a replacement pole with a streetlight within 10 feet of an existing
pole.
(C)
Upon a showing that the requirements of paragraphs (A) and (B) would prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting
the provision of service, as evidenced by the written assessment of a third-party licensed professional engineer, a
small wireless facility shall be installed on a new pole within 75 feet of an existing pole.
(3)
Height. The height of a small wireless facility shall be measured from the lowest point of the natural grade of the
ground at the base of the pole to the highest point on the pole, to include any attached equipment and antennas.
(A)
A collocated small wireless facility on an existing pole shall not exceed the height of the existing poll by more
than 10 feet.
(B)
Poles installed in the public right-of-way in a protected area and proximate to a roadway in protected area shall
not exceed 30 feet.
(C)
Poles installed in the public right-of-way shall not exceed the greater of 50 feet or 10 feet greater than the tallest
existing pole in the public right-of-way.
(4)
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Protected Areas. Any small wireless facility installed or mounted in a protected area shall be a stealth design,
which means that the design elements of the facility camouflage its presence by blending in and mimicking its
surroundings, as is further described in the Design Manual.
(5)
Noise. All small wireless facilities shall comply with the provisions contained in Subtitle 19 — Pollution,
Division 2 — Noise Control of this Code.
(6)
Radio Frequency (RF) Emissions.
(A)
All small wireless facilities shall comply with FCC rules and regulations for general public limits for human
exposure to the radio frequency electromagnetic fields,
(B)
All small wireless facilities shall include signage at the location of a small wireless facility that lists the owner
and operator of the facility and provide RF warnings. Signage shall comply with the Design Manual.
(C)
All small wireless facilities must have a feature allowing the immediate cessation of radio frequency (RF)
emissions, and the Director or his designee shall be provided access to such feature.
(7)
Certifications and Inspections
(A)
The owner of a small wireless facility shall provide a certification after installation that only equipment
identified in the application was installed and all compliance measures as to RF emissions have been
implemented.
(B)
All Small Wireless Facilities may be subject to a post-installation inspection by the County for the purposes of
verifying that only permitted equipment was installed, that equipment was installed in compliance with all
applicable permits, and that the facility is in compliance with FCC safety rules, regulations, and standards
related to radio frequency (RF) radiation,
(C)
All Small Wireless Facilities may be subject to an annual inspection by the County to verify that the facility is in
working order, operational and is in compliance with FCC safety rules, regulations, and standards related to
radio frequency (RF) radiation. Inspections shall be subject inspection fee in accordance with a fee schedule
published by the Director.;
(D)
The County may conduct periodic inspections at any time to determine whether a Small Wireless Facility is
installed and operated in compliance with all applicable laws, licenses, permits and certifications. This may
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include field testing for radio frequency (RF) emissions when deemed necessary by the County to ensure the
public safety, health and welfare. Each small wireless facility owner is responsible for the cost of testing and any
required mitigation to be compliant with FCC rules and regulations. Upon reasonable notice, the County may
order that a Small Wireless Facility be disabled if it determines that the Facility is non-compliant with any
applicable laws or regulations.
(E)
Upon reasonable notice, the County may order that a Small Wireless Facility be disabled if it determines that the
Facility is non-compliant with FCC rules and regulations related to radio frequency (RF) emissions or a danger
to public safety. In the event of an emergency, the County may immediately disable the facility.
(c)
Public Right-of-Way. No person may construct or operate a small wireless facility within the public right-ofway, or on any structure or support structure in the public right-of-way, without first entering into a fully
executed Master License Agreement with the County as required by this Division and complying with all
requirements listed in this Code.
(1)
Any small wireless facilities placed in the public right-of-way must comply with the Design Manual in all
respects, unless a waiver has been granted in accordance with the provisions of this Code.
(2)
All privileges granted by the issuance of relevant permits or the execution of a Master License Agreement shall
be subordinate to the County's use and any prior lawful occupancy of the public-right of way,
(3)
All small wireless facilities shall at all times be operated in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and
local laws.
(d)
Master License Agreement
(1)
The Director shall develop and make available a uniform Master License Agreement to be executed by each
person applying to install a small wireless facility in the public right-of-way.
(2)
The uniform Master License Agreement shall include all provisions necessary to ensure the overall interests of
public health, safety, and welfare, including, but not limited to, the following provisions:
(A)
an acknowledgement that the licensee may not place a small wireless facility in the public right-of-way without
first obtaining any necessary permits;
(B)
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a requirement that all small wireless facilities and related equipment must comply with FCC safety rules,
regulations, and standards for exposure to radio frequency (RF) radiation;
(C)
a requirement that the installation, operation, and maintenance of the small wireless facility shall adhere to all
provisions of this Code, the Design Manual, and any applicable County regulations,
(D)
a requirement that each small wireless facility must have a feature allowing the immediate cessation of radio
frequency (RF) emissions, and that the owner shall provide the County with access to the feature to permit
County employees, agents, or contractors to perform any required work in proximity to the small wireless
facility,
(E)
a requirement that, at any time during the agreement, upon demand by the County, the licensee must submit a
report, obtained at the licensee's own expense and signed by a third-party licensed professional engineer, that
demonstrates that:
(i)
the facility is in working order,
(ii)
the facility is in operation,
(iii)
the facility is compliant with FCC safety rules, regulations, and standards related to radio frequency (RF)
radiation;
(F)
a requirement that small wireless facility may not obstruct, impede or hinder the usual travel or public safety of
pedestrians or vehicles on or in the public right-of-way, or may not obstruct the legal use of the public right-ofway by lawfully present utility providers,
(G)
a requirement that small wireless facilities may not be installed or operated in a manner that violates the
American with Disabilities Act,
(H)
a requirement that the licensee shall notify the County, in writing, upon terminating operation of the facility, or
of the facility becoming otherwise inactive, and that the licensee shall promptly remove the facility, and any
structure that was newly constructed to support the small wireless facility,
(I)
a requirement that any small wireless facility that the County determines has been inoperative for 12 consecutive
months shall be deemed abandoned, and shall be removed by the County at the licensee's sole expense,
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(J)
a requirement that the licensee must remove or relocate the facility, at the licensee's sole expense, to
accommodate any Federal, State, or County public work or improvement project,
(K)
a requirement that any licensee whose actions cause damage to the public right-of-way, any objects located
within the public right-of-way, and/or the property of any third party located within the Public Right-of-Way,
shall be responsible for any necessary repairs at the licensee's sole expense,
(L)
a requirement that the licensee must replace or modify any such facility in the event the County determines that
replacement or modification is necessary for compliance with building and safety codes,
(M)
a requirement that the licensee shall, at its sole expense, remove or relocate a small wireless facility and/or
associated support if the County determines that the removal or relocation is necessary to protect the public
health, safety and welfare of County residents or property, and that County may initiate such removal or
relocation in the event of an emergency or imminent danger to health, safety, or property,
(N)
authority for the County to seek any redress, both legal and equitable, necessary in the event the licensee fails to
comply with any directive issued pursuant to this Code, any regulations, or the Master License Agreement, or
fails to remit any expense attributable to such acts or omissions,
(O)
a requirement that the licensee shall be responsible for the payment of an annual fee for access to the public
right-of-Way and/or attachment to County-owned structures in the public right-of-way,
(P)
a requirement that the licensee shall be responsible for the completion of any make-ready work required for the
installation or mounting of a small wireless facility.
(Q)
a provision concerning the participation of County-based small-, minority- and disadvantaged-owned businesses,
and
(R)
a requirement that licensees shall comply with the terms of the Master License Agreement in all respects, and
that any violations of the Master License Agreement shall be subject to fines, penalties and forfeiture of the
Master License Agreement as outlined in the Master License Agreement.
(e)
Private Property
(1)
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No person may install, construct or operate a small wireless facility on private property without first having:
(A)
obtained the written consent of the property owner and, if applicable, easement holder,
(B)
obtained required approval from any applicable regulatory agency or utility, and
(C)
obtained any permits required by this Code, after obtaining a recommendation by the TTFCC.
(2)
Any small wireless facility placed on private property must comply with all applicable laws and regulations,
including the zoning requirements of Subtitle 27 of this Code, and the Design Manual.
(3)
For the purposes of this Subtitle, any public utility easement is considered private property.
(f)
Waiver
(1)
Upon a showing that the operation of any provision in Section 5A-159 or in the Design Manual for Small
Wireless Facilities would prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the provision of service, the Director is
authorized to waive any such requirement but only to the minimum extent required for compliance.
(2)
A request to waive any provision of Section 5A-159 should be included in an Application at the time of
submission to the TTFCC. A waiver request submitted at any point after the TTFCC's acceptance of a complete
Application shall be treated as a modification of an Application within the meaning of Sec. 5A-154(a)(5) and
shall be subject to the provisions of that Section.
(3)
In the event the Director denies a request to waive a requirement of Section 5A-159, the denial shall be set forth
in a written decision that shall provide the basis and reasoning for the denial. The written decision shall be the
final decision of the County for the purposes of the waiver request.
(g)
Municipal Ordinances.
(1)
The provisions of Section 5A-159 do not alter the authority of any municipality to regulate small wireless
facilities in its right-of-way or preempt the adoption or operation of any ordinance enacted by a municipality to
regulate small wireless facilities within its municipal right of way.
(2)
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A municipality that enacts an ordinance to regulate small wireless facilities within in its municipal right-of-way,
or amends an existing ordinance to regulate small wireless facilities within its municipal right-of-way, shall file a
copy of the ordinance with the TTFCC Coordinator.
(CB-58-2019)
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 5A-160. through Sec. 5A-167. - Reserved.
SUBTITLE 5B. - CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA.
DIVISION 1. - AGRICULTURAL LAND MANAGEMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 5B-101. - Short title; purpose.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall constitute and be known as the "Agricultural Ordinance of Prince George's
County, Maryland."
(b)
The purpose of this Division is to provide for the management of agricultural land so that nonpoint source
pollution resulting from agricultural activities is minimized and natural habitats are conserved.
(c)
All development and utilization of property located in a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone shall be in
accordance with this Division with regard to agricultural practices and Division 2; and, where appropriate, in
accordance with an approved Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement.
(CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-75-2010)
Editor's note— CR-95-1988 adopted the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. CR96-1988 adopted amendments to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment which
utilize 36.9 acres for expansion of L-D-O zoning into areas previously placed in the R-C-O Zone, and 98 acres
for expansion of I-D-O zoning into areas previously placed in the L-D-O Zone.
Sec. 5B-102. - Agriculture.
(a)
General Policies. This section provides for the management of agricultural land so that non-point source
pollution resulting from agricultural activities is minimized and natural habitats are conserved. All of the
following policies shall be followed with regard to agriculture in the Critical Area:
(1)
Assure that agricultural lands are identified and that programs are established for the Critical Area to maintain,
where appropriate, agricultural lands in agricultural use, to the greatest extent possible.
(2)
Recognize that agriculture is a protective land use that should be properly managed so that it minimizes its
contribution to pollutant loadings to the Bay and its tributaries.
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(3)
In a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, new farmland may not be created:
(A)
By diking, draining or filling of any class or subclass of wetlands, as described in the COMAR 27.01.09.02 and
in this Subtitle, which have seasonally flooded or wetter than seasonably flooded water regime, unless mitigation
is accomplished as provided by COMAR 27.01.09.02;
(B)
By clearing of forests and woodland or soils with a slope of greater than fifteen percent (15%); or on soils with
"K value" greater than thirty-five percent (35%) and a slope greater than five percent (5%);
(C)
By clearing existing vegetation in a Buffer established landward from the Mean High Tide Line of tidal waters,
tributary streams and tidal wetlands; or
(D)
If the clearing adversely affects water quality or will destroy plant or wildlife habitat.
(4)
Drainage of non-tidal wetlands for the purpose of agriculture shall be done in accordance with a Soil
Conservation and Water Quality Plan, approved by the County Soil Conservation District.
(5)
Best Management Practices (BMPs) for the control of nutrients, animal wastes, pesticides and sediment runoff
shall be used to protect the productivity of the land base and enhance water quality. These practices shall
minimize contamination of surface and groundwater and further, shall minimize adverse effects on plants, fish
and wildlife resources.
(6)
Animal feeding operations, including retention and storage ponds, feed lot waste storage and manure storage
shall minimize the contamination of water bodies.
(7)
Agricultural activity permitted within the Critical Area shall use (BMPs) in accordance with a Soil Conservation
and Water Quality Plan approved by the County Soil Conservation District.
(8)
The definitions contained in Section 5B-106, Definitions, shall also apply to this Division.
(9)
The enforcement and penalties in Section 5B-109, Enforcement, shall also apply to this Division.
(CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-75-2010)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SOIL CONSERVATION AND WATER QUALITY PLANS.
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Sec. 5B-103. - Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans.
(a)
Effective May 13, 1991, each owner of agricultural land in a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone is
required to have in place and be implementing a Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan approved by the
Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(b)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall review and renew Plans at a maximum of five (5) year
intervals.
(c)
The Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans shall:
(1)
Require the implementation of a grassland and manure management program, where appropriate;
(2)
Require that farming activities, including the grazing of livestock, do not disturb stream banks, tidal shorelines,
or other Habitat Protection Areas, as described in the Conservation Manual;
(3)
Prohibit the feeding or watering of livestock within fifty (50) feet of the Mean High Water Line of tidal water
and tributary streams, or from the edge of tidal wetlands, whichever is further inland; and
(4)
Prohibit the clearing of existing natural vegetation in the Buffer; and
(5)
Prohibit the use, storage, or disposal of sludge within the Buffer.
(d)
Until such time as a Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan is implemented to the satisfaction of the
Department of Public Works and Transportation and the Soil Conservation District, existing farms in the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones are required to:
(1)
Maintain a minimum twenty-five (25) foot vegetated filter strip landward from tidal waters, tidal wetlands and
streams (excluding drainage ditches), or from the edge of tidal wetlands, whichever is further inland, and further
provided that:
(A)
The filter strip shall be composed of either trees with a dense ground cover, or other appropriate vegetation, and
shall be so managed as to provide water quality benefits and habitat protection. Noxious weeds, including
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Johnson grass, Canada thistle, and Multiflora rose, which occur in the filter strip, may be controlled by
authorized means; and
(B)
The filter strip shall be expanded by a distance of four (4) feet for every one percent (1%) of slope, for slopes
greater than six percent (6%).
(2)
Further, farmers shall use the following practices:
(A)
Cover crops shall be planted to reduce erosion.
(B)
Nutrients shall be applied at the appropriate time and appropriate methods shall be used.
(C)
Reduced tillage (e.g. Ano-till) practices shall be utilized where practical.
(D)
Crop rotations shall be implemented.
(e)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall provide documentation and periodic updates of approved
Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones to the Director
of the Department of Public Works and Transportation.
(f)
Agricultural activities in the Buffer. Agricultural activities are permitted in the Buffer, if, as a minimum best
management practice, a twenty-five (25) foot vegetated filter strip measured landward from the Mean High Tide
Line of tidal waters or tributary streams, or from the edge of tidal wetlands, whichever is further inland, is
established and further provided that:
(1)
The filter strip shall be composed of either trees with a dense ground cover or a thick sod of grass and shall be so
managed as to provide water quality benefits and habitat protection consistent with the policies stated above.
Noxious weeds, including Johnson grass, Canada thistle, and Multiflora rose, which occur in the filter strip, may
be controlled by authorized means;
(2)
The filter strip shall be expanded by a distance of four (4) feet for every one percent (1%) of slope, for slopes
greater than six percent (6%);
(3)
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The twenty-five (25) foot vegetated filter shall be maintained until such time as the landowner is implementing,
under an approved Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan, a program of (BMPs) for the specific purposes of
improving water quality and protecting plant and wildlife habitat; and provided that the portion of the Soil
Conservation and Water Quality Plan implemented achieves the water quality and habitat protection objectives
of the twenty-five (25) foot vegetated filter strip;
(4)
Clearing of existing vegetation in the Buffer is not allowed; and
(5)
Farming activities, including the grazing of livestock, shall not disturb stream banks, tidal shorelines or other
Habitat Protection Areas as described in Subtitle 5B.
(g)
When agricultural uses in the Buffer area cease and a new use is proposed, the Buffer shall be established in
forest vegetation. The Buffer shall be established landward from the mean high water line of tidal waters, the
edge of tributary streams, and the edge of wetlands. In establishing the Buffer, management measures shall be
undertaken to provide forest vegetation that assures the Buffer functions set forth in that section of the Subtitle.
(CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-104. - Vegetated filter strip.
(a)
Until such time as a Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan is implemented to the satisfaction of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, existing farms in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zones are required to maintain a minimum twenty-five (25) foot vegetated filter strip landward from
tidal waters, tidal wetlands, and streams (excluding drainage ditches), or from the edge of tidal wetlands,
whichever is further inland, and further provided that:
(1)
The filter strip shall be composed of either trees with a dense ground cover, or other appropriate vegetation, and
shall be so managed as to provide water quality benefits and habitat protection. Noxious weeds, including
Johnson grass, Canada thistle, and multiflora rose, which occur in the filter strip, may be controlled by
authorized means; and
(2)
The filter strip shall be expanded by a distance of four (4) feet for every one percent (1%) of slope, for slopes
greater than six percent (6%).
(CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-27-2014)
SUBDIVISION 3. - CREATION OF NEW FARMLAND.
Sec. 5B-105. - Prohibitions.
(a)
In a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, new farmland may not be created:
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(1)
By diking, draining, or filling of any class or subclass of wetlands, as described in the Code of Maryland
Regulations ("COMAR") 14.15.09.02 and in Subtitle 5B, which have a seasonally flooded or wetter than
seasonably flooded water regime, unless mitigation is accomplished as provided by COMAR 14.15.09.02; or
(2)
By clearing of forests and woodland or soils with a slope of greater than fifteen percent (15%); or on soils with
"K value" greater than thirty-five percent (35%) and a slope greater than five percent (5%); or
(3)
In the vegetated Buffer as defined in Section 5B-102(a)(4) existing (as of May 13, 1986) landward from the
Mean High Water Line of tidal waters, tributary streams, and tidal wetlands; or
(4)
If the clearing adversely affects water quality or will destroy wildlife habitat, as defined in COMAR 14.15.09
and in the Environmental Technical Manual.
(b)
The prohibitions contained in this Subdivision shall be included on every Soil Conservation and Water Quality
Plan filed.
(CB-74-1987; CB-62-1989; CB-75-2010)
SUBDIVISION 4. - RESERVED.
Sec. 5B-106 through Sec. 5B-107. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - URBAN AND RURAL LAND DEVELOPMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 5B-108. - Definitions.
(a)
Applicability. For the purpose of this Subtitle, the following terms, phrases, and words and their derivations shall
have the meaning given herein:
(1)
Abatement. The act of putting an end to a land alteration, development activity, or other action cited as a
violation under this Subdivision. Abatement includes the act of reducing the degree or intensity of the alteration,
activity, or action.
(2)
Afforestation. The establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands either through the planting
of trees on an area from which trees have always or very long been absent, or the planting of open areas which
are not presently in forest cover.
(3)
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Agricultural easement. A non-possessory interest in land that restricts the conversion of use of the land,
preventing non-agricultural uses.
(4)
Agricultural Land. Those lands which are assessed agricultural for tax purposes.
(5)
Agriculture. All methods of production and management of livestock, crops, vegetation, and soil. This includes,
but is not limited to, the related activities of tillage, fertilization, pest control, harvesting, and marketing. It also
includes, but is not limited to, the activities of feeding, housing, and maintaining of animals such as cattle, dairy
cows, sheep, goats, hogs, horses, and poultry, and handling their by-products.
(6)
Andromous fish. Fish that travel upstream from their primary habitat in the ocean to freshwater in order to
spawn.
(7)
Andromous fish propagation waters. Those streams that are tributaries to the Chesapeake Bay where spawning
of andromous species of fish (e.g., rockfish, yellow perch, white perch, shad, and river herring) occurs or has
occurred.
(8)
Aquaculture.
(A)
Farming or culturing of finfish, shellfish, other aquatic plants or animals or both, in lakes, streams, inlets,
estuaries, and other natural or artificial water bodies or impoundments.
(B)
Activities include hatching, cultivating, planting, feeding, raising, and harvesting of aquatic plants and animals
and the maintenance and construction of necessary equipment, buildings, and growing areas.
(C)
Cultivation methods include, but are not limited to, seed or larvae development and grow-out facilities, fish
pens, shellfish rafts, racks and loglines, seaweed floats and the culture of clams and oysters on tidelands and sub
tidal areas.
For the purpose of this definition, related activities such as wholesale and retail sales, processing and product
storage facilities are not considered aqua cultural practices.
(9)
Best Management Practices (BMPs). Those conservation practices or systems of practices and management
measures that control soil and nutrient loss and reduce water quality degradation caused by nutrients, animal
waste, toxics, and sediment, including, but not limited to, strip cropping, terracing, contour stripping, grass
waterways, animal waste structures, ponds, minimal tillage, grass and naturally vegetated filter strips, and proper
nutrient application measures.
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(10)
Bona fide Intra-family Transfer. A transfer to a member of the owner's immediate family of a portion of the
owner's property for the purpose of establishing a residence for that family member. See "immediate family."
(11)
Breeding bird areas. Wooded areas where the occurrence of interior dwelling birds, during the breeding season,
has been demonstrated as a result of on-site surveys using standard biological survey techniques.
(12)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area or Critical Area (CBCA). All lands and waters defined in § 8-1807 of the Natural
Resources Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. This includes: (a) all waters of and lands under the Chesapeake
Bay and its tributaries to the head of tide, and State and private wetlands designated under Title 16 of the
Environment Article; (b) all land and water within one thousand (1,000) feet beyond the resources identified in
(a); and (c) Modification to these areas through inclusions or exclusions proposed by local jurisdictions and
approved by the Commission as specified in § 8-1807 of the Natural Resources Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(13)
Clear cutting. Removal of the entire stand of trees in one cutting with tree reproduction obtained by natural
seeding from adjacent stands or from trees that were cut from advanced regeneration or stump sprouts or from
planting of seeds or seedlings by man.
(14)
Clearing. The removal of trees, understory trees, saplings, shrubs or herbaceous plants even if the stumps or root
systems remain intact. Clearing includes using a mechanical device to remove vegetation (e.g. bush hogging).
Horticultural practices necessary to maintain the health of individual trees are not restricted, but must be
approved if associated with any disturbance in the buffer.
(15)
Colonial nesting water birds. Herons, egrets, terns, and glossy ibis. For the purposes of nesting, these birds
congregate (that is "colonize") in relatively few areas, at which time, the regional populations of these species
are highly susceptible to local disturbances.
(16)
Commercial logging. See "timber harvesting."
(17)
Commission. Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays.
(18)
Community piers. Boat docking facilities associated with subdivisions or similar residential areas, and with
condominium, apartment and other multiple family dwelling units. Private piers are excluded from this
definition.
(19)

745/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Conservation Agreement. A formal agreement which commits a grading or building permit applicant to the
execution of various approved elements of an approved conservation plan, planting plan or buffer management
plan, including a stormwater management concept plan, an erosion and sedimentation concept plan, a vegetation
management plan, and other plans which may be required by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or the Prince George's County Planning Board. Conservation Agreements shall be recorded in the
land records prior to permit issuance.
(20)
Conservation Easement. A recorded easement established for the protection of sensitive resources within the
Critical Area.
(21)
Conservation Plan. A plan developed in accordance with this Subtitle and the applicable provisions of Subtitles
24 and 27 which demonstrates how a project has been designed to meet the specific Chesapeake Bay Critical
Area criteria. The Conservation Plan consists of a stormwater management concept plan, an erosion and
sedimentation concept plan, a vegetation management plan, and such other plans relating to environmental
systems as may be required by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, the Prince George's County Health Department, the Prince George's County
Department of Public Works and Transportation, the Prince George's County Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, or the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(22)
Contiguous. Touching and sharing a common point or line.
(23)
Corrective Order. A notice to the owner and/or person responsible for corrective actions to a violation to this
subtitle which shall be completed within the specified time as indicated in the order.
(24)
County. Prince George's County, Maryland.
(25)
Cover crop. Establishment of a vegetative cover to protect soils from erosion and to restrict pollutants from
entering the waterways. Cover crops can be dense, planted crops of grasses or legumes, or crop residues such as
corn, wheat or soybean stubble which maximize infiltration and prevent runoff from reaching erosive velocities.
(26)
Critical Area Buffer ("the Buffer"). An area that is immediately landward from mean high water of tidal waters,
the edge of bank of a tributary stream, or the edge of a tidal wetland; and exists or may be established in, natural
vegetation to protect a stream, tidal wetland, tidal water, or terrestrial environments from human disturbance.
Delineation of the Buffer is described in Section 5B-121(a).
(27)
Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays. Previously referred to as the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission and the entity charged with state oversight for compliance and/or
enforcement of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Title 9.
(28)
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Density. The number of dwelling units per acre of net lot area. In the R-C-O Zone, the gross tract acreage is used
to calculate density except as noted in Section 5B-115(f).
(29)
Developed woodlands. Those areas of vegetation that do not meet the definition of woodlands, but which
contain trees and other natural vegetation and which also include residential, commercial, or industrial structures
and uses.
(30)
Developer. A person who undertakes development activity as defined in this Ordinance; or a person who
undertakes development activity as defined in this Subtitle.
(31)
Development. Any activity that materially affects the condition or use of dry land, land under water, or any
structure.
(32)
Development activities. Human activity that results in disturbance to land, natural vegetation, or a structure.
(33)
Director. Director of the Prince George's County, Maryland, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement.
(34)
Disturbance. The alteration or change in land surfaces and any amount of clearing, grading or construction
activity.
(35)
Ecosystem. A self-contained biological community together with the physical environment in which the
community's organisms occur.
(36)
Endangered species. Any species of fish wildlife, or plants that have been designated as "endangered" or
"endangered extirpated" by regulation of the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources in Code of
Maryland Regulations COMAR 08.03.08. This includes any species determined to be an "endangered" species
pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act.
(37)
Environmental Technical Manual. A technical manual, as approved and amended by the Planning Board from
time to time, that contains the technical requirements for conformance to the Critical Area regulations.
(38)
Erosion and sediment control plan. An erosion and sediment control strategy or plan, to minimize erosion and
prevent off-site sedimentation by containing sediment on-site or by passing sediment laden runoff through a
sediment control measure, prepared and approved in accordance with the specific requirements of the Prince
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George's Soil Conservation District and Subtitle 4 of the Prince George's County Code, and designed in
accordance with the Standards and Specifications.
(39)
Establishment of a buffer. The creation of a vegetated area or planted area that provides vegetative cover
throughout the Buffer.
(40)
Fisheries activities. Commercial water dependent fisheries facilities including structures for the parking,
processing, canning, or freezing of finfish, crustaceans, mollusks, amphibians and reptiles and also including
related activities such as wholesale and retail sales product storage facilities, crab shedding, off-loading docks,
shellfish culture operations, and shore-based facilities necessary for aquacultural operations.
(41)
Forest. See "woodlands."
(42)
Forest Management Plan. A plan prepared in conformance with Subtitle 25.
(43)
Forest interior dwelling birds. Species of birds that require relatively large forested tracts in order to breed
successfully (e.g., various species of flycatchers, warblers, vireos, and woodpeckers).
(44)
Forest interior dwelling bird habitat. Woodland areas of sufficient size as to be favorable to the breeding of forest
interior dwelling bird species which are assumed to be present if the majority of the forest is dominated by polesized or larger trees (five inches or greater diameter at breast height), or has a closed canopy; and meets one the
following conditions:
(A)
The woodlands are a minimum of 50 acres in size and contain at least 10 acres of "forest interior" habitat which
is located more than 300 feet from the nearest forest edge; or
(B)
Riparian forests at least 50 acres in size with a minimum average width of 300 feet within the watershed of a
regulated stream.
(45)
Forest management activity. Activities such as the harvesting of forest products, thinning, wildlife habitat
protection, and watershed protection as identified on an approved Forest Management Plan.
(46)
Highly erodible soils. Those soils with a slope greater than 15 percent or those soils with a K value greater than
0.35 and with slopes greater than 5 percent.
(47)
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Historic waterfowl staging and concentration area. An area of open water and adjacent marshes where waterfowl
gather during migration and throughout the winter season. These areas are historic in the sense that their location
is common knowledge and because these areas have been used regularly during recent times.
(48)
Hydric soils. Soils that are wet frequently enough to periodically produce anaerobic conditions, thereby
influencing the species composition of growth, or both, of plants on those soils.
(49)
Hydrophytic vegetation. Those plants cited in "Vascular Plant Species Occurring in Maryland Wetlands"
(Dawson, F. et al., 1985), which are described as growing in water or on a substrate that is at least periodically
deficient in oxygen as a result of excessive water content (plants typically found in water habitats).
(50)
In-kind replacement. The replacement of a structure with another structure that is identical to the original
structure in all dimensions including footprint area, width, and length, and is also identical in use.
(51)
Intensely Developed Overlay (I-D-O) Zone. As specified in Subtitle 27, an overlay zone that includes:
(A)
An area with a housing density of at least four dwelling units per acre; or
(B)
An area with public water and sewer systems with a housing density of more than three dwelling units per acre.
(52)
K-value. The soil erodibility factor in the Universal Soil Loss Equation.
(53)
Limited Development Overlay (L-D-O) zone. An area that includes:
(A)
an area with a housing density ranging from one dwelling unit per five acres up to four dwelling units per acre;
(B)
an area with a public water or sewer system;
(C)
an area that is not dominated by agricultural land, wetland, forests, surface water, or open space;
(54)
Lot area, gross. The total area of a tract of land, including all land area which is to be conveyed for "public
facilities" exclusive of the area that lies within state wetlands.
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(55)
Lot area, net. The gross lot area minus the 100-year floodplain.
(56)
Lot consolidation. A combination or adjustment of any legal parcels of land or record lots in accordance with
Subtitle 24, in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(57)
Lot coverage in the Critical Area. The percentage of a gross area of a lot or parcel that is existing or proposed to
be (1) occupied by a structure, accessory structure, parking area, driveway, walkway, impermeable deck or
stairway, or roadway; or (2) covered with, gravel, stone, shell, impermeable decking, pavers, permeable
pavement, or any manmade material. Lot coverage in the Critical Area does not include (1) a fence or wall that
is less than one-foot in width that has not been constructed with a footer; (2) a walkway in the Primary or
Secondary Buffer, including a stairway that provides direct access to a community or private pier; (3) a wood
mulch pathway, or (4) a deck with gaps to allow water to pass freely.
(58)
Marina. Any facility for the mooring, berthing, storing, or securing of watercraft, but not including community
piers and other non-commercial boat docking and storage facilities.
(59)
Mean high water line. The average level of high tides at a given location.
(60)
Mitigation. An action taken to compensate for adverse impacts to the environment resulting from development, a
development activity, or a change in land use or intensity.
(61)
Natural Heritage Area. Any communities of plants or animals that are considered to be among the best statewide
examples of their kind, and are designated by regulation by the Secretary of the Department of Natural
Resources.
(62)
Natural regeneration. The establishment or re-establishment of a biological community of woodlands from
nearby seed sources without afforestation.
(63)
Natural vegetation. Those plant communities that develop in the absence of human activities.
(64)
New development. For purposes of implementing specific provisions of this Subtitle, new development (as
opposed to redevelopment) means a development activity that takes place on a property with pre-development
CBCA lot coverage of less than 15 percent as of December 1, 1985.
(65)
750/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Non-point source pollution. Pollution generated by diffuse land use activities rather than from an identifiable or
discrete facility, and which is conveyed to waterways through natural processes, such as rainfall, stormwater
runoff, or groundwater seepage rather than by deliberate discharge. Non-point source pollution is not generally
corrected by "end-of-pipe" treatment, but rather by changes in land management practices.
(66)
Nontidal wetland. An area which:
(A)
Is inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under
normal circumstances supports a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions;
or
(B)
Is identified as a "wetland" in accordance with the Federal Manual.
(67)
Palustrine. All non-tidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent emergent plants, or emergent mosses or
lichens and all such wetlands that occur in tidal areas where the salinity due to ocean-derived salts is below onehalf part per one thousand (1,000) parts of water.
(68)
Person. Includes an individual, partnership, corporation, contractor, property owner, or any other person or
entity.
(69)
Physiographic features. The soils, topography, land slope and aspect, and local climate that influence the form
and species composition of plant communities.
(70)
Planning Board. The Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission
(71)
Planning Director. That person responsible for the functions of the Prince George's County Planning Department
of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(72)
Plant habitat. A community of plants commonly identifiable by the composition of its vegetation and its
physiographic characteristics.
(73)
Port. A facility or area established or designated by the state or Prince George's County for purposes of
waterborne commerce.
(74)
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Primary Buffer. The area one hundred (100) feet from the mean high water line of tidal waters, the edge of the
bank of tributary streams, and the landward extent of tidal wetlands.
(75)
Prince George's Soil Conservation District. One of twenty-four (24) soil conservation districts created pursuant
to the Annotated Code of Maryland, Agricultural Article, Subtitle 3.
(76)
Private wetlands. Any area of a lot or parcel not considered a "state wetland" bordering on or lying beneath tidal
waters, which is subject to regular or periodic tidal action and supports aquatic growth. Private wetlands include
wetlands transferred by the state by a valid grant, lease, patent, or grant confirmed by Article 5 of the Maryland
Declaration of Rights, to the extent of the interest transferred.
(77)
Program. The Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Protection Program of Prince George's County.
(78)
Project approvals. The approval of development, other than development by the state or local government in the
Critical Area by the appropriate local approval authority. This term includes approval of subdivision plans and
site plans; inclusion of areas within floating zones; issuance of variances, special exceptions, and conditional use
permits; and issuance of zoning permits, but does not include building permits.
(79)
Public water-oriented recreation. Shore-dependent recreation facilities or activities provided by public agencies
which are available to the general public.
(82)
Redevelopment. The process of developing land which is or has been developed.
(83)
Reforestation. The establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands through the planting of trees
on an area from which trees were recently removed.
(84)
Regulated stream. Streams that have water flowing year-round during a typical year and streams that have water
flowing during certain times of the year when groundwater provides for stream flow. Water flow can be
identified by a defined channel and movement of leaf litter and debris by the movement of water. During dry
periods some regulated streams may not have flowing water. Streams that only have water flowing during, or for
a short duration after, precipitation events in a typical year are not regulated streams. This definition includes
"perennial", "intermittent" and "tributary" streams and does not include "ephemeral" streams.
(85)
Restoration. The act of returning a site or area to an original state or any action that reestablishes all or a portion
of the ecological structure and functions of a site or area.
(86)
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Riparian habitat. A habitat that is strongly influenced by water and which occurs adjacent to streams, shorelines,
and wetlands.
(87)
Secondary Buffer. Areas contiguous to the primary buffer which are essential for the buffer to perform all of its
integral functions, including but not limited to, palustrine non-tidal wetlands, steep and severe slopes in excess
of fifteen percent (15%), highly erodible soils, hydrologic soil (Group D), and the one hundred (100) year
floodplain. The primary and secondary buffers, combined, constitute the "Buffer" in a Critical Area Overlay
Zone.
(88)
Severe slopes. Slopes of 25 percent or greater incline.
(89)
Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan. Land use plans for farms that assist farmers in making the best
possible use of their soil and water resources, while protecting and conserving those resources for the future.
(90)
Species in need of conservation. Those fish and wildlife whose continued existence as part of the state's
resources are in question and which may be designated by regulation by the Secretary of Natural Resources as in
need of conservation pursuant to the requirements of Natural Resources Articles 10-2A-06 and 4-2A-03,
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(91)
State wetlands. Any land under the navigable waters of the state below the mean high tide, affected by the
regular rise and fall of the tide. Wetlands of this category which have been transferred by the state by valid grant,
lease, patent or grant confirmed by Article 5 of the Maryland Declaration of Rights shall be considered "private
wetlands" to the extent of the interest transferred.
(92)
Steep Slopes. Slopes of 15 percent or greater incline.
(93)
Streams. See "Regulated Streams."
(94)
Structure. Anything constructed or erected on or over land that may or may not result in lot coverage.
(95)
Substantial alteration. Any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a principal structure, where the proposed
footprint equals or exceeds 50 percent of the existing principal structure.
(96)
Surface mining.
(A)
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Breaking of the surface soil in order to extract or remove minerals.
(B)
Any activity or process constituting all or part of a process for the extraction or removal of minerals from their
original location.
(C)
Extraction of sand, gravel, rock, stone, earth, or fill from borrow pits for highway.
(D)
Construction purposes or other public facilities.
(E)
Operations engaged in processing minerals at the site of extraction.
(F)
Removal of overburden and mining of limited amount of any mineral when done for the purpose of prospecting
and to the extent necessary to determine the location, quantity, or quality of any natural deposit.
(G)
Mining operations, if the affected land exceeds one (1) acre or more in area.
(97)
Threatened species. Any species of fish, wildlife, or plants designated as such by regulation by the Secretary of
the Department of Natural Resources in COMAR 08.03.08 that appears likely, within the foreseeable future, to
become endangered, including any species of wildlife or plant determined to be a "threatened" species pursuant
to the Federal Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq., as amended.
(98)
Timber harvesting or logging. The severing of any size tree above ground level leaving the root system and all
stumps intact, except for the purpose of providing a temporary access for some other use.
(99)
Tidal wetlands. All state and private tidal wetlands, marshes, submerged aquatic vegetation, lands and open
water affected by the daily and periodic rise and fall of the tide within the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.
(100)
Topography. The existing configuration of the earth's surface including the relative relief, elevation, and position
of land features.
(101)
Transportation facilities. Anything that is built, installed, or established to provide a means of transport from one
place to another.
(102)
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Tributary streams. See "Regulated Streams."
(103)
Unwarranted hardship means that without a variance, an applicant would be denied reasonable and significant
use of the entire parcel or lot for which the variance is requested.
(104)
Utility transmission facilities. Fixed structures that convey or distribute resources, wastes, or both, including but
not limited to electrical lines, water conduits and sewer lines.
(105)
Wash plant. A facility where sand and gravel is washed during processing.
(106)
Water-based aquaculture. The raising of fish and shellfish in any natural, open, free-flowing water body.
(107)
Water-dependent facilities. Those structures or works associated with industrial, maritime recreational,
educational, or fisheries activities that require location at or near the shoreline within the Buffer specified within
the 100-foot Buffer section of this Ordinance. An activity is water-dependent if it cannot exist outside the Buffer
and is dependent on the water by reason of the intrinsic nature of its operation. These activities include, but are
not limited to, ports, the intake and outfall structures of power plants, water-use industries, marinas and other
boat docking structures, public beaches and other public water-oriented recreation areas, and fisheries activities.
Excluded from this regulation are individual private piers installed or maintained by riparian landowners, and
which are not part of a subdivision which provides community piers.
(108)
Water-use industry. An industry that requires location near the shoreline because it utilizes surface waters for
cooling or other internal purposes.
(109)
Waterfowl. Birds that frequent and often swim in water, nest and raise their young near water, and derive at least
part of their food from aquatic plants and animals.
(110)
Wildlife corridor. A strip of land having vegetation that provides habitat and safe passage for wildlife.
(111)
Wildlife habitat. Those plant communities and natural features that provide food, water and cover, nesting, and
foraging or feeding conditions necessary to maintain populations of animals in the Critical Area.
(112)
Woodlands. A perpetual biological community dominated by trees and other woody or herbaceous plants
covering a land area of 10,000 square feet or greater. This includes areas that have at least 100 trees per acre
with at least 50 trees that are 2 inches or greater in diameter at breast height. This also includes areas that have
been timber harvested where the stumps remain in place for future regeneration. The terms "woodland," "forest,"
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and "forest cover" are synonymous and do not include orchards or other areas without multiple layers of woody
and herbaceous vegetation.
(CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-109. - Purpose and Intent.
(a)
Intent. To implement a Prince George's County Critical Area Program countywide in response to and compliance
with legislation passed by the Maryland General Assembly in 1984 to address the decline of the quality and
productivity of the waters of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The decline was found to have resulted, in
part, from cumulative effects of human activity that caused increased levels of pollutants, nutrients and toxins, as
well as a decline in protective land uses such as forest and agricultural lands in the Bay region. In 2002, the
Atlantic Coastal Bays were added by the Maryland General Assembly to the Critical Area Program because
these waterways also had begun to experience similar declines.
(b)
Purpose. In accordance with the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Section 8-1801, et.
seq., Prince George's County adopted it's Critical Area Program on May 30, 1990 and as amended from time to
time for the following purposes:
(1)
To establish a resource protection program for the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Coastal Bays and their
tributaries by fostering more sensitive development activity for identified shoreline areas so as to minimize
impacts to water quality and natural habitants;
(2)
To implement a resource protection program on a cooperative basis between Prince George's County and the
State in order to implement a comprehensive, uniform and consistent Program that is subject to State Criteria
and oversight; and
(3)
To administer an effective Program that will positively affect the quality of life, health, safety and welfare of the
citizens of Prince George's County by enhancing and/or restoring the quality and productivity of the waters of
the county associated with the Chesapeake Bay, Atlantic Coastal Bay, and their tributaries.
(c)
Goals. The goals of Prince George's County's Critical Area Program are:
(1)
To minimize adverse impacts on water quality resulting from pollutants that are discharged from structures or
run off from surrounding lands;
(2)
To conserve fish, wildlife, and plant habitat; and
(3)
756/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

To establish land use policies for development in the Critical Area that accommodate growth, as well as address
the environmental impacts that the number, movement, and activities of people may have on said area.
(d)
Policies. The policies of the Prince George's County Critical Area Program are generally intended to
accommodate already existing land uses and growth within the Critical Area, while providing for the
conservation of habitat and protection of water quality and include the following:
(1)
Protection of threatened and endangered species, those species in need of conservation and their habitats, which
occur in the Critical Area;
(2)
Conservation of wildlife habitat in the Critical Area;
(3)
Protection of those wildlife habitats that tend to be least abundant or which may become so in the future if
current land-use trends continue;
(4)
Protection of those wildlife habitat types which are required to support the continued present of various species;
(5)
Protection of those wildlife habitat types and plant communities which are of local significance; and
(6)
Protection of Natural Heritage Areas.
(CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-110. - Applicability and Administration.
(a)
Implementation. The Critical Area Program regulates vegetation removal, development activities and resource
utilization activities, e.g., agriculture and forestry, within the Critical Area. The Critical Area provisions as set
forth herein and in all other applicable regulations, supersede any inconsistent law, section or plan of the county.
In the case of conflicting provisions, the stricter provisions shall apply. The Department of Parks and Recreation
is considered a state agency for review of projects in the Critical Area per COMAR 27.02.05.
(b)
Critical Area Program. The Critical Area Program became effective on November 17, 1989. The Program
consists of this subtitle and related subtitles of the County Code passed by the County Council and Critical Area
maps approved as part of the initial Program approval by the State of Maryland.
(c)
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Regulated Activities and Applicability. An applicant applying for a permit to pursue activities within the Critical
Area, including, but not limited to, vegetation removal, development or redevelopment, grading, sediment and
erosion control, timber harvesting, shoreline erosion control, installation of a septic system and/or drainage filed,
operation of a commercial or private marina or other water-related commercial or industrial operation (public or
private), mining (surface or sub-surface) or quarrying, farming or other agricultural related activities shall have
obtained all required permits prior to initiation of the requested activity.
(d)
Responsible Agencies. Review of applications for Staff Level Review are the responsibility of Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Review of applications for the review of Conservation Plans are the
responsibility of The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. Review of permits and
enforcement of this Subtitle are the responsibility of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement. Should an infraction of the provisions contained in any law, regulation, or plan related to the
Critical Area Program be brought to the attention of any county or state official, said official shall contact the
Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to consult with, and when appropriate, the County
Attorney, to determine the proper remedial course of action if required. The Director of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement or the Director's designee shall inform the Critical Area Commission (CAC) about the
infraction and any decision made regarding remedial action. The CAC, at its discretion, may also take remedial
action under the authority given it by state law.
(e)
State and Local Government Projects.
(1)
Applicability. For all development in the Critical Area conducted by County agencies, the projects shall adhere
to COMAR 27.02.02, COMAR 27.02.04, COMAR 27.02.05 and COMAR 27.02.06. If applicable, consistency
reports shall be submitted to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission.
(2)
Procedures. The government agency proposing a development project within the Critical Area shall work with
the Planning Department to identify the appropriate procedures for determining compliance with the Critical
Area requirements.
(3)
Standards for projects of local significance. For any government development activity within the Critical Area,
the agency proposing the project shall work with the Planning Department to ensure that the project is consistent
with all of the provisions and requirements of the Critical Area Program. The Planning Department shall prepare
a consistency report and submit a copy of the report with relevant plans and information about the project to the
Critical Area Commission. If the Commission determines that the proposed project requires Commission review,
then the Commission shall notify the local jurisdiction within 15 days of receipt of the report, and the project
shall be reviewed in accordance with the provisions in paragraph (4) below. If the project does not require
Commission review, as determined by the Commission, then it may be reviewed by the Planning Department
and approved as appropriate by the Planning Director or the Director's designee.
(4)
Standards for Commission review. New major development by the State or a County agency shall, to the extent
practical be located outside the Critical Area. If the siting of the development in the Critical Area is unavoidable
because of water dependency or other locational requirements that cannot be satisfied outside the Critical Area,
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the sponsoring agency shall seek approval from the Critical Area Commission and shall provide the following
information:
(A)
Findings and supporting documentation showing the extent to which the project or development is consistent
with the provisions and requirements of the Critical Area Program and the provisions of this Subtitle; and
(B)
An evaluation of the effects of the project on the County's Critical Area Program.
(5)
Notice requirements for Commission review. Public notice is required for all major development projects unless
the development is covered by a general approval from the Commission. Public notice shall follow the Planning
Board's administrative procedures and include posting in accordance with Subtitle 27.
(A)
Public notice shall be the responsibility of the County agency proposing the project and the agency shall, as part
of its submittal to the Critical Area Commission, provide evidence that:
(i)
Public notice was published for one business day in a newspaper of general circulation in the geographic area
where the proposed development would occur;
(ii)
The publication included the identity of the sponsoring State agency or local agency; description of the proposed
development; the street address of the affected land and a statement that its location is in the Critical Area; and
the name and contact information of the person within the sponsoring State agency or local agency designated to
receive public comment, including a fax number and email address, and the deadline for receipt of public
comment;
(iii)
At least 14 days were provided for public comment; and
(iv)
The property proposed for development was posted in accordance with the provisions noted herein.
(B)
In addition to the public notice required above, public notice may be provided by electronic posting on a
website, on the website of a newspaper of general circulation in the geographic area where the proposed
development would occur, or by notification to a neighborhood association or residents of a particular
geographic area.
(C)
Evidence of public notice to be submitted to the Commission shall include the following documentation:
(i)
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The name of the newspaper and the date on which the notice was published;
(ii)
A copy of the public notice as it was published in the newspaper; and
(iii)
A copy of each written comment received in response to the public notice.
(6)
Posting requirements for major development. The sponsoring agency for any major development project shall
ensure that a sign is posted on the property indicating that the site is proposed for major development. Posting
shall meet the requirements of Subtitle 27. On a date not later than the date on which the notice is published in
the newspaper, the sign shall be posted in a conspicuous location on the development site and remain there until
after the Critical Area Commission has voted on the development.
(f)
Zoning Ordinance. Subtitle 27 of the County Code contains the regulations regarding zoning and uses allowed in
the Critical Area.
(g)
Subdivision Ordinance. Subtitle 24 of the County Code contains the regulations regarding the subdivision of
property in the Critical Area.
(h)
Grading, Stormwater and Building Ordinances are found in Subtitle 32, Water Resources Protection and Grading
Code and Subtitle 4, the Building Ordinance, which contain regulations with regard to the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area.
(i)
Project Notification. Copies of applications for all developments, subdivisions, and site plans wholly or partially
within the Critical Area as specified in COMAR 27.03.01 shall be sent to the Critical Area Commission. The
application shall be accompanied by a completed "Project Notification Application" form. The Commission
shall send written notification of receipt of the application within five business days. An application which has
been sent to the Commission for notification cannot be processed until notice of receipt by the Commission has
been received. Any action in violation of this procedure shall be void.
(j)
Growth Allocation.
(1)
Growth allocation means the number of acres of land in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area that may be used to
create new I-D-O Zones and L-D-O Zones from existing L-D-O and Resource Overlay Zones. The growth
allocation shall be calculated based on five percent of the total R-C-O Zone in the County at the time of the
original approval of the Program by the Commission, not including tidal wetlands or land owned by the federal
government.
(2)
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At the time of adoption, approximately 693.3 acres were placed within the IDO. 1,438.5 acres were in the LDO
and 13,596.3 acres were in the RCO. Within the RCO, approximately 1,045.5 acres were in federal ownership
and approximately 5,743.1 acres were tidal wetlands. The total allocation available at the time of adoption was
5% of the RCO or approximately 328.4 acres. Subsequent to adoption of the initial overlay zones, amendments
were approved that resulted in the use of growth allocation.
(3)
The provisions for application and approval of growth allocation are provided in Subtitle 27.
(k)
Program Changes. The County Council may from time to time amend the County Critical Area Program.
Critical Area Program changes include, but are not limited to, amendments, revisions, and modifications to
zoning regulations, subdivision regulations, Critical Area Maps, implementation procedures, and local policies
that affect the County's Program. All such amendments, revisions, and modifications shall also be approved by
the Critical Area Commission as established in Section 8-1809 of the Critical Area Law and shall not be
officially implemented without approval of the Critical Area Commission. Standards and procedures for Critical
Area Commission approval of proposed amendments are as set forth in the Critical Area Law Section 8-1809(i)
and Section 8-1809(d), respectively.
(l)
Comprehensive Reviews. The Critical Area Program shall be reviewed, and any necessary amendments
proposed to the entire Program, including Critical Area Maps, at least every six years. The anniversary of the
date that the last Program update became effective shall be used to determine when the review shall be
completed.
(l)
Within 60 days after the completion of the review, the following information will be submitted in writing to the
Commission:
(A)
A statement certifying that the required review has been accomplished;
(B)
All necessary requests for Program amendments, Program refinements, or other matters that the County wishes
the Commission to consider;
(C)
An updated resource inventory;
(D)
A statement quantifying acreages within each land classification, the growth allocation used, and the growth
allocation remaining.
(2)
When an amendment is requested, the amendment shall be submitted to the County Council. After the County
Council approves an amendment, the Director shall forward their decision and applicable ordinances and
resolutions along with the amendment request to the Critical Area Commission for final approval.
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(3)
When a request for review and approval of changes to any element of the Critical Area Program is submitted to
the Commission, including, but not limited to, the zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations, or Critical Area
Maps, the request will include all relevant information necessary for the Chairman of the Commission, and as
appropriate, the Commission, to evaluate the changes. The Chairman, and as appropriate, the Commission, shall
determine if the requests for Program changes are consistent with the purposes, policies, goals, and provisions of
the Critical Area Law and all Criteria of the Commission.
(4)
Critical Area Commission Decision. In accordance with the determination of consistency outlined above, the
Commission chair, or as appropriate, the Commission will:
(A)
Approve the proposed Program refinement or amendment and notify the local jurisdiction;
(B)
Deny the proposed Program refinement or amendment;
(C)
Approve the proposed Program refinement or amendment subject to one or more conditions; or
(D)
Return the proposed Program refinement or amendment to the County with a list of changes to be made.
(m)
Zoning Map Amendments. Except for Program amendments or Program refinements developed during a sixyear comprehensive review, a zoning map amendment may only be granted by the District Council upon proof
of a mistake in the existing zoning. This requirement does not apply to proposed changes to a zoning map that
meet the following criteria:
(1)
Are wholly consistent with the land classifications in the adopted Program; or
(2)
Propose the use of growth allocation in accordance with the growth allocation provisions of this Subtitle.
(n)
Special Exceptions and Variances in the Critical Area. The Zoning Ordinance (Subtitle 27) contains provisions
regarding the uses allowed by Special Exception and the required findings for the approval of Variances.
(o)
Approval of Variances. Variances from the requirements of this Division of the County Code shall be approved
by the Planning Board as part of its review of an associated Conservation Plan.
(CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-65-2014; CB-99-2021)
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Sec. 5B-111. - Enforcement.
(a)
Applicability. The purpose of this chapter is to establish enforcement procedures to identify violations, assess
civil penalties, and require abatement, restoration, and mitigation for violations to the Critical Area Program.
(1)
The provisions of this Section are in accordance with the Critical Area Act and Criteria, and as set out in any
other applicable ordinances and regulations, apply throughout the Critical Area and supersede any inconsistent
law, regulation, ordinance or plan. In the case of conflicting provisions, the stricter provisions shall apply.
(2)
If a lot or parcel has an approved Conservation Plan prior to the effective date of the 2014 Critical Area
Boundary Map, the Conservation Plan, Conservation Agreement and any associated Conservation Easements
remain in full force and effect until:
(i)
the plan, agreement and/or easement are revised, approved and re-recorded or
(ii)
using the Staff Level Review process a determination is made by the Director or the Director's designee that the
property is no longer within the Critical Area and the approved plan is abandoned.
(b)
Implementing Agencies and Compliance Officials. These provisions shall be implemented and enforced by the
by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and/or the Director's authorized
representative. The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall enforce,
supervise and delegate enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle through the staff of the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Should any infraction of provisions contained in this Subtitle, or
under any law, Chapter or plan related to the County's Critical Area Program provisions or requirements, be
brought to the attention of any official of the County, said official shall immediately contact the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or his/her designee, and when appropriate, in
consultation with the County Attorney, to determine the proper remedial course of action.
(1)
The Director or the Director's authorized representative shall enforce, and supervise and delegate enforcement
responsibilities of this Subtitle. Staff of M-NCPPC shall provide assistance as requested.
(2)
The Director or the Director's authorized representative may notify the Critical Area Commission of any
violation and inform the Commission of all actions taken to halt the violation, restore the property, and require
appropriate mitigation. The Commission, at its discretion, may also pursue its own remedial action or assist the
County as provided for in State law.
(c)
Right to enter property. The Director or the Director's authorized representative, shall have the authority to enter
upon, over, and through privately owned lands or waters, or any building, structure or premises during any
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reasonable work hour, in order to identify or verify a suspected violation, restrain a development activity, or
issue a citation if the Director or the Director's designee has probable cause that a violation of this subtitle or the
local Program has occurred, is occurring or will occur.
(1)
A reasonable effort to contact a property owner before entering the property shall be made. If entry is denied, the
Director or the Director's designee may seek an injunction to enter the property to pursue an enforcement action.
(2)
The assistance and cooperation of the police, fire, health department, the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement and any other applicable agencies shall be available, as required, to aid the Director in
enforcing this Subtitle.
(d)
Violations. No person shall violate any provision of this Subtitle. Each violation that occurs and each calendar
day that a violation continues shall be a separate offense. Each person who violates a provision of this Subtitle
shall be subject to separate administrative civil penalties, abatement and restoration orders, and mitigation for
each offense. Civil penalties for continuing violations shall accrue without a requirement for an additional
assessment, notice, or opportunity for hearing for each separate offense.
(e)
Required enforcement action. If the Director or the Director's authorized representative identifies a violation of
this subtitle or any provision of the County's Critical Area regulations, it shall take enforcement action
including:
(1)
Require the submission of an "as-built" plan that shows all the existing conditions of the site.
(2)
Assess civil penalties as necessary to cover the costs associated with local authorities performing inspections,
supervising or rendering assistance with identifying and citing the violation, issuing abatement and restoration
orders, and reviewing mitigation plans and ensuring compliance with these plans;
(3)
Issue abatement, restoration, and mitigation orders as necessary to:
(A)
Stop unauthorized activity;
(B)
Restore and stabilize the site, as appropriate, to its condition prior to the violation or to a condition that provides
the same water quality and habitat benefits; and
(C)
Require the implementation of mitigation measures, in addition to restoration activities, to offset the
environmental damage and degradation or loss of environmental benefit resulting from the violation.
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(f)
Responsible persons. The following persons may each be held jointly or severally responsible for a violation: (1)
persons who apply for or obtain any permit or approval, (2) contractors, (3) subcontractors, (4) property owners,
(5) managing agents, or (6) any person who has committed, assisted, or participated in the violation.
(g)
Civil penalties. In addition to any other penalty applicable under State or County law, every violation of a
provision of Natural Resources Article, Title 8 Subtitle 18, or the County's Critical Area Program, ordinance, or
regulations shall be punishable by a civil penalty of at least $500 up to and not more than $10,000 per calendar
day according to the fine schedule approved and submitted by the County Executive and adopted by County
Council Resolution.
(1)
Before imposing any civil penalty, the person(s) believed to have violated this Subtitle shall receive: (1) written
notice of the alleged violation(s) including which, if any, are continuing violations, and (2) an opportunity to be
heard. The amount of the civil penalty for each violation, including each continuing violation, shall be
determined separately. For each continuing violation, the amount of the civil penalty shall be determined per
day. In determining the amount of the civil penalty, the Director or the Director's authorized representative shall
consider:
(A)
The gravity of the violation;
(B)
The presence or absence of good faith of the violator;
(C)
Any willfulness or negligence involved in the violation including a history of prior violations;
(D)
The environmental impact of the violation; and
(E)
The cost of restoration of the resource affected by the violation and mitigation for damage to that resource,
including the cost to the State or local authorities for performing, supervising, or rendering assistance to the
restoration and mitigation.
(2)
When a Chapter of this Subtitle establishes a different maximum amount for a civil penalty for any violation, the
larger amount shall apply.
(3)
Civil penalties for continuing violations shall accrue for each violation, every calendar day each violation
continues, with no requirements for additional assessments, notice, or hearings. The total amount payable for
continuing violations shall be the amount assessed per calendar day for each violation multiplied by the number
of days that each violation has continued.
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(4)
The person responsible for any continuing violation shall promptly provide the Director or the Director's
authorized representative with written notice of the date(s) the violation has been or will be brought into
compliance and the date(s) for the County inspection to verify compliance. Civil penalties for continuing
violations continue to accrue as set forth herein until the County receives such written notice and verifies
compliance by inspection or otherwise.
(5)
Assessment and payment of civil penalties shall be in addition to and not in substitution for recovery by the
County of all damages, costs, and other expenses caused by the violation, including the cost to correct any
violation or repair, restore, or replace any County property.
(6)
Payment of all civil penalties assessed shall be a condition precedent to the issuance of any permit or other
approval required by this Subtitle.
(h)
Notice of violations and assessment of civil penalties. Every notice of violation and assessment of civil penalty
shall be in writing and shall include:
(1)
A description of the facts supporting each alleged violation, including citation to the provisions of the County
Code allegedly violated;
(2)
Classification of each alleged violation as a continuing or non-continuing violation;
(3)
Separate assessment of a civil penalty for each violation, and a separate daily assessment for each continuing
violation;
(4)
Notice of the right to request administrative review before the Director to evaluate the amount(s) of civil
penalties; and
(5)
Notice of the right to file an appeal to the County Board of Administrative Appeals.
(i)
Collection of civil penalties. All civil penalties collected in accordance with these provisions shall be deposited
in a dedicated "Critical Area Restoration Fund" and used exclusively to conduct or facilitate activities or projects
that promote the goals of the Critical Area Program and to ensure its effective implementation within the
jurisdiction. These activities may include, but are not limited to the following options:
(1)
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Design, construction, and operation of stormwater treatment practices;
(2)
Retrofits of stormwater treatment practice to improve performance or increase the area from which runoff is
being treated;
(3)
Removal of structures, roads, paving, etc. that contribute to lot coverage;
(4)
Planting and maintenance of riparian forests;
(5)
Implementation of landscaping projects that include native trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants and can be
maintained and protected for water quality and habitat enhancement;
(6)
Restoration of degraded tidal or non-tidal wetlands that have been disturbed by previous authorized activities
and may be accomplished by the removal of fill, restoration or original water circulation patterns, and marsh
plantings;
(7)
Installation of living shorelines in areas that are actively eroding; and
(8)
Administration and enforcement of this Subtitle.
(j)
Administrative abatement, restoration, and mitigation orders. The provisions of this Chapter apply to orders
issued by the county inspectors to a person conducting or having conducted an unauthorized action. Orders shall
be sent to the property owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, and simultaneously by first-class mail,
postage prepaid, bearing a return address. Service shall be effective upon mailing. In addition, any other method
of service reasonably calculated to provide actual notice, and any method that does provide actual notice, shall
be sufficient, including service by personal delivery to a responsible person at any construction site or posting
the order in a conspicuous place on any structure, sign, land, or equipment.
(1)
The Director or the Director's authorized representative may issue an administrative abatement order to any
person, compelling the person to perform the following:
(A)
To correct, discontinue or abate any violation;
(B)
To cease any activity being performed in violation of this Subtitle; and
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(C)
To apply for any permit, approval, special exception, or variance required by this Subtitle; however, the filing of
an application will not negate or stay the requirement for abatement, restoration, or mitigation measures required
by the Chief Code Compliance Officer.
(2)
Director or the Director's authorized representative may issue a restoration order to any person compelling the
person to perform the following:
(A)
To remove any construction materials, equipment, and any structures or other construction work built or erected
in violation of this Subtitle;
(B)
To restore any property to its condition as it existed before any violation of this Subtitle;
(C)
To perform any condition or obligation required by this Subtitle or by any permit, approval, special exception,
variance, license, contract, deed, or other instrument required or executed pursuant to this Subtitle.
(3)
The Director or the Director's authorized representative shall issue a mitigation order to any person receiving
notice of or issued a citation for conducting or having conducted an unauthorized action. Mitigation is required
for all violations of the County's Critical Area Program and shall be in addition to any required abatement or
restoration activities. In evaluating the type and amount of mitigation, the Director or the Director's authorized
representative shall consider the severity of the impact on water resources and habitat and the length of time
necessary to restore the resources to their condition prior to the violation, or if that is not possible to recreate or
establish and permanently protect similar resources in another location. The mitigation order shall compel the
person to perform the following:
(A)
To implement appropriate water quality improvement or habitat enhancement measures that are sufficient to
offset adverse impacts to the Critical Area resulting from the violation as follows:
(i)
Mitigation is required at a three-to-one ratio for the area disturbed or the area of the development activity outside
the 100-foot Buffer and expanded Buffer, and
(ii)
Mitigation is required at a four-to-one ratio for the area disturbed or the area of the development activity within
the 100-foot Buffer or expanded Buffer; and
(B)
To prepare or to have a qualified professional prepare a mitigation plan that includes water quality improvement
or habitat enhancement measures to offset adverse impacts to the Critical Area resulting from the violation as
specified in Paragraph (a) above; or
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(C)
To pay a fee-in-lieu of mitigation that shall be deposited in the appropriate fee-in-lieu account and used
exclusively to conduct or facilitate activities or projects that promote the goals of the Critical Area Program and
to ensure its effective implementation within the jurisdiction.
(k)
Contents of administrative abatement, restoration, and mitigation orders. The provisions of this Chapter apply to
orders issued by the county inspectors to a person conducting or having conducted an unauthorized action. All
orders shall include:
(1)
A description of each violation, including citation to the applicable County ordinance, regulation, or other
requirement allegedly violated;
(2)
The time within which any required action is to occur, taking into account the specific action required to comply
with the order and any existing or intervening harm or threat to the public health, safety, and welfare. Except for
emergencies, which can require compliance as soon as 24 hours or otherwise less than 30 days, there is a
rebuttable presumption that compliance with the orders shall take place within 30 days from the date of the
order; and
(3)
Notice of the right to appeal the order to the County Board of Administrative Appeals and the period within
which any such appeal must be filed.
(l)
Bonding for restoration and mitigation orders. For abatement or restoration activities and mitigation activities
that exceed 1,000 square feet or involve expenses exceeding $1,000, the Department shall:
(1)
Collect a bond or other financial security to ensure that the restoration or mitigation is properly completed;
(2)
Hold the bond for at least two years if the restoration involves planting in order to ensure the survival of the
plantings. The two years will run from the date the plantings are installed; and
(3)
Schedule and perform an inspection of the property as necessary to ensure compliance and promptly release the
bond or other financial security when compliance is confirmed.
(m)
Cumulative remedies. The remedies available under this Subtitle are cumulative and not alternative or exclusive,
and the decision to pursue one remedy does not preclude pursuit of others.
(n)
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Injunctive relief. The Director or the Director's authorized representative is authorized to institute injunctive or
other appropriate actions or proceedings to bring about the discontinuance of any violation of this Subtitle, an
administrative order, a permit, a decision, or other imposed condition.
(1)
The pendency of an appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals or subsequent judicial review shall not
prevent the County from seeking injunctive relief to enforce an administrative order, permit, decisions, or other
imposed condition, or to restrain a violation pending the outcome of the appeal or judicial review.
(2)
In an action for injunctive relief to enforce an administrative order, the court may also impose a civil fine not
less than $500 but not exceeding $10,000 for each day that an administrative order was violated, after
considering:
(A)
The willfulness for the violation;
(B)
The harm to the environment or the community in which the violation occurred;
(C)
The proposed fine by the County, and
(D)
The cost to the County of enforcing the administrative order.
(o)
Permits pursuant to a violation. The County may not issue a permit, approval, variance, or special exception,
unless the person seeking the permit has:
(1)
Fully paid all administrative, civil, or criminal penalties as set forth in Section E. above;
(2)
Prepared a restoration or mitigation plan, approved by the s authorized representative, to abate impacts to water
quality or natural resources as a result of the violation;
(3)
Performed the abatement measures in the approved plan in accordance with the local Critical Area regulations;
and
(4)
Unless an extension of time is approved by the Planning Director or Director's designee because of adverse
planting conditions, within 90 days of the issuance of a permit, approval, variance, or special exception for the
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affected property, any additional mitigation required as a condition of approval for the permit, approval,
variance, or special exception shall be completed.
(p)
Variances pursuant to a violation. The Planning Board or the Board of Zoning Appeals, as appropriate, may
accept an application for a variance regarding a parcel or lot that is subject to a current violation of this subtitle
or any provisions of an order, permit, plan, or regulation in accordance with the variance provisions of this
subtitle or Subtitle 27. However, a final decision shall not be made by the Planning Board or the Board of
Zoning Appeals, as appropriate, until all abatement, restoration, and mitigation measures have been submitted
for review in conformance with all the requirements of this Subtitle and/or as applicable to other subtitles of the
County Code; and
(1)
Mitigation for violations in any Critical Area Buffer shall be shown according to the ratios shown in Section 5B121, Table (h)(2) of this Subtitle; and
(2)
Variances may not be granted by the Planning Board or the Board of Zoning Appeals, as appropriate, from the
provisions of Subtitles 5B or 27 for property located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones to
legalize a violation of this subtitle, including an unpermitted structure or development activity, unless a notice of
violation is issued, including assessment of a penalty for the violation. Application for a variance under this
paragraph constitutes a waiver of the right to appeal the terms of a notice of violation and its final adjudication,
including the payment of any penalties and costs assessed; and
(3)
If there are provisions of the violation that require stabilization, the installation of erosion and sediment control
devices, or the payment of a fine, a final decision shall not be made by the Planning Board or the Board of
Zoning Appeals, as appropriate, on the variance request until all such corrective work has been completed and
the fine paid. The applicant is responsible for providing information verifying the status of the violation prior to
the decision regarding the variance request. The Director, or the Director's authorized representative, and the
Planning Director, or the Planning Director's designee, shall inspect the site prior to the decision regarding the
variance request.
(q)
Non-issuance, non-renewal, suspension, or revocation of a permit. The Director or the Director's authorized
representative may decline to issue or renew, or may suspend or revoke any permit or license issued under the
authority of, or required by this Subtitle. The Director will coordinate with M-NCPPC to revoke conservation
plan approvals as necessary.
(1)
Such action may be taken on the following grounds:
(A)
False, misleading, inaccurate, incomplete, or incorrect information given on any application; or
(B)
Serious or repeated violations of this Subtitle, or any terms, conditions, or restrictions in the permit or license
itself.
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(2)
The Director or the Director's authorized representative shall give written notice and opportunity to be heard
before any non-issuance, non-renewal, suspension, or revocation and shall render a written decision on the
matter, which shall be considered an administrative order and may be appealed to the Board of Administrative
Appeals.
(r)
Enforcement costs. In any action or proceeding in which the County substantially prevails, the County may
recover all costs incurred to enforce the terms of this Subtitle, including counsel fees and litigation expenses.
(s)
Appeals. An appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals may be filed by any person aggrieved by any order,
requirement, decision or determination by the Director or the Director's authorized representative in connection
with the administration and enforcement of this Subtitle.
(1)
An appeal is taken by filing a written notice of appeal with the Board of Administrative Appeals in accordance
with the provisions in the County Zoning Ordinance and in accordance with the Board of Appeals Rules of
Procedure, accompanied by the appropriate filing fee. Appeals shall be made on form obtained from the Board
of Appeals Secretary. A notice of appeal shall be considered filed with the Board of Administrative Appeals
when delivered to the Board. The date and time of filing shall be entered on the appeal by the Board of
Administrative Appeals staff:
(2)
An appeal must be filed within 30 days after the date of the decision or order being appealed; and
(3)
An appeal stays all actions by the Director or the Director's authorized representative seeking enforcement or
compliance with the order or decisions being appealed, unless the Director or the Director's authorized
representative certifies to the Board of Administrative Appeals that (because of facts stated in the certificate) in
his/her opinion, such stay will cause imminent peril to life or property. In such a case, action by the Director or
the Director's authorized representative shall not be stayed except by order of the Board of Administrative
Appeals or a court up on application of the party seeking the stay.
(t)
Fine Schedule. Fines for violations in the Critical Area shall be assessed as authorized by the fine schedule
approved and submitted by the County Executive and adopted by County Council Resolution.
(CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-27-2014; CB-65-2014)
Sec. 5B-112. - Development in the Critical Area.
(a)
Description. In Prince George's County, the Critical Area extends along the Patuxent, Potomac, and Anacostia
rivers encompassing approximately 12,258 acres, of which, approximately 9,637 acres are in uplands. This area
includes the tidal waters, tidal wetlands and, in general, all land within one thousand (1,000) feet of the Mean
High Tide Line (MHTL). The precise delineation of the Critical Area in the county was established by the
creation of the Critical Area Overlay Zones, as initially adopted and approved by the District Council on
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September 27, 1988, and as amended by the District Council as of December 31, 2014. The official map is
referred to as the "2014 Critical Area Overlay Zone."
(b)
General Policies. In order to accommodate already existing land uses and growth within the county's Critical
Area, while providing for the conservation of habitat and the protection of water quality, the county has
identified and mapped three overlay zones within the Critical Area based on the following criteria. The three
overlay zones and general provisions are as follows:
(1)
Intensely Developed Overlay (I-D-O) - intense development should be directed outside of the Critical Area.
Future intense development activities, when proposed in the Critical Area, shall be directed towards the
Intensely Developed Overlay areas.
(2)
Limited Development Overlay (L-D-O) - low intensity development may be permitted in L-D-O areas, but shall
be subject to strict regulation to prevent adverse impacts on habitat and water quality.
(3)
Resource Conservation Overlay (R-C-O): development in the R-C-O shall be limited and chiefly designated for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and other resource utilization activities, as well as for habitat protection.
(c)
Complementary State Laws and Regulations. When implementing this Critical Area Program, all of the
following complementary existing State laws and regulations also apply:
(1)
For soil erosion and sediment control (COMAR 26.17.01)
(A)
In order to prevent soil erosion and sedimentation, a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan shall be
required whenever a development within the Critical Area will involve any clearing, grading, transporting, or
other form of disturbance to land by the movement of earth. This plan shall be consistent with the requirements
of the Natural Resources Article and Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland and Subtitle 32.
Sediment control practices shall be appropriately designed to reduce adverse water quality impacts.
(2)
For stormwater runoff (COMAR 26.17.02)
(A)
The County Code requires limitations on stormwater runoff such that applicants for development must ensure
that downstream property, watercourses, channels or conduits do not receive stormwater runoff at a higher
volume or rate than would have resulted from a 10-year storm were the land is in its predevelopment state.
(B)
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The County Code requires that applicants for development ensure that all stormwater storage facilities shall be
designed with sufficient capacity to achieve water quality goals of this Chapter and to eliminate all runoff caused
by the development in excess of that which would have come from the site if it were in its pre-development
state.
(C)
Stormwater management measures shall be consistent with the requirements of Environment Article 4-201 et
seq., Annotated Code of Maryland.
(D)
Development activities on individual lots within subdivisions recorded prior to adoption of the provisions in
COMAR 26.17.02 shall provide stormwater quantity and quality management unless:
(i)
The project is an addition or modification to an existing single family dwelling;
(ii)
The project involves disturbance that does not exceed 5,000 square feet; or
(iii)
The project is otherwise regulated under other State laws that include provisions for managing stormwater
runoff.
(d)
Development Standards Applicable to All Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(1)
All plans shall be assessed for their impacts on water quality and other biological resources;
(2)
Alterations in the plans shall be made to mitigate any negative impacts;
(3)
Development and redevelopment shall be subject to the Habitat Protection Area requirements prescribed in those
sections of this Subtitle;
(4)
All roads, bridges, and utilities that must cross a Habitat Protection Area shall be located, designed, constructed,
and maintained so as to provide maximum erosion protection and minimize negative impacts to wildlife, aquatic
life and their habitats and maintain hydrologic processes and water quality. Roads, bridges, or utilities may not
be located in any Habitat Protection Area unless no feasible alternative exists;
(5)
All development activities that must cross or affect streams shall be designed to:
(A)
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Reduce increases in flood frequency and severity that are attributable to development;
(B)
Retain natural woodlands and tree canopy so as to maintain stream water temperature within normal variation;
(C)
Provide a natural substrate for stream beds; and
(D)
Minimize adverse water quality and quantity impacts of stormwater.
(6)
Ports and industries which use water for transportation and derive economic benefits from shore access shall be
located near existing port facilities. Other sites for planned future port facility development must provide
significant economic benefit to the State or County and be consistent with the provisions of the Water Dependent
Facilities Section of this Subtitle and other State and Federal regulations.
(7)
To the extent practicable, future development in the Critical Area shall use cluster development and mixed-use
zoning as a means to reduce impervious areas and to maximize areas of natural vegetation.
(8)
When the cutting or clearing of trees in natural and developed woodlands is associated with current or planned
development activities, the following is required and shall be shown on the proposed Conservation Plan:
(A)
Replacement of forests and woodland through the establishment of developed woodlands, the use of urban forest
programs, or similar practices. The extent of the replacement shall be shown on the Conservation Plan or any
other development plan in the Critical Area.
(B)
Minimization of the destruction of existing forest and woodland vegetation.
(C)
Protection of existing forests and developed woodlands identified as Habitat Protection Areas by limiting or
prohibiting development.
(9)
In addition, applicants shall adhere to the following criteria for natural and developed woodlands:
(A)
Grading permits shall be required before natural or developed woodland is cut or cleared; and
(B)
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All woodlands designated on a Conservation Plan shall be maintained, and to the extent practicable protected
through conservation easements.
(10)
To reduce the extent of impervious areas and maximize areas of natural vegetation, the use of the conservation
subdivision provisions of Subtitle 24 shall be considered as the first option for development.
(11)
Development may be allowed on soils having development constraints if the development includes mitigation
measures that adequately address the identified constraints and that will not have significant adverse impacts on
water quality or plant, fish or wildlife habitat.
(e)
Development Standards Regarding Lot Consolidation and Reconfiguration
(1)
Applicability. The provisions of this regulation shall apply to a consolidation or reconfiguration of:
(A)
Any legal parcel of land, not being part of a recorded or approved subdivision, that was recorded as of December
1, 1985;
(B)
Land that was subdivided into recorded legally buildable lots, where the subdivision received final approval
before June 1, 1984;
(C)
Land that was subdivided into recorded, legally buildable lots, where the subdivision received final approval
after December 1, 1985, and before November 17, 1987.
(2)
Purpose. Any consolidation or reconfiguration of any legal parcel of land or recorded legally buildable will meet
the goals of the Critical Area Program, to the extent possible, and shall not increase or intensify development
activities or human activities in the Buffer or any other Habitat Protection Area beyond what would have
resulted from the existing lot configuration.
(3)
Conservation Plan Required. An application for lot consolidation or reconfiguration in the Critical Area shall
submit a Conservation Plan and, in addition to the requirements of Section 5B-114, contain the following
information:
(A)
The date of recordation of each legal parcel of land or legally buildable lot to be consolidated or reconfigured;
(B)
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A plan drawn to scale in accordance with this Subtitle;
(C)
Information sufficient for the local jurisdiction to make the findings set forth in section;
(D)
A plan that shows all existing and proposed lot or parcel boundaries; and
(E)
A table that lists the number of all legal parcels of land or recorded legally buildable lot and the number of
proposed lots or parcels or dwelling units to be derived.
(4)
Standards. A lot consolidation or reconfiguration application shall meet the following standards:
(A)
The lot consolidation or reconfiguration shall not increase or intensify development activities or human activities
in the Buffer or any other Habitat Protection Area beyond what would have resulted from the existing lot
configuration;
(B)
The proposed consolidation or reconfiguration shall result in no greater number of lots, parcels, or dwelling units
in the Critical Area than the existing configuration would allow;
(C)
The proposed lot consolidation or reconfiguration shall result in no greater lot coverage than the existing
configuration would allow;
(D)
The proposed consolidation or reconfiguration shall not:
(i)
Create an additional riparian lot or parcel, waterfront lot, or any other lot or parcel deeded with water access; or
(ii)
Intensify or increase impacts associated with riparian access;
(5)
In addition to the standards in (4) above, a proposed consolidation or reconfiguration shall not create:
(A)
A lot or parcel or portion of a lot or parcel that will serve development activities outside the Critical Area; or
(B)
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An R-C-O lot or parcel that serves development activities in the L-D-O Zone;
(6)
An application for proposed consolidation or reconfiguration shall identify all existing Habitat Protection Areas.
If the proposed consolidation or reconfiguration impacts a Habitat Protection Area, then the proposal shall:
(A)
Include protective measures and restoration measures that provide for the least possible adverse impact;
(B)
Result in no greater impact to a Habitat Protection Area than the impact that would have resulted from the
existing lot configuration; and
(C)
Minimize adverse impacts to a Habitat Protection Area.
(7)
The proposed consolidation or reconfiguration shall provide:
(A)
Stormwater management for all proposed development activities; and
(B)
Benefits to fish, wildlife, and plant habitat that are clearly identified.
(8)
When approving a proposed lot consolidation or reconfiguration, the Planning Director or Director's designee as
appropriate, shall:
(A)
Provide in writing a statement that the provisions of (4)-(7) above have been met.
(B)
Send a copy of the final decision and a copy of the approved plan within 10 business days by U.S. mail to the
Commission's business address.
(9)
The Commission may file an appeal or a petition for judicial review within 30 days of the date of the
Commission's receipt of the final decision or order. The time period during which the Commission may file an
appeal or a petition for judicial review shall commence on the date of the Commission's receipt of the final
decision. A conservation plan that results from the approval of a lot consolidation or reconfiguration cannot be
signed as approved until after the expiration of the Commission's 30-day appeal period.
(f)

778/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Reasonable accommodations for the needs of disabled citizens. The Director, Planning Director, the Director's
designee and the Planning Board may make reasonable accommodations to avoid discrimination on the basis of
a physical disability. Reasonable accommodations for the needs of disabled citizens may be permitted in
accordance with the evidentiary requirements set forth in the following paragraphs.
(1)
An applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating the following:
(A)
The existence of a physical disability;
(B)
Literal enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle would result in discrimination by virtue of such disability;
(C)
A reasonable accommodation would reduce or eliminate the discriminatory effect of the provisions of this
Subtitle;
(D)
The accommodation requested will not substantially impair the purpose, intent, or effect, of the provisions of
this Subtitle as applied to the property;
(E)
Environmental impacts associated with the accommodation are the minimum necessary to address the needs
resulting from the particular disability of the applicant.
(2)
The Planning Board shall determine the nature and scope of any accommodation under this section and may
award different or other relief than requested after giving due regard to the purpose, intent, or effect of the
applicable provisions of this Subtitle. The Board may also consider the size, location, and type of
accommodation proposed and whether alternatives exist which accommodate the need with less adverse effect.
(3)
The Planning Board may require, as a condition of approval, that upon termination of the need for
accommodation, that the property be restored to comply with all applicable provisions of this Subtitle.
Appropriate bonds may be collected or liens placed in order to ensure the County's ability to restore the property
should the applicant fail to do so.
(CB-75-2010; CB-65-2014)
Sec. 5B-113. - Intensely Development Overlay (I-D-O) Zones.
(a)
Regulations. Additional regulations of the underlying zones, in addition to those contained herein, shall also
apply in the I-D-O Zone.
(b)
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Density. The density may not exceed the density of the underlying zone.
(c)
Uses. The uses allowed in the I-D-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the
land is classified, except as otherwise specified in Subtitle 27.
(d)
General policies. New or expanded development or redevelopment in the I-D-O Zone shall take place in such a
way as to:
(1)
Improve the quality of runoff from developed areas that enters the Chesapeake Bay or its tributary streams;
(2)
Accommodate additional development of the type and intensity designated by the County in this Program
provided that water quality is not impaired;
(3)
Minimize the expansion of I-D-O Zones into portions of the Critical Area designated as Habitat Protection Areas
and R-C-O Zones;
(4)
Conserve and enhance fish, wildlife, and plant habitats, as identified in the Habitat Protection Area Chapters of
this Subtitle, to the extent possible within I- D-O Zones; and
(5)
Encourage the use of retrofitting measures to address existing stormwater management quantity and quality
problems.
(e)
Development standards. The following development standards must be demonstrated within the I-D-O Zone:
(1)
For redevelopment plans, opportunities to reduce impacts on water quality generated by existing development
shall be analyzed;
(2)
Urban (BMPs) for stormwater treatment shall be considered and, where appropriate, implemented as part of all
plans for development and redevelopment;
(3)
Stormwater shall be addressed in accordance with the following provisions:
(A)
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Development or redevelopment projects shall use technologies as required by applicable ordinances in order to
minimize adverse impacts to water quality caused by stormwater.
(B)
In the case of redevelopment, if these technologies do not reduce pollutant loadings measured by use of the
keystone pollutant method by at least 10 percent below the level of pollution on the site prior to redevelopment,
then offsets shall be provided. Guidance for compliance with this requirement is provided in the Critical Area
10% Rule Guidance Manual - Fall 2003 and as may be subsequently amended.
(C)
In the case of new development, offsets shall be used if they reduce pollutant loadings by at least 10 percent of
the pre-development levels. Guidance for compliance with this requirement is provided in the Maryland
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area 10% Rule Guidance - Fall 2003 and as may be subsequently
amended.
(D)
Offsets may be provided either on or off site, provided that water quality benefits are equivalent, that the benefits
are obtained within the same watershed, and that the benefits can be determined through the use of modeling,
monitoring or other computation of mitigation measures. Guidance regarding offsets is provided in the Maryland
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area 10% Rule Guidance - Fall 2003.
(4)
There is no Critical Area lot coverage maximum in the I-D-O, however, where practicable, permeable areas shall
be established in vegetation, and whenever possible, redevelopment shall reduce existing levels of pollution.
(5)
Areas of public access to the shoreline, such as foot paths, scenic drives and other public recreational facilities,
should be maintained and, if possible, encouraged to be established within the I-D-O.
(CB-75-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-114. - Limited Development Overlay (L-D-O) Zones.
(a)
Regulations. Additional regulations of the underlying zones, in addition to those contained herein, shall also
apply in the L-D-O Zones.
(b)
Density. The density may not exceed the density of the underlying zone.
(c)
Uses. The uses allowed in the L-D-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the
land is classified, except as otherwise specified in Subtitle 27.
(d)
General policies. New or expanded development or redevelopment in the L-D-O Zone shall take place in such a
way as to:
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(1)
Maintain, or, if possible, improve the quality of runoff and groundwater entering the Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries;
(2)
Maintain, to the extent practicable, existing areas of natural habitat; and
(3)
Accommodate additional low or moderate intensity development if:
(A)
This development conforms to the water quality and habitat protection criteria contained herein; and
(B)
The overall intensity of development within the L-D-O Zone is not increased beyond the level established in a
particular area so as to change its prevailing character as identified by density and land use currently established
in the area.
(e)
Development standards. An applicant for a development activity shall meet all of the following standards of
environmental protection in the L-D-O Zone:
(1)
All development sites that are within the designated network of the Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan shall
incorporate a wildlife corridor system that connects the largest undeveloped or most vegetative tracts of land
within and adjacent to the site in order to provide continuity of existing wildlife and plant habitats with offsite
habitats. The wildlife corridor system may include Habitat Protection Areas identified in this Subtitle. The
wildlife corridors shall be included and identified on the Conservation Plan. The maintenance of the wildlife
corridors shall be ensured by the establishment of conservation easements.
(2)
For the cutting or clearing of trees in natural or developed woodland areas in current, planned or future activities
in the L-D-O Zone, the following shall be addressed:
(A)
Development activities shall be designed and implemented to minimize the destruction of woodland vegetation;
(B)
Provisions for protection for natural and developed woodlands identified shall be provided;
(C)
The total acreage of natural and developed woodlands shall be maintained or preferably increased to the fullest
extent practicable; and
(D)
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Mitigation for woodland impacts shall be within the Critical Area.
(3)
For the alteration of natural and developed woodlands in the L-D-O Zone, the following requirements shall
apply:
(A)
All woodlands that are allowed to be cleared or developed shall be replaced in the Critical Area on not less than
an equal area basis;
(B)
No more than 20 percent of any natural or developed woodland may be removed from forest use, except as
provided in paragraph (4) below. The remaining 80 percent shall be maintained through conservation easements;
and
(C)
Developed woodlands shall be preserved and/or restored to the greatest extent practicable.
(4)
For replacement of natural and developed woodlands, if more than 20 percent is to be removed from forest use,
an applicant may clear or develop not more than 30 percent of the total forest area provided that the afforested
area shall consist of 1.5 times the total surface acreage of the disturbed forest or developed woodland area, or
both.
(5)
Clearing in excess of 30 percent of a natural or developed woodland is prohibited without a variance.
(6)
In addition, applicants shall adhere to the following criteria for forest and woodland development:
(A)
At time of permit issuance, the permittee shall post a bond with DPW&T in an amount equivalent to the cost of
completion of the planting requirements for the L-D-O Zone;
(B)
Woodland which have been cleared before obtaining a grading permit or that exceed the maximum area allowed
in subsection (3) above shall be replanted at the rate specified in subsection 5B-109(j)(3)(A);
(C)
If the areal extent of the site limits the application of the reforestation standards in this section, alternative
provisions or reforestation guidelines may be permitted in accordance with Section 5B-119 Woodland Protection
and Planting of this Subtitle. Alternative provisions must conserve, enhance, or increase the natural and
developed woodland resources of the Critical Area. Alternative provisions may include fees-in-lieu provisions or
use of an off-site conservation bank if the provisions are adequate to ensure the restoration or establishment of
the required woodland area;
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(D)
If less than 15% natural or developed woodland exists on the proposed development site, the site shall be planted
to provide a natural or developed woodland cover of at least fifteen percent (15%);
(E)
All forests designated on a Conservation Plan shall be maintained to the extent practicable, through conservation
easements;
(F)
The applicant shall designate, subject to the approval of the County, a new forest area on a part of the site not
forested; and
(G)
All forests designated on a Conservation Plan shall be maintained, and to the extent practicable protected
through conservation easements.
(7)
Applicants shall adhere to the following standards for development on steep slopes. Development on slopes 15
percent or greater, as measured before development, shall be prohibited unless the project is the only effective
way to maintain or improve the stability of the slope and is consistent with the policies and standards for L-D-O
Zones set forth above and with the provisions below.
(A)
Consistent with an approved Forest Management Plan, if applicable;
(B)
Consistent with an approve Surface Mining Permit, if applicable; and
(C)
Consistent with an approved Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan, if applicable.
(8)
Critical Area lot coverage shall be limited to 15 percent of the site or as permitted by Subtitle 27.
(9)
Conservation plans and associated development plans may propose modifications in road standards on a caseby-case basis to reduce potential impacts to the site, reduce total lot coverage in the Critical Area, and limit
impacts to Critical Area resources, where the reduced standards do not significantly affect safety.
(CB-75-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-115. - Resource Conservation Overlay (R-C-O) Zones.
(a)
Regulations. Additional regulations of the underlying zones, in addition to those contained herein, shall also
apply in the R-C-O Zones.
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(b)
Density. The density shall not exceed one dwelling unit per twenty (20) acres of gross tract area, except as
otherwise specified in 5B-113(f).
(c)
Uses. The uses allowed in the R-C-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the
land is classified, except as otherwise specified in Subtitle 27.
(d)
General Policies. New or expanded development or redevelopment in R-C-O Zones shall take place in such a
way as to:
(1)
Conserve, protect and enhance the overall ecological values of the Critical Area, its biological productivity and
its diversity;
(2)
Provide adequate breeding, feeding and wintering habitats for those wildlife populations that require the
Chesapeake Bay, their tributaries or coastal habitats in order to sustain populations of those species;
(3)
Conserve the land and water resource base that is necessary to maintain and support land uses such as
agriculture, forestry, fisheries activities and aquaculture; and
(4)
Conserve the existing developed woodlands and forests for the water quality benefits that they provide.
(5)
Ensure that the overall acreage of forest and woodland within the R-C-O does not decrease.
(e)
Development standards. An applicant for a development activity shall meet all of the following standards of
environmental protection in the R-C-O Zone:
(1)
Land use management practices shall be consistent with the policies, standards and criteria for Section 5B-102
Agriculture, Section 5B-119 Woodland Protection and Planting and Section 5B-120 Habitat Protection of this
Subtitle.
(2)
Agricultural and conservation easements shall be promoted in the R-C-O zone.
(3)
All development sites that are within the designated network of the Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan shall
incorporate a wildlife corridor system that connects the largest undeveloped or most vegetative tracts of land
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within and adjacent to the site in order to provide continuity of existing wildlife and plant habitats with offsite
habitats. The wildlife corridor system may include Habitat Protection Areas identified in this Subtitle. The
wildlife corridors shall be included and identified on the Conservation Plan. The maintenance of the wildlife
corridors shall be ensured by the establishment of conservation easements.
(4)
For the cutting or clearing of trees in natural or developed woodland areas in current, planned or future activities
in the R-C-O Zone, the following shall be addressed:
(A)
Development activities shall be designed and implemented to minimize the destruction of woodland vegetation;
(B)
Provisions for protection for natural and developed woodlands identified shall be provided;
(C)
The total acreage of natural and developed woodlands shall be maintained or preferably increased to the fullest
extent practicable; and
(D)
Mitigation for woodland impacts shall be within the Critical Area.
(5)
For the alteration of natural and developed woodlands in the R-C-O, the following requirements shall apply:
(A)
All woodlands that are allowed to be cleared or developed shall be replaced in the Critical Area on not less than
an equal area basis;
(B)
No more than 20 percent of any natural or developed woodland may be removed from forest use, except as
provided in paragraph (4) below. The remaining 80 percent shall be maintained through conservation easements;
and
(C)
Developed woodlands shall be preserved and/or restored to the greatest extent practicable.
(6)
For replacement of natural and developed woodlands, if more than 20 percent is to be removed from forest use,
an applicant may clear or develop not more than 30 percent of the total forest area provided that the afforested
area shall consist of 1.5 times the total surface acreage of the disturbed forest or developed woodland area, or
both.
(7)
Clearing in excess of 30 percent of a natural or developed woodland is prohibited without a variance.
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(8)
In addition, applicants shall adhere to the following criteria for forest and woodland development:
(A)
At time of permit issuance, the permittee shall post a bond with DPW&T in an amount equivalent to the cost of
completion of the planting requirements for the R-C-O Zone.
(B)
Forests which have been cleared before obtaining a grading permit or that exceed the maximum area allowed in
subsection (7) above shall be replanted at three times the areal extent of the cleared forest;
(C)
If the areal extent of the site limits the application of the reforestation standards in this section, alternative
provisions or reforestation guidelines may be permitted in accordance with Section 5B-119 Woodland Protection
and Planting of this Subtitle. Alternative provisions must conserve, enhance, or increase the natural and
developed woodland resources of the Critical Area. Alternative provisions may include fees-in-lieu provisions or
use of an off-site conservation bank if the provisions are adequate to ensure the restoration or establishment of
the required woodland area;
(D)
If less than 15% natural or developed woodland exists on the proposed development site, the site shall be planted
to provide a natural or developed woodland cover of at least fifteen percent (15%);
(E)
All forests designated on a Conservation Plan shall be maintained to the extent practicable, through conservation
easements;
(F)
The applicant shall designate, subject to the approval of the County, a new forest area on a part of the site not
forested; and
(G)
All forests designated on a Conservation Plan shall be maintained, and to the extent practicable protected
through conservation easements.
(9)
Applicants shall adhere to the following standards for development on steep slopes. Development on slopes 15
percent or greater, as measured before development, shall be prohibited unless the project is the only effective
way to maintain or improve the stability of the slope and is consistent with the policies and standards for R-C-O
Zones set forth above and with the provisions below.
(A)
Consistent with an approved Forest Management Plan, if applicable;
(B)
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Consistent with an approve Surface Mining Permit, if applicable; and
(C)
Consistent with an approved Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan, if applicable.
(10)
Critical Area lot coverage shall be limited to 15 percent of the site.
(11)
Conservation plans and associated development plans may propose modifications in road standards on a caseby-case basis to reduce potential impacts to the site, reduce total lot coverage in the Critical Area, and limit
impacts to Critical Area resources, where the reduced standards do not significantly affect safety.
(f)
Calculation of 1-in-20 acre density of development. In calculating the 1-in-20 acre density of development that
is permitted on a parcel located within the R-C-O zone:
(1)
Each dwelling unit shall be counted;
(2)
The area of any private wetlands located on the property may be included under the following conditions:
(A)
The density of development on the upland portion of the parcel may not exceed one dwelling unit per eight
acres; and
(B)
The area of private wetlands shall be determined by an approved wetland study.
(CB-75-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-116. - Submittal Requirements and Permit Issuance.
(a)
Conservation Plan Required. A Conservation Plan is a site plan that must be approved in addition to all other
applicable standard requirements of the County Code for development or redevelopment if the land falls within
the Critical Area. The Conservation Plan must include a buffer management plan for properties that contain a
Critical Area buffer. Prior to the approval of any subdivision, site plan, the issuance of any grading permit or the
issuance of building permits for any property within the Critical Area, a Conservation Plan must be approved
unless:
(1)
the proposed project qualifies for a Staff Level Review per paragraph (b) below; or
(2)
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the permit application consists of renovations and/or additions to existing improvements on residentially zoned
lots, located outside of primary and secondary buffers, measuring 20,000 square feet or smaller in the Intense
Development Overlay Zone in the Anacostia River basin.
(b)
Staff Level Review. The Director or the Director's designee may conduct a review and approve grading or
building permit applications without a Conservation Plan if:
(1)
the property was within the Critical Area boundary and had obtained an approved Conservation Plan prior to the
approval of the 2014 Critical Area Overlay Zone but is no longer within the overlay zone due to a map
amendment; or
(2)
the area of disturbance is less than five-hundred (500) square feet, provided the criteria of items (i) through (viii)
below can be met.
(i)
Disturbance will not occur in the Buffer; and
(ii)
Vegetation will not be removed as a result of the proposed activity; and
(iii)
Steep or severe slopes will not be disturbed; and
(iv)
Habitat Protection Areas will not be affected; and
(v)
Tidal or non-tidal wetlands will not be affected; and
(vi)
Existing property is in conformance with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the proposed changes
will retain this conformance; and
(vii)
A preliminary plan of subdivision is not required; and
(viii)
A Conservation Plan has not been approved for the subject property.
(c)
Requirements for Staff Level Review. The review shall be conducted within 30 days of receipt of a complete
application. A complete application includes a completed application form; a description of how the criteria in
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Section 5B-116(b) have been met; the appropriate fee, if any; and a dimensioned plan showing the information
required on the Staff Level Review plan checklist contained in the Environmental Technical Manual. In addition,
information deemed necessary by the Planning Director or the Director's designee to show compliance with this
Subtitle and the Zoning Ordinance may be required.
(d)
Requirements for a Conservation Plan. A conservation plan is required when the criteria above in Section 5B116(b) cannot be met for the activity proposed.
(1)
The applicant shall submit to the Planning Department a completed application form, 23 folded prints of a
dimensioned conservation plan prepared in accordance with the conservation plan checklist contained in the
Environmental Technical Manual, and the appropriate fee. If the conservation plan has been prepared by a
Property Line Surveyor, the horizontal location of all right-of-way lines, as shown on the plan, shall be certified
by either a Professional Land Surveyor or a Professional Engineer. The plan shall be prepared at a scale of 1 inch
= 50 feet or 1 inch = 30 feet. The conservation plan shall be referred to the Subdivision and Development
Review Committee for review and comment. In addition, information deemed necessary by the Planning
Director or the Director's designee to show compliance with this Subtitle and the County Code may be required.
(2)
Planting agreement. When planting is proposed to meet the requirements of this Subtitle, a signed planting
agreement shall be included on the plan.
(3)
When a Conservation Plan is required, the property shall be posted with signs on-site for 30 days prior to the
public hearing for plans approved by the Planning Board and for 30 days prior to the signature of the plan by the
Planning Director or the Director's designee for reviews conducted by the Planning Director or the Director's
designee. Posting of properties shall follow the provisions of Subtitle 27 with regard to the number of signs
required, submittal of affidavit and all other applicable provisions.
(e)
Planning Director Review. A conservation plan may be approved by the Planning Director or the Director's
designee, if no variances to any provision of this Subtitle or the Zoning Ordinance are needed; the Conservation
Plan is not associated with a subdivision application; and no request for a hearing by the Planning Board has
been received.
(f)
Planning Board Review. A conservation plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board if the
criteria for a Staff Level Review or Planning Director Review cannot be met.
(g)
Plan Validity Period. Once approved, a conservation plan is valid for three years. Staff Level Review approvals
are also valid for three years. A valid approval is required in order to obtain permits. An extension of the
approval may be granted by the original approval authority for a maximum of one year from the original
expiration date.
(h)
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Minor and Major Revisions to Conservation Plans. A copy of the approved conservation plan, with proposed
revisions indicated, shall be submitted to M-NCPPC. Staff of the M-NCPPC and the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement shall review the proposed changes and make recommendations to the Planning
Director or the Director's designee. If the Planning Director or the Director's designee determines that the
proposed revisions are not minor, the proposal will either have to be changed or submitted as a Major Revision.
(1)
Minor Revisions. Minor Revisions are those activities which do not result in a substantial change to the
approved Conservation Plan. The following are Minor Revisions:
(A)
Revision of a landscape plan where equal mitigation is provided.
(B)
Revision of an area of disturbance where the change is less than five hundred (500) square feet provided that:
(i)
The new disturbance will not create the need for an engineered erosion and sediment control plan.
(ii)
Disturbance will not occur in the Buffer.
(iii)
No forest areas protected by the approved plan will be cleared as a result of the proposed activity.
(iv)
No steep slopes will be altered.
(v)
No Habitat Protection Areas will be affected.
(vi)
No tidal or non-tidal wetlands or wetland buffers will be affected.
(vii)
Revisions to the site design (e.g. materials or structure location) provided that the existing property is in
conformance with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and the proposed change will retain this
conformance.
(viii)
Revisions to the site design (e.g. materials or structure location) where the revision does not result in the lot
coverage exceeding the maximum permitted for the site.
(ix)
Other revisions that the Planning Director or the Director's designee determines to be minor.
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(2)
Major Revisions. A Major Revision will be treated as a wholly new Conservation Plan. The Plan will require
review by the Subdivision Review Committee and approval by the Planning Board or the Planning Director or
the Director's designee, as appropriate.
(i)
Building and Grading Permits.
(1)
Applications for grading and building permits require a copy of all applicable plans, including but not limited to,
an approved conservation plan, an approved planting plan (and agreement), and/or an approved buffer
management plan. Prior to final approval of the grading or building permit plan, whichever comes first, the liber
and folio of the Conservation Agreement shall be placed on the grading or building permit plan.
(2)
Applications for grading and building permits shall also include a copy of an executed and recorded
Conservation Agreement using the standard template that commits the existing and future property owners to the
requirements and limitations of the approved plans. A copy of the template can be found in the Environmental
Technical Manual.
(3)
Once the Conservation Plan or Staff Level Review Plan has been approved, a pre-construction meeting must be
held before a permit is issued. In addition, all applicable fees-in-lieu must be paid and a bond posted that
includes the cost of implementing all required planting on the site or as mitigation off-site prior to permit
issuance. No clearing of vegetation or grading shall occur until a permit has been issued. If grading or clearing
occurs prior to the issuance of a permit, woodlands shall be replanted at the required rate for a violation for the
full extent of the area of disturbance.
(A)
It is the applicant's responsibility to arrange a preconstruction meeting through the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. The applicant shall submit copies of the approved Conservation Plan or Staff
Level Review Plan to the grading inspector, building inspector and developer at the preconstruction meeting.
(B)
The purpose of the on-site meeting is to assure that the site is developed in accordance with the approved
Conservation Plan or Staff Level Review Plan. All sediment controls must be properly installed and limits of
disturbance must be clearly delineated. Trees or other vegetation to be retained within the limits of disturbance
must clearly be marked with surveyor's tape. Marking of individual trees shall be done with surveyor's tape. All
protective devices shall be in place prior to the commencement of construction.
(j)
Critical Area Planting Agreement and Bond. A Critical Area planting agreement consists of a signed agreement
with a planting plan and, when required, a bond.
(1)
A planting agreement is a required component of a Staff Level Review or a Conservation Plan to meet
afforestation and reforestation standards and buffer establishment standards contained in this Subtitle. The
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Planting Agreement and, when required, a bond, must be approved and posted prior to issuance of a permit in
the Critical Area.
(2)
The Planting Agreement is based on the amount of required afforestation, reforestation, or Buffer establishment
and shall meet the standards below. In the case of a Planting Plan to meet the requirements of Section 5B-121,
additional detail may be required.
(A)
A plan that shows the limit of disturbance, the total number and size of trees removed, if applicable, and the
arrangement of the proposed planting;
(B)
A landscape schedule showing the proposed species type, the quantity of plants, the size of plants, and the stock
type that is proposed for installation that meets the planting credit standards contained in Section 5B-121, Tables
(g)(2), (g)(3), and (g)(4);
(C)
A maintenance plan that meets the requirements of Section 5B-121(l)(1)C and D;
(D)
A signature of the responsible party;
(E)
A signature that confirms the review and approval of the plan by the applicable agency depending on whether
Staff Level Review or a Conservation Plan is required.
(3)
Implementation of the planting agreement shall be required within two planting seasons. An extension of the
planting agreement for one planting season may be obtained upon written request with accompanying
justification demonstrating hardship or special conditions that prevented completion of the original planting
agreement.
(4)
Certificates of occupancy will not be issued without satisfactory implementation of the planting agreement or
payment of a bond in the amount of the estimated cost of the required planting if a bond has not already been
posted.
(5)
Permittees are required to notify the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement when the planting
required by the planting agreement is complete and to request an inspection to verify implementation of the
planting agreement.
(6)
Execution of a planting bond is required for all non-residential applications and for all other applications when
total cumulative quantities of required mitigation on a parcel or lot exceed 5,000 square feet.
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(A)
If implementation of the planting agreement on projects with less than 5,000 square feet of mitigation is not
satisfactorily completed, a bond shall be required prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
(B)
Bond amounts are based upon the estimated base cost for planting, which shall be calculated using the schedule
of fees, fines and penalties adopted by the County Council. The bond required for any reforestation or
afforestation shall be the dollar figure resulting from the formula.
(C)
Bonds posted to secure a temporary certificate of occupancy shall be 100 percent of the estimated base cost for
planting trees.
(D)
In the event the applicant breaches the Critical Area planting agreement, the applicant shall forfeit any bonds.
The bonds shall be used by the county to restore the property. If no bond was required of if the bonds are
insufficient to pay the costs of restoration, a lien shall be placed against the property for all monies due and
owing to the county for performing necessary planting, maintenance, replacement of dead or dying plantings,
and other costs and expenses.
(E)
The length of time a bond shall be held is according to the required survival rates based on stocking type
contained in Section 5B-121, Table (g)(4).
(k)
Fees-in-Lieu. In the event reforestation or Buffer mitigation cannot be completely accommodated on-site as
demonstrated on a Conservation Plan or Staff Level Review, the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement may collect a fee-in-lieu prior to the issuance of any permit. Fees are paid at the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and made payable to Prince George's County. The fee-in-lieu for
reforestation and fee-in-lieu for Buffer mitigation shall be held in separate restricted accounts.
(1)
Fees-In-Lieu of Woodland and Developed Woodland Mitigation. If the planting requirements set forth in Section
5B-114(e), Section 5B-115(e), Section 5B-119 and Section 5B-121 for mitigation outside the Buffer cannot be
met, a fee-in-lieu of mitigation in accordance with the following standards shall be collected prior to permit
issuance:
(A)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be collected and held in a separate account;
(B)
Fee-in-lieu shall be assessed at $1.50 per square foot of required mitigation;
(C)
A portion of fee-in-lieu money can be used for management and administrative costs; however, this cannot
exceed 20% of the fees collected; and
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(D)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be used to support reforestation with the following order of preference:
(i)
To reforest within the same watershed within the Critical Area;
(ii)
To reforest within the Critical Area;
(iii)
When all options for reforestation in the Critical Area are exhausted, consideration may be given to sites
selected outside the Critical Area. In order for sites outside the Critical Area to be considered acceptable for
reforestation, one of the following scenarios must be present:
(aa)
There is an ecological connection to the Critical Area.
(bb)
There is a significant resource that merits protection.
(cc)
There is a habitat area of special significance that is afforded no protection outside the Critical Area (i.e. Forest
Interior Dwelling Bird habitat).
(2)
Fees-In-Lieu of Buffer Mitigation. If the planting requirements set forth in this Subtitle cannot be met, the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall collect a fee-in-lieu of mitigation in accordance
with the following standards and Section 5B-119(d):
(A)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be collected and held in a separate account;
(B)
Fee-in-lieu shall be assessed at $1.50 per square foot of required Buffer mitigation;
(C)
A portion of fee-in-lieu money can be used for management and administrative costs; however, this cannot
exceed 20% of the fees collected; and
(D)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be used as follows:
(i)
To establish the Buffer on sites where planting is not a condition of development or redevelopment;
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(ii)
For water quality and habitat enhancement projects as described in an agreement between the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, M-NCPPC and the Commission.
(l)
Conservation Plan Review Fee. The fee schedule for the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement review fees approved and submitted by the County Executive and adopted by County Council
Resolution. Planning Department review fees are contained in a fee schedule approved by the Planning Board.
(CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-65-2014; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-117. - Subdivision.
(a)
Subdivision Regulations and Procedures are found in Subtitle 24.
(1)
Where the property proposed to be subdivided is located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone,
a Conservation Plan prepared in accordance with this subtitle shall be submitted for review by the Subdivision
Review Committee and approval by the Planning Board or Planning Director or the Director's designee, prior to,
or concurrent with, a preliminary plan of subdivision. Prior to its approval, the Planning Board, Planning
Director, or the Director's designee shall find that the Conservation Plan is consistent with this subtitle and
Subtitle 24 and that it contains provisions sufficient to minimize adverse impacts on the environment.
(2)
Intra-family transfers are not allowed in the Critical Area. Intra-family transfers may be allowed outside the
Critical Area for properties that are partially within the Critical Area, provided that the transfer must occur
outside the Critical Area. A conservation plan shall be prepared to ensure that the property retains conformance
with this subtitle and Subtitles 24 and 27.
(CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-118. - Water-Dependent Facilities.
(a)
Identification. Water dependent facilities include, but are not limited to, ports, the intake and outfall structures of
power plants, water-use industries, and marinas and other boat docking structures, public beaches and other
public water-oriented recreation areas, and fisheries activities. Excluded from this regulation are individual
private piers installed or maintained by riparian landowners, and which are not part of a subdivision that
provides community piers.
(b)
General Policies. The policies of the County with regard to water-dependent facilities shall be to limit
development activities in the Buffer to those that are water-dependent and provide by design and location criteria
that these activities will have minimal individual and cumulative impacts on water quality and fish, wildlife and
plant habitat in the Critical Area.
(c)
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Standards. The following standards shall apply to new or expanded development activities associated with
water-dependent facilities:
(1)
New or expanded development activities may be permitted in the Buffer in the I- D-O and L-D-O provided that
it can be shown:
(A)
That the use meets the definition of a water-dependent facility;
(B)
That the project meets a recognized private right or public need;
(C)
That adverse effects on water quality, fish, plant and wildlife habitat are minimized;
(D)
That, insofar as possible, non-water-dependent structures or operations associated with water-dependent projects
or activities are located outside the buffer;
(E)
That the facilities are consistent with an approved Conservation Plan or Staff Level Review Plan as set forth
herein;
(F)
That the proposal conforms to all applicable Master and Sector plans, and
(G)
Lot coverage in the Buffer does not exceed the minimum amount necessary for water-dependent facilities,
regardless of the critical area classification or the size of the parcel or lot, except:
(2)
for a variance granted in accordance with this Subtitle; or
(3)
as provided in a waterfront revitalization area or a waterfront industrial area.
(d)
Implementation. Applicants for new or expanded water-dependent facilities in I-D-O Zones or L-D-O Zones
shall set out in the application how the above requirements are met.
(e)
Evaluating plans for new and expanded water-dependent facilities. The following factors shall be considered
when evaluating proposals for new or expanded water dependent facilities:
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(1)
That the activities will not significantly alter existing water circulation patterns or salinity regimes;
(2)
That the water body upon which these activities are proposed has adequate flushing characteristics in the area;
(3)
That disturbance to wetlands, submerged aquatic plant beds, or other areas of important aquatic habitats will be
minimized;
(4)
That adverse impacts to water quality that may occur as a result of these activities, such as non-point source runoff, sewage discharge from land activities or vessels, or from boat cleaning and maintenance operations, is
minimized;
(5)
That shellfish beds will not be disturbed or be made subject to discharge that will render them unsuitable for
harvesting;
(6)
That dredging shall be conducted in a manner, and using a method which causes the least disturbance to water
quality and aquatic and terrestrial habitats in the area immediately surrounding the dredging operation or within
the critical area, generally;
(7)
That dredged spoil will not be placed within the Buffer or elsewhere in that portion of the Critical Area which
has been designated as a Habitat Protection Area except as necessary for:
(A)
Backfill for permitted shore erosion protection measures;
(B)
Use in approved vegetated shore erosion projects;
(C)
Placement on previously approved channel maintenance spoil disposal areas; and
(D)
Beach nourishment.
(8)
That interference with the natural transport of sand will be minimized; and
(9)
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That disturbance will be avoided to historic areas of waterfowl staging and concentration or other Habitat
Protection Areas identified in the Habitat Protection Area section of this Subtitle.
(f)
Availability of information. The information necessary for evaluating the above factors, if not available locally,
shall be obtained from appropriate State and Federal agencies.
(g)
Marinas and other commercial maritime facilities. New, expanded or redeveloped marinas may be permitted in
the Buffer within I-D-O Zones and L-D-O Zones subject to the requirements set forth in this section. New
marinas or related maritime facilities may not be permitted in the Buffer within R-C-O Zones except as provided
in this section. Expansion of existing marinas may be permitted within R-C-O Zones provided that it is
sufficiently demonstrated that the expansion will not adversely affect water quality, and that it will result in an
overall net improvement in water quality at or leaving the site of the marina. New and existing marinas shall
meet the sanitary requirements of the Department of the Environment as required in COMAR 26.04.02. New
marinas shall establish a means of minimizing the discharge of bottom wash waters into tidal waters.
(h)
Community piers. New or expanded community marinas and other non-commercial boat-docking and storage
facilities may be permitted in the Buffer subject to the requirements in Zoning Ordinance provided that:
(1)
These facilities may not offer food, fuel, or other goods and services for sale and shall provide adequate and
clean sanitary facilities;
(2)
The facilities are community-owned and established and operated for the benefit of the residents of a platted and
recorded riparian subdivision;
(3)
The facilities are associated with a residential development approved by the County for the Critical Area and
consistent with all State requirements and Program requirements for the Critical Area;
(4)
Disturbance to the Buffer is the minimum necessary to provide a single point of access to the facilities; and
(5)
If community piers, slips, or moorings are provided as part of the new development, private piers in the
development are not allowed.
(i)
Number of slips or piers permitted. The number of slips or piers permitted at the facility shall be the lesser of (1)
or (2) below:
(1)
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One slip for each 50 feet of shoreline in the subdivision in the Intensely Developed and L-D-O Zones and one
slip for each 300 feet of shoreline in the subdivision in the R-C-O Zone; or
(2)
A density of slips or piers to platted lots or dwellings within the subdivision in the Critical Area according to the
following schedule:
Platted Lots or Dwellings in the
Slips
Critical Area
Up to 15

1 for each lot

16—40

15 or 75% whichever is greater

41—100

30 or 50% whichever is greater

101—300

50 or 25% whichever is greater

Over 300

75 or 15% whichever is greater

(j)
Public beaches and other public recreation or education areas. Public beaches or other public water-oriented
recreation or education areas including, but not limited to, publicly owned boat launching and docking facilities
and fishing piers may be permitted in the Buffer in I-D-O Zones. These facilities may be permitted within the
Buffer in L-D-O Zones and R-C-O Zones provided that:
(1)
Adequate sanitary facilities exist;
(2)
Service facilities are, to the extent possible, located outside the Buffer;
(3)
Permeable surfaces are used to the extent practicable, if no degradation of groundwater would result;
(4)
Disturbance to natural vegetation is minimized; and
(5)
Areas for possible recreation, such as nature study, and hunting and trapping, and for education, may be
permitted in the Buffer within R-C-O Zones if service facilities for these uses are located outside of the Buffer.
(k)
Research areas. Water-dependent research facilities or activities operated by State, Federal, or local agencies or
educational institutions may be permitted in the Buffer, if non-water-dependent structures or facilities associated
with these projects are, to the extent possible, located outside of the Buffer.
(l)
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Fisheries activities. Lands and water areas with high aquaculture potential will be identified by the County in
cooperation with the State when applications for new or expanded fisheries or aquaculture facilities in these
areas are submitted to the County. These areas are encouraged for that use and if so used, should be protected
from degradation by other types of land and water use or by adjacent land and water uses. Commercial waterdependent fisheries including, but not limited to structures for crab shedding, fish off-loading docks, shellfish
culture operations and shore-based facilities necessary for aquaculture operations and fisheries activities may be
permitted in the Buffer in I-D-O Zones, L-D-O Zones and R-C-O Zones.
(CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-119. - Woodland Protection and Planting.
(a)
General Policies. The following policies for woodland protection recognize the value of forested land for its
water quality benefits and for habitat protection while accommodating the utilization of forest resources where
appropriate:
(1)
Maintain and increase the forested vegetation in the Critical Area;
(2)
Conserve forests and developed woodlands and provide for expansion of forested areas;
(3)
Provide that the removal of trees associated with development activities shall be minimized and, where
appropriate, shall be mitigated; and
(4)
Recognize that woodlands are a protective land use and should be managed in such a manner so that maximum
values for wildlife, water quality, timber, recreation, and other resources can be maintained, even when they are
mutually exclusive.
(b)
Policies for the Protection of Riparian and Woodland Habitat. The following policies apply to the protection of
riparian habitat:
(1)
Vegetation shall be maintained in its natural condition along all streams to provide wildlife corridors and it shall
be established where it does not currently exist.
(2)
A minimum 100-foot Buffer shall extend landward from the mean high water line of tidal water, and the edge of
tributary streams and tidal wetlands. This area is to be conserved for wildlife protection.
(3)
Wooded non-tidal wetlands should be left in a natural state for wildlife and water quality protection.
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(4)
Woodland areas utilized as breeding areas by forest interior dwelling birds and other wildlife species shall be
conserved.
(5)
Existing riparian woodlands and/or which are documented breeding areas shall be conserved.
(c)
Process. If a woodland is to be developed or to be harvested, a site-specific field investigation shall be conducted
to determine if important sensitive species are present and to make sure that appropriate protection measures are
incorporated into the development plan or Forest Management Plan. When development activities are proposed
within riparian woodlands or woodland areas utilized as breeding areas by forest interior dwelling birds (FIDS),
the Critical Area Commission publication entitled, A Guide to the Conservation of Forest Interior Dwelling
Birds in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, dated June 2000, and as may be subsequently amended, shall be used
as a guide. In addition, the Department of Natural Resources will make specific recommendations based on an
evaluation of the site and the proposed development or forest management. The following development
standards shall apply:
(1)
Minimize disturbance during the May-August breeding season (i.e. from off-road vehicles, intensive use or
logging).
(2)
Focus all development or disturbance on the periphery of woodlands (i.e. roads, utility line corridors, structures).
(3)
Retain the contiguous cover of branches and foliage formed by the crowns of adjacent trees and shrubs
underneath the canopy which serve as bird nesting and feeding habitat.
(4)
Retain standing dead trees (e.g. snag trees) and mature seed trees which serve as bird nesting and feeding
habitat.
(5)
Discourage creation of small clearings and disproportionate expansion of edge habitat.
(6)
Encourage re-establishment of native forests and woodlands; and
(7)
Adopt harvest techniques to maintain or improve habitat.
(8)
The replacement or establishment of forest or developed woodlands should ensure a diversified plant community
and should include canopy trees, understory trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants.
802/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(9)
Native species should be used for all reforestation and afforestation.
(d)
Fees-In-Lieu of Woodland and Developed Woodland Mitigation. If the planting requirements set forth in Section
5B-114(e), Section 5B-115(e), Section 5B-119 and Section 5B-121. cannot be met, a fee-in-lieu of mitigation
shall be collected in accordance with the following standards:
(1)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be collected and held in a separate account;
(2)
Fee-in-lieu shall be assessed at $1.50 per square foot of required mitigation;
(3)
A portion of fee-in-lieu money can be used for management and administrative costs; however, this cannot
exceed 20% of the fees collected; and
(4)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be used to support reforestation in accordance with Section 5B-114(k).
(e)
Enforcement. Unauthorized clearing, cutting, or removal of vegetation; unauthorized clearing in the Critical
Area, cutting or removal of vegetation in the Buffer; and clearing, cutting or removal of vegetation in excess of
the area permitted to be cleared by this Subtitle are considered a civil violation of this Subtitle and shall result in
fines as set forth in Section 5B-111 of this Subtitle and mandatory planting. The Director of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, or the Director's designee, shall have the authority to issue a citation.
(1)
Unauthorized clearing of natural or developed woodland, and clearing, cutting, or removal of vegetation outside
the Critical Area Buffer, including exceeding the maximum area of clearing allowed through an approved
Conservation Plan as described in Section 5B-119, shall be replanted at three times the total area of clearing
(3:1).
(2)
Unauthorized clearing of natural or developed woodland, and clearing, cutting, or removal of vegetation within
the Critical Area Buffer or other Habitat Protection Areas, including exceeding the maximum area of clearing
allowed through an approved Conservation Plan as described in Section 5B-121, shall be replanted at four times
the total area of clearing (4:1).
(3)
When trees or vegetative cover cannot be fully replaced on-site because of existing vegetation, existing
development, or the size of the parcel, then a fee-in-lieu of planting may be collected. Fees shall be assessed at
$1.50 per square foot of required mitigation.
(4)
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Fines collected from enforcement actions in the Critical Area shall be maintained in a separate account to be
used for reforestation or other habitat enhancing efforts.
(f)
Commercial Timber Harvesting.
(1)
Commercial harvesting of trees is permitted in the Critical Area with the exception of areas within the Buffer
and in Habitat Protection Areas.
(A)
A Forest Management Plan is required for all commercial harvests regardless of size of the area to be cut. The
Plan shall be prepared by a registered professional forester and approved using the process outlined in the
Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Ordinance (Subtitle 25 of the County Code). The plan shall
address mitigation through management techniques including scheduling; size and intensity of harvesting; and
reforestation and stabilization.
(B)
Commercial harvesting practices shall be conducted to protect and conserve the Buffer and Habitat Protection
Areas.
(CB-75-2010; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 5B-120. - Habitat Protection.
(a)
Description. Habitat Protection Areas in the Critical Area are designated for protection and include the following
seven habitats:
(1)
The Critical Area Buffer;
(2)
Habitat of Threatened and Endangered Species and Species in Need of Conservation;
(3)
Plant and Wildlife Habitat Protection Areas;
(4)
Nontidal Wetlands;
(5)
Anadromous Fish Propagation Waters;
(6)
Natural Heritage Areas; and
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(7)
Colonial water bird nesting areas, aquatic areas of historic waterfowl concentration, and forest areas with
breeding populations of forest interior dwelling species.
(b)
Identification. At the time of submittal of a development application, the applicant shall identify habitat
protection areas as described in Section 5B-116.
(c)
Protection Measures. Protection measures for habitat areas within specific sites are developed and enforced
through an approved conservation plan.
(CB-75-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-121. - The Critical Area Buffer.
(a)
Identification of the Critical Area Buffer. The Buffer shall be identified, and the applicable standards applied, on
all lands on which a development activity or a change in land use is proposed when the lands are adjacent to
tidal waters, tributary streams, and tidal wetlands. The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring that the Buffer
is accurately identified and delineated on all submittals for review.
(1)
In any Prince George's County Critical Area Overlay Zone the Buffer is composed of the primary and secondary
buffers as defined below:
(A)
A Primary Buffer is an area one hundred (100) feet from: the mean high water line of tidal waters; the edge of
the bank of tributary streams; and the landward extent of tidal wetlands for each feature measured separately.
(B)
In the R-C-O, the Primary Buffer shall be two hundred (200) feet as described in section (d) below and shall be
measured in the same manner as described above.
(C)
The Secondary Buffer includes areas contiguous to the Primary Buffer that are essential for the Buffer to
perform all of its integral functions, including:
(i)
A steep slope at a rate of four feet for every one percent of slope or the entire steep slope to the top of the slope,
whichever is greater;
(ii)
A nontidal wetland to the upland boundary of the nontidal wetland;
(iii)
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The 100-foot buffer that is associated with a Nontidal Wetland of Special State Concern as stated in COMAR §
26.23.06.01;
(iv)
The 100-year floodplain;
(v)
For an area of hydric soils or highly erodible soils, the lesser of:
(aa)
The landward edge of the hydric soils or highly erodible soils; or
(bb)
Three hundred feet where the 300 foot expansion area includes the minimum 100-foot Primary Buffer and is
measured from the features as described in (A) above.
(b)
Critical Area Buffer Function:
(1)
Provide for the removal or reduction of sediments, nutrients, and potentially harmful or toxic substances in
runoff entering the Bay and its tributaries.
(2)
Minimize the adverse effects of human activities on wetlands, shoreline, stream banks, tidal waters, and aquatic
resources.
(3)
Maintain an area of transitional habitat between aquatic and upland communities.
(4)
Maintain the natural environment of streams.
(5)
Protect riparian wildlife habitat.
(c)
Critical Area Buffer Delineation. An applicant for a development activity or a change in land use shall delineate
on all plans the primary and secondary buffers as defined in (a) above.
(d)
Buffer Establishment for New Subdivisions and Changes in the Proposed Use in the R-C-O. Applications for a
subdivision or for a proposed change in the use of the subject property requiring conservation plan approval
shall include:
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(1)
On land located within the R-C-O, plans shall show the delineation of:
(A)
Primary and Secondary Buffers in accordance with section (a) above; or
(B)
A Primary Buffer of at least 200 feet from a tidal waterway or tidal wetlands; and a Primary Buffer of at least
100-feet from a tributary stream.
(2)
The provisions of subsection (1) above do not apply if the application involves the use of growth allocation.
(e)
Permitted Activities. New development is permitted in the Buffer associated with a water-dependent activity as
noted in the Zoning Ordinance or for shore erosion control measures as described in Section 5B-124. All other
uses and structures are prohibited within the Buffer, except where an appropriate variance has been requested
and approved by the Planning Board.
(f)
Buffer Establishment in Vegetation. Except for the in-kind replacement of a principal structure, those
applications listed in Subsection (1) below that occur outside the Buffer and that are located on a riparian lot or
parcel that includes Critical Area Buffers to tidal waters, tidal wetlands, or tributary streams, an applicant shall
establish the Buffer in vegetation and provide a Buffer Management Plan in accordance with this section.
(1)
The provisions of this section apply to:
(A)
A new subdivision or a new lot;
(B)
A lot or parcel that is converted from one land use to another; or
(C)
Development on a lot or a parcel created before January 1, 2010.
Table (f)(2) Required Area of Buffer Establishment
Development Category

Buffer Establishment Required

New Development on a Vacant Lot

⇐Fully Establish the Buffer⇒

New Subdivision or New Lot

⇐Fully Establish the Buffer⇒

New Lot With An Existing Dwelling Unit

⇐Buffer Establishment is Based on Total Lot
Coverage⇒

Conversion of a Land Use on a Parcel or Lot to
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Another Land Use

⇐Fully Establish the Buffer⇒

Addition or Accessory Structure

⇐Increase the Buffer Vegetation Based on Net
Increase in Lot Coverage⇒

Substantial Alteration

⇐Increase the Buffer Vegetation Based on Total Lot
Coverage⇒

(2)
If the Buffer is not fully forested at the time of application, the area of the Buffer required to be established
through planting shall be in accordance with the Table (f)(2).
(3)
Per Table (f)(2) where the Buffer is to be increased using total lot coverage proposed, the minimum amount of
planting in the Buffer shall be equal to the amount of Critical Area lot coverage proposed.
(4)
Where the Buffer is to be increased using the net increase in lot coverage proposed, the minimum amount of
additional planting in the Buffer shall be equal to the amount of the net increase Critical Area lot coverage
proposed.
(5)
Applicants for development as set forth in Subsection (1) above shall obtain approval from the Planning Director
or the Director's designee of a Buffer Management Plan that meets the following standards:
(A)
The Plan shall be developed in accordance with the planting standards set forth in section (g) below;
(B)
For new subdivisions the Plan shall include the installation of signs delineating the upland boundary of the
Buffer at a ratio of at least one sign per lot or per 200 feet of shoreline, whichever is applicable; and
(C)
The financial assurance required in section (j) below may not be released until the entire area of the Buffer
contains at least 300 viable native woody stems per acre.
(6)
For Buffer establishment that exceeds one acre, the Buffer Management Plan may allow natural regeneration up
to 50% of the area required for establishment if:
(A)
The entirety of the natural regeneration area is within 50 feet of a mature forest that contains a seed bank of
native species adequate for natural regeneration;
(B)
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The Plan includes a supplemental planting plan for implementation if necessary; and
(C)
The financial assurance period is at least seven years.
(g)
Mitigation and planting standards. A Buffer Management Plan shall meet the following planting and mitigation
standards:
(1)
As appropriate to the site, the Plan shall:
(A)
Prohibit the creation of new lawn or turf areas onsite in the Buffer;
(B)
Use native species;
(C)
Require the stabilization of the ground with mulch or non-invasive ground cover or both;
(D)
Ensure the survival of all nursery stock for at least two years;
(E)
Ensure the survival of flexible stock in accordance with Table (g)(4) - Flexible Stocking Standards; and
(F)
Locate all mitigation in the Buffer in a manner that provides optimum habitat and water quality benefits.
(2)
Credits for planting shall be based on the type and size of the vegetation and the maximum composition as set
forth in the table below:
Table (g)(2) Nursery Stock Credits
Vegetation Type
(Species)

Minimum
Size

Credit
(Square Feet)

Maximum
Composition

Canopy Tree

2" caliper and 8' high

200

Canopy Tree

1" caliper and 6' high

100

Understory Tree

1" caliper and 6' high

75

Large Shrub

1 gallon and 4 feet high

50

30%

Small Shrub

1 gallon and 18" high

25

20%

Herbaceous

1 quart

2

20%
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perennials *
Planting
Cluster 1 *

1 Canopy Tree plus 3 Large Shrubs or 6
Small Shrubs of sizes listed above

300

Planting
Cluster 2 *

2 Understory Trees plus 3 Large Shrubs or
6 Small Shrubs of sizes listed above

350

* These options are only available for Buffer mitigation of less than 1 acre.
(3)
The Plan may allow the combination of the planting and mitigation standards found in Table (g)(2) - Nursery
Stock Credits in paragraph (2) and Table (g)(3) - Flexible Stocking Table in paragraph (4) in accordance with the
Combination Planting Table below:
Table (g)(3) Combination Planting Standards
Requirement

Establishment

Mitigation

Amount

Options

Less than ¼ acre

Nursery stock according to Table (2) for the entire area

Greater than ¼
acre ≤ 1 acre

At least 50% of the area in nursery stock according to Table (2),
the remainder according to Table (4)

Greater than 1
acre to ≤ 5 acres

At least 25% of the area in nursery stock according to Table (2),
the remainder according to Table (4)

Greater than 5
acres

At least 10% of the area in nursery stock according to Table (2),
the remainder according to Table (4)

Less than 1 acre

Nursery stock according to Table (2) for the entire area

1 Acre or greater

At least 50% of area in nursery stock according to Table (2), the
remainder according to Table (4)

(4)
Plant stocking for establishment and mitigation that uses the combination planting table above shall stock the
remainder using only types of planting stock in accordance with the Flexible Stocking Table below:
Table (g)(4) Flexible Stocking Standards
Required
Survival
Rate

Required Survival
Prior to Release of
Financial Assurance

Bare-root seedling or whip 700

50%
350 per acre

5 years

½" to 1" Container grown
450
trees

75%
337 per acre

2 years

Greater than 1" container
grown trees

90%
315 per acre

2 years

Stock Size
(Trees Only)

Number
per Acre

350
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(h)
Calculating Required Mitigation for Authorized Disturbance Or Clearing. Buffer mitigation shall be based on
the area of the Buffer that is disturbed or developed and the ecosystem function lost and shall be calculated as
follows:
(1)
Mitigation for individual trees removed without disturbance to other vegetation is based on the diameter of the
tree at 4.5 feet above the ground surface and is required at a rate of 100 square feet for every one inch of
diameter if the tree is greater than two-inches in diameter.
(2)
Mitigation for any clearing of other vegetation, including trees and woody vegetation less than two inches in
diameter, and for development activity within the Buffer is based on the square footage disturbed and is required
at the ratios set forth in the table below:
Table (h)(2) Mitigation Ratios for Authorized Development Activities
Activity

Mitigation Ratio

Shore erosion control

1:1

Riparian water access

2:1

Development or redevelopment of water-dependent facilities 2:1
Variance

3:1

(3)
Mitigation for clearing or development activity affecting woodlands or developed woodlands within the Buffer
is based on the number of trees removed plus the area disturbed for the development activity, and is the sum of
the mitigation specified in standards (1) and (2) above. Based on the development activity that is proposed, these
ratios may be cumulative. Mitigation ratios for a violation in the Critical Area are provided in Section 5B-119(e)
and may also be cumulative.
(4)
Mitigation for the removal of dead, diseased, or dying trees is based on each tree removed and is required at one
tree for each tree removed.
(5)
Mitigation for the removal of invasive species is based on the area disturbed and is required at a one-to-one
ratio.
(i)
Locating Buffer mitigation. Mitigation plantings shall be located on-site within the Buffer, unless this is not
feasible due to site constraints. The following alternatives may be used in the following order of priority:
(1)
On-site and adjacent to the Buffer;
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(2)
On-site and elsewhere within the Critical Area;
(3)
Off-site in the Critical Area and in the same watershed;
(4)
Off-site in the Critical Area; or
(5)
Payment of a fee-in-lieu of mitigation as described in Section 5B-119(n) of this Subtitle.
(j)
Required Submittal of Buffer Management Plans. When the Buffer is required to be established or mitigation is
required for disturbance to the Buffer, a Buffer Management Plan is required. A Buffer Management Plan may
be a Simplified Plan or a Standard Plan as described in section (k) and (l) below. Both the Simplified Plan and
Standard Plan must be approved by the Planning Director or the Director's designee in accordance with the
standards described in sections (k) and (l) below with the approval of either a conservation plan or staff level
review as appropriate.
(1)
A Buffer Management Plan is required when the Buffer must be established per Sections (f) and (g) of this
Division. The Plan must be submitted with all other application materials and clearly specify the area to be
planted and state if the applicant is:
(A)
Fully establishing the Buffer;
(B)
Partially establishing an area of the Buffer equal to the net increase in lot coverage, or
(C)
Partially establishing an area of the Buffer equal to the total lot coverage.
(2)
A Buffer Management Plan shall also be required for any disturbance to the Buffer that results from the approval
or issuance of the following including mitigation for a violation:
(A)
A variance;
(B)
A subdivision;
(C)
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A site plan;
(D)
A shore erosion control permit as required under COMAR 26.24.01;
(E)
A building permit;
(F)
A grading permit; or
(G)
A special exception.
(k)
Simplified Buffer Management Plan.
(1)
The Planning Director or the Director's designee may approve a Simplified Buffer Management Plan for the
following activities:
(A)
To provide an access path to a private pier or to the shoreline that is no wider than three feet;
(B)
To cut a tree that is in imminent danger of falling and causing damage to a dwelling or other structure,
(C)
To cut a tree which is in danger of falling and causing blockage to a stream;
(D)
To cut a tree which may accelerate shoreline erosion;
(E)
To perform a horticultural practice to maintain the health of an individual tree;
(F)
To manually remove invasive or noxious vegetation; and
(G)
To establish up to 500 square feet of vegetation in the Buffer if required for development activities located
outside the Buffer per Section (f) above.
(2)
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An application for a Simplified Buffer Management Plan includes the following minimum information:
(A)
For activities in subsection (1)(a) through (1)(f):
(i)
A brief statement describing the activity, how it will be accomplished (i.e. chainsaw, hand removal, etc.), and the
anticipated date of the work;
(ii)
Proposed mitigation;
(iii)
Proposed mitigation planting date; and
(iv)
Signature of the responsible party.
(B)
For establishment of up to 1,000 square feet of vegetation in the Buffer a plan showing the proposed species
type, the quantity of plants, the size of plants, and the stock type that is proposed for installation.
(l)
Standard Buffer Management Plan. A Standard Buffer Management Plan is required for development activities
described in Section (j) above that exceed the limitations for Simplified Buffer Management Plans. The
requirements for a standard Buffer Management Plan may be shown on a conservation plan or on a separate plan
if a conservation plan is not required. Standard Buffer Management Plans are approved by the Planning Director
or the Director's designee.
(1)
A Standard Buffer Management Plan must include all of the following information:
(A)
A plan that shows the limit of disturbance, the total number and size of trees removed, if applicable, and the
arrangement of the proposed planting;
(B)
A landscape schedule showing the proposed species type, the quantity of plants, the size of plants, and the stock
type that is proposed for installation;
(C)
For planting requirements that do not exceed 5,000 square feet:
(i)
The anticipated planting date;
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(ii)
A maintenance plan that includes:
(aa)
Practices to control invasive species and pests and minimize herbivory;
(bb)
The signature of a responsible party;
(cc)
Provisions for monitoring and reinforcement planting if survival rates fall below those required in this Subtitle;
(dd)
A signature that confirms the review and approval of the maintenance plan by the Planning Director or the
Director's designee.
(ee)
A statement that grants permission to DPW&T and M-NCPPC to enter the property to inspect the plantings at
appropriate times.
(D)
For planting requirements that exceeds 5,000 square feet:
(i)
The anticipated planting date, which for establishment shall be prior to issuance of any permit;
(ii)
A maintenance plan that includes:
(aa)
Provisions necessary to ensure the survival of the planting;
(bb)
Practices to control invasive species and pests and minimize herbivory;
(cc)
The signature of a responsible party;
(dd)
Provisions for monitoring and reinforcement planting if survival rates fall below those required in 5B-119(g);
and
(ee)
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A signature that confirms the review and approval of the maintenance plan by the Planning Director or the
Director's designee.
(ff)
A statement that grants permission to DPW&T and M-NCPPC to enter the property to inspect the plantings at
appropriate times.
(iii)
A long-term protection plan that includes:
(aa)
Deed restrictions, plat notes, easements, or other agreements required by the County to ensure the protection of
Buffer vegetation in accordance with the provisions of this section;
(bb)
The signature of the property owner or developer;
(cc)
Evidence of financial assurance accepted by the local jurisdiction before final approval of a subdivision or site
plan that covers the planting and survivability requirement;
(dd)
Provisions for monitoring and reinforcement planting if survival rates fall below those required in this Chapter;
and
(ee)
A signature that confirms the review and approval of the maintenance plan by the Planning Director or the
Director's designee.
(2)
Upon Subdivision Approval.
(A)
Prior to final plat recordation, an applicant shall:
(i)
Post permanent signs delineating the upland boundary of the Buffer at a ratio of at least one sign per lot or per
200 linear feet of shoreline, whichever is applicable;
(ii)
Provide evidence that the signs have been installed; and
(iii)
Each sign required under paragraph (A) of this subsection shall:
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(aa)
Be at least 11 inches in width and 15 inches in height;
(bb)
Be placed at a height of 4.5 feet, but not attached to a tree; and
(cc)
Clearly state "Critical Area Buffer - No clearing or disturbance permitted".
(B)
The final plat shall delineate a conservation easement for the Buffer.
(m)
Prohibitions.
(1)
The Planning Board may not grant a variance to the planting and mitigation standards described in this subtitle.
(2)
DER may not issue a final use and occupancy permit to an applicant for a permit listed under subsection (j)(2)
unless the applicant:
(A)
Completes the implementation of a Buffer Management Plan; or
(B)
Provides financial assurance to cover the costs for:
(i)
Materials and installation; and
(ii)
Long-term survivability in accordance with the requirements of subsection (l)(l)(D) above.
(n)
Fees-In-Lieu of Buffer Mitigation. If the planting requirements set forth in sections (f), (g)(2) through (4)and (h)
of this chapter cannot be met, DPW&T shall collect a fee-in-lieu of mitigation in accordance with the following
standards and Section 5B-119(d):
(1)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be collected and held in a separate account;
(2)
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Fee-in-lieu shall be assessed at $1.50 per square foot of required Buffer mitigation;
(3)
A portion of fee-in-lieu money can be used for management and administrative costs; however, this cannot
exceed 20% of the fees collected; and
(4)
Fee-in-lieu monies shall be used as follows:
(A)
To establish the Buffer on sites where planting is not a condition of development or redevelopment;
(B)
For water quality and habitat enhancement projects as described in an agreement between DPW&T, M-NCPPC
and the Commission.
(o)
Shore Erosion Control Projects. Shore erosion control measures are permitted activities within the Buffer in
accordance with the following requirements:
(1)
An applicant for a shore erosion control project that affects the Buffer in any way, including, but not limited to
access, vegetation removal and pruning, or backfilling shall submit a Buffer Management Plan in accordance
with the requirements of this chapter; and
(2)
Comply fully with all of the policies and criteria for a shore erosion control project stated in COMAR 27.01.04
and COMAR 26.24.06.01.
(p)
Agriculture in the Buffer. Agricultural activities within the Buffer are subject to the limitations and standards of
5B-102.
(CB-75-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 5B-122. - Non-tidal Wetlands.
(a)
Identification. Nontidal wetlands shall be delineated in the field according to the Federal Manual. The applicant
shall be responsible for ensuring that nontidal wetlands are accurately identified and delineated on all plan
submittals.
(b)
Functions of nontidal wetlands:
(1)
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Removal or reduction of sediments, nutrients, and potentially harmful or toxic substances in runoff entering the
Bay and its tributaries;
(2)
Control, infiltration, and absorption of floodwaters associated with extreme high tides and storm events;
(2)
Minimize the adverse effects of human activities on waterways and aquatic resources;
(3)
Maintain an area of transitional habitat between aquatic and upland communities;
(4)
Maintain the natural environment of streams;
(5)
Provide wildlife habitat for wetland species.
(c)
Standards for non-tidal wetland protection. In addition to the standards set forth in this Subtitle for protection of
the Buffer and expansion of the Buffer for nontidal wetlands, development activity affecting nontidal wetlands
shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
New development activity is prohibited in nontidal wetlands unless the development activity is water dependent
and requires access to a nontidal wetland as a central element of its basic function, or is not water dependent,
and has no practicable alternative;
(2)
A 25-foot buffer shall be established around all nontidal wetlands. A 100-foot-wide buffer shall be established
around all wetlands of special state concern. Development activities or other activities that may disturb the
wetlands or the wildlife contained therein, shall be prohibited unless it can be shown that these activities will not
adversely affect the wetland. This requirement is not intended to restrict the grazing of livestock in these
wetlands;
(3)
The hydrologic regime and water quality of identified nontidal wetlands shall be protected by providing that
development activities or other land disturbances in the drainage area of the wetlands shall minimize alterations
to the surface or subsurface flow of water into and from the wetlands and not cause impairment of the water
quality or the plant and wildlife and habitat value of the wetland;
(4)
New development activity will first avoid and then minimize adverse impacts to the nontidal wetland based on
consideration of existing topography, vegetation, fish and wildlife resources, and hydrological conditions;
(5)
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New development activity affecting nontidal wetlands must be designed so that it does not cause or contribute to
a degradation of ground waters or surface waters; and
(6)
Development activity permitted in accordance with these standards must be consistent with any comprehensive
watershed management plan developed or approved by the Department under Environment Article, §5-908,
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(d)
Review process. Applicants for approval of development projects that involve disturbance or alteration to
nontidal wetlands or the 25-foot buffer shall require a variance and shall demonstrate:
(1)
That proposed impacts are unavoidable;
(2)
That alternative proposals were evaluated; and
(3)
That mitigation measures will be provided. Mitigation measures shall provide water quality benefits and plant
and wildlife habitat equivalent to those of the wetland destroyed or altered and shall be accomplished, to the
extent possible, on site or near the affected wetland.
(CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-123. - Other Habitat Protection Areas.
(a)
Habitat Protection Area Functions:
(1)
Protect threatened and endangered species, those species in need of conservation and their habitats, which occur
in the Critical Area;
(2)
Conserve wildlife habitat in the Critical Area;
(3)
Protect those wildlife habitats that tend to be least abundant or which may become so in the future if current
land-use trends continue;
(4)
Protect those wildlife habitat types which are required to support the continued present of various species;
(5)
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Protect those wildlife habitat types and plant communities which are determined by the County to be of local
significance; and
(6)
Protect Natural Heritage Areas.
(b)
Habitat Protection Areas Identified.
(1)
An applicant shall request review by the Department of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service (DNRWHS) to identify the habitats listed below and provide copy of the review as evidence with the Conservation
Plan, including;
(A)
Threatened or endangered species or species in need of conservation,
(B)
Colonial water bird nesting sites;
(C)
Historic waterfowl staging and concentration areas in tidal waters, tributary streams or tidal and non-tidal
wetlands;
(D)
Existing riparian forests (example: relatively mature forests of at least 300 feet in width which occur adjacent to
streams, wetlands, or the bay shoreline and which are documented breeding areas);
(E)
Forest areas utilized as breeding areas by forest interior dwelling birds and other wildlife species);
(F)
Other areas which may, in the future, be identified by the State and Federal agencies as important plant and
wildlife habitat areas;
(G)
Other plant and wildlife habitats determined to be of local significance; and
(H)
Natural Heritage Areas which have been designated based on consultation with the (DNR WHS).
(2)
If any habitats are identified on a project site, the applicant shall be responsible for including measures on the
Conservation Plan that protects and conserves the species and habitats identified as recommended by DNR WHS
adequate to provide for long-term conservation and can be implemented on the specific site. The M-NCPPC, in
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consultation with appropriate State and/or Federal agencies and in consultation with local agencies will verify
that the ecological and areal requirements of the species of habitat are adequate for protection.
(c)
Standards. The following standards shall apply to the Conservation Plan for the habitats listed above:
(1)
Any development or significant land use change of property which may contain plant or wildlife habitat areas
listed above will require a site specific survey. The survey shall be submitted along with design plans and a
written description of the measures the property owner proposes to take to protect the habitats identified.
(2)
The site survey will be based on an evaluation zone created around each known site of a rare, threatened or
endangered species in which new development activities or other disturbances shall be prohibited unless it can
be shown that the activities will not have or cause adverse impacts on the species.
(A)
In the case of bird and mammal species, this evaluation zone shall be a two thousand (2,000) foot radius.
(B)
In the case of other wildlife species, this evaluation zone shall be a two hundred (200) foot radius.
(C)
In the case of fish species, this evaluation zone shall include all contiguous waters within two thousand (2,000)
feet and the specified buffers.
(D)
In the case of plant species, this evaluation zone shall be a two hundred (200) foot radius.
(E)
In the case of Natural Heritage Areas, this evaluation zone shall be set by boundary of the Natural Heritage
Area.
(3)
For development activities in L-D-O and R-C-O, Conservation Plans shall establish wildlife corridors to be used
to connect areas left in forest cover with any large forest tracts which are located outside of the area of the
property being developed or subdivided. The area left in forest cover (at least 70 percent of the tract in L-D-Os
or R-C-Os as required by this Subtitle) shall be adjacent to larger forest, not left as an isolated island of trees.
Planting required as a mitigation measure shall also be adjacent to other habitat.
(4)
New water-dependent facilities shall be located to prevent disturbance to sites of significance to wildlife such as
historic, aquatic staging and concentration areas for waterfowl. The following restrictions apply to Water
Dependent Facilities:
(A)
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Unless unavoidable, as determined by the Planning Board, new water dependent facilities shall not be placed
within or adjacent to waterfowl conservation areas.
(B)
If a new facility must be placed, its use shall be limited to the extent practicable during the period from
November through March to avoid waterfowl disturbance.
(5)
Protection measures, including a buffer area, shall be established where appropriate, for other plant and wildlife
habitat sites identified in this Subtitle.
(6)
Forested areas required to support wildlife species identified as threatened and endangered, or in need of
conservation, shall be protected and conserved by developing management programs which have as their
objective, conserving the wildlife that inhabit or use the areas. Development activities, or the clearing or cutting
of trees which might occur in the areas, shall be conducted so as to conserve riparian habitat, forest interior
wildlife species and their habitat. Management measures may include incorporating appropriate wildlife
protection elements into Timber Harvest Plans, Forest Management Plans, cluster zoning or other site design
criteria which provide for the conservation of wildlife habitat. Measures may also include Soil Conservation
Plans which have wildlife habitat protection provisions appropriate to the areas defined above, and incentive
programs which use the acquisition of easements and other similar techniques.
(7)
The following specific standards also apply:
(A)
Bald Eagle Protection Standards. A three-zone protection area of one-quarter (1/4) mile (1,320') in radius around
each Bald Eagle nest shall be established and the Conservation Plan shall include the following recommended
protection measures:
(i)
Zone 1 shall include the area extending from the nest out to a radius of three hundred-thirty (330) feet from the
nest. In this zone, timber cutting, land clearing and development activities are prohibited. Hiking, fishing and
agricultural activities may be permitted from June 16 to December 14. These activities and human activities in
general should not be permitted in this zone from December 15 to June 15.
(ii)
Zone 2 extends from the outer limit of Zone 1 to a radius of six hundred-sixty (660) feet from the nest. In this
zone, major habitat changes should be avoided, including clear-cutting, land clearing and development activity.
Hunting, hiking, fishing and agricultural activities may be permitted from June 16 to December 14. These
activities and human activity in general should not be permitted in this zone from December 15 to June 15.
Agricultural activities may be permitted if Department of Natural Resources data indicate that the nesting eagles
are tolerant of these activities. From August 16 to November 14, selective thinning and maintenance of timber
stands and building and road maintenance may be permitted.
(iii)
Zone 3 extends from the outer limit of Zone 2 to a radius of one thousand three hundred-twenty (1,320) feet
from the nest. Timber cutting, land clearing and development activities should be restricted from December 15
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to June 15. Other activities in this zone that are within sight of the eagles on the nest may need to be restricted
during this time period in accordance with the Department of Natural Resources' recommendations.
(iv)
If a Bald Eagle nest has not been used for three successive nesting seasons, any protective regulations applied to
the specific site may be removed after verification by the Department of Natural Resources that the nest has
been abandoned.
(B)
Forest Interior Dwelling Species Protection Standards. When proposing development activities within riparian
forests or forest areas utilized as breeding areas by forest interior dwelling birds, applicants shall follow the
guidance found in the Critical Area Commission publication entitled, A Guide to the Conservation of Forest
Interior Dwelling Birds in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, dated June 2000, and as may be subsequently
amended. In addition, the Department of Natural Resources may make specific recommendations based on an
evaluation of the site and the proposed development.
(i)
The following (BMPs) (BMPs) shall apply to Forests with Interior Dwelling Bird Species:
(aa)
Minimize disturbance during the May-August breeding season (i.e. from off-road vehicles, intensive public use,
or logging).
(bb)
Focus the development or disturbance on the periphery of the area (i.e. roads, utility line corridors, structures).
(cc)
Retain the contiguous cover of branches and foliage formed by the crowns of adjacent trees and shrubs
underneath the canopy (e.g. understory vegetation).
(dd)
Retain standing dead trees (e.g. snag trees) which serve as bird nesting and feeding habitat.
(ee)
Discourage creation of small clearings and disproportionate expansion of forest edge habitat.
(ff)
If a forest area is temporarily cleared, it shall be allowed to return to native forest vegetation.
(gg)
Timber harvesting techniques to maintain or improve habitat for forest interior dwelling bird species shall be
used.
(C)
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Colonial Water Bird Nesting Sites Protection Standards. Buffer areas for colonial water bird (heron, egret, tern,
and glossy ibis) nesting sites shall be established (if such birds are found to exist in the Critical Area) so that
these sites are protected from the adverse impacts of development activities and from disturbance during the
breeding season. In designated colonial waterbird nesting sites, the following guidelines shall apply:
(i)
A large enough buffer shall be maintained so that a person walking the perimeter will not cause disturbance.
This buffer shall be a minimum of 200 feet.
(ii)
Access to the buffer shall be prohibited during the nest building and incubation periods, from February through
April.
(iii)
During February through April, noise shall be minimized in areas adjacent to the buffer. Use of chain saws and
large grading machinery such as bulldozers shall be prohibited. The use of agricultural equipment may be
exempted.
(D)
Natural Heritage Area Protection Standards. Natural Heritage Areas shall be protected from alterations due to
development activities or cutting or clearing so that the structure and species composition of the areas are
maintained.
(i)
The following areas within the Critical Area of the County are officially identified and designated as Natural
Heritage Areas:
(aa)
Patuxent Marshes
(bb)
Magruder's Landing
(ii)
Development activities or cutting and clearing in Natural Heritage Areas shall be prohibited unless an analysis is
performed and measures proposed to mitigate any adverse impacts of the proposed activities. The analysis and
mitigation measures shall be prepared by qualified professionals (e.g. ornithologists, zoologists, environmental
engineers and planners) at the expense of the applicant and shall address the expected effects on the natural
environment within the Natural Heritage Area.
(iii)
The analysis shall be submitted to M-NCPPC which will then submit it to the State Department of Natural
Resources for review and comment. Upon receiving said comment and, if appropriate, upon seeking the advice
of expert consultants, M-NCPPC shall find against or in favor of the activities or may make suggestions for
changing the analysis and ask the applicant to resubmit the analysis. The initial review between M-NCPPC and
State Department of Natural Resources should be completed within sixty (60) days from submission.
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(E)
Anadromous Fish Propagation Waters. Within anadromous fish propagation watersheds, the following measures
are required:
(i)
The installation or introduction of concrete riprap or other artificial surfaces onto the bottom of natural streams
shall be prohibited unless it can be demonstrated that water quality and fisheries habitat can be improved.
(ii)
Channelization or other physical alterations which may change the course or circulation of a stream and thereby
interfere with the movement of fish, shall be prohibited.
(iii)
Each development activity that occurs within a watershed draining to anadromous fish propagation waters shall
fulfill the following objectives:
(aa)
Minimize development activities or land disturbances within the watershed;
(bb)
Maintain, or if practicable, improve water quality in affected streams or other water bodies;
(cc)
Minimize to the extent possible the discharge of sediments into affected streams or other water bodies;
(dd)
Maintain, or if practicable, increase the natural or native vegetation of the watershed and tree canopy over the
streams;
(iv)
Each development activity shall ensure coordination and compliance with complementary State laws and
regulations:
(aa)
Prohibit the construction or placement of dams or other structures that would interfere with or prevent the
movement of spawning fish or larval forms in streams or other designated water bodies. If practical, existing
structures shall be removed; and
(bb)
Ensure that the construction, repair or maintenance activities associated with bridges, or other stream crossing or
with utilities and roads, which involve disturbance within the buffer or which occur in-stream, as described in
COMAR 08.05.03.11B(5), shall be prohibited between March 1 and June 15 of each year.
(d)
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Habitat Protection Plans. If impacts are proposed to any of the habitat protection areas identified in Section 5B123, a Habitat Protection Plan shall be developed and implemented as part of the approved Conservation Plan.
The following process shall be used to address the ecological requirements of the species or habitat:
(1)
A management program and area of designation shall be shown on the Conservation Plan.
(2)
The Environmental Planning Section of M-NCPPC, in consultation with appropriate state and/or federal
agencies and in consultation with other county agencies, shall verify that the ecological and areal requirements
are adequate for protection of the species in question.
(3)
Revisions to the Habitat Protection Plan may be required to reflect the comments of the reviewing agencies.
(4)
Management programs and areal designation of Habitat Protection Areas shall be incorporated into pending or
future Conservation Plans and shall be in conformance with the requirements for preservation and mitigation as
described in the plan. The provisions of the Habitat Protection Plan shall be reflected on the Conservation
Agreement.
(CB-75-2010)
Sec. 5B-124. - Shore Erosion Protection.
(a)
Purpose. The alteration of the natural landscape and the use of structural devices to protect the shoreline from
erosion can result in a significant disturbance to the aquatic environment and increase erosion downstream. This
section for limits the use of structural erosion control devices to only those areas where major erosion problems
exist and where living shorelines or nonstructural erosion control measures are not practical or effective. In
general, improvements to protect a person's property against erosion shall consist of nonstructural measures that
preserve the natural environment, such as marsh creation, maintenance of buffer zones, and the establishment of
natural barriers to prevent intrusion on fragile, vegetated shorelines are encouraged. The criteria set forth in this
section are not intended to apply to those structures necessarily associated with Water-dependent Facilities as
discussed in Section 5B-118.
(b)
Permits and Approvals Required. A grading permit or building permit is required for all shoreline erosion
control activities. An approved Conservation Plan is required prior to the issuance of any permit. M-NCPPC,
DPW&T and, as necessary, DER shall sign off on all permits associated with shore erosion protection projects.
(c)
Standards for erosion protection. Each application for shore erosion protection shall meet the following
standards:
(1)
Structural control measures shall only be used in areas where appreciable erosion has occurred and where nonstructural measures would not be practical or effective in controlling erosion as mapped by the Maryland
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Department of the Environment or otherwise approved by the Maryland Department of the Environment through
the waiver process.
(2)
Where structural erosion control is required, the measure that best provides for conservation of plant, fish, and
wildlife habitat and that is practical and effective shall be used.
(3)
Living shorelines and non-structural measures shall be utilized in areas of erosion where they would be a
practical and effective method of erosion control.
(4)
Structural erosion measures shall not be permitted in areas where no significant erosion occurs.
(5)
If significant alterations in the characteristics of a shoreline occur, the measure that best fits the change may be
used for sites in that area.
(d)
Shoreline changes. Storms and other natural events may change current shoreline erosion patterns. As a result,
an individual may use the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) waiver process to request the use of
a structural erosion control device in an area that is not currently designated for structural controls. An MDE
waiver request shall be submitted to the Director and must be accompanied by documentation that identifies the
specific location of the site to be protected and describes the event or events that led to the change in the erosion
pattern. Notification of such a request shall be sent to MDE and M-NCPPC for review and comment prior to
approval.
(e)
Process. When reviewing a conservation plan for structural erosion control devices, the application shall be
referred to the Soil Conservation District for field verification of the need for structural erosion control as well
as for recommendations on proposed erosion control mechanisms.
(1)
Any application for the installation of an erosion control device must, at a minimum, include the following
information:
(A)
Photographs of the erosion problem;
(B)
The specific location of the site indicated on a 7 ½ Minute USGS
Topographic Quadrangle Map;
(C)
Soil type and erodibility;
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(D)
A copy of the proposed Conservation Plan; and
(E)
The proposed and existing land use.
(2)
Applications must include either a copy of the application for authorization from the Maryland Department of
the Environment and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or an approved authorization. An approved
authorization does not prohibit the Director from denying or modifying the application to the County prior to
permit approval.
(f)
Mitigation. Most shore erosion control projects involve disturbance to the shoreline and the Buffer. Mitigation
shall be provided for disturbance in accordance with the provisions of Section 5B-119. Shore erosion control
projects that are installed completely from the water and involve only offshore measures, such as breakwaters,
may not require mitigation if the applicant demonstrates that the construction does not affect the Buffer.
(CB-75-2010)
SUBTITLE 6. - EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 6-101. - Intent of Subtitle; scope.
(a)
The intent of this Subtitle is to provide for the preparation and carrying out of plans for the mitigation of,
preparation for, response to and recovery from disasters and major emergencies for the emergency management
of persons and property within the County in the event of an enemy attack, sabotage or other hostile action, or
from fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, or other natural causes, and to provide for the coordination of the
emergency management functions of the County with all public agencies and their various departments, with
other Counties, cities and political subdivisions, and with private agencies, organizations, persons and
corporations of every type to insure the complete and efficient utilization of all facilities available to combat any
disaster or emergency.
(b)
The Office of Emergency Management created by this Subtitle shall be the coordinating agency for all activity
of the emergency management program, and during a period of attack, terrorist act or natural disaster it will act
as the instrument through which the County Executive may exercise the authority and discharge the
responsibilities vested in him by this Subtitle.
(c)
This Subtitle shall not relieve any County department of the normal responsibilities of authority ascribed to it,
nor will it adversely affect the work of the American Red Cross or other volunteer agencies dedicated to disaster
relief activities.
(CB-69-2001)
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Editor's note— As to State Law concerning civil defense, see Maryland Energy Management Agency Act,
Article 16A, Annotated Code of Maryland.
Sec. 6-102. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subtitle:
(1)
Attack shall mean a direct assault against the County by the forces of a hostile nation or the agents thereof,
including assault by bombing, chemical or biological warfare, terrorist act or sabotage.
(2)
Curfew shall mean a prohibition against a person walking, running, standing or motoring upon any alley, street,
highway, public property or vacant premises within the County, excepting persons officially designated to duty
relating to the civil emergency and those persons who are in public places by reason of their employment or a
private emergency involving health, safety or protection of property.
(3)
Director shall mean the Director of the Office of Emergency Management, as executive head of the Office of
Emergency Management, or a Deputy Director duly appointed and acting for the Director in accordance with the
provisions of this Subtitle.
(4)
Emergency shall mean:
(A)
A riot or unlawful assembly characterized by the use of actual force or violence or a threat to use force if
accompanied by immediate power to execute by two (2) or more persons acting together without authority of
law.
(B)
Any man-made calamity within the County resulting in the death or injury of persons or the destruction of
property to such an extent that extraordinary measures must be taken to protect the public health, safety and
welfare.
(C)
Natural disasters, as defined below.
(5)
Emergency management shall mean the preparation for and the carrying out of all emergency functions, other
than functions for which military forces or other Federal agencies are primarily responsible, to prevent,
minimize and repair injury and damage resulting from disasters caused by enemy attack, sabotage or other
hostile action, or by fire, flood or other causes. These functions include, but are not limited to, firefighting
services, police services, medical and health services, communications, radiological, chemical and other special
weapons defense, evacuation of persons from stricken areas, emergency welfare service, civilian aid service,
emergency transportation, plant protection, temporary restoration of public utility services, and other functions
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related to civilian protection, together with all other activities necessary or incidental to the preparation for
carrying out of the foregoing functions.
(6)
Emergency management forces shall mean the employees, equipment and facilities of all County departments,
boards, institutions and commissions suitable for, or adaptable to, emergency management activity and
designated by the County Executive to participate in the emergency management activity. In addition, it shall
include all volunteer personnel, equipment and facilities contributed by, or obtained from volunteer persons or
agencies.
(7)
Emergency management volunteer shall mean any person duly registered and appointed by the Director and
assigned to participate in the emergency management activity.
(8)
Natural disaster shall mean any condition seriously affecting or threatening public health, welfare or security as
a result of severe fire, explosion, flood, tornado, hurricane or similar natural or accidental cause and which is
beyond the control of public or private agencies ordinarily responsible for the control or relief of such
conditions. This does not include riots, strikes, insurrection or civil disturbances.
(9)
Volunteer shall mean contributing service, equipment or facilities to the Office of Emergency Management
without remuneration or without formal agreement or contract of hire.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-103. - Powers of County Council.
If, by reason of any military or warlike catastrophe, there are conditions of serious human suffering, death,
personal injury, and property damage, or any of these conditions in the County, and the Governor of Maryland
for this reason officially has proclaimed part or all of the County to be within an emergency area, actual or
threatened, the County Council has such authority as set forth by Section 35 of Article 16A of the Annotated
Code of Maryland as amended from time to time.
(Laws 1943, ch. 654, Sec. 1; 1943 Code, Sec. 282; 1953 Code, Sec. 338; PLL 1963, Sec. 13-l; (CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-104. - Emergency power and authority of County Executive over emergency management.
(a)
The County Executive may exercise the emergency power and authority as specified in this Subtitle.
(b)
Under the following circumstances, the County Executive may assemble and utilize the emergency management
forces and may prescribe the manner and condition of their use:
(1)
Whenever, on the basis of information received from authoritative sources, the County Executive feels that an
attack in the County or an emergency is impending or imminent;
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(2)
During any period of attack or emergency in the County, and thereafter so long as the County Executive deems it
necessary.
(c)
During any period when attack or emergency in the County is imminent or when the County has been subjected
to attack or emergency, the County Executive may promulgate such reasonable regulations as he deems
necessary to protect life and property and preserve critical resources. Such regulations may include, but shall not
be limited to, the following:
(1)
Regulations prohibiting or restricting the movement of vehicles in order to facilitate the mass movement of
persons from critical areas of the County;
(2)
Regulations pertaining to the movement of persons from areas deemed to be hazardous or vulnerable to attack or
emergency;
(3)
Regulations designed to lessen the hazards to property and citizens from attack or emergency.
(d)
The County Executive shall order emergency management forces to the aid of other communities in accordance
with the Statutes of the State. The County Executive may request the State, or political subdivisions of the State,
to send aid to the County in case of natural disaster or in case of disaster resulting from attack or emergency
when conditions in the County are beyond the control of the local emergency management forces.
(e)
When obtaining formal approval would result in delay of attack-relief activity, the County Executive may, until
the Council convenes, waive procedures and formalities otherwise required pertaining to the performance of
public works, entering into contracts, the incurring of obligations, the employment of temporary workers, the
rental of equipment, the purchase and distribution of supplies, materials and facilities, and expenditures of
existing funds. The Council is also empowered to waive any such procedures and formalities.
(f)
Whenever the County Executive finds that any condition in the County has attained, or threatens to attain, the
proportions of a natural disaster, the County Executive may assemble and utilize emergency management forces
and may prescribe the manner and conditions of their use. The County Executive, when deemed in the public
interest, may send emergency management forces of the County to the aid of other communities stricken by
natural disaster when such disaster is affecting the health, welfare or security of the stricken community;
provided, that after the County Council convenes, the further continuance of any such natural disaster relief and
the period thereof, shall be subject to the action of the County Council.
(g)
The County Executive may make regulations permitting the conduct of practice air raid alerts or tests of the
Emergency Management Organization. Such regulations shall be filed with the County Council and shall be
binding upon the emergency management forces.
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(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-105. - Subtitle not construed as abridging power of Council.
Nothing in this Subtitle shall be construed as power or authority to abridge or lessen the legislative and
administrative powers of the Council, unless such is specifically granted in this Subtitle.
Sec. 6-106. - Expenditures for emergency management.
No person shall have the right to bind the County by contract, agreement or otherwise, without prior and specific
approval of the County.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-107. - Utilization of existing services and facilities.
In carrying out the provisions of this Subtitle, the County Executive is authorized to utilize the services,
equipment, supplies and facilities of the existing departments, bureaus, offices, commissions, committees,
authorities and agencies of the County to the maximum extent practicable. The officers, agents, employees and
personnel of all such departments, bureaus, offices, commissions, committees, authorities and agencies of the
County shall cooperate with and extend all services and facilities to the County Executive, the Office of
Emergency Management and to the Director.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-108. - Liability of County and agents.
(a)
Neither the County nor any of its agencies, agents or representatives engaged in any emergency management
activities, while complying with or attempting to comply with the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to
the provisions of this Subtitle, except in cases of willful misconduct, shall be liable for the death or injury to any
person or damage to any property, as a result of such activity.
(b)
Any person owning or controlling real estate or other premises who voluntarily and without compensation grants
the County the right to inspect, designate and use the whole or any part of the premises or real estate for the
purpose of sheltering persons during an actual, impending or practice enemy attack or natural disaster shall not
be civilly liable for the death or injury to any person on or about the real estate or premises under license,
privilege or other permission or for loss of or damage to property of such person.
(c)
The provisions of this Section shall not affect the right of any person to receive benefits to which he would
otherwise be entitled to under this Subtitle, or under the Workmen's Compensation Law, or under any pension
law, nor the right of any person to receive any benefits or compensations under any act of Congress.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-109. - Accept service, grant or loan.
Whenever the Federal government or the State or any agency or officer thereof, or any person offers to the
County or to the Office of Emergency Management any services, equipment, supplies, materials or funds by way
of gift, grant or loan for purposes of emergency management and disaster relief, the County, acting through the
County Executive may authorize any officer of the County, or the Director or any Deputy Director of the Office
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of Emergency Management as the case may be, to receive such services, equipment, supplies, materials or funds
on behalf of the County, and subject to the terms of the offer and the rules and regulations, if any, of the agency
making the offer. Such acceptance, however, shall not create any liability on the part of the County, Office of
Emergency Management or any officer, agent or employee thereof for failure to comply with the terms of such
offer and the rules and regulations, if any, of the agency making the offer.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-110. - Coordination of programs; mutual aid agreements.
(a)
All emergency management and disaster relief functions of the County shall be coordinated to the maximum
extent possible with comparable functions of the State, Federal and local governments, including their various
departments and agencies, and with private agencies of every type, to the end that the most effective preparation
and use can be made of the County's manpower resources and facilities for dealing with any disaster or
emergency that may occur.
(b)
The Director of the Office of Emergency Management may, subject to the approval of the County Executive and
County Council, develop, cause to be developed, or enter into mutual aid agreements for reciprocal emergency
management aid and assistance in case of a disaster too great to be dealt with unassisted. The agreements shall
be consistent with the Washington Metropolitan Area and State emergency management plans and programs. In
case of emergency it shall be the duty of each local organization for emergency management to render assistance
in accordance with the mutual aid agreements.
(c)
The Director of the Office of Emergency Management may, subject to the approval of the Governor, enter into
mutual agreements with Emergency Management agencies or organizations in other States for reciprocal
emergency aid and assistance in case of a disaster too great to be dealt with unassisted.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-110.01. - Maryland Emergency Management Assistance Compact.
The County adopts the Maryland Emergency Management Assistance Compact as set forth in Section 14-803 of
the Public Safety Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as it may be amended from time to time.
(CB-64-2008)
Sec. 6-111. - Conflict with State or Federal Statute; military order.
This Subtitle shall not be construed to conflict with any State or Federal Statute or with any military or naval
order, rule, or regulation.
Sec. 6-112. - Unauthorized signals prohibited.
No unauthorized person shall operate a siren or other device so as to simulate a blackout signal, air-raid, alert or
take-cover signal or the termination of blackout, air-raid, alert or take-cover signal.
Sec. 6-113. - Unauthorized display of emergency management insignia.
(a)
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No person shall display any identifying emergency management insignia for any purpose other than that for
which it was intended, or under circumstances not authorized by the Director of the Office of Emergency
Management.
(b)
No person shall wear or display in any manner any insignia, sign or device purported to be a emergency
management insignia, except when such insignia has been duly issued by the Office of Emergency Management
and is displayed in accordance with regulations established by the Director of the Office of Emergency
Management.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-114. - Interfering with Emergency Management Organization and regulations.
No person shall willfully obstruct, hinder or delay any member of the Office of Emergency Management in the
enforcement of any rule or regulation issued pursuant to this Subtitle, or violate any of the rules or regulations
issued pursuant to the authority contained in this Subtitle.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-115. - Police to enforce Subtitle.
The Police Department is authorized and directed to take any necessary action to make effective any order, rule
or regulation promulgated under the authority conferred by this Subtitle.
DIVISION 2. - CIVIL DEFENSE ORGANIZATION.
Sec. 6-116. - Emergency Management Organization; composition.
(a)
The Emergency Management Organization shall consist of the following:
(1)
An Office of Emergency Management within the executive body of the County government. There shall be an
Executive Head of the Office of Emergency Management, known as the Director of Emergency Management,
and such assistants and other persons as are deemed necessary to the proper function of the Organization.
(2)
The members of the Emergency Management Council.
(3)
The employees, equipment and facilities of all County departments, boards, institutions and commissions
suitable for, or adaptable to, emergency management and designated by the County Executive to participate in
the emergency management activity. Duties assigned to a County department shall be analogous to the normal
duties of the department.
(4)
Volunteer persons and agencies offering service to the Organization.
(CB-69-2001)
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Sec. 6-117. - Emergency Management rules and regulations; enforcement, inspection.
The Emergency Management Organization shall establish, and its officers shall execute and enforce, such order,
rules and regulations as may be made by the County Executive or the Director of Emergency Management under
the provisions of this Subtitle. Such Organization shall have available for inspection at its office all such orders,
rules and regulations.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-118. - Emergency Management Organization; Director; appointment.
(a)
The Office of the Director of Emergency Management is hereby created.
(b)
The Director shall be appointed by the Governor pursuant to the provisions of Article 16A, Section 7 of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, upon the recommendation of the County Executive.
(c)
Prior to submission to the Governor, the County Executive shall secure the concurrence of the County Council
with his recommendation in the manner set forth in Section 322 of the Charter.
(d)
The Director shall serve at the pleasure of the County Executive and the County Council.
(e)
The Director shall be a qualified and competent person experienced in public safety, disaster relief, or similar
activities.
(f)
The Director shall perform the duties imposed upon him by this Chapter and all other duties as delegated by the
County Executive.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-119. - Director of Emergency Management; powers and duties.
(a)
The Director of Emergency Management shall be responsible for and have general direction and control over the
Emergency Management Organization.
(b)
The Director is authorized and empowered:
(1)
In accordance with the plan and program for emergency management for the County, to procure or cause to be
procured supplies and equipment, to institute or cause to be instituted training programs and public information
programs, drills, tabletops, functional and full scale exercises, and to take or cause to be taken all other
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preparatory steps, including the partial or full mobilization of emergency management organizations in advance
of actual war, disaster or emergency to insure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped forces of
emergency management personnel in time of need.
(2)
To make or cause to be made, such studies and surveys of the industries, resources and facilities in this County
and surrounding political subdivisions as may be necessary to ascertain the capabilities of the County for
emergency management and to plan for the most efficient emergency use thereof.
(3)
To coordinate the recruitment of volunteer personnel and agencies to augment the personnel and facilities of the
County for emergency management purposes.
(4)
To conduct public practice alerts to insure the efficient operation of the Emergency Management Organization
and to familiarize the citizens with emergency management regulations and procedures. The Director shall
notify the County Council in writing prior to any such practice alerts and embody therein the regulations and
procedures pertaining thereto.
(5)
To coordinate the activity of all public and private agencies comprising the Emergency Management
Organization, including coordination of planning and purchasing of emergency management equipment and
supplies for the County.
(6)
To negotiate with owners or persons in control of buildings or other property for the use of such buildings for
emergency management purposes and designating suitable buildings as public shelters.
(7)
To assume such authority and conduct such activity as the County Executive may direct to promote and execute
the emergency management plan.
(8)
The Director shall forward to the County Council, the written reports which are provided to the applicable State
agencies relating to the progress of the emergency management program and of the regulations and procedures
adopted for the protection of the public.
(9)
To make, amend, and rescind the necessary orders, rules, and regulations within the limits of the authority
conferred upon the Director, and with due consideration to the plans of the State and the Federal government, as
well as plans of other political subdivisions for emergency management.
(10)
Upon the declaration by the County Executive, or by the County Council of a state of emergency or the
termination thereof, to issue all necessary proclamations as to the existence thereof, and the immediate
operational effectiveness of the emergency management plan.
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(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-120. - Director of Emergency Management; compensation.
The compensation of the Director of Emergency Management shall be fixed in accordance with the Executive
Pay Plan.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-121. - Director of Emergency Management; removal.
The Director of Emergency Management shall be subject to removal from office by the County Executive and
County Council for incompetency, neglect of duty or malfeasance in office.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-122. - Assistants and employees of Emergency Management Organization; appointment; duties;
compensation.
The Director of Emergency Management shall, in accordance with the provisions of the laws relating to civil
service, appoint the assistants and other employees of Emergency Management Organization, prescribe their
duties. The compensation of these employees shall be fixed in accordance with the County's salary and
classification plans.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-123. - Cooperate and comply with orders of Director; notify of attack, natural disaster or civil emergency.
(a)
All officers and employees of the departments, commissions, boards, institutions and other agencies of the
County government designated by the County Executive as emergency management forces shall cooperate with
the Director in the formulation of the emergency management plan, and shall comply with the orders of the
Director of Emergency Management when such orders are issued pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle.
(b)
All such emergency management forces shall apprise the Director of conditions in the County resulting from
attack, natural disaster or civil emergency, and shall notify the Director of any condition threatening to reach the
proportions of a natural disaster.
(c)
Failure to notify the Director of Emergency Management as required in Subsection (b) of this Section shall not
prevent the Director from exercising any authority assigned to him in this Subtitle or delegated to him by the
County Executive.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-124. - Auxiliary and special police.
During the existence of a state of war, the County Executive shall have the authority to appoint the necessary
number of auxiliary or special police, with such qualifications and with such powers and authorities as may be
prescribed by regulation.
(Laws 1943, ch. 654, Sec. 5; 1943 Code, Sec. 286; 1953 Code, Sec. 342; PLL 1963, Sec. 13-5; CB-69-2001)
838/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

DIVISION 3. - CIVIL DEFENSE ORGANIZATION MEMBERS.
Sec. 6-125. - Appointment of emergency management volunteers.
(a)
The Director may at any time appoint or authorize the appointment of volunteer citizens to augment the
personnel of any County activity in time of emergency management emergency. Such volunteer citizens shall be
enrolled as emergency management volunteers in cooperation with the heads of the County departments
affected, and shall be subject to the rules and regulations set forth by the Director of such volunteers.
(b)
The Director may also appoint volunteer citizens to form the personnel of an emergency management service for
which the County has no counterpart, or to temporarily augment personnel of the County engaged in emergency
management activity.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-126. - Oath required of emergency management workers.
Each person serving as a member of the Emergency Management Council, or as an officer, employee or
volunteer in any capacity in the Emergency Management Organization shall, prior to assuming his duties, take
an oath which shall be substantially as follows:
I, ________________________ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States and the Constitution of this State against all enemies, foreign or domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of
evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am about to enter. And I do further
swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate the overthrow of the Government of the United States or of this State by
force or violence; and that during such time as I am a member of the Emergency Management Organization I
will not advocate nor become a member or an affiliate of any organization, group or combination of persons or
of any political party that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States or of this State by
force or violence.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-127. - Reimbursement for expenses.
The members of the Emergency Management Organization and the Director may be reimbursed for reasonable
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties with the approval and consent of the County
Council, excepting that in cases of emergency, the County Executive may direct reimbursement of members of
the Emergency Management Organization from emergency management funds made available by the County
Council.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-128. - Political activities prohibited.
(a)
The Emergency Management Organization established under this Division, shall not participate in or be
employed directly or indirectly in any political activity or for any political purpose.
(b)
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No person shall be employed or directly associated with the Emergency Management Organization in any
capacity who advocates or has advocated a change by force or violence in the constitutional form of the
government of the United States or of this State, or of this County, or the overthrow of any government in the
United States by force or violence, or who has been convicted of or is under indictment or information charging
any subversive act against the United States.
(c)
All County employees may participate or refrain from participating in partisan political activity. County
employees shall not engage in partisan political activity during their hours of employment.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-129. - Rights, privileges and immunities of County employees assigned to emergency management
forces.
County employees assigned to duty as part of the emergency management forces pursuant to the provisions of
this Subtitle shall retain all of the rights, privileges and immunities of County employees, and shall receive
compensation incident to their employment.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-130. - Limit of liability for compensation for injuries or death of emergency management volunteers.
The County assumes no liability for injury or death of emergency management volunteers in the performance of
their duty as such volunteers, except that which is imposed by State law or by this Code or other ordinance or
resolution of the County Council; provided, however, that emergency management volunteers assigned to duty
during a period of natural disaster in the County shall be eligible for the benefits of the State Workmen's
Compensation law at a rate of compensation commensurate with that of persons performing similar work under
conditions of regular employment.
(CB-69-2001)
DIVISION 4. - CIVIL DEFENSE COUNCIL.
Sec. 6-131. - Emergency Management Council; composition.
(a)
There is hereby created an Emergency Management Council which shall be composed of seven (7) members, as
follows:
(1)
Director. The Director of the Emergency Management Organization shall also serve as the Director of the
Emergency Management Council.
(2)
Assistant Director. The Assistant Director shall be appointed by the Director.
(3)
Representatives. The Director shall appoint five (5) members who are residents of the County to serve on the
Emergency Management Council. The representatives shall serve without compensation and at the pleasure of
the Director.
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(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-132. - Reserved.
Sec. 6-133. - Emergency Management Council; powers and duties.
The Emergency Management Council shall act as an advisory and planning group. The Emergency Management
Council shall recommend for adoption an Emergency Management Plan for the County and all measures,
contracts, mutual aid plans and agreements which are deemed necessary for the implementation of an emergency
management plan. The Emergency Management Council shall make a continuing study of the need for
amendments and improvements in the Emergency Management Plan.
(CB-69-2001)
DIVISION 5. - DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY.
Sec. 6-134. - Declaration of emergency.
Whenever, in the judgment of the County Executive, an emergency exists the County Executive shall issue a
written proclamation of the existence of the emergency and issue such rules and regulations as deemed necessary
to control the situation.
(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-135. - Proclamation; orders and regulations.
(a)
After proclamation of an emergency, the County Executive may order a general curfew applicable to such
geographical areas of the County or to the County as a whole, as deemed advisable, and applicable during such
hours as deemed necessary in the interest of the public safety and welfare.
(b)
After proclamation of an emergency, the County Executive may also, in the interest of public safety and welfare,
make any or all of the following orders:
(1)
Order the closing of all retail liquor stores;
(2)
Order the closing of all taverns;
(3)
Order the closing of all private clubs or portions thereof wherein the consumption of intoxicating liquor and/or
beer is permitted;
(4)
Order the discontinuance of the sale of beer and/or liquor;
(5)
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Order the discontinuance of selling, distributing or giving away gasoline or other flammable or combustible
liquids or products in any container other than a gasoline tank properly affixed to a motor vehicle;
(6)
Order the closing of gasoline stations and other establishments, the chief activity of which is the sale,
distribution, or dispensing of flammable or combustible liquids or products;
(7)
Order the discontinuance of selling, distributing, dispensing or giving away of any firearms or ammunition of
any character whatsoever;
(8)
Order the closing of any or all establishments or portions thereof, the chief activity of which is the sale,
distribution, dispensing, or giving away of firearms and/or ammunition;
(9)
Order that no person shall carry, possess or use any club, brick or gasoline filled bottle or container with a fuse
type wick inserted in the neck, or gasoline or petroleum base fire-bomb or other incendiary missile or weapon;
(10)
Order if deemed necessary, the closing of any and all business, commercial and industrial establishments;
(11)
Call upon regular and auxiliary law enforcement agencies and organizations within or without the County to
assist in preserving and keeping the peace;
(12)
Designate any public street, thoroughfare, or vehicle parking area closed to motor vehicle and pedestrian traffic;
and
(13)
Issue such other orders as are imminently necessary for the protection of life and property.
(c)
During the existence of a state of war involving the United States, the County Executive, subject to the approval
of the necessary State or Federal authorities, is authorized to prepare for the evacuation from the County, or any
part thereof, all persons they determine necessary for public safety. For this purpose the County Executive shall
negotiate with the proper authorities of any State of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any
subdivision thereof, to provide for the reception, housing, maintenance, and care of evacuees. The Director of
the Emergency Management Organization shall prepare all necessary plans for the conduct of such evacuation.
When the public interest or the safety of such persons creates the necessity the County Executive may order and
compel, subject to the approval of the Secretary of Defense, and any such persons designated by the Secretary of
Defense, the evacuation from the County of any such persons to such place as the County Executive may
designate. For the purpose of compelling evacuation, the County Executive may authorize custody by the
authorized special police of any person, which custody shall be effective until the point of destination has been
reached.
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(CB-69-2001)
Sec. 6-136. - Effective date of proclamation; termination.
Upon filing with the Clerk the proclamation, it shall become effective, having the force of law, and it shall
remain in full force and effect until it has been terminated by filing a copy of the termination with the Clerk by
the County Executive.
Sec. 6-137. - Assistance from Governor or State agencies.
County Executive or his successor may inform the Governor of the State, or his duly authorized agent, that a
disaster is threatened or has occurred and may request the Governor to declare a portion or all of the County as
an emergency management or disaster area. The County Executive shall be authorized to request the Governor
to declare the County in a state of emergency pursuant to Section 6A, Article 16A, Annotated Code of
Maryland, and to request the assistance of the State Police, or request the Governor to call for a State militia to
restore the peace and order of the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 3-1969, Sec. 4; CB-69-2001)
DIVISION 6. - CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT.
Sec. 6-138. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Emergency interim successor shall mean a person designated pursuant to this Division for possible temporary
succession to the powers and duties, but not the office, of a County officer in the event that such officer or any
duly authorized deputy is unavailable to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the office.
(2)
Unavailable shall mean either that a vacancy in office exists and there is no deputy authorized to exercise all of
the powers and discharge the duties of the office, or that the lawful incumbent of the office (including any
deputy exercising the powers and discharging the duties of an office because of a vacancy) and his duly
authorized deputy are absent or unable, for physical, mental or legal reasons, to exercise the powers and
discharge the duties of the office.
Sec. 6-139. - Emergency interim successors; appointment; review.
(a)
Within thirty (30) days after first entering upon the duties of his office, the County Executive, each member of
the Council, the Clerk, the Director of Finance, the County Attorney, and each Judge of the Circuit Court shall,
in addition to any duly authorized deputy, designate such number of emergency interim successors to his office
and specify their rank in order of succession after any duly authorized deputy so that there will be not less than
three (3) duly authorized deputies or emergency interim successors or combination thereof for the office.
(b)
The Council shall within the time specified in Subsection (a) of this Section, in addition to any duly authorized
deputy, designate for appointive officers including the Chief Administrative Officer, Chief of Police, Fire Chief
and Health Officer such number of emergency interim successors to these officers and specify their rank in order
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of succession after any duly authorized deputy so that there will be not less than three (3) duly authorized
deputies or emergency interim successors or combination thereof for each officer.
(c)
The incumbent in the case of those elective officers specified in Subsection (a) of this Section, and the Council
in the case of those appointive officers specified in Subsection (b) of this Section, shall review and, as necessary,
promptly revise the designations of emergency interim successors to insure that at all times there are at least
three (3) qualified emergency interim successors or duly authorized deputies of any combination thereof for each
officer specified.
Sec. 6-140. - Emergency interim successor; qualifications; status.
(a)
No person shall be designated or serve as an emergency interim successor unless he may under the Constitution
and Statutes of this State and the Charter or Ordinances of this County, hold the office of the person to whose
powers and duties he is designated to succeed. No provision of any ordinance prohibiting an officer or employee
of this County from holding another office shall be applicable to an emergency interim successor.
(b)
Any person designated as an emergency interim successor holds that designation at the pleasure of the
designator; provided that he must be replaced if removed. He retains this designation as emergency interim
successor until replaced by another appointee of the authorized designator.
Sec. 6-141. - Assumption of powers and duties of officer by emergency interim successor.
If in the event of an attack any officer named in Subsections (a) and (b) of Section 6-139 and any duly
authorized deputy is unavailable, his emergency interim successor highest in rank in order of succession who is
not unavailable shall, except for the power and duty to appoint emergency interim successors, exercise the
powers and discharge the duties of such officer. An emergency interim successor shall exercise these powers and
discharge these duties only until such time as the lawful incumbent officer or any duly authorized deputy or any
an emergency interim successor higher in rank in order of succession exercises, or resumes the exercise of, the
powers and discharge of the duties of the office, or until, where an actual vacancy exist, a successor is appointed
to fill such vacancy or is elected and qualified as provided by law.
Sec. 6-142. - Recording and publication of successors.
The name, address and rank in order of succession of each duly authorized deputy shall be filed with the Clerk
and each designation, replacement, or change in order of succession of an emergency interim successor shall
become effective when the designator files with the Clerk, the successor's name, address and rank in order of
succession. The Clerk shall keep on file all such data regarding duly authorized deputies and emergency interim
successors. The data shall be open to public inspection.
Sec. 6-143. - Formalities of taking office.
At the time of their designation, emergency interim successors shall take such oath and do such things, if any, as
may be required to qualify them to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the office to which they may
succeed.
Sec. 6-144. - Quorum and vote requirements; suspension.
(a)
In the event of an attack:
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(1)
Quorum requirements for the Council shall be suspended; and
(2)
Where the affirmative vote of a specified proportion of members for approval of an ordinance, resolution or
other action would otherwise be required, the same proportion of those voting thereon shall be sufficient.
SUBTITLE 7. - COURT SYSTEM.
DIVISION 1. - CIRCUIT AND APPELLATE COURTS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - CIRCUIT COURT.
Sec. 7-101. - Reserved.
(Laws 2006, ch. 372)
Sec. 7-102. - Master for domestic relations causes; appointment; salary.
A majority of the judges of the circuit court may appoint one or more masters for domestic relations causes in
accordance with Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Section 2-501, and Maryland Rule 2-541. Masters
shall be members of the bar of the State of Maryland. Masters shall receive compensation, fees, and costs
prescribed by the judges.
(Laws 1966, ch. 684, Sec. l; Laws 1968, ch. 643, Sec. l; Laws 1971, ch. 604; Laws 1980, ch. 886; CB-28-2001)
Sec. 7-103. - Master for juvenile causes; appointment; salary; substitute.
A majority of the judges of the circuit court may appoint one or more masters for juvenile causes in accordance
with Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Section 3-813, and Maryland Rule 2-541. Masters shall be
members of the bar of the State of Maryland. Masters shall receive compensation, fees, and costs prescribed by
the judges.
(Laws 1957, ch. 803, Sec. 920; Laws 1961, ch. 709, Sec. 920; Laws 1963, ch. 703, Sec. 920; Laws 1966, ch.
407, Sec. l; Laws 1969, ch. 355, Sec. l; Laws 1973, ch. 337; Laws 1974, ch. 274; CB-28-2001)
Editor's note— Restrictions concerning the appointment of masters for juvenile causes are set out in CJ, Sec. 3813.
Sec. 7-104. - Lands dedicated to public use; abandonment of subdivision.
(a)
When said plats are recorded, those portions of said land designated on said plats as streets, roads, avenues,
lanes, alleys, and public parks or squares shall be and the same are hereby declared to be forever dedicated to
public use and shall not thereafter, on any pretext whatsoever, be altered or taken for private use; provided,
however, that nothing herein contained shall affect the right of any person or persons owning or claiming any
interest in said land derived by, from, or under any persons other than the maker of said plat, or by, from, or
under such maker prior to such subdivision; and provided further, that the maker of any such plat or plats, his
heirs or assigns, shall have the right to apply by petition for leave to abandon the subdivision of lands so made
by him. For property within that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District within Prince George's
County, Maryland, as described in the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the petition shall be
to the Prince George's County Planning Board for vacating the plat or plats, or portions thereof, in conformance
with the provisions for same contained within Subtitle 24 of this Code. In the case of subdivisions outside that
part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince George's County, petitions shall be to the agency
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designated by the municipality pursuant to the provisions of the local municipal ordinance providing for the
vacating of subdivision plats.
(b)
If the County Executive, upon recommendation of the Director of the Department of Public Works and
Transportation, determines that any such street, road, avenue, lane, alley, or public park or square, including any
such previously dedicated area, is no longer needed for such public use, the County Executive may declare such
area to be free from public dedication and, subject to the rights of utilities having facilities within said area or to
any bona fide action for adverse possession brought by an adjacent property owner, such dedication shall revert
to the adjacent property owners at the completion of said declaration action, and the owners' acceptance thereof.
Upon the County Executive's declaration that the area is free from public dedication, a petition shall be made to
the Planning Board for vacating the plat or plats, or portion thereof, in conformance with the provisions for same
contained within Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(c)
Upon approval by the appropriate agency and delivery of a certified copy to the clerk, the clerk of the circuit
court shall endorse on the plat affected hereby, the dates of approval by the Prince George's County Planning
Board or the municipal agency authorized to vacate plats or portions thereof, and a notation that the plat has
been vacated.
(Laws, 1908, ch. 619, Sec. 85 G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 159; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 219; 1943 Code, Sec.
257; 1953 Code, Sec. 308; Laws 1957, ch. 693; PLL 1963, Sec. 12-32; CB-57-1981; CB-80-1994; CB-99-2021)
SUBDIVISION 2. - COURTS OF APPEAL.
Sec. 7-151. - Court of Appeals.
The County Executive, upon the request of a judge of the Court of Appeals of Maryland, resident in Prince
George's County, may set a salary supplement for the secretary of the judge in addition to the compensation of
the secretary which is paid by the State of Maryland. The amount of the supplement shall not exceed an amount
which when combined with the compensation paid by the State exceeds the maximum compensation payable to
a secretary for a Circuit Court judge resident in Prince George's County. The salary supplement shall be paid in
the same manner as the salaries of other county employees and appropriated as part of the County budget.
(Laws 1961, ch. 480; CB-109-1987)
DIVISION 2. - STATE'S ATTORNEY.
Sec. 7-201. - Personnel under merit system.
All employees appointed by the state's attorney shall be subject to the County's personnel system as to
qualifications, compensation, and all other regulations, with the exception of the deputy and assistant state's
attorneys and the administrative assistant to the state's attorney, as provided by State law.
(Laws 1966, ch. 626, Sec. l; Laws 1967, ch. 106, Sec. l; CB-28-2001)
DIVISION 3. - PRETRIAL THIRD PARTY CUSTODY.
Sec. 7-301. - Pretrial third party custody of defendants; County contracts.
(a)
The County Executive is authorized to contract on behalf of the County for supervised pretrial third party
custody services in criminal cases. These services will be provided for a defendant who has been placed by a
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Court of this State in such a program while awaiting the time of trial. The program will be available to the Court
as an alternative to pretrial confinement of the defendant or release on monetary bond or personal recognizance.
(b)
The program to be contracted for should include the following:
(1)
Screening of defendants by third party custody service representatives with respect to their probable successful
participation in the program; liaison with the Court, prosecutors, public defenders, and defense counsel; presence
in Court to accept third party custody;
(2)
Counseling and supervision to insure a defendant's presence in court at the time of trial;
(3)
Consultation with defendants and their families during the pretrial period concerning such matters as health,
welfare, housing, and finances; encouragement to maintain employment or educational status; avoidance of
relationships or activities which could result in rearrest or additional criminal charges.
(CB-77-1980)
Sec. 7-302. - Program funding.
(a)
Funding for the third party custody services described in this Division may be provided by the County in
conjunction with financial assistance from Federal and State agencies, other political subdivisions in this State,
nonprofit organizations, private contributions, and similar sources of income.
(b)
The County Executive may include in every annual budget submission to the Council the estimated funding for
County participation in this program.
(CB-77-1980)
DIVISION 4. - JUVENILE CRIME RESTITUTION FUND.
Sec. 7-401. - Definitions.
(a)
In Sections 7-188 through 7-194 of this Subtitle, the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Claimant means a person filing a claim subject to this Subtitle.
(2)
Court means the Circuit Court for Prince George's County sitting as a juvenile court.
(3)
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Delinquent Act means an act which would be a crime if committed by an adult.
(4)
Family, when used with reference to a person, means any person related to such person within the third degree
of consanguinity or affinity.
(5)
Victim means a person who is damaged or suffers loss as a direct result of a delinquent act as defined in Sec. 3829 of the Courts Article.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-402. - Fund.
(a)
In Prince George's County there is a fund, known as the Juvenile Crime Restitution Fund, to make
reimbursements to victims of delinquent acts.
(b)
The Court shall hear and determine all claims and awards and may adopt, promulgate, amend, and rescind
suitable rules and regulations to carry out the provisions and purposes of this Division.
(c)
The County Director of the Office of Finance shall be custodian of the fund and make disbursements from the
fund promptly on receipt of a request from the Court. The custodian shall invest the money received under this
Subtitle subject to procedures in the County for the investment of public funds.
(d)
The County Council of Prince George's County may appropriate a sum to establish the fund and make
supplemental appropriations to maintain the fund.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-403. - Eligibility for Awards.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (b) of this Section, the following persons are eligible for awards under this
Division:
(1)
A victim of a delinquent act, his personal representatives or successors.
(2)
A surviving guardian, parent, spouse, or child of a victim of a delinquent act who dies as a direct result of that
act.
(b)
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A person is not eligible for an award under this Division if:
(1)
The delinquent act was committed against an accomplice to the act or a member of the family of the principal or
the accomplice; or
(2)
Final adjustment for insurance claims has not been provided to the Court under Section 7-191 of this Division.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-404. - Claims.
(a)
A claim may be filed by a person eligible to receive an award, as provided in Section 7-188 of this Subtitle. If
the person entitled to make a claim is a minor or is mentally incompetent, the claim may be filed on the victim's
behalf by his parent or guardian.
(b)
A claim must be filed by the claimant not later than 90 days after a finding of delinquency in a matter upon
which the claim is based.
(c)
Claims shall be filed with the clerk of the Prince George's County Circuit Court in person or by mail. The clerk
shall accept for filing all claims submitted by persons eligible under Subsection (a) of this Section and meeting
the requirements as to form as may be established by rules adopted pursuant hereto.
(d)
Upon filing of a claim under this Division, the clerk of the court shall promptly notify the state's attorney. The
Court shall defer all action on the claim until the juvenile proceedings concerning the act giving rise to the claim
have been concluded.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-405. - Awards.
(a)
The Court may award a claimant a sum not to exceed the amount determined by the Court to be restitution for
the victim.
(b)
An award shall not be made on a claim unless the claimant has incurred a minimum out-of-pocket loss of $25.
Out-of-pocket loss means unreimbursable expenses or indebtedness reasonably incurred to make the claimant
whole.
(c)
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If the victim dies as a direct result of the delinquent act, the claimant's recovery is limited to unreimbursable
expenses or indebtedness reasonably incurred for medical care and funeral and burial costs.
(d)
The custodian of the fund shall pay the sum awarded to a claimant at the direction of the Court.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-406. - Subrogation.
Acceptance of an award under this Division subrogates the fund, to the extent of such award, to any right or
right of action occurring to the claimant or the victim to recover payments on account of losses resulting from
any act or occurrence with respect to which the award is made. The Prince George's County State's Attorney
shall represent the fund in such an event.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
Sec. 7-407. - Reimbursement.
(a)
A minor adjudged to have committed a delinquent act may be ordered by the Juvenile Court to reimburse the
fund himself, either by a single payment or in installments, at the discretion of the Court. Interest shall be
assessed against the minor at the legal rate from the date of disbursement from the fund.
(b)
Unless the minor is an emancipated minor, the parents or guardian of a minor shall be ordered to cosign with the
minor a note for the amount of the award to insure the fund is reimbursed. If this is ordered, the liability of the
minor precedes the liability of the parents or guardian.
(Laws 1982, ch. 481)
DIVISION 5. - INTERMEDIATE SANCTIONS POLICY BOARD.
Sec. 7-501. - Established.
There is hereby established the Intermediate Sanctions Policy Board for Prince George's County.
(CB-31-1992)
Sec. 7-502. - Members and terms.
(a)
The Intermediate Sanctions Policy Board shall consist of eleven (11) voting members. They shall be:
(1)
The Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for Prince George's County or the judge's designee;
(2)
The Administrative Judge of the District Court of Maryland for Prince George's County or the judge's designee;
(3)
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The State's Attorney for Prince George's County or the State's Attorney's designee;
(4)
The Public Defender for Prince George's County or the Public Defender's designee;
(5)
A member of the County Council designated by the Chairman of the Council;
(6)
The County Executive or the County Executive's designee;
(7)
The Health Officer or the Health Officer's designee;
(8)
Region 3 Director, Division of Parole and Probation or the Director's designee;
(9)
Area 5 Director, Department of Juvenile Justice or the Director's designee;
(10)
The Chief of Police or the Chief's designee; and
(11)
The Director of the Department of Corrections or the Director's designee.
(b)
The Board may request the assistance of other interested individuals to act as resource persons or to serve as ad
hoc committee members when issues specific to their expertise are before the Board.
(c)
The Chairman of the Board shall alternate biannually between the two (2) members of the Judiciary,
commencing with the Circuit Court member.
(d)
All members of the Board shall serve without additional monetary compensation.
(e)
The Board shall meet bimonthly and such other times as directed by the Chairman.
(CB-31-1992; CB-43-1997; CB-102-1998)
Sec. 7-503. - Purposes and Duties.
(a)
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The purposes and duties of the Intermediate Sanctions Policy Board shall be to:
(1)
Develop intermediate sanctions programs;
(2)
Establish and review policy guidelines for intermediate sanctions programs; and
(3)
Evaluate the effectiveness of intermediate sanctions programs.
(b)
The Board shall determine the scope and objectives for a pretrial diversionary program which includes the
provision of substance abuse evaluation and treatment by public and private providers to nonviolent criminal
defendants and youth adjudicated delinquent or pending adjudication and to develop recommendations and
policies for the operations of the program.
(1)
The Board shall develop policy guidelines for the regulation of public and private providers of court-ordered or
court-referred drug treatment programs.
(2)
The Board shall develop operational standards for drug treatment programs which receive referrals from the
Courts.
(3)
The Board shall evaluate and recommend to the Courts drug treatment methodologies which are designed to
reduce the risk of future criminal conduct by persons referred for treatment.
(4)
The Board shall develop criteria for evaluating potential candidates and policies and procedures for program
participants.
(5)
The Board shall develop criteria for uniform sanctions for diverted persons who violate terms of pretrial
diversion and conditions of probation.
(6)
The Board shall establish criteria and evaluate data to determine the effectiveness of:
(A)
Screening of program participants;
(B)
Treatment program methodologies;
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(C)
Sanctions for violations; and
(D)
Drug treatment program providers.
(c)
The term "intermediate sanctions" shall include all correctional diversionary programs, both pre- and postincarceration.
(CB-31-1992; CB-43-1997; CB-102-1998)
Sec. 7-504. - Reports.
(a)
The Board shall prepare an annual report of its activities to be presented to the County Executive and the County
Council.
(b)
The Board shall prepare and submit its recommendations for implementing legislation, requirements for budget
appropriations and personnel authorization, and recommendations for policy guidelines, operational standards,
and criteria to the County Executive and the County Council for approval.
(CB-31-1992; CB-43-1997; CB-102-1998)
DIVISION 6. - CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL.
Sec. 7-601. - Prince George's County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.
(a)
In this Division, "Coordinating Council" means the Prince George's County Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council.
(b)
The purpose of the Coordinating Council is to address issues affecting the administration of criminal justice in
Prince George's County by identifying and solving any potential systemic problems and improving the quality of
the criminal justice system.
(c)
Consistent with its reporting obligations under Section 7-605, the authority of the Coordinating Council is
advisory only.
(CB-83-2004)
Sec. 7-602. - Same; composition.
(a)
There is a Prince George's County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.
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(b)
The Coordinating Council shall consist of the following twenty-six (26) voting members:
(1)
The County Executive of Prince George's County;
(2)
The Chair of the Prince George's County Council;
(3)
The Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for Prince George's County;
(4)
The Administrative Judge for District 5 of the District Court of Maryland;
(5)
The Criminal Coordinating Judge of the Circuit Court for Prince George's County;
(6)
The Circuit Court Judge presiding over Juvenile Court matters;
(7)
The Circuit Court Judge presiding over Adult Drug Court;
(8)
The Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince George's County;
(9)
The State's Attorney for Prince George's County;
(10)
The Sheriff of Prince George's County;
(11)
One (1) Member of the County Senate Delegation designated by the Chairman of the County Senate Delegation;
(12)
One (1) Member of the County House Delegation designated by the Chairman of the County House Delegation;
(13)
The Prince George's County District Public Defender;
(14)
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The Superintendent of the Maryland State Police;
(15)
The Prince George's County Director of Homeland Security;
(16)
The Director of the Prince George's County Department of Corrections;
(17)
The Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department;
(18)
The Fire Chief of Prince George's County;
(19)
The President of the Police Chiefs' Association of Prince George's County, Inc.;
(20)
The Prince George's County Health Officer;
(21)
The Regional Director of the Division of Parole and Probation;
(22)
The Area Director, Maryland Department of Juvenile Services;
(23)
The Administrative Clerk for District 5 of the District Court of Maryland;
(24)
The Chair of the Prince George's County Bar Association Criminal Law Committee;
(25)
The Criminal Coordinating Judge for the 5th District Court; and
(26)
The Commander of the Maryland-National Capital Park Police.
(c)
Presiding Officer.
(1)
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The Chair of the Coordinating Council is the Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, or his/her designee.
(2)
The Co-Vice Chairs are the County Executive and the Administrative Judge for District 5 of the District Court of
Maryland or their designees.
(d)
Meetings and Quorum.
(1)
The Coordinating Council shall meet at least quarterly each year.
(2)
For a voting session of the Coordinating Council, a quorum is a majority of voting members.
(e)
Compensation and Limitation on Membership.
(1)
A member of the Coordinating Council may not receive compensation for duties performed as a member of the
Coordinating Council.
(2)
A member who holds membership by virtue of an elected or appointed position holds membership on this
Coordinating Council only during that member's term of office.
(f)
Support Staff.
The Chief Administrative Officer of the County and the Court Administrator of the Circuit Court shall designate
support staff to the Coordinating Council from existing personnel, and appropriations. Support staff shall be exofficio members of the Coordinating Council.
(CB-83-2004)
Sec. 7-603. - Same; duties and responsibilities.
The Coordinating Council shall:
(a)
Provide a forum to facilitate communication among the Courts, public safety agencies and health agencies in
Prince George's County.
(b)
Evaluate the existing organization and adequacy of law enforcement and administration of justice in this County.
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(c)
Recommend a 3-year strategic plan for the long-range development of the County's Criminal Justice System that
provides solutions for identified problem areas and achieves effective coordination of the public safety activities
in the County. The Plan shall:
(1)
Evaluate and recommend innovative ways to facilitate and expedite the management of criminal cases in Prince
George's County;
(2)
Evaluate and recommend information technology for the Courts, public safety agencies and health agencies in
Prince George's County; and
(3)
Evaluate and recommend other systemic changes in the Prince George's County Criminal Justice System.
(d)
Review programs proposed by law enforcement, public safety agencies and health agencies for:
(1)
Compatibility with the 3-year strategic plan;
(2)
Compatibility with the County's approved operating budget; and
(3)
Impact on the other public safety agencies, health agencies and the Courts.
(e)
Recommend programs that will educate the community about law enforcement, crime prevention, and other
criminal justice issues and will promote respect for the law, and encourage community involvement in law
enforcement and other appropriate public safety agencies, health agencies and the Courts.
(f)
Facilitate coordination of the programs and activities among the County law enforcement, public safety
agencies, health agencies and the Courts.
(g)
Facilitate coordination of County law enforcement, public safety agencies, health agencies and the Courts with
those of the State of Maryland and neighboring State and local governments.
(h)
Promote efficient processing of criminal cases at every stage from arrest to completion of trial and correctional
programs.
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(i)
Carry out other activities to achieve fair and effective law enforcement, crime prevention, and justice.
(CB-83-2004)
Sec. 7-604. - Same; information and assistance.
The agencies of the State and County government and the Courts who are members of the Coordinating Council
shall provide the Coordinating Council any information and assistance, not inconsistent with law, that the
Coordinating Council requests.
(CB-83-2004)
Sec. 7-605. - Same; reports and recommendation.
(a)
The Coordinating Council shall make semi-annual reports and recommendations to the County Executive, the
County Council, and the Judiciary.
(b)
The County Executive, the County Council, and the Judiciary may refer matters to the Coordinating Council and
the Council shall file a written report with the requesting entity.
(CB-83-2004)
SUBTITLE 8. - ELECTIONS.
DIVISION 1. - ELECTION DISTRICTS.
Sec. 8-101. - Vansville No. 1.
Beginning at a point where the center line of Greencastle Road intersects the boundary line between Prince
George's County and Montgomery County, and running thence easterly with the center line of Greencastle Road
to the center line of Old Gunpowder Road, thence northerly with the center line of Old Gunpowder Road to the
center line of Van Dusen Road, thence easterly with the center line of Van Dusen Road to the center line of
Virginia Manor Road, thence southeasterly and southwesterly with the center line of Virginia Manor Road to the
center line of Cinder Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Cinder Road to the center line of
Baltimore Avenue, (U.S. Rt. 1), thence southwesterly with the center line of Baltimore Avenue to the center line
of Muirkirk Road, thence easterly with the center line of Muirkirk Road to the center line of Odell Road, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Odell Road to the center line of Springfield Road, thence easterly and
southeasterly with the center line of Springfield Road to the center line of Powder Mill Road, thence easterly
with the center line of Powder Mill Road to the center line of Soil Conservation Road, thence southerly with the
center line of Soil Conservation Road to the center line of Beaver Dam Road, thence westerly with the center
line of Beaver Dam Road to the center line of Beaverdam Creek, thence westerly with the center line of
Beaverdam Creek to the center line of Edmonston Road (Md. 201), thence northerly with the center line of
Edmonston Road to the center line of Sunnyside Avenue, thence westerly with the center line of Sunnyside
Avenue to the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thence southerly with the center line of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to the center line of the Capital Beltway (I-95), thence westerly with the center line
of Capital Beltway to the center line of Cherry Hill Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Cherry
Hill Road to the center line of Powder Mill Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Powder Mill Road
to the boundary line between Prince George's and Montgomery Counties, thence northeasterly with said
boundary line to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
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Sec. 8-102. - Bladensburg No. 2.
Beginning at a point where the center lines of Annapolis Road (Md. 450) and Ardwick-Ardmore Road intersect,
thence southeasterly and southerly with the center line of Ardwick-Ardmore Road to the center line of the John
Hanson Highway, thence easterly with the center line of John Hanson Highway to the center line of CONRAIL,
thence southwesterly with the center line of CONRAIL to the District of Columbia and Prince George's County
boundary line, which is a point approximately 1,000 feet southeast of Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201), thence
northwesterly with said boundary line to the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (Main Line), thence
northeasterly with the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to the center line of Northwest Branch,
thence easterly following the southerly boundary line of the City of Hyattsville to the center line of the
Alexandria Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thence southerly with the center line of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad to the southwest projection of the center line of Windom Road, thence easterly with said
projection and the center line of Windom Road to the center line of Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201), thence
northeasterly with the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to the center line of Carter's Lane, thence easterly with
the center line of Carter's Lane and the projection thereof to the center line of the Baltimore-Washington
Parkway, thence northerly with the center line of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the center line of
Riverdale Road, thence easterly with the center line of Riverdale Road to the center line of Finns Lane, thence
southeasterly with the center line of Finns Lane to the center line of Annapolis Road (Md. 450), thence
southwesterly with the center line of Annapolis Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-103. - Marlboro No. 3.
Beginning at a point where the center line of Crain Highway (U.S. 301) and the center line of Leeland Road
intersect, thence northerly with the center line of Crain Highway to the center line of Queen Anne Road, thence
northeasterly with the center line of Queen Anne Road to the center line of Queen Anne Bridge Road South,
thence southeasterly with the center line of Queen Anne Bridge Road South to the center line of the Patuxent
River, thence southerly with the center line of the Patuxent River to the center line of Selby Landing Boat Ramp
Road, thence northerly, westerly and southerly with the center line of Selby Landing Boat Ramp Road to the
center line of Croom Airport Road, thence westerly with the center line of Croom Airport Road to the center line
of Duvall Road, thence northerly with the center line of Duvall Road to the center line of Mt. Calvert Road,
thence southwesterly with the center line of Mt. Calvert Road to the center line of Croom Road (Md. 382),
thence northwesterly with the center line of Croom Road to the center line of Croom Station Road, thence
northerly with the center line of Croom Station Road to the center line of Old Crain Highway, thence
northeasterly with the center line of Old Crain Highway to the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue (Md. 4),
thence westerly with the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue to the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road, thence
northwesterly with the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to the center line of Old Marlboro Pike, thence
easterly with the center line of Old Marlboro Pike to the center line of Brown Station Road, thence northwesterly
with the center line of Brown Station Road to the center line of White House Road, thence northeasterly with the
center line of White house Road to the center line of Largo Road (Md. 202), thence easterly with the center line
of Largo Road to the center line of Oak Grove Road (Md. 556), thence easterly with the center line of Oak
Grove Road to the center line of Leeland Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Leeland Road to the
point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-104. - Nottingham No. 4.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of the Patuxent River and Selby Landing Boat Ramp Road,
thence northerly, westerly, and southerly with the center line of Selby Landing Boat Ramp Road to the center
line of Croom Airport Road, thence westerly with the center line of Croom Airport Road to the center line of
Duvall Road, thence northerly with the center line of Duvall Road to the center line of Mt. Calvert Road, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Mt. Calvert Road to the center line of Croom Road (Md. 382), thence
southwesterly with the center line of Croom Road to the center line of Duley Station Road, thence westerly with
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the center line of Duley Station Road to the center line of Cheltenham Road, thence southwesterly with the
center line of Cheltenham Road to the center line of Old Indian Head Road, thence southerly with the center line
of Old Indian Head Road to the center line of Van Brady Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Van
Brady Road to the center line of Molly Berry Road, thence southerly with the center line of Molly Berry Road to
the center line of Baden-Naylor Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Baden-Naylor Road to the
center line of Baden-Westwood Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Baden-Westwood Road to the
center line of Croom Road (Md. 382), thence southerly with the center line of Croom Road to the center line of
Magruder's Ferry Road, thence easterly with the center line of Magruder's Ferry Road and the projection thereof
to the center line of the Patuxent River, the boundary line between Prince George's and Calvert Counties, thence
following the center line of the Patuxent River northerly to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-105. - Piscataway No. 5.
Beginning at a point where the Charles County-Prince George's County boundary intersects the boundary
between the States of Maryland and Virginia, thence southerly along the Charles County-Prince George's County
boundary to the center line of Mattawoman Creek, thence easterly following the center line of Mattawoman
Creek to the center line of Gardner Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Gardner Road to the
center line of Accokeek Road (Md. 373), thence northeasterly with the center line of Accokeek Road to the
center line of Danville Road, thence westerly with the center line of Danville Road to the center line of South
Springfield Road, thence northerly with the center line of South Springfield Road to the center line of Floral
Park Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Floral Park Road to the center line of Windbrook Drive,
thence northerly with the center line of Windbrook Drive to the center line of Thrift Road, thence northeasterly
with the center line of Thrift Road to the center line of Tippett Road, thence northerly with the center line of
Tippett Road to the center line of Piscataway Road (Md. 223), thence northeasterly with the center line of
Piscataway Road to the center line of Steed Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Steed Road to the
center line of Allentown Road (Md. 337), thence northerly with the center line of Allentown Road to the center
line of Tucker Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Tucker Road to the center line of Palmer Road,
thence southwesterly with the center line of Palmer Road to the center line of Old Palmer Road, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Old Palmer Road to the center line of Hunters Mill Branch, thence westerly
with the center line of Hunters Mill Branch to the center line of Henson Creek, thence southwesterly with the
center line of Henson Creek to the center line of Broad Creek, thence southwesterly with the center line of Broad
Creek and the extension thereof, across the Potomac River to the Maryland-Virginia boundary line, thence with
the said boundary line southerly and westerly to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-106. - Spaulding No. 6.
Beginning at the intersection of 23rd Parkway and the District of Columbia-Prince George's County boundary
line, thence southeasterly with the center line of 23rd Parkway to the center line of Oxon Run Drive, thence
easterly with the center line of Oxon Run Drive to the center line of 23rd Parkway, thence southeasterly with the
center line of 23rd Parkway to the center line of Olson Street, thence easterly with the center line of Olson Street
to the center line of Raleigh Road, thence southerly with the center line of Raleigh Road, crossing St. Barnabas
Road (Md. 414) to the center line of Temple Hill Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Temple Hill
Road to the center line of Allentown Road (Md. 337), thence northeasterly with the center line of Allentown
Road to the center line of Suitland Parkway, thence easterly with the center line of Suitland Parkway to the
center line of Pennsylvania Avenue (Md. 4), thence northwesterly with the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue to
the center line of Westphalia Road, thence easterly with the center line of Westphalia Road to the center line of
D'Arcy Road, thence northerly with the center line of D'Arcy Road to the center line of Ritchie Road, thence
northerly with the center line of Ritchie Road to the center line of Walker Mill Road, thence westerly with the
center line of Walker Mill Road to the center line of Marlboro Pike, thence northwesterly with the center line of
Marlboro Pike to the Prince George's County-District of Columbia boundary line, thence southwesterly with said
boundary line to the point of beginning.
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(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-107. - Queen Anne No. 7.
Beginning at a point where the center line of Crain Highway (US 301) and the center line of Leeland Road
intersect, thence northerly with the center line of U.S. 301 to the center line of Queen Anne Road, thence
northeasterly with the center line of Queen Anne Road to the center line of Queen Anne Bridge Road South,
thence southeasterly with the center line of Queen Anne Bridge Road South to the center line of the Patuxent
River, thence northerly with the center line of the Patuxent River to the center line of Md. Rt. 3, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Md. Rt. 3 to the center line of Annapolis Road (Md. 450), thence westerly
with the center line of Annapolis Road to the center line of Enterprise Road (Md. Rt. 193), thence southerly with
the center line of Enterprise Road to the center line of Central Avenue (Md. 214), thence westerly with the center
line of Central Avenue to the center line of Kettering Drive, thence southerly with the center line of Kettering
Drive to the center line of Largo Road (Md. 202), thence easterly with the center line of Largo Road to the
center line of Oak Grove Road, thence easterly with the center line of Oak Grove Road to the center line of
Leeland Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Leeland Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-108. - Aquasco No. 8.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of the Patuxent River and Magruder's Ferry Road, thence
westerly with the center line of Magruder's Ferry Road to the center line of Croom Road (Md. 382), thence
northerly with the center line of Croom Road to the center line of Baden-Westwood Road, thence northwesterly
with the center line of Baden-Westwood Road to the center line of Brandywine Road (Md. 381), thence
northwesterly with the center line of Brandywine Road to the center line of Cedarville Road, thence westerly
with the center line of Cedarville Road to the center line of U.S. 301 and Md. 5, thence southerly with the center
line of U.S. 301 and Md. 5 to the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line, thence southeasterly
with said boundary line to the center line of the Patuxent River, thence northerly with the center line of the
Patuxent River to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-109. - Surratts No. 9.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of Pennsylvania Avenue (Md. 4) and Dower House Road, thence
southerly and southeasterly with the center line of Dower House Road to the center line of Woodyard Road (Md.
223), thence southwesterly with the center line of Woodyard Road to the center line of Piscataway Creek, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Windbrook Drive, thence northerly
with the center line of Windbrook Drive to the center line of Thrift Road, thence northeasterly with the center
line of Thrift Road to the center line of Tippett Road, thence northerly with the center line of Tippett Road to the
center line of Piscataway Road (Md. 223), thence northeasterly with the center line of Piscataway Road to the
center line of Steed Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Steed Road to the center line of
Allentown Road (Md. 337), thence northeasterly with the center line of Allentown Road to the center line of
Suitland Parkway, thence easterly with the center line of Suitland Parkway to the center line of Pennsylvania
Avenue (Md. 4), thence southeasterly with the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-110. - Laurel No. 10.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of Greencastle Road and the boundary line between Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties, thence easterly with the center line of Greencastle Road to the center line
of Old Gunpowder Road, thence northerly with the center line of Old Gunpowder Road to the center line of Van
Dusen Road, thence easterly with the center line of Van Dusen Road to the center line of Virginia Manor Road,
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thence southeasterly and southwesterly with the center line of Virginia Manor Road to the center line of Cinder
Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Cinder Road to the center line of Baltimore Avenue (US Rt.
1), thence southwesterly with the center line of Baltimore Avenue to the center line of Muirkirk Road, thence
easterly with the center line of Muirkirk Road to the center line of Odell Road, thence southwesterly with the
center line of Odell Road to the center line of Springfield Road, thence easterly and southeasterly with the center
line of Springfield Road to the center line of Powder Mill Road, thence easterly and northerly with the center
line of Powder Mill Road to the center line of Laurel-Bowie Road (Md. 197), thence southeasterly with the
center line of Laurel-Bowie Road to the center line of Telegraph Road, thence northeasterly with the center line
of Telegraph Road to the center line of the Patuxent River, thence northerly and westerly with the center line of
the Patuxent River to the boundary line between Prince George's and Montgomery Counties, thence following
said boundary line to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-111. - Brandywine No. 11.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of Cedarville Road and Brandywine Road (Md. 381), thence
southeasterly with the center line of Brandywine Road to the center line of Baden-Westwood Road, thence
northeasterly with the center line of Baden-Westwood Road to the center line of Baden-Naylor Road, thence
northeasterly with the center line of Baden-Naylor Road to the center of Molly Berry Road, thence northerly
with the center line of Molly Berry Road to the center line of Van Brady Road, thence northwesterly with the
center line of Van Brady Road to the center line of Old Indian Head Road, thence northerly with the center line
of Old Indian Head Road to the center line of Cheltenham Road, thence northeasterly with the center line of
Cheltenham Road to the center line of Duley Station Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Duley
Station Road to the center line of Old Indian Head Road, thence northerly with the center line of Old Indian
Head Road to the center line of US 301, thence crossing Crain Highway US 301 to the center line of Rosaryville
Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Rosaryville Road to the center line of Woodyard Road (Md.
223), thence southwesterly with the center line of Woodyard Road to the center line of Piscataway Creek, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Windbrook Drive, thence southerly
with the center line of Windbrook Drive to the center line of Floral Park Road, thence easterly with the center
line of Floral Park Road to the center line of South Springfield Road, thence southerly with the center line of
South Springfield Road to the center line of Danville Road, thence easterly with the center line of Danville Road
to the center line of Accokeek Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Accokeek Road to the center
line of Gardner Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Gardner Road to the Charles County-Prince
George's County boundary line, thence easterly with said boundary line to the center line of US 301 and MD 5,
thence northerly with the center line of US 301 and MD 5 to the center line of Cedarville Road, thence easterly
with the center line of Cedarville Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-112. - Oxon Hill No. 12.
Beginning at the intersection of 23rd Parkway and the District of Columbia-Prince George County boundary
lines, thence southeasterly with the center line of 23rd Parkway to the center line of Oxon Run Drive, thence
easterly with the center line of Oxon Run Drive to the center line of 23rd Parkway, thence southeasterly with the
center line of 23rd Parkway to the center line of Olson Street, thence easterly with the center line of Olson Street
to the center line of Raleigh Road, thence southerly with the center line of Raleigh Road, crossing St. Barnabas
Road (Md. 414) to the center line of Temple Hill Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Temple Hill
Road to the center line of Allentown Road (Md. 337), thence southwesterly with the center line of Allentown
Road to the center line of Tucker Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Tucker Road to the center
line of Palmer Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Palmer Road to the center line of Old Palmer
Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Old Palmer Road to the center line of Hunters Mill Branch,
thence westerly with the center line of Hunters Mill Branch to the center line of Henson Creek, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Henson Creek to the center line of Broad Creek, thence southwesterly with
the center line of Broad Creek and the extension thereof across the Potomac River to the Maryland-Virginia
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boundary line, thence with said boundary line northerly to the boundary line between the District of Columbia
and Prince George's County, thence following said boundary line to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-113. - Kent No. 13.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of Enterprise Road (Md. 193) and Annapolis Road (Md. 450),
thence westerly with the center line of Annapolis Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway
(Md. 704) (formerly George N. Palmer Highway), thence westerly and southwesterly with the center line of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Bald Hill Branch, thence southerly with the center line of
Bald Hill Branch to the center line of Ardwick-Ardmore Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of
Ardwick-Ardmore Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway, thence southwesterly with the
center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Landover Road, (Md. 202), thence westerly
with the center line of Landover Road to the center line of CONRAIL (formerly the Pennsylvania Railroad),
thence southwesterly with the center line of CONRAIL to the center line of Columbia Park Road, thence
southerly and easterly with the center line of Columbia Park Road to the center line of Cabin Branch Drive,
thence southeasterly with the center line of Cabin Branch Drive to the center line of Sheriff Road, thence
easterly with the center line of Sheriff Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Hill Road, thence
southeasterly with the center line of Hill Road to the center line of Central Avenue (Md. 214), thence easterly
with the center line of Central Avenue to the center line of Ritchie Road, thence southerly with the center line of
Ritchie Road to the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road, thence easterly with the center line of RitchieMarlboro Road to the center line of White House Road, thence easterly and northeasterly with the center line of
White House Road to the center line of Largo Road (Md. 202), thence northwesterly with the center line of
Largo Road to the center line of Kettering Drive, thence northerly with the center line of Kettering Drive to the
center line of Central Avenue, thence easterly with the center line of Central Avenue to the center line of
Enterprise Road (Md. 193), thence northerly with the center line of Enterprise Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-114. - Bowie No. 14.
Beginning at the intersection of the center line of Telegraph Road and the Patuxent River, thence southwesterly
with the center line of Telegraph Road to the center line of Laurel-Bowie Road (Md. 197), thence northwesterly
with the center line of Laurel-Bowie Road to the center line of Powder Mill Road, thence southerly and westerly
with the center line of Powder Mill Road to the center line of Soil Conservation Road, thence southerly with the
center line of Soil Conservation Road to the center line of Greenbelt Road, (Md. 193), thence westerly with the
center line of Greenbelt Road to the center line of Cipriano Road, thence southerly with the center line of
Cipriano Road to the center line of Good Luck Road, thence easterly with the center line of Good Luck Road to
the center line of 96th Avenue, thence southerly with the center line of 96th Avenue to the center line of
Lanham-Severn Road (Md. 564), thence northeasterly with the center line of Lanham-Severn Road to the center
line of Glenn Dale Road, thence southerly with the center line of Glenn Dale Road to the center line of
Annapolis Road (Md. 450), thence easterly and northeasterly with the center line of Annapolis Road to the
center line of Md. Rt. 3, thence northeasterly with the center line of Md. Rt. 3 to the Patuxent River, thence
northwesterly with the Patuxent River to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-115. - Mellwood No. 15.
Beginning at a point where White House Road and Brown Station Road intersect, thence westerly with the
center line of White House Road to the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road, thence southwesterly with the
center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to the center line of Ritchie Road, thence southwesterly with the center
line of Ritchie Road to the center line of D'Arcy Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of D'Arcy Road
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to the center line of Westphalia Road, thence westerly with the center line of Westphalia Road to the center line
of Pennsylvania Avenue (Md. 4), thence southeasterly with the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue to the center
line of Dower House Road, thence southerly and southeasterly with the center line of Dower House Road to the
center line of Woodyard Road (Md. 223), thence southwesterly with the center line of Woodyard Road to the
center line of Rosaryville Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Rosaryville Road crossing U.S. 301
to the center line of Old Indian Head Road, thence southerly with the center line of Old Indian Head Road to the
center line of Duley Station Road, thence southeasterly and easterly with the center line of Duley Station Road
to the center line of Croom Road (Md. 382), thence northerly with the center line of Croom Road to the center
line of Croom Station Road, thence northerly with the center line of Croom Station Road to the center line of
Old Crain Highway, thence northeasterly with the center line of Old Crain Highway to the center line of
Pennsylvania Avenue, thence westerly with the center line of Pennsylvania Avenue to the center line of Ritchie
Marlboro Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to the center line of Old
Marlboro Pike (Md. 408), thence easterly with the center line of Old Marlboro Pike to the center line of Brown
Station Road, thence northerly and westerly with the center line of Brown Station Road to the point of
beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-116. - Hyattsville No. 16.
Beginning at the intersection of the center line of Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201) and the northeasterly common
boundary line of the Town of Edmonston, thence westerly with the northeasterly boundary line of the Town of
Edmonston to the common boundary line between Edmonston and Riverdale Park, thence southerly, westerly
and northerly with the common boundary line between the municipalities of Riverdale Park and Edmonston to
the Hyattsville-Riverdale Park common boundary line, thence continuing westerly and northerly along said
common boundary line to the center line of East-West Highway (Md. 410), thence westerly with the center line
of East-West Highway and the University Park-Hyattsville common boundary line to the center line of Queens
Chapel Road, thence leaving the University Park and Hyattsville municipal boundary lines and continuing
westerly with the center line of East-West Highway to the western boundary line of the City of Hyattsville,
thence following the municipal boundary line of Hyattsville southerly, southeasterly and westerly to the center
line of Ager Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Ager Road to the center line of Hamilton Street,
thence easterly with the center line of Hamilton Street to the center line of Queens Chapel Road, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Queens Chapel Road to the center line of Northwest Branch, thence
easterly and southeasterly with the center line of Northwest Branch to the center line of the Alexandria Branch
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thence southerly with the center line of the Alexandria Branch of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to the southwesterly projection of the center line of Windom Road, thence easterly
with said projection and the center line of Windom Road to the center line of Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201),
thence northeasterly with the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-117. - Chillum No. 17.
Beginning at the point where the boundary line between Prince George's and Montgomery Counties is
intersected by the center line of Mt. Pisgah Road and running thence with the center line of Mt. Pisgah Road
southeasterly to the center line of Adelphi Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Adelphi Road to the
center line of East-West Highway (Md. 410), thence westerly with the center line of East-West Highway to the
westerly municipal boundary line of the City of Hyattsville, thence southwesterly and westerly with the center
line of said municipal boundary line to the center line of Ager Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of
Ager Road to the center line of Hamilton Street, thence easterly with the center line of Hamilton Street to the
center line of Queens Chapel Road, thence southwesterly with the center line of Queens Chapel Road to the
center line of Northwest Branch, thence easterly and southeasterly with the center line of Northwest Branch to
the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thence southwesterly with the center line of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad to the District of Columbia-Prince George's County boundary line, thence northwesterly with
the boundary line between the District of Columbia and Prince George's County to the boundary line between
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Prince George's and Montgomery Counties, thence northeasterly with said boundary line to the point of
beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-118. - Seat Pleasant No. 18.
Beginning at a point where the center line of CONRAIL (formerly the Pennsylvania Railroad) crosses the Prince
George's County-District of Columbia boundary line south of Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201), thence
northeasterly with the center line of CONRAIL to the center line of Columbia Park Road, thence easterly with
the center line of Columbia Park Road to the center line of Cabin Branch Drive, thence southeasterly with the
center line of Cabin Branch Drive to the center line of Sheriff Road, thence easterly with the center line of
Sheriff Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway (Md. 704) (formerly George N. Palmer
Highway), thence southwesterly with the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Hill
Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Hill Road to the center line of Central Avenue (Md. 214),
thence easterly with the center line of Central Avenue to the center line of Ritchie Road, thence southerly with
the center line of Ritchie Road to the center line of Walker Mill Road, thence westerly with the center line of
Walker Mill Road to the center line of Marlboro Pike, thence northwesterly with the center line of Marlboro Pike
to the Prince George's County-District of Columbia boundary line, thence northeasterly with said boundary line
to East Corner, thence northwesterly still with said boundary line to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-119. - Riverdale Park No. 19.
Beginning at a point where the center lines of Adelphi Road and Wells Parkway intersect, thence easterly with
the center line of Wells Parkway to the center line of Clagett Road, thence easterly with the center line of Clagett
Road to the center line of Clagett Pineway, thence easterly with the center line of Clagett Pineway to the center
line of Pine Way, thence northerly and easterly with the center line of Pine Way to the center line of Baltimore
Avenue (U.S. Rt. 1), thence southerly with the center line of Baltimore Avenue to the common municipal
boundary line of College Park and Riverdale Park, thence with said boundary line easterly, northerly, and
easterly to the center line of Calvert Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Calvert Road to the center
line of Good Luck Road, thence easterly with the center line of Good Luck Road to the center line of Auburn
Avenue, thence southwesterly with the center line of Auburn Avenue to the center line of Riverdale Road, thence
westerly with the center line of Riverdale Road to the center line of Baltimore-Washington Parkway, thence
southerly with the center line of Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the eastward projection of the center line of
Carter's Lane, thence westerly with said projection and the center line of Carter's Lane to the center line of
Kenilworth Avenue (Md. 201), thence southerly with the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to the common
boundary line of the Town of Edmonston and Town of Riverdale Park, thence westerly with said projection and
the common boundary line of the Town of Edmonston and Town of Riverdale Park to the intersection of the
Edmonston and Riverdale Park town incorporated lines, thence southerly, westerly and northerly with the
common boundary line between Riverdale Park and Edmonston to the Hyattsville-Riverdale Park common
boundary line, thence continuing westerly and northerly along said common boundary line to the center line of
East-West Highway (Md. 410) and the University Park-Hyattsville common municipal boundary line, thence
westerly with the center line of East-West Highway to the center line of Adelphi Road, thence northerly with the
center line of Adelphi Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Sec. 8-120. - Lanham No. 20.
Beginning at the intersection of the center lines of Good Luck Road and 96th Avenue, thence southerly with the
center line of 96th Avenue to the center line of Lanham-Severn Road (Md. 564), thence northeasterly with the
center line of Lanham-Severn Road to the center line of Glenn Dale Road, thence southerly with the center line
of Glenn Dale Road to the center line of Annapolis Road, thence westerly with the center line of Annapolis
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Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway, thence westerly and southwesterly with the center
line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Bald Hill Branch, thence southeasterly with the
center line of Bald Hill Branch to the center line of Ardwick-Ardmore Road, thence northwesterly with the
center line of Ardwick-Ardmore Road to the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway, thence
southwesterly with the center line of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway to the center line of Landover Road (Md.
202), thence westerly with the center line of Landover Road to the center line of CONRAIL (formerly the
Pennsylvania Railroad), thence northeasterly with the center line of CONRAIL to the center line of John Hanson
Highway, thence westerly with the center line of John Hanson Highway to the center line of Ardwick-Ardmore
Road, thence northwesterly with the center line of Ardwick-Ardmore Road to the center line of Annapolis Road
(Md. 450), thence northeasterly with the center line of Annapolis Road to the center line of Finns Lane, thence
northwesterly with the center line of Finns Lane to the center line of Riverdale Road, thence westerly with the
center line of Riverdale Road to the center line of Auburn Avenue, thence northeasterly with the center line of
Auburn Avenue to the center line of Good Luck Road, thence easterly with the center line of Good Luck Road to
the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986; CB-16-1990)
Sec. 8-121. - Berwyn No. 21.
Beginning at a point where the boundary line between Prince George's and Montgomery Counties is intersected
by the center line of Mt. Pisgah Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Mt. Pisgah Road to the center
line of Adelphi Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of Adelphi Road to the center line of Wells
Parkway, thence easterly with the center line of Wells Parkway to the center line of Clagett Road, thence easterly
with the center line of Clagett Road to the center line of Clagett Pineway, thence easterly with the center line of
Clagett Pineway to the center line of Pine Way, thence northerly and easterly with the center line of Pine Way to
the center line of Baltimore Avenue (U.S. Rt. 1), thence southerly with the center line of Baltimore Avenue to
the common municipal boundary line of College Park and Riverdale Park, thence with said boundary line
easterly, northerly and easterly to the center line of Calvert Road, thence southeasterly with the center line of
Calvert Road to the center line of Good Luck Road, thence easterly with the center line of Good Luck Road to
the center line of Cipriano Road, thence northerly with the center line of Cipriano Road to the center line of
Greenbelt Road (Md. 193), thence easterly with the center line of Greenbelt Road to the center line of Soil
Conservation Road, thence northerly with the center line of Soil Conservation Road to the center line of Beaver
Dam Road, thence westerly with the center line of Beaver Dam Road to the center line of Beaverdam Creek,
thence westerly with the center line of Beaverdam Creek to the center line of Edmonston Road (Md. 201),
thence northerly with the center line of Edmonston Road to the center line of Sunnyside Avenue, thence westerly
with the center line of Sunnyside Avenue to the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, thence southerly
with the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to the center line of the Capital Beltway, thence westerly
with the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of Cherry Hill Road, thence northwesterly with the
center line of Cherry Hill Road to the center line of Powder Mill Road, thence southwesterly with the center line
of Powder Mill Road to the boundary line between Prince George's and Montgomery Counties, thence
southwesterly with said boundary line to the point of beginning.
(CB-59-1986)
Editor's note— On November 11, 2001, the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, approved
the Councilmanic Redistricting Plan, prepared by the Prince George's County Redistricting Commission
pursuant to Section 305 of the Prince George's County Charter. The following is a summary of the approved
plan:
Councilmanic District One: Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Vansville (1 st ) election district; precincts 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 of the Laurel (10 th ) election district and; precincts 4, 5, 10 and 14 of the Berwyn (21
st ) election district.
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Councilmanic District Two: Precincts 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Hyattsville (16 th ) election district and; precincts 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of the Chillum (17 th ) election district.
Councilmanic District Three: Precincts 4, 6, and 10 of the Bladensburg (2 nd ) election district; precinct 2 of the
Bowie (14 th ) election district; precincts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Riverdale (19 th ) election district; precincts 1 ,2,
3, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11 of the Lanham (20 th ) election district and; precincts 1, 2, 7, 11, 12, 15, 16 and 17 of the
Berwyn (21 st ) election district.
Councilmanic District Four: Precincts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Queen Anne (7 th ) election district;
precincts 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Bowie (14 th ) election district and; precincts 3, 6, 8, 9 and 13 of the
Berwyn (21 st ) election district.
Councilmanic District Five: Precincts 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 of the Bladensburg (2 nd ) election district; precincts
1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16 and 17 of the Kent (13 th ) election district; precinct 1 of the Hyattsville (16 th )
election district; precincts 3 and 5 of the Seat Pleasant (18 th ) election district and; precincts 4, 5, and 8 of the
Lanham (20 th ) election district.
Councilmanic District Six: Precincts 2, 3 and 4 of the Marlboro (3 rd ) election district; precincts 1, 5, 10, 11, 20
and 23 of the Spauldings (Spaldings) (6 th ) election district; precincts 1, 11 and 12 of the Queen Anne (7 th )
election district; precincts 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the Kent (13 th ) election district; precinct 2 of the
Melwood (15 th ) election district and; precinct 6 of the Seat Pleasant (18 th ) election district.
Councilmanic District Seven: Precincts 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 21 and 22 of the Spauldings (Spaldings)
(6 th ) election district; precincts 6 and 13 of the Oxon Hill (12 th ) election district and; precincts 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9,
10 and 11 of the Seat Pleasant (18 th ) election district.
Councilmanic District Eight: Precincts 2, 5, 6, and 7 of the Piscataway (5 th ) election district; precincts 2, 13
and 14 of the Spauldings (Spaldings) (6 th ) election district; precincts 2 and 5 of the Surratts (9 th ) election
district and; precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 15 of the Oxon Hill (12 th ) election district.
Councilmanic District Nine: Precinct 1 of the Upper Marlboro (3 rd ) election district; precinct 1 of the
Nottingham (4 th ) election district; precincts 1, 3, 4 and 8 of the Piscataway (5 th ) election district; precincts 7
and 18 of the Spauldings (Spaldings) (6 th ) election district; precinct 1 of the Aquasco (8 th ) election district;
precincts 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Surratts (9 th ) election district; precincts 1 and 2 of the Brandywine
(11 th ) election district and; precincts 1, 3 and 4 of the Melwood (15 th ) election district.
Editor's note— On November 1, 2011 the Prince George's County Council adopted the 2011 Prince George's
County Council Redistricting Plan in accordance with Section 305 of the County Charter. The Plan became
effective on 11/4/2011.
SUBTITLE 9. - ELECTRICITY.
DIVISION 1. - ELECTRICAL CODE.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ADOPTED BY REFERENCE.
Sec. 9-101. - Code; adoption by reference.
The National Electrical Code (NEC), 2017 Edition, published by the National Fire Protection Association, is
hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Subtitle with the same force and effect as though set out in
full herein as the Official Electrical Code of Prince George's County, together with the changes, deletions, or
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modifications prescribed in this Subtitle. All electrical work performed or contracted to be performed in the
County shall be included within the authority of this Subtitle.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-58-1994; CB-23-1996; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015;
CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-101.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-102. - Definitions.
(a)
The term "the authority having jurisdiction for enforcing this Code" as used in the National Electrical Code shall
mean the Director and/or representative of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Where
the name of the jurisdiction is to be indicated in any Section of the Code, the name to be substituted therein shall
be "Prince George's County, Maryland."
(b)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the meaning given for them
in Section 2-253.50 of this County Code:
(1)
Board;
(2)
Department;
(3)
Director;
(4)
Electrical Contractor;
(5)
Electrical Contractor, Limited;
(6)
Electrical work;
(7)
Master Electrician;
(8)
Master Electrician, Limited;
(9)
Journeyman Electrician;
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(10)
Apprentice Electrician;
(11)
Electrical Subcontractor;
(12)
Electrical Subcontractor, Limited.
(CB-51-1985; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-18-2013; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-103. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 2. - AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE.
Sec. 9-104. - General.
Any provision of the National Electrical Code adopted by Section 9-101 of this Subtitle shall be subject to
change, modification, addition or omission as set out in Subdivision 2, and such change, amendment, addition or
deletion shall be deemed to supersede the text of the Electrical Code in any case where the provisions of this
Subtitle are interpreted.
(CB-51-1985; CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-104.01. - Same; Article 110 — Requirements for Electrical Installations.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Section 110.26 of the National Electrical
Code:
(1)
Section 110.26(D), "Illumination," is amended to read as follows: In addition to Article 110.26(D) a wall
mounted battery pack operated emergency illumination shall be provided for all working spaces about service
equipment, switchboards, panelboards, load centers and motor control centers installed indoors. The battery shall
be of suitable rating and capacity to supply and maintain the total load for a minimum period of 2 hours. In
addition, emergency illumination shall be provided about service equipment and switchboards in all commercial
occupancies.
(CB-58-1994; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-105. - Prevent Physical Damage.
For residential and commercial applications, in locations where electrical equipment is likely to be exposed to
physical damage by vehicles, electrical equipment shall have vehicle impact protection per 2018 International
Building Code ("IBC") 1607.9, or as per 2018 International Residential Code ("IRC") E3404.10.
(CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-106. - Same; Article 250 — Grounding.
(a)
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The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 250 of the National Electrical
(1)
Section 250.52(A)(1) Metal Underground Water Pipe. A metal underground water pipe in direct contact with the
earth for 3.0 m (10 ft) or more (including any metal well casing bonded to the pipe) and electrically continuous
(or made electrically continuous by bonding around insulating joints or insulating pipe) to the points of
connection of the grounding electrode conductor and the bonding conductor(s) or jumper(s), if installed.
Grounding electrode conductor shall be bonded to water pipe within 5 feet of where cold water pipe enters the
structure.
(2)
Section 250.52(A)(2) Metal In-ground Support Structure(s). One or more metal in-ground support structure(s) in
direct contact with the earth vertically, with or without concrete encasement. If multiple metal in-ground support
structures are present at a building or a structure, it shall be permissible to bond only one into the grounding
electrode system.
Informational Note: Metal in-ground support structures include, but are not limited to, pilings, casings, and other
structural metal.
(3)
Section 250.52(A)(3), "Concrete - Encased Electrode," is amended to read as follows: All new structures, both
residential and commercial, require a concrete encased electrode to be used as the principal grounding electrode
system.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-107. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-107.01. - Wiring Methods and Materials; Article 310 — Conductors for General Wiring.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 310 of the National Electrical Code:
(1)
The following paragraph is added to Section 310.10, "Uses Permitted:" Aluminum Conductors. Aluminum
conductors shall be permitted only for service and feeder use and shall not be smaller than #2 AWG.
(2)
The following exception is added to Section 310.10, "Uses Permitted:" Listed Cable assemblies #2 aluminum
AWG and larger installed in single-family and multifamily dwellings, having grounding conductors sized in
accordance with Section 250.122, "Size of Equipment Grounding Conductors," shall be excluded from the
requirements set forth in (a)(1), above.
(CB-99-1991; CB-58-1994; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-44-2008; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-108. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-108.00.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-108.01. - Same; Article 408 — Switchboards and Panelboards.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 408 of the National Electrical Code:
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(1)
All commercially owned occupancies including dwelling units having electrical equipment with a capacity of
eight hundred (800) amperes or larger, shall undergo maintenance, cleaning and inspection as described by the
manufacturer: every three (3) years by a master electrician licensed by Prince George's County. The master
electrician must promptly prepare a written maintenance report identifying the equipment inspected and cleaned
including any conditions to be corrected and or repaired. A copy of the report shall be delivered to the owner
within in 10 days of the inspection. Any deficiencies noted thereon must be corrected or repaired. Moreover, a
copy of the "Maintenance/Cleaning Inspection Report shall be made available to the Department of Permitting
and Inspections upon request. If such maintenance or cleaning requires a coordinated shut down with the
servicing utility company, an electrical permit shall be required. The maintenance and cleaning includes but is
not limited to the following:
(a)
Vacuum entire interior of electrical equipment;
(b)
Clean busbars and contacts with a suitable nonconductive solvent;
(c)
Lubricate and exercise all moving mechanisms; apply anti-oxidizing agents as warranted;
(d)
Check all conductors for abrasions;
(e)
Busbars and busbar connections shall be subjected to thermographic testing, if corrective action is warranted,
repair shall be made in accordance with recommended manufacturer specifications;
(f)
Replace worn, damaged, or deteriorating components; and
(g)
Test ground-fault protective device.
(h)
Testing and cleaning records shall be kept and made available upon request and proper antioxidizing agents shall
be used after each cleaning.
(2)
On all new and renovated installations requiring service and distribution electrical equipment, Electrical
Contractor shall provide a Letter from utility company stating the SC AIC rating required for the service
equipment to inspector at the TPF inspection. Upon final inspection of all electrical work the electrical
contractor shall provide letter certification of electrical connection tightening per manufacturer requirements and
recommendations.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
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Sec. 9-108.02. - Equipment for General Use; Article 410 — Luminaires, Lampholders, and Lamps.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 410 of the National Electrical Code:
(1)
The following addition is made to paragraph (B) of Section 410.36: All "lay-in" luminaires will require
independent suspension to insure that the luminaire will not drop more than nominally two (2) or three (3)
inches when the framing members no longer provide the support. Number 12 WG wire firmly secured to the
building structure and the luminaire is required for this purpose. Two (2) restraining wires (one (1) at each
opposite end of the luminaire) are required for luminaries smaller than 2×4 and four (4) restraining wires (one
(1) at each corner) are required on all luminaries 2×4 and larger. Other types of lay-in fixtures and surface
mounted fixtures mounted on drop ceiling shall be support based on the fixture area to preclude the danger of
falling when the framing members fail or are removed (e.g., hi-hat luminaire).
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-108.03. - Same; Article 450 — Transformers and Transformer Vaults.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 450 of the National Electrical Code:
(1)
The following paragraph is added to Section 450.21: A means of disconnecting the primary shall be located
"within sight" of any dry-type transformer meeting the requirements of 450.21(A) and (B).
(CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-109. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-109.01. - Special Conditions; Article 700 — Emergency Systems.
(a)
The following amendments, additions, and/or deletions are made to Article 700 of the National Electrical Code:
(1)
Section 700.5(A) is amended by the addition of the following sentence:
(A)
Emergency Systems and Transfer equipment shall be separated by a wall or wall(s) with a minimum fire rating
of two (2) hour(s).
(2)
The first paragraph of Section 700.12, titled "General Requirements," is amended by the addition of the
following sentence: Permission to use an emergency power source must be requested and authorized in writing
from the authority having jurisdiction prior to the submittal of engineering plans for approval.
Note: Separation of transfer equipment shall incorporate the emergency system on the load side of the transfer
switch.
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(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-41-2000; CB-66-2003; CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-109.02. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-109.03. - Emergency and Power Source.
(a)
The following amendments and/or additions are made to Article 700 of the National Electrical Code.
(1)
A connection ahead of service disconnecting means is not permitted as an emergency circuit except as permitted
by Section 9-109.01 of this Code.
(CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-109.04. - Fire Pump.
(a)
The following amendments, and/or additions are made to Article 695 of the National Electrical Code:
(1)
A fire pump shall be supplied by a separate service from the utility transformer.
(2)
A fire pump shall be permitted to be supplied from a connection located ahead of the service disconnecting
means when a back-up on-site generator is used as an alternate power source to feed the fire pump.
(CB-91-2015)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ADMINISTRATION.
Sec. 9-110. - Official records.
An official record shall be kept of all business and activities related to the Electrical Code and enforcement
thereof including permits, fees and inspection reports, and all such records shall be open to public inspection at
all appropriate times.
(CB-51-1985)
Sec. 9-111. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 4. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 9-112. - Electrical permits; required.
No person shall perform electrical work until a permit has been obtained and a copy has been posted at the job
site or presented to the owner or occupant. The work must be done under the personal and technical supervision
of a licensed Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited, or a licensed Refrigeration, Air Conditioning
and/or Heating Contractor. No permit shall be required for replacement of existing receptacles, switches or
lighting fixtures not exceeding a total of five (5) devices per structure.
(CB-51-1985; CB-20-2021)
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Sec. 9-113. - Permit application.
(a)
All applications for permits shall be in writing, on such form as may be prescribed by the Department, and shall
describe the work to be done and the location thereof. All applications for permits shall be accompanied by plans
and specifications as specified in Section 9-115 and the fee set forth by the Director and/or representative.
(b)
Electrical permits shall only be issued to a duly licensed Master Electrician, or Master Electrician, Limited, or a
duly licensed Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and/or Heating Contractor, except as provided in Section 9-117.
(CB-51-1985; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-114. - Approved plans.
Approved plans are plans which have been reviewed by the Director and/or representative and have been found
to be consistent with Code requirements and accepted practices. Approved plans shall be stamped "Approved"
and at least one (1) set of such approved plans shall be retained by the Department and the other set shall be kept
at the building site, open to inspection of the Director and/or representative at all reasonable times.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-41-2000; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-115. - Plans and specifications.
An application for a permit shall be accompanied by not less than two (2) copies of specifications and of plans
which use symbols and notations commonly accepted by the electrical industry to show the nature and character
of the work to be performed. The Director and/or representative may waive the requirement for filing plans
when it is determined that the work is of a minor nature. No plans shall be required when a building permit
application has been filed in accordance with Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-116. - Exceptions.
When temporary emergency repairs necessitate replacement or alterations to an electrical installation in
residential or small industrial uses, such work may be commenced by a properly licensed Master Electrician or
Master Electrician, (Limited), without a permit; provided, that the person doing the same shall first inform the
Department, if the Department's office is open, giving name and address and the address where the work is to be
done, the nature thereof, and the appropriate time of commencement of the work. In each case, such person shall
file an application for a permit covering the work no later than the following business day.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-58-1994)
Sec. 9-117. - Right of property owner to perform work on own premises.
(a)
Except as restricted to the type of work as delineated below, the property owner is permitted to perform
electrical work on his or her own premises; and the work is limited up to a combination of ten (10) devices or
less which includes addition, relocation and replacement of (lights, receptacles and switches), provided, that
such premises are used only for a single-family residential dwelling.
The owner shall meet the following requirements:
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(1)
The owner shall apply for, pay the required fee, and secure an electrical permit required by this Subtitle.
(2)
The owner shall do such work in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle and plans submitted with the
application.
(3)
The owner shall apply for all inspections required by this Subtitle.
(4)
The owner shall be living on the premises, or declare an intention to occupy the premises for a minimum of one
(1) year.
(5)
The owner shall receive a final certification of inspection.
(b)
Personal installation by an owner, other than by a licensed electrician, shall be by the owner on his own premises
and without compensation from or to any other person for such labor or installation. The owner exercising this
privilege shall conform to all requirements of this Subtitle.
(c)
The following electrical work is not permitted to be performed under a homeowners permit:
(1)
Installation of New Service;
(2)
Service Heavy-Up;
(3)
Service Panel Change;
(4)
Relocation of Service Panel and/or Meter;
(5)
Relocation of Service Drop or Lateral; or
(6)
Installation of subpanels.
(d)
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Personal installation by an owner, other than by a licensed electrician, shall be by the owner on his own premises
and without compensation from or to any other person for such labor or installation. The owner exercising this
privilege shall conform to all requirements of this Subtitle.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-58-1994; CB-41-2000; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-118. - Permits; terms and conditions.
(a)
Each electrical permit issued pursuant to this Subtitle shall describe the installation to be done thereunder.
Except as provided by Section 9-116, no person shall install or repair any electrical equipment other than in
accordance with the permit. Except as provided by Section 9-117, all work done under such permit shall be
performed under the technical supervision of a licensed Master Electrician or Master Electrician, Limited, as
identified on the permit. All permits shall expire and be void unless the work authorized thereunder is either
commenced within six (6) months from the date of issuance or there are no inspections made in a six (6) month
period.
(b)
Any permit issued with administrative errors which are the result of information provided by the applicant, such
as incomplete listing of work accomplished, wrong address, or wrong owner, shall be revised prior to a final
inspection. A fee of Forty-Five Dollars ($45.00) is imposed for a permit revision in addition to the increased
scope of work.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-41-2000; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-119. - Request of permit number.
The Electrical Contractor or employees shall provide, at the job site, the number(s) of any permit(s) issued, upon
request of the Department.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989)
Sec. 9-120. - Revocation of permits.
The Director shall revoke, without refund of the permit fee, an electrical permit which is issued on an
application or plans containing any false statement or misrepresentation of fact immediately upon discovery of
such false statement or misrepresentation of fact therein.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989)
Sec. 9-121. - Fee for permits and inspections.
The fees for electrical permits and inspections of electrical installations pursuant to this Subtitle shall be adopted
by resolution. The County Executive shall propose and recommend to the County Council a schedule of fees that
reflects the actual costs associated with administering and inspecting work performed pursuant to permit. The
Council shall conduct a public hearing prior to adopting the schedule of fees and may amend the schedule of
fees prior to adoption.
(CB-51-1985; CB-116-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-58-1994; CB-23-1996)
Editor's note— The electrical permit fee schedule was adopted by CR-35-1996.
CR-49-1998 revised the fee schedule for electrical permits to become effective on July 1, 1998.
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Sec. 9-122. - Unused Permits and Inspections.
(a)
Whenever a change of electrical contractor occurs, the property owner, developer, or general contractor must
inform the County by letter of such change. The letter should be addressed to the Director and/or representative
and should include the following: electrical permit number(s), addressee(s), the last type of inspection if any, the
reason for changing contractor, and the new contractor if selected. A copy of this letter should also be sent to the
utility providing electric power when service work is included on the permit(s). Subsequent to receipt of this
letter a "change in contractor" type of inspection will be made. When the inspection is completed and before
resuming work, the new contractor must obtain a new permit at a cost to be determined by the Director and/or
representative.
(b)
Whenever any electrical work for which a permit is required has been started prior to obtaining a permit, a
special investigation shall be made before an application maybe filed to request the required permit. In addition
to the filing fee and regular permit fee, an investigation fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for
residential work and Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for commercial work shall be paid at the time of
filing the application for the required permit. Whenever work under a permit has been placed, partially
completed, or concealed without first obtaining the required inspection approval, the Director and/or
representative shall cause a special investigation to be made. The fee for the special investigation shall be One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for residential and Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for commercial and
shall be payable before further inspections will be provided.
(c)
Whenever an inspection is requested which cannot be rendered because the work has not been completed, a
reinspection fee of Fifty-five Dollars ($55.00) will be assessed against the contractor.
(CB-51-1985; CB-96-1989; CB-99-1991; CB-58-1994; CB-91-2015; CB-20-2021)
Sec. 9-123. - Inspections.
A rough-wiring inspection is required before concealment. Upon completion of an electrical installation, a
request for final inspection shall be made to the Department within seventy-two (72) hours of completion. The
Department shall complete any commercial electrical inspection within three (3) working days of such request.
(CB-51-1985; CB-91-2015)
Sec. 9-124. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-124.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-124.02. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-125. - Reserved.
Sec. 9-126. - Special requirements for power companies.
No electric light or power company shall energize any customer's electric lines, outlets or devices within the
County until a temporary or permanent meter cut-in certificate has been issued by the Department. This Section
does not apply to facilities of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission that are used to dispense their
services to the public.
(CB-51-1985)
Sec. 9-127. through Sec. 9-129. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - BURGLAR AND HOLDUP ALARM SYSTEMS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - INSTALLATION STANDARDS
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Sec. 9-201. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purpose of this Division, the following words, terms, and phrases shall have the meaning given herein:
(1)
Alarm Business means any business which sells, installs, leases, maintains, repairs, replaces, alters, services,
monitors, or responds to an alarm system.
(2)
Alarm Signal means the activation of an alarm system.
(3)
Alarm Site means a single premises or location served by an alarm system. Each tenancy, if served by a separate
alarm system, in a multitenant building shall be considered a separate alarm system.
(4)
Alarm System means a device or series of devices, including, but not limited to, systems interconnected with
radio signals, which are designed to emit or transmit a remote or local audible, visual, or electronic signal
indicating an alarm condition. Alarm system includes devices activated automatically, such as burglar alarms,
and devices activated manually, such as holdup and duress alarms. Alarm System does not include Fire Alarm
Systems and Alarm Systems which monitor temperature, humidity or any other condition not directly related to
the detection of an unauthorized intrusion into a premises or an attempted robbery at a premises; an alarm
installed on a vehicle; or an alarm designed to alert only the inhabitants of a premises that does not have a
sounding device which can be heard on the exterior of the premises.
(5)
Alarm user means the person who uses an alarm system at the person's alarm site.
(6)
Automatic Dialing Device means any device which is interconnected to a telephone line and is programmed to
select a predetermined telephone number, then transmit a prerecorded voice or code message signaling the
existence of entry or criminal activity at the protected premises.
(7)
Central Monitoring Station means a commercial company whose primary business is monitoring alarm signals
and performing contracted services for alarm users.
(8)
Certification or Certified means the system has been inspected by a licensed burglar and holdup alarm contractor
or technician licensed in Maryland and/or Prince George's County and that the system meets all the requirements
of this Code and all other applicable national or local codes.
(9)
Chief of Police or Chief means the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department or designee.
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(10)
Control Panel means the central processing unit designed to manage and control an alarm system.
(11)
Direct Connection (hard-wired) means an alarm system, either silent or audible, that transmits an alarm signal
via interconnecting wires to a remote location dedicated to that purpose.
(12)
Dual Technology Sensor means a single device that is manufactured to require two simultaneous inputs by two
different technologies to cause alarm activation.
(13)
Duress Alarm means the deliberate activation of a silent alarm by entering at a touchpad a code different from
the normal arm/disarm code, or by a separate deliberate act at other device(s).
(14)
False Alarm means any request for immediate Police Department assistance which is not in response to actual or
threatened criminal activity or activation of an alarm system which results in an emergency response by the
police to an alarm site for which the responding police officer finds no evidence of a criminal offense or
attempted criminal offense at the alarm site. An emergency response to an alarm signal which is cancelled by the
alarm user or alarm business prior to the time the responding police officer reaches the alarm site shall not be
considered a false alarm. False alarms include negligently or accidentally activated signals; signals which are the
result of faulty, malfunctioning, or improperly installed or maintained equipment; or signals which are purposely
activated to summon the police in nonemergency situations.
(15)
Holdup Alarm means a silent alarm generated by the deliberate activation of a holdup device.
(16)
License or permit means a license or permit issued to an alarm business or an alarm system user by the Chief of
Police.
(17)
Local means an alarm system that sounds audibly at the protected premises.
(18)
Nonresidential or Commercial Alarm User means any alarm user that is not a residential alarm user.
(19)
Panic Alarm means the deliberate activation of an audible alarm.
(20)
Police Connection means direct connection in which the remote location is a police facility.
(21)
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Residential Alarm User means the occupant of any dwelling unit with an alarm system.
(22)
Silent Alarm means an alarm system that has no audible sound at the protected premises.
(23)
Touchpad means a device that allows control of an alarm system by the manual entering of a coded sequence of
numbers or letters.
(24)
Wireless System means those types of systems which transmit electromagnetic waves or messages through the
air from remote sensor devices to the control panel to indicate a condition exists for which an alarm signal
should be sounded or from a control device to arm/disarm the system, activate the alarm signal or reset the
system.
(CB-122-1979; CB-25-1983; CB-96-1989; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-202. - Alarm system installation standards.
(a)
All burglar and holdup alarm systems shall be installed and serviced only by persons licensed as burglar and
holdup alarm contractors. The contractor shall have a Master Electrician's License or a Master Electrician's
License, Limited, in addition to an Alarm Business License.
(b)
Prior to requesting final inspection approval of an alarm system, the burglar and holdup alarm contractors shall
certify that each new burglar and holdup alarm system has been installed in accordance with the provisions of
Sections 9-118 and 9-203; that it has been inspected and found to be operating normally; and that the alarm user
has been instructed with regard to the system operation.
(c)
Each alarm installation shall be thoroughly inspected by a licensed contractor upon request of the Chief after a
false alarm has occurred and there is no explainable reason for the false alarm.
(d)
Where an alarm system is malfunctioning, the alarm user shall either turn the alarm system off or have it
repaired promptly by a licensed contractor.
(CB-122-1979; CB-96-1989; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-203. - General installation requirements for burglar and holdup systems.
(a)
In addition to the requirement set forth in the National Electrical Code, alarm systems shall be subject to the
following requirements. Where there is a conflict with the most recently adopted edition of the NEC, the most
stringent requirement will apply.
(1)
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Power Supply.
(A)
Every alarm system must have standby power sufficient to operate the system in a non-alarm status (without
being the cause of an alarm activation) for a minimum of four hours.
(B)
Every alarm system must have a U.L. 1449 listed (or better) surge protector installed between the transformer
and:
(1)
The 110 voltage source used to supply power to the master control panel; and
(2)
Any power device connected to the system but powered separately. Any alarm system that has a multiphase
power service and a dedicated transformer to that premises (building) only does not require surge protection as
described above.
(C)
Every residential alarm system control panel must have either:
(1)
Push on/pull off connectors to the battery and a description of the transformer location permanently affixed to
the inside of the control panel; or
(2)
An on/off switch that disconnects the battery and the transformer from the central processing unit inside the
control panel.
(D)
Transformers must be affixed to an electrical outlet.
(E)
Every alarm system must have a supervised standby power supply that causes a local annunciation when standby
power falls below the manufacturer's recommended specifications.
(2)
Grounding.
(A)
Every alarm system must be grounded under NEC (National Electrical Code), NBFAA (National Burglar and
Fire Alarm Association), U.L. 681, or manufacturers' standards.
(3)
Sensors, Actuators, and Signal Devices.
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(A)
Any door or window contact installed for the purpose of activating the alarm system must be hermetically sealed
if used on solid state control panels.
(B)
Any holdup alarm (requiring push button activation) must use simultaneous two-button activation or a keyed
manual reset after activation.
(C)
Any panic or medical/emergency alarm activation must cause an audible alarm.
(D)
All audio detection devices must be either volumetric sound detectors with operator analysis or detectors that
require two different inputs within one-half second (or less) to generate an alarm.
(E)
Any residential alarm system with an audible alarm must have a sufficient number of sound generating devices
to alert or awaken all normal hearing occupants within the alarm user's premises that an alarm has been
activated.
(F)
Every alarm system using a digital communicator must have a proper phone interface device as required by FCC
accessible to the alarm user and mounted within 24 inches of the control panel.
(G)
Any audible alarm must automatically silence the annunciator within 30 minutes after activation.
(4)
Alarm Housings and Control Units.
(A)
All alarm system equipment shall be either Underwriters Laboratory or Factory Mutual listed.
(B)
All alarm system equipment shall be used only for the purpose intended by the manufacturer and installed per
manufacturers' specification.
(C)
Any alarm system that has a touchpad or other device designed to allow the user to activate the alarm (when in
the disarm mode) must be configured as follows:
AUDIBLE

SILENT

(a) Panic

(d) Duress

(b) Fire

(e) Holdup
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(c) Medical/Emergency

(5)
Wiring.
(A)
All alarm system wiring must meet NEC (National Electrical Code) standards and be a minimum of 22 gauge, or
meet manufacturer's specifications (whichever is the higher standard). Wiring run through plenum ceilings must
be plenum rated.
(B)
Any wire splice must be "hot" soldered and taped, or "B" connected according to manufacturers' specifications.
"B" connectors must not be crimped with other than a tool recommended by the manufacturer.
(CB-122-1979; CB-96-1989; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
SUBDIVISION 2. - BURGLAR AND HOLDUP ALARM USER'S LICENSE AND REGISTRATION.
Sec. 9-211. - Alarm user permits.
(a)
Permit. Every alarm user shall obtain an alarm user permit for each alarm system he operates on commercial or
residential premises within this County from the Chief of Police. No permit will be issued for any system
utilizing an Automatic Dialing Device which is programmed to transmit a prerecorded message or code signal
directly to a telephone number assigned to the Prince George's County Police Department.
(b)
Disclaimer. Registration of an alarm system is not intended to, nor will it, create a contract, duty, or obligation,
either expressed or implied, of response. Any and all liability and consequential damage resulting from the
failure to respond to a notification is hereby disclaimed and governmental immunity, as provided by law, is
retained. By registering an alarm system, the alarm user acknowledges that police response may be based on
factors such as: the availability of police units, priority of calls, weather conditions, traffic conditions,
emergency conditions, or staffing levels.
(c)
Alarm User Permit Application.
(1)
Residential Alarm User Permit Application. Each application or application for renewal for a residential alarm
user permit must contain, but is not limited to, the following information:
(A)
Registration Number assigned by the County (if renewal);
(B)
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Name, address, telephone number of the alarm user;
(C)
Dangerous or special conditions information at the alarm site;
(D)
Type of alarm system: burglary, robbery, panic, duress, medical alert, etc.;
(E)
Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of two (2) persons (an alarm business will be acceptable in lieu of one
(1) person) who are able to and have agreed to:
(i)
Receive notification of an alarm activation at any time;
(ii)
Respond to the alarm site within one (1) hour; and
(iii)
Grant access to the alarm site and deactivate the alarm system if such becomes necessary;
(F)
Name, address, and telephone number of alarm business that installed and/or monitors the alarm system, if
applicable. A statement as to whether the alarm user has ever previously registered an alarm system in Prince
George's County;
(G)
An acknowledgment that they must keep a copy of the alarm permit application form and installation certificate
or certification at the alarm site and must produce such registration information for inspection upon reasonable
request by the Chief of Police;
(H)
Any other information deemed necessary by the Chief of Police.
(2)
Commercial or Nonresidential Alarm User Permit Application. Each application or application for renewal for a
commercial or nonresidential alarm user permit must contain, but is not limited to, the following information:
(A)
Registration Number assigned by the County (if renewal);
(B)
Nonresidential alarm user's name and trade name, if different;
(C)
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Employer ID number (EIN);
(D)
Street address where alarm system is located, including room or suite number;
(E)
Telephone number at the alarmed location.;
(F)
Type of business or activity conducted at the alarmed location;
(G)
Type of alarm system: burglary, robbery, duress, panic, etc.;
(H)
Dangerous or special conditions information at location;
(I)
Parent company name, address, and telephone number;
(J)
Name and telephone number of person responsible at the parent company location for the alarm system at the
alarm site;
(K)
Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of three (3) persons (an alarm business will be acceptable in lieu of
one (l) person) who are able to and have agreed to:
(i)
Receive notification of an alarm activation at any time;
(ii)
Respond to the alarm site within one-half (1/2) hour; and
(iii)
Grant access to the alarm site and deactivate the alarm system if such becomes necessary;.
(L)
Name, address, and telephone number of alarm business that installed and/or monitors the alarm system, if
applicable;
(M)
A statement as to whether the alarm user had ever previously registered an alarm system or been issued a permit
in Prince George's County;
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(N)
An acknowledgment that they must keep a copy of the alarm permit application form and installation certificate
or certification at the alarm site and must produce such registration information for inspection upon reasonable
request by the Chief of Police;
(O)
Any other information deemed necessary by the Chief of Police.
(3)
The information in the application shall be maintained current at all times. Any changes in the application
information must be forwarded to the Chief within ten (10) days.
(4)
The alarm user shall make provision for silencing the local audible alarm within one-half (l/2) hour from the
time the signal is received by the Police Department, either automatically or by one of the authorized persons.
(5)
It shall be the responsibility of the alarm user to insure that the system is properly operated, maintained,
inspected, and repaired as required herein.
(6)
An alarm user permit is valid only for the premises registered and is not transferable to another alarm user or
premises. A new permit must be obtained for each alarm site.
(7)
Exemptions. Local, State, or Federal government facilities are exempt from payment of permit fees and false
alarm response fees, but are requested to register alarm site specified in this Division if Prince George's County
police personnel are normally expected to respond to alarms at these facilities.
(d)
Alarm User Permit Fees.
(1)
Commercial.
(A)
Initial Permit Fee. There shall be a Fifty Dollar ($50.00) nonrefundable, commercial alarm permit fee for the
first two years. The fee may be paid by the alarm user or the alarm business. Payment shall accompany the
application.
(B)
Permit Renewal Fee. Beginning with the third year, there shall be a nonrefundable biennial commercial alarm
renewal fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00). The fee may be paid by the alarm user or the alarm business. Payment
shall accompany the application.
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(2)
Residential.
(A)
Initial Permit Fee. There shall be a Twenty Dollar ($20.00) nonrefundable, residential alarm permit fee for the
first two years. The fee may be paid by the alarm user or the alarm business. Payment shall accompany the
application.
(B)
Permit Renewal Fee. Beginning with the third year, there shall be a nonrefundable biennial residential alarm
renewal fee of Twenty Dollars ($20.00). The fee may be paid by the alarm user or the alarm business. Payment
shall accompany the application.
(3)
There shall be a Twenty-five Dollar ($25.00) fee for duplicate registration stickers.
(4)
If an alarm user permit has been revoked or suspended, a reinstatement fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
must accompany a reinstatement application.
(e)
The information contained in an alarm user permit application required by this Section and other information
received by the Chief of Police through correspondence or communications with an alarm user shall be securely
maintained and restricted to inspection only by police officers or County employees specifically assigned the
responsibility for handling and processing alarm user permits in the course of official duties. If any employee of
the County is found to have knowingly or willfully revealed the information contained in an alarm user permit
application or in correspondence or communications with an alarm user to any other person for any purpose not
related to this Subtitle or official law enforcement matters and without the express written consent of the alarm
user supplying such information, the County employee shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(f)
Upon the issuance of a permit, the permittee shall be given a registration sticker with a registration number
which shall be posted at the main entrance of the alarm site in such a manner as to be readily seen by police
without entry.
(g)
Any alarm user who operates an alarm system without first obtaining a permit as required by this Section, or
who, after having a permit revoked or suspended, or is indebted to the County for false alarm fees and/or fines
incurred by the alarm user under the current or a previous permit and after exhausting his rights to hearing and
appeal, fails to disconnect the alarm system shall be in violation of this Division.
(CB-122-1979; CB-120-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-92-1985; CB-41-1990; CB-29-1995; CB-102-1995; CB-662003; CB-96-2021)
Sec. 9-212. - False alarms.
(a)
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For each false alarm from the alarm user's alarm system, an alarm user shall pay a false alarm response fee, as
set forth in the following table:
FALSE ALARM SIGNAL OCCURRENCE FALSE ALARM RESPONSE FEE
1st or 2nd

No fee

3rd, 4th, 5th, or 6th

$50.00

7th, 8th, or 9th

100.00

10th, 11th, or 12th

150.00

13th or greater

200.00

(b)
False alarm response fees are payable within ten (10) days of the receipt of the notification that fees are due. The
failure to pay the false alarm response fee within thirty (30) days of notification shall be grounds for revocation
or suspension of such permit. Fees not paid within sixty (60) days shall be referred to the County Attorney for
collection.
(c)
After an alarm user's alarm system has six (6) or more false alarms in a 12-month period, the alarm user must
have the alarm system recertified by a licensed burglar and holdup alarm contractor. This recertification, along
with a Twenty-five Dollar ($25.00) recertification fee, shall be submitted to the Chief within thirty (30) days
after receipt of the notice that recertification is necessary. Failure to have an alarm system recertified as required
by this Section shall be grounds to place the alarm user's system in a police nonresponse status or to revoke or
suspend the alarm user's permit.
(d)
After an alarm user's alarm system has twelve (12) or more false alarms in a 12-month period, the alarm user
must have the system upgraded to meet current County standards or upgraded to a more reliable system
technology which shall include, but not be limited to, the installation of dual technology sensor devices. System
upgrading must be accomplished within thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice that system upgrading is
required. The system upgrade must be accomplished by a licensed burglar and holdup alarm contractor. The
alarm system user shall submit a certification of the system upgrade, along with a Fifty Dollar ($50.00)
certification fee, to the Chief. Failure to have a system upgraded as required by this Section shall be grounds to
place the alarm user's system in a police nonresponse status or to revoke or suspend the alarm user's permit.
(e)
False alarm response fee waiver.
(1)
A false alarm response fee may be waived if the alarm system was activated by an act of God, including violent
conditions of nature, such as blizzards, earthquakes, high intensity winds, extreme thunderstorms, lightening,
electrical surges, or other extraordinary circumstances not reasonably subject to the control of the alarm system
or alarm user. The request for a waiver of the false alarm fee shall be made in writing and shall include a
statement which details the reason, if known, for the false alarm.
(2)
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If it is determined by the Chief that a false alarm signal was due to an event beyond the reasonable control of the
alarm user, the alarm signal event shall not be considered a false alarm and the fee shall be waived.
(3)
If alarm signals were caused by a malfunctioning alarm system which caused two or more false alarms in a
twelve-hour period and the alarm user and the alarm monitoring business exercised their best efforts to limit
alarm signals caused by the malfunction, all false alarms within a single twelve-hour period will be counted as
one false alarm.
(f)
False alarm appeal process and filing fee.
(1)
An alarm user may appeal the determination by a police officer that an alarm signal was a false alarm to the
Chief within ten (10) days after a notice of a false alarm is received by the alarm user.
(2)
The appeal must be in writing and contain sufficient information to determine whether the responding police
officer's determination that the alarm signal was a false alarm was correct. Any appeal must be accompanied by
a Twenty-five Dollar ($25.00) filing fee which shall be returned to the alarm user if the alarm signal is not
determined to be a false alarm or if the false alarm fee is waived.
(3)
The Chief shall review the appeal and render a written decision based on the facts presented by the appeal. The
Police Department's daily alarm records shall be prima facie evidence that a false alarm has occurred and shall
constitute a presumption which may be rebutted by the alarm user. The appeal shall be resolved in favor of the
alarm user unless a preponderance of evidence indicates that the alarm signal was a false alarm.
(4)
Any appeal of the Chief's decision of the Chief to uphold the determination of a false alarm shall be made to the
Prince George's County Board of Administrative Appeals. The appeal shall be based on the record developed by
the Chief, consisting of the Police Department's reports, the alarm user's written appeal and any documentation
submitted therewith, and the Chief's determination.
(5)
The amount of the false alarm response fee is not appealable.
(6)
The alarm user must pay the false alarm response fee for a false alarm within thirty (30) days after receipt of the
Chief's decision upholding the determination that a false alarm has occurred unless the alarm user appeals the
determination to the Board of Administrative Appeals.
(7)
The Chief shall not hear any appeal regarding a dispute between an alarm user and an alarm monitoring business
concerning responsibility for a false alarm or a series of false alarms.
(g)
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Upon receipt of a notice of intent to revoke or suspend an alarm user's permit pursuant to Subsections (e) and (f)
of this Section, the alarm permit holder may within ten (10) days of such receipt submit a written request by first
class mail, return receipt requested, for a hearing before the Chief of Police setting forth the reasons that his
permit should not be revoked or suspended. Written notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be served
on the holder of the permit by the Chief of Police by certified mail at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for
the hearing.
(h)
At the hearing before the Chief of Police, the alarm user, or his authorized representative, shall have the right to
confront and examine witnesses, and to present evidence on his own behalf. After the hearing, the Chief of
Police may either issue an order of revocation, withdraw the notice of revocation, or suspend the permit until
reimbursement or such time that he is satisfied that the cause or causes of the false alarms have been eliminated.
(i)
Any alarm user whose permit has been revoked or suspended pursuant to this Section shall have the right, within
ten (10) days after receiving notice of revocation from the Chief of Police, to file a written appeal by first class
mail or hand delivery with the Board of Appeals; and no alarm user shall be required to discontinue use of his
alarm system prior to the expiration of such ten (10) day period. Such appeal shall set forth the specific ground
or grounds on which it is based. The Board of Appeals shall hold a hearing on the appeal within thirty (30) days
after its receipt, and shall cause the appellant to be given at least ten (10) days written notice of such hearing. At
the hearing, the appellant or his designated representative shall have the right to present written or oral
argument, or both, in support of his appeal. The Board of Appeals shall issue its decision within ten (10) days
after the hearing.
(j)
If an alarm user files an appeal pursuant to Subsection (i) of this Section, he shall not be required to discontinue
the alarm system until a final decision is made on his appeal.
(k)
If a monitored alarm system user permit is revoked or suspended, the alarm user's alarm business or monitoring
company will be notified by the Chief to not request police dispatch on any alarm signal to the alarm user's
location until the alarm user permit is reissued or the suspension is lifted.
(CB-122-1979; CB-25-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-80-1985; CB-29-1995; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003; CB-962021)
Sec. 9-213. - Enforcement and penalty.
(a)
The failure of any person to obtain an alarm user permit as required in Sections 9-203 and 9-211 or obey any
order of the Chief of Police of suspension or revocation of an alarm user permit after such person has exhausted
his rights to hearings or appeals constitutes a misdemeanor punishable by a court of competent jurisdiction by a
fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) and/or sixty (60) days in jail. Each day that such violation
continues after the expiration of the period allowed for compliance under the provisions of this Subtitle shall
constitute a separate offense.
(b)
In lieu of a violation notice, the Chief of Police may issue a citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, to any
person or persons who operate, monitor, install, modify, certify, sell, or use a burglar or holdup alarm system in
violation of this Division. The citation shall serve as notification to the person that he has committed a civil
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violation and must pay to the County a monetary fine, subject to the person's right to trial under Section 28-257
of the County Code.
(c)
The person issued the civil citation shall be subject to a monetary fine of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)
for each violation of this Division.
(d)
Each day a violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to an additional citation and fine.
(e)
In addition to the other remedies provided herein, the County Attorney, on behalf of the County, may institute an
injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Division.
(CB-122-1979; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-214. - Exemptions within Municipalities.
(a)
Any municipality within Prince George's County may, by the adoption of an Ordinance or Resolution, exempt
burglar alarm users within the municipal boundaries from the licensing requirements of Division 2, Subdivision
2 provided that such municipality provides 24-hour per day, 7-day per week on-duty police coverage, and meets
such other standards insuring adequate municipal police coverage as the Chief of Police may establish by
regulation.
(b)
The exemption shall be effective upon delivery of a copy of such Ordinance or Resolution to the Chief of Police.
(c)
When a municipality has exempted burglar alarm users from the application of Division 2, Subdivision 2, the
County Police shall not be required to respond to burglar alarms within the municipal limits, but may do so at
their discretion.
(CB-38-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ALARM BUSINESS LICENSE.
Sec. 9-221. - Alarm business license requirements.
(a)
Any person engaging in an alarm business in Prince George's County must apply to the Chief of Police for a
license to operate as an alarm business. Such application must be signed by either the owner of the business for a
sole proprietorship, one partner for a partnership, or a corporate officer for a corporation, and must be approved
by the Chief.
(b)
The license application must include:
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(1)
The name, address, Fax and telephone number of the alarm business, it's business organization (Sole
Proprietorship, Partnership, or Corporation), and Employer ID number (EIN);
(2)
The number of active residential and nonresidential alarm customers in Prince George's County with which the
alarm business conducts business;
(3)
The name, address, and telephone number of the official responsible for the operation of the alarm business in
Prince George's County;
(4)
Background criminal history information;
(5)
Complete list of associated (contracted) alarm businesses, including name, address, telephone number, and alarm
business license number, that may alter, install, lease, maintain, monitor, repair, replace, sell at retail, service, or
respond to an alarm system in Prince George's County;
(6)
An alarm business that is incorporated in a state other than Maryland, must include on the alarm business license
application form the name and address of the Resident Agent located in Maryland.
(c)
License applications must be accompanied by a biennial, nonrefundable processing fee of Three Hundred
Dollars ($300.00), which will be due and payable biennially on the anniversary of the issuance of the alarm
business license. If the alarm business license has been revoked or suspended, a reinstatement fee of One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) plus the regular fee must accompany a reinstatement application.
(1)
An applicant must not conduct business in Prince George's County until the alarm business license is approved.
(2)
An applicant must give written notice of any changes to the information contained in the application to the Chief
within ten (10) days of the change.
(d)
Should an alarm business license be suspended, revoked, or refused, the alarm business must notify, by first
class mail, within five (5) days, each of its alarm users that the alarm business is unable to request Prince
George's County Police dispatch to the user's alarm system for the duration of the suspension, revocation, or
refusal. The alarm business must also provide the Chief, by first class mail, within five (5) days, a list containing
the name and complete address of the alarm business's registered alarm users.
(e)
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A licensed alarm business must not enter into a contract regarding their business in the County with an alarm
business that does not have a valid County alarm business license.
(f)
The owner, partner, or corporate officer of an alarm business must conduct a criminal history background check
on all employees of the alarm business involved in the sale, installation, monitoring, or maintenance of an alarm
system. The background check must cover the past seven (7) years.
(g)
Any licensee or applicant who requests a hearing before the Chief to show cause why an alarm business license
should not be revoked or suspended or the license application should be granted or renewed must include an
appeal filing fee of $150.00.
(h)
An alarm business without a current County license must not request a police response to an alarm signal from
an alarm system in the County.
(CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-222. - Alarm business license revocation and appeals.
(a)
The Chief of Police may refuse to grant a license under this Division to an alarm business, and may suspend,
revoke, or refuse to renew the license of an alarm business, if he finds that the alarm business:
(1)
Fails to perform installation, repairs, maintenance, or other work in a workmanlike manner;
(2)
Regularly provides customers with faulty, defective, or malfunctioning equipment;
(3)
Requests a police response to an alarm signal when the alarm user has not authorized the alarm business to make
the request;
(4)
Requests a police response to an alarm signal when the alarm business has been notified that the alarm user has
not:
(A)
Registered the user's alarm system as required under Section 9-211;
(B)
Paid an alarm response fee due under Section 9-212 or appealed the false alarm;
(C)
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Conformed their alarm system to County installation standards under Section 9-202;
(5)
Does not comply with procedures for requesting a police response to an alarm signal established under Section
9-223;
(6)
Submits false information on an alarm business license application;
(7)
Enters into a contract regarding their business in the County with an alarm business that does not have a valid
alarm business license;
(8)
Had a similar license suspended, revoked, or refused in another jurisdiction;
(9)
Knowingly, after reasonable inquiry, has an officer, manager, agent, or employee involved in the sale,
installation, monitoring, or maintenance of alarm systems who has been convicted of a felony, or a misdemeanor
involving theft, within the past seven (7) years; or
(10)
Violates any other provision of this Division; or any other law or regulation relating to the sale installation,
monitoring, or maintenance of alarm systems.
(b)
Before revoking, suspending, or refusing to grant or renew a license under this Section, the Chief must give the
licensee an opportunity for a hearing to show cause why the license should not be revoked or suspended, or the
license application should be granted or renewed. The licensee or applicant must be given fifteen (15) days
written notice of the hearing, by personal service or certified mail delivered to the last address provided by the
licensee or applicant. The notice must specify the time, date, and place of the hearing, and must contain
sufficient information to give the licensee or applicant notice of the nature of the complaint. The notice must
specify that the licensee or applicant has a right to representation by counsel and that the licensee's license may
be suspended or revoked or the applicant's license may not be granted or renewed by the County.
(c)
Any appeal of a decision of the Chief to suspend, revoke, or deny an alarm business license must be made to the
Prince George's County Board of Administrative Appeals within ten (10) days after notification of the Chief's
decision.
(CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
Sec. 9-223. - Alarm business responsibilities.
(a)
An alarm business that installs, causes to be installed, permits to be installed, alters, maintains, repairs, replaces,
services, or monitors any alarm system must ensure that an alarm user has obtained a permit for the alarm
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system before the alarm system is activated or placed into service.
(b)
The alarm business must provide a certification to the alarm user that the system has been installed or currently
meets the alarm system requirements of Division 2, Subdivisions 1 and 2 of this Subtitle. This certification,
which must be submitted with the permit application, must also state that the person designated by the alarm
user as responsible for alarm system operation has received training sufficient to prepare the alarm user to
operate the system without false alarms caused by improper operation and that the alarm user has been informed
that they must obtain a permit from the Chief of Police before police dispatch may be requested by an alarm
monitoring business.
(c)
An alarm business that sells at retail any alarm system or equipment to an alarm user must provide the purchaser
the proper alarm user permit information, including, but not limited to, a summary of the alarm user law, the
application form and fee information, and the requirement that a certification from a licensed burglar and holdup
alarm contractor must accompany the permit application.
(d)
Procedures to request police response.
(1)
Before requesting a police response to an alarm signal, an alarm business must attempt to verify every alarm
signal, except a duress alarm activation, by a telephone call to the alarm user or other person(s) designated by
the alarm user.
(2)
An alarm business must not request a police response to an alarm signal until the alarm system has been properly
licensed.
(3)
An alarm business must provide the following information when contacting the Police Emergency
Communications Center (ECC), to report an activated alarm signal and to request a police response:
(A)
Name of the alarm business reporting the activated alarm, name or employee number of the alarm business
employee making the report, and a toll-free call-back telephone number;
(B)
Registration number issued to the alarm user;
(C)
Location of the activated alarm, including complete business or homeowner's name, street address, and
telephone number;
(D)
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Type of alarm (such as audible or silent, robbery, hold-up, duress, panic, burglary). If the alarm system is zoned,
give the specific location of the alarm activation (such as interior, perimeter, vault, motion detection);
(E)
Any available information about the nonresidential site (such as if the business is open or closed, guards on site,
guard dogs, dangerous or special conditions within the location);
(F)
Any available information about the residential site (such as if the homeowner is present or out of town,
presence of pets, handicapped individuals, etc.);
(G)
If a representative of the alarm user or alarm monitoring company is responding and their estimated time of
arrival.
(4)
An alarm monitoring business shall not request a police response to an alarm signal if the alarm business has
been notified by the Chief that the alarm user has an unpaid alarm response fee due and has not appealed the
false alarm, or if the alarm user has been notified that the alarm system does not conform to the installation
standards under this Subtitle.
(5)
An alarm monitoring business must cancel any request for police response immediately when the alarm business
determines that the alarm signal is a false alarm.
(e)
An alarm monitoring business must notify the alarm user or his designee in writing within seventy-two (72)
hours after the alarm business requests police response to a signal from the user's alarm system.
(f)
The alarm monitoring business must keep a record of the date and time for each alarm signal which required a
police response and the date, time, and method by which the registered alarm user or designee was notified.
Such records must be retained for at least one (1) year and must be made available for inspection within five (5)
days, upon request by the Chief or a representative designated to inspect such records.
(CB-102-1995; CB-66-2003)
SUBTITLE 10. - FINANCE AND TAXATION.
DIVISION 1. - BUDGET AND AUDIT CONTROL.
Sec. 10-101. - Budget control system.
A system of budget control for the County shall be as outlined in this Division and as prescribed in Article VIII
of the Charter.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970)
Sec. 10-102. - Budget year and tax year.
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The fiscal or budget year and the tax year of the County shall begin on July 1 and shall end on June 30 of the
succeeding year. It shall be designated by the year in which it ends, such as "Fiscal Year 1970."
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970)
Sec. 10-103. - Budget calendar; budget requests.
(a)
Each year the County Executive shall determine an operating budget. The Director of the Budget shall prepare
budget instructions, and budget request forms which shall be followed by all County departments and agencies.
The departments and agencies shall submit budget requests to the Director of the Budget in accordance with the
prescribed calendar, instructions and forms and shall provide such fiscal information as may be determined by
the Director of the Budget.
(b)
In the event that any County Department or agency does not submit its budget request in accordance with the
prescribed budget, the Director of the Budget may prepare a budget request for such department or agency based
upon its previous fiscal year expenditures.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-104. - Valuation of County property; estimates of funds.
(a)
The Director of the Budget shall annually obtain from the Supervisor of Assessments a statement of the assessed
valuation of all real and personal property assessed for County tax purposes in the County as of the last date of
finality.
(b)
The Director of the Budget shall obtain from the Director of Finance a compilation of estimates for the
forthcoming fiscal year of all revenues, income and other available funds, and an estimate of collection of
revenues and taxes during the current fiscal year.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970)
Sec. 10-105. - Submission of budget to Council.
(a)
The Director of the Budget, according to the prescribed budget for each fiscal year, shall submit to the County
Executive, on forms prescribed by him, a proposed budget for the forthcoming fiscal year. The budget shall
contain, in detail for each class of income and expense, and in summary form, actual amounts for the last
completed fiscal year, the budget of the current fiscal year, as amended, the latest estimate of actual income and
expense for the current fiscal year, and the proposed departmental and agency estimates of the nature, volume,
and other factors relating to its functions, its income and the expenses for the forthcoming fiscal year.
(b)
The County Executive, after review and revision, if necessary, of the proposed budget, shall not later than March
15 of each fiscal year submit to the Council the proposed budget for the ensuing year. The proposed operating
budget shall include the number of permanent full-time and part-time employees in the classified service at or
above Grades: 30, S-07, L-06, I-16, H-23, R-23, and D-23 for each department or agency. A supplemental report
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shall accompany the proposed operating budget which lists all classes of positions by County department or
agency at or above Grades: 30, S-07, L-06, I-16, H-23, R-23 and D-23, including position titles and number of
positions, filled and vacant, by job title for the last fiscal year, the currently ending fiscal year, and the budget
year.
(c)
For purposes of compliance with the prescriptions of Section 819 of the County Charter, at the time of the
submission of the proposed budget for the ensuing fiscal year or, not later than April 1 of each fiscal year, the
County Executive shall submit to the County Council a report listing all executory multiyear personal service
contracts for the ensuing fiscal year exceeding an aggregate of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) per
contractor, and all other executory multiyear contracts for the ensuing fiscal year exceeding an aggregate of Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for review, public comment, and approval as part the Council budget
approval process. The report shall list each contractor and total contract value of the executory multiyear
contract. Any contract listed therein not approved by the Council shall be deemed disapproved.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970; CB-50-1980; CB-6-2003; CB-33-2016)
Editor's note— CR-183-1985 outlines procedures to improve the annual budget process.
Sec. 10-106. - Public hearings; adoption of budget.
(a)
The Council shall consider the proposed budget and set a time and place for two (2) public hearings.
(b)
After such hearings and any such amendments as authorized by Section 809 of the Charter, the Council shall by
ordinance adopt the budget for the forthcoming fiscal year, appropriate the amount of the expense items, and fix
the rates of all special taxes. The number of permanent full-time and part-time positions in the classified service,
as enumerated in Section 10-105(b), and funded in the budget document for each agency or department, shall
constitute the position authorization for those grade levels for that agency or department shall not be exceeded
unless approved in writing by a majority vote of the full Council. In addition, Council approval by majority vote,
after a public hearing, of the report listing all executory multiyear personal service contracts for the ensuing
fiscal year exceeding an aggregate of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) per contractor, and all other
executory multiyear contracts for the ensuing fiscal year exceeding an aggregate of Five Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($500,000), as enumerated in Section 10-105(c), and funded in the budget document for each agency or
department, shall constitute the approval required for such multiyear contracts required by Section 819 of the
Charter. The report shall list each contractor and total contract value of the executory multiyear contract. Any
contract listed therein not approved by the Council shall be deemed disapproved.
(c)
After the budget has been submitted to the Executive for his approval or item veto and returned to the Council,
and after appropriate Council action has been taken on an Executive veto, if any, the Council shall set by
resolution, the County general property tax levy. The levy shall be set forth in such a manner as to show the total
property tax rate and that portion of the rate in dollars and cents per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation
attributable to the budget for Prince George's County Public Schools. Each County property tax bill shall show
in percentage terms the amount of the County Government's portion of each tax bill that is attributable to the
budget for Prince George's County Public Schools. Each tax bill shall also show the total County funding for the
Prince George's County Public Schools and the total anticipated County revenue from property taxes for the
current fiscal year.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970; CB-85-1979; CB-50-1980; CB-7-1998; CB-6-2003; CB-33-2016)
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Sec. 10-107. - Instructions and guidelines.
The Director of the Budget shall determine the capital and operating budget instructions, and guidelines which
shall be followed by all County departments and agencies. Department requests shall include all projects in the
nature of permanent public improvements, by construction or acquisition, and plans and surveys relative thereto.
The department or agency shall itemize the projects deemed necessary for authorization and commencement
during the next fiscal year, separating the amounts to be expended in the next and subsequent fiscal years. The
request shall also show, separately and as accurately as possible, estimated requirements in the five (5) years
succeeding the forthcoming fiscal year.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-108. - Budget proposals; tentative approval.
(a)
The County Executive shall submit to the Council the operating and capital budget proposals as prescribed in
Sections 805 and 806 of the Charter.
(b)
If any revenue in the proposed operating budget is anticipated to be received from a tax or other revenue source
which is not authorized by law, or from an increase in the rate of a tax or revenue source which increase
requires, but has not yet received, Council approval, the County Executive shall separately identify the amount
of revenue anticipated to be received when the additional revenue is authorized by law and recommended
contingent appropriation amounts for expenditures proposed to be made if the County Council authorizes the tax
or other revenue source or the increased rate in such tax or revenue source.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1; CB-52-1993; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-109. - Unauthorized contracts or liabilities.
(a)
No County liability shall be incurred or contracted by any department, agency, or employee and no bill or
invoice shall be approved or paid, unless the Council has authorized by budget adoption or a specific
appropriation to cover payment out of public funds.
(b)
In addition to the requirements set forth above in Subsection (a) of this Section, no County liability shall be
incurred or contracted by any department, agency, or employee and no bill or invoice shall be approved or paid
for any multiyear contract not submitted, reviewed, and approved by the County Council pursuant to the notice
and hearing prescriptions set forth in Section 819 of the County Charter and Section 10-105 of this Code.
(c)
Any person willfully violating this provision shall be deemed to be responsible for the contract, debt, or
expenditure. The head of the department allowing such action shall be subject to such disciplinary action as the
Council shall determine.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1; CB-33-2016)
Sec. 10-110. - Budget Appropriation adjustment; supplements.
(a)
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A Budget appropriation adjustment shall not be made unless the approval of the Finance Director is previously
obtained in writing on the prescribed forms. The Council may, by order, direct the Finance Director to notify the
head of any department, or the officials of any agency, that its appropriation has been rescinded, revoked,
reallocated, or canceled for any particular budget, object or appropriation during the fiscal year.
(b)
Supplementary appropriations to any department or agency shall require the approval of the Council upon
recommendation of the County Executive.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-111. - Audit of County accounts and funds.
The Council shall periodically engage one (1) or more independent certified public accountants to make a
complete audit and express an opinion therein of all accounts and funds of the County or those under its control
or supervision. As soon after the close of the fiscal year as the audit reports are completed, and not exceeding
one hundred and twenty (120) days thereafter, a summary statement, following forms approved by the State
Commission on Uniform Accounts, shall be published one (1) time in each of two (2) newspapers published in
the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1)
Editor's note— CR-7-1972 requested a summary financial report at the end of each quarter from the County
Executive and the Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission depicting expenditures incurred,
projected expenditures, revenues received, projected revenues, and a fiscal analysis and projection for the
current and ensuing fiscal years.
Sec. 10-112. - Prerequisite of certification of available funds.
Except in cases of emergency, as specified in Section 10-151, no purchase order shall be issued and no contract
shall be executed, under this Division or otherwise, involving the expenditure of County funds, until the Finance
Director has certified, in writing, that there is to the credit of the using department or agency concerned a
sufficient amount of unencumbered, appropriated funds, in excess of all unpaid obligations, to defray the amount
of such order or contract.
(Gen. Res. No. 5-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 10-112.01. - Federal, state, and private grants budget.
All federal, state, and private grants which were not included in the annual budget of the County or any agency
subject to control of the County shall upon receipt be included as a part of the County or agencies budget for the
year received, to be expended for the purpose set forth in the grant. Prior to the expenditure of any monies
therefrom the agency shall receive approval from the County Executive and County Council. Any unexpended
funds shall be included in the next annual budget.
(CB-92-1972)
Sec. 10-112.02. through Sec. 10-112.20. - Reserved.
DIVISION 1A. - SPENDING AFFORDABILITY COMMITTEE.
Sec. 10-112.21. - Spending Affordability Committee.
(a)
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There is hereby established a Spending Affordability Committee which shall be composed of five (5) members.
Three members shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. Two
members shall be appointed by the County Council. The County Executive shall designate one member to serve
as chairman of the Committee. Each member shall serve for a period of two (2) years. The terms shall be
staggered. The Chief Administrative Officer and the Administrator of the County Council, or their designees,
shall serve as ex-officio members of the Committee.
(b)
The members of the Committee shall, by virtue of their education and employment, have a demonstrated
competence in one or more of the following areas: Accounting, Financial Analysis, Economics, Budget and
Fiscal Management, Public Finance, Fiscal Planning, or related fields.
(c)
The County Executive shall provide assistance to the Committee. County agencies shall cooperate at all levels
with the Committee in providing information upon request.
(CB-9-1993; CB-50-1997)
Sec. 10-112.22. - Duties and Responsibilities.
(a)
The Spending Affordability Committee shall make advisory recommendations to the County Executive, the
County Council, and the Office of Management and Budget concerning:
(1)
Spending affordability;
(2)
Ways to improve the County's budgetary procedures and policies; and
(3)
Other related areas upon request of the County Executive or County Council by resolution.
(b)
On or before October 1 of each year, the committee shall submit to the County Executive and the County
Council a preliminary report recommending County spending levels for the next fiscal year consistent with the
capacity of the tax base and revenue sources of the County to finance public services and long-term debt. A copy
of this report shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council and be made available for public inspection.
(1)
The report shall provide recommendations for the following spending affordability guidelines:
(A)
A ceiling on total general fund appropriations for the ensuing fiscal year;
(B)
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Separate maximum general fund spending allocations for:
(i)
The Board of Education;
(ii)
Debt service; and
(iii)
All other general government expenditures, in the aggregate, for the ensuing fiscal year; and
(C)
Appropriate levels of general fund reserves and fund balances for the ensuing fiscal year.
(c)
On or before January 1 of each year, the Committee shall submit to the County Executive and the County
Council a final report on spending affordability guidelines for the County Executive's proposed capital and
operating budgets for the ensuing fiscal year. This report shall contain the Committee's final recommendations
concerning each of the spending affordability guidelines. A copy of this report shall be filed with the Clerk of
the Council and be made available for public inspection.
(1)
In developing the spending affordability guidelines, the Committee shall consider the following factors, among
others:
(A)
Growth and stability of the local economy;
(B)
Growth in the assessable base and ad valorem property tax revenues;
(C)
Estimated revenues from the County, State, and Federal governments;
(D)
Changes in personal income and other measures of tax capacity;
(E)
Debt affordability indicators such as a ratio of net bonded debt to total assessed value, the ratio of debt service to
general fund expenditures, debt per capita, and the ratio of per capita debt to per capita income;
(F)
The level of inflation and inflation trends;
(G)
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Commercial construction, housing and other ancillary industry-related planning, zoning, permitting, financing,
and sales activity;
(H)
The level of unemployment and labor force trends; and
(I)
Projected population and school enrollment changes.
(d)
In developing the proposed capital and operating budgets, the County Executive shall consider the Committee's
spending affordability recommendations. If the proposed budget exceeds any of the recommended affordability
guidelines, the County Executive must explain in writing the justification for exceeding the recommendations.
(CB-9-1993; CB-50-1997)
Sec. 10-112.31. - Spending Affordability Committee for the Prince George's portion of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(a)
There is hereby created a Spending Affordability Committee for the Prince George's portion of the MarylandNational Capital Park and Planning Commission ("the Commission") which shall be composed of three (3)
members. The Director of the Office of Management and Budget and the County Auditor shall serve ex officio,
and one member shall be a person who is not an employee of the County government or of the Commission.
They shall have a background in budgeting, financial planning, public finance, accounting, or a related field and
shall be appointed by the County Council for a term of two years. The Committee shall select its own chairman.
(b)
The County Executive and the Commission shall provide assistance to the Committee. The Commission and all
County agencies shall cooperate at all levels with the Committee in providing requested information.
(CB-4-2001)
Sec. 10-112.32. - Duties and Responsibilities.
(a)
The Spending Affordability Committee shall make recommendations to the County Council concerning:
(1)
Spending affordability of the Commission;
(2)
Ways to improve the budgetary procedures at the Commission level and at the Council level; and
(3)
Other related areas upon request of the County Council or the County Executive.
(b)
903/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

On or before August 31 of each year, the Committee shall submit to the County Council and the County
Executive a preliminary report recommending spending levels for each of the Commission tax supported
operating funds and guidelines for the Commission's capital budget. Spending levels shall be consistent with the
capacity of the tax base and other revenue sources available to the Commission to finance its programs and its
long-term debt. A copy of this report shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council and shall be made available for
public inspection. The Committee shall also review and comment upon any revised revenue estimate based upon
revisions in the assessable base provided by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation.
(1)
The report shall provide recommendations for the following spending affordability guidelines:
(A)
A ceiling on total appropriations in the forthcoming fiscal year;
(B)
Debt service;
(C)
Appropriate reserves for each of the funds; and
(D)
The establishment of tax rates necessary to support each of the appropriations referred to in Subsection (b)(1)(A)
and such other matters that are relevant to the preparation of the Commission's budget.
(c)
On or before December 4 of each year, the Committee shall submit to the County Council a final report on
spending affordability guidelines for the proposed capital and operating budgets for the forthcoming fiscal year
as required by Subsection (b). This report shall contain the Committee's final recommendations concerning
spending affordability guidelines and shall, in estimating revenues, utilize the most recent assessable base
information. A copy of this report shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council and be made available for public
inspection. In developing spending affordability guidelines, the Committee shall consider, where applicable, the
factors utilized by the County Spending Affordability Committee as set forth in Section 10-112.22 of the Code.
(d)
In approving the Commission's capital and operating budgets, the County Council shall consider the Spending
Affordability Committee's recommendations. If the proposed budgets exceed any of the recommended
affordability guidelines, the Council must explain in writing the justification for exceeding any of the
recommendations before enacting the Commission's budgets and levying tax rates required to support them.
(CB-4-2001)
DIVISION 2. - DIRECTOR OF FINANCE.
Sec. 10-113. - Director of Finance; taxes.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall keep, be held accountable for and pay over according to law, or upon the directive
or order of the Council authorizing disbursement of County funds, the proceeds of all County taxes levied, in the
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County and all other funds received from the Council or for the County and collected by him.
(b)
The Director shall keep and pay over to the Treasurer of the State, according to law, all the State taxes levied in
the County and collected by him.
(c)
The Director shall deliver and pay over to all incorporated municipalities within the County and to all
governmental agencies or commissions, according to law, all moneys that may have been collected by or come
into the possession of the Director and belonging to such municipalities, agencies of commissions, semiannually
or more often as may be required by law or deemed advisable by the Director.
(Laws 1898 ch. 222, Sec. 109; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 211; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 343; 1943 Code, Sec. 442;
1953 Code, Sec. 481; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 481; Laws 1963, ch. 602; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-4)
Sec. 10-114. - Records and reports.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall keep a full and accurate account of all matters relating to the duties of his office,
including taxes and assessments received, money collected and paid out, and vouchers taken therefor. He shall
give to the Council a true statement thereof.
(b)
The Director shall give to the Council, or the accounting officer for the Council, semimonthly or more often as
may be deemed advisable by the Director, a report showing:
(1)
The receipts of all County taxes, and other funds payable to the County, collected by the Director;
(2)
The deposit of such funds; and,
(3)
All expenditures or disbursements thereof, on checks prepared for signature of the Director or otherwise, and
any investment thereof, if such be the case. Such report shall be prepared on forms for maintenance of a central
system of accounts in the Office of Finance, to reflect properly the fiscal status of the County.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 109; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 211; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 343; 1943 Code, Sec. 442;
1953 Code, Sec. 481; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 481; Laws 1963, ch. 602; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-4)
Sec. 10-115. - Selection of County Depositories.
(a)
Definitions. In this Section, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1)
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County funds means any unexpended monies received by the County or appropriated or approved by the
Council or to which the County may at any time have legal or equitable title, provided such funds are not needed
for disbursement to pay for the daily operation of government. "County funds" does not include "United States
Agency Securities" (defined herein as "bonds issued or guaranteed by United States federal government agencies
or bonds issued by United States government-sponsored enterprises (GSEs)"). "County funds" shall not include
the unspent proceeds of debt issued by the County, provided that the Office of Finance shall deposit unspent
proceeds of debt issued by the County in county-based banking institutions or depositories, minority banking
institutions or depositories, or small banking institutions or depositories to the extent it deems fiscally
practicable.
(2)
County-based Banking Institution or Depository is a banking institution or depository classified under North
American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code 522110 whose principal place of business (and location
of principal executive offices) is within Prince George's County, MD.
(3)
Minority Banking Institution or Depository is a banking institution or depository classified under NAICS Code
522110 and recognized by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) as a minority depository
institution in accordance with the FDIC's operating statement of policy.
(4)
Small Banking Institution or Depository is a banking institution or depository classified under NAICS Code
522110 and defined as a "small bank" in accordance with 12 CFR Part 228.12.
(b)
The Director of Finance shall select the banking institutions or depositories, with one or more branch locations
within the County, for the deposit of County funds, subject to approval of the Council as to acceptable
depositories, without relieving the Director of Finance of liability for security of such deposits according to law.
(1)
By July 1, 2017, subject to compliance with state law and regulation, at least fifty percent (50%) of County
funds, shall be deposited and maintained in
(A)
county-based banking institutions or depositories,
(B)
minority banking institutions or depositories, or
(C)
small banking institutions or depositories.
(2)
If the Director of Finance determines in writing that the percentage requirement of Subparagraph (1), above, is
not practical, it may be adjusted by resolution of the County Council, with concurrence of the County Executive,
after public hearing.
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(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 109; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 211; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 343; 1943 Code, Sec. 442;
1953 Code, 481; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 481; Laws 1963, ch. 602; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-4; CB-75-2016)
Sec. 10-116. - Disbursement of County funds.
The Director of Finance shall disburse County funds, upon the written directive or order of the Council for
County purposes, under such procedure as may be prescribed by the Council, according to law. For such
purposes, the Director shall sign checks prepared by the Office of Finance drawn on depositories of the Director
for payment of all authorized expenditures, when submitted with appropriate approved voucher or directive for
payment thereof to be retained by the Director.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 109; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 211; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 343; 1943 Code, Sec. 442;
1953 Code, Sec. 481; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 481; Laws 1963, ch. 602; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-4)
Sec. 10-117. - Investment of County funds.
The Director of Finance shall invest in short-term United States Government securities, deposit in income
producing bank accounts or a building or savings and loan association, or remit to the State Treasurer for
investment in the State of Maryland Local Government Investment Pool, as established in Section 22F of Article
95, Annotated Code of Maryland, such County funds as are not required to be used within thirty (30) days for
disbursement or expenditure for County purposes, subject to approval of the Council as to the amount so
available for such investment or deposit and the acceptable securities or depositories, without relieving the
Director of liability for the security of such investment or deposit according to law. Such deposits shall only be
made when the bank or building or savings and loan association has set aside a like amount of bonds in escrow,
as prescribed by law, covering the deposits, or such deposits are secured by government insurance. Interest
earned on investment in any one (1) fiscal year shall be used the following fiscal year for general County
expenses.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 109; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 211; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 343; 1943 Code, Sec. 442;
1953 Code, Sec. 481; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 481; Laws, 1963, ch. 602; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-4; CB-59-1983)
Editor's note— The chief fiscal office may invest, with Council approval, in an enterprise fund operated by and
for the benefit of the County and its residents. (Laws 1977, ch. 377; Art. 95, Sec. 22.)
CR-52-1995 approved the County's investment policy for all unexpended or surplus funds.
Sec. 10-118. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-119. - Delivery of books and papers to successor.
The Director of Finance shall at the end of his term of office, deliver up the office to his successor, and all papers
and books relative thereto.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 111; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 213; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 345; 1943 Code, Sec. 444;
1953 Code, Sec. 483; Laws 1957, ch. 817, Sec. 483; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-6)
Sec. 10-120. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-121. - Deposits; interest.
(a)
All County taxes shall be paid in cash or in matured coupons of Prince George's County bonds. All money
collected by the Director of Finance and belonging to the County shall be deposited by him, as soon as collected,
in the name of the Director of Finance of the County, and not in his individual name, in such amounts and in
such safe bank of the County as approved by him.
(b)
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Any and all interest earned by funds shall be credited to the respective accounts of the Director of Finance
semiannually, and accounted for by him.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 113; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 215; Laws 1918, ch. 18; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 347;
Laws 1933 (Sp. Sess.), ch. 41; 1943 Code, Sec. 446; 1953 Code, Sec. 485; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-8)
Sec. 10-122. - Collector of taxes; liens.
The Director of Finance shall be the collector of all State and County taxes levied by the Council. He shall have
full power to enforce payment thereof by sale of the property liable therefor, and to convey a good title to any
such property, real or personal, so sold by him. Taxes assessed upon real estate shall be a first lien thereon from
the date of such assessment.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 115; Laws 1912, ch. 184, Sec. 115; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 217; PLL 1930, Art. 17,
Sec. 349; Laws 1933, ch. 116, Sec. 349; 1943 Code, Sec. 448; 1953 Code, Sec. 486; Laws 1957, ch. 817, Sec.
486; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-9)
Sec. 10-122.01. - Liens added to property tax bills.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any County property tax lien against property in the County shall be
charged to the owner of such property and added to the property tax liability of the owner on the next annual
property tax bill issued by the County.
(CB-71-2015)
Sec. 10-123. - Tax sales on personal property; procedure.
(a)
If any person is assessed upon the assessment books of the County with personal property only, and the amount
of taxes levied thereon shall remain unpaid on January 1 next succeeding the annual levy of taxes in the County,
the Director of Finance shall within one (1) month after January 1 in each and every year, or within one (1)
month after the discovery of any property belonging to such delinquent, subsequent to January 1 in each and
every year levy upon such portion as may be necessary to pay the taxes, interest, costs and fees as herein
provided, of the personal property assessed to such delinquent taxpayers.
(b)
The Director shall levy the taxes in the same manner as the Sheriff of the County is now or may hereafter be
authorized by law to levy upon property upon execution on judgments issued out of the Circuit Court for the
County. The Director shall advertise and sell personal property in the same manner as is now or may hereafter be
required by law in the case of sales of personal property by the Sheriff of the County, and deliver the property so
sold to the purchaser thereof. For the purpose of the levy of the sale herein provided for, the Director of Finance
shall have all the powers now had or lawfully exercised by the Sheriff of the Court, executing executions on
judgments of the Circuit Court for the County. The Director shall if necessary have the same power now or
thereafter to be prescribed by law for the levy upon and the sale of shares of stock in any association or
corporation which the Sheriff of the County may or shall possess in executing executions or judgments of the
Court.
(c)
The Director of Finance shall be entitled to receive out of the proceeds of sales made under this Section, the
same fees and allowances as are now or may hereafter be allowed by law to the Sheriff of the County on
executions issued as described in Subsection (b). This Section shall be construed as an addition to, and not as
substitution for, the powers of the Director to collect taxes assessed upon personal property by suit.
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(d)
It is expressly provided that the Director, if he deems such course advisable, may proceed to collect any and all
taxes due upon any personal property by suit, in the name of the County Council, before any court of competent
jurisdiction in and for the County, provided, that at the time of instituting any suit for the collection of taxes
upon personal property before any court of competent jurisdiction, the Director shall file a certificate, verified by
his oath, stating that at least thirty (30) days prior to the institution of the suit he sent a notice directed to the
defendant taxpayer at the last known mailing address or at his best known address advising him that his taxes on
personal property were due and unpaid and the amount thereof, and that unless the taxes were paid within thirty
(30) days, suit would be instituted for their collection. The certificate shall set forth that, at least thirty (30) days
prior to the institution of the suit, the Director posted or caused to be posted a similar notice to the above at the
Court House door in Upper Marlboro.
(e)
Out of the proceeds of sale of personal property the Director of Finance shall pay all costs and expense incident
to such sale, and the taxes in arrears thereon and interest. The surplus, if any, he shall pay over to such
delinquent taxpayer.
(f)
Any sale or sales of property made under the provisions of this Section shall be reported by the Director to the
Circuit Court for the County, in the same way that a Sheriff's sale is reported, within thirty (30) days from the
sale showing to whom, and at what price the articles of personal property were respectively sold, the amount of
taxes and of interest accrued and costs of the sale.
(Laws 1912, ch. 184, Sec. 115A; Laws 1922, ch. 438; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 350; 1943 Code, Sec. 499; 1953
Code, Sec. 487; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-10)
Sec. 10-124. - List of real property taxes in default; notice.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall make up and publish as prescribed by law a list of all taxes assessed upon real
estate, which then remain unpaid and in default. The list shall contain the name or names of the persons
appearing upon the assessment books as the owner or owners of each piece of the real estate, and if the real
estate has changed hands, in whole or in part, and such change is known to the Director, also, the present owners
thereof, the location of the property by district, the quantity of land it contains and other matters of description
that may be known to the Director, such as its name, the adjacent property holders, the book and page of the
County land records which contain the transfer of the property to the present owner, if ascertained, and the
amount of taxes in default, with the interest and the penalties accrued, and to accrue to day of sale, upon each
piece of the real estate.
(b)
To the list shall be appended a notice that if such tax or taxes, interest and penalties and the costs of sale are not
paid before the second Monday of May following, the Director of Finance will, on that day, at 10:00 A.M., at the
Court House, in the town of Upper Marlboro, proceed to offer each of the parcels of real estate for sale at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash, to satisfy the taxes, interest, penalties and costs of the sale therein,
beginning with the first parcel on the list and continuing on in the order of the list, from day to day, until all have
been offered for sale. On the second Monday in May the Director of Finance shall proceed to make the sale in
conformity with the published notice.
(c)
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Property owned by a common ownership community shall not be eligible for tax sale. Pursuant to Section 13316(e) of this Code, "common ownership community" means a condominium, cooperative housing corporation,
or a homeowners association, as defined in State law.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 218; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 351; 1943 Code, Sec. 450;
Laws 1953, ch. 12; 1953 Code, Sec. 488; Laws 1955, ch. 382; Laws 1957, ch. 817, Sec. 488; Laws 1968, ch.
339, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-14; CB-46-2017)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-46-2017 (DR-2) provides that on January 1, 2021, Subsection (c) of Section
10-124 of the Prince George's County Code, shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect.
Sec. 10-125. - Tax sales; redemptions; deeds; records.
(a)
If the purchase money for any piece of land sold at tax sale is more than the taxes, interests, penalties and costs
of sale due thereon, the purchaser shall only pay on the day of sale the amount of taxes, interest, penalties and
costs of sales. The residue shall be payable, after the period of redemption has expired, to the Director of
Finance, upon the execution by him to the purchaser, or his assignee, of a deed for the piece of land. Possession
of the property sold shall not be taken by the purchaser until the execution and recording of the deed.
(b)
Upon payment of the taxes, interest, penalties and costs of sale, which shall be made on the day of sale, the
Director of Finance shall deliver to the purchaser a certificate of sale, setting forth all the facts of the sale. The
certificate shall be assignable, and upon surrender of the certificate, its lawful holder shall receive from the
Director, in case such sale is set aside by the Court, immediate return of his purchase money. In case such sale is
ratified, and the property not redeemed by its owner or someone in privity with him, within two (2) years from
the first day of the sale at which the same was sold, to wit, the second Monday of May, by payment to the
Director of Finance, for the use of the legal holder of the certificate of the amount of money receipted for in the
certificate, and any taxes subsequently assessed on the land and paid by the purchaser, with interest thereon, at
the rate of twenty percent (20%) per annum from the second Monday in May, the Director, upon the payment of
the balance of the purchase money in full, shall execute a deed in fee simple of such property to the legal holder
of the certificate. The deed shall be held to be prima facie evidence of a good title, in fee simple to the grantee
therein, to the property bought at any sale herein authorized and therein conveyed.
(c)
In case of redemption, it shall be the duty of the Director of Finance to immediately notify the purchaser by
letter, mailed to him at the address given beneath his signature to the memorandum of sale. Such memorandum
shall be taken by the Director. The Director shall enter such redemption upon his books and over his signature,
upon the report of sale dealing with the property redeemed.
(d)
The Director shall also deposit the redemption money in some bank or banks approved by him in the name of
the County. The Director shall maintain accurate records separately accounting for the receipt and disbursement
of such monies.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116B; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 220; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 353; Laws 1933, ch. 181;
1943 Code, Sec. 452; 1953 Code, Sec. 490; Laws 1957, ch. 817, Sec. 490; Laws 1968, ch. 339, Sec. 1; PLL
1963; Sec. 20-12; CB-158-1977; Laws 1977, ch. 266; CB-23-1980; CB-123-1983)
Sec. 10-126. - Surplus funds from tax sale.
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Any surplus of purchase money over and above taxes, interest, penalties and costs of sale, received by the
Director, shall be deposited in some bank or banks approved by him in the name of the County. The Director
shall maintain accurate records separately accounting for the receipt and disbursement of such monies.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116C; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 221; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 354; 1943 Code, Sec.
453; 1953 Code, Sec. 491; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-13; CB-23-1980)
Sec. 10-126.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-127. - Surety bonds for employees.
The Deputy Director of Finance, employees and clerks in the Office of Finance shall furnish bond in such sums
as the Director of Finance shall direct conditioned upon the faithful performance of their duty. The County shall
pay the premium on the bond.
(Laws 1924, ch. 519, Sec. 2; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 357, 1943 Code, Sec. 456; Laws 1953, ch. 693, Sec. 456;
1953 Code, Sec. 494; Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 494; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-16)
Sec. 10-128. - Assessment of escaped property; notice; limitation.
(a)
If any real estate liable for taxation is unassessed or has been unassessed for any previous year or years, or has
been so assessed that the assessment was void, it shall be the duty of the assessors for the County at once to
value the same and list the property for each year it has escaped taxation. Immediately thereafter the assessors
shall report the assessment to the Council. The Council shall set a day for considering the same and putting such
property on the assessment books of the County.
(b)
The Council shall cause notice to be served upon the owner of each piece of such property or his agent, or the
person in possession thereof, at least ten (10) days before the assessment of the time, when and place where the
assessment will be made, and that the owner or his representative may then attend and be heard in the premises.
If there is no person found on the property to be assessed a copy of the notice shall be posted conspicuously on
the property. Each of the notices shall be returned to the Council with the service made endorsed thereon, and be
preserved.
(c)
No property which has escaped taxation shall be liable to assessment and taxation under this Section for a period
of more than three (3) years prior to the last Monday in March next following such assessment. Any property
assessed as above shall be immediately liable for the State and County taxes for each year it has escaped taxation
at the rate of the tax fixed for such year. The taxes shall be a first lien thereon and be collected by the Director of
Finance, in the manner of collecting the current levy provided by law.
(Laws 1902, ch. 331, Sec. 116F; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 224; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 358; 1943 Code, Sec.
457; 1953 Code, Sec. 495)
Sec. 10-128.01. - Assessment; nonexistent property.
Notwithstanding any requirements of this Subtitle to the contrary, any person who has paid taxes to Prince
George's County after an assessment has become final on nonexistent property shall be entitled to a refund from
the Finance Director of Prince George's County for the current year and previous years, not exceeding four years
in all, upon certification by the Supervisor of Assessments that the property does not exist. The Supervisor of
Assessments shall have the right to require any proof he deems necessary to make this determination, including,
but not limited to, a certified survey.
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(CB-86-1976)
Sec. 10-129. - Forfeiture of tax sale property.
No piece of real estate offered at a tax sale shall be sold for less than the total of the taxes, interest, penalties and
costs of sale for which it is liable. If such a bid for the property is not made, it shall be sold to the Council for
such total amount thereof. In such case it shall remain on the assessment books of the County and be taxed as
other properties thereon, but not be resold at the succeeding annual tax sales.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws, 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-130. - Report and ratification.
A report of a forfeiture sale and final ratification thereof shall be made as provided in this Division, in the matter
of tax sales generally. If such real estate so sold is not redeemed within the two (2) years allowed therefor by the
payment of the purchase money, with interest on the same at the rate of twelve percent (12%) per annum, and all
subsequent taxes, interest and penalties accrued thereon, it shall be forfeited to, and a good fee simple title to the
property vested in the Council, without the execution of any deed therefor.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; PLL 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-131. - Record of forfeited properties.
Each piece of property forfeited as provided in Section 10-129 entered in a book to be provided for the purpose,
to be called "Prince George's County's Tax-Sale Properties." Such book shall be kept in the office of the Council
as a public record thereof. Thereafter the properties, while the properties of the County, shall not be listed,
assessed, advertised or sold in the annual tax sales for defaulted taxes to be held and begun on the first Monday
of March, in each year. Upon sale of any parcel of such forfeited properties by the Council to a purchaser, and
conveyance made, such property shall be stricken from the book and assessed anew to the purchaser and placed
upon the assessment books of the County.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496)
Sec. 10-132. - Sale of forfeited property; notice.
(a)
After each period of forfeiture the Director of Finance, shall make up a list of all such forfeited properties. Such
list shall be inserted weekly for four (4) consecutive weeks before the day of sale hereinafter provided for in
three (3) newspapers published in the County, to be selected by the Director. The list shall contain a description
of each piece of such forfeited properties, its location, by district, its name, if any and known, and the quantity of
land approximately it contains, and any other information known to the Director, which may more fully identify
the same.
(b)
To such list shall be appended a notice that on a certain day, to be named therein, the Director will at 10:30
A.M., at the Court House door, in the Town of Upper Marlboro, proceed to offer for sale at public auction to the
highest bidder for cash, each of the forfeited parcels of real estate, as the property of the Council. The Director
will begin with the first parcel of the list and continue on in the order of the list from day to day if necessary,
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from 10:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., Sundays and legal holidays excepted, until all have been offered for sale. On the
day of sale, the Director shall proceed to make sale in conformity with his published notice.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-133. - Withdrawal of property; payment of taxes.
(a)
No piece of forfeited real estate offered for sale shall be sold for less than the total of the taxes, interest, penalties
and costs of sale, including such tax or taxes, interest and penalties as would have been levied upon it had it
remained on the County assessment books, for which it is then liable. If no such bid for the property is made, it
shall be withdrawn from such public sale. Thereafter the Council is authorized and empowered to sell the
property, at public or private sale, for such price as it may deem advisable. Upon payment of the whole purchase
money for any parcel of forfeited real estate sold, to the Council, and not before, the Council shall execute to the
purchaser a good deed in fee simple for such property.
(b)
The owner for any parcel of real estate, forfeited, or forfeited and sold, as hereinbefore provided, may at any
time, prior to the actual payment of the purchase money for such parcel of real estate by the purchaser, pay to the
Director of Finance, the total of all taxes, interest, penalties and costs of sale due and accrued to date on account
of, upon and against such parcel of real estate, including such tax or taxes, interest and penalties as would have
been levied upon it had it remained on the County assessment books. Thereupon such forfeiture or forfeiture and
sale shall cease to be of any force and effect and become null and void. Such owner shall become revested of his
former right, title, claim, interest and demand at law or in equity of, in and to such parcel of real estate.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-134. - Right of redemption.
(a)
The right of redemption provided in Section 10-125 shall apply to any and all forfeitures and sales of real estate.
Whenever the Director of Finance acting under a formal order in writing of the Council has received and
receipted for the taxes, interest, penalties and costs due upon any piece or parcel of ground heretofore sold to the
Council for want of a satisfactory bid, the forfeiture of the property shall cease as fully as if the property had not
been sold to Council.
(b)
Upon such redemption, the Director of Finance for the time being, shall enter upon the proper books of his office
and upon the report of sale relating to such parcel of real estate redeemed, the date and fact of such redemption.
The Council shall refund to any delinquent taxpayer the residue of the proceeds of sale of his parcel of real
estate forfeited, and sold by them after deducting therefrom taxes, interest, penalties and costs of sale due and
accrued on account of, upon and against such parcel at the time of the sale by the Council.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G, PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 192, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-135. - Public or private sale.
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The Council shall sell at public or private sale for such sum as it may deem advisable any and all parcels of real
estate forfeited and offered for sale under the provisions of this Division and either not sold, or sold for which
the purchaser thereof, if any, has failed to pay the purchase money. Upon payment to the Council of the whole
purchase money for any such parcel resold, the Council shall execute to the purchaser under such resale a good
deed in fee-simple thereof.
(Laws 1922, ch. 469, Sec. 116G; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 225; Laws 1922, ch. 198; Laws 1924, ch. 382; PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 359; Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359; 1943 Code, Sec. 458; 1953 Code, Sec. 496; Laws 1963,
ch. 526, Sec. 496; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-18)
Sec. 10-136. - Limitations for tax sales.
All actions at any time brought for any lands sold for any taxes or special assessments, whether the same are
levied by the Council or by any other municipal or governmental agency having authority to levy taxes or
assessments for any territory within the limits of the County wherein any person now has any title or cause to
have or pursue such action, shall be taken within three (3) years after June 1, 1937, provided such right of action
is not now, or will not then be barred by the now existing statute of limitations. Three (3) years after June 1,
1937, no person or any of his heirs, devisees, or assignees shall have or maintain any action for any land so sold.
All actions of any land hereafter so sold shall be taken within seven (7) years after the date of sale to the
purchaser and at no time after seven (7) years. No person now having any title or right of entry into any lands
heretofore so sold shall enter therein after the expiration of three (3) years after June 1, 1937. No person shall at
any time hereafter make any entry into any lands hereafter so sold except within seven (7) years after the date of
sale, provided, however, that if any person entitled to any of the rights of action mentioned herein shall be at the
time such cause of action accrues within the age of twenty-one (21) years of non compos mentis, he shall be at
liberty to bring the action within the respective time so limited after the disability is removed.
(Laws 1937, ch. 275, Sec. 359A; 1943 Code, Sec. 459; 1953 Code, Sec. 497; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-19)
Sec. 10-137. - Tax law to be directory.
(a)
All the instructions and directions by law given for the assessing of lands and personal property, the levying and
collecting of taxes, and tax sales and conveyances, which are not necessarily jurisdictional, shall be deemed only
directory. No error or informality in the proceedings of any of the officers entrusted with the same, which is not
necessarily jurisdictional, shall vitiate or affect any such assessment, tax sale or conveyance. Upon the setting
aside of a tax deed or the destruction of a tax title at law or in equity, the purchase money paid at tax sale for the
land covered shall be a first lien upon the land and premises. The lien shall be enforceable in equity by the
person entitled to the same, as is a vendor's lien and the value of buildings and improvements made thereon in
good faith by the holder of the tax title or those under whom he claims.
(b)
Any tax deed, herein directed to be executed by the Director of Finance, shall be executed by the Director when
the same is demanded. He shall receive the balance of purchase money due upon the land to be conveyed.
Money paid in the redemption of property sold at a tax sale shall also be paid to the Director.
(c)
Upon the death of a purchaser at a tax sale, and redemption of the property bought by him, the redemption
money shall be paid to his personal representative or assigns. After the period of redemption has elapsed, the
heirs or assigns of any purchaser at a tax sale may receive or do whatever such purchaser might have received or
done.
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(Laws 1898, ch. 222; Sec. 116J; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 227; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 362; 1943 Code, Sec.
462; 1953 Code, Sec. 500; Laws 1963, ch. 526, Sec. 500; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-20)
Sec. 10-138. - Advertisements for tax sales.
The Director of Finance shall keep in his office for public inspection a book in which shall be securely attached
or pasted a full copy of the last issue before the day of sale of the newspaper containing an advertisement of tax
sales.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116K; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 228; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 363; 1943 Code, Sec.
463; 1953 Code, Sec. 501; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-21)
Sec. 10-139. - Certified statement of taxes; liability; tax bills.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall furnish in addition to the regular tax bills, whenever requested, and upon the
payment to him of a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00), a certified statement over his signature, of all taxes assessed for
four (4) consecutive years preceding the date of the application that may be due and unpaid. The applicant shall
furnish the Director such references to the land records as may enable him to make the certificate. The certificate
shall be a bar to the collection and recovery from any subsequent purchaser of any tax or assessment omitted
therefrom, and which may be a lien upon the piece of real estate mentioned in the certificate; but shall not affect
the liability therefor of the person who owned the property at the time such tax was assessed. The Director and
any designee authorized by him to make certificate shall be responsible to said County for any loss of taxes that
may arise only from willful and fraudulent error in said certificate.
(b)
The Director and any designee authorized by him, at any time after taxes have been assessed for any year, shall
furnish to any taxpayer, upon demand, a bill or bills showing the assessment upon each piece of real estate
assessed to the taxpayer and the amount of the taxes thereon. The bill need not show the amount of interest due,
if any, but shall contain a statement of the date from and after which interest is or will become due and the rate
of such interest. Any person or corporation may obtain a copy of a tax bill upon payment of a fee as set by the
Director. A copy of a tax bill may be obtained, without charge, by any governmental agency, or by an individual
taxpayer for his own property.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116L; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 229; Laws 1912, ch. 184; Laws 1922, ch. 84, PLL
1930, Art. 17, Sec. 364; 1943 Code, Sec. 464; 1953 Code, Sec. 502; Laws 1967, ch. 109, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec.
20-22; CB-155-1976; CB-79-1979; CB-38-2004)
Sec. 10-140. - Tax sale deeds; index.
Every tax deed shall contain the name of the former owner if known, of the property it conveys. The Clerk of the
Circuit Court in whose office the deed may be recorded, shall index it not only in the name of the grantor and
grantee, but also in the name of and as from the former owner to the grantee.
(Laws 1898, ch. 222, Sec. 116M; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 230; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 365; 1943 Code, Sec.
465; 1953 Code, Sec. 503; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-23)
Sec. 10-141. - Escaped personal property.
Personal property liable to taxation in the County and unassessed, and also that which may be unassessed for any
previous year or years, or has been so assessed that the assessment was void, shall be assessed and listed in the
same manner as it provided for the assessment of real estate in Section 10-128. No personal property which has
been bona fide sold or transferred shall be assessed for any back taxes.
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(Laws 1900, ch. 477, Sec. 177; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 232; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 367; 1943 Code, Sec. 467;
1953 Code, Sec. 505; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-24)
Sec. 10-142. - Collection, retention and use of individual Social Security Account Numbers.
(a)
It shall be the policy of the County to protect the privacy of a person's Social Security account number provided
to the County and contained in official County records and communications.
(1)
The collection of Social Security account numbers shall be restricted to those instances required by a law,
regulation or existing contractual obligation of the County, State or Federal Government.
(2)
Any document containing a Social Security account number shall be retained separately from any other related
document.
(3)
Except as required by a law, regulation or existing contractual obligation to be provided to or reported to a
contractor, the State or Federal Government, the Social Security account number shall be partially redacted from
any copy of a document disclosed to any person.
(b)
No application, form, or document used by the County, except an application, form, or document required to be
used by a law, regulation or existing contractual obligation of the County, State or Federal Government shall
require, suggest, or request that a person provide the person's Social Security account number.
(c)
No computer program used by the County shall use Social Security account numbers to sort, catalogue, or relate
to any information not related to the use of a Social Security account number as required by a law, regulation or
existing contractual obligation of the County, State or Federal Government.
(d)
Any contract entered into by the County shall require that the contractor not collect, retain, use, or disseminate a
Social Security account number, except as specifically required by a law, regulation or existing contractual
obligation of the County, State or Federal Government.
(CB-6-2002)
Sec. 10-143. - Signatures on bonds.
All bonds, notes, certificates of indebtedness, or negotiable instruments issued on behalf of the County shall be
signed by the County Executive. All checks may be signed or caused to be signed by the County Executive.
(Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 508; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-26)
Sec. 10-144. - Transfers of ownership.
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The Director of Finance shall record the new owner's name in the transfer of all real property from one (1)
owner to another within seven (7) working days upon receipt of official notice from the Transfer Office. All
subsequent tax billings, tax sales, etc., shall be in the name of the new owner.
(Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 509; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-27)
Sec. 10-144.01. - Refund of property taxes to disabled veterans.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall, upon the certification of the County Tax Assessor that a veteran has qualified for a
disability exemption pursuant to the provisions of Section 7-208, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, refund any County property taxes previously paid by the veteran on the property for any year that the
veteran was qualified for the exemption.
(b)
Applications for such refunds filed with the Director of Finance on or after July 1, 2003, shall be limited to
refunds for the current year and the three (3) previous years. Applications for refunds filed prior to July 1, 2003,
shall be limited to refunds for the current year.
(CB-101-1976; CB-8-2005)
Sec. 10-145. - Collections for municipalities; charges.
(a)
The Director of Finance may negotiate a contract with any incorporated municipality within the County to act as
the collecting agent in that municipality for the collection of the municipal taxes and special assessments. Such
taxes and assessments shall be placed on the regular County tax rolls and County tax bills and become a part of
the total tax bill. They shall be collected in the same manner as County and State taxes are now collected. The
contract shall be in writing, executed by the municipal officials empowered to execute contracts, the Director of
Finance and a majority of the Council.
(b)
The monetary charge for such services is to be stated in the contract, as agreed upon the signers of the contract,
and shall be paid to the Director of Finance. The fees or charges shall be applied to the operating expense of the
Director's office. The Director shall remit any money collected under the contract to the municipality monthly.
The municipality shall furnish the Director of Finance any and all figures and information that the Director
requests, needs, or requires, or the contract shall become null and void.
(Laws 1955, ch. 132, Sec. 510; PLL 1963, Sec. 20-28)
Editor's note— CB-128-1985 authorized a multiyear agreement between the County and the City of Bowie for
payment and collection of Special Tax District taxes of Bowie in connection with public improvements for the
Maryland Science and Technology Center.
DIVISION 2A. - PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND, EMPLOYEES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION.
Sec. 10-145.01. - Purpose.
The Prince George's County, Maryland, Employees Federal Credit Union having been established as a Federal
Credit Union and chartered by Charter No. 18271, August 10, 1967, is hereby recognized as a cooperative
association of County employees and eligible persons to stimulate systematic savings and to act as a source of
credit for the provident and productive purposes of its members. The said Credit Union includes among its
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functions self-help and wise management resources, thereby raising the standards of living, strengthening the
family unit and increasing the self-reliance of its members who are employees of Prince George's County. The
Credit Union is recognized as an important morale and welfare resource which extends mutual benefits to all
eligible County personnel by inculcating habits of thrift through the accumulation of savings, combating
usurious practices by providing money for personal loans to members at low-cost interest rates and performing
functions compatible with the purposes of an employees credit union.
(CB-166-1975)
Sec. 10-145.02. - Responsibilities.
The County Executive shall recognize and assist the Credit Union in providing credit union services to the
employees of Prince George's County. The Department heads of each of the County Departments shall recognize
the right of personnel to affiliate with the Credit Union and encourage application and expansion of the
principles of credit union benefits. The credit union will be permitted to conduct business during normal
business hours, provided there is no undue interference with employees performing their respective duties in the
employment of the County.
(CB-166-1975)
Sec. 10-145.03. - County property and personnel.
(a)
Space, furniture and supplies for the use of the Credit Union shall be afforded by the County Executive. Such
space shall be made adequate for such use without charge for rent. The Credit Union shall reimburse the County
for the cost of furniture and supplies on a quarterly basis.
(b)
County personnel are encouraged to volunteer to serve on the Credit Union boards and committees on a
noncompensated basis provided there is no conflict of interest involved.
(c)
The County Executive is authorized to permit County employees to function as functional employees of the
Credit Union to be compensated by the County. The County shall be reimbursed the by Credit Union for all
compensation paid by the County to Credit Union employees on a quarterly basis. All County Credit Union
staffing will be accomplished in full compliance with the personnel policies and benefits maintained for all
County employees.
(d)
The Office of Personnel shall establish a procedure to require all County employees upon leaving County
employment to notify the Credit Union with respect to outstanding loan balances due the Credit Union. The
procedure established shall anticipate arrangements to meet the requirements of the loan payable to the Credit
Union before the final adjustment of pay or benefits to which the employee may be entitled.
(e)
The Office of Finance shall permit County personnel to express a payroll deduction in favor of the Credit Union
to deposit or to save money and to repay loans. Payroll deductions expressed by an employee may continue in
force or be discontinued at the pleasure of the employee, excepting such cases where the obligation of the
employee to the Credit Union is based upon the payroll deduction method of repayment. In such cases, the
Office of Finance shall require the concurrence of the employee and the Credit Union to discontinue payroll
deductions.
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(f)
The Department of Central Services shall permit the use of the mail distribution system to be used by the Credit
Union for distribution of material necessary to the operation of the Credit Union. The Department of Central
Services shall provide, design, install and maintain such data processing methods and services which will
include, but not be limited to: Trial balance listings, exception reports, delinquent account records, new and
closed account reports, and computation of share account dividends and loan account interest payments, account
statements, and such other information as can be accumulated to provide the Credit Union with material needed
for its operation in the event it is determined by the Credit Union and the Director of the Department of Central
Services that the data processing methods and services operated by the County are satisfactory to the needs of
the Credit Union. The cost for such mailing and data processing services shall be reimbursed by the Credit
Union to the County government on a quarterly basis.
(g)
A complete audit of all Credit Union accounts and funds shall be made annually by the Office of Audits and
Investigations upon request of the Credit Union.
(CB-166-1975; CB-16-1977)
DIVISION 3. - COMMUNITY BANK SMALL BUSINESS LENDING PROGRAM.
Sec. 10-146. - Legislative findings and declaration of purpose.
The County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby finds that there is a need for access to capital
by small and local businesses at a time when credit is not easily obtainable due to the economic challenges our
country is enduring at this time; that community banks are more likely to make loans to small and local
businesses; and that the County needs to promote small business lending and provide an overall economic
stimulus to the County's economy; and that in order to effectively respond, the County Council for Prince
George's County, Maryland hereby declares that it is the public policy of Prince George's County to establish a
program to enhance local and small business lending by placing deposits in community banks located in the
County to promote small business development and generate jobs for the benefit of County residents, while
providing the County with a competitive return on those deposits, which will be covered by Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and placed with community banks which are deemed safe and sound through the
Community Bank Small Business Lending Program.
(CB-28-2013)
Sec. 10-147. - Establishment of Community Bank Small Business Lending Program.
(a)
There is hereby established the Community Bank Small Business Lending Program to enable the County to
promote small business lending within the County by maintaining a minimum of Ten Million dollars ($10
Million) in County deposits in locally based community banks and requiring those banks to redeploy those
assets in loans to County small businesses. The County may maintain less than Ten Million ($10 Million) in
deposits if there are not enough eligible banks willing to participate in the Program or liquidity needs of the
County require a reduction or elimination of this Program.
(b)
Rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this Division shall be promulgated by the Director of
Finance by January 1, 2014. Said rules and regulations shall govern the implementation and administration of
the Community Bank Small Business Lending Program, including but not limited to the process of notifying all
eligible banks of the Program, the process of selecting eligible banks for the Program, the process of altering the
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amount of deposits of County funds made to banks that elect to participate in the Program, the process for
expanding the Program in the future, the process for determining duration of the deposits, and the interest to be
paid thereon.
(CB-28-2013)
Sec. 10-148. - Program requirements.
(a)
Eligibility of banks to participate. To qualify for participation in the Program a bank shall be:
(1)
Headquartered or operate one (1) or more branches in Prince George's County;
(2)
Have assets between Two Hundred Million ($200 Million) and Five Billion ($5 Billion); and
(3)
Be in good financial standing with a VERIBANC rating of Green* or better.
(b)
The County shall have the ability to waive the requirements of Subsection (a)(2) of this Section upon good cause
shown by a bank seeking to participate in the Program.
(c)
Participating banks shall agree to make and maintain small business loans in an aggregate amount equal to at
least two hundred percent (200%) of the deposits placed in the bank by the County under the Program. Eligible
loans shall be to businesses located within Prince George's County and shall be originated within twelve (12)
calendar months after the County has made the deposit with the participating bank under the Program. The
requirement to make eligible loans under the Program shall apply to the initial deposit by the County and any
renewal of that deposit. If the loans have not been made within the twelve (12) calendar month time period, if
good cause is shown, the County may extend the twelve (12) calendar month time period for origination of the
loans as defined by the regulations promulgated by the Director of Finance.
(d)
Borrowers under the Program shall be a small business concern as defined pursuant to Section 3 of the Small
Business Act and United States Small Business Administration regulations implementing it at 13 CFR Part 12.1,
which are located in Prince George's County.
(e)
Interest rates and fees charged for loans under the Program shall be at normal and customary levels.
(CB-28-2013)
Sec. 10-149. - Reporting requirements; failure to meet loan funding.
(a)
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Each bank participant shall comply with annual reporting requirements, including but not limited to, statistics on
the number and dollar amount of loans originated during the reporting year and the total amount of loans
outstanding.
(b)
The Director of Finance shall issue an annual report to the County Council to include documenting lending
activity and job creation.
(c)
In the event that any bank participant does not meet its loan funding goal during any reporting year, the County
shall have the right to withdraw the deposit in accordance with a process defined by the regulations promulgated
by the Director of Finance.
(CB-28-2013)
Sec. 10-150. through Sec. 10-170. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - REAL ESTATE TAXES.
Sec. 10-171. - Trustees of tax sales or estates.
(a)
In all cases in which real estate in the County has been decreed to be sold by a court of equity and a trustee has
been appointed to make the sale, and in all other cases of trust estates under and by virtue of deeds of trust, last
wills or testaments or otherwise, in which proceedings have been commenced in the court of equity for the
execution or enforcement of the trust, and where the Director of Finance has no power under the existing law to
enforce the payment of taxes, and the taxes on the real estate have been due and in arrears for twelve (12)
months, it shall be the duty of the Director of Finance to apply to the Court by petition verified by affidavit,
showing the amount of taxes due and in arrear, and the real estate upon which the taxes are due and in arrear.
(b)
Upon the petition the Court shall pass an order requiring the trustee forthwith to pay the taxes, or show cause to
the contrary on or before a certain day to be named in the order, not to exceed thirty (30) days from the filing of
the petition. The taxes shall be paid by the trustee out of any rents or other funds derived from or belonging to
the trust estates. In case there is no fund belonging to the trust estates liable for the payment of the taxes, the
Court shall, upon being satisfied thereof, forthwith pass an order directing the sale of so much of the real estate
as may be necessary to pay the taxes and expenses of the sale, in such manner and after such notice as the Court
may think proper to direct.
(c)
The sale shall be reported to the Court for ratification, as all other sales made under decrees of courts of equity.
When ratified and the purchase money therefor has been fully paid, the trustee shall convey the property to the
purchaser of the real estate so sold, by good and sufficient deed.
(PLL 1888, Art. 17, Sec. 305, PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 586; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 977; 1943 Code; Sec. 1325;
1953 Code, Sec. 1451; PLL 1963, Sec. 75-1)
Sec. 10-172. - Tax sale property held in adverse possession.
Whenever land is sold for the payment of County or State taxes, or both, assessed thereon and in default, and the
owner of such land at the time of such tax sale, his heirs, devisees or assigns, severally, jointly or in continuous
successive ownership have held the land so sold in adverse possession for seven (7) years after the final
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ratification of such tax sale and before action or suit brought and duly prosecuted by the purchaser at such tax
sale, his heirs, devisees or assigns, to obtain possession of such land, such possession shall be a bar to all right,
title, claim, interest, estate, demand, right of entry and right of action in such purchaser, his devisees or assigns
derived from such tax sale as to the land so held in possession. This Section shall apply to all tax sales heretofore
made and ratified as aforesaid.
(Laws 1906, ch. 803, Sec. 15; PLL 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 588; PLL 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 878; 1943 Code, Sec. 1326;
1953 Code, Sec. 1452; PLL 1963, Sec. 75-2)
Sec. 10-173. - Tax rate on improvements.
(a)
All improvements on real estate which become substantially completed between January 1 and June 30 in any
year shall be assessed for taxes. Such improvements shall be subject to taxation for the full taxable year
beginning on July 1 at the regular tax rate levied for State and County purposes for the year.
(b)
All improvements on real estate which become substantially completed between July 1 and December 31 of any
year shall be assessed for taxes and such improvements shall be subject to taxation in the year at one-half (1/2)
of the regular tax rate levied for State and County purposes for the year.
(c)
In the case of buildings under construction the term "substantially completed" shall mean when the interior walls
are finished.
(Laws 1948 (Sp. Sess.), ch. 46; 1953 Code, Sec. 1452; Laws 1963, ch. 825, Sec. 20; PLL 1963, Sec. 75-3)
DIVISION 4A. - HOUSING REHABILITATION FUND.
Sec. 10-173.01. - Establishment of Housing Rehabilitation Fund.
There is hereby established the Prince George's County, Maryland, Housing Rehabilitation Fund for the purpose
of providing financial assistance to low and moderate income persons, based upon need, for the rehabilitation of
residential properties and the elimination of unsafe housing conditions. All funds made available for the
purposes of this Division shall constitute a special fund of Prince George's County and all such funds shall be
paid into or out of or otherwise expended from such special fund; except that the County Executive may expend
such monies as are provided for in the County's approved expense budget for the payment of administering and
servicing of all assistance provided out of the County's Housing Rehabilitation Fund. The County Executive is
authorized to provide for such administering and servicing through contracts with third parties or by the
employment of county personnel.
(CB-89-1973; CB-110-1981)
Editor's note— CR-70-1975 approved rules and regulations for the Housing Rehabilitation Loan and Grant
Programs. CR-20-1977 approved Rules and Regulations for the Housing Rehabilitation Loan and Grant
Programs. CR-104-1981 approved Administrative Regulations for the Prince George's County Housing
Rehabilitation Program (supersedes and cancels CR-70-1975, CR-100-1976 and CR-20-1977). CR-91-1982
approved amendments to the Administrative Regulations for the Prince George's County Housing Rehabilitation
Assistance Program adopted by CR-104-1981.
Sec. 10-173.02. - Eligibility requirements for the receipt of rehabilitation assistance.
(a)
922/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

No rehabilitation assistance herein shall be provided unless it is:
(1)
In support of the rehabilitation of private properties;
(2)
An activity permitted to be conducted in support of the rehabilitation of private properties as provided in Part
570 of Title 24 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as amended from time to time;
(3)
An approved activity in the County's triennial Community Development Plan and annual Community
Development Program adopted pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 15A of this Code.
(CB-110-1981)
Sec. 10-173.03. - Issuance, maintenance, and administration of housing rehabilitation funds.
The County Executive for Prince George's County, Maryland, is hereby empowered and authorized to provide
housing rehabilitation assistance under the provisions of this Division and to develop operating procedures
governing the administration and maintenance of the Housing Rehabilitation Fund. Said operating procedures,
and any revisions thereto, shall be transmitted to the County Council for review, amendment as deemed
appropriate, and approval. Council approval shall be by resolution. The County Executive is further empowered
and authorized to take any legal actions necessary for the collection of any loans made pursuant hereto.
(CB-110-1981)
Editor's note— CR-25-2013 approves the Operating Procedures for the Prince George's County Housing
Rehabilitation Assistance Program which supersedes any prior version.
Sec. 10-173.04. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4B. - DEEP WELL LOAN FUND.
Sec. 10-173.05. - Legislative findings and declaration of purpose.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby finds that the owner-occupants of many
residential structures, located predominantly in rural areas of the County, are living under conditions dangerous
to health as a result of existing water supplies which are, or are likely to become, contaminated; that the
capability of the County's public water authority to construct water facility supply systems to serve the needs of
homeowners so situated is inexpedient and impractical in that the construction of public water lines constitutes
an exorbitant expenditure of public funds which is unnecessarily burdensome to County taxpayers in general,
and the intended beneficiaries in particular; that the creation of a self-sustaining County financed loan fund
permitting homeowners so situated to finance the drilling of deep wells on terms and conditions comparable to
those applied under special assessments for the public construction of water supply systems is not a capital
project, as defined in County Charter, but is rather a method of providing capital for the purpose of necessary
deep well drilling where any benefits to private property are only incidental to maintenance of health; and that in
order to avert the existing and potential health hazards caused by such supplies and to protect and promote the
health, safety and welfare of the entire community, the County Council hereby declares that it is necessary and
appropriate for Prince George's County, Maryland, to provide an acceptable alternative to the construction of
public water supply systems by establishing a mechanism of financial assistance for homeowners whose
residences are situated under the aforesaid conditions and who are unable to secure the necessary well
construction financing from private sources.
(CB-137-1977)
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Sec. 10-173.06. - Establishment of Deep Well Loan Fund.
There is hereby established the Prince George's County, Maryland, Deep Well Loan Fund for the purpose of
making loans, on preferred terms and conditions, to eligible owner-occupants of single-family, residential
structures for drilling individual deep wells to provide a water supply to serve such structures. All funds made
available for the purposes of this Division shall constitute a self-sustaining fund of Prince George's County and
all such funds shall be paid into, or loaned out of, or otherwise expended from, such self-sustaining fund. In
accordance with the provisions of Section 10-173.09 of this Division, the County shall make such initial and
subsequent contributions into such self-sustaining fund as appropriate and necessary until such fund becomes
self-sustaining as a result of the repayment of loans made therefrom.
(CB-137-1977)
Sec. 10-173.07. - Eligibility requirements for the making of loans.
(a)
In addition to such requirements and conditions as are established under the rules and regulations required to be
prepared and approved under Section 10-173.08 of this Division, no deep well loan authorized herein shall be
made unless:
(1)
The property in question is a single-family, owner-occupied residential structure.
(2)
The County Health Officer has issued a written notification to the property owner in question of the Health
Officer's determination that said property owner is serviced by a well or other water supply which is, or is likely
to become, contaminated.
(3)
The property owner in question has made application to the County for a housing rehabilitation loan and/or grant
made available pursuant to the provisions of Division 4A of this Subtitle for improvements including the drilling
of a deep well and was determined to be ineligible for such loan and/or grant for reasons other than fund
unavailability.
(4)
The property owner in question has applied in good faith to at least one (1) private institution for a loan for the
same purpose as loans made hereunder, and has had such loan application rejected.
(CB-137-1977)
Sec. 10-173.08. - Issuance, maintenance, and administration of loans.
(a)
The County Executive for Prince George's County, Maryland, is hereby empowered and authorized to make
deep well loans under the provisions of this Division and the rules and regulations prepared and approved
pursuant hereto, and to take any legal actions necessary for the collection of delinquent loan repayments.
(b)
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All loans made by the County Executive for the purposes set forth under this Division shall be made out of the
County's Deep Well Loan Fund only.
(c)
Prior to the making of any loan hereunder the County Executive shall prepare rules and regulations governing
the maintenance and administration of the fund and the making of loans therefrom, and shall forward the same to
the County Council for approval by resolution. Said rules and regulations shall include, at a minimum,
stipulations regarding additional eligibility requirements as deemed necessary and appropriate; other terms and
conditions of the loans, including the interest rate to be charged thereon; and the agency or agencies of County
government to be charged with the administration and maintenance of the loan program. Any subsequent
amendments to said rules and regulations, as may be necessary from time to time, shall be initiated and approved
in the aforesaid manner.
(CB-137-1977)
Sec. 10-173.09. - Financing of the Deep Well Loan Fund.
(a)
Commencing with the submission of the Fiscal Year 1978-79 County expense and capital budgets, and on at
least an annual basis thereafter, the County Executive shall recommend to the County Council for approval, a
proposed method of financing the Deep Well Loan Fund, taking into account all appropriate alternative methods
of financing the fund, including the following methods:
(1)
The issuance of general obligation bonds;
(2)
The use of funds from current expense budget appropriations;
(3)
The use of funds derived from Federal or State grants made available to the County for financing deep well
construction; or,
(4)
The repayment of principal and interest from loans made hereunder.
(CB-137-1977)
DIVISION 5. - SELF-INSURANCE FUND.
Sec. 10-174. - Establishment of Risk Management Fund.
(a)
There is established and created for Prince George's County and for municipal corporations and governmental
agencies within Prince George's County an insurance fund which shall be known as the Risk Management Fund
for Prince George's County. The Risk Management Fund shall compensate for injury to persons or damage to
property resulting from negligence or other wrongful acts of public officials, employees and agents of the
County and other Risk Management Fund Members, and to provide protection, against physical loss or damage
to property of the County and other Risk Management Fund Members caused by fire, explosion, theft,
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vandalism, malicious mischief, riot, civil disturbance, flood and natural disasters and protection for officials,
employees and agents acting within the scope of their duties.
(b)
The Risk Management Fund shall provide protection to insure the County and other Risk Management Fund
members against liability for personal injury and property damage resulting from negligence, deprivation of civil
rights, malpractice or any other type of civil or tortious actions resulting from the negligence or wrongful act of
any public official, agent or employee within the scope of official duties. The Risk Management Fund shall also
provide for comprehensive general liability, comprehensive property damage, Workmen's Compensation, and
comprehensive automobile liability.
(c)
The Risk Management Fund may provide insurance protection by purchase of insurance from insurance
companies authorized to do business in the State of Maryland or by a program of self-insurance funded by the
County and other Risk Management Fund Members or by a combination of purchased insurance and selfinsurance. Provided, however, that no insurance coverage or combination of purchased insurance and selfinsurance shall be in excess of the maximum limitations of liability as conferred upon the County or any Risk
Management Fund member by Charter or other statutory provision unless the Risk Management Fund, at the
request of a member, acquires additional protection insuring risks in excess of such Charter of statutory
limitation.
(d)
In no event shall any coverage provided by the Risk Management Fund for injuries to persons and property of
others exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) per person, per occurrence. In no event shall any
coverage provided by the Risk Management Fund exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000), per
occurrence, for the Board of Trustees of Prince George's Community College and the Board of Education of
Prince George's County. Notwithstanding such limitations, in no event shall any coverage provided by the Risk
Management Fund to members for injuries to persons and property of others be in excess of the maximum
limitation of liability as conferred upon the County or other Risk Management Fund member by Charter, State
law or other statutory provision unless the Risk Management Fund, at the request of a member, acquires
additional protection insuring risks in excess of such Charter or statutory limitation.
(e)
The Risk Management Fund is further authorized to provide coverage for any other insurable risk or liability as
requested by a member so long as the member provides a contribution actuarially sufficient to provide the
coverage request.
(CB-31-1983; CB-5-2003)
Editor's note— CR-67-1992 authorized the County to participate in the Self-Insurance Liability Funding
Program sponsored by the Local Government Insurance Trust.
Sec. 10-175. - Membership agreements.
The Risk Management Fund is further authorized to cooperate with and enter into written agreements with any
municipal corporation, governmental agency, board or commission established by the County or the General
Assembly of Maryland, for the purpose of providing to such agency, board or commission, the officials, agents
as defined by the fund member, employees or property thereof, coverage authorized by this Division upon such
terms and conditions consistent with this Division as are deemed to be in the best interest of the citizens of the
County. Such agreements shall be consistent with this Division 5 and applicable State law and shall set forth the
specific terms and conditions of membership in the Fund.
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(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-176. - Management of the Fund.
(a)
The Risk Management Fund shall be governed by a Risk Management Committee which shall be comprised of
one voting representative from each of the following members: Prince George's County, the Board of Education
of Prince George's County, the Board of Trustees of Prince George's Community College, and the Prince
George's County Memorial Library, pursuant to Section 10-181 of this Division.
(b)
The County Attorney shall provide legal counsel, advice and representation to the Risk Management Fund and
each of its members unless a member elects to provide for its own legal representation. The County Attorney, or
the member's attorney, in the event that legal representation is provided by a member, shall provide for the
defense of claims made against each member, its public officials, employees and agents for which coverage has
been extended by the Risk Management Fund. The Risk Management Fund shall pay the cost of all legal
representation, at a uniform hourly rate of remuneration established by the Bylaws and shall charge the account
of the member represented. The County Attorney, upon request, shall consult with and advise counsel for each
member, if any, on all matters pertaining to a claim against the member.
(c)
Each member's account shall be charged the pro rata share of the operating expenses of the Fund as established
by the Bylaws and shall be charged the actual expenses of any specialized services requested by the member or
uniquely incurred for its benefit.
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-177. - Powers and Duties of the Risk Management Fund.
The Risk Management Fund is authorized, by and through the Risk Management Committee acting with the
concurrence of the affected member, to defend, compromise and pay claims asserted against members, provide
protection against physical loss or damage to the property of members, employ actuaries, adjusters and other
experts, provide for the direct and indirect expenses of legal representation and defense, adopt Bylaws and to
possess such other necessary powers as required to provide for the effective and efficient administration and
operation of a self-insurance and risk management program.
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-178. - Voting.
A simple majority of the members of the Risk Management Committee shall be required to decide all issues
submitted to the Committee except the adoption and amendment of Bylaws, provided that no claim shall be
compromised without the affirmative vote of the Member or Members against which the claim is asserted.
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-179. - Withdrawal from the Fund.
(a)
Any member may withdraw from the Risk Management Fund upon six (6) months' written notice to the
Chairman, Risk Management Committee. The effective date of such withdrawal shall be at the close of the fiscal
year ending no less than six (6) months after such notice has been made.
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(b)
Upon withdrawal, the Risk Management Fund shall pay to the withdrawing member the sum of unexpended
encumbered reserves, ninety percent (90%) of the unencumbered reserves and the interest earned with respect to
such encumbered and unencumbered reserves.
(c)
Liability for incurred but unsettled claims at the date of withdrawal shall vest in the withdrawing member. The
Risk Management Fund shall not be liable for any claim which arises after the date of withdrawal.
(d)
Payments made to a withdrawing member shall be subject to adjustment to reflect the actual account balances as
determined by audit. Any deficiency owed by the withdrawing member or any account balance owed by the
Risk Management Fund shall be paid within thirty (30) days after the final accounting of the Risk Management
Fund is rendered.
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-180. - Financing the Risk Management Fund.
Subject to appropriations contained in the approved annual budget, each member of the Risk Management Fund
shall be required to pay into the Risk Management Fund a sum of money determined by the Risk Management
Committee to be sufficient to provide for its contribution to the Risk Management Fund which will be computed
by considering the premium cost, claim expense, operating expense, interest income, and the maintenance of
reserve fund. The contribution shall reflect the principles of incurred claims accounting as indicated by periodic
actuarial evaluations of the Risk Management Fund. Accrued interest shall be apportioned among and credited
to the unencumbered reserve and encumbered reserve accounts of each member. The Director of Finance shall
be responsible for investing the money of the Risk Management Fund in accounts and securities as allowed by
law.
(CB-31-1983)
Editor's note— CR-67-1992 authorized the County to participate in the Self-Insurance Liability Funding
Program sponsored by the Local Government Insurance Trust.
Sec. 10-181. - Bylaws.
(a)
The Risk Management Committee shall establish Bylaws for the conduct of business of the Risk Management
Fund.
(b)
The Bylaws shall be adopted and amended by the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members of the
Risk Management Committee.
Sec. 10-181.01. - Persons covered.
(a)
In any suit or claim brought against an officer, agent or employee the Risk Management Fund shall extend
coverage to such officer, employee, or agent if:
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(1)
The action was taken in performance of his duties or within his authorized official capacity as determined by a
court of competent jurisdiction or determined by the Risk Management Committee;
(2)
The action of the officer, employee, or agent was without malice; and
(3)
The officer, employee, or agent shall cooperate with counsel for the Risk Management Fund and assist in the
conduct of suits and enforcement of any right of contribution or indemnity against any person or organization
who may be liable to such officer, employee, or agent. The officer, employee, or agent shall attend hearings,
depositions, and trials and assist in securing and giving evidence as required by counsel for the Risk
Management Fund. Failure to cooperate with counsel for the Risk Management Fund that prejudices the Risk
Management Fund shall be grounds to deny coverage to an officer, employee, or agent at the discretion of the
Risk Management Committee.
(b)
In the case of a claim arising from damages alleged to have been caused as a result of the ownership, possession,
custody, maintenance, or use of a dog, utilized for police or patrol purposes, the member responsible for such
dog shall be extended coverage.
(c)
In the case of a claim against the driver of a motor vehicle insured by the Risk Management Fund, the driver
shall be covered if the driver had express or implied authority to use the motor vehicle at the time of the incident
giving rise to the claim. The fact that the driver may have exceeded the scope of his authority shall not relieve
the fund from extending coverage.
(d)
The limitations of this Section shall not limit any coverage provided by the Risk Management Fund to a member
pursuant to Section 10-174(e).
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-181.02. - No waiver of any immunity.
No provision of this Division shall constitute or be interpreted as a waiver of the right of any member of the Risk
Management Fund or of such members, officers, employees or agents to raise the defense of sovereign or
governmental immunity, or charitable immunity, or public official immunity or other immunity or defense to
which such member or its officers, employees or agents is entitled.
(CB-31-1983)
Sec. 10-181.03. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in and for the purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning
assigned to them therein:
(1)
929/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The word employee as used in this Division shall mean any duly elected or appointed official, member, trustee,
full-time or part-time employee, volunteer recognized by the Chairman of the Risk Management Fund or any
other person employed by or acting on behalf of any Risk Management Fund member, including such person
when acting in the capacity of trustee, officer, employee or agent of any trust or pension plan created by a
Member.
(2)
The words encumbered reserve shall mean the amount identified and segregated to provide for the cost of paying
or setting a claim asserted against the Risk Management Fund. The encumbrance of such funds shall not be
construed to be an admission of liability in any claim or legal action.
(3)
The words operating expenses shall mean the direct and indirect cost of providing for the administration of the
Risk Management Fund, including but not limited to, professional and consultants' fees, taxes, insurance
premiums, investigation expenses and the expenses of litigation.
(4)
The words personal injury, property damage and wrongful acts as those words are defined by common usage in
the commercial insurance industry, provided however, that the Risk Management Committee, by unanimous
vote, may enlarge the scope of these words in order to pay a claim asserted against a member when payment of
such a claim is deemed to be in the best interest of the citizens of the County.
(5)
The words unencumbered reserve shall mean the total of member contributions less encumbered reserves less
operating expenses of the Risk Management Fund.
(CB-31-1983; CB-113-1985)
DIVISION 5A. - INTERFUND CASH BORROWINGS.
Sec. 10-182. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-182.01. - Authorization.
(a)
Under the provisions of Section 814 of the Charter of Prince George's County, Maryland, and upon the request
of the County Executive the Finance Director is hereby authorized to effect interfund cash borrowings not to
exceed 22.5 Million Dollars ($22,500,000) from the Capital Project Fund to the General Fund to meet temporary
cash requirements.
(b)
Under the provisions of Section 814 of the Charter for Prince George's County and upon the request of the
County Executive, the Director of Finance, and his successor in office, is hereby authorized to effect interfund
cash borrowings to meet temporary cash requirements and to allow for reimbursements among funds designated
in the accounting records of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(c)
Interfund cash borrowings to meet temporary cash requirements and to provide for reimbursements among
funds, in accordance with the procedures and limitations set forth herein, may be effected by the Director of
Finance regardless whether the services to be provided by the borrowing fund are within the scope of the
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activities financed by the lending fund; such borrowings, when so effected, shall be considered lawful interfund
loans or charges for services rendered by one fund to another and shall not be construed as a diversion of
appropriated funds.
(CB-27-1971; CB-95-1973; CB-92-1975; CB-162-1978; CB-38-1991; CB-6-2003)
Editor's note— Pursuant to the provisions of CB-38-1991, between May 7, 1991, and September 1, 1991, the
amount of the interfund cash borrowings was amended not to exceed $60,000,000; after September 1, the
amount reverted to $22,500,000.
Sec. 10-182.02. - Procedures and limitations.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall exercise the authority conferred upon that Office in Section 10-182.01 only in
accordance with the following procedures and limitations:
(1)
The authority of the Director of Finance to effect interfund cash borrowings shall not be delegated to any other
person or office.
(2)
Prior to the effectuation of any specific interfund cash borrowing, the Director of Finance shall review the status
of the County fund for which such borrowing has been requested to determine, from the records of the Office of
Finance, whether in fact a temporary interfund loan is necessary to meet the cash requirements of said fund or to
allow for reimbursements from said fund to another County fund in the accounting records of Prince George's
County.
(3)
If the Director of Finance shall determine, as a result of the review conducted as set forth in paragraph (2),
above, that an interfund loan is required, then the Director shall also determine when the cash assets of the
borrowing fund will become insufficient to meets its cash requirements, the extent of such cash insufficiency,
and when the cash assets of the fund will again be sufficient to meet the cash requirements of the fund and to
repay the total amount of the insufficiency. The Director of Finance may not effect an interfund loan which
cannot be repaid within a period of one year from the loan's effective date, unless the loan is made for the
purpose of satisfying debt service obligations of Prince George's County. If the Director of Finance shall
determine that an interfund loan is required to make debt service payments, then any such loan shall be repaid
within three years from the effective date of the loan.
(4)
The Director of Finance shall next determine, from the records of the Office of Finance whether any County
funds, either singly or in conjunction with one another, have or will have sufficient cash assets to meet their
respective cash requirements and to meet the temporary cash requirements of the borrowing fund during the
period of time that a cash insufficiency in the borrowing fund will exist. If sufficient cash assets are found to be
available in other County funds to permit the effectuation of an interfund loan, then the Director of Finance may
exercise the authority conferred herein to meet the temporary cash requirements of the borrowing fund.
(5)
Cash assets of one or more County funds which are the subject of an interfund loan effected by the Director of
Finance pursuant to the authority contained herein may not thereafter be transferred or loaned to any other
County fund except to that fund, or to those funds, from which said assets were originally received.
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(CB-95-1973; CB-162-1978; CB-42-1985)
Sec. 10-182.03. - Quarterly reports.
The Director of Finance shall render quarterly reports to the County Council and to the County Executive
describing the status of all interfund borrowings for which there is an outstanding balance as of the date of such
report. Quarterly reports shall be rendered by the Director of Finance on the first day of January, April, July, and
October of each year.
(CB-95-1973)
Sec. 10-182.04. - Borrowings from bond proceeds.
(a)
Whenever the County Executive deems it desirable to undertake interfund cash borrowings from available bond
proceeds currently in hand, to meet temporary cash requirements for financing capital projects of Prince
George's County for which general obligation bonds of Prince George's County have been duly authorized for
sale, he shall recommend to the Council for their approval, by resolution, that the borrowings of such proceeds
on hand be authorized in an amount up to, but not exceeding Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000) in the
aggregate for all such capital projects, provided, that the Council must find, as a matter of fact:
(1)
That the funds to be borrowed are not required for immediate expenditure for the capital projects from which
such funds are borrowed;
(2)
That the funds to be borrowed are not necessary to meet payments for any contracts or obligations now in effect,
or to be in effect before such funds are repaid;
(3)
That County general obligation bonds to fund the capital projects to be financed with the borrowed funds have
been duly authorized for sale by both a bond enabling act and a bond authorization act both duly adopted and in
effect;
(4)
That to his and to their knowledge there are then existing no legal restraints, or any other limitation or obstacle
which would prohibit or restrict the sale of said general obligation bonds of the County;
(5)
That the Director of Finance has certified that the said funds are available; and
(6)
That all such borrowings authorized are temporary, being for a period of time set forth in said resolution, and all
such monies so transferred shall be repaid as determined by the Director of Finance from either:
(A)
The first proceeds of sale of the general obligation bonds of the County sold to fund the capital projects financed
with the borrowed funds; or
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(B)
From other available funds.
(CB-9-1977; CB-42-1985)
Sec. 10-182.05. - Resolution.
Each resolution adopted under Section 10-182.04 shall identify the Bond or Loan Funds from which monies are
to be borrowed, the bond enabling acts and bond authorization acts for the capital projects to which the
borrowed monies are to be temporarily applied, and the capital projects affected by said borrowing.
(CB-9-1977; CB-42-1985)
Sec. 10-182.06. - Repayment.
The first general obligation bond sale by Prince George's County subsequent to the adoption of any resolution
pursuant to Section 10-182.04 shall include an amount sufficient to repay borrowing that has occurred under that
resolution(s) which remains outstanding.
(CB-9-1977; CB-42-1985)
Sec. 10-182.07. - Borrowings from the General Fund to the Capital Project Fund.
(a)
Whenever the County Executive deems it desirable to undertake interfund cash borrowings from the General
Fund to meet temporary cash requirements to finance capital projects of Prince George's County for which an
authorization appears for the current year in the County's Capital Improvement Program, and for which funding
will be received from sources other than general obligation bonds of Prince George's County, he shall
recommend to the Council for approval by resolution, the borrowing of such sums in an amount up to, but not
exceeding, Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) in the aggregate for such capital projects, provided, that the
Council must find as a matter of fact:
(1)
That the funds to be borrowed are not required for immediate expenditure for items in the General Fund;
(2)
That the funds to be borrowed are not necessary to meet payments for any contracts or obligations now in effect,
or to be in effect before such funds will be repaid;
(3)
That funds other than general obligation bonds of Prince George's County will be received to repay the borrowed
funds;
(4)
That there are no existing legal restraints, or any limitation or obstacle which will prohibit or restrict the
anticipated funding from being received by the County; and
(5)
That the Director of Finance has certified that funds to be borrowed are available.
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(b)
Each resolution adopted under this Section shall identify the projects for which the interfund borrowing is
authorized, the sources from which repayment is anticipated, and the date by which the repayment will be made.
Quarterly reports shall be issued as set forth in Section 10-182.03 of this Division.
(CB-135-1978; CB-42-1985)
DIVISION 6. - MUNICIPAL TAX DIFFERENTIAL.
Sec. 10-183. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division the following words and phrases have the meaning assigned below, except in those
instances in which the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)
County-wide property assessable base shall mean the total County assessable tax base, including all municipal
corporations, as used in the County's latest adopted budget.
(2)
County-wide real property assessable base shall mean the County real property assessable tax base, including all
municipal corporations, as used in the County's latest adopted budget.
(3)
County-wide personal property assessable base shall mean the County personal property assessable tax base,
including all municipal corporations, as used in the County's latest adopted budget.
(4)
Degree of services or programs shall mean the level of eligible services or programs performed by the municipal
corporation instead of the County.
(5)
Director shall mean the Director of the Office of Management and Budget.
(6)
Eligible services or programs shall mean those services or programs which are performed by a municipal
corporation, and are wholly or partially funded from property tax revenues of the municipal corporation, instead
of similar County services or programs when the similar County services or programs are wholly or partially
funded from property tax revenues in the County's general fund and the services or programs are generally
performed by the County in the unincorporated areas of the County.
(7)
Municipal Corporation shall mean a city or town incorporated pursuant to Article XI-E of the Maryland
Constitution which is partially or entirely within the boundaries of Prince George's County.
(8)
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Net County service or program cost shall mean the cost for a service or program as reflected in the County's
latest adopted Current Expense Budget and support documents increased by the amount of indirect costs,
including fringe benefits, applicable to that service or program and reduced by any fees, service charges, grants
or other revenue directly attributable to that service or program.
(9)
Property tax shall mean County general fund property tax revenues as stated in the County's latest adopted
budget.
(CB-134-1983; CB-47-1984; CB-75-1997; CB-1-2001)
Sec. 10-184. - Municipal Tax Differential established.
(a)
There is hereby established a municipal tax differential program pursuant to Section 6-305 of the Tax-Property
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
The County real property tax rate to be set for assessments of real property in a municipal corporation shall be
calculated and established as follows:
(1)
For each eligible service or program, the County shall calculate the net County service or program cost.
(2)
The net County service or program cost for each eligible service or program shall be calculated to reflect the
portion supported by the general fund real property tax revenues.
(3)
The County shall convert the calculated cost for each eligible service or program into a real property tax rate
equivalent by dividing the calculated County service cost by the Countywide real property assessable base.
(4)
The differential for each municipal corporation shall be calculated by multiplying the degree of service or
program performed by the municipal corporation by the real property tax rate equivalent.
(5)
The differential determined pursuant to this Section shall be rounded to the nearest tenth of a cent.
(c)
The County personal property tax rate to be set for assessments of personal property in a municipal corporation
shall be calculated and established as follows:
(1)
For each eligible service or program, the County shall calculate the net County service or program cost.
(2)
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The net County service or program cost for each eligible service or program shall be calculated to reflect the
portion supported by the general fund personal property tax revenues.
(3)
The County shall convert the calculated cost for each eligible service or program into a personal property tax
rate equivalent by dividing the calculated County service cost by the Countywide personal property assessable
base.
(4)
The differential for each municipal corporation shall be calculated by multiplying the degree of service or
program performed by the municipal corporation by the personal property tax rate equivalent.
(5)
The differential determined pursuant to this Section shall be rounded to the nearest tenth of a cent.
(d)
The County real property tax rate and the personal property tax rate to be levied against all property located
within a municipal corporation shall be computed in the following manner:
(1)
Beginning in Fiscal Year 2002, the applied tax differential rate for each municipality shall be the average of the
real property tax differential rate and the average of the personal property tax differential rate calculated in
accordance with Subsection (b) ) and Subsection (c) for the ensuing fiscal year and the calculated real property
tax rate and the personal property tax rate for the current fiscal year and the immediately preceding three fiscal
years, provided, however, that for purposes of determining the applied tax differential rate, the tax rate levied in
fiscal years 1995 through 1998, inclusive, shall be used in lieu of a calculated rate.
(2)
Beginning in Fiscal Year 2004, the real property tax differential rate and the personal property tax differential
rate for each municipality shall be the average of the real property tax differential rate and the average of the
personal property tax differential rate calculated in accordance with Subsection (b) and Subsection (c) for the
ensuing fiscal year and the calculated real property tax differential rate and the personal property tax differential
rate for the current fiscal year and the immediately preceding fiscal year.
(3)
For Fiscal Year 2002, Fiscal Year 2003, and Fiscal Year 2004 only, the applied tax differential rates for each
municipality shall be the average of the real property tax differential rate and the average of the personal
property tax differential rate calculated in accordance with Subsection (b) and Subsection (c) for the ensuing
fiscal year and the tax differential rates for the current fiscal year and the immediately preceding three fiscal
years. For purposes of determining the applied tax differential rate for real property for fiscal years prior to
Fiscal Year 2001, the County real property tax rate for those fiscal years shall be calculated by multiplying the
real property tax rate by a factor of .40.
(CB-134-1983; CB-47-1984; CB-8-1993; CB-5-1995; CB-36-1995; CB-75-1997; CB-1-2001)
Sec. 10-185. - Municipal Tax Differential applied.
(a)
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By December 7, the County shall notify the municipal corporation of the County's determination regarding the
degree to which the municipal corporation is providing one or more eligible services in lieu of the County. Any
disagreement shall be subject to negotiation between the County and the municipal corporation.
(b)
If the County and the municipal corporation are unable to agree on the degree to which the municipal
corporation is providing one or more eligible services or programs by January 15, the matters in dispute shall be
submitted to an Arbitration Panel. The deadline may be extended by mutual agreement.
(c)
The Arbitration Panel shall be comprised of the following:
(1)
One member selected by the municipal corporation involved in the dispute;
(2)
One member selected by the County Executive;
(3)
One member selected jointly by the above members.
(d)
At the arbitration hearing, the County and the municipality may present testimony, evidence, and oral argument
as to the matters in dispute.
(e)
The Arbitration Panel shall issue its advisory determination to the County Executive and County Council no
later than February 15.
(CB-134-1983; CB-75-1997)
Sec. 10-186. - Reports.
(a)
The County shall provide to each municipal corporation by October 7 of each year a copy of the County's
adopted Current Expense Budget for the fiscal year which began the preceding July 1, which documents shall be
used in determining the tax differential.
(b)
The County shall provide to each municipal corporation a standardized report form listing each potentially
eligible service. Municipal corporations shall report to the Director upon such forms and shall set forth such
information as the Director may prescribe and require. Information submitted by any municipal corporation is
subject to verification by the Director.
(c)
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Each municipal corporation shall identify, in ten percent (10%) increments, the degree to which it is providing
eligible services to its citizens in lieu of the County providing those services. Each municipal corporation shall
complete and return the standardized report to the County by November 7 of each year.
(CB-86-1987; CB-75-1997)
Sec. 10-186.01. - Powers of the Director.
The Director may make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as the Director may deem necessary to
implement the provisions of this Division.
(CB-75-1997)
Sec. 10-186.02. - Annual Review.
(a)
The Tax Differential Task Force shall mean an appointed body for the purpose of conducting an annual review
and the Task Force shall be comprised of the following representatives:
(1)
One Member from the Office of the County Executive;
(2)
One Member from the County Council;
(3)
One Member from the Office of Management & Budget;
(4)
Two Members designated by Prince George's County Municipal Association;
(5)
Two Members from unincorporated areas of the County and appointed by the Chair of the County Council.
(b)
The Tax Differential Task Force shall conduct an annual review of the Tax Differential program and rules
adopted by the Director for its implementation, including methods of ensuring adequate public awareness. This
review shall be completed on or before July 31 of each year. Appropriate recommendations shall be submitted
by the Task Force to the County Executive, as may be necessary.
(CB-75-1997)
DIVISION 6A. - ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION.
Sec. 10-186.03. - County compensation to Departments of Health and Social Services employees.
(a)
There may be included in the annual budget additional compensation for payment to the Prince George's County
Department of Health and Department of Social Services employees to be known as State/County differential
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compensation.
(b)
The amount of such compensation for each employee shall be determined by resolution of the County Council or
set forth in the annual budget of the County. The total of such compensation for all employees shall not exceed
budgetary limits.
(c)
The amount of compensation for an employee shall not exceed the prevailing salary, as is reasonably determined
by the County Council to exist at the time of such determination within the Washington Metropolitan area, for
the job classification of the employee, less the amount of salary received from the State.
(d)
Compensation may also be limited to employees hired before a given date or employees working in critical job
categories.
(CB-79-1980)
DIVISION 7. - TAXES AND TAX CREDITS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - TRANSFER AND RECORDATION TAXES.
Sec. 10-187. - Transfer tax; exceptions.
(a)
(1)
Except as provided in Subsection (b) of this Section, the County Council is authorized and empowered to
impose a tax at a rate not to exceed 1.4% of the actual consideration paid or to be paid under every instrument of
writing conveying title to real property, or any interest therein, in the County, offered for record and recorded in
the County. Conveyances to the State, any agency of the State, or any political Subdivision of the State shall not
be subject to the tax imposed under this Section.
(2)
The term "instrument of writing" shall include deeds, mortgages, deeds of trust, leases, contracts and
agreements, but shall not include purchase money mortgages, purchase money deeds of trust, assignments of
mortgages or releases.
(3)
On any refinancing of property by the original mortgagor or mortgagors, the tax shall apply only to the
consideration over and above the amount of the original mortgage or deed of trust.
(4)
The County Council may, by ordinance, provide that any instrument of writing for the refinancing of property by
the original mortgagor or mortgagors shall not be subject to the tax imposed under this Section.
(5)
As to a mortgage or deed of trust on the mortgagor's principal residence recorded after the recordation of a
purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust, when more than 12 months has elapsed since the
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recording of the prior mortgage or deed of trust, the County Council may by ordinance exempt all or any part of
the consideration in excess of the amount of the original mortgage or deed of trust.
(b)
(1)
The Council may not impose a tax on the consideration represented by the assumption of a mortgage or deed of
trust on an instrument of writing conveying title to real property between a husband and wife.
(2)
The tax authorized under Subsection (a) of this Section does not apply to a mortgage or deed of trust on property
that is owned by a religious group if the property is exempt from the property tax under Section 7-204 of the
Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(3)
(A)
Subject to the provisions of subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D) of this paragraph, for a sale of improved residential
real property to a Prince George's County classroom teacher who will occupy the residence as a principal
residence, the rate of the transfer tax imposed under this section may not exceed 1.0%.
(B)
If there are two or more grantees, this paragraph does not apply unless at least one grantee is a Prince George's
County classroom teacher.
(C)
To qualify for the rate reduction under this paragraph, at least one grantee, other than a comaker or guarantor,
must:
(i)
Occupy the residence as the grantee's principal residence; and
(ii)
Be employed as a classroom teacher by the Prince George's County Public School System for a minimum of
three (3) years following the purchase of the residential property.
(D)
If a classroom teacher who receives the rate reduction under this paragraph does not satisfy the requirements of
subparagraph (C) of this paragraph, the classroom teacher shall pay the balance of the transfer tax that would
have been payable without the rate reduction.
(4)
(A)
Subject to the provisions of subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D) of this paragraph, for a sale of improved residential
real property to a Prince George's County police officer or deputy sheriff or a municipal police officer who
operates in Prince George's County who will occupy the property as a principal residence:
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(i)
The transfer tax authorized under Subsection (a) of this Section does not apply to the police officer's or deputy
sheriff's first purchase of residential real property in Maryland that is located in Prince George's County; and
(ii)
The rate of the transfer tax authorized under Subsection (a) of this Section may not exceed 1.0% for the police
officer's or deputy sheriff's second or subsequent purchase in Prince George's County.
(B)
If there are two (2) or more grantees, an exemption or rate reduction under this paragraph applies if at least one
(1) grantee is a Prince George's County police officer or deputy sheriff or a municipal police officer who
operates in Prince George's County.
(C)
To qualify for an exemption or a rate reduction under this paragraph, at least one (1) grantee, other than a comaker or guarantor, must:
(i)
Occupy the residence as the grantee's principal residence; and
(ii)
Be employed as a police officer or deputy sheriff by Prince George's County or a municipal corporation in
Prince George's County for a minimum of three (3) years following the purchase of the residential property.
(D)
If a police officer or deputy sheriff who receives an exemption or rate reduction under this paragraph fails to
satisfy the requirements of subparagraph (C) of this paragraph, the police officer or deputy sheriff shall pay the
balance of the transfer tax that would have been payable without the exemption or rate reduction.
(c)
The Council may, by ordinance, provide for deferral or abatement of the tax imposed by this Section on the
transfer of property to fulfill the terms of a valid listing agreement between the grantor or grantee and a valid
contract entered into by the grantor for the purchase of another property. However, a deferral may not be for
more than three hundred sixty-five (365) days, and abatement shall be contingent upon conveyance of all the
grantee's interest to a third party within the same three hundred sixty five (365) days. There shall be no deferral
or abatement of the tax imposed by this Section on the conveyance of title or interest therein to the third party.
(d)
In Prince George's County, if residential real property is intended to be the principal residence of the transferee,
the transferee may elect to pay the transfer tax in six (6) equal installments. The first installment shall be paid on
the date of transfer, and the remaining installments shall be paid on or before the last day of each succeeding
month. If the transfer taxes are paid in installments, there shall be an additional fee established by the Director of
Finance which shall be reasonably equivalent to the interest lost and additional administrative cost resulting
from the payment of the transfer tax in installments. The Director of Finance shall adopt regulations to
implement the provisions of this Section, including regulations establishing the method for calculating the
additional fee required. Any deferred tax and additional fee authorized under this Section shall be a lien against
the property from the time of recordation of the instrument until the tax and fee have been paid in full, unless the
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County Council provides an alternative method for securing payment. Any deferred tax under this Subsection
involving Federal loans or federally insured or guaranteed loans shall take a secondary lien status where so
required by Federal Law. For accounting purposes, Prince George's County may accrue as revenue for the fiscal
year in which the transfer occurs all revenues due from the transfer tax on the transfer, regardless of whether all
of the revenues will actually be collected in that fiscal year.
(e)
Tax revenue collected under this Section exceeding any additional fee for deferred payments authorized under
Subsection (d) of this Section shall be used only for funding of public education within the Instructional
Salaries, Instructional Materials and Related Costs, Special Education, and Fixed Charges budget categories in
the County.
(f)
The governing body of the County may provide by law that instruments of writing recorded as a result of the
transfer of real property from the County or the Housing Authority to organizations certified pursuant to the
County's Opportunity Housing Program and financing for the development of such projects are exempt from the
tax authorized under Subsection (a) of this Section.
(Laws 1957, ch. 784; Laws 1965, ch. 908; Laws 1971, ch. 605; Laws 1979, ch. 685, 686; Laws 1984, ch. 151;
Laws 1985, ch. 342; Laws 1987, ch. 538, ch. 655; Laws 1993, ch. 342, 575; Laws 1995, ch. 68; Laws 1997, ch.
444; Laws 2001, ch. 540; Laws 2006, ch. 373; Laws 2007, ch. 248; Laws 2015, ch. 47)
Editor's note— Both Chapters 685 and 686 of Laws 1979 added a new Subsection 10-187(b) to the County
Code. For clarity, the new Subsection wording contained in Ch. 686 was codified as Subsection 10-187(c).
Laws 1984, ch. 151, authorized an increase in the transfer tax from 1% to 1 1/2%.
Laws 1989, ch. 244, provided this authority would expire July 1, 1990.
Laws 1990, ch. 353, extended this authority to expire July 1, 1991.
Laws 1991, ch. 595, extended this authority to expire July 1, 1992, and provided that the County shall comply
with the maintenance of effort provisions of Section 5-202(b)(3)(ii) of the Education Article for Fiscal Year
1992.
Laws 1992, ch. 365, extended this authority to expire on July 1, 1993.
Laws 1993, ch. 342, extended this authority to expire on July 1, 1995.
Laws 1995, ch. 68, provided that the 1.5% transfer tax be gradually reduced to 1.0% by July 1, 2000.
Laws 1997, ch. 444, authorized a transfer tax not to exceed 1.4%.
Sec. 10-188. - Transfer tax; computation; collection; instrument of writing; deferral or abatement.
(a)
A tax is imposed at the rate of one and four-tenths percent (1.4%) of actual consideration paid or to be paid
under every instrument of writing conveying title to real property, or any interest therein, in the County, offered
for record and recorded in the County.
(1)
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Conveyances to the State or any agency thereof or any political subdivision of the State shall not be subject to
the tax imposed by this Section.
(b)
In the case of a lease for a term of years, not perpetually renewable, the tax provided for in this Section shall be
computed and be based upon the capitalization at ten percent (10%) of the average annual rent over the entire
term of the lease, including any renewable term, plus the actual consideration other than rent paid or to be paid.
Where the average annual rental cannot be determined or accurately estimated from the terms contained in the
lease for payment thereof, the tax shall be based upon eighty percent (80%) of the assessed value of the property
described in the lease.
(c)
The Director of Finance is designated the collecting officer in the County to collect the tax imposed by this
Section.
(d)
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, instrument of writing shall include deeds, mortgages, deeds of trust, leases,
contracts and agreements, but shall not include purchase money mortgages, purchase money deeds of trust,
assignments of mortgages, or releases. Upon any refinancing of property by the original mortgagor or
mortgagors, the tax shall apply only to the consideration over and above the amount of the original mortgage or
deed of trust. Any mortgage or deed of trust on a mortgagor's principal residence recorded after the recordation
of a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust, where more than twelve months has elapsed
since the recording of the prior mortgage or deed of trust, shall be exempt from the tax imposed by this Section.
(2)
For purposes of this Section, "purchase money mortgage" or "purchase money deed of trust" means a mortgage
or deed of trust that:
(i)
Is given by the transferee of real property with respect to the property purchased;
(ii)
Is delivered as part of the same transaction as the instrument of writing that transfers the property purchased and
that is subject to the County transfer tax;
(iii)
Recites on its face that it secures, in whole or in part, the purchase money for the property or otherwise recites
on its face that it is a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust;
(iv)
Is fully executed within 30 days of the date that the instrument of writing transferring the property is fully
executed; and
(v)
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Is recorded no later than 30 days after the date that the instrument of writing transferring the property is duly
recorded.
(3)
For the purposes of this Section, the date that an instrument is fully executed is the later of:
(i)
The date of the last acknowledgment; or
(ii)
The date on the instrument of writing.
(e)
Taxes imposed by this Section shall be deferred or abated for not more than one hundred and eighty (180) days
on the transfer of property to fulfill the terms of a valid listing agreement, subject to the following requirements
and conditions:
(1)
The party offering for record an instrument in writing transferring title as part of such listing agreement shall
certify, in writing on said instrument, that the transfer of property is to fulfill the terms of a valid listing
agreement between the grantor and grantee; that a valid contract has been entered into by the grantor for the
purchase of another property; and that it is the intent to transfer all interest in such property to a third party
within the same one hundred and eighty (180) days.
(2)
There shall be no deferral or abatement of the tax imposed by this Section upon the conveyance of title or
interest to a third party.
(3)
Failure to offer for record an instrument in writing transferring title to the third party within the same one
hundred and eighty (180) days shall result in a lien being placed on such property for the taxes otherwise
required by this Section.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1965, Secs. 1, 2; Gen. Res. No. 29-1965, Sec. 1; CB-21-1971; CB-92-1973; CB-100-1974;
CB-54-1980; CB-53-1984; CB-59-1984; CB-20-1987; CB-57-1987; CB-118-1989; CB-45-1992; CB-13-1993;
CB-18-1993; CB-6-1995; CB-60-1997; CB-50-2001; CB-87-2002)
Editor's note— CB-53-1984 increased the transfer tax rate from 1% to 1 1/2%. CB-53-1984, as amended by
CB-57-1987, provided that the 1 1/2% transfer tax remain in effect until July 1, 1989. CB-118-1989 deleted the
July 1, 1989, sunset provision to allow the 1 1/2% transfer tax rate to remain in effect.
Sec. 10-189. - Payment of tax; notation.
The party offering for record an instrument in writing transferring title to real property, or an interest therein, in
the County shall pay the tax imposed to the Director of Finance. Upon such payment, the Director shall enter a
notation of the payment upon the instrument of writing conveying title.
(Laws 1957, ch. 784; Laws 1966, ch. 908, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-5)
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Sec. 10-190. - Property outside County; mortgages.
(a)
In the case of deeds conveying property lying partly within and partly without the County, the tax shall apply
only to such proportion of the consideration paid or to be paid as the value of the property within this County
bears to the value of the whole property conveyed.
(b)
Upon deeds of trust or mortgages conveying property lying partly within and partly without the County, the tax
shall apply only to such proportion of the debt secured as the value of the property within the County bears to
the value of the whole property conveyed.
(Laws 1957, ch. 784; Laws 1966, ch. 908, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-5)
Sec. 10-191. - Payment of tax required; misrepresentation.
(a)
No person shall offer for record an instrument of writing conveying title to any property, or any interest thereon,
subject to the tax imposed by Section 10-188 without having paid the tax. No person shall misrepresent the
amount of the actual consideration in such transaction.
(b)
The transfer tax imposed by Section 10-188 on the conveyance of a single-family residential dwelling may be
deemed paid for purposes of Sections 10-189 and 10-191(a) upon payment by personal note in such form, terms,
and amount as may be acceptable to the Director of Finance. In any event, the Director of Finance shall be
required to accept a note which is not due in less than ninety (90) days.
(Laws 1957, ch. 784; Laws 1966, ch. 908, Sec. 1; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-5; CB-53-1984)
Sec. 10-192. - Recordation tax; rates.
(a)
The recordation tax imposed by Title 12, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, on written
instruments, shall be at the rate of Two Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($2.75) for each Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) on all instruments of writing subject to the tax.
(b)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 12-108(a)(2), Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, the tax is
levied on all instruments of writing that secure the repayment of any indebtedness funded in any part, directly or
indirectly, from the proceeds of bonds issued under Title 5, Article 83A, Annotated Code of Maryland, relating
to industrial buildings for counties and municipalities.
(c)
The tax imposed shall be paid to and collected by the Director of the Office of Finance of Prince George's
County. Recordation taxes collected under the provisions of Subsection (b) shall be paid into the "Bus Service
Fund," created and operated pursuant to the requirements of Section 10-255.01.
(CB-121-1983; CB-10-2008; CB-28-2011; CB-26-2012; CB-38-2015)
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Editor's note— Section 2 of Chapter 10, Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland, 2008, provides that the
recordation tax shall return to $2.20 on July 1, 2011 without any further legislative action.
Section 2 of Chapter 30, Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland, 2012, provides that the recordation tax
shall return to Two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2.50) on July 1, 2015.
SUBDIVISION 2. - SCHOOL FACILITIES SURCHARGE.
Sec. 10-192.01. - School facilities surcharge.
(a)
(1)
The governing body of Prince George's County, by resolution, shall impose a school facilities surcharge on new
residential construction for which a building permit is issued on or after July 1, 2003.
(2)
(A)
Except as provided under subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, the County Council may impose a school facilities
surcharge on new residential construction for which a building permit is issued on or after July 1, 2003, by a
municipal corporation in Prince George's County with zoning authority and the authority to issue building
permits.
(B)
The County Council may not impose a school facilities surcharge on new residential construction for which a
building permit is issued by a municipal corporation if Prince George's County has collected a surcharge on
issuance of a County permit for the same new residential construction.
(b)
(1)
(A) For Fiscal Year 2004, a school facilities surcharge imposed on a single-family detached dwelling,
townhouse, or dwelling unit for any other building containing more than a single dwelling unit shall be in the
amount of:
(i)
Except as provided in items (ii) and (iii) of this subparagraph, Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000);
(ii)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of
Columbia; and
(iii)
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) if the building is included within a Basic Plan or Conceptual Site Plan that
abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority or by the Maryland Transit Administration.
(B)
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For Fiscal Year 2005 and each succeeding fiscal year, the facilities surcharge established in subparagraph (A) of
this paragraph shall be adjusted for inflation in accordance with the Consumer Price Index for all urban
consumers published by the United States Department of Labor, for the fiscal year preceding the year for which
the amount is being calculated.
(2)
The school facilities surcharge does not apply to a mixed retirement development or elderly housing.
(3)
The school facilities surcharge does not apply to a single-family detached dwelling that is to be built or
subcontracted by an individual owner in a minor subdivision and that is intended to be used as the owner's
personal residence.
(4)
(A)
The school facilities surcharge does not apply to multi-family housing:
(i)
Designated as student housing that that is located in the area within the campus of Capitol Technology
University located adjacent to and east of Springfield Road in Parcels 1 and 2 in the subdivision of land known
as "Parcels 1 and 2, Capitol Institute of Technology", as per plat recorded in Plat Book NLP 115 at Plat 31
among the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland;
(ii)
Designated as student housing by Bowie State University and the governing body of Prince George's County
that is located within 1 mile of Bowie State University.
(B)
(i)
Subject to subsubparagraph (ii) of this subparagraph, the school facilities surcharge does not apply to multifamily housing that is located in the City of College Park and designated as graduate student housing by the City
of College Park.
(ii)
The County Council may, by Resolution, reverse a designation by the City of College Park of multi-family
housing as graduate student housing within 60 days of the designation.
(C)
If the housing is converted from student housing or graduate student housing to multi-family housing for the
general population, the owner of the property shall pay, at the time of the conversion, the school facilities
surcharge in accordance with the laws at the time of the conversion.
(D)
To promote the goals of the University District Vision 2020, as that vision or plan may be amended from time to
time, on recommendation of the City of College Park, the governing body of Prince George's County, by
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Resolution, may exempt some or all of the school facilities surcharge for undergraduate student housing build
west of U.S. Route 1, North of Knox Road and south of Metzerott Road.
(5)
The school facilities surcharge does not apply to a single-family dwelling unit that is to be built or subcontracted
by an individual owner to replace on the same lot a previously existing single-family dwelling unit that was
destroyed by fire, explosion, or a natural disaster if the single-family dwelling unit is:
(A)
Similar to the previously existing single-family dwelling unit; and
(B)
Owned and occupied by the same individual who owned and occupied the previously existing single-family
dwelling unit.
(6)
The school facilities surcharge does not apply to a single-family attached dwelling unit if the single-family
dwelling unit is:
(A)
Located in a residential revitalization project;
(B)
Located in Transportation Service Area 1 as defined in the Prince George's County General Plan;
(C)
Located in a Transforming Neighborhoods Initiative (TNI) Area;
(D)
Located on the same property as previously existing multi-family dwelling units;
(E)
Developed at a lower density than the previously existing multi-family dwelling units;
(F)
Offered for sale only on a fee simple basis; and
(G)
Located on a property that is less than 6 acres in size.
(c)
(1)
The School Facilities surcharge under this section shall be reduced by 50% for multi-family housing projects,
with a building permit issued on or after April 1, 2019, constructed:
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(A)
Within an approved Transit District Overlay Zone; or
(B)
Where there is no approved Transit District Overlay Zone, within one-quarter mile of a Metro Station or a
MARC Station.
(2)
The school facilities surcharge under this section does not apply to a dwelling unit that is a studio apartment or
an efficiency apartment if the dwelling unit is located:
(A)
Within the Regional Transit Districts and Local Centers (Growth Policy Areas), as defined in the Approved
Prince George's County General Plan (Plan 2035), including the area of the approved 2010 Central US 1
Corridor Approved Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment;
(B)
Within an Approved Transit District Overlay Zone; or
(C)
Where there is no approved Transit District Overlay Zone, within one-quarter mile of a Metro Station or a
MARC Station.
(3)
The governing body of Prince George's County may reduce the school facilities surcharge by a percentage not
exceeding 50% for dwelling units in multi-family housing constructed where there is no approved Transit
District Overlay Zone, within one-quarter mile of a Purple Line Station.
(d)
The school facilities surcharge shall be paid by the seller at the time a building permit is issued for the dwelling
unit. The school facilities surcharge may not be construed to be a settlement cost.
(e)
Payment of the school facilities surcharge does not eliminate any authority to apply any test concerning the
adequacy of school facilities under the County's adequate public facility ordinance.
(f)
Revenue collected under the school facilities surcharge shall be deposited in a separate account and may only be
used to pay for:
(1)
Additional or expanded public school facilities such as renovations to existing school buildings or other systemic
changes; or
(2)
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Debt service on bonds issued for additional or expanded public school facilities or new school construction.
(g)
Revenue collected under the school facilities surcharge is intended to supplement funding for public school
facilities and may not supplant other County or State funding for school construction.
(h)
The County Executive of Prince George's County shall prepare an annual report on the school facilities
surcharge on or before August 31 of each year for the County Council of Prince George's County, the Prince
George's County Senate Delegation, and the Prince George's County House Delegation, to include:
(1)
A detailed description of how fees were expended; and
(2)
The amount of fees collected.
(i)
This Section does not apply to any property located in an infrastructure finance district approved before January
1, 2000.
(Laws 1995, ch. 66; Laws 1997, ch. 500; Laws 1998, ch. 710; Laws 2000, ch. 456; Laws 2002, ch. 254; Laws
2003, ch. 431; Laws 2007; ch. 166; Laws 2008, ch. 108; Laws 2011, ch. 612; Laws 2013, ch. 685; Laws 2014,
ch. 637; Laws 2016, ch. 733; Laws 2017, ch. 455; Laws 2019, ch. 351; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— Section 4-352 provides for the payment of the school facilities surcharge.
CR-45-2005 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2006, effective July 1, 2005.
CR-53-2006 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2007, effective July 1, 2006.
CR-50-2007 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2008, effective July 1, 2007, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$7,870

All other buildings

$13,493

CR-48-2008 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2009, effective July 1, 2008, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,177
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All other buildings

$14,019

CR-63-2009 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2010, effective July 1, 2009, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,120

All other buildings

$13,921

CR-56-2010 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2011, effective July 1, 2010, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,299

All other buildings

$14,227

CR-51-2011 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2012, effective July 1, 2011, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,565

All other buildings

$14,682

CR-46-2012 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2013, effective July 1, 2012 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,762

All other buildings

$15,020

CR-66-2013 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2014, effective July 1, 2013 as follows:
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Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$8,858

All other buildings

$15,185

Editor's note— Chapter 2 of Laws 2013, ch. 685 provides that it shall take effect October 1, 2013, shall remain
effective for a period of 5 years and at the end of September 30, 2018, with no further action required by the
General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.
CR-55-2014 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2015, effective July 1, 2014 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,035

All other buildings

$15,489

CR-35-2015 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2016, effective July 1, 2015 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,017

All other buildings

$15,458

Editor's note— CB-7-2016 amends Section 4-352 of the County Code to clarify that the terms enacted by the
Maryland General Assembly within Ch. 685, 2013, Laws of Maryland, a public local law in effect until October
1, 2018, notwithstanding certain terminology changes approved by the Council by way of CR-26-2014 for the
2014 General Plan, Plan Prince George's 2035. In order to conserve and promote economic development through
multifamily projects that further the County's core development policies, the Council adopted CR-23-2016 on
April 5, 2016, as a temporary measure in accordance with the County Charter until CB-7-2016 becomes
effective.
CR-50-2016 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2017, effective July 1, 2016 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,116

All other buildings

$15,628
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CR-57-2017 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2018, effective July 1, 2017 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,317

All other buildings

$15,972

CR-38-2018 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2019, effective July 1, 2018 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,550

All other buildings

$16,371

CR-55-2019 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2020, effective July 1, 2019 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,741

All other buildings

$16,698

CR-44-2020 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2021, effective July 1, 2020 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia
and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

$9,770

All other buildings

$16,748

CR-65-2021 established the school facilities surcharge for Fiscal Year 2022, effective July 1, 2021 as follows:
Construction

Fee

Buildings located between Interstate Highway 495 and the District of Columbia

$10,180
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and buildings included within a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an
existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
All other buildings

$17,451

Editor's note— Pursuant to SECTION 2, Ch. 685, 2013, Laws of Maryland, the following language in Sec. 10192.01(c)(1) and (2) shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect:
[(1) The school facilities surcharge under this section shall be reduced by 50% for multifamily housing
constructed:
(A) within an approved transit district overlay zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018;
(B) where there is no approved transit district overlay zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018, within onequarter mile of a metro station; or
(C) within the Bowie State MARC Local Center designated boundary.
(2) The school facilities surcharge under this section does not apply to a dwelling unit that is a studio apartment
or efficiency apartment if the dwelling unit is located:
(A) within an approved transit district overlay zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018; or
(B) where there is no approved transit district overlay zone as designated prior to January 1, 2018, within onequarter mile of a metro station.]
Editor's note— Pursuant to SECTION 4, Ch. 351, 2019, Laws of Maryland, Sections 2 and 3 shall remain
effective for a period of 2 years and, at the end of June 30, 2021, Sections 2 and 3, with no further action
required by the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.
Editor's note— CR-67-2020 provides that the school facilities surcharge required in Section 10-192.01(a) of the
Prince George's County Code is hereby fully exempted, for the residential units used for undergraduate student
housing in the Northgate Project, and building permits may be issued for the dwelling units, with no payment of
the surcharge.
Editor's note— Pursuant to SECTION 2 of Ch. 585 2021 states that the Prince George's County Council shall:
1. Review and make recommendations on whether the level of funding the county receives from the school
facilities surcharge and the public safety surcharge is sufficient to meet the needs of the county; and
2. On or before December 31, 2021, report its findings to the members of the Prince George's County
Delegation to the General Assembly, in accordance with section 2-1257 of the State Government Article.
Pursuant to SECTION 3, Chapter 585 2021, Laws of Maryland, on or before December 1, 2022, Prince Georges
County shall report its findings to: the Prince George's County Council, the Prince George's County School
Board, and, in accordance with section 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the members of the Prince
George's County Delegation to the General Assembly.
Pursuant to SECTION 4, Chapter 585 of the Acts of 2021, Sections 2 and 3 of Chapter shall remain effective for
a period of 5 years and at the end of June 30, 2024, Sections 2 and 3 of this Act, with no further action required
by the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect."
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Editor's note— Pursuant to CR-15-2021 the school facilities surcharge required in Section 10-192.01(a) of the
Prince George's County Code is fully exempted, for the property included in the Union on Knox Project, and
building permits may be issued for the dwelling units, with no payment of the surcharge.
Editor's note— Pursuant to CR-74-2021 the school facilities surcharge required in Section 10-192.01(a) of the
Prince George's County Code is hereby fully exempted for the property in The HUB project, and building
permits may be issued for the dwelling units, with no payment of the surcharge.
SUBDIVISION 3. - SALES AND USE TAX ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE.
Sec. 10-192.02. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subdivision, the following terms shall have the following meaning:
(1)
Director shall mean the Director of Finance or the Director's designee.
(2)
Mobile Telecommunications Sourcing Act means the Federal Mobile Telecommunications Sourcing Act, P.L.
106-252.
(3)
Service Address means the location of the telecommunications equipment to which a call is charged, regardless
of where the call is billed or paid; and in the case of mobile telecommunications service, the location of the
customer's place of primary use as defined in the Mobile Telecommunications Sourcing Act.
(4)
User shall mean any person who purchases or acquires for use telecommunications service subject to the tax
imposed under this Subdivision.
(5)
Vendor shall mean any person who sells, distributes, or delivers telecommunications service subject to the tax
imposed under this Subdivision.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.03. - Sales and use tax on telecommunications service levied and imposed.
(a)
There is hereby levied and imposed a sales and use tax on telecommunications service in Prince George's
County as set forth in Section 10-192.04. The tax rate shall be nine percent (9%) on the gross receipts for
telecommunications service in Prince George's County as provided under this Subdivision. For purposes of this
Subdivision, gross receipts shall not include any Federal, State or Local taxes and any Federal, State or Local
fees or surcharges.
(CB-37-2002; CB-37-2015)
Sec. 10-192.04. - Applicability.
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(a)
Except as otherwise provided in this Subdivision, the sales and use tax imposed under Section 10-192.03 shall
apply to telecommunications service that:
(1)
Originates and terminates in Prince George's County;
or
(2)
Originates or terminates in Prince George's County and has a service address in Prince George's County.
(b)
Notwithstanding Subsection (a) of this Section, for customer bills to which the amendment made by the Mobile
Telecommunications Sourcing Act applies, the sales and use tax imposed under Section 10-192.03 shall apply to
mobile telecommunications services to the fullest extent authorized under Section 117(b) of the Mobile
Telecommunications Sourcing Act.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.05. - Exemptions.
(a)
A tax imposed under Section 10-192.03 does not apply to:
(1)
Telecommunications services provided to a person to whom a sale of tangible personal property or a taxable
service is exempt under Section 11-204 or Section 11-220 of the Tax-General Article; or
(2)
A prepaid telephone calling arrangement that is a taxable service under Title 11 of the Tax-General Article.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.06. - Collection.
(a)
The tax shall be itemized on each bill for telecommunications service in Prince George's County.
(b)
Each vendor providing telecommunications service in Prince George's County shall collect the tax on behalf of
the County and remit the tax to the County.
(c)
Each vendor shall have the same rights against the user for the collection of this tax as for the collection of the
telecommunications service bill.
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(d)
To compensate for the cost of collecting and remitting the sales and use tax on telecommunications service in
Prince George's County, each vendor may retain one-half of one percent (.5%) of the collections remitted to the
County in accordance with Section 10-192.06(f).
(e)
To compensate Prince George's County for the cost of administration of the collection of the sales and use tax on
telecommunications service in the County, Prince George's County may retain one-half of one percent (.5%) of
the collections remitted to the County in accordance with Section 10-192.06(f).
(f)
Each vendor shall pay the tax and shall report upon such forms and set forth such information as the Director of
Finance may prescribe. The report and payment of the tax shall be made on or before the fifteenth day of each
month, covering the preceding calendar month.
(g)
Any vendor who fails or refuses to remit to the Director the taxes imposed under this Subdivision shall be liable
for the taxes due.
(h)
Whenever a vendor fails or refuses to remit the taxes due or to make proper return to the Director of Finance,
within the time and in the amount specified, the vendor shall be assessed the amount of taxes due, plus interest
on the amount of tax due at the rate of one percent (1%) per month or fraction thereof and penalty on the amount
of tax due at five percent (5%) per month or fraction thereof until paid, not to exceed a total of twenty-five
percent (25%) of the amount of taxes due. The interest and penalty is collected as part of the tax.
(i)
Whenever any vendor stops doing business or otherwise disposes of the business, any tax payable to the County
is immediately due and payable and the vendor must within ten (10) business days make a report and pay any
tax due.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.07. - Dedication of sales and use tax on telecommunications service.
(a)
(1)
Except as provided in Section 10-192.06(d) and Section 10-192.06(e), the sales and use tax imposed under
Section 10-192.03 shall be used only for operating expenditures of the Prince George's County school system.
(2)
The proceeds provided under Section 10-192.03 for operating expenditures of the Prince George's County school
system may not be used to supplant any State aid for education provided to the County, or any County funds
provided to the Prince George's County school system.
(CB-37-2002)
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Sec. 10-192.08. - Records.
(a)
Every vendor shall keep all invoices and other pertinent records and documents as are necessary to determine the
amount of taxes due or otherwise comply with the provisions of this Subdivision. Vendors shall maintain said
records for a minimum of three (3) years after the close of the calendar year. Such records and other documents
of vendors shall be open at all times during regular business hours for inspection or examination by the Director
or other duly authorized representatives, agents, or employees of the County.
(b)
When any vendor fails to keep records or data from which the tax imposed under Section 10-192.03 may be
accurately computed, the Director may make use of any reasonable alternative for determining the amount of tax
due and owing based on the estimates of the amount of telecommunications service provided. Such
determinations by the Director shall be presumed valid.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.09. - Penalty.
a) In addition to the interest and penalty prescribed in Section 10-192.06(h), any vendor willfully failing to remit
to the Director the taxes actually collected under this Subdivision, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
in accordance with Section 1-123 of the Code.
(CB-37-2002)
Sec. 10-192.10. - Powers of the Director of Finance.
(a)
In addition to the powers granted to the Director in connection with the administration of the collection of the
tax imposed under Section 10-192.03, the Director is hereby authorized and empowered:
(1)
To make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as the Director may deem necessary or proper to fully
provide for the collection of the tax imposed under Section 10-192.03 and to fully implement exemptions from
such tax;
(2)
To audit the records of any vendor to assure compliance with the provisions of this Subdivision;
(3)
To compromise disputed claims in connection with the tax imposed under Section 10-192.03;
(4)
To delegate any of the Director's powers, duties, and functions in connection with the administration of the
collection of the tax imposed under Subdivision as deemed necessary; and
(5)
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To extend for good cause shown, the time required of vendors for filing any return required to be filed under this
Subdivision, for such period of time as the Director may deem reasonable.
(CB-37-2002)
SUBDIVISION 4. - PUBLIC SAFETY AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SURCHARGE.
Sec. 10-192.11. - Public safety and behavioral health surcharge.
(a)
The governing body of Prince George's County, by Resolution, may impose a public safety and behavioral
health surcharge on new residential construction for which a building permit is issued by the County unless a
preliminary plan for the residential development was approved on or before July 1, 2005.
(b)
(1)
Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this Subsection, a public safety and behavioral health surcharge imposed
on a single-family detached dwelling, town house, or dwelling unit for any other building containing more than a
single dwelling unit shall be in the amount of:
(A)
Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000); or
(B)
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000) for construction in:
(i)
Transportation Service Area 1, as defined by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in
the Prince George's County Approved General Plan; and
(ii)
An area included in a basic plan or conceptual site plan that abuts an existing or planned mass transit rail station
site operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and complies with the requirements of any
sector plan, or master plan approved by the Prince George's County District Council.
(2)
The public safety and behavioral health surcharge does not apply to a single-family detached dwelling that is to
be built or subcontracted by an individual owner in a minor subdivision and that is intended to be used as the
owner's personal residence.
(3)
The governing body of Prince George's County may waive any surcharge imposed under Subsection (b)(1)(B) of
this Section.
(c)
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The public safety and behavioral health surcharge shall be paid by the seller at the time a building permit is
issued for the dwelling unit. The public safety surcharge may not be construed to be a settlement cost.
(d)
(1)
(A) Subject to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, payment of the public safety and behavioral health surcharge
requires that any test concerning the adequacy of the County's police facilities under the County's adequate
public facility ordinance shall be based on the County police response time applied:
(i)
In the vicinity of the property that is the subject of a Preliminary Subdivision Plan application; and
(ii)
In areas that are within reasonable proximity of the property.
(B)
If the property that is the subject of a Preliminary Subdivision Plan application is located in the Rural and
Agricultural Areas as defined by the Prince George's County Approved General Plan, payment of the public
safety surcharge requires that any test concerning the adequacy of the County's police facilities be based on
response times from within the Rural and Agricultural Areas.
(2)
Payment of the public facilities surcharge requires that any test concerning the adequacy of the County's fire and
emergency medical services:
(A)
Be based solely on a response time for the first due station in the vicinity of the property that is the subject of a
Preliminary Subdivision Plan; and
(B)
May not require less than seven (7) minutes travel time as determined by the County Fire Chief.
(e)
(1)
Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Subsection, revenue collected under the public safety and behavioral
health surcharge shall be distributed by the governing body of Prince George's County to police, fire, emergency
medical services, and behavioral health programs in the County.
(2)
(A)
At least twenty five percent (25%) of the revenue collected from a surcharge imposed on construction that is
located in a municipal corporation that maintains a police department shall be distributed to that municipal
corporation's police department.
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(B)
The revenue collected from a surcharge imposed on construction that is located in the City of Laurel shall be
distributed as follows:
(i)
Fifty percent (50%) to Prince George's County fire and rescue services; and
(ii)
Fifty percent (50%) to the Laurel police department for the construction or rehabilitation of public safety
facilities or the purchase of equipment or communications devices used in connection with law enforcement.
(3)
Revenue collected under this Section may be used only for:
(A)
The construction or rehabilitation of public safety facilities;
(B)
The purchase of equipment or communications devices used in connection with law enforcement, fire fighting,
or emergency services activities, including protective body armor, surveillance devices, weapons, ladder trucks,
ambulances, police cruisers, and rescue vehicles;
(C)
The operation of behavioral health programs offered by the County; or
(D)
The construction or rehabilitation of behavioral health program facilities in the County.
(f)
Revenue collected under the public safety and behavioral health surcharge is intended to supplement funding for
public safety facilities and equipment and may not supplant other County or State funding for public safety
facilities and equipment.
(g)
The County Executive of Prince George's County shall prepare an annual report on the public safety and
behavioral health surcharge on or before March 1 of each year for the County Council of Prince George's
County, the Prince George's County Senate Delegation, and the Prince George's County House Delegation, to
include:
(1)
A detailed description of how the fees were expended; and
(2)
The amount of fees collected.
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(Chapter 594, Laws of Md., 2005; Chapter 632, Laws of Md., 2007; Chapter 684, Laws of Md., 2013; Chapter
351, Laws of Md., 2019; Chapter 567, Laws of Md., 2021; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— CR-20-2006 partially waived the public safety surcharge for property included in the EYA
Hyattsville Redevelopment Project and directed that the funds from the partially waived public safety surcharge
will be used for a joint project between the County and the City of Hyattsville.
CR-54-2006 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2007, effective July 1, 2006.
CR-22-2007 provides a waiver of the public safety facilities surcharge for the property included in the Newton
Green Senior Housing Project in Bladensburg.
CR-51-2007 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2008, effective July 1, 2007, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,124
All other buildings

$6,371

CR-49-2008 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2009, effective July 1, 2008, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,207
All other buildings

$6,619

CR-64-2009 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2010, effective July 1, 2009, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,192
All other buildings

$6,573

CR-55-2010 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2011, effective July 1, 2010, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,240
All other buildings

$6,718

CR-1-2011 approved a partial waiver of the adequate public safety facilities surcharge for all residential units
within the mixed-use EYA Hyattsville Redevelopment Project.
CR-50-2011 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2012, effective July 1, 2011, as follows:
Construction

Fee
962/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Developed Tier construction $2,312
All other buildings

$6,933

CR-45-2012 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2013, effective July 1, 2012, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,365
All other buildings

$7,092

CR-65-2013 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2014, effective July 1, 2013, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,391
All other buildings

$7,170

CR-130-2013 approves a partial waiver of the adequate public facilities surcharge for all residential units within
the Patriots Landing Redevelopment Project.
CR-56-2014 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2015, effective July 1, 2014, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,439
All other buildings

$7,314

CR-5-2015 approves a partial waiver of the adequate public safety facilities surcharge for all residential units
within the mixed-use Carrollton Station Project.
CR-34-2015 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2016, effective July 1, 2015, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,434
All other buildings

$7,299

CR-49-2016 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2017, effective July 1, 2016, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,461
All other buildings

$7,379
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CR-56-2017 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2018, effective July 1, 2017, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,515
All other buildings

$7,541

CR-37-2018 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2019, effective July 1, 2018, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,578
All other buildings

$7,730

CR-54-2019 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2020, effective July 1, 2019, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,630
All other buildings

$7,885

CR-43-2020 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2021, effective July 1, 2020, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,638
All other buildings

$7,909

CR-85-2020 provides that the public safety facilities surcharge shall be partially waived by no greater than fifty
percent (50%) for the Atworth Project.
CR-14-2021 provides that the public safety facilities surcharge shall be partially waived by no greater than fifty
percent (50%) for the Southern Gateway Project.
CR-044-2021 provides for a 50% waiver of the public safety facilities surcharge for all residential units of the
mixed-use Urban Atlantic Development Multifamily-Phase 2 ("Urban Atlantic").
CR-66-2021 established the public safety surcharge for Fiscal Year 2022, effective July 1, 2021, as follows:
Construction

Fee

Developed Tier construction $2,749
All other buildings

$8,241
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CR-116-2021 approves a full waiver of the school facilities surcharge for all residential units within the ASPENMARYLAND (Building 1) mixed-use student housing project.
DIVISION 8. - TAX ASSESSMENT, LEVY, AND COLLECTION.
SUBDIVISION 1. - INCOME TAX.
Sec. 10-193. - County Income Tax.
Pursuant to Tax-General Article, Section 10-106, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, each County shall
establish a County income tax equal to at least twenty percent (20%) and not more than sixty percent (60%) of
the State income tax for an individual. The County income tax is established in an amount equal to sixty percent
(60%) of the Maryland State income tax for an individual for each of the residents of Prince George's County
effective January 1, 1995.
(Gen. Res. No. 14-1969, Sec. 1; CB-115-1973; CB-45-1992; CB-77-1993; CB-3-1995)
Editor's note— CR-58-1992 increased the County income tax rate to 60% for calendar years 1992, 1993, and
1994, and provided that the tax rate would revert to 50% on January 1, 1995.
CB-47-1994 provided that the County income tax rate shall continue at the 60% rate until January 1, 1995, at
which time the rate shall be 58% until January 1, 1996, at which time the rate shall be 55%.
CB-3-1995 reestablished the County income tax rate at 60% retroactively effective to January 1, 1995.
Laws 1999, Chapter 493, provided that notwithstanding any other provision of law, the County income tax rate
in each County shall be determined by the table set forth in Section 3. For Prince George's County, the rates are:
1999 — 3.01%

2001 — 3.04%

2000 — 3.00%

2002 — 3.10%

CR-29-2003 increased the County income tax rate from 3.10% to 3.20% effective for tax years beginning
January 1, 2004.
CB-35-2006, Section 6, lowered the County income tax rate from 3.20% to 3.10% effective for tax years
beginning January 1, 2007.
CR-22-2008 increased the County income tax rate from 3.10% to 3.20% effective for tax years beginning
January 1, 2009.
SUBDIVISION 1A. - PROPERTY TAX.
Sec. 10-193.01. - Date of finality.
In accordance with the provisions of Section 1-101, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, April 1
and October 1, are hereby established as quarterly dates of finality.
(CB-18-1976)
Editor's note— Section 9-301 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, requires that
applications for tax credits be filed on or before October 1 of each taxable year in order to receive the credit.
Sec. 10-194. - Tax exempt real property.
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(a)
All property authorized for exemption under Section 9-318, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
is hereby declared to be exempt. The exemptions permitted for community civic associations and corporations
under Section 9-318(c), Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, shall be granted only if:
(1)
Title to the property is held by a nonprofit community civic association or corporation which does not have the
power by law through covenant(s) or other powers to assess fees based on property value against residents or
property owners;
(2)
The property is dedicated in perpetuity by appropriate plat or deed restriction to the use of the lot owners within
the community or development;
(3)
The use of such property and improvements thereon by the lot owners for community purposes within the
community or development is not conditioned upon the payment of dues, fees, or other compensation; and
(4)
Such property has been improved for recreational, social, or cultural uses prior to July 1, 1977.
(b)
Application and proof of claims shall be filed with the tax assessor for Prince George's County. All applications
filed prior to October 1, 1977, and subsequently approved, shall be effective for the tax levy year beginning July
1, 1977.
(CR-37-1977; CB-134-1979)
Editor's note— CR-73-1979 provided that property owned and utilized by the Chapel Hill Citizens Association
shall be granted a tax credit equal to the County and special district taxes upon the annual application and proof
of claim.
CR-45-1981 authorized the County Executive to negotiate a payment in lieu of taxes for the National Council of
Senior Citizens and to provide an exemption from real property tax.
CR-121-1981 provided a tax credit for property owned by the Clinton Boys and Girls Club in the amount of
County and special district taxes upon annual application and proof of claim.
CR-67-1982 provided a tax credit to the Piscataway Hills Civic Association retroactively for FY 1981-1982.
CB-141-1986 granted a tax credit for certain property owned by the Prince George's County Parks and
Recreation Foundation.
CB-90-1990 granted a tax credit effective taxable year beginning July 1, 1990, for qualifying real property that
is owned by the American Institute of Physics.
CR-108-1992 authorized the County Executive to enter into an agreement with the Housing Authority and
Parkview at Snow Hill Limited Partnership for the payment of a negotiated sum in lieu of County real property
taxes.
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CR-55-1994 authorized the County Executive to negotiate a payment in lieu of taxes for the Park Seton Elderly
Housing Project and provide an exemption from real property tax.
CR-94-1994 authorized the County Executive to negotiate a payment in lieu of taxes for the Prince George's
County VOA Living Center I, Inc.
CB-124-1994 granted a tax credit effective taxable year beginning July 1, 1994, for qualifying real property
owned by the Free State Riding Club, Inc.
CR-31-1999 approved payment in lieu of taxes for University Landing at Langley Apartment Project.
CB-42-2000 granted a tax credit, effective with the taxable year beginning July 1, 2000, for certain real property
owned by a Boys and Girls Club chartered by the Prince George's County Boys and Girls Club, Incorporated.
CR-45-2000 approved the terms and conditions of a property tax deferral by Prince George's County.
CB-7-2001 granted a tax credit, effective with the taxable year beginning July 2, 2001, for certain real property
owned by the Lake Arbor Foundation, Incorporated.
CR-67-2001 approved payment in lieu of taxes for the elderly component of Windsor Crossing. (formerly
known as Manchester Square Apartments).
CR-68-2001 approved payment in lieu of taxes for the multifamily component of Windsor Crossing (formerly
known as Manchester Square Apartments).
CB-64-2001 granted a tax credit for certain real property owned by the Crescent Cities Charities, Inc.
CR-13-2005 approved the terms and conditions of a payment in lieu of taxes agreement for the Fairview
Apartments and Hillside Heights Apartments.
CR-26-2005 approved the terms and conditions of a payment in lieu of taxes agreement for Fort Washington
Manor Senior Housing.
CR-54-2005 approved the terms and conditions of a payment in lieu of taxes agreement for Chestnut Oaks
Senior Housing,
CR-80-2010 approves the terms and conditions of a Negotiated Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT")
Agreement for Rainier Redevelopment Associates, LP.
CR-59-2012 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement
for Glenmore Associates Limited Partnership.
CR-82-2012 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement
for Bladensburg, LLLP.
CR-99-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for St. Paul Senior Living Limited Partnership/St. Paul Living II Limited Partnership.
CR-110-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Laurel II LLLP.
CR-112-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Fort Washington Manor Apartments.
CR-113-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for The Residences at Woodland Springs.
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CR-115-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Queens Manor Gardens Apartments.
CR-132-2013 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for ECHO-UTC, LLC.
CR-61-2014 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Bladensburg Commons LLLP.
CR-63-2014 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Oakcrest Village Associates, LLC.
CR-87-2014 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for BE NC Station Holdings, LLC for the Carrollton Station Project.
CR-89-2014 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Keys Energy Center, LLC.
CR-104-2014 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Keys Energy Center, LLC.
CR-19-2015 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Rainier Manor 2, LP.
CR-33-2015 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") agreement
for Brinkley Hill Associates, LLC.
CR-55-2015 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for
Woodland Springs, L.P.
CR-75-2016 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Belnor
Residences, LLC.
CR-79-2016 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for SP
Woods, LP.
CR-80-2016 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for SP
Holly, LP.
CR-86-2016 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for
Tanglewood Venture, L.P.
CR-36-2017 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for New
Carrollton Station Project.
CR-49-2017 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for MHP
Parkview Manor, LLC.
CR-94-2017 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for One
Town Center, LLC for the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services Project.
CR-56-2019 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for Suitland
Senior, LLC.
CR-57-2019 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for
Residences at Glenarden Hills 2, LLC.
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CR-58-2019 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for
Woodlands at Reid Temple, LP.
CR-92-2019 approves the terms and conditions of a negotiated Payment in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") for RPAI
Capital Centre II, LLC, an affiliate of Retail Properties of America, for the Carillon Project.
CR-54-2020 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement for
Peerless Avenue Associates LLC concerning the Townes at Peerless project.
CR-95-2020 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") and Woodyard Station 9, LLC (the "Owner").
CR-96-2020 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") and Woodyard Station 4, LLC (the "Owner").
CR-39-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") Homes at Oxon Hill, Limited Partnership (the "Owner").
CR-40-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") 8230 Schultz Road, LLC (the "Owner").
CR-42-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") New Carrollton Multi-Family II, LLC (the "Developer") for
the New Carrollton Metro Station — Phase 2.
CR-83-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") and KCG SSP Bowie Senior Living, Limited Partnership (the
"Owner").
CR-88-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") and the National Housing Trust Communities and the
Washington Housing Conservancy, together as Hamilton Manor Preservation Partners, LLC (the "Owner").
CR-98-2021 approves the terms and conditions of a Payments in Lieu of Taxes ("PILOT") Agreement between
Prince George's County, Maryland (the "County") and the 8100 15th Ave Owner, LLC (the "Owner").
Sec. 10-194.01. - Same; Airplane landing strips.
(a)
All property on which is located essential portions of improved airplane landing strips as certified by the
Maryland State Aviation Administration, is hereby exempted from County property tax in accordance with
Section 8-302, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, provided that the landing strip is:
(1)
Located on privately owned land;
(2)
Used by the public;
(3)
Licensed under Title V of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; and
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(4)
Identified in the Maryland Aviation System Plan as essential to the State's air transportation system.
(b)
Application and proof of eligibility for exemption shall be filed with the Director of Finance on forms approved
by the Director of Finance no later than October 1 of the tax year for which exemption is sought.
(CB-93-1989)
Sec. 10-194.02. - Same; Residential property adversely impacted by sanitary landfills.
(a)
All improved residential property, purchased prior to December 31, 2020, is hereby exempted from a portion of
the County property tax in accordance with Section 9-318, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
provided that the improved residential property is:
(1)
Located within the defined Landfill Impact Zone dated April 2021 which includes current partial property tax
credits totaling 41 units, plus the inclusion of additional residential units within the defined limits of the Landfill
Impact Zone and totaling 2,080 units; or
(2)
Within the area defined as the Landfill Impact Zone, and generally described as beginning at Largo Road at
White House Road, southerly to opposite Kent Drive, westerly to Brooke Lane at Brown Station Road,
continuing to Ritchie-Marlboro Road, northerly to White House Road, and crossing to McCarthy Drive and
north of Heartland Court, easterly to Harry S. Truman Drive, northerly to Southwest Branch Western Branch
waterway, which completes the enclosed area at the waterway crossing under White House Road near Largo
Road.
(b)
The partial property tax credit shall be granted for the full fiscal year following any portion of the immediately
preceding fiscal year in which landfilling operations commence or continue pursuant to a State refuse disposal
permit and shall be granted annually as long as the Brown Station Road Sanitary Landfill operates.
(c)
The partial property tax credit shall be payable from the site development and environmental surcharge collected
pursuant to Section 21-123 and shall be in an amount equal to the average cost of refuse collection for the
eligible property.
(d)
During any fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this Section shall not exceed Six Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($600,000). The partial property tax credit authorized on the existing 41 units plus the
additional 2,080 residential units within the defined limits of the Landfill Impact Zone shall appear as a credit on
the annual residential property tax bills of property owners. The application of the tax credit shall be reviewed
with each update of the Ten Year Solid Waste Plan for the purpose of expanding the Brown Station Road Impact
Zone consistent with a proposed expansion or extension of the Brown Station Road Sanitary Landfill.
(CB-69-1992; CB-82-2020; CB-45-2021)
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Editor's note— CR-68-1993 stipulated that the application and proof of eligibility for the partial property tax
exemption provided for in CB-69-1992 be changed and extended for the tax year 1993-94 from October 1, 1993,
to January 31, 1994. It further directed that the Director of Finance provide application forms to eligible property
owners no later than November 30, 1993.
Sec. 10-195. - Tax Deferral on certain CDZ and I-3 land.
(a)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 10-202, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, property zoned
M-A-C, L-A-C, E-I-A, and I-3 shall have any increased assessment due to the rezoning deferred for a period of
five (5) years under the following conditions:
(1)
The deferral is limited to that portion of the property designated for industrial or commercial use or a
combination thereof which contains twenty-five (25) or more acres undeveloped and which is a remaining
portion not proposed for development or use under an outstanding building permit.
(2)
The deferral shall terminate upon the issuance of a building permit for that portion covered by the permit and for
the entire tract when the undeveloped portion is less than twenty-five (25) acres.
(3)
The deferral shall terminate upon the grant of a rezoning requested by the owner or agent, to a zoning
classification not eligible for the tax deferral, and any tax deferred shall immediately be due and payable with
interest.
(4)
Upon the issuance of a building permit or the termination of the five (5) year deferral period, whichever occurs
first, the full amount of the taxes deferred shall become due and payable with interest.
(b)
Applications for the deferral of taxes under this Section shall be filed with the Director of Finance on forms
supplied for that purpose.
(c)
Upon the termination of the deferral, the property owner may elect in writing to pay the taxes and interest
thereon in annual installments over a period not to exceed five (5) years.
(d)
The annual interest rate on taxes deferred shall be calculated at twelve percent (12%) or at a rate equal to two
percent (2%) below the "average prime rate" of interest as calculated below, whichever is less. The average
prime rate of interest shall be the average of the prime rates of interest in effect on both the day the application
for deferral was filed with the Director and the day on which the taxes so deferred become due. The prime rate
of interest shall be the prime rate as published by the Wall Street Journal in the column titled "Money Rates."
(e)
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Deferred taxes shall constitute and remain a lien on the entire tract until paid or released by the Director of
Finance. The Director may release a portion of the tract from the lien upon payment of a prorated amount equal
to the taxes and interest due on the portion released.
(f)
The provisions of this Section do not apply to any real property located within a tax increment district
established pursuant to Title 5, Article 83A, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-113-1981)
Sec. 10-196. - Tax deferral on certain owner-occupied property.
(a)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 10-201, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, certain
residential property rezoned through the Sectional Map Amendment process to a commercial, industrial, or to a
mixed use zone, may have any increased assessment, due to the rezoning, deferred for a period of up to ten (10)
years under the following conditions:
(1)
The property must have been rezoned after July 1, 1984, from a residential zone under the Sectional Map
Amendment process without an affirmative request to rezone by the property owner.
(2)
At the time of such rezoning, and for the duration of the deferral, the residential property must be owneroccupied as the principal residence of the taxpayer.
(3)
The property eligible for the deferral shall be limited to a one-family detached dwelling and the property on
which the dwelling is situated, but in no event shall such property in excess of five (5) acres be eligible for the
deferral.
(4)
The deferral shall end on the occurrence of the earlier of any of the following:
(A)
Sale of the property;
(B)
Rezoning to a zone requested by the owner;
(C)
Resubdivision of any portion of the property;
(D)
Use of the property for other than a one-family residential purpose; or
(E)
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Expiration of the deferral period.
(5)
Deferred taxes shall bear interest at the rate authorized by State law and a lien shall attach to the property for all
deferred taxes and interest. Penalties shall not be charged during the period of deferral on any tax payments
deferred under this Section.
(b)
Applications for the deferral of taxes under this Section shall be filed, on forms supplied for that purpose, with
the Director of Finance who is authorized to administer this Section.
(CB-52-1985)
Sec. 10-197. - Real property tax deferral for elderly or disabled homeowners.
(a)
For the tax levy year beginning July 1, 2000, and thereafter, a property owner may defer payment of a portion of
County property taxes due on residential real property which is owned in fee simple and is occupied by an
eligible owner in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(b)
An owner who has resided in a dwelling as the principal place of residence for five (5) consecutive years is
eligible for a payment deferral under this Section if the owner or at least one of the owners:
(1)
Is at least 65 years of age;
(2)
Has been found permanently and totally disabled and has qualified for benefits under:
(A)
The Social Security Act;
(B)
The Railroad Retirement Act;
(C)
Any Federal law for members of the United States Armed Forces; or
(D)
Any Federal retirement system; or
(3)
Has been found permanently and totally disabled by the Health Officer.
(c)
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The gross income or combined gross income of all owners, and all individuals who reside in the dwelling
(except a person who pays reasonable fixed charges for rent or room and board), may not exceed $45,000 for the
calendar year that immediately precedes the taxable year for which the deferral is sought. For purposes of this
subsection, gross income or combined gross income shall be calculated in accordance with Section 9-104 of the
Tax-Property Article of the Maryland Code.
(d)
The amount of the property eligible for a deferral is limited to the real property on which the residence is
located, the curtilage, as determined by the Supervisor of Assessments, and any adjacent unimproved land on the
same lot or parcel that is not assessed on the basis of agricultural use.
(e)
The amount of tax that may be deferred shall not exceed the increase in the County property tax rate from the
date the owner elects to defer the payment of the tax. A deferral shall not be granted for taxes attributable to any
improvement to the property not included in the assessed value of the property for the base year in which the tax
deferral was granted.
(f)
Interest shall accrue on the deferred taxes at the rate of 9% per year.
(g)
The cumulative amount of the payment deferral and accrued interest shall be specified in the taxpayer's annual
property tax bill. The Director shall record the amount of that deferral in the County tax records. The
accumulation of deferred taxes and accrued interest must not exceed 50% of the full cash value of the property,
as determined by the Supervisor of Assessments.
(h)
A penalty shall not be charged during the period of the deferral on any taxes deferred under this Section.
(i)
All taxes deferred and interest accrued on the taxes are a first lien on the property, with the priority of real
property taxes, until paid or otherwise extinguished by operation of law. The deferred taxes and accrued interest
are collectible by suit or by tax sale, regardless of any period of limitations imposed under law. In addition to
being a first lien on the property, the deferred taxes and accrued interest constitutes a personal liability of the
owner or owners who obtained the deferral.
(j)
Except as otherwise provided in this Subsection, all deferred taxes and accrued interest becomes due and
payable if:
(1)
An owner deferring taxes, including any joint owner, ceases to own the property in fee simple through sale or
other transfer of the property;
(2)
An owner no longer occupies the property as their principal residence;
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(3)
The property becomes subject to tax sale; or
(4)
The owner fails to submit a timely application for deferral.
The property tax deferral remains available to a surviving spouse, or to a spouse or former spouse in possession
of the residence under a written separation agreement or divorce decree, for amounts previously deferred. A
spouse or former spouse may continue to defer taxes if otherwise eligible.
(k)
An application for a tax deferral under this Section must be submitted to the Director of Finance no later than
September 1 of the tax year in which the taxpayer seeks to obtain a tax deferral. Applications shall be on forms
prepared by the Director and must be verified as true by the owner or each joint owner. The Director may
request information to substantiate eligibility under this Section, including income tax records, and may require
a certification by the applicant of all joint owners, persons having an equitable interest in the property and
parties having a secured interest in the property. If the applicant is eligible, the Director shall execute a written
agreement with the owner or each joint owner before a tax deferral can be made. The agreement must reflect the
terms and conditions of the deferral including notice of the lien. The agreement may provide for repayment of
the deferred taxes and accrued interest in installments if the owner ceases to occupy the property as that owner's
principal residence but maintains ownership. The agreement must be recorded in the land records of the County
at the owner's expense.
(l)
A taxpayer may terminate the deferral at any time by giving written notice to the Director and paying all
deferred taxes and accrued interest. Notice of termination of the deferral must also be recorded in the land
records by the County at the owner's expense.
(m)
The Director shall notify all mortgagees or beneficiaries under any deed of trust of a payment deferral under this
Section and of the amount of tax to be deferred and when participation in the payment deferral program
terminates. The Director may rely on any information provided by the taxpayer.
(n)
The Director shall provide an annual report to the County Council by January 20 of each year that describes the
number of deferrals, aggregate amounts of taxes deferred, interest accrued, and other relevant information.
(CB-66-1999)
Sec. 10-198. through Sec. 10-200. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-201. - Date taxes payable; overdue; penalty.
In addition thereto, there is imposed a penalty for failure to make payment on or before October 1 of each year.
Such penalty shall be one percent (1%) of the amount of taxes overdue and in arrears for each month or fraction
thereof until paid. This Section shall apply to all such taxes based upon assessments made by either the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation or any other authority, and applies to taxes upon tangible personal
property by whomsoever assessed and subject to taxation in the County.
(CB-18-1976; CB-157-1977)
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Editor's note— CR-177-1985 waived the penalty for late payment of real property taxes when funds therefor
are restricted by Maryland Executive Order concerning certain Savings and Loan Association withdrawals.
1995 Laws of Maryland, Chapter 123, provided that the County provide an optional semiannual payment
schedule for State, County, and special district property taxes due on owner-occupied residential property. The
payment schedule may be elected at the time of transfer or on an annual basis.
Sec. 10-201.01. - Fractional year taxes; interest; penalty.
In accordance with the authority granted in Section 14-604, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
delinquent three-quarter, one-half, and one-quarter year taxes shall bear interest at two-thirds of one percent
(2/3%) per month or fraction thereof and penalty of one percent (1%) per month or fraction thereof until paid.
(CB-30-1983)
Sec. 10-202. - Personal Property Tax Rate.
(a)
After the annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance is adopted, the County Council, in the resolution
establishing the tax rates on assessable real and personal property in the amounts required in the budget, may
establish the rate of taxation on assessable personal property at a rate different than, but not less than, the rate
imposed on assessable real property.
(b)
The rate of taxation established for assessable personal property shall not be greater than Three Dollars and fiftyseven cents ($3.57) per One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) of assessed valuation.
(CB-41-1983)
Sec. 10-203. - Tax Credit for tobacco barns; application; approval.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall administer the system of tax credits provided for in this Section.
(b)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 9-212, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, there is hereby
established a tax credit of one hundred percent (100%) of the County real property tax imposed on any real
property improvement used solely as a tobacco barn, provided all the requirements of this Section are met.
(c)
The Director of Finance shall provide and keep on hand the application forms for the tax credit. The application
shall be made each year before April 1 after the date of finality; shall be made under oath; shall contain a legal
description of the real property upon which the tobacco barn is located; and shall contain such information as
will enable the Director of Finance to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
(d)
In the event the Director of Finance determines that the application does not qualify for the tax credit, the reason
for the denial shall be communicated to the applicant.
(CB-121-1982)
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Sec. 10-203.01. - Tax credit for conservation land; application; approval.
(a)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 9-220, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, there is hereby
established a tax credit of one hundred percent (100%) of the County real property tax imposed on any
conservation land, as defined therein, provided all the requirements of this Section are met.
(b)
The conservation land must be used:
(1)
To assist in the preservation of a natural area;
(2)
For the environmental education of the public;
(3)
Generally to promote conservation ; or
(4)
For the maintenance of:
(A)
A natural area for public use; or
(B)
A sanctuary for wildlife.
(c)
Application and proof of eligibility for exemption shall be filed with the Office of Law no later than October 1
of the tax year for which exemption is sought.
(CB-101-1998)
Sec. 10-204. - Estimated personal property tax.
(a)
Estimated personal property tax defined. The estimated personal property tax for any fiscal year shall be an
amount determined by applying the rate of tax for the current fiscal year to the assessment of personal property
made by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation for the last preceding year for which an assessment
is available.
(b)
Personal property tax bills rendered on the basis of the estimated personal property tax will only be issued by the
Director of Finance for tax bills which are estimated to exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000).
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(c)
Payment of estimated personal property tax. Whenever, by September 1 of the fiscal year, the Maryland
Department of Assessments and Taxation has not notified the County Council or the Director of Finance of the
assessment of any property which is subject by law to assessment by the said Department and the personal
property tax based thereon, the estimated personal property tax shall be paid. Bills rendered on the basis of the
estimated personal property tax shall be subject to the same interest and penalties as have been established by
law with respect to all ordinary State, County, and taxing district taxes.
(d)
Procedure upon determination of actual personal property tax:
(1)
Estimated tax greater than the actual tax. If the estimated personal property tax paid for any fiscal year is greater
than the tax as finally determined, the Director of Finance shall refund the difference to the taxpayer, with
interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per annum.
(2)
Estimated tax less than actual tax. If the estimated personal property tax paid is less than the tax as finally
determined, the taxpayer shall be billed for the difference. Any bill rendered for such additional amount, if not
paid within thirty (30) days after the bill for the tax has been mailed to the taxpayer's address as shown on the
tax rolls, shall be subject to interest and penalties as has been established by law with respect to all ordinary
State, County, and taxing district taxes until paid.
(CB-119-1983)
Editor's note— CR-60-1976 authorized the Director of Finance to issue estimated tax bills for the collection of
corporate tangible personal property taxes and adjust such bills after the actual tax is determined.
CR-72-1998 authorized the Director of Finance to render estimated property tax bills on all operating property
used to operate a railroad or public utility that are estimated to exceed $10,000.
Sec. 10-204.01. - County billing and collection of municipal property taxes.
(a)
Upon request by a municipality, as defined in Section 10-183(a)(4), the County Executive may authorize the
Director of Finance to:
(1)
Compute the real property tax levied by the municipality on each parcel of land on the tax rolls for Prince
George's County;
(2)
Include the municipal assessment and levy as a separate item on the County tax bill sent to taxpayers within the
municipality;
(3)
Collect the municipal tax on behalf of the municipality; and
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(4)
Remit the municipal revenues received to the municipality.
(b)
The County Executive may:
(1)
Require the municipality to reimburse the County for any costs incurred;
(2)
Execute any agreement which may be necessary between the County and the municipality; and
(3)
Direct the Director of Finance to issue regulations to implement this Section.
(c)
Any action by the County under this Section shall be as a billing and collection agent for the municipality, and
the municipality shall retain its full rights and responsibilities for tax administration, including procedures
involving delinquent taxpayers.
(CB-132-1987)
Sec. 10-204.02. - Payment of property taxes by credit card.
(a)
The County may accept a credit card, issued by a company with which the County has an agreement, in payment
of property taxes.
(b)
The County may enter into an agreement with the issuer of a credit card, which permits the County to add a
service charge to the amount owed to the County.
(1)
If a person uses a credit card to pay an amount owed to the County for property taxes, the County may add the
service charge to the amount owed.
(2)
A service charge assessed under this Subsection:
(A)
May not exceed the amount charged to the County for use of the credit card; and
(B)
Shall be determined at the time the amount is paid.
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(c)
A property tax bill shall specify:
(1)
That a credit card may be used to pay the taxes owed;
(2)
The types of cards that may be used; and
(3)
That if a credit card is used to pay the taxes, a service charge may be added to the amount owed.
(CB-20-1997)
Sec. 10-204.03. - Renters' Property Tax Relief Supplement.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall pay a Renters' Property Tax Relief Supplement to each resident who qualifies to
receive a payment under the State property tax relief program for renters established pursuant to the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Tax-Property Article, Section 9-102.
(b)
For each taxable year, the Supplement to each eligible resident under this Section equals fifty percent (50%) of
the State payment to the resident.
(c)
The Director may require each eligible resident to submit an application for the Supplement, and may take any
other action necessary to administer the Supplement.
(d)
The County Executive may promulgate regulations to govern the implementation of this Section.
(CB-95-2015)
SUBDIVISION 1B. - ENERGY AND FUEL TAX.
Sec. 10-205. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subdivision, the following terms have the following meaning:
(1)
Consumption shall mean the total units of energy or fuel sold to users.
(2)
Director shall mean the Director of Finance or his designee.
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(3)
Motor vehicle shall mean any self-propelled vehicle, including mobile equipment commonly used in connection
with farming and construction work, such as tractors, bulldozers, and other similar equipment.
(4)
Revenues shall mean amounts billed for the sale, delivery, or distribution of energy or fuel to users, including, by
way of description and not limitation, the amounts billed for energy or fuel adjustments and service charges, but
excluding finance charges, late payment charges, other government taxes or surcharges, and charges associated
with the initial hookup or reconnection to the vendor's system.
(5)
User shall mean any person who purchases or acquires for use, other than for resale, the energy or fuel taxed
under this Subdivision with the exception of the United States of America and its agencies, unless subjected to
the tax pursuant to federal law, the State of Maryland and its agencies, and municipal corporations in the County.
(6)
Vendor shall mean any person who sells, distributes, or delivers energy or fuel subject to the tax imposed by
Section 10-205.01.
(CB-56-1987; CB-2-1988)
Editor's note— This Subdivision was enacted pursuant to the authority contained in Ch. 700, Laws of Md.,
1987, which provided that its provisions would not be effective after June 30, 1989.
Laws 1989, ch. 244, extended the effective date to June 30, 1990.
Laws 1990, ch 174, extended the effective date to June 30, 1992.
Laws 1992, ch. 565, extended the effective date to June 30, 1993.
Laws 1993, ch. 576, extended the effective date to June 30, 1995.
Laws 1995, ch. 65, extended the effective date to June 30, 1997.
Laws 1997, ch. 63 removed the provision pertaining to the expiration of authority for the imposition of the
Energy Tax.
Sec. 10-205.01. - Energy and fuel tax; computation; imposition; levy; collection; exceptions.
(a)
A tax is hereby imposed on the sale of electricity, natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, and fuel oil used or to be
used in the County subject to the following exceptions:
(1)
Fuels used by motor vehicles; and
(2)
Fuels used in the production of other forms of energy that are subject to this tax.
(b)
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The sale shall be deemed to have occurred at the time when evidence of sale is issued or employed by the
vendor. The tax imposed under this Section is not part of the actual charge for energy or fuel and is not to be
considered operating revenue of the vendor.
(c)
Subject to the following exceptions, every vendor who makes any sale, distribution or delivery of electricity,
natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas or fuel oil used or to be used in the County and subject to tax under this
Section, shall itemize the tax on each bill and shall collect the tax from the user of said fuel or energy and report
and remit the same to the County as hereinafter provided. The vendor shall have the same rights against the user
for the collection of this tax as he has for the collection of the energy bill or fuel bill.
(1)
Heating fuel vendors may include the tax imposed under this Section as part of the price charged for fuel oil,
without itemizing the tax. The tax shall be the rate imposed under Subsection (h). The fuel oil bill shall clearly
state that the tax is included in the price. The tax shall be collected by the heating fuel vendor on behalf of the
County. The heating fuel vendor shall have the same rights against the user for the collection of this tax as he has
for the collection of the fuel bill.
(2)
Any vendor outside the jurisdiction of the State of Maryland who sells energy or fuel subject to the tax but does
not deliver said energy or fuel directly to the user may collect the tax. Where the selling vendor collects the tax,
said vendor shall be required to itemize, collect and remit the tax as required under this Section. Where the
selling vendor does not collect the tax, either the vendor that delivers the fuel or energy or the user shall pay the
tax to the Director within the time limits prescribed in Subsection (e) of this Section.
(d)
The tax shall be reflected in terms of an amount per standard unit of measurement, and shall be computed by
multiplying the rate by the number of units of energy or fuel reflected in the energy or fuel bill.
(e)
Every vendor required to remit the tax shall file a return with the Director and pay the tax in quarterly
installments for periods ending September 30, December 31, March 31, and June 30. Every user required to pay
the tax pursuant to Subsection (c)(2) shall file a return with the Director and pay the tax within 30 days from the
last day of the month in which the sale occurs.
(f)
Any vendor, or user required to pay the tax pursuant to Subsection (c)(2), who fails to remit to the Director the
taxes imposed under this Section shall be liable for the taxes due.
(g)
Whenever a vendor, or user required to pay the tax pursuant to Subsection (c)(2), fails to remit the taxes due
within the time prescribed for payment, the vendor, or user under Subsection (c)(2), shall be assessed the amount
of the taxes due, plus interest at two-thirds percent (2/3%) per month or fraction thereof and penalty of one
percent (1%) per month or fraction thereof until paid.
(h)
The tax levied under this Section on energy and fuel bills rendered during the period July 1, 1987, through June
30, 1988, is hereby imposed at the following rates:
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Electricity

$0.0033307 per kilowatt hour

Natural Gas

$0.0295718 per therm

Liquefied Petroleum Gas

$0.0517150 per gallon

Fuel Oil

$0.0393875 per gallon.

(i)
For any fiscal year beginning after June 30, 1988, the rates of tax levied will be established in the following
manner:
(1)
On or before the preceding February 1, each vendor shall certify to the Director the revenues and consumption
for the prior calendar year.
(2)
The Director shall compute the proposed rates of taxation for the next fiscal year by multiplying the sums of the
revenues for each classification of energy or fuel delineated in Subsection (h) by .05, and then dividing that
product by the sums of consumption for each classification, which rates shall be included in the proposed
operating budget submitted by the County Executive. Effective with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1991, and
thereafter, the multiplier herein shall increase from .05 to .075.
(3)
In the event a vendor fails to make the certification required by Subsection 1, the Director may make use of any
reasonable data to establish proposed rates of taxation.
(4)
After the adoption of the operating budget, and no later than June 10th, the Director shall certify to each vendor
the rates of taxation for the fiscal year as set forth in the adopted budget.
(CB-56-1987; CB-33-1991)
Editor's note— CB-36-1995 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 1996.
CB-22-1996 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 1997.
CB-54-1997 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 1998.
CB-54-1998 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 1999.
CB-28-1999 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2000.
CB-33-2000 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2001.
CB-32-2001 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2002.
CB-49-2002 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2003.
CB-33-2003 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2004.
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CB-33-2004 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2005.
CB-30-2005 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2006.
CB-35-2006 established the Energy Tax for Fiscal Year 2007.
CB-14-2007 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2008, beginning July 1, 2007:
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.006714 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.085487 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.150968 per Gallon

Propane

$0.185493 per Gallon

CB-28-2008 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2009, beginning July 1, 2008:
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.007286 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.079058 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.164698 per Gallon

Propane

$0.210486 per Gallon

CB-19-2009 as modified by CB-58-2009 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2010,
beginning January 8, 2010:
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.008090 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.082906 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.202819 per Gallon

Propane

$0.216317 per Gallon

CB-44-2010 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2011, beginning July 1, 2010:
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.006923 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.070009 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.182937 per Gallon

Propane

$0.207319 per Gallon

CB-24-2011 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2012, beginning July 1, 2011:
984/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.007454 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.064931 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.191964 per Gallon

Propane

$0.240954 per Gallon

CB-38-2012 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2013, beginning July 1, 2012.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.006489 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.059719 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.233019 per Gallon

Propane

$0.276350 per Gallon

CB-42-2013 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2014, beginning July 1, 2013.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.005908 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.061328 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.261097 per Gallon

Propane

$0.282846 per Gallon

CB-34-2014 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2015, beginning July 1, 2014.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.007790 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.059118 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.296302 per Gallon

Propane

$0.310745 per Gallon

CB-32-2015 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2016, beginning July 1, 2015.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.008377 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.065576 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.275755 per Gallon

Propane

$0.389477 per Gallon
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CB-32-2016 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2017, beginning July 1, 2016.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009366 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.059196 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.212812 per Gallon

Propane

$0.419655 per Gallon

CB-55-2017 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2018, beginning July 1, 2017.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009908 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.057534 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.178664 per Gallon

Propane

$0.192840 per Gallon

CB-23-2018 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2019, beginning July 1, 2018.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009900 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.084949 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.200849 per Gallon

Propane

$0.212657 per Gallon

CB-27-2019 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2020, beginning July 1, 2019.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009690 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.055648 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.228802 per Gallon

Propane

$0.171262 per Gallon

CB-24-2020 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2021, beginning July 1, 2020.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009588 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.061370 per Therm
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Fuel Oil

$0.226733 per Gallon

Propane

$0.144339 per Gallon

CB-35-2021 established the Energy Tax at the following rates for Fiscal Year 2021, beginning July 1, 2021.
Type of Energy

Rate

Electricity

$0.009710 per Kilowatt Hour

Natural Gas

$0.066208 per Therm

Fuel Oil

$0.208033 per Gallon

Propane

$0.133973 per Gallon

Sec. 10-205.02. - Records.
(a)
Every vendor, or user required to pay the tax pursuant to Section 10-205.01(c)(2), shall keep all invoices, bills of
lading or such other pertinent records and documents as are necessary to determine the amount of taxes due or
otherwise comply with the provisions of this Subdivision. Vendors shall maintain said records for a minimum of
three (3) years. Such records and other documents of vendors shall be open at all times during regular business
hours for inspection and examination by the Director or other duly authorized representatives, agents, or
employees of the County.
(b)
When any vendor, or user required to pay the tax pursuant to Section 10-205.01(c)(2), fails to keep records or
provide data from which the tax imposed by Section 10-205.01 may be accurately computed, the Director may
make use of any reasonable alternative for determining the amount of tax due and owing based on estimates of
the amount of fuel or energy used or consumed. Such determinations by the Director shall be presumed valid.
(CB-56-1987)
Sec. 10-205.03. - Penalty.
In addition to the interest and penalty prescribed in Subsection 10-205.01(g), any vendor willfully failing to
remit to the Director the taxes actually collected under this Subdivision, or any user required to pay the tax
pursuant to Section 10-205.01(c)(2) who willfully fails to remit the tax to the Director shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable in accordance with Section 1-123 of the Code.
(CB-56-1987)
Sec. 10-205.04. - Tax credit/refund program; appeal procedure; penalty.
(a)
Any person shall be eligible for a refund of taxes paid under Section 10-205.01(a) if the person has paid the tax
and any one of the following criteria is met:
(1)
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The person is eligible in the tax year for a credit under Section 9-102 or Section 9-104 of the Tax-Property
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time;
(2)
The person is eligible for weatherization or energy assistance from the State of Maryland;
(3)
The person is an unmarried person at least 65 years of age whose income is less than Twenty Thousand Dollars
($20,000) per year; or
(4)
The person is a married person at least 65 years of age whose income, when combined with that of his or her
spouse, is less than Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) per year.
(b)
Any claim for refund under this Section shall be filed with the Director within three (3) years from the date of
the payment of the tax on forms provided by the Director. The Director may require such information as he
deems reasonably necessary to determine the claim for refund.
(c)
The provisions of Subsection (a)(3) and (4), above, shall apply only to taxes due and owing on or after July 1,
1992.
(d)
For purposes of this Section, the word "income" shall mean all amounts reportable as income under the Internal
Revenue Code and regulations thereof without offset for business loss or long or short term capital loss.
(e)
Any claimant denied a refund in whole or in part under this Section shall be notified in writing of said
disallowance and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Director or his designee upon written request, said
hearing to be held within ninety (90) days of such request.
(f)
Any claimant dissatisfied with the results of a hearing held under Subsection (e) of this Section shall have the
right to appeal to the Maryland Tax Court. Said claimant may appeal the final action of the Maryland Tax Court
to the courts of this State as provided by law.
(g)
Any person who fraudulently claims a tax credit or refund or fails to notify the Director when the basis for a tax
credit or refund ceases to exist shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable in accordance with Section 1-123 of
this Code.
(CB-56-1987; CB-69-1988; CB-45-1992)
Sec. 10-205.05. - Powers of the Director of Finance.
(a)
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In addition to the powers granted to the Director in connection with the collection of the tax imposed under this
Subdivision, the Director is hereby authorized and empowered:
(1)
To make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary or proper to fully collect the
tax imposed under this Subdivision and to fully implement exemptions from and refunds of such tax.
(2)
To audit the records of any vendor to assure compliance with the provisions of this Subdivision.
(3)
To compromise disputed claims in connection with the tax imposed under this Subdivision.
(4)
To allow credits to be applied against taxes remitted by a vendor for taxes written off and deemed uncollectible
by the vendor.
(5)
To delegate any of his powers, duties, and functions in connection with the collection of the tax imposed under
Section 10-205.01 as deemed necessary.
(6)
To extend for good cause shown, the time required of vendors for filing any return required to be filed under
Section 10-205.01, for such period of time as the Director may deem reasonable.
(CB-56-1987; CB-2-1988; CB-69-1988)
SUBDIVISION 2. - ADMISSIONS AND AMUSEMENT TAX.
Sec. 10-206. - Admissions and amusement tax levy; rates.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 4-102(a)(1) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended or
recodified from time to time, a tax is imposed on the gross receipts derived from any admissions and amusement
charge as defined in Section 4-101(b) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as
amended or recodified from time to time, at the rate of ten percent (10%); except as this rate may be limited
pursuant to Section 4-105(b) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended or
recodified from time to time; and except that:
(1)
Gross receipts derived from charges for coin-operated amusement devices shall be taxed at the rate of five
percent (5%);
(2)
Gross receipts derived from charges for refreshments, service, or merchandise sold or served in connection with
entertainment at a nightclub or room in a hotel, restaurant, hall, or other place where dancing privileges, music,
or other entertainment is provided shall be taxed at the rate of one-half of one per centum (1/2%); and
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(3)
Gross receipts derived from charges for admission to a golf course for the purpose of participating in the sport of
golf shall be taxed at the rate of five percent (5%).
(b)
Provided further, that the tax on the gross receipts from admission to professional hockey games shall be at the
rate of one-half of one per centum (1/2%) until June 30, 1985. From July 1, 1985, to June 30, 1986, the tax shall
be three percent (3%). From July 1, 1986, to June 30, 1988, the tax shall be six percent (6%). After July 1, 1988,
the tax shall be ten percent (10%).
(CB-93-1973; CB-77-1982; CB-143-1982; CB-69-1994; CB-97-1998)
Sec. 10-207. - Admissions and amusement tax; exemptions.
(a)
In addition to the exemptions provided in Section 4-103 of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, as amended or recodified from time to time, no tax shall be levied on the gross receipts from any
charge for admission to a concert or theatrical event of a not-for-profit organization organized to present or offer
any of the performing arts within the meaning of Section 4-104(b) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, as amended or recodified from time to time.
(b)
No tax shall be levied or collected under the provisions of this Subdivision:
(1)
Upon gross receipts derived from the amounts charged for admission to a regional, amateur athletic tournament
or tournament event conducted under the auspices of a recognized amateur or intercollegiate association.
Tournament shall mean a series of competitive athletic events intended to culminate in a winner or team or
conference championship. This exemption does not apply to events which are part of a regular season schedule;
(2)
Upon gross receipts derived from the amounts charged for admission to an event sanctioned by the United States
Olympic Committee to select participants in the International Olympics or as part of the United States Olympic
Festival;
(3)
Upon the gross receipts derived from the amounts charged for farm recreational activities which take place on
the premises of working farms; and
(4)
Upon the gross receipts derived from the amounts charged by The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission for admission to a place, use of any game of entertainment or recreational or sports facility, use or
rental of recreational or sports equipment, or sale of any merchandise, refreshments, or services.
Notwithstanding the above, admission, use or rental of recreational or sports equipment, or sale of any
merchandise, refreshment, or services at any golf facility owned and operated or leased and operated by the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission will not be exempt under the provisions of this
Section.
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(CB-93-1973; CB-149-1977; CB-69-1994; CB-97-1998)
Sec. 10-208. - Admissions and amusement tax; additional tax.
Pursuant to Section 4-102(a)(2) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended or
recodified from time to time, there is hereby levied an additional tax on reduced charges or free admissions as
set forth in Section 4-105(f) of the Tax-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended or
recodified from time to time. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subsection, this additional tax shall not
apply to reduced charges or free admission charged or provided by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.
(CB-93-1973; CB-69-1994; CB-97-1998)
Sec. 10-209. through Sec. 10-217. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 3. - HOTEL AND MOTEL TAX.
Sec. 10-218. - Hotel tax remittances; monthly; quarterly.
(a)
The remittance of the levy of the tax imposed under this Subdivision shall be made on or before the last day of
each month covering the amount of tax collected during the preceding month.
(b)
Any person operating a hotel regularly throughout the year may, upon written application to, and with the
consent of the Director of Finance, make reports and remittances on a quarterly basis in lieu of the monthly
basis. Such quarterly payments shall be made on or before the last days of April, July, October and January in
each year. They shall cover the amounts collected during the three (3) months immediately preceding the months
in which reports and remittances are required.
(CB-159-1972; CB-64-1975; CB-24-1976; CB-81-1989)
Sec. 10-218.01. - Hotel/motel tax authority.
(a)
The County Council of Prince George's County may levy and impose a tax of not exceeding ten percent (10%)
on all gross amounts of money paid to the owners or operators of hotels and motels in Prince George's County
beginning July 1, 1975, by transient guests or tenants for renting, using or occupying a room or rooms in hotels
and motels in Prince George's County to be paid and collected pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the
County Council.
(b)
(1)
Any revenues generated under the authority of this Section from a hotel and motel tax within the boundaries of a
municipal corporation located in Prince George's County shall be collected by the County.
(2)
The County shall distribute to the municipal corporation within which the revenues were generated 50% of the
revenues collected by the County from hotels and motels in the municipal corporation.
(c)
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The tax authorized under this section does not apply to the sale of a right to occupy a room or lodgings as a
transient guest at a dormitory or other lodging facility that:
(1)
is operated solely in support of the headquarters, a training facility, a conference facility, an awards facility, or
the campus of a corporation or other organization;
(2)
provides lodging solely for employees, contractors, vendors, and other invitees of the corporation that owns the
dormitory or lodging facility; and
(3)
does not offer lodging services to the general public.
(Ch. 118, 1975 Acts; Ch. 774, Laws of Md., 1986; Ch. 77, Laws of Md., 1994; Ch. 510, Laws of Maryland,
2013)
Editor's note— Section 2 of Chapter 77, Laws of Maryland, 1994, provided that for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1994, 25% of the hotel and motel tax revenues collected by the County shall be distributed to each
municipal corporation from hotels and motels within the municipal corporation. For the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1995, the amount of tax revenue to be distributed to the municipal corporations shall be 50%.
Sec. 10-219. - Imposition of tax.
(a)
There is hereby levied and imposed a tax at the rate of nine percent (9%) on all gross amounts of money paid to
the owners or operators of hotels and motels in Prince George's County by a person renting, using, or occupying
a room or rooms, if such renting, using, or occupying such room or rooms is for less than ninety (90)
consecutive days in said hotels and motels. Effective July 1, 2015, the rate of the tax hereby levied and imposed
shall be seven percent (7%).
(b)
A person renting, using, or occupying a room or rooms for ninety (90) consecutive days shall receive a refund of
money collected by the owners or operators of hotels and motels for the first eighty-nine (89) consecutive days
the person rented, used or occupied a room or rooms.
(c)
Any lodging business in which seventy percent (70%) or more of its rental income is paid by tenants who reside
on the premises at least ninety (90) days is exempt from the collection and payment of the tax. Certification of
such exemption shall be done in a manner and on such forms as determined by the Director of Finance.
(d)
At least five percent (5%) of the revenue from the tax levied under this Section shall be reserved for
appropriation to the Prince George's Conference and Visitors Bureau to be used to promote travel to and
economic investment in the County.
(CB-123-1972; CB-64-1975; CB-24-1975; CB-81-1989; CB-96-1992; CB-17-1993; CB-39-2015; CB-77-2016;
CB-23-2017)
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Editor's note— CB-81-1989 provided that an amount equal to the revenue attributable to the increase in the tax
rate from 5% to 10% shall be reserved for appropriation to the Prince George's County Police Department.
Sec. 10-219.01. - Calculation and collection.
(a)
Definitions. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Additional rent shall mean the rent paid by an occupant to a room remarketer that is in excess of the rent
received by a hotel owner or operator from a room remarketer.
(2)
Room remarketer shall mean a person, other than the owner or operator of a hotel or motel, who has the right,
access, ability or authority, through an internet transaction or any other means, to offer, reserve, book, arrange
for, remarket, distribute, broker, or resell rooms for which use or occupancy is subject to the tax levied under
Section 10-219.
(b)
Calculation and collection; no room marketer. If the full amount of the room rental is paid by the person renting,
using, or occupying a room to the hotel or motel owner or operator, the hotel or motel owner or operator shall
collect the tax from the person renting, using or occupying the room and remit the tax pursuant to this
Subdivision.
(c)
Calculation and collection; room remarketer. If the use or occupancy of a room is reserved, booked, or otherwise
arranged for by a room remarketer and the full amount of the room rental is not paid by the person renting, using
or occupying the room directly to the hotel or motel owner or operator, the room remarketer shall:
(1)
collect the tax from the person renting, using or occupying the room based on the rent received by a hotel or
motel owner or operator from a room remarketer and remit the tax to the hotel or motel owner or operator who
shall remit it pursuant to this Subdivision; and
(2)
collect the tax from the person renting, using or occupying the room based on the additional rent paid by the
person renting, using or occupying the room to the room remarketer and remit the tax pursuant to this
Subdivision.
(CB-4-2015)
Sec. 10-220. - Interest and penalty.
If any person fails or refuses to remit to the Director of Finance the tax required to be collected and paid under
this Subdivision, within the time and in the amount specified herein, there shall be added to such tax by the
Director of Finance interest at the rate of two-thirds (2/3) of one percent (1%) per month and penalty at the rate
of one percent (1%) per month, for a total of one and two-thirds percent (1 2/3%) per month (equivalent to
twenty percent (20%) per year), on the amount of the tax for each month from the date the tax is due, on the first
of each month that the tax remains unpaid.
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(CB-159-1972; CB-96-1992)
Sec. 10-221. - Report forms.
The person collecting any prescribed tax under this Subdivision shall submit a report upon such forms and set
forth information as the Director of Finance may prescribe and require, showing the amount of room rental
charges collected, the tax required to be collected and a separate category for the amount of room rental charges
collected and the tax required to be collected from room remarketers. He shall sign and deliver the forms to the
Director of Finance with a remittance of the tax. Forms will be available at the Upper Marlboro offices of the
Treasury Division, Office of Finance.
(CB-159-1972; CB-96-1992; CB-4-2015)
Sec. 10-222. - Failure to collect or report; notice.
(a)
If any person fails or refuses to collect the tax and to make, within the time provided in this Subdivision, any
report and remittance required by this Subdivision, the Director of Finance shall proceed in such a manner as he
may deem best to obtain facts and information on which to base an estimate of the tax due. As soon as the
Director of Finance procures such facts and information upon which to base the assessment of any tax payable
by any person who has failed or refused to collect the tax and to make the report and remittance, he shall
proceed to determine and assess against such person the tax and interest and penalty provided for in this
Subdivision.
(b)
He shall notify such person by mail sent to his last known place of address of the total amount of such tax and
interest and penalty. The total amount thereof shall be payable within ten (10) days from the date of the notice.
(c)
Failure to remit the requisite taxes shall cause a tax lien to be placed on any real and personal property of the
person who has failed to collect or remit the taxes that can be located within the County and such lien shall be
collected and enforced in the same manner as other County real estate taxes.
(CB-159-1972; CB-96-1992)
Sec. 10-223. - Transfer or cessation of ownership.
Whenever any person required to collect and pay to the County a tax under this Subdivision shall cease doing
business or otherwise dispose of his business, any tax payable under this Subdivision to the County shall become
immediately due and payable. Such person shall immediately make a report and pay the tax due.
(CB-159-1972)
Sec. 10-224. - Records required.
Every person liable for the collection and payment of the tax imposed by this Subdivision, shall keep and
preserve, for a period of two (2) years, such suitable records as may be necessary to determine the amount of
such tax which he may have been liable for the collection of and payment to the County. The Director of Finance
shall have the right to inspect such records at all reasonable times.
(CB-159-1972)
Sec. 10-225. - Exceptions to tax collection.
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No tax shall be payable under this Subdivision on a room rental paid to any hospital, medical clinic,
convalescent home, or home for aged persons. No tax is to be collected upon room rental, paid for occupancy by
any such transient who is a foreign government officer or employee exempted from taxation by reason of an
international treaty or any Act of Congress. A separate certificate for each exemption will be submitted with the
collection report.
(CB-159-1972)
SUBDIVISION 4. - SENIOR CITIZENS TAX CREDITS.
Sec. 10-226. - Real property tax credits by reason of income, age, and disability.
(a)
Effective for the taxable year 1978-1979 and each year thereafter, Section 9-101, Tax-Property Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland, establishes provisions and procedures for real property tax credits for
homeowners by reason of income, age, and disability.
(b)
In enacting the foregoing, the General Assembly provided in Section 9-101, Tax-Property Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, that any elderly or disabled taxpayer who had received greater property tax credits under
previous legislation should continue to receive those greater benefits. The extra costs resulting from the
provisions of Section 9-101 were made the responsibility of counties and municipalities.
(c)
It is the intention of the County Council that any elderly or disabled homeowner who both was eligible for and
did receive a previous property tax credit in this County under the laws repealed by Council Bill 63-1979 shall in
the future receive, at a minimum, such property tax credit as would have been previously available, had the
taxpayer's status and credit been computed under the former County program. The Director of Finance is
authorized and directed to promulgate procedures whereby the County shall supplement the tax credits available
to such homeowner under the State program. Such procedures shall have the approval of the County Executive
and County Council prior to publication.
(CB-63-1979)
Editor's note— CR-13-1973 approved rules for the administration of the Senior Citizens Tax Credit
certification program.
SUBDIVISION 4A. - SALES OR USE TAX ON CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES.
Sec. 10-227. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subdivision, the following terms shall mean or include:
(1)
Assessment means any amount of tax which has been imposed under this Subdivision together with all interest
charges and penalties added.
(2)
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Consignment means the placement or deposit of controlled dangerous substances in the actual or constructive
custody of a person for the purpose of selling the consigned controlled dangerous substances and remitting the
proceeds of such sales, or portions of proceeds, to the person making the placement or deposit, or a designee.
(3)
Controlled dangerous substances or controlled substances are those defined in Article 27, Section 277 of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time.
(4)
Court means a court of law in the State of Maryland.
(5)
Director means the Director of Finance or a designee.
(6)
Include(s) or including means include(s) or including by way of illustration and does not limit the matter to the
specific examples illustrated.
(7)
Narcotics operation means any kind of private business for the sale, purchase, possession, transfer, or
consignment of controlled dangerous substances which business is comprised or carried out by more than one
such activity, whether for profit or for any other consideration including accommodation to another person.
(8)
Notice shall mean actual notice or notice through documents which shall be delivered at the dwelling or usual
place of business of the taxpayer, if the address is known or readily obtainable, and to a person 18 years of age
or older, or which shall be sent by certified mail to the taxpayer's last known address. Any period of time which
is determined according to the provisions of this Subdivision by the giving of notice shall commence to run from
the date of mailing of such notice.
(9)
Records or business records means all records of any type or form and however recorded which relate to a
narcotics operation, or transaction, or profit therefrom. These terms include books of account, vouchers,
documents, canceled checks, payrolls, correspondence, records of purchase(s) or sale(s), accounts payable,
accounts receivable, and records of personnel, or agents, or consignees, customers, equipment, production or
import activities, and other business papers.
(10)
Sale means any transaction of any nature, wholesale, retail, or otherwise, whereby possession of controlled
dangerous substances is or is to be transferred by any means whatsoever for any consideration past, present, or
future. Consideration may be in the form of money, services, or property, or by exchange or barter, or pursuant
to consignment. Sale also includes transfer by theft or gift.
(11)
Taxpayer means any person upon whom a tax is assessed under this Subdivision.
(12)
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Use, storage, or consumption means the exercise by any person of any right or power over controlled dangerous
substances, or any keeping or retention within Prince George's County for any purpose of controlled dangerous
substances sold either within or without Prince George's County.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-228. - Tax imposed.
There is hereby levied and imposed a tax on each separate sale, or use, storage, or consumption of controlled
dangerous substances within Prince George's County. The tax rate is thirty percent (30%) of the value in money
of the controlled substance or money value of the consideration for its sale, or use, storage, or consumption as
determined by the Director.
(CB-13-1987; CB-47-1988)
Sec. 10-228.01. - Payment and assessment.
(a)
The tax shall be paid by the person who sells, uses, stores, consumes, or steals the controlled dangerous
substances subject to the tax. The tax is payable for each separate taxable event and every person who is a party
to the event is jointly and severally liable for the payment of the tax, but the tax is not duplicated when there is
in fact only one (1) transaction or event.
(b)
The tax shall be due upon the event of the sale, use, storage, or consumption of taxable controlled dangerous
substances and is payable to the Director within fifteen (15) days following the taxable event.
(c)
When the tax is not timely paid, the Director shall give notice of assessment to each person deemed liable for the
unpaid tax (including any penalty and interest due), stating the amount owed and demanding payment thereof,
provided that the Director under reasonable standards, uniformly applied, determines that the giving of the
notice and the collection of the amount due are practicable. Failure to give or receive notice does not relieve a
taxpayer of the obligation and liability for payment of any tax, interest, and penalty due.
(d)
Notice of assessment, and notice of lien, under this Subdivision shall be given not more than three (3) years after
the sale, use, storage, or consumption of the controlled substances; or after the seizure of records pursuant to an
investigation of sales, use, storage, or consumption of such substances; or after the disposition of criminal
charges, or arrest or indictment resulting from the sale, use, storage, or consumption of such substances,
whichever occurrence is latest in time.
(e)
If written records, receipts, or other evidence or information demonstrate that controlled substances have been
sold, used, stored, or consumed by any person, the Director may use such information to establish the amount of
and to collect tax under the provisions of this Subdivision.
(f)
All taxes upon controlled substances which are not paid within fifteen (15) days following the due date shall be
overdue, and from and after that date they shall bear interest at the rate of 2.5% for each month and fraction
thereof, and penalty at the rate of 2.5% for each month and fraction thereof, until paid.
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(g)
Taxes, penalties, and interest assessed under this Subdivision shall not abate by death of taxpayer.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-229. - Exemptions.
This Subdivision does not apply to sales, use, storage, or consumption by any person who complies with Article
27, Section 281 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The burden of proof of an exemption is upon the person
claiming it. (CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-229.01. - Tax made a lien.
(a)
The unpaid portion of the tax imposed under this Subdivision, and all interest and penalties thereon shall be a
lien upon all the property, real and/or personal, of any person liable to pay the same to the County from and after
the time that the tax is due and payable as provided herein.
(b)
Notice of such lien shall be filed by the Director with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Prince George's County
or the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the county in which the property may be located, stating the name of the
delinquent taxpayer, the amount of the lien and the date thereof. The lien provided for in this Section shall have
the full force and effect of a lien of judgment. Any such lien on personal property shall not be effective as
against an innocent purchaser for value unless the personal property has been levied upon by an officer of a
court.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-230. - Criminal and civil penalties.
Evasion of payment or the willful refusal on the part of any person to pay taxes, as required by this Subdivision,
shall be a misdemeanor and upon conviction the person is subject to imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months
or to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000), or both, and additionally, to a civil penalty of one
hundred percent (100%) of the amount of the assessment, in addition to the actual assessment provided by this
Subdivision. Willful refusal is evidenced by failure to pay the full amount due within fifteen (15) days of the
date of the assessment.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-230.01. - Assessment assumed valid and correct.
The tax, as assessed by the Director, with any interest and penalties included therein, shall be presumed to be
valid and correctly determined and assessed, and the burden shall be upon the taxpayer to show its incorrectness
or invalidity. Any statement filed by the Director with the clerk of the court, or any other certificate by the
Director of the amount of tax and interest and penalties as determined or assessed by him, shall be admissible as
evidence in proceedings prosecuted pursuant to this Subdivision and shall establish for the purpose of such
proceedings only prima facie the facts that are set forth therein.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-230.02. - Confidential nature of information.
(a)
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Testimony immunity.
(1)
The testimony or evidence of any person compelled to testify in a tax proceeding prosecuted pursuant to this
Subdivision shall not be used against that person in any other criminal proceeding.
(2)
The Director shall not release the compelled testimony of any person to any law enforcement agency for direct
or derivative use.
(3)
However, if by independent evidence a law enforcement agency makes a criminal case against a compelled
witness using evidence independent of and not derived from the compelled testimony, such law enforcement
agency shall be free to proceed with the case.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for the Director or any other public official or employee to divulge or otherwise make
known in any manner any particular set forth or disclosed in any report or return or request for refund required
by this Subdivision or records used to determine the amount of assessment except in connection with a
proceeding involving taxes due under this Subdivision. However, any records, receipts, or other information
seized by any law enforcement officer or taxation official in any investigation may be returned to the seizing law
enforcement or taxation agency upon request for said return.
(c)
Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the identity
of particular reports or returns and the items thereof.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-230.03. - Application for refund.
Any taxpayer may apply to the Director for refund of tax alleged to have been erroneously, illegally, or
unconstitutionally paid. Application for refund must be made in writing within one (1) year of the payment of
the tax. The application must state the reasons why the taxpayer believes a refund is due. The Director shall act
upon such application promptly and shall provide notice to the taxpayer of the action.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-230.04. - Revisions.
Any taxpayer may apply in writing, stating the basis therefor, to the Director for a revision of the tax assessed
against him. Any request for a revision must be made within fifteen (15) days of the date on which the Director
notifies the taxpayer of tax due pursuant to this Subdivision. If no application for revision is made within the
fifteen (15) day period, the assessment is final. No application for revision shall be considered by the Director
unless made within that period. The Director shall act upon such application promptly and shall provide notice
to the taxpayer of the action.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-231. - Appeals.
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(a)
Within fifteen (15) days of notice of action by the Director on the taxpayer's application for revision or refund of
an assessment, the taxpayer may request a formal hearing before the Director. The Director shall grant a hearing
and shall give the taxpayer reasonable notice of the time, date and place of the hearing.
(b)
The Director shall have the power to administer oaths and to prescribe all necessary and reasonable rules for the
conduct of a hearing.
(c)
After a hearing, the Director shall make a determination concerning any revision of the assessment, or grant or
refuse a refund and shall provide notice to the taxpayer of this determination.
(d)
In addition, the Director may levy a deficiency assessment against the taxpayer for any additional taxes found to
be due.
(e)
Any taxpayer dissatisfied with any final determination of the Director pursuant to this Subdivision may appeal to
the Circuit Court for Prince George's County within thirty (30) days from the date of mailing of the notice of the
final determination.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-231.01. - Powers of Director of Finance.
The Director shall promulgate such regulations and procedures as are necessary or appropriate to administer this
Subdivision. The County Attorney, on behalf of the Director, may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for
an order compelling such testimony, records, or evidence under proper safeguards as the court may deem
necessary or appropriate to carry out the provisions of this Subdivision.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-231.02. - Compromise of claims.
Whenever it is ascertained by the Director that a lesser sum may be collected than the total taxes, penalties and
interest due, the Director shall be authorized to compromise the claim, accept the lesser sum, and issue a release
of the claim or satisfaction of the judgment as though the same had been paid in full. Such compromise is
authorized only in such cases where the Director finds that the full amount would be uncollectible.
(CB-13-1987)
Sec. 10-231.03. - Enforcement by County Attorney.
In addition to all other remedies provided by State or County law, the County Attorney on behalf of the County
may institute any appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Subdivision.
(CB-13-1987)
SUBDIVISION 4B. - AGRICULTURAL LAND TAX CREDIT.
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Sec. 10-231.04. - Property tax credits for agricultural land.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-318(b)(1)(viii) of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland and the terms defined therein, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on agricultural
land, including any farm improvement used in connection with an activity that is recognized by the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation as an approved agricultural activity, that is subject to State or County
agricultural land preservation programs.
(b)
The amount of the tax credit shall be equal to the full amount of the County property tax imposed on the
property, provided that each year the property owner shall submit an application and proof of claim as required
by the Director of Finance.
(c)
The tax credit granted shall be applicable effective with the taxable year beginning
July 1, 2009, provided that the application is filed with the Director of Finance on or before October 1st of each
taxable year.
(d)
During the fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this section shall not exceed $250,000. Tax
credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
subsection (c) of this section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set in this subsection to be
exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order received.
(e)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-318(e) of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
a property owner who has been granted a property tax credit for agricultural land under this Section and
subsequently withdraws the property from a State or County agricultural land preservation program shall be
liable for:
(1)
All property taxes for which the property owner would have been liable if a property tax credit for agricultural
land had not been granted under this Section for a period not exceeding ten (10) years from the date that the
property was subject to a State or County agricultural land preservation program;
(2)
Interest on the total tax liability as required under Section 14-605 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code
of Maryland; and
(3)
A tax penalty as required under Section 14-703 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(f)
The Director of Finance is authorized to develop an application form and establish procedures to administer the
tax credit and liability provisions established in this Section.
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(CB-66-2008)
SUBDIVISION 5. - COMMERCIAL PROPERTY AND SINGLE DWELLING UNIT TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-232. - Tax credit for specified single dwelling unit and commercial property.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall administer the system of tax credits provided for in this Subdivision.
(b)
Pursuant to the authority of Section 9-207, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, there is hereby
established a tax credit of one hundred percent (100%) of the County property tax imposed upon commercial
property or a single dwelling unit, provided all the requirements of this Subdivision are met.
(c)
The credit shall be for property taxes on the assessed value of the commercial property or dwelling unit,
excluding land, and shall be available to the owner upon application to the Director of Finance. The credit shall
be for only one (1) continuous period of time not to exceed one (1) year.
(d)
To be eligible for the tax credit the dwelling unit or commercial property must comply with the following:
(1)
A dwelling unit must meet the definition of Subtitle 27 of this Code;
(2)
A dwelling unit must be assessed as a single unit under the provisions of Title 9, Tax-Property Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland, or any rules, regulations, or procedures established thereunder;
(3)
Commercial property shall be defined as a commercial building, or that portion of a building which has been
subdivided as a condominium unit pursuant to Maryland law.
(4)
The commercial property or dwelling unit is newly constructed or substantially rehabilitated;
(A)
Substantially rehabilitated means a dwelling unit or commercial property which:
(i)
Increased in its assessed value by more than fifty percent (50%) solely by reason of its rehabilitation; and
(ii)
Has been rehabilitated because it is more than twenty (20) years old or has been damaged by fire, storm, or other
circumstances beyond the control of the owner.
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(5)
The commercial property or dwelling unit has never been sold, rented, or occupied since construction or
substantial rehabilitation.
(e)
The tax credit shall not be applicable to any dwelling unit which has been converted from a rental residential
status to a condominium as defined in Title 11, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(Gen. Res. No. 11-1969, Sec. 1; CB-149-1980; CB-111-1984; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 10-233. - Application for tax credit; approval; appeal; required report.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall provide and keep on hand the application forms for the tax credits. The application
shall be made before interest or penalty on the applicable taxes accrue; shall be made under oath; and shall
contain such information as will enable the Director to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax
credit. In addition, there shall be stated in the application a legal description of the property upon which the
dwelling or commercial property is located and any other information deemed necessary by the Director to
identify the dwelling or commercial property.
(b)
In the event the Director determines that the application does not qualify for the tax credit, the reasons for the
denial shall be communicated to the applicant.
(c)
Any applicant shall have a right of appeal of the decision of the Director if he gives notice of his appeal within
thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice of nonqualification. The notice of appeal shall be directed to the Board
of Appeals which shall hear and decide the appeal.
(d)
Not later than the date of occupancy of the dwelling unit or commercial property first following its construction
or substantial rehabilitation, the applicant shall send to the Director of Finance notice of the date of its
occupancy or its sale or rental, whichever is earlier. Failure to send such timely notice shall result in the denial of
the tax credit provided by this Subdivision.
(e)
The tax credit provided for in this Subdivision shall be in the form of a refund and shall be prorated in each
applicable fiscal year from the beginning of the tax period to the date of occupancy, sale or rental of the dwelling
unit or commercial property.
(Gen. Res. No. 11-1969, Sec. 1; CB-117-1977; CB-149-1980; CB-111-1984)
Sec. 10-234. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-235. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 5A. - TAX CREDITS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO HISTORIC RESOURCES.
Sec. 10-235.01. - Tax credits for improvements to historic resources.
(a)
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There shall be allowed a tax credit on County real property taxes based upon the amount expended by an ownertaxpayer for restoration and preservation of any structure having historic, architectural, or cultural value which,
on the date of application for said credit, is classified as a Historic Site or Historic District on the Adopted and
Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland, or has been designated on such
plan as a historic resource which the Historic Preservation Commission has recommended to be classified as a
Historic Site or Historic District, or has been classified as a Historic Site by action of the District Council
pursuant to Section 29-120.01 of the County Code. The tax credit shall be in an amount equal to twenty-five
percent (25%) of the owner's expense for such restoration and preservation, as indicated by properly documented
receipts.
(b)
There shall be allowed a tax credit on County real property taxes based upon the amount expended by an ownertaxpayer, for new construction adjacent to, and architecturally compatible with, any structure having historic,
architectural, or cultural value which is located within any Historic District designated on the Adopted and
Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland. The tax credit shall be in an
amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the owner's expense of the cost of construction of an architecturally
compatible new structure, as indicated by properly documented receipts.
(c)
The tax credit referred to in this Section shall be allowed for the tax year immediately following the year in
which the restoration or preservation work or new construction, or any portion thereof, is completed. A claim
may be granted if filed within five (5) years of the completion, and in the event taxes were paid for the period of
the credit, the Director of Finance would be authorized to effectuate a refund. Any unused portion of a credit
granted may be carried over for ten (10) subsequent years.
(d)
Application for the tax credit referred to in this Section shall be made to the Historic Preservation Commission.
The tax credit application shall not be finally approved until the receipts required by this Section have been filed
with the Commission, accompanied by the oath or affirmation of the owner-taxpayer, on such forms as are
prescribed by the Commission, that the receipts are those for the actual expenditures in connection with the
restoration and preservation of the structure, or the new construction within a Historic District. The Commission
shall make a determination as to whether the work performed has historic, architectural, or cultural value within
the meaning of Section 9-204, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. The Commission shall be
liberal in such determination.
(e)
The approved application in the amount determined by the Commission shall be forwarded to the County
Director of Finance to be acted upon.
(CB-144-1981; CB-46-2013; CB-48-2017)
SUBDIVISION 5B. - REVITALIZATION TAX CREDITS.
Sec. 10-235.02. - Tax credits for redevelopment and revitalization; district established.
(a)
Upon the recommendation of the County Executive, or on its own initiative, the County Council may establish,
by ordinance, one or more Revitalization Tax Credit Districts.
(b)
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In establishing a Revitalization Tax Credit District, consideration shall be given to factors related to community
redevelopment and business revitalization, such as, but not limited to: median household income, the residential
density of the area, land use in the area, economic factors, and unemployment rates.
(c)
All property located within a Revitalization Tax Credit District shall be eligible for the
redevelopment/revitalization tax credit as set forth in this Section.
(d)
There shall be allowed a tax credit on eligible County real property taxes based upon the value of the following
eligible improvements requiring a County building permit:
(1)
The construction, reconstruction, or extension of nonresidential structures;
(2)
The reconstruction or extension of existing residential structures;
(3)
The construction or reconstruction of new single-family residential structures that are built on lots on which a
residential structure has been razed or demolished within the prior five (5) years, or on vacant lots between
adjacent lots with single-family residential structures; and
(4)
New construction in developments of less than ten (10) one-family dwellings, as set forth in the plan of
subdivision.
(e)
New construction in developments of ten (10) or more one-family dwellings, as set forth in the plan of
subdivision, or new multifamily units may be eligible for the tax credit upon resolution of the County Council.
Consideration shall be given to the factors related to community redevelopment and business revitalization set
forth in Subsection (b), above.
(f)
Eligible improvements may be limited in the ordinance establishing each district.
(g)
Unless provided otherwise in the ordinance establishing a district:
(1)
For nonresidential improvements, for the first tax year immediately following the year in which the
improvements are completed and assessed, the tax credit shall be in an amount equal to 100% of the amount of
the County property tax imposed on the increased assessment attributable to the improvements as determined by
the Supervisor of Assessments. The tax credit shall be reduced to 80% in the subsequent tax year, 60% in the
third year, 40% in the fourth year, and 20% in the fifth year. A property tax credit granted hereunder for
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nonresidential improvements may not be granted for more than five (5) consecutive years. The total value of the
tax credit over five (5) years may not exceed an amount equal to 100% of the costs of eligible improvements.
(2)
For residential improvements, for the first tax year immediately following the year in which the improvements
are completed and assessed, the tax credit shall be in an amount equal to 100% of the amount of the County
property tax imposed on the increased assessment attributable to the improvements as determined by the
Supervisor of Assessments. The tax credit shall be reduced to 66% in the subsequent tax year, and 33% in the
third year. A property tax credit granted hereunder for residential improvements may not be granted for more
than three (3) consecutive years. The total value of the tax credit over three (3) years may not exceed an amount
equal to 100% of the costs of eligible improvements. For residential improvements, the maximum amount of
eligible improvements shall be $200,000 per dwelling unit.
(h)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit applicable to the eligible improvements, and such other information or documentation
as the Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit. Information
pertaining to the revitalization tax credit shall be provided on the County website in a user friendly format for
applicants to access the revitalization tax credit information and understand how it can be used.
(CB-38-1993; CB-83-2010; CB-74-2012)
Editor's note— CR-5-1995 provided that Amberger Subdivision, consisting of twelve one family units in
census tract 8041.02, is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-43-1995 provided that Walker Mill Town Subdivision, consisting of approximately 125 one family units in
census tract 8028.04, is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-51-1995 provided that Kentland Subdivision, consisting of approximately 54 one family units in census tract
8033, is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-49-1997 designated 16 revitalization areas as "designated neighborhoods" for participation in the
Neighborhood Business Development Program.
CR-45-2001 provided that St. Paul Senior Living Limited Partnership, located at 1207 Addison Road in Capital
Heights, Maryland in census tract number 8028.03 is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-29-2004 provided that the development of multi-family units known as University View Project, located at
8204 Baltimore Avenue in College Park in census tract number 8070, is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-15-2006 provided that The Towers at University Town Center, consisting of 244 units of high rise multifamily student housing, located on Belcrest Road in Hyattsville in census tract number 805901, is eligible for the
tax credit.
CR-64-2007 provided that Post Park, consisting of 396 units of mid-rise multifamily housing, located on EastWest Highway in Hyattsville in census tract number 805901, is eligible for the tax credit.
CR-69-2007 provided that Belcrest Center (Mosaic at Metro) in census tract number 805901 is eligible for the
tax credit.
CR-78-2007 expanded the existing designated neighborhoods of Oxon Hill and Glassmanor.
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CR-84-2007 expresses approval of the McCormick-Goodhart Mansion, submitted by CASA of Maryland, Inc.,
to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community development for participation in the Department's
Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-9-2008 expresses approval of Housing Options and Planning Enterprises, Inc. (HOPE) for participation in
the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-35-2008 expresses approval of the Blight Removal and Creation of Workforce Housing for participation in
the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-85-2008 expresses approval of the Prince George's Financial Services Corporation to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-84-2008 finds that the proposed residential development projects at Jefferson Square at College Park and
Jefferson at College Park West are eligible for the revitalization and redevelopment tax credit.
CR-88-2008 finds that the development of multi-family units known as University View Project is eligible for
the revitalization and redevelopment tax credit.
CR-5-2009 expresses approval of the project submitted by Maryland Humanities Council, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-43-2009 expresses approval of the project submitted by the Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-45-2009 finds that the development known as Renaissance Square is eligible for the
revitalization/redevelopment tax credit.
CR-91-2009 expresses approval of project submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc., to the Maryland Department
of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Department's Community Investment Tax
Credit Program.
CR-92-2009 expresses approval of the application submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc. through the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for funding through the Community Legacy Financial
Assistance Fund. (McCormick-Goodhart Mansion)
CR-87-2010 finds that the development known as Jericho Senior Living, LLC is eligible for the
revitalization/redevelopment tax credit.
CR-17-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by Housing Initiative Partnership to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-68-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by The Red Devils to the Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-69-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-70-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by Jehovah Jireh Community Development Center,
Inc., to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community
Investment Tax Credit Program.
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CR-71-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. to the
Maryland Department of Housing Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax
Credit Program.
CR-72-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Alice Ferguson Foundation to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-79-2011 expresses approval of the application by Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. ("HIP"), a Maryland
nonprofit, to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for funding through the
Community Legacy Financial Assistance Fund.
CR-80-2011 expresses approval of the application submitted by Prince George's County , Maryland to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for funding through the Community Legacy
Financial Assistance Fund.
CR-66-2012 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Patuxent Riverkeeper to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-68-2012 expresses approval of the Project submitted by Hospice of the Chesapeake, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-69-2012 expresses approval of the Project submitted by Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. to the Maryland Department
of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-72-2012 approves the application of Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. submitted to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Legacy Financial
Assistance Fund.
CR-73-2012 expresses approval of the Project submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-78-2012 expresses support for the financing application to the Community Development Administration of
the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development by S.J. Ross Associates, Inc. to rehabilitate
and improve apartment units in the Overlook Apartment Complex.
CR-79-2012 expresses support for the financing application to the Community Development Administration of
the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development by Landex Development, LLC to construct
112 new workforce apartments.
CR-90-2012 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Prince George's County Department of
Housing and Community Development for funding through the Strategic Development and Smart Growth
Impact Fund.
CR-71-2013 expresses approval of the application submitted by Hospice of the Chesapeake, Inc. to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-76-2013 expresses continued approval of the Project submitted by the Patuxent Riverkeeper to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
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CR-84-2013 expresses continued approval of the project submitted by HIP to the Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-91-2013 expresses approval of the Project submitted by Legal Aid Bureau, Inc., to the Maryland Department
of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-93-2013 expresses approval of the project submitted by HIP to the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development for participation in the Community Legacy Program.
CR-124-2013 expresses approval of the Project submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc., to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-59-2014 expresses continued approval of the Project ("Bounce Back" and "My Budget Coach") submitted
by Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development
for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-60-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by Hospice of the Chesapeake, Inc. to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-77-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by the White Rose Foundation, Inc. to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-78-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by Doctors Community Hospital to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-79-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Ivy Community Charities of Prince George's
County, Inc. to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the
Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-80-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Legacy Financial
Assistance Fund.
CR-81-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by the CASA de Maryland, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
Program.
CR-82-2014 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Redevelopment Authority of Prince
George's County to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the
Community Legacy Program.
CR-36-2015 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-37-2015 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Doctors Community Hospital to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit Program.
CR-41-2015 expresses approval of the application submitted by the Central Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization
Community Development Corporation to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development
for participation in the Community Legacy Program.
1009/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

CR-42-2015 expresses approval of the Project, as set forth in Attachment A, submitted by the Central
Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization Community Development Corporation to the Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-46-2015 expresses approval of the application submitted by Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc. ("HIP") to
the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Legacy
Program.
CR-47-2015 expresses approval of the Project, as set forth in Attachment A, submitted by the Towson
University Foundation, Inc. to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for
participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-65-2015 expresses approval of the Project set forth in Attachment A., submitted by Ivy Community
Charities of Prince George's County, Inc. to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development
for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-71-2015 expresses approval of the Project set forth in Attachment A., submitted as part of The Foundation
Schools' application to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in
the Community Investment Tax Credit Program.
CR-74-2015 expresses approval of the Project set forth in Attachment A., submitted by Champ House Recover,
Inc. to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for funding in the amount of
$50,000 from the Nonprofit Assistance Fund for the Roof Renovation Project.
CR-47-2016 expresses approval of the Hospice of the Chesapeake Foundation Project, submitted to the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment
Tax Credit (CITC) Program.
CR-58-2016 expresses approval of the proposal submitted by CASA de Maryland, Inc. to the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development for participation in the Community Investment Tax Credit
(CITC) Program.
CR-16-2017 provides that Columbia Run (formerly Patriots Landing), qualifies for the revitalization or
redevelopment tax credit.
CR-69-2018 provides that the Oxford Project (formerly the Constellation Centre), qualifies for the revitalization
and redevelopment tax credit.
CR-79-2019 provides that College Park Metro Apartments qualifies for the revitalization and redevelopment tax
credit.
CR-87-2019 provides that Studio 3807 and Artisan 4100, multifamily and commercial developments proposed
by Landex Development, LLC, is eligible for the redevelopment and revitalization tax credit.
Sec. 10-235.03. - Revitalization Tax Credit District; established.
(a)
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 10-235.02 of this Code, there is hereby established a Revitalization Tax
Credit District which shall be comprised of the following census tracts where the median household income does
not exceed one hundred percent (100%) of the median household income for the County, based upon the 2010
census:
800102, 800103, 800105, 800108, 800109, 800209, 800211, 800214, 800215, 800412, 800413, 801104, 801214,
801405, 801406, 801408, 801409, 801702, 801704, 801706, 801707, 801708, 801801, 801802, 801804, 801805,
801807, 801808, 801904, 801906, 801907, 801908, 802001, 802002, 802104, 802106, 802107, 802201, 802203,
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802301, 802404, 802405, 802406, 802407, 802408, 802501, 802502, 802803, 802804, 802805, 802901, 803001,
803002, 803401, 803402, 803508, 803509, 803513, 803519, 803524, 803525, 803602, 803606, 803612, 803613,
803801, 803803, 804001, 804002, 804101, 804102, 804801, 804802, 805101, 805201, 805202, 805601, 805602,
805904, 805906, 805907, 805908, 805909, 806501, 806601, 806602, 806708, 806711, 806712, 806713, 806714,
807102, 807301, 807305, 800210, 800900, 801600, 802600, 802700, 803100, 803200, 803300, 803610, 803700,
803900, 804300, 804400, 804600, 804700, 804900, 805000, 805500, 805700, 806000, 806200, 806300, 806900,
807000, 807200, 807410.
(b)
Every year following the American Community Survey Report, the Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission shall review the census tract data and submit to the County Executive and the County
Council a list of changes in census tract.
(CB-39-1993; CB-91-1994; CB-105-1994; CB-132-1994; CB-14-1995; CB-58-1997; CB-96-1997; CB-121998; CB-43-2005; CB-74-2012)
SUBDIVISION 5C. - RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION.
Sec. 10-235.04. - Tax exemption for research and development personal property established.
(a)
All machinery, equipment, materials, and supplies are subject to a partial exemption from property tax if
consumed in, or used primarily in, research and development as defined in Section 1-101 of the Tax-Property
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
The partial exemption shall only apply to property purchased in or transferred into the County after December 1,
1998.
(c)
The amount of the tax exemption granted herein is equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the assessment of the
property described in Subsection (a), above.
(d)
Application for the tax exemption established herein shall be made in the manner prescribed by regulations
adopted by the Department of Assessments and Taxation of the State of Maryland.
(CB-110-1993; CB-80-1998)
SUBDIVISION 5D. - MANUFACTURING, FABRICATION, ASSEMBLING, AND RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT FACILITIES REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.05. - Tax credits for manufacturing, fabrication, assembling, and research and development
facilities.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-205 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property that is used as the premises of
manufacturing, fabricating, or assembling facilities that locate or expand in the County and meet the
qualifications herein. As used in this Section, "high technology" means any business entity, including a
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developer who enters into a lease agreement with a high technology governmental agency, that is primarily
involved with the applications of engineering, life sciences, computer sciences, research and development, or
produces materials, parts, or equipment used in the type of applications noted above.
(b)
To qualify for a real property tax credit under this Section, a business entity must:
(1)
Be primarily involved in high technology manufacturing, fabrication, assembling, or research and development,
as determined by the County Executive applying the criteria set forth in the regulations;
(2)
Construct, expand, or cause to be constructed or expanded, a building or buildings within the County, to include
at least 5,000 square feet of gross floor area (as defined in Subtitle 27 of this Code) to be occupied by said
business entity;
(3)
Invest at least $500,000 in the construction or expansion of said building or buildings; and
(4)
Create at least ten (10) new permanent, full-time positions for said business entity to be located within said
building or buildings. Neither the relocation of an existing position from any other location within the County to
the new or expanded building or buildings nor the reclassification of a preexisting position shall constitute new
positions for the purposes of this Section.
(c)
For the first tax year immediately following the year in which the construction or expansion is completed and
assessed, the tax credit shall be in an amount equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the amount of the County
property tax imposed on the increased assessment attributable to the construction or expansion as determined by
the Supervisor of Assessment. The tax credit shall be reduced to eighty percent (80%) in the second taxable year,
sixty percent (60%) in the third taxable year, forty percent (40%) in the fourth, twenty percent (20%) in the fifth
year and zero percent (0%) each taxable year thereafter. If the subject new or expanded building or buildings are
leased to an eligible business entity, the lessor shall reduce by the amount of the tax credit computed under this
Section the taxes for which the eligible business entity is contractually liable under a lease agreement. A
property tax granted hereunder may not be granted for more than five (5) consecutive years. The total value of
the tax credit over five (5) years may not exceed an amount equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the cost of
the construction or expansion.
(d)
A real property tax credit shall not be granted under this Section if the new or expanded premises have otherwise
been granted a tax credit or exemption under the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, or the
County Code for the taxable year.
(e)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit applicable to the eligible improvements, and such other information or documentation
as the Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
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(f)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit. The State
Department of Assessments and Taxation certifies to the Director of Finance the assessed value of the new or
expanded premises.
(g)
The Director of Finance shall verify that the taxpayer continues to satisfy the applicable thresholds to qualify for
the property tax credit by requiring submission of reports by the taxpayer, as the Director deems necessary.
(h)
A taxpayer that fails to satisfy the applicable threshold to qualify for a property tax credit required under this
Section during any year in which a credit was earned must repay the tax credit to the County.
(1)
The Director of Finance shall notify the taxpayer of the failure to qualify and that the credit must be repaid and
collect the repayment of the tax credit.
(2)
Interest accrues on the tax credit repayment at the rate established for overdue property taxes from 30 days after
the date of notification by the Finance Director.
(i)
The County Executive shall propose regulations to implement this Section for adoption by resolution of Council.
(CB-79-1998; CB-51-2001)
SUBDIVISION 5E. - ENERGY CONSERVATION REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.06. - Energy Conservation Real Property Tax Credit.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-203 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property on a residential structure that
utilizes a solar energy or geothermal energy device whether such device is owned by a homeowner, leased or
financed through a Solar Power Purchase Agreement.
(b)
For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings:
(1)
"Solar Energy Device" means an energy conservation device that:
(i)
uses solar energy to heat or cool a structure, to generate electricity to be used in the structure, or provide hot
water for use in the structure; and
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(ii)
meets national safety and performance standards set by a nationally recognized testing laboratory for that kind of
device.
(2)
"Geothermal Energy Device" means an energy conserving device that:
(i)
uses geothermal energy to heat or cool a structure or to provide hot water for use in the structure; and
(ii)
meets national safety and performance standards set by a nationally recognized testing laboratory for that kind of
device.
(3)
"Eligible Costs" means those that are incurred:
(i)
within the 12 months before the initial application for the credit; and
(ii)
for costs, including up front costs for the solar energy or geothermal energy device, including any parts,
component, or accessory equipment necessary to operate the device, and reasonable costs associated with
installing the device.
(4)
"Solar Power Purchase Agreement" means a financial arrangement in which a third-party developer owns,
operates, and maintains the photovoltaic (PV) system, and a host customer agrees to site the system on its roof or
elsewhere on its property and purchases the system's electric output from the solar services provider for a
predetermined period. A taxpayer with a Solar Power Purchase Agreement or other type of leasing agreement is
eligible for a tax credit under this section. An executed copy of the lease or power purchase agreement shall be
provided to the Office of Finance as part of the energy conservation real property tax credit application.
(c)
The tax credit under this section for solar or geothermal system purchases is the lesser of
(1)
50% of eligible costs; or
(2)
$5,000 for a heating system or $1,500 for a hot water supply system.
(3)
During the fiscal year, tax credits granted under Subsection 10-235.06(c) shall not exceed $500,000.
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(d)
The tax credit under this section for leases or solar power purchase agreements is the lesser of:
(1)
50% of eligible costs; or
(2)
$1,000, and shall not exceed the cost of the system.
(3)
During the fiscal year, tax credits granted under Subsection 10-235.06(c) for lease arrangements or solar power
purchase agreements shall not exceed $100,000. The tax credit under Subsection 10-235.06(d) applies solely to
solar energy devices installed after January 1, 2013.
(e)
No more than one tax credit under this Section shall be granted per residential household per tax year.
(f)
Tax credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
subsection (h) of the section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set in this subsection to be
exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order received.
(g)
The amount of the tax credit applied in any tax year may not exceed the amount of the County property tax
imposed on the property in that tax year. Any amount of the credit not taken in the tax year in which the
application was granted may be carried over for an additional two years.
(h)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly
installed solar energy or geothermal energy device, and such other information or documentation as the Director
may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
(i)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the
assessed value of the premises.
(j)
The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the energy conservation real
property tax credit on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, which will show the
location by Councilmanic District and include the following:
(1)
the number of applications received;
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(2)
the number of applications denied;
(3)
the amount of tax credits approved; and
(4)
the amount of tax credits carried over.
(CB-11-2008; CB-5-2009; CB-77-2012; CB-28-2019)
SUBDIVISION 5F. - BUSINESS INCUBATOR REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.07. - Real Property Tax Credit for Business Incubator Programs.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-247 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property that is used as the premises for a
publicly supported business incubator program. As used in this Section, "business incubator" means a program
in which units of space are leased by multiple early-stage businesses that share physical common space,
administrative services and equipment, business management training, mentoring, and technical support.
(b)
To qualify for a real property tax credit under this section, a "publicly supported" business incubator program
shall mean a State, a County, a municipal corporation, an organization exempt for taxation under §501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, a public institution of higher education, or an agency or instrumentality of the State,
a County, a municipal corporation, or a public institution of higher education that:
(1)
owns, controls, or leases the space that is used as a business incubator; or
(2)
provides at least 50% of the total funding received by the business incubator from all sources, not including rents
received from incubator tenant firms; or
(3)
is represented on the governance board that authorizes the annual budget of the business incubator.
(c)
The tax credit under this section against the property tax imposed on real property is only available when it
meets each of the following conditions:
(1)
The portion of the property upon which the tax credit is based is leased, occupied and used exclusively by the
business incubator program;
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(2)
The business incubator program is contractually liable to the owner for property taxes; and
(3)
The owner of the property eligible for a tax credit pursuant to this section is contractually obligated to reduce, by
the amount of the tax credit, the amount of taxes for which the business incubator program is otherwise
contractually liable.
(d)
For the first tax year in which the business incubator program applies, the tax credit shall be in an amount equal
to one hundred percent (100%) of the amount of the County property tax imposed on the real property as
determined by the Supervisor of Assessment. The tax credit shall be reduced to eighty percent (80%) in the
second taxable year, sixty percent (60%) in the third taxable year, forty percent (40%) in the fourth taxable year,
twenty percent (20%) in the fifth taxable year and zero percent (0%) each taxable year thereafter. If the subject
real property is leased to an eligible entity or business incubator program, the lessor shall reduce by the amount
of the tax credit computed under this Section the taxes for which the eligible business entity or business
incubator program is contractually liable under a lease agreement. A property tax credit granted hereunder may
not be granted for more than five (5) consecutive years.
(e)
A real property tax credit shall not be granted under this Section if the real property have otherwise been granted
a tax credit or exemption under the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland or the County Code for
the taxable year;
(f)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit applicable to the eligible program, and such other information or documentation as
the Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
(g)
During the fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this section shall not exceed $250,000. Tax
credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
subsection (f) of the section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set in this subsection to be
exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order received.
(h)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the
assessed value of the premises.
(i)
The Director of Finance shall verify that the taxpayer continues to satisfy the applicable thresholds to qualify for
the property tax credit by requiring submission of reports by the taxpayer, as the Director deems necessary.
(CB-52-2008; CB-64-2010)
SUBDIVISION 5G. - BROWNFIELDS PROPERTY TAX CREDITS.
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Sec. 10-235.08. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Subdivision, the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Corrective action plan means a corrective action plan for a qualified brownfields site under Title 4 of the
Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(2)
Director means the Director of the Office of Finance or the Director's designee.
(3)
Increased property tax liability means the increase in the property tax levied on a qualified brownfields site
resulting from an increased assessment due to voluntary cleanup of the qualified brownfields site or due to a
corrective action plan for the qualified brownfields site. Increased property tax liability includes increases in
property taxes levied due to an increased assessment for additional improvements to a qualified brownfields site.
Increased property tax liability is calculated after deducting any other property tax credit applicable to the
qualified brownfields site.
(4)
Property tax means the total County real property tax levied on the qualified brownfields site annually under the
Tax-Property Article. Property tax does not include parking district and urban district taxes.
(5)
Qualified brownfields site has the meaning given in Section 5-301, Economic Development Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland.
(6)
Tax-Property Article means the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(7)
Taxable year means the 12-months beginning July 1 and ending June 30.
(8)
Voluntary cleanup means a voluntary cleanup of a qualified brownfields site under Title 7, Subtitle 5 of the
Economic Development Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-61-2008)
Sec. 10-235.09. - Participation.
Pursuant to the authorization contained in Section 9-229, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
Prince George's County elects to participate in the Brownfields Revitalization Incentive Program established
under Title 5, Subtitle 3, Economic Development Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and to provide a
brownfields property tax credit for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2009.
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(CB-61-2008)
Sec. 10-235.10. - Property Tax Credits.
(a)
There is a Prince George's County brownfields property tax credit against the tax on real property of a qualified
brownfields site as defined in Subsection 5-301, Economic Development Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
in an amount equal to 50% of the property tax attributable to the increase in the assessment of the qualified
brownfields site, including improvements added to the site during the credit period, over the assessment of the
qualified brownfields site before the voluntary cleanup or corrective action plan.
(b)
The credit granted by this Section applies in each of the taxable years immediately following the first revaluation
of the brownfields site after completion of a voluntary cleanup or corrective action plan, for a total of 5 taxable
years.
(c)
An application for a tax credit under this Section must be filed with the Director prior to August 1, on forms
prepared by the Director and must be accompanied by supporting information required by the Director.
(d)
The Director shall notify the Director of the Prince George's County Department of Environmental Resources
and the President of the Prince George's Economic Development Corporation before acting on an application.
(CB-61-2008)
Sec. 10-235.11. - Contribution to the Fund.
Pursuant to the requirement contained in Subsection 9-229(c)(2), Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, for each year of the credit period, Prince George's County shall contribute to the Maryland Economic
Development Assistance Fund under Section 5-313(8), Economic Development Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, an amount equal to 30% of the property tax attributable to the increase in the assessment of the
qualified brownfields site during the credit period, over the assessment of the qualified brownfields site before
the voluntary cleanup or corrective action plan.
(CB-61-2008)
Sec. 10-235.12. - Termination of the Credit.
A property tax credit under this Section will be terminated and the applicant will not be eligible if:
(a)
The recipient of the property tax credit withdraws from the voluntary cleanup program under Section 7-512 (a)
or (b) of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; or
(b)
The Maryland Department of the Environment withdraws approval of a Response Action Plan or a Certificate of
Completion under Section 7-512(e) and (f) of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-61-2008)
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SUBDIVISION 5H. - NEW JOBS PROPERTY TAX CREDITS.
Sec. 10-235.13. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Subdivision, the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Affiliate means a person:
(A)
that directly or indirectly owns at least 80% of a business entity; or
(B)
80% of which is owned, directly or indirectly, by a business entity.
(2)
Business Entity means a person conducting a trade or business in the State of Maryland, that is subject to the
State individual or corporate income tax, insurance premiums tax, financial institutions franchise tax, or public
service company franchise tax.
(3)
Director means the Director of the Office of Finance or the Director's designee.
(4)
Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit means the credit granted under this Subdivision to a qualified business entity
against the County property tax imposed on the new or expanded premises that qualify under state law for an
enhanced new jobs tax credit and the personal property located on those premises.
(5)
New Jobs Tax Credit means the credit granted under this Subdivision to a qualified business entity against the
County property tax imposed on the new or expanded premises and the personal property located on those
premises.
(6)
(A)
New Permanent Full-time Position means a position that is:
(i)
a full-time position of indefinite duration;
(ii)
located in Maryland;
(iii)
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newly created, as a result of the establishment of a business facility in Maryland; and
(iv)
filled.
(B)
New Permanent Full-time Position does not include a position that is:
(i)
created when an employment function is shifted from an existing facility of the business entity or its affiliates
located in Maryland to another business facility of the same business entity or its affiliates, if the position does
not represent a net new job in the State.
(ii)
created through a change in ownership of a trade or business;
(iii)
created through a consolidation, merger, or restructuring of a business entity or its affiliates, if the position does
not represent a net new job in the State;
(iv)
created when an employment function is contractually shifted from an existing business entity or its affiliates,
located in the State to another business entity or its affiliates, if the position does not represent a net new job in
the State; or
(v)
filled for a period of less than 12 months.
(7)
New or Expanded Premises means real property, including a building or part of a building that has not been
previously occupied, where a business entity or its affiliates locate to conduct business.
(8)
Notification Date means the date on which the business entity provides written notice to the County as required
under Section 10-235.18 of this Subdivision.
(CB-9-2010)
Sec. 10-235.14. - Tax credits.
(a)
There is a Prince George's County New Jobs Tax Credit and an Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit against the
County property tax imposed on real property owned or leased by a business entity or its affiliates and on
personal property owned by that business entity or its affiliates if the business entity qualifies for either credit
under this Subdivision.
(b)
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A tax credit may not be granted under this Subdivision if:
(1)
the business entity has moved the operations which are located on new or expanded premises from another
county (including Baltimore City) in Maryland;
(2)
the business entity or another taxpayer has been given a tax credit or exemption for the new or expanded
premises during the same taxable year under any other state or county law; or
(3)
the location of the new or expanded premises is inconsistent with any applicable land use master plan.
(c)
To qualify for a credit under this Subdivision, the new or expanded premises must be located in a priority
funding area as designated in Title 5, Subtitle 7B of the State Finance and Procurement Article of the Maryland
Code.
(d)
To qualify for a credit against property tax imposed on personal property, a business entity must certify that the
personal property is located on premises that qualify for a new jobs tax credit or enhanced new jobs tax credit
under this Subdivision.
(CB-9-2010)
Sec. 10-235.15. - Eligibility for tax credits.
(a)
New Jobs Tax Credit.
(1)
To qualify for a New Jobs Tax Credit under this Subdivision, a business entity shall:
(A)
obtain at least 5,000 square feet of new or expanded premises in the County by purchasing newly constructed
premises, constructing new premises, causing new premises to be constructed, or leasing newly constructed
premises; and
(B)
employ at least 25 persons, of which at least thirty percent (30%) shall be County residents, in new permanent
full-time positions located in the new or expanded premises in the County during a 24-month period, during
which the business entity must also occupy the new or expanded premises.
(b)
Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit.
(1)
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To qualify for an Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit under this Subdivision, a business entity, along with its
affiliates, shall:
(A)
(i)
obtain at least 250,000 square feet of new or expanded premises in the County by purchasing newly constructed
premises, constructing new premises, causing new premises to be constructed, or leasing newly constructed
premises;
(ii)
continue to employ at least 2,500 individuals in existing full-time positions paying at least 150% of the federal
minimum wage and located at premises in the State where the business entity, along with its affiliates, is
primarily engaged in one or more of the industries listed in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection; and
(iii)
employ at least 500 individuals, of which at least thirty percent (30%) shall be County residents, in new
permanent full-time positions paying at least 150% of the federal minimum wage and located in the new or
expanded premises in the County and, if applicable, in newly renovated premises adjoining or otherwise
neighboring the new or expanded premises; or
(B)
(i)
obtain at least 250,000 square feet of new or expanded premises in the County by purchasing newly constructed
premises, constructing new premises, causing new premises to be constructed, or leasing newly constructed
premises; and
(ii)
employ at least 1,250 individuals, of which at least thirty percent (30%) shall be County residents, in new
permanent full-time positions paying at least 150% of the federal minimum wage and located in the new or
expanded premises in the County and, if applicable, in newly renovated premises adjoining or otherwise
neighboring the new or expanded premises.
(2)
To qualify for an Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit under this Subdivision, a business entity, along with its
affiliates, shall primarily be engaged in one or more of the following at the qualifying premises:
(A)
manufacturing or mining;
(B)
transportation or communications;
(C)
agriculture, forestry, or fishing;
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(D)
research, development, or testing;
(E)
biotechnology;
(F)
computer programming, data processing, or other computer-related services;
(G)
central services as defined in § 6-101 of the Economic Development Article of the Maryland Code;
(H)
the operation of central administrative services as defined in § 6-101 of the Economic Development Article of
the Maryland Code;
(I)
a public utility;
(J)
warehousing; or
(K)
business services.
(3)
To qualify for the Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit under this Subdivision, a business entity shall:
(A)
within a 6-year period beginning on the notification date, employ individuals in the number of new permanent
full-time positions required under Paragraph (1) of this Subsection;
(B)
during the 6-year hiring period, obtain and occupy the new or expanded premises and, if applicable, the newly
renovated premises adjoining or otherwise neighboring the new or expanded premises; and
(C)
during the 6-year hiring period, comply with all other requirements for the credits described in this Subsection
and in any applicable local law.
(CB-9-2010)
Sec. 10-235.16. - Amount of tax credits; pass-through to lessees.
(a)
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If a business entity meets the requirements of Section 10-235.14 and Subsection 10-235.15(a) of this
Subdivision, and any applicable State law, the Director shall compute the amount of the New Jobs Tax Credit
granted under this Subdivision for new or expanded premises and the personal property located on those
premises that may be claimed against the County property taxes that would otherwise be due to equal a
percentage of the amount of property tax imposed on the assessment of the new or expanded premises, as
follows:
(1)
52% during the first and second taxable years in which a credit is allowed;
(2)
39% during the third and fourth taxable years in which a credit is allowed;
(3)
26% during the fifth and sixth taxable years in which a credit is allowed; and
(4)
0% for each taxable year thereafter.
(b)
If a business entity meets the requirements of Section 10-235.14 and Subsection 10-235.15(b) of this
Subdivision, and any applicable State law, for the first 12 taxable years after it qualifies for the credit, an
Enhanced New Jobs Tax Credit may be claimed against the County property taxes that would otherwise be due.
(1)
The Director shall compute the amount of the property tax credit granted to equal 58.5% of the amount of
property tax imposed on the increase in assessment of:
(A)
the new or expanded premises;
(B)
newly renovated real property improvements adjoining or otherwise neighboring the new or expanded premises,
if the renovations are substantial; and
(C)
the personal property located on the premises described in items (A) and (B) of this Subparagraph.
(2)
A renovation is substantial for purposes of this Subsection if the renovation results in a complete rehabilitation
of at least 50% of each building on the property.
(3)
The increase in assessment shall be measured from the notification date to the applicable annual assessment date
after the Director has certified that the business entity has qualified for the credit.
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(c)
The lessor of real property eligible for property tax credits under this Subdivision shall reduce by the amount of
property tax credits computed under this Subdivision the amount of taxes for which an eligible business entity is
contractually liable under the lease agreement.
(CB-9-2010)
Sec. 10-235.17. - Recapture of tax credits.
(a)
A business entity which does not satisfy all applicable requirements under this Subdivision to qualify for a tax
credit during the three taxable years after any year when a credit was allowed shall repay the tax credit to the
County after receiving notice from the Director that the credit must be repaid.
(b)
Interest shall accrue on any repayable tax credit at the rate established for overdue property taxes, beginning 30
days after the notice from the Director.
(c)
Any unrepaid tax credit is a lien on real and personal property owned by the business entity in the same manner
as unpaid real property taxes under State and County law.
(CB-9-2010)
Sec. 10-235.18. - Administration of tax credits.
(a)
To qualify for a tax credit under this Subdivision, before it obtains the new or expanded premises or hires
employees to fill the new permanent full-time positions at the new or expanded premises, a business entity shall,
on a form furnished by the Director, provide written notification to the County:
(1)
that it intends to claim the property tax credit or enhanced property tax credit;
(2)
if it intends to claim the enhanced property tax credit, how it expects to meet the requirements to qualify for the
enhanced property tax credit; and
(3)
when it expects to obtain and occupy the new or expanded premises and hire the required number of employees
in the new permanent full-time positions.
(b)
If a business entity meets the requirements for a tax credit under this Subdivision, the Director shall:
(1)
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certify to the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation and the Maryland Department of Business and
Economic Development that the business entity has met the requirements for the tax credit for the taxable year
that follows the date on which it met the requirements; and
(2)
require submission of reports by the business entity during the three taxable years after any year when the tax
credit was earned to verify that the business entity continues to satisfy all applicable requirements under this
Subdivision.
(CB-9-2010)
SUBDIVISION 5I. - HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.19. - High Performance building Tax Credit.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-242 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property for a high performance
buildings in Prince George's County.
(b)
As used in this Section and subject to paragraph (3), the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:
(1)
"High performance buildings" means a building that:
(i)
achieves at least a silver rating according to the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) green building rating system as adopted by the Maryland Green Building Council;
(ii)
achieves at least a comparable rating according to any other appropriate rating system; or
(iii)
meets comparable green building guidelines or standards approved by the State.
(2)
"LEED rating system" means the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) green building rating system as adopted by the Maryland Green Building Council,
including the following terms:
(i)
"LEED-NC" for new construction;
(ii)
"LEED-CS" for core and shell; and
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(iii)
"LEED-EB" for existing buildings.
(3)
For the purposes of paragraph (1) of this subdivision, under LEED Credit MR7 or a similar criterion in a
comparable rating system, credit may be awarded for the use of wood-based materials derived from all credible
sources, including the Sustainable Forestry Initiative Program, the Canadian Standards Association, the
American Tree Farm System, and other creditable certified sources programs.
(c)
For LEED-NC and LEED-CS high performance buildings, the tax credit shall be for a period of five (5) years at
the following ratings and amounts:
(i)
LEED certified silver - 25%;
(ii)
LEED certified gold - 50%;
(iii)
LEED certified platinum - 75%
(d)
For LEED-EB high performance buildings, the tax credit shall be for a period of three (3) years at the following
ratings and amounts:
(i)
LEED certified silver - 10%;
(ii)
LEED certified gold - 25%;
(iii)
LEED certified platinum - 50%
(e)
During the fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this section shall not exceed $5,000,000. Tax
credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
subsection (g) of the section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set in this subsection to be
exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order received.
(f)
A real property tax credit shall not be granted under this Section if the real property have otherwise been granted
a tax credit or exemption under the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland or the County Code for
the taxable year;
1028/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(g)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit, copy of the LEED certification determination and such other information or
documentation as the Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit. The
application must be submitted within two (2) years of the LEED certification determination.
(h)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the
assessed value of the premises.
(i)
The Director of Finance shall verify that the taxpayer continues to satisfy the applicable thresholds to qualify for
the property tax credit by requiring submission of reports by the taxpayer, as the Director deems necessary.
(j)
The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the high performance building
real property tax credit on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, to include:
(1)
the number of applications received;
(2)
the number of applications denied:
(3)
the amount of tax credits approved; and
(4)
the location by Councilmanic district of the number of applications received, denied and the amount of tax credit
approved.
(CB-61-2010)
SUBDIVISION 5J. - GREEN BUSINESS REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.20. - Real and Personal Property Tax Credit for Green Businesses.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-318(f) of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real and personal property that is used for a
Prince George's based green business that provides green products.
(b)
For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings:
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(1)
"Green business" means a business, certified by Prince George's County pursuant to this subdivision, that:
(i)
primarily distributes, manufactures, markets, or sells green products;
(ii)
primarily provides services relating to green products; or
(iii)
primarily provides research and development relating to green products.
(2)
"Green product" means a product that:
(i)
is energy or water efficient;
(ii)
uses healthy, nontoxic materials;
(iii)
is made from recycled or renewable resources; or
(iv)
makes current products more energy efficient.
(3)
"Certified green business" means a business that:
(i)
is certified by the appropriate County agency or official in compliance with Section 9-318(f) of the Tax-Property
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; or
(ii)
meets a green business guideline or standard adopted pursuant to Green America's Green Business Certification,
or other green business certification approved by the Prince George's County Department of Environment, and
recognized by Prince George's County.
(c)
The tax credit under this section against the property tax imposed on personal property is only available when it
meets each of the following conditions:
(1)
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All machinery, equipment, materials, and supplies are subject to a tax credit from property tax if consumed in, or
used primarily by a green business for green products;
(2)
The partial exemption shall only apply to property purchased in or transferred into the County after July 1, 2013;
(3)
The amount of the tax exemption granted herein is equal to fifty percent (50%) of the assessment of the property
described in subsection (c)(1), above; and
(4)
A property tax credit granted hereunder may not be granted for more than five (5) consecutive years.
(d)
The tax credit under this section against the property tax imposed on real property is only available when it
meets each of the following conditions:
(1)
The portion of the property upon which the tax credit is based is leased, occupied and used exclusively by the
green business;
(2)
The green business is contractually liable to the owner for property taxes; and
(3)
The owner of the property eligible for a tax credit pursuant to this section is contractually obligated to reduce, by
the amount of the tax credit, the amount of taxes for which the green business is otherwise contractually liable.
(e)
For the first tax year in which the green business applies, the real property tax credit shall be in an amount equal
to one hundred percent (100%) of the amount of the County property tax imposed on the real property as
determined by the Supervisor of Assessment. The tax credit shall be reduced to eighty percent (80%) in the
second taxable year, sixty percent (60%) in the third taxable year, forty percent (40%) in the fourth taxable year,
twenty percent (20%) in the fifth taxable year and zero percent (0%) each taxable year thereafter. If the subject
real property is leased to an eligible green business, the lessor shall reduce by the amount of the tax credit
computed under this Section the taxes for which the eligible green business is contractually liable under a lease
agreement. A real property tax credit granted hereunder may not be granted for more than five (5) consecutive
years.
(f)
A real or personal property tax credit shall not be granted under this Section if the real or personal property have
otherwise been granted a tax credit or exemption under the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland
or the County Code for the taxable year;
(g)

1031/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit applicable to the eligible property, and such other information or documentation as the
Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
(h)
During the fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this section shall not exceed $1,000,000. Tax
credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
subsection (g) of the section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set in this subsection to be
exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order received.
(i)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the
assessed value of the premises.
(j)
The Director of Finance shall verify that the taxpayer continues to satisfy the applicable thresholds to qualify for
the property tax credit by requiring submission of reports by the taxpayer, as the Director deems necessary.
(k)
The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the green business real and
personal property tax credit on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, to include:
(1)
the number of applications received;
(2)
the number of applications denied:
(3)
the amount of tax credits approved; and
(4)
the location by Councilmanic district of the number of applications received, denied and the amount of tax credit
approved.
(CB-56-2013; CB-10-2016)
SUBDIVISION 5K. - PROPERTY TAX CREDIT FOR ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES.
Sec. 10-235.21. - Property Tax Credit for Accessibility Features.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-250 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, the owner of real property may receive a property tax credit against the County property tax for a
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feature that is installed on an existing residence that is the owner's principal residence when the feature is
installed.
(b)
For the purpose of this Section, the following terms have the meanings indicated:
(1)
"Eligible costs" means costs that are:
(A)
incurred within twelve (12) months before the property owner submits an application for the credit;
(B)
for a feature authorized under this Section, including reasonable costs to install the feature;
(C)
paid by the applicant and not, or will not be, reimbursed by any entity; and
(D)
in excess of Five Hundred Dollars ($500).
(2)
"Feature" means a permanent modification to a residence that results in:
(A)
a no-step front door entrance with a threshold that does not exceed ½ inch in depth with tapered advance and
return surfaces or, if a no-step front entrance is not feasible, a no-step entrance to another part of the residence
that provides access to the main living space of the residence;
(B)
an installed ramp creating a no-step entrance;
(C)
an interior doorway that provides a 32 inch wide or wider clear opening;
(D)
an exterior doorway that provides a 36 inch wide or wider clear opening but only if accompanied by exterior
lighting that is either controlled from inside the residence, automatically controlled, or continuously on;
(E)
walls around a toilet, tub, or shower reinforced to allow for the proper installation of grab bars with grab bars
installed in accordance with the American with Disabilities Act Standards for Accessible Design;
(F)
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maneuvering space of at least 30 inches by 48 inches in a bathroom or kitchen so that a person using a mobility
aid may enter the room, open and close the door, and operate each fixture or appliance;
(G)
an exterior or interior elevator or lift or stair glide unit;
(H)
an accessibility-enhanced bathroom including a walk-in or roll-in shower or tub; or
(I)
alarms, appliances, and controls structurally integrated into the unit designed to assist an individual with a
sensory disability.
(c)
Credits.
(1)
The tax credit allowed under this Section is the lesser of:
(A)
Fifty percent (50%) of the eligible costs; or
(B)
Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500).
(2)
Any credit that is received which exceeds the annual tax liability of the property may be carried over to the next
tax year.
(3)
The credit runs with the property upon the transfer of title, and the balance of any credit shall be applied to the
tax bill of the subsequent owner of the property.
(4)
The Director may only accept one application for the credit for each property during a single tax year.
(d)
During any fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this Section shall not exceed One Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($100,000). Tax credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives
the complete application under Subsection (f) of this Section. If a complete application granted would cause the
limit set forth in this Subsection to be exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years
and in the order received.
(e)
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A real property tax credit shall not be granted under this Section if the real property has otherwise been granted a
tax credit or exemption under the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland or the County Code for the
taxable year.
(f)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property, proof of a properly issued
use and occupancy permit applicable to the eligible property, and such other information or documentation as the
Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit. The applicant for the tax
credit shall submit the application on or before April 1st of each year.
(g)
The Director of Finance shall determine the eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation that a taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the
assessed value of the premises.
(h)
The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the property tax credit for
accessibility features on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, to include:
(1)
the number of applications received;
(2)
the number of applications denied;
(3)
the number of tax credits approved; and
(4)
the location by Councilmanic district of the number of applications received, denied and the amount of tax credit
approved.
(CB-7-2015)
SUBDIVISION 5L. - URBAN AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.22. - Urban agricultural property tax credit.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-253 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, the owner of real property may receive a property tax credit against the County portion of property
tax on urban agricultural properties.
(b)
For the purpose of this Section, the following terms have the meanings indicated:
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(1)
"Urban agricultural property" means real property that is:
(A)
at least one-eighth of an acre and not more than five (5) acres;
(B)
located in a priority funding area, as defined in Section 5-7B-02 of the State Finance and Procurement Article of
the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(C)
used for urban agricultural purposes; and
(D)
zoned for agricultural uses or permitted as an urban farm pursuant to the Subtitle 27 - Zoning Ordinance of
Prince George's County.
(2)
"Urban agricultural purposes" means crop production activities, including the use of mulch or cover crops to
ensure maximum productivity and minimize runoff and weed production.
(3)
"Value" means the amount equal to:
(A)
the gross income that is actually received from sales of agricultural products produced on site; or
(B)
for products that are distributed free or at less than applicable market prices, the gross income that could
reasonably be assumed to be received from sale of those products at market prices.
(CB-74-2015)
Sec. 10-235.23. - Credit qualification.
In order to qualify for a property tax credit, a parcel of land or, any portion thereof:
(a)
shall be an urban agricultural property that is being used for urban agricultural purposes;
(b)
may not be used for any other for-profit purpose that would subject the parcel to property tax liability; and
(c)
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unless a waiver is granted under Subsection (d), shall produce agricultural products valued at Two Thousand
Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500) or more per tax year.
(d)
A waiver may be granted for start up properties for up to two (2) years or for a declared natural disaster or
drought.
(CB-74-2015)
Sec. 10-235.24. - Credit application and verification.
(a)
The Director of Finance shall require an owner to verify product value by providing information to include but
not limited to copies of sales receipts or invoices, provide an IRS Schedule F or C, IRS 990 series form if the
owner is a non-profit and, if relevant, evidence of current market rates.
(b)
Application for the tax credit established herein shall be made under oath on an application provided by the
Director of Finance. The application shall provide a legal description of the property and such other information
or documentation as the Director may require to determine whether the applicant can qualify for the tax credit.
The applicant for the tax credit shall submit the application on or before April 1st of each year.
(c)
The Director of Finance in coordination with the Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall determine the
eligibility of the taxpayer for the tax credit and notify the State Department of Assessments and Taxation that a
taxpayer has been approved for the property tax credit and the assessed value of the premises.
(d)
The amount of credit granted under this Subdivision is equal to the amount of property tax that would otherwise
be imposed on the property, less the amount of any other credit applicable to the property in that tax year.
(e)
The term of a tax credit shall be granted for one (1) year.
(f)
The property owner may reapply each year.
(g)
At any time during the period for which a property tax credit under this Subdivision is granted for urban
agricultural property, if the property ceases to be used for urban agricultural purposes, the owner of the property
shall be liable for all property taxes that would have been imposed if a property tax credit for urban agricultural
property had not been granted.
(h)
During any fiscal year, the total of all tax credits granted under this Subdivision shall not exceed One Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($100,000). Each applicant is limited to an annual credit of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000).
Tax credits shall be granted in the order in which the Office of Finance receives the complete application under
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Subsection (b) of this Section. If a complete application granted would cause the limit set forth in this
Subsection to be exceeded, the tax credit shall be granted in the next fiscal year or years and in the order
received.
(CB-74-2015)
Sec. 10-235.25. - Reporting requirements.
The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the property tax credit for urban
agricultural property on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, to include:
(a)
the number of applications received;
(b)
the number of applications denied;
(c)
the number of tax credits approved; and
(d)
the location by Councilmanic district of the number of applications received, denied and the amount of tax credit
approved.
(CB-74-2015)
SUBDIVISION 5M. - HEALTHY FOOD PRIORITY AREA TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-235.26. - Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit Program.
(a)
In this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings:
(1)
Eligible construction means new construction of a grocery store or substantial renovation of an existing grocery
store. "New construction of a grocery store" means either (i) the construction of any new building for a grocery
store, whether as a stand-alone building or an addition to an existing building, or (ii) the adaptive reuse of an
existing non-grocery store building (a building not previously used for a grocery store) into a grocery store.
"Substantial renovation of an existing grocery store" means a complete rehabilitation of at least fifty percent
(50%) of the building gross square footage of an existing grocery store (or a vacant space previously occupied
by a grocery store). Eligible construction shall comply with Subsection (b)(1)(C) of this Section for the subject
grocery store to be eligible to receive a tax credit authorized by this Section.
(2)
Grocery store means a store that
(A)
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has all major food departments, including produce (fruits and vegetables), meat, seafood, dairy, and canned and
packaged goods,
(B)
has more than 50% of total sales derived from food sales,
(C)
has more than 50% of total floor space dedicated to food sales, and both has
(i)
at least 500 square feet dedicated to the sale of produce (fruits and vegetables), and
(ii)
at least 500 square feet dedicated to the sale of other perishable goods, including meat, seafood, and dairy
products.

The grocery store shall also comply with Subsection (b) of this Section to be eligible to receive a tax credit
authorized by this Section.
(3)
Healthy Food Priority Area means either of the following:
(A)
An area designated by Council resolution with concurrence of the County Executive as a healthy food priority
area due to a combination of the following factors:
(i)
Limited availability of fresh fruit, vegetables, and other healthy food options in the designated area;
(ii)
A presence of a significant number or share of low-income residents in the designated area;
(iii)
Limited transportation options or access for local residents, including limited access to public transit, in the
designated area;
(iv)
Comments from municipal governments, if applicable; and
(v)
Any other factors that the County Council and the County Executive determine are relevant; or
(B)
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An area designated by Council resolution with concurrence of the County Executive as a healthy food priority
area due to a vacancy created by a departed grocery store.
(4)
Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit means the tax credit prescribed and awarded in accordance with this
Section. The Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit is authorized by Section 9-318 of the Tax-Property Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit. The County shall award an eighty percent (80%) annual tax credit
against the county personal property taxes for a newly constructed or substantially renovated grocery store
located, at the time of tax credit award, in a healthy food priority area for the first ten (10) taxable years after
both (i) completion of eligible construction of the newly constructed or substantially renovated grocery store and
(ii) expenditure on new personal property for the newly constructed or substantially renovated grocery store,
provided that the grocery store complies with the following:
(1)
The grocery store meets or exceeds the following eligibility requirements:
(A)
For a newly constructed store, the owner or developer of the grocery store shall have expended on new personal
property an amount equal to or greater than $150,000 or $25 per square foot;
(B)
For a substantially renovated store, the owner or developer of the grocery store shall have expended on new
personal property an amount based on total floor space of the grocery store as follows:
(i)
For a grocery store that is 20,000 square feet or less, have expended at least $5 per square foot;
(ii)
For a grocery store that is more than 20,000 square feet up to an including 45,000 square feet, have expended at
least $8 per square foot; and
(iii)
For a grocery store that is more than 45,000 square feet, have expended at least $10 per square foot; and
(C)
At least 35% of the total costs of the actual construction of the newly constructed or substantially renovated
grocery store shall be spent with County-based small businesses or County-based minority business enterprises,
or combination thereof, as verified in writing by the County MBE Compliance Manager and the Supplier
Development and Diversity Division, with notice within seven (7) days of verification to the Director of
Finance, prior to the remittance of any tax credit proceeds authorized by this Section; and
(2)
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For each of the 10 years that the grocery store receives the Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit, the grocery
store meets or exceeds the following annual requirements:
(A)
At least 50% of the annual work hours at the grocery store shall be worked by residents domiciled in Prince
George's County, Maryland; and
(B)
The grocery store shall have a minimum wage for its workers of the greater of
(i)
$15.00 per hour or
(ii)
the Maryland Minimum Wage as set forth in the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
The County MBE Compliance Manager and the Supplier Development and Diversity Division shall certify
compliance with Subsection (a) and Paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this Section in writing to the Director of
Finance prior to the remittance of any tax credit proceeds authorized by this Section. Failure to comply with the
annual requirements of Paragraph (b)(2), above, shall result in the Director of Finance withholding the
remittance of tax credit proceeds applicable to the year for which noncompliance has occurred and may result in
a total cancellation of the award of the Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit, as determined by the County
Executive or the County Executive's designee, with concurrence of the County Council. Failure of a grocery
store to satisfy Subsection (a) and Paragraph (b)(1), above, shall result in ineligibility to receive the Healthy
Food Priority Area Tax Credit.
(d)
The Director of Finance, in consultation with the County MBE Compliance Manager, the Supplier Development
and Diversity Division, and the Supervisor of Assessments, shall establish any necessary procedures to
implement this Section, including any procedures regarding Healthy Food Priority Area Tax Credit application,
award, remittance, reporting, and compliance.
(CB-3-2020)
Editor's note— CR-99-2020 provides that the Healthy Food Priority Area map set forth electronically on the
date of Council adoption of this resolution at:
https://princegeorges.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/9f9202c51cc345ab9e0e1aa21a23bb76
establishes the County's Healthy Food Priority Areas pursuant to Section 10-235.26 of the County Code.
Additionally, the method for updating designations of Healthy Food Priority Areas in the County shall be by
subsequent County Council resolutions, with the concurrence of the County Executive.
SUBDIVISION 5N. - QUALIFIED DATA CENTERS PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION.
Sec. 10-235.27. - Personal Property Tax; Exemption for Qualified Data Center Personal Property.
(a)
Authority. This Act is authorized under Section 7-248 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, which authorizes the governing body of a county to reduce or eliminate, by law, the percentage of the
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assessment of any qualified data center personal property used in a qualified data center that is subject to the
County property tax that qualifies under this Section.
(b)
Definitions. In this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
(1)
"Qualified data center" shall have the meaning stated in Section 11-239 of the Tax-General Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(2)
"Qualified data center personal property" shall have the meaning stated in Section 11-239 of the Tax-General
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
Exemption from Property Tax. Eligible Qualified Data Center Personal Property is subject to a partial or
complete exemption from the County's personal property tax. The determination of the County's personal
property tax exemption under this section shall be based on an evaluation that the qualified data center:
(i)
Meets the requirements of this section;
(ii)
Will result in an overall net positive impact on county tax revenues and the Prince George's County economy;
and
(iii)
Is in the best interests of the public.
(d)
Eligibility and Amount of Property Tax Exemption.
(1)
Projects with $200 million or more of investment and that create a total of 15 jobs or more may qualify for a 15year personal property tax reduction in assessment as follows:
(i)
Years one through five — up to 100% reduction in assessment in personal property tax; and
(ii)
Years six through ten — up to 50% reduction in assessment in personal property tax;
(iii)
Years eleven through fifteen — up to a 25% reduction in assessment in personal property tax.
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(2)
Projects with $50 million or more of investment and that create a total of five jobs or more may qualify for a 10year tax personal property tax reduction in assessment as follows:
(i)
Years one through five — up to 90% reduction in assessment in personal property tax; and
(ii)
Years six through ten — up to 40% reduction in assessment in personal property tax.
(e)
Notice. The County Executive or the County Executive's designee shall notify the County Council in writing of
the implementation on any reduction in assessment in personal property taxes for a qualified data center under
this Section. Notice under this Subsection shall be submitted within 60 days of any agreement between Prince
George's County and the developers or owners of any qualified data center to implement the provisions of this
Section. Notice shall include:
(i)
The name of the recipient;
(ii)
The number of jobs expected to be created, directly or indirectly, as a result of the construction and operation of
the qualified data center;
(iii)
The amount and duration of the exemption granted; and
(iv)
The terms of any commitment for local minority business enterprises and local business enterprises in the
construction and operation of the qualified data center.
(CB-55-2020)
SUBDIVISION 6. - SCENIC EASEMENT TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-236. - Definitions.
As used in this Subdivision, Scenic Easement shall mean a recorded easement creating or imposing an
incorporeal right upon a corporeal right wherein a servitude is placed upon land in private or public ownership
which established perpetual control in the grantee to maintain scenic views, open spaces, green area, animal
refuges or natural habitat or flora and fauna. Such easement shall be created by conveyance and acceptance
thereof, under lawful authority in the grantee, to the United States of America, the State of Maryland, Prince
George's County, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission or any agency or
instrumentality of such governmental units established by law. Scenic easement shall not include any "green
space" or "common land" or "open area" required to sustain a use in any zoning category wherein density of
occupation is controlled pursuant to an establishment of land use permitting other than single-family residential
occupancy.
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(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 1)
Sec. 10-237. - Tax credit for open spaces; amounts.
(a)
A tax credit is permitted to the owner of any land, excluding improvements, which is determined to be an "open
space" or "open area" as defined by Section 5-1201, Natural Resources Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, or
meets the minimum criteria set out in Section 10-241 and which land is subject to a scenic easement, created by
the owner or his predecessors in title. Such tax credit shall be computed by the Director of Finance to the extent
of fifty percent (50%) of the taxes levied by the Council upon the value of land assessment, excluding
improvements, which levy is made to appropriate the general funds of the County.
(b)
A tax credit of one hundred percent (100%) is granted applicable to the tax on any land characterized as an
"open space" or "open area" which has been made the subject of an option agreement (containing such
provisions as may be deemed necessary by the grantee to preserve the land in a natural state or condition)
whereby the owner agrees to sell or convey the subject property to any local County, State or Federal
government or the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in fee simple within a fixed
period of time, not exceeding twenty (20) years, at a price less than or equivalent to the fair market value at the
time of the execution of the option.
(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 23-1967, Sec. 1)
Sec. 10-238. - Determination; duration.
(a)
The tax credit shall be allowed as of the taxable year "date of finality" or "semiannual date of finality" as defined
in Section 1-101, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. Such allowance shall be made upon notice
being given by the Council to the Director of Finance that by reason of a conveyance, assignment, deed or other
instrument recorded among the land records of the County, such real property is affected and servient to a scenic
easement which:
(1)
Is irrevocable by its own terms.
(2)
Creates a perpetual servitude upon the land therein described which has been qualified as "open space" or "open
area" as determined, in writing, by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission or the
Department of Forests and Parks of the State, or meets the minimum criteria set out in Section 10-241.
(b)
The tax credit allowed in this Subdivision after having once been determined pursuant to this Section shall
remain in full force and effect for all subsequent levies made by the Council.
(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 3)
Sec. 10-239. - Valuation; assessment; condemnation.
(a)
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The valuation and assessment of all property which is entitled to the tax credit under this Subdivision shall be
made and accomplished in all respects as other real property subject to taxation in the County.
(b)
In the event such property is to be acquired by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, the fair market
value of such property shall not be affected by its having been qualified for a tax credit nor the servitude
established.
(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 4)
Sec. 10-240. - Application for tax credit; contents.
(a)
The owner of real property subject to a tax credit under this Subdivision or his duly authorized agent shall on or
before sixty (60) days prior to the annual date of finality or semiannual date of finality, whichever may be
applicable, file with the Council a claim for such tax credit in such form as may be required by the Council.
(b)
The claim shall be accompanied by a duly authenticated copy of the scenic easement instrument showing its
place of record and a certificate of title from a member of the bar of the Court of Appeals of the State showing
the effect of such easement upon the land described therein which shall not be preceded by any prior interest to
secure a debt or otherwise which would affect the priority of such easement and also a survey, made by a land
surveyor or professional engineer registered under the laws of the State, showing the land described in such
instrument, the location of the improvements thereon, the area of land subject to the servitude and a site location
sketch showing its relation to the geographical features which relate to its scenic and open space value.
(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 5)
Sec. 10-241. - Criteria for tax credit.
(a)
After application, the Council shall determine whether the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission or the State Department of Forests and Parks has characterized the land as an "open area" or "open
space," and if so, shall issue the notice in due form to be delivered by the landowner to the Director of Finance.
In the event such characterization has not been made, the Council may issue such notice if it finds that the scenic
easement instrument provides all of the following criteria to qualify for the tax credit allowed:
(1)
The property shall contain at least five (5) acres and shall not be used for any professional or commercial
activities, except such as can be and are in fact conducted from a residential dwelling, without alteration of the
dwelling; except that tracts of land containing in excess of fifty (50) acres may be used for privately owned
country clubs, commercial golf courses, and golf driving ranges.
(2)
No advertising signs or billboards shall be displayed or placed upon the land, with the exception of professional
name plates and signs not larger than two (2) square feet advertising home occupations or products or the sale or
lease of the lands.
(3)
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No mining or industrial activity shall be conducted on the lands.
(4)
No buildings shall be erected, altered, placed, or permitted to be built or remain on such lands; except that on
each five (5) acre parcel thereof there is permitted to be one (1) detached single-family dwelling and such guest
house, garage, stable, or other outbuildings which may be required for the need of the owner or occupant of such
residence. In no case is any building to be constructed on the lands described herein which, when completed, is
to be used for any of the purposes which are expressly prohibited in this Subdivision.
(5)
The property is in conformance with all applicable provisions of Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and/or an approved
Tree Conservation Plan.
(6)
No dump of ashes, trash, or any unsightly offensive material shall be placed upon the land; except, that in
eroding areas of a drainage system where surface water runoff is destroying the natural ground cover, suitable
heavy fill may be so placed as to control and prevent further erosion; provided, that such fill is covered by arable
soil or humus.
(7)
The land shall not be used as a site for any major public utility installation such as electric generating plants,
electric power transmission lines, gas generating plants, gas storage tanks, microwave relay stations, or
telephone exchanges shall be constructed or placed on the land. Nothing in this Subsection shall be deemed to
prevent the construction or maintenance on, over or under the land of facilities usual to a residential
neighborhood, such as telephone and electric lines, water mains, sewer mains and gas mains, pipes or conduits,
and necessary related equipment, together with such removal of trees as shall be required for such construction
and maintenance.
(b)
Any other provisions required by the grantee of any such scenic easement, not inconsistent with the preceding
criteria, may be considered but shall not be necessary to establish the prerequisites to meet the requirements for
the tax credit permitted by this Subdivision.
(Gen. Res. No. 1-1966, Sec. 5; CB-33-2010)
SUBDIVISION 6A. - RENT RELIEF IN LIEU OF TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-241.01. - Rent relief payments in lieu of property tax credits.
(a)
Effective for calendar year 1979 and each year thereafter, Section 9-102, Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code
of Maryland, establishes provisions and procedures for payments to certain renters, in lieu of property tax
credits, on the basis of income, age and disability.
(b)
It is the intention of the County Council that any elderly or disabled renter who both was eligible for and did
receive a previous rent relief payment in this County under the laws repealed by Council Bill 63-1979 shall in
the future receive, at a minimum, such rent relief payments as would have been previously available, had the
taxpayer's status and payment been computed under the former County program. The Director of Finance is
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authorized and directed to promulgate procedures whereby the County shall supplement the rent relief payments
made to such renter under the State program. Such procedures shall have the approval of the County Executive
and County Council prior to publication.
(CB-63-1979)
SUBDIVISION 6B. - HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-241.02. - Homestead property tax credit.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 812 (d) of the Charter the homestead property tax credit percentage shall be no greater than
one hundred percent (100%) plus the percentage of increase in the Consumer Price Index for the most recent
twelve (12) months, rounded to the nearest whole number, but not more than one hundred five percent (105%).
(b)
Pursuant to Section 9-105(e) of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the homestead
property tax credit percentage for Prince George's County shall be:
(1)
One hundred ten percent (110%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 1991, and subsequent years;
(2)
One hundred five percent (105%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 1993;
(3)
One hundred three percent (103%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 1994, and subsequent years;
(4)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 1999, and subsequent years;
(5)
One hundred four percent (104%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2001;
(6)
One hundred three percent (103%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2002;
(7)
One hundred one percent (101%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2003;
(8)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2004;
(9)
One hundred three percent (103%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2005, and subsequent years;
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(10)
One hundred four percent (104%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2007;
(11)
One hundred three percent (103%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2008;
(12)
One hundred five percent (105%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2009;
(13)
One hundred percent (100%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2010;
(14)
One hundred one percent (101%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2011;
(15)
One hundred four percent (104%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2012;
(16)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2013;
(17)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2014;
(18)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2015;
(19)
One hundred percent (100%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2016; and
(20)
One hundred one percent (101%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2017;
(21)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2018;
(22)
One hundred three percent (103%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2019;
(23)
One hundred two percent (102%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2020;
(24)
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One hundred one percent (101%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2021; and
(25)
One hundred five percent (105%) for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2022.
(c)
The homestead property tax credit program shall be implemented and administered by the Director of Finance in
accordance with the provisions of State law and rules and regulations established by the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation.
(CB-106-1990; CB-119-1993; CB-108-1998; CB-83-2000; CB-66-2001; CB-79-2002; CB-59-2003; CB-802004; CB-61-2005; CB-54-2006; CB-22-2007; CB-48-2008; CB-51-2009; CB-84-2010; CB-42-2011; CB-662012; CB-66-2013; CB-69-2014; CB-75-2015; CB-50-2016; CB-80-2017; CB-69-2018; CB-43-2019; CB-572020; CB-58-2021)
Editor's note— CB-83-1991 set the homestead property tax credit percentage for the taxable year beginning
July 1, 1992, at 110%.
CB-88-1992 set the homestead property tax credit percentage for the taxable year beginning July 1, 1993, at
105%.
SUBDIVISION 6C. - RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION LEASED PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-241.03. - Tax credits for property leased by religious organizations.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-222 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property for that portion of the property
that is leased, occupied, and used by a religious group or organization and which meets each of the following
conditions:
(1)
The religious group or organization would qualify for a property tax exemption under Section 7-204 of the TaxProperty Article.
(2)
The religious group or organization shall have a verifiable tax-exempt, nonprofit status from the United States
Internal Revenue Service.
(3)
The portion of the property upon which the tax credit is based is used exclusively for:
(A)
Public religious worship;
(B)
Educational purposes; or
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(C)
Office space necessary to support or maintain public religious worship or educational purposes.
(4)
The property upon which the tax credit is based is not leased, occupied, or used for the purpose of making a
profit.
(5)
The religious group or organization is contractually liable to the owner for property taxes.
(6)
The owner of the property eligible for a tax credit pursuant to this Section is contractually obligated to reduce,
by the amount of the tax credit, the amount of taxes for which the religious group or organization is otherwise
contractually liable.
(7)
The property is located in a commercial zone.
(b)
The amount of the tax credit shall be the full amount of property tax imposed pursuant to Section 6-202 of the
Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland by Prince George's County on that portion of real
property leased by a religious group or organization which meets the conditions of this Section. The amount of
the tax credit shall not exceed the amount of the tax for which the religious group or organization is
contractually liable. Tax credits shall be available on an annual tax year basis.
(c)
An application for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation in Prince
George's County and shall be signed under oath by both the owner of the real property and the religious group or
organization which is or will become the lessee. A copy of the executed lease between the property owner and
the lessee shall be submitted with the application.
(1)
Applications for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation no later than
September 1 of the tax year for which the credit is being requested.
(2)
The Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation will determine:
(A)
Whether the lessee qualifies as an exempt organization under Section 7-204 of the Tax-Property Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland; and
(B)
The amount of the assessed value attributable to the portion of the property used by the religious group or
organization for qualifying purposes.
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(3)
After the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation has made a determination, the owner, lessee, and the Director
of Finance shall be notified whether the lessee qualifies as an exempt organization and the amount of the
assessed value upon which the tax credit will be based.
(4)
The Director of Finance shall determine the amount of the tax credit and place a credit on the appropriate
account.
(d)
The Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation is authorized to develop an application form and establish
procedures to administer the tax credit established in this Section.
(e)
An owner of real property who has applied for the tax credit established in this Section may appeal to the
Maryland Tax Court the denial of the tax credit or the determination of the amount of the assessed value upon
which the tax credit will be based if notice of the appeal is made within 30 days of the decision of the Supervisor
of Assessments and Taxation.
(f)
Entitlement to the tax credit shall terminate when the religious group or organization no longer occupies the
property or when the use of the property no longer meets any of the conditions of this Section. Upon termination
of the lease or the cessation of possession by the tenant, the owner shall notify the Supervisor of Assessments
and Taxation within thirty (30) days of such event. When the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation has
determined that the entitlement has ceased, the tax exemption shall be removed from the property.
(CB-37-1993; CB-24-1994)
SUBDIVISION 6D. - LEASED PROPERTY TAX CREDIT - MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.
Sec. 10-241.04. - Tax credits for property leased by municipal corporations.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-225 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property for that portion of the property that is
leased, occupied, and used by a municipal corporation and which meets each of the following conditions:
(1)
The portion of the property upon which the tax credit is based is leased, occupied, and used exclusively by the
municipal corporation.
(2)
The credit does not apply when the municipal corporation subleases the property, uses the property for any
profit-making purpose, or no longer occupies the property.
(3)
The municipal corporation is contractually liable to the owner for property taxes.
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(4)
The owner of the property eligible for a tax credit pursuant to this Section is contractually obligated to reduce,
by the amount of the tax credit, the amount of taxes for which the municipal corporation is otherwise
contractually liable.
(b)
The amount of the tax credit shall be the full amount of property tax imposed pursuant to Section 6-202 of the
Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, by Prince George's County on that portion of real property
leased by a municipal corporation which meets the conditions of this Section. The amount of the tax credit shall
not exceed the amount of the tax for which the municipal corporation is contractually liable. Tax credits shall be
available on an annual tax year basis.
(c)
An application for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation in Prince
George's County and shall be signed under oath by both the owner of the real property and the municipal
corporation which is or will become the lessee. A copy of the executed lease between the property owner and the
lessee shall be submitted with the application.
(1)
Applications for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation no later than
April 1 prior to the tax year for which the credit is being requested.
(2)
The Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation will determine the amount of the assessed value attributable to the
portion of the property used by the municipal corporation for qualifying purposes.
(3)
After the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation has made a determination, the owner, lessee, and the Director
of Finance shall be notified of the amount of the assessed value upon which the tax credit will be based.
(4)
The Director of Finance shall determine the amount of the tax credit and place a credit on the appropriate
account.
(d)
The Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation is authorized to develop an application form and establish
procedures to administer the tax credit established in this Section.
(e)
An owner of real property who has applied for the tax credit established in this Section may appeal to the
Maryland Tax Court the denial of the tax credit or the determination of the amount of the assessed value upon
which the tax credit will be based if notice of the appeal is made within 30 days of the decision of the Supervisor
of Assessments and Taxation.
(f)
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Entitlement to the tax credit shall terminate when the municipal corporation no longer occupies the property or
when the use of the property no longer meets any of the conditions of this Section. Upon termination of the lease
or the cessation of possession by the tenant, the owner shall notify the Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation
within thirty (30) days of such event. The Supervisor of Assessments and Taxation shall determine the date that
the entitlement has ceased, and the tax credit shall be removed from the property on an pro rata basis.
(CB-2-1996)
SUBDIVISION 6E. - FALLEN LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND FALLEN RESCUE WORKER
SURVIVING SPOUSE PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-241.05. - Property tax credits for surviving spouse of a fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-210 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland
and the terms defined therein, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on real property that includes
a dwelling that is owned by a surviving spouse of a fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker and which
meets the following conditions:
(1)
The dwelling is owned and occupied by a surviving spouse of a fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker
and the dwelling was owned by the fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker at the time of the fallen law
enforcement officer's or rescue worker's death;
(2)
The fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker or the surviving spouse was domiciled in the State as of the
date of the fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker's death and the dwelling was acquired by the
surviving spouse within two (2) years of the fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker's death; or
(3)
The dwelling was acquired after the surviving spouse qualified for a credit for a former dwelling under item (1)
or (2) of this Subsection, to the extent of the previous credit.
(b)
The amount of the tax credit shall be the full amount of property tax imposed pursuant to Section 6-202 of the
Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, by Prince George's County. Tax credits shall be available on
an annual tax year basis.
(c)
An application for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Director of Finance.
(1)
Applications for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Director of Finance no later than April 1 prior to the tax
year for which the credit is being requested.
(2)
The Director of Finance shall determine the amount of the tax credit and place a credit on the appropriate
account.
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(d)
The Director of Finance is authorized to develop an application form and establish procedures to administer the
tax credit established in this Section.
(e)
An owner of real property who has applied for the tax credit established in this Section may appeal to the
Maryland Tax Court the denial of the tax credit if notice of the appeal is made on or before thirty (30) days from
the date that the Director of Finance mails the notice of the determination.
(f)
Entitlement to the tax credit shall terminate upon the first event to occur:
(1)
When the surviving spouse no longer occupies the property; or
(2)
When the surviving spouse remarries.
Upon termination of entitlement to the tax credit, the owner shall notify the Director of Finance within thirty
(30) days of such event. The Director of Finance shall determine the date that the entitlement has ceased, and the
tax credit shall be removed from the property on a pro rata basis.
(CB-63-2003; CB-9-2006)
SUBDIVISION 6F. - NONPROFIT SWIM CLUBS PROPERTY TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-241.06. - Property tax credits for nonprofit swim clubs.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-244 of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland
and the terms defined therein, there is a tax credit against the property tax imposed on a nonprofit swim club that
uses its facility exclusively to provide a recreational outlet for a local community.
(b)
The amount of the tax credit shall be the full amount of property tax imposed pursuant to Section 6-202 of the
Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, by Prince George's County. Tax credits shall be available on
an annual tax year basis.
(c)
An application for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Director of Finance.
(1)
Applications for the tax credit shall be submitted to the Director of Finance no later than April 1 prior to the tax
year for which the credit is being requested.
(2)
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The Director of Finance shall determine the amount of the tax credit and place a credit on the appropriate
account.
(d)
The Director of Finance is authorized to develop an application form and establish procedures to administer the
tax credit established in this Section.
(e)
An owner of real property who has applied for the tax credit established in this Section may appeal to the
Maryland Tax Court the denial of the tax credit if notice of the appeal is made on or before thirty (30) days from
the date that the Director of Finance mails the notice of the determination.
(CB-86-2006)
SUBDIVISION 7. - REVOLVING LAND ACQUISITION FUND.
Sec. 10-242. - Revolving Land Acquisition Fund.
(a)
The Council shall establish, maintain and operate the Revolving Land Acquisition Fund and do any and all
things that may be necessary or desirable in connection therewith.
(b)
In order to continue and maintain the Fund in existence over a protracted period of time, any and all costs and
expenses paid out of the Fund for or in connection with land acquisition shall be reimbursed or repaid to the
Fund at the direction and with the approval of the Council out of any funds of the County that from time to time
may be legally used for or in connection with land acquisition but not limited to money borrowed by the County
pursuant to provisions of any act of the General Assembly of Maryland enacted during its 1967 Session or
thereafter.
(Laws 1967, ch. 101, Sec. 10; PLL 1963, Sec. 18-25)
SUBDIVISION 8. - TRAILER PARK OR MOBILE HOME COURT FEES TAX.
Sec. 10-243. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purpose of this Subdivision the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Combined Income means the combined gross income of all occupants, if more than one, and all other persons
occupying the same trailer or mobile home, except that the income of any such other person who has not
attained the age of eighteen (18) by July of the current fiscal year shall be excluded.
(2)
Gross Income means total income from all sources, whether or not included in the definitions of gross income
for federal or state tax purposes, excluding benefits under the Social Security Act or Railroad Retirement Act as
these Acts may be amended from time to time, or the first Three Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($3,200.00) of
benefits/pension received from Federal Civic Service, State Merit System, or other government entity
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contributing to a retirement program, but including gifts in excess of Three Hundred Dollars ($300), alimony,
support money, nontaxable strike benefits, public assistance received in cash grants, pensions or annuities,
unemployment insurance benefits, and workmen's compensation benefits. Gross income shall include the net
income received from business, rental, or other endeavors but in no event shall a loss from business, rental, or
other endeavors be used in the determination of gross income.
(3)
Trailer or Mobile Home means any portable structure or vehicle so constructed and designed as to permit
occupancy thereof for dwelling or sleeping purposes, but does not mean a camping trailer as defined in the
Zoning Ordinance for Prince George's County.
(4)
Trailer or Mobile Home Space means a plot of ground within a Mobile Home Court or Trailer Park designed for
the accommodation of one (1) trailer or mobile home.
(5)
Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court means any plot of ground upon which two (2) or more mobile homes or
trailers, occupied for dwelling or sleeping purposes, are located, but does not mean recreational campground as
defined in the Zoning Ordinance for Prince George's County.
(CB-118-1975; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 10-244. - Tax Imposed.
A tax of One Dollar ($1.00) per day is hereby imposed upon any sum paid for the rental, leasing or use of any
space, facilities or accommodations in a Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court, or for the providing of any services
in a Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court by the owner, operator or licensee of said Park or Court; provided,
however, that the tax shall be no greater than Five Dollars ($5.00) per month per space if it is occupied by the
same individual(s).
(CB-118-1975)
Sec. 10-245. - Exemptions.
(a)
The provisions of this Subdivision shall not apply to any sum paid for any Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court
space when:
(1)
Occupied by an individual who has attained the age of 65 years by the July 1 which is the first day of the fiscal
year in which the tax is levied and imposed; or
(2)
Occupied by an individual who has not attained the age of sixty-five (65) years, and whose gross income or
whose combined gross income, as the case may be, did not exceed Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($7,500) for the calendar year immediately preceding the fiscal year for which the tax is levied and imposed, and
who has been found to be permanently or totally disabled, either:
(A)
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Under the Social Security Act, Federal Civil Service, State Merit System, or the Railroad Retirement Acts or an
approved, established retirement program which is contributed to by a government entity; or
(B)
If an occupant is not and has not been subject to a disability program of a governmental or public agency and the
occupant has been found and certified permanently and totally disabled and the finding and certification of total
and permanent disability is received and approved by the County; or
(3)
Occupied by an individual who receives Public Assistance through the Prince George's County Department of
Social Services.
(CB-118-1975)
Sec. 10-246. - Collection of tax by the owner, operator, or licensee of a trailer park or mobile home court;
quarterly remission to County.
The owner, operator, or licensee of a Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court is hereby required to collect the tax
herein imposed. The owner, operator, or licensee shall remit all taxes collected to the Office of Finance by the
fifteenth day following the end of each quarter year beginning January 1, 1976, in the amount of all taxes due for
the preceding three (3) months. The first remittance shall be due April 15, 1976.
(CB-118-1975)
Sec. 10-247. - Operator to maintain register of occupants; register inspections.
(a)
The owner, operator or licensee shall maintain a register of all trailers or mobile homes located within the Park
or Court, as well as the occupants and owners thereof. The register shall contain the following information for
each trailer or mobile home:
(1)
Location in the Park or Court;
(2)
Make and model;
(3)
License number and issuing state;
(4)
Name and address of the owner;
(5)
Dates of arrival and departure of the trailer or mobile home, or other user of Park or Court space, services,
accommodations or facilities;
(6)
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Make, model, license number, issuing state, and owner of automobiles or other vehicles within the Park or Court
owned or operated by Park or Court occupants;
(7)
Dates and amounts of payments received for use of space, services, accommodations or facilities and, if
applicable, exemptions claimed.
(b)
The Register shall be available for inspection at all reasonable times by authorized representatives of the Office
of Finance for the purposes of determining that the taxes imposed by this Section have been properly collected
and remitted by the owner, operator or licensee. No register record shall be destroyed until three (3) years have
expired from the date of the latest entry of arrival and departure shown thereon.
(CB-118-1975)
Sec. 10-248. - Personal liability of owner, operator, or licensee; penalties for failure to collect, remit, or maintain
register.
The owner, operator, or licensee of the Trailer Park or Mobile Home Court shall be deemed to be personally
liable for the collection of the tax imposed hereby. Failure of the owner, operator, or licensee to collect the tax on
any fee paid shall result in personal liability to the County for the amount uncollected. Failure of the owner,
operator, or licensee to remit all the taxes collected by the fifteenth day following the end of each calendar
quarter year as aforesaid shall result in a penalty of an amount equal to fifty percent (50%) of the unremitted
taxes due, such penalty to be the personal liability of the owner, operator, or licensee. For each failure to register
an arrival or a departure by a Park user for which fees are collected, the Office of Finance may charge a penalty
of not more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) upon the owner, operator, or licensee.
(CB-118-1975)
SUBDIVISION 9. - MANUFACTURING AND COMMERCIAL BUSINESS STOCK.
Sec. 10-248.01. - Exemption.
On and after July 1, 1977, for purposes of taxation on tangible personal property in Prince George's County, all
stock in manufacturing and commercial businesses in the nature of supplies shall be classified as inventory and
be exempted from county taxation.
(CB-130-1976)
DIVISION 9. - INTRAGOVERNMENTAL SERVICE FUND, PRINTING, AND REPRODUCTION.
Sec. 10-248.02. - Establishment; functions.
(a)
There are hereby established and created the following Intragovernmental Service Funds:
(1)
The Administrative Services Internal Service Fund for the operation and maintenance of those central services
relating to printing and reproduction services;
(2)
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The Information Technology Internal Service Fund for the provision of computer and communications services
to County departments and agencies;
(3)
The Fleet Management Internal Service Fund for the management and repair of the County fleet, operation of
the motor pool, and shuttle service.
(b)
As authorized by Sections 821 and 824 of the Charter for Prince George's County, Maryland, it is the function
and purpose of these funds to provide a means whereby there shall be a recovery of costs from other departments
and agencies of County government so that all costs incident to the operation of services common to the
agencies of the County, including depreciation of equipment, shall be borne equitably by using departments and
agencies and to provide a means whereby such intragovernmental services may be financed on a sound basis.
(CB-68-1976; CB-41-1988; CB-17-1996; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-248.03. - Reimbursement; basis.
The Intragovernmental Service Funds shall be reimbursed by County departments and agencies for the costs of
all labor, supplies, equipment, and expenses utilized in furnishing services. In addition, the Funds shall be
reimbursed for depreciation charges attributable to equipment utilized in rendering such services.
(CB-68-1976; CB-41-1988)
Sec. 10-248.04. - System of accounts.
An adequate system of accounts for the Intragovernmental Service Funds established in Section 10-248.2 shall
be maintained in accordance with accepted accounting principles. All costs recovered with respect to
depreciation of equipment shall be placed in a reserve account for the replacement or repair of present
equipment, or the purchase of new equipment as deemed necessary, and without regard to fiscal year limitations.
(CB-68-1976; CB-41-1988)
DIVISION 10. - ENTERPRISE AND OTHER SPECIAL PURPOSE FUNDS.
Sec. 10-248.05. - General provisions.
(a)
Except where specific provisions of an enterprise fund or other special purpose fund set forth different
requirements, or the fund is otherwise restricted by law or contractual agreement, the following shall be
applicable:
(1)
The source of anticipated revenues shall be identified as part of the annual budget and estimated revenues and
expenditures therein described.
(2)
At the end of each fiscal year, unexpended funds shall not automatically lapse into the general fund but shall
accumulate within the fund and be available for appropriation to the fund in subsequent fiscal years.
(CB-120-1981)
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Editor's note— CR-74-1983 established a fee of 15 cents per month for switched local exchange access to fund
911 service (effective July 1, 1983).
CR-65-1984 approved the continuation of a fee of 15 cents per month (effective July 1, 1984).
CR-107-1985 approved an increase of the fee from 15 cents to 20 cents per month to fund enhanced 911 service
(effective July 1, 1985).
CR-27-1988 approved an increase of the fee from 20 cents to 30 cents per month (effective July 1, 1988).
CR-83-1990 approved an increase of the fee from 30 cents to 50 cents per month (effective Jan. 1, 1991).
CR-79-1995 extended the 911 service fee to wireless telephone and 911-accessible service within the County in
the amount of 50 cents per month beginning January 1, 1996.
Sec. 10-248.06. - Deficiency Reduction and Revenue Stabilization Fund.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a fund to be known as the "Deficiency Reduction and Revenue
Stabilization Fund."
(b)
The purpose of this fund shall be to account for short-term borrowing, debt restructuring, or other methods of
retiring any anticipated or prior year deficit, if any, and providing revenue stabilization, including the payment of
debt service thereon.
(CB-29-1991)
Sec. 10-249. - Prince George's International Commerce Center Enterprise Fund; establishment.
There is hereby established and created an enterprise fund to be known as the "Prince George's International
Commerce Center Enterprise Fund."
(CB-29-1981)
Sec. 10-250. - Prince George's International Commerce Center Enterprise Fund; operation.
All receipts and other revenues, including payments in lieu of taxes and other fees, from the disposition of
properties acquired by the County under authority of Chapter 689 of the 1968 Laws of Maryland shall be paid
into and appropriated from the Prince George's International Commerce Center Enterprise Fund, as may be
provided for in the County's Approved Current Expense Budget, and be made available to finance costs to the
County of development, operation and maintenance of projects in furtherance of purposes set forth in Chapter
689.
(CB-29-1981)
Sec. 10-251. - Use of Prince George's International Commerce Center Enterprise Fund proceeds.
Whenever any agency or department of the County incurs costs in relation to the conduct of a project in
furtherance of a purpose set forth in Chapter 689 of the 1968 Laws of Maryland, said costs may be charged to
and paid from budgeted appropriations of the Prince George's International Commerce Center Enterprise Fund.
(CB-29-1981)
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Sec. 10-252. - Prince George's Equestrian Center Enterprise Fund.
(a)
Establishment. There is hereby established and created an enterprise fund to be known as the "Prince George's
Equestrian Center Enterprise Fund."
(b)
Operation. All receipts and other revenues received from leasing, rental gate receipts, and other use of or
admittance to facilities at the Prince George's Equestrian Center shall be paid into and appropriated from the
Prince George's Equestrian Center Enterprise Fund, as may be provided for in the County's approved current
expense budget, and be made available to finance costs to the County for development, operation, and
maintenance of this project.
(c)
Proceeds. Whenever any agency or department of the County incurs costs in relation to the conduct of a project
in furtherance of the Prince George's Equestrian Center, said costs may be charged to and paid from budgeted
appropriations of the Prince George's Equestrian Center Enterprise Fund.
(CB-158-1981)
Sec. 10-253. - Property Management Services Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a special purpose fund to be known as the "Property Management
Services Fund." It shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(1)
The purpose of this Fund shall be to finance costs associated with the maintenance and disposition of surplus
County property, including the payment of outstanding debt service on any such property.
(2)
All proceeds from the disposition of surplus County property shall be paid into and become a part of this Fund
and shall be the primary source for appropriations for Fund activities.
(3)
Notwithstanding any provision in this Section to the contrary, the proceeds from the disposition of surplus
property which was initially acquired or substantially improved with funds other than County funds shall be
utilized in accordance with conditions and requirements applicable thereto.
(CB-114-1981)
Sec. 10-254. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-255. - Mass Transit and Operations Special Revenue Fund; establishment and funding.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a special purpose fund to be known as the "Mass Transit and Operations
Special Revenue Fund." It shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
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(b)
The purpose of this Fund shall be to finance the costs of mass transit operating activities of the County,
including but not limited to, debt service on County Mass Transit General Obligation Bonds and the County's
share of interjurisdictional mass transit operating activity costs.
(c)
In preparing his proposed current expense budget, the County Executive shall estimate total revenues available
for appropriation to the Fund in that year. If the Executive determines that expenditures from the Fund may
exceed the estimated total of revenues available for payment into the Fund, then there shall be appropriated to
the Fund for that year the revenues the County receives from the State under the grant program provided for in
Section 12H of Article 81, Annotated Code of Maryland, in an amount which will be required to finance all
Fund expenditures for that year.
(d)
Unexpended appropriations to this Fund shall lapse into and become a part of the General Fund at the end of the
fiscal year and shall not automatically accumulate within the Fund.
(CB-120-1981; CB-58-1982)
Sec. 10-255.01. - Transit and operations special revenue fund for local bus service; establishment and funding.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a special purpose fund to be known as the "Bus Service Fund."
(b)
The purpose of this fund shall be to finance the costs of intracounty bus service including the cost of operation,
debt service, or grants and loans to private interests for that purpose.
(c)
All proceeds from the collection of recordation taxes levied in accordance with Section 10-192(b) shall be paid
into and appropriated from the Bus Service Fund.
(d)
Unexpended appropriations to this fund shall not lapse into and become a part of the general fund at the end of
the fiscal year.
(CB-121-1983)
Sec. 10-256. - Solid Waste Enterprise Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby established and created an enterprise fund to be known as the "Solid Waste Enterprise Fund." It
shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(b)
The purpose of this Fund shall be:
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(1)
To finance costs associated with the maintenance and operation of land and facilities for the collection,
transportation, and disposal of refuse, garbage, rubbish, and other matter and all related activities;
(2)
To finance costs associated with the administration and operation of the County's Refuse Collection Program;
and
(3)
To finance costs associated with environmental, solid waste management, and recycling and waste reduction
programs in the County.
(c)
The revenues and expenditures of each program shall be accounted for separately.
(d)
The revenue received for each program during the fiscal year shall be expended in accordance with each
program's respective provision of the law.
(e)
Revenues in excess of expenditures for each program for the fiscal year shall be taken into consideration in
establishing revenue rates and fees for the subsequent year's budget.
(f)
All proceeds from the collection of the site development/environmental surcharge established in Section 21-123
of this Code shall be paid into and appropriated from this fund in accordance with the provisions of that Section.
(g)
All proceeds from the recycling surcharge established in Section 21-155 of this Code and all receipts and
revenues from the sale of designated recyclable materials by the County shall be paid into and appropriated from
this fund.
(CB-120-1981; CB-65-1994)
Editor's note— CR-2-1985 approved the expenditure of $2,500,000 from the site development/environmental
surcharge for financing the methane gas power system. An annual progress report is required. Reimbursement of
the Land Reclamation Enterprise Fund is required by the end of Fiscal Year 1992.
All assets, liabilities, and retained earnings related to environmental and recycling program activities in the Land
Reclamation Enterprise Fund established pursuant to Section 10-256 shall be transferred to the Environmental
and Recycling Enterprise Fund on July 1, 1989.
CB-65-1994 provided that all assets, liabilities, and retained earnings of the Environmental and Recycling
Enterprise Fund and the Refuse Collections Enterprise Fund as of September 19, 1994, shall be transferred to the
Solid Waste Enterprise Fund.
Sec. 10-257. - Pledge of land reclamation, refuse, and recycling funds.
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Amounts from time to time on deposit in the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund, together with any other fees, charges,
and other revenues received from, or in connection with, the County's system for the recycling, processing,
management, and disposal of solid waste and recyclable materials under Subtitle 21, and all rights to receive the
same, whether in the form of accounts receivable, contract rights, general intangibles, or other rights, and the
proceeds of such rights, may be pledged to secure any revenue bonds issued by the County pursuant to Subtitle
21 and any solid waste or recycling contracts entered into by the County pursuant to Subtitle 21. Such pledge
shall be valid and binding from the time when the pledge is made. The amounts, revenues, and rights so pledged
shall immediately be subject to the lien of any such pledge without physical delivery thereof or any further act,
and the lien of any such pledge shall be valid and binding as against all parties having claims of any kind in tort,
contract, or otherwise against the County, whether or not such parties have notice of such pledge. No resolution,
trust agreement, or other agreement of the County creating such pledge need be filed or recorded.
(CB-57-1990; CB-65-1994)
Sec. 10-258. - Tax Increment Financing District Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a special purpose fund to be known as the "Tax Increment Financing
District Fund." It shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(b)
The purpose of this Fund shall be to finance costs associated with the conduct of activities authorized under the
Tax Increment Financing Act, Sections 266JJ-1 thru 266JJ-12, Article 41, Annotated Code of Maryland, as
amended from time to time.
(CB-120-1981)
Editor's note— The following Development Districts have been designated under tax increment procedures for
financing and taxation authorized in Title 14, Subtitle 2, Article 41, Annotated Code of Maryland:
CR-121-1980

Ardmore-Ardwick

CR-108-1981

Seat Pleasant/Addison Road Metro

CR-134-1981 and CR-142-1983

Greenbelt Area

CR-136-1980

Collington Center

CR-137-1981 and CR-153-1982

Largo-Lottsford

CR-138-1981

West Laurel and I-95

CR-139-1981

College Park-Riverdale

CR-141-1981

Cabin Branch

CR-49-1982

Upper Marlboro

CR-51-1984

Indian Head

Sec. 10-259. - Domestic Violence Special Revenue Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a special revenue fund to be known as the "Domestic Violence Special
Revenue Fund." It shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section and Section 10-248.05.
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(b)
The purpose of this Fund shall be to finance the costs associated with the administration and operation of
battered spouse shelters and domestic violence programs in the County.
(CB-50-1983)
Editor's note— CR-47-1982 established an additional fee of $15 to finance Battered Spouse Shelters and
Domestic Violence programs.
CR-7-1987 increased the additional marriage license fee from $15 to $25 (effective March 1, 1987).
CR-57-1989 increased the additional marriage license fee from $25 to $35 (effective July 1, 1989).
CR-38-1993 increased the additional marriage license fee from $35 to $45 (effective October 1, 1993).
CR-93-2008 increased the additional marriage license fee from $45 to $60 (effective November 5, 2008).
Sec. 10-260. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-261. - Drug Enforcement and Education Special Revenue Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby created a special revenue fund to be known as the "Drug Enforcement and Education Special
Revenue Fund" to be administered pursuant to the terms of this Section and Section 10-248.05 of this Code.
(b)
The purpose of this Fund shall be to finance costs associated with the administration of drug enforcement and
education activities of the Police Department, the Office of the Sheriff, the Health Department, the Department
of Corrections, and the State's Attorney's Office.
(c)
As of July 1, 1989, all proceeds from the forfeiture or sale of property seized under the Annotated Code of
Maryland, Criminal Procedure Article, Title 12, or any other drug related property forfeiture law shall be
deposited into this Fund.
(d)
Fifteen percent (15%) of the monies in the Drug Enforcement and Education Special Revenue Fund shall be
reserved for appropriation to the Prince George's County State's Attorney's Office for its Special Narcotics
Prosecution Office. Five percent (5%) of the monies shall be reserved for appropriation to the Prince George's
County Health Department for drug prevention and education programs. Fifteen percent (15%) of the monies
shall be reserved for appropriation to the Prince George's County Department of Corrections for re-entry and
treatment programs for ex-drug offenders. The remaining sixty-five percent (65%) shall be appropriated to the
Prince George's County Police Department for law enforcement activities; provided, however, that sixty-five
percent (65%) of the proceeds from property seized by the Office of the Sheriff shall be appropriated to the
Office of the Sheriff for law enforcement activities.
(CB-8-1988; CB-64-1988; CB-105-1988; CB-77-2000; CB-38-2013)
Sec. 10-261.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 10-261.02. - Nontidal Wetland Enterprise Fund.
(a)
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There is hereby established and created a fund to be known as the "Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund." It
shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(b)
The purpose of this fund shall be to provide for the payment of monetary compensation in place of the creation,
restoration, or enhancement of nontidal wetlands; the collection of civil or criminal penalties imposed by a court;
bond forfeitures; and other monetary contributions to the fund form other sources in accordance with the
Nontidal Wetland Protection Ordinance (Subtitle 4, Division 6, Section 4-374).
(c)
All proceeds from the requirements of Section 4-374 of this Code shall be paid into and appropriated from this
fund in accordance with the provisions of that Section.
(CB-127-1993)
DIVISION 11. - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT.
Sec. 10-262. - Stormwater Management District.
(a)
There is hereby created a Stormwater Management District which includes all the land within the boundaries of
Prince George's County, Maryland, except for land within the City of Bowie.
(b)
The Stormwater Management District shall be a special taxing district for the purpose of stormwater
management. The County Council may establish by resolution one or more special taxing areas within the
District.
(c)
Within the Stormwater Management District, the County shall exercise all the rights, powers, and
responsibilities for stormwater management, which is defined as the planning, designing, acquisition,
construction, demolition, maintenance, and operation of facilities, practices and programs for the control and
disposition of storm and surface waters, including floodproofing and flood control and navigation, so as to make
available to residents and property owners of the Stormwater Management District an efficient and safe
operating service.
(CB-62-1987)
Editor's note— CR-28-1995 established a second stormwater management special taxing area and levied a tax
of 6 1/2 cents per $100 of assessed value beginning in Fiscal Year 1996.
CR-22-1996 designated 3 cents of the tax to support activities designed to protect water quality in the
Chesapeake Bay and reduced the tax rate in Taxing Area 2 to 1 1/2 cents in Fiscal Year 1997, 2 cents in Fiscal
Years 1998 and 1999, and 3 cents in Fiscal Year 2000.
Sec. 10-263. - Stormwater Management Tax.
(a)
Pursuant to Article 29, Section 3-205 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, there is hereby imposed a direct ad
valorem tax on all property assessed for tax purposes within the Storm Management District, except as otherwise
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provided in this Section, at a rate required to produce the amount needed to pay for stormwater management
operations and activities within the District and to pay for the principal, interest and other obligations which
shall become due and owing during the ensuing year to the holders of bonds issued by the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission and by the County for stormwater management.
(b)
Taxes imposed under this Section shall be levied and collected in the same manner, have the same priority, bear
the same interest and penalties, and be treated in all respects as other County property taxes, except as provided
by State law.
(c)
The following property shall be exempt from the imposition of the Stormwater Management Tax:
(1)
Property owned by the State or an agency of the State, the County, a municipality, or a regularly organized
volunteer fire department; and
(2)
Property which is not yet provided direct or indirect stormwater management services, but only until such time
as the County acquires, extends, or commences stormwater management services, facilities, or programs to the
property.
(CB-62-1987)
Sec. 10-264. - Stormwater Management District Fund.
(a)
There is hereby established and created an enterprise fund to be known as "Stormwater Management District
Fund." It shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Section and Section 10-248.05.
(b)
All receipts and revenues from the ad valorem tax levied under this Division, and all charges, fees, fees in lieu,
and other contributions received from any person or governmental agency in connection with storm management
shall be paid into and appropriated from the Stormwater Management District Fund, as may be provided for in
the County's approved current expense budget, and be made available to finance the cost to the County of
stormwater management, including all outstanding obligations to holders of bonds issued for stormwater
management by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission or the County.
(CB-62-1987)
DIVISION 12. - DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES.
Sec. 10-265. - Development impact fees.
(a)
Subject to the provisions of this Section, the County Council may, by local law, impose and provide for the
collection of development impact fees for financing up to 50% of the capital costs of additional or expanded
transportation projects required to accommodate new construction or development.
1067/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
(1)
Any impact fees imposed under this Section shall be adopted in accordance with a general statement of public
policy adopted by the County Council to impose impact fees in areas of the County in which the level of new
construction or development is creating a need for additional or expanded transportation projects.
(2)
The County Council shall:
(A)
Adopt a method for determining the timing and location of the areas in which an impact fee is to be imposed;
and
(B)
In lieu of payment of development impact fees imposed under this Section, provide credit for:
(i)
Payments made for the construction of, or improvements to, permanent or interim public transportation projects
authorized for impact fee funding as provided in this Section; and
(ii)
Payments related to subdivision approval as provided in subsection (c) of this section.
(c)
A local law enacted in accordance with this section may authorize the Planning Board to impose a development
impact fee in lieu of mandatory transportation improvements otherwise required to achieve transportation
adequacy at the time of subdivision approval if:
(1)
The proposed development is located within an area of the County in which impact fees are authorized by the
County Council under this section;
(2)
Transportation adequacy is determined by the Planning Board according to the guidelines for the analysis of the
traffic impact of development proposals in Prince George's County;
(3)
The local law provides standards for and the Planning Board finds that it would not be equitable or economically
reasonable to require the applicant developer to fund the entire cost of road improvements necessary to achieve
an acceptable peak hour service level under the guidelines;
(4)
The impact fee in lieu of mandatory transportation improvements otherwise required is only imposed with the
consent of the owner of the property subject to the subdivision approval;
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(5)
Payment of the impact fee is an express condition of the subdivision's approval and noted on the final plat before
recording the plat in the land records;
(6)
The County Department of Public Works and Transportation has approved the estimated cost of required
transportation improvements;
(7)
The local law provides standards for the Planning Board to determine the impact fee allocable to the proposed
subdivision subject to the following:
(A)
The impact fee payable shall be calculated on the basis of daily vehicle trips for all developments to be served
by the transportation facilities involved;
(B)
Except as provided in item (c) of this item, the impact fee shall represent a reasonable allocation of the total
estimated cost of required transportation improvements and shall be calculated based on 150% of the
subdivision's pro rata share of the total trips for the traffic facilities involved; and
(C)
The local law may provide for an adjustment in calculating the subdivision's share of trips by reduction to
account for preexisting trips that do not originate or terminate within Prince George's County; and
(8)
The local law provides standards for the Planning Board to require the applicant or owner to construct interim
improvements if the Planning Board finds that the improvements would materially improve the existing traffic
conditions in the roadway or intersection.
(d)
Any impact fees collected by the County:
(1)
Shall be retained in the escrow account maintained in accordance with Subsection (e) of this Section;
(2)
May be used at the discretion of the County Department of Public Works and Transportation only for the capital
costs of additional or expanded transportation projects within the areas of the County in which the impact fees
are authorized by the County Council under this Section; and
(3)
May not be transferred to any other account.
(e)
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The escrow account required by subsection (d) of this section shall be budgeted, maintained, and accounted for
on an aggregate basis as a restricted fund by the County Department of Finance and may be expended only for
the purposes set forth in this section in any area of the County in which impact fees are authorized by the County
Council under this section.
(Laws 1990, ch. 597; Laws 2012, ch. 686)
Editor's note— Section 2 of Chapter 686, Laws of Maryland, 2012, provided that any development impact fees
collected and maintained by the County before October 1, 2012, shall be aggregated into the escrow account
established in and expended thereafter for the purposes authorized.
DIVISION 13. - REVENUE RESERVE ACCOUNT FUND.
Sec. 10-266. - Revenue Reserve Account Fund; establishment.
(a)
There is hereby established and created a fund to be known as the Revenue Reserve Account Fund.
(b)
The purpose of the Revenue Reserve Account Fund is to mitigate the reduction of the Work Program of the
County by providing a continuing and nonlapsing source of funds for the payment of appropriations approved in
the Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance of the County for which anticipated sources of funds have
failed to be received.
(CB-81-1992)
Sec. 10-267. - Revenue Reserve Account Fund; accumulation of funds.
(a)
The County Executive shall include in the submission of the proposed operating budget of the County an
appropriation to maintain the Revenue Reserve Account Fund at an amount equal to one percent (1%) in Fiscal
Year 1994, two percent (2%) in Fiscal Year 1995, three percent (3%) in Fiscal Year 1996, and five percent (5%)
for Fiscal Year 2004 and each subsequent fiscal year of the general fund.
(b)
In the event that funds from the Revenue Reserve Account Fund are required to pay an approved appropriation
for which anticipated sources of funds have failed to be received by the County and the amount required results
in the use of more than thirty percent (30%)of the balance of the Fund, additional appropriations sufficient to
refund one half of the deficit shall be proposed by the County Executive in each of the succeeding two fiscal
years.
(CB-81-1992; CB-6-2003)
Sec. 10-268. - Revenue Reserve Account Fund; use of funds.
(a)
If at any time during the fiscal year the County Executive shall ascertain that available revenue for the fiscal year
may be less than the total appropriations, the County Executive shall reconsider the appropriations for all of
County agencies developed pursuant to Section 817 of the Charter and submit a proposed supplementary
appropriation for use of funds from the Revenue Reserve Account Fund to the Council in accordance with
Section 815 of the Charter.
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(b)
All interest income attributable to the Fund shall be retained in the Fund.
(CB-81-1992; CB-6-2003)
DIVISION 14. - SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICTS.
Sec. 10-269. - Special Taxing Districts.
(a)
(1)
In this Section the following words have the meanings indicated.
(2)
(i)
Bond means a special obligation bond, revenue bond, note, or other similar instrument issued by the County in
accordance with this Section.
(ii)
Bond includes a special obligation bond, revenue bond, note or similar instrument issued by the Revenue
Authority of the County.
(3)
Cost includes the cost of:
(A)
Construction, reconstruction, and renovation, and acquisition of all lands, structures, real or personal property,
rights, rights-of-way, franchises, easements, and interests acquired or to be acquired by the County;
(B)
All machinery and equipment including machinery and equipment needed to expand or enhance County services
to the Special Taxing District;
(C)
Financing charges and interest prior to and during construction, and, if deemed advisable by the County, for a
limited period after completion of the construction, interest and reserves for principal and interest, including
costs of municipal bond insurance and any other type of financial guaranty and costs of issuance;
(D)
Extensions, enlargements, additions, and improvements;
(E)
Renovation, rehabilitation, and repair of existing buildings, internal and external structural systems, elevators,
facades, mechanical systems and components, and security systems;
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(F)
Architectural, engineering, financial, and legal services;
(G)
Plans, specifications, studies, surveys, and estimates of cost and of revenues;
(H)
Administrative expenses necessary or incident to determining to proceed with the infrastructure improvements;
and
(I)
Other expenses as may be necessary or incident to the construction, acquisition, and financing of the
infrastructure improvements.
(b)
(1)
Subject to the provisions of this Section, and for the purpose stated in paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the
County may:
(A)
Create a Special Taxing District;
(B)
Levy ad valorem, special, or hotel rental taxes; and
(C)
Issue bonds and other obligations.
(2)
The purpose of the authority granted under paragraph (1) of this Subsection is to provide financing, refinancing,
or reimbursement for the cost of:
(A)
The design, construction, establishment, extension, alteration, or acquisition of adequate storm drainage systems,
sewers, water systems, roads, bridges, culverts, tunnels, streets, sidewalks, lighting, parking, parks and
recreation facilities, libraries, schools, transit facilities, solid waste facilities, and other infrastructure
improvements as necessary, whether situated within the Special Taxing District or outside the Special Taxing
District if the infrastructure improvement is reasonably related to other infrastructure improvements within the
Special Taxing District, for the development and utilization of the land, each with respect to any defined
geographic region within the County.
(B)
Convention centers, conference centers, and visitors' centers;
(C)
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Renovation, rehabilitation, and repair of existing buildings, building systems, and components for existing
residential condominiums designated as workforce housing as defined in §4-1801 of the Housing and
Community Development Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(D)
Infrastructure improvements maintenance and maintenance of convention centers, conference centers, and
visitors' centers; and
(E)
Marketing the special taxing district facilities and other improvements.
(c)
(1)
In addition to other powers the County may have, and notwithstanding the provisions of any other public local
law, public general law, or the County Charter, the County may borrow money by issuing and selling bonds for
the purpose stated in Subsection (b)(2) of this Section if a request to the County is made by both:
(A)
The owners of at least two-thirds of the assessed valuation of the real property located within the Special Taxing
District; and
(B)
At least two-thirds of the owners of the real property located within the Special Taxing District, provided that:
(i)
Multiple owners of a single parcel are treated as a single owner; and
(ii)
A single owner of multiple parcels is treated as one owner.
(2)
This section is self-executing and does not require the County to amend its Charter to exercise the powers
granted under this Section.
(d)
(1)
Bonds shall be payable from the special fund required under Subsection (e) of this Section.
(2)
If the governing body of the County issues bonds under this Subsection, the governing body may also:
(A)
Establish sinking funds;
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(B)
Establish debt service reserve funds;
(C)
Pledge other assets and revenues towards the payments of the principal and interest; or
(D)
Provide for municipal bond insurance or any other type of financial guaranty of the bonds.
(3)
All proceeds received from any bonds issued and sold shall be applied solely to pay the cost of infrastructure
improvements, including:
(A)
Costs of design, construction, establishment, extension, alteration, or acquisition of infrastructure improvements;
(B)
Costs of issuing bonds;
(C)
Payment of the principal and interest on loans, money advances, or indebtedness incurred by the County for any
of the purposes stated in Subsection (b)(2) of this Section, including the refunding of bonds previously issued
under this Section; and
(D)
Funding of a debt services reserve fund or payment of interest prior to, during, or for a limited period of time
after construction.
(e)
(1)
Before issuing these bonds, the governing body of the County shall:
(A)
Designate, by resolution, an area or areas as a Special Taxing District;
(B)
Subject to paragraph (2) of this Subsection, adopt a resolution creating a special fund with respect to the Special
Taxing District; and
(C)
Provide for the levy of an ad valorem or special tax on all real and personal property within the Special Taxing
District at a rate or amount designed to provide adequate revenues to pay the principal of, interest on, and
redemption premium, if any, on the bonds, to replenish any debt service reserve fund, and for any other purpose
related to the ongoing expenses of or security for the bonds. Ad valorem taxes shall be levied in the same
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manner, upon the same assessments, for the same period or periods, and as of the same date or dates of finality
as are now, or may hereafter be, prescribed for general ad valorem tax purposes within the district, and shall be
discontinued when all of the bonds have been paid in full. Special taxes shall be levied pursuant to Subsection
(n) of this Section.
(2)
The resolution creating a special fund under paragraph (1)(B) of this Subsection shall:
(A)
Pledge to special fund the proceeds of the ad valorem or special tax to be levied as provided under paragraph (1)
(C) of this Subsection; and
(B)
Require that the proceeds from the tax be paid into the special fund.
(f)
When no bonds authorized by this Section are outstanding with respect to a Special Taxing District, and the
governing body of the County so determines, moneys in the special fund may be paid to the general fund of the
County.
(g)
(1)
In order to implement the authority conferred upon it by this Section to issue bonds, the governing body of the
County shall adopt an ordinance or resolution that:
(A)
Specifies and describes the proposed undertaking and state that it has complied with Subsection (e) of this
Section;
(B)
Specifies the maximum principal amount of bonds to be issued;
(C)
Specifies the maximum rate or rates of interest for the bonds; and
(D)
Agrees to a covenant to levy upon all real and personal property within the Special Taxing District ad valorem
taxes or special taxes in rate and amount at least sufficient in each year in which any of the bonds are
outstanding to provide for the payment of the principal of, and the interest on, the bonds.
(2)
The ordinance or resolution may specify or may authorize its finance board or other appropriate financial officer,
by resolution or ordinance, or its chief executive officer, by executive order, to specify any of the following as it
deems appropriate to effect the financing of the proposed undertaking:
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(A)
The actual principal amount of the bonds to be issued;
(B)
The actual rate or rates of interest for the bonds;
(C)
The manner in which and the terms upon which the bonds are to be sold;
(D)
The manner in which and the times and places that the interest on the bonds is to be paid;
(E)
The time or times that the bonds may be executed, issued, and delivered;
(F)
The form and tenor of the bonds and the denominations in which the bonds may be issued;
(G)
The manner in which and the times and places that the principal of the bonds is to be paid, within the limitations
set forth in this Section;
(H)
Provisions pursuant to which any or all of the bonds may be called for redemption prior to their stated maturity
dates; or
(I)
Any other provisions not inconsistent with this Section as shall be determined by the governing body of the
County to be necessary or desirable to effect the financing of the proposed undertaking.
(3)
(A)
Except as may be required by the Maryland Constitution, an ordinance or resolution authorizing the bonds
required under this Subsection, an ordinance, resolution, or executive order passed or adopted in furtherance of
the required ordinance or resolution, the bonds, the designation of a Special Taxing District, or the levy of a
special ad valorem tax or special tax may not be subject to any referendum by reason of any other State or local
law.
(B)
The ordinance or resolution authorizing the bonds required under this Subsection, any ordinance, resolution, or
executive order passed or adopted in furtherance of the required ordinance or resolution, the bonds, the
designation of a Special Taxing District, or the levy of a special ad valorem tax or special tax shall be subject to
the request of the landowners as specified under Subsection (c)(1) of this Section.
(4)
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The special fund and any sinking fund established by the County to provide for the payment of the principal of,
or interest on, any bonds issued by the County under the provisions of this Section may not be invested by the
fiscal officer of the County having custody of the special fund and any sinking fund except in the manner
prescribed by Article 31, Sections 6 and 7, Annotated Code of Maryland. Any such fiscal officer having custody
of the proceeds of sale of any such bonds may invest the proceeds, pending the expenditure thereof, as
prescribed under the provisions of Article 95, Section 22, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(h)
The principal amount of the bonds, the interest payable on the bonds, their transfer, and any income derived
from the transfer, including any profit made in the sale or transfer of the bonds, shall be exempt from taxation by
the State and by the Counties and municipal corporations of the State, but shall be included, to the extent
required under Title 8, Subtitle 2 of the Tax-General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, in computing the net
earnings of financial institutions.
(i)
(1)
All bonds may be in bearer form or in coupon form or may be registrable as to principal alone or as to both
principal and interest. Each of the bonds shall be deemed to be a security as defined in Section 8-102 of the
Commercial Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, whether or not it is either one of a class or series or by
its terms is divisible into a class or series of instruments.
(2)
All bonds shall be signed manually or in facsimile by the chief executive officer of the County, and the seal of
the County shall be affixed to the bonds and attested by the clerk or other similar administrative officer of the
County. If any officer whose signature or countersignature appears on the coupons ceases to be such officer
before delivery of the bonds, the officer's signature or countersignature shall, nevertheless, be valid and
sufficient for all purposes, the same as if the officer had remained in office until delivery.
(3)
All bonds shall mature not later than thirty (30) years from their date of issuance.
(4)
All bonds shall be sold in the manner, either at public or private sale, and upon the terms as the governing body
of the County deems best. Any contract for the acquisition of property may provide that payment shall be made
in bonds. Bonds issued under this Section are not subject to Article 31, Sections 9, 10, and 11, Annotated Code
of Maryland.
(j)
Bonds issued under this Section are securities:
(1)
In which all public officers and public bodies of the State and its political subdivisions, all insurance companies,
state banks and trust companies, national banking associations, savings banks, savings and loan associations,
investment companies, executors, administrators, trustees, and other fiduciaries may properly and legally invest
funds, including capital in their control or belonging to them; and
(2)
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Which may properly and legally be deposited with, and received by, any State or County officer or any agency
or political subdivision of the State for any purpose for which the deposit of bonds or obligations of the State is
now, or may hereafter be, authorized by law.
(k)
The powers granted under this Section shall be regarded as supplemental and additional to powers conferred by
other laws, and may not be regarded as in derogation of any powers now existing.
(l)
This Section, being necessary for the welfare of the State and its residents, shall be liberally construed to effect
the purpose stated in Subsection (b)(2) of this Section.
(m)
Notwithstanding the provisions of the Charter, bylaws, or Code of the County, before adopting an ordinance or
resolution that designates a Special Taxing District, authorizes the issuance of bonds, or levies ad valorem taxes
or special taxes under the provisions of this Section may be finally enacted, the County governing body shall
hold a public hearing after giving not less than ten (10) days notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
County.
(n)
(1)
As an alternative to levying ad valorem taxes under this Section, the governing body of the County may levy
special taxes on property in a Special Taxing District to cover the cost of infrastructure improvements.
(2)
In determining the basis for and amount of the tax, the cost of an improvement may be calculated and levied:
(A)
Equally per front foot, lot, parcel, dwelling unit, or square foot;
(B)
According to the value of the property as determined by the governing body, with or without regard to
improvements on the property; or
(C)
In any other reasonable manner that results in fairly allocating the cost of the infrastructure improvements.
(3)
The governing body of the County may provide by ordinance of resolution for:
(A)
A maximum amount to be assessed with respect to any parcel of property located within a Special Taxing
District;
(B)
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A tax year or other date after which no further special taxes under this Section shall be levied or collected on a
parcel; and
(C)
The circumstances under which the special tax levied against any parcel may be increased, if at all, as a
consequence of delinquency or default by the owner of that parcel or any other parcel within the Special Taxing
District.
(4)
The governing body, by ordinance or resolution, may establish procedures allowing for the prepayment of
special taxes under this Section.
(5)
Special taxes levied under this Subsection shall be collected and secured in the same manner as general ad
valorem taxes, unless otherwise provided in the ordinance or resolution, and shall be subject to the same
penalties and the same procedure, sale, and lien priority in case of delinquency as is provided for general ad
valorem taxes.
(o)
Before the County may designate an area wholly or partly within a municipal corporation as a Special Taxing
District, the governing body of the municipal corporation must give its consent to the designation.
(p)
Bonds issued under this Section are a special obligation of the County and may not constitute a general
obligation debt of the County or a pledge of the County's full faith and credit or taxing power.
(Laws 1995, ch. 549; Laws 2002, ch. 585; Laws 2007, ch. 616)
Editor's note— CR-37-1996 created the Woodview Village District and levied the Woodview Village Special
Assessment on real and personal property within the Woodview Village District beginning on July 1, 1996.
CR-31-2001 created the Woodview Village Phase II Subdistrict and levied the Woodview Village Phase II
Special Assessment on real and personal property within the Woodview Village Phase II Subdistrict beginning
on August 9, 2001.
CR-62-2002 created the National Harbor Development District and tax increment fund and created the National
Harbor Special Taxing District and special fund.
CR-63-2002 created the National Harbor Convention Center Special Taxing District and special fund.
CR-25-2004 created the National Harbor Development District and tax increment fund and created the National
Harbor Special Taxing District.
CR-26-2004 created the National Harbor Convention Center Development District and tax increment fund and
created the National Harbor Convention Center Special Taxing District and special fund.
CR-49-2005 created the Victoria Falls Special Taxing District and special fund.
CR-65-2006 created the Greenbelt Station Special Taxing District.
CR-76-2010 created the Kingdom Square Special Taxing District.
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CR-28-2013 created the Calvert Tract Special Taxing District.
CR-46-2013 designates the Suitland-Naylor Road Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-118-2013 approved the TIF Proposal, Certificate of Developer, the County Executive Certificate of
Compliance and the Bond Counsel Certification of Compliance for The Town Center at Camp Springs
Development District.
CR-92-2014 designates the Largo Town Center Metro Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-93-2014 designates the Prince George's Plaza Metro Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-94-2014 designates the Suitland-Naylor Road Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-95-2014 designates the New Carrollton Metro Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-73-2016 designates the Karington Development District, provides for the creation of a tax increment fund
and allocates certain property taxes and certain County hotel occupancy taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-76-2016 created the Westphalia Town Center Special Taxing District.
CR-77-2016 designates the Westphalia Town Center Development District, provides for the creation of a tax
increment fund and allocates certain property taxes to the tax increment fund.
CR-48-2018 approves the TIF proposal and certifications (Kingdom Square Development District and Kingdom
Square Special Taxing District).
CR-57-2018 created the Karington Special Taxing District.
CR-81-2018 approves the TIF Proposal and certifications (Westphalia Town Center Development District and
Westphalia Town center Special Taxing District).
CR-21-2019 revised the County's policy for the use of Tax Increment Financing and other financial tolls and
incentives to fund economic and community development projects and initiatives in Prince George's County.
CR-37-2019 approved the TIF proposal and certifications (Karington Development District and Special Taking
District) pursuant to CR-21-2019 in connection with the issuance of special obligation bonds to finance public
infrastructure to support the South Lake Development.
CR-61-2020 approves the certifications of the developer, County Executive and bond counsel for the Amore
Apollo Phase II Project. The mixed-use project located at the Largo Metro Station consists of 379 multi-family
dwelling units, 419 parking spaces and 4,489 square feet of retail space.
DIVISION 15. - CASINO NIGHT LEVY.
Sec. 10-270. - Definitions.
Unless otherwise provided, for purposes of this Division the definitions contained in Section 5-118.03 of this
Code shall apply.
(CB-44-1995)
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Sec. 10-271. - Casino night levy.
There is hereby established and imposed a graduated casino night levy on gross receipts derived during the fiscal
year from gaming activities conducted at a casino night by an organization pursuant to Section 5-118.01 of this
Code to be expended for general purposes. The levy is imposed as follows: five percent (5%) on the first Ten
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) or any lesser amount of gross receipts cumulatively derived during the fiscal
year; ten percent (10%) on gross receipts in excess of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) up to Twenty
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) cumulatively derived during the fiscal year; and twenty percent (20%) on all
gross receipts in excess of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) cumulatively derived during the fiscal year.
The levy imposed in this Division is in addition to the fees established pursuant to Section 5-118.04 of this
Code.
(CB-44-1995; CB-100-1995)
Sec. 10-272. - Levy remittances; monthly payments; levy collection.
(a)
A group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division shall compute and remit the levy to the
Director of Finance on a monthly basis. Monthly payments shall be made on or before the last day of each
month for the preceding month after the effective date of this Act.
(b)
The Department shall notify the Director of Finance of the amount of the levy to be collected for the preceding
month.
(c)
The levy imposed under this Division shall be collected by the Director of Finance.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-273. - Failure to remit levy; interest and penalty.
(a)
If any group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division fails to remit such levy within the time
prescribed by Section 10-272, there shall be added to such levy by the Director of Finance interest at the rate of
two-thirds (2/3) of one percent (1%) per month or fraction thereof and penalty at the rate of one percent (1%) per
month, or fraction thereof until paid.
(b)
Any group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division which fails to remit such levy within the
time prescribed by Section 10-272, shall have its permit to conduct a casino night suspended until the Director of
Finance receives payment of the amount of the delinquent levy and any interest and/or penalty due.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-274. - Action for collection, payment of levy.
The Director shall administer and enforce the violations, fines, and penalties imposed pursuant to Section 10-281
and Section 10-282 of this Division. In addition, the County Attorney shall institute any action deemed
necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division.
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(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-275. - Reports.
Any group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division shall report to the Director upon such
forms and set forth such information as the Director may prescribe and require. Reports required pursuant to this
Section are in addition to reporting requirements set forth in this Division and in Subtitle 5, Division 2A of this
Code.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-276. - Records.
(a)
Any group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division shall keep complete and accurate records
in such form and containing such information as the Department and Director of Finance may prescribe and
require.
(b)
The Department and Director of Finance shall have the right to inspect and examine such records at reasonable
times, and the records shall be preserved for a period of four (4) years unless the Department and Director of
Finance shall require, in writing, that they be kept longer.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-277. - Cessation as an eligible organization; revocation of a casino night permit; levy due.
(a)
Whenever any group or organization required to pay a casino night levy under this Division shall cease being an
eligible organization pursuant to Section 5-118.01 of this Code, any levy payable under this Division to the
County shall become due and payable. Such group or organization shall pay the levy due within ten (10) days
from the date on which the group or organization ceases being an eligible organization.
(b)
Whenever the permit of any group or organization required to pay a casino night levy under this Division is
revoked pursuant to Section 5-118.10 of this Code, the levy imposed under this Division shall become due and
payable. Such group or organization shall pay the levy due within ten (10) days from the date on which the
permit of a group or organization is revoked.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-278. - False, fictitious, fraudulent representations.
A person may not knowingly make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent representation in a levy submission, record,
report, or as part of any other documentation required under this Division or under Subtitle 5, Division 2A of
this Code.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-279. - Levy refund; appeal procedure.
(a)
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A group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this Division shall be eligible for a refund of any levy,
interest, and penalty paid in excess of the amount due and payable.
(b)
Any claim for a refund under this Section shall be filed with the Director of Finance within three (3) years from
the date of the payment of the levy, interest, or penalty on forms provided by the Director of Finance. The
Director of Finance may require such information as deemed reasonably necessary to determine the claim for
refund.
(c)
Any claimant denied a refund in whole or in part under this Section shall be notified in writing of said
disallowance and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Director of Finance or the Director's designee upon
written request, said hearing to be held within ninety (90) days of such request.
(d)
Any claimant dissatisfied with the results of a hearing held under Subsection (c) of this Section shall have the
right to appeal to the Maryland Tax Court. Said claimant may appeal the final action of the Maryland Tax Court
to the courts of this State as provided by law.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-280. - Powers of Department and Director of Finance.
(a)
In addition to the powers granted to the Department in connection with the levy established and imposed under
this Division, the Department is hereby authorized and empowered:
(1)
To make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as the Department may deem necessary to implement the
provisions of this Division; and
(2)
To audit the records of any organization relating to gaming activities at casino nights to ensure compliance with
the provisions of this Division.
(b)
In addition to the powers granted to the Director of Finance in connection with the collection of the levy
established and imposed under this Division, the Director of Finance is hereby authorized and empowered:
(1)
To make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as the Director of Finance may deem necessary to fully
collect the levy imposed under this Division;
(2)
To compromise disputed claims in connection with the levy imposed under this Division;
(3)
1083/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

To compromise claims in connection with the levy in such cases where the Director of Finance finds that the full
amount would be uncollectible; and
(4)
To refund any levy, interest, and penalties paid by any group or organization subject to the levy imposed by this
Division in excess of the amount due and payable.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-281. - Violations; fines.
(a)
A group or organization that conducts a casino night in violation of the provisions of this Division is subject to
the following penalties:
(1)
For a first violation, a thirty (30) day suspension of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a casino night
and a Five Hundred Dollar ($500.00) civil penalty;
(2)
For a second violation, a six (6) month suspension of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a casino
night and a Three Thousand Dollar ($3,000.00) civil penalty; and
(3)
For a third violation, revocation of the group's or organization's permit to conduct a casino night and a Ten
Thousand Dollar ($10,000.00) civil penalty.
(CB-44-1995)
Sec. 10-282. - Penalties.
(a)
A person who violates any provision of this Division is guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to
a fine not exceeding Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or imprisonment not exceeding three (3) years, or both.
(b)
Any person who violates a civil penalty imposed pursuant to this Section shall be subject to the issuance of a
civil citation pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code and shall pay the County a civil
monetary fine in an amount prescribed by Subsection (a) of this Section.
(c)
Any group or organization whose permit to conduct a casino night is suspended or revoked pursuant to this
Section may appeal in the same manner as provided in Section 5-118.10 and Section 5-118.12 of this Code.
(CB-44-1995)
DIVISION 16. - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE FUND.
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Sec. 10-283. - Fund established.
There is a non-lapsing Economic Development Incentive Fund.
(CB-4-2011)
Sec. 10-284. - Purposes and uses.
(a)
In general. The purposes of the Fund are to:
(1)
assist in the retention of existing industry and commerce in the County and in the attraction of new industry and
commerce to the County;
(2)
create new jobs and retain existing jobs for County residents;
(3)
broaden the local tax base, particularly the commercial tax base;
(4)
promote economic development and the growth of the Prince George's County economy, with a special strategic
focus on the developed tier and gateway communities that have suffered from a lack of investment and
economic development and those areas where market dynamics do not create sufficient economic incentives to
sustain private sector development;
(5)
promote local, minority, and small businesses in the County; and
(6)
encourage:
(A)
Transit-Oriented Development, which shall be defined under this Division as a development or project located
within one-half (1/2) of a mile in distance of a Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)
transit station or a Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC) station, as measured from the main entrance of
the building to the nearest entrance of the transit station;
(B)
a balanced local economy;
(C)
international resources and trade to promote job growth, business attraction, and retention for County businesses
and residents; and
(7)
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assist County residents who own businesses that are located in the County in the creation, sustenance and
expansion of such businesses.
(b)
Financial assistance.
(1)
The Fund may provide financial assistance in the form of loans, loan loss reserves, guarantees, conditional loans
and grants for the benefit of existing and potential industrial and commercial businesses in Prince George's
County to finance:
(A)
land, buildings, machinery and equipment, and other associated costs; and
(B)
working capital, including operating expenses, training expenses, relocation expenses, and permit fees, if the
monies funded are reasonably necessary and used to enhance the overall health and position of the business.
(2)
The County's financial assistance under this Division may supplement other federal and State financial
assistance programs.
(c)
Leveraging funding. The Fund may be used for equity investments, and to participate with other government
agencies or private sector institutions to leverage funding for special projects.
(d)
Funding priority. In the administration of the Fund, priority shall be given to economic investment and
redevelopment in the Developed Tier of the County and to Transit-Oriented Development.
(e)
Economic strategy. The administration of the Fund shall be consistent with:
(1)
the County's strategy for economic development, as established by the County Executive: prioritizing TransitOriented Development, revitalization of established communities, and major corridors;
(2)
established policy and goals previously identified through the General Plan approved by the District Council.
(f)
Financial incentives policy. In the administration of the fund, special priority shall be given to:
(1)
Projects that maximize Local Minority Business Enterprise ("LMBE") participation; and
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(2)
Projects that expand and significantly strengthen employment opportunities for County residents.
(g)
Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship.
(1)
A goal of ten (10) percent of the annual appropriation to the Economic Development Incentive Fund is
established for financial assistance to expand entrepreneurship opportunities for County residents who own
businesses based in the County (herein called "Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship"), subject to the
availability of funding and applicants, in order to:
(A)
stimulate small business development and local business ownership by County residents; and
(B)
provide County residents who own businesses based in the County with access to flexible financing for small
business start-up and expansion throughout Prince George's County in a geographically equitable manner.
(2)
Except for legal residency as prescribed in subparagraph (4), below, criteria for approval of an award for Special
Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship are the same as the criteria specified in 10-287(d) of this subtitle.
(3)
In administering Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship, every effort shall be made to maximize the
award of Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship to local minority business enterprises ("LMBEs") to the
extent practicable.
(4)
Eligibility. To be eligible to apply for and receive an award for Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship,
an applicant shall demonstrate the following:
(A)
the applicant is a business whose business domicile and principal place of operation is located in Prince George's
County, MD at the time of the Fund award and for the duration of any loan or conditional loan supported or
funded (in whole or in part) by the Fund award;
(B)
ownership of the business is fifty-one percent (51%) or more by one or more County residents, which are
individuals domiciled in the County continuously for the most recent full calendar year as verified by a federal
or State tax return, for the duration of the award for Special Assistance for Local Entrepreneurship; and
(C)
the applicant's business does not include one of the following uses: adult entertainment, gun shop, liquor store,
laundromat, massage parlor, pawn shop, beauty supply store, nail salon (except as accessory or ancillary to a
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spa), car wash, dance hall, banquet hall (except as accessory or ancillary to a hotel or convention center), or
tattoo parlor.
(CB-4-2011; CB-78-2013)
Sec. 10-285. - Financing the Fund.
(a)
Sources. The Fund may be financed from:
(1)
current expense funds;
(2)
any contributions, donations, or appropriations by the United States, the State of Maryland, any other political
jurisdiction, or any private entity;
(3)
interest income;
(4)
fees or other charges levied on loan or grant recipients; and
(5)
any other funds designated and provided by the County.
(b)
Treatment. Monies provided by the County to the Fund under Subsection (a) of this Section shall be treated as a
transfer to the Fund.
(c)
Repayments. The Director of Finance shall deposit in the Fund the monies collected for principal and interest on
the loans and any authorized loan charges and fees on transactions authorized under this Division.
(d)
Non-lapsing. The Fund shall continue from year to year.
(CB-4-2011)
Sec. 10-286. - Administration of the Fund.
(a)
Administration. The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall administer the Fund according to
accepted principles of sound accounting and fiscal management.
(b)
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Financial Advisory Committee. The Chief Administrative Officer shall constitute and convene a Financial
Advisory Committee ("FAC") to aid in the review of and provide credit guidance regarding financial assistance
applications.
(1)
The FAC shall be composed of seven independent financial services professionals who are residents of the
County and are experienced and skilled in banking, finance, real estate, commercial development, accounting, or
business.
(2)
The County Council shall provide the names of five nominees to the County Executive, from which the Chief
Administrative Officer shall select not less than three members of the FAC.
(3)
The Chief Administrative Officer shall accept nominations for the remaining membership on the FAC from the
business community and the general public.
(4)
Members of the FAC:
(A)
(i)
If nominated by the Chief Administrative Officer, serve at the pleasure of the Chief Administrative Officer; or
(ii)
If nominated by the County Council, serve at the pleasure of the County Council;
(B)
serve for a term of five (5) years;
(C)
shall affirmatively recuse themselves from the review of any project where they or any family member have any
financial interest or where any potential conflict of interest may arise; and
(D)
shall disclose any conflict of interest under Paragraph (C) of this Subsection.
(c)
Determination of rates and terms. The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall approve the rates to be
charged and the terms for the financial assistance provided under this Division.
(d)
Determination of accounting methods. The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall determine the
terms of and the method and procedures for accounting for:
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(1)
financial assistance from the Fund; and
(2)
payments by or charges against the Fund.
(e)
Collection of accounts and records. The Director of Finance, or his designee, shall:
(1)
collect repayments on accounts, subject to the terms and conditions contained in the financial assistance
documents; and
(2)
maintain records in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.
(f)
(1)
The Office of Management and Budget shall regularly review the performance of financial assistance awards
from the Fund for compliance with the terms and conditions negotiated by the Chief Administrative Officer.
(2)
If LMBE goals or requirements are part of an award of financial assistance from the Fund, in collaboration with
the Office of Management and Budget, the County's Minority Business Enterprise ("MBE") Compliance Officer
may review the performance of financial assistance awards for compliance with those goals or requirements.
(CB-4-2011)
Sec. 10-287. - Financial assistance - application and approval.
(a)
Applicants to use form. An applicant for financial assistance shall apply on a form required by the Chief
Administrative Officer, or his designee.
(b)
Form. The financial assistance application form shall require an applicant to supply information necessary to
evaluate the requested financial assistance including:
(1)
need;
(2)
financial ability of the applicant;
(3)
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sources of repayment;
(4)
proposed project costs and expenditures for which assistance is sought;
(5)
fair value of completed projects;
(6)
normal or useful life of equipment or buildings;
(7)
security for the transaction;
(8)
contribution to the economy of the County;
(9)
legal residency; and
(10)
any other information that may be appropriate or useful in evaluating the application.
(c)
Review and approval by the Chief Administrative Officer. The Chief Administrative Officer or his designee:
(1)
shall review financial assistance applications for need and financial ability of the applicant;
(2)
shall receive guidance from the FAC in making the determination of whether the application contains sound
financial projections, proper collateralization/securitization, and proper protections of the County's financial
interests; and
(3)
may approve a financial assistance application up to the amount requested, if sufficient monies exist in the Fund.
(d)
Approval criteria. The criteria for approval of financial assistance from the Fund shall include, but not be limited
to, the following:
(1)
the expected benefit to, or impact on, the County's commercial tax base;
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(2)
the estimated number of County residents expected to be hired as a result of the financial assistance from the
Fund, and the percentage of the overall hiring consisting of County residents; and
(3)
the ability of the prospective applicant to leverage financial assistance with other funds.
(e)
Notice of intent to the Council.
(1)
The Chief Administrative Officer or his designee shall notify the County Council in writing of the intent to
award financial assistance from the Fund by filing the terms of the proposed agreement with the Clerk of the
County Council.
(2)
(A)
Except for grants or conditional loans in an amount over $250,000, within seven (7) calendar days of receipt of
the agreement by the Clerk of the County Council, the County Council may provide written comments to the
Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee.
(B)
Not less than seven (7) calendar days after submission of the notice of intent under this Subsection, the Chief
Administrative Officer, or his designee, may grant the award and shall provide written notice to the Clerk of the
County Council of the final terms of the agreement, or of a decision not to proceed with the award.
(3)
(A)
For grants or conditional loans in an amount over $250,000, within seven (7) calendar days of receipt of the
agreement by the Clerk of the County Council, the County Council may provide written comments or notice of
objection to the award to the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee.
(B)
If the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, does not receive written notice expressing the County
Council's objection to a grant or conditional loan in an amount over $250,000 within seven (7) calendar days
after receipt by the Clerk of the County Council of the notice of intent provided under this Subsection, the Chief
Administrative Officer, or his designee:
(i)
may grant the award; and
(ii)
shall provide written notice to the Clerk of the County Council of the final terms of the agreement or of a
decision not to proceed with the award.
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(C)
If the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee receives written notice expressing the County Council's
objection to a grant or conditional loan in an amount over $250,000 within seven (7) calendar days after the
receipt by the Clerk of the County Council of the notice of intent provided under this Subsection, the provisions
of Subparagraph (D) of this Subsection apply.
(D)
(i)
Within seven (7) calendar days of any submission of written notice expressing objection to the Chief
Administrative Officer's, or his designee's, intent to award a grant or conditional loan in an amount over
$250,000, the County Council in writing shall approve or disapprove of the Chief Administrative Officer's, or
his designee's, intent to provide financial assistance from the Fund.
(ii)
If within seven (7) calendar days of any submission of written notice expressing objection to the Chief
Administrative officer's, or his designee's, intent to award a grant or conditional loan in an amount over
$250,000 the County Council disapproves the award, the Chief Administrative Officer shall not grant the award.
(iii)
If after seven (7) calendar days of any submission of written notice expressing objection to Chief Administrative
Officer's, or his designee's, intent to award a grant or conditional loan in an amount over $250,000, the County
Council does not approve or disapprove of the award, the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee:
(aa)
may grant the award; and
(bb)
shall provide written notice to the Clerk of the County Council of the final terms of the agreement or of a
decision not to proceed with the award.
(4)
If the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, grants an award of financial assistance from the Fund
pursuant to Sections 10-288(a)(6) ("other uses") or 10-288(b)(2) (loans in excess of 10 years) of this Division,
the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall provide written notice to the County Council consistent
with the provisions of Paragraph (3) of this Subsection.
(CB-4-2011; CB-78-2013)
Sec. 10-288. - Financial assistance - requirements.
(a)
Limits. The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, may make an award of financial assistance from the
Fund in the form of a loan, guarantee, or grant to businesses for the cost of:
(1)
the acquisition of land and buildings;
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(2)
the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, repair, and improvement of buildings;
(3)
the cost of acquisition of machinery and equipment;
(4)
working capital;
(5)
equity investments; and
(6)
other uses as determined to be appropriate by the Chief Administrative Officer or his designee.
(b)
Term - Maximum of 10 years.
(1)
The term of a loan or guarantee made under this Division may not exceed 10 years.
(2)
Exception. The 10-year term limitation under Subsection (b) (1) of this Section may be waived and not apply to
funding for special projects that are a significant economic opportunity consistent with the Fund's purpose.
(c)
Security for loans and guarantees. To perfect and protect the County's financial position, the Chief
Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall require the recipient of a loan or guarantee under this Division to
secure the loan or guarantee by:
(1)
Appropriate notes;
(2)
Security agreements;
(3)
Financing statements;
(4)
Equity pledges;
(5)
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Mortgages or deeds of trust; or
(6)
Any other documents or instruments.
(d)
Compliance with Conditions of Award. If a recipient of financial assistance from the Fund fails to comply with
the terms and conditions of an award, any renegotiation of the award or the exercise of any clawback provisions
requiring full or partial repayment of the financial assistance that are part of the award are subject to the
provisions of Section 10-287(e) of this Division.
(e)
Annual examination of books.
(1)
The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, may require the recipient of financial assistance under this
Division to have an annual audit of its books, accounts, and records by a certified public accountant.
(2)
The recipient shall deliver copies of the audit to the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, and to the
County Auditor.
(3)
If the recipient fails to arrange the audit, the Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, may examine, at the
expense of the recipient, the accounts and books of the recipient, including its receipts, disbursements, contracts,
leases, investments, and any other matters relating to its finances, operation, and affairs.
(f)
Report to Council.
(1)
The Chief Administrative Officer, or his designee, shall provide each member of the County Council with a
quarterly report that outlines the financial assistance that has been provided and the overall performance of the
Fund.
(2)
The report prepared by the Chief Administrative Officer shall include information about the compliance of the
award recipient with the terms and conditions of the award and the provisions of this Title, including compliance
with the provisions of Sec. 10-284 (Purposes and Priorities of the Fund) of this Title.
(g)
County Auditor Reviews for Compliance. The County Auditor may regularly review the performance of
financial assistance awards from the Fund for compliance with the terms and conditions negotiated by the Chief
Administrative Officer.
(CB-4-2011)
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DIVISION 17. - SPENDING DISCLOSURE.
Sec. 10-289. - Searchable spending data.
(a)
In this Section, the following words have the meaning indicated.
(1)
Payee means any person who receives an aggregate payment of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) or
more from the County in any fiscal year, except:
(A)
a County employee with respect to salary or benefits; and
(B)
a County retiree with respect to a County retirement pension.
(2)
Payment includes any County funds transferred to a contractor, grantee, or loan recipient.
(3)
Searchable website means a website created in accordance with this Section that displays and searches County
payment data.
(b)
The County shall develop and operate a searchable website accessible to the public at no cost that includes:
(1)
the name of each payee;
(2)
the location of each payee by postal zip code;
(3)
the amount of each payment;
(4)
a descriptive purpose of the payment; and
(5)
the name of the County department or office.
(c)
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The searchable website shall permit the user to search data for Fiscal Year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter
by the following data fields:
(1)
payee;
(2)
department or office;
(3)
postal zip code of a payee; and
(4)
dollar amount.
(d)
This Section does not require the disclosure of any information that is confidential under Federal, State or
County law.
(CB-19-2011)
DIVISION 18. - COMMUNITY BENEFIT REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 10-290. - Definitions.
(a)
The words defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this Division
unless the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning or a different definition is
prescribed for a particular provision.
(1)
Community Benefit Agreement means a project-specific, negotiated agreement between one or more developers
and a community coalition selected pursuant to Section 10-291 that outlines the project's "community benefits"
or commitments to the community.
(2)
Community Coalition means a group of stakeholder representatives selected by eligible community stakeholders
pursuant to Section 10-291.
(3)
County assisted development means a development or project that is awarded a public benefit of a value greater
than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) in any twelve (12) month period.
(4)
Eligible community stakeholder means
(a)
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a homeowners or civic organization registered with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission;
(b)
a tax-exempt entity under Section 501(c) of the United States Internal Revenue Code;
(c)
a parent teacher organization ("PTO"), parent-teacher association ("PTA"), or parent-teacher-student association
("PTSA") affiliated with the Prince George's County Public Schools ("PGCPS"); or
(d)
an incorporated municipal government.
An eligible community stakeholder under 4(a) or 4(b) of this Section must be incorporated at an address or
represent homeowners or tenants living at an address that is within a three (3) mile distance of the County
assisted development (as measured from the outer boundary of the development site in any direction) for at least
twelve (12) consecutive months immediately prior to the County Council's selection of the eligible stakeholders
by resolution under Section 10-284. An eligible community stakeholder under 4(c) of this Section must be
affiliated at a school that is within a three (3) mile distance of the County assisted development (as measured
from the outer boundary of the development site in any direction).
(5)
Labor Peace Agreement means an agreement as defined by Section 10-292(c)(1).
(6)
Public benefit means contracts, grants, conditional loans, tax abatements, land transfers for public
redevelopment, or tax increment financing from a County agency or the County government. This definition also
includes grants or conditional loans from a third party that receives more than 50% of its annual budget in the
most recent fiscal year from funds received from or administered by a County agency or the County government
and indirect grants or conditional loans from a County agency or the County government that are facilitated by a
third party. This definition does not include funds from the Community Development Block Grant ("CDBG")
program or tax credits awarded under Subtitle 10 of the Code. The application of this definition is subject to the
restrictions of federal and state law.
(7)
Stakeholder representative means a person selected by an eligible community stakeholder to represent the
stakeholder in the community coalition.
(CB-17-2011)
Sec. 10-291. - Community Benefit Agreements authorized.
(a)
On a case by case basis, as a condition of a public benefit, the County Executive may require the developer(s) of
a County assisted development that is awarded a total public benefit of a value greater than Three Million
Dollars ($3,000,000) to enter into a Community Benefit Agreement with the County.
(b)
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A community coalition, comprised of stakeholder representatives of eligible community stakeholders selected by
a resolution proposed by the County Executive to the County Council, shall negotiate a recommendation to the
County Council for a Community Benefit Agreement with the developer(s) of a County assisted development. A
recommended Community Benefit Agreement may be amended and must be approved by resolution of the
County Council, signed by the County Executive, and signed by the developer(s) of a County assisted
development in order to become a legally binding Community Benefit Agreement between the County and the
developer(s).
(1)
An eligible community stakeholder selected by County Council resolution under this Subsection is entitled to
select only one (1) individual to be a stakeholder representative and member of the community coalition on its
behalf. The eligible community stakeholder may replace or remove this stakeholder representative from the
community coalition at any time.
(2)
A stakeholder representative shall only have one vote on any decision or action made by a community coalition.
(3)
Any vote or other action taken by a community coalition must be made at a public meeting of the community
coalition, which shall not occur unless public notice of the meeting has been posted for at least five (5) calendar
days.
(4)
An agreement between the developer(s) of the County assisted development and a majority of the community
coalition shall be required in order to make a recommendation for a Community Benefit Agreement to the
County Council.
(5)
A community coalition is a public body under the applicable laws of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(6)
Other procedures for the operation and function of a community coalition, including the selection and authority
of officers of the community coalition, may be set forth in regulations as authorized in Section 10-293.
(c)
A community coalition and the developer(s) with whom the coalition is negotiating under this Section shall
recommend a Community Benefit Agreement within ninety (90) days of the effective date of the County Council
resolution establishing the coalition's community stakeholders pursuant to Subsection (b) of this Section. In the
event a community coalition and the developer(s) of a County assisted development subject to this Section do
not recommend a Community Benefit Agreement to the County Council within this ninety (90) day period, the
County Council may adopt a resolution establishing and approving the terms of the Community Benefit
Agreement. Such an agreement must be signed by the County Executive and signed by the developer(s) of the
County assisted development subject to this Section in order to become a legally binding Community Benefit
Agreement between the County and the developer(s).
(d)
The aggregate monetary value of the community benefits required to be proffered in a Community Benefit
Agreement by the developer(s) of a County assisted development subject to this Section shall be no greater than
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ten percent (10%) of the total value of the public benefit awarded to the developer(s) for the County assisted
development, as valued by the County's Office of Management and Budget.
(e)
A violation of a Community Benefit Agreement by the developer(s) of a County assisted development subject to
this Section may result in a fine of up to five percent (5%) of the monetary value of the received public benefit
for each violation or, for repeated violations, a complete refund of the value of the received public benefit and
cancellation of the remaining public benefit award, as determined by the County Executive or the County
Executive's designee. Compliance with this Section shall be included as a condition of the Community Benefit
Agreement or the agreement shall be void.
(f)
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to preclude the inclusion of a Community Benefit Agreement for a
development or project not covered by the requirements of this Division.
(g)
Any County Council resolution enacted to establish a Community Benefit Agreement under this Section shall be
proposed and adopted on the public record at a public hearing in compliance with Section 15-807 of the State
Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-17-2011)
Sec. 10-292. - Labor Peace Agreements authorized.
(a)
Legislative findings and policy.
(1)
In the course of managing real property that it owns or in otherwise carrying out its functions in the public
interest, the County may participate in real property developments as a property owner, lessor, proprietor, lender,
or guarantor, facing similar risks and liabilities as other business entities participating in such ventures. As a
result, the County has an ongoing proprietary interest in these developments and a direct interest in their
financial performance.
(2)
The County must make prudent management decisions, similar to any private business entity, to ensure efficient
management of its business concerns and to maximize benefits and minimize risks. One risk is the possibility of
labor-management conflict.
(3)
A major potential outcome of labor-management conflict is economic action by labor unions against employers.
Experience of municipal and other investors demonstrates, for example, that organizing drives pursuant to the
formal and adversarial union certification process often deteriorate into protracted and acrimonious labormanagement conflict. Labor-management conflict can result in construction delays, work stoppages, picketing,
strikes, consumer boycotts, and other forms of adverse economic pressure. Such conflict may adversely affect
the County's financial or other proprietary business interests by causing delay in the completion of a project,
reducing the revenues or increasing the costs of the project, and by generating negative publicity.
(4)
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One method of reducing the risk to the County's proprietary interests is to require, when reasonable and prudent,
as a condition of the County's investment or other economic participation in a development project, that
employers taking part in the development project seek agreements with labor organizations in which the labor
organizations agree to forbear from adverse economic action against the employers' operations.
(b)
Determination of need for labor peace agreement.
(1)
For each development project, the County Executive shall determine whether Prince George's County has a
proprietary interest in the development project and whether a Labor Peace Agreement would be appropriate. The
factors to be taken into account when determining the existence of a proprietary interest will include:
(A)
Through a lease of real property that is owned by Prince George's County and used for the development project,
receives ongoing revenue, excluding government fees, tax revenue, or assessment revenue, or similar fees and
revenues, except for tax revenue under the circumstances specified in Subparagraphs (B) and (C) of this
Paragraph;
(B)
Receives ongoing revenue from the project to repay loans provided by the County to assist in the development
of the project, including incremental tax revenues generated by the project;
(C)
Receives ongoing revenue from the project to pay debt service on bonds provided by the County to assist in the
development of the project, including incremental tax revenues generated by the project;
(D)
Has significant assets at risk because it has agreed to underwrite or guarantee the development of the project or
loans related to the project; or
(E)
Has a significant ongoing economic and nonregulatory interest at risk in the financial success of a project which
is likely to be adversely affected by labor-management conflict, except that no interest shall be considered
economic and nonregulatory if it arises from the exercise of regulatory or police powers such as taxation (except
as set forth in Subparagraphs (B) and (C) of this Paragraph), zoning, or the issuance of permits or licenses.
(2)
(A)
If the County Executive determines that the County has a proprietary interest at risk in a development, the
County Executive shall require that the developer(s) of the project, including the developer(s)' tenants,
subtenants, contractors, or subcontractors, demonstrate that they have entered into a labor peace agreement with
the labor organization(s) which seek to represent, or might seek to represent, workers on the project, prior to, and
as a condition precedent of, the County's award of a public benefit to the development project.
(B)
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For the purposes of this Section:
(i)
Contract means a written agreement, including a management agreement, service agreement, loan, bond,
guarantee, or other similar agreement, to which the County is a party and in which the County has a proprietary
interest;
(ii)
Employer means any person, corporation, company, association, limited or general partnership, joint venture,
contractor, subcontractor, or other entity that employs individuals at the site of a development project; provided,
that the term "employer" shall not include the United States, Prince George's County, a wholly owned
government corporation, a Federal Reserve Bank, or a state or other political subdivision;
(iii)
Labor organization shall have the same meaning as under 29 U.S.C. §152(5).
(iv)
Labor peace agreement means a written agreement between an Employer and a Labor Organization, enforceable
under Section 301 of the Labor Management Relations Act, 29 U.S.C. § 185, that contains, at a minimum, (1) a
provision prohibiting the Labor Organization and its members from engaging in any picketing, work stoppage,
boycott, or other economic interference with the employer's operations in which the County has a proprietary
interest, for the duration of the interest; and (2) provides that any services to be performed by employees of the
employer's tenants, subtenants, contractors, or subcontractors will also be done under agreements containing the
same labor peace assurance.
(v)
Services means construction, janitorial, security (but not national security), building and grounds maintenance,
warehousing and distribution, mechanics and truck services, hotel (and any restaurant connected thereto), and
grocery sales.
(c)
Exceptions. The requirements to enter into a labor peace agreement shall not apply to:
(1)
An employer at the development project that meets the definition of a "small business" pursuant to the Code of
Maryland Regulations ("COMAR") 21.01.02.01(80);
(2)
A development project that is not awarded a total public benefit of a value greater than One Million Dollars
($1,000,000);
(3)
A residential development project;
(4)
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A development project that receives only conduit bond financing from the County, in which the County does not
retain a proprietary interest; or
(5)
A development project involving a historically designated building.
[(d)
Reserved.]
(e)
Limitations.
(1)
Nothing in this Section requires an employer to recognize a particular labor organization.
(2)
Nothing in this Section requires an employer to enter into a collective bargaining agreement establishing the
substantive terms and conditions of employment.
(3)
This Section is not intended to, and shall not be interpreted to, enact or express any generally applicable policy
regarding labor-management relations or to regulate those relations in any way.
(4)
This Section is not intended to favor any particular outcome in the determination of employee preference
regarding union representation.
(5)
Nothing in this Section permits or requires the County or any employer to enter into any agreement in violation
of the National Labor Relations Act of 1935, approved July 5, 1935 (49 Stat. 449; 29 U.S.C.S. § 151 et seq.).
(f)
Requirement of County notice. A request for proposals or invitation to bid or similar document regarding a
development project subject to this Section shall include a summary description of and reference to the
requirements of this Section. Failure to include a description or reference to this Section in the document shall
not exempt an employer otherwise subject to the requirements of this Section.
(CB-17-2011)
Sec. 10-293. - Regulations authorized.
The County Executive may promulgate regulations to govern the implementation of this Division, provided that
such regulations are consistent with the provisions of this Division. Any such regulations must be approved by
the County Council.
(CB-17-2011)
DIVISION 19. - HOUSING INVESTMENT TRUST FUND.
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Sec. 10-294. - Fund established.
There is a non-lapsing Housing Investment Trust Fund ("HIT Fund" or "Fund").
(CB-21-2012)
Sec. 10-295. - Purposes and uses.
(a)
In general. The purposes of the Fund are to:
(1)
develop effective strategies to strengthen County neighborhoods impacted by foreclosures consistent with the
adopted Prince George's County Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan;
(2)
provide for gap financing to enable the County to support the development of new construction and preservation
of existing workforce and affordable housing;
(3)
provide for housing counseling, rental, down payment and closing cost assistance for eligible persons to retain or
purchase vacant, abandoned and foreclosed properties;
(4)
acquire, rehabilitate, resell or lease-purchase of all for sale properties in Prince George's County to include:
vacant, abandoned and foreclosed properties to eligible persons, not-for-profit organizations and for-profit
affordable housing providers;
(5)
provide for land banking of vacant, abandoned and foreclosed properties in the County; and
(6)
to otherwise reduce and minimize the occurrence of foreclosures by coordination and use of County, State and
Federal resources and programs; and
(7)
to increase and preserve the supply of safe and affordable homeownership opportunities for the purpose of
growing the County's tax base revenue.
(b)
Financial assistance.
(1)
The Fund may provide financial assistance in the form of loans and grants to finance programs to meet the goals
of this Division for the benefit of existing and potential homeowners or renters, not-for-profit organizations and
for-profit affordable housing providers in Prince George's County.
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(CB-21-2012; CB-57-2017)
Sec. 10-296. - Financing the Fund.
(a)
Sources. The Fund shall be financed from:
(1)
current expense funds;
(2)
any contributions, donations, or appropriations by the United States, the State of Maryland, any other political
jurisdiction, or any private entity;
(3)
interest income;
(4)
fees or other charges levied on loan or grant recipients;
(5)
20% of the recordation tax collected or no less than $10 million; and
(6)
any other funds designated and provided by the County.
(b)
Treatment. Monies provided by the County to the Fund under Subsection (a) of this Section shall be treated as a
transfer to the Fund.
(c)
Repayments and Recapitalization of the Fund. The Director of Finance, subject to the written agreement or
contract under Section 10-304(f), shall deposit in the Fund all program income collected for principal and
interest on the loans and any authorized loan charges and fees on transactions authorized under this Division.
(d)
Non-lapsing. The Fund shall continue from year to year.
(e)
Recordation Tax Contribution. The County Council may decrease the 20% amount from the recordation tax
collected when there is a national recession declared by the federal government.
(f)
Annual Report. The Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development ("Director"), or
designee, shall prepare and provide an annual status report for presentation to the County Council by January
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1stof each year.
(CB-21-2012; CB-4-2021)
Editor's note— The amendments made by CB-4-2021 are italicized above and will take effect on June 30,
2022.
Sec. 10-297. - Administration of the Fund.
(a)
Administration. The Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development ("Director"), or his
designee, shall administer the Fund according to accepted principles of sound accounting, underwriting
guidelines, and fiscal management. The Director:
(1)
may utilize up to fifteen (15%) of the Fund to administer the programs funded;
(2)
shall develop criteria to designate specific target areas within the County for focus of the Fund assistance,
including but not limited to:
(A)
areas identified with high rates of foreclosure, vacant or abandoned properties in the County;
(B)
percentage of low and moderate income populations;
(C)
the strength of the residential market;
(D)
proximity to a planned economic development and revitalization areas.
(3)
shall develop such criteria, rules and regulations to administer the Fund programs.
(b)
Coordination. The Director shall work with County, State and Federal agencies and departments, including the
Prince George's County Redevelopment and Revenue Authority, to coordinate use of the Fund and may utilize
the Fund to supplement existing County, State or Federal programs and policies that meet the goals of this
Division.
(c)
Determination of accounting methods. The Director, or his designee, shall work with the Director of Finance to
determine the terms of and the method and procedures for accounting for:
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(1)
financial assistance from the Fund;
(2)
payments by or charges against the Fund;
(3)
repayments on accounts, subject to the terms and conditions contained in the financial assistance agreements;
and
(4)
maintenance of records in accordance with generally accepted accounting principals.
(d)
The Director, or his designee, shall develop and provide established loan servicing guidelines for evaluating
compliance with loan terms and conditions.
(e)
The Office of Management and Budget shall regularly review the performance of financial assistance awards
and grants from the Fund for compliance with the terms and conditions negotiated by the Director.
(CB-21-2012; CB-57-2017)
Sec. 10-298. - Loans and Grants - Application, Requirements and Approval.
(a)
Application. An applicant for loans or grants shall apply on an application form required by the Director of the
Department of Housing and Community Development, or his designee.
(b)
Application Information Required. The loan or grant application form shall require an applicant to supply
information necessary to evaluate the requested financial assistance including:
(1)
a full description of the program, including staffing, outreach, budget, goals and past history of experience and
performance;
(2)
financial ability of the applicant to successfully operate a program to meet the goals of this Division;
(3)
any County, State or Federal certifications and authorizations; and
(4)
any other information that may be appropriate or useful in evaluating the application.
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(c)
Process. The Director shall utilize a public and competitive bidding process for grants to not-for-profit
organizations.
(d)
Approval criteria. The criteria for approval of loan or grant from the Fund shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:
(1)
the expected benefit to, or impact on, the County's housing conditions;
(2)
the estimated number of County residents to be served;
(3)
the ability to serve designated target areas established under this Division:
(4)
previous performance of the applicant; and
(5)
the ability of the prospective applicant to leverage financial assistance with other funds.
(e)
Review and approval by the Director. The Director or his designee shall review loan or grant applications for
completeness, need, financial ability of the applicant to meet established underwriting guidelines and goals of
this Division.
(f)
Notifications, awards and contracts. The Director shall:
(1)
provide written notice to all applicants upon a determination on the application;
(2)
provide written notice to an applicant approved for a loan and grant; and
(3)
enter into a written contract or agreement with an approved applicant for a grant or
(4)
enter into a written contract or agreement with an approved applicant for a loan, with terms and conditions for
repayment of the loan into the Fund.
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(CB-21-2012; CB-57-2017)
Editor's note— CR-55-2020 approves and adopts the commitment and allocation of gap financing from the
Prince George's County Housing Investment Trust Fund ("HITF") for Housing and Community Development to
the Townes at Peerless development, an eligible activity.
CR-89-2021 approves and adopts the commitment and allocation of the Hamilton Manor project, an eligible
activity not originally funded, the amount of One million dollars ($1,000,000) in Housing Investment Trust Fund
("HITF") Program funds for gap financing of preservation of affordable housing.
CR-99-2021 approves and adopts the commitment and allocation of the Villas at Langley project, an eligible
activity not originally funded, the amount of One million, two hundred eighty-six thousand, five hundred sixty
dollars ($1,286,560) in Housing Investment Trust Fund ("HITF") Program funds for gap financing of
preservation of affordable housing.
Sec. 10-299. - Down payment and Closing Cost Assistance - Application, Requirements and Approval.
(a)
Application. An applicant for down payment and closing cost assistance shall apply for the program on an
application form required by the Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development, or his
designee.
(b)
Application Information Required. The down payment and closing cost assistance application form shall require
an applicant to supply information necessary to evaluate the requested financial assistance including:
(1)
financial need and income of the applicant up to 120% of the area median income in the Washington, D.C.
region;
(2)
financial ability of applicant to retain or purchase all for sale properties in Prince George's County including:
vacant, abandoned and foreclosed properties in the targeted areas of the County;
(3)
documentation that the applicant has completed housing counseling service, training or classes; and
(4)
any other information that may be appropriate or useful in evaluating the application.
(c)
Review and approval by the Director. The Director or his designee shall review down payment and closing cost
assistance applications for completeness, need, financial ability of the applicant and such other eligibility criteria
established under this Division.
(CB-21-2012; CB-57-2017)
Sec. 10-300. - Reporting.
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(a)
Report to Council.
(1)
The Director or his designee, shall provide each member of the County Council with a semi-annual report that
outlines the financial assistance, loans and grants that have been provided and the overall performance of the
Fund.
(2)
The report prepared by the Director shall include information about the compliance of the award recipient with
the terms and conditions of the Fund and the provisions of this Division.
(b)
County Auditor Reviews for Compliance. The County Auditor may regularly review the performance of
financial assistance awards from the Fund for compliance with the terms and conditions negotiated by the
Director.
(CB-21-2012)
DIVISION 20. - LOCAL WATERSHED PROTECTION AND RESTORATION FUND.
Sec. 10-301. - Fund established.
There is hereby established a Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund.
(CB-45-2013)
Sec. 10-302. - Financing the Fund.
(a)
Clean Water Act Fee.
(1)
Except as provided in this section, the County shall annually collect a Clean Water Act Fee from owners of
property located within the County.
(2)
The Clean Water Act Fee shall be established by resolution of the County Council. The resolution shall include a
schedule of fees based upon any of the following:
(A)
Impervious area existing on the property as of March 1 of the year in which the fee is imposed;
(B)
Zoning classification of the property; and
(C)
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A flat rate.
(3)
For the purpose of setting the Clean Water Act Fee as provided in subparagraph (a)(2)(A) of this section,
impervious area existing on a property shall be determined based upon any of the following methods:
(A)
Analysis of aerial photography;
(B)
Measurement from approved engineering drawings including, without limitation, as-built drawings or site plans;
(C)
Field surveys signed and sealed by a professional engineer or professional land surveyor licensed in the State of
Maryland; or
(D)
Inspections conducted by the Department of the Environment.
(4)
Property owned by the State, a unit of State Government, the County, a municipality, or a regularly organized
Volunteer Fire Department that is used for public purposes shall not be assessed a Clean Water Act Fee under
this section.
(5)
A property that has an agricultural use assessment as determined by the State Department of Assessments and
Taxation shall be subject to a fee based on the impervious surface measurement only for the principal residential
structure located on the property.
(6)
The Clean Water Act Fee shall be collected in the same manner as County real property taxes and shall have the
same priority, rights, and bear the same interest and penalties, and be enforced in the same manner as County
real property taxes. Any unpaid portion of the Clean Water Act Fee shall be a lien upon the real property for
which it is imposed and shall have the same priority as a lien imposed for nonpayment of real property taxes.
(b)
There shall be deposited in the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund:
(1)
All Clean Water Act Fees collected by the County;
(2)
Interest or other income earned on the investment of money in the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration
Fund; and
(3)
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Any additional money made available from any sources for the purposes for which the Local Watershed
Protection and Restoration Fund has been established.
(CB-45-2013; CB-30-2014)
Editor's note— CR-59-2013 established a schedule of fees to be collected as part of the Watershed Protection
and Restoration Program.
Sec. 10-303. - Purposes of the Fund.
(a)
Subject to subsection (b) of this section, the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund shall be used for
the following purposes:
(1)
Capital improvements for stormwater management, including stream and wetland restoration projects;
(2)
Operation and maintenance of stormwater management systems and facilities;
(3)
Public education and outreach relating to stormwater management or stream and wetland restoration;
(4)
Stormwater management planning, including:
(A)
Mapping and assessment of impervious surfaces; and
(B)
Monitoring, inspection, and enforcement activities to carry out the purposes of the Local Watershed Protection
and Restoration Fund;
(5)
To the extent that fees imposed under Section 4-204, Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, are
deposited into the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund, review of stormwater management plans
and permit applications for new development;
(6)
Grants to nonprofit organizations for up to 100% of a project's costs for watershed restoration and rehabilitation
projects relating to:
(A)
Planning, design, and construction of stormwater management practices;
(B)
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Stream and wetland restoration; and
(C)
Public education and outreach related to stormwater management or stream and wetland restoration; provided
that County-based businesses, as defined in Section 10A-101(a)(13), shall be utilized for watershed restoration
and rehabilitation projects by nonprofit organizations receiving grants from the Local Watershed Protection and
Restoration Fund, except where the Director of Central Services determines in writing that insufficient local
business capacity exists for a particular good or service;
(7)
Reasonable costs necessary to administer the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund.
(b)
The County may use the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund as an Environmental Fund, and may
deposit to and expend from the Fund additional money made available from other sources and dedicated to
environmental uses, provided that the funds received from the Clean Water Act Fee are expended only for
purposes authorized under subsection (a) of this section.
(c)
Money in the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund shall not revert or be transferred to the general
fund.
(CB-45-2013)
Sec. 10-304. - Administration of the Fund.
The Director of the Environment, or his designee, shall administer the Fund in accordance with the provisions of
this Division and Subtitle 32, Division 3, Subdivision 4 of this Code.
(CB-45-2013; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 10-305. - Reporting.
(a)
Beginning July 1, 2014, and every 2 years thereafter, the Director of the Environment shall make publicly
available a report on:
(1)
The number of properties subject to the Clean Water Act Fee;
(2)
The amount of money deposited into the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund over the previous 2
fiscal years; and
(3)
The percentage of funds in the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund spent on each of the purposes
provided in section 10-303 of this Division.
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(CB-45-2013; CB-30-2014)
DIVISION 21. - YOUTH JOBS FUND.
Sec. 10-306. - Youth Jobs Fund.
(a)
There is established as a nonlapsing fund, the Youth Jobs Fund, managed by the Director of Human Resources
Management or other designee of the County Executive. All funds deposited or allocated to the Youth Jobs
Fund, and any interest earned on those funds, shall not revert to the unrestricted fund balance of the General
Fund of Prince George's County at the end of a fiscal year, or at any other time, but shall be continually available
for the uses and purposes for the summer youth jobs program set forth in Section 2-503 without regard to fiscal
year limitation. The Youth Jobs Fund may accept funds from public and private sources.
(b)
The Youth Jobs Fund shall be used to pay for any purpose authorized under Section 2-503 for the summer youth
jobs program, including administrative and vendor costs; provided, that not more than 10% of the funds
expended annually from the Youth Jobs Fund shall be used for administrative or vendor costs.
(c)
During the fall of each year, on or before November 1, the Director of Human Resources Management or other
designee of the County Executive shall submit to the County Council a report that details the activities, budget,
and expenditures, at the program level, of all programs, activities, and projects undertaken by the Youth Jobs
Fund from all available funding sources. The report shall include an assessment of ways to prospectively
improve the administration and effectiveness of the summer youth jobs program.
(CB-32-2013)
Sec. 10-307. - Regulations.
The Director of Human Resources Management or other designee of the County Executive may adopt
regulations to implement this Division, subject to approval by County Council resolution.
(CB-32-2013)
DIVISION 22. - VIDEO LOTTERY FACILITY LOCAL BUSINESS, HIRING, AND FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 10-308. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division, the following definitions have the following meanings:
(1)
"Best efforts" has the meaning set forth in the development agreement.
(2)
"Compliance with the development agreement" in this Division means a video lottery operator is not in breach
of the development agreement.
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(3)
"County based business" means a business whose principal place of operation, as determined by the Office of
Central Services, is in Prince George's County, MD.
(4)
"County based business participation" means the percentage of the video lottery facility's total purchase value
paid to County based businesses, including such dollars paid to subcontractors. "Total purchase value" shall have
the meaning set forth in the development agreement.
(5)
"County based minority business" means a business enterprise that both
(A)
is a County based business; and
(B)
has a valid minority business certification recognized by the Office of Central Services.
(6)
"County based minority business participation" means the percentage of the video lottery facility's total purchase
value paid to County based minority businesses, including such dollars paid to subcontractors. "Total purchase
value" shall have the meaning set forth in the development agreement.
(7)
"County resident" has the meaning set forth in Section 10A-101 of the Code.
(8)
"Development agreement" in this Division means an executed, written agreement between the County and a
video lottery operator, negotiated by the County Executive or the County Executive's designee and the video
lottery operator, approved by resolution of the County Council.
(9)
"Procure" means to buy, rent, lease, lease-purchase, or otherwise obtain any supplies, services, or construction.
"Procurement" is the noun or adjective form of this term.
(10)
"Table games" as set forth in Section 9-1A-01(w-2), State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
means:
(A)
roulette, baccarat, blackjack, craps, big six wheel, minibaccarat, poker, pai gow poker, and sic bo, or any
variation and composites of such games; and
(B)
1115/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

gaming tournaments in which players compete against one another in one or more of the games authorized under
State Law.
(11)
"Video lottery facility" means a facility being constructed and then being operated for players to play video
lottery terminals and/or table games. For the purposes of this Division, "video lottery facility" also includes any
Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature, as defined in Subtitle 27 of the Code,
which includes a video lottery facility. Video lottery facility shall also mean a facility as set forth in Sections 91A-01(aa), 9-1A-01(w-2), and 9-1A-04(a)(11), State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(12)
"Video lottery operation license" as set forth in Sections 9-1A-01(bb) and 9-1A-04(a)(11), State Government
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, means a license awarded by the Video Lottery Facility Location
Commission and issued by the State Lottery and Gaming Control Commission to a person or entity that allows
players to operate video lottery terminals and/or table games.
(13)
"Video lottery operator" means a person or entity
(1)
awarded a video lottery operation license; or
(2)
issued a video lottery operation license.
Video lottery operator shall also mean an operator as set forth in Section 9-1A-01(cc), State Government Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(14)
"Video lottery terminal" as set forth in Section 9-1A-01(dd), State Government Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, means:
(A)
a machine or other device, that, on insertion of a bill, coin, token, voucher, ticket, coupon, or similar item, or on
payment of any consideration:
(i)
is available to play or simulate the play of any game of chance in which the results, including the options
available to the player, are randomly determined by the machine or other device; and
(ii)
by the element of chance, may deliver or entitle the player who operates the machine or device to receive cash,
premiums, merchandise, tokens, or anything of value, whether the payout is made automatically from the device
or in any other manner.
(B)
1116/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

"Video lottery terminal" includes a machine or device:
(i)
that does not directly dispense money, tokens, or anything of value to winning players; and
(ii)
described under paragraph (1) of this subsection that uses an electronic credit system making the deposit of bills,
coins, or tokens unnecessary.
(C)
"Video lottery terminal" does not include an authorized slot machine operated by an eligible organization under
Title 12, Subtitle 3 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-7-2014; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 10-309. - Video Lottery Facility Economic Opportunities.
(a)
Pursuant to authority set forth in Section 9-1A-10(a)(3), State Government Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, a video lottery operator shall comply with the following requirements:
(1)
In the construction and operation of any video lottery facility located in the County, a video lottery operator shall
use best efforts to meet or exceed annual percentages of county based business participation set forth in a
development agreement negotiated between the video lottery operator and the County Executive or the County
Executive's designee, subject to approval of the development agreement by resolution of the County Council.
(2)
In the construction and operation of any video lottery facility located in the County, a video lottery operator shall
use best efforts to meet or exceed annual percentage goal(s) for county based minority business participation set
forth in a development agreement negotiated between the video lottery operator and the County Executive or the
County Executive's designee, subject to approval of the development agreement by resolution of the County
Council.
(3)
In the construction and operation of any video lottery facility located in the County, a video lottery operator shall
use best efforts to meet or exceed annual percentage requirements for the employment of County residents set
forth in a development agreement negotiated between the video lottery operator and the County Executive or the
County Executive's designee, subject to approval of the development agreement by resolution of the County
Council.
(b)
Video Lottery Facility Compliance and Reporting Plan. Any development agreement authorized by this Division
shall include a Video Lottery Facility Compliance and Reporting Plan to facilitate and ensure satisfaction of the
requirements of the agreement. A Video Lottery Facility Compliance and Reporting Plan shall include, but not
be limited to including, reasonable procurement and employment reporting requirements, standards and
procedures for determining best efforts, employment training and preparation efforts, local business capacity
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building, enforcement provisions, and community outreach components to be complied with by the video lottery
operator on an ongoing basis.
(c)
Any development agreement authorized by this Division shall include a statement detailing any opportunities in
relation to the video lottery facility to be made available to Prince George's County residents or businesses via
direct monetary or other equity investment, ownership of independent in-line businesses, ownership of retail pad
sites, ownership of business franchises, ownership of service businesses, and/or ownership of any other forprofit businesses.
(d)
Approval of a development agreement by resolution of the County Council under this Division shall occur prior
to the issuance of any use and occupancy permits for the video lottery facility and compliance with the
development agreement shall be a stated condition of approval for any use and occupancy permits for the video
lottery facility. A development agreement authorized by this Division may be adjusted by mutual consent of the
video lottery operator and the County Executive or County Executive's designee, subject to approval of any such
adjustment by County Council resolution.
(e)
Regardless of the timing of approval of the development agreement, the requirements of subsections (a)(1)—(a)
(3) of this Section shall apply to the entire construction and operation phases of the video lottery facility, from
commencement to completion.
(CB-7-2014)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-7-2014 (DR-4) provides that within six (6) months after the first building
permit is issued to the video lottery operator and semi-annually thereafter, the video lottery operator shall
prepare and submit a report to the County Council and Compliance Manager detailing the video lottery
operator's performance in fulfilling the requirements of the Video Lottery Facility Compliance and Reporting
Plan, specifically the utilization of county based business participation, county based minority business
participation, and the employment of County residents as it relates to the construction phase of any video lottery
facility located in the County until the construction is completed. Beginning on July 1, 2017 and annually
thereafter, the video lottery operator shall be responsible for providing an annual briefing to the County Council
and Compliance Manager detailing the video lottery operator's performance in fulfilling the requirements of the
Video Lottery Facility Compliance and Reporting Plan, specifically the utilization of county based business
participation, county based minority business participation, and the employment of County residents as it relates
to the operation phase of any video lottery facility located in the County.
Sec. 10-309.01. - Video Lottery Facility Funding.
(a)
Fifty percent (50%) of Annual Local Gaming Revenue, up to a maximum of $25 million, shall be allocated for
public education purposes by the County in its regular or supplemental budget processes.
(1)
"Public education purposes" in this Section means operating or capital budget spending for the Prince George's
County Public Schools (including pre-kindergarten through 12 th grade), Prince George's Community College,
and Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
(2)
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"Annual Local Gaming Revenue" in this Section means the total revenue that the County derives (or is projected
to derive) each fiscal year from the following:
(A)
Local impact grants distributed to the County from video lottery terminal proceeds, excluding funds reserved for
Maryland Highway 210, provided that such local impact grants are expended in the communities in immediate
proximity to the video lottery facility in accordance with the procedures and requirements of state law;
(B)
Revenue distributed to the County from table games proceeds in accordance with state law;
(C)
Real property and personal property taxes;
(D)
Hotel and motel taxes; and
(E)
Admissions and amusement taxes.
(b)
The County may exceed the maximum allocation for public education purposes set forth in subsection (a),
above, by local ordinance.
(c)
Beginning in Fiscal Year 2018, in consultation with the local development council, the County shall annually
allocate at least 25% of the Local Impact Grant, excluding funds reserved by state law for Maryland Highway
210, up to an amount not to exceed $2,200,000 (adjusted annually for inflation), for vocational, technical and
skilled trades programs at Crossland High School to prepare county residents for successful careers in industry
areas including but not limited to construction, technology, and human services.
(CB-33-2015; CB-22-2017)
Sec. 10-309.02. - Local impact grant funds multiyear plan; review; public hearing.
(a)
Pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland, State Government Article, Section 9-1A-31, the County shall
develop, in consultation with the local development council, a multiyear plan for the expenditure of the local
impact grant funds for services and improvements. Prior to submitting the multiyear plan to the local
development council for review and comment, the County Executive shall transmit the multiyear plan to the
County Council for review and comment. The County Council shall have thirty (30) days to review, comment,
and make recommendations on the multiyear plan. The County Executive shall make best efforts to
accommodate the recommendations of the County Council prior to submitting the multiyear plan to the local
development council.
(b)
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Subsequent to the local development council's review, comment and recommendations on the multiyear plan
pursuant to state law, the County Executive shall transmit the multiyear plan to the County Council for review
and approval by resolution. Wherever an approval by resolution of the County Council is required by this
Subsection, a published notice and a public hearing shall be required prior to adoption of each resolution.
(c)
Review of the adopted multiyear plan. The multiyear plan may be reviewed and amended as necessary in
accordance with Subsections (a) and (b).
(CB-88-2015)
Editor's note— CR-44-2016 (DR-3) approved the Local Impact Grant Funds Multiyear Plan, in accordance
with the provisions of Sec. 9-1A-31 of the State Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland and
Section 10-309.02 of the Prince George's County Code.
DIVISION 23. - GROCERY STORE TAX CREDIT.
Sec. 10-310. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division, the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Grocery store means an entity:
(A)
Whose primary business is selling food at retail to the general public for off-premises consumption; and
(B)
At least 20% of the gross receipts of which are derived from the retail sale of fresh produce, meats, and dairy
products.
(2)
Grocery Store Tax Credit means the tax credit authorized by Section 10-311.
(3)
Grocery Store Focus Area means an economically disadvantaged or underserved area in Prince George's County.
This term shall solely include a Healthy Food Priority Area, as defined in Section 10-235.26 of the Code.
(CB-18-2014; CB-75-2020)
Sec. 10-311. - Grocery Store Tax Credit authorized.
(a)
In accordance with the provisions of Section 9-254 of the Tax Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, subject to subsection (c), below, there is a tax credit against the county real property tax on grocery
stores, a Grocery Store Tax Credit, in grocery store focus areas as defined in Section 10-310 of this Division.
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(b)
A Grocery Store Tax Credit shall be in an amount equal to 75% of the amount of the property tax imposed on
the increased assessment attributable to
(1)
an expansion or renovation of a grocery store;
(2)
new construction of a grocery store; or
(3)
re-use of vacant commercial space for a grocery store.
(c)
A Grocery Store Tax Credit shall be granted if approved by resolution of the County Council and concurrence of
the County Executive. The Council resolution shall establish the duration of the Grocery Store Tax Credit,
subject to subsection (d), below.
(d)
A Grocery Store Tax Credit may not continue for more than 10 years. Notwithstanding any other provision in
this Section, a Grocery Store Tax Credit granted under this Section shall immediately expire upon the ceasing of
operations of the grocery store for which the Grocery Store Tax Credit was granted, as verified by the Director
of Finance.
(CB-18-2014)
DIVISION 24. - TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND.
Sec. 10-312. - Fund established.
There is a non-lapsing Prince George's County Tuition Assistance Fund ("Fund").
(CB-57-2014)
Sec. 10-313. - Purposes and uses.
The purposes of the Fund are to provide for additional educational benefits that will further the career
development and growth of all County employees and further the goals and objectives of the Prince George's
County Government.
(CB-57-2014)
Sec. 10-314. - Financing the Fund.
(a)
Sources. The Fund may be financed from:
(1)
current expense funds;
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(2)
transfer of funds under this Division;
(3)
any contributions, donations, or appropriations by the United States, the State of Maryland, any other political
jurisdiction, or any private entity; and
(4)
any other funds designated and provided by the County.
(b)
Treatment. Monies provided by the County to the Fund under Subsection (a) of this Section shall be treated as a
transfer to the Fund.
(c)
Non-lapsing. All funds deposited, transferred or otherwise allocated to the Fund, and any interest earned on
those funds, shall not revert to the unrestricted fund balance of the General Fund of Prince George's County at
the end of a fiscal year, or at any other time, but shall be continually available for the uses and purposes for the
Tuition Assistance Program pursuant to Section 16-210 without regard to fiscal year limitation.
(CB-57-2014)
Sec. 10-315. - Administration of the Fund.
(a)
Administration. The Director of Human Resources Management or other designee of the County Executive shall
administer the Fund according to accepted principles of sound accounting and fiscal management.
(b)
Operation. The operation of the Fund shall be subject to the availability of funding.
(CB-57-2014)
Sec. 10-316. - Reporting.
The Director of Human Resources Management or other designee of the County Executive shall provide an
annual report to the County Council and County Executive that details the activities, budget, and expenditures
undertaken by the Fund from all available funding sources on or before December 31st of each year. The report
shall include an assessment of ways to prospectively improve the administration and effectiveness of the Tuition
Assistance Program.
(CB-57-2014)
DIVISION 25. - CLEAN ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM.
Sec. 10-317. - Definitions.
(a)
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In this Division, the following definitions have the following meanings:
(1)
Certified General Real Estate Appraiser means an individual who is certified as a certified real estate appraiser
for general real estate under Title 16 of the Business Occupations Article of the Maryland Code.
(2)
Commercial property has the meaning stated in the Local Government Article, Section 1-1101, of the Annotated
Code of Maryland. Commercial property includes any industrial, multi-family rental residential (more than four
dwelling units), non-profit, institutional, or agricultural property that meets the eligibility requirements of
Subtitle 10, Division 25.
(3)
Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy Program or Program means a program that facilitates energy
improvements and requires repayment through a surcharge on the owner's property tax bill.
(4)
County designated lender means a person who may be selected by the County or Program Manager to provide
funding for the Program.
(5)
County designated program manager means the Prince George's Financial Services Corporation (trade name
"FSC First").
(6)
Department means the Department of Finance.
(7)
Director means the Director of the Department or the Director's designee.
(8)
Energy efficiency and/or renewable energy improvement means any equipment, device, or material that is
intended to decrease energy consumption or expand use of renewable energy sources, including:
(A)
Insulation in any wall, roof, floor, foundation, or heating and cooling distribution system;
(B)
A storm window or door, multi-glazed window or door, heating-absorbing or heat-reflective glazed and coated
window and door system, or additional glazing, reduction in glass area, and other window and door system
modification that reduces energy consumption;
(C)
An automated energy control system;
(D)
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A heating, ventilating, or air-conditioning and distribution system modification or replacement;
(E)
Caulking, weather-stripping, and air sealing;
(F)
Replacement or modification of a lightning fixture to reduce the energy use of the lighting system;
(G)
An energy recovery system;
(H)
A day lighting system;
(I)
The installation or upgrade of electrical wiring or outlets to charge a motor vehicle that is fully or partially
powered by electricity;
(J)
A measure that reduces the usage of water or increases the efficiency of water usage;
(K)
Any measure or system that makes use of or expands a renewable source of energy, including solar water heater,
solar thermal electric, solar photovoltaic, wind, biomass, hydroelectric, geothermal electric, geothermal heat
pumps, battery storage, anaerobic digestion, tidal energy, wave energy, ocean thermal, fuel cells using renewable
fuels, and geothermal direct-use; or
(L)
Any renewable energy system that is a fixture, product, device or interacting group of fixtures products, or
devices on the customer's side of the electricity meter that uses at least one renewable energy source to generate
electricity. A renewable energy system includes a biomass system, but does not include an incinerator or
digester.
(9)
Private lender means a lender selected by the property owner to provide loan funds to the property owner for an
improvement.
(10)
Property Owner means a person who owns qualified property.
(11)
Qualified property means any commercial real property that meets the eligibility criteria for the Program.
(12)
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Renewable energy source means a source of energy that naturally replenishes over a human, not a geological,
timeframe that is ultimately derived from solar power, water power, or wind power.
(A)
Renewable energy source does not include fossil fuels or nuclear.
(B)
A renewable energy source comes from the sun or from thermal inertia of the earth and minimizes the output of
toxic materials in the conversions of the energy and includes,:
(i)
Non-hazardous, organic biomass material;
(ii)
Solar energy equipment
(iii)
Wind energy;
(iv)
Geothermal energy;
(v)
Biogas derived from non-hazardous sources.
(13)
Surcharge means the annual repayment of a loan, including principal, interest, and related charges, that funds an
improvement and is collected through the County real property tax billing process.
(CB-29-2018)
Sec. 10-318. - Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy Program established.
(a)
Established. The Director must create and administer a Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy Program.
(b)
Third-party lender.
(1)
The Director may enter into an agreement with a third-party lender that is either a County designated lender or a
private lender that funds a loan for an improvement. The Director shall give preference to County-based thirdparty lenders. The agreement must provide for the repayment of the loan for the improvement and any cost of
administering the program through a surcharge on the qualified real property. The loan may include the cost of
materials and labor necessary for installation, cost of energy audit, commissioning, building accreditation, any
permit fee, any inspection fee, any application or administrative fee, any bank or lender fee, and any other fee
1125/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

that the property owner may incur for the installation of the improvement. The third-party lender must submit a
request for collection of each surcharge amount to the County designated program manager or, if there is no
County designated program manager, to the Department no later than April 1 of each year.
(2)
The third-party lender must record a document among the land records of Prince George's County within 30
days of the time the loan is funded, which provides notice of the Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy
loan associated with the property and that the surcharge will be collected and have a lien status like all other real
property taxes.
(c)
County designated program manager. The Director may enter into an agreement with a County designated
program manager. The County designated program manager must notify the Department of the amount of the
surcharge for each account to be collected on the real property tax bill for that year's levy no later than May 1 of
each year, and in a format approved by the Department. The County designated program manager will receive
the collections from the County, reconcile the collected and billed surcharge for each account, and remit the
surcharge amount to the County designated lender or private lender. The County designated program manager
must report annually to the County on the participants in the Program by name, property address, energy and
water savings per property address as contained in the energy audit, property tax account number, amount of
each surcharge billed, collected by the County, and remitted to the lender, description of project, any
administrative fees, the amount of each loan, the amount of each loan balance, and the term of each loan. This
report must be submitted to the Department no later than February 15 of each year pertaining to activity in the
prior calendar year.
(d)
The Director may enter into an agreement with one person who provides both County designated lender and
County designated program manager services.
(CB-29-2018)
Sec. 10-319. - Eligibility.
(a)
Eligibility. In order to be eligible for this Program, the following criteria must be met:
(1)
The property must be a qualified property.
(2)
Obtain an energy audit approved under program guidelines.
(3)
Before any loan is approved under the Program, the County or its Program Manager must give due regard to the
property owner's ability to repay a loan in a manner substantially similar to that required for a mortgage loan
under Sections 12-127, 12-311, 12-409.1, 12-925, 12-1029 of the Commercial Law Article of the Maryland
Code.
(4)
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The property owner must submit the following to the private lender or the County designated lender at the time
of application for funding:
(A)
Express written consent to the surcharge of any holder of an existing mortgage or deed of trust on a qualified
property; and
(B)
Verification that there are no delinquent fees, taxes, water or sewer charges or other special assessments on the
qualified property.
(5)
The loan amount under this Program must meet the following criteria:
(A)
The loan amount must be for at least $25,000 and not more than 20% of either the full cash value or the
appraised value of the qualified property. The full cash value is determined by the Maryland State Department of
Assessments and Taxation. The appraised value must be determined by a Certified General Real Estate
Appraiser and must have been certified no more than 12 months before the date of the loan application.
(B)
The loan amount, together with the outstanding balance of the mortgage or deed of trust, must be no more than
90% of either the full cash value or the appraised value of the qualified property.
(C)
The County may not finance or fund any loan under the program, shall serve only as a program sponsor to
facilitate loan repayment by including the surcharge on the County real property tax bill for the property, and
shall incur no liability for the loan.
(6)
The property owner shall agree to utilize "best efforts" to spend 35% of the total costs incurred on the energy
efficiency and clean energy improvements on contracts with County-based minority business enterprises,
County-based small businesses, County-based businesses, and minority business enterprise firms. The property
owner shall also submit a Local Spending Plan to the program manager for approval, subject to the satisfaction
of the program manager. The Local Spending Plan shall demonstrate the manner in which the property owner
will satisfy its commitment to meet the spending goal set forth in this paragraph.
(b)
Property assessed clean energy surcharge.
(1)
The property owner of qualified property must agree to repay the amount financed through a surcharge levied on
the County's real property tax bill for the qualified property.
(2)
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A surcharge may be imposed under a written agreement between the County designated lender or private lender
and the County.
(3)
As a condition for entering into an agreement under the Program, the County designated lender or private lender
must provide the County designated program manager and the Department a copy of the loan documents and
documents that verify:
(A)
The property owner's ability to repay the Property Assessed Clean Energy loan in a manner substantially similar
to that required for a mortgage loan;
(B)
There are no delinquent taxes, special assessments, or water or sewer charges on the qualified property;
(C)
There are no delinquent assessments on the qualified property under the Program;
(D)
The property owner has obtained all necessary permits;
(E)
The improvement is permanently affixed to the qualified property and complies with all applicable State and
Federal statutes and regulations, as determined by the appropriate regulatory authority;
(F)
Existing mortgage or deed of trust lender consent;
(G)
Appraised value of the qualified property as certified in the appraisal report submitted by a Certified General
Real Estate Appraiser if the eligibility requirement is based on the appraised value of the qualified property;
(H)
Loan to value documentation; and
(I)
Any other financial or program document that the Director deems necessary.
(4)
In addition to the administrative fees, the County may collect an administrative fee through the surcharge to
cover charges relating to lending, program management, billing, or collection.
(CB-29-2018)
Sec. 10-320. - Payment of surcharge; lien.
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(a)
The County must collect the amount financed through an annual surcharge on the property owner's real property
tax bill and forward payments received by the County to the County designated program manager or, if there is
no County designated program manager, to the lender no later than 30 days after the payment due dates for real
property taxes. Payment due dates for semi-annual real property taxes are September 30 for the first installment
and December 31 for the second installment, and for annual real property taxes the payment due date is
September 30.
(b)
If the property owner sells the qualified property, the buyer must continue to pay the surcharge levied on the
annual property tax bill.
(c)
The surcharge and any accrued interest or penalty constitutes a first lien on the real property to which the
surcharge applies until paid. An unpaid surcharge will be, until paid, a lien on the qualified property on which it
is imposed from the date it becomes payable. The surcharge will accrue interest and penalty and will be treated
and collected like all other County property taxes. Any delinquency will be collected through the County Tax
Sale process. The provisions of Title 14, Subtitle 8 of the Tax - Property Article of the Maryland Code that apply
to a tax lien will also apply to the lien created under this law. Any delinquent surcharge collected through the
County Tax Sale process must be forwarded to the County designated program manager or, if there is no County
designated program manager, to the lender no later than 30 days after the payment was received.
(CB-29-2018)
Sec. 10-321. - Regulations; annual report.
(a)
The Executive may adopt regulations to administer the Program.
(b)
The Executive must submit an annual report to the County Council by March 15 of each year describing
program participation, number and dollar value of surcharge billed and collected, and other relevant information
pertaining to the prior calendar year.
(CB-29-2018)
DIVISION 26. - FAIR ELECTION FUND.
Sec. 10-322. - Definitions.
(a)
The words defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this Division
unless the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning or a different definition is
prescribed for a particular provision.
(1)
Applicant candidate means a candidate who is seeking to be a certified candidate in a primary or general
election.
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(2)
Campaign finance entity means a political committee established pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland,
Election Law Article, Title 1, Subtitle 1.
(3)
Certified candidate means a candidate who is certified as eligible for public campaign financing from the Fund.
(4)
Citizen funded campaign account means a campaign finance account into which eligible contributions will be
received and from which money may be spent in accordance with this Division.
(5)
Commission means the Fair Election Fund Commission.
(6)
Contested election means any election, including a special election, in which there are more candidates for office
than the number who can be elected to that office.
(7)
Contribution means the same as defined in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Election Law Article, Title 1,
Subtitle 1.
(8)
County Board means the Prince George's County Board of Elections.
(9)
County resident means a natural person who resides in Prince George's County.
(10)
Director means the Director of Finance or the Director's designee.
(11)
Election cycle means the same as defined in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Election Law Article, Title 1,
Subtitle 1.
(12)
Eligible contribution means an aggregate donation in a 4-year election cycle from an individual, including an
individual who does not reside in the County, that does not exceed the contribution limit set in this Division.
(13)
Fund means the Fair Election Fund.
(14)
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Participating candidate means a certified candidate who has received a public contribution from the Fund during
the current election cycle.
(15)
Public contribution means money disbursed from the Fund to a certified candidate.
(16)
Qualifying contribution means an eligible contribution in support of an applicant candidate that is:
(A)
made by a County resident;
(B)
made after the beginning of the qualifying period, but no later than the next general election;
(C)
acknowledged by a receipt; and
(D)
not an in-kind contribution of property, goods or services.
(17)
Qualifying period means:
(A)
the time beginning on January 1 following the last election for the office the candidate seeks and ending 45 days
before the date of the primary election; or
(B)
for a special election, the time that the County Council shall set by Council resolution.
(18)
Slate means the same as defined in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Elections Law Article, Title 1, Subtitle 1.
(19)
State Board means the Maryland State Board of Elections.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-323. - Public Election Fund established.
(a)
The Director shall establish a Fair Election Fund as a special non-lapsing fund.
(b)
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The Fund consists of:
(1)
money appropriated to the Fund;
(2)
any unspent money remaining in a certified candidates' citizen funded campaign account after the candidate is
no longer a candidate;
(3)
any public contribution returned to the Fund;
(4)
any donations made to the Fund;
(5)
any fines collected pursuant to Section 10-332 of this Division; and
(6)
any earnings on money in the Fund.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-324. - Collecting qualifying contributions.
(a)
Before raising any contribution governed by this Division, an applicant candidate shall:
(1)
file notice of intent with the State Board in the manner that the State Board requires; and
(2)
establish a citizen funded campaign account.
(b)
Contribution limits.
(1)
Except as otherwise provided in Subsection (b)(2), an applicant candidate shall not accept:
(A)
eligible contributions of more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) in the aggregate during an election cycle;
(B)
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or a loan.
(2)
An applicant candidate may accept up to Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) from:
(A)
the applicant candidate; or
(B)
a spouse.
(c)
Consumer Price Index adjustment.
(1)
The contribution limit specified in Subsection (b)(1) shall be adjusted for the next election cycle on July 1, 2026,
and July 1 of each subsequent fourth year by the increase in the Consumer Price Index for the previous four (4)
calendar years, rounded up to the next Ten Dollars ($10).
(2)
The Director shall publish this amount not later than the January 1 after an adjustment is made.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-325. - Requirements for certification.
(a)
Application for certification.
(1)
An applicant candidate shall apply to the State Board for certification.
(2)
The State Board may only accept an application during the qualifying period.
(3)
An application shall be submitted in the form that the State Board requires.
(4)
Subject to Subsection (a)(6), an applicant candidate may submit only one application for certification for any
election.
(5)
An applicant candidate shall include with the application all documentation required by the State or, in the
absence of State requirements, the following:
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(A)
a declaration from the applicant candidate agreeing to follow the requirements governing the use of a public
contribution;
(B)
a campaign finance report that contains the information that the State Board requires for a campaign finance
report and that includes, but is not limited to:
(i)
a list of each qualifying contribution received;
(ii)
a list of each expenditure made by the candidate during the qualifying period;
(iii)
a copy of the receipt associated with each contribution that identifies the contributor's name and residential
address; and
(iv)
a copy of the receipt associated with each expenditure; and
(C)
a certificate of candidacy for County Executive or County Council.
(6)
An applicant candidate shall not be eligible for certification if the State Board determines the candidate has
failed to submit a campaign finance report in the four (4) years preceding the election cycle.
(7)
An applicant candidate shall not coordinate with a political action committee.
(8)
An applicant candidate shall agree to participate in at least one (1) debate by a civic organization.
(9)
If an application is denied, the applicant may resubmit the application once if done before the deadline.
(b)
To qualify as a certified candidate:
(1)
a candidate for Executive shall collect from County residents at least:
(A)
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Five Hundred (500) qualifying contributions; and
(B)
an aggregate total of Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000);
(2)
a candidate for At-Large Council Member shall collect from County residents at least:
(A)
Two Hundred Fifty (250) qualifying contributions; and
(B)
an aggregate total of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000); and
(3)
a candidate for District Council Member shall collect from County residents at least:
(A)
One Hundred Fifty (150) qualifying contributions; and
(B)
an aggregate total of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500).
(c)
Contributions.
(1)
An applicant candidate shall deposit all contributions received into the candidate's citizen funded campaign
account.
(2)
An applicant candidate shall deliver to the State Board a copy of a receipt for each qualifying contribution that
identifies the contributor's name and residential address and that is signed by the contributor directly or by a
digital signature using a method approved by the State Board.
(d)
The Executive, after consulting with the State Board, shall promulgate regulations that specify:
(1)
how and when receipts for qualifying contributions from contributors shall be submitted to the State Board;
(2)
the documents that shall be filed with the State Board for certification;
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(3)
the allowable uses of money in a publicly funded campaign account; and
(4)
other policies necessary to implement this Division.
Any such regulations shall be submitted to the County Council by resolution for approval.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-326. - Board determination.
(a)
Within ten (10) days after the State Board receives a complete application for certification, the State Board shall
certify an applicant candidate who qualifies for certification.
(b)
The decision by the State Board whether to certify a candidate is final.
(c)
If the State Board certifies a candidate, the State Board shall so notify the Director. After notification, the
Director shall disburse a public contribution to the candidate's citizen funded campaign account.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-327. - Distribution of public contribution.
(a)
In General.
(1)
The Director shall distribute a public contribution from an election only during:
(A)
the time beginning 365 days before the primary election for the office the candidate seeks and ending 15 days
after the general election; or
(B)
the time that the County Council sets by resolution for a special election.
(2)
A certified candidate may continue to collect qualifying contributions and receive a matching public
contribution up to a primary or general election. Once the total public contribution payable to a certified
candidate for the election cycle is reached, the certified candidate may still receive public contributions up to the
maximum amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) per donor but the contribution will no longer be
matched. All contributions shall include receipts.
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(3)
For purposes of this Subsection, whether an election is contested shall be determined no later than seven (7) days
after the filing deadline preceding the election. The Director shall not disburse a public contribution to a certified
candidate in an election in which the candidate is the sole individual who has filed a certificate of candidacy for
that office; however, a certified candidate may collect contributions during an uncontested election.
(b)
Receipts; deposits.
(1)
To receive a public contribution, a participating candidate shall submit a receipt to the State Board for each
qualifying contribution.
(2)
The receipt shall identify the contributor's name, residential address, and the date of the contribution.
(3)
The Director shall deposit the appropriate public contribution into a participating candidate's citizen funded
campaign account within three (3) business days after the State Board authorizes the public contribution.
(c)
Contributions of less than $1. An individual contribution of less than One Dollar ($1) may be considered under
Section 10-325 of this Division but shall not be considered when calculating the public contribution under this
Section.
(d)
Amount of distribution.
(1)
for a certified participating candidate for County Executive, the matching dollars shall equal:
(A)
Seven Dollars ($7) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the first Twenty-Five Dollars ($25)
of each qualifying contribution;
(B)
Five Dollars ($5) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the next Fifty Dollars ($50) of each
qualifying contribution;
(C)
One Dollar ($1) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the next Seventy-Five Dollars ($75) of
each qualifying contribution; and
(D)
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contributions of One Hundred Fifty-One Dollars ($151) to Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) shall not be
matched.
(2)
for a certified candidate for County Council, the matching dollars shall equal:
(A)
Seven Dollars ($7) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the first Twenty-Five Dollars ($25)
of each qualifying contribution;
(B)
Five Dollars ($5) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the next Fifty Dollars ($50) of each
qualifying contribution;
(C)
One Dollar ($1) for each dollar of a qualifying contribution received for the next Seventy-Five Dollars ($75) of
each qualifying contribution; and
(D)
Contributions of One Hundred Fifty-One Dollars ($151) to Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) shall not be
matched.
(3)
The total public contribution payable to a certified candidate for the election cycle, including the primary or a
general election, shall not exceed:
(A)
Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000) for a candidate for County Executive;
(B)
Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) for a candidate for At-Large Council Member; and
(C)
Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000) for a candidate for District Council Member.
(e)
The Director shall not distribute a public contribution based on:
(1)
a contribution from the candidate, the candidate's spouse, adult sibling or parent; or
(2)
an in-kind contribution of property, goods, or services.
(f)
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Fund insufficiency. On or before July 1st of the year preceding the primary election, the Director shall determine
if the amount in the Fund is sufficient to meet the maximum public contributions reasonably expected to be
required during the next election cycle. If the Director determines that the total amount available for distribution
in the Fund is insufficient to meet the allocations required by this Section, the Director shall reduce each public
contribution by the same percentage.
(g)
Disbursements after primary election. Within three (3) business days after the County Board certifies the results
of the primary election, the State Board shall authorize the Director to continue to disburse the appropriate
public contribution for the general election to each participating candidate who is certified to be on the ballot for
the general election.
(h)
Return of unspent funds. Within thirty (30) days after the County Board certifies the results of the primary
election, a participating candidate who is not certified to be on the ballot for the general election shall return to
the Fund any unspent money in the candidate's citizen funded campaign account. On or before December 31,
after the general election, a participating candidate shall return to the Fund any unspent money in the candidate's
citizen funded campaign account.
(i)
Candidates nominated by petition or by non-principal political parties.
(1)
"Principal Political Parties" has the meaning stated in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Elections Law Article,
Section 1-101.
(2)
A certified candidate nominated by petition or by a party that is not a principal political party may receive a
public contribution for the general election if the candidate's nomination is certified by the County Board.
(3)
A certified candidate under this Subsection shall qualify 45 days before the date of the general election.
(j)
Review of small donor financing by the Commission.
(1)
In general. After each regularly scheduled general election for office, the Fair Election Fund Commission shall
conduct a comprehensive review of the Small Dollar financing program under this Division, including
(i)
the maximum and minimum dollar amounts of qualified small dollar contributions;
(ii)
the number and value of qualified small dollar contributions a candidate is required to obtain to be eligible for
certification as a participating candidate;
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(iii)
the maximum amount of payments a candidate may receive under this title;
(iv)
the overall satisfaction of participating candidates and the public with the program;
(v)
the analysis, recommendation and creation of a plan to the County governing body to reduce racial, ethnic,
socio-economic and geographic disparities regarding access to public matching funds by participating
candidates; and
(vi)
such other matters relating to financing of campaigns as the Fair Election Fund Commission determines are
appropriate.
(2)
Criteria for review. In conducting the review under this Subsection, the Fair Election Fund Commission shall
consider the following:
(i)
Qualified small dollar contributions. The Fair Election Fund Commission shall consider whether the number and
dollar amounts of qualified small dollar contributions required strikes an appropriate balance regarding the
importance of voter involvement, the need to assure adequate incentives for participating, and fiscal
responsibility, taking into consideration the number of primary and general election participating candidates, the
electoral performance of those candidates, program cost, and any other information the Fair Election Fund
Commission determines is appropriate.
(ii)
Review of payment levels. The Fair Election Fund Commission shall consider whether the totality of the amount
of funds allowed to be raised by participating candidates (including through qualified small dollar contributions)
and payments under this Division are sufficient for voters in the County to learn about the candidates to cast an
informed vote, taking into account the historic amount of spending by winning candidates, media costs, primary
election dates, and any other information the Fair Election Fund Commission determines is appropriate.
(3)
Recommendations for adjustments of amounts. Based on the review conducted under this Subsection, the Fair
Election Fund Commission may recommend to the County Council adjustments of the following amounts:
(i)
The number and value of qualified small dollar contributions a candidate is required to obtain to be eligible for
certification as a participating candidate.
(ii)
The maximum amount of payments that may be received under this Division.
(4)
1140/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The Director shall publish these amounts not later than the January 1 after an adjustment is made.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-328. - Use of public contribution.
(a)
In General.
(1)
A participating candidate may only make expenditures from the citizen funded campaign account registered with
the State Board for expenses incurred once the candidate is certified by the State Board. No previous expenses or
prior loans may be paid for with public financing dollars.
(2)
A participating candidate shall not pay in advance for goods and services to be used after certification with nonqualifying contributions received before applying for certification.
(3)
The Director may provide for further limitations for use of public contributions through regulation.
(4)
(A)
Except as provided in paragraph (B) of this Subsection, the Director shall reduce the public contribution to a
participating candidate's citizen funded campaign account by the total amount of all expenditures made after the
end of the previous election cycle from the candidate's non-participating campaign account.
(B)
Expenditures made with contributions received prior to the end of the previous election cycle towards debts
accrued before the end of the previous election cycle shall not reduce the public contribution to a participating
candidate's citizen funded campaign account.
(b)
Allegations of impermissible act. A complaint alleging an impermissible receipt or use of funds by a
participating candidate shall be filed with the State Board.
(c)
Access to records. On request of the Commission, a participating candidate shall provide the Commission with
reasonable access to the financial records of the candidate's citizen funded campaign account. A participating
candidate shall keep all records for a period of four (4) years after the election to which the documents relate.
The records shall be kept by the treasurer unless the State Board has been notified otherwise.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-329. - Withdrawal.
(a)
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A participating candidate may withdraw from participation if the candidate files a statement of withdrawal with
the State Board and Commission in the form that the State Board requires and:
(1)
terminates candidacy to withdraw from the election completely; or
(2)
withdraws prior to receiving any public contribution.
(b)
Termination of candidacy. A participating candidate who withdraws under Subsection (a)(1) shall repay to the
Fund the full amount of any public contribution received, plus interest accruing from the date of withdrawal at
the same rate as the current bank prime loan rate reported by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System.
(c)
Personal liability. If the funds remaining in the candidate's citizen funded campaign account at the time of
withdrawal are insufficient to repay the Fund under Subsection (b) of this Section, the candidate shall be
personally liable for repayment.
(d)
Reduced repayment. The Commission may reduce any repayment under Subsection (b) of this Section for a
participating candidate who must withdraw for health reasons or other cause not within the candidate's control
and may consider personal financial hardship.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-330. - Applicant and participating candidate restrictions; affiliation.
(a)
An applicant candidate or a participating candidate shall not:
(1)
accept a private contribution from any group or organization, including a political action committee, a
corporation, a labor organization, or a State or local central committee of a political party;
(2)
accept private contributions from an individual in an aggregate greater than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250)
during an election cycle, or the maximum amount of an eligible contribution, as adjusted by Section 10-324(c);
(3)
after filing a notice of intent with the State Board to seek public financing, pay for any campaign expense with
any campaign finance account other than the candidates' citizen funded campaign account;
(4)
be a member of a slate in any election in which the candidate receives a public contribution;
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(5)
transfer money:
(A)
to the candidate's citizen funded campaign account from any other campaign finance entity established for the
candidate; or
(B)
from the candidate's citizen funded campaign account to any other campaign finance entity; or
(6)
coordinate expenses except with another participating candidate if the expenses are shared equally among the
coordinating candidates.
(b)
Affiliation. Pursuant to COMAR 33.13.14, a candidate who accepts public funds may affiliate with any other
candidates, including non-publicly financed candidates, on campaign material if:
(1)
the authorized candidate campaign committee makes a direct disbursement to the payee for its share of the costs
of the campaign material; and
(2)
the campaign material displays the authority line of the authorized candidate campaign committee.
(c)
If it is determined that qualifying contributions were received in violation of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
General Provisions Article, Title 5, Subtitle 8 and a matching public contribution was disbursed, the matching
public contribution shall be returned to the Fund in the full amount.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-331. - Fair Election Fund Commission.
(a)
The Fair Election Fund Commission consists of seven (7) members. The County Council shall nominate five (5)
members of the Commission, ensuring that the nominees reflect political and geographic diversity. At least one
(1) member shall represent an organization focused on government reform. The County Executive shall
nominate two (2) members of the Commission. Each nominee shall be confirmed by the County Council.
(b)
Qualifications.
(1)
Each member of the Commission shall be a resident of the County.
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(2)
A member of the Commission shall not be a candidate for public office during the previous, current, or next
election cycle.
(3)
A member shall not be a lobbyist registered with the County or State.
(4)
A member shall not be the Chair or Treasurer for an open campaign account.
(5)
A member shall be a registered voter.
(c)
Term; vacancies.
(1)
The term of a member of the Commission is four (4) years and begins on May 1. The term of a member of the
Commission nominated by the County Executive begins during the first year of a County Council term. The
term of a member of the Commission nominated by a member of the County Council begins during the third
year of a County Council term.
(2)
A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment and for the unexpired term.
(3)
Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this Subsection, to create staggered terms, the terms of the initial members of
the Commission who are nominated by a member of the County Council shall be six (6) years and shall begin on
May 1, 2019.
(d)
Officers. The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson from among its members.
(e)
Compensation; expenses. A member of the Commission shall not receive compensation for service on the
Commission except reasonable and necessary expenses as may be provided in the budget.
(f)
Duties.
(1)
The Commission shall issue a report to the Council on or before March 1 of each year estimating the funds
necessary to implement the public campaign finance system and recommending an appropriation to the Public
Election Fund for the following fiscal year.
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(2)
Except as otherwise specified, the Commission shall administer this Division and ensure the funds are
distributed on an equitable basis.
(3)
The Commission shall meet:
(A)
at least once every ninety (90) days during the twelve (12) months preceding a primary election; and
(B)
at least twice a year otherwise.
(g)
Staff. The Office of Finance shall provide staff support for the Commission to:
(1)
work with the State Board of Elections to administer the system; and
(2)
provide information about the system to candidates and the public.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-332. - Penalties.
Any violation of this Division is a civil violation and shall be subject to a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500)
for each violation. A fine may be paid by the campaign but only if all public contributions have been repaid to
the Fund. Otherwise, the candidate or officer found to be responsible for the violation is personally liable for the
fine.
(CB-99-2018)
Sec. 10-333. - Initial election cycle.
The first election cycle during which a certified candidate shall be eligible to receive public matching funds
under this Act shall be the 2026 election cycle.
(CB-99-2018)
DIVISION 27. - PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY RE-ENTRY EMPLOYMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM.
Sec. 10-334. - Prince George's County Re-entry Employment Incentive Program.
(a)
Definitions. In this Division, the following words shall have the following meanings:
(1)
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Qualifying Employee is a resident domiciled in Prince George's County (a "county resident") who
(A)
has
(i)
been confined for a total time of six (6) months or more for criminal conviction during the five (5) years prior to
becoming employed in a Qualified Position; and
(ii)
been released from confinement within the 36 months prior to becoming employed in a Qualified Position;
(B)
was a county resident prior to the most recent period of incarceration;
(C)
is eligible for employment with a Qualifying Employer; and
(D)
has been a county resident continuously since being released from the most recent period of confinement.
(2)
Qualifying Employer is a commercial or non-profit business entity that
(A)
conducts business within Prince George's County and complies with all federal, state, and local requirements;
(B)
employs a Qualifying Employee in a Qualifying Position; and
(C)
has signed and is in compliance with the Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program Agreement in
accordance with Subsection (b)(2), below.
(3)
Qualifying Position is an employment position located within Prince George's County for which the employer is
required to pay the Maryland Unemployment Insurance Tax and in which a Qualifying Employee:
(A)
works a minimum of 21 hours per week,
(B)
is paid a minimum of $15.00 per hour, and
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(C)
is hired by a Qualifying Employer after the Qualifying Employer signs a Re-entry Employment Reimbursement
Program Agreement in accordance with Subsection (b)(2), below.
(4)
Confinement means to be detained for any period of time in a facility or environment that is intended to restrict a
person's movement and freedom, including but not limited to a federal, state, or local correctional facility; home
detention; or electronic monitoring as a form of punishment following a criminal conviction.
(b)
Prince George's County Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program.
(1)
Subject to Paragraph (3), below, the Director of Finance, in consultation with Employ Prince George's (unless
another agency or entity is designated for such purpose by the County Executive), shall reimburse a Qualifying
Employer for each Qualifying Employee working in a Qualifying Position that has an approved Agreement
subject to paragraph (2) of this section. Each Qualifying Employee shall complete a minimum post-hire
probationary period of ninety (90) days prior to the Qualifying Position becoming eligible for reimbursement.
Once eligible, the Qualifying Position shall be reimbursed at a rate of five dollars ($5.00) per hour, up to 40
hours per week, and a maximum of 1,000 hours for each 12-month period of employment following the date of
hire of a Qualified Employee up to a maximum of 24 months after the date of hire.
(2)
A Qualifying Employer shall sign a Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program Agreement (Agreement)
approved by Employ Prince George's (unless another agency or entity is designated for such purpose by the
County Executive), the Office of Law, and the Director of Finance, prior to reimbursement, for each Qualifying
Employee as a condition of eligibility for reimbursement under this Section. Employ Prince George's (unless
another agency or entity is designated for such purpose by the County Executive) shall consult with both the
Office of Law and the Director of Finance to establish the form and content of the Agreement. Employ Prince
George's shall administer oversight over the Qualifying Employer's compliance with the Agreement. Prior to the
end of every 12-month period after the date of hiring a Qualifying Employee in a Qualifying Position, a
Qualifying Employer shall re-submit the Agreement for approval as a condition of continued receipt of
reimbursement.
(3)
Reimbursement under this Section is dependent on the availability and allocation of funds in the County budget.
Funds for reimbursement under this Section shall be maintained by the Director of Finance in a restricted fund.
Prior to the approval of a Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program Agreement, the Director of Finance, in
consultation with Employ Prince George's (unless another agency or entity is designated for such purpose by the
County Executive), shall determine whether approval for reimbursement of work hours during the subsequent
12-month period for the Qualifying Employee would exceed the allocated and available county funds for the
Prince George's County Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program. If sufficient funds are not available, the
Director of Finance shall not approve the Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program Agreement for the
Qualifying Employee.
(c)
Employ Prince George's (unless another agency or entity is designated for such purpose by the County
Executive), in consultation with the Director of Finance, may establish additional rules and procedures for the
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Prince George's County Re-entry Employment Reimbursement Program which are consistent with this Section.
(CB-19-2021)
SUBTITLE 10A. - PURCHASING.
DIVISION 1. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.
Sec. 10A-101. - Definitions.
(a)
The words defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this Subtitle
unless the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning or a different definition is
prescribed for a particular provision.
(1)
Agency means any department, agency, board, commission, or any other unit of the County government or any
agency which:
(A)
Receives funding from County funds; or
(B)
Is made subject to County procurement law by any local, State, or Federal law.
(2)
Award means the decision by the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee to execute a purchase
agreement or contract after all necessary approvals have been obtained, including final approval and signature
by the authorized signatory for the County.
(2.1)
Best value means the basis for awarding contracts which optimizes weighted factors such as quality, cost,
diversity, and performance, among responsive and responsible offerors. Such basis shall reflect, whenever
possible, objective and quantifiable analysis and "best value" criteria shall be prescribed and predetermined in
the Request for Proposals.
(3)
Broker means generally a person or business entity that operates predominantly as a middle man and sells goods
and services on a pass-through basis, as set forth in the regulations.
(4)
Business means any association, corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint stock company,
joint venture, or any other legal entity through which business is conducted.
(4.1)
Certified County-based business participation means the percentage of the total contract dollars paid to
businesses certified as County-based businesses.
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(4.2)
Certified County-based minority business enterprise participation means the percentage of total contract dollars
paid to County-based businesses certified as minority business enterprises by the Supplier Development and
Diversity Division.
(4.3)
Certified County-based small business participation means the percentage of total contract dollars paid to
businesses certified as County-based small businesses.
(4.4)
Certified County-located business participation means the percentage of total contract dollars paid to businesses
certified as County-located businesses.
(4.5)
Certified minority business enterprise participation means the percentage of total contract dollars paid to
businesses certified as minority business enterprises by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division.
(4.6)
Certified sheltered workshop means an agency that is:
(A)
Organized under the laws of the United States or the State of Maryland;
(B)
Certified as a sheltered workshop by the Wage and Hour Division of the United States Department of Labor;
(C)
Accredited by the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation of the Maryland Department of Education;
(D)
Operated in the interest of individuals who have a mental or physical disability, including blindness, that
constitutes a substantial handicap to employment and prevents the individual from engaging in normal
competitive employment; and
(E)
The net income of which does not inure wholly or partially to the benefit of any shareholder or other nondisabled individual.
(5)
Change order means a written order signed by the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee,
directing the contractor to make changes which the Changes Clause of the contract authorizes the Purchasing
Agent to order without the consent of the contractor.
(6)
Commission means the Minority Business Opportunities Commission.
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(6.1)
Commodity means any equipment, materials, or supplies. It does not include services, including, but not limited
to, construction and professional services.
(7)
Conditional suspension means an administrative action by the Purchasing Agent disqualifying a person for
reasons of unsatisfactory performance or default on County contracts from either bidding or submitting
proposals on County contracts, acting as a supplier of goods or services on procurement, or acting as a
subcontractor on a County contract until the disqualified person:
(A)
Complies with specified conditions;
(B)
Corrects specified defects affecting performance or ability to perform; or
(C)
Takes action to cure the conditions leading to the conditional suspension.
(8)
Construction means the process of building, altering, or improving any public road, bridge, structure, building,
or other public improvements of any kind to any public real property. It does not include the routine operation,
repair, or maintenance of existing structures or buildings.
(9)
Construction management services means services performed by a person who is experienced in construction
and has the ability to evaluate and to implement plans and specifications as they affect time, cost, and quality of
construction and the ability to coordinate the design and construction of a project, including the administration
of change orders.
(10)
Contract means any written agreement or order for the purchase or disposal of supplies, services, construction,
insurance, or any other item. It includes, but is not limited to, contracts of a fixed price, cost reimbursement, cost
plus a fixed fee, or incentive type; contracts providing for the issuance of job or task orders; grants; leases; letter
contracts; and purchase orders. It also includes supplemental agreements with respect to any of the foregoing.
(10.1)
Contract Compliance Unit refers to the unit within the Office of Central Service that is responsible for
monitoring the contracting activity of all agencies that procure goods and services through the Office of Central
Services.
(11)
Contract modification means any written alteration in the specifications, delivery point, rate of delivery, contract
period, price, quantity, or other contract provisions of any existing contract, whether accomplished by unilateral
action in accordance with a contract provision or by mutual action of the parties to the contract. It includes
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bilateral actions, such as supplemental agreements, and unilateral actions, such as change orders, administrative
changes, notices of termination, and notices of the exercise of a contract option.
(12)
Contractor means any business or person having a written contract with the County.
(13)
County-based business means a business whose principal place of operation is located within Prince George's
County, that meets the requirements of Section 10A-163(a), and whose application for certification as a Countybased business is approved by the Purchasing Agent. Principal place of operation shall be determined by factors
as set forth in the regulations. County-based small businesses and County-based minority business enterprises
are County-based businesses in accordance with Section 10A-163 of this Subtitle.
Editor's note— CR-123-2013 allows businesses to register temporarily until July 1, 2015, to obtain certification
as a County-based business if the business domicile and principal place of operation is located in Prince
George's County, MD, as determined by the Director of Central Services, and is (a) certified as a minority
business enterprise pursuant to Section 10A-101(a)(26); (b) certified as a socially or economically disadvantaged
business pursuant to 13 CFR Part 124-8(a) by the Small Business Administration; or (c) certified as a HUBZone
small business concern pursuant to 13 CFR 126 by the Small Business Administration.
(13.1)
County-based business preference means a business preference given to a bid or proposal pursuant to Section
10A-160.
(13.2)
County-based minority business enterprise means a business that is both:
(A)
a minority business enterprise as certified by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division; and
(B)
a County-based business in accordance with Section 10A-163 of this Subtitle.
(13.3)
County-based small business means a business that:
(A)
(i)
meets the requirements of Section 10A-163(b) of this Subtitle and
(ii)
whose application for certification as a County-based small business is approved by the Purchasing Agent; or
(B)
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is a County-based minority business enterprise that meets the requirements of Section 10A-163(g) of this
Subtitle.
(13.4)
County-located business means a business, subject to certification by the Prince George's County Office of
Central Services in accordance with Section 10-174, that;
(A)
has a County Office, but is not a County-based business; and
(B)
either :
(i)
has at least five (5) employees or independent contractors in the County Office for the full duration of the
County Office's lease; or
(ii)
has at least three (3) employees or independent contractors, with at least two (2) of the employees or
independent contractors being County Residents, for the full duration of the County Office's lease.
(13.5)
County or the County means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(13.6)
County agency means any department, office, division, administrative unit, or agency of the Prince George's
County government or any other entity created or authorized to be created, whether expressed or implied, by the
Charter or the Code, including any council, board, bureau, commission, institution, tribunal, government
corporation, public authority, or other instrumentality thereof or thereunder.
(14)
County funds means any monies received by the County or appropriated or approved by the Council or to which
the County may at any time have legal or equitable title.
(14.1)
County Office means a place of operation of a business which is physically located within the County as
evidenced by proof of ownership interest or a lease in which the business is obligated for at least one (1) year.
(14.2)
County resident means a person whose domicile is located in Prince George's County, Maryland, as determined
by standards set forth by the Purchasing Agent, and who either:
(A)
Filed a Maryland state income tax return that establishes a Prince George's County domicile for the most recent
full calendar year;
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(B)
Is claimed as a dependent on a Maryland state income tax return that establishes a Prince George's County
domicile for the most recent full calendar year filed by the person's parent, legal guardian, or spouse; or
(C)
Was not required to file a federal or Maryland state income tax return for the most recent calendar year because
the person was not legally liable for income tax pursuant to Section 10-809, Tax-General Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, but was legally domiciled in Prince George's County for the most recent full calendar year,
and signs an attestation under oath to this effect on a form provided by the Purchasing Agent.
The County Executive, the County Executive's designee, and the Purchasing Agent are authorized to verify a
person's County residency status pursuant to this definition in relation to Division 7 of this Subtitle.
(15)
Debarment means the action whereby a prospective bidder or offeror or contractor is barred from participating in
County procurement-related activities for a specified period of time pursuant to the requirements of this Subtitle.
(16)
Designee means a duly authorized representative of a person holding a specified position. Such authorization
shall be in writing.
(16.1)
Disadvantaged business means a for-profit small business concern: (A) that is at least 51 percent owned by one
or more individuals who are both socially and economically disadvantaged or, in the case of a corporation, in
which 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more such individuals; and (B) whose management and daily
business operations are controlled by one or more of the socially and economically disadvantaged individuals
who own it.
(16.2)
Domicile means the place of a person's true, fixed, permanent home, without any present intention of completely
abandoning that home, and to which the person has the intention of returning whenever absent. Domicile does
not include a temporary dwelling unless there is a present intention to abandon permanently or indefinitely the
former domicile.
(17)
Emergency shall mean a situation resulting from unexpected or unanticipated events which requires immediate
action to maintain or restore existing levels of essential public services; to preserve or prevent further
deterioration of public property; to provide temporary food, clothing, or shelter to disaster victims; or to prevent
damage to property or preserve life or safety.
(18)
Employee means any classified or exempt service employee of the County and any County elected official.
(19)
Established catalog or market price means the price included in the most current catalog, price list, schedule, or
other form that:
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(A)
Is regularly maintained by the manufacturer or vendor of an item;
(B)
Is either published or otherwise available for inspection by customers; and
(C)
(i)
States prices at which sales are currently or were last made to a significant number of buyers constituting the
general buying public for that time; or
(ii)
States discounted prices at which sales are currently or were last made to local, state, or Federal agencies.
(20)
Reserved.
(21)
Executive Director means the Executive Director of the Supplier Development and Diversity Division of the
Office of Central Services.
(22)
Improper conduct includes, by way of example and not limitation, intentional billing irregularities, allocating
costs from firm fixed-price contracts to cost-reimbursement contracts, submitting false claims, causing
competition to be restrained or limited, misrepresentation, involving falsely claiming to be a minority business
enterprise, indictment for any of the above causes, or indictment for offenses specified in Division 6,
Subdivision 8, when the indictment is the result of alleged misconduct in connection with a County bid,
proposal, or contract.
(23)
Invitation for Bids means all documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for soliciting
bids in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 10A-112 of this Subtitle.
(23.1)
Labor organization means an organization, as defined under federal labor law, 29 U.S.C. § 152(5), which
represents employees in the construction trades for purposes of collective bargaining and has the present ability
to refer and supply trained, qualified construction craft personnel in sufficient numbers to adequately staff
construction projects.
(24)
Letter contract means the written preliminary contractual document that authorizes the contractor to begin a
portion of the agreed-upon services immediately. A letter contract is always associated with a definitive contract
and can never be the sole document used to complete a procurement.
(25)
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Maryland-based business means a business whose principal place of operation is located within the State of
Maryland. Principal place of operation shall be determined by factors as set forth in the regulations.
(26)
Minority business enterprise means any business enterprise:
(A)
Which is at least fifty-one percent (51%) owned by one or more minority individuals, or, in the case of any
publicly-owned corporation, at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the stock of which is owned by one or more
minority individuals; and
(B)
Whose general management and daily business affairs and essential productive operations are controlled by one
or more minority individuals; and
(C)
Which has been certified by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division as a Minority Business Enterprise
pursuant to Division 6 of this Subtitle.
(27)
Minority individuals are those who have been subjected to prejudice or cultural bias because of their identity as
a member of a group in terms of race, color, ethnic origin, or gender, without regard to their individual
capabilities. Minority individuals are limited to members of the following groups:
(A)
African Americans (Black Americans), which includes persons having origins in any of the Black racial groups
of Africa;
(B)
Asian-Pacific Americans, which includes persons whose origins are from Japan, China, Taiwan, Korea, Burma
(Myanmar), Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia (Kampuchea), Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Brunei,
Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands (Republic of Palau), the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas Islands, Macao, Fiji, Tonga, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Nauru, Federated States of Micronesia, or
Hong Kong;
(C)
Subcontinent Asian Americans, which includes persons whose origins are from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, the Maldives Islands, Nepal or Sri Lanka;
(D)
Hispanic Americans, which includes persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or
other Spanish or Portuguese culture or origin, regardless of race;
(E)
Native Americans, which includes persons who are American Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts, or Native Hawaiians;
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(F)
Females, regardless of race, ethnicity or origin; and
(G)
Veterans and Service Disabled Veterans.
(28)
Negotiation means contracting by any of the methods set forth in Sections 10A-113, 10A-114, and 10A-115.
(28.1)
Open market means an unrestricted competitive market in which any buyer and seller is free to participate,
which shall include, but not limited to, direct relationship purposes.
(29)
Participation Agreement means an agreement entered by the County and a developer pursuant to Section 10A141 of this Subtitle wherein the County contributes funds for the construction of regional stormwater
management facilities or road improvements to be constructed by or contracted by the developer.
(29.1)
Performance-Based Contracting means utilizing objective criteria or measurements, as determined by the
Purchasing Agent, for determining whether a contractor is adequately performing the requirements and
specifications of the contract, in accordance with the authority granted to the Purchasing Agent under 10A-103
of this Subtitle.
(30)
Procure means to buy, rent, lease, lease-purchase, or otherwise obtain any supplies, services, or construction.
Procurement (or a procurement) is the noun form of this term. It includes all functions that pertain to the
obtaining of any public procurement, including description of requirements, selection and solicitation of sources,
and preparation, award and execution of contract. The term does not include the making of any grant or
donation.
(30)
Procure means to buy, rent, lease, lease-purchase, or otherwise obtain any supplies, services, or construction. It
includes all functions that pertain to the obtaining of any public procurement, including description of
requirements, selection and solicitation of sources, and preparation and award of contract. The term does not
include the making of any grant or donation.
(31)
Procurement Officer means any person authorized by the Director of the Office of Central Services, as
Purchasing Agent, in accordance with procedures prescribed by regulations, to enter into and administer
contracts and make determinations and findings with respect thereto. The term shall also include individuals
subordinate to the Purchasing Agent acting within the limits of their delegated procurement authority. This
authority shall be designated in writing by the County's Director of Central Services, in his/her capacity as
Purchasing Agent, for such period of time as shall be stated in the written designation.
(31.1)
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Project Labor Agreement means a pre-hire collective bargaining agreement with labor organizations that
includes the minimum contract terms and conditions of employment for a construction project in excess of One
Million Dollars ($1,000,000).
(32)
Proposal Analysis Group (PAG) is an issue specific group which is responsible for the defining and drafting of
Requests For Proposals, soliciting responses, evaluating responses, and recommending the top three evaluated
providers to the Director of Central Services, as Purchasing Agent, for contracts for which competitive bidding
is inappropriate.
(32.1)
Public benefit means contracts, grants, conditional loans, tax abatements, land transfers for public
redevelopment, or tax increment financing from a County agency or the County government. This definition also
includes grants or conditional loans from a third party that receives more than 50% of its annual budget in the
most recent fiscal year from funds received from or administered by a County agency or the County government
and indirect grants or conditional loans from a County agency or the County government that are facilitated by a
third party. This definition does not include funds from the Community Development Block Grant ("CDBG")
program or tax credits awarded under Subtitle 10 of the Code. The application of this definition is subject to the
restrictions of federal and state law.
(33)
Purchase request means that mechanism whereby an agency requests that a contract be obtained for a specified
need, and may include, but is not limited to, the technical description of the requested item, delivery schedule,
transportation, criteria for evaluation of solicitation, suggested sources of supply, and information supplied for
the making of any determination and finding required pursuant to any applicable provision of this Subtitle.
(34)
Purchased item means any supply, service, printing, insurance policy or coverage, construction, or any other
item purchased by this County.
(35)
Purchasing Agent means the Director of Central Services.
(36)
Request for Proposals means all documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for soliciting
proposals in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 10A-113 of this Subtitle.
(37)
Responsible bidder or offeror means a person who has the capability in all respects to perform fully the contract
requirements and the integrity and reliability which will assure good-faith performance.
(38)
Responsive bidder or offeror means one who has submitted a bid or proposal which conforms in all material
respects to the solicitation and complies with the applicable provisions of Division 7 of this Subtitle.
(39)
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Services means the rendering, by a contractor, of time and effort rather than the furnishing of a specific end
product, other than reports which are merely incidental to the required performance of services. It includes, but
is not limited to, the services provided by architects, engineers, accountants, physicians, consultants, and other
professional persons.
(39)
Services means the rendering, by a contractor, of time and effort rather than the furnishing of a specific end
product, other than reports which are merely incidental to the required performance of services. It includes, but
is not limited to, the services provided by architects, engineers, accountants, physicians, consultants, and other
professional persons.
(39.1)
Sheltered market program means a program under which certain contracts are designated by the County
Purchasing Agent for procurement from one or more classes of vendors.
(39.2)
Small business concern means a small business concern as defined pursuant to Section 3 of the Small Business
Act and United States Small Business Administration regulations implementing it at 13 CFR Part 12.1, that also
does not exceed the cap on average annual gross receipts specified in United States Department of
Transportation Regulations 49 at CFR 26.65(b).
(39.3)
Socially and economically disadvantaged individual means any individual who is a citizen (or lawfully admitted
permanent resident) of the United States and who is—
(A)
Any individual who the Purchasing Agent finds to be a socially and economically disadvantaged individual on a
case-by-case basis.
(B)
Any individual in the following groups, members of which are rebuttably presumed to be socially and
economically disadvantaged:
(C)
"Black Americans," which includes persons having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa;
(D)
"Hispanic Americans," which includes persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Central or South
American, or other Spanish or Portuguese culture or origin, regardless of race;
(E)
"Native Americans," which includes persons who are American Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts, or Native Hawaiians;
(F)
"Asian-Pacific Americans," which includes persons whose origins are from Japan, China, Taiwan, Korea, Burma
(Myanmar), Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia (Kampuchea), Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Brunei,
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Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands (Republic of Palau), the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas Islands, Macao, Fiji, Tonga, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Nauru, Federated States of Micronesia, or
Hong Kong;
(G)
"Subcontinent Asian Americans," which includes persons whose origins are from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, the Maldives Islands, Nepal or Sri Lanka;
(H)
Women;
(I)
Any additional groups whose members are designated as socially and economically disadvantaged by the United
States Small Business Administration, at such time as the United States Small Business Administration
designation becomes effective.
(40)
Solicitation means any request of the County to enter into a contract.
(41)
Supplemental agreement means any contract modification which is accomplished by the mutual action of the
parties.
(41.1)
Supplier Development and Diversity Division means the Supplier Development and Diversity Division of the
Office of Central Services or its designee as determined by the Purchasing Agent.
(42)
Supplies means all tangible and intellectual property except real property or any interest in real property.
(43)
Unsatisfactory performance means establishing a record of poor performance or default on one or more contracts
for construction, services, supplies, architectural and engineering services, construction-related services, or
maintenance, including, but not limited to, overshipments, undershipments, providing damaged or defective
goods, making unauthorized substitutions, billing errors, or service deficiencies. The term includes intentional
failure, without good cause, to perform in accordance with the specifications or time limits provided in a
contract, or a record of failure to perform, or of poor performance in accordance with the terms of one or more
contracts, unless the failure to perform or the poor performance was caused by acts beyond the control of the
person.
(44)
Using agency means any County agency which utilizes any supplies, services, or construction procured under
this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2005; CB-28-2007; CB-2-2008; CB-16-2011; CB-17-2011; CB-43-2011; CB-33-2012; CB62-2012; CB-68-2012; CB-67-2014; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
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Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-16-2011 provides that the County shall have a goal of at least one (1) Project
Labor Agreement project in FY 2012 and shall have a goal of at least two (2) Project Labor Agreement projects
beginning FY 2013 and in each fiscal year thereafter. The Office of Central Services shall track the data and
provide quarterly reports to the County Council on the Project Labor Agreement program to include but is not
limited to the average number of local residents hired on projects currently and the local residents hired under
Project Labor Agreement projects.
Section 4 of CB-33-2014 provides that the provisions of CB-33-2012 shall be abrogated and be of no further
force and effect after June 30, 2015.
Sec. 10A-102. - Construction; purposes.
(a)
Unless otherwise indicated, this Subtitle shall be liberally construed and applied to promote the underlying
purposes and policies specifically enumerated herein.
(b)
The underlying purposes and policies of this Subtitle are, among others, to:
(1)
Facilitate the timely delivery of quality public services;
(2)
Provide for public confidence in the procedures followed in public procurement;
(3)
Ensure the fair and equitable treatment of all persons who deal with the procurement system of this County;
(4)
Simplify, clarify, and modernize the law governing procurement by this County;
(5)
Permit the continued development of procurement regulations, policies, and practices;
(6)
Provide economy in County procurement activities and to maximize to the fullest extent the purchasing power of
the County;
(7)
Promote and encourage full and active participation of the Minority Business Enterprise community in the
procurement system of the County; and
(8)
Provide safeguards for the maintenance of a procurement system of quality and integrity.
(CB-1-1992)
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Editor's note— CR-4-1992 adopted the results, findings, and recommendations of a study completed by the
Minority Business Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc. as the facts, findings, and conclusions forming the
basis for the adoption of a minority business enterprise program.
Sec. 10A-103. - Centralization of contractual authority.
(a)
All rights, powers, duties, and authority relating to the acquisition of supplies, construction, services, printing,
and insurance, and the management, control, warehousing, sale, and disposal of supplies now vested in or
exercised by any County agency under the several statutes relating thereto, are the responsibility of the
Purchasing Agent as provided herein.
(b)
General Powers of the Purchasing Agent. The Purchasing Agent shall have power and authority over, and shall
adopt regulations consistent with this Subtitle, governing the procurement, management, control, and disposal of
any and all supplies, services, construction, insurance, and other items required to be procured by the County.
(c)
No agency shall, during any fiscal year, expend or contract to expend any money or incur any liability or enter
into any contract which by its terms involves the expenditure of money for any purpose in excess of the amounts
appropriated or allotted for the same general classification of expenditure in the budget for such fiscal year, or in
any supplemental appropriation as hereinabove provided; and no such payment shall be made nor any obligation
or liability incurred, except for purchases in an amount not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000), unless the
Director of Finance or his designee shall first certify that the funds for the designated purpose are available.
(d)
Except as provided herein or pursuant to authorization by executive order of the County Executive, it shall be
unlawful for any County official, elected or appointed, or any employee or person to make, alter, suspend, or
terminate any contract or letter contract governed by this Subtitle on behalf of the County other than through the
Purchasing Agent; and any such purchase, contract, or letter contract made or changed contrary to the provisions
hereof may be declared void by the County.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-104. - Authority and duties of the Purchasing Agent.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall have the following specific authorities and responsibilities:
(1)
To procure contracts for all supplies, services, and construction for which payment, in whole or in part, is to be
made out of County funds;
(2)
To develop and operate a system of property inventory control and exercise supervision and control over all
central warehouses and inventories of property belonging to the County in accordance with procedures
established by the Director of Finance;
(3)
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To establish and maintain, after consultation with the appropriate County officials, a program for the
development and use of procurement specifications and standards for all supplies, materials, and equipment and
the inspection and testing of all supplies, services, and construction to insure compliance with such
specifications and standards;
(4)
To establish and maintain a system of requisitions and receipts concerning the furnishing of supplies, services,
and construction to County agencies;
(5)
To sell or dispose of surplus, forfeited, old, and waste supplies;
(6)
To participate in joint or cooperative procurement with other public jurisdictions;
(7)
To maintain records and reports of all procurement activities of the County;
(8)
To delegate limited procurement authority to County employees pursuant to procedures issued by the Purchasing
Agent as may be deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the County's purchasing program;
(9)
To appoint procurement officers who shall be employees selected in accordance with Subtitle 16 of this Code;
(10)
To appoint a contract review committee as defined by the regulations; and
(11)
The review of and decision on contract claims arising under Section 10A-107.
(CB-1-1992; CB-45-1993)
Sec. 10A-105. - Regulations and procedures.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent is hereby empowered to issue such procurement regulations and procedures as the
Purchasing Agent may deem necessary or appropriate to implement any provision of this Subtitle. Except as
otherwise expressly provided in this Subtitle or otherwise required by law, any procurement regulation or
procedure issued by the Purchasing Agent shall take effect at such time as designated by the Purchasing Agent
and shall be binding upon all persons.
(b)
Except as otherwise provided under Division 6, Subdivision 1 of this Subtitle, regulations shall be recommended
by the Purchasing Agent for approval by County Council resolution governing the following to carry out the
purposes of this Subtitle:
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(1)
Sole source procurements;
(2)
Emergency procurements;
(3)
Special circumstance procurements; and
(4)
Minority Business Opportunities program.
(c)
Amendments to any approved rule or regulation on any matter governed by Subsection (b) may only be
recommended by the Purchasing Agent to the County Council for its approval by resolution.
(d)
Notwithstanding this Section, not less than once every five (5) years, the Purchasing Agent shall evaluate the
need for amendments to any approved rule or regulation. Such determinations shall be reviewed and approved
by the County Executive or designee and submitted to the County Council.
(e)
Any modification to the procurement process involving any type of procurement through means such as a
memorandum or interim regulation shall require written notice to the County Council.
(CB-1-1992; CB-15-2013)
Editor's note— CR-3-1992 adopted the Procurement Regulations of the County.
CR-2-2008 approves amendments to the Procurement Regulations regarding minority business enterprises.
CR-63-2011 approves amendments to the Prince George's County Procurement Regulations to add Native
Americans to the definition of minority individuals and refine the definitions of certain groups identified in the
definition of minority individuals.
CR-60-2012 approves amendments to the Prince George's County Procurement Regulations to change the name
of the Minority Business Development Division of the Office of Central Services to the Supplier Development
and Diversity Division.
Sec. 10A-106. - Determinations, Award Notice and Debriefings.
(a)
Each determination or decision on any matter required by the provisions of this Subtitle to be in writing shall be
based upon written findings of the officer making the determination or decision, and shall be retained in the
official contract file.
(b)
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Every bidder or offeror shall be given written notice of the procurement award from the responsible Procurement
Officer or the Purchasing Agent for every procurement awarded pursuant to Sections 10A-112, and 10A-113 of
this Subtitle within seven (7) calendar days after the procurement award is made.
(c)
No later than forty five days after notice of the procurement award, an unsuccessful bidder or offeror, upon
written request to the Purchasing Agent or the responsible Procurement Officer, is entitled to a post-award
debriefing for a procurement awarded pursuant to Section 10A-112 or 10A-113 of this Subtitle. The responsible
Procurement Officer or the Purchasing Agent shall make a good faith effort to schedule such a debriefing within
forty-five (45) calendar days after receipt of the written request for debriefing, provided that the responsible
Procurement Officer or Purchasing Agent may schedule the debriefing beyond forty-five (45) calendar days of
the request to accommodate a large number of concurrent requests.
(d)
All notices of award decisions for procurements subject to Sections 10A-112 or 10A-113 of this Subtitle shall
contain a notice informing bidders or offerors of the right to a debriefing in accordance with the time constraints
of this Section.
(e)
Notwithstanding the foregoing, no request for debriefing may be made prior to the contract award as defined in
10A-101 of this Subtitle.
(f)
The Purchasing Agent may adopt regulations, subject to approval of such regulations by resolution of the
County Council, to further implement this Section. The Purchasing Agent may also require vendors to register
with the County's enterprise resource planning (ERP) system to facilitate compliance reporting and general data
management.
(CB-1-1992; CB-74-2016; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-107. - Contract claim and dispute resolution.
(a)
All disputes concerning any decision by the Purchasing Agent and protests of bidders or offerors shall be timely
submitted in writing to the Purchasing Agent and resolved in accordance with regulations to be issued by the
Purchasing Agent consistent with this Section. The determination of the Purchasing Agent on any dispute, after
compliance with said regulations, shall be made in writing.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent shall designate a contract administrator for all contracts. The contract administrator shall
be independent and not otherwise involved in the sourcing contract award or contract management of the subject
contract to be administered.
(c)
Any claim or dispute arising under a contract shall be submitted in writing by the contractor to the contract
administrator for a decision. Within seven (7) days of receipt of the claim or dispute, the contract administrator
shall advise the contractor that an informal hearing will be held within thirty (30) days, or that the contract
administrator will make a final written decision on the record within sixty (60) days for claims or disputes
valued under $10,000, or within ninety (90) days for claims or disputes valued over $10,000. If an informal
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hearing is held, the contract administrator shall render a final written decision on a claim or dispute valued under
$10,000 within sixty (60) days after the hearing, and for claims or disputes valued over $10,000 within ninety
(90) days after the hearing. The written decision of the contract administrator shall contain findings of fact. The
failure to render a final written decision within the time periods set forth above may, at the discretion of the
contractor, be treated as a denial of the claim or dispute and is a final decision for purposes of appeal.
(d)
The contractor may appeal the final decision of the contract administrator to the Purchasing Agent. The appeal
must be filed in writing with the Purchasing Agent within thirty (30) days after receipt of the contract
administrator's final decision. The written appeal must be filed in accordance with regulations established by the
Purchasing Agent.
(e)
After a review of the information submitted to the contract administrator, the final written decision of the
contract administrator, and the contractor's written appeal, the Purchasing Agent shall decide the appeal on the
record, in writing, for claims or disputes valued under $100,000 within ninety (90) days after receipt, and for
claims or disputes valued over $100,000 within one hundred twenty (120) days after receipt, stating all findings
of fact. The failure of the Purchasing Agent to render a final written decision within the time limits provided
herein may, at the discretion of the contractor, be treated as a denial of the claim and is a final decision for
purposes of appeal.
(f)
The contractor may appeal the final decision of the Purchasing Agent to an independent hearing examiner, who
will hear the appeal on the record, or appeal directly to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland.
The independent hearing examiner shall make written findings of fact. The decision of the independent hearing
examiner may be appealed to the Circuit Court by any party to the appeal. Any appeal to the Circuit Court shall
be on the record pursuant to the Maryland Rules of Procedure concerning administrative appeals. Any party to
the Circuit Court proceeding may appeal the decision of the Circuit Court to the Court of Special Appeals of
Maryland, pursuant to the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(g)
Notwithstanding any time requirements provided in this Section, the parties to a contract may agree to
extensions of such time requirements.
(CB-1-1992; CB-45-1993)
Sec. 10A-108. - Exemptions.
(a)
Unless otherwise ordered by the Purchasing Agent, the acquisition of the following supplies and services shall
not be subject to Divisions 2, 6, and 7:
(1)
Regulated public utilities;
(2)
Supplies for resale to the public;
(3)
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Works of art for museum and public display;
(4)
Published books, maps, periodicals, newspapers, and technical pamphlets;
(5)
Recreational lands and rights-of-way;
(6)
Conference, seminar, and training fees;
(7)
Visiting speakers, professors, and performing artists;
(8)
Acquisition of interests in real property;
(9)
Memberships, dues, and fees for conference and seminars and associated or similar expenses;
(10)
Training courses and materials provided by accredited institutes of learning;
(11)
Construction projects meeting the requirements of Division 6, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle;
(12)
Employee relocation;
(13)
Experts or specialists employed under Section 902 of the Charter;
(14)
Grants; and
(15)
Employment Contracts.
(16)
Purchases that do not exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500).
(17)
Services or goods that are to be provided by another government agency or government.
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(18)
The Purchasing Agent determines that competitive solicitation procedures are not applicable to the requirements
or are impracticable for the particular supplier and/or services.
(b)
This Section does not excuse compliance with the basic policy of obtaining maximum competition consistent
with the needs of the occasion, to the end that all purchases will be made in the best interest of the County,
supplier diversity, price, and other factors considered.
(c)
This Subtitle does not apply to any procurement or contract to the extent of any conflict with:
(1)
A Federal or State law, regulation, assistance instrument, or other requirement governing the procurement or
contract; or
(2)
The terms of any grant to the County.
(CB-1-1992; CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-109. - Relationship with using agencies.
To facilitate the missions and objectives of using agencies, the Purchasing Agent shall maintain a close and
cooperative relationship with all agencies which use the supplies or services resulting from contracts entered into
pursuant to this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-110. - Conflict of interest; ethics.
(a)
No officer or employee of the County, whether elected or appointed, shall in any manner whatsoever be
interested in, or receive any benefit from, the profits or emoluments of any contract, job, work, or service for the
County. No such officer or employee shall accept any service or thing of value, directly or indirectly, upon more
favorable terms than those granted to the public generally from any person, firm, or corporation having dealings
with the County; nor shall he receive, directly or indirectly, any part of any fee, commission, or other
compensation paid or payable by the County unless exempted by the provisions of the Charter of Prince
George's County. Any contract made in violation of this provision may be declared void by the County
Executive or by Resolution of the Council. The Purchasing Agent may issue policies in furtherance of the intent
of this Section.
(b)
In furtherance of this provision, all invitations to bid and written quotation requests, formal or otherwise, shall
include the following provisions:
"Upon the request of the Purchasing Agent, as a prerequisite for the payment pursuant to the terms of this
contract, there shall be furnished to the County a statement, under oath, that no member of the elected governing
body of Prince George's County, or members of his or her immediate family, including spouse, parents or
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children, or any person representing or purporting to represent any member or members of the elected governing
body has received or has been promised, directly or indirectly, any financial benefit, by way of fee, commission,
finder's fee, political contribution, or any other similar form of remuneration and/or on account of the acts of
awarding and/or executing the contract and that upon request by the County, as a prerequisite to payment
pursuant to the terms of this contract, there will be furnished to the requester, under oath, answers to any
interrogatories related to a possible conflict of interest as herein embodied. Any contract made or entered into
where it is discovered that violation of the intent of this provision exists shall be declared null and void and all
monies received by the contractor shall be returned to the County."
"Whenever any person shall be convicted of falsely executing a statement under oath, as required above, such
person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both such fine and
imprisonment."
(CB-1-1992)
Editor's note— Title 14, Article 33 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, requires disclosure of certain gifts,
donations, or payments of money to candidates for elective office by persons and business entities who conduct
business in the amount of $100,000 during a reporting period.
Sec. 10A-110.01. - Grandfather Clause.
(a)
Contracts effective prior to November 15, 2016, are not subject to the participation requirements of this Subtitle.
The contracts subject to the grandfather clause shall not exceed two (2) one-year term extensions.
(CB-115-2017)
DIVISION 2. - AWARD OF CONTRACTS.
Sec. 10A-111. - Methods of awarding contracts.
(a)
Except as otherwise authorized by law, all County contracts shall be awarded by:
(1)
Competitive sealed bidding;
(2)
Competitive sealed proposal;
(3)
Contract negotiation; or
(4)
Small purchase procedures.
(b)
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No contract or purchase shall be subdivided to avoid the competitive bidding and competitive sealed proposal
requirements of this Subtitle.
(c)
If a bidder or offeror subcontracts any portion of a County Contract, a written contract between the contractor
and subcontractor shall be submitted prior to the award of the County Contract.
(CB-1-1992; CB-78-1994)
Sec. 10A-112. - Competitive sealed bidding.
(a)
Except as provided otherwise by this subtitle, the purchase of supplies or services may be accomplished through
competitive sealed bidding when the Purchasing Agent or designee determines that competitive sealed bidding is
a reasonable method of awarding a contract, with the contract being awarded to the lowest responsive,
responsible bidder.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent shall give public notice of procurements conducted by competitive sealed bidding
through any means deemed reasonably acceptable by the Purchasing Agent, which may include, but not be
limited to, advertising in a County newspaper or posting on a website, for a sufficient time prior to the date set
forth therein for the public opening of bids or the procurement shall be rendered void.
(1)
As a courtesy, the Purchasing Agent or responsible Procurement Officer shall also give electronic public notice
of any procurement conducted by competitive sealed bidding to
(A)
All County-based businesses and County-located businesses, as defined by this Subtitle, who provide services or
supplies that would be responsive to the procurement; and
(B)
A designated representative of the Prince George's Chamber of Commerce, Greater Prince George's Business
Roundtable, and the Prince George's Community College.
(2)
The Purchasing Agent shall set forth procedures for public notices in regulations.
(c)
Nothing in this Subtitle shall preclude the County from accepting a voluntary reduction in price from the
successful bidder; in such an instance, terms, conditions, specifications, or quantities from the solicitation shall
remain binding upon the bidder.
(d)
In the event that all bids exceed the funds available for the purchase or if the Purchasing Agent or the
Procurement Officer determines that all bids are unreasonable, the scope, specifications, or conditions of the
purchase may be reduced or modified, and revised bids may be solicited from all responsive and responsible
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bidders that responded to the initial solicitation. In such instance, the revised solicitation is not subject to the
public notice requirement of paragraph (b) of this Section. If either no bid or only one bid is received from a
responsive and responsible bidder in response to solicitation conducted by competitive sealed bidding the scope,
specifications, or conditions of the purchase may be modified and new bids may be solicited. In this instance
public notice shall be given pursuant to paragraph (b) of this Section.
(e)
In determining the lowest responsible and responsive bidder for a procurement contract solely for the purchase
of a commodity, excluding any procurement of services (including, but not limited to, construction and
professional services), the Purchasing Agent shall adjust the bid or proposal price(s) submitted by a Countybased minority business enterprise or a minority business enterprise as certified by the Supplier Development
and Diversity Division, for the purposes of evaluation and award only, by reducing the bid price(s) of such firm
by the application of bonus factors according to the following schedule:
BID OF LOWEST
RESPONSIVE BIDDER

MINORITY BUSINESS
ENTERPRISE

PRINCE GEORGE'S BASED MINORITY
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE BONUS FACTOR

Factored by:

.05

.15

(f)
Multi-Step Bid.
(1)
Competitive procurements may be awarded using a Multi-Step method consisting of a combination of
competitive procedures designed to obtain the benefits of sealed bidding when the Purchasing Agent or designee
determines that a Multi-Step method is a reasonable or practical method of awarding a contract.:
(2)
A Multi-Step solicitation shall request separately sealed technical and price proposals.
(3)
The Multi-Step method is conducted in two steps:
(A)
Step one consists of the request for submission, evaluation, and (if necessary) discussion of a technical proposal.
No pricing is involved. The objective is to determine the acceptability of the supplies or services offered. As
used in this context, the word "technical" has a broad connotation and includes, among other things; the
approach and methodology, qualifications and experience, and any special processes or techniques. It is the
proper step for clarification of questions relating to technical requirements. Conformity to the technical
requirement is resolved in this step.
(B)
Step two involves the evaluation of sealed priced bids by those who submitted acceptable technical proposals in
step one. Bids submitted in step two are evaluated and the awards made in accordance with this Section 10A112.
(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2005; CB-28-2007; CB-108-2012; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
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Sec. 10A-113. - Competitive sealed proposal.
(a)
When the Purchasing Agent determines that competitive sealed bidding is not practical or not advantageous to
the County, a contract may be awarded based upon competitive sealed proposal.
(b)
Competitive sealed proposals may be solicited by a Request for Proposals, along with such additional content as
may be deemed appropriate by the Purchasing Agent or designee. The request for proposals may be awarded on
a Best Value basis and may state the relative importance of price and other evaluation factors. Price may not be
the sole evaluation factor. Numerical ratings may be used at the discretion of the Purchasing Agent.
(c)
Public notice of the requests for proposals shall be given in the same manner as public notice for competitive
sealed bids.
(d)
The Purchasing Agent may request of the head of the using agency and any other County agency that a
representative of such agency be designated to serve on a Proposal Analysis Group (PAG) to assist the
Purchasing Agent in the evaluation of proposals in response to the Request for Proposals and to make
recommendations to the Purchasing Agent as to which proposal is most advantageous to the County.
(e)
Before proposals are received, the Purchasing agent or designee or the proposal analysis group may conduct a
preproposal conference with all potential offerors for the purpose of assuring full understanding of the using
agency's requirements, as described in the Request For Proposals. All such offerors shall be accorded fair and
equal treatment with respect to this conference.
(f)
The Purchasing Agent or designee and the proposal analysis group may not disclose to a competing offeror any
information derived from a proposal of, or from interviews with, another competing offeror.
(g)
Proposals and best and final offers are irrevocable for the period specified in the Request for Proposals or any
request for best and final offers, except that the proposal may be withdrawn or corrected as provided in
regulations issued by the Purchasing Agent.
(h)
The Director of Central Services shall review the recommendations of the Proposal Analysis Group and direct
the Proposal Analysis Group to negotiate a contract with one of the top three offerors whose proposal and best
and final offer is determined to be the most advantageous to the County, in accordance with the evaluation
factors set forth in the Request for Proposals.
(i)
The Proposal Analysis Group shall forward the final negotiated contract to the Director of Central Services for
approval.
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(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2005; CB-13-2020)
Editor's note— CR-55-1971 encouraged that resident architectural firms be given first preference by all County
government agencies whenever all other considerations are equal.
CR-91-1971 encouraged that resident commercial and professional firms be given preference by all County
government agencies whenever all other considerations are equal.
CR-8-1975 encouraged all County government agencies to give major consideration to resident local
professional services firms whenever all other considerations are equal.
CR-37-1979 encouraged that County residents and resident firms providing professional services be given major
consideration by all County government agencies whenever all other considerations are equal.
Sec. 10A-114. - Contract negotiation.
(a)
A contract may be made by negotiation under the following circumstances:
(1)
If it is determined that competitive sealed bidding or competitive sealed proposal cannot be used in awarding a
contract because there is only one available or practical source for the subject of the contract, the Purchasing
Agent is authorized to award a contract by noncompetitive negotiation. The following circumstances shall be
sufficient to determine that only one source for the contract is available or practical:
(A)
When competition is precluded because of the existence of patent rights, copyrights, secret processes, control of
basic raw material, or similar circumstances where competition is impractical; or
(B)
When the contemplated procurement is for technical, nonpersonal services in connection with the assembly,
installation, or servicing (or the instruction of personnel therein) of equipment of a highly technical or
specialized nature; or
(C)
When the contemplated procurement is for parts or components being procured as replacement parts in support
of equipment specially designed by the same manufacturer, and where the Purchasing Agent determines that a
substitute part or component of another manufacturer will not perform the same function in the equipment as the
part or component it is to replace; or
(D)
When the contemplated procurement involves construction where a contractor or group of contractors are
already at work on the site and it would not be practicable to allow another contractor or an additional contractor
to work on the same site, or when the amount and value of the work is too small to interest other contractors to
mobilize and demobilize; or
(E)
When property is required for experiment, test, development, or research in conjunction with determining the
relative merits of the product or property for subsequent buys; or
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(F)
When only one product or service will meet the technical and performance requirements for the procurement.
(2)
If it is determined in writing that competitive sealed bidding or competitive sealed proposal cannot be used in
awarding a contract because an unanticipated emergency leaves insufficient time to use either of these methods,
the Purchasing Agent is authorized to contract pursuant to emergency procedures established by regulations
issued by the Purchasing agent. The duration of any contract entered into under this Section shall not exceed the
period of time necessary to abate the emergency.
(3)
Upon written certification by the using agency that any of the following circumstances exists, the Purchasing
Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee may negotiate a contract:
(A)
A public exigency will not permit a delay incident to advertising; or
(B)
Services or goods are to be provided by another government agency or government.
(b)
Authority to negotiate a contract under any provision of this Subtitle does not excuse compliance with the basic
policy of obtaining maximum competition consistent with the needs of the occasion, to the end that all purchases
will be made to the best interest of the County, Minority Business Opportunities Program price and other factors
considered. The authority to negotiate contracts in no way eliminates the need of the Purchasing Agent to exert
reasonable efforts to obtain the most favorable prices possible.
(c)
Any contract authorized under this Section shall be awarded (including at renewal or extension) with at least
forty percent (40%) certified County-based small business participation or the procurement shall be rendered
void and illegal, unless the Purchasing Agent exercises the waiver determination and procedure set forth in
Section 10A-161 and 10A-159.01. Contracts authorized under this Section are subject to the same provisions of
Section 10A-164 applicable to contracts subject to County-based small business participation requirements
under Section 10A-161.
(d)
The purchase of goods or services through a contract between the County and a third party fiscal agent, such as
an escrow agent, is a public procurement subject to the requirements of this Subtitle.
(e)
A procurement contract deemed necessary by the Purchasing Agent in writing, with notice to the County
Executive and Clerk of the County Council, due to a temporary public emergency or other liability exposure
may be awarded under this Section and shall not be subject to the requirements of Subsection (b), above, or
Division 7 of this Subtitle, provided that the duration of the contract does not exceed one year and is not eligible
for renewal or extension. A "temporary public emergency" in this Section is "an unforeseen occurrence or
condition of limited duration that requires immediate action to protect public health, safety, or welfare from
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actual or threatened harm." A "liability exposure" in this Section is an action or inaction that exposes Prince
George's County to greater liability.
(CB-1-1992; CB-67-2014; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-115. - Small purchases.
(a)
Any contract not expected by the Purchasing Agent at the time price quotations are solicited to exceed an
aggregate amount of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) for goods and services or construction, may be
entered into according to a simplified small purchase procedure set forth in regulations. Such regulations shall
include appropriate requirements for obtaining competition and County-based small business and minority
business participation. Any procurement for goods or services not expected to exceed Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000) may be entered into according to a simplified micro-purchase procedure set forth in regulations. Such
regulations shall include appropriate requirements for County-based small business and minority business
participation but shall not require competition.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent may delegate the authority to enter into small purchase contracts to using agencies
pursuant to the regulations authorized in Subsection (a).
(c)
The Purchasing Agent shall consolidate similar requirements of using agencies for purposes of achieving
maximum volume discounts, whenever practicable.
(d)
For contracts that use a simplified purchase procedure prescribed in Subsection (a), the Purchasing Agent or the
Purchasing Agent's designee shall reserve such contracts for County-based small businesses, provided, however,
the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee shall not be required to reserve the contract if the
Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee determines in writing that
(1)
there are not at least two (2) County-based small businesses that are responsive bidders to the procurement or
(2)
a County-based small business cannot offer a reasonable price for the contract with the inclusion of any bonus
authorized under this Subtitle. In this Section, "reasonable price" means within twelve percent (12%) above the
best price on the open market.
(e)
Prior to making a written determination required under Subsection (d), above, the Purchasing Agent or the
Purchasing Agent's designee shall review the database of County-based small businesses designated and
maintained by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division to contact or otherwise gather information
about the availability and pricing of County-based small businesses for the contract.
(f)
The Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee may concurrently request prices on the open market
and among County-based small businesses for procurements subject to this Section in order to expedite pricing
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determinations.
(g)
Purchases that do not exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2500) shall not be subject to Subsections (d),
(e) and (f) of this Section.
(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2005; CB-25-2013; CB-67-2014; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-116. - Cancellation of solicitations; rejection of bids and offers.
If the Purchasing Agent, with the using agency head or designee, determines that it is fiscally advantageous or is
otherwise in the County's best interest, an Invitation for Bid, a Request for Proposals, or other solicitation may
be cancelled, or all bids or proposals may be rejected.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-117. - Responsibility of bidders and offerors.
A reasonable inquiry to determine the responsibility of a bidder or offeror may be conducted by the Purchasing
Agent. The failure of a bidder or offeror promptly to supply information in connection with such an inquiry may
be grounds for a determination of nonresponsibility with respect to such a bidder or offeror.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-118. - Responsibility prequalification of bidders or offerors.
The County may, on a limited basis, employ a method whereby suppliers seeking to provide a particular type of
purchased item may prequalify as responsible prospective contractors for such purchased item. When the
Purchasing Agent with the concurrence of the Commission determines that it is in the best interest of the County
to limit competition to most qualified and capable bidders, the criteria for prequalification shall be set forth in
the public notice of the Invitation for Bids. The notice shall state that bids shall only be received from bidders
who satisfy the prequalification criteria. Only those bidders who have been prequalified shall be provided the
opportunity to bid. Any prospective bidder who is not prequalified shall be notified of this determination in
writing. The Invitation for Bids shall be provided to all prequalified bidders and no further public notice of the
bid shall be required.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-119. - Cost or pricing data.
The Purchasing Agent or designee may prescribe by regulation or the terms or conditions of any particular
procurement that the bidder or offeror provide such cost or pricing data as may be deemed appropriate under the
circumstances.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-120. - Statement of ownership.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall advise each and every business when responding to a Solicitation on the part of the
County that the award of any contract shall be conditioned on the individual providing a statement of the
ownership of the said business entity which shall contain the following:
(1)
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A statement by the business entity or its authorized representative listing the name or names as well as the
business and residence addresses of all those individuals having a ten percent (10%) financial interest in the
business entity;
(2)
If the business entity is a corporation, there shall be filed instead, a statement listing the officers of the
corporation, their business and residence addresses, the date on which they assumed their respective offices, a
list of the members of the current Board of Directors, their business and residence addresses, as well as the date
on which each director assumed his office and the date on which his term as a director shall expire (if any); and
(3)
Further, if the business entity is a corporation, in addition to the requirements set forth in paragraph (1), above,
the business entity must file a statement containing the names and residence addresses of those individuals
owning at least ten percent (10%) of the shares of any class of corporate security, including but not limited to
stocks of any type or class and serial maturity bonds of any type or class.
(b)
Any statement filed with the Purchasing Agent pursuant to this Section shall be valid for a period of one (1) year
from the date it is filed, provided that the information contained therein is updated as necessary upon the award
of any subsequent contract.
(c)
No contract shall be finally awarded unless there has been compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-121. - Prevailing wage rate.
(a)
Each Invitation for Bids on contracts subject to the County prevailing wage law shall include the requirement
that not less than the prevailing rates of pay, as established by the Wage Determination Board, be paid to those
classes of employees of contractors and subcontractors established by the Wage Determination Board.
(b)
Each Invitation for Bids on service contracts subject to the wage requirements of Section 10A-144 shall include
the requirement that not less than the minimum rates of pay shall be paid to employees performing work under
the contract.
(CB-1-1992; CB-1-2003 effective July 1, 2004)
Sec. 10A-122. - Nondiscrimination.
(a)
No contract may be awarded to any contractor unless the contract contains provisions obligating the contractor
not to discriminate in any manner against any employee or applicant for employment because of sex, race, creed,
color, age, mental or physical handicap, sexual orientation, or national origin and obligating the contractor to
include a similar clause in all subcontracts.
(b)
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If the nondiscrimination clause is omitted from a contract or subcontract subject to this Section, the County may
declare the contract to be void. In that event, the contractor is entitled to the reasonable value of work that has
been performed and materials that have been provided.
(c)
If the contractor willfully fails to comply with the requirements of the nondiscrimination clause and the contract
is partly executory, the County may compel the contractor to continue to perform under the contract, but the
County:
(1)
Is liable for no more than the reasonable value of work performed and materials provided after the date on which
the breach of contract was or should have been discovered; and
(2)
Shall deduct any money that has been paid under the contract from the money that became due under item (1) of
this Section.
(d)
If a subcontractor willfully fails to comply with the requirements of a nondiscrimination clause, the contractor
may void the subcontract. In that event, the contractor is liable for no more than the reasonable value of work
performed or materials provided.
(e)
Any person, including an employee or prospective employee, who has information about a violation of this
Section or a nondiscrimination clause may inform the Office of Human Rights. The Office of Human Rights
shall cause an immediate investigation of the charge, and, if it concludes that the charges are true, may invoke
any remedy available by law.
(CB-1-1992; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 10A-123. - Inspection of contractor's plant and records.
(a)
The County may inspect the plant or business of a contractor or any subcontractor under any contract awarded or
to be awarded by the County.
(b)
The County shall be entitled to audit the books and records of a contractor or any subcontractor under any
contract or subcontract entered under this Subtitle. Such books and records shall be maintained by the contractor
for a period of three (3) years from the date of final payment under the prime contract and by the subcontractor
for a period of three (3) years from the date of final payment under the subcontract.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-124. - Price fixing prohibited.
Each bidder or offeror shall, by virtue of submitting a bid or proposal, guarantee that he has not been a party
with other bidders or offerors to any agreement that would, as an effect, restrict or limit competition. Violations
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of this guarantee shall render void the bid or proposal of such bidders or offerors. Further, any contract where
this guarantee has been violated may be cancelled, and all amounts paid on such contract may be recovered.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-125. - Collusive bidding or negotiations.
(a)
A person who enters into a contract with the County after engaging in collusion with another person for the
purpose of defrauding the County is liable to the County for all amounts which have been paid by the County on
the contract. This remedy shall not be exclusive of any other remedy that may be available to the County under
any other applicable County, State, or Federal law.
(b)
When for any reason collusion is suspected among any bidders or offerors, a written notice of such suspicion
shall be transmitted to the County Attorney for transmission, when appropriate, to the State Attorney General.
(c)
All documents involved in any procurement in which collusion is suspected shall be retained until the State
Attorney General gives notice that they may be destroyed. All retained documents shall be made available to the
State Attorney General or his designee upon request.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-126. - Maximum practicable competition.
All specifications shall be drafted so as to assure the maximum practicable competition to fulfill the County's
requirements. Specifications shall not be drawn in such a manner as to favor a single prospective bidder or
offeror over other prospective bidders or offerors. This requirement shall not be construed to preclude the
specification of brand name items with the approval of the Purchasing Agent or designee provided the term "or
equal" or an equivalent term is used.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-127. - Responsibility for selection of methods of construction contracting management.
The Purchasing Agent may issue regulations providing for as many alternative methods of management of
construction contracting as are feasible, setting forth criteria to be used in determining which method of
management of construction is to be used for a particular project, and may grant to the using agency responsible
for carrying out the construction project the discretion to select the appropriate method of construction
contracting for a particular project; provided, however, that the Purchasing Agent shall execute and include in
the contract file a written statement, or may approve a determination by the using agency, setting forth the facts
which led to the selection of a particular method of construction management in each instance.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-128. - Brokering.
The County shall not contract with any Broker unless brokering is a standard practice in the applicable industry
with respect to which such contract relates or as provided by the waiver of the Purchasing Agent. The
Purchasing Agent shall set forth in regulation those industries in which brokering will be allowed, the factors for
determining whether a business shall be treated as a broker, and the procedure for waiving this exception.
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(CB-1-1992)
DIVISION 3. - PROHIBITED TYPES OF CONTRACTS.
Sec. 10A-129. - Cost plus a percentage-of-cost.
The cost plus a percentage-of-cost system of contracting shall not be used. This prohibition shall not apply to
contracts based upon a manufacturer's established catalog or market prices, or to contracts for materials and
services in short supply, or where fluctuating market conditions make it impractical for suppliers to guarantee
fixed prices for reasonable time periods.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-130. - Cost-reimbursement type contracts.
(a)
No cost-reimbursement contract may be made unless the Purchasing Agent determines or approves a using
agency's determination that such contract is likely to be more beneficial to the County than any other type of
contract.
(b)
Each contractor under a cost-reimbursement type contract shall obtain approval of the County, as provided for in
the contract, before entering into:
(1)
A cost-reimbursement type subcontract; or
(2)
Any other type of subcontract involving more than $25,000.00, or 5% of the estimated cost of the prime
contract, whichever amount is less.
(c)
Except with respect to firm fixed-price type contracts, no contract type shall be used unless the proposed
contractor's accounting system will permit timely development of all necessary cost data in the form required by
the specific contract type contemplated and that the contractor's accounting system is adequate to allocate costs
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.
(d)
All cost-reimbursement type contracts shall contain a provision that only costs determined to be allowable, in
accordance with established cost principles as defined in the regulations, will be reimbursable.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-131. - Multiyear contracts.
(a)
A contract for supplies or services which extends beyond the current fiscal year may be entered into for periods
not in excess of the time set forth in the Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals (inclusive of any options
exercisable thereunder), if funds for the first fiscal year of the contemplated contract are available at the time of
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contracting. Payment and performance obligations for succeeding fiscal years shall be subject to the availability
of funds therefor. The exercise of each contract's option year requires that the Purchasing Agent and the using
agency review the contract to determine whether the option should be exercised or if the contract should be rebid. If an option on a multi-year contract has expired, the contract shall be re-bid. Factors in this determination
can include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1)
Past performance of the existing contractor; and
(2)
Cost of continuing the existing contract in comparison with cost savings of discontinuing the existing contract
and rebidding the contract.
(b)
If funds are not appropriated for the continued performance of a contract approved under this Section, the
contract for that year is terminated either automatically or in accordance with the termination clause of the
contract. Unless otherwise provided for in the contract, the effect of termination is to discharge both parties from
future performance of the contract, but not from their existing obligations.
(c)
All contracts entered into under this Section shall contain a notice that they are subject to termination, either
automatically or in accordance with a termination clause, upon the failure of the County Council to appropriate
funds for the future performance of the contract.
(CB-1-1992; CB-15-2013)
DIVISION 4. - BID AND CONTRACT SECURITY.
Sec. 10A-132. - Bonds; generally.
(a)
Unless otherwise required by State or Federal law or regulation or as a condition to State or Federal assistance,
no bid, performance, or payment bonds may be required by the Purchasing Agent to be posted if the contract
price does not exceed One-Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000).
(b)
As a written condition of a procurement award or procurement contract authorized under this Subtitle, the
Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee may require responsive bidders or an award recipient,
excluding County-based small businesses, to provide bid, performance, and/or payment bonding assistance to
County-based small businesses in order to assist in complying with Division 7 of this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1992; CB-74-2016)
Sec. 10A-133. - Bid security.
(a)
A bid security shall be required for all construction contracts when the contract price is estimated by the County
to exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000). The Purchasing Agent may also require such bid security
as may be deemed necessary for any other contract required to be awarded by competitive sealed bidding or
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competitive sealed proposal if the contract is One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) or greater. The bid
security shall be a bond provided by a surety company authorized to do business in Maryland, cash, or the
equivalent of cash, in a form satisfactory to the County.
(b)
The bid security shall be in an amount equal to at least 5% of the amount of the bid or price proposal or an
amount determined by the Purchasing Agent or designee.
(c)
When the Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals requires a bid security be provided, noncompliance
requires that the bid be rejected; provided, however, that the Purchasing Agent may set forth by regulation
exceptions to this requirement in the event of substantial compliance.
(d)
If a bidder is permitted to withdraw its bid before award because of mistake in the bid, no action shall be taken
against its bid security.
(e)
Businesses may be permitted to file with the Purchasing Agent an annual bid security in an amount established
by the Purchasing Agent in lieu of furnishing individual bid securities.
(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2012)
Sec. 10A-134. - Performance and payment bonds.
(a)
Prior to the award of any construction contract exceeding One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) in amount,
a performance bond executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this State, or the equivalent in
cash, or other security satisfactory to the County, and in such amount as shall be deemed adequate, for the
protection of the County must be filed with the County. Certificates of Guarantee issued by the Development
Guaranty Group of Prince George's County, Inc. or any other approved organization pursuant to Section 23-116
of this Code will not be deemed to be satisfactory security for the purpose of satisfying the Bond requirements
for County contracts.
(b)
Prior to the award of any construction contract exceeding One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) in amount,
a payment bond executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this State, or the equivalent in cash,
or other security satisfactory to the County for the protection of all persons supplying labor and materials,
including lessors of equipment to the extent of the fair rental value thereof, to the contractor or his subcontractor
in the prosecution of the work provided for in the contract for the use of each such person must be filed with the
County. The bond shall be in an amount not less than fifty percent (50%) of the total amount payable by the
terms of the contract. Certificates of Guarantee issued by the Development Guaranty Group of Prince George's
County, Inc. or any other approved organization pursuant to Section 23-116 of this Code will not be deemed to
be satisfactory security for the purpose of satisfying the Bond requirements for County contracts.
(CB-1-1992; CB-23-2012)
DIVISION 5. - SALES TRANSACTIONS.
Sec. 10A-135. - Sale and disposal of personal property.
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(a)
In order to produce the highest return for the sale of personal property, the Purchasing Agent may select from the
following sales methods the one which, in the Purchasing Agent's judgment, will yield the greatest return under
the circumstances of each sale: competitive sealed bids, as prescribed in Section 10A-112; competitive spot bids
sale; competitive auction sale; trade-in; or exchange for goods which are of current need. The Purchasing Agent
may negotiate a sale when the above methods are inappropriate or have failed to produce a fair price or value.
(b)
All agencies shall submit to the Purchasing Agent, at such times and in such form as he may prescribe, reports
listing stocks of all personal property which are no longer used or which have become obsolete, worn out, or
scrapped. The Purchasing Agent shall have the authority to transfer serviceable surplus commodities between
agencies in lieu of filling requisitions for the purchase of new and additional stock of the same or similar
articles.
(c)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), upon certification by the Purchasing Agent that the property is
not needed by the County, the County Executive, by Executive Order, may authorize the donation of one car per
year to the Prince George's County Board of Education to be used as a door prize for the purposes of
encouraging students to participate in alcohol free and drug free school functions.
(CB-1-1992)
DIVISION 6. - SPECIAL PROVISIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - MINORITY BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM.
Sec. 10A-136. - Assistance to minority business enterprises; certification and decertification.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall structure the procurement procedures and activities of the County to facilitate and
encourage the award of at least thirty percent (30%) of the total dollar value of all County contracts awarded,
directly or indirectly, to County-based minority business enterprises or minority business enterprises. The value
of subcontracts with County-based minority business enterprises or minority business enterprises shall be
included in the computation of the above total dollar value.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent may, after consultation with the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, require
that the competitive bidding of contracts be restricted to minority business enterprises or County-based minority
business enterprises owned by minority individuals as defined in Section 10A-101(a), provided there are at least
three (3) minority business enterprises or County-based minority business enterprises that are providers in the
trade of goods or services for which the contract is advertised. No contract shall be awarded pursuant to this
provision if the resultant low bid exceeds by fifteen percent (15%) the most recent unit price for the same or
most recently comparable goods or services, unless the Supplier Development and Diversity Division
determines that prices in the relevant market have increased for all vendors without regard to minority status
beyond fifteen percent (15%) since the last time similar goods or services were procured.
(c)
The Purchasing agent shall consider the following criteria in determining whether to utilize a procurement
method authorized in this Section:
(1)
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Whether the procedure selected is likely to increase the number of minority business enterprises or Countybased minority business enterprises responding to the County's procurement requirements;
(2)
Whether the procedure selected is likely to increase the dollar value of procurement awards to minority business
enterprises or County-based minority business enterprises;
(3)
Whether the procedure selected is likely to further the County's goals under this Division 6 of the Code without
unnecessarily interfering with the efficient operation of the County government; and
(4)
Whether the procedure selected is the most effective alternative available which will further the goals stated in
this Section.
(d)
The Purchasing Agent shall require that a bidder uses its "best efforts" to first use County-based minority
business enterprises to fulfill any of the minority business enterprise goals and requirements of this Section. If
not enough County-based minority business enterprises are demonstrated to be available after "best efforts" are
exercised in the judgment of the Purchasing Agent, the Purchasing Agent may then allow the bidder to meet any
of the minority business enterprise goals and requirements of this Section with minority business enterprises, if
available. In this Section, the term "best efforts" means efforts to the maximum extent practicable have been
made to meet the goal or requirement.
(e)
If, upon investigation by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, any Minority Business Enterprise
which has been certified by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division misrepresented its status either as
a County-based business or as a Minority Business Enterprise and no contract with the County is existing, the
following shall occur:
(1)
The Minority Business Enterprise shall be barred from award of any County contract or participation in any
contract awarded by the County for a period of one year commencing upon the date written findings of such
misrepresentations are made by the Executive Director, regardless of subsequent changes in the minority
business enterprise's status; and
(2)
The officers, directors, partners, or owners of the firm and any firm controlled or managed by them shall be
barred from award of any County contract or participation in any contract awarded by the County for a period of
one year commencing upon the date written findings of such misrepresentation are made by the Executive
Director, regardless of subsequent changes in the minority business enterprise's status.
(f)
If, upon investigation by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division any firm which has been certified by
the Supplier Development and Diversity Division is awarded a contract with the County as a result of this
Division is found to have misrepresented its status as either a County-based Minority Business Enterprise or a
minority business enterprise, the following shall occur:
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(1)
The contract price shall be reduced to the bid price of the apparent lowest responsive bidder or the contract shall
be terminated, if in the best interests of the County;
(2)
The firm shall be barred from award of any County contract or participation in any contract awarded by the
County for a period of three (3) years commencing upon the date written findings of such misrepresentations are
made by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, regardless of subsequent changes in the Minority
Business Enterprise's status; and
(3)
The officers, directors, partners, or owners of the firm and any firm controlled or managed by them shall be
barred from award of any County contract or participation in any contract awarded by the County for a period of
three (3) years commencing upon the date written findings of such misrepresentation are made by the Supplier
Development and Diversity Division, regardless of subsequent changes in the Minority Business Enterprise's
status.
(g)
If the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, after investigation, determines that any such individual or
firm that has been awarded a County contract has misrepresented its status as either a Minority Business
Enterprise or a County-based minority business enterprise, the Supplier Development and Diversity Division
may request the County Attorney to institute proceedings pursuant to Section 10A-139.
(h)
Any effort at brokerage or any other arrangement or agreement which attempts to, is intended to, or has the
effect of causing fraudulent benefit from the provisions of this Division or is otherwise determined by the
Supplier Development and Diversity Division to be in circumvention of the requirements of this Division shall
be strictly prohibited and shall be barred from award of any County contract.
(i)
The County Executive may, by executive order, impose such additional requirements as may be deemed
appropriate to effectuate the overall policy of this Division 6 to encourage and increase certified Minority
Business Enterprise participation in the award of County contracts.
(j)
The Supplier Development and Diversity Division shall provide certification of minority business enterprise
status, as such term is set forth in Section 10A-101(a) of this Code. The Supplier Development and Diversity
Division shall maintain a register of all applicants for certification showing for each applicant the date of the
application, name, qualifications, place of business, place of applicant's residence, and action taken on the
application. Certification of any business firm as a minority business enterprise may take into account the
certification of such firm by any jurisdiction, association, organization or entity:
(1)
That has entered into a reciprocal acceptance of minority business enterprise certification agreement with the
County; or
(2)
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That administers a minority business enterprise certification program that is substantially equivalent to the
program operated by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division; or
(3)
That administers a minority business enterprise certification program utilizing eligibility criteria that is likely to
further the County's goals under this Division 6 of the Code, as determined by the Purchasing Agent.
(k)
Any person may assert charges of a violation of this Division against any applicant for certification, or certified
minority business enterprise. Such charges shall be in writing and sworn to by the complainant and submitted to
the Executive Director. If, after an investigation of the allegations the Executive Director believes that no
violation has occurred, the charge may be dismissed. Such charge, unless dismissed by the Executive Director
without a hearing, shall be heard and determined by the Executive Director within ninety (90) days after the date
on which it was filed. After a hearing, the Executive Director may decertify the respondent or take such other
action as deemed appropriate. Any person adversely affected by the dismissal of a complaint by the Executive
Director or by the decision of the Executive Director following a hearing may appeal such dismissal or decision
to the Commission within thirty (30) days after the date of the dismissal or the decision.
(l)
The Executive Director may decertify any minority business enterprise upon findings by the Executive Director
of any of the following conditions:
(1)
The minority business enterprise is subject to debarment or suspension in accordance with Section 10A-148 of
this Code;
(2)
The minority business enterprise has practiced fraud or deceit for the purpose of obtaining certification;
(3)
The minority business enterprise has furnished to the Supplier Development and Diversity Division incomplete
or substantially inaccurate ownership or financial information;
(4)
The minority business enterprise has failed to report any change which affects its qualification for certification;
or,
(5)
The minority business enterprise has willfully violated any provision of this Division.
(m)
The Purchasing Agent shall hear the appeal of any determination made by the Supplier Development and
Diversity Division to deny minority business enterprise status certification and shall hear the appeal of any
decision by the Executive Director to decertify any minority business enterprise. Such appeal shall be heard and
determined by the Purchasing Agent within ninety (90) days after the date on which it was filed.
(n)
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Regardless of any minority business certifications issued by other jurisdictions or entities or related reciprocal
agreements, the Executive Director shall decertify any business as a minority business enterprise that the
Executive Director determines does not meet the requirements of Sections 10A-101(a)(26)(A) and 10A-101(a)
(26)(B) of the Code. Such a business shall not be recognized by the Purchasing Agent or Supplier Development
and Diversity Division as a minority business enterprise.
(CB-1-1992; CB-2-2008;CB-17-2011; CB-68-2012; CB-67-2014; CB-29-2015; CB-115-2017)
Editor's note— CR-72-2008 adopted the findings, results and recommendations of the study of the County's
Minority Business Enterprise Program.
Sec. 10A-137. - Contract monitoring.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent and the Contract Compliance Unit shall have the right to periodically monitor work
performed under a contract awarded under this Subtitle to ensure compliance with all applicable provisions of
the contract. All contractors and subcontractors shall grant the Purchasing Agent, the Contract Compliance Unit,
and any authorized representative access to the contractor's or subcontractor's work site place of business, and
applicable business records.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent and the Contract Compliance Unit may perform or contract to perform periodic or
random compliance audits of contracts awarded under this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1992; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-138. - Reports.
The Purchasing Agent will maintain records and statistics on contract bids and awards and transmit annually by
July 1, a report to the County Executive and the County Council that summarizes progress and efforts made to
achieve the goals stated in Divisions 6 and 7 of this Subtitle. The report shall identify problems encountered or
anticipated in meeting those goals, and shall, at a minimum, contain the number, dollar amount, and method of
award of all contracts and subcontracts awarded minority business enterprises, County-based business, Countybased minority business enterprise, County-based small business, and County-located business. The report shall
include the number and nature of the waivers for contracts over Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000)
approved by the Chief Administrative Officer pursuant to 10A-159.01.
(CB-1-1992; CB-115-2017)
Sec. 10A-139. - Penalties.
It is unlawful for a person to knowingly misrepresent his or her status as a minority business enterprise or
County-based Minority Business Enterprise for purposes of obtaining a County contract, and is subject to the
penalty stated in Section 1-123 of this Code.
(CB-1-1992)
SUBDIVISION 2. - FACILITIES CONSTRUCTED WITH COUNTY CONTRIBUTIONS.
Sec. 10A-140. - Applicability of Subdivision.
The provisions of this Subdivision shall apply to the construction of regional stormwater management facilities
and road improvements when required in connection with new developments in the County and when the
County makes a monetary contribution (including by way of reimbursement) to the construction of such a
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facility or road improvements pursuant to applicable provisions of the County's stormwater management
program or the County's approved budget.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-141. - Negotiated Participation Agreements.
(a)
The requirements of this Subdivision shall be applicable under the following circumstances:
(1)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement makes a determination that a
regional stormwater management facility is desirable for a new development and certifies to the County
Executive, the Purchasing Agent, and the Supplier Development and Diversity Division that the estimated
construction cost of the facility exceeds the estimated cost of providing required on-site controls; or
(2)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement certifies to the County Executive,
the Purchasing Agent, and the Supplier Development and Diversity Division that:
(A)
Certain public road improvements abutting or within a new development are required as a consequence of the
development; and
(B)
The estimated cost of the construction of the road improvements by the County exceeds the estimated cost of
construction by the developer; or
(C)
The developer can cause the construction to occur on an accelerated basis in advance of planned commencement
and completion of the road improvements by the County and would be otherwise required to pay at least
seventy-five percent (75%) of the cost of the road improvements on a special assessment or similar basis.
(b)
Any construction activities towards which County funds are contributed when either of the certifications
specified in Subsection (a) has been made shall not be subject to the competitive procurement requirements of
this Subtitle provided the requirements of Subsection (c) are met.
(c)
Subsection (b) shall apply provided the County and the developer have entered into a written agreement wherein
the developer shall:
(1)
Be required to competitively procure the construction of the regional stormwater management facility or road
improvements; a minimum of three certified quotes or bids for all construction costs related to the stormwater
management facility or road improvements shall be provided to the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement and the Purchasing Agent for review;
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(2)
Be required to post or cause to be posted a performance bond executed by a surety company authorized to do
business in this State, or the equivalent in cash, or other security satisfactory to the County, in the amount equal
to or greater than the total cost of the facility or road improvements as estimated by the appropriate Director,
including an additional twenty-five percent (25%) of the cost for contingencies, as determined at the time the
bond is posted, to insure the satisfactory performance and complexion of the facility or road improvements;
(3)
Be required to post or cause to be posted a payment bond executed by a surety company authorized to do
business in this State, or the equivalent in cash, or other security satisfactory to the County, in an amount not less
than fifty percent (50%) of the estimated cost of the facility or road improvements for the protection of all
persons supplying labor and materials, including lessors of equipment to the extent of the fair rental value
thereof, to the contractor or his subcontractor in the prosecution of the work provided for in the contract for the
use of each such person;
(4)
Be required to submit to a County audit when it has been determined that an audit is necessary to insure County
contribution funds are properly used and to determine the actual cost for constructing the regional stormwater
management facility or road improvements;
(5)
Be required to certify that no person who is currently suspended, barred, or debarred from participation in
contract activities for any government will be used to perform any of the work on the facility or road
improvements during the period of any suspension, barment, or debarment;
(6)
Be required to comply with such laws and regulations as may be generally applicable to stormwater
management activities and road improvements in the County; and
(7)
Be required to subcontract with Minority Business Enterprises for no less than thirty percent (30%) of the
amount of County funds contributed with respect to such construction; provided, that if a developer is unable to
achieve the Minority Business Enterprise goal set forth in Section 10A-141(c)(7), the developer may request in
writing a waiver of the goal, to include the elements of justification set forth in Section 10A-136(g) of the Code.
After consultation with the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, the Purchasing Agent shall grant such
waiver only upon finding that the developers have made a good faith effort to achieve such goal and the public
interest otherwise is served by granting such waiver.
(d)
Nothing in paragraph (c)(1), above, shall be deemed to preclude the developer from constructing the regional
stormwater management facility or road improvements himself provided written justification is approved by the
Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Purchasing Agent, and the Supplier
Development and Diversity Division.
(e)
Any agreement entered into pursuant to this Subdivision shall include such provisions as may be deemed
appropriate by the Purchasing Agent to effect consistency with special policies set forth in other sections of this
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Subtitle such as (by way of example and not limitation) and restrictions concerning doing business with persons
having business ties with South Africa.
(f)
Certification of cost estimates under Subsection (b) of this Section shall be made by application of standards
regularly used by the County in estimating construction costs for County projects.
(CB-1-1992; CB-2-2008; CB-68-2012; CB-27-2014)
SUBDIVISION 3. - LOW NOISE EMISSION SUPPLIES.
Sec. 10A-142. - Duty to acquire low noise emission supplies.
All agencies shall acquire by purchase or lease, to the greatest extent practicable, the quietest available supplies
for use by the County. Supplies certified by the Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection
Agency as "low noise emission products" pursuant to Section 15 of the Noise Control Act of 1972 shall be
considered to meet the intent of this Section.
(CB-1-1992)
Editor's note— CR-131-1981 encouraged the County to develop specifications for the procurement of items
that produce lower noise levels (Buy-Quiet Program).
SUBDIVISION 4. - COUNTY PREFERENCE FOR RECYCLED MATERIALS.
Sec. 10A-143. - Recyclable Materials.
The County Purchasing Agent is authorized to review and revise all product procurement specifications to
establish a preference for those products containing compost material generated by composting operations
located within Prince George's County or operations consuming organic materials collected in the County,
recycled materials including paper and paper products, asphalt pavement, crushed concrete subbase and foundry
slag, and paving materials utilizing recycled materials including, but not limited to, crumb rubber from tires, ash,
glass, and glassy aggregates, and to provide bid specifications encouraging the maximum purchase of recyclable
asphalt pavement and paving materials utilizing recycled materials.
(CB-1-1992)
Editor's note— CR-110-1971 requested the establishment of a program by the County Executive which would
provide for the recycling of waste paper in all County agencies and to specify the purchase of recycled paper for
paper products used by government agencies whenever practical and economically feasible.
CR-84-1988 urged the County Executive to implement a procurement strategy that encourages the cost effective
purchase of recyclable and/or biodegradable products and commodities where feasible.
CR-42-1994 endorsed the endeavor to procure goods with post-consumer recycled content whenever practical
and in the best interests of the County.
SUBDIVISION 5. - WAGE REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 10A-144. - Wage requirements for County service contracts.
(a)
Any contract for services by a County agency shall require the contractor and any subcontractor to comply with
the wage requirements of this Section. As used in this Section, "covered employer" refers to any contractor or
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subcontractor that is subject to this Section.
(b)
This Section does not apply to:
(1)
A contractor who employs fewer than ten (10) employees at any time the contract is in effect;
(2)
A contractor who, at the time a contract is signed:
(A)
Has received less than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) from the County in the most recent twelve (12) month
period; and
(B)
Will be entitled to receive less than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) from the County in the next twelve (12)
month period;
(3)
A contract with a public entity;
(4)
A contract with a nonprofit organization that has qualified for an exemption from federal income taxes under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code;
(5)
A contract for electricity, telephone, water, sewer, or similar service delivered by a regulated public utility;
(6)
A contract for services needed immediately to prevent or respond to an imminent threat to public health or
safety;
(7)
An employer to the extent that the employer is expressly precluded from complying with this Section by the
terms of any federal, state or County law, federal or state contract or grant; or
(8)
A contract entered into under a participation agreement under Section 10A-141.
(c)
Solicitation requirements.
(1)
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Each bid or proposal to provide services to the County shall specify how the contractor and each subcontractor
will comply with these wage requirements, and shall include sufficient funds to meet these requirements.
(2)
Each bid or proposal to provide services to the County which is submitted by an organization that is exempt
from coverage under Subsection (b)(4) shall specify the wage the organization intends to pay to those employees
who will perform direct, measurable work under the contract, and any health insurance the organization intends
to provide to those employees. In evaluating the cost of a bid or proposal the County shall disregard any
additional cost attributable to payment of the wage requirements of this Section by any organization that is
exempt from coverage under Subsection (b)(4) when compared to a bid or proposal submitted by another
organization that is also exempt from coverage under Subsection (b)(4).
(3)
A contractor shall not split or subdivide a contract, pay an employee through a third party, or treat an employee
as a subcontractor or independent contractor, to avoid the imposition of any requirement under this Section.
(d)
Health insurance. If a contractor or subcontractor commits in its bid or proposal to provide health insurance to
any employee who provides services to the County, the contractor or subcontractor may:
(1)
Certify in its bid or proposal the per-employee hourly cost of the employer's share of the premium for that
insurance; and
(2)
Reduce the wage paid under Subsection (e) to any employee covered by the insurance by all or part of the peremployee hourly cost of the employer's share of the premium.
(e)
Wage requirement.
(1)
Except as permitted under Subsection (d)(2), each covered employer shall pay each employee who is not exempt
under Subsection (f) at least Ten Dollars and Fifty Cents ($10.50) per hour during the time the employee actually
provides services to the County.
(2)
The Wage Determination Board shall adjust the wage rate required under this subsection, effective July 1 of each
year, by the annual average increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers for the
Washington-Baltimore metropolitan area, or any successor index, for the previous calendar year. The Wage
Determination Board shall calculate the adjustment to the nearest multiple of Five Cents ($.05), and shall
publish the amount of this adjustment not later than March 1 of each year. Each adjustment under this paragraph
applies to any contract covered by this Section which:
(A)
Is in effect when the adjustment takes effect; or
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(B)
Takes effect during the next twelve (12) months.
(f)
The wage requirements of this Section do not apply to any employee:
(1)
Who performs no measurable work related to any contract with the County;
(2)
Who participates in a government-operated or -sponsored program that restricts the earnings of or wages paid to
employees to a level below the wage required under this Section;
(3)
Who participates for no longer than one hundred and twenty (120) days in any calendar year in a governmentoperated or -sponsored summer youth employment program; or
(4)
For whom a lower rate is expressly set in a bona fide collective bargaining agreement.
(g)
Enforcement.
(1)
The Purchasing Agent shall require each covered employer to:
(A)
Certify that the employer and each subcontractor is aware of and will comply with the applicable wage
requirements of this Section;
(B)
Keep and submit any records necessary to show compliance; and
(C)
Conspicuously post notices informing employees of the requirements of this Section, and send a copy of each
notice to the Purchasing Agent.
(2)
The Purchasing Agent shall enforce this Section, perform random audits and any other audit necessary to do so,
and investigate any complaint of a violation.
(3)
An employer must not discharge or otherwise retaliate against an employee for asserting any right under this
Section or filing a complaint of a violation. Any retaliation is subject to all sanctions for noncompliance with
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this Section.
(4)
Each contract shall specify that liquidated damages for any noncompliance with this Section includes the amount
of any unpaid wages, with interest, and that the contractor is jointly and severally liable for any noncompliance
by a subcontractor. In addition, each contract shall specify that an aggrieved employee, as a third-party
beneficiary, may by civil action enforce the payment of wages due under this Section and recover any unpaid
wages with interest, a reasonable attorney's fee, and damages for any retaliation for asserting any right under this
Section.
(CB-1-2003 effective July 1, 2004)
SUBDIVISION 6. - TIE BIDS.
Sec. 10A-145. - Tie bids and proposals.
(a)
If a competitive bid or competitive sealed proposal results in two or more bidders or offerors being equally
eligible for award, the responsibility of the bidders and offerors having been determined, the contract shall be
awarded in the following order:
(1)
County-based minority business enterprise;
(2)
County-based small business;
(3)
County-based business;
(4)
Other minority business enterprise;
(5)
Maryland-based business;
(6)
Any other fair and equitable manner determined by the Purchasing Agent.
(CB-1-1992; CB-115-2017)
SUBDIVISION 7. - COOPERATIVE PURCHASING.
Sec. 10A-146. - Cooperative purchasing with other jurisdictions.
It shall be the duty of the Purchasing Agent to develop, to the maximum extent feasible, a program for the joint
or cooperative purchasing of common-use supplies with other organizations or jurisdictions and the Purchasing
Agent shall endeavor to arrange for a program of standardization of common-use supplies. The Purchasing
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Agent may, as appropriate, undertake and participate in similar programs involving joint or cooperative
purchases with other organizations or jurisdictions and may procure services and supplies from such parties or to
utilize the contracts or schedules established by such organizations or jurisdictions when appropriate and when
such actions shall be in the best interests of the County as determined by the Purchasing Agent.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-147. - Purchasing services for other public activities.
In the interest of public service to the citizens of the County, the facilities and service of the Office of the
Purchasing Agent may be made available to other public activities in the County which obtain their financial
support in part from the County and municipalities. As a condition precedent to providing such service, the other
public activity shall agree upon submission of requisition or written request to final fiscal responsibility for such
purchases. The Purchasing Agent may establish a schedule of service fees as appropriate with approval by
resolution of the County Council.
(CB-1-1992)
SUBDIVISION 8. - DEBARMENT; SUSPENSION OF BIDDERS AND OFFERORS.
Sec. 10A-148. - Debarment; suspension of bidders and offerors.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall establish regulations and procedures for the debarment and suspension pending a
final determination on debarment of any person who has:
(1)
Obtained any contract in violation of any provision of this Code or the Laws of the State of Maryland or the
United States of America, the District of Columbia, any State, or any United States Territory;
(2)
Obtained payment for services not provided or goods not provided to the County on the basis of a false claim;
(3)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland for the offense of bribery, attempted bribery, or conspiracy to bribe in furtherance
of obtaining a contract with the State of Maryland or any of its subdivisions based upon acts committed after
July 1, 1977, under the provisions of Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(4)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland for the offense of bribery, attempted bribery, or conspiracy to bribe under the
provisions of Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(5)
During the course of an official investigation or other proceeding has admitted, in writing or under oath, acts or
omissions which would constitute bribery, attempted bribery, or conspiracy to bribe under the provisions of
Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(6)
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Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
for the offense of bribery, attempted bribery, or conspiracy to bribe under the laws of another state, the District
of Columbia, U.S. Territory, or the Federal statute;
(7)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
of a criminal offense incident to obtaining, or attempting to obtain, or performing a public or private contract
under any state, the District of Columbia, U.S. Territory, or Federal statute;
(8)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
for the offense of fraud, embezzlement, theft, forgery, falsification or destruction of records, or receiving stolen
property under any state, the District of Columbia, U.S. Territory, or Federal statute;
(9)
Been found civilly liable under any state, the District of Columbia, or Federal antitrust statute for acts or
omissions in connection with the submission of bids or proposals for a public or private contract;
(10)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
for any violation of a state, District of Columbia, or Federal antitrust statute;
(11)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
for violation of any provision of the Racketeer Influence and Corrupt Organization Act, Title 18, United States
Code, Sections 1961 et seq., or the Mail Fraud Act, Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1341 et seq., for acts
arising out of the submission of bids or proposals for a public or private contract;
(12)
Been convicted of, plead nolo contendere to, or been sentenced pursuant to Article 27, Section 641, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland or other comparable State, Federal, U.S. Territory, or District of Columbia statute
for the offense of conspiracy to commit any act or omission which would constitute grounds for conviction or
liability under any statute described in paragraph (7), (8), (10), or (11);
(13)
Admitted, in writing or under oath, during the course of an official investigation, or other proceeding, acts or
omissions which would constitute grounds for conviction or liability under any statute described in paragraphs
(7) through (11);
(14)
Committed any improper conduct or has otherwise willfully violated this Subtitle; or
(15)
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Done any other act which, under any County, State, the District of Columbia, or Federal law, bars the person
from the award of any contract with any County, State, or Federal agency.
(b)
Unless otherwise prescribed by any applicable law, a debarment under this Section shall be effective for a period
generally not to exceed five (5) years commencing upon the date written findings are made by the Purchasing
Agent regardless of subsequent changes in the person's status. In the event that the person is not a natural person,
the officers, directors, partners, or owners of the firm and any firm controlled or managed by them shall also be
barred from award of any County contract or participation in any contract awarded by the County during the
applicable period.
(c)
Pending a final determination as to whether debarment is to occur or the investigation or prosecution of any act
alleged to give rise to the right of the Purchasing Agent to debar a prospective bidder or offeror or contractor, the
Purchasing Agent may suspend the person for a period of time not to exceed six (6) months or such greater
period as may be certified to the Purchasing Agent by the investigating or prosecuting agency as required to
complete the investigation or prosecution.
(CB-1-1992; CB-74-2016)
Sec. 10A-149. - Conditional suspension.
The Purchasing Agent shall prescribe by regulation the procedure for conditional suspension of persons, for a
period of time not to exceed six (6) months, from participation in County procurement activities when the
Purchasing Agent determines that unsatisfactory performance or contract default can be remedied by fulfillment
of specified conditions.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-150. - Award of contract prohibited.
(a)
Contract not to be awarded to disqualified person. No person shall knowingly award or enter into any contract
whereby supplies, services, or construction will be supplied directly or indirectly to the County by a person or
business entity disqualified under this Subdivision.
(b)
Where public exigencies or similar factors necessitate the continuance of the contractual services in connection
with which the debarment is based, the Purchasing Agent shall not be required to terminate the existing contract
but the contractor shall be liable to the County for any profits from the contract.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-151. - Disqualification not a bar to other actions.
Disqualification of any person under this Subdivision shall not be exclusive of any other remedy that may be
available to the County under any other applicable County, State, or Federal law.
(CB-1-1992)
SUBDIVISION 9. - SMALL BUSINESSES.
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Sec. 10A-152. - Small businesses.
The County Purchasing Agent shall develop and implement a program designed to encourage and assist small
businesses in the County to contract with the County for goods and services.
(CB-1-1992)
Sec. 10A-152.01. - County-based authorized resellers and distributors.
In the procurement of commodities for which manufacturers or publishers of such commodities utilize
authorized resellers or distributors, including, but not limited to, information technology software and hardware
products:
(a)
The County shall procure such commodities solely from County-based small businesses that are authorized
resellers or distributors if
(1)
there are County-based small businesses that are authorized resellers or distributors of such commodities and
(2)
such businesses are authorized as resellers or distributors by the publisher or manufacturer of such commodities.
(b)
The County is authorized to procure such commodities directly from the manufacturer or publisher only if the
requirements of Subsection (a), above, are not met.
(CB-74-2016)
SUBDIVISION 10. - CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION.
Sec. 10A-153. - Prompt payment.
(a)
As used in this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings unless the context in which they
are used in this Section clearly requires a different meaning or a different definition is prescribed for a particular
provision.
(1)
Contract document means any written agreement or change order for the purchase or disposal of supplies,
services, construction, insurance, or any other item. This Section does not pertain to collective bargaining
agreements with an employee organization, an agreement that creates an employer-employee relationship, or
grants or similar contributions provided in support of an activity, project, or program. It includes, but is not
limited to, contracts of a fixed price, cost reimbursement, cost plus a fixed fee, or incentive type; contracts
providing for the issuance of job or task orders; letter contracts; and purchase orders. It also includes
supplemental agreements with respect to any of the foregoing.
(2)
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Designated payment office means the person or place indicated in contract document(s) for delivery of invoice
for payment or, in certain instances, for approval. Otherwise, it is the Accounts Payable Section of the Office of
Finance.
(3)
Due date means thirty (30) calendar days after receipt date.
(4)
Payment date means the date of County check, electronic transfer, or other mutually agreeable payment vehicle.
(5)
Proper invoice means a contractor's written invoice submitted in accordance with the contract document(s)
requesting payment from the County for satisfactory performance in accordance with contract provisions that
includes, but is not limited to, the following items:
(A)
Contractor name and remittance address;
(B)
Contractor tax identification number;
(C)
Reference to contract number;
(D)
Description, price, quantity of delivered goods or services;
(E)
Shipping and payment terms; and
(F)
Other substantiating documentation in the form and content that may be required by law, regulation, or contract
document(s).

No authorized representative of a unit of County government shall make a request for the delivery of goods or
services from a contractor without first obtaining a purchase order or other invoiceable procurement
authorization.
(6)
Receipt date means the later of the recorded date on which proper invoice is received by the designated payment
office or delivery of acceptable goods or services in accordance with the contract document(s). If the receipt of a
proper invoice is not recorded by the designated payment office, then the receipt date shall be the later of the
issue date indicated on the proper invoice or delivery of acceptable goods or services in accordance with the
contract document(s).
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(b)
It is the policy of the County to make a payment under a procurement contract within thirty (30) calendar days
after the receipt date. The County has an aspirational goal of making such a payment within fifteen (15) calendar
days after the receipt date.
(c)
Interest penalties shall accrue daily beginning thirty-one (31) calendar days after the receipt date and ending on,
but excluding, the payment date, using the rate established in Subsection (e) calculated on a 30-day basis.
Interest penalties shall not continue to accrue for more than one year after the due date.
(d)
Interest penalties under this Section shall be automatically added to any payment made to a contractor for an
invoice(s) which remains unpaid more than thirty (30) calendar days after the receipt date, unless the County is
not liable to pay interest because of one of the exclusions provided for by Subsection (g).
(e)
The rate of interest penalty shall be one percent (1%) per month on a pro rata basis.
(f)
Written claims for interest penalties which the County has failed to pay in accordance with the requirements of
Subsection (d) shall be time and date stamped by the Office of Finance when received.
(g)
The County is not liable under this Section for an interest penalty under any of the following circumstances:
(1)
Invoice payments made in advance or within thirty (30) calendar days after the receipt date;
(2)
Contractor's written claim(s) for any unpaid interest penalty amounts owed not received by the Director of
Finance prior to full payment being made by the County to the contractor for the proper invoice;
(3)
Work subject to contract claim as provided by the contract document(s) or applicable County procedure(s);
(4)
Amounts withheld consistent with payment terms, such as retainage;
(5)
Payments made to a third party on behalf of the contractor for financing purposes;
(6)
Amounts representing unpaid interest penalties;
(7)
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Interest penalties amounting to less than $10.00 per invoice; or,
(8)
Contracts or other County obligations outside of the scope of this Subtitle.
(h)
This Section does not authorize the appropriation of additional funds for the payment of any required interest
penalty. The Director of Finance shall pay any interest penalty required by this Section consistent with County
procedure(s).
(1)
In the case that sufficient funds are unappropriated and/or unavailable to pay any interest penalty owed at the
time a proper invoice is paid:
(A)
The Director of Finance will pay the maximum amount of the interest penalty owed that can be paid with
available, appropriated funds; and
(B)
Within a one (1) year period after the payment date, the County will ensure that appropriate procedures are
followed to identify (and, if needed, obtain an appropriation of) additional funding and make a payment for the
remaining balance owed for the interest penalty.
(i)
If a contractor offers a discount from the amount due under the contract in exchange for payment within a
specified period of time, the County may make payment in an amount equal to the discounted price only if the
payment date is within the specified period of time. Within thirty (30) calendar days after payment date,
contractor's written claim(s) for discounts taken in error shall be received by the Director of Finance.
(j)
Contractor Prompt Payment.
(1)
For all procurement contracts authorized under this Subtitle, the prime contractor shall pay each of its
subcontractors (including a material supplier) for satisfactory performance under the respective subcontract
within seven (7) calendar days after receipt of such amounts that are paid to the prime contractor by the County
for such work performed under the contract. In the event that there is a good faith dispute over all or any portion
of the amount due on a payment from a prime contractor to a subcontractor, the prime contractor may withhold
the disputed amount but shall pay the undisputed amount. A subcontractor who further subcontracts work on
procurement projects authorized by this Subtitle is responsible for the same requirements and interest penalties
for payment to its subcontractors (lower tier subcontractors) after receiving payment under this Subsection as
applicable to a prime contractor.
(2)
Interest penalties. Any contractor who violates Paragraph (1), above, shall pay to the subcontractor a penalty of
one and a half percent (1.5%) of the amount due per month for every month to the subcontractor owed payment
or portion thereof that payment is not made. Interest penalties shall accrue daily beginning eight (8) calendar
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days after payment is received by the prime contractor (or higher tier subcontractor) and ending on, but
excluding, the payment date, using the rate established in this Paragraph calculated on a monthly (30-day) basis.
This Subsection is enforceable in the Circuit Court of Prince George's County, and is not intended to create a
private right of action against the County. Willful violations of this Subsection may also result in a contractor
being suspended or debarred in accordance with Section 10A-148.
(3)
Contract Clauses Required. For all procurement contracts authorized under this Subtitle, including at the time of
any contract renewal or extension, the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee shall include a
clause requiring the prime contractor to include in each of its subcontracts
(A)
a payment clause which obligates the prime contractor to pay the subcontractor for satisfactory performance
under its subcontract within seven (7) days out of such amounts as are paid to the prime contractor by the
County for such work performed under such contract; and
(B)
an interest penalty clause which obligates the prime contractor to pay to the subcontractor an interest penalty on
amounts due in the case of each payment not made in accordance with the payment clause included in the
subcontract pursuant to Subparagraph (A), above
(i)
for the period beginning on the day after the required payment date and ending on the date on which payment of
the amount due is made; and
(ii)
computed at the rate specified in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.
For all procurement contracts authorized under this Subtitle, the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's
designee shall further require the prime contractor to include a clause in its subcontracts requiring the
subcontractor to include a payment clause and an interest penalty clause conforming to the standards of
Paragraph (3) of this Subsection in each of its subcontracts and to require each of its subcontractors to include
such clauses in their subcontracts with each lower-tier subcontractor or supplier.
(k)
With regard to this Section, the Director of Finance shall have the following specific authority and
responsibilities:
(1)
To establish, as deemed necessary, regulations and procedures enforcing the requirements of this Section;
(2)
To resolve timely, written claims made by a contractor concerning unpaid interest penalties or pertaining to
unearned discounts taken that are associated with invoice payments made by the County. This Subsection does
not apply to any other contractor disputes or claims which shall be subject to the provisions of the contract
document(s) or other applicable County procedure(s); and
(3)
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To require vendors to enroll in Automated Clearing House (ACH) or a similar electronic payment system with
the County.
(CB-45-1993; CB-74-2016; CB-77-2020)
SUBDIVISION 11. - CERTIFIED SHELTERED WORKSHOP EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM.
Sec. 10A-154. - Responsibilities of agencies receiving County, federal or state funding.
(a)
Each department, agency or activity that receives more than fifty percent (50%) of its total funding from either
the County or federal government or the state government shall identify activities or functions that are able to be
performed by a certified sheltered workshop headquartered in Prince George's County and employs residents of
the County with disabilities.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent shall prepare specifications for procurements that include contracting or subcontracting
with certified sheltered workshops to perform those activities or functions.
(CB-76-2002)
Sec. 10A-155. - Utilization of certified sheltered workshops.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall structure the procurement procedures and activities of the County to facilitate and
encourage the award of County contracts awarded, directly or indirectly, to certified sheltered workshops.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent shall require that the competitive bidding of contracts be restricted to certified sheltered
workshops provided they are capable of delivering goods or services according to specifications and at
established fair market price.
(c)
The Purchasing Agent shall be required to work with the sheltered workshops and health and human services
coalitions to establish pricing, identify new markets and sheltered workshops to bid on County contracts.
(d)
The Purchasing Agent shall maintain a list of the certified sheltered workshops that provide commodities and
services to the County and that are willing and able to provide commodities and services to the County.
(CB-76-2002; CB-115-2017)
SUBDIVISION 12. - DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM.
Sec. 10A-156. - Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program.
(a)
The County Purchasing Agent shall develop and implement a program designed to encourage and assist
disadvantaged business enterprises in the County to contract with the County for goods and services. The
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program shall be operated in accordance with the United States Department of Transportation Regulations set
forth in 49 CFR Part 26.
(b)
Rules and regulations for the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program shall be promulgated by the County
Purchasing Agent and approved by the County Executive and the County Council by resolution. Said rules and
regulations shall govern the implementation and administration of the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
Program.
(CB-28-2007)
Editor's note— CR-77-2007 approved the Prince George's County Disadvantaged Business Program.
SUBDIVISION 13. - PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS.
Sec. 10A-157. - Declaration of findings and policy.
Based on public testimony and other evidence before it, including information, studies, and court decisions, the
Prince George's County Council makes the following legislative findings and statement of policy:
1)
The County Council recognizes that Project Labor Agreements are craft labor agreements, authorized under
federal labor law in accordance with 29 U.S.C. § 158(f), and executed by project contractors and local labor
organizations in the building trades, and typically used on large construction projects to establish uniform terms
and conditions of employment for the project workforce; and
2)
The County Council further recognizes that Project Labor Agreements are authorized by law as a result of a
judicial decision from the United States Supreme Court in the case of Building and Construction Trades Council
of the Metropolitan District v. Associated Builders of Contractors of Massachusetts/Rhode Island, Inc., 507 U.S.
218 (1993);
3)
The County Council finds that Prince George's County has a compelling interest in ensuring that County
contracts for the construction of County facilities and roads are completed in accordance with project schedules,
with the highest degree of quality, and in a cost-effective manner; and
4)
The County Council finds that construction projects present particularly difficult challenges in terms of ensuring
timely, cost-effective project delivery and require large numbers of well-trained, highly skilled construction craft
personnel in various specific trades and crafts, and successful project delivery can be more effectively promoted
by adopting measures that ensure that such projects are properly staffed with adequate numbers of craft workers
adequately trained in the respective construction crafts; and
5)
The County Council finds that Project Labor Agreements provide a reliable means for ensuring that construction
projects will be adequately staffed with sufficient numbers of highly skilled and properly trained craft personnel
and, therefore, such agreements promote the efficient, economical and safe completion of such contracts, and
that for this reason alone, the County has a sufficient compelling interest in allowing the use of Project Labor
Agreements for construction projects to protect its investments and proprietary interests in such projects; and
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6)
The County Council finds that Project Labor Agreements further promote timely, successful project delivery by
including legally enforceable guarantees against labor strikes and employer lockouts and also provide
procedures to ensure the peaceful, efficient and orderly resolution of labor-management disputes or other
disputes or potential disruptions that could otherwise interfere with the execution of construction projects; and
7)
The County Council finds that Project Labor Agreements have a long and extensive history of effectively
protecting and promoting the financial investments and proprietary interests of both public and private project
owners in the planning, execution and management of major capital facility projects, and have a proven track
record of being an effective tool for these purposes; and
8)
The County Council finds that Project Labor Agreements also provide a reliable means for ensuring that
construction craft personnel employed on projects are paid appropriate wages as required by law, receive
essential construction safety training and are covered by applicable unemployment and workers compensation
laws;
9)
The County Council finds that Project Labor Agreements facilitate employment opportunities and
apprenticeship and other skill training opportunities for local workers and County residents by utilizing local
union training centers, hiring halls and referral systems, which allow more Prince George's County residents to
participate in County-funded projects; and
10)
Due to the tough economic times, the County Council finds that unemployment and underemployment are
significant challenges in Prince George's County and in an effort to put more Prince George's County residents
to work, the County seeks to promote meaningful employment and skill training opportunities for its residents
through the use of Project Labor Agreements on construction projects.
(CB-16-2011)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-16-2011 provides that the County shall have a goal of at least one (1) Project
Labor Agreement project in FY 2012 and shall have a goal of at least two (2) Project Labor Agreement projects
beginning FY 2013 and in each fiscal year thereafter. The Office of Central Services shall track the data and
provide quarterly reports to the County Council on the Project Labor Agreement program to include but is not
limited to the average number of local residents hired on projects currently and the local residents hired under
Project Labor Agreement projects.
Sec. 10A-158. - Project Labor Agreements.
(a)
All solicitations, including invitations for bids and requests for proposals, issued for construction projects by the
County that have an estimated dollar value of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) or more may include a clause
that requires the execution and use of a Project Labor Agreement, as defined herein.
(b)
A Project Labor Agreement shall:
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(1)
Establish the terms and conditions of employment for all construction craft workers on the specified project;
(2)
Apply to and cover all contractors and subcontractors, at whatever tier, used to build the project and all labor
organizations representing construction craft workers employed on the project; and
(3)
Contain the following minimum terms and conditions, as well as other terms that may be negotiated and agreed
upon by the County, the applicable project contractors and labor organizations, that:
(A)
bind all contractors and subcontractors on the construction project through the inclusion of appropriate
specifications in all relevant solicitation provisions and contract documents;
(B)
allow all contractors and subcontractors to bid and otherwise compete for contracts and subcontracts without
regard to whether they are parties to collective bargaining agreements or otherwise affiliated with labor
organizations;
(C)
contain contractual guarantees against strikes, lockouts, and similar job disruptions;
(D)
set forth effective, prompt, and mutually binding procedures for resolving labor disputes arising during the
Project Labor Agreement;
(E)
provide that applicable project contractors and labor organizations shall work together and use reasonable best
efforts to ensure that a goal of fifty-five percent (55%) of Prince George's County residents are afforded
maximum opportunities for employment and skill training on Project Labor Agreement projects;
(F)
provide other mechanisms for labor-management cooperation on matters of mutual interest and concern,
including productivity, quality of work, safety, and health.
(CB-16-2011; CB-39-2013)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-16-2011 provides that the County shall have a goal of at least one (1) Project
Labor Agreement project in FY 2012 and shall have a goal of at least two (2) Project Labor Agreement projects
beginning FY 2013 and in each fiscal year thereafter.
The Office of Central Services shall track the data and provide quarterly reports to the County Council on the
Project Labor Agreement program to include but is not limited to the average number of local residents hired on
projects currently and the local residents hired under Project Labor Agreement projects.
Sec. 10A-158.00.01. - Project Labor Agreement Coordinating Committee; composition; duties.
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(a)
There shall be a Project Labor Agreement Coordinating Committee comprised of 10 representatives:
(1)
The Chairman of the Public Safety and Fiscal Management Committee or the Chair's designee, who shall serve
as the ex-officio member and who shall receive updates as to the status of pending and current project labor
agreement projects;
(2)
The County Executive or the Executive's designee;
(3)
The Director of Central Services or the Director's designee, who shall serve as Chairperson;
(4)
A representative from a business organization designated by the County Executive and County Council;
(5)
The MBE Compliance Manager for the Prince George's County Council;
(6)
A contractor representative for the specific project designated by the Director of Central Services;
(7)
Two (2) labor organization representatives from the Washington DC Building Trades Council, at least one of
which is the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Trades Council or his designee and one of which shall be a
County resident;
(8)
A representative from the Faith Based Community designated by the Chair of the Council; and
(9)
One (1) citizen representative designated by the County Council.
(b)
The Committee shall oversee the development of Project Labor Agreements in the County and assist in their
administration in a manner that promotes the timely, cost-effective delivery of affected projects and affords
maximum employment and training opportunities for residents of Prince George's County. The Committee shall
serve as the central forum to exchange information and ideas and to advise the County Executive and Council
concerning operation and results of objectives of all Project Labor Agreements in the County.
(c)
The Committee shall meet at the call of the Chairperson of the Committee as frequently as required to perform
its duties to discuss progress of work, projections, and issues on a current project. A majority of the members of
1206/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

the Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of those present at any
meeting shall be sufficient for any official action taken by the Committee.
(d)
The Committee shall submit an annual report to the County Executive and the Council summarizing its
activities, needs, recommendations, and the degree to which the goals of the Committee are being met.
(CB-39-2013)
SUBDIVISION 14. - BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT RESERVE PROGRAM.
Sec. 10A-158.01. - Business Development Reserve Program.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall develop and implement a program designed to encourage and assist County-based
small businesses to contract with the County for goods and services. Such program shall be called the Business
Development Reserve Program, and shall include the establishment of a sheltered market program, expedited
procurement process, and other preferences for eligible businesses.
(b)
Business Development Reserve Program Sheltered Market. The Director of Central Services shall make good
faith efforts to reach an annual goal of awarding at least Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) in procurement
contracting and subcontracting to County-based small businesses enrolled in the Business Development Reserve
Program. Written notice of these opportunities shall be submitted to eligible enrollees in the Business
Development Reserve Program. The goal stated herein is subject to availability of funds in the annual County
budget. The Purchasing Agent may adjust the goal during the fiscal year in order to select the most appropriate
opportunities for the program and to maximize opportunities for enrollees.
(c)
Rules and regulations for the Business Development Reserve Program shall be promulgated by the Purchasing
Agent in accordance with this Section and shall govern the implementation and administration of the Business
Development Reserve Program.
(CB-33-2012; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-33-2012 provides that these provisions shall be abrogated and be of no further
force and effect after June 30, 2015.
CB-74-2016 reestablished the Business Development Reserve Program effective April 1, 2017.
SUBDIVISION 15. - CONTRACT MODIFICATIONS.
Sec. 10A-158.02. - Contract Modifications.
Any contract modification whose dollar percentage is in excess of 25% of the original contract or whose dollar
amount is in excess of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) shall require that the County Council is given
a copy of such modification and the original contract by the Administrative Review Committee and the using
agency.
(CB-15-2013)
SUBDIVISION 16. - CLEAN RENEWABLE ENERGY TECHNOLOGY IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
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Sec. 10A-158.03. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Subdivision, the following words have the meaning indicated.
(1)
Clean renewable energy technology means technology or a system that employs geothermal heating and cooling,
solar hot water, wind, solar electricity generation, or solar thermal generation. Clean renewable energy
technology shall also include passive solar energy generation that reduces energy use from other sources by at
least twenty percent (20%).
(2)
Cost effective means where the cost of installing clean renewable energy technology on a new or major
renovation of a public building is not projected to exceed the projected cost savings of the installation within the
first fifteen (15) years after the commencement of the installation.
(3)
Major renovation means when the square footage of the building being renovated is fifty percent (50%) or
greater of the building's gross floor area.
(4)
Projected total cost means the estimated cost required to construct or renovate a building, including building
systems, interior finishes, site infrastructure, connections to existing utilities, landscaping, and sidewalks and
parking lots built for the immediate use of the building.
(5)
Public building means a permanent building which will be owned, partially owned or controlled by a County
agency and which is either used by the public or enclosed by walls and roof to allow County employees to use or
occupy the building on a regular basis for a significant part of their work. Public building shall also include
County libraries.
(CB-83-2013)
Sec. 10A-158.04. - Clean renewable energy technology; requirement.
(a)
A contract for the construction of a public building or for the major renovation of a public building shall require
the use of clean renewable energy technology. The building shall have installed a minimum of one kilowatt of
clean renewable energy technology for every one thousand (1,000) square feet of gross floor area subject to
Subsection (b) below. Ground mounted clean renewable energy technology on or directly adjacent to the
building lot may be used to meet this requirement.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent shall limit the size of the clean renewable energy technology installation if the upfront
cost of the installation is projected to exceed two percent (2%) of the projected total cost of the new building or
renovation unless the expenditures have been transferred to the project under Section 10A-158.05(b), in which
case the expenditures upfront cost shall be limited to four percent (4%) of the projected total cost.
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(CB-83-2013)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-83-2013 (DR-3) provides that this provision applies to all new or major
renovation public building projects that have not been issued a Detailed Site Plan or Specific Design Plan or
started design before January 1, 2014.
Sec. 10A-158.05. - Project feasibility assessment.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent or his designee shall perform a feasibility assessment to determine whether the new
construction project or the major renovation project of a public building can be retrofitted to include clean
renewable energy technology primarily based on whether the project is cost effective as defined in this
Subsection. Other factors may include, but not be limited to: the cost to the County, safety and security concerns,
the cost savings from the installation, clean energy job creation, clean renewable energy technology capacity of
the building, the environmental benefits, technological feasibility, and zoning regulations.
(b)
If the Purchasing Agent determines that installing clean renewable energy technology on a new or major
renovation public building project is not feasible, the Purchasing Agent shall transfer expenditures from the
project equivalent to two percent (2%) of the projected total cost for use in another applicable project, unless no
applicable projects exist in the Capital Improvement Program pursuant to Subtitle 2, Division 42. Fund transfers
between projects under this Section shall be approved by resolution of the County Council and the funds
transferred between projects shall remain in the appropriated tier of the new or major renovation public building
project.
(CB-83-2013)
Sec. 10A-158.06. - Alternative financing.
(a)
Alternative financing arrangements to allow leveraging of federal, state, utility and other incentives, including
but not limited to grants, lease-purchase agreements, power purchase agreements or energy savings performance
contracts, qualify to meet the clean renewable energy technology requirement under this Subdivision.
(b)
The purchase of Renewable Energy Credits ("RECs") does not constitute compliance with the requirements of
this Subdivision.
(CB-83-2013)
DIVISION 7. - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
Sec. 10A-159. - Legislative findings and policy.
(a)
The County government finds that the public interest will be served by encouraging businesses to locate and
remain in Prince George's County through the provision of local bid and proposal preferences and participation
requirements for County-based businesses and County-based small businesses in the award of contracts in direct
government procurement.
(b)
1209/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The County government finds that the local bid and proposal preferences and local participation requirements in
direct government procurement prescribed in Subdivision 1 of this Division will serve the public interest
because the resulting growth and development of County-based businesses and County-based small businesses
will have a significant, positive impact on the economic health of the County by, among other things, increasing
the County's commercial tax revenue and improving access to good paying careers for local residents. This will
help achieve the public interest objective of diversifying and enlarging the County's tax base that funds vital
public services, which is currently overly reliant on residential property taxes.
(c)
The County government finds that the local bid and proposal preferences and local participation requirements in
direct government procurement prescribed in Subdivision 1 of this Division will serve the public interest
objective of rewarding those businesses which contribute the most to the County's economy, especially Countybased small businesses, which are the most likely businesses to create jobs for County residents.
(d)
The County government finds that because of the lack of local career opportunities for County residents, only
forty percent (40%) of the jobs in the County are held by County residents (sixty percent (60%) are held by nonCounty residents) and approximately sixty percent (60%) of the County's resident workforce works outside of
the County on a daily basis, the highest percentage of out-migration of a local workforce of any jurisdiction in
the Washington DC Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which:
(1)
Leads to insufficient and inconsistent daytime consumer spending in local businesses, including retail and
professional services, which hurts the County's commercial tax base; and
(2)
Causes longer commute times for local residents and contributes to worsening traffic congestion, which is
among the worst in the nation; expensive road repair and maintenance costs to county taxpayers; and reduced
time for parental supervision of county school-aged children by working parents.
(e)
The County government finds that the lack of local career opportunities for County residents contributes to the
County having the highest poverty and unemployment rates among suburban jurisdictions in the Washington DC
MSA and having the highest foreclosure and uninsured rates of any jurisdiction in the State of Maryland. The
lack of nearby career opportunities limits access to employment for low-to-moderate income County residents
who have more limited transportation options.
(f)
The County government finds that too few of the existing career and business opportunities related to
government funded projects benefit County residents, which contributes in part to the overall lack of
employment and business opportunities in the County for County residents, particularly low-to-moderate income
residents, County-based businesses, and County-based small businesses. Further, the County government finds
that from 2000 to 2011, there was little to no new net job creation in the County, despite nearly an 8% increase
in the County's population.
(g)
The County government finds a substantial reason and basis for the County resident hiring goals prescribed in
Subdivision 2 of this Division, including the goal that at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the work hours on
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direct government procurement, be worked by County residents, because the County resident hiring goals will
serve the County's public and proprietary interest by:
(1)
Reducing the out-migration of the local workforce, which will increase local consumer spending in county
businesses and increase the County's commercial tax base;
(2)
Helping reduce the County's worsening traffic congestion, road repair costs, and commute times for working
parents; and
(3)
Increasing access to nearby career opportunities for County residents with jobs paying a prevailing wage and
likely to include health and other benefits, which will reduce the County's unemployment, uninsured,
foreclosure, and poverty rates and assist County residents in affording the high cost of living in the Washington
DC MSA.
(h)
The County government finds that the County resident hiring goals prescribed in Subdivision 2 of this Division,
including the goal that at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the work hours on direct government procurements be
worked by County residents, will not unduly burden or unreasonably restrict access to employment in the
County for out of state residents. Because Subdivision 2 of this Division only requires a demonstration of "best
efforts" to meet the local hiring goals (rather than requiring employers to meet the local hiring percentages
themselves), in addition to including the appropriate exceptions, the provisions of Subdivision 2 of this Division
are not unnecessarily broad and are sufficiently flexible and tailored to achieve the public interest objectives
outlined in this Section.
(i)
The County government finds that County-based minority business enterprises undergo extensive certification
review through their existing minority business enterprise certification procedures, which establish their
principal places of operation and typically contain size of business restrictions, like the Maryland Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Minority or Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (MBE/DBE) Program, and which are
comparably rigorous to County-based business and County-based small business certification under this Subtitle.
It is in the public interest to reduce the redundancy and regulatory burden of County-based business and Countybased small business certification procedures for businesses that have already been approved for minority
business enterprise certification.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016)
Sec. 10A-159.01. - Waiver.
(a)
A waiver from the participation requirements set forth in this Division, in accordance with the waiver procedures
prescribed in this Division, shall be granted for contracts as follows:
(1)
A contract valued five hundred thousand dollars or more shall be subject to a written waiver from the Purchasing
Agent that is approved by the Chief Administrative Officer or his designee and will not be subject to the
participation requirements in Division 7 Economic Development in this Subtitle;
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(2)
A contract with a total value greater than twenty-five hundred dollars and less than five hundred thousand
dollars shall be subject to a written waiver by the Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee and will
not be subject to the participation requirements in Division 7 Economic Development of this Subtitle.
(CB-115-2017; CB-13-2020)
SUBDIVISION 1. - COUNTY-BASED SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE.
Sec. 10A-160. - Reserved.
Sec. 10A-161. - County-based business participation requirements.
(a)
For any procurement that is greater than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) in total value for which a
County agency or the County government secures competitive bids or proposals the Purchasing Agent shall
require the following:
(1)
At least forty percent (40%) certified County-based small business participation; provided, that the costs of
materials, goods, and supplies shall not be counted towards the forty percent (40%) participation requirement,
unless such materials, goods, and supplies are purchased from County-based small businesses; and
(2)
A bid or proposal responding to a solicitation shall be deemed nonresponsive and shall be rejected by the
Purchasing Agent if it fails to meet the forty percent (40%) minimum certified County-based small business
participation requirement in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, unless the participation requirement is waived
pursuant to Section 10A-159.01.
(3)
Any existing procurement contract or agreement entered into after November 15, 2016 and for which a County
agency or the County government secured competitive bids or proposals, including any existing multiyear
contract or extended contract, entered into after November 15, 2016 that does not include at least forty percent
(40%) certified County-based small business participation as prescribed in this Subsection at the time of any
contemplated exercise of an option, extension, or renewal, including automatic extensions or renewals (e.g.
"evergreen" contracts or agreements), shall not be renewed or extended.
(b)
If the Purchasing Agent determines in writing that there are insufficient responsible County-based small
businesses to completely fulfill the requirement of Paragraph (1) of Subsection (a) for a particular procurement
or if the requirement would result in the loss of federal or state funds or grants, the Purchasing Agent may waive
the participation requirements of Division 7 pursuant to Section 10A-159.01.
(c)
In all bids for the construction of public works, if the work is to be subcontracted by the bidder, every bidder, in
order to be considered a responsive bidder, shall be required to subcontract with County-based minority business
enterprises for at least twenty percent (20%) of the total dollar volume of the contract price unless such bidder is
itself a County-based minority business enterprise or minority business enterprise.
(d)
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The Purchasing Agent shall, for all contracts, consult with the Supplier Development and Diversity Division in
order to determine whether subcontracting is appropriate. If subcontracting is determined to be appropriate, the
Purchasing Agent shall include a mandatory County-based minority business enterprise subcontract clause that
requires up to twenty percent (20%) of the contract's total value be performed by one or more County-based
minority business enterprises or minority business enterprises.
(e)
Failure to apply the applicable provisions of a procurement award shall render the procurement award and/or
contract or agreement void.
(f)
On a case by case basis, for any procurement subject to the requirements of Subsection (a) of this Section, the
Purchasing Agent may require more than forty percent (40%) certified County-based small business
participation if the Purchasing Agent determines that there is a sufficient number of County-based small
businesses to justify a higher certified County-based small business participation requirement.
(g)
The Prince George's County Supply Schedule Program. There is established a Prince George's County Supply
Schedule (PGCSS) program, a sheltered-market procurement program shall be awarded only to County-based
small businesses. The PGCSS program may consist of multiple award schedules or other procurement programs
established by the Purchasing Agent.
(1)
Pursuant to Section 10A-138, the Director of Central Services shall propose to the County Council the PGCSS a
list of North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) industry classifications or comparable
categories of goods or services that shall only be available for bid or award among County-based small
businesses, County-based minority business enterprises and/or County-based businesses during the next fiscal
year, based on the capacity and prevalence of County-based small businesses, County-based minority business
enterprises and/or County-based businesses within those industry categories. The proposed PGCSS is subject to
approval by resolution of the County Council or the PGCSS proposed by the Director of Central Services shall
go into effect for the next fiscal year.
(2)
A PGCSS contract may be awarded by:
(A)
Any source selection method authorized by this Subtitle;
(B)
A contract with a contractor who maintains a price agreement or schedule with any federal agency so long as the
contract does not authorize a price higher than is contained in the contract between the federal agency and the
contractor; or
(C)
A contract with a contractor who agrees to adopt the same pricing schedule for the same goods or services as
that of a contractor who maintains a price agreement or schedule with any federal agency if the contract does not
authorize a price higher than is contained in the contract between the federal agency and the contractor.
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(3)
The Purchasing Agent or the Purchasing Agent's designee may issue a waiver subject to 10A-159.01.
(h)
If the Purchasing Agent determines there is a sufficient number of responsible firms in the respective
procurement's industry area(s), the Purchasing Agent may restrict any competitive procurement subject to this
Subtitle for solicitation and award to prime bidders or prime proposers that are County-based small businesses.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-2-2020)
Sec. 10A-162. - County agency local procurement goals.
(a)
Each County agency, including, but not limited to, each County agency that procures in whole or in part through
the Office of Central Services, shall use its "best efforts" to exercise its procurement authority so as to meet, on
an annual basis, the goal of procuring at least fifty percent (50%) of the dollar volume of its goods and services,
including, but not limited to, construction goods and services, to County-based businesses and at least thirty
percent (30%) to County-based small businesses; and
(b)
The dollar volume referenced in Subsection (a) of this Section shall be based on the expendable budget of the
County agency.
(c)
For any procurement subject to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, or 10A-114 of this Subtitle with a total value equal
to or less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000), each County agency or the Purchasing Agent shall
set-aside the procurement only for award to County-based small businesses, subject to Paragraphs (1)—(3) of
this Subsection.
(1)
A County agency shall not be required to set aside a procurement for County-based small businesses under this
Subsection if there are not at least two (2) County-based small businesses that can sufficiently provide the
services or goods which are the subject of the procurement. For procurements subject to 10A-112, a County
agency may also refuse to set aside a procurement for County-based small businesses under this Subsection if
the agency determines that the lowest County-based small business bid is for a price that is twelve percent (12%)
or more above the likely price on the open market.
(2)
Only if a County agency satisfies the requirements of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection and receives written
approval from the Purchasing Agent may the County agency thereafter award the procurement in the open
market, subject to all of the other applicable preferences prescribed in this Subdivision.
(3)
Any existing contract or agreement, including any existing multiyear contract or extended contract, for a
procurement funded by a County agency or the County government with a total value equal to or less than Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) that was not set-aside for County-based small businesses or Countybased businesses pursuant to the requirements of this Section, at the time of any contemplated exercise of an
option, extension, or renewal, including automatic extensions or renewals (e.g. "evergreen" contracts or
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agreements), shall not be renewed or extended. This Paragraph shall not apply to a contract or agreement for a
procurement with greater than fifty percent (50%) certified County-based small business participation.
(d)
The Purchasing Agent may waive the requirements of Subsection (c) of this Section for a procurement if the
Purchasing Agent certifies in writing that such a requirement would result in the loss of federal or state funds.
(e)
If a County agency fails to meet any of the goals set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section or otherwise fails to
comply with this Division, the County Executive, or the County Council by resolution, may require that a
portion of the agency's procurements be made part of a set-aside program for County-based businesses and/or
County-based small businesses. A County agency in violation of this Division may also be subject to a
temporary or permanent reduction in its proposed budget allocation in the annual County budget process.
(f)
As a condition of receiving funding from the County government, a non-County agency or entity that receives
more than fifty percent (50%) of its annual budget in the most recent fiscal year from funds received from or
administered by a County agency or the County government shall comply with the same goals and requirements
as a County agency under Subsections (a), (b) and (e) of this Section, unless the non-County agency or entity
certifies in writing to the County Council and the County Executive that such compliance would violate federal
or state law.
(g)
Annual County Agency Procurement Forecast. By July 1 of each year, the Director of Central Services shall
publish on a central designated website a forecast of procurement opportunities for each County agency for the
next fiscal year. Each County agency shall expeditiously comply with any information requests from the Office
of Central Services in the collection of information to comply with this Subsection. The Director of Central
Services shall provide a courtesy electronic copy of the County Agency Procurement Forecast to a designated
representative of the Prince George's Chamber of Commerce, Greater Prince George's Business Roundtable, and
the Prince George's Community College.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017)
Sec. 10A-163. - County-based business certification requirements.
(a)
Except as provided for in Subsection (g), below, a business that seeks to be certified as a County-based business
shall make application to the Purchasing Agent on a form provided by the Purchasing Agent. Such an
application shall not be approved by the Purchasing Agent unless the business:
(1)
Requires that its chief executive officer and the highest level managerial employees of the business maintain
their offices and perform their managerial functions in the County;
(2)
Files a written certificate that the business is not delinquent in the payment of any County taxes, charges, fees,
rents or claims;
(3)
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Files a copy of a federal tax return filed with the Internal Revenue Service establishing that the business has
continuously operated within Prince George's County within the preceding twelve (12) months;
(4)
Files documentation showing that during the preceding twelve (12) months the business has continuously
maintained a valid business license or permit;
(5)
Files documentation showing that during the preceding twelve (12) months the business has continuously
occupied an office within the County, as its principal place of operation; and
(6)
Files documentation showing that:
(i)
More than fifty percent (50%) of the business' full-time employees are County residents; or
(ii)
The owners of more than fifty percent (50%) of the business are County residents; or
(iii)
More than (fifty percent) 50% of the assets of the business, excluding bank accounts, are located in the County;
or
(iv)
More than (fifty percent) 50% of the total sales or other revenues of the business are derived from transactions of
the business in the County.
(b)
Except as provided for in Subsection (g), below, a business that seeks to be certified as a County-based small
business shall make an application to the Purchasing Agent on a form provided by the Purchasing Agent. Such
an application shall not be approved by the Purchasing Agent unless:
(1)
The business meets the requirements of Section 10A-163(a); and
(2)
The business meets the definition of "small business" pursuant to the Code of Maryland Regulations
("COMAR") 21.01.02.01(80); or
(3)
The business meets the federal definition of "small business concern" in Part 121 of Title 13 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.
(c)
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Once an application for certification is approved under this Section by the Purchasing Agent, a copy of the
approved application shall be expeditiously transmitted to the County Auditor.
(d)
A business whose application is approved for certification as a County-based small business is automatically
certified as a County-based business.
(e)
Nonprofit entities that satisfy the applicable requirements of this Section are eligible to be certified as Countybased businesses and County-based small businesses.
(f)
A business that is certified as a County-based business or County-based small business shall meet the
requirements of certification under this Section continuously after the date the business's application for
certification is approved by the Purchasing Agent or the business's certification shall be void. In such instances,
the business must re-apply pursuant to the requirements of this Section to be certified as a County-based
business or a County-based small business.
(g)
Reducing redundant certifications.
(1)
A business that is certified as a minority business enterprise (MBE) pursuant to Section 10A-101(a)(26), whose
certification indicates that the business's principal address, principal place of operation, or domicile is within
Prince George's County, Maryland, shall be automatically deemed by the Supplier Development and Diversity
Division and the Purchasing Agent to be a certified County-based minority business enterprise and Countybased business under this Subtitle without further application or certification, provided that, the business
provides the Supplier Development and Diversity Division a copy of a federal tax return filed with the Internal
Revenue Service establishing that the business has continuously operated within the County within the
preceding twelve (12) months.
(2)
A County-based minority business enterprise whose approved MBE certification also meets the requirements of
Section 10A-163(g) (1) shall be automatically deemed to be a certified County-based small business under this
Subtitle by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division and the Purchasing Agent without further
application or certification, provided that the business provides the Supplier Development and Diversity
Division a copy of a federal tax return filed with the Internal Revenue Service establishing that the business has
continuously operated within the County within the preceding twelve (12) months. Approved MBE certifications
that meet the requirements of this Paragraph shall include
(A)
MDOT certification in accordance with COMAR 21.11.03, provided such certified business conforms to the
requirements of Section 10A-101(a)(26) of this Subtitle;
(B)
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) certification in accordance with 49 CFR Part 26, provided such DBE
certification is accepted by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division and such certified business
conforms to the requirements of Section 10A-101(a)(26) of this Subtitle; and
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(C)
Other MBE or DBE certifications accepted by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division and determined
to include comparable size of business standards by the Supplier Development and Diversity Division, provided
such certified businesses conform to the requirements of Section 10A-101(a)(26) of this Subtitle.
(3)
Valid MBE or DBE certification status in accordance with this Subsection and the submission to the Supplier
Development and Diversity Division of a copy of a federal tax return filed with the Internal Revenue Service
establishing that the business has continuously operated within the County within the preceding twelve (12)
months shall satisfy the documentation requirements for any County-based business or County-based small
business certification renewal for County-based minority business enterprises.
(h)
Validity during renewal review. At the time of any certification renewal, an existing certification authorized by
this Division shall continue to be valid during the pendency of review of the business entity's certification by the
Supplier Development and Diversity Division or the Office of Central Services, provided that the business
submitted the required renewal documents and other information, and such documents were received by the
Supplier Development and Diversity Division or the Office of Central Services on or before the expiration date
of the business's certification. The Supplier Development and Diversity Division or the Office of Central
Services shall request in full all documents and information required for renewal in writing to the certified
business entity at least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration date of the business entity's certification or the
expiration date shall be extended until ninety (90) days after the complete written request is sent to the subject
certified business entity.
(i)
In addition to the provisions of Subsection (g), above, the Purchasing Agent may utilize an expedited process for
any certification renewal under this Division, including the submission of a (i) a "no change" affidavit, (ii) a
copy of a federal tax return filed with the Internal Revenue Service establishing that the business has operated
within the County within the preceding twelve (12) months, and (iii) a certificate of good standing with the
Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation, to satisfy the documentation requirements for
certification renewal.
(j)
On a case by case basis, the Purchasing Agent may require additional information for verification purposes at
the Purchasing Agent's discretion.
(k)
A joint venture entity, where a County-based business, County-based minority business enterprise, or Countybased small business owns, without condition, a majority (more than 50%) of the joint venture entity's assets and
is entitled, without condition, to a majority (more than 50%) of the joint venture entity's revenues and profits, is
eligible to be certified as a County-based business, County-based minority business enterprise, or County-based
small business, respectively, provided that the majority ownership of the joint venture entity satisfies the
respective requirements of this Section.
(CB-17-2011; CB-19-2014; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017; CB-2-2020)
Editor's note— CR-123-2013 allows businesses to register temporarily until July 1, 2015, to obtain certification
as a County-based business if the business domicile and principal place of operation is located in Prince
George's County, MD, as determined by the Director of Central Services, and is (a) certified as a minority
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business enterprise pursuant to Section 10A-101(a)(26); (b) certified as a socially or economically disadvantaged
business pursuant to 13 CFR Part 124-8(a) by the Small Business Administration; or (c) certified as a HUBZone
small business concern pursuant to 13 CFR 126 by the Small Business Administration.
Sec. 10A-163.01. - Temporary Certification.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent may grant temporary certification to those who have submitted applications to become
certified as a County-based business, County-based small business, County-located Business, and Minority
Business Enterprise for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days from the date the certification application is
submitted to the County.
(b)
The Purchasing Agent may promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation and administration of
temporary certification as a County-based business, County-based small business, County-located Business, and
Minority Business Enterprise.
(CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-164. - Enforcement of County-based business assistance.
(a)
For the entire duration of the procurement contract or agreement, any vendor given a preference under this
Division or subject to the business participation requirements under this Division shall maintain no less than the
percentage of participation stated in the winning bid or proposal. Failure to comply with this Division may
subject any vendor given a business preference under this Division, or that is subject to business participation
requirements under this Division to a penalty, to include monetary fines of up to five percent (5%) of the value
of the contract for each violation, a cancellation of the contract or agreement, or suspension or debarment of the
vendor under Section 10A-148 of this Subtitle.
(1)
A vendor may request a waiver of the requirements of this Section by the Purchasing Agent. On a case by case
basis, such a waiver request may be granted by the Purchasing Agent if "best efforts" by the vendor to comply
have been demonstrated as prescribed in Subsection (e) of this Section.
(b)
Any vendor given a County-based business preference under this Division or subject to the County-based small
business participation requirements of Section 10A-161 shall submit a semi-annual report within thirty (30)
calendar days after the end of each quarter to the Purchasing Agent, the County Auditor, and a compliance
manager designated by the County Council that provides:
(1)
The percentage and U.S. dollar value of certified County-based business participation and certified Countybased small business participation in the most recent semi-annual period, including reporting the percentage and
U.S. dollar value of certified County-based business participation and certified County-based small business
participation for the period from the beginning of the calendar year to the reporting date;
(2)
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The name and principal place of operation of each business receiving payment under the procurement in the
most recent semi-annual period, including the U.S. dollar value and percentage of the total contract dollars paid
in the most recent 3 month period to each business; and
(3)
The expected percentage and U.S. dollar value of certified County-based business participation and certified
County-based small business participation in the next 12 month period.
(c)
At the discretion of the Purchasing Agent or the County Auditor, any vendor given a business preference under
this Division or subject to the business participation requirements of this Division shall be subject to an audit of
documents or other information deemed necessary by the Purchasing Agent or the County Auditor to verify
compliance with this Section upon thirty (30) calendar days written notice, including, but not limited to, copies
of any contracts with subcontractors or other vendors.
(d)
The Purchasing Agent shall make compliance with this Subdivision a written condition of any contract or
agreement for any procurement subject to Sections 10A-112, 10A-113, and 10A-114 of this Subtitle, by
including a mandatory written compliance clause in every such contract or agreement.
(e)
In this Subdivision, the term "best efforts" means efforts to the maximum extent practicable have been made to
meet the requirement. A vendor given a County-based business preference under this Division or subject to the
County-based small business participation requirements under this Division shall not be deemed to have
demonstrated "best efforts" under Subsection (a) of this Section where there is a sufficient number of Countybased businesses or County-based small businesses to enable the vendor to meet the requirements of Subsection
(a) of this Section. A waiver authorized by Paragraph (1) of Subsection (a) of this Section shall not be granted
unless the vendor seeking the waiver:
(1)
Provides a detailed written statement of the reasons the vendor is unable to maintain its percentages of Countybased business or County-based small business participation;
(2)
Provides a detailed written statement of its efforts to maintain its percentages of County-based business or
County-based small business participation, including the precise reasons and justifications for the departure of
County-based businesses and County-based small businesses from the procurement since the initial award of the
procurement and the vendor's efforts to contact and negotiate with other County-based businesses or Countybased small businesses including:
(A)
The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the County-based businesses or County-based small businesses
that were contacted and the dates such County-based businesses were contacted, and
(B)
A description of the information provided to County-based businesses or County-based small businesses
regarding the descriptions of services or goods sought for the procurement, including plans, specifications and
anticipated time schedule for any portions of the work to be performed, where applicable;
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(3)
As to each County-based business or County-based small businesses that placed a subcontract or other quotation
or offer which the vendor considered not to be acceptable, a detailed written statement that includes sufficient
reasons for this conclusion;
(4)
A written list of County-based businesses or County-based small businesses found to be unavailable to perform
under the procurement; and
(5)
Provides a detailed description demonstrating that the vendor made sufficient efforts to assist interested Countybased businesses or County-based small businesses in obtaining bonding, lines of credit, or insurance required
by the vendor.
Based on an analysis of the information provided by the vendor seeking a waiver authorized by Paragraph (1) of
Subsection (a) of this Section and an analysis by the Purchasing Agent of the availability of County-based
businesses or County-based small businesses that provide services or goods that are the subject of the
procurement, the Purchasing Agent shall determine whether "best efforts" to comply have been demonstrated by
the vendor and whether to propose to grant the vendor's request for a waiver authorized by Paragraph (1) of
Subsection (a) of this Section, subject to the approvals required by this Section. If the Purchasing Agent does
propose to grant a waiver authorized by Paragraph (1) of Subsection (a) of this Section, the Purchasing Agent
shall propose a new minimum percentage requirement for County-based business participation or County-based
small business participation for the vendor's procurement based on the availability of County-based businesses
or County-based small businesses that provide services or goods that are the subject of the procurement, subject
to the approvals required by this Section.
(f)
Small Business Subcontracting Plan required. Where the prime contractor is not a County-based small business,
the forty percent (40%) County-based small business participation requirement of Sections 10A-161(a) and 10A114(b) shall be governed by a Small Business Subcontracting Plan, submitted by the prime contractor.
(1)
Small Business Subcontracting Plan is a written plan listing all subcontracts, including individual contract
values, between the prime contractor (contract award recipient) and County-based small businesses; and
between County-based small businesses and Non-County-based small businesses and all lower tier Countybased small business subcontractors for the procurement.
(2)
At the time of bid or proposal submission for procurements subject to Section 10A-161(a) or prior to the
execution of a contract between the County and any vendor for a procurement subject to Section 10A-114(b), the
prime contractor(s) shall submit a Small Business Subcontracting Plan executed by the prime contractor and all
of the subcontractors being utilized to fulfill the forty percent (40%) County-based small business participation
requirement of Section 10A-161(a) or 10A-114(b).
(A)
For procurements subject to Section 10A-161(a), any bid or proposal that does not meet the requirements of this
Subsection shall be deemed nonresponsive.
(B)
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Any prime contractor failing to comply in good faith with the components of its Small Business Subcontracting
Plan is in material breach of its contract with the County.
(C)
A prime contractor may only modify its Small Business Subcontracting Plan, including modifying its
subcontractors, for cause stated in writing, with the approval of the Purchasing Agent, provided that the prime
contractor continues to comply with the participation requirements of Sections 10A-161(a) or 10A-114(b). A
County-based small business subcontractor can only be removed or have its participation (in contract value)
reduced in the Small Business Subcontracting Plan due to incapability to adequately perform the work required
under the procurement contract.
(D)
The Purchasing Agent shall reject any Small Business Subcontracting Plan that does not comply with this
Subsection.
(3)
This Subsection shall become effective on October 1, 2017.
(g)
The Office of Central Services shall maintain a copy (in electronic or hard copy form) of the final executed
version of every procurement contract or agreement (including purchase orders) authorized by this Subtitle
including any subsequent contract amendments or modifications.
(h)
Certified business participation under this Subtitle, including for County-based minority business enterprises,
County-based small businesses, County-based businesses, minority business enterprises, and County-located
businesses, shall not include business activity whereby the certified firm's role is limited to that of an extra
participant in a transaction, contract, or project through which funds are passed in order to obtain the appearance
of certified business participation. The Purchasing Agent may also adopt regulations establishing standards to
ensure that certified firms are performing "commercially useful functions" for the purposes of certified business
participation determinations.
(CB-17-2011; CB-92-2012; CB-67-2014; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017)
Sec. 10A-164.01. - Mentor-Protégé Program authorized.
(a)
The Director of Central Services is authorized to establish a program (in this Subtitle, "Mentor-Protégé
Program") whereby a contractor (in this Section, "mentor contractor") may be required, as a condition of
qualification of a bid or proposal for a procurement authorized under this Subtitle, to participate as a mentor in
the Mentor-Protégé Program in accordance with this Section ("Mentor-Protégé Program Requirement"). The
Director of Central Services may impose a Mentor-Protégé Program Requirement on a procurement by
procurement basis, a broader requirement on multiple procurements, or on procurements by industry area.
(1)
Mentor Protégé Program Requirement. A mentor contractor shall comply with all of the following to participate
as a mentor in the Mentor-Protégé Program:
(A)
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The mentor contractor shall enter into a written mentor-protégé agreement approved by the Director of Central
Services (in this Section, "mentor agreement") with specific County-based small businesses or County-based
minority business enterprises to develop their capacity in becoming self-sufficient, competitive, and profitable
business enterprises through joint venture entities, prime and subcontractor relationships, bonding and financial
support, or other partnerships approved by the Director of Central Services;
(B)
The County-based small businesses or County-based minority business enterprises, or combination thereof, that
have entered into the mentor agreement as protégés, for a procurement with a Mentor-Protégé Program
Requirement, shall self-perform at least twenty (20) percent of the value of the procurement; and
(C)
The mentor contractor shall comply with the terms of the mentor agreement.
(2)
The Director of Central Services shall have power to enter into service and reimbursement agreements with
associations of local businesses, local, state and federal small and minority business assistance offices, and other
organizations that provide assistance in the recruitment and placement of County-based small businesses or
County-based minority business enterprises, pertaining to the provision of training and related assistance to
current or prospective County-based small businesses and County-based minority business enterprises. The
Director of Central Services shall also have power to enter into cooperative agreements with non-county
agencies and entities for the inclusion of additional procurement activities in the Mentor-Protégé Program.
(3)
The Director of Central Services may rescind any procurement award authorized under this Subtitle with a
Mentor-Protégé Program Requirement where the Director of Central Services determines that the participating
mentor contractor has failed to comply with the terms of the mentor agreement.
(b)
The Director of Central Services is authorized to adopt rules and regulations for the proper administration and
enforcement of this Section, including regulations governing mentor agreements, participating contractors, and
the related procurements.
(CB-4-2020)
Sec. 10A-165. - Unbundling required.
The County Executive or the County Executive's designee shall establish procedures to ensure that solicitations
are subdivided and unbundled and that smaller procurements are created to the extent feasible and fiscally
prudent. Where the award or bidding of project design work (also including architecture and engineering work)
(the "design phase") and project construction work (the "build phase") for a public works project is bundled as
one solicitation or award, the procurement shall be subject to the participation requirements of Section 10A161(a) or 10A-114(b) of this Subtitle separately for (i) the project design work and (ii) the project construction
work.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016)
Sec. 10A-166. - Compliance of Existing Contracts at Renewal or Extension.
At the time of any contemplated exercise of an option, extension, or renewal, including automatic extensions or
renewals (e.g. "evergreen" contracts or agreements), the Purchasing Agent shall require that any existing
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contract or agreement for a procurement funded by a County agency or the County government (including, but
not limited to, any contract or procurement awarded pursuant to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, 10A-114, or 10A115 of this Subtitle or any existing multiyear contract or extended contract) be amended to comply with the
requirements of this Division or the contract or agreement shall not be renewed or extended by the County
government or County agency.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016)
Sec. 10A-167. - Regulations authorized.
The County Executive may promulgate regulations to govern the implementation of this Subdivision, provided
that such regulations are consistent with the provisions of this Subdivision. Any such regulations must be
approved by the County Council.
(CB-17-2011)
SUBDIVISION 2. - FIRST SOURCE HIRING PROGRAM AND LOCAL HIRING REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 10A-168. - First Source Registry created.
(a)
The Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division shall maintain
a First Source Registry. The First Source Registry shall consist of the names of veterans, unemployed, low-tomoderate income (defined as being within three hundred percent (300%) of federal poverty guidelines), and
general job-seeking individuals who are County residents. The Registry shall be the first source for hiring all
new hire positions on procurement projects funded by a County agency or the County government. The Prince
George's County Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division may require from residents
seeking to be listed in the First Source Registry such documentation that it deems necessary to verify
unemployment, income, veteran-status, and residency information (pursuant to the requirements set forth in
Section 10A-101(14.1)) for the purposes of this Subdivision. The Prince George's County Economic
Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division shall give the Purchasing Agent constant access to the
information in the First Source Registry and access upon request to any information provided by residents
pursuant to this Subsection.
(b)
In compiling and maintaining the First Source Registry, the Prince George's County Economic Development
Corporation's Workforce Services Division shall contact community organizations, organized labor locals, civic
and citizens associations, and nonprofit institutions for names and other relevant contact information of
unemployed, low-to-moderate income, and general job seeking County residents. Only County residents are
eligible to be listed or included in the First Source Registry.
(CB-17-2011)
Sec. 10A-169. - First Source and Local Hiring Agreements required; local hiring requirement.
(a)
The Purchasing Agent shall require prior to the execution and as a condition of the performance of any contracts
or agreements for procurements greater than $500,000 in contract value, awarded pursuant to Section 10A-112,
10A-113, or 10A-114 of this Subtitle, at the time of initial contract execution or, effective as of January 1, 2014,
at the time of any exercise of contract renewal, option, or extension (including automatic renewal or extension),
a requirement that the business enter into a First Source and Local Hiring Agreement with the County which
states that:
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(1)
The first source for finding employees to fill all jobs created by the government-assisted project shall be the First
Source Registry;
(2)
The first source for finding employees to fill any vacancy occurring in all jobs covered by a First Source and
Local Hiring Agreement will be the First Source Registry; and
(3)
Compliance with this Section is a condition of the First Source and Local Hiring Agreement.
(b)
In selecting qualified County residents from the First Source Registry for interviews or other consideration for
employment for all jobs covered by each First Source and Local Hiring Agreement, the Prince George's County
Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division shall give first priority to referring veterans
who are County residents, second priority to referring unemployed County residents, third priority to referring
County residents within three hundred percent (300%) of federal poverty guidelines, and then fourth priority to
referring other job-seeking County residents.
(c)
Each business that is a signatory to a First Source and Local Hiring Agreement under a procurement contract
shall submit to the Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division
and the Purchasing Agent, by the fifth business day of every month following the execution of the First Source
and Local Hiring Agreement, an agreement compliance report for the project that includes the:
(1)
Number of employees needed;
(2)
Number of current employees transferred;
(3)
Number of new job openings created;
(4)
Number of jobs openings listed with the Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation's
Workforce Services Division;
(5)
(A)
For the reporting period (during the previous calendar month), the total number of County residents employed,
including new County resident hires, and total hours worked by County residents, and
(B)
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For the calendar year, the cumulative total number of County residents employed, including cumulative new
County resident hires, and cumulative work hours by County residents; and
(6)
(A)
For the reporting period (during the previous calendar month), the total number of employees employed,
including new hires, and total employee hours worked, and
(B)
For the calendar year, the cumulative total number of employees hired, including cumulative new hires, and
cumulative employee hours worked, including, for each employee:
(i)
Name;
(ii)
Job title;
(iii)
Hire date;
(iv)
Residence; and
(v)
Referral source for all new hires.
(d)
At least ten (10) calendar days prior to announcing an employment position, a business that is a signatory to a
First Source and Local Hiring Agreement under a procurement contract shall notify the Prince George's County
Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division of the available positions. If the County
resident interviewed or otherwise considered for the position is not hired, the business shall provide reasons why
the referred County resident was not hired. A good faith effort is required to hire the referred County resident, if
sufficiently qualified for the available position.
(e)
The requirements of Section 10A-168 and Subsections (a) through (d) of this Section, except for the reporting
requirements of Paragraphs (5) and (6) of Subsection (c) of this Section on a form provided by the Purchasing
Agent, shall not apply to procurement contracts in the construction industry, as defined by Sector 23 of the
current edition of the North American Industry Classification System ("NAICS"), for procurements funded by a
County agency or the County government if the procurement contract or agreement is governed by a project
labor agreement. The remaining requirements of this Subdivision shall apply to such procurement contracts,
agreements, or awards.
(f)
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For every procurement greater than $500,000 in contract value and subject to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, or
10A-114 of this Subtitle, the Purchasing Agent shall require "best efforts" to reach a minimum goal that at least
fifty-one percent (51%) of the annual man/woman hours (work hours), on both a total work hour and trade by
trade basis, be worked by County residents as a condition of any contract or agreement for a procurement funded
by a County agency, including requiring "best efforts" to reach a minimum goal that at least fifty-one percent
(51%) of the annual apprenticeship work hours on such contracts or agreements be worked by apprentices who
are County residents. The requirements of this Subsection extend to hiring by contractors and subcontractors on
procurements funded by a County agency under the supervision or control of the contractors and subcontractors.
(1)
In procurements funded by a County agency or the County government, competitive bids or proposals
responding to a bid or proposal solicitation, including, but not limited to, competitive bids pursuant to Section
10A-112 or competitive proposals pursuant to Section 10A-113, may be deemed nonresponsive and rejected by
the Purchasing Agent if the bid or proposal fails to demonstrate adequate capacity to meet the annual County
resident hiring goals of this Subsection in the judgment of the Purchasing Agent.
(2)
If a procurement subject to this Subsection fails to reach the minimum goal that at least fifty-one percent (51%)
of the annual man/woman hours (work hours) or fifty-one percent (51%) of the annual apprenticeship work
hours be worked by County residents, a waiver must be granted pursuant to Subsection (h) of this Section or the
procurement is subject to the penalties of Subsection (i) of this Section.
(3)
In order to meet the "best efforts" requirements of this Subsection, an employer required to comply with the
annual County resident hiring goals of this Subsection shall require any worker it employs that it deems to be a
County resident for the purposes of meeting the annual County resident hiring goals to submit documentation by
the end of the calendar year to the employer necessary to establish the worker's County residency pursuant to the
requirements set forth in Section 10A-101(14.1), including a copy of a filed Maryland state income tax return as
prescribed in Section 10A-101(14.1)(A)—(B) or an attestation as prescribed in Section 10A-101(14.1)(C)
establishing a Prince George's County domicile for the worker for the most recent full calendar year, unless the
worker has already submitted such documentation during the calendar year to the Prince George's County
Workforce Services Division pursuant to Section 10A-168(a). The employer shall transmit the documentation
required by this Paragraph submitted by its workers during the calendar year to the Prince George's County
Workforce Services Division and the Purchasing Agent by the tenth (10th) business day of the subsequent
calendar year or the employer shall be in noncompliance with the "best efforts" requirements of this Subsection
and subject to the penalties of Subsection (i) of this Section.
(g)
For procurements funded by a County agency or the County government greater than $500,000 in contract value
and awarded pursuant to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, or 10A-114 of this Subtitle, the Purchasing Agent shall
require compliance with this Subdivision as a written condition of the procurement contract or agreement or any
such contract or agreement shall be rendered void and illegal.
(h)
On a case by case basis, at the request of an employer required to comply with Subsection (f) of this Section, the
Purchasing Agent may waive the annual County resident hiring goals of Subsection (f) of this Section if the
Purchasing Agent finds that "best efforts" to comply with the annual County resident hiring goals by the
employer requesting the waiver have been demonstrated as prescribed in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. An
employer is only allowed to request and the Purchasing Agent is only allowed to grant a waiver authorized by
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this Subsection after the end of the calendar year for which the employer seeks the waiver and the waiver, if
granted, shall only apply for that calendar year.
(1)
For procurement contracts or agreements subject to approval by legislative act under Section 819 of the Charter,
a waiver authorized by this Subsection must be approved by the County Council. For procurement contracts or
agreements not subject to approval by legislative act under Section 819 of the Charter, notice of such a waiver,
including the information provided to the Purchasing Agent pursuant to Subparagraphs (A)—(D) of Paragraph
(2) of this Subsection, shall be sent to the County Council by the Purchasing Agent by no less than fourteen (14)
calendar days prior to the date of the County Executive's approval of the Purchasing Agent's decision to waive
the provisions of Subsection (f) of this Section.
(2)
The term "best efforts" in this Subdivision means efforts to the maximum extent practicable have been made to
meet the requirement. "Best efforts" by an employer required to comply with Subsection (f) of this Section shall
not be found and a waiver authorized by this Subsection shall not be granted unless the employer provides
written documentation to the Purchasing Agent demonstrating that:
(A)
Whenever employment opportunities became available during the calendar year, the employer made good faith
efforts to hire each County resident who applied or was referred for employment;
(B)
The employer sent written notifications during the calendar year to the Prince George's County Workforce
Services Division and community, labor, and workforce-related organizations and institutions identified by the
County Executive or the County Executive's designee whenever employment opportunities became available;
(C)
For each County resident who applied or was referred for employment during the calendar year, but was not
hired, the employer maintained written documentation that includes a sufficient explanation of the reason(s) the
County resident was not hired; and
(D)
The employer met other requirements during the calendar year determined by the Purchasing Agent.
Based on an analysis of the information provided by the employer seeking a waiver authorized by this
Subsection and an analysis by the Purchasing Agent of the sufficiency of the County's labor market, the
Purchasing Agent shall determine whether "best efforts" to comply have been demonstrated by the employer and
whether to grant the employer's request for a waiver authorized by this Subsection, subject to the approvals and
notice required by this Subsection. An employer must be in compliance with Paragraph (3) of Subsection (f) of
this Section in order to receive a waiver authorized by this Subsection. A waiver decision by the Purchasing
Agent authorized by this Subsection must be approved by the County Executive.
(i)
Failure to comply with this Section, for a procurement funded by a County agency or the County government,
may subject a signatory to a First Source and Local Hiring Agreement or any other entity required to comply
with this Subdivision to a penalty, to include monetary fines of up to twenty percent (20%) of the value of the
direct and indirect labor costs of the contract, as determined by the Purchasing Agent. For repeated violations of
this Section, a signatory to a First Source and Local Hiring Agreement or any other entity required to comply
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with this Subdivision may be subject to a cancellation of the procurement contract or agreement or suspension or
debarment of the signatory under Section 10A-148 of this Subtitle.
(j)
At the discretion of the Purchasing Agent or the County Auditor, any business that is a signatory to a First
Source and Local Hiring Agreement or any other entity required to comply with this Subdivision shall be subject
to an audit of documents or other information deemed necessary by the Purchasing Agent or the County Auditor
to verify compliance with this Section upon thirty (30) calendar days written notice.
(k)
Immediately upon execution, the Purchasing Agent shall expeditiously transmit a paper or electronic copy of
any signed First Source and Local Hiring Agreement to the Prince George's County Economic Development
Corporation's Workforce Services Division.
(l)
The Purchasing Agent may waive and adjust or modify the requirements of this Subdivision, on a case by case
basis, if the Purchasing Agent determines in writing that
(1)
there is an insufficient number of available Prince George's County residents in the labor market who possess the
skills required to do the work included in the contract or
(2)
"best efforts" were made in accordance with Subsection (h), above.
(CB-17-2011; CB-74-2016; CB-115-2017)
Sec. 10A-170. - Compliance of existing contracts at renewal or extension.
For any existing contract or agreement for a procurement funded by a County agency or the County government,
including any existing multiyear contract or extended contract, the Purchasing Agent shall require the inclusion
of a condition in the contract or agreement requiring best efforts to meet the annual County resident hiring goals
of Subsection (f) of Section 10A-169 and requiring compliance with the other applicable provisions of this
Subdivision, at the time of any contemplated exercise of an option, extension, or renewal, including automatic
extensions or renewals (e.g. "evergreen" contracts or agreements), or the contract or agreement shall not be
renewed or extended by the County government or County agency.
(CB-17-2011)
Sec. 10A-171. - Reports.
The Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation's Workforce Services Division shall submit
reports pursuant to Section 10A-138, to the County Auditor, the Purchasing Agent, and a compliance manager
designated by the County Council verifying the requirements in Section 10A-167. The reports shall also detail
the number of government-assisted projects for which First Source and Local Hiring Agreements were executed,
the number of jobs that result from the First Source and Local Hiring Agreements, the number of County
residents actually employed in government-assisted projects, and the number of unemployed County residents
on the First Source Registry. The format of the reporting under this Section shall be determined by the County
Executive or the County Executive's designee.
(CB-17-2011; CB-115-2017)
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Sec. 10A-172. - Regulations authorized.
The County Executive may promulgate regulations to govern the implementation of this Subdivision, provided
that such regulations are consistent with the provisions of this Subdivision. Any such regulations must be
approved by the County Council.
(CB-17-2011)
SUBDIVISION 3. - BUSINESS PREFERENCES; COUNTY-LOCATED BUSINESS ASSISTANCE.
Sec. 10A-173. - Business preferences.
(a)
On any procurement for which a County agency or the County government secures competitive bids pursuant to
Section 10A-112 or competitive proposals pursuant to Section 10A-113, the Purchasing Agent shall apply the
following percentage bid discount to the bid price or add the following percentage points to the total evaluated
score of the proposal:
Business Type

Where the prime bidder or prime proposer is a
certified firm, add or discount the following, as
applicable:

County-based small business

15%

County-based minority business enterprise

15%

County-based business

10%

Minority Business Enterprise or Disadvantage
Business Enterprise

5%

County-located business

3%

Cumulative preference points: The same firm that is a prime bidder or prime proposer of a bid or proposal shall
not be counted for a preference for more than one of the certified business categories above and shall receive a
preference for the highest scoring certified business category for which it qualifies. No single certified firm can
receive more than 15% percentage points or discount, as applicable, in any one bid or proposal, with the
exception of the application of the County resident-owned business preference prescribed in Subsection (b),
below.
(b)
County resident-owned business preference. In addition to the preferences awarded in accordance with
Subsection (a), above, the Purchasing Agent shall apply a five percentage (5%) bid discount to the bid price or
add five percentage (5%) points to the total evaluated score of the bid or proposal of a prime bidder or prime
proposer, respectively, (for joint venture entities, the majority firm of a joint venture entity) that is a County
resident-owned business. A County resident-owned business in this Subtitle is a firm that has majority
ownership (defined herein as "owning more than 50% of the ownership interest of the entity") by one or more
residents domiciled in Prince George's County. At the time of bid or proposal, the owner(s) of the prime bidder
or prime proposer shall provide an affidavit affirming current domicile in the County, income tax returns
establishing residency in the County for the most recent full calendar year, and documentation establishing
majority ownership of the prime bidder or prime proposer (for joint venture entities, the majority firm of the
joint venture entity) to establish status as a County resident-owned business and be awarded the 5% preference
prescribed in this Subsection. The Purchasing Agent may require additional information to clarify current
residency or ownership in accordance with this Subsection.
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(c)
The Purchasing Agent may determine not to apply a bid or proposal preference under this Section if the
Purchasing Agent certifies that such a preference would result in the loss of federal or state funds, subject to the
approval of the County Executive.
(d)
The requirements of this Section shall apply to the procurement of vendors retained by a County agency or the
County government to assist in the financing and sale of County government debt. The requirements of this
Section shall also apply to the procurement of brokerage firms, investment banking firms, investment
management firms, consultants, and other vendors retained to manage or invest funds controlled or administered
by a County agency or the County government. The application of this Subsection is subject to the requirements
and restrictions of federal and state law.
(e)
A business may opt to not receive a business preference under this Section.
(f)
For the purposes of this Division, the term "competitive bids or proposals" means any bids or proposals for
procurement funded or administered by a County agency or the County government except for procurement
awards made pursuant to Section 10A-114.
(g)
For the purposes of this Division, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1)
Prime bidder means the person, firm, entity or organization submitting a response to a solicitation for
competitive bids and is responsible for executing the work as mentioned in the solicitation; and
(2)
Prime proposer means the person, firm, entity or organization submitting a response to a solicitation for
competitive proposals and is responsible for executing the work as mentioned in the solicitation.
(CB-67-2014; CB-115-2017; CB-2-2020)
Sec. 10A-174. - County-located business certification requirements.
(a)
A business that seeks to be certified as a County-located business shall make application to the Purchasing
Agent on a form provided by the Purchasing Agent. Such an application shall not be approved by the Purchasing
Agent unless the business
(1)
Submits documentation requested by the Purchasing Agent verifying that the business meets the definition of a
County-located business as prescribed in Section 10A-101, including
(A)
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Leasing or ownership documents,
(B)
Payroll information,
(C)
Property and income tax information, and
(D)
Any other documentation or information requested by the Purchasing Agent to verify compliance with the
definition of County-located business set forth in Section 10A-101;
(2)
Files a written certificate that the business is not delinquent in the payment of any County taxes, charges, fees,
rents or claims; and
(3)
Files documentation showing that during the preceding twelve (12) months the business has continuously
maintained a valid business license or permit.
(b)
Once an application for certification is approved under this Section by the Purchasing Agent, a copy of the
approved application shall be expeditiously transmitted to the County Auditor.
(c)
Nonprofit entities that satisfy the applicable requirements of this Section are eligible to be certified as Countylocated businesses.
(d)
A business that is certified as a County-located business shall meet the requirements of certification under this
Section continuously after the date the business's application for certification is approved by the Purchasing
Agent or the business's certification shall be void. In such instances, the business must re-apply pursuant to the
requirements of this Section to be certified as a County-located business.
(CB-67-2014; CB-13-2020)
Sec. 10A-175. - Regulations authorized.
The County Executive may promulgate regulations to govern the implementation of this Subdivision, provided
that such regulations are consistent with the provisions of this Subdivision. Any such regulations must be
approved by the County Council.
(CB-67-2014)
Editor's note— CR-40-2015 approves regulations promulgated by the County Executive governing the
implementation and administration of the County-located business certification application process.
SUBDIVISION 4. - LOCAL BUSINESS PARTICIPATION PROCUREMENT REPORT.
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Sec. 10A-176. - Annual Local Business Participation Procurement Report Required.
The Director of Central Services shall prepare and transmit a written report, subject to section 10A-138 of this
Subtitle that shall include information regarding the Local Business Participation Procurement Report, to the
County Council and County Executive that includes the following information for that entire fiscal year:
(a)
The percentages and total dollar value of certified county-based business participation for procurement within (i)
each agency, (ii) each NAICS industry classification and (iii) the entire county government;
(b)
The percentages and total dollar value of certified county-based minority business enterprise participation for
procurement within (i) each agency, (ii) each NAICS industry classification and (iii) the entire county
government;
(c)
The percentages and total dollar value of certified county-located business participation for procurement within
(i) each agency, (ii) each NAICS industry classification and (iii) the entire county government;
(d)
The percentages and total dollar value of certified county-based small business participation for procurement
within (i) each agency, (ii) each NAICS industry classification and (iii) the entire county government;
(e)
The percentages and total dollar value of certified minority business enterprise participation for procurement
within (i) each agency, (ii) each NAICS industry classification and (iii) the entire county government;
(f)
Total contract dollars paid for county government for procurement within (i) each agency, (ii) each NAICS
industry classification and (iii) the entire county government.
(g)
The name of the specific procurement award recipient ("procurement award recipient" includes the recipient of
any procurement award, renewal or extension), procurement description, and procurement contract value for
each procurement awarded, renewed or extended (including automatically renewed or extended) during the
fiscal year, including:
(1)
The address of the procurement award recipient's principal place of operation and the date that the procurement
was awarded, renewed or extended; and
(2)
Whether the procurement award recipient is a
(A)
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county-based business;
(B)
county-based minority business enterprise;
(C)
county-based small business;
(D)
county-located business;
(E)
minority business enterprise; or
(F)
business not within the categories of subparagraphs (A)—(E), above;
(3)
Whether the procurement award during the fiscal year was
(A)
An initial or new award; or
(B)
A renewal or extension.
(4)
For initial or new awards, whether the procurement was awarded by
(A)
a competitive bid or proposal pursuant to Sections 10A-112 or 10A-113;
(B)
a contract negotiation or sole source contract pursuant to Section 10A-114, including the reason(s) for not
competitively bidding the procurement; or
(C)
a small purchase pursuant to Section 10A-115.
(5)
For renewals or extensions, whether the procurement was initially awarded in a previous fiscal year by
(A)
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a competitive bid or proposal pursuant to Sections 10A-112 or 10A-113;
(B)
a contract negotiation or sole source contract pursuant to Section 10A-114, including the reason(s) for not
competitively bidding the procurement; or
(C)
a small purchase pursuant to Section 10A-115.
(6)
Whether a First Source and Local Hiring Agreement
(A)
was required by the provisions of this Division to be executed for the procurement; and
(B)
was executed for the procurement in accordance with this Division.
(7)
Whether the procurement award recipient complied (or is in compliance) with the reporting requirements of this
Division, if applicable;
(8)
Whether any waiver(s) authorized by this Division were issued for the procurement, the date of issuance of such
waiver(s), any alternative minimum percentages that were applied to the procurement due to any such waiver(s),
and a description of the nature and justification for any such waiver(s);
(9)
Whether any penalties or other compliance actions were taken by the Purchasing Agent to enforce the
requirements of this Division and, if so, a description of those actions; and
(10)
Whether the procurement was awarded, renewed, or extended in full compliance with this Division.
(h)
The number of businesses, categorized by most current NAICS industry classification, with valid certifications
on file with the Supplier Development and Diversity Division or the Office of Central Services as a
(1)
County-based business;
(2)
County-based minority business enterprise;
(3)
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County-based small business;
(4)
County-located business; or
(5)
Minority business enterprise.
(CB-30-2015; CB-115-2017)
SUBDIVISION 5. - CERTIFICATION BY THE PURCHASING AGENT.
Sec. 10A-177. - Certification by the Purchasing Agent.
Prior to the execution of any procurement contract or agreement subject to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, 10A-114
or 10A-115 of this Subtitle, the Purchasing Agent or Purchasing Agent's designee shall certify in writing that
such procurement is in full compliance with the applicable provisions of this Subtitle or the procurement shall be
rendered void and illegal. Any procurement award, contract or agreement (including any procurement contract
renewal or extension) under the authority of this Subtitle, including subject to Section 10A-112, 10A-113, 10A114, or 10A-115, awarded or executed in violation of any provision of Division 6 or Division 7 of this Subtitle
shall be rendered void and illegal. Where a procurement award, contract or agreement is rendered "void and
illegal" by violating a provision of this Subtitle, "void and illegal" shall mean "terminated for convenience" and
shall not create a right of legal action or damages against any party.
(CB-74-2016)
SUBTITLE 11. - FIRE SAFETY.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 11-101. - Short Title, purpose.
(a)
The provisions of this Subtitle shall constitute and shall hereafter be known as "The Fire Safety Law of Prince
George's County, Maryland."
(b)
The Fire Safety Law of Prince George's County, Maryland, shall be deemed an exercise of the police powers of
Prince George's County, Maryland, for the preservation and protection of the public health, peace, safety and
welfare, and all the provisions of this Subtitle shall be liberally construed for that purpose.
(CB-107-1979)
Editor's note— CR-45-1986 approved an agreement among Montgomery County, Prince George's County, and
the City of Takoma Park concerning payments for fire and rescue services and the allocation of municipal tax
differential payments by the County to the City.
CR-73-1992 approved a new agreement among Montgomery County, Prince George's County, and the City of
Takoma Park for a term of four years to expire on June 30, 1996.
Sec. 11-102. - Definitions.
(a)
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Generally. Definitions of words defined in this Section apply only to this Subtitle. Whenever definitions are set
forth in any code, standard, manual or model law adopted by reference in this Subtitle or under the authority of
this Subtitle, such definitions shall apply to the particular code, standards, manual or model law adopted by
reference in which the definition appears. Any conflict between definitions set forth in an adopted code,
standard, manual or model law and those expressly set forth in this Section shall be resolved by reference to the
definition in this Section.
(b)
Definitions. As used in this Subtitle:
(1)
Alternative means a system, condition, arrangement, material, or equipment submitted to the Fire Chief or
authorized representative as a substitute for a Subtitle requirement.
(2)
Approved or Approval means in accordance with standards or requirements set forth in this Subtitle. The
approval by a nationally recognized testing laboratory, inspection agency, or other recognized agency or
organization concerned with product evaluation, shall be presumed to meet such standards unless there is
evidence to the contrary.
(3)
Authority having jurisdiction means the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(4)
Authorized display means the discharge of fireworks for which a permit has been issued by the State Fire
Marshal.
(5)
Authorized representative means a person duly appointed to administer or enforce this Subtitle in the name of
the Fire Chief.
(6)
Boardinghouse means "boarding house" as defined under "Dwellings" in the International Building Code
adopted in Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(7)
Burning means lighting, igniting, kindling, or setting fire to combustible materials, adding fuel to a fire or
permitting combustible materials to burn.
(8)
Carbon Monoxide Detector means a device capable of measuring the amount of carbon monoxide (an odorless,
colorless and potentially fatal gas created when fossil fuels do not burn completely) that is present within a
structure and sounding an audible alarm at specified levels of detection.
(9)
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Central station means an approved office to which remote alarm and supervisory signaling devices are connected
where persons are in attendance at all times to supervise the circuits and investigate signals.
(10)
Central station system means a system, or group of systems, the operations of which are signaled to, recorded in,
maintained and supervised from, an approved central station, in which there are competent and experienced
observers and operators in attendance at all times whose duty it shall be, upon receipt of a signal, to take such
action as shall be required under the rules established for their guidance. Such systems shall be controlled and
operated by a person, firm, or corporation whose principal business is the furnishing and maintaining of
supervised protective signaling service and who does not have interest in the unprotected properties.
(11)
Contractor includes a subcontractor.
(12)
Dangerous rocket means any model rocket or model rocket engine that does not comply with the construction
requirements of NFPA-1122. For purposes of this Subtitle, a "dangerous rocket" is subject to the regulations
governing fireworks.
(13)
Distribute as used in this Subtitle with reference to fire extinguishers shall include renting, leasing, and giving
away as a prize or a premium.
(14)
Dormitory means "dormitory" as defined under "Dwellings" in the International Building Code adopted in
Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(15)
Dwelling or Dwellings means any living unit or units as defined under "Dwellings" in the International Building
Code adopted in Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(16)
Dwelling Unit means "Dwelling Unit" as defined in the International Building Code adopted in Subtitle 4 of this
County Code.
(17)
Emergency alarm means giving, signaling, or transmitting to Public Safety Communications, any fire station,
any central station, any rescue station, or any emergency message center, or to any member of the foregoing, or a
fire official or police officer, whether by telephone, spoken word, or otherwise, information to the effect that
there is a fire, explosion, injured person, sick person, person trapped, building collapse, gas leak, or other
emergency to which the Fire/EMS Department or rescue apparatus normally responds.
(18)
Excavate or excavation. See definition at Section 2-385 of this County Code.
(19)
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Existing condition means any situation, circumstance, or physical makeup of any structure, premises, or process
which was ongoing or in effect prior to the adoption of this Subtitle.
(20)
Explosive means a chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly used or intended for the
purpose of producing an explosion that contains any oxidizing and combustible units or other ingredients in such
proportions, quantities, or packing that an ignition by fire, friction, concussion, percussion, or detonation of any
part of the compound or mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the resultant
gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructive effects on contiguous objects or of destroying life and
limb.
(21)
Fire alarm system. See "fire warning system."
(22)
Fire apparatus means a vehicle such as a fire pumper, aerial ladder truck, elevated platform, rescue squad, or
similar fire-fighting or rescue equipment.
(23)
Fire Chief means the head of the Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department as established by the Charter.
(24)
Fire Code Official means the person so designated by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement with concurrence of the Fire Chief.
(25)
Fire Department means the Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department.
(26)
Fire/EMS Department connection means a connection for Fire/EMS Department use in supplementing or
supplying water for standpipes and sprinkler systems.
(27)
Fire drill means an exercise by which the occupants or users of a structure practice a planned evacuation route
from the said structure.
(28)
Fire hazard means any thing, condition, or act which in the absence of fire, persons regularly engaged in
preventing, suppressing, or extinguishing fire recognize as liable to increase or cause an increase in the hazard or
menace of fire, or which, in the event of fire, may obstruct, delay, hinder, or interfere with the operations of the
Fire/EMS Department or with the egress of occupants.
(29)
Fire hydrant means an approved valved outlet on a water supply system with one (1) or more threaded outlets
and used to supply Fire/EMS Department hoses and pumpers with water.
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(30)
Fire lane means the space, road, path, or other passageway developed to allow the placement and passage of fire
apparatus on and through congested areas including private property.
(31)
Fire Marshal means an individual designated by the Fire Chief that oversees the Office of The Fire Marshal.
(32)
Fire Official means any person serving as a designated employee, representative, or agent of the Prince George's
County Fire/EMS Department under authority granted by the Fire Chief.
(33)
Fire protection system means systems, devices, and equipment used to detect fire, heat, smoke, fumes, or gasses,
actuate an alarm, suppress or control a fire, or any combination thereof.
(34)
Fire separation means construction of rated fire resistant material(s) or the maintenance of clear area to resist the
spread of fire; including but not limited to "fire door," "fire resistance," "fire separation," "exterior fire
exposure," "fire separation wall," "fire wall," and "fire window" as defined in the International Building Code as
adopted in Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(35)
Fire suppression system means a device, devices, or system of devices that detects a phenomenon of fire
including, but not limited to, heat, smoke, flame, visible or invisible particles, or infrared, ultraviolet, or invisible
radiation and, upon detection, automatically extinguishes or attempts to extinguish a fire.
(36)
Fire warning system means a device, devices, or system of devices that detects a phenomenon of fire, including,
but not limited to, heat, smoke, flame, visible or invisible particles, or infrared, ultraviolet, or visible radiation
and that, upon detection, transmits an audible, visible, or other sensory alarm to occupants and/or the Fire/EMS
Department.
(37)
Fireworks, except as hereinafter provided, means:
(A)
Any combustible or explosive composition;
(B)
Any substance or combination of substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible
effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation;
(C)
Blank cartridges, toy pistols, toy cannons, toy canes, or toy guns, in which explosives as defined by State law are
used;
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(D)
Unmanned balloons that require fire for propulsion;
(E)
Firecrackers, squibs, rockets, sparklers, roman candles, torpedoes, bombs, grenades, fire balloons, signal lights,
fountains, wheels, dipsticks, dangerous rockets, novelties composed of two (2) or more of the foregoing, and any
device of like construction; and
(F)
Tablets or other devices containing any explosive, explosive substance or flammable compound.
Notwithstanding the foregoing definition, for purposes of this Subtitle, "fireworks" shall not include:
(A)
Model rockets or model engines that are designed, sold and used for the purpose of propelling recoverable aero
models;
(B)
Toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns, or other devices in which are used toy paper or plastic caps manufactured in
accordance with the United States Department of Transportation regulations for packing and shipping of toy
paper or plastic caps;
(C)
Toy paper or plastic caps manufactured in accordance with the regulations promulgated by the United States
Department of Transportation, except that each package of toy paper or plastic caps offered for retail sale must
be labeled to indicate the maximum explosive content per cap;
(D)
Flare guns used by railroads or other transportation agencies for signal purpose or illumination; and
(E)
Blank cartridges used either in public entertainment by performers or for signal or ceremonial purposes at
athletic or sports events or by military organizations.
(38)
Fireworks shooter means a person or persons who may supervise an authorized display upon the prior written
approval of the State Fire Marshal.
(39)
Gallon means one United States standard gallon.
(40)
Grade when used with respect to the exterior of buildings means the reference plane representing the average
elevation of finished ground level adjoining the building at all exterior walls.
(41)
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Hazardous chemicals shall include, but are not limited to, such materials as flammable solids, corrosive liquids,
radioactive materials, oxidizing materials, potentially explosive chemicals, hazardous substances, highly toxic
materials, and poisonous gases.
(42)
Hazardous substance means any matter that conveys toxic, lethal, or sublethal effects to plant, aquatic, or animal
life, or which may be injurious to human health, or persists in the environment, or which causes sublethal
alterations to aquatic, plant, animal, or human systems through their cumulative or immediate reactions. The
term includes any matter identified as a hazardous substance by the Environmental Protection Agency in
Regulation 40 CFR Part 116.
(43)
Hotel means hotel as defined under dwellings in the International Building Code adopted in Subtitle 4 of this
County Code.
(44)
Multifamily apartment house means any building or portion thereof, that is designed, built, rented, leased, sold,
let, or hired out to be occupied, or that is occupied as the home or residence of three (3) or more families, each
living in a separate dwelling unit, and shall include flats and apartments.
(45)
NFPA means National Fire Protection Association. When followed by a number, e.g., NFPA-101, the term refers
to a model code or standard promulgated by the NFPA.
(45.1)
Novelty Lighter means a mechanical or electrical device typically used for lighting cigarettes, cigars or pipes
that is designed to resemble cartoon characters, toys, guns, explosive devices, watches, musical instruments,
vehicles, animals, food or beverages, or similar articles, or that play musical notes, or has flashing lights for
entertainment or has other entertaining features. A novelty lighter may operate on any fuel, including but not
limited to butane, isobutene or liquid fuel. Novelty lighter does not include:
(1)
A lighter manufactured prior to January 1, 1980;
(2)
A lighter incapable of being fueled or lacking a device necessary to produce combustion or a flame;
(3)
Any mechanical or electrical device primarily used to ignite fuel for fireplaces or for charcoal or gas grills; or
(4)
Standard disposable and refillable lighters that are printed or decorated with logos, labels, decals or artwork, or
heat shrinkable sleeves.
(46)
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Permit means an official document or certificate issued by the Fire Chief or other permit-issuing authority for
the purpose of authorizing the performance or conduct of a specified activity.
(47)
Permit holder or permittee means the person in whose name a permit is issued.
(48)
Person means an individual, an executor, administrator, trustee, receiver, or other representative appointed
according to law, or a corporation, firm, partnership, association, organization, or any other group acting as a
unit. Whenever a violation of this Subtitle constitutes an unlawful act, "person" may include the partners or
members of a partnership or association and the officers, agents, employees, or members of a corporation who
are responsible for the violation.
(49)
Process means the manufacturing, handling, blending, conversion, purification, recovery, separation, synthesis
or use, or any combination of any commodity or material regulated by this Subtitle.
(50)
Public Safety Communications means the public fire service communication facilities operated by Prince
George's County receiving fire alarms or other emergency calls from the public, retransmitting these alarms and
emergency calls to fire companies and other interested agencies, and operating the fire and rescue services radio
base stations and landline communications equipment.
(51)
Repair means the reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building or structure for the purpose of its
maintenance. The term "repair" shall not apply to any construction which changes or alters an existing building
or structure or part thereof.
(52)
Siamese Connection. See "Fire/EMS Department connection."
(53)
Single-Family Dwelling means "one-family dwelling" as defined under "dwellings" in the International Building
Code adopted in Subtitle 4 of this County Code.
(54)
Sleeping area means the area or areas of the dormitory, dwelling unit in a multifamily dwelling, or guest rooms
in a hotel or motel in which the bedrooms or sleeping rooms are located. Rooms habitually used for sleeping that
are separated by other use areas (including, but not limited to, kitchens or living rooms, but not bathrooms or
closets) shall be considered as separate sleeping areas for the purposes of this Subtitle.
(55)
Smoke Alarm means an approved device capable of sensing visible or invisible particles of combustion.
(56)
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Smoking means lighting, igniting, holding, or possessing any lighted cigar, cigarette, or pipe, or carrying,
throwing, or depositing any lighted or smoldering cigar, cigarette, or pipe.
(57)
Street means a public thoroughfare that has been dedicated for vehicular use by the public.
(58)
System means several items of equipment assembled, grouped or otherwise interconnected for the
accomplishment of a purpose or a function.
(59)
Unprotected combustible fiber storage vault means a room with a capacity not exceeding one thousand (1,000)
cubic feet separated from the remainder of the building by a two (2) hour occupancy separation, constructed as
specified in the International Building Code adopted by Subtitle 4 of this County Code and provided with
approved safety vents to the outside.
(60)
Utility line. See definition at Section 2-385 of this County Code.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010; CB-96-2012; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 11-103. - Procedures in case of fire.
(a)
Notify Fire/EMS Department. Any person who discovers evidence of any actual, impending or extinguished,
dangerous or destructive, or potentially dangerous or destructive, fire shall immediately cause notice of the
existence of such fire, circumstances of same and the location thereof to be given to Public Safety
Communications. This requirement shall not be construed to forbid that person or the person in control of a
building or premises on which a fire exists from using all diligence necessary to extinguish such fire prior to the
arrival of the Fire/EMS Department.
(b)
Evacuation of buildings. Whenever a fire occurs in a building or there is reason to believe a fire exists in a
building, the building shall be immediately evacuated and not reoccupied without the permission of the fire
official in charge. If the building is provided with a manual fire warning system, it shall be the duty of any
person who has knowledge of the fire to activate the manual fire warning system. Complete evacuation is not
required when alternative procedures have been detailed in a fire plan which has been approved by the Fire
Chief or authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Editor's note— CR-74-1983 established a fee of 15 cents per month for switched local exchange access to fund
911 service (effective July 1, 1983).
CR-65-1984 approved the continuation of a fee of 15 cents per month (effective July 1, 1984).
CR-107-1985 approved an increase of the fee from 15 cents to 20 cents per month to fund enhanced 911 service
(effective July 1, 1985).
CR-27-1988 approved an increase of the fee from 20 cents to 30 cents per month (effective July 1, 1988).
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CR-83-1990 approved an increase of the fee from 30 cents to 50 cents per month (effective January 1, 1991).
CR-79-1995 extended the 911 service fee to wireless telephone and 911-accessible service within the County in
the amount of 50 cents per month beginning January 1, 1996.
CR-64-2003 increased the 911 service fee from 50 cents per month to 75 cents per month (effective October 1,
2003).
Sec. 11-104. - Prohibited acts; interfering with or obstructing officials during fire or other emergency.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to interfere with or obstruct the operations of the Fire/EMS
Department, or any member thereof, or any fire official, while extinguishing a fire or proceeding to a fire or
other emergency. Such interference or obstruction shall include disobeying the lawful command of a police
officer assisting the Fire/EMS Department at a fire or other emergency.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person to make, issue, post, or maintain any regulation or order, written or verbal,
requiring any other person who discovers evidence of an actual, impending or extinguished, dangerous or
destructive, or potentially dangerous or destructive, fire to delay reporting the existence of such evidence to
Public Safety Communications.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person that is not a current member of the Prince George's County Fire/EMS
Department or an authorized public safety official to participate in any Fire/EMS Department emergency
operations.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-105. - Same; gas leaks.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any officer, agent, or employee of any utility company, permit holder (permittee),
builder, developer, or contractor, who is in charge of any excavation and who, during such excavation, discovers
evidence of or knows of a break or rupture in the containment system for natural gas or other flammable gas to
delay making immediate notification of such condition to Public Safety Communications.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person who discovers evidence of or knows of a concentration of natural gas or other
flammable gas mixture within an enclosed structure or in the atmosphere to delay making immediate notification
of such evidence or condition to Public Safety Communications.
(c)
It shall be the responsibility of the excavator and/or contractor to have all overhead and underground utilities
located before work commences.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-106. - Same; false emergency alarms.
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It shall be unlawful for any person to deliberately, recklessly or maliciously give, signal or transmit, or to cause
or permit to be given, signalled or transmitted, an emergency alarm when in fact that person knows that no such
emergency exists.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-107. - Same; negligent fires.
It shall be unlawful for any person, by any means whatsoever, through carelessness or negligence to set fire to,
or to cause the burning of, any bedding, furniture, rug, curtain, drape or other house or household furnishings or
fittings, or any other part of any hotel, rooming house, dormitory, motel, lodging house, multifamily dwelling,
tenement house, convalescent home, hospital, child care facility or similar place of abode in such manner as to
endanger the safety of any person or property.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-108. - Same; setting fire to waste or refuse.
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully and maliciously set fire to, burn or cause to be burned, or aid,
counsel or procure the burning of any combustible waste or refuse located in a chute, bin, compactor, room,
container or other facility provided for the collection of waste or refuse.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-109. - Same; access to utilities.
No person shall place, keep or store any material on or before any building mechanical, gas, electrical, or water
service, the presence of which would interfere with the ability of the Fire/EMS Department to shut off the utility.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-96-2012)
Sec. 11-110. - Same; impersonation of fire officials.
It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to use a badge, uniform or other credentials so as to
impersonate a fire official in Prince George's County.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-111. - Same; compliance with fire safety law orders or notices.
It shall be unlawful for any owner, agent, contractor, permit holder or permittee or any other person to violate or
fail to comply with any order or notice issued or served by the Fire Chief or authorized representative pursuant
to the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-112. - Same; condemned appliances or devices; use and removal or mutilation of tags.
(a)
Use. It shall be unlawful for any person to use any device or appliance that has been marked or tagged as
condemned by the Fire Chief or authorized representative under the provisions of Section 11-160 of this
Subtitle.
(b)
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Tags. It shall be unlawful for any person to mutilate or remove from any device or appliance, the mark or tag of
the Fire Chief or authorized representative placed on or attached to the said device or appliance under the
provisions of Section 11-160 of this Subtitle, unless the Fire Chief or authorized representative has given
permission to remove such mark or tag.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-113. - Same; tampering with fire safety equipment.
(a)
It shall be unlawful to deliberately operate, actuate or use any fire suppression system required to be installed by
this Subtitle for purposes other than emergencies, maintenance or prescribed testing.
(b)
It shall be unlawful to tamper with, or willfully and maliciously render inoperative, any fire warning system
installed pursuant to the requirements of this Subtitle.
(c)
It shall be unlawful to willfully and maliciously activate any installed fire warning system for purposes other
than emergencies, maintenance, or prescribed testing without proper notification to Public Safety
Communications.
(d)
It shall be unlawful to use, tamper with or willfully and maliciously render inoperative, any portable fire
extinguisher other than during emergencies, maintenance, or testing.
(e)
No person shall willfully and maliciously molest, tamper with, damage, or otherwise disturb any apparatus,
equipment, or appurtenance belonging to, or under the supervision and/or control of, the Fire/EMS Department
without authority from the fire official in charge or authorized representative.
(f)
No person shall willfully and maliciously remove, tamper with, or otherwise disturb any fire hydrant or fire
equipment, required to be installed or maintained under the provisions of this Subtitle except for the purpose of
extinguishing fire, training, recharging, testing, or making necessary repairs. Whenever fire equipment is
removed as herein permitted, it shall be replaced or reinstalled as soon as the purpose for which it was removed
has been accomplished.
(g)
No person, other than fire officials in the performance of official duties, shall use or operate any fire hydrant
without the permission of the owner of such hydrant.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-114. - Criminal penalty for violations.
A violation of any provision of this Subtitle shall constitute a misdemeanor and any person, upon conviction
thereof, shall be fined not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100) and not more than One Thousand Dollars
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($1,000), or sentenced to not more than six (6) months in jail, or both. Each day that such violation continues
shall be deemed a separate offense.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-115. - Civil relief for violations.
The County may enforce or correct the violations of any provision of this Subtitle by instituting injunction,
mandamus or any other appropriate action or proceeding at law or in equity in any court of competent
jurisdiction.
(CB-107-1979)
Editor's note— Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Sec. 4-401, provides the District Court has exclusive
civil jurisdiction in a petition of injunction filed by a county for enforcement of its fire code.
Sec. 11-116. - Damage or injury liability.
(a)
No officer, agent or employee of the County charged with enforcement of this Subtitle while acting within the
scope of his or her authority and without malice shall be personally liable for any damage which may occur to
persons or properties as a result of any act required or permitted under this Subtitle or as a result of the
institution or assistance in the prosecution of a criminal proceeding under this Subtitle. Any suit brought against
any such officer, agent or employee of the County as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of
his or her duties under this Subtitle shall be defended by the County Attorney until the final termination of the
proceedings. Further, the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall not be liable for costs in any action, suit or
other proceeding which may be instituted and which arises out of any act required, instituted or permitted under
this Subtitle; and any authorized representative of the Fire/EMS Department acting on good faith and without
malice shall be free from liability for acts performed under any of the provisions of this Subtitle or by reason of
any act or omission in the performance of the official duties under this Subtitle.
(b)
The County shall not be liable for any damage to persons or property either by reason of the inspection or
reinspection of buildings, structures or things, authorized by this Subtitle, or by reason of failure to inspect or
reinspect such buildings, structures or things, or by reason of any permit issued or the approval or disapproval of
any permit issued pursuant to this Subtitle, or by reason of the approval or disapproval of any equipment
authorized by this Subtitle.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-117. through Sec. 11-149. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - ADMINISTRATION.
Sec. 11-150. - Authority of Fire Chief.
(a)
Generally. The Fire Chief is hereby authorized and directed to administer the provisions of this Subtitle. The Fire
Chief or authorized representative shall have such other powers and perform such other duties as are set forth in
this Subtitle and as may be conferred and imposed from time to time by law. The Fire Chief may delegate any of
his or her powers or duties under this Subtitle to the Office of the Fire Marshal or to other fire officials.
(b)
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Emergencies. In case of an emergency, where in the opinion of the Fire Chief, or authorized representative, life
or property is in immediate danger of fire or explosion, the Fire Chief, or authorized representative, is hereby
authorized to take such actions as are necessary to protect such life or property.
(c)
Enforcement assistance. All County agencies, offices and departments shall render necessary assistance in the
enforcement of this Subtitle when requested to do so by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-151. - Office of the Fire Marshal.
(a)
To assist in the performance of the responsibilities and the duties placed upon the Fire Chief, the Office of the
Fire Marshal is established within the Fire/EMS Department, which shall be responsible for enforcing laws and
ordinances in effect in Prince George's County covering the following:
(1)
The prevention of fires;
(2)
The storage, use, and handling of explosive, flammable, toxic, corrosive, and other hazardous gaseous, solid, and
liquid substances;
(3)
The installation and maintenance of automatic, manual, and other private fire alarm systems and fire
extinguishing equipment;
(4)
The installation, maintenance, and regulation of fire escapes;
(5)
The maintenance of fire protection and the elimination of fire hazards on land and in buildings, structures, and
other property, including those under construction;
(6)
The means and adequacy of each exit in the event of fire from factories, schools, hotels, lodging houses,
asylums, hospitals, churches, halls, theaters, amphitheaters, and all other places in which people work, live, or
congregate from time to time for any purpose;
(7)
The investigation of the origin, cause, and circumstance of fires and explosions within Prince George's County,
Maryland;
(8)
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The fire safety aspects of Subtitle 11 and the State of Maryland Fire Prevention Code, except for Chapter 2,
"Procedural Regulations, " and Chapter 4, "Fees for Fire Prevention Services;" and
(9)
Other duties as assigned by the Fire Chief.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010; CB-96-2012)
Sec. 11-152. - Investigation of fires.
(a)
Authority of Fire Chief or authorized representative generally. The Fire Chief and authorized representative shall
have the authority to investigate the origin, cause, and circumstance of every fire, explosion or other emergency
in which the Fire/EMS Department has a reasonable interest. When the Fire Chief or authorized representative
has reason to believe that a fire or explosion may be the result of a violation of any law, the Fire Chief or
authorized representative shall immediately take custody of and safeguard all physical evidence in connection
therewith, and shall have the authority to prohibit the disturbance or removal of any material, substance, device,
or utility in, or upon, any building or property wherein, or whereon, a fire or explosion has occurred until the
investigation of the fire or explosion is complete.
(b)
Authority of the Fire Chief or authorized representative to enter and examine. The Fire Chief or authorized
representative shall have the authority at all times, in performance of the duties imposed by the provisions of this
Subtitle, to enter upon and/or examine any area, building or premises, vehicle, or other thing when there is
probable cause to believe that fires or attempt to cause fires exist or which at the time may be burning. The Fire
Chief or authorized representative shall have the authority to enter, at any time, any building or property adjacent
to that on which the fire or attempt to cause fires has occurred should it be deemed necessary in the proper
discharge of the authorized duties; and may, at his or her discretion, take full control and custody of such
buildings and premises and place such person in charge thereof as he or she may deem proper until his
examination and investigation shall be completed.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-153. - General authority at fires or other emergencies.
The fire official conducting operations in connection with the extinguishment and control of any fire, explosion
or other emergency, who is authorized by the Fire Chief, shall have full power and authority to direct all
operations of fire extinguishment or control and to take the necessary precautions to save life, protect property,
and prevent further injury or damage. In the pursuit of such operation, including the investigation of the cause of
such emergency, the fire official may control or prohibit the approach to the scene of such emergency by any
vehicle, vessel or thing and all persons not involved in other actions germane to the emergency.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-154. - Arrest powers.
The Fire Chief in accordance with Section 2-208.3 of the Criminal Procedure Article of the Maryland Annotated
Code shall designate individuals for the express purpose of enforcing the fire safety laws in effect in Prince
George's County, including, but not limited to, this Subtitle. This power shall extend to any arrest or other lawful
action necessary to permit the peaceful completion of any lawful action by the Fire/EMS Department.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
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Sec. 11-155. - Evacuation of persons.
When, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or authorized representative, there is actual danger to the occupants or
those in the proximity of any building, structure or premises, because of apparent danger of collapse or
inadequacy of any exit way, the presence of explosives, explosive fumes or vapors, flammable liquids, vapors,
gas or other presence of toxic fumes, gases or material, the Fire Chief or authorized representative may order the
immediate evacuation of such building, structure or premises. Upon issuance of the said order, all occupants
shall immediately leave the building, structure or premises and no one shall enter or reenter until authorized to
do so by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-156. - Fire reports.
(a)
Generally. Every fire shall be reported using the current operational procedures to the Fire/EMS Department by
the senior fire officer in whose service area such fire has occurred. The report shall be in such form as shall be
prescribed by the Fire Chief or authorized representative and shall contain a statement of facts relating to the
origin, cause, and circumstance of such fire, factors contributing to the spread of fire, injury to persons and
extent of such injuries, response personnel, and such other information as may be required. Reports shall be
submitted in accordance with the schedule prescribed by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(b)
Suspicious circumstances. The fire official in charge of the scene of a fire emergency of incendiary or suspicious
nature, of undetermined cause, or where loss of life or injury occurs, shall immediately report such
circumstances to the Office of the Fire Marshal.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-157. - Resolution of Code disputes involving fire safety.
Nothing in this Subtitle shall be construed as rendering other applicable laws invalid. In any situation where a
conflict exists between a provision of this Subtitle and another County code, law or regulation, the more
stringent code shall apply. The property owner may petition in writing to the Office of the Fire Marshal when a
conflict arises on the interpretation of the County-related Fire Codes. The Fire Marshal and appropriate head of
the agency responsible for enforcing the conflicting provisions shall in concert resolve the conflict with
reference to the circumstances of the case by determining which provisions shall apply. Conflicts that are
irreconcilable shall be referred to the Fire Chief. The decision of the Fire Chief shall be final and in any matter
relating to structures exclusive of fire safety, the decision of the Building Official shall be final, except that any
person aggrieved by a decision of the Fire Chief shall have the right to appeal to the Board of Appeals.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-158. - Reserved.
Sec. 11-159. - Inspections.
(a)
Generally. The Fire Chief or authorized representative shall inspect, or cause to be inspected, by the Office of
the Fire Marshal, other fire officials or Fire/EMS Department members as often as may be necessary all
buildings and premises including such other hazards or appliances as the Fire Chief or authorized representative
may designate. Such inspections shall be for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected, any
condition which would reasonably tend to cause fire or contribute to its spread, or constitute any violation of this
Subtitle, or other laws of the County or State of Maryland affecting fire safety.
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(b)
Implied consent. Any application for or acceptance of any permit or license requested or issued pursuant to this
Subtitle, constitutes agreement and consent by the person making application or accepting the permit to allow
fire officials to enter the premises to conduct such inspections as required to enforce this Subtitle.
(c)
Advance notice. It shall be the responsibility of the permittee or contractor to request each required inspection at
least one working day in advance of the desired inspection time. If reinspection is required due to a failure by the
tenant, permittee, contractor or owner of the subject property to have completed all work for which an inspection
is requested, the aforementioned persons shall be subject to a reinspection fee as outlined in Section 11-163,
payable to Prince George's County, Maryland, prior to such reinspection.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-160. - Notice to repair, alter; condemnation tags.
Whenever the Fire Chief or authorized representative deems any chimney, smoke stack, stove, oven, incinerator,
furnace, or other heating device, electric fixture, or any appurtenance thereto, or any item regulated under
provisions of this Subtitle in or upon any building, structure, or premises, to be defective or unsafe so as to
create an immediate hazard, written notice shall be served upon the owner or the person having control of the
property to repair or alter as necessary, and any other authority enforcing codes, laws, or regulations regulating
such equipment shall be notified. A condemnation tag, prohibiting the use thereof until such repairs or
alterations are made, may be affixed. When affixed, such tag may be removed only by the order of the Fire Chief
or authorized representative and may be removed only when the hazard to which the order pertains has been
eliminated in an approved manner. Until removed, that item or device which has caused the hazard shall not be
used or permitted to be used.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-161. - Orders to abate dangerous conditions.
(a)
Ordering dangerous materials or conditions removed. Whenever the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall
find any building or other structure which, for want of repairs, lacks sufficient fire escapes, automatic or other
fire alarm apparatus or fire suppression equipment or, by reason of age or dilapidated conditions or from any
other cause, is liable to fire so as to endanger other property or the occupants thereof, and, whenever the Fire
Chief or authorized representative shall find in any building combustible or explosive matter or flammable
conditions dangerous to the safety of such building or the occupants thereof, the Fire Chief or authorized
representative shall order such dangerous conditions or materials to be remedied or removed immediately. Such
conditions or materials shall include, but are not limited to:
(1)
Dangerous conditions which are liable to cause or contribute to the spread of fire in or on said premises,
building, or structure, or endanger the occupants thereof;
(2)
Conditions which would interfere with the efficiency and use of any fire protection equipment;
(3)
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Obstruction to or on fire escapes, stairs, passageways, exit ways, doors, or windows liable to interfere with the
egress of occupants or the operations of the Fire/EMS Department in case of fire;
(4)
Dangerous accumulations of dust or waste material in air conditioning or ventilating systems or the grease in the
kitchen or other exhaust ducts;
(5)
Dangerous accumulations of grease in kitchen cooking equipment, or oil, grease, or dirt upon, under, or around
any mechanical equipment;
(6)
Dangerous accumulations of rubbish, waste, paper, boxes, shavings, or other combustible materials;
(7)
Hazardous conditions arising from defective, inadequate, or improperly used or installed electrical wiring,
equipment, or appliances;
(8)
Hazardous conditions arising from defective, inadequate, or improperly installed equipment for handling or
using combustible, flammable, explosive, or otherwise hazardous substances;
(9)
Dangerous or unlawful amounts of combustible, flammable, explosive, or otherwise hazardous substances;
(10)
Reduced effectiveness of any fire wall, fire separation wall, fire partition, or any opening protective assembly
provided therein;
(11)
Hazardous conditions arising from defective or improperly installed or maintained fire protection systems,
internal communications systems, or fire ventilation systems; or
(12)
In occupancies of an especially hazardous nature or where special hazards exist in addition to the normal hazard
of the occupancy or where access for fire apparatus is unduly difficult, additional safeguards may be required by
the Fire Chief or authorized representative consisting of additional fire appliance units, more than one type of
appliance, or special systems suitable for the protection from the hazard involved. Such devices or appliances
may include, but are not limited to, automatic fire alarm systems, automatic sprinkler or water spray systems,
standpipe and hose, fixed or portable fire extinguishers, suitable asbestos blankets, breathing apparatus, manual
or automatic covers, or carbon dioxide, foam, or other special fire extinguishing systems. Where such systems
are installed, they shall be in accordance with the applicable standards of the National Fire Protection
Association listed in Section 11-253. Where the special hazard arises from the mere possibility of fire (such as,
but not limited to, a cylinder of poison gas), other appropriate safeguards or protective equipment may be
required.
(b)
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Vacating of premises; locking, latching, or securing premises. Whenever the Fire Chief or authorized
representative shall find any building or other structure which, for want of repairs, or because of damage done
by storm, fire, explosion, natural wear and tear, or other causes of damage or deterioration, is in such condition
as to constitute an immediate and present danger to life, property, or public safety, the Fire Chief or authorized
representative is authorized to order the premises vacated immediately, if occupied, and is further authorized to
post notice on the property and to order the property locked and boarded to prevent any person from entering
onto the premises. If the unsafe and dangerous conditions are not corrected in accordance with the order of the
Fire Chief or authorized representative and no appeal has been taken as provided in this Subtitle, the building or
structure may be secured and boarded by the County or may be removed by the County, whichever shall be
required to remedy the unsafe condition. If the owner has not maintained or has been unable to maintain the
building in a safe, locked, and boarded condition as previously ordered, the Fire Chief or authorized
representative may order the demolition of the building, the filling of any excavation, and the clearing of the
property so that it will be in a safe condition. The cost of removal or securing by the County shall be charged to
the owner of the property in the manner of taxes, and such charge shall be a lien on the property. The cost to the
County for removal or securing may also be collected as other debts.
(c)
Notice and order generally. Whenever the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall issue a notice and order
directed to the owner of record of a building to abate a dangerous condition, the notice and order shall contain:
(1)
The street address and legal description sufficient for identification of the premises upon which the building is
located;
(2)
A statement that the Fire Chief or authorized representative has found the building to be dangerous with a brief
and concise description of the conditions found to render the building dangerous;
(3)
A statement of the action required to be taken as determined by the Fire Chief or authorized representative;
(4)
A statement advising that if any required repair or demolition work is not commenced within the time specified
the Fire Chief or authorized representative may proceed to cause the work to be done and charge the costs
thereof against the property or its owner; and
(5)
A statement advising:
(A)
That any person having any record title or legal interest in the building may appeal from the notice and order to
the Board of Appeals, provided that the appeal is made in writing as provided in this Code and filed within ten
(10) days from the date of service; and
(B)
That failure to appeal will constitute a waiver of all right to administrative hearing and determination of the
matter.
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(d)
Method of service of notice and order. Service of the notice and order shall be made upon all persons entitled
thereto either personally or by mailing a copy of such notice and order by certified mail, postage prepaid, return
receipt requested, to each such person at the address as it appears on the last assessment roll of the County or as
known to the Fire Chief or authorized representative. If no address of any such person so appears or is known to
the Fire Chief or authorized representative, then a copy of the notice and order shall be so mailed, addressed to
such person, at the address of the building involved in the proceedings, and a copy shall be posted at or near the
main entrance to the building. In addition, a copy shall be posted at the door of the Prince George's County
Courthouse in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, or on a bulletin board in the immediate vicinity thereof. The failure
of any such person to receive such notice shall not affect the validity of any proceedings taken under this
Section. Service by certified mail in the manner herein provided shall be effective on the date of the mailing.
(e)
Posting and form of notice to vacate. Every notice to vacate shall be served as provided in Subsection (d) of this
Section, be posted at or upon each exit of the building, and be in substantially the following form:

(f)
Compliance with notice to vacate. Whenever such notice is posted, the Fire Chief or authorized representative
shall include a notification thereof in the notice and order issued by him or her under Subsection (e) of this
Section reciting the emergency and specifying the conditions which necessitate the posting. No person shall
remain in or enter any building that has been so posted, except that entry may be made to repair or demolish.
(g)
Stay of notice and order during appeals. Except for orders to vacate, enforcement of any notice and order of the
Fire Chief or authorized representative issued under this Section shall be stayed pending an appeal therefrom
which is properly and timely filed.
(h)
Failure to obey order. After any order of the Fire Chief or authorized representative or the Board of Appeals
made pursuant to this Section shall have become final, no person to whom any such order is directed shall fail,
neglect, or refuse to obey any such order. Any such person who fails to comply with any such order is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
(i)
Authority of the Fire Chief or authorized representative on failure to obey final order. If, after any order of the
Fire Chief or authorized representative or the Board of Appeals made pursuant to this Section has become final,
and the person to whom such order is directed shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey such order, the Fire Chief or
authorized representative may cause such person to be prosecuted under Subsection (h) of this Section, or
institute any appropriate action to abate such building as a public nuisance, or both.
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(j)
Extensions. Upon receipt of any application from the person required to conform to the order and an agreement
by such person that he or she will comply with the order if allowed additional time, the Fire Chief or authorized
representative may, in his or her discretion, grant an extension of time, not to exceed an additional one hundred
twenty (120) days within which to complete said repair, rehabilitation, or demolition if the Fire Chief or
authorized representative determines that such an extension of time will not create or perpetuate a situation
dangerous to life or property. The authority of the Fire Chief or authorized representative to extend time is
limited to the physical repair, rehabilitation, or demolition of the premises and will not in any way affect or
extend the time to appeal the notice and order.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-162. - Service of orders and notices generally.
Except as otherwise provided, any order or notice issued pursuant to this Subtitle shall be served upon the
owner, operator, occupant, agent or other person responsible for the condition or violation, either by personal
service or by delivering the same to and leaving it with some person of responsibility upon the premises, or by
affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place at or near the entrance to such premises, or by mailing a copy
thereof to such person by registered or certified mail to the last known address with return receipt requested.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-163. - Fire Inspection Fees.
The schedule of fees to be charged by the Fire/EMS Department to cover the administrative costs associated
with the inspections required by this Subtitle shall be:
OCCUPANCY

FEE

(1) Assembly:
(a) 1,001 or more individuals

$360.00

(b) 301—1,000 individuals

$240.00

(c) 50—300 individuals

$120.00

(2) Fairgrounds:
(a) Nine buildings or less

$240.00

(b) 10 or more buildings

$480.00

(3) Educational (Non Public Schools):
(a) Elementary, Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten Schools

$120.00

(b) Middle or Junior High School

$180.00

(c) Senior High School

$180.00

(4) Family or Group Day Care Homes:
(a) Initial Inspection

$75.00

(b) Renewal Inspection

$50.00

(5) Nursery or Day Care Center

$100.00

(6) Health Care:
(a) Ambulatory Health Care Center
Per 3,000 Sq. Ft. or portion
(b) Hospital, Nursing Home, Limited Care Facility

$180.00
$120.00 per Building + $2.50 per
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Bed inspected
(7) Detention and Correctional: (fee may be waived)

$120.00 per Building + $2.50 per
Bed inspected

(8) Residential:
(a) Hotel and Motel

$120.00 per Building + $2.50 per
Guest Room inspected

(b) Dormitory

$120.00 per Building + $2.50 per
Guest Bed inspected

(c) Apartment Buildings
i. Charged for the time of personnel of the Office of the Fire
Marshal in conducting periodic fire and life safety inspections. (Fee
calculation per hour or portion thereof, shall include time for travel,
report writing, re-inspection, research and witnessing tests).

$125.00 per hour

ii. Fee payment shall be made within 30 days of issuance of an
invoice.
(d) Lodging or Rooming House

$120.00 + $2.50 per Bed inspected

(e) 1 and 2 Family Dwellings

$75.00

(f) Foster Care Homes

$75.00

(g) Alternative Living Units

$75.00

(h) Board and Care Home

$120.00 per Building + $2.50 per
Bed inspected

(9) Mercantile:
(a) Class A - Over 30,000 Sq. Ft.

$300.00

(b) Class B - 3,000 to 30,000 Sq. Ft.

$150.00

(c) Class C - Less than 3,000 Sq. Ft.

$100.00

(10) Businesses per 3,000 Sq. Ft. or portion thereof
Industrial or Storage

$120.00

(a) Low or Ordinary Hazard
Per 5,000 Sq. Ft. or portion thereof

$120.00

(b) High Hazard
Per 5,000 Sq. Ft. or portion thereof

$200.00

(11) Manufactured Home Sites and Communities
Per Facility

$120.00 + $2.50 per Site

(12) Campgrounds:
(a) Vehicular Campgrounds
Per Facility (campsite)

$120.00 + $2.50 per Site

(b) Campgrounds
With sleeping accommodations per facility

$180.00 + $2.50 per Bed inspected

(c) Campgrounds
Without sleeping accommodations per facility

$120.00

(13) Outside Storage of Combustible Materials
Per Acre of scrap tire, lumber, mulch, tree stumps, etc.

$60.00

(14) Outside Storage of Flammable or Combustible Liquids or Gases,
Drums and/or Tanks

$120.00
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Per 5,000 Sq. Ft. or portion thereof
(15) Marinas and Piers:
Marina, Pier, Bulkhead or portion thereof used for boat services

$120.00 + $1.50 per slip

(16) Fireworks Shoot:
(a) Site Inspection and subsequent permit sign-off
(b) On-Site Inspector, per event
($50.00/hour, four-hour minimum)

$50.00 per Site
$200.00

(17) Re-Inspection Fee:
Applies if more than one re-inspection outlined above, with the exception
$150.00
of apartment buildings, is required to correct any previously identified
fire code violation.
(18) Technical Assistance Fee:
(a) Charged for the expertise of any member of the Office of the
Fire Marshal or Staff. (Fee calculation per hour or portion thereof, shall
include travel, report writing, research, and witnessing tests).
(b) Fee payment shall be required by certified check, money order
or prior arrangement, and shall be collected immediately upon the
completion of the inspection regardless of the results.

$75.00 per hour
$35.00 flat fee (as applicable to
Mobile Unit Food Facilities)

(CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010; CB-96-2012; CB-46-2015; CB-37-2019)
Sec. 11-164. through Sec. 11-200. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - PERMITS, CERTIFICATES, AND LICENSES.
Sec. 11-201. - Permit for explosives.
The provisions of Sections 11-105 through 11-107, Public Safety Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, are fully
applicable in Prince George's County. (See Title 11, Subtitle 1, Public Safety Article for State licensing
requirements and penalty provisions.)
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-202. - Building permits.
(a)
Fire Chief approval. No building permit for construction, modification, addition to or other changes in any
building, except ordinary repairs as defined in Subtitle 4 of this County Code, shall be issued without the
approval of the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(b)
Authority to require exposure or stop work. Whenever any installation requiring Fire/EMS Department
inspection is covered or concealed without first being inspected, the Fire Chief or authorized representative, after
exhausting other reasonable means to establish compliance, may require upon written notice that such work is
exposed for inspection. Any cost of such exposing and recovering shall be borne by the permittee. When any
construction work is being performed in violation of this Subtitle, the Fire Chief or authorized representative
may issue a written notice to the responsible party to stop construction or repairs on that portion of the work in
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violation. The notice shall state the nature of the violation and that it shall be unlawful to continue to work on
that portion until the violation has been corrected.
(c)
Use and Occupancy permits issued by the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
Before a Use and Occupancy permit may be issued to occupy a building that has been issued a County building
permit, the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall inspect and approve the construction for compliance
with the approved plans.
(CB-107-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-80-2006; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 11-203. - Certificates of approval for fire warning systems.
Required. It shall be unlawful for any person, directly or through an agent, to sell, offer for sale, rent, lease or
install any type of fire warning system until a certificate of approval has been issued by the Fire Chief or
authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-204. - Reserved.
Sec. 11-205. - Burning cross or other religious symbol prohibited.
No person shall burn or cause to be burned any cross or other religious symbol upon any private or public
property within Prince George's County without the express consent of the owner of such property and without
having first obtained a permit for such burning from the Fire Chief or authorized representative. Any person or
persons who violate the provisions of this Section shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall suffer punishment by imprisonment in the County jail for a period not to exceed one (1) year or shall
be fined an amount not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or shall suffer both such fine and
imprisonment in the discretion of the court.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-206. - Failure to obtain permit, approval or certificate.
(a)
Any person who sells, offers for sale, installs, operates, maintains or uses any appliance, device, equipment,
system or process or who constructs any building or modifies, excluding repairs, any existing structure, which
actions require a permit, approval or certificate under this Subtitle from the Fire Chief or authorized
representative, and has not obtained the same shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b)
Any person who stores, handles or uses any material for which a permit is required and who has not obtained the
same shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-207. - Operation without a valid permit, or under an expired, suspended or revoked permit.
(a)
Any permittee who engages in any business, operation or occupation or uses any premises after the permit
issued therefor has been suspended or revoked or has expired, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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(b)
Any person who engages in any business, operation or occupation or uses any premises and who has failed to
obtain an appropriate permit and fire inspection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-208. through Sec. 11-250. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - FIRE PREVENTION CODE.
Sec. 11-251. - Purpose; intent.
(a)
The purpose and intent of this Division is to prescribe minimum requirements and controls to safeguard life,
property, and the public welfare from the hazards of fire and explosion.
(b)
The provisions of this Division shall not prevent the use of any material or method of construction not
prescribed by this Division when the permittee can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief or
authorized representative, that the proposed method or material is, for the purpose intended, at least the
equivalent of the material or method otherwise prescribed, in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance,
durability, and safety.
(c)
Where existing standards or requirements, adopted herein, have been updated or superseded by the promulgating
authority, such revised standard or requirement shall be deemed as prima facie evidence of compliance with the
intent of the Subtitle.
(d)
Whenever it is determined, however, that there is documentary evidence that the use of a material or method
approved herein would constitute a distinct hazard to life or property, the Fire Chief or authorized representative
shall have the authority to administratively suspend approval granted herein of such material or method. The
Fire Chief or authorized representative shall, within five (5) working days, request the County Council to
confirm such administrative suspension by resolution of the Council. Such written request of the Fire Chief or
authorized representative shall be accompanied by sufficient technical data and record of national or local testing
to substantiate that the use of an approved method or material would constitute a distinct hazard to life or
property.
(e)
Prior to obtaining a fire inspection for a change of use or final occupancy permit the applicant shall obtain
approval for the proposed use from the Planning Board.
(CB-107-1979; CB-51-1995; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-252. - Construction and scope of Division.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall apply to existing conditions as well as to conditions arising after the
adoption thereof, except that conditions legally in existence at the adoption of this Division and not in strict
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compliance therewith may be permitted to continue only if, in the opinion of the Fire Chief or authorized
representative, they do not constitute a distinct hazard to life or property.
(b)
The provisions of this Division shall not apply to any building, area, or premises within the County that is owned
by any department or agency of the government of the United State of America or the State of Maryland.
(c)
Nothing in this Division shall be construed to limit the authority of any fire official who has been appointed
Assistant or Special Assistant State Fire Marshal in accordance with Subtitle 6, Public Safety Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland or the authority granted by other laws or codes.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-253. - Standards adopted.
(a)
The following enumerated codes, standards, and model laws published by the National Fire Protection
Association ("NFPA"), shall be adopted by resolution and made a part of this Division with the same force and
effect as if the same were incorporated and set forth at length therein. The editions of the individual codes and
standards listed in Subparagraph (a)(1) through (10) shall be adopted by resolution by the County Council. A
copy of the adopted codes, standards, and model laws shall be marked as a master copy and maintained by the
Clerk of the County Council.
(1)
Occupancy protection.
NFPA 32.

Standard for Dry-cleaning Plants

NFPA 88A.

Standard for Parking Structures

NFPA 99.

Health Care Facilities Code

NFPA 101.

Life Safety Code as amended by the State of Maryland Fire Prevention Code

NFPA 102.

Standard for Grandstands, Folding and Telescopic Seating, Tents, and Membrane
Structures

NFPA 307.

Standard for the Construction and Fire Protection of Marine Terminals, Piers, and
Wharves

NFPA 909.

Code for the Protection of Cultural Resource Properties — Museums, Libraries, and
Places of Worship

(2)
Flammable and Combustible Liquids.
NFPA-30.

Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code

NFPA-30A.

Code for Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities and Repair Garages

NFPA-31.

Standard for the Installation of Oil-Burning Equipment
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NFPA-33.

Standard for Spray Application Using Flammable or Combustible Materials

NFPA-34.

Standard for Dipping, Coating, and Printing Processes Using Flammable or Combustible
Liquids

NFPA-329

Recommended Practice for Handling Releases of Flammable and Combustible Liquids
and Gases

(3)
Flammable gases.
NFPA-30B.

Code for the Manufacture and Storage of Aerosol Products

NFPA-51.

Standard for the Design and Installation of Oxygen-Fuel Gas Systems for Welding,
Cutting, and Allied Processes

NFPA-51A.

Standard for Acetylene Cylinder Charging Plants

NFPA-51B.

Standard for Fire Prevention During Welding, Cutting, and Other Hot Work

NFPA-54.

National Fuel Gas Code

NFPA-55.

Compressed Gases and Cryogenic Fluids Code

NFPA-58.

Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code

NFPA-59.

Utility LP-Gas Plant Code

NFPA-59A

Standard for the Production, Storage and Handling of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)

NFPA-329

Recommended Practice for Handling Releases of Flammable and Combustible Liquids
and Gases

(4)
Hazardous materials and processes.
NFPA-35.

Standard for the Manufacture of Organic Coatings

NFPA-45.

Standard on Fire Protection for Laboratories Using Chemicals

NFPA-69.

Standard on Explosion Prevention Systems

NFPA-160.

Standard for the Use of Flame Effects Before an Audience

NFPA-400

Hazardous Materials Code

NFPA-484.

Standard for Combustible Metals

NFPA-495.

Explosive Materials Code

NFPA-560.

Standard for the Storage, Handling, and Use of Ethylene Oxide for Sterilization and
Fumigation

NFPA-654.

Standard for the Prevention of Fire and Dust Explosions from the Manufacturing,
Processing, and Handling of Combustible Particulate Solids

NFPA-664.

Standard for the Prevention of Fires and Explosions in Wood Processing and
Woodworking Facilities

NFPA-704.

Standard System for the Identification of the Hazards of Materials for Emergency
Response
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NFPA-801.

Standard for Fire Protection for Facilities Handling Radioactive Materials

NFPA-1122.

Code for Model Rocketry

NFPA-1123.

Code for Fireworks Display

(5)
Transportation.
NFPA-303.

Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards

NFPA-407.

Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing

NFPA-498.

Standard for Safe Havens and Interchange Lots for Vehicles Transporting Explosives

NFPA-501.

Standard for Manufactured Housing

NFPA-501A.

Standard for Fire Safety Criteria for Manufactured Home Installation, Sites, and
Communities

NFPA-1192.

Standard on Recreational Vehicles

NFPA-1194.

Standard for Recreational Vehicle Parks and Campgrounds

(6)
Fire extinguishing systems.
NFPA-11.

Standard for Low, Medium and High-Expansion Foam

NFPA-12.

Standard for Carbon Dioxide Extinguishing Systems

NFPA-12A.

Standard for Halon 1301 Fire Extinguishing Systems

NFPA-13.

Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems

NFPA-13D.

Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-Family Dwellings
and Manufactured Homes

NFPA-13R.

Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Residential Occupancies Up to and
Including Four Stories in Height

NFPA-14.

Standard for the Installation of Standpipes and Hose Systems

NFPA-15.

Standard for Water Spray Fixed Systems for Fire Protection

NFPA-16.

Standard for the Installation of Foam-Water Sprinkler and Foam-Water Spray Systems

NFPA-17.

Standard for Dry Chemical Extinguishing Systems

NFPA-17A.

Standard for Wet Chemical Extinguishing Systems

NFPA-20.

Standard for Installation of Stationary Pumps for Fire Protection

NFPA-22.

Standard for Water Tanks for Private Fire Protection

NFPA-24.

Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service Mains and their Appurtenances

NFPA-25.

Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection
Systems

NFPA-750

Standard on Water Mist Fire Protection Systems

NFPA-1142

Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting
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(7)
Portable fire extinguishers.
NFPA-10. Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers

(8)
Fire warning systems.
NFPA-72. National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code

(9)
Storage.
NFPA-70.

National Electrical Code

NFPA-82.

Standard on Incinerators and Waste and Linen Handling Systems and Equipment

NFPA-85.

Boiler and Combustion Systems Hazards Code

NFPA-86.

Standard for Ovens and Furnaces

NFPA-90A.

Standard for the Installation of Air Conditioning and Ventilating Systems

NFPA-90B.

Standard for the Installation of Warm Air Heating and Air Conditioning Systems

NFPA-96

Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations

NFPA-110.

Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems

NFPA-204.

Standard for Smoke and Heat Venting

NFPA-211.

Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents, and Solid Fuel Burning Appliances

NFPA-220.

Standard on Types of Building Construction

NFPA-241.

Standard for Safeguarding Construction, Alteration, and Demolition Operations

(10)
Building Construction and Facilities.
NFPA-1.

Fire Code as amended by the State of Maryland Fire Prevention Code

(CB-107-1979; CB-123-1982; CB-75-1993; CB-84-1993; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010; CB-96-2012)
Editor's note— CR-75-2006 adopted specific editions for individual codes and standards of the National Fire
Protection Association appearing in this Section.
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CR-42-2010 adopted specific editions for individual codes and standards of the National Fire Protection
Association appearing in this Section.
CR-67-2012 adopted specific editions for individual codes and standards of the Nation Fire Protection
Association appearing in this Section.
CR-82-2016 adopted specific editions for individual codes and standards of the National Fire Protection
Association appearing in this Section.
Sec. 11-254. - Exits and means of egress in buildings, generally.
(a)
Exits shall be provided and maintained as required by this Division and the applicable sections of the Prince
George's County Building Code.
(b)
All doors in or leading to exits shall be maintained operable from the inside, without the use of a key or any
special knowledge or effort, at all times when the building or area served hereby is occupied.
(c)
Special purpose door alarms, window bars, or bolting devices shall be approved by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative prior to installation. Manually operated edge or surface mounted flush bolts are prohibited.
(d)
In other than individual dwelling units, no person shall place, store, or keep or permit to be placed, stored, or
kept any materials, the presence or burning of which would obstruct or render hazardous an exit.
(e)
No person shall at any time place an encumbrance of any kind before or upon any fire escape, balcony, or ladder
intended as a means of escape from fire.
(f)
All fire exit doors which open into stairways or exit passageways and any doors which are installed across
corridors to provide fire or smoke barriers shall be self-closing and shall be so maintained or shall be automatic
doors which will close upon activation of a fail-safe type of approved smoke detection device.
(g)
It shall be unlawful to block, obstruct, or otherwise impair the operation of any door required to be self-closing
or automatic.
(h)
All doors which are installed to provide protection of openings in exit stairways or exit corridors shall be
equipped with a positive-latching device to prevent the spread of smoke and fire.
(i)
No person shall block, impede, or obstruct any aisle, passageway, hallway, lobby, foyer, or stairway, leading to
or from an entrance or exit required by law, which will prevent, delay, hinder, or interfere with the free use of
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such passageway by any person.
(j)
The following exceptions are provided to the requirements to provide free and unobstructed egress from all parts
of all buildings and structures at all times.
(1)
In mental, penal, or corrective institutions where supervisory personnel are continually on duty and effective
provisions, approved by the Fire Chief or authorized representative, are made to remove occupants in the case of
fire or other emergency.
(2)
When approved by the Fire Chief or authorized representative, in buildings occupied only by personnel whose
principal duty is the security of the building and when each such person has keys to an adequate number of exits
the prohibition against the use of keys in exit doors may be waived.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-255. - Fire drills.
(a)
Educational occupancies. Fire drills shall be conducted at least once during each month in which classes are held
in educational occupancies where such occupancies constitute the major occupancy of the building, and the
following regulations shall be observed:
(1)
Fire drills shall include complete evacuation of all persons from the building or structure; and
(2)
A record of all fire drills conducted shall be maintained and made available upon request to the Fire Chief or
authorized representative; and
(3)
The agent in charge of such occupancies shall notify Public Safety Communications prior to and immediately
after each fire drill.
(b)
Institutional occupancies. Fire drills shall be conducted at least once each month for each work shift in
institutional occupancies such as hospitals, nursing homes and jails where such occupancy constitutes the major
occupancy of a building, and the following regulations shall be observed:
(1)
Fire drills shall be conducted to familiarize operating personnel with their assigned positions of emergency duty.
(2)

1266/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Employees of such institutional occupancies shall receive fire safety training at least once every six (6) months.
Training programs shall be based upon, but not limited to, the emergency fire safety manual for the institution
that has been approved by the Office of the Fire Marshal. Agents in charge of such institutions shall forward
training documentation to the Office of the Fire Marshal upon request.
(3)
Complete evacuation of occupants from the building at the time of the fire drill shall be required only where it is
practicable and does not involve moving or disturbing patients under medical care.
(4)
A record of all fire drills conducted shall be maintained and made available upon request to the Fire Chief or
authorized representative.
(5)
The agent in charge of such occupancy shall notify Public Safety Communications prior to and immediately
after each fire drill.
(c)
Weather. During severe weather, fire drills may be postponed, upon written request and written permission by
the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-256. - Places of assembly.
(a)
Occupancy load certificate generally. In every place of public or private assembly, there shall be an original
occupancy load certificate permanently posted in a conspicuous place in the room near the entrance. Such
certificate shall be furnished and signed by the Fire Chief or authorized representative, and such certificate shall
read generally as follows:

(b)
Capacity in excess of occupancy load certificate. No owner, operator, or manager, or person in charge, or agent,
or employee shall permit, within a place of public or private assembly, any persons in excess of the number
allowed by the occupancy load certificate for such place. Where there is any doubt as to the computation of
occupancy load, the certificate shall control.
(c)
Sale of tickets in excess of occupancy load certificate limit. No owner, operator, manager, agent, or employee of
any place of public or private assembly hereto referred shall sell or permit any employee, agent, or servant to sell
for a single performance, or between the beginning and end of any single performance or show (including short
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or extra attractions in the case of motion pictures), more tickets or admissions than the number of persons
allowed within such place by the occupancy load certificate. Such sale of an excess number of tickets or
admissions shall be prima facie evidence of the violation of this Division.
(d)
Posting of occupancy load certificate. It shall be unlawful to operate or use any place of assembly unless the
certificate required by Subsection (a) of this Section is conspicuously posted.
(e)
Audiences to be informed of exits. It shall be the duty of the person in charge of any theatre or place of public
assembly to call the attention of those present, immediately prior to the beginning of the play, address or other
matter of proceedings for which the people are assembled, to the number and location of the several exits in the
building or hall and to state that the doors to all such exits are unlocked. Before making such announcement, it
shall be the duty of such person to make an actual inspection to verify the fact or to see that said doors are
unlocked.
(1)
It shall be the duty of the person in charge of every public or private assembly to call the attention of everyone
present at a performance, address, exhibition or other matter of proceeding to the exits by displaying or
announcing the following:

(2)
The requirement for calling the attention to everyone present in any public or private assembly shall be
considered complied with by one of the following:
(A)
Oral announcement of the above notice from stage, platform or floor at the beginning of every performance,
address, exhibition, contest or other matter of proceedings.
(B)
Showing the above notice on cinema screen where moving or stereopticon pictures are shown.
(C)
Printing the above notice in bold-type letters not less than one-fourth (1/4) inch in height on the back of
programs for such performances, matters or other proceedings, and nothing but the said notice shall be place
thereon.
(D)
Having a fixed sign or signs displaying the above notice printed in letters of a size and clearness that can be
easily read from any and every point in the assembly room.
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(f)
Interior finish. Walls, ceilings, and floor covering shall be in accordance with the interior finish requirements
listed in NFPA-101, Life Safety Code.
(g)
Decorations, defined. Decorative material shall include, but not be limited to, all such materials as curtains,
draperies, streamers, surface coverings applied over interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other effect and
also cloth, cotton batting, straw, vines, leaves, trees, and moss used for decorative effect, but it shall not include
floor coverings, ordinary window shades, and materials one twenty-eighth (1/28) of an inch or less in thickness
applied directly and adhering tightly to a noncombustible base.
(h)
Use of flammable material. No decorative materials shall be used which, as applied, will ignite and allow flame
to spread over the surface or allows burning particles to drop when exposed to a match-flame test applied to a
piece removed from the material and tested in a safe place. The piece shall be held in a vertical position and the
bottom edge exposed to a flame from a common match held in a horizontal position, one-fourth (1/4) inch
underneath the piece, and at a constant location for a minimum of twelve (12) seconds.
(i)
Renewal of flameproofing treatments. Treatments used to accomplish this flameproofing shall be renewed as
often as may be necessary to maintain the flameproof effect.
(j)
Pyroxylin-coated fabrics. Pyroxylin-coated fabric used as a decorative material in accordance with Subsection
(g) of this Section or as a surface covering on fixed furnishings shall be limited as follows: Such fabrics
containing 1.4 ounces or more cellulose nitrate per square yard shall not be used in excess of a total amount
equivalent to one (1) square foot of fabric surface to fifteen (15) cubic feet of room volume. Each square foot of
such fabric which contains 1.7 ounces or more of cellulose nitrate per square yard shall be counted as two (2)
square feet in making this computation.
(k)
Flammable screens. In places of assembly no motion picture screen or screen masking shall be used which will
ignite and allow flame to spread over the surface when exposed to the match-flame test described in Subsection
(h) of this Section.
(l)
Checking egress facilities. The operator or the person in charge of operation of use of any place or assembly
shall check egress facilities before such place of assembly is occupied for any use to determine compliance with
the provisions of this Section.
(m)
Locking of egress doors. During the period of occupancy, an egress door shall not be locked, bolted, or
otherwise fastened or obstructed by any means so that the door cannot be opened from the inside by the use of
the ordinary door latch or knob or by pressure on the door or on a panic release device.
(n)
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Aisles. In each room where chairs, tables and chairs or lounges and benches are used, the arrangement shall be
such as to provide for ready access to aisles to each egress door. Aisles leading directly to an egress door shall
have not less than thirty-six (36) inches clear width which shall not be obstructed by chairs, tables, or other
objects.
(o)
Obstructions. A part of a stairway, whether interior or exterior, or of a hallway, corridor, vestibule, balcony, or
bridge leading to stairway or exit way shall not be used in any way that will obstruct or restrict its use as a means
of egress, or that will present a hazardous condition.
(p)
Stopping of performance by Fire Chief or authorized representative. The Fire Chief or authorized representative,
upon finding any overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles, passageways, or other means of egress or
upon finding any condition which constitutes a serious menace to life shall cause the performance, presentation,
spectacle, or entertainment to be stopped until such condition or obstruction is corrected.
(q)
Failure to leave premises when requested to do so. Any person who fails to leave any premises that is
overcrowded, when told to do so by the management of the premises or any authorized representative of the
Fire/EMS Department, shall be deemed in violation of this Subtitle.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-257. - Fire safety instructions for multiresidential occupancies.
(a)
Posting. Hotels, motels, multifamily dwellings, lodging houses, and all other residential occupancies except oneand two-family dwellings shall have a printed copy of fire safety instructions permanently and conspicuously
posted in each occupancy unit and at such other locations as required by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative. The text and posting location shall be subject to the approval of the Fire Chief or authorized
representative. Unauthorized removal of such signs shall be a violation of this Subtitle.
EXAMPLE:

(b)
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Fire Plans. Upon request of the Fire Chief, the person responsible for fire safety in all buildings more than
seventy-five (75) feet in height above average grade, buildings serving as housing for senior citizens, buildings
housing institutional or educational occupancies, or such other buildings as may be required by the Fire Chief or
authorized representative, shall prepare a written plan which details adequate procedures for occupants in case of
fire. The plan shall be transmitted to the Fire Chief or authorized representative for approval. After approval, the
plan shall be distributed to appropriate occupants of the building.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-258. - Smoke Alarms.
(a)
Requirements for multifamily apartment houses, hotels, motels, and dormitories.
(1)
Multifamily apartment house. It shall be the responsibility of the owner of each new or existing multifamily
apartment house to install smoke alarms in each such multifamily dwelling unit intended to be used or originally
built or designed to be used for residential purposes, not to include any dwelling unit within any structure which
has been wholly converted to a nonresidential use. They shall be installed by July 1, 1978, in the manner
hereinafter provided unless any other provision of County, State or federal law shall require installation before
that date.
(2)
Hotels, motels, and dormitories. The owner of each new or existing hotel, motel and dormitory shall install
smoke alarms in each sleeping area. They shall be installed in existing buildings by July 1, 1980, in the manner
hereinafter provided, unless any other provision of County, State or federal law shall require installation before
that date.
(b)
Location. At least one (1) smoke alarm shall be installed in close proximity to the access for each sleeping area.
(c)
Installation. Smoke alarms may be directly hard wired to the building's power supply and have a batterypowered back-up. The batteries shall be in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications.
(d)
Maintenance of smoke alarms in multifamily apartment houses, hotels, motels, and dormitories. It shall be the
responsibility of the property owner or agent to annually inspect and maintain any smoke alarm device, installed
in compliance with the provisions of this Section, in accordance with the manufacturer's warranty and/or
suggested maintenance schedule. In addition, the property owner shall provide any tenant access to a copy of the
maintenance schedule, operating manual, and any other instructional or precautionary literature which the
manufacturer may supply with the unit.
(e)
Supervision. In new multifamily apartment houses, motels, hotels, and dormitories which have a required
manual fire alarm system, a heat detector shall be installed next to the required smoke alarm(s) and the heat
detector shall be connected to the manual fire alarm system.
(f)
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Certification at change in occupancy. At every change of occupancy or tenancy in any multifamily dwelling unit
occasioned by or incidental to a sale, lease, sublease, or change in tenancy, it shall be the duty of the grantor
thereof to certify to the tenant, at the time of conveyance and before occupancy, that all smoke alarms as
required by this Section (or other applicable laws) are installed and in proper working condition.
(g)
Other standards applicable. This Section is intended to be used with and supplemented by the applicable
provisions of National Fire Protection Association Standard NFPA-72.
(h)
Requirements for one- and two-family residential dwellings. The requirements for installation and maintenance
of smoke alarms in one- and two-family residential dwellings shall be as prescribed by Title 9, Public Safety
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as may be amended from time to time. As of July 1, 1982, Section 12A,
as amended by Chapter 340 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 1982, requires that in one- and two-family
residential dwellings the occupant of each dwelling unit shall be responsible for installing and maintaining at
least one approved battery or AC primary electric-powered smoke alarm.
(i)
Replacement. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to replace any smoke alarm(s) as specified by
the manufacturer.
(j)
All multi-family dwellings shall have battery back-up smoke alarms in the manner specified by this Subtitle by
January 1, 2007.
(CB-107-1979; CB-110-1982; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-259. - Underground storage tanks.
(a)
Compliance required. The owner, lessee or person(s) in control of the facilities for the storage and dispensing of
flammable liquids shall follow the provisions of NFPA-30 and NFPA-329 as adopted under this Division and the
procedures hereinafter set forth, and shall assume any cost related thereto; provided, however, that where
compliance requires the making of additions to or changes in the structure of the facility, such as would
immediately become real estate and be the property of the owner of the real property, the order shall affect the
owner and not the lessee or other person(s) in control of the facility, unless it is otherwise agreed between the
owner and lessee or other person(s) in control of the facility. This Section shall apply to any facility used for the
storage of flammable liquids when in the judgment of the Fire Chief or authorized representative there is
evidence of a leak and hazard to life. Farm operations shall be exempt from this Section. The determination of a
farm operation shall be the same as shown by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation.
(b)
Tanks to which requirements apply. Unless otherwise indicated, testing requirements of this Section shall not
apply to tanks and equipment made of fiberglass or other noncorrosive material subject to the approval of the
Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(c)
New or replacement installation. Before any tanks and equipment for the storage and dispensing of flammable
liquids are covered from sight following installation, the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall inspect the
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installation and give approval therefor if the requirements of this Section have been met. Tanks that have been
glass lined (fiberglass) shall be tested as if a new tank. A record of tank size, name of manufacturer, and serial
number shall be placed on a correction order after test for tightness is finished.
(d)
Tanks in service, inventory records, and pressure testing pipe. Accurate inventory control records for the purpose
of detecting system leakage shall be maintained by the person(s) or company in control of the premises for each
underground storage facility in accordance with NFPA-30 and NFPA-329 as adopted by this Division. The
person(s) or company in control of the premises shall promptly report any significant loss of product to the Fire
Chief or authorized representative, in accordance with standards established by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative for the facility. The person(s) or company shall make and record daily measurements of product
inventory. These inventory control records shall be available for checking by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative upon request. All piping in remote pumping installations in existence on March 1, 1977, shall be
subjected to a pressure test for at least thirty (30) minutes pneumatically to 110% of the maximum anticipated
pressure of the system, but not less than five (5) pounds per square inch at the highest point of the system within
two (2) years of March 1, 1977. Such tests shall be repeated on all such systems at intervals no greater than five
(5) years. The date of the test, the pressure to which the system was tested, the duration and the results thereof
shall be recorded and maintained until the date of the next test and shall be available upon request for inspection
by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(e)
Tanks in service; storage testing. All underground flammable liquid storage tanks which will have been buried
for ten (10) years or more on March 1, 1977, and all those tanks for which no buried installation date can be
reasonably determined, shall be tested for tightness according to the standards set forth in NFPA-329 as adopted
by this Division. In the event that a "final test" is required on any buried storage tank prior to the expiration of
the ten (10) years, a later test will not be required without cause until the expiration of five (5) years from the
date of the test or the expiration of the tenth year of its installation, whichever occurs later. After the tenth year,
"final tests" shall be repeated on all such tanks at intervals no greater than five (5) years without cause. The date
of the test, the model and the type of the tester, the name of the operator of the equipment, the duration and
results thereof shall be recorded and maintained until the date of the next test and shall be available for
inspection by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(f)
Testing for cause. Notwithstanding the foregoing requirements for testing piping and underground storage tanks,
the Fire Chief or authorized representative may require a "final test" or its equivalent on any such system when
he or she finds any of the following conditions exist:
(1)
That inventory control records are improperly kept so that it cannot be determined whether a shortage of product
exists.
(2)
Inventory control records indicate a shortage of product.
(3)
There is a detection of leakage.
(4)
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There is a persistent odor or presence of flammable liquids in any structure, building, vault, well, or unapproved
location within Prince George's County.
(g)
Underground flammable liquids storage tanks out of service. Underground tanks which are not in active service
shall be treated as "temporarily out of service" by taking the following steps:
(1)
Notify the Office of the Fire Marshal of intent to render the tank inactive.
(2)
Secure the fill-line cap, gauge-opening cap, and pump suction or discharge line, if disconnected, against
tampering and product leakage.
(3)
Assure that the vent line is open.
(4)
Purge the tank. An underground tank shall not be left in "temporarily out of service" condition in excess of
twelve (12) months. If it is to be returned to service, the final test shall be applied as outlined in Section VII of
NFPA-329.
(h)
Abandoned underground flammable liquid tanks. Underground tanks which are not in active service and which
do not comply with Section VII of NFPA-329 shall be removed in accordance with Appendix C-4 and C-5 of
NFPA-30. Tanks shall not be abandoned by leaving in place without the express approval of the Fire Chief or
authorized representative.
(i)
Corrosion protection. Corrosion protection for tanks and piping shall be provided by one (1) or more of the
following methods:
(1)
Cathodic protection;
(2)
Corrosion resistant materials or construction;
(3)
Use of protective coating or wrappings.
Selection of the type of protection to be employed should be based upon the corrosion history of the
geographical soil area and the judgment of a qualified corrosion engineer.
(j)
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All establishments storing or handling flammable materials shall be plainly marked with signs at entrances to
storage or use areas and at such other points as may be recommended by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative. Filling and emptying connections for Class IA, IB, and IC liquids which are made and broken
shall be located outside of buildings at a location free from any source of ignition and not less than five (5) feet
away from any building opening. Such connections for any liquid shall be closed and liquid tight when not in
use and shall be properly identified by color and/or wording or other means approved by the Fire Chief or
authorized representative.
(k)
The dispensing of gasoline, or any product mixing gasoline with another flammable or combustible liquid, into
any portable container, and the transportation of such product in a portable container, is subject to the limits of
Class I-A liquids under Table 9.4.3, NFPA-30, with the exception that glass and plastic containers are prohibited
unless they bear a label of approval to contain gasoline from a recognized testing laboratory approved by the
Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(l)
Storage of Class I liquids, as defined in NFPA-30, in any tank or container that is fixed rather than portable, is
prohibited on any residential property which does not include farm operations. The determination of a farm
operation shall be the same as shown by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation.
(m)
Storage of Class I liquids, as defined by NFPA-30, is prohibited in a single-family dwelling except for the
following:
(1)
The storage or use of flammable or combustible liquids in the fuel tank of a motor vehicle, aircraft, motorboat,
mobile power plant or mobile heating plant.
(2)
The storage or use of paints, oils, varnishes, or similar flammable mixtures when such liquids are stored for
maintenance, painting or similar purposes for a period of not more than thirty (30) days.
(3)
Up to five (5) gallons of such Class I liquids in a garage or other attached storage area.
(n)
Storage of Class I liquids, as defined by NFPA-30, is prohibited in any multiple-family dwelling.
(CB-107-1979; CB-79-1983; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-260. - Above-ground tank storage of flammable liquids.
(a)
Generally. Above-ground storage tanks for the storage of Class I flammable and Class II liquids, as defined in
NFPA-30, shall be prohibited except as provided for in Subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this Section.
(b)
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Existing tanks. Existing above-ground tanks approved by the Fire Chief or authorized representative may be
continued, provided that the installation does not constitute a hazard. The Fire Chief or authorized representative
shall periodically inspect the installation for safety; if it is determined that the installation or operation is no
longer conducted or maintained in a safe manner, the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall have the
authority to require their removal or replacement with underground tanks.
(c)
Agricultural storage. On-farm portable tanks not exceeding six hundred sixty (660) gallons of Class I liquid are
hereby permitted, if stored fifty (50) feet or more away from buildings and adjoining property lines.
(d)
Temporary use of portable tanks. The provisions of Subsection (a) of this Section shall not prohibit the
temporary use of portable tanks less than six hundred sixty (660) gallons capacity in conjunction with the
dispensing of flammable or combustible liquids into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles or other motorized
equipment on premises not normally accessible to the public, not to exceed six (6) months use.
(e)
Outside tanks supplying oil burning equipment. Outside above-ground tanks not exceeding five hundred fifty
(550) gallons capacity may be used to supply oil burning equipment in one- or two-family detached dwellings.
(f)
Bulk storage. Above-ground tanks for bulk storage of Class II combustible liquids shall have a maximum
capacity of six hundred and sixty (660 gallons). Above-ground tanks may be established in noncongested areas
when the Fire Chief or authorized representative finds that installation will not adversely affect the safety of
surrounding property. Above-ground tanks shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from a dwelling
unit, school, outdoor playground, library or hospital when the Fire Chief or authorized representative finds that
the installation will not adversely affect the safety of the surrounding property. These installations shall be
equipped with fixed fire extinguishing systems, cut-off valves and such other safeguards as may be deemed
necessary by the Fire Chief or other authorized representative.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-1-2013)
Sec. 11-261. - Parking and garaging of vehicles used for transportation of flammable liquids.
(a)
No tank vehicle used for the transportation of flammable liquids shall be left unattended on any street, highway,
avenue, or alley; provided that this shall not prevent a driver from the necessary absence from the truck in
connection with the delivery of his load, except that during actual discharge of the liquid some responsible
person shall be present at the vehicle. This Section shall not be construed to prevent stops for meals during the
day or night if the street is well lighted at the point of parking.
(b)
Tank vehicles containing flammable liquids shall not be parked out of doors at any point for longer than one (1)
hour, except off the streets, and at least twenty-five (25) feet from any building used for assembly, institutional,
or residential occupancy.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-262. - Use of certain gasoline stoves.
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The use in buildings, private residences and trailers of gasoline stoves or other similar appliances using Class I
liquids as defined in NFPA-30 for cooking or heating is prohibited.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-263. - Liquified petroleum gas.
(a)
Safeguarding of premises. All spaces at bulk storage plants within which liquified petroleum gases are
transferred or stored, including all connections to storage tanks, shall be segregated with fences approved by the
Fire Chief or authorized representative. The gates in such fences shall be kept locked at all times when no
responsible person or agent is present.
(b)
Safeguarding of customers' supply tanks. Tanks supplying customers' installations shall be located outside of
buildings. All valves and connections thereon shall be safeguarded by an enclosure approved by the Fire Chief
or authorized representative. Installations with an aggregate water capacity of greater than two thousand (2,000)
gallons shall have the area, which includes the tank and container appurtenances, enclosed with at least six (6)
foot high industrial-type fence unless otherwise adequately protected. Gates shall be locked at all times when no
responsible person or agent is present.
(c)
Special requirements in the case of bulk storage (two thousand (2,000) gallons aggregate water capacity or
more) in heavily populated or congested areas. Determination as to individual tank capacity, total storage,
distance to property lines, underground storage, fixed fire suppression systems, or other reasonable protective
measures shall be made by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(d)
Containers in residential buildings. Liquid petroleum gas containers stored in a building housing residential
occupancies shall be limited to two (2) ICC-DOT cylinders with a water capacity not exceeding two and onehalf (2 1/2) pounds which shall be part of an approved, self-contained hand torch assembly or similar appliance.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-264. - Gas shutoff.
(a)
Notice when gas is shut off. Any person shutting off gas to any building or structure shall notify the company
supplying such gas within thirty (30) minutes.
(b)
Shutoff valves are to be accessible; curb keys. No person shall make gas shutoff valves inaccessible to the
Fire/EMS Department. The local provider of gas or gas utility, upon request, shall furnish appropriate curb keys
to the Fire/EMS Department.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-265. - Compressed gases generally.
(a)
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Storage containers. Cylinders and pressure vessels for compressed gases shall be designed, constructed, tested
and maintained in accordance with nationally recognized good practice. Each cylinder, pressure vessel or group
of containers shall be marked with the name of the gas contained therein in accordance with approved methods.
(b)
Storage and use. All compressed gas cylinders in service or in storage shall be secured to prevent falling or
being knocked over.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-266. - Fumigation.
Notification. Public Safety Communications shall be notified, in writing, at least twenty-four (24) hours before
any fumigation operation in accordance with the provisions of NFPA-560.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-267. - Fireworks.
(a)
Use and possession of fireworks, prohibited with exception. It is unlawful for any person to manufacture,
possess, store, offer for sale, expose for sale, sell, discharge, use, burn, or explode any fireworks in Prince
George's County, Maryland, except that an authorized display may be conducted by a fireworks shooter.
(b)
Storage for purposes of authorized display. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Division, fireworks
brought into Prince George's County, Maryland, by a fireworks shooter for the purpose of an authorized display
may be stored under the following conditions:
(1)
The place or places to be used for storage of fireworks have been previously approved by the Office of the Fire
Marshal for Prince George's County.
(2)
The Office of the Fire Marshal has received notification from the fireworks shooter at least twenty-four (24)
hours in advance of the time that fireworks for an authorized display will be brought into the County.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-268. - Open burning, recreational fires and portable outdoor fireplaces.
(a)
Open burning means a fire, where material is burned on the ground or in an open receptacle without a chimney
or stack. Small recreational fires, including campfires, are considered open burning.
(b)
Where permitted by the provisions of Section 19-104, and 19-105 of this County Code, burning by open fires
shall be subject to the following conditions:
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(1)
Open fires shall be attended at all times by a person eighteen (18) years of age or older, who is in direct view of
the fire. The fire shall be attended until completely extinguished.
(2)
Garbage, dead animals, animal waste, tires, plastic, rubber, and other materials which create dense smoke or
emissions injurious or noxious to people or property shall not be burned.
(3)
It shall be unlawful for any person to kindle any open fire, except cooking fires or recreational fires, without first
notifying Public Safety Communications of such burning. Where the burning continues for more than one (1)
day, Public Safety Communications shall be notified prior to 8 A.M. on each day of burning.
(A)
Cooking fires shall burn the following fuels: (1) clean firewood (2) dried firewood (3) charcoal or as determined
by the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief's designee.
(4)
The Fire Chief or authorized representative may prohibit such burning at any time it is determined that the
kindling of an open fire creates a fire hazard.
(5)
Except for those fires used for cooking food on property occupied by a single-family dwelling, open fires shall
be not less than thirty (30) feet from any building or structure. A clear space free of ignitable materials not less
than ten (10) feet in diameter shall be maintained around the fire.
(6)
The burning of materials of any kind on or within thirty (30) feet of any public roads, streets, highways, alleys,
sidewalks, and public rights-of-way shall be prohibited at all times.
(7)
Where open burning is being conducted under the terms of a permit issued by the Prince George's County Health
Department, the permittee shall be personally responsible for the fire at all times. The permit shall be in the
possession of the person supervising the burning at all times.
(8)
No persons shall kindle a fire upon the land of another without permission of the owner thereof or the owner's
agent.
(9)
Recreational fires shall be no larger than three (3) feet in diameter.
(10)
A way to extinguish a fire shall be available at all open burn sites.
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(11)
Recreational fires shall not be used to dispose of leaves, branches, brush or other vegetation. Only dry, natural
wood may be burned in a recreational fire.
(12)
Recreational fires are prohibited during drought conditions, if winds are greater than twelve (12) miles per hour
(mph) or during an air pollution event. An air pollution event is when the air quality has been designated Code
Red or Code Orange.
(c)
Fires in salamanders or other similar devices, fired with propane or No. 2 fuel oil at construction sites, are
permitted.
(d)
Fires in fixed or portable outdoor fireplaces, chimineas, and other similar devices are permitted. Fires, described
in subsection (d), shall be fueled only by seasoned dry firewood, used in accordance with the manufacturer's
guidelines and are subject to the following conditions:
(1)
Fires shall be attended at all times by a person eighteen (18) years of age or older who is in direct view of the
fire. The fire shall be attended until it is completely extinguished. A fire extinguisher or hose must be available
during use of the devices described in subsection (d).
(2)
Fires shall be at least thirty (30) feet from any structure. Fires are not permitted on any balcony or deck.
(3)
The Fire Chief or the Fire Chief's designee may prohibit such fires at any time the Fire Chief or his designee
determines that their use creates a fire hazard.
(4)
Fires in these devices, described in subsection (d), are prohibited on or within thirty (30) feet of any public
roads, streets, highways, alleys, sidewalks, and public rights-of-way.
(5)
No person shall use these devices, described in subsection (d), upon the land of another without permission of
the owner thereof or the owner's agent.
(e)
Smoke emissions from any allowed fire must not consistently exceed twenty percent (20%) opacity, as
determined by the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief's designee. Fires where visible smoke steadily conveys across
property lines are prohibited. No fires shall be left to smolder. All fires shall be fully extinguished with zero
smoke emissions.
(A)
1280/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Smoke from fuel cooked fires, as permitted by State and local law, is exempt from subsection (e).
(f)
Fixed, portable fireplaces and pits fueled by gas or propane are permitted at single family dwellings or
townhouses when used in accordance with the manufacturer's guidelines. The devices described in subsection (f)
are subject to the following conditions:
(1)
The device shall be attended at all times by a person eighteen (18) years of age or older, who is in direct view of
the device. A fire extinguisher or hose shall be available during use of the devices described in subsection (f).
(2)
A device, described in subsection (f), used on a deck shall be at least ten (10) feet from single family dwellings
or townhouses. The combustion area shall not be in direct contact with combustible decking.
(3)
The Fire Chief, or the Fire Chief's designee, may prohibit the use of such devices, described in subsection (f), at
any time the Fire Chief, or the Fire Chief's designee determines that the use creates a fire hazard.
(4)
Use of these devices, described in subsection (f), are prohibited on or within thirty (30) feet of any public roads,
streets, highways, alleys, sidewalks, and public rights-of-way.
(5)
No person shall use these devices upon the property of another without permission of the owner thereof or the
owner's agent.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-13-2016; CB-54-2016)
Sec. 11-269. - Use of certain cooking equipment adjacent to multifamily dwellings.
The use of charcoal burning, other fuel-burning, or electric-cooking equipment outside of any multifamily
dwelling shall be prohibited unless such cooking equipment is at least thirty (30) feet from every part of the
building, including contiguous patios and balconies. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to
townhouses, row houses, or other multifamily dwellings where all dwelling units are side by side and none are
superimposed above another.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-270. - Use of charcoal-burning equipment in buildings.
In buildings, trailers and other confined areas, the use of charcoal fire stoves or cooking appliances shall be
prohibited, except where such appliance is provided with a U.L. or other nationally recognized approved system
to vent gaseous combustion products directly to the outside.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-271. - Use of portable heaters.

1281/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Portable heaters shall be designed and located so that they cannot be easily overturned. The Fire Chief or
authorized representative may prohibit use of portable heaters in occupancies or situations in which such use or
operation would present danger to life or the property of others.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-272. - Water supply and fire hydrants, generally.
(a)
All premises, other than those for one- and two-family dwellings where buildings or portions of buildings are
constructed and located in such a manner that access to public fire hydrants is minimal or of a distance such that
the Fire Chief or authorized representative finds that firefighting operations would be impaired, shall be
provided with approved fire hydrants connected to a water supply system capable of supplying the water flow
required by the Fire Chief or authorized representative. The location of these hydrants shall be as specified by
the Fire Chief or authorized representative. Paved access to fire hydrants shall be as specified by the Fire Chief
or authorized representative. Paved access to fire hydrants shall be provided and maintained to accommodate
fire apparatus.
(b)
All premises, other than those for one- and two-family dwellings where buildings or portions of buildings are
constructed and located more than three hundred (300) feet from the public street providing access to such
premises and said public street has fire hydrants, shall be provided with approved fire hydrants connected to a
water system capable of supplying the water flow required by the Fire Chief or authorized representative. In no
case shall the water flow be less than one thousand (1,000) gallons per minute at a residual pressure of twenty
(20) psi. The Fire Chief or authorized representative may require a greater minimum flow for high-hazard
occupancies. The location of such hydrants shall be as designated by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
Access to fire hydrants shall be provided and maintained to accommodate firefighting apparatus.
(c)
All flammable and combustible liquid tank farms, lumber yards, amusement parks, and similar occupancies,
where combustible or flammable storage or structures are located more than three hundred (300) feet from
public fire hydrants, shall be provided with approved fire hydrants connected to a water system capable of
supplying the water flow required by the Fire Chief or authorized representative. The location of such hydrants
shall be as designated by the Fire Chief or authorized representative. Suitable access to fire hydrants shall be
provided and maintained to accommodate the fire apparatus.
(d)
Supplemental water supply facilities shall be provided in those cases where the water supply obtainable from the
public water supply system is insufficient to meet the requirements of this Section. The Fire Chief or authorized
representative may establish water supply requirements in those cases where specific provisions are not provided
in this Section. If the location of the property is located outside the appropriate service area of the Ten Year
Water and Sewerage Plan or is in the Rural Tier, the property must be served by water storage tanks, the
availability of water tanker trucks, or other appropriate source of water for fire extinguishing purposes, as
determined at the time of subdivision.
(e)
There shall be no parking within fifteen (15) feet of any public or private hydrant.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-273. - Obstructing fire hydrants or Fire/EMS Department connections.
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No person shall place or keep any post, fence, growth, trash or other material or thing near any fire hydrant or
Fire/EMS Department connection, which would prevent fire officials from discerning such hydrant or
connection, or would in any other manner deter or hinder them from immediate access to and use thereof.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-274. - Multiple address; conspicuous numeral display.
All structures, presently standing and those to be constructed which contain more than one (1) numerical
address, and are used for either commercial, industrial or residential purposes, are required to have displayed in
a conspicuous place numerals at least eight (8) inches in height designating the building numbers in sequence.
Such numerals shall be placed facing each vehicular access route from which they are reasonably visible.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-275. - Fire hydrant maintenance.
All private fire hydrants shall be tested, maintained, and serviced annually by the property owner. A report of
this maintenance shall be made available to the Office of the Fire Marshal upon request.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-276. - Required access for fire apparatus.
(a)
All premises which the Fire/EMS Department may be called upon to protect in case of fire or other emergencies
and which are not readily accessible to fire apparatus from public streets shall be provided with suitable gates,
access roads, and fire lanes so that all buildings on the premises are accessible to fire apparatus, and in
accordance with the County Building Code, Subtitle 4, Section 4-223.
(b)
Private roads or fire lanes shall be provided for all buildings which are set back more than one hundred fifty
(150) feet from a public street or exceed thirty (30) feet in height and are set back over fifty (50) feet from a
public street. Private roads or fire lanes shall be:
(1)
Along the longest side of the buildings;
(2)
At least twenty-two (22) feet in width; and
(3)
At the road edge nearest to the building no closer than ten (10) feet and no further than forty (40) feet from the
building.
When buildings or any portion thereof are located one hundred fifty (150) feet or more from a public street or
access way and there is not suitable access for fire apparatus as determined by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative, there shall be provided approved fire protection system or systems as required and approved by
the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(c)
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All buildings, parts of buildings, or other obstructions extending over access driveways shall have a vertical
clearance of a least fourteen (14) feet from the finished driveway surface. Where approved fire protection
systems are provided, the above required clearances may be modified or waived by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative.
(d)
When any portion of the first story of any building is more than three hundred (300) feet from the nearest point
of a public street or public access way, the building shall be made accessible to fire apparatus by an all-weather
access way approved by the Fire Chief or authorized representative, unless the entire building is served by an
approved fire protection system.
(e)
The provisions of Subsection (b) of this Section shall not apply to buildings for which building permits were
issued before the effective date of this Section.
(f)
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to residential occupancies as defined in the International Building
Code adopted by Subtitle 4 of this County Code which both are not physically attached or touching and also
contain two or fewer dwelling units each.
(g)
All turning radius for emergency vehicles shall comply with the Prince George's County Department of
Transportation standards 200.12 (Urban Cul-de-sac Offset Turnaround) and 200.13 (Urban Cul-de-sac
Symmetrical Turnaround).
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-277. - Fire lanes.
(a)
The owner of any property or his agent may remove or cause to be removed all obstructions or vehicles which
are:
(1)
Liable to interfere with the operations of the Fire/EMS Department or egress of occupants in the event of a fire
or other emergency; or
(2)
In violation of any fire, health, or safety ordinance.
Where the obstruction is a motor vehicle which is to be towed from the premises, the owner or agent must
specifically, in each case, give prior written authorization to the person towing, setting forth the tag number of
the motor vehicle or an adequate description and the certification that the owner or agent (other than person
towing) has found the motor vehicle in an area clearly marked as a fire lane or has blocked an access to an area
which is clearly marked as a fire lane.
The aforesaid owner or agent may impound or cause to be impounded all such obstructions or vehicles removed
or caused to be removed under this Section. The impoundment of a motor vehicle pursuant to this Subsection is
subject to the right to a hearing as prescribed in Division 18 of Subtitle 26 of this Code except that the owner of
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the premises shall carry the burden of establishing that there was probable cause to impound the vehicle in
question and shall be liable for all charges incident to the impoundment and the hearing if the hearing officer
determines that there was not probable cause to impound the vehicle in question. The owner or his agent, upon
failure to have removed all such obstructions or vehicles within a reasonable time after actual knowledge
thereof, shall be guilty of a violation of this Subtitle.
(b)
Whenever the Fire Chief or authorized representative shall find that any private entrance, exit sidewalk,
vehicular driveway, interior private driveway, sidewalk, fire lane, or fire hydrant is obstructed by snow, debris,
construction material, trash containers, vehicles, or other matter likely to interfere with the ingress or operation
of the Fire/EMS Department or other emergency vehicles in case of fire, or other emergency, the Fire Chief or
authorized representative may order the obstruction removed. To effectuate this Subsection, the Fire Chief or
authorized representative may order "no parking fire lane" signs erected at the curb line, at no distance greater
than thirty-five (35) feet between signs, and may designate the placement thereof. When placed on a pole, post
or building, approved fire lane signs shall be placed at seven (7) feet to the bottom of the sign from finished curb
height. The approved sign shall comply with the Department of Public Works and Transportation standard with
an inscription stating, "NO PARKING, FIRE LANE, BY ORDER OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
FIRE/EMS DEPARTMENT." The curbs of the approved fire lane shall be painted with yellow traffic paint
which shall meet the requirements of Federal Specification TT-P-1952D, Type II. Any vehicle which is located
within the area controlled by such signs or marking, on private property or otherwise, whether or not the owner,
operator, or custodian of such vehicle has actual or constructive notice of the vehicle location or posted signs or
markings, shall be deemed parked in violation of this Subtitle. Any vehicle, on private property or otherwise,
which is located in such a manner that it would obstruct or interfere with the connection of a hose to a fire
hydrant, whether or not the owner, operator, or custodian of such vehicle has actual or constructive notice of the
vehicle location, shall be deemed parked in violation of this Subtitle. Any person responsible for the parking of a
vehicle in violation of this Subsection or any person refusing to obey a lawful order of the Fire Chief or
authorized representative under this Subsection shall be guilty of a violation of this Subtitle. Upon violation, any
police officer or fire official shall have the authority to remove or cause to be removed such vehicle parked in
violation of this Subsection and impound it pursuant to Division 18 of Subtitle 26 of this Code. All persons
towing vehicles while enforcing this Subsection shall be required to report the impoundment of said vehicles to
the Police Department in compliance with Section 26-142.06 of this Code and to comply with any other
applicable County laws.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall, in addition to any other penalties, be subject to
a fine of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each violation. The violator shall pay the fine at the Treasury
Division, Office of Finance, within fifteen (15) days from the date of notice of violation.
(1)
The first Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) of revenue collected from fines imposed by this Section shall be used
for operating and capital expenses related to Advanced Life Support (Paramedic) Mobile Intensive Care Unit
services provided by Prince George's County. Thereafter, one half of the revenue collected shall be used for this
purpose.
(2)
After the first Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) is collected, one half of the revenues from the fines imposed by
this Section shall be used for operating and capital expenses of the Police Department.
(CB-107-1979; CB-111-1979; CB-35-1981; CB-124-1982; CB-77-1986; CB-58-1988; CB-80-2006; CB-962012)
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Sec. 11-278. - Construction and demolition of buildings or structures.
(a)
Standards. All construction and demolition operations for buildings that exceed five hundred (500) square feet in
floor area shall be conducted in accordance with NFPA-241, Safeguarding Building Construction and
Demolition Operations.
(b)
Combustible waste and refuse. Debris, trash or other combustible waste or refuse which creates or tends to
create an undue fire hazard shall not be allowed to accumulate in, on, or about, any building or structure in the
process of construction or demolition.
(c)
Fire extinguishing equipment. Whenever any building or structure which is being constructed or erected is over
two (2) stories in height and the construction reaches a height of twenty-five (25) feet above average grade, at
least one (1) approved Class ABC fire extinguisher of 2-A:10-B:C Rating shall be provided for every three
thousand (3,000) square feet, or fraction thereof, of floor area under construction.
(d)
Standpipes. Whenever the Building Code requires a standpipe system, such system shall be carried up each floor
and shall be installed and ready for use by the Fire/EMS Department as each floor progresses. Standpipes shall
not be more than (1) floor below the highest forms or staging.
(e)
Standpipes and fire extinguishing systems in buildings under demolition. When a building is being demolished
and a standpipe or fire extinguishing system is existing within such building, such standpipe and/or fire
extinguishing system shall be maintained in an operable condition so as to be available for use by the Fire/EMS
Department. Such standpipe and/or extinguishing system shall be demolished with the building, but at no time
during demolition shall the system or systems be more than one (1) floor below the floor being demolished.
(f)
Installation of fire protection facilities for new construction. When fire protection facilities are to be installed for
new construction, such facilities, including all surface access roads and public water mains with appropriate fire
hydrants, shall be installed and made serviceable prior to and during the time of any combustible construction.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-279. - Hazardous chemicals and substances, generally.
(a)
Applicability of Section. This Section shall apply to chemicals or substances not otherwise covered in this
Division which are highly flammable, or which may react to cause fires or explosions, or which by their
presence create or augment a fire or explosion hazard, or which because of the toxicity, flammability, or liability
to explosion render firefighting abnormally dangerous or difficult. This Section shall apply also to flammable or
combustible liquids which are chemically unstable and which may spontaneously form explosive compounds or
undergo spontaneous reactions of explosive violence or with sufficient evolution of heat to be a fire hazard.
(b)
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Safeguards for manufacture, storage, handling, and use. The manufacture, storage, handling, and use of
hazardous chemicals or substances shall be safeguarded by such protective facilities as public safety requires,
including, but not limited to, the following:
(1)
The Fire Chief or authorized representative may require the separation or isolation of hazardous chemicals or
substances or any chemical or substance that in combination with other substances may bring about a fire or
explosion or may liberate a flammable or poisonous gas. The Fire Chief or authorized representative may require
hazardous chemicals or substances to be separated from other storage, occupancies, or buildings when the
quantity stored constitutes a danger to life or property.
(2)
Defective containers which permit leakage or spillage of hazardous chemicals or substances shall be disposed of
or repaired in accordance with recognized safe practices; leakage or spillage of hazardous chemicals or
substances shall not be allowed to accumulate on floors or shelves. For purposes of this Section, regulations
developed by the Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources
shall constitute "recognized safe practices."
(3)
Where kept for retail sale in containers or packages usual to the retail trade, storage of hazardous chemicals or
substances shall be neat and orderly and shelves used for such storage shall be of substantial construction.
(4)
Legible warning signs and/or placards stating the nature and location of the hazardous chemicals or substances
shall be posted at all entrances to areas where such chemicals or substances are stored or used.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-280. - Combustible waste and refuse.
(a)
Storage facilities required. Every building, except a one- or two-family dwelling, shall be provided with a
specifically designated room or container in or on the premises for the temporary storage of combustible waste
or refuse. The owner of said building shall provide the facilities for the storage of combustible waste or refuse.
(b)
Storage of combustible waste. Combustible waste and refuse shall be stored in:
(1)
Approved containers which are constructed of noncombustible materials equipped with a tight-fitting cover; or
(2)
An approved bin constructed of noncombustible materials having a self-closing cover that will operate
automatically in case of fire inside the bin; or
(3)
Rooms used exclusively for such storage; or
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(4)
Such other containers or isolated areas either inside or outside of buildings that are approved by the Fire Chief or
authorized representative.
(c)
Automatic fire extinguishing system. An automatic fire extinguishing system shall be provided in all inside
storage rooms or areas, chute discharge rooms or areas, compactor rooms and rubbish chutes designated for the
temporary storage of combustible waste or refuse.
(d)
Closure of containers. Storage containers for inside use not equipped with approved automatic closing covers
shall be closed at all times except when trash is actually being loaded or unloaded.
(e)
Accumulation in trash chutes. Combustible waste or refuse shall not be stored or permitted to accumulate in
trash chutes and shall be removed from the chute continuously or as often as necessary to prevent accumulation.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-281. - Smoking, generally.
(a)
Designated areas where smoking prohibited. Where smoking constitutes a fire hazard in any area of piers,
wharves, warehouses, stores, industrial plants, institutions, schools, places of assembly, and/or open spaces
where combustible materials are stored or handled, the Fire Chief or authorized representative is empowered and
authorized to order the owner or occupant, in writing, to post "no smoking" signs in each building, structure,
room, or place in which smoking shall be prohibited. Such signs shall be conspicuously and suitably located.
The Fire Chief or authorized representative shall designate specific safe locations, if necessary, in any building,
structure, or place in which smoking may be permitted.
(b)
Form of "no smoking" signs. The lettering, size, color, and location of legally required "no smoking" signs shall
be subject to the approval of the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(c)
Removal of signs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, mutilate, or destroy any legally
required "no smoking" sign.
(d)
Compliance with "no smoking" signs. It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke, throw, or deposit any lighted
or smoldering substance in any place where "no smoking" signs are posted or in any other place where smoking
would occasion or constitute a fire hazard.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-282. through Sec. 11-283. - Reserved.
Sec. 11-284. - Lumber yards and woodworking plants.
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Storage area. The area for storage of each lumber pile, whether in the open or under cover, shall not exceed four
thousand (4,000) square feet. Such areas shall be so arranged that all lumber storage piles are separated either by
a distance of fifteen (15) feet, a fire wall, storage of noncombustible materials, or any other approved fire break.
No lumber pile shall be higher than its clear distance from the nearest adjoining property line and in no case
shall the maximum height exceed fifteen (15) feet.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-285. - Tire-rebuilding plants.
(a)
The equipment, processes, and operation of automobile tire rebuilding and recapping plants shall comply with
the applicable requirements of this Division and the provisions of this Section.
(b)
Buffing machines shall be located in a room separated from the remainder of the plant as required under Subtitle
4 of this County Code, and fire doors in such separations shall be maintained free of all obstructions at all times.
Each machine shall be connected to an ample dust-collecting system in conformity with NFPA-91.
(c)
Each room where rubber cement is used or mixed, or flammable or combustible solvents are applied, shall be
equipped with approved mechanical or natural ventilation.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-286. - Matches.
(a)
Wholesale storage, generally.
(1)
At wholesale establishments and wherever matches exceeding sixty (60) matchman's gross (fourteen thousand
four hundred (14,400) matches each gross) are stored, shipping containers containing matches shall be arranged
in piles not exceeding ten (10) feet in height nor one thousand five hundred (1,500) cubic feet in volume with
aisles at least four (4) feet wide.
(2)
Where other materials or commodities are stored on the same floor with matches, a portion of the room shall be
devoted to match storage exclusively, and a clear space of not less than four (4) feet shall be maintained between
match storage and such other materials or commodities.
(b)
Storage not to be near vertical openings. No matches shall be stored within ten (10) feet of any open elevator
shaft, elevator shaft opening, open stairway or other vertical opening.
(c)
Match bins required for broken containers. Where shipping containers containing matches are opened, the
contents of such broken containers shall be removed and stored in metal or metal-lined bins equipped with self1289/3869
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closing metal or metal-lined covers.
(d)
Storage by retailers. Where matches are sold at retail, original sealed packages may be stored on shelves. When
such packages are broken, individual boxes shall be stored in metal-lined bins as described above.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-287. - Scrap, waste and junk yards and collection stations.
(a)
All buildings or areas where waste paper, rags or other combustible materials are handled or stored, or where old
motor vehicles or other old machinery are dismantled, stored, handled, sold or exchanged, shall comply with this
Section.
(b)
Construction and protection requirements. Buildings housing combustible junk or materials shall have windows
or other openings for access for firefighting and clear aisles tributary to them shall be provided. No materials
shall be located in a yard, nor shall any yard be operated, in a manner to expose adjoining properties to a fire
hazard.
(c)
Fire extinguishers. One approved Class ABC fire extinguisher of 2-A:10-B:C rating shall be provided for each
two thousand five hundred (2,500) square feet, or fraction thereof, of the junk yard.
(d)
Access to area. No motor vehicle, or any part thereof, junk, or other waste material, shall be stored, displayed or
kept in such a manner as to unnecessarily hinder or endanger firefighting operations. Aisles, driveways or
passageways suitable for fire apparatus shall be provided to permit reasonable access to within one hundred fifty
(150) feet of all parts of the yard for firefighting operations.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-288. - Operation of gasoline-powered equipment in certain structures.
(a)
It shall be unlawful to store any motor vehicles or any other gasoline-powered equipment in any multifamily,
hotel, motel, office, educational, family day care, assisted living, group home, board and care, or institutional
occupancy, or any balcony attached thereto, except as follows:
(1)
In a garage constructed in accordance with Subtitle 4 of this County Code;
(2)
In a storage room, not containing other combustible materials, separated from other parts of the building by
construction having a fire resistance rating of at least one (1) hour and communicating openings protected by
approved self-closing fire doors and equipped with automatic fire extinguishing system.
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(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-289. - Protection of hood and duct ventilation systems and related commercial cooking appliances.
(a)
Generally. All occupancies containing cooking equipment in commercial, industrial, institutional, assembly, and
similar cooking applications, other than installations for residential use, shall:
(1)
Have hoods, ducts, and grease removal equipment installed in conformance with this Division and other
applicable provisions of this County Code; and
(2)
Have installed and maintain an automatic fire extinguishing system approved by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative.
(b)
Installation of automatic fire extinguishing systems. The system shall be installed by a contractor who has been
certified by the manufacturer as competent to install the equipment. Such certification shall be available to the
Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(c)
Plans and specifications. Working plans and specifications shall be submitted to the Fire Chief or authorized
representative for review and approval prior to installation. The plans shall include:
(1)
A diagram of the area and equipment to be protected, including the dimensions of the hood and duct and all
surfaces and appliances;
(2)
Manufacturer and model number of the system or systems proposed; and
(3)
A diagram of system piping and all component parts, including:
(A)
Size and length of piping and pipe schedule;
(B)
Size and number of elbows and tees;
(C)
Model numbers and location of nozzles;
(D)
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Location and temperature of fusible links;
(E)
Location of system canister;
(F)
Location of manual means of activation; and
(G)
Location and identity of any auxiliary equipment including gas and power (electric) shutoffs.
(d)
Installation manual provided. At least one (1) current manufacturer's installation manual shall be provided to the
Fire Chief for each system installed.
(e)
Change from approved plans. Where field conditions necessitate change from the approved plans, the Fire Chief
or authorized representative shall be consulted.
(f)
Inspection.
(1)
A final inspection of the installed system shall be made by the Fire Chief or authorized representative, which
shall include witnessing of a test of the automatic and manual operating devices.
(2)
The Fire Chief or authorized representative shall be notified twenty-four (24) hours prior to the test.
(3)
Extinguishing systems shall be inspected at intervals required by the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(4)
The periodic inspection required in paragraph (3), above, shall be accomplished by a licensed fire extinguisher
dealer or representative. Said inspection shall generate, on a form approved by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative, a report on the condition of the system. The report shall be signed by this inspector and shall be
forwarded to the Office of the Fire Marshal within five (5) days after inspection or servicing.
(g)
Cleaning. All ducts, hoods, and grease collection equipment shall be cleaned not less than four (4) times a year.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-290. - Bowling alleys.
(a)
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Bowling alleys shall conform to provisions of this Section and all other applicable requirements of this County
Code.
(b)
Resurfacing and refinishing operations shall not be carried on while the establishment is open for business.
Approved ventilation shall be provided.
(c)
Heating, ventilation, or cooling systems employing recirculation of air shall not be operated during resurfacing
and refinishing operations or within one (1) hour following the application of flammable finishes.
(d)
All electric motors or other equipment in the area, which might be a source of ignition, shall be shut down and
all smoking and use of open flames are prohibited during the application of flammable finishes and for one (1)
hour thereafter.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-291. - Inspection and test of fire protection systems, devices and equipment.
(a)
Acceptance test, generally. It shall be unlawful to occupy any building, structure, or any portion thereof, until all
required fire protection systems have been tested, accepted, and approved by the appropriate fire official.
Whenever it is likely that Fire/EMS Department personnel may need to operate installed systems, the Fire/EMS
Department will be trained regarding these systems by the manufacturer's representative or installers.
(b)
Expenses. Inspection and tests of fire protection systems, devices, and equipment shall be conducted by and at
the expense and risk of the owner or authorized representative.
(c)
Notification to Public Safety Communications. When testing any fire protection system, device, or equipment
which is connected to a central supervisory station or directly to the Fire/EMS Department, notification shall be
given to Public Safety Communications at least thirty (30) minutes prior to initiation of the test.
(d)
Frequency. The test pipe at the top of all fire extinguishing systems so equipped shall be operated at least once a
year to determine that there is free flow at adequate pressure and that the supervisory service, if any exists, is
operating properly.
(e)
Fire pumps. All fire pumps that automatically supply water to fire extinguishing systems or standpipes shall be
operated periodically and at least once every thirty (30) days to assure that the fire pumps are operating properly.
(f)
Fire alarm systems (manual-pull stations). All interior fire alarm systems within all buildings shall be tested at
least once every thirty (30) days. The use of the system for fire drill purposes shall be accepted as a test of only
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those parts of the system actually used in the drill procedure. Accurate logs shall be maintained on the premises
indicating box number, location, date, and type of device tested. Any defect, modification, or repair shall be
logged, and the log shall be available to the Fire Chief or authorized representative.
(g)
Fire alarms (automatically activated). Fire warning systems and all alarms which monitor control valves and
flow switches for fire protection and fire alarm equipment, and which transmit a signal to a central supervisory
station, must be tested at least once a year.
(1)
Notification shall be given as required under Subsection (c) of this Section.
(2)
The Fire Chief or authorized representative may require the water control valves servicing the fire protection
system(s) to be secured in an open position regardless of the supervision of said system. The ability to disable
the redundant locking system shall be limited to that of the owner or occupant.
(h)
When required by other sections of this Code, the Life Safety Code, or other adopted referenced Fire Codes,
specific occupancies shall be required to provide portable fire extinguishers. It shall be required that no portable
fire extinguisher rated less than 2-A:10-B:C be allowed, and such portable fire extinguishers, when required,
shall be inspected and maintained in accordance with NFPA 10.
(i)
Fire safety devices. Special fire safety devices including automatic smoke venting equipment, emergency
generators, and any other special fire safety equipment required to be installed in any building, structure, or
premises, shall be tested by the owner or authorized representative as prescribed by the Fire Chief or authorized
representative.
(j)
Test records. A complete written record of all tests and inspections required under this Section, including
servicing, repairs, or replacement of any portion of the system governed under this Section, shall be maintained
on the premises by the owner or occupant in charge of said premises, and all such records shall be submitted to
the Fire Chief or authorized representative when requested for inspection and evaluation.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-292. - Maintenance of fire safety equipment.
(a)
All fire protection systems, fire alarm systems, fire detection systems, fire and smoke ventilation systems, fixed
fire and smoke ventilation systems, fixed fire communications systems, emergency lighting systems, devices, or
units installed in compliance with any permit, law, or regulation shall be maintained in operative condition at all
times, and it shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant to reduce the effectiveness of the fire protection system
so required. This shall not prohibit the owner or occupant from temporarily reducing or discontinuing the fire
protection system where necessary to make tests, repairs, alterations, or additions. Except for household fire
warning systems, Public Safety Communications shall be notified thirty (30) minutes prior to any disconnection
or interruption of protection, tests, repair, alterations, or initiation of additions, and shall be advised of the extent
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of and the reason for such work. The fire protection systems shall be promptly restored to working order, and
Public Safety Communications shall be notified immediately when service is restored.
(b)
When any required fire alarm, fire communication, fire extinguishing, fire protection, or first aid firefighting
systems device, or unit, or part thereof, in any building or structure becomes inoperative, the Fire Chief or
authorized representative may order said building or structure or portion thereof vacated until such inoperative
system, device, or unit is repaired and returned to full service. The Fire Chief or authorized representative may
permit the building or structure or portion thereof to be occupied when suitable alternative protective measures
are provided.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-292.01. - Reckless endangerment.
Any person who recklessly engages in conduct, in violation of any provision of this Subtitle, that creates a
substantial risk of death or serious physical injury to a group of one hundred (100) or more persons shall be
subject to a civil fine of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000).
(CB-84-1993)
Sec. 11-293. - Appeals.
Persons aggrieved by any notice or order issued by a fire official to correct any violation of this Division may
appeal within the abatement period, but not later than ten (10) days from such notice or order, to the County
Board of Appeals. Such appeal shall not stay execution of the notice or order more than ten (10) days from the
filing of the appeal or the date of abatement, whichever is later, unless the Board of Appeals shall grant further
stay upon application of the person filing the appeal. No stay of execution shall be permitted for any notice or
order issued pursuant to this Division that requires immediate compliance unless a court of competent
jurisdiction shall order such stay of execution.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-294. - Variances.
Upon application in writing, the Fire Chief or authorized representative is authorized and empowered, when
there are practical difficulties or circumstances of undue hardship involved in the implementation and
enforcement of the provisions of this Division, to make such interpretative decisions and qualifications as shall
insure substantial compliance with its terms and avoid the imposition of undue hardship provided that the spirit
of this Division shall be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done. The particulars of such
variances, when granted or allowed, and the decision of the Fire Chief thereon, shall be entered upon the records
of the Office of the Fire Marshal and a signed copy shall be furnished to the applicant.
(CB-107-1979; CB-80-2006; CB-47-2010)
Sec. 11-295. - Carbon Monoxide Detectors.
(a)
This Section shall apply to any new residential unit for which an initial building permit is issued on or after
January 1, 2007 or any existing unit where there is a sale or transfer of ownership and which is to be constructed
or has been constructed with a gas heating system, fuel burning appliances, and/or an attached garage. This
Section shall also apply to all new and existing One- and Two- Family, Multi-family, Hotel, Motel, and
Dormitory residential dwellings with a gas heating system, fuel burning appliances, and/or an attached garage.
Carbon monoxide detectors shall be installed in new and existing residential dwellings by July 1, 2014, in the
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manner hereinafter provided, unless any other provision of County, State or Federal law shall require installation
before that date.
(b)
General Requirements.
(1)
Requirements for new and existing one- and two-family residential dwellings. The requirements for installation
and maintenance of a carbon monoxide detector in a new or existing one- and two-family residential dwelling
shall be at least one (1) carbon monoxide detector installed on each level of the dwelling in close proximity to
sleeping quarters in a residence constructed or to be constructed with a gas heating system, fuel burning
appliances, and/or an attached garage. For a new residence, carbon monoxide detectors shall be directly
hardwired to the building's power supply and have a battery-powered backup. For an existing residence, carbon
monoxide detectors shall be AC and/or battery powered/backup. Each carbon monoxide detector must comply
with all applicable Federal and State regulations and must bear the label of a nationally recognized standard
testing laboratory. Each detector must be an Underwriters Laboratory (U.L.) 2034 listed product or its
equivalent. The owner/occupant of each dwelling unit shall be responsible for installing, inspecting and
maintaining the carbon monoxide detectors in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications.
(2)
Multi-family apartment house. It shall be the responsibility of the owner of each new or existing multi-family
apartment house to install carbon monoxide detectors in each such multi-family dwelling unit intended to be
used or originally built or designed to be used for residential purposes, not to include any dwelling unit within
any structure which has been wholly converted to a non-residential use.
(3)
Hotels and motels. Subject to the limitations of Section 12-1104 of the Public Safety Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, the owner of each new or existing hotel and motel shall install a carbon monoxide detector in
a central location outside of each sleeping area within a dwelling, in the manner hereinafter provided.
(4)
Dormitories. The owner of each new or existing dormitory shall install carbon monoxide detectors near sleeping
areas, in the manner hereinafter provided.
(5)
Existing residential units that undergo a sale or transfer of ownership. It shall be the responsibility of the seller or
transferor to install carbon monoxide detectors before or at the time of the transfer of ownership of the following
residences:
(A)
One- and two-family residential dwellings. The requirements for installation and maintenance of a carbon
monoxide detector in an existing one- and two-family residential dwelling shall be at least one (1) batterypowered carbon monoxide detector installed on each level of the dwelling in close proximity to sleeping quarters
in a residence with a gas heating system, fuel burning appliances, and/or an attached garage. Each carbon
monoxide detector must comply with all applicable Federal and State regulations and must bear the label of a
nationally recognized standard testing laboratory. Each detector must be an Underwriters Laboratory (U.L.)
2034 listed product or its equivalent. The subsequent owner/occupant of each dwelling unit shall be responsible
for inspecting and maintaining the carbon monoxide detectors in accordance with the manufacturer's
specifications.
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(B)
Multi-family apartment house. It shall be the responsibility of the seller or transferor of each multi-family
apartment house to install carbon monoxide detectors in each such multi-family dwelling unit intended to be
used or originally built or designed to be used for residential purposes, not to include any dwelling unit within
any structure which has been wholly converted to a non-residential use.
(C)
Hotels and motels. Subject to the limitations of Section 12-1104 of the Public Safety Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, it shall be the responsibility of the seller or transferor of each hotel and motel to install a
carbon monoxide detector in a central location outside of each sleeping area within a dwelling, in the manner
hereinafter provided, unless any other provision of County, State or Federal law requires installation before
January 1, 2007.
(D)
Dormitories. It shall be the responsibility of the seller or transferor of each dormitory to install carbon monoxide
detectors near sleeping areas, in the manner hereinafter provided, unless any other provision of County, State or
Federal law requires installation before January 1, 2007.
(c)
Location. At least one (1) carbon monoxide detector shall be installed in close proximity to the access for each
sleeping area in a residence constructed or to be constructed with a gas heating system, fuel burning appliances,
and/or an attached garage.
(d)
Installation. For a new residence, carbon monoxide detectors shall be directly hardwired to the building's power
supply and have a battery-powered backup. For an existing residence, carbon monoxide detectors shall be AC
and/or battery powered/backup. Each carbon monoxide detector must comply with all applicable federal and
state regulations and must bear the label of a nationally recognized standard testing laboratory. Each detector
must be an Underwriters Laboratory (UL.). 2034 listed product or its equivalent.
(e)
Maintenance of carbon monoxide detectors in multi-family apartment houses, hotels, motels, and dormitories. It
shall be the responsibility of the property owner or agent to annually inspect and maintain any carbon monoxide
detector, installed in compliance with the provisions of this Section, in accordance with the manufacturer's
specifications and/or suggested maintenance schedule. In addition, the property owner shall provide any tenant
access to a copy of the maintenance schedule, operating manual, and any other instructional or precautionary
literature, which the manufacturer may supply with the unit.
(f)
Certification at change in occupancy. At every change of occupancy or tenancy in any multi-family dwelling
unit occasioned by or incidental to a sale, lease, sublease, or change in tenancy, it shall be the duty of the grantor
thereof to certify to the owner/occupant, at the time of conveyance and before occupancy, that all carbon
monoxide detectors as required by this Section (or other applicable laws) are installed and in proper working
condition.
(g)
It shall be the responsibility of the property owner/occupant to annually inspect and maintain any carbon
monoxide detector, installed in compliance with the provisions of this Section, in accordance with the
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manufacturer's specification and/or suggested maintenance schedule.
(CB-80-2006; CB-34-2012; CB-96-2012; CB-75-2017)
Sec. 11-296. - Novelty Lighters.
A person may not sell at retail, offer for retail sale or distribute for retail sale or promotion in Prince George's
County a novelty lighter. This does not apply to the transportation of novelty lighters through the County or
storage of same in a warehouse.
(CB-96-2012)
Sec. 11-297. through Sec. 11-300. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - FIRE COMMISSION.
Sec. 11-301. - Fire Commission; membership.
(a)
There shall be a Fire Commission composed of nine (9) residents of the County, appointed by the County
Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Council, as provided in Section 504 of the Charter.
(CB-77-1974; CB-60-1979; CB-107-1979; CB-16-2013)
Sec. 11-302. - Duties.
The Fire Commission shall review the financial needs and requests for public funds of each volunteer fire
company. It shall formulate annually one capital budget, one capital improvement program, and one current
expense budget for all volunteer fire companies with respect to the expenditure of public funds, and shall submit
said budgets and program, together with appropriate justification, to the County Executive in accordance with
the provisions of the Charter.
(CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-303. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES.
Sec. 11-304. through Sec. 11-323. - Reserved.
Sec. 11-324. - Nonprofit fire companies and rescue squads; regulations.
(a)
All existing nonprofit incorporated volunteer fire companies and/or rescue squads operating in Prince George's
County are declared to be an instrumentality of Prince George's County and/or the municipality in which they
operate for the protection of life and property from the hazards of fires, explosions, and related perils.
(b)
No income of such existing nonprofit incorporated volunteer fire companies and/or rescue squads shall inure to
any private person.
(c)
The beneficial interest in any assets, real or personal, held by such existing nonprofit incorporated volunteer fire
companies and/or rescue squads shall be vested in Prince George's County or the municipality wherein such
volunteer fire companies and/or rescue squads are located and operating. The County or municipality shall be
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vested with full legal ownership of all such assets upon the retirement of all indebtedness of such volunteer fire
companies and/or rescue squads.
(d)
In the event of dissolution or liquidation of such incorporated fire companies and/or rescue squads, title to all
assets, real or personal, held by it, shall revert to and vest in Prince George's County or the municipality in which
the fire companies or rescue squads are located.
(e)
The provisions of this Section shall apply to all volunteer fire companies and/or rescue squads hereinafter
organized under the laws of Prince George's County.
(Laws 1963, ch. 628; PLL 1963, 32-17; CB-107-1979)
Editor's note— See Prince George's County, Maryland v. Chillum-Adelphi Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., et
al. 275 Md. 374, 340 A 2d. 265, 1974, for limitations upon the scope of application of this Section.
Sec. 11-325. - Reserved.
Sec. 11-326. - Payment of principal and interest on bonds.
(a)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, the Council is authorized to direct the appropriate fiscal
officer of Prince George's County, before disbursing any taxes collected pursuant to this Division to any fire
company in the County, to withhold from such distribution an amount sufficient to provide for the payment of
the principal of and interest on any bonds issued by the County for the purpose of providing funds for the
construction of a fire engine house or fire engine houses in the County, including the acquisition and
development of sites therefor, the architectural and engineering services incident thereto, and the acquisition and
installation of necessary permanent furnishings, fixed permanent equipment and fire-fighting equipment
therefor. In determining the amount to be withheld, the Council may adopt such formula as it, in its discretion,
shall deem equitable and just.
(b)
The Council shall determine, among other things, the amount of the bond proceeds expended in each of the fire
districts as defined in this Division, the amount of money required to service the bonds issued therefor and the
amount of tax revenues allocable to the fire district under any of the provisions contained in this Division, but in
no event shall the bond service requirement for expenditures made in any fire district exceed the amount of tax
revenues allocable to such fire district as determined in accordance with the terms and provisions of this
Division.
(Laws 1967, ch. 265, 1; CB-107-1979)
Sec. 11-327. - Benefits to fire companies and rescue squads.
(a)
The Council shall levy a tax to provide for a Blanket Life and Accident Insurance Policy covering the members
of all volunteer fire departments and rescues squads in the County. This policy shall provide for death benefits,
disability benefits, medical expenses benefits, family assistance, and optional auxiliary and/or community
volunteer coverage. Pursuant to the County's Blanket Life and Accident Insurance Policy, there shall be a
minimum death benefit of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) payable upon the death of any member of a County
volunteer fire department or rescue squad whose death results from a covered activity or illness in the Blanket
Life and Accident Insurance Policy.
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(b)
The Fire Department shall notify all active members of the volunteer fire departments and rescue squads of the
benefits available under the County's Blanket Life and Accident Insurance Policy. Upon joining a volunteer fire
department or rescue squad, a new member shall be oriented to the benefits available under this insurance policy.
(c)
The Council shall adopt such rules and regulations as they deem necessary to administer the provisions of this
Section.
(d)
The Council may reduce any sums payable under this Section in an amount equal to the amount received by a
beneficiary under the provisions of Article 101, Annotated Code of Maryland, entitled Workmen's
Compensation.
(Laws 1955, ch. 381; Laws 1961, ch. 778, Sec. 467(f); PLL 1963, Sec. 18-11; CB-107-1979; CB-39-1999; CB3-2017)
Editor's note— CR-31-1975 designated the third week of May of each year to be Volunteer Fireman's
Appreciation Week.
Sec. 11-328. - Length of Service Award Program.
(a)
There is hereby established a Length of Service Award program for active volunteer members of the Prince
George's County Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department.
(b)
Eligibility. Beginning July 1, 2005, any person who has reached the age of fifty-five (55) and who has completed
a minimum of twenty-five (25) years of certified active volunteer service with any Prince George's County
volunteer fire company or volunteer rescue squad or combination thereof shall be eligible to participate in the
Length of Service Award Program. The requirements for eligibility are:
(1)
The member must meet the active membership test under the procedures established herein.
(2)
Classification as an "active" member by an individual department bylaws is not sufficient to be eligible.
(3)
Volunteer members of the fire department of the City of Takoma Park shall not be eligible to participate in the
program.
(c)
Benefits.
(1)
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Effective July 1, 2005, and thereafter, any volunteer who has completed twenty-five (25) years of certified active
service within the Prince George's County Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department upon reaching age
fifty-five (55) shall receive a payment of One Hundred Twenty-five Dollars ($125.00) per month for fiscal year
1988; One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) per month for fiscal year 1989; One Hundred Seventy-five Dollars
($175.00) per month for fiscal year 1990; Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per month for fiscal year 1991
through fiscal year 2000; and Two Hundred Twenty-five Dollars ($225.00) per month for fiscal year 2001 and
for each fiscal year thereafter until June 30, 2015. Effective July 1, 2015, and thereafter, any volunteer currently
receiving benefits or that has served twenty-five (25) years and attained the age of fifty-five (55) as of July 1,
2015, shall receive a payment of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) per month for fiscal year 2016; Three
Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($375.00) per month for fiscal year 2017; Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) per
month for fiscal year 2018; and Four Hundred Fifty Dollars ($450.00) per month for fiscal year 2019 and for
each fiscal year thereafter.
(2)
A payment of Eight Dollars ($8.00) per month shall be added to the benefits described above, for each full year
of certified service in excess of twenty-five (25) years. Payments shall begin on the first day of the month
following eligibility. The provisions of this Section shall apply to all members currently receiving benefits upon
certification of additional years.
(3)
In the event that an active volunteer fireman or rescue squadsman (for purposes of this Subsection only herein
defined as one who has a minimum of ten (10) years active certified service with five (5) years immediately
preceding) attains the age of seventy (70), he shall be entitled to a payment of Eight Dollars ($8.00) per month
for each year of certified service. Payments shall begin on the first day following eligibility.
(4)
Once a member is receiving benefits under Subsections (c)(1) or (2), that member may annually accrue
additional benefits by certified active service.
(5)
In the event that:
(A)
Any active volunteer is found by the Maryland Workers' Compensation Commission to be permanently disabled
in the course of his employment as a volunteer fireman or rescue squadsman, as defined by the State Workers'
Compensation Law; and
(B)
Such disability is found by a competent medical authority, designated by the County Executive of Prince
George's County, to prevent the volunteer from pursuing his or her normal occupation; then
(C)
Such volunteer shall receive the benefits prescribed in Subsection (c)(1), as though he had twenty-five (25) years
of service and had attained the age of fifty-five (55) years.
These benefits shall begin on the first day of the month following the establishment of entitlement by the
medical authority established by the County Executive, and shall be retroactive to the date of injury where such
date is clearly established or in the absence thereof, the date of determination of entitlement by the Workers'
Compensation Commission. Claims for disability must be filed within one (1) year after the date of injury.
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(6)
Once a member has received benefits under Subsection (c)(5) he may not accrue additional benefits for
subsequent service.
(7)
(A) In the event that any qualified volunteer shall die while receiving benefits, then his or her surviving spouse
is entitled to benefits equal to fifty percent (50%) of the volunteer's benefits. These benefits shall terminate upon
death or remarriage of the spouse.
(B)
In the event that a qualified volunteer dies prior to receiving any benefits under this Section, his or her surviving
spouse is entitled to benefits equal to fifty percent (50%) of the benefits earned by the deceased volunteer. These
benefits shall terminate upon death or remarriage of the spouse. A qualified volunteer is defined as one who has
completed twenty-five (25) years of certified service, or is qualified to receive benefits under this Act.
(C)
Any surviving spouse receiving benefits pursuant to Subsection (c)(1) on June 30, 1987, shall be entitled to One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per month effective January 1, 1992. Effective July 1, 2000, any surviving spouse
receiving benefits pursuant to Subsection (c)(1) on July 1, 2000, shall be entitled to One Hundred Twenty-five
Dollars ($125.00) per month. Effective July 1, 2014, and thereafter, any surviving spouse receiving benefits
pursuant to Subsection (c)(1) shall be entitled to a minimum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) per month.
(8)
When a qualified volunteer dies after July 1, 2005, a burial benefit of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) shall
be paid to the surviving spouse, and if there is no surviving spouse to the estate of the decedent. Effective July 1,
2014, and thereafter, the burial benefit shall be Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00). A qualified volunteer is
defined as one who has completed twenty-five (25) years of service or is qualified to receive benefits under this
Section.
(d)
Funding. The Fire Commission will annually submit with the Volunteer Fire Department budgets a request for
funds to pay administrative expenses and to pay those volunteer members who are eligible or will become
eligible for the program. The request shall identify by name each member to receive payment and specify the
number of months for which payment will be made to that individual during the fiscal year, if for less than a full
year.
(e)
Administration.
(1)
The program shall be administered by the Office of Human Resources Management in accordance with
standards and procedures established by the Prince George's County Fire Commission, the Office of Human
Resources Management, and the Prince George's County Office of Finance.
(2)
The Prince George's County Fire Commission and/or the Prince George's County Office of Finance and the
Prince George's County Office of Audits and Investigations shall have the authority to audit records of volunteer
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participation in addition to any other audits required by law. The County Executive shall make available to the
Fire Commission any temporary secretarial or clerical assistance as may become necessary to carry out the
provisions of this Act.
(f)
Certification. It shall be the responsibility of each participating department to maintain a detailed and accurate
record for each volunteer member in accordance with the following:
(1)
All records shall be maintained on forms prescribed by the Prince George's County Fire Commission.
(2)
Annually on or before November 15, the Board of Directors of each department shall certify and furnish to the
County Fire Commission a list of all volunteer members who have qualified for credit for the previous year. In
the event a volunteer requests credit for service in more than one department, each department shall provide the
points earned by that volunteer for that year. This certification shall be signed by the President and Secretary.
(3)
The County Fire Commission shall review the list of each department and approve the final annual certification.
The approved list of certified members shall then be returned to each department and posted for at least thirty
(30) days for review by members.
(4)
In computing credit for those volunteers who also serve as paid employees within the Prince George's County
Fire/Rescue Service, credit shall not be given for activities performed during the individual's regularly assigned
work period.
(g)
Active Service Standards. For the purpose of participating in the program, a year of active volunteer service is
defined as a year in which an applicant for certification has accumulated a minimum of fifty (50) points in
accordance with the following point system. Points will be credited for the period of July 1, through June 30,
each year and shall not be transferable from one year to the next.
(1)
One (1) point shall be credited for each hour of attendance in a training course approved by the County Fire
Commission providing that not more than twenty-five (25) points may be credited for all training courses
attended per year.
(2)
One (1) point shall be credited for each company or county drill attended in its entirety, providing that not more
than twenty-five (25) points may be credited for all drills attended per year.
(3)
One (1) point shall be credited for each official company, county, or Maryland State meeting pertaining to fire
services or rescue service attended, provided that not more than twenty-five (25) points may be credited for all
meetings attended per year.
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(4)
One (1) point shall be credited for each call to which a volunteer responds, providing that not more than forty
(40) points may be credited for all calls responded to per year.
(5)
One (1) point shall be credited for each full night of sleep-in. One (1) point shall be credited for each standby. A
standby is defined as an on duty activity of the fire department or rescue squad, lasting for four (4) hours, not
falling under one of the other categories, provided not more than twenty-five (25) points may be credited for all
sleep-ins and standbys in one (1) year.
(6)
Two (2) points shall be credited for each month of active participation in and completion of an appointed or
elected officership or chairmanship of a standing committee in any Fire or Rescue Service organization in the
State of Maryland. Points shall be awarded according to the following schedule:
OFFICE

MAXIMUM
ANNUAL POINTS

POINTS PER
MONTH

Chief, President

50

4.17

Fire Commission

50

4.17

All other elected or appointed, company, County or
State association office

25

2.09

Committee, Chairmanships

25

2.09

(7)
One (1) point shall be credited for each hour of acceptable collateral duties such as, but not limited to, apparatus
and building maintenance, and fire prevention, providing that not more than twenty-five (25) points may be
credited for all collateral duties performed per year.
(8)
A volunteer member who, during his membership, serves or has served full-time military service in the armed
forces of the United States shall receive credit at the rate of five (5) points for each month served providing that
not more than fifty (50) points can be credited for any calendar year. A maximum of four (4) years of creditable
service may be acquired in this manner.
(h)
Cost of Living Increases.
(1)
Effective July 1, 1991, and thereafter, volunteers and spouses receiving benefits under this Act shall receive the
cost of living increase awarded the career fire service of Prince George's County.
(CB-181-1974; CB-107-1979; CB-24-1988; CB-119-1991; CB-91-2000; CB-20-2006; CB-22-2014; CB-32017; CB-1-2018)
Sec. 11-329. - Death Benefits.
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(a)
There shall be a death benefit of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) payable upon the death of any member of a
County volunteer fire department or rescue squad. This payment shall be a one time, lump sum and shall be paid
within ten (10) calendar days from the date of the volunteer's death. It shall be paid to the person or persons
specified by the volunteer in accordance with duly authorized personnel procedures of the County.
(b)
In addition, there shall be a line of duty death benefit for every year the member of a County volunteer fire
department or rescue squad served over ten (10) years of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) per year, and Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) per year for every year served over fifteen (15) years.
(c)
The death of any active member caused by lung disease, heart disease, hypertension, leukemia, prostate cancer,
colorectal cancer, throat cancer, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, brain cancer, testicular cancer or
breast cancer, shall be presumed to be service-connected and to have been suffered in the line of duty and as a
result of his/her membership of these volunteer fire departments or rescue squads unless evidence is produced
which shall demonstrate a reasonable degree of medical certainty that the member's death is not related to their
service in a volunteer fire department or rescue squad. This subsection shall apply to an individual who
completed at least ten (10) years of service as a firefighter, firefighting instructor, rescue squad member,
technical rescue basic life support unit member, or advanced life support unit member, auxiliary member,
administrative member or in a combination of those jobs in the County. For purposes of this Subsection, an
active member shall mean someone who has earned at least fifty (50) Length of Service Award Program points.
This Subsection shall only extend medical presumption to the County death benefit outlined in Section 11329(b), and shall not be applied to Maryland Workers' Compensation Law for disability benefits.
(d)
Subsection (c) shall only apply to those members who have completed a base line physical to include screenings
consistent with National Fire Protection Association ("NFPA") 1582 criteria for cancer, lung disease, heart
disease, and hypertension; and shall submit documentation of an annual physical to include screenings consistent
with NFPA 1582 criteria for those meeting the risk factor of a comprehensive screening for cancer, lung disease,
heart disease, and hypertension. The annual physical may be performed by a County vendor, or the member's
primary care physician at the expense of the member or the member's insurance. A copy of the member's
physical results will be sent to Fire Department Risk Management. The required documentation from for the
annual physical performed by a personal physician shall include a checklist of required screenings consistent
with Prince George's County and NFPA 1582 standards. A member may opt for additional tests and evaluations
as directed by the member's primary care physician. If a member chooses not to participate in the annual
physical, it shall not affect his or her volunteer status. A member's medical documents from an annual physical
shall become property of the Fire Department Risk Management and be subject to all medical record review
rules and regulations in concert with HIPPA, shall remain confidential, and shall not be reviewed by the County
without the express consent of the member. Former members who are no longer volunteers shall qualify for a
medical presumption under Subsection (c) if they meet other eligibility requirements and were active members
within the last five (5) years preceding their diagnosis.
(CB-147-1982; CB-3-2017)
Sec. 11-330. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICE CARE PROVIDERS.
Sec. 11-331. - Definitions.
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(a)
The words defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this Division,
unless the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning or a different definition is
prescribed for a particular provision.
(1)
Active experience means the aggregate cumulation of time in service either as a firefighter or EMS care
provider, as the applicable case may be, including and notwithstanding whether such time in service is or has
been in the capacity of a volunteer or of an employee who receives compensation therefore, or whether the same
may be cumulated with an organization other than the Fire Department or any designated organization.
(2)
Active status means that status by which any member of any designated organization shall constitute and serve
in the capacity of a firefighter or EMS care provider in accordance and within any applicable class provided
under this Division.
(3)
Apparatus means any motor vehicle which is owned, operated, or maintained by any designated organization
and specially equipped for the purpose of responding to fire emergencies, medical emergencies, and other
incidents of crisis attended by any designated organization, saving and excepting any such motor vehicle
designed for the principal purpose of administrative or other nonemergency support functions as determined by
the governing body of the designated organization.
(4)
Continuing education means a program, certification, or course of study or training, the subject matter of which
is deemed and approved as substantially related to firefighting or the provision of emergency medical services,
or the operation and enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle, and includes, by way of illustration and not
of limitation, an approved course for Maryland Emergency Medical Technician recertification purposes.
(5)
County experience means active experience, only and to the extent such time in service shall be cumulated in
connection with the Fire Department or any designated organization.
(6)
Designated organization means any volunteer fire, volunteer rescue, or volunteer emergency medical service
department, squad, or company established and operated in Prince George's County according to the provisions
of Division 6 of this Subtitle.
(7)
Emergency Medical Service (EMS) means the provision of first aid or application of other developed medical
techniques and treatments, the purpose of which is to save life and stabilize the medical condition of victims in
trauma, medical crisis, or otherwise exigent medical circumstance.
(8)
Equivalent course of study means a program, certification, or course of study or training which is deemed and
approved by the Fire Commission as materially equivalent with respect to any other such program, certification,
or course.
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(9)
Governing body means a board or committee of directors or trustees, or other governing body, having legal or
fiduciary or ultimate corporate control with respect to any designated organization.
(10)
Interested party means a governing body or member of any designated organization, or any applicant to any
designated organization, which is the subject of, interested in, or otherwise aggrieved by any determination made
and rendered by the Qualifications Review Board or any governing body.
(11)
Medical emergency apparatus means any basic life support ambulance or other apparatus which is designed,
specially equipped, and utilized for the purpose of providing emergency medical services and the transport of
victims in trauma, medical crisis, or otherwise exigent medical circumstance.
(12)
Primary EMS Care Provider means the EMS Care Provider who shall be the most senior and provider in charge
assigned to any medical emergency apparatus for the purpose of responding to any medical emergency and
providing emergency medical services thereupon.
(13)
Qualifications Review Board means the Volunteer Fire Service Qualifications Review Board established
pursuant to the provisions of this Division.
(14)
Standard 1001 means the written firefighting curriculum and course of training designated as Standard 1001 by
the NFPA, as established and set forth in the 1992 edition, and the certificate in respect thereto.
(15)
Standard 1021 means the written firefighting curriculum and course of training designated as Standard 1021 by
the NFPA, as established and set forth in the 1992 edition, and the certificate in respect thereto.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-332. - Purposes; Construction; Applicability of Division.
(a)
The underlying purposes and policies of this Division are, among others, to prescribe minimum qualifications
for volunteer firefighters and volunteer EMS care providers, to establish appropriate standards of training for
volunteer firefighters and volunteer EMS care providers, and to enhance the standards and quality of service
provided by designated organizations.
(b)
Unless otherwise indicated, the provisions of this Division shall be construed and applied liberally to promote
the underlying purposes and policies specifically enumerated herein.
(c)
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The provisions of this Division shall apply to any designated organization and to any member who shall actively
engage in firefighting, rescue operations, or the provision of emergency medical services in connection with any
such designated organization.
(CB-82-1994)
Editor's note— CR-95-1973 requested that the County Executive establish a mandatory driving safety program
for the volunteer and paid members of the fire and rescue services and to provide for a comprehensive accident
reporting and investigating system.
Sec. 11-333. - Firefighter and EMS Care Provider volunteer classes.
(a)
Subject to the applicable provisions of this Division and for purposes of this Division, volunteer firefighters shall
be designated among classes of seniority as follows:
(1)
Junior Volunteer Firefighter;
(2)
Active Volunteer Firefighter;
(3)
Volunteer Fire Line Officer;
(4)
Deputy or Assistant Volunteer Fire Chief; and
(5)
Volunteer Fire Chief.
(b)
Subject to the applicable provisions of this Division and for purposes of this Division, volunteer EMS care
providers shall be designated among the classes of seniority as follows:
(1)
Junior EMS Care Provider;
(2)
Active Volunteer EMS Care Provider;
(3)
Volunteer EMS Officer;
(4)
Deputy and Assistant Volunteer EMS Chief; and
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(5)
Volunteer EMS Chief.
(c)
No member of any designated organization shall be appointed to active status to any officer, deputy chief,
assistant chief, or chief class designation provided in this Section until such time as the governing body of such
designated organization or the Fire Commission shall have duly issued a certificate, in writing, which evidences
that such member meets or exceeds the conditions, qualifications, and requirements applicable thereto according
the provisions of this Division.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-334. - Junior Volunteer Firefighters and Junior EMS Care Providers.
(a)
Prior to appointment to the capacity of a Junior Volunteer Firefighter or Junior EMS Care Provider, each
applicant thereto shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such applicant shall have attained an age of not less than sixteen (16) years.
(2)
Compliance with certain qualifications and training. Such applicant shall establish full and complete compliance
with the provisions for minimum qualifications and training requirements set forth hereunder at Section 11-335,
saving and except to the extent such minimum qualifications may otherwise require the attainment of any age.
(b)
Special restrictions.
(1)
No Junior Volunteer Firefighter or Junior Volunteer EMS Care Provider shall be permitted or authorized to
operate any apparatus responding to an emergency alarm.
(2)
No Junior Volunteer Firefighter or Junior Volunteer EMS Care Provider shall be permitted or authorized to ride
as a passenger upon any apparatus until such time as they shall have satisfactorily completed the Prince George's
County Volunteer Recruit School, or any equivalent course of study, and furnished to the applicable designated
organization a valid work permit.
(3)
No Junior Volunteer Firefighter may be permitted or authorized during emergency operations to enter a burning
building or other structure until such time as they may have completed and obtained the Firefighter I
certification provided at Section 11-335(b)(2) hereunder; provided that, notwithstanding the foregoing
limitation, an Incident Commander acting on site at any such fire may direct, authorize, or permit such Junior
Volunteer Firefighter to enter such building or structure in the event such Incident Commander shall have first
determined the subject fire is placed under control.
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(4)
No Junior Volunteer Firefighter or Junior EMS Care Provider shall be eligible to serve as a primary EMS care
provider on any medical emergency apparatus until such time as they shall have obtained a Maryland
Emergency Medical Technician course certification, or any equivalent course of study.
(c)
Upon attaining the age of not less than eighteen (18) years, any member who shall have qualified in accordance
with the provisions of this Section as a junior firefighter or junior EMS care provider shall be duly and
automatically qualified thereafter as an active firefighter or active EMS care provider, as the applicable case may
be.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-335. - Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer EMS Care Providers.
(a)
Except as otherwise provided herein, prior to appointment to the capacity of a volunteer firefighter or EMS care
provider, whether of the junior or active class designation, each applicant thereto shall establish compliance with
the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such applicant shall have attained an age of not less than eighteen (18) years.
(2)
Application. Such applicant shall have furnished a completed application form as prescribed from time to time
by the Fire Commission, which application form shall require the recordation of such information as is
reasonably necessary to demonstrate that the applicant possesses the qualifications required by this Section.
(3)
Medical standards. Such applicant shall meet or exceed such medical standards as are established by the Fire
Commission, which medical standards shall be based upon reasonable tests and examinations necessary to
ascertain that the applicant's physical and mental health is adequate to insure that the applicant is able to perform
in firefighting or rescue operations without the threat of injury to self, other firefighters or EMS care providers,
or members of the general public.
(4)
Background investigation. Such applicant shall have authorized the conduct of, and successfully completed, a
background investigation as may be determined, required, and administered by the applicable designated
organization, which background investigation may include an investigation of the applicant's character,
including an examination of the applicant's criminal history.
(b)
Upon appointment to the capacity of junior or active firefighter, each such person appointed shall comply with
each of the several training requirements set forth below; and any failure thereafter of any person to meet such
requirements shall result in automatic termination of active status until such time as the same requirements shall
be satisfied.
(1)
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Not later than twelve (12) months after the month of appointment, each junior or active firefighter shall either
enroll in the Maryland Emergency Medical Technician course or in the Firefighter I certification course
conducted in accordance with Standard 1001, or any equivalent course of study.
(2)
Not later than thirty (30) months after the month of appointment, each junior or active firefighter shall have
satisfactorily completed the Maryland Emergency Medical Technician course and obtained the Firefighter I
certification in accordance with Standard 1001, or any equivalent course of study.
(3)
For purposes of this Section 11-335(b), in the case of any volunteer firefighter who may attain the active class
designation by operation of the conversion from the junior class in accordance with the provisions of Section 11334(c), the month of appointment shall be determined and deemed to be the month during which they were first
appointed to such junior class designation.
(c)
Upon appointment to the capacity of Active Volunteer EMS Care Provider, each such person appointed shall
comply with each of the several training requirements set forth below; and any failure thereafter of any person to
meet such requirements shall result in automatic termination of active status until such time as the same
requirements shall be satisfied.
(1)
Not later than eighteen (18) months after the month of appointment, each Active Volunteer EMS Care Provider
shall have completed and obtained a Maryland Emergency Medical Technician course certification, or any
equivalent course of study.
(2)
For purposes of this Section 11-335(c), in the case of any Volunteer EMS Care Provider who may attain the
active class designation by operation of the conversion from the junior class in accordance with the provisions of
Section 11-334(c), the month of appointment shall be determined and deemed to be the month during which they
were first appointed to such junior class designation.
(d)
Restrictions.
(1)
No Active Volunteer Firefighter or Active Volunteer EMS Care Provider shall be eligible to operate, or ride as a
passenger upon, any apparatus until such time as they shall have satisfactorily completed the Prince George's
County Volunteer Recruit School, or any equivalent course of study.
(2)
No Active Volunteer Firefighter may be permitted or authorized during emergency operations to enter a burning
building or other structure until such time as they may have completed and obtained the Firefighter I
certification provided at Section 11-335(b)(2) hereinabove; provided that, notwithstanding the foregoing
limitation, an Incident Commander acting on site at any such fire may direct, authorize, or permit such Active
Volunteer Firefighter to enter such building or structure in the event such Incident Commander shall have first
determined the subject fire is placed under control.
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(3)
No Active Volunteer Firefighter or Active EMS Care Provider shall be eligible to serve as a primary EMS care
provider on any medical emergency apparatus until such time as they shall have obtained a Maryland
Emergency Medical Technician course certification, or any equivalent course of study.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-336. - Volunteer Fire Line Officers.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer Fire Line Officer, each eligible member of
any designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than the number of years determined according to the
following schedule:
RANK

YEARS
OF AGE

Sergeant

19

Lieutenant

20

Captain

21

(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated a minimum number of years active experience in the capacity of
a firefighter, such minimum number of years determined according to the following schedule:
RANK

YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

Sergeant

2

Lieutenant

3

Captain

3

(3)
Certification. Such member shall have obtained a Department of Transportation First Responder course
certification, or any equivalent course of study.
(b)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer Fire Line Officer at the rank of Sergeant or
Lieutenant, each candidate therefor shall have satisfactorily completed and obtained the Firefighter II
certification in accordance with Standard 1001, or any equivalent course of study.
(c)
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Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer Fire Line Officer at the rank of Captain,
each candidate therefor shall have satisfactorily completed and obtained the Fire Officer I certification in
accordance with Standard 1021, or any equivalent course of study.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-337. - Deputy and Assistant Volunteer Fire Chiefs.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Deputy or Assistant Volunteer Fire Chief, each eligible
member of any designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than twenty-three (23) years.
(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated not less than four (4) years County experience in the capacity of
a firefighter; provided, not less than two (2) years of such County experience shall be cumulated in the capacity
of a fire line officer, and not less than one (1) year of such County experience shall be cumulated at the rank of
Captain.
(3)
Certification. Such member shall have obtained a Department of Transportation First Responder course
certification, or any equivalent course of study.
(4)
Such member shall have satisfactorily completed and obtained the Fire Officer II certification in accordance
with Standard 1021, or any equivalent course of study.
(c)
Not less than twelve (12) months prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Deputy or Assistant
Volunteer Fire Chief at the interim rank of "A Chief" shall first complete one or more programs of continuing
education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration of instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours; and,
in addition, on an annual basis commencing upon appointment to the capacity of Deputy or Assistant Fire Chief,
whether at the interim rank of "A Chief" or "B Chief," each such person appointed shall complete one or more
programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration of instruction of not less than
twelve (12) hours.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-338. - Volunteer Fire Chiefs.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of Volunteer Fire Chief, each eligible member of any
designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than twenty-four (24) years.
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(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated not less than five (5) years County experience in the capacity of
a firefighter; provided, not less than three (3) years of such County experience shall be cumulated in the capacity
of a fire line officer or deputy or assistant chief, and not less than one (1) year of such County experience shall
be cumulated in the capacity of a deputy or assistant chief.
(3)
Certification. Such member shall have obtained a Department of Transportation First Responder course
certification, or any equivalent course of study.
(4)
Such member shall have satisfactorily completed and obtained the Fire Officer II certification in accordance
with Standard 1021, or any equivalent course of study.
(5)
Continuing education. Not less than twelve (12) months prior to the month of appointment, such member shall
have completed one or more programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration
of instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours.
(c)
On an annual basis commencing upon appointment to the capacity of fire chief, each such person appointed shall
complete one or more programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration of
instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours.
(CB-82-1994)
Editor's note— CR-96-1974 provided that any officer in a volunteer fire department who completes the
Manager and Supervisor Program offered by the Prince George's Community College shall be reimbursed for
the cost of the course.
Sec. 11-339. - Volunteer EMS Officers.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer EMS Officer, each eligible member of any
designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than the number of years determined according to the
following schedule:
RANK

YEARS
OF AGE

Sergeant

19

Lieutenant

20

Captain

21
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(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated a minimum number of years active experience in the capacity of
an EMS care provider, such minimum number of years determined according to the following schedule:
RANK

YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

Sergeant

2

Lieutenant

3

Captain

3

(b)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer EMS Officer, each candidate therefore shall
have satisfactorily completed the Prince George's County Volunteer Recruit School, or any equivalent course of
study.
(c)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer EMS Officer at the rank of Captain, each
candidate therefor shall have satisfactorily completed the Fire Officer I certification in accordance with Standard
1021, or the EMS Officer I training course, or any equivalent course of study relating directly to the duties and
operation of EMS officers.
(d)
Certification. Prior to and during any appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer EMS Officer, each officer so
appointed shall maintain in current and good standing the Maryland Emergency Medical Technician
certification, or equivalent course of study.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-340. - Deputy and Assistant Volunteer EMS Chiefs.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Deputy or Assistant Volunteer EMS Chief, each
eligible member of any designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as
follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than twenty-three (23) years.
(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated not less than four (4) years County experience in the capacity of
an EMS care provider; provided, not less than two (2) years of such County experience shall be cumulated in the
capacity of an EMS officer, and not less than one (1) year of such County experience shall be cumulated at the
rank of Captain.
(b)
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Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of Deputy or Assistant Volunteer EMS Chief, each
candidate shall have satisfactorily completed the Prince George's County Volunteer Recruit School, or any
equivalent course of study.
(c)
Training. Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of Deputy or Assistant Volunteer EMS Chief,
each candidate therefor shall have satisfactorily completed and obtained the Fire Officer II certification in
accordance with Standard 1021, the EMS Officer II training course, or any equivalent course of study relating to
the duties of EMS officers.
(d)
Certification. Prior to and during any appointment to the capacity of Deputy or Assistant Volunteer EMS Chief,
each deputy or assistant chief so appointed shall maintain in current and good standing the Maryland Emergency
Medical Technician certification, or equivalent course of study.
(e)
Not less than twelve (12) months prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Deputy or Assistant
Volunteer EMS Chief at the interim rank of "A Chief" shall first complete one or more programs of continuing
education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration of instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours; and,
in addition, on an annual basis commencing upon appointment to the capacity of volunteer deputy or assistant
EMS chief, whether at the interim rank of "A Chief" or "B Chief," each such person appointed shall complete
one or more programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration of instruction of
not less than twelve (12) hours.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-341. - Volunteer EMS Chiefs.
(a)
Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of a Volunteer EMS Chief, each eligible member of any
designated organization shall establish compliance with the minimum qualifications as follows:
(1)
Age. Such member shall have attained an age not less than twenty-four (24) years.
(2)
Experience. Such member shall have cumulated not less than five (5) years County experience in the capacity of
an EMS care provider; provided, not less than three (3) years of such County experience shall be cumulated in
the capacity of an EMS officer, and not less than one (1) year of such County experience shall be cumulated in
the capacity of a deputy or assistant EMS chief.
(3)
Continuing education. Not less than twelve (12) months prior to the month of appointment, such member shall
have completed one or more programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a duration
of instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours.
(b)
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Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of Volunteer EMS Chief, each candidate shall have
satisfactorily completed the Prince George's County Volunteer Recruit School, or any equivalent course of study.
(c)
Training. Prior to any promotional appointment to the capacity of Volunteer EMS Chief, each candidate therefor
shall have satisfactorily completed the Fire Officer II certification in accordance with Standard 1021, the EMS
Officer II training course, or any equivalent course of study relating to the duties of EMS officers.
(d)
Certification. Prior to and during any appointment to the capacity of Volunteer EMS Chief, each chief so
appointed shall maintain in current and good standing the Maryland Emergency Medical Technician
certification, or equivalent course of study.
(e)
On an annual basis commencing upon appointment to the capacity of Volunteer EMS Chief, each such person
appointed shall complete one or more programs of continuing education which, in the aggregate, shall require a
duration of instruction of not less than twelve (12) hours.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-342. - Administration of Division.
(a)
Disputes. Subject to the provision for recommendation by the Qualification Review Board and any governing
body which is an interested party, any dispute concerning the purposes, provisions, and administration of this
Division shall be subject to determination by the Fire Commission.
(b)
Determinations by Fire Commission. The Fire Commission shall have the specific authorities and
responsibilities to render the following determinations provided in accordance with this Division:
(1)
Any dispute concerning the issuance or failure to issue any certificate provided in accordance with the purposes,
provisions, and administration of Section 11-333(c);
(2)
Any determination concerning the qualification of any program, certification, or course as one which shall be
deemed an equivalent course of study with respect to any other course enumerated herein, within the meaning of
Section 11-331(a)(8) and purposes of this Division; and
(3)
Any request of appeal tendered by an interested party with respect to any prior adverse determination provided
in accordance with this Division and rendered by the Qualifications Review Board or any governing body.
(c)
Determinations by a governing body. A governing body shall have the specific authorities and responsibilities to
render the following determinations provided in accordance with this Division:
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(1)
Any initial determination concerning the qualifications or compliance with applicable training requirements of
any firefighter or EMS care provider in active status, or any applicant for such active status;
(2)
Any certification provided in accordance with the purposes, provisions, and administration of Section 11-333(c);
and
(3)
Any determination concerning the qualification of any program, certification, or course as one which shall be
deemed substantially related to firefighting or the provision of emergency medical services, or the operations
and enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle, and shall constitute continuing education within the meaning
set forth in Section 11-331(a)(4) and for purposes of this Division.
(d)
Determinations by Qualifications Review Board. The Qualifications Review Board shall have the specific
authorities and responsibilities as follows:
(1)
To evaluate and make recommendation with respect to any dispute made subject to determination by the Fire
Commission pursuant to the provisions of this Division, including, without limitation, any dispute concerning
the issuance or failure to issue any certificate provided in accordance with the purposes, provisions, and
administration of Section 11-333(c);
(2)
To evaluate and develop recommendations concerning qualification of any program, certification, or course as
one which shall be deemed substantially related to firefighting or the provision of emergency medical services,
or the operations and enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle, and shall constitute continuing education
within the meaning set forth in Section 11-331(a)(4) and for purposes of this Division;
(3)
To make such general studies, surveys, inquiries, and evaluations concerning the improvement of qualifications
or training for active status; and
(4)
To report its recommendations, findings, and evaluations to the Fire Commission.
(e)
Form and standards of determinations. Any determination made pursuant to the provisions of this Division by
the Fire Commission, a governing body, or the Qualifications Review Board shall be rendered in writing, and
shall be certificated through attestation by any officer so authorized by the governing body in interest, and shall
be made upon the basis of a preponderance of the evidence.
(f)
Procedures; regulations. The Fire Commission shall promulgate its own rules and regulations as may be
necessary and appropriate to execute its responsibilities under this Division; provided, such rules or regulations
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shall provide, among other things, that any appeal as provided under this Division shall be duly taken only upon
the giving of timely notice thereof to the Qualifications Review Board and, further, shall provide that the
Qualifications Review Board shall be afforded a period of not less than thirty (30), and not more than sixty (60)
days, from the date of notice for the purpose of evaluating such appeal and making such recommendations as
provided herein.
(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-343. - Volunteer Fire Service Qualifications Review Board.
(a)
There is hereby established a Volunteer Fire Service Qualifications Review Board which shall monitor the
development of appropriate qualifications and standards of training for volunteer firefighters and volunteer EMS
care providers, and to support the enhancement of standards and qualifications of service provided by designated
organizations.
(b)
The Qualifications Review Board shall consist of five (5) members who shall be designated in accordance with
the following:
(1)
One (1) member shall be designated from, among, and by the Fire Commission, which member shall constitute
and serve as Chairman of the Qualifications Review Board;
(2)
Two (2) members shall be designated by the Fire Chief from and among the members of the Prince George's
County Fire Service, one of which members shall be sworn to the rank of Major and the other of which shall be
sworn and appointed to the position of Volunteer Division Chief;
(3)
One (1) member shall be designated from among the members of the Prince George's County Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Association, Inc., a Maryland nonstock corporation, or its lawful successor, which is organized and
existing in Prince George's County, Maryland, and which member shall be so designated by the President of
such association; and
(4)
One (1) member shall be designated from, by, and among the members of the Volunteer Fire Chief's Council or
its lawful successor, an unincorporated and nonprofit professional association organized and existing in Prince
George's County, Maryland.
(c)
Each member of the Qualifications Review Board shall serve for an indefinite term, and subject to the pleasure
of the person or association by which such member is so designated to serve.
(d)
The Qualifications Review Board shall promulgate its own rules and regulations as may be necessary and
appropriate to execute its responsibilities under this Division.
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(CB-82-1994)
Sec. 11-344. - Reserved.
DIVISION 8. - EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION FEE.
Sec. 11-345. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Emergency Transportation refers to the transportation of patients by a unit operated and staffed by Advanced
Life Support personnel or Basic Life Support personnel or any combination of both as designated by the Prince
George's County Fire Chief.
(CB-112-1985; CB-80-2006)
Sec. 11-346. - Emergency transportation; fees.
(a)
The fees for Emergency Transportation and related services provided by Prince George's County shall be as
established in the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance.
(b)
No person shall be denied Emergency Transportation because of an inability to pay the fee required by this
Section, and no person shall be questioned about an ability to pay such fee at the time the service is requested or
rendered.
(c)
The fee required by this Section may be collected on behalf of the County by the hospital to which the patient is
transported or other agents designated by the County. The County Executive is authorized to contract with
hospitals or other agents for fee collection.
(d)
The receipt of maximum benefits payable by Medicare or Medicaid in accordance with applicable government
regulations in payment of any fee imposed by this Section shall be accepted as payment in full.
(e)
The County Executive is authorized to prescribe regulations for the implementation and administration of this
Division. A copy of the adopted regulations and any amendments thereto shall be filed with the Clerk of the
Council for review, comment, or action by the Prince George's County Council within thirty (30) days.
(CB-112-1985; CB-34-1991; CB-80-2006)
Editor's note— CB-22-1996 increased the fee for transporting people by one of the Mobile Intensive Care
Units from $100 to $200. Basic ambulance service is provided without charge.
CB-28-2008 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2008 as follows:
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TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-19-2009 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2009 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-44-2010 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2010 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-24-2011 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2011 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-38-2012 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2012 as follows:
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TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-42-2013 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2013 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-34-2014 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2014 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-32-2015 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2015 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-32-2016 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2016 as follows:
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TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-55-2017 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2017 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-23-2018 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2018 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-27-2019 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2019 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$5.00 per mile

CB-24-2020 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2020 as follows:
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TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$12.00 per mile

CB-35-2021 set the following emergency transportation fees for emergency transportation services rendered on
or after July 1, 2021 as follows:
TYPE OF EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
FEE
SERVICE
Basic Life Support

$500.00

Advanced Life Support 1

$650.00

Advanced Life Support 2

$750.00

Mileage fee

$12.00 per mile

Sec. 11-347. - Use of funds.
Revenues from the fees imposed for Emergency Transportation provided by the County shall be used for
operating and capital expenses related to Emergency Transportation, as set forth in the Annual Budget and
Appropriation Ordinance.
(CB-112-1985; CB-34-1991; CB-80-2006)
SUBTITLE 12. - HEALTH.
DIVISION 1. - BOARD OF HEALTH.
Sec. 12-101. - Board of Health designated.
(a)
The Council shall be the County Board of Health.
(b)
The Council, sitting as the Board of Health, shall have all the powers and duties granted to a local Board of
Health under State law. It is the responsibility of the Board of Health, upon reasonable public notice and
consultation with the County Health Officer, to take any action pursuant to its authority, upon determining that it
is in the public interest and consistent with Section 3-202 of the Health General Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, including but not limited to the following:
(1)
Review, advise and make recommendations regarding policies related to health care facilities, health services,
and public health in the County;
(2)
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Review, advise and make recommendations regarding any development, enlargement or other modification of
health care facilities that it determines are relevant to the County;
(3)
Review, advise and make recommendations regarding policies related to any County-funded or subsidized health
clinics for the treatment and prevention of physical and mental illnesses;
(4)
Have general oversight for the health and sanitary interests of the people of the County including the
investigation and study of the causes of disease, epidemics, nuisances affecting public health, prevention of
contagious diseases and the preservation of health;
(5)
Promote and support policies and programs that encourage healthier lifestyles and better public health in the
County, including educating the public with respect to environmental, physical and mental health;
(6)
Adopt regulations by Council resolution in furtherance of the responsibilities and objectives set forth in this
Subsection; and
(7)
Enlist experts to assist in the execution of its duties.
(CB-24-1971; CB-13-2017)
Editor's note— CR-96-1978 directed the Health Officer to neither close nor substantially reduce the level of
service at any health facility without the prior written approval of the Board of Health or unless clearly indicated
in the annual budget.
CR-87-1982 established a fee of $20.00 for the issuance of a well permit. CR-58-1983 increased the well permit
fee to $40.00 effective July 1, 1983. CR-97-1992 increased the well permit fee to $80.00 effective October 1,
1992.
Sec. 12-101.01. - County Health Officer; appointment, qualifications and duties.
(a)
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3-302 of the Health-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
the County governing body, consisting of the County Council and County Executive, shall establish a process by
which said governing body shall nominate a candidate for County Health Officer.
(b)
The qualifications and duties of the County Health Officer shall be as set forth in Subtitle 3, Title 3, HealthGeneral Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
At such time as there is a vacancy or potential vacancy in the Office of Health Officer, a committee shall be
established at the direction of the County Executive. The committee shall be comprised of the County Executive
or his designee and the Chairman of the Council or his designee and such other members as the Executive and
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Chairman agree upon. The State Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene shall be requested to appoint an exofficio member.
(1)
The Committee shall have responsibility for the process of certification and recommendation of applicants to the
position of County Health Officer, upon the occurrence of a vacancy in that office, as well as the related
responsibilities of recruitment, advertising, examination and interview of potential applicants. The County
Executive shall recommend one candidate to the County Council who will then be subject to approval by a
majority vote of the full Council. The nominee, once approved, shall be submitted to the State Secretary of
Health and Mental Hygiene, who shall make the final appointment of the nominee as Health Officer.
(CB-27-1982)
Editor's note— CR-106-1977 provided for the delegation of authority for certain administrative matters
concerning the Health Officer from the Board of Health to the County Executive.
Sec. 12-101.02. - Same; evaluation and removal.
(a)
In accordance with Section 3-302 of the Health-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the County
Health Officer serves at the pleasure of the governing body, consisting of the County Council and the County
Executive. The County Health Officer may be removed from office with the concurrence of the governing body
of the County and the Secretary of the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
(b)
The County Health Officer shall be evaluated at least annually in writing.
(c)
The County Executive shall prepare an annual evaluation of the County Health Officer according to the criteria
contained in Section 16-182 of the County Code, or under State criteria for Health Officers when so adopted and
the Health Officer and County Council have been advised by the Executive of its intended use, which shall, after
consultation with the County Health Officer, be submitted to the County Council for review and comments.
(1)
If the Council comments on the evaluation, a copy of such comments shall be delivered to the Health Officer. An
Executive session shall be held with the Health Officer if so requested by the Health Officer within seven days
after delivery. The evaluation and comments shall remain confidential pursuant to law. The County Council shall
transmit the evaluation and comments to the County Executive, County Health Officer, and a copy to the Office
of the Secretary, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
(CB-27-1982)
DIVISION 2. - FOOD SERVICE FACILITIES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - STATE REGULATIONS ADOPTED.
Sec. 12-102. - State regulations governing food service facilities adopted by reference.
The Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Regulations Governing Food Service Facilities
as set out in the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 10.15.03), and as they may be amended from time to
time, are hereby adopted by reference as the County regulations governing food service facilities and made a
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part of this Subtitle, with the additions, insertions and changes prescribed in this Division. The Clerk of the
Council shall at all time maintain and keep current three (3) sets of such State regulations for public inspection.
(CB-64-1978)
SUBDIVISION 2. - COUNTY ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO THE STATE
REGULATIONS.
Sec. 12-103. - Additions, insertions and changes to the State regulations.
The following additions, insertions and changes are hereby made to the Maryland State Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene Regulations Governing Food Service Facilities adopted by reference herein as the County
regulations governing food service facilities.
(CB-64-1978)
Sec. 12-104. - Definitions.
(a)
In addition to the definition of terms contained in the State regulations adopted by reference in this Division, the
following definitions and terminology shall apply and are applicable to such provisions adopted by reference:
(1)
Approving authority shall mean the Prince George's County Health Officer.
(2)
Bulk lot frozen food shall mean frozen food intended to be thawed and repackaged for retail sale.
(2.1)
Catering Service shall mean the preparation or provision and the serving of food and drink at the provider's
premises or elsewhere where a prearranged amount of food is provided with or without charge for a group's
event or function; an individual is not charged for a single portion of food. The provider's premises must be a
licensed commercial facility.
(2.2)
Certified food service manager shall mean a person in a supervisory capacity who has obtained training in food
sanitation or has otherwise demonstrated knowledge of good food handling practices, and has obtained the
certification document issued by the Department.
(2.3)
Chronic Offender shall mean any person who operates a food service facility or who manages a shopping center
containing two (2) or more food service facilities, and who demonstrates a pattern of violating regulations, being
evidenced by:
(A)
On two (2) or more occasions within a twelve (12) month period, suspension of the food service facility permit
pursuant to Section 12-111 of this Subdivision; and/or
(B)
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Notices of proven violations of regulations under this Division which do not result in a permit suspension, all
rights of appeal having been exhausted; or
(C)
On two (2) or more occasions within a twelve (12) month period, the Health Officer requires a compliance
hearing.
(3)
Department shall mean the Prince George's County Health Department.
(4)
Depot shall mean a food service facility permitted by the Department or other regulatory agency sanctioned by
the approving authority which provides one or more of the following services to mobile special food service
facilities on a routine basis: food, food preparation or storage, utensil wash facilities, potable water, or waste
disposal facilities. Depot includes a food service facility that:
(A)
Will be annually inspected by the Department;
(B)
Will only allow licensed mobile vendors to operate at their Depot; and
(C)
Will provide an annual record of all mobile vendors using their Depot.
(5)
Food and drink shall mean all food and drink used for human consumption as defined in Title 21, Section 101(i),
Health-General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(6)
Food cluster shall mean an enclosed assemblage of adjacent or adjoining food service facilities located within an
integrated shopping center as defined in Section 27-107.01 of this Code, operating within a specifically
designated area sharing customer dining areas.
(7)
Food Hall shall mean an establishment consisting of three or more individually-licensed businesses offering food
and beverages for consumption on the premises, catering, take out, or delivery. Food uses shall comprise a
minimum of sixty percent (60%) of the gross floor area of the use.
(8)
Food Hall Operator shall mean the person or entity in charge of the Food Hall who must obtain a Master Use
and Occupancy Permit from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement and obtain a High
Priority Food Service License from the County Health Officer.
(9)
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Food Hall Vendor shall mean the person or entity who operates within a designated Food Hall unit. The Food
Hall vendor must maintain a low, moderate or high priority license or permit for their leased unit from the
County Health Officer. A Food Hall vendor shall apply for a low, moderate or high priority food service license
within 30 days of their occupancy. The County Health Officer may allow a food vendor who has applied for a
low, moderate or high priority license to operate under the Food Hall operator's High Priority Food Service
License for up to 90 days. The required 30 days wherein the Food Hall vendor must apply for the food service
license shall run concurrently with the 90 days wherein the Food Hall vendor may operate under the Food Hall
operator's High Priority Food Service License.
(10)
Food service facility shall mean any place in Prince George's County, except those establishments that are on
non-leased federally owned property which are operated and inspected by the Federal Government in which
food or drink products are manufactured, prepared, packed, handled, stored, sold, served, automatically vended,
or distributed on a temporary or permanent basis for consumption by the general public and shall include special
food service facilities and facilities which sell live and/or unprocessed seafood, but shall not be construed to
mean individual, private residences where, without charge, food or drink products are prepared and consumed.
Class B food service facilities are those which are open five (5) or less days per week, serve potentially
hazardous food, and are operated by volunteer fire companies or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans,
religious, or charitable organizations in compliance with Internal Revenue Service (IRS) definitions and
protocols.
(11)
Frozen food shall mean food or drink, except ice cream or related dairy products, preserved by being subject to
temperatures not in excess of -10° F and subsequently transported or stored at temperatures not in excess of 0° F.
(12)
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point Assessment shall mean the prioritization of a food service facility as
defined in COMAR 10.15.03.
(13)
Health Officer shall mean the Prince George's County Health Officer or the Health Officer's designee.
(14)
Immediate Control shall mean being physically present and capable of monitoring for food safety and apply
corrective actions if necessary.
(15)
Level B food service manager shall mean the certified food service manager of a non-profit food service facility
who receives the abbreviated food service manager certification training offered by the Health Department.
(16)
Mobile unit shall mean a special food service facility which is a mechanically, electrically, manually, or
otherwise propelled vehicle that is relocated following each day's operation to an approved depot or other
location acceptable to the approving authority.
(17)
Nonprofit shall mean a volunteer fire company or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans, religious, or
charitable organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Service.
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(18)
Operating from a fixed location for a temporary period shall mean operating a food service facility for not more
than five (5) days at a fixed location for an event such as a carnival, circus, fair, or similar temporary event. The
five (5) day period of time is subject to variance at the discretion of the Health Officer. However, operating a
food service facility or a special food service facility intermittently at one (1) location and operating mobile units
as a food service facility or special food service facility relocating at different sites shall not be construed as
operating for a temporary period.
(CB-64-1978; CB-104-1979; CB-56-1988; CB-95-1992; CB-102-1994; CB-108-1994; CB-82-1996; CB-502011; CB-17-2015; CB-89-2015; CB-17-2021; CB-29-2021)
Sec. 12-105. - Frozen food regulation.
(a)
Any food service facility which retails or wholesales frozen food shall comply with the provisions of this
Section:
(1)
Labeling of thawed frozen food.
(A)
Frozen foods which have been allowed to thaw on the premises must be labeled to include the statement
"refreezing may impair quality."
(B)
Bulk lot frozen foods may be thawed for breakdown into retail packaging, but such items must be clearly labeled
to indicate the following:
(i)
The item was previously frozen;
(ii)
The item was thawed for repackaging at approved temperature, and
(iii)
The date of thawing and repackaging.
(C)
Only food products or drinks which have never been frozen may be labeled "fresh."
(D)
It shall be unlawful to offer thawed frozen food for sale, however labeled, in the case where any part of the food
has reached temperatures above 41 o F.
(CB-64-1978; CB-89-2015)
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Sec. 12-105.01. - Food clusters; refuse disposal.
In a food cluster, it shall be the responsibility of the shopping center management to satisfactorily maintain and
provide an approved means to dispose of refuse, provide effective control measures for vermin, and to meet
prescribed housekeeping requirements. The shopping center management can be designated a chronic offender
as defined in Section 12-104 and subject to the fines set forth in Section 12-113 of this Division.
(CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-106. - Toilet facilities.
(a)
Every food service facility shall be provided with adequate and conveniently located toilet facilities for its
employees. Two (2) or more separate toilet rooms shall be provided whenever both males and females are
employed or when Subsection (e) of this Section is applicable; provided, however, that one (1) toilet facility
shall be adequate for both male and female employees and customers in establishments having five (5) or fewer
employees on duty at any given time and, when applicable, seating is provided for ten (10) or fewer customers.
(b)
The doors of all toilet rooms shall be self-closing. Toilet rooms shall be kept in clean condition, in good repair,
and well-lighted and ventilated. Hand washing signs shall be posted in each toilet room used by employees and
at all kitchen hand sink locations.
(c)
Such toilet facilities shall comply with the regulations of the State and of the local Plumbing Code and shall be
located within the permitted establishment except as otherwise noted in this Section. Toilet facilities located off
the premises of a food service facility which has a gross floor area of five hundred (500) square feet or less shall
be considered satisfactory, provided that such toilet facilities are not more than three hundred (300) feet away
from the facility, and are accessible during all hours of operation. Seasonal and temporary special food service
facilities shall have toilet facilities located within a reasonable distance and be accessible during all hours of
operation.
(d)
Toilet facilities for a food cluster as required in Subsection (a), above, shall be the responsibility of the
management of the integrated shopping center and shall be considered satisfactory, provided that such facilities
are conveniently located within the integrated shopping center and within a reasonable distance from any
individual food service facility within said food cluster and are accessible during all hours of operations.
(e)
A food service facility established after January 1, 1979, which provides seating for patrons, must provide
adequate and approved toilet facilities for said patrons as specified by Section 21-325(b), Health-General
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended.
(CB-64-1978; CB-104-1979; CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015)
SUBDIVISION 3. - PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS.
Sec. 12-107. - Applicability of Division; exclusions.
(a)
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This Division shall not apply to facilities selling only prepackaged non-potentially hazardous food or drink.
(b)
There shall be no exposed or unsecured outside storage of food and food equipment. Outdoor service venues
such as patios, pool bars, bars, sidewalk operations and temporary events shall provide sufficient protection of
all food, food equipment and food service items to prevent contamination at all times.
(c)
Food Halls, Food Hall Operators and Food Hall Vendors are subject to all relevant requirements of State and
County Law including appropriate permits and/or licenses, insurance, safety and sanitation; and violations are
subject to Fines, Closure, License Suspension or Revocation.
(CB-64-1978; CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015; CB-17-2021)
Sec. 12-108. - Food permits required.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a food service facility without a valid permit issued by the Health
Officer, provided that this permit requirement shall not apply to:
(1)
Vending machine locations, licensed pursuant to Sections 12-162 through 12-167 of this Subtitle, or operated
solely for the sale of canned or bottled beverages, or any commercially packaged food or drink which is not
perishable, or to machines commonly known as gumball machines.
(2)
A fruit or vegetable stand where fresh, whole or uncut produce is handled, displayed, and sold.
(3)
Warehouses and food processing plants as defined in the Maryland State Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene Regulations Governing Food and Drink Processing and Transportation as set out in COMAR 10.15.04.
(4)
Warehouses and food processing plants that are federally regulated.
(b)
Any person desiring to operate a food service facility shall make written application to the Health Officer for a
permit to operate the facility.
(c)
Application for a food service facility permit shall be on a form approved by the Health Officer and shall, in the
case of new facilities or facilities materially altered, be accompanied by plans and specifications for the
proposed facility.
(CB-64-1978; CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-109. - Permit issuance; denial.
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(a)
When, upon review of the application form and following a complete inspection of the food service facility, the
Health Officer is satisfied that the facility complies with the provisions of this Division, the appropriate
requirements of the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, and State and County health laws, a permit to
operate shall be issued.
(b)
If the facility does not meet the foregoing requirements, the Health Office shall deny a permit to operate a food
service facility. Final denial shall be in writing.
(CB-64-1978; CB-95-1992)
Sec. 12-110. - Posting permit; term; renewal; fees.
(a)
The permit issued by the Health Officer shall be prominently posted in public view within the food service
facility.
(b)
Permits shall be issued for a period not in excess of one (1) year, expiring on the date designated by the Health
Officer. In order to achieve a systematic schedule of renewals, the Health Officer may issue a permit for a
fraction of a year. Except for special food service facilities, seasonal operations, and delinquent permit renewals,
fees for permits issued for a fraction of a year shall be prorated on a quarterly basis.
(c)
Nonprofit organizations operating for a temporary period food and drink concessions which are staffed solely by
members of the organization shall not be required to pay the fees prescribed in this Section. Further, food service
facilities operated by the Prince George's County Board of Education, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland
established by Chapter 566, Acts of 1908, or the Capital Area Community Food Bank and its recipient
organizations in Prince George's County, Maryland, shall not be required to pay the fees prescribed in this
Section. The Capital Area Community Food Bank will provide a list of recipient organizations to the Prince
George's County Health Department on the first day of each year and amend that list as new recipient
organizations are added. A duplicate permit will be issued, on request, at a charge of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).
(d)
At the time of submitting plans to the Health Department for a new or remodeled food service facility, fees as
prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid. A fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid for each
resubmittal of plans after the first resubmittal. An additional fee shall be paid as prescribed in the Table of Fees
for each re-inspection after the first re-inspection required prior to approval to operate. A fee shall be paid as
prescribed in the Table of Fees for prospective inspections, consultations, and equipment evaluations. Prior to
the sale of any permitted facility, the permit holder, or a potential buyer or party in interest in conjunction with
the permit holder, may request that the Health Department conduct a change of ownership inspection to
determine the facility's status regarding all applicable Health Department requirements. The change of
ownership inspection fee shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(e)
Any holder of a permit issued pursuant to this Section who is required to pay a fee for said permit and who fails
to submit to the Health Officer an application for renewal of the permit, together with the required fee, no later
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than five (5) days following the expiration date of the existing permit, shall be assessed an additional fee of
Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per day for each day following the expiration date of the existing permit.
(f)
Food service facilities operated by churches, church societies, and other bona fide nonprofit organizations shall
not be required to pay the late fee for renewal of a permit as required in Subsection (e).
(g)
Food service facilities and special food service facilities operated by bona fide volunteer fire companies shall not
be required to pay the fees described in Subsections (c), (d), and (e) of this Section.
(CB-64-1978; CB-106-1979; CB-111-1980; CB-165-1981; CB-28-1982; CB-44-1985; CB-117-1985; CB-561988; CB-101-1988; CB-41-1989; CB-65-1991; CB-34-1992; CB-95-1992; CB-82-1996; CB-19-2002; CB-442004; CB-12-2008; CB-10-2014; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 12-111. - Closure; suspension of permit; fines.
(a)
In cases where there is a serious violation of the regulations adopted herein, the requirements of the Secretary of
Health and Mental Hygiene, or the State and County health laws which, in the sound discretion of the Health
Officer, creates a serious and immediate danger to the public health, the Health Officer may issue a written order
closing the facility subject to a hearing held, at the request of the operator at the time of closure, and a decision
thereupon within 72 hours after issuance of the order. It shall be unlawful for such establishments to remain open
after being ordered closed unless within the 72-hour period the Health Officer either rescinds the order or fails to
hold the requested hearing and render a decision.
(b)
Any person whose permit has been suspended and/or whenever an establishment has been ordered to close
pursuant to the regulations adopted herein, the owner or operator may at any time thereafter apply in writing for
reinstatement of the permit or to reopen the facility. Upon receipt of such application, the Health Officer shall
have an inspection of the premises made; and, if the food service facility is found to be in compliance with the
requirements of this Division, the appropriate requirements of the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, and
the health laws of the State and County, the Health Officer shall reinstate the permit or reopen the facility. A fee
of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be paid for each such inspection performed during regular working
hours, and a fee of One Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($175.00) shall be paid for inspections performed during
nonworking hours.
(c)
Whenever a food service facility opens or remains open for business without a valid permit, or after being
ordered to close in accordance with the provisions of Subsection (a), above, or while a valid permit has been
suspended, any owner or operator of such food service facility shall be punished by a fine not to exceed One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) a day. Each day such food service facility remains open for business shall
constitute a separate offense pursuant to this Subsection.
(d)
Special food service facilities, including those which sell or offer for sale live and/or unprocessed seafood, may
be subject to a written order of closure for violations of Subtitle 5, Division 12, of this Code. The Health Officer
or the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or their designees, may issue a citation to any
special food service facility, including those selling or offering for sale, live or unprocessed seafood which
operates in violation of this Subsection and/or Section 12-108 of this Code. The citation shall serve as
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notification to the person that he has committed a civil violation and must pay a monetary fine in accordance
with Section 12-111, subject to his right to elect to stand trial pursuant to Section 28-257 of this Code. The
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may also take an enforcement action against the holder
of the Master Use and Occupancy Permit or any vendor conducting business under the Master Use and
Occupancy Permit pursuant to Section 4-116 of this Code.
(e)
If a Food Hall's Master Use and Occupancy Permit is suspended or revoked, all food service operations on the
premises must cease pending resolution of the permit suspension or revocation.
(f)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall promptly notify the Health Department of
any and all Food Hall Master Use and Occupancy Permit suspensions or revocations.
(CB-64-1978; CB-65-1991; CB-34-1992; CB-95-1992; CB-102-1994; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-27-2014;
CB-89-2015; CB-17-2021)
Sec. 12-111.01. - Hearings.
A fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be charged for administrative/enforcement hearings held pursuant
to this Division. The permit holder will not be obligated to pay the fee for the scheduled hearing if:
(1)
A request to cancel or reschedule is received at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the scheduled hearing,
or;
(2)
The hearing is required by this Department.
(CB-34-1992; CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-112. - Inspections; access.
(a)
The Health Officer shall make inspections of food service facilities to determine compliance with this Division,
the appropriate requirements of the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the health laws of the State and
County.
(b)
The Health Officer shall be permitted access to all parts of food service facilities during regular business hours
and shall be permitted to inspect all records of food purchased to determine its source.
(c)
Mobile food service facilities shall be available for an annual inspection at the time and place designated by the
Health Officer prior to licensure or re-licensure.
(CB-64-1978; CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-113. - Chronic offenders; Fines.
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A chronic offender of the provisions of this Code shall be subject to a civil fine not to exceed One Thousand
Hundred Dollars ($1,000.00) for each separate offense.
(CB-118-1985; CB-95-1992; CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-114. - Food Service Manager Requirements.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (b), no food service facility shall operate unless a minimum of one employee
has a valid food service manager certificate or is enrolled in an approved course that will train the employee to
be a certified food service manager.
(b)
Except as provided for in Subsection (c), no food service facility shall operate unless it is under the immediate
control of a certified food service manager during all hours of operation.
(c)
No food service facility operated more than an average of five (5) days per week by a volunteer fire company or
bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans', religious, or charitable organization shall operate unless it has a
certified food service manager on staff or a staff person or member is enrolled in an approved course that will
train that person to be a certified food service manager. No food service facility operated more than an average
of five (5) days per week by a volunteer fire company or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans', religious,
or charitable organization shall operate unless it is under the immediate control of a certified food service
manager.
(d)
No Class B food service facility shall operate unless a certified food service manager is on staff or in the
membership of the organization or a Level B food service manager is on site during all hours of operation.
(e)
The approving authority may postpone or waive the requirement of Subsections (b), (c), and (d), above, if, in
unusual circumstances, its application to a particular licensee would result in undue hardship.
(f)
The approving authority may reduce the number of hours of training required for a Level B food service
manager.
(g)
The food service manager certificates shall be issued by the Department.
(h)
A food service facility permit shall not be issued by the Health Officer until the facility meets the food service
manager requirements stated above unless in unusual circumstances, its application would result in an undue
hardship.
(i)
This Section shall not apply to the following:
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(1)
Low priority food service facilities.
(2)
"Pot luck" style dinners sponsored by a volunteer fire company or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans',
religious, or charitable organization;
(3)
Food prepared for the homeless by a volunteer fire company or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans',
religious, or charitable organization;
(4)
Volunteer fire companies or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans', religious, or charitable organizations
or corporations which sponsor two (2) or less events per year where food is prepared and served;
(5)
Volunteer fire companies or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans', religious, or charitable organizations
or corporations which lease banquet facilities if the food is not prepared by them; and
(6)
Food preparation by volunteer fire companies or bona fide nonprofit fraternal, civic, veterans', religious, or
charitable organizations or corporations during emergency/crisis situations.
(j)
Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 through 5, the approving authority may require appropriate staffing by a food
service manager if, during the preceding twelve months, there have been incidents of foodborne illnesses at the
facility.
(CB-95-1992; CB-108-1994; CB-82-1996; CB-44-2004; CB-41-2015; CB-89-2015)
Editor's note— CR-54-1993 provided that the provisions of this Section as enacted by CB-95-1992 be delayed
in implementation until March 1, 1994, for food service facilities operated by religious, fraternal, and other
similar nonprofit organizations, including, but not limited to, the member organizations of the Ladies Auxiliary
to the Prince George's County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association, the American Legion, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, and the Elks Club. In addition, CR-54-1993 established a Task Force on Food Service Manager
Certification for nonprofit organizations, which was to report its findings to the Council on or before January 1,
1994.
Sec. 12-114.01. - Food Service Manager Certification.
(a)
Application for a Food Service Manager Certificate must be made to the Department by submitting the
following:
(1)
A completed application with a fee prescribed in the Table of Fees; and
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(2)
Original written evidence of successful completion, within three (3) years of the date of the application, of a
food service manager certification course approved by the Conference for Food Protection (CFP); or
(3)
An original transcript or official grade notification form from a college or other institution or organization
offering a CFP approved course or test; or
(4)
Other documentation acceptable to the Department showing successful completion of a CFP approved course or
test; or
(5)
A valid food service manager certificate from a local jurisdiction with a reciprocal agreement on certification
with the Department.
(b)
A person required to obtain a food service manager certification for a food service facility operated by the Board
of Education of Prince George's County, by a volunteer fire company or rescue squad, or a bona fide nonprofit
fraternal, civic, veterans', religious, or charitable organization or corporation shall be exempt from the fee
provision of this Section.
(c)
A food service manager certificate shall be issued in the name of an individual only and shall be valid for the
period of the certification.
(d)
Renewal certificates will be issued upon receipt of the following:
(1)
A complete application along with the fee as prescribed in the Table of fees; and
(2)
An original certificate of successful completion of a food service manager recertification test approved by the
Conference for Food Protection (CFP); or
(3)
Proof of having provided a minimum of three (3) training courses, approved by the Department, to staff of the
facility or facilities where employed during the previous certification period; or
(4)
Proof of having conducted a monthly self-inspection program approved by the Department during the previous
certification period; or
(5)
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Evidence of having successfully passed a challenge examination acceptable to the approving authority.
(e)
Application for renewal must be made no later than six (6) months following the expiration of the CFSM card. If
more than six (6) months have elapsed, renewal is not possible and the applicant will have to repeat the entire
certification process.
(f)
The expiration date will be exactly three (3) years from the expiration date of the old card.
(g)
The fee for the replacement of a food service manager certificate is prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(h)
A food service facility, upon written notice by the Department, will be subject to a fine of Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) on each occasion that said facility fails to provide proof that it is under the immediate control of a
certified food service manager during all hours when food is being prepared, handled, or served, except as
provided in Subsection (e), above, or that a supervisory employee is currently enrolled in an approved course.
Proof of enrollment in an approved course must be submitted to the Department within two (2) weeks of written
notification to the facility. Upon revocation of a food service manager certification, a food service facility shall
be required to obtain the services of a certified food service manager or shall have enrolled alternate supervisory
personnel in an approved training program within two (2) weeks of notification to the facility, or shall be subject
to the penalties specified in this Section. Application for certification must be made within one week of
satisfactory completion of the course.
(CB-89-2015; CB-21-2019)
Sec. 12-114.02. - Food Service Manager Certification; Suspension/Revocation.
(a)
Any certification may be suspended or revoked by the Department when the certified food service manager or a
person under the certified food service manager's supervision repeatedly fails to comply with these regulations.
(b)
Prior to such suspension or revocation, the holder of said certificate shall be given the opportunity for a hearing
before the approving authority. A certificate may be suspended or revoked for repeated violations of food safety
requirements; for failure to make corrections of documented violations; for operating without a permit or while a
permit has been suspended; for failure to adhere to critical items requirements as defined in COMAR
10.15.03.02B; for obtaining such certification under false pretenses; or for preventing regulatory personnel from
performing their duty.
(c)
The certified food service manager shall surrender his or her certificate to the Department when certification has
been suspended or revoked.
(d)
Prior to restoring a certificate, retraining may be required for the food service manager and/or all food workers
employed in food facilities where there is documented inability to maintain safe and sanitary food handling
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practices as demonstrated by instances of foodborne illness, serious repeat violations, or other factors increasing
the risk to consumers.
(CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-115. - Special Food Service Facilities — Mobile Units.
(a)
The following provisions shall apply to mobile units:
(1)
Vehicle Identification.
(A)
The following must be plainly visible and permanently affixed, with a minimum three (3) inch high letters of
contrasting color, to the exterior body of the mobile unit:
(i)
Name of mobile unit and/or operator and the vehicle owner's name; and
(ii)
Name, address, telephone number and email address of the vehicle owner and the vehicle operator.
(B)
A valid and current Health Department issued decal must be displayed at all times.
(C)
A valid registration card and vehicle tag must be provided prior to licensure, if applicable.
(2)
Food handling; storage; source.
(A)
Any mobile unit failing to meet specified requirements of COMAR 10.15.03 must provide written confirmation
of accessibility to an approved depot for one or more of the following:
(i)
Utensil washing facilities;
(ii)
Disposal of liquid and solid wastes;
(iii)
Source of potable water; and
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(iv)
Storage of foods.
(B)
Mobile food service facilities must provide cold storage units capable of maintaining potentially hazardous food
at 41 o F, or below.
(C)
Potentially hazardous food which has been displayed for service may not be served again.
(D)
Operators of mobile units must provide evidence that the equipment is capable of reheating, cooking, or hot/cold
holding of potentially hazardous foods, as required by this Code.
(E)
Public vending of food from manually propelled mobile units is prohibited on public rights of way in Prince
George's County and on private property except for mobile units that are authorized as participants of a
designated Food Truck Hub as defined by Section 5-189.01 or as permitted at a stadium, amusement park, in
conjunction with a carnival, festival, fair or similar event which has been issued a Temporary Use Permit (UTZ)
from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. This section shall not apply to a permitee or
licensee operating within a mixed use venue whose core uses include the merchandising of retail, food,
beverages and entertainment provided the permitee or licensee has the permission of the property management
association.
(CB-95-1992; CB-70-2010; CB-27-2014; CB-17-2015; CB-89-2015; CB-29-2021)
Sec. 12-115.01. - Special Food Service Facilities — Temporary Food Service Facilities.
(a)
Applications for a single or multi-day event permit must be received by mail or in person no later than five (5)
business days prior to the event. Applications received after that time frame will not be processed.
(b)
Permits received after the deadline as well as those permits submitted by operators with a history of
noncompliance may be denied. Denial may be based on the type of food prepared and served, the extent of the
necessary food handling activity, and the operator's established history of operation.
(c)
Attendance at a training class offered by the Department is encouraged prior to issuance of a permit. Attendance
will be mandatory for those operators who have demonstrated failure to follow the requirements of this Code.
(d)
Multi-day events must have approved overnight storage for food and food service equipment.
(e)
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Based upon local environmental conditions, location, and other similar factors, the Department may establish
additional structural or operational requirements, or both, as necessary to ensure that foods are handled safely at
the event.
(CB-89-2015)
Sec. 12-115.02. - Special Food Service Facilities — Farmer's Markets.
(a)
A Farmer's Market Vendor's License shall:
(1)
operate only with written permission at a Farmer's Market in the County as defined in Subtitle 27 of the Prince
George's County Code and
(2)
be listed by the Maryland Department of Agriculture
(b)
A Farmer's Market Sampler's License shall:
(1)
Be dependent upon issuance of a Farmer's Market Permit.
(2)
Exclude whole uncut produce or products produced with an On Farm Processing License.
(CB-89-2015; CB-99-2021)
SUBDIVISION 4. - SNAP TO HEALTH PROGRAM.
Sec. 12-116. - SNAP to Health Program.
(a)
The Department shall establish a program entitled "SNAP To Health" to provide technical assistance:
(1)
to a Farmer's Market as defined by Subtitle 27 of the County Code, in acquiring technology necessary to accept
and process benefits under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).
(2)
to train managers at a Farmer's Market how to manage the reporting requirements and responsibilities associated
with managing a system that accepts and processes SNAP benefits.
(CB-37-2014; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 12-117. - Grants under the SNAP to Health Program.
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(a)
The Department shall provide grants:
(1)
To a Farmer's Market to offset the initial cost of establishing a SNAP acceptance and processing system.
(2)
To a Farmer's Market to offset the costs associated with managing SNAP acceptance and processing such as fees
associated with hosting an Electronic Bank Transfer (EBT) device, transaction fees associated with SNAP
purchases on the EBT device, and staff costs.
(b)
Contingent upon available funding, a Farmer's Market applying for the type of grant assistance found in this
Section is eligible for up to three (3) years of assistance in the following increments:
(1)
In the first year, the grant may offset up to One Hundred Percent (100%) of the costs.
(2)
In the second year, the grant may offset up to Fifty Percent (50%) of the costs.
(3)
In the third year, the grant may offset up to Twenty Five Percent (25%) of the costs.
(c)
A farmer's market may not receive more than $5,000 in County grants under this program in a single fiscal year.
(d)
The Department shall establish the eligibility requirements the managing entity of a farmer's market must meet
in order to qualify for a grant through program regulations promulgated pursuant to Section 12-120.
(CB-37-2014)
Sec. 12-118. - Outreach and Advertising.
(a)
The Department shall collaborate with the Farmer's Markets, the Department of Social Services, the Prince
George's County Conference and Visitors Bureau and non-profit organizations on advertising and outreach
targeting Prince George's County residents participating in SNAP to inform them which Farmer's Markets accept
and process SNAP benefits as well as the health benefits of buying fresh produce at the farmer's market.
(CB-37-2014)
Sec. 12-119. - Funding.
(a)
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The administration and implementation of this program shall be funded initially for an amount of One Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) as appropriated in the Fiscal Year 2015 budget.
(CB-37-2014)
Sec. 12-120. - Regulations.
(a)
The Department shall promulgate regulations necessary to implement the requirements of this subdivision by
January 1, 2015.
(CB-37-2014)
Sec. 12-121. through Sec. 12-129. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - RESERVED.
Footnotes:
--- (1) --Editor's note— CB-51-2017 repealed the provisions of the County Code pertaining to Hospitals.
Sec. 12-130. through Sec. 12-133.01. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - HEALTH REGULATIONS.
Sec. 12-134. - Stables, riding academies, or show rings; sanitation.
(a)
The sanitary regulations for riding stables, academies, and show rings shall be as follows:
(1)
Separate toilet rooms for men and women shall be installed on the premises of all riding stables, academies and
show rings. The equipment and maintenance of such shall comply with State and County health regulations.
(2)
The water supply which is available on the premises shall comply with State and County health regulations.
(3)
Manure and used bedding shall be kept in a fly-tight compartment and in such other manner to meet with the
requirements of the State and County Health Departments.
(4)
The floors of the stable shall be constructed in such a manner to drain properly. Manure and bedding shall not be
allowed to accumulate, but shall be removed daily.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-1)
Sec. 12-135. - Immunizations required.
(a)
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The regulations contained in this Section for immunization shall apply to all children enrolled in the public
schools of the County in the elementary grades.
(b)
No person shall be allowed to remain as a pupil in any public elementary school in the County, unless he submits
satisfactory evidence of adequate protection or immunization against diphtheria, acceptable to the Health
Department, within a reasonable period of time after registration; provided, that certain children may be
exempted from this requirement upon certification by a licensed, registered physician that the physical condition
of the child precludes such immunization. Such exemption from this requirement may also be obtained if the
person or his natural or legal guardian provides a written statement to the public school which he expects to
attend, that he objects to the inoculation required by this Section on the basis of a religious belief.
(c)
If it found that the parents cannot afford to take their child to a private physician for the necessary immunization,
this service will be rendered free of charge by the Health Department with the written consent of a parent or
guardian.
(d)
The principal of every public elementary school shall be responsible for advising the parent or guardian of the
requirements of this Section. He shall be responsible for notifying the Health Department within a reasonable
time, not to exceed thirty (30) days after registration of the child, of any failure to comply with this Section.
(e)
Any parent or guardian who fails to comply with this Section, either willfully or through neglect, within a
reasonable time after registration of the child, but in no case more than one (1) month, shall be guilty of a
violation of this Code. A continued failure to comply after conviction shall constitute a separate offense.
(Gen. Res. No. 17-1966, Secs. 1 to 3; Gen. Res. No. 26-1967, Secs. 1 to 4)
Sec. 12-135.01. - Free Standing Clinics.
(a)
The regulations contained in this section shall apply to all "Free Standing Clinics" in Prince George's County. A
"Free Standing Clinic" is a medical facility offering medical treatment of a convenience nature which is
physically separate from a hospital or hospital grounds and which is not a hospital, or administratively part of a
hospital, or related institution as defined in the Health Article of the Maryland Annotated Code.
(b)
No Free Standing Clinic shall use in its title or in advertisement of its service words which may lead the public
to believe the clinic can provide emergency medical treatment unless the requirements set forth in Subsection (c)
of this Section are met. This shall include use of the words "emergency," "urgent," or other words clearly
indicating the availability of medical treatment for immediately life threatening medical conditions.
(c)
The following are basic requirement for all free standing clinics in Prince George's County offering or
advertising emergency services as described in Subsection (b):
(1)
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Well marked facility and entrance;
(2)
Stretcher and wheelchair entrance;
(3)
Separate approach specifically identified and maintained for emergency vehicles;
(4)
24 hour staffing, including: physician(s), nurse(s), radiology technician(s), laboratory technician(s), and all clinic
signs, streets signs, or advertisement of any kind shall state the exact hours such clinic services are available;
(5)
Physician and nursing staff trained in emergency care (ACLS certified or preferably Board Eligible for
certification in Emergency Medicine);
(6)
Resuscitation equipment including: monitor, defibrillator, cardiac medications, intubation equipment, and
intravenous line equipment;
(7)
Specific defined role in local emergency medical services system with appropriate radio/tel. communication;
(8)
Operations according to approved local protocols for stabilization and transportation of patients requiring
hospitalization or other more definitive care;
(9)
On-premises radiologic services;
(10)
Availability of services to all persons regardless of ability to pay.
(d)
Those Free Standing Clinics which offer or advertise emergency services and are administratively a part of a
hospital and open less than twenty-four (24) hours a day must indicate on all clinic signs, street signs and
advertisement of any kind the exact hours such clinic services are available.
(CB-94-1983)
Sec. 12-135.02. - Medical Insurance for County Citizens.
(a)
Definitions. The following definitions shall apply:
(1)
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Citizen means an individual who resides or is employed in this County for at least ninety (90) consecutive days.
(2)
Insurer means an insurance company that is authorized to provide insurance in this State that includes medical
insurance, catastrophic health insurance, and nursing home care insurance.
(b)
Responsibility of County Executive. The County Executive is authorized to:
(1)
Identify an insurer to provide to any citizen medical insurance at an affordable rate; and
(2)
Provide sufficient notice to citizens of the availability of the medical insurance plan.
(c)
Pre-existing conditions. A contract provided under this section will be subject to the insurer's regulations in
covering pre-existing medical conditions of the citizen.
(CB-132-1986)
DIVISION 5. - PEST CONTROL.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 12-136. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Business building shall mean any structure, whether public or private, regardless of the type of material used in
its construction, located within the jurisdiction of the County, that is adapted to occupancy for transaction of
business, whether vacant or occupied, for the rendering of professional services, for the display, sale, or storage
of goods, wares, or merchandise or for the performance of work or labor, including hotels, rooming houses,
apartment houses, beer parlors, office buildings, public buildings, theaters, stores, markets, restaurants,
warehouses, grain elevators, abattoirs, work shops, factories, and all public or private structures where domestic
or other animals are kept.
(2)
Opening shall mean any opening in the foundation sides or walls, ground, or first floor, basement, and roofs,
including chimneys, eaves, grills, windows, ventilators, sidewalk grates, and elevators, and around any pipe,
wire, or other installation connecting with a building, through which a rodent may enter.
(3)
Premises shall mean all business buildings, sheds, barns, animal pens or shelters, garages, docks, wharves, piers,
grain elevators, and abattoirs, whether public or private, used in connection with the operation of any business
building.
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(4)
Rodent harborage shall mean any condition which provides shelter or protection for rodents, thus favoring their
multiplication and continued existence in, under or outside of a structure of any kind.
(5)
Rodent-stoppage or rodent-proofing shall mean a relatively inexpensive form of rodent-proofing to prevent the
ingress of rodents into business buildings from the exterior or from one building or business establishment to
another. It consists essentially of the closing or protection of all openings in the exterior walls, ground, or first
floors, basements, roofs, and foundations with material impervious to rodent gnawing in such a manner as to
prevent rodents from gaining entrance.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-10; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-137. - Rodent-proof construction of structures.
No person shall construct within the County any business building or curb or farmer's market, unless such
construction renders the structure rodent-proof in accordance with the regulations prescribed by this Division.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-11; CB-127-1987)
SUBDIVISION 2. - RODENT CONTROL REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 12-138. - Applicability of Division.
For the purpose of preventing rodents from entering business buildings and other structures on the premises
through actual or potential openings in their walls, roofs, first or ground floors, foundations and basements, and
to prevent their passage from one business building or one establishment in the same building to another, when
this latter procedure is practicable, the specifications or regulations for rodent-proofing contained in this
Division will be followed, unless they are modified by direction of the Health Officer as may be necessary for
the rodent-stoppage of conditions not contemplated in this Division or to apply more effective methods than
specified.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-139. - Approval of materials.
The Health Officer shall approve all materials and the method of installation.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12)
Sec. 12-140. - Solid sheet metal.
Solid sheet metal, expanded metal and wire cloth specified in these regulations shall have a rust-resisting
covering, preferably galvanized.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12)
Sec. 12-141. - Basements or cellars.
(a)
The exterior walls of basements or cellars of all business buildings shall be constructed of cement or masonry
impervious to rodents at their junction with the ceiling or floor above, and all existing or potential openings in
such walls through which rodents may gain entrance from the exterior or pass from one building to another, as
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those caused by defects in the wall construction, those around drains, pipes, wires or other installations and those
of any other nature not used for passage, light or ventilation, shall be closed with cement, mortar, masonry, metal
of twenty six (26) gauge or heavier or other suitable material as directed by the Health Officer.
(b)
When there is evidence of rodent infestation of the basement or cellars of business buildings having floors
constructed in part or all of wood, the Health Officer may require that such wood floors be completely removed
and that they be replaced with a cement floor three (3) inches or more in thickness, or if there is no basement
floor the Health Officer may require that a suitable cement floor be installed.
(c)
All open pipes or drains in basements or cellars through which rodents may pass are required to be capped with
a perforated iron or metal cover that is securely fastened in place, preferably by a hinge.
(d)
Any breaks, cracks or other openings in cement floors of basements through which rodents may pass shall be
closed with cement mortar.
(e)
Basements or cellars of business buildings are required to be kept free of rubbish at all times and all merchandise
or other materials stored in basements or cellars shall be kept so that such merchandise or other materials will
not afford harborage for rodents as directed by the Health Officer.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-142. - First or ground floor regulations.
(a)
As the requirements for rodent-proofing of the first or ground floor of buildings depend on the type of
construction and its condition, the presence of a rodent-proof basement under it, the depth the foundation
extends below the surface of the ground, the nature of the business establishment, the degree of rodent
infestation, the results of measures to eradicate rodents and other factors, the Health Officer shall prescribe and
require such corrective measures as he deems necessary for each business building, being guided as far as
possible by the following specifications:
(1)
If the first or ground floor of a business building is constructed of cement, tile, or other material impervious to
rodent gnawing and does not have a basement or cellar under the entire floor area which can be satisfactorily
rodent-proofed, the Health Officer will require that all actual or potential openings through which rodents may
gain entrance, such as those around pipes, wires, or other installations, those caused by defects of any kind and
those where the floor and side walls join, shall be properly sealed with cement, mortar, masonry, metal collars,
metal flashing of twenty-six (26) gauge or heavier, or any other suitable material as indicated, and that open
drains or pipes through which rodents may pass shall be securely capped with perforated iron or other metal
having openings not greater than one-half (1/2) inch in diameter;
(2)
Whenever rodents are found to be harboring under wooden platforms or secondary wooden floors built over
cement floors the Health Officer may require the complete removal of such wooden platforms or floors or that
they be lowered to a distance not exceeding one-half (1/2) inch above the cement floor; and,
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(3)
If the first or ground floors of business buildings are constructed of wood, and do not have basements or cellars
extending under their entire area that can be satisfactorily rodent-proofed, the Health Officer may require
whichever of the following procedures he deems necessary:
(A)
That all actual or potential openings in the floor through which rodents may gain entrance be sealed with metal
of twenty-four (24) gauge or heavier.
(B)
That the junction of the floors with the sidewalls be flashed with twenty-four (24) gauge or heavier metal which
shall extend six (6) inches or more on the floor and four (4) or more inches upon the sidewalls.
(C)
That all drains or open pipes through which rodents may pass be capped with perforated iron or other metal
having openings not greater than one-half (1/2) inch in diameter.
(D)
That if buildings are built on piers so that the distance between the ground and lower surface of the joists is less
than eighteen (18) inches, or the foundation of the building is not impervious to rodent gnawing, or the
foundation does not extend thirty-six (36) inches below the ground surface, a cement curtain will be installed
around the entire periphery of the building. This curtain wall shall tie in tightly with the foundation or side wall
of the building. It shall be at least four (4) inches thick and extend thirty-six (36) inches below the surface of the
ground, or it shall be constructed in the form of an L with the vertical portion eighteen (18) inches or more
below the ground surface, and the lower horizontal and extending outwards eight (8) or more inches from the
vertical section.
(E)
That when part of the ground or first floor is constructed of wood and part of cement, it may be required that the
wooden portion be replaced with cement.
(F)
That when the condition of the floor and the degree of rodent infestation warrant, it may be required that wood
flooring be replaced by properly installed cement or other form of flooring impervious to gnawing by rodents.
(G)
That in lieu of curtain walls and other measures necessary to rodent-proof wooden floored buildings the
responsible person may elect to replace the wooden floors with properly installed cement or other suitable
flooring.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-143. - Ice boxes or refrigerators.
When there is evidence of rodents harboring in or entering built-in ice boxes or refrigerators, all openings used
by rodents are required to be sealed with twenty-six (26) gauge or heavier metal, and if necessary the junction of
the ice boxes with the floor and walls shall be flashed with twenty-four (24) gauge or heavier metal. If the built1350/3869
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in iceboxes or refrigerators rest on the surface of the ground the Health Officer may require that curtain walls be
installed around the periphery in the same manner as those used for imperfect foundations of buildings.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-144. - Doors and entrances.
(a)
All wood doors and door jambs or frames, serving as front, side, or rear entrances to the ground or first floors,
and those on upper floors having exterior stairways, as well as any other doors accessible to rodents outside of
buildings or between buildings and different business establishments shall be treated in each case according to
the following specifications as directed by the Health Officer:
(1)
Solid, strong doors constructed of hardwood or metal that fit snugly in their frames and on their thresholds or
sills so that rodents can not gain entrance through them and that do not present irregular surfaces or cracks for
rodents to gnaw through them may be passed without any treatment, at the discretion of the Health Officer;
(2)
Doors in such disrepair or in such a poor condition that they cannot be satisfactorily rodent-proofed are required
to be replaced by new ones or repaired to the extent that they can be satisfactorily rodent-stopped and they shall
swing smoothly and easily on their hinges;
(3)
All doors on the sides and rear of a building that are constructed of soft wood, any doors that show evidence of
rodent gnawing or have any irregularities, cracks, or small openings along their lower margin or sides that offer
potential sites for rodents to gnaw and doors that have any openings over three-eighths (3/8) inch wide between
the door and door sill or threshold are hereby required to be fortified and rodent-proofed by using either metal
channels of twenty-four (24) gauge or heavier or to be flashed with twenty-six (26) gauge or heavier metal, as
directed by the Health Officer in the following described manner:
(A)
A metal channel shall be applied when it is necessary to extend the lower edge of the door downwards or when
the wood along the lower edge of the door is too soft to hold nails firmly in place, a metal bending brake shall be
used in making the channels so that they will have sharp edges and sides at right angles to each other. The side
pieces of the channel shall not be less than eight (8) inches in length and three (3) inches in width, on their
exterior surface, and two (2) inches in width on their interior surface. The width of the lower part of the channel
extending from one (1) side piece to the other will depend on the distance it extends beyond the lower margin of
the door and condition of the wood. The lower arm should not be less than two (2) inches wide on its exterior
surface and one (1) inch wide on the interior surface.
(B)
When the condition of the door permits, and there is no necessity to extend its lower margin, metal flashing on
the exterior surface shall be used with side pieces not less than eight (8) inches long by three (3) inches in width,
and the lower piece extending from one (1) side piece to the other not less than two (2) inches in width. Metal
flashing should not extend beyond the margin of a door at any place. If it is necessary to extend metal around the
side of bottom edges of doors, metal channels should be used.
(C)
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After the application of either metal channel or flashing the door should swing smoothly without any binding.
(4)
Wooden door frames are required to be flashed with twenty-six (26) gauge or heavier metal to the same height as
the door flashing whenever there is a crack or other defect between them and their doors that may be utilized by
rodents for gnawing through the frame;
(5)
Irregularities or defects in wooden door sills are to be corrected by flashing the sills with twenty-four (24) gauge
or heavier metal;
(6)
Any irregularities or defects in door thresholds constructed of cement or masonry which produce any openings
under doors three-eighths (3/8) inch or greater shall be corrected by pointing up with cement, mortar, or other
suitable material or by constructing a new threshold of similar material as directed by the Health Officer;
(7)
Sliding wooden or metal doors and swinging metal doors that have any spaces greater than three-eighths (3/8)
inch wide between them and their sills or thresholds are required to have either rigid or movable sliding strips of
twenty (20) gauge metal or equivalent material fastened to their lower margins so that spaces under such doors
when closed will not exceed three-eighths (3/8) inch in width;
(8)
Mail slits in the lower part of doors that are accessible to rodents shall be fitted with covers that cannot be raised
by rodents from the outside;
(9)
Other openings in exterior doors used as vents or for other purposes shall be fitted with iron grill work having no
openings larger than one-half (1/2) inch in diameter or wire cloth of the same mesh of nineteen (19) gauge or
heavier; and,
(10)
All exterior doors on the sides and rear of business buildings are required to be kept closed at night and during
the day unless protected by screen doors with automatic closing devices.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 12-3; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-145. - Windows.
(a)
All windows of business buildings through which rodents may gain entrance, such as those having sills less than
thirty (30) inches from the ground, or those that may be accessible to rodents from the roof of the same buildings
or adjacent structures, and those that rodents may gain entrance to by climbing the walls of the building or by
means of vines, trees, wires, pipes, or any other installation, are required to be rodent-proofed if the windows are
liable to be left open during the night or day, unless the Health Officer is satisfied that they are already
appropriately protected by screening, grills, or wire cloth.
(b)
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Windows shall be rodent-proofed by covering their entire surface with nineteen (19) gauge or heavier wire cloth
having a mesh not greater than one-half (1/2) inch. The wire cloth is to be securely fastened to wood frames that
are to be installed so that they may be readily removed in order to clean the windows or for other purposes. The
edge of the wire cloth along the entire outer margin of the frames should be covered with metal strips
approximately one (1) inch wide; provided, that there is scrap metal available for this purpose.
(c)
At the discretion of the Health Officer, when appropriate situations arise a metal rodent guard of twenty six (26)
gauge or heavier metal may be substituted for the wire cloth covering of windows. The metal guard shall be
approximately eighteen (18) inches wide, or its upper margin thirty (30) inches or more above the surface of the
ground below the window. Its upper outer margin will extend out nine (9) inches from the window frame while
the lower margin will extend downward and inward to within three-eighths (3/8) inch of the outer edge of the
sill. The sides should fit tightly against the outer margin of the window frame on each side. If necessary to
prevent the accumulation of trash, the space between the upper margin of the guard and the window should be
capped with wire cloth.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-146. - Vents for light or air.
All vents or openings for light or ventilation in the side walls, foundations or roofs of business buildings which
may be accessible to rodents, from the ground or other surface or by climbing, are required to be rodent-proofed
by the installation of iron or steel grills having no openings large enough to insert through them a cylinder over
one-half (1/2) inch in diameter, or by securely fastening into place expanded metal of eighteen (18) gauge or
heavier, or wire cloth of nineteen (19) gauge or heavier having a mesh of one-half (1/2) inch or smaller. The
metal may be sealed in place with cement, or mortar or it may be installed on a tightly fitting wooden or metal
frame. If a wood frame is used the edges of the wire cloth should be covered by strips of scrap metal
approximately one (1) inch wide.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-147. - Sidewalk vents or light wells.
(a)
Unless closed by a metal grill having no openings that will allow the passage of a cylinder over one-half (1/2)
inch in diameter, all sidewalk vents and light wells of business buildings are required to be rodent-proofed by
one of the following methods as prescribed by the Health Officer:
(1)
By covering the opening in the side wall or foundation of the building with wire cloth of nineteen (19) gauge or
heavier having a mesh of one-half (1/2) inch of less, which will be securely fastened in place with cement mortar
or on a tight fitting frame. If it is necessary to gain entrance to the well for any purpose a frame should be
installed that can be easily removed, or the frame may be attached by hinges.
(2)
By partially closing the openings in the foundation or wall of the building with masonry and treating the
remaining opening as in Subsection (a)(1) of this Section;
(3)
In lieu of the above described procedures for the rodent-stoppage of light wells and sidewalk vents the following
method may be used in suitable instances:
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A wire cloth basket should be constructed of nineteen (19) gauge or heavier wire cloth having a mesh of onehalf (1/2) or smaller which conforms to the dimensions of the light well or sidewalk vent with sides not less than
twelve (12) inches deep. In the case of large baskets, the edges and corners should be reinforced with twentyfour (24) gauge or heavier metal and cross supports of the same material used if necessary. The wire basket
should be securely fastened to the edges of the light well or vent so that it can be removed to empty accumulated
trash when necessary.
(4)
When agreeable to the person in charge of the business building, the openings of sidewalk vents or light wells
may be entirely closed with cement mortar; and,
(5)
If deemed necessary the Health Officer may require that the bottom and sides of light wells shall be rodentproofed with cement or masonry, making at least one (1) hole per square foot in the bottom one-half (1/2) inch in
diameter for drainage.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-148. - Meter boxes.
Meter boxes and any other installations sunk into sidewalks or in the ground near buildings from which conduits
or pipes pass to business buildings are required to have their sides and bottom surfaces sealed with cement
mortar or other suitable material. Drainage should be provided when necessary.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12)
Sec. 12-149. - Openings in foundations, walls and roofs.
Openings of any type in the foundations, walls and roofs of business buildings such as those caused by defects in
construction, those resulting from disrepair or deterioration of the building, those around wires, pipes, conduits
and any other installation through which rodents may directly enter a building or gain access to the space
between double walls from the exterior, and are not used for ventilation or lighting, are required to be sealed
with metal of twenty-six (26) gauge or heavier, used as collars or flashing, with cement mortar, masonry or any
other suitable material as directed by the Health Officer.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-150. - Openings in party walls.
Openings of any character in party walls between business buildings are required to be rodent-proofed in the
same manner as those in walls having a free exterior surface, and when feasible the walls dividing an
establishment in which food is sold or stored from other establishments in the same building shall be rodentstopped in the same manner as exterior walls, if so ordered by the Health Officer.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-151. - Elevator shaft walls.
The walls of elevator shafts are required to be repaired and rodent-proofed in the same manner as prescribed for
basement walls and exterior walls of buildings when considered necessary by the Health Office.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-152. - Outhouses, barns, garages.
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All outhouses, sheds, barns, garages and other structures on business premises are required to be rodent-proofed
in the same manner as prescribed for business buildings, or the person having custody over such premises may
have structures of this type torn down instead of having the rodent-stoppage work done.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-12; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-153. - Trees, poles or ladders.
(a)
In order to protect buildings on business premises from climbing of roof rodents no person shall permit poles,
ladders or any other object not in actual use to lean against the sides of buildings. No person shall permit vines
to grow up the sides of business buildings.
(b)
All trees near business buildings are required to be kept trimmed and cut so that no part of any branch or any
part of such tree shall be closer than four (4) feet from the sides of any business building and shall under no
circumstances overhang the roof of the building.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-13; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-154. - Curb or farmers' market.
Curb or farmers' markets in which fruits, vegetables, meats or any other food products are exposed or offered for
sale, on racks, stands, platforms and in vehicles outside of business buildings, shall have floors paved with
concrete, asphalt or other material impervious to rodents, for the entire surface area of the market. Display racks,
stands or platforms on which any foods are displayed or offered for sale are required to be at a distance of not
less than eighteen (18) inches from the floor and be constructed so that rodents cannot hide or harbor in or under
such structures.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-14; CB-127-1987)
SUBDIVISION 3. - RODENT-PROOFING REGULATIONS.
Sec. 12-155. - Maintenance of rodent-proof conditions.
(a)
After business buildings and premises have been rodent-proofed or rodent-stopped as prescribed in this Division,
or have previously complied with the specifications for rodent-stoppage, the occupant of each business building
or premises, or any part or fraction thereof in which there is evidence of rodents, shall immediately take steps to
free such buildings or premises thus occupied of all rodents. They shall keep the buildings or premises they
occupy in a rodent-free and rodent-proof condition. The person having custody of a vacant business building or
premises, or the vacant portion of a business building, shall be responsible for carrying out all the measures
prescribed in this Subdivision for keeping such vacant building or portion thereof in a rodent-free and rodentproof condition.
(b)
Immediately upon receipt of a written notice from the Health Officer that there is evidence of rodent infestation,
or that a leak or break has developed in the rodent-proofing of a business building or other structure on the
premises, the person designated in this Section as being responsible for correcting the conditions reported by the
Health Officer shall take immediate steps to abate the condition.
(c)
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The eradication of rodents and sealing of leaks or breaks by which rodents may enter buildings shall be carried
out under the general direction of the Health Officer. If the proper corrective measures are not under way within
seven (7) days following delivery of the notice to abate the condition, or if the necessary procedures are not
being properly carried on and achieving satisfactory results fourteen (14) days after the notice was issued, the
Health Officer is authorized to take over the work of rodent eradication or rodent-proofing and to make a charge
against the responsible person which will cover the costs of labor, materials, use of equipment and overhead.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-15; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-156. - Inspections; notice to eradicate.
(a)
The Health Officer, or his designee is authorized to make frequent and unannounced inspections of existing
business building within the County for the purpose of determining signs of rodent infestation, and order by
written notice either the owner, occupant, agent or any other person in custody of a business building showing
any evidence that rodents have been present, to have such building rodent-proofed immediately, regardless of the
need for remodeling of or repairs to such buildings. He shall also order that such rodent control measures as may
be deemed necessary by him to eradicate all rodents present on the premises be undertaken immediately, and to
maintain them free of rodents.
(b)
The written notice or order shall specify the time, in no event less than fifteen (15) days, for completion of the
rodent-stoppage work. Unless such work and improvements are completed in accordance with the written order
or notice by either the owner, whether an individual, partnership, corporation, or the occupant, agent or any other
person in custody of the business building and, therefore responsible for the upkeep or repair of the building,
within the time so specified, or within the time to which a written extension may have been granted by the
Health Officer, such owner, occupant, agent or other person shall be in violation of this Division.
(c)
The Health Officer is authorized to make inspection during the course of and upon completion of any
construction, repair, remodeling or installation of rodent control measures to business buildings to insure
compliance with the provisions of this Division. No person shall interfere with or refuse to permit such
inspection. If the construction, repair, remodeling or installation fails to comply with the standards of this
Division, they will have to be altered according to the directions of the Health Officer.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-16; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-157. - Periodic inspections.
In order to alleviate the general unsanitary conditions associated with the rodent infestation of business buildings
the Health Officer is directed to make or cause to have made periodic inspections of all rodent-stopped buildings
at intervals of not less than once every forty-five (45) days in order to determine whether or not such buildings
show any evidence of rodent infestation and locate any breaks or leaks that may have developed in the rodentproofing.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-16; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-158. - Removal of rodent-proofing.
(a)
No contractor, public utility or other person shall make any alterations or repairs of a business building or install
any wires, conduits, pipes or make installation or for any other reason remove existing rodent-proofing, and not
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restore the rodent-proofing in a proper condition.
(b)
No such person shall make new openings by which rodents may enter business buildings from the ground, or by
climbing or burrowing.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-17; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-159. - Animal feed in containers.
All food or feed kept within the County for feeding chickens, cows, pigs, horses and other animals shall be kept
and stored in rodent-free containers, compartments or rooms unless the entire building is rodent-stopped.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-18; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-160. - Garbage, litter, and refuse material; protection; civil monetary fine.
(a)
The occupants of all business buildings and private residences shall provide an adequate number of covered
containers of a type prescribed by the Health Officer according to existing conditions in which all garbage, litter,
or refuse, including waste vegetables or animal matter of any kind and all small dead animals, that may serve as
food for rodents, shall be placed and stored so that such items are not accessible to rodents until removed from
the premises by the garbage collectors.
(b)
No person shall dump or place on any land or in any waterway within the County any dead animals, butchers'
offal, or any waste vegetable or animal matter or any other food product whatsoever.
(c)
All establishments where employees eat lunches on the premises are required to provide a sufficient number of
suitable covered containers in which the employees shall cause to be placed any remnants of such lunches so
that they will not be accessible to rodents at any time.
(d)
Whenever there is evidence of rodent infestation of any moving picture theater or other place of amusement
wherein the audience eats peanuts, popcorn, or other foods, the Health Officer may require that all particles of or
all such foods be removed from the floors of the place of amusement immediately after the last performance
each evening.
(e)
The owner and/or operator of every commercial business establishment and the owner and/or operator of any
vending machine where readily consumable food items are offered for sale shall be responsible for providing an
adequate number of covered containers for the disposal of garbage, litter, and refuse at locations in front of each
such establishment or machine, or at such locations as otherwise approved by the County Health Officer, and
reasonably accessible to the establishment's clientele. Said owners and/or operators shall also be responsible for
the routine maintenance and disposal of the contents of said containers. The responsibilities assigned in this
paragraph shall not apply where otherwise prohibited by law.
(f)
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Any person found in violation of this Section 12-160 shall be liable to a civil fine not to exceed Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00). Each day of violation shall constitute a separate violation. The County Attorney shall be
authorized to prosecute a violation of this Division by instituting a civil proceeding in a court of competent
jurisdiction. The court, upon a finding of a violation, may impose a civil fine, in addition to the granting of any
other relief authorized by law.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-19; CB-26-1975; CB-137-1978; CB-127-1987)
Sec. 12-161. - Accumulation of garbage, litter, or refuse.
(a)
No garbage, litter, rubbish, trash or manure shall be placed, left, dumped or permitted to accumulate or remain in
buildings or premises in the County so that it shall or may afford food for a harborage, shelter, or breeding place
for rodents.
(b)
No person shall permit any premises, improved or unimproved, and all open lots and alleys within the County to
accumulate lumber, boxes, barrels, bricks or stones, and similar materials that may be permitted to remain
thereon, unless the same shall be placed on open racks that are elevated not less than eighteen (18) inches above
the ground or not less than six (6) inches above a weed-free surface on property improved by a one or twofamily dwelling, and evenly piled so that these materials will not afford a shelter or harborage for rodents.
(Ord. and Res. 1963, Sec. 9-20; CB-137-1978; CB-127-1987; CB-7-1991)
SUBDIVISION 4. - PESTICIDE APPLICATION.
Sec. 12-161.01. - Declarations of Findings and Policy.
It is hereby declared that the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, has found that the use of
pesticides in the County to control common pests of lawns, golf courses, recreation areas, and similar areas is
widespread. The County Council is further concerned that health problems may exist for certain individuals
sensitive to pesticides and may arise in other individuals who may inadvertently come into contact with a treated
area. The Council further finds and declares that requiring public notice before and after pesticide application is
necessary to protect and promote the public health, safety, and general welfare.
(CB-91-1985)
Sec. 12-161.02. - Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions shall apply in this Subdivision:
(1)
Custom applicator means any person, and his employees, who is engaged in the business of applying, by air,
ground, hand, or mechanical equipment, pesticides to property;
(2)
Customer means any person who has entered into an agreement for a custom applicator to apply pesticides for
the care of property;
(3)
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Pest means any insect, snail, slug, rodent, nematode, fungus, weed, or any other form of terrestrial or aquatic
plant or animal life or virus, bacteria, or other microorganism (except viruses, bacteria, or other microorganisms,
on or in living man or any other living animal), which normally is considered to be a pest or which the Secretary
of the Maryland Department of Agriculture declares to be a pest.
(4)
Pesticide means any substance or mixture of substances intended:
(A)
For preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest;
(B)
For use as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant; and
(C)
To be used as a spray adjuvant such as a wetting agent or adhesive.
(5)
Private Applicator means any person who applies pesticides by air, ground, hand, or mechanical equipment to
his privately owned or leased property, or property which he otherwise occupies or uses by consent of the owner,
and further includes any corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, other business association, condominium
association, agency of Prince George's County, Maryland, or any of the municipalities within Prince George's
County, Maryland, and similar entities which utilizes its own employees to apply by air, ground, hand, or
mechanical equipment, pesticides to property owned or managed by said entity.
(6)
Property means land located in Prince George's County, Maryland, and the water, vegetation, and airspace upon
and above said land, but does not include structures or other improvements or areas of land used exclusively for
agriculture or commercial forest production.
(7)
Residential Applicator means a private applicator who applies a pesticide for any purpose on any property where
he/she resides, excluding such property as may comprise the common area of a multifamily dwelling or
associated group of dwellings.
(CB-91-1985)
Sec. 12-161.03. - Signs.
(a)
Sign prior to pesticide application.
(1)
For at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to each application of pesticide by a custom applicator, the customer
shall post signs visible from all streets fronting or providing principal access to the property. The sign(s) will be
developed or approved by the Health Officer for the purpose of notifying the public of the pending property
treatment and will be supplied to the customer by the custom applicator.
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(2)
At least twenty-four (24) hours prior to each episode of pesticide treatment by a private applicator, or a
residential applicator, the applicator shall either post signs visible from all streets fronting or providing principal
access to the property, said sign to be substantially in the form and content as described in paragraph (1) of this
Subsection and may be obtained pursuant to Section 12-161.05 of this Subdivision.
(3)
This requirement shall not apply to emergency situations as may be defined by regulation or in which treatment
is necessary to protect property or structures from immediate damage from an existing pest.
(4)
The Health Officer shall further have the right, from time to time, to exempt certain properties, such as, but not
exclusively, golf courses and public utility right-of-ways, when it is shown that access to the property is
sufficiently restricted and proximity to other properties which may be affected by or receive drifting chemicals
from the pesticide application is sufficiently removed so as to eliminate the need for prior posting.
(5)
The signs required under this Subsection shall remain posted until replaced by the signs required by Subsection
(b) of this Section.
(b)
Sign after pesticide application.
(1)
Immediately after pesticide application, the applicator shall post a sign or signs on the treated property.
(2)
Such sign or signs shall:
(A)
Be clearly visible on the treated area and from all streets fronting or providing principal places of access to the
property. If there are more than one principal places of access to the property, a sign shall be placed so as to be
visible from each.
(B)
Be of such size and bear such language as developed, approved, or directed by the Health Officer.
(C)
The signs shall remain in place for at least three (3) days, and in no event more than seven (7) days, following
application of the pesticide.
(3)
The Health Officer may from time to time exempt certain types of property, such as, but not exclusively, golf
courses and public utility right-of-ways, in which access is sufficiently restricted and proximity to other
properties which may be affected by or receive drifting chemicals from the pesticide application is sufficiently
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removed, from the requirements of this Subsection, providing such exempted property has an alternative method
of providing the notification set forth in this Subsection to members of the public who may come into contact
with the treated area.
(c)
The Health Officer shall provide to the public in a manner deemed appropriate, information which explains the
notice provisions. The Health Officer shall compile and make available to the public, upon request, specific
information and safety precautions for those lawn pesticides determined by the Health Officer to be most
commonly used.
(CB-91-1985)
Sec. 12-161.04. - Written Statement.
(a)
Immediately after application of a pesticide, the custom applicator shall give each customer a brief written
statement as set forth in this Section.
(b)
The language of such statement shall be developed or approved by, and revised as necessary by, the Health
Officer but shall include, at a minimum:
(1)
Current government agency phone numbers for consumer complaints, further technical information and medical
emergencies;
(2)
A list of general customer safety precautions applicable to most pesticide applications; and
(3)
A statement notifying the customer that each custom applicator applying pesticides must be licensed by the
Maryland Department of Agriculture and have its employees follow safety precautions.
(c)
As a part of such statement, the custom applicator shall, in addition to the foregoing, list the trade and generic
name of each pesticide which is used and any customer safety precautions specific to any of the individual
pesticides.
(CB-91-1985)
Sec. 12-161.05. - Vendors.
Every vendor of a pesticide or material containing a pesticide shall be encouraged to display and make available
to the buyer with each sale signs for pre- and post-treatment posting and other informational material provided
by or approved by, the Health Officer, said informational material to provide, at a minimum, the information
required by Section 12-161.04(b)(1) and (2).
(CB-91-1985)
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Sec. 12-161.06. - Exceptions and Regulations.
(a)
Upon the showing by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, and the Prince George's County Department of Public Works and Transportation that the
potential for any adverse effect from pesticide application upon the public or to adjoining property is minimal or
that compliance with the terms of this Subdivision is excessively burdensome or impractical, the Health Officer
may exempt said agencies from the requirements of this Subdivision.
(b)
The Board of Health may adopt by resolution such regulations and establish such exemptions as may be
necessary to carry out the intent of this Subdivision.
(CB-91-1985)
Sec. 12-161.07. - Enforcement.
Each violation of this Division shall constitute a civil violation subject to a civil fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) in
accordance with the procedures of Division 3, Subtitle 28, Prince George's County Code.
(CB-91-1985)
DIVISION 6. - VENDING MACHINES.
Sec. 12-162. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Perishable food shall mean any food or drink, or food or drink ingredient capable of supporting the growth of
any microorganism which is pathogenic to man or capable of producing preformed toxins, or which will
promote the growth of coliform organisms when held at incubation temperatures.
(2)
Vending machine shall mean any automatic self-service device offered for public use which, upon insertion of a
coin, coins, token or by similar means dispenses unit-servings of food and beverage, either in bulk or in package,
without the necessity of replenishing such device between each such vending operation.
(3)
Vending machine location shall mean the space under one (1) roof or an outside location involving a
consolidated single enclosure, space or area under one (1) proprietor where one (1) or more vending machines
are installed and operated and offered for public use.
(Gen. Res. No. 9-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 12-163. - Location permit required; exceptions.
(a)
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No person shall establish or maintain a vending machine location for the sale of food or beverages to the public
without a valid permit from the Health Officer.
(b)
Subsection (a) shall not apply to:
(1)
The sale of beverages which are sealed, canned or bottled carbonated beverages, or pasteurized dairy products;
(2)
Machines commonly known as gumball machines; or,
(3)
Any food or drink which is not perishable.
(Gen. Res. No. 9-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 12-164. - Permit application; term; issuance.
(a)
Any person desiring to establish a vending machine location under Section 12-163 shall make application for a
permit to the Health Officer upon forms to be supplied by the Health Officer. No new permit shall be necessary
for additional machines to be added to an established vending machine location of the same permittee.
(b)
Permits shall be issued for a period not in excess of one (1) year, expiring December 31 of each year, and may be
renewed for periods not to exceed one (1) year.
(c)
The Health Officer shall provide for the issuance of any permits which are required pursuant to this Division. If
the permittee has complied with the provisions of this Division and any State laws or regulations pertaining to
food and drink vending machines, shall be entitled to a permit.
(Gen. Res. No 9-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 12-165. - Permit suspension; hearing.
(a)
The Health Officer may suspend any permit issued pursuant to this Division if any violation of this Division or
any State laws or regulations pertaining to food and drink vending machines has been committed by the licensee
by sending a notice of such suspension or revocation to the address of the licensee as it appears upon his
application.
(b)
A licensee whose license has been suspended may request a hearing before the Health Officer. The suspension
shall remain in effect pending any hearing. The Health Officer may rescind or sustain its determination of
suspension after such hearing. Upon receipt of any new application for a new permit for the same location a
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permit for which has been previously suspended, the Health Officer shall make an inspection to determine
whether there has been satisfactory compliance with this Division and any State law or regulation.
(Gen. Res. No. 9-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 12-166. - Permit fee.
(a)
For every vending machine location permit issued, a fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees shall be paid before
the issuance of any permit.
(b)
A duplicate permit will be issued, on request, at a charge as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(Gen. Res. No. 9-1970, Sec. 1; CB-106-1979; CB-44-1985; CB-41-1989; CB-65-1991; CB-34-1992; CB-442004; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 12-167. - Coding of perishable foods.
All readily perishable foods, as determined by the Health Officer, shall be coded with the date of processing, or
with or in addition to any other system acceptable to the Health Officer. All such coding systems shall be subject
to the approval of the Health Officer.
(Gen. Res. No. 9-1970, Sec. 1)
DIVISION 7. - RESERVED.
Sec. 12-168. through Sec. 12-176. - Reserved.
DIVISION 8. - ASSISTED LIVING PROGRAMS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - STATE REGULATIONS ADOPTED.
Sec. 12-177. - State Regulations governing assisted living programs adopted by reference.
The Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Regulations Governing Assisted Living
Programs as set out in the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 10.07.14), and as they may be amended
from time to time, are hereby adopted by reference as the County regulations governing assisted living programs
and made part of this Subtitle, with the additions, insertions, and changes prescribed in this Division. The Health
Officer shall at all times maintain and keep current one (1) set of such State regulations for public inspection.
(CB-78-1999)
SUBDIVISION 2. - COUNTY ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO THE STATE
REGULATIONS.
Sec. 12-178. - Additions, insertions, and changes to the State regulations.
The following additions, insertions, and changes are hereby made to the Maryland State Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene Regulations Governing Assisted Living Programs adopted by reference herein as the
County regulations governing assisted living programs.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-179. - Definitions.
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(a)
In addition to the definition of terms contained in the State regulations adopted by reference in this Division, the
following definitions and terminology shall apply and are applicable to such provisions adopted by reference:
(1)
Approving Authority means the Prince George's County Health Officer.
(2)
Assisted Living Program means a residential or facility-based program that provides housing and supportive
services, supervision, personalized assistance, health-related services, or a combination of these services to meet
the needs of residents who are unable to perform, or who need assistance in performing, the activities of daily
living or instrumental activities of daily living, in a way that promotes optimum dignity and independence for
the residents. Assisted Living Program does not include a Nursing Home, a Hospice facility, services provided
by family members, services provided by a licensed residential service agency or licensed home health agency in
an individual's own home, or emergency, transitional, and permanent housing arrangements for the homeless
and/or victims of domestic violence.
(3)
Department means the Prince George's County Health Department.
(4)
Health Officer means the Prince George's County Health Officer or the Health Officer's designee.
(5)
Household Member means an individual living in an assisted living facility who is not a resident or staff and
does not require assisted living or skilled services from the facility staff.
(6)
Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene means the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-180. - Assisted Living license required.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate an assisted living program without a valid license issued by the
Health Officer.
(b)
Any person desiring to operate an assisted living program shall make written application to the Health Officer
for a license to operate the program. A separate license shall be required for each program location.
(c)
Application for an assisted living program license shall be on a form approved by the Health Officer. In the case
of new facilities, or facilities materially altered, the application must be accompanied by plans and specifications
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for the proposed facility.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-181. - License issuance, denial.
(a)
When, upon review of the application form and following a complete inspection of the assisted living facility,
the Health Officer is satisfied that the program and the facility complies with the provisions of this Division, the
appropriate requirements of the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the State and County health laws,
a license to operate shall be issued.
(b)
If the program and/or facility does not meet the foregoing requirements, the Health Officer shall deny a license
to operate an assisted living program. Final denial shall be in writing.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-182. - Posting license; terms; renewal; fees.
(a)
The license issued by the Health Officer shall be prominently posted in public view within the assisted living
facility.
(b)
The license shall be valid for a period not in excess of two (2) years, expiring on the date designated by the
Health Officer.
(c)
The license fee shall be Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per year with an additional Ten Dollars ($10.00) per
bed for all beds above eight (8).
(d)
At the time of submitting plans to the Health Department for a new or remodeled assisted living facility, a fee of
Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for new facilities or a fee of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for
remodeled facilities shall be paid. A fee of an additional Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for each
resubmittal of plans after the first resubmittal. An additional Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) shall be paid for each
reinspection after the first reinspection required prior to the approval to operate. A fee of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) shall be paid for prospective inspections, consultations, and equipment evaluations.
(e)
Any holder of a license issued pursuant to this Section who is required to pay for said license and who fails to
submit to the Health Officer an application for renewal of the license, together with the required fee not later
than five (5) days following the expiration date of the existing license, shall be assessed an additional fee of
Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per day for each day following the expiration of the existing license.
(f)
A duplicate license will be issued, on request, at a charge of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00)
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(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-183. - Reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation.
A licensee or employee of an assisted living program who believes that a resident has been subjected to abuse,
neglect, or exploitation shall report the alleged abuse, neglect, or exploitation within twenty-four (24) hours to
the Prince George's County Health Department Division of Adult and Geriatric Health in addition to complying
with COMAR 10.07.14.27.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-184. - Suspension; revocation of license.
In cases where there is a serious violation of the regulations adopted herein, the requirements of the Secretary of
Health and Mental Hygiene, or the State and County health laws which, in the sole discretion of the Health
Officer, creates a serious and immediate danger to the public health, the Health Officer shall deliver a written
notice suspending or revoking the program's license subject to a hearing held at the request of the operator.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-185. - Hearings.
A fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be charged for administrative/ enforcement hearings held pursuant
to this Division. The operator will not be obligated to pay the fee for the scheduled hearing if a request to cancel
or reschedule is received at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the scheduled hearing.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-186. - Inspections; access.
(a)
The Health Officer shall make inspections of assisted living programs to determine compliance with this
Division, the appropriate requirements of the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the health laws of the
State and County.
(b)
The Health Officer shall be permitted access to all parts of assisted living facilities during all hours and shall be
permitted to inspect all resident records.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-187. - Infection control.
(a)
The manager of the assisted living program shall ensure that all employees follow "standard precautions" as
stated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention when handling used syringes, needles, or items
contaminated by body fluids.
(b)
If caring for patients with communicable disease, including, but not limited to, Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococcus (VRE), C-Difficile, Scabies, Lice,
Shingles, appropriate infection control policies and procedures must be available and in use by all caregivers.
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(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-188. - Exceptions to Delegated Authority.
(a)
All sanctions, civil penalties, and criminal penalties as outlined in COMAR 10.07.14.48-10.07.14.50 will remain
under the authority of the Secretary.
(b)
All variance requests dealing with levels of care will remain under the authority of the Secretary.
(c)
All certification training for medication management shall remain under the authority of the Secretary.
(CB-78-1999)
Sec. 12-189. through Sec. 12-199. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.
Sec. 12-200. - Prohibition of aggregate-containing asbestos.
(a)
Aggregate means a mixture of rocks, pebbles, sand, or similar hard, inert materials used for such purposes as
construction, erosion control, road-building, or making of concrete or mortar.
(b)
Asbestos means any of the following group of minerals: actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite, chrysotile,
crocidolite, or tremolite.
(c)
The use of aggregate containing evidence of asbestos content greater than one hundred parts per million by
volume is prohibited for any purpose. Each supplier of aggregate in this County shall be conclusively presumed
to warrant it to be free of asbestos-bearing content greater than one hundred parts per million by volume.
(CB-20-1986)
Sec. 12-201. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Distribute means to:
(A)
Give away, sell, deliver, dispense, or issue; or
(B)
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Offer to give away, sell, deliver, dispense, or issue; or
(C)
Cause or hire any person to give away, sell, deliver, dispense, or issue or offer to give away, sell, deliver,
dispense, or issue.
(2)
Electronic cigarette means any electronic device that can be used to deliver nicotine or other substance to the
person inhaling from the device, including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, or pipe, or
any cartridge or other component of the device or related product. Electronic cigarette does not include any
product approved by the Food and Drug Administration for sale as a drug delivery or medical device.
(3)
Employee means an individual employed by an owner.
(4)
Minor means an individual under the age of eighteen (18).
(5)
Owner means a person engaged in the business of selling or otherwise distributing tobacco products or
electronic cigarettes for commercial purposes.
(6)
Tobacco product means any substance containing tobacco, including cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, snuff,
or smokeless tobacco.
(7)
Unpackaged cigarettes means any cigarette not contained within a sealed original package of at least twenty (20)
cigarettes that are designed and intended to be sold or distributed as a unit.
(CB-65-2001; CB-73-2004; CB-47-2008; CB-6-2009; CB-82-2013; CB-34-2015)
Sec. 12-202. - Unlawful distribution.
(a)
An owner or an employee shall not:
(1)
Distribute any tobacco product or electronic cigarette to a minor, unless the minor is acting solely as the agent of
the minor's employer who is engaged in the business of distributing tobacco products or electronic cigarettes;
(2)
Distribute cigarette rolling papers to a minor; or
(3)
Distribute to a minor a coupon redeemable for tobacco products or electronic cigarettes.
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(b)
A person, who is not an owner, shall not:
(1)
Buy for or sell to a minor any tobacco product or electronic cigarette; or
(2)
Buy for or sell to a minor cigarette rolling papers.
(c)
This Section does not apply to the distribution of a coupon which is redeemable for any tobacco product or
electronic cigarette when the coupon is contained in a newspaper, a magazine, or any other type of publication in
which the coupon is incidental to the primary purpose of the publication, or sent through the mail.
(d)
A person has not violated this Section if:
(1)
The person examined a driver's license or another valid identification issued by an employer, a governmental
entity, or an institution of higher education; and
(2)
The license or other identification identified the buyer or recipient of a tobacco product or electronic cigarette as
being at least 18 years old.
(e)
If a minor bought a tobacco product from a vending machine, this Section does not apply to the owner of the
vending machine or any other person with control over the vending machine.
(CB-65-2001; CB-34-2015)
Sec. 12-203. - Placement of tobacco products and electronic cigarettes.
(a)
An owner shall display or store the tobacco product or electronic cigarette in a manner which by the design
demonstrates the owner's intent that the tobacco product or electronic cigarette is inaccessible to the buyer
without the intervention of the owner or the owner's agent. Designs that demonstrate an intent that the tobacco
product or electronic cigarette is inaccessible to the buyer without the intervention of the owner or the owner's
agent shall include storing or displaying the tobacco product or electronic cigarette as follows:
(1)
Behind the sales counter in a manner which places the tobacco product or electronic cigarette beyond the
physical reach of the buyer in the absence of extraordinary extension beyond the sales counter; or
(2)
1370/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

In a display case which requires seller assistance to gain access to the tobacco product or electronic cigarette
contained therein; or
(3)
In an overhead merchandising rack that is mounted more than six feet above the floor at the lowest point and
from which access to the tobacco product or electronic cigarette is provided only on the side facing away from
the buyer; or
(4)
In any place that is inaccessible to buyers of the tobacco product or electronic cigarette without the intervention
of the owner or the owner's agent.
(CB-65-2001; CB-34-2015)
Sec. 12-204. - Sale of Unpackaged Cigarettes Prohibited.
(a)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a retailer or wholesaler may not purchase unpackaged cigarettes
from a tobacco manufacturer or sell, resell, distribute, dispense or give away unpackaged cigarettes to any
person.
(CB-65-2001; CB-73-2004; CB-47-2008; CB-6-2009; CB-82-2013)
Sec. 12-204.01. - Child Resistant Packaging of Liquid Nicotine Container Required.
(a)
Definitions. In this Section the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Child resistant packaging means packaging that is designed or constructed to meet the child-resistant
effectiveness standards set forth in 16 C.F.R. § 1700.15(b)(1) when tested in accordance with the protocols
described in 16 C.F.R. § 1700.20 as in effect on the date of enactment.
(2)
Liquid nicotine container means a container that is used to hold liquid containing nicotine in any concentration.
(b)
Child resistant packaging required. No person shall sell, resell, distribute, dispense or give away:
(1)
any liquid or gel substance containing nicotine unless the substance is in child resistant packaging; or
(2)
any nicotine liquid container unless the container constitutes child resistant packaging.
(c)
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Exceptions. This section does not apply to a liquid nicotine container that is sold, marketed, or intended for use
in an electronic cigarette if the container is prefilled and sealed by the manufacturer and not intended to be
opened by the consumer.
(CB-34-2015)
Sec. 12-205. - Enforcement and penalties.
(a)
This Division shall be enforced by the Health Officer or Health Officer's designee. The Health Officer or
designee may issue a citation to any person who violates Sections 12-202, 12-203 or 12-204 of this Division.
The citation shall serve as notification to the person that a civil violation has been committed and in accordance
with the provisions of Division 3, Subtitle 28 of this Code shall be subject to the monetary civil fine as provided
in Subsections (b) and (c) of this Section, subject to his right to elect to stand trial pursuant to Section 28-257 of
this Code.
(b)
An owner who violates this Division is subject to a civil penalty of not more than Three Hundred Dollars
($300.00) for the first violation and not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for subsequent violations.
(c)
An employee who violates this Division is subject to a civil penalty of not more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
the first violation and not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for subsequent violations.
(d)
For the purposes of this Division, subsequent violation means a separate and distinct incident at a different time
and occasion.
(CB-73-2004)
DIVISION 10. - TANNING FACILITIES.
Sec. 12-206. - Tanning facilities.
(a)
Definitions.
(1)
"Tanning device" shall mean any equipment that emits radiation used for tanning of the skin, including
sunlamps, tanning booths, or tanning beds.
(2)
"Tanning facility" shall mean any place where a tanning device is used for a fee, membership dues, or other
compensation.
(b)
Prohibition.
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(1)
An owner, employee, or operator of a tanning facility shall not allow a minor under the age of 18 years to use a
tanning device.
(c)
Warning signs.
(1)
A tanning facility must post a warning sign in any area where a tanning device is used.
(2)
At a minimum, the sign must state that it is a violation in Prince George's County for a person under the age of
18 to use a tanning device and that the use of a tanning device may cause skin cancer and burns to the skin and
eyes.
(3)
The warning required by this section must be in conspicuous and legible type, printed in all capital letters, and
printed in a size and manner so as to be clearly legible to customers.
(d)
Verifying documentation.
(1)
The owner, employee, or operator of a tanning facility shall require appropriate documentation to verify the age
of an individual before allowing the individual access to a tanning device.
(e)
Civil penalty.
(1)
The Health Department shall impose on a person who violates this section, civil penalties under Section 28-268
of the County Code.
(f)
Right of Entry
(1)
The Health Department may inspect any tanning facility whenever it is open to the public for business to
determine whether the tanning facility meets the requirements of this section.
(CB-40-2017)
DIVISION 11. - HEALTHY VENDING REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 12-207. - Definitions.
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(a)
As used in this Division.
(1)
Vending machine shall mean a self-service machine offered for public use that, on insertion of a coin, paper,
currency, token, card, or key, or by optional manual operation, dispenses servings of food or beverages in bulk or
in packages, or prepared by the machine, without the necessity of replenishing the device between each vended
operation
(2)
Packaged shall mean bottled, canned, securely bagged, or securely wrapped, whether packaged in a food
establishment or a food processing plant.
(3)
Healthy Food Or Beverage Choices shall mean a packaged food or beverage that meets the requirements to be a
healthy food choice or a healthy beverage choice established in Section 12-211.
(4)
County Property shall mean any property owned, operated or managed by Prince George's County. County
Property does not include property owned or managed by the Prince George's County Board of Education.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-208. - Applicability.
(a)
This Division applies only to packaged food and beverages sold through vending machines located on County
Property.
(b)
This Division shall be implemented in accordance with federal, state, and local laws.
(c)
The requirements of this Division shall apply 24 hours a day.
(d)
If a food and beverage machine located on County Property has been leased to a private entity, the Health
Department shall encourage the tenant to meet the requirements of this Division.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-209. - Universal Vending Machine Requirements.
(a)
The following criteria must be met by all items offered in vending machines.
(1)
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Any packaged food and beverage item offered shall contain no more than:
(A)
0.5 grams of trans-fat per serving; and
(B)
200 milligrams of sodium per package.
(2)
Any beverage container offered shall contain no more than:
(A)
250 calories; and
(B)
20 fluid ounces.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-210. - Healthy Vending Standards.
(a)
Healthy Food Choices shall meet the following specifications:
(1)
Individual Healthy Food Choices offered in vending machines must meet the following criteria:
(A)
No more than 200 calories per package;
(B)
Less than 35% of total calories from fat except for foods containing 100% nuts or seeds with no added fats;
(C)
Less than 10% of calories from saturated fat; and
(D)
No more than 35% of calories from total sugars except for 1%, 2%, or non-fat dairy products, non-dairy milk
products, fruits and vegetables.
(2)
At least one healthy food choice offered must meet the Food and Drug Administration's definition of "low
sodium" (<140 milligrams per serving).
(3)
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Sugarless chewing gum and mints also meet healthy food choices specifications.
(b)
Healthy Beverage Choices shall meet the following specifications:
(1)
Individual Healthy Beverage Choices offered in vending machines must contain fewer than 40 calories per
serving unless specified below.
(2)
The following beverages also meet Healthy Beverage Choices nutritional standards even though they exceed 40
calories per serving: Fat-free milk; 1% low fat dairy milk; Calcium or vitamin D fortified soy milk with less than
200 calories per container; packages containing 12 ounces or less of 100% fruit juice, vegetable juice or fruit
juice combined with water with no added caloric sweeteners and no more than 200 milligrams of sodium per
container.
(3)
Vegetable juice must contain <230 milligrams of sodium per serving.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-211. - Healthy Vending Contract Requirements.
(a)
All new vending machine service contracts and all vending machine service contract renewals entered into by
covered entities in Section 12-209(a) on or after July 1, 2017 must require that at least 50% of the food and
beverage items offered in vending machines meet the requirements listed in Section 12-211.
(b)
Upon recommendation of the County Executive and approval by County Council resolution, all new vending
machine service contracts and all vending machine service contract renewals entered into by covered entities in
Section 12-209(a) on or after July 1, 2019 must require that at least 65% of the food and beverage items offered
in vending machines meet the requirements listed in Section 12-211.
(c)
The County Purchasing Department will ensure that Prince George's County municipalities can use any resultant
contract that the County enters into for vending services thereby extending the contract's pricing, terms, and
conditions to help facilitate easy compliance with this Division.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-212. - Product Placement.
(a)
Healthy Food or Beverage Choices shall:
(1)
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Be displayed in a way that is easily distinguishable from food and beverages that do not meet Healthy Vending
Standards listed in Section 12-211; and
(2)
Be stocked in positions with highest selling potential.
(b)
Water without added caloric sweeteners is required to be stocked in beverage machines.
(c)
Beverages that do not meet the Healthy Vending Standards listed in Section 12-211 shall be placed in positions
with the lowest selling potential.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-213. - Pricing and Labeling.
(a)
Food and beverage items that meet the Healthy Vending Standards in Section 12-211 must be comparatively
priced or less expensive than products that do not meet the standards.
(b)
All vending machines shall display nutritional labeling that, at a minimum, complies with the standards for
nutritional labeling set forth in 21 CFR, sections 101 and 109, as may be amended from time to time.
(CB-26-2017)
Sec. 12-214. - Compliance.
(a)
From time to time but at least once every five (5) years, the Department shall review, and if necessary, suggest
updates to the Healthy Vending Standards in Section 12-211 to reflect advancements in nutrition science, dietary
data, new product availability, and/or updates to the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.
(CB-26-2017)
DIVISION 12. - HEALTHY CHILDREN'S MEAL REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 12-215. - Legislative Purpose and Intent.
It is hereby declared by the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland that in order to foster healthy
environments where families live, learn, work, and play in Prince George's County, it must engage in the
promotion of healthy lifestyles through innovative approaches. The 2017 Prince George's County Health Report
found that over 30% of high school students in the county were either overweight or obese, exceeding the state's
prevalence at 26.4%. The 2020 RAND Corporation Report to the Prince George's County Board of Health found
that Latino high school students have the highest rate of overweight and obesity in the County. Obese children
are at least twice as likely as nonobese children to become obese adults. Sugar-sweetened beverages or sugary
drinks are leading sources of added sugars in the American diet and are associated with an increased risk of type
2 diabetes, heart disease, obesity and other chronic diseases. The County Council finds that consuming such
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drinks, including fruit drinks with added sugar, sports drinks, energy drinks, and soda pose a real health risk to
children.
The American Heart Association recommends that children over the age of 2 have no more than one 8-ounce
sugary drink a week. Yet children today are consuming as much as 10 times that amount with nearly two-thirds
of children living in the U.S. consume at least one sugary drink daily. This equates to an average of 30 gallons of
sugary drinks per year. Children in low-income families consume 2½ times more sugary drinks than their peers
in higher-income families this may be due, in part, to some of the marketing initiatives by the beverage industry.
People living in the U.S. consume about 34 pounds of added sugar every year just from sugary drinks. Every
year, 40,000 cardiovascular deaths in the U.S. are attributed to overconsumption of sugary drinks.
The County Council finds that diet-related health conditions have serious economic costs. The medical burden
of obesity in the United States is approximately $147 billion annually, or almost 10 percent of all medical
spending. Roughly one-half of these costs are paid through Medicare and Medicaid, which means that taxpayers
are responsible for much of the bill. Medicare and Medicaid spending would be reduced by 8.5 percent and 11.8
percent, respectively, in the absence of obesity-related spending. A 2016 study commissioned by MedChi, the
Maryland State Medical Society, showed that Medicaid annual spending per enrollee with diabetes ($24,387) is
more than double the spending per enrollee without diabetes ($10,880).
In 2017, The National Association of Black County Officials passed a resolution of measures in order to reduce
the rising rates of chronic diseases and obesity. Nationwide, American children eat 19 percent of their calories at
fast food and other restaurants. Children eat almost twice as many calories when they eat a meal at a restaurant
as they do when they eat at home.
A 2013 study that examined the nutritional quality of children's meals sold at 18 of the most profitable fast food
restaurant chains in the United States found that only three percent of the 3,494 meal combinations assessed met
the expert nutrition standards for children's meals. The beverage industry spends millions each year in targeted
marketing to communities of color, such that African-American children and teens see more than twice as many
television ads for sugary-drinks than their white peers, lower income neighborhoods have more outdoor ads for
sugary drinks than either lower-income or higher-income white neighborhoods, and 80% of food-related ads
viewed by Latino children and teens on Spanish-language TV were for sugary drinks, snacks, and candy. Many
restaurants and beverage companies have taken steps to help citizens address obesity by introducing lower and
no-calorie options, displaying calorie information, encouraging citizens to drink more water, removing fullcalorie beverages from schools, and reducing calories from many of their products.
The Prince George's County Council is the Legislative Branch of Prince George's County Government and sits
as the Board of Health to govern and guide County health policy. The County Council as the Board of Health is
authorized to develop solutions to public health issues that can manifest in the form of legislation or policies
promulgated by the County Council for the protection and promotion of public health.
The purpose of this statute is to support parents' efforts to feed their children healthfully by ensuring healthy
meals are readily available to children in restaurants and that offering healthier children's meals will improve the
overall health and well-being of children and families living in Prince George's County.
(CB-71-2020)
Sec. 12-216. - Definitions.
(a)
Child Friendly Restaurant means any Covered Food Service Facility offering Healthy Children's Meals.
(b)
(1)
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Children's Meal means a combination of food items and beverage that is:
(A)
prepared by and offered for purchase at a food service facility as a unit at a single price; and
(B)
represented to be or otherwise primarily intended for consumption by a child.
(2)
It shall not include a combination of food items that has been prepackaged by or at a facility other than the food
service facility offering the prepackaged combination for purchase.
(c)
Covered Food Service Facility means any food service facility as defined by Section 12-104(a)(7) of the County
Code.
(d)
Default Beverage means the beverage automatically included as part of a children's meal, absent a specific
request by the purchaser of the children's meal for an alternative beverage.
(e)
Default Healthy Side means the healthiest side option available as part of a Healthy Children's Meal.
(f)
Healthy Children's Meal is a Children's Meal that contains not more than: 550 calories; 700 milligrams of
sodium; 10 percent of calories from saturated fat; 15 grams of added sugars; and 0 grams of trans fat; that
includes at least a half (½) cup of non-fried fruit or non-fried vegetables (excluding white potatoes, juices,
condiments, and spreads) including:
(1)
Servings in the specified amounts from at least two of the following five food groups, at least one of the two
food groups must be a fruit or vegetable:
(A)
Fruit: greater or equal to a half (½) cup (100% juice cannot be used as a fruit substitute);
(B)
Vegetable: greater or equal to a half (½) cup;
(C)
Non/low-fat dairy: greater or equal to one (1) cup;
(D)
Meat or meat alternate: includes meat, poultry, seafood, eggs, legumes (beans and peas), soy products, and nuts
and seeds: greater or equal to one (1) ounce.
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(E)
Whole grains: a half (½) serving must provide greater or equal to eight (8) grams of whole grains and meet at
least one of the following:
(i)
First ingredient a whole grain; or
(ii)
greater or equal to fifty percent (50%) whole grains by weight of product; or
(iii)
fifty percent (50%) whole grains by weight of grains.
(2)
Healthy Drink; where, if a children's meal includes a beverage, that beverage shall be one of the following:
(A)
water, sparkling water, or flavored water with no added natural or artificial sweeteners;
(B)
nonfat or one percent milk or a nondairy milk alternative containing no more than 130 calories per container or
serving as offered for sale; or
(C)
100 percent fruit and/or vegetable juice or fruit and/or vegetable juice combined with water or carbonated water,
with no added sweeteners in a serving size of not more than eight ounces.
(CB-71-2020)
Sec. 12-217. - Nutrition Requirements for Children's Meals.
(a)
In a multi-year tiered approach, each Covered Food Service Facility that sells children's meals shall:
(1)
Offer the Healthy Drink as the default beverage as defined by Section 12-216(f)(2) in Years 1-2 and thereafter.
(2)
Offer the Default Healthy Side in all Children's Meals in Years 2-3 and thereafter.
(3)
Offer at least one children's meal that is a Healthy Children's Meal as defined by Section 12-216(f) in Years 3-4
and thereafter.
(4)
1380/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Beginning in Year 5 and thereafter, enforcement will commence.
(b)
Children's Beverage Requirement
(1)
Each Covered Food Service Facility shall make the default beverage for children's meals a Healthy Drink option
as defined in Section 12-216(f)(2), and the options provided there shall be displayed on menu boards.
(CB-71-2020)
Sec. 12-218. - Qualifications, Enforcement and Penalties.
(a)
Nothing in this Section prohibits a Covered Food Service Facility's ability to sell, or a customer's ability to
purchase, a substitute or alternative beverage instead of the default beverage offered with a children's meal, if
requested by the purchaser of the children's meal.
(b)
The Health Department, in conjunction with the Department of Permits and Inspections, and Enforcement shall
administer and enforce this chapter. These departments may issue rules and regulations as necessary to carry out
the purposes of this chapter consistent with existing enforcement, recordkeeping and fine structures, and the
State Regulations adopted in Subtitle 12, Subdivision 1 as amended by Subdivision 2 of the County Code in all
manner of enforcement except as provided in Subsection (d)(3)(A) of this Section.
(CB-71-2020)
SUBTITLE 13. - HOUSING AND PROPERTY STANDARDS.
DIVISION 1. - HOUSING CODE.
SUBDIVISION 1. - INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE.
Sec. 13-101. - Housing Code adoption.
(a)
The International Property Maintenance Code, 2018 Edition, as published by the International Code Council,
Inc. (hereinafter "the Housing Code"), is adopted by this reference and made a part of this Subtitle as though set
out in full herein with the additions, exceptions, and modifications set forth in Subdivision 2 of this Division.
(b)
At least three (3) copies of the International Property Maintenance Code, 2018 Edition, shall be on file in the
office of the Clerk of the Council for public inspection and use.
(c)
Where a conflict arises, the provisions of this Sub-title as amended by the County shall control.
(Gen. Res. No. 16-1966; CB-39-2001; CB-7-2021)
Sec. 13-102. - Enforcement of Housing Code; officials.
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(a)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement is designated the County official
responsible for the enforcement and administration of the Housing Code adopted by this Division.
(b)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement with the approval of the County
Executive, shall appoint such number of officers, technical assistants, inspectors and other employees as are
necessary for the administration and enforcement of this Subtitle. He may delegate to the head of the Housing
Division of the Department the powers and responsibilities assigned in this Subtitle.
(c)
Administration and enforcement of the Housing Code will be coordinated to the maximum extent feasible with
other County departments, boards, commissions, agencies and the governing bodies of incorporated cities and
towns in order that corrective actions and resources may be efficiently and effectively applied to the common
goal of attainment of improved housing conditions.
(Gen. Res. No. 16-1966; Gen. Res. No. 4-1970; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-103. - Subpoena Power.
(a)
In the administration and enforcement of Subtitles 4, 5, and 13, the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspection and Enforcement, has the power to issue subpoenas necessary to effectuate the duties and
responsibilities of permit issuance, inspections and enforcement.
(b)
Service of subpoena. Any such subpoena shall be served by:
(1)
certified mail, return receipt requested (with service by certified mail being complete upon delivery and proof
being shown by the green return receipt card); or
(2)
personal service of process by:
(A)
a competent private person, 18 years of age or older, who is not a party to the action; or
(B)
the sheriff or deputy sheriff of the political subdivision in which is located the residence of the person or the
main office of the firm, association, partnership or corporation against whom or which the subpoena is issued.
(c)
Enforcement of Subpoena.
(1)
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In case of failure to comply with a subpoena, the County, on behalf of the Prince George's County Department of
Permitting, Inspection and Enforcement, may apply to a court of appropriate jurisdiction for an order requiring
the attendance and testimony of witnesses and/or the production of records and documents, and/or the taking of
interrogatories and depositions.
(2)
After notice to the person subpoenaed as a witness or directed to produce records and documents, and upon a
finding that the attendance and testimony of the witness or the production of the records and documents is
relevant or necessary for the ability to issue permits, conduct inspections and enforce Subtitles 4, 5 and 13 of the
Prince George's County Code, the court may issue an order requiring the attendance and testimony of the
witness and the production of the records and documents. Any failure to obey such an order of the court may be
punished as contempt of court.
(CB-56-2021)
Sec. 13-104. through Sec. 13-104. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 2. - AMENDMENTS TO HOUSING CODE.
Sec. 13-105. - Amendments to Housing Code.
The Sections contained in this Subdivision shall add, modify, amend, delete, or change the designated Sections
of the Housing Code as indicated in each Section. Where the name of the jurisdiction is to be indicated in any
Section of the Housing Code, the jurisdiction name shall be Prince George's County, Maryland. Where the
Housing Code references any Building Code, it shall be construed to mean the Prince George's County Building
Code as adopted by Subtitle 4 of the Prince George's County Code. Where the Housing Code references any
Plumbing Code, it shall mean the Prince George's County Plumbing Code as enforced by the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission. Where the Housing Code references any Fire Code, it shall mean the Prince
George's County Fire Safety Law as adopted by Subtitle 11 of the Prince George's County Code. Where the
Housing Code references any Electrical Code, it shall mean the Prince George's County Electrical Code as
adopted by Subtitle 9 of the Prince George's County Code.
(Gen. Res. No. 16-1966; Gen. Res. No. 16-1967; Gen. Res. No. 9-1968; Gen. Res. No. 13-1969; CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-106. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division and the Housing Code:
(1)
Building Official or Code Official shall mean the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or the Director's duly authorized representative;
(2)
Code shall mean the Housing Code; and,
(3)
Municipality or City shall mean the County unless it is specifically intended to indicate an incorporated city or
town within the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 16-1966; Gen. Res. No. 4-1970; CB-49-1984; CB-39-2001; CB-18-2013)
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Sec. 13-107. - Administration; Section 101, General.
(a)
Section 101.1, entitled "Title," is deleted in its entirety.
(b)
Section 101.2 is amended to read as follows:
"101.2 Scope. The provisions of this Code shall apply to all existing residential structures and premises and
constitute the minimum requirements and standards for premises, structures, equipment, and facilities for light,
ventilation, space, heating, sanitation, protection from the elements, life safety, safety from fire and other
hazards, and for safe and sanitary maintenance; the responsibility of owners, operators, and occupants; the
occupancy of existing structure and premises, and for administration, enforcement, and penalties. This Code
shall not apply to hotels and motels serving transient guests only, rest homes, convalescent homes, nursing
homes, and such structures which have been converted to an approved nonresidential use."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-108. - Same; Section 102, Applicability.
(a)
Section 102.1 is amended to read as follows:
"102.1 General. The provisions of this Code shall apply to all matters affecting or relating to structures and
premises, as set forth in Section 101. When any provision of this Code governing residential uses differs from
any other provision of this Code or any other Section of the County Code, the more restrictive provision shall
apply."
(b)
Section 102.3 is amended to read as follows:
"102.3 Application of other codes. Repairs, additions, or alterations to a structure, or changes of occupancy, shall
be done in accordance with the procedures and provisions of the County Code."
(c)
Section 102.4 is amended to read as follows:
"102.4 Existing remedies. The provisions in this Code shall not be construed to abolish or impair existing
remedies of the jurisdiction or its officers or agencies relating to the removal or demolition of any structure
which is dangerous, unsafe, and unsanitary."
(d)
Section 102.7, entitled "Referenced codes and standards," deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-109. - Same; Section 103, Department of Property Maintenance Inspection.
(a)
The title of Section 103 is amended to read as follows: "County Inspections."
(b)
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Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows:
"103.1 General. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee shall be
known as the Code Official."
(c)
Section 103.2, entitled "Appointment," is deleted in its entirety.
(d)
Section 103.3, entitled "Deputies," is deleted in its entirety.
(e)
Section 103.4 is amended to read as follows:
"103.4 Restriction of employees. An official or employee connected with the enforcement of this Code shall not
be engaged in, or directly or indirectly connected with, the furnishing of labor, materials, or appliances for the
construction, alteration, or maintenance of a building, or the preparation of construction documents thereof,
unless that person is the owner of the building; nor shall such officer or employee engage in any work that
conflicts with official duties or with the interests of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement."
(f)
Section 103.5 is amended to read as follows:
"103.5 Liability. The Code Official, officer, or employee charged with the enforcement of this Code, while
acting for the jurisdiction, shall not thereby be rendered liable personally, and is hereby relieved from all
personal liability for any damage accruing to persons or property as a result of an act required or permitted in the
discharge of official duties.
Any suit instituted against any officer or employee because of an act performed by that officer or employee in
the lawful discharge of duties and under the provisions of this Code shall be defended by the legal representative
of the jurisdiction until the final termination of the proceedings. The Code Official or any subordinate shall not
be liable for costs in an action, suit, or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this Code;
and any officer acting in good faith and without malice shall be free from liability for acts performed under any
of the provisions of this Code, or by reason of any act or omission in the performance of official duties."
(g)
Section 103.6, entitled "Fees," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-110. - Same; Section 104, Duties and Powers of the Code Official.
(a)
Section 104.3 is amended to read as follows:
"104.3 Inspections. Subject to the limitations and conditions as hereinafter stated in this Section, it shall be the
duty of the Code Official to make, or cause to be made, inspections as often as necessary to determine the
conditions of dwellings, multifamily dwellings, dwelling units, rooming houses, rooming units, and premises in
order to safeguard the safety and welfare of the public under the provisions of this Code. Such inspections shall
be made in response to citizen or official complaints or other reliable information or allegations of existing
violations of the Code. Further, inspections of dwellings, dwelling units, rooming houses, rooming units, and
premises shall be made on a systematic basis (e.g., house by house, block by block) in areas, communities, or
neighborhoods when it is determined by the Code Official that such action is necessary to properly apply and
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enforce the provisions of this Code. All reports of such inspections shall be in writing and shall be certified by a
responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible individual. The Code Official is authorized to
engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to report upon unusual technical issues that arise, subject to the
approval of the appointing authority."
(b)
Section 104.4 is amended to read as follows:
"104.4 Right of entry. The Code Official is authorized to enter the structure or premises at reasonable times to
inspect, subject to constitutional restrictions on unreasonable searches and seizures. If entry is refused or not
obtained, the Code Official is authorized to pursue recourse as provided by law. Permission need not be obtained
for entry to spaces and areas to which the public is ordinarily invited.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, and in the event of an emergency situation constituting an
immediate threat to individual human life, property, or the public safety, and if, in addition, the delay associated
with applying for a search warrant authorizing entry would result in undue harm, the Code Official shall be
authorized without permission or warrant to make an emergency entrance for the sole purpose of abating or
eliminating the exigent dangerous condition.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, all licensing and permit inspections authorized and required
by this Code shall be processed without the necessity for obtaining permission or obtaining a judicial warrant
authorizing entry. Failure to allow entry for such inspection shall constitute sufficient reason for the denial or
revocation of the subject license or permit."
(c)
Section 104.7 is amended to read as follows:
"104.7 Department records. The Code Official shall keep official records of all business and activities of the
department specified in the provisions of this Code. Such records shall be retained in accordance with the
County's approved records retention schedule."
(d)
Section 104.8 is amended to read as follows:
"104.8 Coordination of inspections. Whenever in the enforcement of this Code or another code or ordinance, the
responsibility of more than one Code Official of the jurisdiction is involved, it shall be the duty of the Code
Officials involved to coordinate their inspections and administrative orders as fully as practicable so that the
owners and occupants of the structure shall not be subjected to visits by numerous inspectors or multiple or
conflicting orders."
(e)
A new Section 104.9 is added to read as follows:
"104.9 Municipal enforcement. Any incorporated city or town, which by law has authority to enact regulations
governing the enforcement of this Code, may elect to conduct its own housing code enforcement program,
provided that any such incorporated city or town shall adopt the County's Housing Code or a housing code not
less stringent in minimum requirements."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-111. - Same; Section 106, Violations.
Section 106.4 is amended to read as follows:
"106.4 Violation penalties. Every person in violation of this Code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment not to
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exceed ninety (90) days, or both. Each day that the violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. The
application of the foregoing penalties shall not preclude the filing of an action for injunctive relief in a court of
competent jurisdiction."
(CB-39-2001; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 13-112. - Same; Section 107, Notices and Orders.
(a)
Section 107.1 is amended to read as follows:
"107.1 Notice to owner or to person or persons responsible. Whenever the Code Official determines that there
has been a violation of this Code or has grounds to believe that a violation has occurred, notice shall be given to
the owner or the person or persons responsible therefore in the manner prescribed in Sections 107.2 and 107.3.
Notices declaring a structure unfit shall also comply with Section 108.3."
(b)
Section 107.5 is amended to read as follows:
"107.5 Transfer of ownership. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling unit or structure who has
received a compliance order or upon whom a notice of violation has been served to sell, transfer, mortgage,
lease, or otherwise dispose of such dwelling unit or structure to another until the provisions of the compliance
order or notice of violation have been complied with, or until such owner shall first furnish the grantee,
transferee, mortgagee, or lessee a true copy of any compliance order or notice of violation issued by the Code
Official."
(c)
A new Section 107.6 is added to read as follows:
"107.6 Transfer of responsibility. A contract, lease, or other agreement, effective as between the owner and
operator, operator and occupant, or owner and occupant, with regard to matters covered hereunder, shall not
relieve any party of the direct responsibility under the provisions of this Code."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-113. - Same; Section 108, Unsafe Structures and Equipment.
(a)
The title of Section 108 is amended to read as follows: "Open Unfit, Unsafe, Unlawful, or Abandoned
Structures."
(b)
Section 108.1 is amended to read as follows: "108.1 General definitions. For the purposes of Sections 108, 109,
and 110 of this Code, the following terms shall apply."
(c)
Section 108.1.3 is amended to read as follows: "108.1.3 Structure unfit for human occupancy. A structure is unfit
for human occupancy whenever the Code Official finds that such structure is unsafe, unlawful, or, because of the
degree to which the structure is in disrepair or lacks maintenance, is unsanitary, vermin or rat infested, contains
filth and contamination, or lacks ventilation, illumination, sanitary or heating facilities, utilities, or other
essential equipment required by this Code, or because the location of the structure constitutes a hazard to the
occupants of the structure or to the public. This term shall also include the phrase unfit for human habitation."
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(d)
A new Section 108.1.3.1 is added to read as follows: "108.1.3.1 Abandoned for residential use. A dwelling or
dwelling unit is considered abandoned for residential use when it has been declared unfit for human habitation
for a period in excess of six (6) months and has not been brought up to the Code standards required for
occupancy."
(e)
Section 108.2 is amended to read as follows: "108.2 Procedures for closing open structures. If the structure is
open and unfit for human habitation and occupancy and is not in danger of structural collapse, the Code Official
is authorized to post a placard declaring the structure unfit and order the structure closed up so as not to be an
attractive nuisance."
(f)
Section 108.3 is amended to read as follows: "108.3 Procedures for structures unfit for human occupancy.
Whenever the Code Official finds that any dwelling or dwelling unit has become unfit for human occupancy, as
defined by this Code, the Code Official shall declare it unfit and order it to be vacated. Once vacant, the exterior
structure and premises must be maintained to the minimum standards of this Code and the County Code. Any
boarding of windows and doors to secure the structure shall be done in a workmanlike manner, and the materials
used shall conform to the overall exterior appearance of the structure and in conformance with the requirements
of Section 109.2. Any dwelling declared unfit for human habitation shall be posted with a placard that shall
include:
1.
The Section of the Code under which the order is issued;
2.
An order that the dwelling or dwelling unit must be vacated;
3.
An order that dwelling or dwelling unit must remain vacant until the provisions of the order are satisfied and the
order to vacate is withdrawn;
4.
The date that the placard is posted; and
5.
A statement of the penalty for destruction or removal of the placard.
Whenever the Code Official has declared a dwelling unit unfit for human habitation, the Code Official shall give
notice to the owner of such declaration and placarding of the dwelling as unfit for human habitation. Such notice
shall:
1.
Be in writing;
2.
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Include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification;
3.
Include a justification statement for the determination;
4.
State the time period for correction of the cited conditions; and
5.
State the time by which the occupants must vacate the premises.
Service of notice to vacate shall be accomplished by posting a copy of the notice in a conspicuous place on the
premises to be vacated and by one of the following:
1.
By delivery to the owner personally;
2.
By leaving the notice at the usual place of abode of the owner with a person of suitable age and discretion; or
3.
By depositing the notice in the United States Post Office addressed to the owner at the owner's last known
address with postage prepaid thereof.
Any dwelling which has been declared and placarded as unfit for human habitation shall be vacated within a
reasonable time period as required by the Code Official, and it shall be unlawful for any owner or operator to let
said dwelling to any person for human habitation. No person shall occupy a dwelling which has been declared or
placarded by the Code Official as unfit for human habitation after the date set forth on the placard. No dwelling
which has been declared or placarded as unfit for human habitation shall again be used for human habitation
until written approval is secured from the Code Official. The Code Official shall remove such placard whenever
the defect or defects upon which the declaration and placarding actions were based have been eliminated."
(g)
Section 108.4 is amended to read as follows: "108.4 Procedures for dwelling units declared abandoned for
residential use. Any dwelling unit which has been declared unfit for human habitation for a period in excess of
six (6) months and has not been brought up to Code standards required for occupancy may be declared
abandoned for residential use and may be razed in accordance with the procedures in Section 110.3.
Any windows, doors, or other exterior openings in an abandoned dwelling unit shall be closed and sealed with
materials and in a workmanlike manner that conforms to the overall exterior appearance of the structure in
accordance with the provisions of Section 109.2.
The interiors of such abandoned dwelling units shall be maintained to the standards required for other
nonresidential areas, such as storage rooms, laundry rooms, workshops, or other similar uses."
(h)
Section 108.5 is amended to read as follows: "108.5 Unlawful structure. No dwelling or any part thereof
declared unlawful in accordance with Section 108.1.4 may be occupied until such dwelling or dwelling unit
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conforms with the provisions of this Code."
(i)
Section 108.6, entitled "Removal of placard," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001; CB-78-2012)
Sec. 13-114. - Same; Section 109, Unsafe Conditions - Emergency Measures.
(a)
The title of Section 109 is amended to read as follows: "Unsafe Conditions - Emergency Measures."
(b)
Section 109.1 is amended to read as follows: "109.1 Imminent danger. When, in the opinion of the Code
Official, there is imminent danger of failure or collapse of a building or structure which endangers life, or when
any structure or part of a structure has fallen and life is endangered by the occupation of the structure, or when
there is actual or potential danger to the building occupants or those in the proximity of any structure because of
explosives, explosive fumes, or vapors or the presence of toxic fumes, gases, or materials, or operation of
defective or dangerous equipment, the Code Official is hereby authorized and empowered to order and require
the occupants to vacate the premises forthwith. The Code Official shall cause to be posted at each entrance to
such structure a notice advising that the structure is unsafe and its occupancy has been prohibited by the Code
Official. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter such structure except for the purpose of securing the
structure, making the required repairs, removing the hazardous condition, or demolishing the same."
(c)
Section 109.2 is amended to read as follows: "109.2 Temporary safeguards. When, in the opinion of the Code
Official, there is an imminent danger due to an unsafe condition, the Code Official shall cause the necessary
work to be completed in the following manner:
1. When securing doors and windows, the material shall be cut to fit either within the recess of the exterior
finish wall if the door or window is recessed or to fit on the door or window trim if the trim is applied to top of
the exterior wall.
2. The preferred material for windows shall be a transparent material such as lexan or plexiglas. If solid
materials are used to secure either windows or doors, the solid material shall be painted either white or painted
to match the color of the trim.
3. Once the structure is secure, the Code Official shall notify the owner that temporary measures have been
taken, that the owner is required to restore the structure within thirty (30) days, and that the owner is subject to
citation directing that the building be repaired to restore the building envelope. If the structure is not restored
within thirty (30) days, the owner shall be fined One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each month that the
violation continues and the property is not restored. For damage to the building as a result of a storm or fire, the
Code Official may extend the initial thirty (30) day period without assessing a fine if the owner and insurer are
promptly and actively undertaking repairs to the building."
(d)
Section 109.5 is amended to read as follows: "109.5 Costs of emergency repairs. Costs incurred in the
performance of emergency work shall be paid from the Office of Finance on certificate of the Code Official. The
County Attorney shall institute appropriate action against the owner of the premises harboring the unsafe
condition. Recovery of costs shall include, but not be limited to, certification for a tax lien, as provided by
Section 109.7 of this Code."
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(e)
Section 109.6, entitled "Hearing," is deleted in its entirety.
(f)
A new Section 109.7 is added to read as follows: "109.7 Creation of a tax lien. There is created a tax lien on real
property for monies expended by the County for the razing, demolition, removal, or making safe buildings
and/or abatement of other unsafe nuisances or conditions constituting a danger to the public health and safety
where the responsible party refuses or fails to comply with a lawful order of the Code Official after proper notice
thereof, either actual or constructive, or as provided in Sections 119 and 120 of the Building Code.
There is created a tax lien on real property for monies expended by the County for the elimination of infestation
constituting a danger to the public health and safety where the responsible party refuses or fails to comply with
the lawful order of the Code Official after proper notice thereof, either actual or constructive, or as provided in
Sections 108 through 110 of this Code.
There is created a tax lien on real property for monies expended by the County for the demolition, repair, or
enclosure of a building, or removal of garbage, debris, or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or
materials where the responsible party refuses or fails to comply with the lawful order of the Code Official after
proper notice thereof, either actual or constructive, or as provided in Sections 108 through 110 of this Code.
Following the demolition, repair, or enclosure of a building, or removal of garbage, debris, or other hazardous,
noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials or as provided in Sections 108 through 110 of this Code, the
County may file a notice of lien against the real estate for the cost of the demolition, repair, enclosure, or
removal within 180 days after the repair, demolition, enclosure, or removal occurred, for the costs and expenses
incurred, with the Director of Finance. The notice of lien shall consist of a sworn statement by the Director of
Finance setting forth:
1. A description of the real estate, such as the address or other description of the property, sufficient for its
identification;
2. The expenses incurred by the County in undertaking the remedial actions authorized by the Division;
3. The date or dates that the expenses were incurred by the Director;
4. A statement that the building was open and vacant and constituted an immediate and continuing hazard to
the community;
5. A statement that the required sign was posted on the building, that notice was sent by certified mail to the
owners of record, and that notice was published in accordance with this Section; and
6. A statement as to when and where the notice was published.
Upon notice from the County Attorney that a tax lien has been created, the amount of such lien shall be collected
by the Director of Finance in the same manner as other County real estate taxes."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-115. - Same; Section 110, Condemnation and Demolition.
(a)
The title of Section 110 is amended to read as follows: "Condemnation and Demolition."
(b)
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Section 110.1 is amended to read as follows: "110.1 Dangerous structures. If all or part of any building or
structure (including fences, billboards, and signs) or the equipment for the operation of said building or structure
(including, but not limited to, the heating plant, plumbing, electric wiring, moving stairways, elevators, and fire
extinguishing apparatus) is determined by the Code Official to be in an unsafe condition or otherwise poses a
danger to life, limb, or property, the Code Official shall institute condemnation proceedings pursuant to the
applicable provision of the Building Code or this Code pertaining to unsafe structures."
(c)
Section 110.2 is amended to read as follows: "110.2 Abatement of unsafe conditions, infestation of rodents, or
demolition of dangerous structures. In the event that the responsible party fails to comply with the lawful order
of the Code Official to make safe or demolish an unsafe structure, correct a dangerous condition, or eliminate an
infestation of rodents, the Code Official shall proceed when, in the Code Official's opinion, emergency action is
required to abate the unsafe condition or infestation by appropriate means, including demolition and removal of
dangerous structures, utilizing such public or private resources required and available. All costs incurred for
such emergency action shall be paid from the Office of Finance on certificate of the Code Official, and the legal
officer of the County shall institute appropriate action against the owner of the premises where the unsafe
structure, infestation, or condition was located for recovery of such costs, including, but not limited to,
certification of a tax lien."
(d)
Section 110.3 is amended to read as follows: "110.3 Razing structures declared abandoned for residential use.
Any dwelling unit declared abandoned for residential use, except for historic sites, must either be made habitable
or utilizable within three (3) months of notice of violation, a copy of which shall be transmitted to the Historic
Preservation Commission, or the structure will be razed as a dangerous structure. The Board of Appeals shall not
have jurisdiction to grant a variance or waive this Section except upon a finding that litigation is pending in the
courts and is actively being pursued, which litigation should finally determine legal ownership of the subject
property, or upon a finding that litigation is pending regarding disposition of an insurance claim arising from the
subject property."
(e)
Section 110.4 is amended to read as follows: "110.4 Condemnation of open, hazardous residential buildings. If
the Code Official determines that a residential building three (3) stories or less in height is open and vacant and
is an immediate and continuing hazard to the community in which the building is located, then the Code Official
shall be authorized to post a notice of not less than two (2) feet by two (2) feet in size on the front of the
building. The notice shall be dated as of the date of the posting and shall state that unless the building is
demolished, repaired, or enclosed, and unless any garbage, debris, and other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy
substances or materials are removed so that an immediate and continuing hazard to the community no longer
exists, then the building may be demolished, repaired, or enclosed, or any garbage, debris, and other hazardous,
noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials may be removed by the County.
Not later than thirty (30) days following the posting of the notice, the Code Official shall:
1.
Cause to be sent, by certified mail, a notice to all owners of record of the property stating the intent of the
County to demolish, repair, or enclose the building, or remove any garbage, debris, or other hazardous, noxious,
or unhealthy substances or materials if action is not taken by the owner;
2.
Cause to be published, for three (3) consecutive days, in a newspaper of record, notice setting forth the address
of the building; a description of the real estate sufficient for its identification; a statement that the property is
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open and vacant and constitutes an immediate and continuing hazard to the community; and a statement that the
County intends to demolish, repair, or enclose the building, or remove any garbage, debris, or other hazardous,
noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials if the owner fails to do so; and
3.
If a building is an identified historic resource on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and District Plan of
Prince George's County, Maryland, cause a copy of the notice to be sent to the Historic Preservation
Commission and demolition shall not be authorized without the approval of the Historic Preservation
Commission.
A person objecting to the proposed actions of the County may file an objection in an appropriate form in a court
of competent jurisdiction. If the building is not demolished, repaired, or enclosed, or the garbage, debris, or other
hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials are not removed within thirty (30) days of mailing the
notice to the owners of record, or within thirty (30) days of the last day of publication of the notice, whichever is
later, the Code Official shall have the power to demolish, repair, or enclose the building, or to remove any
garbage, debris, or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials.
The County may proceed to demolish, repair, or enclose a building, or remove any garbage, debris, or other
hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials under this Section, within a 120 day period following
the date of the mailing of the notice if the Code Official determines that removal of the hazardous, noxious, or
unhealthy substances or materials is necessary to remedy the immediate and continuing hazard. If, before the
Code Official proceeds with any of the actions authorized by this Section, a person has initiated legal action
under this Division in a court of competent jurisdiction and has served a copy of the complaint on the County,
then the County shall not proceed with the demolition, repair, enclosure, or removal of garbage, debris, or other
hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials until the court determines that action is necessary to
remedy the hazard and issues an order authorizing the County to do so."
(CB-39-2001; CB-78-2012)
Sec. 13-116. - Same; Section 111, Means of Appeal.
(a)
Section 111.1 is amended to read as follows: "111.1 Appeals by owner or occupant. Whenever it is claimed that
the true intent and meaning of this Code has been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the owner or occupant or
duly authorized agent may appeal the decision of the Code Official to the Administrative Hearing Unit as
established in Division 15 of this Subtitle. Notice of such appeal shall be in writing and filed within ten (10)
calendar days after the decision is rendered by the Code Official. In the case of a structure or dwelling unit
which, in the opinion of the Code Official, is unsafe or dangerous, the Code Official may, by order and proper
notice, shorten the time for the filing of an appeal. Appeals arising under this Section shall be made using forms
provided by the Administrative Hearing Unit and shall be filed with the Administrative Hearing Unit, which will
then notify the appellant in writing of the time and place of the hearing."
(b)
Section 111.2 is amended to read as follows: "111.2 Decisions of the Administrative Hearing Unit. The
Administrative Hearing Unit shall hold a hearing upon the appeal. The proceedings shall be conducted in
accordance with the procedures outlined in Sections 13-1134 through 13-1151 and Section 13-1153 through 131154 of this Code. The County shall have the initial burden to establish the basis for the determination from
which the appeal was taken. The appellant owner or occupant shall have the burden to establish by a
preponderance of the evidence that the County or its agencies have misconstrued or wrongly interpreted the
intent and meaning of this Code. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall determine only whether there was
substantial evidence for the Code Official to take the enforcement action from which the appeal was taken. The
Administrative Hearing Unit may not substitute its judgment for that of the Code Official. However, the
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Administrative Hearing Unit may grant variances of the application of any provision of this Code when the
substantial credible evidence clearly establishes that the enforcement thereof would do manifest injustice or
would be contrary to the spirit and purpose of the Code. A decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit to vary
the application of any provision of this Code or to modify an order of the Code Official shall specify in what
manner such variation or modification is made, shall state the conditions upon which it is made, shall make
findings of fact in support of the variance, and shall state the supporting reasons for the variance. Every decision
of the Administrative Hearing Unit shall be given in writing within thirty (30) days of the hearing. A copy of
each such decision shall be promptly filed with the Code Official, and the issuing agency shall maintain a file of
such decisions which shall be open to the public for inspection during regular business hours. A copy shall be
sent by U.S. first-class mail, sent electronically, or otherwise delivered to the appellant. An owner or occupant
aggrieved by a decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek reconsideration of the matter in
accordance with Section 13-1128 of this Code and all provisions of that Section shall apply to the disposition of
the application for reconsideration. The decision of the Hearing Administrator on an application for
reconsideration shall constitute the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit. Any party who, after
having exhausted all administrative remedies available, is aggrieved by a final decision of the Administrative
Hearing Unit may seek judicial review of that decision in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County,
Maryland, in accordance with the Maryland Rules. The filing of a petition for judicial review does not stay an
order of the Administrative Hearing Unit, unless a stay is granted by the circuit court."
(c)
Sections 111.2.1, 111.2.2, 111.2.3, 111.2.4, 111.2.5, 111.3, 111.4, 111.4.1, 111.5, 111.6, 111.6.1, 111.6.2, 111.7,
and 111.8 are deleted in their entirety.
(CB-39-2001; CB-57-2011; CB-78-2012; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-117. - Definitions; Section 202, General Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions in Section 202 of this Code are hereby amended or added to read as follows:
"CONDEMN. The definition for condemn in the Code is hereby deleted."
"DWELLING. The term dwelling as used within the Code includes any building or structure presently used,
intended to be used, or originally built or designed for the purpose of human habitation. Any such building or
structure remains a dwelling for purposes of the Code during its existence or until converted to an approved
nonresidential use. Occupancy is not a factor determining whether a building or structure is a dwelling. A
building or structure will not cease to be a dwelling for purposes of this Code when it is left unoccupied for any
period of time, regardless of the reason for vacancy.
Dwellings include, but are not limited to, the following:
1.
Boarding House, Lodging House. A residence building in which, as a home occupation and for compensation,
lodging and meals are furnished to four (4) or more, but not exceeding nine (9), guests and containing not more
than five (5) guest rooms.
2.
Dormitory. A building arranged or used for lodging six (6) or more, but not exceeding twenty (20), individuals
and having common toilet and bathroom facilities.
3.
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Hotel. A building arranged or used for sheltering, sleeping, or feeding, for compensation, more than twenty (20)
individuals.
4.
Multifamily Apartment House. A building containing three (3) or more dwelling units.
5.
One-Family Dwelling. A building containing one (1) dwelling unit with not more than three (3) lodgers or
boarders.
6.
Tourist Home or Tourist House. A residential building containing not more than nine (9) guest rooms, where (for
compensation) lodging or meals, or both, are provided or offered for transient guests.
7.
Two-Family Dwelling. A building containing two (2) dwelling units with not more than three (3) lodgers or
boarders per family but not more than twenty (20) individuals."
"HUMAN HABITATION OR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES. Any reference in this Code to the use of a building
or structure being either for human habitation or for residential purposes shall include any building or structure
that is presently used, intended to be used, or was originally built or designed to be used for human habitation or
residential purposes."
"POST-SETTLEMENT OCCUPANCY AGREEMENT. Refers to a rental agreement between the buyer of real
property and the seller of the property, where the parties agree to allow the seller to occupy the dwelling for a
term of 90 days or less after the final sale/settlement of the property to the buyer."
"PRE-SETTLEMENT OCCUPANCY AGREEMENT. Refers to a rental agreement between the buyer of real
property and the seller of that property, where the parties agree to allow the buyer to occupy the dwelling for a
term of 90 days or less before the final sale/settlement of the property."
(CB-39-2001; CB-92-2021)
Sec. 13-118. - General Requirements; Section 302, Exterior Property Areas.
(a)
Section 302.1 is amended to read as follows:
"302.1 Sanitation. All exterior property and premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe, and sanitary condition.
The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property which such occupancy occupies or controls in a clean
and sanitary condition. Except as otherwise specifically authorized by law, the open storage on residential
property of any household appliance, motor vehicle parts, building materials, furniture, weeds, dead trees,
garbage, rubbish, or similar items or materials, or residue therefrom, is prohibited, regardless of age or
condition."
(b)
Section 302.3 is amended to read as follows:
"302.3 Sidewalks, parking areas, and driveways. All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking spaces, and
similar areas shall be maintained free of unsafe obstructions or hazardous conditions."
(c)
1395/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A new Section 302.3.1 is added to read as follows:
"302.3.1 Lighting and parking lots and exterior passageways. All exterior walkways between buildings, between
parking lots, and between buildings and parking lots shall be illuminated with no less than one and one-fourth (1
1/4) lumens per square foot."
(d)
Section 302.4 is amended to read as follows:
"302.4 Weeds. All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess
of twelve (12) inches. All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual
plants, and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs; provided, however, that this term shall not include cultivated
flowers and gardens. No plant growth shall be allowed to impede or obstruct walkways, sidewalks, streets, or
adjoining driveways, or the required letters and/or numbers which identify the address of the property."
(e)
Section 302.7 is amended to read as follows:
"302.7 Accessory structures. All accessory structures on dwelling premises (including, but not limited to,
detached garages, storage sheds or buildings, steps, fences, and other constructed appurtenances and facilities)
shall be maintained structurally safe and sound and in good repair. Exterior steps shall be maintained free of
unsafe obstructions or hazardous conditions."
(f)
Section 302.8 is amended to read as follows:
"302.8 Motor vehicles. It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant of a structure used for human habitation to
utilize, or allow to be utilized, the premises for the storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled,
inoperable, or not currently licensed. This Section shall not apply to any one (1) vehicle which is wrecked,
dismantled, inoperable, or not currently licensed, that is kept in a wholly enclosed garage. To be considered
operable, it must be demonstrated that the vehicle is capable of being driven under its own power for a minimum
distance of one hundred (100) feet."
(g)
A new Section 302.10 is added to read as follows:
"302.10 Firewood. All firewood or other wood material intended for use in a stove or fireplace shall be cut to
lengths for final use and neatly stacked at least eighteen (18) inches above the ground in open racks so that these
materials will not afford a shelter or harborage for rodents, or not less than six (6) inches from a weed-free
surface on property improved by a single-family dwelling."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-119. - Same; Section 303, Exterior Structure.
(a)
Section 303.3 is amended to read as follows:
"303.3 Premises identification. Buildings shall have approved address numbers placed in a position to be plainly
legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property. These numbers shall contrast with their
background. All structures that contain more than one address shall have numbers at least eight (8) inches in
height placed in accordance with Section 11-274 of the County Code. Address numbers for all other residential
structures shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of four (4) inches high with
a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inches."
(b)
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Section 303.14 is amended to read as follows:
"303.14 Insect screens. During the period from June 1 to October 15, every door, window, and other outside
opening required for ventilation of habitable rooms, food preparation areas, food service areas, or any areas
where products to be included or utilized in food for human consumption are processed, manufactured,
packaged, or stored, shall be supplied with approved tightly fitting screens of not less than sixteen (16) mesh per
inch, and every swinging door shall have a self-closing device in good working condition.
Exceptions:
1.
No screens shall be required on any floor above the fifth floor.
2.
Screen doors shall not be required where other approved means, such as air curtains or insect repellent fans, are
employed."
(c)
Section 303.15.1 is added to read as follows:
"303.15.1 Locking devices. Any swinging entrance door to an individual apartment or multifamily dwelling unit
shall be provided with a deadbolt locking device having a minimum throw of not less than five-eighths (5/8) of
one inch and with the deadbolt capable of being activated by key from the outside and by turn-knob from the
inside, so as to provide reasonable security against unauthorized entry. Door locks and the matter of installation
shall be subject to the specific approval of the Building Official. The exterior door, door hinge, door lock, and
door latch for each unit shall be maintained in functional condition."
(d)
Section 303.15.2 is added to read as follows:
"303.15.2 Visual detection device. Unless a visual detection device (magnifying peephole) is currently provided,
all swinging entrance doors to any individual apartment or multifamily dwelling unit shall be equipped with a
visual detection device (magnifying peephole) which will provide a 180 degree viewing angle so as to allow the
occupant of a dwelling unit to inspect the entrance area outside the door while the door is closed."
(e)
Section 303.15.3 is added to read as follows:
"303.15.3 Sliding doors and windows. All patio and balcony sliding entrance doors, and all windows capable of
being opened and accessible from a balcony or two (2) stories or less above grade, shall be equipped with a
device that locks and secures the door or window within its frame so as to provide reasonable security against
unauthorized entry by opening or removal of the door or windows from its frame. Such acceptable devices
include, but are not limited to, security bars and jimmy plates. The type of device and manner of installation
shall be subject to the approval of the building official, who shall coordinate such approval with the Chief of
Police or the Chief's designee."
(f)
Section 303.15.4 is added to read as follows:
"303.15.4 Auxiliary use doors. Where exterior entrance doors to buildings are not secured, entrance doors to
laundry rooms, storage areas, trash rooms, and other similar areas within multifamily dwellings shall be
provided with the same locking hardware required in Section 303.15.1, and the respective apartment tenants
shall be provided with access keys."
(CB-39-2001)
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Sec. 13-120. - Same; Section 304, Interior Structure.
Section 304.3 is amended to read as follows:
"304.3 Interior surfaces. All interior surfaces, including windows and doors, shall be maintained in good, clean,
and sanitary condition. Peeling, chipping, flaking, or abraded paint shall be repaired, removed, or covered.
Cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood, and other defective surface conditions shall be corrected. No lead-based
paint may be applied."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-121. - Same; Section 309, Pest Elimination.
(a)
Section 306.3 is amended to read as follows:
"309.2 Single occupancy. The owner of a one-family dwelling or of a single-tenant nonresidential structure shall
be responsible for pest elimination on the premises."
(b)
Section 306.4 is amended to read as follows:
"309.4 Multiple occupancy. The owner of a structure containing two (2) or more dwelling units, a multiple
occupancy, a rooming house, or a nonresidential structure shall be responsible for pest elimination."
(c)
Section 306.5 is amended to read as follows:
"309.5 Continued maintenance. The owner of any structure shall be responsible for the continued rodent- and
pest-free condition of the structure."
(CB-39-2001; CB-7-2021)
Sec. 13-122. - Same; Section 307, Interior Signage for Multifamily Dwellings.
(a)
A new Section 307 is added to read as follows:
"SECTION 307"
"INTERIOR SIGNAGE FOR MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS"
"307.1 General. All multifamily buildings, except for those originally constructed or designed for one- or twofamily use, shall have readily visible signs in interior hallways and stairways which direct users to specific
dwelling units or floors within the building."
"307.1.1 Primary doors. All primary entrance doors into an individual dwelling unit shall have permanently
affixed thereto readily visible markings which identify that particular unit."
"307.1.2 Opposite elevator. On the wall directly facing an elevator exit, in addition to the lobby exits, there shall
be permanently affixed a sign which identifies the most direct path of travel to all dwelling units located on that
floor. The sign shall have bold lettering with a minimum height of one-half (1/2) inch."
"307.1.3 Hallway junctions. On the wall facing any junction of a hallway, there shall be permanently affixed a
sign identifying the most direct path of travel to all dwelling units in hallways leading from that junction. When
a sign is already in place pursuant to Section 307.1.2 and that sign is visible at the location requiring a sign
pursuant to this Section, only one sign at either location shall be required."
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"307.1.4 Stairway doors. On the egress side of any door leading from a stairway to a hallway, there shall be
permanently affixed a sign identifying the particular floor or level entered through that door, or the identification
number of dwelling units located on that floor or level. The sign shall have bold lettering with a minimum height
of six (6) inches."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-123. - Light, Ventilation and Occupancy Limitations; Section 404, Occupancy Limitations.
(a)
Section 404.1 is amended to read as follows:
"404.1 Privacy. Dwelling units, rooming units, and dormitory units shall be arranged to provide privacy and
shall be separate from other adjoining spaces."
(b)
Section 404.4, entitled "Bedroom and living room requirements" reads as follows:
"404.4 Bedroom and living room requirements. Every bedroom and living room shall comply with the
requirements of Sections 404.4.1 through 404.4.5."
"404.4.1 Room area. Every living room shall contain not less than 120 square feet (11.2 m 2 ) and every
bedroom shall contain not less than 70 square feet (6.5 m 2 ) and every bedroom occupied by more than one
person shall contain not less than 50 square feet (4.6 m 2 ) of floor area for each occupant thereof."
"404.4.2 Access from bedrooms. Bedrooms shall not constitute the only means of access to other bedrooms or
habitable spaces and shall not serve as the only means of egress from other habitable spaces."
Exception: Units that contain fewer than two bedrooms.
"404.4.3 Water closet accessibility. Every bedroom shall have access to not less than one water closet and one
lavatory without passing through another bedroom. Every bedroom in a dwelling unit shall have access to not
less than one water closet and lavatory located in the same story as the bedroom or an adjacent story."
"404.4.4 Prohibited occupancy. Kitchens and nonhabitable spaces shall not be used for sleeping purposes."
"404.4.5 Other requirements. Bedrooms shall comply with the applicable provisions of this code including, but
not limited to, the light, ventilation, room area, ceiling height and room width requirements of this chapter; the
plumbing facilities and water-heating facilities requirements of Chapter 5; the heating facilities and electrical
receptacle requirements of Chapter 6; and the smoke detector and emergency escape requirements of Chapter 7."
(c)
Section 404.5, entitled "Overcrowding" is amended to read as follows:
"404.5 Overcrowding. Dwelling units shall not be occupied by more occupants than permitted by the minimum
area requirements of Table 404.5." For purposes of Section 13-123 of the County Code, occupant is defined as
any person over one year of age.
TABLE 404.5
MINIMUM AREA REQUIREMENTS
SPACE

MINIMUM AREA IN SQUARE FEET
1-2 occupants

3-5 occupants

6 or more occupants

Living room a, b

120

120

150

Dining Room a, b

No requirement

80

100

Bedrooms

Shall comply with Section 404.4.1
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For SI: 1 square foot = 0.0929 m 2
a.

See Section 404.5.2 for combined living room/dining room spaces.

b.

See Section 404.5.1 for limitations on determining the minimum occupancy area for sleeping purposes.

Extensions:
(a)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement is authorized to grant an extension
not to exceed 90 days to comply with a violation of sections 404.4, 404.4.1, 404.4.2, 404.4.3, 404.4.4, 404.4.5,
Table 404.5, 404.5.1, 404.5.2, and/or 404.6 of the Housing Code, with the following exceptions for which no
extension to comply shall be granted:
1.
Subject dwelling unit is found to have a pending code violation that constitutes an immediate threat to the health
or safety of the occupant or public; and
2.
Tenant, occupant, or owners have been found guilty of a public or neighborhood nuisance within a two-year
period, pursuant to the County Nuisance Abatement Board.
(b)
In order for an extension to comply to be applied for any tenant, occupant, or owner, the County shall require
said tenant, occupant, or owner, to execute an inspection agreement to provide for access to the dwelling unit at
a reasonable time for an inspection within 30 days of a violation of sections 404.4, 404.4.1, 404.4.2, 404.4.3,
404.4.4, 404.4.5, Table 404.5, 404.5.1, 404.5.2, and/or 404.6 of the Housing Code.
"404.5.1 Sleeping Area. The minimum occupancy area required by Table 404.5 shall not be included as a
sleeping area in determining the minimum occupancy area for sleeping purposes. Sleeping areas shall comply
with Section 404.4."
"404.5.2 Combined Spaces. Combined living room and dining room spaces shall comply with the requirements
of Table 404.5 if the total area is equal to that required for separate rooms and if the space is located so as to
function as a combination living room/dining room."
(d)
Section 404.6, entitled "Efficiency unit," is reads as follows:
"404.6 Efficiency Unit. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an efficiency living unit from meeting the
following requirements:
1.
A unit occupied by not more than one occupant shall have a minimum clear floor area of 120 square feet (11.2 m
2 ). A unit occupied by not more than two occupants shall have a minimum clear floor area of 170 square feet
(15.7 m 2 ). A unit occupied by not more than three occupants shall have a minimum clear floor area of 220
square feet (20.4 m 2 ). These required areas shall be exclusive of the areas required by Items 2 and 3.
2.
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The unit shall be provided with a kitchen sink, cooking appliance and refrigeration facilities, each having a
minimum clear working space of 30 inches (762 mm) in front. Light and ventilation conforming to this code
shall be provided.
3.
The unit shall be provided with a separate bathroom containing a water closet, lavatory and bathtub or shower.
4.
The maximum number of occupants shall be three."
(e)
Section 404.7.1 is added to read as follows:
"404.7.1 Cooking facilities. Every dwelling unit shall contain cooking facilities for the purpose of preparation of
food, and such facilities shall be properly installed and operated and kept in a clean and sanitary condition."
(f)
Section 404.7.2 is added to read as follows:
"404.7.2 Refrigerator for food preservation. Every dwelling unit shall contain a refrigeration unit adequate for
the temporary preservation of perishable foods. Such unit shall be capable of maintaining an average
temperature below forty-five (45) degrees Fahrenheit. All installations and repairs shall be made in accordance
with the provisions of the Building Code, Plumbing Code, Electrical Code, and any other appropriate laws or
regulations. The occupant of the dwelling unit shall keep all supplied refrigeration units in a clean and sanitary
condition and shall be responsible for the exercise of reasonable care in their proper use and operation."
(g)
Section 404.7.3 is added to read as follows:
"404.7.3 Cooking equipment. All cooking equipment, components, and accessories shall be maintained free
from leaks and obstructions and kept functioning properly so as to be free from fire, health, and accident
hazards. Portable cooking equipment employing flame is prohibited for indoor use. The occupant of the dwelling
unit shall keep all supplies and cooking equipment in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for
the exercise of reasonable care in their proper use and operation."
(CB-39-2001; CB-37-2017)
Sec. 13-124. - Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Requirements; Section 502, Required Facilities.
(a)
Section 502.3, entitled "Hotels," is deleted in its entirety.
(b)
Section 502.4, entitled "Employees' facilities," is deleted in its entirety.
(c)
Section 502.4.1, entitled "Drinking facilities," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-125. - Same; Section 503, Toilet Rooms.
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(a)
Section 503.2 is amended to read as follows:
"503.2 Location. Toilet rooms and bathrooms serving rooming units or dormitory units shall have access by
traversing not more than one flight of stairs and shall have access from a common hall or passageway."
(b)
Section 503.3, entitled "Location of employee toilet facilities," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-126. - Same; Section 505, Water System.
Section 505.4 is amended to read as follows:
"505.4 Water heating facilities. Water heating facilities shall be properly installed, maintained, and capable of
providing an adequate amount of water to be drawn at every required sink, lavatory, bathtub, shower, and
laundry facility at a temperature of not less than 120 degrees Fahrenheit. However, fixtures equipped with scald
prevention valves shall be installed and adjusted to deliver water at a temperature of not more than 110 degrees
Fahrenheit. A gas-burning water heater shall not be located in any bathroom, toilet room, bedroom, or other
occupied room normally kept closed, unless adequate combustion air is provided. An approved combination
temperature and pressure-relief valve and relief valve discharge pipe shall be properly installed and maintained
on water heaters."
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-127. - Mechanical and Electrical Requirements; Section 602, Heating Facilities.
(a)
Section 602.2 is amended to read as follows:
"602.2 Residential occupancies. Dwellings shall be provided with heating facilities capable of maintaining a
room temperature of seventy (70) degrees Fahrenheit in all habitable rooms, bathrooms, and toilet rooms based
on the winter outdoor design temperature for the locality indicated in Appendix D of the International Plumbing
Code. Cooking appliances shall not be used to provide space heating to meet the requirements of this Section."
(b)
Section 602.3 is amended to read as follows:
"602.3 Heat supply. Every owner and operator of any building who rents, leases, or lets one (1) or more dwelling
unit, rooming unit, dormitory, or guest room on terms, either expressed or implied, to furnish heat to the
occupants thereof shall supply heat during the period from September 15 to May 15 to maintain a temperature of
not less than seventy (70) degrees Fahrenheit in all habitable rooms, bathrooms, and toilet rooms.
Exception: When the outdoor temperature is below the winter outdoor design temperature for the locality,
maintenance of the minimum room temperature shall not be required provided that the heating system is
operating at its full design capacity. The winter outdoor design temperature for the locality shall be as indicated
in Appendix D of the International Plumbing Code."
(c)
Section 602.4, entitled "Occupiable work spaces," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-128. - Referenced Standards.
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Chapter 8, entitled "Referenced Standards," is deleted in its entirety.
(CB-39-2001)
Sec. 13-129. through Sec. 13-132. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - HOUSING AUTHORITY.
Sec. 13-133. - Determination of need.
It is found and determined that the enumerated conditions for the establishment of a housing authority, as set
forth in Article 44A, Section 4, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957, have been found to exist in the
County.
(Gen. Res. No. 19-1967)
Editor's note— CR-135-1984 approved the Housing Policy for the County.
CR-139-1984 expressed the County's approval of Home and Energy Loans by the Maryland Community
development Administration.
CR-138-1985 adopted the County Housing Development Program.
CR-217-1985 approved the 1986 Housing Strategy.
Sec. 13-134. - Name of County Authority.
The name of the County housing authority shall be "Housing Authority for Prince George's County."
(Gen. Res. No. 19-1967)
DIVISION 3. - LANDLORD-TENANT REGULATIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 13-135. - Legislative findings.
The Council finds that there is often unequal bargaining power between landlords and tenants; that the common
law principles pursuant to which leases are interpreted as grants of right of possession rather than mutual and
dependent covenants are ill-suited and inappropriate when applied to modern residential property; that in order
to facilitate fair and equitable arrangements, foster the development of housing which will meet the minimum
standards of the present day, and promote the health, safety and welfare of the people, it is necessary and
appropriate that this County provide certain minimum rights and remedies, obligations and prohibitions for
landlords and tenants in the use and occupancy of certain kinds of rental facilities.
(CB-152-1972)
Sec. 13-136. - Purposes and policies.
(a)
This Division shall be liberally construed and applied to promote its underlying purposes and policies.
(b)
The underlying purposes and policies of this Division are to:
(1)
1403/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Supplement the Public General Law governing the rental of dwelling units;
(2)
Encourage landlords and tenants to maintain and improve the quality of housing in this County;
(3)
Assure fair and equitable relations between landlords and tenants insofar as any rights and remedies granted
under this Division are not used by landlords and tenants as a means of harassment;
(4)
Revise the common law of landlord and tenant to serve more realistically the needs of an urban society
developing within the County.
(CB-152-1972; CB-60-1986)
Sec. 13-137. - Applicability of Article.
Subject to any Public General State Laws to the contrary, including, but not limited to, the Real Property Article
of the Annotated Code of Maryland, this Division shall regulate and determine legal rights, remedies, and
obligations of the parties and the beneficiaries of any lease agreement concerning any multifamily rental facility
consisting of a building containing three (3) or more rental dwelling units within this County or any singlefamily rental facility consisting of a building containing one (1) or more rental dwelling units. Any lease
agreement entered into after July 1, 1973, shall be unenforceable hereunder insofar as the agreement or any
provision thereof conflicts with any provision of this Division. Such unenforceability shall not affect other
provisions of the agreement which can be given effect without such unenforceable provision. The provisions of
this Division shall apply to all subsequent terms of leases, which terms commence after July 1, 1973.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-64-1993)
Sec. 13-138. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division (and Division 4):
(1)
Affected Tenant shall mean any tenant whose health, safety, or welfare is, or reasonably may be, impaired by a
defective tenancy.
(1.1)
Age restricted senior housing means any senior facility and/or building that has an age restriction of fifty-five
(55) years and older for a lease to live in the facility and/or building.
(2)
Bona fide complaint, response, or effort shall mean a complaint or response or effort made in good faith
regarding alleged violations of this Division.
(3)
Days shall mean calendar days unless otherwise specified.
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(4)
Defective Tenancy shall mean any condition in a single-family rental facility or a multifamily rental facility or
matter related to its maintenance, use, or occupancy which constitutes a violation of the terms of the lease or any
provision of this Division, or constitutes a violation of any applicable Federal, State, County, or municipal law,
regulation, or code reasonably related to the maintenance, use, or occupancy of the single-family rental facility
or the multifamily rental facility.
(5)
Director shall mean the Director of the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or
designee.
(6)
Dwelling Unit shall mean one (1) or more rooms arranged for the use of one (1) or more individuals living
together as a single housekeeping unit, with cooking, living, sanitary, and sleeping facilities as defined by the
County Housing Code.
(7)
Landlord shall mean the legal and equitable owner(s) of a property, or any portion thereof, used or to be used as
a single-family rental facility or a multifamily rental facility and shall include, without limitation, a mortgagee,
vendee, contract purchaser, assignee of rents, receiver, trustee, executor, personal representative, lessee, or any
person, firm, or corporation who manages the multifamily rental facility by contractual agreement with the
owner.
(8)
Lease shall mean any written agreement which establishes or modifies the terms, conditions, rules, regulations,
or any other provisions concerning the maintenance, use, and occupancy of a rental dwelling unit.
(9)
Multifamily Rental Facility shall mean any building, structure, or combination of related buildings, structures,
and appurtenances, operated as a single entity, housing cooperative ("COOP"), or a condominium, in which the
landlord provides for a consideration three (3) or more rental dwelling units; but shall not be construed to mean
any transient facilities such as boarding houses, tourist homes, inns, motels, hotels, school dormitories, hospitals
or medical facilities, any other facilities operated for religious or eleemosynary purposes, continuing care
facilities regulated by the State pursuant to Article 70B of the Maryland Annotated Code, and projects
authorized under 10 U.S.C. 2828, which allows the U.S. Government to lease housing facilities at or near a
military installation for assignment, without rental charge, as family housing for members of the Armed Forces.
(10)
Notice shall mean a written notice unless otherwise specified.
(11)
Tenant shall mean any person who occupies a rental dwelling unit for living or dwelling purposes.
(11.1)
Tenant With Substantial Loss of Income shall mean any person who occupies:
(A)
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a rental dwelling unit for living or dwelling purposes; and
(B)
tenant shall mean an existing tenant and does not include a prospective tenant; and
(C)
this new provision is provided for tenants that are able to provide proof through documentation or other
objectively verifiable means, that the tenant suffered a Substantial Loss of Income and are therefore unable to
make rent payments as a result of the emergency, as defined by the Governor of the State of Maryland's
Executive Order Number 20-04-30-01, 20-03-30-01 and 20-05-13-01, as amended and extended by the
Governor, and under Section 143A-02 of the Public Safety Article of the Maryland Code.
(12)
Single-Family Rental Facility shall mean any building, structure, or combination of related buildings, structures,
and appurtenances operated as a single entity or a condominium, in which the landlord provides, for a
consideration, one or more rental dwelling units not licensable under the Multifamily Rental Facility provisions;
but shall not be construed to mean any transient facilities such as boarding houses, tourist homes, inns, motels,
hotels, school dormitories, hospitals or medical facilities, or any other facilities operated for religious or
eleemosynary purposes, and projects authorized under 10 U.S.C. 2828, which allows the U.S. Government to
lease housing facilities at or near a military installation for assignment, without rental charge, as family housing
for members of the Armed Force.
(13)
Senior lessee means a person at least fifty-five (55) years of age at the time the lease or renewal is offered.
(14)
Emergency shall mean the catastrophic health emergency declared by the Governor of Maryland on March 5,
2020, as amended or extended by the Governor, by Executive Order Number 20-03-30-01, 20-04-03-01, 20-0513-01 and under Section 14-3A-02 of the Public Safety Article of the Maryland Code.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-119-1978; CB-81-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-60-1986; CB-79-1992; CB-641993; CB-7-1994; CB-56-1995; CB-39-2001; CB-18-2013; CB-59-2015; CB-16-2020; CR-60-2020; CB-522020)
Sec. 13-139. - Rent Increases-Limitations and Late Fees or Penalties During Certain Emergencies - Prohibited.
(a)
From the date of adoption, a landlord shall not:
(1)
increase rent in an amount that exceeds two-point six percent (2.6%) per annum of the existing rent amount for
any tenant not suffering a loss of income because of the emergency; or
(2)
increase rent for a tenant with substantial loss of income.
(b)
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A landlord shall not issue notice of a rent increase, late fees or penalties during an emergency and within 90 days
after the expiration of an emergency.
(CB-16-2020; CR-60-2020; CB-52-2020; CB-78-2020)
Sec. 13-140. - Notices of rent adjustments and Rent Payment Plans During the Emergency.
During an emergency, and within 90 days after the expiration of the emergency, a landlord:
(a)
shall not notify a tenant with substantial loss of income of a rent increase; or
(b)
shall inform a tenant with substantial loss of income in writing to disregard any notice of a rent increase if:
(1)
the landlord provided the notice to the tenant with substantial loss of income prior to the emergency; and
(2)
the effective date of the increase would occur on or after the date the emergency began; and
(c)
may offer rent payment plans, in writing, to tenants with substantial loss of income.
(CB-16-2020; CR-60-2020; CB-52-2020; CB-78-2020)
Sec. 13-141. - Late fees or penalties - when prohibited.
(a)
A landlord shall not charge late fees if they apply to payments required during the emergency.
(b)
A landlord shall not charge penalties during the emergency.
(c)
A landlord shall inform a tenant in writing to disregard any late fee or penalty notice if the landlord provided the
notice to the tenant during the emergency.
(d)
A landlord may charge the costs of return check fees.
(CB-16-2020)
Sec. 13-142. - Notice of prohibition of certain rent increases, limitations on the rate of certain rent increases, late
fees and penalties.
(a)
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Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and Department of Permitting Inspection and
Enforcement (DPIE) shall provide information about the requirements of this Subdivision on their respective
websites, including the date that the emergency expires, and the date that is 90 days after the expiration of the
emergency.
(b)
DHCD and DPIE shall post notice to license holders of the prohibition of rent increases for a tenant that has not
suffered a substantial loss of income as defined in CB-16-2020 and CB-52-2020, evictions, late fees or penalties
and the two-point six percent (2.6%) per annum limit on rent increases for any tenant that has not suffered a
substantial loss of income, within 15 days of the enactment of this bill.
(c)
The DPIE shall exercise the enforcement authority provided pursuant to Sec. 13-102 of Subtitle 13 and Sec. 1123 of Subtitle 1 of this Code:
(1)
This enforcement authority shall include the authority to impose fines for violations of the provisions of this
subtitle, including:
(2)
The authority to impose a penalty in the amount of $500 for the first violation of the provisions of Sec. 13-139
through 13-142 of this Subtitle; and
(3)
The authority to impose a penalty in the amount of $1000 for any subsequent violation of the provisions of Sec.
13-139 through 13-142 of this Subtitle; and
(4)
Any penalty collected shall be distributed to the general fund.
(CB-16-2020; CB-78-2020)
Sec. 13-143. - Evictions are Prohibited for Non-Payment of Rent.
(a)
A landlord shall not evict for non-payment of rent by a tenant that occupies a dwelling unit for living or dwelling
purposes;
(b)
this new provision shall apply to any pending eviction proceedings not initiated before the COVID 19
emergency.
(c)
As a result, any pending eviction proceedings, for non-payment of rent, not initiated before the COVID 19
emergency shall be suspended until the duration of the emergency; and
(d)
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new complaints filed against tenants for failure to pay rent shall be prohibited during the duration of the
emergency;
(e)
this new provision applies from date of the Governor of the State of Maryland's Executive Order Number 20-0403-01 until August 31, 2020.
(CB-16-2020)
Sec. 13-144. through Sec. 13-152. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 2. - LANDLORD-TENANT CODE.
Sec. 13-153. - Maintenance of property; landlord's responsibility.
(a)
The landlord shall expressly warrant that at all times during the tenancy he will comply with all applicable
provisions of any Federal, State, County, or municipal statute, Code, regulations, or ordinance governing the
maintenance, construction, use, or appearance of the dwelling unit and the property of which it is a part.
(b)
The landlord shall be obligated to maintain all facilities supplied with the leased dwelling unit and/or as
enumerated in the lease. The landlord may, however, promulgate written rules to be consistent with the lease
governing the use of the leased dwelling unit and the property of which it is a part, so long as the rules are
reasonable and are not in violation of the applicable provisions of any Federal, State, County, or municipal law
cited above and/or are not inconsistent with the provisions of the lease. The tenant shall be notified in writing of
any changes in the aforesaid rules.
(c)
Any landlord operating three or more rental units in the same facility shall be obligated to maintain a 24-hour
telephone number and/or answering service where tenants may contact the landlord in the event of an emergency
affecting the health, safety, or welfare of any tenant or any property thereof. The landlord shall notify all tenants
of the number in writing and by posting the number in a conspicuous place. The emergency number shall also be
included in all leases executed after the effective date hereof. In the event of a change of the 24-hour emergency
number, the landlord shall promptly notify all tenants of such change.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-59-1978; CB-119-1978; CB-81-1983; CB-79-1992)
Sec. 13-154. - Landlord to supply possession.
The landlord shall assure the tenant that the tenant may peaceably and quietly enter upon the leased premises at
the beginning of the term of the lease. The landlord shall bear the sole responsibility for removing a holdover
tenant from the dwelling unit.
(CB-152-1972)
Sec. 13-155. - Landlord's right to access.
(a)
The tenant shall not unreasonably withhold his consent to the landlord to enter into the dwelling unit in order to
inspect the premises, make necessary repairs, decorations, alternations or improvements, supply services as
agreed, or exhibit the dwelling unit to prospective purchasers, mortgagees or tenants.
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(b)
The landlord shall not abuse his right to access nor use it in any way to harass the tenant. Except in the event of
an emergency, affecting the health, safety, or welfare of the landlord or any tenant or any property thereof, the
landlord shall give the tenant at least twenty-four (24) hours written or oral notice of his intent to enter and shall
enter only during normal business hours or at such other time as is mutually agreed to by the landlord and the
tenant.
(c)
In the event that the tenant is absent from the dwelling unit at the time of entry, the landlord shall supply the
tenant, within twenty-four (24) hours after the entry, with a written report of the entry, setting forth the purpose
of the entry and the details of any repair, decoration, alteration or improvement.
(d)
The abuse of access rights by either the landlord or the tenant shall be a basis for the termination of the lease by
the affected party.
Sec. 13-155.01. - Tenant's right to read meters.
(a)
The landlord shall not withhold the right of tenants to access utility meters within leased premises having
individual utility meters for gas, electricity, water or other services which are billed to the tenant by individual
unit.
(b)
Access to meters within secured areas shall be arranged by appointment at the request of the tenant to the
landlord or designated representative. Such appointments shall be requested at least three (3) working days in
advance and shall be scheduled during normal business hours.
(CB-106-1984)
Sec. 13-156. - Tenant's duties.
(a)
Each tenant shall comply with all obligations imposed upon him by the lease agreement and by applicable
provisions of all State and County statutes, codes, regulations and ordinances, and in particular:
(1)
Keep that part of the premises which he occupies and uses clean and sanitary;
(2)
Dispose from his dwelling unit all rubbish, garbage, and other organic and flammable waste, in a clean and
sanitary manner;
(3)
Keep all plumbing fixtures as clean and sanitary as their condition permits;
(4)
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Properly use and operate all electrical and plumbing fixtures;
(5)
Prevent any person on the premises with his permission to willfully or wantonly destroy, deface, damage, impair
or remove any part of the structure or dwelling unit or the facilities, equipment or appurtenances thereto, nor
himself do any such thing;
(6)
Comply with all legal covenants and rules which the landlord can demonstrate are reasonably necessary for the
preservation of the property and persons of the landlord, other tenants, or any other person;
(7)
Refrain from interfering with the rights of other tenants to peacefully enjoy the use and occupancy of the
premises;
(8)
Provide to the landlord a copy of the key necessary to gain access to the premises if locks have been added,
altered or changed by the tenant from the date of the lease agreement.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977)
Sec. 13-157. - Condition report on premises.
(a)
If the landlord imposes a security deposit, he shall promptly deliver to the tenant, upon written request, a report
setting forth all damages existing within the leased dwelling unit, pursuant to the Real Property Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland. The request shall be made within fifteen (15) days of the tenant's occupancy of the
leased dwelling unit. The tenant shall, if he disagrees with the report, serve on the landlord a statement of his
own, setting forth any variations, within five (5) days after he receives the report. Failure by the landlord to
provide the tenant with such a report shall make the landlord liable to the tenant for threefold the amount of the
security deposit.
(b)
The landlord shall be presumed to be responsible for any damages noted in the condition report and any
variations noted therein, unless proof of repairs is shown.
(c)
Any defective condition within the leased dwelling unit which comes to the tenant's attention, which he has
reason to believe is unknown to the landlord, shall be reported to the landlord within forty-eight (48) hours.
Where the defective condition may cause serious damage to person or property, it shall be reported to the
landlord immediately.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977)
Sec. 13-158. - Late fees.
The landlord shall be entitled to charge a late fee of not more than one percent (1%) of the total monthly rental
payment per day for each day the tenant is late, commencing with the sixth (6th) day of the period for which rent
is due and being paid, not to exceed a total of five percent (5%) of the total monthly rental payment. However, if
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the tenant receives public assistance pursuant to Sections 48, 65A, 65B, and 65C of Article 88A of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, and the public assistance check has not been mailed to the tenant by the State
Department of Human Services on or before the date the rent is due, the landlord shall be entitled to charge the
late fee commencing on the sixth (6th) day after the day the public assistance check was actually mailed. It shall
be the responsibility of each tenant who receives public assistance to inform the landlord, in writing, that the
public assistance check was mailed later than the day upon which the rent was due, and to provide reasonable,
satisfactory evidence to establish this fact. In the case of leases under which the rent is paid in weekly rental
installments, a penalty of Three Dollars ($3.00) may be charged for the late payment of rent. However, no late
penalties for rent paid under a lease providing for weekly rental installments shall constitute, in the aggregate,
more than Twelve Dollars ($12.00) per month. Provided further, that in no event should the landlord demand the
payment of any fees or other charges except rent, court filing fees, and court awarded costs as a condition
precedent to allowing the tenant to exercise his right to redeem the leased dwelling unit as provided for by the
Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; provided, however, that the foregoing shall not apply
to any tenant against whom three (3) judgments of possession have been entered for rent due and unpaid in the
twelve (12) months prior to the initiation of the action to which the foregoing would otherwise apply. The
landlord shall be entitled to recover only those costs and/or filing fees actually incurred. If requested in writing,
the landlord shall provide the tenant with a written statement of charges actually incurred, to include the District
Court (Landlord-Tenant) case number and a copy of the complaint form. Any such request by the tenant must be
made within thirty (30) days of the costs being assessed and may not cover any other request for filing costs
assessed in excess of one hundred eighty (180) days. Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to alter a
landlord's remedies to recover damages due from a tenant arising from breach of a lease or provisions of law.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-137-1981; CB-132-1983; CB-60-1986; CB-79-1992)
Sec. 13-159. - Security deposits; amounts; escrow accounts; interest.
(a)
A security deposit is any advance or deposit of money given to the landlord by the tenant for the purpose of
securing the performance of the rental agreement or any part thereof.
(b)
A landlord shall not impose a security deposit in excess of the equivalent of two (2) months' rent or Fifty Dollars
($50.00), whichever is greater, per dwelling unit, regardless of the number of tenants.
(1)
If the landlord charges more than the equivalent of two (2) months' rent or Fifty Dollars ($50.00), whichever is
greater, per dwelling unit, as a security deposit, the tenant shall have the right to recover up to threefold the extra
amount so charged, plus reasonable attorney's fees.
(2)
An action under this Section may be brought at any time during the tenancy, or within two (2) years after the
lease is terminated.
(c)
The landlord shall maintain the security deposit in an interest bearing and insured escrow account in a bank or
savings and loan association located within the State of Maryland, and administer it for the benefit of the tenant.
This money shall not be commingled with any asset of the landlord and shall be identified in some manner as
security deposit escrow money. Failure to provide such information shall be cause for denial, suspension, or
revocation of the license to operate a multifamily rental facility as required by Section 13-184.
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(1)
The landlord shall give a tenant a receipt for a security deposit. The receipt shall be included as a provision in
the lease.
(2)
The landlord shall be liable to the tenant in the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) if the landlord fails to provide a
written receipt for a security deposit.
(d)
The landlord shall deposit the security deposit money within thirty (30) days after its receipt. The tenant shall be
entitled to interest earned on the deposit as provided under § 8-203 of the Real Property Article.
(e)
In the event of sale or transfer of any sort, including, but not limited to, receivership or bankruptcy, the security
deposit shall be binding on the successor in interest to the person to whom the deposit is given. Security deposits
shall be free from any attachment by creditors.
(f)
Any successor in interest shall be liable to the tenant for failure to return the security deposit together with
interest, as provided by this Section.
(g)
The landlord shall return the security deposit and interest per annum, as determined pursuant to § 8-203 of the
Real Property Article, less any damages rightfully withheld, within forty-five (45) days after the lease is
terminated.
(1)
Interest shall accrue at six (6) month intervals from the day the landlord deposits the security deposit. Interest
shall not compound.
(2)
Interest shall be payable only on security deposits of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) or more.
(3)
If the landlord fails, without a reasonable basis as specified in Subsection (h), to return all or any part of the
security deposit and that portion of the accrued interest within forty-five (45) days after the lease is terminated,
the tenant shall have the right to recover up to threefold the amount so withheld plus reasonable attorney's fees.
(h)
The tenant has the right to be present when the landlord or his agent inspects the leased dwelling unit in order to
determine if any damage was done to the leased dwelling unit, if the tenant notifies the landlord by certified mail
of his intention to move, the date of moving, and his new address. The notice to be furnished by the tenant to the
landlord shall be mailed at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of moving. Upon receipt of the notice, the
landlord shall notify the tenant by certified mail of the time and date when the leased dwelling unit is to be
inspected. The date of inspection shall occur within five (5) days before or five (5) days after the date of moving
as designated in the tenant's notice. The tenant shall be advised of his rights under this Subsection in writing at
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the time of his payment of the security deposit. Failure by the landlord to comply with this requirement forfeits
the right of the landlord to withhold any part of the security deposit for damages.
(1)
The security deposit may not be forfeited to the landlord for breach of the rental agreement, except in the
amount that the landlord is actually damaged by the breach.
(2)
In calculating damages for lost future rents, any amounts of rents received by the landlord for the leased
dwelling unit during the remainder of any of the tenant's term shall reduce the damages by a like amount.
(A)
A detailed statement of any damages or violations of the lease together with the cost actually incurred shall be
mailed by first class mail directed to the last known address of the tenant within forty-five (45) days after the
lease is terminated. The security deposit, or any portion thereof, may be withheld for unpaid rent, damage due to
breach of lease, or for damage to the leased dwelling unit by the tenant, his family, agents, employees, or social
guests in excess of ordinary wear and tear.
(B)
The failure of the landlord to inspect the leased dwelling unit or to mail a notice in accordance with paragraph
(A), above, shall cause the landlord to forfeit any right to withhold any part of the security deposit for damages.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-137-1981; CB-60-1986; CB-79-1992; CB-63-2014)
Sec. 13-160. - Retaliatory actions.
(a)
(1)
For any reason listed in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a landlord of any residential property may not:
(i)
Harass, intimidate, threaten, or otherwise interfere with a tenant's exercise of their legal rights;
(ii)
Bring or threaten to bring an action for possession against a tenant;
(iii)
Increase the rent or decrease the services to which a tenant has been entitled; or
(iv)
Terminate a periodic tenancy.
(2)
A landlord may not take an action that is listed under paragraph (1) of this subsection for any of the following
reasons:
1414/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(i)
Because the tenant or the tenant's agent has complained, in good faith, to the landlord or to any public agency
concerning the tenant's rights, specific housing deficiencies, an alleged violation of the lease, a violation of law,
or a condition on the leased premises that is a substantial threat to the health or safety of occupants to
1.
The landlord; or
2.
Any public agency against the landlord;
(ii)
Because the tenant or the tenant's agent has:
1.
Consulted an attorney on any matter involving tenant's rights or specific housing violations; or
2.
Filed a lawsuit against the landlord; or
3.
Testified or participated in a lawsuit involving the landlord.
(iii)
Because the tenant has participated in any tenants' organization.
(3)
A landlord shall not evict or attempt to evict, or take any other retaliatory action against any tenant who
exercises any rights conferred upon the tenant by law or any tenant who assists another tenant in exercising
those rights.
(b)
(1)
A landlord's violation of subsection (a) of this section is a "retaliatory action".
(2)
A tenant may raise a retaliatory action of a landlord:
(i)
In defense to an action for possession; or
(ii)
As an affirmative claim for damages resulting from a retaliatory action of a landlord occurring during a tenancy.
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(c)
If in any proceeding the court finds in favor of the tenant because the landlord engaged in a retaliatory action,
the court may enter judgment against the landlord for damages not to exceed the equivalent of 3 months' rent,
reasonable attorney fees, and court costs.
(d)
The relief provided under this section is conditioned on the tenant being current on the rent due and owing to the
landlord at the time of the alleged retaliatory action, unless the tenant withholds rent in accordance with the lease
or pursuant to law.
(e)
An action by a landlord may not be deemed to be retaliatory for purposes of this section if the alleged retaliatory
action occurs more than 6 months after a tenant's action that is protected under subsection (a)(2) of this section.
(f)
As long as a landlord's termination of a tenancy is not the result of a retaliatory action, nothing in this section
may be interpreted to alter the landlord's or the tenant's rights to terminate or not renew a tenancy.
(CB-85-2017)
Sec. 13-161. - Lease agreement; conditions.
(a)
As a condition precedent to the leasing of a dwelling unit in a multifamily rental facility and in age restricted
senior housing in this County, there shall be either an oral lease between the landlord and tenant, where such an
oral lease is allowable under Maryland law, or a written lease evidencing the understanding of the parties which
shall be executed by both the landlord and the tenant.
(b)
The lease shall be subject to the following conditions:
(1)
If the lease is in writing, it shall be executed in duplicate, one (1) copy of which shall be provided to the tenant at
the time of execution.
(2)
The lease shall be for an initial term as shall be specified and renewable for such additional term, if any, as shall
be specified, except as provided under Section 13-166. Such renewing shall be at the tenant's option. All terms
and conditions of renewals shall be the same as for the initial term, except as provided under Section 13-166 or
as may be otherwise agreed to by the parties, and except for lawful rent increases.
(3)
The lease shall specify any restrictions on use by the tenant of the leased premises and the property of which it is
a part and further specify any attendant rights to the use of the leased premises and the property of which it is a
part , which may include, but not be limited to, parking lot and swimming pool privileges.
(CB-152-1972; CB-113-1977; CB-122-1977; CB-79-1992; CB-59-2015)
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Sec. 13-162. - Contents of written lease agreement.
(a)
In addition to the provisions of Section 13-161, each written lease agreement shall contain the following:
(1)
An acknowledgement of the landlord's and the tenant's collateral responsibility for maintenance of the leased
premises as defined in Sections 13-153 and 13-156.
(2)
A provision for notice to be required to quit the premises.
(3)
A provision acknowledging the landlord's duty to furnish to the tenant upon termination of the lease an
itemization of any damages chargeable to the tenant.
(4)
A provision enumerating the number of persons authorized to occupy the premises, not to include occasional
guests. For purposes of this Section, "occasional guest" shall mean any person who, with the tenant's consent,
temporarily occupies the premises for not more than fifteen (15) consecutive days.
(5)
An itemization of all equipment provided by the landlord to the tenant, which shall include, but shall not be
limited to, heat, water, and hot water, and which may include, but not be limited to, air-conditioning, washer,
dryer, humidifier, dehumidifier, dishwasher, and garbage disposal.
(6)
An itemization of all services to be provided by the landlord to the tenant of whatsoever kind, which shall
include, but shall not be limited to, maintenance of the grounds and provisions for trash removal.
(7)
An express warranty of habitability as defined in Section 13-153.
(8)
A provision whereby the tenant is permitted a grace period of five (5) days for the payment of his rent as
provided in Section 13-158.
(9)
A "nonretaliation" provision as set forth in Section 8-208 of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(10)
A provision acknowledging the landlord's responsibility to provide written receipts for security deposit money
pursuant to Section 13-159 and all cash monies received from the tenant.
(11)
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A provision acknowledging rent escrow as a lawful tenant remedy.
(12)
A provision permitting the tenant to sublease subject to the prior written approval of the landlord.
(13)
A provision setting forth the security deposit (if any) to be required and the interest thereon to be paid, in
compliance with Section 13-159.
(14)
A provision acknowledging the right of any tenant who is blind or deaf to keep and maintain a dog, certified as
being specially trained to aid the tenant in his handicap, of the tenant's choice within the leased dwelling unit, the
rental facility and all other related structures in accordance with applicable laws.
(15)
A provision informing the tenant that the landlord does not carry any insurance on the tenants' personal
possessions and if the tenant wishes to be insured an insurance carrier which provides renter's insurance should
be contacted. The landlord will require the tenant to initial this provision.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-60-1986; CB-79-1992)
Sec. 13-162.00.01. - Use of apartment for drug activities prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person, tenant, landlord, landlord agent, management staff and/or property owner to
knowingly, sublease, assign, transfer possession, or permit use of an apartment for the purposes of any violation
of the Controlled Dangerous Substance Laws of the State of Maryland and/or of Prince George's County.
(b)
Anyone who violates this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor per apartment, per occurrence and, upon
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for not more
than six (6) months for each offense.
(CB-25-1989; CB-59-2016)
Sec. 13-162.00.02. - Use of apartment for prostitution including human sex trafficking and human labor
trafficking prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person, tenant, landlord, landlord agent, management staff and/or property owner to
knowingly sublease, assign, transfer possession, or permit use of an apartment for the purposes of any violation
of the Prostitution Laws, including human sex trafficking and human labor trafficking laws of the State of
Maryland and/or Prince George's County.
(b)
Anyone who violates this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor per apartment, per occurrence and, upon
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for not more
than six (6) months for each offense.
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(CB-59-2016; CB-15-2019)
Sec. 13-162.00.03. - Inquiries, complaints.
(a)
Any inquiries and/or complaints regarding prostitution and/or human sex or human labor trafficking to the
Prince George's County 311 Call Center shall be directed to the enforcing agencies of the County, including the
Office of Human Rights.
(b)
Upon request, the Office of Human Rights shall make available to property owners and landlords of rental
properties requesting the information and/or the inquiries or complaints received regarding their rental
properties.
(c)
The Office of Human Rights shall make available resources regarding prostitution and/or human sex or human
labor trafficking to property owners and landlords of rental properties.
(CB-59-2016; CB-15-2019; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 13-162.00.04. - Human Sex and Human Labor Trafficking; Voluntary Registration, Training, and
Certification.
(a)
Any person who is a property owner, landlord, landlord agent, or management staff that operates an apartment
rental within the County shall be offered voluntary training for management employees on how to identify
human sex and human labor trafficking activities and human sex and human labor trafficking victims.
(b)
An owner and a manager of an apartment rental within the County may voluntarily register for human sex and
human labor trafficking training with the Office of Human Rights. If an entity is owned by a corporation, the
registered agent of the owner may register with the Office of Human Rights.
(c)
Any voluntary registration shall be updated by the Office of Human Rights by the end of the 30th day after
registration with the Office of Human Rights.
(d)
The Office of Human Rights, in collaboration with the Prince George's County Police Department, will provide
voluntary training on human sex trafficking and human labor trafficking consisting of training for management
staff of an apartment rental within the County at the cost of the participating apartment owners.
(e)
Beginning on July 1, 2017, apartment rentals identified in Sec. 13-162.00.04(a), may voluntarily biennially
certify to the Office of Human Rights that management staff has completed the voluntary training. The Office of
Human Rights shall issue regulations prescribing the process for biennial certification within sixty (60) days
after the effective date of this Act except for human labor trafficking, which certification process shall be
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completed at a later date. The same training requirements apply for human labor trafficking except for the
above-referenced dates in this subsection.
(CB-59-2016; CB-15-2019; CB-12-2021)
Sec. 13-162.01. - Rental facilities in flood areas; notice to prospective tenants.
(a)
When the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement determines that any part of a multifamily
rental facility, including the parking area thereof, is within the one hundred (100) year floodplain, as defined in
the Building Code of Prince George's County, and is so designated on a Flood Hazard Area Boundary Map
furnished by the Federal Insurance Administration of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
or the Flood Plain maps of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or is otherwise so determined as being within the
one hundred (100) year floodplain, as defined in the Building Code of Prince George's County, then the Director
shall be provided with a property plat, aerial photo, or other graphic depiction showing that portion of the
multifamily rental facility, including the parking area thereof, situated within the Flood Hazard Boundary,
provided that if the Landlord has obtained from a professional engineer registered in the State of Maryland a
certification that a building and the parking area normally used by tenants therein is not within the one hundred
(100) year floodplain, which certification shall be based upon a detailed comprehensive floodplain study
prepared by a public authority or an independent study prepared by such engineer, and which independent study
shall be presented to and accepted by the Director, the building and the parking area shall be exempt from the
provisions of this Section. The Director in turn shall immediately notify the landlord who, upon receipt of the
notification, shall include one of the following acknowledgements in any future lease for any tenant who would
occupy any building situated within the Flood Hazard Boundary, or who would normally utilize a parking or
storage facility area any portion of which is situated within the Flood Hazard Boundary, such parking areas to be
clearly posted to alert those using it that the parking area is subject to flooding:
(1)
In the event of heavy rainfall the unit you are to occupy and/or the motor vehicle parking area and/or the
separate storage facility (as the case may be) are situated within a Flood Hazard Area boundary and may be
subject to flooding which could damage personal belongings and motor vehicles. Because of potential loss, you
may be eligible for U.S. Government subsidized flood insurance on the personal belongings in your apartment
building. Because of this danger of loss of your personal belongings due to flooding, you should consider
acquiring flood insurance which may be purchased from most insurance agents.
(A)
Damage to motor vehicles is not covered by such insurance; therefore, you should also determine whether you
have proper motor vehicle insurance to cover loss due to damage of your motor vehicle resulting from flooding
in the area.
(B)
The tenant acknowledges reading and understanding the foregoing warning concerning flooding and the
availability of flood insurance, and hereby assumes the risk of loss which may result from such flooding.
Tenant's signature
or
(2)
A professional engineer registered in the State of Maryland has certified that (strike the phrases that do not
apply) the apartment unit you are to occupy - the first floor and basement of the building in which your unit is
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located - a portion of the facility's parking area in which you would normally park your motor vehicle - (is)(are)
situated within an area which has been designated as being within the one hundred (100) year floodplain and
therefore may be subject to flooding. You may, therefore, be eligible for subsidized, low cost U.S. Government
flood insurance on your personal belongings located in the building. Accordingly, you may wish to consider
acquiring such insurance which may be purchased from insurance agents.
(A)
Damage to motor vehicles is not covered by Government subsidized flood insurance. You should determine
whether you have proper motor vehicle insurance to cover loss due to damage of your motor vehicle resulting
from flooding when your vehicle is parked in an area where flooding occurs.
(B)
The tenant acknowledges reading and understanding the foregoing warning concerning flooding and the
availability of flood insurance, and hereby assumes the risk of loss which may result from such flooding.
Tenant's signature
(b)
Such acknowledgement may be in the form of an attachment or, if included in the lease form, it shall be
distinctly set apart from any other provisions of the lease with a space provided for a written acknowledgement
that the tenant is aware of the flood risk. Any such lease not accompanied by the foregoing acknowledgement,
and either the tenant's signature or witnessed mark specifically and independently related to the
acknowledgement, shall be unenforceable by the landlord.
(c)
Within five days after receipt of notification from the Director, the landlord shall furnish all tenants occupying
dwelling units in premises within the Flood Hazard Area Boundary, or utilizing a parking or separate storage
facility within the Flood Hazard Area Boundary, with a written warning in the above stated form (1) or (2)
without the statement relating to the assumption of risk, and obtain the tenant's signature as prescribed herein.
(d)
Any landlord electing to provide the notice specified under subparagraph (2) shall obtain through the services of
a professional engineer registered in the State of Maryland the data required for completion of the notice.
(CB-184-1975; CB-64-1976; CB-81-1983; CB-60-1986; CB-79-1992; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-162.02. - Equipment provided by the landlord.
The owner of each dwelling or dwelling unit must assure compliance with the following standards during human
habitation:
(a)
Equipment which is provided by the landlord shall be properly installed, connected, and maintained, and shall be
capable of adequately performing the function for which it was designed.
(b)
Air conditioning in rental housing. Except when required for reasonable maintenance and repair, if the landlord
supplies air conditioning units or a central air conditioning system, it shall be maintained in a safe and good
working condition. Safe and good working condition shall mean that between June 1 and September 30:
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(1)
Each owner of rental housing where cooling is not under the control of the tenant shall maintain a temperature of
no more than 80 degrees Fahrenheit (80°F) in each habitable space at a distance of three (3) feet above floor
level, above the floor near the center of the room and two (2) feet inward from the center of each exterior wall;
and
(2)
Each owner of rental housing where the cooling is under the control of the tenant shall provide an air
conditioning system capable of maintaining a temperature of no more than 80 degrees Fahrenheit (80°F).
(c)
Enforcement - Air Conditioning in Rental Housing. Tenants may bring complaints of violations of 13-162.02(b)
to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (DPIE). If DPIE finds that a violation has
occurred, DPIE shall impose a civil fine up to five hundred dollars ($500) for each violation.
(CB-60-1986; CB-53-2020)
Sec. 13-163. - Provisions prohibited in written lease agreement.
(a)
No written lease agreement shall contain:
(1)
Any provision containing a waiver of notice to quit.
(2)
Any provision containing a waiver of the landlord's liability for damages occasioned by the landlord's failure to
repair or maintain the leased premises, as set forth in Section 13-153.
(3)
Any incorporation by reference of a collateral agreement or provision unless a copy thereof is affixed to all
copies of the lease.
(4)
Any provision of authorization for confession of judgement for rent due.
(5)
Any provision containing a waiver of the protection afforded under this Division.
(6)
Any provision for penalty for the late payment of rent (late fee) in excess of five percent (5%) of the total
monthly rental payment as provided in Section 13-158.
(7)
Any provision containing a waiver of notice to service of process as would otherwise be provided or allowed
under State or County law.
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(8)
A provision whereby the tenant agrees to waive or forego any right or remedy provided by applicable law.
(9)
A provision providing for penalty for the late payment of rent (late fee) in excess of five percent (5%) of the
amount of rent due for the rental period for which the payment was delinquent or in the case of leases under
which the rent is paid in weekly rental installments, a provision for a penalty for the late payment of rent in
excess of Three Dollars ($3.00) per week or in the aggregate in excess of Twelve Dollars ($12.00) per month.
(10)
Any provision whereby the tenant waives his right to a jury trial.
(11)
Any provision whereby the tenant agrees to a period required for landlord's notice to quit less than that provided
by applicable law; provided, however, that neither party is prohibited hereby from agreeing to a longer notice
period than that required by applicable law.
(12)
Any provision authorizing the landlord to take possession of the leased dwelling unit, or the tenant's personal
property therein, unless the lease has been terminated by action of the parties or by operation of law, and such
personal property has been abandoned by the tenant without the benefit of formal legal process.
(b)
Any lease provision which is prohibited by terms of this section shall be unenforceable by the landlord.
(c)
If the landlord included in any lease a provision prohibited by this section or otherwise made unenforceable by
State or County law, and tenders a lease containing such a provision, or attempts to enforce and/or make known
to the tenant an intent to enforce any such provision, the tenant may recover any actual damages incurred as a
result thereof, including reasonable attorney's fees.
(d)
If any lease shall contain a provision calling for an automatic renewal of a lease term unless prior notice is given
by the party or parties seeking to terminate the lease, any such provision shall be distinctly set apart from any
other provision of the lease and provide a space for the written acknowledgement of tenant's agreement to the
automatic renewal provision, except leases containing an automatic renewal of one (1) month or less. Any such
provision not specifically accompanied by either the tenant's initials, signature, or witnessed mark, shall be
unenforceable by the landlord.
(CB-152-1972; CB-122-1977; CB-137-1981; CB-60-1986)
Sec. 13-164. - Evictions; Placement of abandoned property.
(a)
After a warrant of restitution is executed, the landlord shall dispose of the property of a tenant. In no event may
any of the tenant's property be placed on a public right-of-way or on any public property. Any property removed
from the leased premises pursuant to a properly issued warrant of restitution shall be deemed abandoned.
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(b)
If the tenant or the tenants' agent is present at the time the warrant of restitution is executed, the tenant shall be
permitted to salvage and transport the tenant's property removed from the leased premises, after the warrant of
restitution is executed, for a reasonable period of time, not to exceed four hours.
(c)
This section shall not apply to County owned property.
(CB-9-2001; CB-26-2003)
Sec. 13-164.01. - Legislative intent.
The purpose of this legislation is to address the public health concerns regarding trash collection that may arise
following an eviction. The County finds that the accumulation of garbage, litter, rubbish, abandoned property,
and/or trash following an eviction may adversely affect the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of
the County. This legislation seeks to improve public health by minimizing odor, removing unsightly garbage,
litter, rubbish, abandoned property, and/or trash in order to prevent insect and/or rodent infestation, breeding,
and feeding.
(CB-64-2016)
Sec. 13-164.02. - Evictions; notification, removal of garbage, litter, rubbish, abandoned property, and/or trash.
(a)
The Office of the Sheriff shall notify the enforcing agencies of the County of the eviction. The Office of the
Sheriff shall notify, within one business day, the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement and the
Department of Public Works and Transportation regarding the eviction.
(b)
Following an eviction, no garbage, litter, rubbish, abandoned property, and/or trash shall be placed, left, dumped
or permitted to accumulate or remain in buildings or premises in the County.
(c)
After the initial period, which is granted pursuant to Section 13-164, in which the evicted person or persons have
to remove property, the landlord has one business day following an eviction to have the garbage, litter, rubbish,
abandoned property, and/or trash from the eviction removed at the expense of the property owner. Within one
business day of receipt of a complaint that garbage, litter, rubbish, abandoned property and/or trash is not
removed the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall investigate the complaint and shall
issue a violation notice and/or citation, as deemed appropriate. For private property evictions, the Department of
Public Works and Transportation shall be designated as the responsible agency to remove garbage, litter,
rubbish, abandoned property and/or trash placed on private property after an eviction upon receipt of a clean-up
request and court order.
(CB-64-2016)
Sec. 13-164.03. - Exemption; municipal corporations.
Municipal corporations that provide trash collection services in their jurisdiction shall be exempt from the
provisions of this Act.
(CB-64-2016)
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Sec. 13-164.04. - Fines.
Any person who violates any provision of Sections 13-164.01, and/or 13-164.02 shall pay a fine of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000), per day. A tax lien may be placed on a property or properties to recoup outstanding
fines. Fine recoveries shall be dedicated to the Solid Waste Management Fund.
(CB-64-2016)
Sec. 13-164.05. - Costs.
Any person who violates any provision of Sections 13-164.01, and/or 13-164.02, shall pay the cost of removal of
trash and related expenses. A tax lien may be placed on a property or properties to recoup outstanding costs.
Cost recoveries shall be dedicated to the Solid Waste Management Fund.
Within 18-months after implementation of Sections 13-164.02, 13-164.03, 13-164.04, and 13-164.05 of this
Subtitle, a report of the actual annual number of evictions, actual annual number of trash removals after an
eviction by the county, actual annual costs, actual annual revenues, and an evaluation with projected annual
costs, projected annual revenues as well as recommendations on streamlining the enforcement process of
Sections 13-164.02, 13-164.03, 13-164.04, and 13-164.05 of this Subtitle, shall be presented to the County
Council by the enforcing agencies, which may include the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement, the Department of the Environment, and the Department of Public Works and Transportation.
(CB-64-2016)
Sec. 13-165. - Senior rental leases; authority and purpose.
The purpose of this Section is to protect the tenancies of certain County households and residents in the rental
housing market. The County Council finds that senior lessees, particularly those on limited or fixed incomes, can
experience hardships in maintaining rental housing accommodations and that it is in the best interest of public
health, safety and welfare to regulate the leasing of rental housing for seniors in the County.
(CB-59-2015)
Sec. 13-166. - Senior rental leases, offered.
(a)
On or after June 1, 2016, a landlord shall offer an initial lease or, when a current lease expires, a renewal lease,
with a lease term of at least twenty-four (24) months to a senior lessee residing in age-restricted senior housing,
unless the senior lessee agrees otherwise. Rental housing not covered in this Division includes, but is not limited
to, assisted living, care home, and nursing home facilities. The twenty-four (24) month lease or renewal lease
shall apply to senior lessees in a facility that are at least fifty-five (55) years of age at the time the lease or
renewal is offered.
(b)
The initial or renewal lease offered under Subsection (a) above shall also comply with Sections 13-161, 13-162
and 13-163 of this subdivision.
(c)
The term of new or renewal senior leases shall be for twenty-four (24) months and shall remain without fee or
rent increases for the entire period.
(d)
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Landlords are required to provide written notice to all lessees about the twenty-four month period upon entering
into a new lease or a renewal lease. The landlord must keep a record of seniors who are using the twenty-four
(24) month lease period. Any senior who waives the twenty-four (24) month lease period needs to complete a
waiver form, or have the waiver indicated on the lease, which the landlord must keep on file for three years.
(CB-59-2015)
Sec. 13-167. - Administration; notice.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement: shall, as part of the biennial license renewal
process:
(1)
provide landlords with written notice that a twenty-four (24) month requirement is in effect in their new or
renewal licenses, and
(2)
provide landlords with written notice of this Act within 30 calendar days after its effective date.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement shall use the rental license process to determine if
landlords have appropriately offered the twenty-four (24) month lease period to lessees. The Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement may deny, suspend or revoke a rental license or the renewal of a rental
license, pursuant to Sections 13-184 or 13-187 of the Code, if they find that the landlord has not offered this
lease period.
(c)
The Department of Housing and Community Development, in conjunction with the Department of Social
Services and the Office on Aging, will use HUD and other housing resources to help encourage financial literacy
and to provide housing information to seniors.
(CB-59-2015)
Sec. 13-168. through Sec. 13-179. - Reserved.
Sec. 13-180. - Alternative relief.
Nothing contained in this Division shall prevent any person from exercising any right or seeking any remedy to
which he might otherwise be entitled or from filing any complaint with any other agency, or court of law or
equity.
(CB-152-1972)
DIVISION 4. - RENTAL HOUSING.
Sec. 13-181. - License required.
(a)
No person shall conduct or operate or cause to be operated either as owner, lessee, agent, or in any other capacity
within the County any single-family rental facility or any multifamily rental facility as defined in Section 131426/3869
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138(a) without having first obtained a license as provided in this Division.
(b)
Implementation of this Division shall be established by procedures adopted by the Director.
(c)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), above, no license shall be required for a single-family rental
facility in any of the following circumstances:
(1)
If the tenant is the landlord's parent, son, daughter, sibling, grandchild, grandparent, or in-law;
(2)
If the landlord is an active member of any branch of the United States Armed Forces, Diplomatic Corps, or
Foreign Service who maintains the subject property as her or his domicile and permanent residence; or
(3)
If the landlord has been relocated for employment or education, maintains the subject property as her or his
domicile and permanent residence, and the subject property has not been leased for more than two (2)
consecutive years; or
(4)
If a buyer or a seller of a single-family dwelling enters into a Pre-Settlement Occupancy Agreement and/or a
Post-Settlement Occupancy Agreement.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-156-1977; CB-108-1979; CB-64-1993; CB-119-1994; CB-89-2012; CB-922021)
Sec. 13-182. - License application; existing or new premises.
(a)
The legal owner of record of each existing single-family rental facility or multifamily rental facility shall make
written application to the Director for a license for such use, on a form to be supplied by the Director and
containing such information as necessary to administer and enforce the provisions of, and to insure compliance
with the provisions of, this Division and the Housing Code in its entirety. Such information shall include, but
shall not be limited to, the name and address of the owner's mortgage holder. There shall be a continuing
obligation on the part of the license holder to update the information on the application and/or to supply
information not previously submitted. In addition, the legal owner of record of each such multifamily rental
facility newly constructed shall make written application to the Director for a license, as herein provided, prior
to any initial occupancy.
(b)
No license for a single-family rental facility will be granted until the premises meets the minimum standards of
the County Code.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-152-1972; CB-156-1977; CB-81-1983; CB-49-1984; CB-64-1993)
Sec. 13-182.01. - Exemptions from licensing requirements.
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Notwithstanding any other provision of this Division, any property which is located within an incorporated
municipality which issues single-family rental facility licenses under its own Housing Code after an inspection
to ascertain compliance thereto is hereby exempted from the single-family licensing requirement of this
Division.
(CB-121-1976; CB-49-1984; CB-64-1993)
Sec. 13-183. - Common Ownership Communities requirements.
(a)
In this section the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Common Ownership Community has the same meaning at Section 13-316 of the County Code.
(2)
Common Ownership Community Fees mean fees charged by the entity authorized to impose a fee on the owner
or occupant of a housing unit in connection with the provision of services or to the benefit of the common areas
in the community.
(b)
For an application for a single-family rental facility or multifamily rental facility in a Common Ownership
Community, in addition to the information required under Section 13-182, an applicant shall provide the
following information:
(1)
name of the Common Ownership Community;
(2)
A certification by the applicant that the dwelling unit does not have a lien placed upon it by a Common
Ownership Community for non-payment of Common Ownership Community Fees and that the dwelling unit
does not violate the covenants or bylaws of the Common Ownership Community. The applicant shall provide
evidence with the application to the Director from the Common Ownership Community consistent with this
section.
(c)
The Director may suspend, revoke or deny a license pursuant to Section 13-184 or Section 13-187, where a
Common Ownership Community provides documentation to the Department of a final adjudication that:
(1)
use of the dwelling unit as a rental violates the covenants or bylaws that govern the unit; or
(2)
that the dwelling unit has a lien place upon it by a Common Ownership Community for non-payment of
Common Ownership Community fees.
(CB-89-2012)
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Sec. 13-184. - License issuance or denial.
(a)
When the Director finds that the requirements of the Housing Code have been met, a license certifying such
facts shall be issued.
(b)
If the Director finds that the requirements of the Housing Code have not been met, a written denial specifying
the defects shall be transmitted to the applicant.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-108-1979)
Sec. 13-185. - License renewal.
Unless revoked or suspended for cause prior to expiration, each license issued under this Division shall expire
not less than one (1) year nor more than two (2) years from the date of initial issuance or renewal as the Director
may determine is necessary to develop and maintain an evenly distributed work schedule of the inspection and
licensing program. The licensing fee shall be prorated in accordance with the schedule set forth in Section 13189 of this Code.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-65-1981)
Sec. 13-186. - Termination of license on change of ownership; procedures for a new license; penalties for failure
to apply; term of license.
(a)
A license issued under this Division is not transferable and terminates upon change of ownership.
(b)
The purchaser of a licensed single-family or multifamily rental facility may conduct/operate the property
provided an application for a new license is applied for within 30 days following settlement.
(c)
A license issued under this Division is not required where a buyer and a seller of a single-family dwelling enter
into a Pre-Settlement Occupancy Agreement and/or a Post-Settlement Occupancy Agreement.
(d)
If a purchaser fails to apply for a new license as required in Subsection (b) of this Section, a penalty of up to One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for each month, or portion thereof, the single-family or multifamily rental facility
was operated and/or occupied without a valid license will be assessed.
(e)
The term for a new license shall begin on the date the application with appropriate fee was received by the
Director.
(f)
The term for the initial single-family rental facility license shall begin on the date the license was issued by the
Director.
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(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-108-1979; CB-109-1985; CB-64-1993; CB-85-2015; CB-92-2021)
Sec. 13-187. - License suspension or revocation; procedure; revalidation and reissuance.
(a)
A license once issued or reissued may be suspended or revoked upon a finding by the Director that one (1) or
more of the requirements of this Code has been violated, where the violations constitute a serious threat to the
health and safety of the occupants, or upon the unreasonable failure of the licensee to comply with a notice of
violation. A license is not required where a buyer and a seller of a single-family dwelling enter into a PreSettlement Occupancy Agreement and/or a Post-Settlement Occupancy Agreement.
(1)
A license may be suspended immediately without hearing upon written notice to the landlord setting forth the
grounds for the suspension. The suspension shall terminate and the license shall be revalidated immediately
upon correction by the landlord of the violations causing the suspension. The suspension shall expire and the
license shall automatically be revalidated in thirty (30) days unless, during that period, the Director initiates
action to revoke the license by sending notice of hearing as provided in subparagraph (2), below.
(2)
No license shall be revoked hereunder without the Director first holding a hearing to consider the action and
giving the licensee at least five (5) working days written notice of the time, place, and date of the hearing. The
notice shall set forth the grounds for the revocation. Once a license has been revoked, the Director may proceed
with appropriate enforcement action as provided.
(b)
Reissuance of a license that has been revoked, or denied upon application for renewal, shall be subject to
payment of the full amount of the applicable license and inspection fee except that, at the discretion of the
Director, the license may be reissued on a six (6) month basis. When an inspection confirms that a property on a
six (6) month licensing schedule is being maintained to Code standards it shall then be placed on an annual
licensing schedule for a period not to exceed three (3) years. The fee for such six (6) month or annual license
shall be the same as normally required for a two year license and shall double, progressively, for any subsequent
denial or revocation which may occur prior to expiration of the six (6) month or three (3) year annual licensing
term. Such a decision of the Director may be appealed to the Administrative Hearing Unit established by
Division 15 of this Subtitle if filed within thirty (30) calendar days.
(c)
When a license has been suspended or revoked or an application for a license has been denied, it shall be
unlawful for the licensee or any person to let for occupancy or use any dwelling unit then vacant or becoming
vacant until a license has been reissued or revalidated.
(d)
Upon suspension, revocation, denial, or expiration of a license, a notice, provided by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, shall be posted and publicly displayed in the rental office or upon the
property, as the Director determines, which shall state as follows:
"OCCUPANCY OF ANY DWELLING UNIT IN THIS BUILDING/PROJECT NOW VACANT OR
BECOMING VACANT IS UNLAWFUL UNTIL A LICENSE TO OPERATE HAS BEEN OBTAINED AND
IS DISPLAYED ON THE PREMISES."
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It shall be unlawful for any person to remove such notice until a license has been obtained.
(e)
Any issued license which is suspended or revoked shall be returned to the Director.
(f)
The notice of suspension, revocation, or denial of a license shall advise the person notified of his right of appeal
of such notice. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall hold a hearing upon the appeal and the proceedings shall
be conducted in accordance with the procedures outlined in Sections 13-1134 through 13-1151 and Section 131153 through 13-1154 of this Code. The Director shall have the initial burden to establish the basis for the
determination from which the appeal was taken. The appellant shall have the burden to establish by a
preponderance of the evidence that the Director has misconstrued or wrongly interpreted the intent and meaning
of this Code. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall determine only whether there was substantial evidence for
the Director to take the enforcement action from which the appeal was taken. The Administrative Hearing Unit
may not substitute its judgment for that of the Director.
(g)
Every decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit shall be given in writing within thirty (30) days of the
hearing. A copy of each such decision shall be promptly filed with the Director and a copy shall be sent by U.S.
first-class mail, sent electronically, or otherwise delivered to the appellant. An appellant aggrieved by a decision
of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek reconsideration of the matter in accordance with Section 13-1128
of this Code and all provisions of that Section shall apply to the disposition of the application for
reconsideration. The decision of the Hearing Administrator on an application for reconsideration shall constitute
the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit. Any party who, after having exhausted all administrative
remedies available, is aggrieved by a final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek judicial review
of that decision in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland, in accordance with the Maryland
Rules. The filing of a petition for judicial review does not stay an order of the Administrative Hearing Unit,
unless a stay is granted by the circuit court.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-152-1972; CB-108-1979; CB-65-1981; CB-81-1983; CB-86-1985; CB-1091985; CB-79-1992; CB-39-2001; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2020; CB-92-2021)
Editor's note— The provisions of Subsection 13-187(b) are set out above following the text of CB-109-1985.
Earlier language contained in CB-86-1985 is considered to have been superseded by the later enactment, CB109-1985.
Sec. 13-188. - Display of license.
Licenses issued under this Division shall be prominently and publicly displayed on the premises of the structure,
wherever feasible, or produced on demand of a tenant or prospective tenant. Such licenses shall be available at
reasonable times for inspection by an authorized inspector of the Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 13-189. - Schedule of fees; refunds; review of fees.
(a)
At the time of application for the initial license or for license renewal for a multifamily rental facility for each
dwelling unit, and a single-family rental facility for each dwelling unit shall be collected per the fee prescribed
in the Table of Fees. The license shall be for a two (2) year period.
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(1)
The above license and inspection fees shall be tendered with the application for the first issuance of a license and
thereafter on or before the date for license renewal. The license fee shall be subject to a penalty of up to One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) per month, or any portion thereof, beyond the date due and payable. The Director
shall have the authority to grant exceptions to or to mitigate the penalty upon a showing by the licensee or
applicant of good cause for untimely payment.
(b)
Except as provided for the transfer of license, no refunds of license and inspection fees shall be made to those
discontinuing operation or who sell, transfer, give away, or otherwise dispose of a licensed building to another
person. In the event it is determined by the Director that an application shall be denied due to legal restrictions
that prohibit the issuance of the license, the applicant's tendered fees will be returned.
(c)
The schedule of fees shall be subject to review and revision periodically as experience dictates to insure that the
fees are equitable and in line with costs of administration of this Division. The fees for single-family rental
facilities shall only be amended by Council Resolution.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1; CB-108-1979; CB-65-1981; CB-42-1983; CB-43-1985; CB-10-1988; CB-641993; CB-41-2015; CB-85-2015)
Sec. 13-190. - Coordination with County departments.
Inspections and the issuance of licenses under this Division shall be coordinated by the Director to the fullest
practicable extent with inspections and the issuance of permits and licenses under the provisions of all County
ordinances, including the Zoning Ordinance. All departments and units of County government shall cooperate
fully with the Director in this respect for the purpose of avoiding, insofar as possible, a multiplicity of separate
inspections.
(Gen. Res. No. 4-1970, Sec. 1)
DIVISION 5. - LOTSTEADING PROGRAM.
Sec. 13-190.01. - Legislative findings and declaration of purpose.
The County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby finds that Prince George's County has
become owner of certain building sites through various legal processes; that many of these building sites are
harboring blighted, unsightly, and dangerous conditions; and that in order to effectively respond, the County
Council for Prince George's County, Maryland hereby declares that it is the public policy of Prince George's
County to establish a program to assist in ameliorating or eliminating these conditions by implementing a
coordinated approach toward neighborhood improvement through the Lotsteading Program.
(CB-169-1976)
Sec. 13-190.02. - Rules and regulations.
Rules and regulations, consistent with the purpose and spirit of the Lotsteading Program, shall be promulgated
by the County Executive, subject to County Council approval by resolution. Said rules and regulations shall
govern the implementation and administration of the Lotsteading Program, an equitable procedure for selection
of applicants and the awarding of properties to qualified applicants.
(CB-169-1976)
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Editor's note— CR-113-1979 approved Administrative Regulations for the Prince George's County Lotsteading
Demonstration Program.
Sec. 13-190.03. - County Executive directives.
(a)
In addition to the authority granted by this Division, the County Executive is directed to:
(1)
Designate the agency to implement the Lotsteading Program and utilize the assistance and resources of relevant
County agencies in order to effect implementation and administration of the Lotsteading Program;
(2)
Advertise the prospective sale as required by Article 25A, Section 5(b) of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
prior to final agreement between the applicant and County respecting the building site.
(CB-169-1976)
Sec. 13-191. through Sec. 13-199. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - GROUP RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES.
Sec. 13-200. - Intent of legislation.
(a)
It is specifically intended that this Division shall:
(1)
Provide regulations governing the use of Group Residential Facilities for groups of exceptional persons who
need supportive environments;
(2)
Encourage the establishment of such facilities while ensuring their compatibility with residential neighborhoods
within the County;
(3)
Ensure the quality of Group Residential Facility Programs; and
(4)
Provide an integrated County administrative process concerning such facilities.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-201. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division the following words and phrases shall have the meaning respectively ascribed
to them by this Section.
1433/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(1)
Applicant shall mean a person applying for a Group Residential Facility certificate or renewal thereof.
(2)
Certificate shall mean any certification in writing, issued by the Commission which authorizes the operation of a
Group Residential Facility.
(3)
Commission shall mean the Commission of Group Residential Facilities.
(4)
Foster Home shall mean a residential dwelling unit where one performs the duties of a parent to the child(ren) of
another by rearing said child(ren) as guardian.
(5)
Grantee shall mean any person to whom a Group Residential Facility certificate has been issued in accordance
with the provisions of this Division.
(6)
Group Residential Care shall mean the provision of shelter, board, facility resources for daily living, personal
guidance and direction and related supportive activities within a residential home environment.
(7)
Group Residential Facility shall mean a residential dwelling unit or foster home operated, pursuant to a Group
Residential Facility certificate by a person with a program designed to provide a supportive living arrangement
for either a temporary or extended period, for five (5) or more individuals, unrelated to the operator(s) or foster
parent(s) by blood or marriage, who, because of age, emotional, mental, physical, familial or social differences
have a need for supervision or assisted community living. Group Residential Facility shall not mean a foster
home where there are four (4) or less persons unrelated by blood or marriage to their foster parent(s) who
receive foster care; a foster home where there are no more than six (6) foster children unrelated to their foster
parents, provided that said foster children are related by blood or marriage to each other; a hospital, ward,
convalescent or nursing home, rest home or infirmary defined and licensed respectively, according to the
provisions of Title 19, Subtitle 13, Health-General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland; a hospital, ward or
institution operated by the State of Maryland or Prince George's County, or congregate living facility for the
elderly or physically handicapped.
(8)
Group Residential Facility Program shall mean the goals and objectives, policies, the means to accomplish such
goals, and the operating methods designed by the person responsible for a Group Residential Facility's creation,
sponsorship, permit application, and operation within the terms of the Group Residential Facility certificate.
(9)
Person shall mean and include any individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, or government agency
that creates, sponsors, or applies for a Group Residential Facility certificate, controls the operation of a Group
Residential Facility program and undertakes the Group Residential Facility's financing, policy, and legal
obligations.
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(10)
Program Effectiveness shall mean that the Group Residential Care Facility operations are or promise to be
effective in terms of achieving the objectives set forth in the program statement.
(11)
Program Statement shall mean a document that describes the program's goals and objectives, the means to
accomplish such goals, the numbers and characteristics of the residents to be served, operating methods and
procedures and other aspects appropriate to the program. Each program statement shall include specific
elements, both qualitative and quantitative, against which actual operations will subsequently be evaluated.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-202. - Group Residential Facility Commission; composition.
(a)
There is hereby established the Prince George's County Group Residential Facility Commission which shall
consist of five (5) members that are residents of the County, appointed by the County Executive for terms
coterminous with his own and confirmed by the Council. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the
manner of original appointment. Each member shall serve until his successor is appointed and qualifies. One (1)
of said members shall be a social worker with practical and educational experience in the field of Group
Residential Care; one (1) of said members shall be a representative of the Group Residential Care Industry; three
(3) of said members shall be of the public-at-large, provided that one (1) of the three (3) shall be a representative
of the County Municipal Association.
(b)
The Municipal Association nominee shall be chosen by the County Executive from a list of three (3) persons
submitted by the Municipal Association. The Chairman of the Commission shall be one of the public members,
other than the representative of the Municipal Association, who shall be designated by the County Executive
pursuant to Section 322 of the Charter. A member of the Commission may be removed by the County Executive
pursuant to Section 507 of the Charter. Any member who ceases to reside within the County shall immediately
forfeit his office.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-203. - Same; meetings.
The members of the Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairman or by a majority of the Commissioners
as frequently as required to perform its duties. Three (3) members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting.
(CB-76-1977; CB-60-1979)
Sec. 13-204. - Same; secretary.
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, Prince George's County, shall appoint and provide
an individual other than a Commission member to serve as its nonvoting secretary. It shall be the duty of the
secretary to preserve the minutes of Commission proceedings, meetings, and a record of denial or approval of
applications for certification, and attend to the routine business of the Commission.
(CB-76-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-205. - Same; powers and duties.
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(a)
The Commission shall have the power, duty and authority to approve or disapprove applications for a Group
Residential Facility certificate after having conducted a public hearing in the neighborhood of the proposed
facility as hereinafter provided by Section 13-206, into the nature, purposes and objectives of the proposed
program; the background and experience of the person sponsoring the Group Residential Facility and the
experience and qualifications of the professional personnel to be involved in operating the facility, and such
other relevant items of information as the Commission deems necessary to carry out the purposes and objectives
of this Division.
(b)
The Commission shall have the authority to suspend or revoke any Group Residential Facility certificate
pursuant to the provisions of Section 13-211 of this Division.
(c)
The Commission shall have the authority to carry out any other duties and responsibilities as prescribed by this
Division, provided, however, that nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement from suspending or revoking any Group Residential
Facility certificate in an emergency situation threatening the health, safety, and welfare of any resident or other
person involved in a program administered by a Group Residential Facility and proceeding to abate that threat
directly by injunction or other appropriate remedy at law or equity.
(CB-76-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-206. - Procedure for certification and review.
(a)
Any person that wishes to establish a Group Residential Facility shall file an application in writing with the
Commission in a manner and on a form prescribed by it. The applicant shall be the owner of the Group
Residential Facility or the person legally designated by the owner as having complete responsibility for the
administration and business of the facility.
(b)
Every application for certification or renewal thereof shall be accompanied by, but not limited to, the following
proofs and documents:
(1)
A statement of the ownership of the facility, including the names and addresses of all owners; and, in the case of
corporations, the corporate name, the corporate promoters, the president, vice president, if any, secretary,
treasurer, and the names and addresses of all members of the board of directors; and proof of compliance relating
to the filing and registration requirements of the Corporations and Associations Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland;
(2)
A financial report of the Group Residential Facility and, in the case of a new facility, evidence of its financial
capability to operate for at least six (6) months;
(3)
A statement describing the facility's personnel policies;
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(4)
Evidence of access to emergency medical and mental health services for the residents;
(5)
Evidence of access to schools for the provision of any necessary services;
(6)
A certificate from the Prince George's Health Department that the facility is in compliance with statutes and
local ordinances regarding water supply, sewage system, garbage disposal, lighting and ventilation, laundry, and
food storage and preparation; or, a statement from the County Health Officer providing approval and indicating
that the health of the residents would not be endangered by or in the facility;
(7)
A certificate from the Office of the Chief Building Inspector and the Fire Inspector that the facility complies
with all local ordinances and regulations pertaining to the maintenance and safety of structures, edifices, and
buildings;
(8)
A certificate from the Chief Zoning Inspector that the facility complies with all applicable ordinances and
regulations pertaining to land use and zoning. In the event that an application for a special exception to the land
use provisions of Subtitle 27 of this Code for a Group Residential Facility is required, the Commission shall
complete processing of the application and may either provisionally approve the application, subject to approval
of the special exception, or deny the application;
(9)
Evidence satisfactory to the Commission of ability to provide an admission, progress, and termination program
for every resident of the Group Residential Facility, as well as evidence of ability to provide periodic review of
the progress of every resident of the Group Residential Facility;
(10)
A program statement as defined in Section 13-201(11);
(11)
The grantee shall demonstrate a program of initial and continuing community education regarding the operation
of the facility;
(12)
The requirements of paragraphs two (2), six (6) and seven (7) may be waived at the time of application provided
that the applicant provides any necessary plans or copies of pending applications to demonstrate his intent to
comply with these requirements. A provisional certificate may be issued by the Commission pending
compliance by the applicant with the requirements of these paragraphs provided that such certificate shall not be
deemed finally approved until such requirements are met.
(c)
With respect to the documents listed under paragraph (b) of this Section which must accompany an application
for certification, the Commission shall accept as valid a copy of any such document as may have been filed with
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a State regulatory agency for the same purpose by the person making application for the certificate hereunder,
unless the Commission shall have reasonable grounds to believe that any such document is outdated or
inaccurate.
(d)
Before the Commission shall certify any facility, or renew any certificate, it shall cause a notice of such
application to be published two (2) successive times in the County's newspapers of record, at least fourteen (14)
days but not more than thirty (30) days, prior to the date of the public hearing. The notice shall specify the name
of the applicant, the kind of certificate applied for, the location of the Group Residential Facility proposed for
certification, and the time and place fixed by the Commission for the hearing upon the application. Upon receipt
of an application for certification of a Group Residential Facility located within the boundaries of an
incorporated municipality, the Commission shall notify the municipality of the pending application and, in
addition, shall provide the municipality with notice of the public hearing at least thirty (30) days prior thereto. If
the Commission determines that the applicant is not fit to receive such certification applied for, or has made a
material false statement in his application, or has practiced fraud in connection with said application, or that the
operations of a Group Residential Facility, if certification is granted, will adversely affect the health, safety and
welfare of the residents of the neighborhood in which the Group Residential Facility is to be located or that the
applicant does not demonstrate an ability to comply with the provisions of this Division, then the application
shall be disapproved and certification refused. If no such finding is made by the Commission, then the
application shall be approved and certification shall be granted. All findings and conclusions of the Commission
as to the issuance or denial of a certificate shall be presented to the applicant within ninety (90) days of the
submission of the initial application to the Commission for certification, with copies of such conclusions sent to
all parties of record. If the application is approved and certification is granted, the Commission shall issue its
certificate of approval for presentation to the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or his
designee, and the Director or his designee shall issue the certificate applied for upon presentation of said
certificate and payment of the fee required. The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or his designee shall maintain a record of certificates issued. In addition, if the applicant is not a
nonprofit corporation, no certificate shall be issued by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement or his designee unless and until there is presented to him a certificate issued by the County
Treasurer showing that there are no unpaid taxes on the real property or the taxable tangible business personal
property of the applicant due to the State of Maryland or the County.
(e)
For assistance in reaching its decision relative to application for a Group Residential Facility certificate, the
Commission may request technical service, advice, data or factual evidence from the agencies of County
government.
(f)
Approval of any application for a Group Residential Facility to be located within an incorporated municipality
for which such municipality has recommended denial shall require four (4) votes of the Commission. All other
such action by the Commission as to the approval or denial of a Group Residential application shall require a
majority vote of the full Commission.
(CB-76-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-207. - Expiration date of certificate.
A certificate of approval is valid for one (1) year from the date of issuance unless revoked, suspended or made
probationary, and shall be renewed from year to year upon application and payment of the annual fee.
(CB-76-1977)
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Sec. 13-208. - Fee.
Applicants for certificates and renewals thereof shall pay to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Prince George's County, a fee to be established and revised from time to time by the Director of
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or his designee, which amount shall not exceed the
cost of inspecting, administering and enforcing the program.
(CB-76-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-209. - Visits by commission members.
Any member of the Commission may, at any reasonable time, visit and inspect any Group Residential Facility
certified pursuant to the provisions of this Division, to determine whether such facility is being operated in
compliance with this Division and with other regulations promulgated by the Commission; provided, however,
that access to confidential records and the like shall not be provided individual members of the Commission,
absent the authority to review such given by a majority of the Commission members.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-210. - Deficiency correction orders.
Whenever the Commission determines that the person operating a Group Residential Facility is not in
compliance with this Division, the Commission may order that person to correct such deficiency. Every such
correction order shall be in writing and shall include a statement of the deficiency found, the period within
which the deficiency must be corrected and the provisions of this Division or regulations relied upon. Except
when the Commission or the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement finds an
emergency dangerous to the health, safety or welfare of residents, or any person involved in a program
administered by a Group Residential Facility, the grantee shall have not less than thirty (30) days from receipt of
such order to correct such deficiency. Within seven (7) days of receipt, the person operating the Group
Residential Facility may file a written request with the Commission for administrative reconsideration of the
order or any portion thereof. The Commission shall grant or deny a written request within twenty-one (21) days
of filing and shall notify the person operating the Group Residential Facility of such grant or denial. In the event
that the person operating the Group Residential Facility fails to correct the deficiency within the period
prescribed for correction, the Commission may enforce its order in accordance with the provisions of Section
13-211.
(CB-76-1977; CB-49-1984; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-211. - Suspension, revocation, and refusal to leave or renew certificates.
(a)
After at least thirty (30) days notice to the certificate holder and any parties of record of the time and place of a
hearing, and a hearing held thereon, the Commission may revoke, suspend, refuse to issue or refuse to renew a
certificate if it finds any of the following:
(1)
The applicant or grantee failed to comply with any regulation contained in this Division or promulgated pursuant
thereto, or any deficiency correction order;
(2)
The applicant or grantee furnished or made misleading or false statements on reports and written documents
required under these regulations;
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(3)
The applicant or grantee refused to submit any information or data required under these regulations;
(4)
The applicant or grantee refused to admit at a reasonable time any member of the Commission for purposes of
investigation or inspection in accordance with these regulations.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-212. - Appeals.
(a)
Any party of record aggrieved by a decision of the Commission with respect to the issuance, renewal,
suspension, revocation or refusal to renew or issue a certificate shall have the right to appeal any such decision
to the Board of Appeals for the County, within ten (10) days after receipt of notice of the issuance, renewal,
suspension, revocation or refusal to renew or issue decision rendered by the Commission. Appeals to the Board
of Appeals from the issuance, renewal, suspension, revocation or refusal to renew or issue decision of the
Commission shall be on record of the hearing before the Commission.
(b)
Any party of record aggrieved by a final decision by the Board of Appeals, whether such decision is affirmative
or negative in form, is entitled to file an appeal to the Circuit Court of Prince George's County, Maryland. Such
appeal shall be governed by the provisions of the Maryland Rules pertaining to administrative appeals.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-213. - Suspension in emergency.
The Commission may temporarily suspend any certificate or approval if failure of the person operating a Group
Residential Facility to comply with any applicable regulation or the violation of any law, results in an emergency
situation which threatens the health, safety, and welfare of any resident involved in a program administered by a
Group Residential Facility. The Commission shall, prior to a temporary suspension, give the grantee at least
twenty-four (24) hours notice of a hearing thereon and shall set forth in the notice the basis of such suspension
and the time and place of the hearing.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-214. - Penalties.
Anyone who operates a Group Residential Facility without a certificate as required by this Division and anyone
who operates a Group Residential Facility while such certificate is suspended or revoked shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be subject to a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and for
each subsequent violation within a thirty-six (36) month period from the first violation and costs. In addition to
the remedies provided in Section 13-211, the County may seek enforcement of the provisions of this Division by
injunction or other appropriate remedy at law or equity. Furthermore, nothing contained herein shall be
construed to abridge or impair the right of the County or any resident involved in a program administered by a
Group Residential Facility to seek in a Court of law, damages or other relief on account of injury to persons or
property.
(CB-76-1977; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 13-215. - Posting of certificate.
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Every grantee shall post in a conspicuous place about the facility any current certificate issued by the
Commission.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-216. - Notification of legal proceedings.
Every grantee shall report, in writing, to the Commission any legal proceeding, within ten (10) days of notice of
such proceeding, brought against him or any person employed by the facility if such proceeding arises out of
circumstances related to the care of residents in the facility, or to the continued operation of the facility.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-217. - Change of name, ownership or location.
A certificate shall not be transferable from one grantee to another, from one facility to another, or from one
location to another. The grantee shall provide prior notification in writing to the Commission of any change in
ownership or per centum of the facility. Prior to any change in location of the facility, the grantee shall notify the
Commission in writing and reapply for certification for the facility proposed to be operated in the new locality.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-218. - Program requirements.
(a)
The program of supportive living arrangements is one of the characteristics that distinguishes a Group
Residential Facility from other types of family or institutional living that are excluded from this Division. The
responsible person therefore, shall prepare a program statement that describes the program's goals and
objectives, the means to accomplish such goals, the nature of the occupants to be served, operating methods and
procedures and other aspects appropriate to the program. Program statements shall include specific elements
both qualitative and quantitative against which actual operations will subsequently be evaluated.
(b)
Failure to maintain elements specified in the program statement shall be grounds for invoking the suspension
procedures of Section 13-211 of this Division.
(c)
In the event of a proposed significant change in the program, the responsible person shall notify the Commission
of the proposed amendment to the program statement not less than thirty (30) days before inaugurating the
change. The Commission shall acknowledge each notification within two (2) weeks and advise the responsible
person of any actions required.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-219. - Program effectiveness.
(a)
A Group Residential Facility certificate shall be issued for a Group Residential Facility that is, or promises to be,
effective in terms of achieving the objectives of its program statement.
(b)
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In determining the effectiveness of a Group Residential Facility program, consideration shall be given but not
limited to:
(1)
Actual operations as compared with the current program statement;
(2)
Administrative changes since the preceding certification issuance;
(3)
Program or facilities changes since the preceding certification;
(4)
Program or facilities changes proposed;
(5)
Conformity with any conditions required at the time of the preceding certification;
(6)
Interactions with the neighborhood, including neighborhood support or opposition;
(7)
Evidence of the extent to which the public purposes cited in the program statement as justification were
achieved; and
(8)
Evidence of managerial and financial soundness.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-220. - Program evaluation.
(a)
At least three (3) months prior to the expiration of a Group Residential Facility certification and an application
for a renewal of the certificate, whichever event occurs first, the history of operations of each Group Residential
Facility shall be evaluated for effectiveness against the goals, objectives, policies and procedures set forth in the
program statement.
(b)
The evaluation shall be inaugurated by the Commission. Such evaluation shall be accomplished by a team
consisting of the Commission, members of the Citizens Advisory Boards and one representative of the certified
facility under evaluation. A written record of the conclusions, recommendations, and minority opinions of the
evaluation team shall be made and shall be publicly available.
(c)
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The privacy of the residents of the Group Residential Facility shall not be violated by the evaluation team nor by
the written conclusions of the team. The evaluation shall not include the identity and history of individual
residents.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-221. - Citizens Advisory Boards; creation and composition.
(a)
The grantee with the confirmation of the Commission and at least sixty (60) days after the certificate is granted
shall appoint a three (3) member Citizens Advisory Board from among the residents in the surrounding
neighborhood of the Group Residential Facility.
(b)
The grantee shall hold monthly meetings with the Citizen's Advisory Board, making readily and openly
available a progress report of the implementation of the overall Group Residential Care Program. The grantee
shall encourage and assist the Citizens Advisory Board members in developing broad community support for the
Group Residential Facility and its functions.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-222. - Same; vacancies, compensation, removal.
Vacancies on the Citizens Advisory Board shall be filled promptly by appointment and confirmation of a
majority of the Citizens Advisory Board. The members of the Citizens Advisory Board shall serve without
compensation and shall only be removed for cause with the consent of the Commission.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-223. - Same; powers and duties.
The grantee shall afford Citizens Advisory Board members an opportunity to visit the facility at reasonable
times, provided, however, that Board members shall respect a resident's privacy and shall not interfere with the
implementation of an individual program plan. The purposes of the Citizens Advisory Boards are to inform the
public, provide the grantee an opportunity to make adjustments in response to neighborhood suggestions and to
achieve neighborhood consensus and support. The grantee, along with the members of the Citizens Advisory
Board shall institute a neighborhood grievance procedure to reconcile differences of opinion between the Group
Residential Facility and the neighborhood. The grantee shall recognize the right of the public to be informed,
shall provide for public participation and shall inaugurate and maintain communications with the neighbors of
the Group Residential Facility.
(CB-76-1977)
Sec. 13-224. through Sec. 13-229. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - PROPERTY STANDARDS AND MAINTENANCE.
Sec. 13-230. - Scope.
The provisions of this Division provide the minimum standards and the responsibilities for maintenance of
structures, equipment, and exterior property for all property and structures used or zoned for commercial and
industrial purposes in Prince George's County and for residentially zoned property where the use is other than
residential.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993)
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Sec. 13-231. - Definitions.
(a)
The following words and phrases shall have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Director shall mean the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(2)
Garbage shall mean the animal and vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking, or
consumption of food.
(2.1)
Graffiti shall mean any inscription, drawing, painting, or other visual defacing that is written, marked, etched,
scratched, painted, or engraved on or otherwise affixed to any surface of a building, structure, roadway, or
natural feature that was not authorized by the prior consent of the owner.
(3)
Maintenance shall mean acts of repair or other acts to prevent a decline in the conditions of grounds, structures,
and equipment such that the condition does not fall below the standards established by this Division and other
applicable statutes, codes, and ordinances.
(4)
Owner shall mean any person as defined in Section 1-102 of this Code who owns, leases, occupies, or controls
the property and any agent of such person.
(5)
Property shall mean any land utilized or zoned for commercial or industrial purposes, or residentially zoned
where the use is other than residential, and any improvement thereon.
(6)
Public nuisance shall mean and include the following:
(A)
The physical condition or use of any premises regarded as a public nuisance at law; or
(B)
Any physical condition or use of any premises or its appurtenances which may reasonably invite or encourage
trespassing and resulting injury to trespassers or others; or
(C)
Any property which has unsanitary sewerage or plumbing facilities; or
(D)
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Any physical condition or use which would constitute an unsafe condition or structure under Subtitle 4,
Building, or Subtitle 11, Fire Safety, Prince George's County Code;
(E)
Any property from which the plumbing, heating, and/or facilities required by the Prince George's County Code
or by other applicable laws or regulations have been removed, or from which facilities have been disconnected,
destroyed, removed, or rendered ineffective; or
(F)
Any property which is unclean, unsanitary, or which is littered with rubbish or garbage or which has an
uncontrolled growth of weeds.
(7)
Rubbish shall mean all solid waste consisting of both combustible waste (including, but not limited to, paper,
cardboard, wood, cloth, bedding material, lawn and yard clippings not located in an established compost pile,
and dead trees and limbs to include any hazardous or uprooted trees) and noncombustible waste (including, but
not limited to, metals, glass, crockery, tin cans, junked appliances, abandoned vehicles, and any building and
construction waste). For the purposes of this ordinance, abandoned vehicle shall mean any motor vehicle or
trailer that is inoperable and left unattended on private or public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours, or
does not display current license plates for that vehicle, is wrecked or dismantled.
(8)
Tree shall mean a plant with a woody stem capable of achieving a height of at least twenty (20) feet at maturity.
(9)
Weeds shall mean grass, weeds, brush, and growth, excluding trees, ornamental shrubbery, plants, flowers,
garden vegetables properly tended, cultivated crops, or woodland, not otherwise in violation.
(10)
Woodland shall mean a perpetual biological community dominated by trees and other woody plants covering a
land area of 10,000 square feet or greater. This includes areas that have at least 100 trees per acre with at least 50
trees that are 2 inches or greater in dbh (diameter at breast height — means the diameter of a tree measured at a
height of 4.5 feet from the ground). This also includes areas that have been timber harvested where the stumps
remain in place for future regeneration. The terms "woodland," "forest," and "forest cover" are synonymous and
do not include orchards or other areas without multiple layers of woody and herbaceous vegetation.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993; CB-103-2001; CB-30-2010; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-232. - Responsible person.
All owners of property are responsible for complying with the requirements of this Division.
(CB-125-1987; CB-11-1999)
Sec. 13-233. - Maintenance requirements.
All improved and unimproved property shall be maintained in a clean, safe, secure, and sanitary condition, free
of graffiti, and in conformance with this Division so as not to create a public nuisance or adversely affect the
public health, safety, or welfare.
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(CB-125-1987; CB-98-1996; CB-11-1999; CB-103-2001)
Sec. 13-234. - Disposal of garbage and rubbish.
All garbage, vegetable waste, or other putrescible materials or rubbish, shall be placed in approved containers
provided with close fitting covers for the storage of such waste until removed from the premises for disposal in
accordance with provisions of this Code.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-235. - Screening.
All approved vehicle repair facilities, towing stations, and storage lots abutting areas used for residential
purposes shall be completely screened in accordance with the requirements of Subtitle 27 of this Code,
notwithstanding the nonconforming status of a property.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993)
Sec. 13-236. - Accessory structures.
All accessory structures, including, but not limited to detached garages, fences, and walls, shall be maintained in
a structurally sound condition and in good repair.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-237. - Weeds.
All property shall be kept free from weeds in excess of twelve (12) inches in height except where prohibited by
other applicable laws.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-238. - Insect and rat control.
All owners of the property shall be responsible for the extermination of insects, rats, vermin, or other pests in all
areas of the property.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-239. - Public areas.
(a)
All sidewalks, steps, driveways, parking spaces, loading docks, service areas, and similar paved areas for public
use shall be kept in a proper state of repair and maintained free of hazardous conditions and shall be maintained
free of garbage and rubbish.
(b)
The owner shall provide and maintain receptacle(s) for garbage and rubbish in the public areas of the property.
The owner shall remove all garbage and rubbish from both the paved and unpaved public areas and empty the
receptacle into an approved container in accordance with Section 13-234.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993; CB-108-1997)
Sec. 13-240. - Exterior surfaces, walls, and foundations of structures.
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(a)
Every exterior surface, wall, and foundation shall be free of holes, breaks, loose or rotting boards, timbers, or
other materials, and any conditions which might admit rain or dampness to the interior portions of the walls. All
exterior surface materials, including wood, composition, cinder block, or metal siding, shall be maintained in a
weather-proof condition, properly surface-coated, and free of graffiti.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for a person to apply graffiti to any natural or artificial surface on publicly-owned property
or to any natural or artificial surface of privately-owned property without the prior authorization and consent of
the owner of the property.
(c)
The owner of property upon which graffiti has been applied shall remove the graffiti within ten calendar days
after it was applied. If the owner fails to remove the graffiti, the Director may issue a notice of violation in
accordance with Section 13-244. If the owner fails to remove the graffiti within 7 calendar days after receipt of a
notice of violation and has not filed an appeal of the violation, the Director shall cause the graffiti to be removed.
The owner shall pay the actual costs of removal to the County within thirty days after receipt of an itemized
invoice from the County.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993; CB-103-2001)
Sec. 13-241. - Roofs and drainage.
Roofs and drainage systems shall be structurally sound and tight and without defects which might admit rain or
cause dampness or deterioration in the interior portion of the building. Roof water shall not be discharged in a
manner which creates a private or public nuisance or violates ordinances relating to stormwater management.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-242. - Decorative features.
All cornices, entablatures, belt courses, core belts, terra cotta trim, wall facings, and similar decorative features
shall be maintained in good repair with proper anchorage and in a safe condition.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-243. - Signs, marquees, and awnings.
(a)
Canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, stairways, fire escapes, standpipes, exhaust ducts, and similar
overhang extensions shall be maintained in good repair and be properly anchored so as to be kept in a safe and
sound condition. They shall be protected from the elements against decay and rust by the periodic application of
a weather-resistant material such as paint or other protective treatment.
(b)
Any structure, post, or foundation which was constructed, erected, or maintained for the purpose of supporting
or displaying, or which was used for support or display of any on-site sign, but which has not been used for such
support or display for a period of ninety (90) consecutive days is prohibited and must be removed.
(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993)
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Sec. 13-244. - Notice of violation.
(a)
Whenever the Director shall determine that a provision of this Division has been violated, the Director shall
serve notice of the violation upon the owner or other responsible party by sending a copy of the notice by mail to
the last known address, or, if the notice is returned showing that it has not been delivered to the last known
address by posting a copy in a conspicuous place in or about the subject property in violation.
(b)
The notice shall be in writing; shall include a description of the property sufficient for identification; shall
specify the violation that exists and the remedial action required; and shall allow a reasonable time for the
performance of any act it requires.
(CB-125-1987)
Sec. 13-245. - Appeals of Notice of Violation.
(a)
Except as provided in this Section, an owner may appeal a notice of violation or a decision of the Director with
respect to any provision of this Division by filing an appeal with the Administrative Hearing Unit established by
Division 15 of this Subtitle within fifteen (15) calendar days or within the period required for compliance,
whichever is shorter. The appeal shall state in detail the reasons for the appeal. The Administrative Hearing Unit
shall hold a hearing upon the appeal and the proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures
outlined in Sections 13-1134 through 13-1151 and Section 13-1153 through 13-1154 of this Code. The Director
shall have the initial burden to establish the basis for the determination from which the appeal was taken. The
appellant shall have the burden to establish by a preponderance of the evidence that the Director has
misconstrued or wrongly interpreted the intent and meaning of this Code. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall
determine only whether there was substantial evidence for the Director to take the enforcement action from
which the appeal was taken. The Administrative Hearing Unit may not substitute its judgment for that of the
Director.
(b)
The decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit shall be given in writing within thirty (30) days after the
hearing is concluded. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall not have jurisdiction to grant a variance from,
extend the time of performance, or waive any requirement of Section 13-246.01, except upon a finding that
litigation is pending in the courts and is being actively pursued. A copy of each such decision shall be promptly
filed with the Director and a copy shall be sent by U.S. first-class mail, sent electronically, or otherwise
delivered to the appellant. An appellant aggrieved by a decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek
reconsideration of the matter in accordance with Section 13-1128 of this Code and all provisions of that Section
shall apply to the disposition of the application for reconsideration. The decision of the Hearing Administrator
on an application for reconsideration shall constitute the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(c)
Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit with respect to this Division may appeal
such decisions to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland, pursuant to the rules governing
appeals from administrative agencies. All appeals shall be on the record. The filing of a petition for judicial
review does not stay an order of the Administrative Hearing Unit, unless a stay is granted by the circuit court.
(CB-125-1987; CB-11-1999; CB-57-2011; CB-36-2020; CB-81-2020)
Sec. 13-246. - Enforcement and penalty.
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(a)
In the event that an owner does not comply with the remedial action set forth in a notice of violation within the
time period provided (including any period allowed by appeal), and upon verification by the Director or the
Director's designee that the violation still exists, the Director or the Director's designee may issue upon the
responsible parties
(i)
a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code and, for properties subject to foreclosure, the
Director shall issue upon the responsible parties a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3, of this Code
or
(ii)
an administrative citation pursuant to Division 15, Subdivision 1 of this Subtitle. The administrative citation
shall be adjudicated in accordance with the provisions of that Subdivision.
(b)
The responsible person as defined in Section 13-232 issued the civil or administrative citation shall be subject to
a monetary fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each violation.
(c)
Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and is subject to an additional citation and fine in
the same dollar amount as the repeat citation(s).
(d)
In addition, a lien shall be placed on the property pursuant to Section 13-246.02, which shall be paid in full
before transfer or sale of the property, for monies expended by the County for demolition, repair or enclosure of
a building or removal of garbage, refuse, or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials
where the responsible party refuses or fails to comply with the lawful order of the County.
(e)
In addition, any person who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this Division shall, upon
conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine not to exceed the doubling of the total sum of all
fines associated with citations issued to the person pursuant to this Section or imprisonment not to exceed ninety
(90) days, or both.
(f)
In addition to the other remedies provided herein, the County Attorney, on behalf of the County, may institute an
injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the provisions of this Division.
(g)
The Police Department shall be authorized to issue a criminal citation or a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28,
Division 3.
(h)
The Revenue Authority shall be authorized to issue a civil citation pursuant to Section 28-266.
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(CB-125-1987; CB-117-1993; CB-108-1997; CB-11-1999; CB-57-2011; CB-62-2014; CB-51-2015; CB-702015; CB-81-2020)
Sec. 13-246.01. - Condemnation of open, hazardous structures.
(a)
If the Director determines that a structure is open and vacant, constitutes a public nuisance, and is an immediate
and continuing hazard to the community in which the property is located, then the Director shall be authorized to
post a notice of not less than two feet by two feet in size on the front of the structure. The notice shall be dated
as of the date of the posting and shall state that unless the structure is demolished, repaired, or enclosed, and
unless any garbage, refuse, and other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials are removed so
that an immediate and continuing hazard to the community no longer exists, then the structure may be
demolished, repaired, or enclosed, or any garbage, refuse, and other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances
or materials may be removed by the County.
(b)
Not later than 30 days following the posting of the notice, the Director shall do all of the following:
(1)
Cause to be sent, by certified mail, a notice to all owners of record of the property stating the intent of the
County to demolish, repair, or enclose the building, or remove any garbage, refuse, or other hazardous, noxious,
or unhealthy substances or materials if that action is not taken by the owner;
(2)
Cause to be published, for three consecutive days, in a newspaper of record a notice setting forth:
(A)
The address of the property or structure or description of the real estate sufficient for its identification;
(B)
A statement that the property is open and vacant and constitutes a public nuisance and an immediate and
continuing hazard to the community; and
(C)
A statement that the County intends to demolish, repair, or enclose the building, or remove any garbage, refuse,
or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials if the owner fails to do so;
(3)
If a structure is an identified historic resource on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and District Plan of
Prince George's County, Maryland, cause a copy of the notice to be sent to the Historic Preservation
Commission and demolition shall not be authorized without approval of the Historical Preservation
Commission.
(c)
A person objecting to the proposed actions of the County may file his or her objection in an appropriate form in
a court of competent jurisdiction.
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(d)
If the structure is not demolished, repaired, or enclosed, or the garbage, refuse, or other hazardous, noxious, or
unhealthy substances or materials are not removed within 30 days of mailing the notice to the owners of record,
or within 30 days of the last day of publication of the notice, whichever is later, the Director shall have the
power to demolish, repair, or enclose the structures, or to remove any garbage, refuse, or other hazardous,
noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials.
(e)
The County may proceed to demolish, repair, or enclose a structure or remove any garbage, refuse, or other
hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials under this Section within a 120-day period following
the date of the mailing of the notice if the Director determines that the demolition, repair, enclosure, or removal
of any garbage, refuse, or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials is necessary to remedy
the immediate and continuing hazard. If, however, before the Director proceeds with any of the actions
authorized by this Section, any person has initiated an action under this Section in a court of competent
jurisdiction and has served a copy of the complaint on the County, then the County shall not proceed with the
demolition, repair, enclosure, or removal of garbage, refuse, or other substances until the court determines that
action is necessary to remedy the hazard and issues an order authorizing the County to do so.
(f)
The Administrative Hearing Unit shall not have jurisdiction to grant a variance or waive this Section except
upon a finding that litigation is pending in the courts and is being actively pursued.
(CB-11-1999; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-246.02. - Creation of a tax lien.
(a)
There is created a tax lien on real property for monies expended by the County for the demolition, repair, or
enclosure of a building, or removal of garbage, refuse, or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or
materials where the responsible party refuses or fails to comply with the lawful order of the Director after due
notice thereof, either actual or constructive or as provided in this Division.
(b)
Following the demolition, repair, or enclosure of a building, or removal of garbage, debris, or other hazardous,
noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials under this Division, the County may file a notice of lien against
the real estate for the cost of the demolition, repair, enclosure, or removal within 180 days after the repair,
demolition, enclosure, or removal occurred, for the cost and expense incurred, with the Director of Finance. The
notice of lien shall consist of a sworn statement by the Director setting forth:
(1)
A description of the real estate, such as the address or other description of the property, sufficient for its
identification;
(2)
The expenses incurred by the County in undertaking the remedial actions authorized by this Division;
(3)
The date or dates that the expenses were incurred by the Director;
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(4)
A statement that the building was open and vacant and constituted an immediate and continuing hazard to the
community;
(5)
A statement that the required sign was posted on the building, that notice was sent by certified mail to the
owners of record, and that notice was published in accordance with this section; and
(6)
A statement as to when and where the notice was published.
(c)
Upon certification from the County Attorney that a tax lien has been created, the amount of such lien shall be
collected by the Director of Finance in the same manner as other County real estate taxes.
(CB-11-1999)
DIVISION 8. - MODERATELY PRICED HOUSING.
Sec. 13-247. - Statement of Public Policy.
It is the public policy of Prince George's County to promote housing choices, conveniently located in a suitable
living environment, for all ages, income levels, and family constellations.
(CB-83-1990)
Editor's note— CB-49-1996 provided that any Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit constructed pursuant to a
building permit issued prior to January 21, 1997, and not sold to an eligible person may be removed from the
conditions and restrictions applicable to Moderately Priced Dwelling Units through the addition of interior and
exterior options available for purchase in non-Moderately Priced (Market Rate) Dwelling Units offered for sale
in the same subdivision in the retail value of at least $10,000 upon the application to and approval of the
Director of Housing and Community Development. The Director shall file an appropriate release of the
Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit conditions in the Land Records. Any Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit not
approved for conversion and release shall be offered for sale to the Department of Housing and Community
Development or the Housing Authority for not more than the maximum sales price applicable to the unit. If the
Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit is not purchased by the Department of Housing and Community Development
or the Housing Authority within 90 days, the owner may sell the Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit to any person
without restriction.
Sec. 13-248. through Sec. 13-251. - Reserved.
Sec. 13-252. - Capturing Housing Opportunities in Communities Everywhere ("CHOICE") Special Revenue
Fund Advisory Board created; membership; terms.
(a)
There is hereby created the Capturing Housing Opportunities in Communities Everywhere ("CHOICE")
Revenue Advisory Board.
(b)
The Board shall consist of seven (7) County residents who shall be appointed by the County Executive and
confirmed by the County Council.
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(c)
The Board shall be chaired by the Director. The remaining members shall consist of one (1) representative of
each of the following: development community; financial community; a religious and a nonprofit organization
concerned with the need for affordable housing; the Prince George's County Municipal Association; and a
member from the community at large.
(d)
Except for the Chairman, the terms of the members shall be for three (3) years. Terms of the members shall be
staggered. Members shall continue to serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.
(e)
The Board shall review and make recommendation to the County Executive and County Council concerning the
purposes for which the revenues in the Capturing Housing Opportunities in Communities ("CHOICE") Special
Revenue Fund may be used.
(CB-83-1990)
Editor's note— CB-102-1996 provided that all properties transferred prior to February 3, 1997, by the County
to the Prince George's County Housing Authority for the Opportunity Housing Program may be developed by
the Housing Authority for the purpose of improving the quality of the County's communities or offered through
a competitive proposal process to for-profit and nonprofit developers for the purpose of development that
improves the quality of the County's communities. Properties offered for sale for such purposes may be sold at
less than fair market value or at no consideration if it is determined by the Housing Authority that it is necessary
for project feasibility. Any proceeds from the sale of Opportunity Housing properties by the Housing Authority
shall be paid into the CHOICE Fund.
Sec. 13-253. - Proceeds of alternative compliance moneys.
(a)
All payments made for alternative compliance to the requirement to construct moderately priced dwelling units
shall be made to the CHOICE Special Revenue Fund. These proceeds may be utilized by the Housing Authority
for any purpose consistent with those set forth in Section 10-261.01 of this Code.
(b)
Once such payments have been received, the Director of the Department of Housing and Community
Development shall notify the Planning Board for its consideration of subdivision applications.
(CB-83-1990; CB-49-1996; CB-71-1997)
Sec. 13-254. through Sec. 13-260. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - ANTILITTER AND WEED ORDINANCE.
Sec. 13-261. - Definitions.
(a)
Director shall mean the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or his
authorized designee.
(b)
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Garbage shall mean any animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking, and
consumption of food.
(c)
Improved Property shall mean real property on which has been erected dwellings, building, or other structures,
whether inhabited or vacant, and all grounds appurtenant thereto.
(d)
Litter, as used herein, shall mean garbage, rubbish, and refuse as defined herein, and all other waste material
which:
(1)
Creates or tends to create a danger to the public health, safety, welfare, or property to the extent and in the
manner that a lot, tract, or parcel of land is, or may reasonably become, infested or inhabited by rodents, vermin,
or wild animals; or
(2)
May reasonably cause disease; or
(3)
Adversely affects and impairs the economic welfare or status of adjacent property or the neighborhood; or
(4)
May reasonably constitute a present or potential fire hazard; or
(5)
Where the accumulation thereof is in violation of any of the provisions of Subtitle 21 of this Code.
(e)
Person shall mean any person, corporation, association, partnership, firm, syndicate, joint venture, or
organization of any kind holding title to any land or lot in the County; lessees, tenants, and principal occupants
of any land or lot in the County or agent of persons holding titles of such lands or lots, having care, custody,
control, or management of the land or lot; and fiduciaries holding title to or having the care, custody, control, or
management of land or lots in the County for others.
(f)
Rubbish and refuse shall mean all solid waste consisting of both combustible waste (including, but not limited
to, paper, cardboard, wood, cloth, bedding material, yard and lawn clippings not located in an established
compost pile, and dead trees and limbs, to include any hazardous or uprooted trees) and noncombustible waste
(including, but not limited to, metals, glass, crockery, tin cans, junked household appliances, abandoned motor
vehicles, and any building and construction wastes). For the purposes of this ordinance, abandoned vehicle shall
mean any motor vehicle or trailer that is inoperable and left unattended on private or public property for more
than forty-eight (48) hours, or does not display current license plates for that vehicle, is wrecked or dismantled.
(g)
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Subdivision means a lot, tract, or parcel of land which has been subdivided into two or more lots, plots, sites,
tracts, parcels, or other divisions for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of rental, sale, or building
development, and shall include resubdivision, but shall not include a bona fide division or partition of land of
exclusively agricultural land not for development purposes, except as herein provided. For the purposes of this
ordinance, a subdivided lot shall be a plot, site, tract, or parcel containing an area of not more than one (1) acre;
provided, however, that when a parcel of land, whether subdivided or not, is contiguous to a developed lot, plot,
site, or tract of one (1) acre or less, then, and in such event, the provisions hereof shall apply for a distance of
fifty (50) feet equidistant from the common boundary line.
(h)
Tree shall mean a plant with a woody stem capable of achieving a height of at least twenty (20) feet at maturity.
(i)
Underbrush shall mean shrubs, bushes, and small trees growing beneath larger trees in a woodland or forest.
(j)
Unimproved Property shall mean real property which is not presently improved although it may have been
improved at one time.
(k)
Weeds shall mean grass, weeds, brush, and any noxious growth excluding trees, ornamental shrubbery, plants,
flowers, garden vegetables properly tended, cultivated crops, vegetation growing in wetlands, or woodland
including associated underbrush, not otherwise in violation.
(l)
Woodland shall mean a perpetual biological community dominated by trees and other woody plants covering a
land area of 10,000 square feet or greater. This includes areas that have at least 100 trees per acre with at least 50
trees that are 2-inches or greater dbh (diameter at breast height — means the diameter of a tree measured at a
height of 4.5 feet from the ground). This also includes areas that have been timber harvested where the stumps
remain in place for future regeneration. The terms "woodland," "forest," and "forest cover" are synonymous and
do not include orchards or other areas without multiple layers of woody and herbaceous vegetation.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-49-1984; CB-105-1992; CB-115-1993; CB-30-2010; CB-18-2013; CB-542018)
Sec. 13-262. - Applicability of ordinance.
Except as hereinafter specified, the provisions herein shall apply to any unimproved real property and to any
improved real property. This ordinance is not applicable to property located within incorporated municipalities,
except where a municipality adopts the provisions hereof, with provisions for County enforcement and
acceptable contractual provisions for reimbursement to the County of its uncollectible costs and expenses in
enforcement activities within such municipality.
(CB-28-1975; CB-14-1979; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-263. - Declaration of legislative interest.
(a)
The County Council finds and determines that the continuous growth and development of the unincorporated
areas of this County require the reasonable and effective control and regulation of the excessive accumulation of
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litter as herein defined. Further, such accumulation on improved and unimproved property readily threatens or
endangers the public health, safety, or welfare by reason of the fact that such property is, or may reasonably
become, infested or inhabited by rodents, vermin, or wild animals; or may reasonably cause disease; or
adversely affects and impairs the economic welfare or status of adjacent property or the neighborhood; or may
reasonably constitute a present or potential fire hazard; and singly, or in any combination thereof, is hereby
prohibited and declared to be a public nuisance subject to the penalties and procedures hereinafter prescribed.
(b)
The County Council further finds and determines, as a matter of common knowledge, that a high growth of
weeds in the populous areas has a strong tendency to produce sickness and to impair the health of the
inhabitants, and may readily be a public nuisance in such localities, notwithstanding the fact that they may be
comparatively innocuous in the County areas when far away from human habitation. Further, the Council
recognizes that weeds, as such, when matured so as to bear wingy or downy seeds, may readily become a fire
menace when dry; and that they may furnish a breeding place for mosquitoes and adversely affect and impair the
economic welfare of adjacent property and the neighborhood in which located; and are hereby declared to be a
public nuisance subject to the penalties and procedures hereinafter prescribed.
(CB-28-1975; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-264. - Weed height.
It shall be the duty of every person as owner, occupant, lessee, or agent in charge of land lying in any
subdivision within the unincorporated areas of the County, except as otherwise provided in Section 13-262, to
keep all weeds, as defined, cut to a height of not over twelve (12) inches on lots of one (1) acre or less; provided,
however, that when a parcel of land, whether subdivided or not, is contiguous to a developed lot, plot, site, or
tract of one (1) acre or less then, and in such event, the provisions hereof shall apply for a distance of fifty (50)
feet equidistant from the common boundary line.
(CB-28-1975; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-265. - Accumulation or deposit of litter prohibited.
(a)
It shall be the duty of every person as owner, occupant, lessee, or agent in charge of land lying within the
unincorporated areas of the County, except as otherwise provided in Section 13-262, to prevent litter, garbage,
rubbish, and refuse from accumulating, either temporarily or permanently, on such land. The owner of improved
property which is used for commercial or industrial purposes shall remove all garbage and rubbish from both the
paved and unpaved public areas and empty the receptacle into an approved container in accordance with Section
13-234. This Section shall not apply to those activities otherwise allowable under Subtitle 21 of this Code and
shall not apply to those persons who store litter in private receptacles for collection, or under controlled
conditions for industrial processing, such as recycling.
(b)
It is a violation of this Division for any person to deposit or place litter on any land lying within the County,
including any public lands or rights of way. A person violating this subsection shall be subject to the penalties
prescribed in Section 13-271.
(c)
(1)
In addition to the provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Section and Section 23-151 of the Code prohibiting
litter in the public right of way, it is a violation of this Division for any person to dispose of a bulky item on
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public or private property unless the property is designated by the State, a unit of the State, or a political
subdivision of the State for the disposal of bulky items and the person is authorized by the proper public
authority to use the property.
(2)
"Bulky item" means any discarded furniture, home or industrial appliance, or abandoned vehicle or part of an
abandoned vehicle not designated for disposal purposes under the laws of Prince George's county. "Bulky item"
does not include discarding, dropping, or scattering of small quantities of waste matter ordinarily carried on or
about the person, including beverage containers and closures, packaging, wrappers, wastepaper, newspapers,
magazines, and waste matter that escapes or is allowed to escape from a container, receptacle, or package.
(3)
A person who disposes of a bulky item in violation of this paragraph is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or a fine not exceeding $5,000 or both.
(CB-28-1975; CB-124-1984; CB-115-1993; CB-108-1997; CB-70-2015; CB-54-2018; CB-27-2020)
Sec. 13-266. - Notice to remove.
The Director, whenever he finds and determines that the requirements set forth in Sections 13-264 or 13-265, or
both, of this Subtitle have been violated, shall notify, in writing, the owner or the person responsible for the
maintenance of the property to remove or properly dispose of the litter or weeds, or both, from the subject
property. Such notice shall be by United States Postal Service certified mail and addressed to said owner or other
responsible person at the last known address or the address shown on the real property tax records in the
Treasurer's Office for Prince George's County. Such notice, when so addressed and deposited with the Postal
Service with proper postage prepaid, shall be deemed complete and sufficient. In the event that such notice is
returned by the postal authorities, the Director shall cause a copy of the notice to be personally served by an
authorized representative upon the owners or occupants of the property or upon any agent of the owner thereof.
In the event that personal service cannot be accomplished, as aforesaid, after reasonable efforts, then notice shall
be accomplished by physical posting on the said property.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-267. - Action upon noncompliance.
It shall be the responsibility of any owner or responsible person duly notified to properly dispose of litter or
weeds, or both, within ten (10) calendar days after certified mailing of written notice provided for in Section 13266, above, or within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of written notice when personal service is effected, or
within ten (10) calendar days after physical posting of the property, and so notify the Director. If the violation is
not corrected within such time period, the Director shall issue a civil monetary fine in accordance with Section
13-271. The Director is also hereby authorized and empowered to defray the costs of disposing of such litter or
weeds, or both, by contract, or to order its disposal by County personnel. The property owner shall be notified of
the charges for disposal, in the manner prescribed by Section 13-266, and shall have thirty (30) days to pay.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-124-1984; CB-115-1993; CB-70-2015; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-268. - Charges included in tax bill.
When the County has effected the removal of such litter or weeds, or both, or has paid for its removal, the actual
cost thereof, if not paid by the owner within thirty (30) days, shall be charged to the owner of such property by a
supplemental tax bill issued upon recordation of the statement required by Section 13-269.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
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Sec. 13-269. - Recorded statement constitutes lien.
Where the full amount due the County is not paid by such owner within thirty (30) days after notice of the
charges for the disposal of such litter or weeds, the Director shall cause to be recorded with the Director of
Finance for Prince George's County a sworn statement showing the cost and expense incurred for the work, the
date the work was done, and the location of the property on which said work was done. Recordation of such
statement shall constitute a lien on such property, and shall be collected in the same manner as other County real
estate taxes.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-124-1984; CB-115-1993; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-270. - Appeals.
(a)
Within ten (10) calendar days from the certified mailing of the notice, or within ten (10) calendar days after
personal service of the notice, or within ten (10) calendar days after the posting of the property, whichever is
applicable, the owner or responsible person may file an appeal with the Administrative Hearing Unit established
by Division 15 of this Subtitle stating in detail the reasons as to why the action proposed by the Director should
not be taken.
(b)
Upon receipt of such appeal, the Administrative Hearing Unit shall schedule the matter its earliest convenience,
notify the appellant thereof, and hear the merits of the appeal. The proceedings shall be conducted in accordance
with the procedures outlined in Sections 13-1134 through 13-1151 and Section 13-1153 through 13-1154 of this
Code. The evidence at the hearing shall be limited to challenges of the Director's determination that a violation
exists and/or granting an extension of time. The Director shall have the initial burden to establish the basis for
the determination from which the appeal was taken. The appellant shall have the burden to establish by a
preponderance of the evidence that the Director has misconstrued or wrongly interpreted the intent and meaning
of this Code. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall determine only whether there was substantial evidence for
the Director to take the enforcement action from which the appeal was taken. The Administrative Hearing Unit
may not substitute its judgment for that of the Director.
(c)
The Administrative Hearing Unit's decision shall be given in writing within thirty (30) calendar days after the
hearing is concluded. A copy of each such decision shall be promptly filed with the Director and a copy shall be
sent by U.S. first-class mail, sent electronically, or otherwise delivered to the appellant. An appellant aggrieved
by a decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek reconsideration of the matter in accordance with
Section 13-1128 of this Code and all provisions of that Section shall apply to the disposition of the application
for reconsideration. The decision of the Hearing Administrator on an application for reconsideration shall
constitute the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(d)
Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit with respect to this Division may appeal
such decision to the Circuit Court of Prince George's County, Maryland, pursuant to the rules governing appeals
from administrative agencies. All appeals shall be on the record. The filing of a petition for judicial review does
not stay an order of the Administrative Hearing Unit, unless a stay is granted by the circuit court.
(CB-28-1975; CB-43-1980; CB-124-1984; CB-115-1993; CB-57-2011; CB-78-2012; CB-54-2018; CB-362020)
Sec. 13-271. - Civil monetary fine; injunctive relief.
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(a)
In addition to the provisions of Sections 13-267 through 13-270 of this Code, a person found in violation of this
Division shall be liable to a civil fine in accordance with Division 3 of Subtitle 28 of this Code.
(b)
The person issued the civil citation for violating this Division shall be subject to a monetary fine of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for each violation. Each day the violation continues is deemed a separate offense and
is subject to an additional citation and fine.
(c)
In addition, the County Attorney shall be authorized to pursue compliance of this Division by way of injunctive
relief in a court of competent jurisdiction.
(d)
The Police Department shall be authorized to issue a criminal citation or warning in lieu of the issuance of a
civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3.
(CB-28-1975; CB-137-1978; CB-124-1984; CB-115-1993; CB-108-1997; CB-57-2011; CB-70-2015; CB-542018)
DIVISION 9A. - ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES UNIT.
Sec. 13-272. - Purpose and Intent.
(a)
There is hereby established an Environmental Crimes Unit. The Department of the Environment shall be the
coordinating agency for the County, collaborating with the Department of Public Works and Transportation;
Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement; and the Prince George's County Police Department.
The mission of the Environmental Crimes Unit is to detect, apprehend, prosecute, and deter persons, owners,
lessors, associations, corporations, organizations, and entities from engaging in conduct that harms the County's
physical environment. Further, the mission is to educate the community at large about environmental violation
issues to make the County cleaner and improve the quality of life for the County's residents and stakeholders.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-272.01. - Memorandum of Understanding.
(a)
There is a Memorandum of Understanding, dated September 1, 2018, that was entered into by the County and
the Prince George's County Police Department to establish a Prince George's County policy for addressing major
incidents of illegal dumping by the Environmental Crimes Team. The Memorandum of Understanding shall be
the legal document evidencing the management and operations of the Environmental Crimes Team and the
Memorandum of Understanding may be amended from time to time, as deemed necessary. The Memorandum of
Understanding is attached hereto and incorporated herein, in full, and is designated as Attachment A.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-273. - Definition.
(a)
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Environmental crimes are defined as the following:
(1)
Litter, pursuant to Sections 13-261 through 13-271 of this Code;
(2)
Illegal Dumping, pursuant to Sections 23-150 through 23-151 of this Code; and
(3)
Other violations of the Antilitter and Weed Ordinance, Division 9 of Subtitle 13 of this Code; and the Road
Ordinance of Prince George's County, Division 4 of Subtitle 23 of this Code, which create or tend to create a
danger to the public health, safety, or welfare of the residents of the County.
(b)
Environmental Crimes include State and Federal laws on litter and illegal dumping.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-274. - Organization.
(a)
The Environmental Crimes Unit shall be comprised of the Environmental Crimes Team and shall operate in at
least three enforcement areas; one area each for the Northern, Central and Southern regions of the County.
(b)
The Environmental Crimes Unit shall be authorized and empowered as follows:
(1)
To enforce Environmental Crimes by issuing notices of violations and/or citations to the person or persons
allegedly violating Environmental Crimes laws;
(2)
To conduct inspections of alleged Environmental Crimes; and
(3)
To collect data and conduct public outreach and education regarding Environmental Crimes.
(c)
The composition of the Environmental Crimes Unit may be altered at the discretion of the County Executive or
their designee consistent with the mission of the Environmental Crimes Unit.
(d)
The County employees assigned to the Environmental Crimes Unit must have no criminal record and be of good
moral character.
(e)
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The Environmental Crimes Unit is authorized to offer and pay rewards for information that leads to the
apprehension and charging of any person for violating Environmental Crimes laws and the collection of a
penalty or fine from the person not to exceed 10 percent or up to $500 of the collected penalty or fine. The
appropriate enterprise funds shall be used for abatement and reward monies.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-275. - Site Assessment and Prioritization.
(a)
To effectively accomplish the Environmental Crimes Unit's mission, it is essential to identify locations in which
the enforcement teams will target. Site audits are critical to designation of target areas. Site assessments shall be
conducted through a variety of means, including, but not limited to: intelligence data currently in the possession
of the County, visual ground-level assessments conducted by the Environmental Crimes Unit enforcement
teams, aerial assessments conducted by the Environmental Crimes Unit enforcement teams, other inter-agency
groups such as the Nuisance Abatement Board, and resident and other stakeholder complaints.
(b)
Once site assessments are completed and data is examined, a finalized list of geographical target areas will be
established. Target areas will be prioritized and enforcement efforts will commence.
(c)
Gathered intelligence information shall be stored in a computerized data base to facilitate the work of the
Environmental Crimes Unit.
(d)
The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall give priority to cleaning up those sites in the public
right of way referred to them by the Environmental Crimes Unit and the Department of Permitting, Inspections
and Enforcement shall give priority to causing the cleaning up of private property sites referred to them by the
Environmental Crimes Unit.
(e)
The site assessment and prioritization facilitated by the Environmental Crimes Unit may be altered at the
discretion of the County Executive or their designee, consistent with the mission of the Environmental Crimes
Unit.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-276. - Operations.
A major component of the Environmental Crimes Unit is to visibly enforce environmental laws. Similarly, a
major component of the Environmental Crimes Unit is to covertly enforce environmental laws. Both the overt
and covert operations of the Environmental Crimes Unit shall be conducted pursuant to the Memorandum of
Understanding, as amended from time to time.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-277. - Outreach and Education.
(a)
1461/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Outreach and Education. An integral part of combating environmental violations is through outreach and
education. External outreach includes, but is not limited to: creation and dissemination of informational
pamphlets; establishment of an environmental enforcement hotline within the current 3-1-1 call system;
dissemination of violator identity; and community presentations. Internal outreach includes, but is not limited to:
creation of an enforcement quick reference guide and development of an internal training component.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-278. - Representation.
(a)
The County Attorney shall represent the County in the enforcement of Federal, State and County laws pertaining
to litter and illegal dumping.
(b)
The State's Attorney shall represent the County in the prosecution of cases involving Federal, State and County
laws pertaining to litter and illegal dumping.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-279. - Reporting.
(a)
The Department of the Environment shall annually report data and provide analysis of environmental crimes and
report data from the operations of the Environmental Crime Unit, with the exception of illegal dumping
complaints that are deemed by the County Attorney to be confidential and/or pre-decisional. The Annual Report
shall be transmitted, in accordance with State law, as part of the Ten-Year Solid Waste Management Plan.
(b)
Site assessment is an on-going process and site assessments will be conducted and priority target areas will be
updated periodically with a report at least once annually to the County Council and County Executive of the
violations, citations and arrests for Environmental Crimes; response times to complaints involving illegal
dumping; number and location of priority sites patrolled by each Environmental Crimes Unit team, and list of
number and location of known illegal dump sites in the County.
(CB-54-2018)
Sec. 13-280. through Sec. 13-300. - Reserved.
DIVISION 10. - HOUSING RECEIVERSHIP.
Sec. 13-301. - Purpose and scope.
The purpose of this Division is to establish authority and procedures for the Prince George's County Housing
Receivership Program. This Division shall apply to all uses on residentially zoned property and all residential
uses.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-302. - Definitions.
(a)
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Abatement means the removal or correction, including demolition, of any condition at a property that violates
the provisions of this Code, as well as the making of such other improvements or corrections as are needed to
effect the rehabilitation of the property or structure. Abatement does not include closing or sealing or other
physical securing of the structure.
(b)
Director refers to the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
Interested party means any person or entity that possesses any legal or equitable interest of record in the
property, including, but not limited to, the holder of any lien or encumbrance of record on the property.
(d)
Property means real property and all improvements thereon including edifices, structures, buildings, units, or
part thereof used or intended to be used for residential purposes, including attached and detached single-family
units, multifamily structures, and mixed-use structures which have one or more residential units.
(CB-105-1998; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-303. - Authority.
(a)
When the Director finds residential property in violation of any code enforced by the Department, and believes
that violation is a threat to the public's health, safety, or welfare, the Director may apply to a court of competent
jurisdiction for the appointment of a receiver to perform an abatement.
(b)
In administering the provisions of this Division, the Director's authority shall include, but is not limited to:
(1)
The identification of properties requiring abatement;
(2)
The nomination of qualified receivers for consideration for selection by the courts; and
(3)
The establishment of written rules and procedures as are deemed necessary for the administration of this
Division.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-304. - Identification of properties.
(a)
In identifying properties requiring abatement where the County may seek appointment of a receiver, the Director
shall consider those properties that have, at a minimum, the following characteristics:
(1)
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A violation of any provision that threatens the public health, safety, or welfare;
(2)
The owner has not acted in a timely manner to correct the violations; and
(3)
Abatement of the violations on the property would further the County's housing priorities and policies.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-305. - Notice to interested parties and application.
(a)
At least 30 days prior to the filing of an application for appointment of a receiver, the Director shall cause a
notice to be sent by regular mail to all interested parties.
(b)
The notice shall give the date upon which the County has the right to file with the court for the receiver, and in
addition shall:
(1)
State the address and legal description of the property;
(2)
List the code violations which give rise to the proposed application; and
(3)
Give the name, address, and telephone number of a person who can provide additional information concerning
the violations and their remedy.
(c)
If no interested party has taken any action to foreclose its security interest within 30 days of the date of the
notice, the Director may thereafter apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for the appointment of a receiver.
(d)
If, following the application for appointment of a receiver, one or more of the interested parties elects to correct
the conditions at the property giving rise to the County's application for appointment of a receiver, the interested
party shall be required to post security in an amount and character as the court deems appropriate to effect the
timely completion of the abatement by the interested party.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-306. - Nomination of receivers.
(a)
The Director shall identify and nominate one or more qualified receivers for appointment by the court. Receivers
may include the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County, the Prince George's County Housing
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Authority, the Community Standards Division of the Department, an urban renewal agency, or a private not-forprofit corporation, the primary purpose of which is the improvement of housing conditions within the County.
The Director shall evaluate, at minimum, the following criteria:
(1)
The location of the property relative to other properties owned or managed by the receiver;
(2)
The receiver's experience in abating similar violations and rehabilitating similar types of property;
(3)
The receiver's capacity to perform the abatement.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-307. - Power of a receiver.
(a)
A receiver appointed by the court shall have the authority to do any or all of the following, as specifically
limited by the court:
(1)
Take possession and control of the property, including the right to enter, modify and terminate tenancies, and to
charge and collect rents and apply rents collected to the costs incurred due to the receivership.
(2)
Negotiate contracts and pay all expenses associated with the operation and conservation of the property,
including, but not limited to, all utility, fuel, custodial, repair, and insurance costs.
(3)
Pay all accrued property taxes, penalties, assessments, and other charges imposed on the property by a unit of
government, as well as any charge of like nature accruing during the period of the receivership.
(4)
Dispose of all abandoned personal property found on the property.
(5)
Enter into contracts and pay for the performance of any work necessary to complete the abatement.
(6)
Enter into financing agreements with public or private lenders and encumber the property so as to have monies
available to correct the conditions at the property giving rise to the abatement.
(7)
Charge an administrative fee at an hourly rate approved by the court not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the
total cost of abatement, as the court deems appropriate.
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(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-308. - Plan and estimate.
Within 30 days after appointment by the court, a receiver shall submit to the court and the Director a written plan
for the abatement. The Director shall approve the plan and provide notice of such approval to the court before
the receiver commences work on the abatement.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-309. - Record keeping.
The receiver shall keep a record of all monies received and expended and all costs and obligations incurred in
performing the abatement and managing the property. Records shall be kept in a form as shall be agreed upon by
the receiver and the Director, and copies shall be provided to the Director monthly or more frequently upon
request.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-310. - Purchasing.
All abatement work done under this Division is exempt from the purchasing and contracting provisions of
Subtitle 10A of this Code.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-311. - Review of abatement expenditures by court; lien for unpaid expenses.
(a)
All monies expended and all costs and obligations incurred by the receiver in performing the abatement shall be
reviewed by the court for reasonableness and their necessity in performing the abatement. To the extent that the
court finds the monies, costs, or obligations to be reasonable and necessary, the court shall issue an order
certifying this fact as well as the amount found to be reasonable and necessary.
(b)
If the costs and obligations incurred due to the abatement have not been paid by an interested party, the order of
the court shall be filed with the County Director of Finance within 30 days of its entry by the court and shall
thereafter constitute a lien on the property.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-312. - Foreclosure.
In the event that the lien created pursuant to the terms of this Division and the Prince George's County Housing
Receivership Program is not paid in a timely fashion, the receiver or their assignee or other successor in interest
may bring a suit or action in foreclosure as provided for by law.
(CB-105-1998)
Sec. 13-313. - Termination of receivership.
(a)
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The receivership authorized pursuant to the terms of this Division shall terminate only by an order of the court
after a showing by an interested party or the receiver that:
(1)
The abatement has been completed;
(2)
The costs and obligations incurred due to the abatement have been paid by an interested party or a lien has been
filed pursuant to Section 13-1011 of this Division; and
(3)
The interested party will manage the property in conformance with the applicable provisions of this Code.
(CB-105-1998)
DIVISION 11. - COMMON OWNERSHIP COMMUNITIES PROGRAM.
Sec. 13-314. - Legislative findings and declaration of purpose.
The County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby finds that Prince George's County is facing
significant issues with respect to the lack of management and oversight as it relates to Common Ownership
Communities; that there is a lack of homeowner education with regard to the real estate process, governance,
enforcement procedures, and resolution of disputes; that there exists a misunderstanding amongst homeowners
of the responsibilities of the developer/builder as it relates to the establishment and direction of an efficiently
operated homeowner association/Common Ownership Community; and that in order to effectively respond, the
County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland hereby declares that it is the public policy of Prince
George's County to establish a program to assist in addressing the needs of Common Ownership Communities
by providing education, training and alternative dispute resolution services through the Common Ownership
Communities Program.
(CB-15-2007; CB-58-2015)
Sec. 13-314.01. - Commission on Common Ownership Communities established.
(a)
There is hereby established a Commission on Common Ownership Communities.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.02. - Purpose.
The purpose of the Commission on Common Ownership Communities is to:
(a)
ensure proper establishment and operation of homeowners' associations, condominium associations, and
cooperative housing corporations;
(b)
promote education, public awareness and association membership understanding of the rights and obligations of
living in a common ownership community;
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(c)
reduce the number and divisiveness of disputes, and encourage informal resolution of disputes;
(d)
maintain property values and quality of life in Common Ownership Communities;
(e)
assist and oversee the development of coordinated community and government policies, program, and services
which support these communities; and
(f)
prevent potential public financial liability for repair or replacement of common ownership community facilities.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.03. - Reserved.
Sec. 13-314.04. - Commissioners; Term; Qualifications; Appointment and Removal.
(a)
The Commissioners shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council in
accordance with the provisions of Sections 322 and 402 of the Charter for Prince George's County, Maryland.
(b)
The Commission shall consist of nine voting members:
(1)
Five members shall be selected from unit or lot owners or residents of self-managed and professionally managed
condominiums, self-managed and professionally managed cooperative housing corporations, and self-managed
and professionally managed homeowner associations, and may include members or former members of
governing boards; and
(2)
Four members should be selected from persons who are members of professions associated with common
ownership communities (such as a person involved in housing development and real estate sales and attorneys
who represent community associations, developers, housing management or tenants), including at least one
person who is a professional community association manager.
(c)
One designee of each of the following entities are ex-officio nonvoting members of the Commission: County
Council (if the Council selects a designee); Planning Board, Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement, Inspection and Enforcement; Department of Transportation; Department of Housing and
Community Development; Office of the Attorney General; and the Office of the County Attorney.
(d)
Each voting member serves a three (3) year term. Of the members first appointed, one-third must be appointed
for one (1) year terms, one-third must be appointed for two (2) year terms, and one-third must be appointed for
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three (3) year terms. A member shall not serve more than two consecutive full terms. A member appointed to fill
a vacancy serves the rest of the unexpired term. Members continue in office until their successors are appointed
and qualified.
(e)
The County Executive may remove a voting member of the Commission for neglect of or inability to perform
the duties of the office, misconduct in office, or serious violation of law. Before the County Executive removes a
member, the County Executive must give the member notice of the reason for removal and a fair opportunity to
reply.
(f)
Section 13-314.04(d) applies only to voting members of the Commission.
(g)
A majority of the voting members of the Commission shall elect one voting member as Chair and another as
Vice Chair, to serve at the pleasure of the Commission, and may select other officers as it determines.
(h)
Voting members of the Commission receive no compensation for their services.
(i)
The Commission meets at the call of the Chair as often as required to perform its duties, but at least once each
month. A majority of the voting members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a
majority of the voting members present at any meeting may take any official action.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.05. - Commissioners; Powers and Duties.
(a)
The Commission shall:
(1)
adopt rules and procedures as necessary to carry out the purposes of this Division;
(2)
keep a record of its activities and minutes of all meetings, which shall be kept on file and open to the public at
reasonable business hours upon request;
(3)
cooperate with the County Executive and all government agencies concerned with matters within the jurisdiction
of the Commission;
(4)
examine by means of meetings, subject to the Maryland Open Meetings Act, conferences, and public hearings,
conditions in common ownership communities which may result in unmet community, resident or public needs;
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and
(5)
advise the citizens of the County, the County Council, the County Executive, and County, State, and Federal
agencies on matters involving common ownership communities, and recommend such programs, training,
procedures or legislation as it finds necessary.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.06. - Staff, Offices and Supplies.
(a)
The Office of Community Relations shall provide the Commission with staff, offices and supplies as are
appropriate. In selecting staff to carry out the Commission's responsibilities under this Division, the Director
shall consider the recommendations of the Commission.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.07. - Powers.
(a)
The Commission for Common Ownership Communities is provided the following additional powers to
accomplish the intent of this Division:
(1)
The Commission shall review and evaluate the alternative dispute resolution process.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.08. - Referrals.
(a)
The Commission for Common Ownership Communities shall refer matters, as appropriate for further civil,
criminal, and administrative action to appropriate administrative and prosecutorial agencies.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.09. - Records Disclosure.
(a)
The Commission shall keep a record of its activities and minutes of all meetings, which must be kept on file and
open to the public at reasonable business hours upon request.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.10. - Reporting Commission Activities.
(a)
The Commission shall submit an annual report by September 1 to the County Executive and the County Council
summarizing its activities, needs, and recommendations, and the extent to which the goals of this Division are
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being met.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-314.11. - Quality Review.
(a)
Commission activities shall be subject to quality assurance reviews by an appropriate professional, non-partisan,
objective group every three to five years. A copy of the written report resulting from this review shall be
furnished to the County Executive and the County Council, and shall be made available to the public.
(CB-49-2015)
Sec. 13-315. - Common Ownership Communities Program.
(a)
There is hereby established a Common Ownership Communities Program. The Common Ownership
Communities Program shall be administered by the Director of the Office of Community Relations.
(b)
Rules and regulations, consistent with the purpose and spirit of the Common Ownership Communities Program,
shall be promulgated by the County Executive, subject to County Council approval by resolution. Said rules and
regulations shall govern the implementation and administration of the Common Ownership Communities
Program.
(CB-15-2007)
Sec. 13-316. - Definitions.
As used in this Division:
(a)
Alternative Dispute Resolution means a process for people in conflict, which includes two or more participants,
and one or two trained alternative dispute resolution specialists.
(b)
Alternative Dispute Resolution Specialist(s) are trained, impartial people who help people in conflict to
communicate with one another, understand each other, explore options for mutual gain, and if possible, reach
agreements that satisfy the participants' needs. An alternative dispute resolution specialist(s) does not provide
legal advice.
(c)
Association Document means:
(1)
The master deeds, declaration, incorporation documents, bylaws, and rules of any common ownership
community;
(2)
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Any written private agreement between any parties concerning the operation of the community or maintenance
or control of common or limited common property; and
(3)
Any similar document concerning the operation or governance of a common ownership community.
(d)
Common element includes:
(1)
in a homeowners association, property which is owned or leased by a homeowners association; and
(2)
in a condominium, all of the condominium except the units; and
(3)
in all common ownership communities, any other interest in real estate for the benefit of owners that is subject
to the declaration.
(e)
Common Ownership Community means:
(1)
A condominium, as defined pursuant to state law;
(2)
A cooperative housing corporation, as defined pursuant to state law; or
(3)
A homeowners association, as defined pursuant to state law.
(f)
Community Association means the legal entity, incorporated or unincorporated, that is responsible for the
governance or common property of a common ownership community.
(g)
Director means the Director of the Office of Community Relations.
(h)
Dispute means any disagreement between two (2) or more parties that involves:
(1)
The authority of a governing body, under any law or association document, to:
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(A)
Require any person to take any action, or not to take any action, involving a unit or common element;
(B)
Require any person to pay a fee, fine, or assessment;
(C)
Spend association funds; or
(D)
Alter or add to a common element; or
(2)
The failure of a governing body, when required by law or an association document, to:
(A)
Properly conduct an election;
(B)
Give adequate notice of a meeting or other action;
(C)
Properly conduct a meeting;
(D)
Properly adopt a budget or rules;
(E)
Maintain or audit books and records;
(F)
Allow inspection of books and records;
(G)
Maintain or repair a common element if the failure results in significant personal injury or property damage; or
(H)
Exercise its judgment in good faith concerning the enforcement of the association documents against any person
that is subject to those documents.
(i)
Dispute does not include any disagreement that only involves:
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(1)
Title to any unit or any common element;
(2)
The percentage interest or vote allocable to a unit;
(3)
The interpretation or enforcement of any warranty;
(4)
The collection of an assessment validly levied against a party; or
(5)
The exercise of a governing body's judgment or discretion in taking or deciding not to take any legally
authorized action.
(j)
Governing body of a community association means the council of unit owners, board of directors, or any other
body authorized by an association document to adopt binding rules or regulations.
(k)
Office means the Office of Community Relations.
(l)
Owner includes:
(1)
A unit owner in a condominium;
(2)
A lot owner in a homeowners association; and
(3)
A member of a cooperative housing corporation.
(m)
Party includes:
(1)
An Owner;
(2)
A Governing body; and
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(3)
An occupant of a dwelling unit in a common ownership community.
(n)
Unit or Lot includes:
(1)
Any physical portion of a common ownership community with distinct property boundaries that:
(A)
Provides complete, independent living facilities for one or more individuals;
(B)
Contains permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation; and
(C)
Is designated for exclusive ownership, control, or occupancy by those individuals; and
(2)
All legally enforceable rights and interests incidental to individual ownership of real property in a common
ownership community.
(CB-15-2007; CB-58-2015)
Sec. 13-317. - Director; duties and responsibilities.
(a)
The Director shall have operational responsibility for carrying out the duties prescribed in this Division and for
enforcing the provisions of this Division.
(b)
The Director is authorized to:
(1)
research, assemble, analyze and disseminate pertinent data and educational materials about activities and
programs which assist Common Ownership Communities; plan and conduct educational and other programs,
meetings and conferences to promote the operation of Common Ownership Communities;
(2)
maintain a master roster of Common Ownership Communities, their leadership, and their professional
management companies if applicable;
(3)
develop and maintain an information, assistance and referral system for all services in the County related
directly to Common Ownership Communities, and recommend other services when needed;
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(4)
maintain a collection of Common Ownership Community association documents for use as a model and for
reference;
(5)
develop an education program for residents in a Common Ownership Community that includes but is not limited
to governance of a Common Ownership Community, rights and duties of residents in a Common Ownership
Community, and dispute resolution;
(6)
develop an education program for Common Ownership Community governing bodies that includes but is not
limited to adoption and enforcement of rules, transition from developer control, conduct of elections, and
selection of community management and other professional services; and
(7)
operate a dispute mediation process.
(CB-15-2007)
Sec. 13-318. - Registration; fees.
(a)
A Common Ownership Community shall register with the Office on or before December 31 of each year, and
identify its elected leadership, managing agents, appointed officers, fidelity insurance information, dates of
reserve studies, current reserve balances, contact numbers for the association's officers, management companies
and/or legal counsel on a form provided by the Office. The Common Ownership Community shall disclose its
grievance procedure.
(b)
Any Common Ownership Community that does not comply with requirements of this Section shall be deemed to
have committed a civil violation subject to temporary suspension of a Common Ownership Community
Association's registration status and a suspension of a Common Ownership Community Association's right to
file legal actions in Prince George's County.
(c)
The governing body of a community association is responsible for compliance with this subsection.
(d)
By Ordinance, the County may impose a fee to provide administrative hearing services for the resolution of
disputes involving Common Ownership Communities located in the County.
(CB-15-2007; CB-50-2015)
Sec. 13-319. - Mandatory Alternative Dispute Resolution; filing disputes.
(a)
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Any registered community association and/or an owner may request alternative dispute resolution subject to the
following:
(1)
A party may not file an alternative dispute resolution request with the Office until the party makes a good faith
attempt to exhaust all procedures or remedies provided in the association documents.
(2)
If a party requests the alternative dispute resolution procedure, the Office shall notify all parties of the filing and
of the alternative dispute resolution session.
(3)
The Office shall provide a qualified alternative dispute resolution specialist to meet with the parties within thirty
(30) days after a party requests the alternative dispute resolution procedure to attempt to settle the dispute and
render a written decision within 60 days.
(4)
A party may file a dispute with the Office thirty (30) days after any procedure or remedy provided in the
association documents has been initiated before the association.
(5)
The community association may not take any action to enforce or implement its decision until the time to file a
request for alternative dispute resolution process has been exhausted and the opposing party has not requested
alternative resolution process.
(6)
When a dispute is filed with the Office, a community association may not take any action to enforce or
implement the association's decision until the process under this Section is completed.
(7)
A community association member may not file an action in any Prince George's County Court until he/she has
first attempted conflict resolution as outlined in this Section.
(8)
The Office may investigate facts and assemble documents relevant to a party if, in its opinion, a dispute was not
properly filed with the Office. The Office may dismiss a dispute if it finds that there are no reasonable grounds
to conclude that a violation of applicable law or a violation of any association document has occurred, or it may
investigate further.
(9)
No association member or its representatives will be allowed to petition the courts for resolution to a matter until
all options in this Section/Subsection have been exhausted.
(10)
The Office may reconsider the dismissal of a dispute under this Subsection if any party, within thirty (30) days
after the dispute is dismissed shows that:
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(A)
The Office erroneously interpreted or applied applicable law or an association document; or
(B)
Material issues of fact that are necessary to a fair resolution of the dispute remain unresolved.
(11)
Dismissal of a dispute shall not prevent a parties' rights to file a claim in the appropriate court.
(b)
The parties to an alternative dispute resolution session may not use any statement or information from an
alternative dispute resolution session in any later court proceedings and alternative dispute resolution specialists
and intake staff in the Office may not be compelled to testify in a court proceeding related to an alternative
dispute resolution session.
(CB-58-2015)
DIVISION 12. - NOTICE CONCERNING RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO
FORECLOSURE.
Sec. 13-1101. - Definitions.
(a)
Director means the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's
designee.
(b)
Person authorized to make the sale means the person designated pursuant to the Maryland Rules to sell
residential property subject to foreclosure.
(e)
Residential property means real property improved by four or fewer single family dwelling units.
(d)
Municipality means an incorporated city or town within Prince George's County.
(e)
Commercial property means any improved and unimproved real property that is zoned industrial, commercial, or
nonresidential use under the provisions of Subtitle 27 of this Code.
(CB-11-2009; CB-37-2010; CB-71-2010; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-1102. - Registration of residential and commercial property subject to foreclosure.
(a)
Within five calendar days after a person authorized to make the sale of a residential or commercial property has
filed an order to docket or a complaint to foreclose a mortgage or deed of trust on residential or commercial
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property located in the County, the person authorized to make the sale shall give notice of the filing to the
Director.
(b)
The notice shall identify the residential or commercial property subject to foreclosure by street address and, if
known, by tax account number, and shall include the names and addresses, if known, of all owners of the
residential or commercial property subject to the foreclosure action and the name, address, and telephone
number of the person authorized to make the sale.
(c)
The person authorized to make the sale may provide to the Director the name, address, and telephone number of
a person authorized to manage and maintain the residential or commercial property prior to the sale of the
residential or commercial property.
(CB-11-2009; CB-71-2010; CB-58-2011)
Sec. 13-1103. - Failure to provide notice.
A person authorized to make the sale that fails to give notice as required in this Division shall pay a civil penalty
of fifty dollars ($50) for each calendar day the notice is not filed.
(CB-11-2009)
Sec. 13-1104. - Disclosure of information under the Maryland Public Information Act.
(a)
In order to deter vandalism, theft, arson, or trespassers, the notice filed with the Director shall be maintained as
confidential financial information of the person authorized to make the sale and shall not be disclosed by the
Director until a deed has been recorded for the property.
(b)
Not withstanding subsection (a) above, the Director may enter into a Memorandum of Understanding to disclose
the confidential information about the finances of an individual with a municipality that has enacted a local
ordinance or law implementing Chapter 149, Laws of Maryland, 2009. The Memorandum of Understanding
shall specify that the confidential financial information shall not be shared with any third parties pursuant to the
Maryland Public Information Act.
(CB-11-2009; CB-37-2010)
Sec. 13-1105. - Maintenance standards for property subject to foreclosure.
(a)
All owners or persons authorized to manage and maintain the residential or commercial property to be
foreclosed shall be responsible for the property standards and maintenance requirements in Division 1 and 7 of
Subtitle 13.
(b)
The Director shall have authority, in accordance with Division 1 and 7 of Subtitle 13, to seek compliance with
the property standards and maintenance of properties registered under this Division.
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(CB-58-2011)
DIVISION 12A. - FORECLOSED PROPERTY REGISTRY ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 13-1105.01. - Definitions.
In this Division, the following words have the meanings indicated:
(a)
Foreclosed Property Registry means the Foreclosed Property Registry established by the Maryland Department
of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation as required by Section 14-126.1, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(b)
Foreclosure purchaser means the person identified as the purchaser on the report of sale required by Maryland
Rule 14-305 for foreclosure sale of residential property.
(CB-12-2017)
Sec. 13-1105.02. - Foreclosure registration required.
A foreclosure purchaser shall submit any required registration to the Foreclosed Property Registry as prescribed
by Section 14-126.1, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-12-2017)
Sec. 13-1105.03. - Penalties.
For failure to register a property as required under Section14-126.1, Real Property Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee
may impose a civil penalty of $1,000.
(CB-12-2017)
Sec. 13-1105.04. - Compliance by Existing Foreclosure Purchasers.
Persons who were foreclosure purchasers prior to the effective date of this Act shall submit any outstanding
registration to the Foreclosed Property Registry required by Section 14-126.1, Real Property Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland within thirty (30) days after the effective date of this Act or be penalized in accordance with
Section 13-1105.03 of this Division.
(CB-12-2017)
DIVISION 13. - UTILITY DISCLOSURE AND HOME ENERGY AUDITS.
Sec. 13-1106. - Definitions.
(a)
Department means the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
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Director means the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's
designee.
(c)
Federal Housing Authority Energy Efficient Mortgage means a mortgage that covers upgrades for new and
existing homes and is available in fifty states. A Federal Housing Authority (FHA) loan enables a home buyer to
obtain a single loan to finance both property acquisition and to complete major improvements after loan closing.
(d)
Home energy audit means an evaluation of the energy efficiency of a home which includes any test or diagnostic
measurement which the Department finds necessary to:
(1)
ensure that a home's energy efficiency is accurately measured; or
(2)
identify steps that can be taken to improve a home's energy efficiency.
(e)
Single-family home means a single family residential real property improved by four or fewer single family
units.
(f)
This section does not apply to:
(1)
The initial sale of single family residential real property that has never been occupied or for which a certificate
of occupancy has been issued within one year before the seller and buyer entered into a contract of sale;
(2)
A transfer that is exempt from the transfer tax under § 13-207 of the Tax-Property Article, except land
installment contracts of sale under § 13-207(A)(11) of the Tax-Property Article and options to purchase real
property under § 13-207(A)(12) of the Tax-Property Article;
(3)
A sale by a lender or an affiliate or a subsidiary of a lender that acquired real property by foreclosure or deed in
lieu of foreclosure;
(4)
A sheriff's sale, tax sale, or sale by foreclosure, partition, or court- appointed trustee;
(5)
A transfer by a fiduciary in the course of the administration of a decedent's estate, guardianship, conservatorship
or trust;
(6)
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A transfer of single family residential real property to be converted by the buyer into a use other than residential
use or to be demolished; or
(7)
A sale of unimproved real property.
(CB-25-2012; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 13-1107. - Duties and responsibilities.
(a)
A seller of single family residential real property shall provide, on written request, copies of electric, gas, water
and sewer and home heating oil bills, or a document detailing the monthly electric, gas, water and sewer and
home heating oil usage of the residential property, for the 12-month period preceding the date the contract is
signed. If the seller did not occupy the single-family home for the entire prior 12 months preceding the date the
contract is signed, the seller must provide the buyer, on written request, with the required information for that
part of the prior 12 months, if any, that the seller occupied the single-family home.
(b)
The information required under § 13-1107(a) shall be provided if the request is made at the time the contract is
signed and the seller has access to the information.
(c)
This section may not be construed to limit the seller from making utility information available to prospective
buyers in a sale listing on the multiple listing service.
(d)
The information provided under § 13-1107(a) is provided without warranties, either express or implied,
including as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the information.
(e)
The Department shall provide, on written request, material approved by the Department that gives information
about home energy efficiency improvements, including the benefit of conducting a home energy audit.
(f)
The Department shall provide, on written request, material that gives information on the Federal Housing
Authority's Energy Efficient Mortgage Program (EEM) and the related Home Energy Rating Systems.
(CB-25-2012; CB-111-2012)
Sec. 13-1108. - Home Energy Audits.
The Department shall evaluate options to encourage homeowners to conduct a home energy audit.
(CB-25-2012)
Sec. 13-1109. - Reporting Utility Cost Disclosure and Home Energy Audits.
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The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall annually report to the County Council
regarding utility cost disclosure and home energy audits to the extent available.
(CB-25-2012; CB-18-2013)
DIVISION 14. - CONVERSION OF RENTAL HOUSING.
Sec. 13-1110. - Authority and purpose.
The purpose of this division is to protect the tenancies of certain households in rental housing conversions and to
allow the County the ability to purchase and rehabilitate rental housing in areas of the County as a means of
revitalization. The County Council finds that there is a continuing shortage of quality low and moderate-income
affordable rental housing in the County, that the County also finds that it seeks to stabilize and preserve housing
opportunities for low and moderate-income households, that tenants can experience hardships when they are
displaced by conversion of rental housing and that it is in the best interests of public health, safety and welfare to
regulate the conversion of rental housing in the County.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1111. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings:
(1)
Convert and conversion means:
(A)
subjecting of property to a condominium regime by recording in the County land records that comply with the
requirements in Title 11 of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland;
(B)
changing the use of multifamily rental facility to a nonresidential use;
(C)
demolishing at least one-third of occupied units in a twelve (12) month period;
(D)
displacing tenants from at least one-third of occupied units in a twelve (12) month period by raising rents or
preparing to rehabilitate the multifamily rental facility; or
(E)
any other act that ends the use of the property as a multifamily rental facility.
(2)
Department means the Department of Housing and Community Development.
(3)
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Director means the Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development or their designee.
(4)
Dwelling Unit shall mean one (1) or more rooms arranged for the use of one (1) or more individuals living
together as a single housekeeping unit, within a rental facility.
(5)
Owner means a person holding title to rental housing.
(6)
Multifamily rental facility means any building, structure, or combination of related buildings, structures, and
appurtenances, operated as a single entity, housing cooperative ("COOP"), or a condominium, in which the
landlord provides for a consideration twenty (20) or more rental dwelling units; but shall not be construed to
mean any transient facilities such as boarding houses, tourist homes, inns, motels, hotels, school dormitories,
hospitals or medical facilities, any other facilities operated for religious or eleemosynary purposes, continuing
care facilities regulated by the State pursuant to Article 70B of the Maryland Annotated Code, and projects
authorized under 10 U.S.C. 2828, which allows the U.S. Government to lease housing facilities at or near a
military installation for assignment, without rental charge, as family housing for members of the Armed Forces.
(7)
Sale, sell, or selling means:
(A)
transfer of title to rental housing;
(B)
transfer in a 12-month period of a majority interest in owner; or
(C)
lease of rental housing for more than 7 years.
(8)
Tenant means any person having a leasehold right to occupy a dwelling unit in a rental facility.
(9)
Title means a legal or equitable ownership interest in rental housing; or a legal, equitable, or beneficial interest
in a partnership, limited liability company, limited partnership, corporation, trust or other person who is not an
individual, that has a legal or equitable ownership interest in rental housing.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1112. - Notice of sale.
(a)
A notice is required as follows:
(1)
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Within five (5) days after an owner enters into a bona fide contract of sale to sell rental housing, the owner must
provide written notice of the sale:
(A)
to each tenant in the multifamily rental facility by hand or by certified mail, return receipt requested;
(B)
posted in the public areas of the multifamily rental facility; and
(C)
to the Director of the Department by certified mail, return receipt requested.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1113. - County right of first refusal.
(a)
An owner shall offer the Department the right to buy a multifamily rental facility before selling the rental
housing to another party, except as provided under this section.
(b)
An offer required by subsection (a) above must:
(1)
be in writing;
(2)
be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, within five (5) business days after the execution of a bona fide
contract of sale, to the Department;
(3)
include substantially the same terms and conditions as a pending bona fide contract of sale from a third party to
buy the multifamily rental facility;
(4)
within seven (7) business days of receipt of the offer, the Department shall make an initial evaluation whether it
will exercise its right of first refusal or waiver pursuant to this section and shall notify the owner in writing;
(5)
if the Department determines that it will exercise its right of first refusal the offer shall remain open for sixty
(60) days for a multifamily rental facility after it is received for the Department pursuant to this section.
(c)
The owner must give the Department:
(1)
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any information about the multifamily rental facility relevant to exercising the right of first refusal, such as
architectural and engineering plans and specifications, and operating data; and
(2)
access to the multifamily rental facility to inspect the property and conduct reasonable tests at reasonable times
after reasonable notice within forty-five (45) days of the notice of sale under Section 13-1112 of this division.
(d)
The Department may exercise the right of first refusal by accepting the offer within the applicable period under
subsection (b)(4) above.
(e)
The owner must sell the multifamily rental facility under the right of first refusal if the acceptance includes
substantially the same terms and conditions contained in the owner's bona fide contract of sale with the third
party, including any contract term that provides for a bona fide real estate commission payable to an independent
broker. Notwithstanding this general requirement or any term of the contract, the Department may condition its
acceptance on obtaining financing within one hundred eighty (180) days from the date of the offer.
(f)
The owner and the Department must complete a sale under this subsection within one hundred eighty (180) days
after the Department receives the owner's offer unless the owner agrees to extend the 180-day period.
(g)
If the Department does not exercise its right of first refusal within the applicable period under subsection (b)(4)
above, the owner may sell the multifamily rental facility to the third party buyer under substantially the same
terms and conditions offered to the Department.
(h)
The Department may waive its right to purchase a particular multifamily rental facility or unit, by execution and
delivery of an appropriate waiver.
(i)
The Department may accept an offer to buy rental housing in a municipality only if the municipality approves in
writing within one hundred eighty (180) days from the date of the offer. The failure of a municipality to provide
written approval to the Department within the timeframe above shall be deemed an approval.
(j)
The Department or any entity the County assigned the right of first refusal under Section 13-1119 is not liable
for any damages incurred by the owner, a third-party buyer, a tenant, or any other person in connection with a
decision to exercise or not exercise a right of first refusal under this division.
(CB-27-2013)
Editor's note— CR-51-2015 allows the County the Right of First Refusal to all areas of the County where the
owner of a multi-family rental facility of 20 units or more intends to sell the facility.
Sec. 13-1114. - Exceptions to County right of first refusal.
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(a)
An owner may sell a multifamily rental facility without providing any right of first refusal under Section 131113 if the Department approves a written agreement that:
(1)
prohibits the buyer from converting the multifamily rental facility for at least three (3) years after the sale; or
(2)
at least twenty (20) percent of the units in the multifamily rental facility as rental units for fifteen (15) years
from the date of acquisition for households do not exceed the applicable income eligibility figures established
under Section 11-138 (b)(4)(ii) of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; and
(3)
the Department received the written agreement from the prospective buyer at least thirty (30) days before the
sale.
(b)
The Department may approve or reject an agreement with the buyer under this subsection only after considering
the:
(1)
physical condition of the multifamily rental facility, including any rehabilitation necessary to correct dangerous
defects;
(2)
tenants' ability to afford rent increases; and
(3)
the need to preserve quality low- and moderate-income rental housing in the County;
(c)
An owner does not have to provide a right of first refusal for a sale or transfer:
(1)
in a multifamily rental facility with less than twenty (20) rental dwelling units;
(2)
under the terms of a bona fide mortgage or deed of trust;
(3)
to a mortgagee in lieu of foreclosure or any other proceedings, arrangement or deed in lieu of foreclosure;
(4)
under a court order or judicial sale;
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(5)
from one co-tenant to another co-tenant by operation of law;
(6)
under a will or descent or intestate distribution;
(7)
to the State or a local government;
(8)
to a spouse, son or daughter;
(9)
made pursuant to the liquidation of a partnership, limited liability company, or corporation; or
(10)
into a partnership, limited liability company, or corporation wholly owned by the person(s) so contributing.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1115. - Certificate of compliance.
(a)
The Department must issue a certificate of compliance for a multifamily rental facility to the owner, the buyer,
or any other interested party, in a form appropriate for recordation in the land records, when the Department
determines that the requirements of this division have been satisfied.
(b)
The certificate is conclusive evidence of compliance with this division.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1116. - Complaints, enforcement.
(a)
Any person harmed by an owner, buyer, or any other person who violates this division may file a written
complaint with the Department.
(b)
The Department may enforce this division by:
(1)
investigating any alleged violation;
(2)
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issuing a summons or subpoena to compel the attendance of a person or the production of documents or other
evidence;
(3)
enjoining a violation;
(4)
revoking a rental license issued under this Subtitle;
(5)
reporting a violation to any other appropriate government agency;
(6)
informal conciliation between a complainant and an alleged violator;
(7)
dismissing a complaint when the Director of the Department determines that there is insufficient evidence of a
violation;
(8)
obtaining injunctive or other appropriate judicial relief, such as an order to:
(A)
require compliance with a summons or a subpoena;
(B)
require an alleged violator or witness to attend a Department meeting or other proceeding concerning the alleged
violation;
(C)
require production of documents or other evidence;
(D)
require transfer of documents or other evidence to the Court; or
(E)
prohibit the destruction of documents or other evidence;
(9)
recovering costs and fees of an investigation or a lawsuit if the Department finds a violation occurred, and
prevails in any appeal;
(10)
ordering any appropriate financial, legal, or equitable relief to a tenant injured by a violation of this subdivision;
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(11)
any other applicable enforcement action that the Department could take to enforce a violation of this Subtitle;
(12)
developing, conducting, or assisting in educational and information programs concerning the requirements of
this subdivision; and
(13)
adopting regulations to implement this subdivision.
(c)
Any sale of a multifamily rental facility in violation of this subdivision is void.
(d)
This division does not limit any other legal right or remedy otherwise available to a person.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1117. - Penalties.
A violation of this division or a regulation adopted under this division is a violation under Section 28-221 of the
County Code. A violation may be punished as a separate violation for each unit in the multifamily rental facility
affected by the violation for each day the violation exists.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1118. - Annual Report to the Council.
(a)
By December 31 of each year, the County Executive or Department shall report to the County Council on
activities under this division for the prior fiscal year, including:
(1)
any offer of a right of first refusal received by the County;
(2)
any agreement not to convert that the Department approved; and
(3)
any conversion of rental housing in the County.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1119. - Department regulations; partnership.
(a)

1490/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The Department shall promulgate such regulations necessary to implement the requirements of the division by
January 1, 2014 and may amend them as needed pursuant to the County Code.
(b)
The Department may partner with or assign its right of first refusal by written agreement to a non-profit,
governmental agency, tenant organization, or other third-party entity, to acquire or finance the purchase of rental
housing under this division.
(CB-27-2013)
Sec. 13-1120. - Designation.
Section 13-1113 and Section 13-1114 shall only apply to properties located entirely within an area specifically
designated by resolution of the County Council with concurrence of the County Executive.
(CB-27-2013)
DIVISION 15. - ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 13-1121. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Division, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Administrative Citation means a prepayable citation issued for the violation of any law or regulation for which
this Code provides for administrative adjudication under this Division and which charges a person with violation
of the law or regulation and requires the person to pay a fine and abate the infraction.
(2)
Administrative Hearing Officer means an individual nominated by the Director, but shall be approved by the
Board to conduct hearings or proceedings pursuant to this Division.
(3)
Administrative Hearing Unit means the panel of Administrative Hearing Officers that conduct hearings or
proceedings pursuant to this Division.
(4)
Board means the Prince George's County Nuisance Abatement Board under Section 14-173 of the County Code.
(5)
Chairperson means the Chairperson of the Board or the Chairperson's designee.
(6)
Charging agency means the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement
(7)
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Day in this Division, shall mean calendar days.
(8)
Department means the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(9)
Director means the Director of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement or the Director's designee.
(10)
Hearing Administrator means an individual nominated by the Director and approved by the Board to consider
and issue decisions where reconsideration of an Administrative Hearing Officer's decision is requested pursuant
to Sec. 13-1128 of this Code.
(11)
Inspector means a County employee of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement who has
been authorized by the employee's agency to issue citations, or violation notices, under this Subtitle, or any other
relevant provisions of the County Code.
(12)
Party means a charging agency or a respondent.
(13)
Person means:
(A)
an individual;
(B)
a receiver, trustee, guardian, personal representative, fiduciary, or representative of any kind; or
(C)
a partnership, firm, association, corporation, governmental agency, or other entity of any kind.
(14)
Prima facie evidence means evidence that, on its face, would be sufficient to establish something as a fact unless
later rebutted by subsequent evidence to the contrary.
(15)
Probative means tending to prove or disprove a point in a dispute.
(16)
Respondent means the person to whom a citation is issued.
(17)
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Violation notice means a document issued by a department inspector, or enforcement officer informing a party of
non-compliance with the law that requires abatement.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1122. - Scope.
(a)
These rules shall govern all proceedings under this Division and any other relevant provisions of the County
Code.
(b)
The requirements of Subtitle 28 of the Prince George's County Code do not apply to this Division.
(c)
The issuance of a citation under this Division does not preclude the pursuit of any other remedy or enforcement
action under any other provisions of the County Code.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1123. - General jurisdiction of the Administrative Hearing Unit.
The Administrative Hearing Unit has full authority to enforce the provisions of this Division, including any rules
and regulations adopted under them.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1124. - Rulemaking authority.
(a)
In general. The Director shall recommend rules and regulations to the Administrative Hearing Unit. The
Administrative Hearing Unit may accept or reject the recommendations as it deems appropriate. The
Administrative Hearing Unit shall adopt rules and regulations necessary to carry out its powers and duties,
which they may amend, under this Division and shall make those rules and regulations publicly available.
(b)
Matters included. The rules and regulations shall include:
(1)
procedures for the issuance and enforcement of administrative citations, notices of violations, civil fines, and
civil penalties;
(2)
procedures for the adjudication of contested matters, including the conduct of hearings and appeals by the
Administrative Hearing Unit;
(3)
procedures for the enforcement of any order that is contained in a citation or made part of an order or decision of
an Administrative Hearing Officer; and
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(4)
procedures for authorizing, but not mandating electronic filing.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1125. - Administrative Citations.
(a)
Required contents. A citation issued under this Division shall include, at a minimum:
(1)
date of issuance;
(2)
the name and address of the party charged;
(3)
the address of the location at which the violation occurred;
(4)
the date and time that the violation occurred;
(5)
a description of the nature of the violation;
(6)
the section of this Code that was violated;
(7)
the manner and time in which the person shall either:
(A)
pay the prescribed fine prescribed for the violation and correction of the violation or
(B)
request a hearing on the violation;
(8)
the time within which the violation, if ongoing, must be abated; and
(9)
a notice that failure to pay the fine and correct the violation, or to request a hearing, within the prescribed time
may result in a default decision and order entered against the party.
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(b)
Service of citations. A citation shall be:
(1)
issued by an Inspector; and
(2)
served on the person or property and the property owner cited by one of the following methods:
(A)
in person;
(B)
first class mail;
(C)
delivery to a person 18 years or older who resides at the cited person's last known address; or
(D)
posting on the front door of the property; or
(E)
delivery to the registered agent by first class mail.
(3)
if applicable, mailed to the property owner and registered management agent for multifamily property.
(c)
Effect of citation. When properly issued and served, the citation or a copy of it shall:
(1)
constitute full and complete notice of the violation cited in it;
(2)
constitute full and complete notice of an order of abatement, if abatement is ordered; and
(3)
constitute prima facie evidence of the facts contained in it, if sworn to or affirmed under the penalties of perjury.
(d)
Single document permissible. A single document may be used to issue two or more separately numbered
citations.
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(e)
Electronic signature. An electronic signature may be used to execute a citation and to serve as an affirmation,
under the penalties of perjury, that the facts stated in the citation are true.
(f)
Records of citation to be kept. The original or a copy of the citation shall be filed and retained in the records of
the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1126. - Default of administrative citation.
(a)
Failure to respond to administrative citation constitutes an admission of liability. Any person cited under an
administrative citation is conclusively considered to have admitted liability for the violation cited and
responsibility for abating the violation if, after thirty (30) days of service of the violation, the person:
(1)
fails to pay the prescribed prepayable fine and abate the violation; or
(2)
fails to request a hearing on the violation; or
(3)
fails to appear on the designated hearing date, if the party has requested a hearing.
(b)
Order of an Administrative Hearing Officer, default penalty. Under any of the circumstances described in
subsection (a) of this section, an Administrative Hearing Officer may:
(1)
render a default decision and order against the Respondent; and
(2)
impose a civil penalty, after consideration of certain factors, which may include, the nature and severity of the
underlying violation, history of past violations, mitigating or aggravating circumstances, that is:
(A)
no less than the amount of the prepayable fine specified for the violation in question; and
(B)
a maximum of:
(i)
one thousand dollars ($1,000); or
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(ii)
three times the prepayable fine specified for the violation in question.
(c)
Notice of default order. Before an order based on a default becomes final, an Administrative Hearing Officer
shall notify the Respondent, by first-class mail, of:
(1)
the default decision and order;
(2)
the amount of all penalties imposed; and
(3)
the right of the Respondent, within thirty (30) days of the notice, to avoid a final judgment and collection
proceedings by requesting that the default be vacated for good cause shown.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1127. - Administrative adjudications.
(a)
In general. The Administrative Hearing Unit, acting through its Administrative Hearing Officers, and other
authorized agents shall:
(1)
conduct hearings and other proceedings for adjudicating violations of the laws, rules, and regulations enforced
by the Administrative Hearing Unit; and
(2)
have full authority to render decisions and orders, as well as impose civil penalties provided by law for those
violations.
(b)
Every decision of an Administrative Hearing Officer from which no reconsideration is sought constitutes a final
action of Administrative Hearing Unit.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1128 - Reconsideration.
(a)
A Respondent found liable at a hearing conducted pursuant to this Subtitle shall be entitled to reconsideration of
the matter if a written application is received by the Department or is postmarked within 10 calendar days of the
date of a finding of liability.
(b)
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The application for reconsideration shall set forth one or more of the following grounds:
(1)
Newly discovered or newly available relevant evidence;
(2)
Need for additional evidence to establish a defense;
(3)
Probable error committed by the Administrative Hearing Officer in the proceeding, including failure to judicially
notice a fact on which the decision of the Administrative Hearing Officer rests or failure to inform the
respondent of a judicially noticed fact on which the decision of the Administrative Hearing Officer; or
(4)
A clear need for further consideration of the issues.
(c)
An application for reconsideration shall contain all documents or evidence in support of reconsideration.
(d)
On reconsideration, the matter shall be reviewed by the Hearing Administrator, or a designee. The Hearing
Administrator shall issue a decision on an application for reconsideration within sixty (60) days of receipt of the
application. Failure by the Hearing Administrator, or a designee, to issue a decision within sixty (60) calendar
days after receipt of an application for reconsideration shall be deemed a decision in favor of the Respondent.
(e)
A decision on application for reconsideration constitutes the final decision of the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1129. - Judicial and appellate review.
(a)
Judicial review.
(1)
Any party who, after having exhausted all administrative remedies available is aggrieved by a final decision of
the Administrative Hearing Unit may seek judicial review of that decision by petition to the Circuit Court for
Prince George's County in accordance with the Maryland Rules.
(2)
The filing of an appeal does not stay an order of the Administrative Hearing Unit, unless the Circuit Court for
Prince George's County grants a stay.
(b)
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Appellate review. A party to the judicial review may appeal the court's final judgment to the Court of Special
Appeals in accordance with the Maryland Rules.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1130. - Fines and penalties.
(a)
Penalty as debt and lien. Any civil penalty imposed on a person by the Administrative Hearing Unit, whether on
hearing, on default, or otherwise:
(1)
is a personal debt owed by that person to the County; and
(2)
if the offense involves real property owned by that person, creates a lien on that property in favor of the County.
(b)
Collection of penalties and liens. All penalties and liens incurred under this Division:
(1)
are collectible from and enforceable against any of the assets of the person who incurred the penalty; and
(2)
may be collected and enforced in the same way that the County collects and enforces other debts due to it or
liens in its favor.
(c)
Priority over other liens and encumbrances. All penalties and liens incurred under this Division have priority
over all other liens and encumbrances, except taxes or other government assessments.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1131. - Abatement orders.
(a)
Payment does not relieve obligation to correct.
(1)
Payment of a fine does not relieve the respondent of the obligation to correct ongoing violations by the date
specified in the administrative citation.
(2)
Additional administrative citations may be issued for uncorrected violations by the date specified in the citation.
(b)
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Correction does not relieve obligation to pay. The correction of a violation does not relieve the respondent of the
obligation to pay the prescribed fine.
(c)
Authority to abate violations upon issuance of final decision of Administrative Hearing Unit. In the event that a
Respondent fails to comply with a final decision by the Administrative Hearing Unit that includes an order to
abate a violation within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of the final decision, the Department is hereby
authorized and empowered to undertake the abatement of the violation by County personnel or by contract. The
Department is further authorized to defray the costs of the abatement by assessing those costs to Respondent.
Respondent shall be responsible for those costs and shall be notified through the issuance of a written notice
served through the following means:
(1)
Mailing by United States Postal Service first-class mail addressed to Respondent and mailed to the property at
which the violation occurred, and
(2)
Mailing by United States Postal Service first-class mail addressed to Respondent and mailed to any address
provided by Respondent to the Administrative Hearing Unit during the course of administrative proceedings,
and
(3)
if the Respondent is the record owner of the property at which the violation occurred, mailing by United States
Postal Service first-class mail to the address shown for Respondent on the real property tax records in the
Treasurer's Office for Prince George's County.
(d)
Charges included in tax bill. Where the full amount due the County for the costs of abatement in accordance
with subsection (c) above is not paid by Respondent within thirty (30) days after written notice, the Department
shall cause to be recorded with the Director of Finance a sworn statement showing the cost and expense incurred
for the work, the date the work was done, and the location of the property on which said work was done.
Recordation of such statement shall constitute a lien on such property and shall be collected in the same manner
as other County real estate taxes.
(e)
Assistance of law enforcement in carrying out abatement order. The Department may request the assistance of
law enforcement, including the Police Department, to undertake any abatement action authorized by this
Subtitle. The Police Department is authorized to assist in any such abatement action upon the request of the
Department.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1132. - Judicial assistance in enforcement.
In addition to the remedies provided in Section 13-1131 above, the Department may apply to a court of
competent jurisdiction for enforcement of any decision, order, or subpoena issued under this division.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1133. - Violations to which subtitle applies.
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(a)
In general. The jurisdiction and authority of the Administrative Hearing Unit extends to each of the provisions of
the Prince George's County Code that are specified in subsection (e) of this section, as those provisions may be
amended, including any rules and regulations adopted under them. The issuance of an administrative citation
does not preclude pursuit of any other remedy or enforcement action authorized by law.
(b)
Prepayable fines.
(1)
The basic prepayable civil fine for a violation of a provision is specified next to the listing of that provision in
subsection (e) of this section.
(2)
The basic prepayable fines is doubled, however, on any administrative citation that is issued to a person or
property if, within the past twelve (12) months:
(A)
a final order of an Administrative Hearing Officer, whether issued on hearing, on default, or otherwise, imposed
a penalty on that person or property for a violation of the same provision; or
(B)
that person prepaid an administrative citation for violation of the same provision.
(c)
Continuing violations. If a provision of law provides that the continuation or reoccurrence of a violation
constitutes a separate offense, a separate citation may be issued for each separate offense.
(d)
Prior notice not required. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Prince George's County Code to the
contrary, notice need not be given before the issuance and enforcement of an administrative citation for any of
the provisions listed in subsection (e) of this section.
(e)
Provisions and penalties enumerated.
(1)
In Section 13-101 of the County Code, the County adopted the International Property Maintenance Code, as
amended in Subtitle 13 and known as the "Housing Code." An Inspector may issue and an Administrative
Hearing Officer may adjudicate administrative citations issued pursuant only to Sections 108, 301, 302, 303,
304, 305, 306, and 404 of the Housing Code, and all of the respective subsections thereunder. The penalty for
violation of any of the enumerated sections is $300.00 per violation.
(2)
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In Subtitle 4, Division 1 of the County Code, the County adopted and amended certain provisions of the
International Building Code and the International Residential Code. An Inspector may issue and an
Administrative Hearing Officer may adjudicate notices of violation and administrative citations issued pursuant
to Sections 4-116, 4-117, 4-255, and 4-256 and all of the respective subsections thereunder. The penalty for
violation of any of the enumerated sections is One Thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per violation.
(3)
In Subtitle 5, Division 8 of the County Code, the County enacted licensing requirements for short-term rentals.
An Inspector may issue and an Administrative Hearing Officer may adjudicate penalties, citations, suspensions,
and revocations issued pursuant to Sections 5-175.05, 5-175.06, and 5-175.07 of this Code, and all of the
respective subsections thereunder. The penalty for violation of any of the enumerated sections is $1,000.00 per
violation.
(4)
In Subtitle 13, Division 7 of the County Code, the County enacted minimum standards for maintenance of
structures, equipment, and exterior property for all property and structures used or zoned for commercial and
industrial purposes and for residentially zoned property where the use is other than residential. An inspector may
issue and an Administrative Hearing Officer may adjudicate notices of violation and administrative citations
issued pursuant to Sections 13-244 and 13-246, and all of the respective subsections thereunder. The penalty for
an administrative citation issued pursuant to any of the enumerated sections is $1000.00 per violation.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020; CB-81-2020; CB-61-2021)
SUBDIVISION 2. - GENERAL RULES FOR PROCEEDINGS.
Sec. 13-1134. - Scope.
(a)
These rules and regulations in conjunction with the Administrative Hearing Unit's promulgated rules and
regulations shall govern all proceedings under this Division.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1135. - Filing with the Administrative Hearing Office.
(a)
All documents permitted or required to be filed with the Administrative Hearing Unit shall be filed in
accordance with the established rules of the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1136. - Form and Service of Documents.
(a)
Captions. Each document filed with the Administrative Hearing Unit shall contain a caption that sets forth:
(1)
the title of the action;
(2)
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the citation number or the docket number assigned to the proceeding; and
(3)
a brief descriptive title of the document that indicates its nature.
(b)
Signature—By attorney.
(1)
Every document of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one attorney who has been
admitted to practice law in the State of Maryland.
(2)
The signature of an attorney constitutes a certification that:
(i)
the attorney has read the document;
(ii)
to the best of the attorney's knowledge, information and belief, there is good ground to support it; and
(iii)
it is not interposed for delay.
(c)
Signature—By party. Every document of a party who is not represented by an attorney shall be signed by the
party.
(d)
Signature—Sanctions. If a document is not signed as required (except an inadvertent omission to sign, if
promptly corrected) or is signed with intent to defeat the purpose of this rule, it may be stricken, and the action
may proceed as though the document had not been filed.
(e)
Service.
(1)
This subsection applies to all documents, except for administrative citations, that are required to be served on
other parties.
(2)
If service is required on a party represented by an attorney, service shall be made on the attorney unless the party
is self-represented, then service shall be made upon the party through either first-class mail to the party or, if
applicable, a registered agent.
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(3)
Each document shall be accompanied by a signed certificate of service that specifies the date, manner of service
and copies were provided to all parties.
(f)
Electronic Filing.
(1)
The Administrative Hearing Unit may prescribe methods to allow parties to submit any required papers or
documents through electronic means. The submission of any paper or documents through electronic means shall
constitute filing for all purposes under this Subtitle so long as the submission complies with the prescribed
methods in all respects.
(2)
Requirements for electronic filing of papers:
(aa)
All papers to be filed electronically shall be submitted in an electronic format to be specified by the
Administrative Hearing Unit. Any specifications as to particular filing formats shall be made publicly available
through the public website for the Administrative Hearing Unit.
(bb)
All papers or documents that are required to be signed must include the signer's typewritten name accompanied
by a visual image of the signer's handwritten signature or by the symbol /s/.
(3)
A party who elects to file papers electronically assumes responsibility for any delay, disruption, interruption of
electronic signals, and legibility and completeness of the paper. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall make all
reasonable efforts to resolve any such complications, but a party who elects to file papers electronically accepts
the risk that any of the above circumstances may result in a determination by the Administrative Hearing Unit
that a submission may be deemed not filed or not timely filed.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1137. - Appearances.
(a)
In general. Persons are permitted to participate in proceedings before the Administrative Hearing Unit as
provided in this section.
(b)
Individuals. An individual respondent may appear:
(1)
in person, in his or her own behalf;
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(2)
by an attorney licensed to practice in the State of Maryland; or
(3)
by an person with a valid Power of Attorney that meets the requirements set forth by the Administrative Hearing
Unit.
(c)
Businesses. A business, non-profit organization, or government agency may appear:
(1)
by an attorney licensed to practice in the State of Maryland; or
(2)
to the extent allowed by law, by any officer, employee, or authorized agent.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1138. - Records.
(a)
Administrative Hearing Unit to keep. The Administrative Hearing Unit shall maintain files containing all
documents, evidence, and other items and information submitted to or produced by an administrative hearing
officer during the course of a proceeding.
(b)
Files to be public. These files shall be available for public inspection in accordance with the Maryland Public
Information Act, Section 4-101 et seq. of the General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
SUBDIVISION 3. - PRE-HEARING PROCEDURES.
Sec. 13-1139. - Pre-Hearing Requests to Reschedule.
On written application to the Hearing Administrator and for good cause shown, the Hearing Administrator may
reschedule a scheduled hearing for a brief period.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1140. - Consolidation.
In the interest of the convenient, expeditious, and complete determination of cases involving the same or similar
issues or the same parties, an administrative hearing officer may consolidate two or more citations for
adjudication at one hearing.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1141. - Discovery by Respondent.
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(a)
In general.
(1)
On timely, written request, a respondent is entitled to receive from the charging agency:
(A)
a list of the names of witnesses intended to be called; and
(B)
copies of documents intended to be submitted into evidence.
(2)
To be timely, the request must be submitted to the Hearing Administrator at least fifteen (15) days before the
scheduled hearing.
(3)
The Hearing Administrator shall forward the request to the charging agency within forty-eight (48) hours of
submission.
(4)
Within seven (7) days after it receives the request from the Hearing Administrator, the charging agency shall
serve a written response on the respondent, with a copy sent to the Hearing Administrator.
(b)
Limitations.
(1)
Pre-hearing discovery is limited to the matters enumerated in subsection (a) of this section.
(2)
All other applications or motions for discovery, including depositions on oral examinations shall be made to the
administrative hearing officer at the start of the hearing, and the administrative hearing officer may order further
discovery, as appropriate.
(c)
Supplementation. If a party has responded to a request for discovery, and before the hearing obtains further
material information, the party shall supplement the response promptly.
(d)
Sanctions. If any party fails to properly respond to a lawful discovery request or order or wrongfully refuses to
answer questions or produce documents, an administrative hearing officer may take appropriate action,
including, but not limited to, precluding evidence or witnesses of the offending party or striking the pleadings or
defenses of that party.
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(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
SUBDIVISION 4. - HEARING PROCEDURES.
Sec. 13-1142. - Scheduling notice.
(a)
In general. If a respondent timely requests a hearing, an administrative hearing officer shall:
(1)
set the date, time, and place for the hearing;
(2)
provide the parties with at least twenty (20) days' notice of the hearing.
(b)
Contents of notice. The notice shall state:
(1)
the date, time, place, and nature of the hearing;
(2)
the right of a party to be represented, at the party's own expense, by an attorney or, if permitted by law, another
representative;
(3)
the right of a party to seek discovery under Section 13-1141 of the Prince George's County Code;
(4)
the right of party to call witnesses and submit documents or other evidence under Section 13-1231 of the Prince
George's County Code; and
(5)
that failure to appear for the scheduled hearing may result in an adverse action against the party.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1143. - Timing of hearing.
(a)
In general. Absent a showing of good cause, and unless a specific time standard is prescribed by another
provision of this Code, the hearing date shall be within one hundred eighty (180) days of the filing of a request
for hearing or appeal filed under this Subtitle or under another provision of this Code.
(b)
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Accelerated hearing. A Respondent or other appellant may waive the twenty (20) days' notice provision in
Section 13-1142 of this Subdivision and may request an accelerated hearing. Upon receipt of a request for
accelerated hearing, the Hearing Administrator may assign the case for an immediate hearing, on appropriate
notice to the charging agency and subject to the availability of the charging agency to appear. By requesting an
accelerated hearing, a party waives any right to discovery.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1144. - General nature of hearing.
(a)
Orderly but informal. All hearings shall be conducted in an orderly but informal manner.
(b)
Expedition.
(1)
Hearings shall proceed with all reasonable expedition and, to the extent practicable, shall be held at one place
and continue without suspension, except for brief recesses, until concluded.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1145. - Record.
The Administrative Hearing Unit shall arrange for a stenographic, mechanically, and/or digitally-created record
of all hearings.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1146. - Order of proceedings.
Subject to modification by an administrative hearing officer for good cause, all hearings shall be conducted in
the following order:
(a)
presentation and argument of motions preliminary to a hearing on the merits;
(b)
presentation of opening statements, if any;
(c)
charging agency's case in chief;
(d)
respondent's case in chief;
(e)
charging agency's case in rebuttal;
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(f)
charging agency's closing argument;
(g)
respondent's closing argument; and
(h)
charging agency's rebuttal closing, if necessary.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1147. - Oaths.
(a)
In general. Before testifying, a witness is required to declare that the witness will testify truthfully and under the
penalties of perjury.
(b)
Administration. The declaration shall be by oath or affirmation, administered:
(1)
in the form of Maryland Rule 1-303; or
(2)
in special circumstances, in some other form or affirmation calculated to impress on the witness the duty to tell
the truth.
(CB-64-2017)
Sec. 13-1148. - General duties and powers of an Administrative Hearing Officer.
(a)
General duties. An Administrative Hearing Officer has the duty to:
(1)
conduct a fair and impartial hearing;
(2)
take all necessary action to avoid delay in the disposition of proceedings;
(3)
maintain order; and
(4)
ensure the hearing provides fundamental fairness.
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(b)
General powers. An Administrative Hearing Officer has all powers necessary to these ends, including the power
to:
(1)
administer oaths and affirmations;
(2)
issue discovery orders and rule on objections to those orders;
(3)
receive evidence and rule on offers of proof;
(4)
regulate the course of the hearing and the conduct of the parties and their representatives;
(5)
hold conferences for simplification of issues or for any other proper purposes;
(6)
interrogate witnesses;
(7)
consider and rule on all procedural and other motions, including requests for adjournment; and
(8)
make and file recommended decisions and orders.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1149. - Ex-parte communications.
An Administrative Hearing Officer may not receive any ex-parte communication from any party, including, but
not limited to, the charging agency, or a Respondent or appellant about a proceeding.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1150. - Impartiality.
(a)
In general. An Administrative Hearing Officer should disqualify himself or herself from any hearing in which
the Administrative Hearing Officer's impartiality might reasonably be questioned, including any instances in
which the Administrative Hearing Officer:
(1)
has a personal bias or prejudice about a party;
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(2)
has personal knowledge of disputed evidentiary facts in the proceeding;
(3)
served as a lawyer in the matter in controversy or was professionally associated with another person while that
person served as a lawyer in the matter in controversy;
(4)
has been a material witness to the matter;
(5)
has a financial interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party to the proceeding;
(6)
has any other interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the proceeding;
(7)
knows that his or her spouse or dependent child:
(A)
is serving as a lawyer in the matter in controversy or is professionally associated with another person who is
serving as a lawyer in the matter in controversy;
(B)
is likely to be a material witness in the proceeding;
(C)
has a financial interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party to the proceeding; or
(D)
has any other interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the proceeding; or
(8)
any other reason creating a conflict of interest.
(b)
Motion to disqualify.
(1)
A party may request that an Administrative Hearing Officer disqualify him- or herself for good cause shown.
The request shall be ruled on by the Administrative Hearing Officer in the proceeding.
(2)
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If the Administrative Hearing Officer denies the request, the party may obtain a brief adjournment to seek
review by the Hearing Administrator.
(c)
Notice of disqualification. When an Administrative Hearing Officer disqualifies him- or herself from a
proceeding, the Administrative Hearing Officer shall do so on the record and shall notify the Hearing
Administrator of the recusal.
(d)
Replacement. On disqualification of an Administrative Hearing Officer, the Hearing Administrator shall appoint
another Administrative Hearing Officer to conduct the hearing.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1151. - Amendments to administrative citations.
(a)
Administrative Hearing Officer may allow. If doing so will facilitate the determination of a controversy on the
merits, an Administrative Hearing Officer may allow, upon written motion by the applicable party and leave of
the Administrative Hearing Officer, appropriate amendments to a citation or notice of violation, subject to
conditions necessary to avoid injustice, prejudice or unfair surprise to a party.
(1)
Without Leave of the Administrative Hearing Officer. A charging agency may file an amendment to citation or
notice of violation without leave of the Administrative Hearing Officer by the date set forth in a scheduling order
or, if there is no scheduling order, no later than 30 days before a scheduled hearing date. Within 15 days after
service of an amendment, any other party to the action may file a motion to strike setting forth reasons why the
Administrative Hearing Officer should not allow the amendment. If an amendment introduces new facts or
varies the case in a material respect, an adverse party who wishes to contest new facts or allegations shall file a
new or additional answer to the amendment within the time remaining to answer the original citation or within
15 days after service of the amendment, whichever is later. If no new or additional answer is filed within the
time allowed, the answer previously filed shall be treated as the answer to the amendment.
(b)
Conformance to evidence. When issues reasonably within the scope of a citation, but not expressly raised by the
citation, are tried with both parties present:
(1)
the issues shall be treated in all respects as if they had been raised by the citation; and
(2)
provided it is not prejudicial, amendments of the citation may be made at any time necessary to make it conform
to the evidence, with leave or permission of the Administrative Hearing Officer.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1152. - Burden of proof for administrative citations.
(a)
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In general. The charging agency has the burden of proof in establishing by a preponderance of the evidence that
the respondent has committed the violations charged in the citation.
(b)
Citation as prima facie evidence. If a citation is sworn to or affirmed under the penalties of perjury, the citation
constitutes prima facie evidence of the facts stated in it.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1153. - Evidence.
(a)
In general. Unless otherwise provided by these rules and regulations, the proceedings shall be conducted in an
informal manner and the strict rules of evidence shall not apply.
(b)
Right to submit. On a genuine issue of fact, a party is entitled to:
(1)
call witnesses;
(2)
offer evidence; including rebuttal evidence;
(3)
cross-examine any witness that another party calls; and
(4)
present summation and argument.
(c)
Scope. The Administrative Hearing Officer:
(1)
may admit probative evidence that reasonable and prudent individuals commonly accept in the conduct of their
affairs and give probative effect to that evidence.
(2)
may not exclude evidence solely on the basis that it is hearsay;
(3)
shall give effect to a privilege recognized by law;
(4)
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may take official notice of a fact that is judicially noticeable or that is general, technical or scientific and within
the specialized knowledge of an Administrative Hearing Officer; and
(5)
may exclude evidence that is:
(A)
incompetent;
(B)
irrelevant;
(C)
immaterial;
(D)
unduly repetitious;
(E)
unduly prejudicial.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1154. - Stipulation instead of hearing.
(a)
Stipulation authorized. At any time before the Administrative Hearing Officer issues a recommended decision
and order, the charging agency may offer the respondent a settlement of the matter by stipulation instead of a
further hearing.
(b)
Required elements. The stipulation shall:
(1)
be in the manner and form set by the Administrative Hearing Unit; and
(2)
contain:
(A)
an admission of the violation;
(B)
the facts stipulated to;
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(C)
the amount of the penalty to be imposed; and
(D)
the compliance to be ordered, if any.
(c)
Before initial hearing.
(1)
If the stipulation is entered into and filed with the Administrative Hearing Unit before the initial hearing on the
matter, the stipulation shall be reviewed by an Administrative Hearing Officer.
(2)
Within a reasonable time after the stipulation has been filed, the Administrative Hearing Officer shall:
(A)
issue a final written decision and order that incorporates the terms of the stipulation; or
(B)
order the matter to be rescheduled for a hearing by an Administrative Hearing Officer, if the stipulation is not
acceptable to the Administrative Hearing Officer.
(d)
During hearing. If the stipulation is entered into during the course of a hearing and if an Administrative Hearing
Officer approves the stipulation, it shall be incorporated into an Administrative Hearing Officer's written
decision and order.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
Sec. 13-1155. - Decisions and Orders.
(a)
Administrative hearing officer to prepare. An Administrative Hearing Officer shall prepare a written decision
and order within thirty (30) days of the completion of a hearing.
(b)
Decision. An Administrative Hearing Officer's written decision shall set forth:
(1)
finding of fact and conclusions of law; and
(2)
the Administrative Hearing Officer's reasons for its findings on all material issues.
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(c)
Order. If an Administrative Hearing Officer finds that the charges in an administrative citation should be upheld,
the Administrative Hearing Officer shall prepare a written order that sets forth:
(1)
the penalty; and
(2)
the remedial relief or sanctions, if authorized by law to impose such remedial relief or other sanctions.
(d)
Filing. The decision and order shall be filed with the Administrative Hearing Unit and properly served on all
parties.
(e)
Finality. If a timely application for reconsideration is not filed under Section 13-1128 of the Prince George's
County Code, the Administrative Hearing Officer's recommended decision and order:
(1)
shall be adopted by the Administrative Hearing Unit, without further action; and
(2)
constitutes the Administrative Hearing Unit 's final action in the matter.
(CB-64-2017; CB-36-2020)
SUBDIVISION 5. - RESERVED.
Sec. 13-1156. through Sec. 13-1161. - Reserved.
Editor's note— Sections 13-1156 through 13-1161 of this Subtitle were repealed by CB-36-2020.
SUBDIVISION 6. - RESERVED.
Sec. 13-1162. through Sec. 13-1164. - Reserved.
Editor's note— Sections 13-1162 through 13-1164 of this Subtitle were repealed by CB-36-2020.
SUBTITLE 13A. - LABOR CODE.
DIVISION 1. - COLLECTIVE BARGAINING GENERALLY.
Sec. 13A-101. - Declaration of policy.
(a)
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland is mandated by Section 908 of the County Charter to
provide procedures for County employees to organize and bargain collectively through representatives of their
own choosing so that they may meaningfully participate in the formulation and implementation of personnel
policies affecting their employment, and to provide procedures for resolving collective bargaining impasses
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involving protective service employees. In enacting this law, the County Council finds that joint decision making
is the modern way of administering government and that where public employees have been granted the right to
share in the decision-making process affecting wages and working conditions, they have become more
responsive and better able to exchange ideas and information on operations with their administrators.
Accordingly, government is made more effective.
(b)
The County Council, therefore, declares that it is the public policy of this County to promote harmonious and
cooperative relations between government and its employees and to protect the public by assuring effective and
orderly operations of government. These policies are best effectuated by:
(1)
Recognizing the right of public employees to organize for the purpose of collective bargaining;
(2)
Providing a means by which employees may select units appropriate for effective dealings between their
representatives and their employer;
(3)
Requiring the employer to negotiate with and enter into written agreements with exclusive representatives on
matters of wages, hours and other terms and conditions of employment, while at the same time;
(4)
Recognizing merit principles consistent with the provisions of Article IX of the Charter; and
(5)
Establishing a rational method for dealing with disputes and work stoppages.
(CB-1-1973; CB-24-1981)
Sec. 13A-102. - Definitions.
In this Subtitle the following words shall have the meaning indicated.
(a)
Arbitration means a procedure by which parties who are unable to agree on a solution to a problem, and whose
subject matter is covered by Division 1 of this Subtitle, shall submit the dispute to a third party.
(b)
Appropriate unit means a group of employees for whom a labor organization may be certified as the exclusive
bargaining representative pursuant to Section 13A-106.
(c)
Certification means official recognition by Prince George's County, Maryland that a labor organization is, and
shall remain, the exclusive representative for all of the employees in an appropriate bargaining unit for the
purpose of collective bargaining, until it is replaced by another labor organization, decertified, or dissolves.
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(d)
Charter means the Prince George's County Charter adopted on November 3, 1970.
(e)
County means the Prince George's County, Maryland.
(f)
County Council means the legislative branch of the County Government.
(g)
Director means the Director of the County Office of Human Resources Management, or the Director's designee.
(h)
Employee means any person whose salary and/or job description is determined in whole or in part by the
County, but shall not include elected officials, management level employees, confidential employees, and
officials appointed pursuant to law to a policy-making position. An individual shall continue to be an employee
within the meaning of this law even if his work has ceased as a consequence of, or in connection with, any unfair
labor practice. In addition, the term employee shall include also such individuals to whom the coverage of this
law is extended pursuant to Section 13A-116 herein.
(i)
Employer means the County Executive and any individual who represents him or acts in his interests in dealing
with employees, or any governmental body operating within the County which elects to have the definition of
employee contained in Section 13A-102(h) herein extended to include its employees pursuant to Section 13A116 herein, or any person acting as an agent of said governmental body.
(j)
Impartial agency means any of the following or other similar organizations: The American Arbitration
Association, The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, (FMCS) The State of Maryland Department of
Labor, Licensing and Regulation, Division of Labor and Industry, The National Center for Dispute Settlement,
and The U.S. Department of Labor.
(k)
Impasse means the failure of the employer and the exclusive representative to reach a collective bargaining
agreement despite good faith efforts to do so.
(l)
Intervener means a labor organization that has complied with the provisions of Division 1 of this Subtitle that
permit it to be included with the petitioning employee organization as one of the choices on the ballot in a
representation election.
(m)
Labor organization means any labor union or other organization in which employees participate and which has
as one of its purposes the representation of employees concerning wages, hours, or other terms and conditions of
employment, but shall not include any organization which unlawfully engages in discrimination with regard to
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, or national origin.
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(n)
Management level employee means any individual who is involved directly in the determination of policy or
who responsibly directs the implementation thereof.
(o)
Mediation means the process by which the parties to an impasse seek to reconcile their differences through the
services of a third party. The third party will act as an intermediary in bringing the parties together and will
actively seek to assist the parties in reaching a settlement by making suggestions, providing background
information, and noting avenues open to the parties for settlement.
(p)
Person means one or more individuals, labor organizations, employers, employees, partnerships, associations,
corporations, legal representatives, trustees, trustees in bankruptcy, or receivers.
(q)
Professional employee means any employee whose work:
(r)
State, in Division 1 of this Subtitle, shall mean the State of Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and
Regulation, Division of Labor and Industry.
(s)
Strike means the failure by concerted action with others to report for duty, the willful absence from one's
position, the stoppage of work, or the abstinence in whole or in part from the full, faithful, and proper
performance of the duties of employment, or in any manner interfering with the operation of any public
employer, for the purpose of inducing, influencing, or coercing a change in the conditions or compensation or
the rights, privileges, or obligations of employment.
(t)
Supervisor means any individual having authority, in the interest of the employer, to hire, transfer, suspend, lay
off, recall, promote, discharge, assign, reward, or discipline other employees; or responsibly to direct them; or to
adjust their grievances; or effectively recommend such action, if, in connection with the foregoing, the exercise
of such authority is not of a merely routine or clerical nature, but requires the use of independent judgment;
provided, however, that the exercise of any single function of authority enumerated above shall not necessarily
require the conclusion that the individual so exercising that function is a supervisor within the meaning of this
law.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Editor's note— Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Section 2-309(r)(7), states that all nonprobationary
commissioned full-time employees of the sheriff's office, including deputy sheriffs, are subject to the County
Labor Code with regard to collective bargaining for compensation, including pension and other fringe benefits.
Sec. 13A-103. - Employee Rights.
(a)
Employees shall have the right of self-organization, to form, join, or assist any labor organizations, to bargain
collectively through representatives of their own choosing on wages, hours and other terms or conditions of
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employment, and to engage in other concerted activities for the purpose of collective bargaining or other aid or
mutual protection, free from interference, restraint, or coercion.
(b)
Employees shall also have the right to refrain from any or all such activities except to the extent that such right
may be affected by an agreement requiring as a condition of employment the payment of a monthly service
charge, in an amount not greater than the regular monthly dues paid by union employees to such labor
organization, as a contribution toward the administration of the agreement, as authorized in Section 13A-113(a)
(3).
(c)
Notwithstanding any other provision in this law, an individual employee may present a grievance at any time to
his employer without the intervention of a labor organization, provided that the exclusive representative is
afforded an effective opportunity to be present and to offer its view at any meetings held to adjust the complaint
and that any adjustment made shall not be inconsistent with the terms of any applicable collective bargaining
agreement. Such employee or employees who utilize this avenue of presenting personal complaints to the
employer shall not do so under the name, or by representation, of a labor organization. Appeals of rights not
subject to a grievance procedure, must, however, be appealed to the Personnel Board.
(d)
In any instance where a collective bargaining agreement provides for retroactive pay for a period which exceeds
one (1) year, the employee shall be entitled to interest calculated to the date of executed contract based upon the
prevailing interest rate collected on County funds averaged over the period for which the interest is paid.
(e)
Employees shall have the right to transfer up to one (1) day per year of annual leave to their respective union
local for the purpose of union representation; provided, however, that the accumulation of annual leave of each
union local shall not exceed the total number of hours normally worked by an employee in any one (1) year as
prescribed in the salary plan outlining employee work week, leave, etc., and other conditions of work of each
respective union local. The use of such leave shall be determined in accordance with procedures to be
established by each union local and approved by the general membership of each respective union local at a
general membership meeting. Said procedures shall not require any union member to transfer annual leave to the
respective union local on terms not equal to that required to be transferred by other members of the union local.
Upon the promulgation of procedures governing the use of leave for union purposes, each union local shall
notify the Director of adopted procedures for leave use. Before use of leave, each union representative shall give
reasonable notice to his or her supervisor of the need to use leave for union purposes.
(CB-1-1973; CB-82-1980; CB-104-1980; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-104. - Arbitration Proceedings.
(a)
Except as otherwise provided for in Division 1 of this Subtitle, the parties to a dispute relating to:
(1)
Representation matters (Sections 13A-105, 13A-106 and 13A-107);
(2)
Unfair labor practices and negotiability disputes (Sections 13A-110, 13A-113, 13A-114, and 13A-115); and
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(3)
Impasse disputes (Sections 13A-111, 13A-111.01 and 13A-112) may submit the matter to arbitration.
(b)
Powers and duties of arbitrator. Unless otherwise explicitly stated, the arbitrator presiding over any matter
covered by Division 1 of this Subtitle may:
(1)
hold such hearings and make such inquiries as the arbitrator deems necessary to properly carry out the
arbitrator's functions and powers;
(2)
administer oaths and affirmation;
(3)
examine witnesses and documents;
(4)
take testimony and receive evidence; and
(5)
compel attendance of witnesses and the production of documents by the issuance of subpoenas. However, the
Arbitrator shall protect the confidentiality of documents so produced.
(c)
Arbitrator selection.
(1)
An arbitrator, who is a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators, may be selected by agreement of the
parties. If the parties have agreed to an arbitrator but the arbitrator is unable to serve and there is not mutual
agreement to an alternate arbitrator, then the process in subparagraph (2) below shall apply.
(2)
If the parties are unable to agree to an arbitrator, then the party requesting arbitration shall file with the
American Arbitration Association or the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service a written request for a
panel of nine arbitrators who are members of the National Academy of Arbitrators. If the parties are unable to
agree to an arbitrator from the panel submitted, the parties, beginning with the party requesting arbitration, will
alternately strike panel members until there is only one member remaining. The sole remaining panel member
shall arbitrate the dispute.
(d)
Hearings. Arbitration hearings shall be conducted in Prince George's County, Maryland unless otherwise agreed
in writing by the parties. The arbitrator shall designate a time and place for the hearing and notify the parties not
less than 20 days before the hearing.
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(e)
Rights at hearing. At the arbitration hearing, each party has the right to be heard, to present evidence material to
the controversy, and to examine and cross-examine witnesses. Arbitrators are not bound by the technical rules of
evidence.
(f)
Written decision. The arbitrator shall issue a written decision on the dispute within 30 days after declaring the
record closed unless the parties otherwise agree in writing.
(g)
Costs shared. Each party shall bear its own expenses in connection with the arbitration proceedings. Except for
cases involving representation matters, the parties shall share equally the cost of obtaining the panel as provided
in subparagraph (c) of this Section and the fee and expenses of the arbitrator.
(CB-1-1973; CB-105-1980; CB-8-2016)
Editor's note— CR-35-2013 provides that the Prince George's County Public Employee Relations Board is
exempted from the residency requirement.
Sec. 13A-105. - Selection of exclusive representatives.
(a)
The employer may not recognize, without an election, a labor organization as the exclusive representative for
purposes of collective bargaining.
(b)
Where, in accordance with the provisions set forth in paragraph (c) of this section, a petition has been filed:
(1)
By a labor organization, or in the case of decertification by an employee or group of employees, supported by
evidence that at least 30% of employees in an appropriate unit:
(A)
Wish to be represented for collective bargaining by an exclusive representative; or
(B)
Assert that the certified labor organization is no longer the representative of the majority of the employees in the
unit; or
(2)
Any labor organization shall be allowed to intervene upon the filing of a petition, which meets all of the
requirements of Division 1 of this Subtitle, with the employer supported by evidence of at least 10%
representation in said unit. If such intervener contends that the unit is inappropriate, it must present a 30%
showing of interest with respect to the unit it alleges is appropriate.
(c)
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Petition for certification. A labor organization that seeks certification for purposes of collective negotiations as
an exclusive representative shall file a petition for certification with the Director containing the following
information and documentation:
(1)
a statement that the employee organization has as a primary purpose the representation of employees in their
employment relations with the County;
(2)
a statement that the employee organization has no terms or conditions of membership which discriminate with
regard to race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, age, political affiliation, disability, ancestry, or national
origin;
(3)
a request that the County recognize the employee organization as the exclusive representative of the employees
that the organization proposes for an appropriate representation unit;
(4)
a list containing each job class title to be included in the proposed appropriate representation unit; and
(5)
a statement that the labor organization has in its possession written proof dated within six months of the date on
which the petition is filed that establishes that at least 30% of the employees in the proposed appropriate
representation unit have designated the employee organization to represent them in their employment relations
with the County. An electronic alphabetical list of authorizations shall be submitted. The written proof shall
meet the following criteria:
(A)
The written proof must be signed and dated in the employee's own handwriting certifying that the employee has
designated the labor organization to represent them in their employment relations with the County.
(B)
Written proof that meets the criteria set forth above must be submitted to the Director within five days of filing
the petition.
(d)
Filing of petition for certification; notice.
(1)
The petition shall be filed with and must be received by the Director only during the month of October.
(2)
On receipt of the petition, the Director shall give adequate and timely notice of the filing to the employees in the
proposed appropriate representation.
(3)
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Within ten days after the posting of the notice of the petition, any labor organization desiring to intervene must
submit a petition meeting all applicable requirements of subparagraph (b)(2) and subparagraph (c) of this
section.
(4)
Within 30 days of the filing date of the petition, the Director shall determine either that the proposed unit is an
appropriate representation unit, that an alternative unit is the appropriate representation unit, or state that the
petitioning appropriate unit is not eligible for certification pursuant to the provisions of Division 1 of this
subtitle.
(e)
Filing of petition for decertification; election.
(1)
A petition may be filed with and shall be received by the Director only during the month of October following
the first full year of exclusive representation. A decertification petition for the same appropriate representation
unit may not be received more frequently than every other year.
(2)
On receipt of a petition that meets all of the requirements of Division 1 of this Subtitle, the Director shall, no
later than ten days after receipt of the completed petition, give notice of the filing of the petition to the
employees in the effected representation unit.
(3)
A decertification petition alleging that an exclusive representative is no longer the majority representative of
employees in an appropriate representation unit may be filed with the Director by an employee, a group of
employees or their representative, or a labor organization. The petition shall be accompanied by written proof,
dated within six months of the date on which the petition is filed of employee approval of the decertification
equal to at least 30% of the employees in the representation unit. Said written proof must, upon submission,
meet the requirements of subparagraph (c)(5) of this section.
(4)
Except as otherwise provided, the Director shall arrange for a secret ballot election to be conducted in
accordance with Section 13A-107 of this subtitle. In the election, the employees in the unit shall be offered a
choice between exclusive representation by the exclusive representative and no exclusive representation. If an
intervener employee organization complies with all the provisions of this Section, the ballot shall offer a choice
among the exclusive representative, an intervener employee organization, and no exclusive representation.
(5)
Determination of election results. The determination of election results shall be made in accordance with Section
13A-107 of this Subtitle.
(6)
Effect on collective bargaining agreements. Whenever a valid collective bargaining agreement is in effect on the
effective date of decertification of an exclusive representative that is a party to the agreement, the County,
covered employees and any new exclusive representative, are bound by that collective bargaining agreement
during the remainder of the term of the agreement.
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(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-106. - Appropriate unit.
(a)
In order to assure employees the fullest freedom in exercising the rights guaranteed by this law consistent with
the joint responsibilities of both the employer and the employees to serve the public, the Director shall decide an
appropriate unit for the purposes of collective bargaining in each case where certification is sought.
(b)
In determining an appropriate unit, the Director shall take into consideration, but shall not be limited to, the
following:
(1)
Community of interest;
(2)
The history of collective bargaining;
(3)
The desires of the employees;
(4)
The effectiveness and efficiency of labor management relations affected by the unit; and
(5)
The effects of over fragmentation and the effects on the efficiency of government operations.
(c)
The Director shall not decide any unit is appropriate if such unit includes both supervisors and non-supervisors,
or such unit includes both professional and nonprofessional employees, unless a majority of such professional
employees vote for inclusion therein. Supervisors or professionals may be permitted to form their own separate
homogenous units.
(d)
This Section shall not be deemed to preclude multiunit bargaining.
(e)
Arbitration regarding appropriate representation units.
(1)
Whenever the Director and the petitioning labor organization are in disagreement as to the determination of the
appropriate representation unit, the issue shall be submitted to arbitration at the request of either party.
(2)
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If the parties are unable to agree on an arbitrator within five days of the initial request, they shall make their
selection from a list of five neutrals submitted by the American Arbitration Association. If the parties are unable
to agree on the selection of one of the arbitrators within three workdays after receipt of the list, the County and
the labor organization shall strike one name from the list alternately until one name remains. The remaining
person shall be the arbitrator.
(3)
If the selected arbitrator is unable to serve, the arbitrator shall be appointed directly by the American Arbitration
Association from the panel list originally submitted.
(4)
An arbitrator shall render a decision within 30 days after appointment unless the parties mutually agree
otherwise. The arbitrator's decision shall not be subject to court review, except with respect to unit
determinations that are alleged to be contrary to law.
(5)
The cost of obtaining the panel and the fees and expenses of arbitration shall be borne by the County.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-107. - Elections.
(a)
When an appropriate representation unit has been determined, the Director shall give adequate and timely notice
of the determination to each employee in the newly established representation unit and shall arrange for a secret
ballot certification election.
(b)
Representation elections shall be conducted by the State or, if the State is unable to conduct the elections, an
impartial agency selected by the mutual agreement of the parties. If an agreement cannot be reached, the
impartial agency shall be designated by the Director. The entity conducting the election shall be subject to the
provisions of this law and the terms and conditions of such election agreement as may be reached by the parties.
Except as otherwise provided, such entity shall resolve all legal issues or controversies relating to the conduct of
the election.
(c)
Representation elections conducted pursuant to this Section shall be by secret ballot and shall be subject to the
following:
(1)
All interested persons shall be given not less than 10 days notice of the time and place of the election.
(2)
In the election, the employees in the unit shall be offered a choice between exclusive representation by the
petitioning employee organization and no exclusive representation. If an intervener labor organization has met
all of the requirements of Division 1 of this subtitle, then the ballot shall offer a choice among the petitioning
employee organization, the intervener employee organization and no exclusive representation.
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(3)
A representative may not be certified unless it receives a majority of the valid ballots cast.
(4)
In an election where none of the choices on the ballot receive a majority, a runoff election shall be conducted, in
which the ballot shall provide for a selection between the two choices or parties receiving the highest and second
highest number of ballots cast in said election.
(d)
The State, or other entity conducting the election, shall certify the results of said election within five working
days after the final tally of votes if no objection to the election is filed by any person that there has been conduct
which has affected the outcome of the election. If there is a prima facie showing that an objection may be valid,
the State, or other entity conducting the election, shall order the Director to set a time for hearing on the matter
after due notice, such hearing to be conducted within two weeks of the date of receipt of such charge. If the
State, or other entity conducting the election, determines that the outcome of the election was affected, even if
by third party interference, the State, or other entity conducting the election, shall require corrective action and
order a new election. If the State, or other entity conducting the election, determines that the conduct alleged did
not affect the outcome of the election, the State, or other entity conducting the election, shall immediately certify
the election results.
(e)
No election shall be conducted pursuant to this Section in any appropriate bargaining unit within which the
preceding 12-month period an election shall have been held, nor during the term of any lawful collective
bargaining agreement between the employer and a labor organization, except that this restriction shall not apply
to that period of time covered by any collective bargaining agreement which exceeds three years. For the
purposes of this Section, extensions of agreement shall not affect the expiration date of the original agreement.
Where a valid collective bargaining agreement is in existence, a petition regarding representation may be filed
only during the period beginning October 1 and ending on October 31 of the fiscal year in which said agreement
will terminate.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-108. - Rights accompanying exclusive recognition.
(a)
The labor organization which has been certified pursuant to Division 1 of this Subtitle shall be the exclusive
representative of all employees in the unit and as such shall have the right to act for and negotiate agreements
covering all employees in the unit and shall be responsible for representing the interest of all such employees
without discrimination and without regard to membership in the labor organization.
(b)
When the collective bargaining agreement provides for a grievance procedure, only that procedure shall be
applicable to the employees in the unit.
(c)
Where a labor organization has been certified as the exclusive representative of the employees in a unit, it shall
be the only labor organization eligible to obtain an agreement from the employer to deduct from the pay of those
employees in the unit, who provide written authorization, any fees designated or certified by the appropriate
officer of the labor organization and to remit said fees to said labor organization, provided that any such
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authorization shall not be irrevocable for a period of more than one year or beyond the termination date of the
applicable collective bargaining agreement, whichever occurs sooner.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-109. - Negotiations.
(a)
The employer and the exclusive representative shall meet at reasonable times, including meetings in advance of
the employer's budget-making process, and shall negotiate in good faith with respect to wages, hours and other
terms and conditions of employment which are subject to negotiation under this law and which are to be
embodied in a written agreement, or any question arising thereunder, but such obligation shall not compel either
the employer or the exclusive representative to agree to a proposal or require the making of a concession. The
County Executive, or his designated authorized representative(s), shall represent the employer in collective
bargaining, except as otherwise provided herein. Where a collective bargaining agreement pertains to fire
fighters, the President of the Prince George's County Volunteer Fire Association and the Chairman of the Prince
George's Fire Commission shall be notified of all negotiations between the County and the fire fighters union
and the County Executive or his designated representative shall, prior to concluding negotiations, meet and
confer with the President of the Volunteer Fire Association or his representative and the Chairman of the Fire
Commission or his representative who shall be a Fire Commissioner. The purpose of said conference or
conferences shall be to apprise the President and Chairman of the terms of the proposed contract so that an
opportunity is afforded the Volunteer representatives to advise the Executive of any concerns the proposed
contract may have on the volunteer service.
(b)
The employer shall not be obligated to negotiate with respect to those Countywide matters which must
necessarily be uniform for all employees, such as a Countywide pension plan or reductions-in-force, unless a
labor organization or council or group of labor organizations represent more than 50 percent of all employees,
within the meaning of this law, subject to such uniform rules. However, the foregoing shall not prevent the
employer from meeting with any other labor organization for the purpose of hearing the views and requests of its
members on such matters, provided that the organization or council or group designated as representing more
than 50 percent of such employees is informed in advance of the meeting, and any changes in the terms of such
Countywide matters is effected only through negotiations with it; or be construed to deny to the employer or an
exclusive representative the right to bargain for a variation of a particular application of any Countywide policy
or variation of an agreement reached pursuant to these provisions, where considerations are special and unique
to the class of employees or unit involved. Disputes over the identification of matters "which must necessarily be
uniform" may be resolved pursuant to the procedures provided in Section 13A-111.
(c)
Because effective and orderly operations of government are essential to the public, it is declared to be in the
public interest that in the course of collective bargaining, the employer and the exclusive representative shall
make every reasonable effort to conclude negotiations no later than March 1 of each year, and shall include
provisions for an effective date, a reopening date, and an expiration date. Where an agreement is a multiyear
agreement, negotiations thereon should be concluded by March 1 of the year in which the existing agreement
will expire. With respect to matters requiring the appropriation of funds, the effective date of an agreement shall
coincide with the employer's fiscal year.
(d)
An agreement may contain a grievance procedure culminating in final and binding arbitration of grievances and
disputed interpretations of such agreement. The grievance procedure shall set forth requirements for an election
of remedies where other avenues of appeal may be equally available. The employer is authorized to agree, in his
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discretion, to voluntary binding arbitration with respect to negotiation impasse, which involves employees other
than protective service employees. Negotiation impasses involving protective service employees are covered
separately by the procedures contained in Section 13A-111.01.
(e)
Any agreement reached by the negotiators shall be reduced to writing and shall be executed by both parties.
Such agreement shall be valid and enforced under its terms when entered into, in accordance with the provisions
of this law and County Charter.
(f)
A request for funds necessary to implement such written agreement and for approval of any provision of the
agreement which is in conflict with any County Law, Ordinance, Rule or Regulation, including those adopted by
its agents such as the Personnel Board, or other action adopted by the employer with the force of law, shall be
submitted to the County Council by the employer within the time schedule provided in the agreement. The
County Council, except for agreements covering protective service employees governed by Section 13A-111.01
and Section 908 of the County Charter, may approve or reject such request as a whole. If the submission is
rejected, the entire agreement shall be returned to the parties for further bargaining and either party may reopen
all or part of the agreement. Rejection shall be accompanied by a detailed statement of the reasons therefor, so
that the parties may be properly guided when they resume bargaining. Such request shall be considered rejected
if the Council fails within ninety (90) days after submission to said body to take final action thereon. Failure by
the bargaining representative of the employer to submit request within the designated time period shall be
considered an unfair labor practice committed by the employer.
(g)
If upon approval of the County Council, there is a conflict between the collective bargaining agreement and any
rule or regulation adopted by the employer, including merit system or other personnel regulations, the terms of
such agreement shall prevail, except where specifically precluded by Charter or State law. Similarly, County
Council, upon approval of such agreement, shall enact such legislation and appropriate whatever funds are
required to comply with the collective bargaining agreement.
(h)
The employer shall have the obligation to bargain on matters which, although otherwise within the scope of
bargaining, require action by a body, agency, or official other than the County Executive or the County Council.
In addition, the employer shall have the obligation to bargain on the question of whether it should request such
body, agency or official to take such action or support such request, provided, however, that no impasse panel or
other third party neutral utilized for impasse resolution shall be empowered to recommend that the employer
make or support such a request.
(i)
If the provisions of the Constitution or By-Laws of the exclusive representative require ratification of a
collective bargaining agreement by its membership, only those members who belong to the bargaining unit
involved shall be entitled to vote on such ratification notwithstanding such provisions.
(j)
At least one representative of the exclusive representative shall be given reasonable time off without loss of
compensation during normal working hours to participate in collective bargaining, subject to such terms as an
agreement between the parties may provide.
(CB-1-1973; CB-172-1974; CB-24-1981; CB-24-1995)
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Sec. 13A-110. - Negotiability disputes.
(a)
General. A negotiability dispute shall exist when a labor organization and an employer disagree on whether the
collective bargaining agreement, applicable rules or regulations, this law, other law or the County Charter, as the
case may be, prohibits bargaining with respect to a specified matter. For the purposes of this law, a negotiability
dispute shall not refer to the situation where a party refuses to bargain as a matter of choice and not as the result
of a purported legal or contractual prohibition or to the situation where the parties are unable to agree upon the
terms of a collective bargaining agreement, insofar as the issue in dispute is not "what is negotiable."
(b)
Grievances. An issue which involves the interpretation of a controlling agreement in existence shall be resolved
under the procedures of the controlling agreement. Additionally, disputes over what is subject to a grievance
procedure and what is arbitrable under such procedure shall not be resolved under the procedures set forth in this
Section.
(c)
Procedure.
(1)
If a negotiability dispute arises during collective bargaining, the issue shall be submitted to arbitration at the
request of either party. However, the parties shall submit a sworn statement verifying that a tentative agreement
has been reached on all items of negotiations except those presented to the arbitrator, or, if this is not the case, a
statement indicating why an agreement has not been reached on such other matters and why the Arbitrator
nevertheless should assert jurisdiction.
(2)
An Arbitrator, while dealing with an impasse, may invoke the provisions of this Section, pursuant to Section
13A-111(c)(1), without the consent of the parties.
(3)
The parties, upon request of the Arbitrator, or in petitioning the Arbitrator to settle the dispute, shall stipulate the
precise issue to be resolved. Each party shall file within 5 days after the submission of such stipulation, a brief
supporting its position along with proof of service of a copy of such brief to all parties.
(4)
If the parties cannot agree on a stipulation after reasonable attempts to do so, each shall file a written statement
as to what it believes the issue to be, why agreement could not be reached on phrasing of the issue, what
attempts were made to reach a stipulation and a brief in support of its position on the issue in dispute.
(d)
Powers of the Arbitrator. In addition to the powers set forth in Section 13A-104(b), the Arbitrator, at his or her
discretion, may:
(1)
Request the parties to file reply briefs;
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(2)
Refuse to entertain the matter, or a part thereof, and return the dispute to the parties;
(3)
Rephrase the issue and request the parties to submit additional briefs;
(4)
Call upon mediation or fact-finding to be used by the parties prior to the Arbitrator's acceptance of the case;
(5)
Compel the parties to continue bargaining while the Arbitrator is trying to resolve the issue; or
(6)
Render a decision on the issue, in whole or in part.
(e)
Arbitration Procedures upon acceptance of the issue.
(1)
The Arbitrator may decide the issue on the record or, after having notified the parties its phrasing of the issue to
be resolved, may hear oral argument. Before, during, or after formal proceedings, the Arbitrator may request
evidence of added briefs on specified items.
(2)
The Arbitrator may invite as participants, experts, witnesses and others who may have an interest, direct or
indirect, in the disputed issue or whose participation may assist the Arbitrator in reaching a determination. The
Arbitrator may also grant requests for the appearance of witnesses and the production of documents or records.
The Arbitrator may also take or cause to be taken depositions. Failure to comply with such requests shall be
subject to the sanctions applicable to unfair labor practices.
(3)
An issue once submitted to the Arbitrator may be withdrawn only upon consent of the Arbitrator and subject to
whatever conditions the Arbitrator may prescribe.
(f)
The Arbitrator 's Decision.
(1)
The Arbitrator may issue a statement, accompanied by reasons therefor, indicating whether an item in dispute is
negotiable. The statement may be accompanied also, when the Arbitrator deems necessary, by an order directing
the parties to take or pursue the actions specified in the order. The Arbitrator by means of such order may
compel the parties to bargain on such matter. The Arbitrator may also determine, subject to the procedures set
forth in Sections 13A-113 and 114, that an unfair labor practice has been committed and may also provide
remedies therefor.
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(2)
To minimize the potential recurrence of similar disputes, the Arbitrator shall publish periodically such decisions
and shall distribute copies to all employers within the meaning of this law and to all labor organizations that
have attained exclusive recognition.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-111. - Procedures pertaining to collective bargaining impasses other than those involving protective
service employees.
(a)
General.
(1)
If after a reasonable period of negotiation over the terms of an agreement, a dispute exists between the employer
and an exclusive representative with whom it is negotiating, the parties may mutually agree that an impasse has
been reached. If a dispute exists as of March 1, an impasse shall automatically be considered to have been
reached provided that the employer and the exclusive representative may, by written agreement, extend the
period for collective bargaining beyond the last day of February, in which event an impasse shall exist if, by the
first calendar day after the end of any period of extension, the parties have failed to reach agreement.
(2)
Whenever an impasse has been reached, the dispute shall be submitted to mediation. If the parties are unable to
agree on the mediator, the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service shall be requested to provide a mediator.
(3)
If an impasse is not resolved within 30 days after the matter has been submitted to mediation, either party may
initiate arbitration.
(4)
An Impasse Arbitrator shall have power to mediate, hold hearings, compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of documents, review data, make public any recommendations or findings after notice to the parties
and take whatever action the Arbitrator considers necessary to resolve the impasse, provided that such action
does not impose a final and binding settlement on the parties except as mutually authorized by the parties, or
except where the Impasse Arbitrator has denied a labor organization the right to strike and has in its discretion
required compulsory binding arbitration. In such cases, the decision of the Impasse Arbitrator shall be submitted
to the Council for approval. An arbitrator acting as a mediator shall not act as a fact finder or arbitrator in the
same matter without the consent of the parties.
(5)
Confidential information disclosed by the parties to a mediator in the performance of the mediator's functions
shall not be divulged voluntarily or by compulsion. All files, records, reports, documents or other papers
received or prepared by a mediator while serving in such capacity shall be classified as confidential. The
mediator shall not produce any confidential records of, or testify in regard to, any mediation conducted on behalf
of any party to any case pending in any type of proceeding. A party shall have the right to bar an arbitrator who
becomes privy to confidential information about that party gained through mediation techniques, from serving in
any fact finding or arbitration role relevant to that dispute.
(b)
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Action by the Parties.
(1)
The employer shall have the power to enter into a written agreement with the exclusive representative setting
forth an impasse procedure to resolve disputes over the terms or conditions of an initial or renewed collective
bargaining agreement.
(2)
The employer, by collective bargaining agreement or by written memorandum, may at any time agree to submit
any or all of the issues in dispute to final and binding arbitration.
(3)
Any final and binding settlement imposed upon the parties shall be subject to the same conditions for approval
as set forth in Section 13A-109.
(c)
Procedures.
(1)
The Impasse Arbitrator, except as otherwise provided by mutual agreement of the parties, may return the parties
to collective bargaining for any or all items in dispute or may refer such items as deemed necessary to the
procedure outlined in Section 13A-110 with respect to deciding the negotiability of a matter within the meaning
of this law, other applicable laws and the County Charter.
(2)
Nothing shall preclude a third party neutral from returning to mediation even after the institution of fact-finding
or arbitration, or from utilizing such mediation techniques as may be appropriate while engaged in fact finding
or arbitration.
(3)
The Impasse Arbitrator may not make recommendations or findings upon any matter which requires
implementation by a body, agency or official which is not a party to the negotiations and who have not agreed to
be a party to such impasse resolution.
(4)
From the date on which a collective bargaining notice is filed and ending on the date on which a collective
bargaining agreement is concluded or, if impasse procedures have been invoked, until such time as the Arbitrator
has certified that it or other authorized parties have terminated efforts to resolve the dispute, the labor
organization party to the negotiations and the public employees it represents, shall not induce or engage in any
strikes, and the employer shall refrain from unilateral changes in wages, hours or working conditions.
(d)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section or Subtitle, any clause in a collective bargaining agreement
which sets forth procedures for a reduction-in-force, layoff, and recall, and/or guarantees against a reduction-inforce or a furlough of employees subject to that agreement, shall expire on the date that agreement expires by its
express terms. If a collective bargaining agreement, which has remained in effect beyond its expiration date,
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provides for an annual merit increase for employees, payment of such increase shall be eliminated unless
provided for in a successor bargaining agreement.
(e)
Costs. The costs for mediation shall be borne by the County. All other costs shall be borne equally by the parties
involved in the dispute, except in the unusual event the Impasse Arbitrator shall find that the impasse has been
caused or prolonged by flagrant conduct of one of the parties.
(CB-1-1973; CB-24-1981; CB-24-1995; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-111.01. - Procedures pertaining to collective bargaining impasses involving protective service
employees.
(a)
An impasse in collective bargaining shall exist if, by March 1 of the calendar year in which a collective
bargaining agreement covering sworn police officers, uniformed firefighters, correctional officers, and deputy
sheriffs (hereinafter "protective service employees") expires, the County and the organization recognized as the
exclusive collective bargaining representative for such employees (hereinafter "Exclusive Representative") have
failed to reach agreement in regard to wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment, provided
that the County and the exclusive representative may, by written agreement, extend the period for collective
bargaining beyond the last day of February, in which event an impasse shall exist if, by the first calendar day
after the end of any period of extension, the parties have failed to reach agreement.
(b)
An arbitrator, who is a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators, may be selected by agreement of the
parties. Within three (3) calendar days after there is an impasse in collective bargaining, and if there is not
mutual agreement of the parties for an arbitrator selection, the County Executive shall send a written notice to
the American Arbitration Association (hereinafter "AAA"), with a copy to the exclusive representative,
informing them of the impasse and requesting that the disputed matters be submitted to an arbitrator who shall
make findings of fact and propose terms of settlement which shall be binding upon the parties. This notice shall
also request a panel of arbitrators as set forth in Section 13A-104 (c). If the County Executive fails to send the
aforesaid notice within the time allowed, the exclusive representative may send such a notice to the AAA and,
for purposes of this Section, the notice shall have the same effect as if it had been sent by the County Executive.
(c)
Within five (5) calendar days after receipt of the written notice provided for in Subsection (b), above, the AAA
shall provide the parties with a list of nine neutral arbitrators who are members of the National Academy of
Arbitrators and who are familiar with impasse disputes and interest arbitration .
(1)
Alternative arbitrator lists. If the American Arbitration Association is unable to satisfy the requirements of
subsection (c), the parties shall:
(A)
agree to accept a list of fewer than nine arbitrators; or
(B)
request from the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service a supplementary or alternative list of neutral labor
arbitrators who are members of the National Academy of Arbitrators, familiar with impasse disputes and within
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the time frames set forth in this Subsection.
(2)
Selection of an Arbitrator. The parties shall select the neutral arbitrator by:
(A)
tossing a coin to determine which party shall strike the first arbitrator from the list or lists provided under
subsection (1) of this Section; and
(B)
after the first strike, alternately striking names from the list or lists provided under subsections (1) until one
arbitrator remains.
(3)
Alternative neutral arbitrator. If the neutral arbitrator selected under subsection (2) above is unwilling or unable
to serve as the arbitrator, then the parties shall select the arbitrator whose name was the last stricken under
subsection (2) above.
(d)
Within two (2) calendar days after an arbitrator has been selected, the County Executive shall send written notice
to AAA, or if applicable the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service ("FMCS"), of the selection. Within five
(5) calendar days of said notice, the County Executive and the exclusive representative each shall submit to the
arbitrator and the other party, a list which sets forth:
(1)
Any agreement which that party contends the parties have reached in regard to any position of each subject of
bargaining, the party's understanding of such agreement, and if the agreement has been reduced to writing, a
copy of the document in question; and
(2)
Any portion of each subject of bargaining in regard to which it contends the parties have not reached agreement
and its position in regard to such disputed portion. As used in this Section, the phrase "subject of bargaining"
means a subject matter area (e.g., a grievance procedure) and not the specific items within a subject matter area
(e.g., a grievance procedure) and not the specific items within a subject matter area (e.g., the number and nature
of the steps in a grievance procedure).
(e)
Within seven (7) calendar days after receipt of the submissions provided for in Subsection (d), above, the
arbitrator shall hold a prehearing conference with the County Executive and the exclusive representative in order
to identify any portion of each subject of bargaining in regard to which the parties:
(1)
Have reached agreement and the nature of such agreement; and
(2)
Have not reached agreement and the nature of the dispute.
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At this prehearing conference, the arbitrator also shall obtain from the County Executive and the exclusive
representative, their position in regard to any portion of each subject of bargaining as to which the parties have
not reached agreement. This position shall be referred to as the party's "final position" and need not be the same
as the position set forth in the list submitted pursuant to Subsection (d), above.
(f)
If the impasse is not resolved prior to the conclusion of the prehearing conference, the arbitrator shall schedule a
hearing in Prince George's County to begin as soon thereafter as possible, but in no event more than twenty (20)
calendar days after the conclusion of the prehearing conference. Said hearing shall be open to the public and
shall be conducted in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the AAA for such purpose, provided that
the arbitrator shall have the powers set forth in Section 13A-104(b).
(g)
If the impasse is not resolved prior to the conclusion of the hearing, the arbitrator shall prepare a written report,
which shall include findings of fact and conclusions to which shall be attached a collective bargaining agreement
between the County and the exclusive representative. This collective bargaining agreement shall include all
agreements reached by the parties at any time prior to the conclusion of the hearing in regard to any portion of
each subject of bargaining or other matter, and the final position of either the County or the exclusive
representative in regard to the entire disputed portion of each separate subject of bargaining. In determining, for
each separate subject of bargaining, whether to include in the collective bargaining agreement the final position
of the County or the exclusive representative in regard to the entire disputed portion of each such subject of
bargaining, the arbitrator shall consider, among other relevant factors, the following:
(1)
The existing terms and conditions of employment of the employees in the bargaining unit;
(2)
The ability of the County to meet costs, including both available financial resources and sources of additional
financial resources;
(3)
(A) The annual increase or decrease in consumer prices for goods and services as reflected in the most recent
Consumer Price Index for the Washington Metropolitan Area published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
United States Department of Labor, commonly known as the cost of living;
(B)
The cost of living in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area as compared to the national average and to other
comparable metropolitan areas;
(4)
The developments in regard to the wages and terms and conditions of employment of other employees
performing similar services in other jurisdictions in the Washington Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area and
comparable communities;
(5)
The special nature of the work performed by the employees in the bargaining unit, including specifically,
hazards of employment, physical requirements, educational qualifications, job training and skills, shift
assignments and the demands placed upon such employees as compared to other County employees; and
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(6)
The interest and welfare of the public and the employees in the bargaining unit.
The contract as arbitrated shall not, under any circumstances, provide for salaries and other benefits, which
exceed the County's ability to pay or fund.
(h)
(1) The arbitrator shall submit the report to the County Executive and the exclusive representative within twenty
(20) calendar days after the conclusion of the hearing, or the date established for the submission of post-hearing
briefs, whichever is later, but in no event more than ninety (90) calendar days from the date of submission of the
impasse to arbitration pursuant to Subsection (b), above, provided that for a good cause shown, the arbitrator
may defer the aforesaid submission for up to thirty (30) additional calendar days.
(2)
At the request of either party, the arbitrator may extend by one week the seven (7) day time limit in Subsection
(e), the 20 day time limit in Subsection (f) or the 20 day time limit in Subsection (h)(1) so long as the arbitrator
stays within the overall time limits contained in Subsection (h)(1), above.
(i)
The County Executive and the exclusive representative shall have ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the
report of the arbitrator pursuant to Subsection (h), above, within which to agree in writing upon any
modifications in collective bargaining agreement attached to such report. At the end of said ten (10) day period,
the collective bargaining agreement, with any agreed-upon modifications, shall become binding upon the County
and the exclusive representative (including the individual employees in the bargaining unit), and each shall be
required to take all actions necessary to implement said agreement.
(j)
Within thirty (30) calendar days after receipt of the arbitrator's report pursuant to Subsection (h), above, the
County or the exclusive representative may file a complaint in the Circuit Court for Prince George's County
challenging said report, or any part thereof. The filing of such complaint shall not stay the implementation of the
report, or any part thereof. The Court shall affirm the report unless the challenging party makes a clear and
convincing showing that its rights or interests have been prejudiced because the report, or any part thereof, is:
(1)
In violation of a constitutional or statutory provision;
(2)
In excess of the authority conferred upon the arbitrator by this Section;
(3)
Arbitrary or capricious; or
(4)
The result of a hearing which was conducted in such a biased or unfair manner as to deny due process to the
challenging party. The Court, upon notice and hearing, may vacate the arbitrator's report, or any part thereof, for
one or more of the above reasons and remand the matter to the AAA for further proceedings, provided that if the
AAA returns the matter to arbitration, the person designated as the arbitrator shall not, without the consent of the
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County and the exclusive representative, be the same person who served as arbitrator previously. If any
provision of the arbitrator's report shall be vacated by the Court, such action shall not affect the validity or
enforceability of any other provisions of the arbitrator's report. The Court shall have no power to enjoin the
implementation of any part of the report that has not been vacated, or to itself modify the report, or any part
thereof.
(k)
If no complaint challenging the arbitrator's report (award) is filed within 30 calendar days after receipt of such
report, the arbitrator's findings and award shall be conclusive and shall not thereafter be subject to challenge in
any judicial proceeding. At any time after said 30 day period, the exclusive representative or the County may
apply to enforce said arbitrator's award.
(l)
Nothing contained in this Section shall prevent a court from granting a restraining order or temporary or
permanent injunction in a case involving a strike by protective service employees for the purpose of resolving a
dispute that is subject to arbitration under this Section.
(m)
If a collective bargaining agreement covering protective service employees expires after the exclusive
representative has given the County notice of its desire to enter into collective bargaining for a successor
agreement but before a successor agreement becomes effective, the County shall not, without the written
approval of the exclusive representative, make any changes in the wages and terms and conditions of
employment of the employees in the bargaining unit between the aforesaid expiration and the effective dates.
(n)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section or Subtitle, any clause in a collective bargaining agreement
which sets forth procedures for a reduction-in-force, layoff, and recall, and/or guarantees against a reduction-inforce or a furlough of employees subject to that agreement, shall expire on the date that agreement expires by its
express terms. If a collective bargaining agreement, which has remained in effect beyond its expiration date,
provides for an annual merit increase for employees, payment of such increase shall be eliminated unless
provided for in a successor bargaining agreement.
(o)
The AAA, or if applicable FMCS, is authorized to adopt, amend, and rescind such rules and regulations as may
be necessary for it to carry out its functions under this Section, and such rules and regulations shall be
controlling to the extent that they do not conflict with the provisions of this Section.
(p)
All hearings referred to herein shall be held within the territorial jurisdiction of the County. The records
incidental to such hearing and decisions shall be maintained within the County under the supervision and control
of the AAA. Upon termination of a case, all records shall become property of the County and shall be
maintained by the Director.
(CB-24-1981; CB-55-1989; CB-24-1995; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-112. - Strikes.
(a)
It shall be lawful for an employee, who is in the appropriate bargaining unit involved in an impasse, to strike if:
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(1)
The employee is not included in an appropriate bargaining unit for which the process for resolution of a dispute
is by referral to final and binding arbitration;
(2)
The Impasse Arbitrator has certified that he or she or other authorized parties have terminated efforts to resolve
the impasse and that all appropriate impasse procedures have been exhausted;
(3)
Thirty (30) days have elapsed since the County Council has tried to resolve the dispute and to reach an
agreement; or if 60 days have elapsed since the Arbitrator's certification required in Section 13A-112(a)(2);
(4)
The exclusive representative has given to the Arbitrator and to the employer, after the time specified in Section
13A-112(a)(3), a 10-day notice of intent to strike.
(b)
Where the strike threatened or when the strike occurring reaches the point where the public health or safety is
alleged to be endangered, the employer may petition the Arbitrator to make an investigation to verify the
dangers alleged. The Arbitrator shall set requirements that must be complied with to avoid or remove any such
imminent or present danger or may require that all employees cease striking. In establishing such requirements,
the Arbitrator shall give strong weight to any agreement reached by the parties designating which employees
shall be considered essential in the event of a strike.
(c)
No labor organization shall declare or authorize a strike of employees, which is or would be in violation of this
Section. The employer may apply to the Arbitrator for a declaration that the strike is or would be unlawful and
the Arbitrator after affording the labor organization a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the application, may
make such a declaration. No labor organization may engage in a strike to assist another labor organization, even
if the latter organization is engaged in a lawful strike.
(d)
The Arbitrator may order the parties involved to engage in such impasse procedures as it may deem appropriate
during the course of a strike, regardless of the legality of the strike.
(e)
An unfair labor practice by the employer shall not be a defense to a prohibited strike.
(f)
No employee shall be entitled to pay or compensation from the employer for the period engaged in any strike,
except when such pay or compensation is directed by the Arbitrator for good cause shown.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-113. - Unfair labor practices.
(a)
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The employer, its agents or representatives are prohibited from:
(1)
Interfering, restraining, or coercing employees in the exercise of the rights guaranteed by this law;
(2)
Dominating, interfering, or assisting in the formation, existence or administration of any labor organization, or
contributing financial or other support to it, except that an employer shall not be prohibited from permitting
employees to negotiate or confer with it during working hours without loss of time or pay;
(3)
Discriminating in regard to hire or tenure of employment or any term or condition of employment to encourage
or discourage membership in any labor organization; provided that nothing in this law or in any other law of this
County shall preclude an employer from making an agreement with an exclusive representative (not established,
maintained or assisted by any action defined in this subsection as an unfair labor practice) to require as a
condition of employment the payment of a monthly service charge, in an amount not greater than the regular
monthly dues to such labor organization, as a contribution toward the administration of the agreement, except
that discharge of employees who fail to comply with such a contractual requirement shall not be accomplished
until the employer and the employee have been given proper notice of such delinquency and adequate time to
correct the deficiency nor until the employer has afforded the employee sufficient opportunity, protected by the
requirements of due process, to defend against the petition for discharge;
(4)
Discharging or otherwise discriminating against an employee because he has signed or filed an affidavit, petition
or complaint or given any information or testimony under this law;
(5)
Refusing to bargain collectively in good faith with the exclusive representative as required in Section 13A-109;
(6)
Refusing to participate in good faith in the mediation, fact finding or arbitration procedures set forth in Section
13A-111 or 13A-111.01, whichever may be applicable; or
(7)
Refusing or failing to comply with any provision of this law.
(b)
Employees, labor organizations, their agents or representatives are prohibited from:
(1)
Interfering with, restraining, or coercing employees in the exercise of the rights guaranteed by this law;
(2)
Causing or attempting to cause an employer to discriminate against an employee in violation of Section 13A113(a)(3);
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(3)
Refusing to bargain collectively in good faith with an employer if they have been designated in accordance with
the provisions of this law as the exclusive representative of employees in an appropriate unit;
(4)
Refusing to participate in good faith in the mediation, fact finding or arbitration procedures set forth in Section
13A-111 or 13A-111.01, whichever may be applicable; or
(5)
Refusing or failing to comply with any provision of this law;
(6)
Engaging in a strike which is not lawful within the meaning of Section 13A-112;
(7)
Calling, instituting, maintaining, or conducting a strike or boycott against any employer or picketing any place
of business or an employer on account of any jurisdictional controversy; or
(8)
Engaging in, or inducing or encouraging any individual employed by any person to engage in a strike or refusal
to handle goods or perform services, or threatening, coercing, or restraining any person where an object thereof
is to force or require any employer to cease delaying or doing business with any other person or to force or to
require an employer to recognize for recognition purposes a labor organization not certified pursuant to Division
1 of this Subtitle.
(c)
The expressing of any views, arguments, or opinions, or the dissemination thereof, whether in written, printed,
graphics, or visual form, shall not constitute or be evidence of an unfair labor practice under any of the
provisions of Division 1 of this Subtitle, if such expression contains no threat of reprisal or force or promise of
benefit, or misrepresentation of fact.
(CB-1-1973; CB-24-1981; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-114. - Procedure concerning unfair labor practices.
(a)
Any allegation that a person has engaged in an unfair labor practice shall be submitted to arbitration pursuant to
the procedures set forth in Section 13A-104. The allegation shall be filed with the Director within forty-five (45)
days after the person became or reasonably should have become aware of the alleged violation. The complaint
shall include a detailed description of the facts and issues involved and the relief sought.
(b)
In applying this Section, fundamental distinctions between private and public employment shall be recognized
and no body of Federal or State law, applicable wholly or in part to private employment, shall be regarded as
binding or controlling precedent.
(c)
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If upon the preponderance of the testimony taken the Arbitrator shall be of the opinion that any person named in
the complaint has engaged in or is engaging in an unfair labor practice, then the Arbitrator shall state his or her
findings of fact and shall issue and cause to be served on such person an order requiring that he or she cease and
desist from such unfair labor practices and to take such affirmative action, including reinstatement with or
without back pay, as will effectuate the policies of this law. Such order may further require such person to make
reports from time to time showing the extent to which he has complied with the order. The Arbitrator may
require, in situations where employer conduct has destroyed a reasonable opportunity for a fair and free election,
recognition to be granted to the labor organization so deprived. The Arbitrator's remedial powers shall not be
limited to the effects of the immediate case and may be designed to prevent future unfair labor practices,
notwithstanding the penal nature of such requirement.
(d)
If the preponderance of evidence has not shown that the person named in the complaint has engaged in or is
engaging in any such unfair labor practice, then the Arbitrator shall state its findings of facts and shall issue an
order dismissing the said complaint.
(e)
Findings of the Arbitrator shall be conclusive and binding upon the parties unless a petition for relief, in whole
or in part, from the Arbitrator's order is filed properly with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County within 30 days after the issuance of such order and unless said Court finds that the Arbitrator's decision
or order was not supported by substantial evidence. No objection that has not been urged before the Arbitrator
shall be considered by the Court unless the failure or neglect to urge such objection shall be excused because of
extraordinary circumstances. Except as otherwise provided by law, the Arbitrator's decision shall not be subject
to court review.
(f)
The complaining party shall have the power to petition the Circuit Court for Prince George's County for
enforcement of the Arbitrator's order and for appropriate temporary relief or restraining order. However, such a
petition shall not reopen the propriety of the Arbitrator's decision and order if appeal for judicial reviews was not
timely filed.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-115. - Financial reports to employees.
Each labor organization, which has members who are employees within the meaning of this law, shall keep an
adequate record of its financial transactions, including all payments and receipts, and shall, within 60 days after
the end of its fiscal year, make available annually to such employees a detailed written financial report thereof in
the form of a balance sheet and an operating statement, certified as to accuracy by a certified public accountant.
The records of each labor organization shall be made available upon request for examination by any member of
said organization during regular business hours. In the event of failure of compliance with this Section, any
employee within the organization may petition, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 13A-104,
for an order compelling such compliance. An order of the Arbitrator on such petition shall be enforceable in the
same manner as other orders of the Arbitrator under this law.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
Sec. 13A-116. - Adoption by another entity.
If the governing body of any municipality, governmental office, agency, department or nonprofit entity not
otherwise subject to a labor relations system established by law, but who performs substantial functions within
the County, adopts by appropriate resolution its labor code, the Board and its component Panels shall assert its
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jurisdiction and powers over such body to the extent provided in that resolution, provided that such
governmental unit shall bear the administrative costs involved. Whenever the provisions of this Code refer to
employer or to a legislative body, such terms shall refer to the appropriate body of the municipality or agency
that has adopted this Code as its code.
(CB-1-1973; CB-8-2016)
DIVISION 2. - MINIMUM WAGE.
Sec. 13A-117. - Payment of minimum wage required.
(a)
Except as provided in the Maryland Wage and Hour Law, as of October 1, 2014, the minimum wage required to
be paid to any employee by any employer in Prince George's County shall be $8.40 per hour, or the minimum
wage pursuant to the Maryland Wage and Hour Law or the Fair Labor Standards Act , whichever is greater. The
term "employer" includes a person who acts directly or indirectly in the interest of another employer with an
employee and includes a governmental unit.
(b)
As of October 1, 2015, the minimum wage required to be paid to any employee by any employer in Prince
George's County shall be $9.55 per hour, or the minimum wage pursuant to the Maryland Wage and Hour Law
or the Fair Labor Standards Act, whichever is greater.
(c)
As of October 1, 2016, the minimum wage required to be paid to any employee by any employer in Prince
George's County shall be $10.75 per hour, or the minimum wage pursuant to the Maryland Wage and Hour Law
or the Fair Labor Standards Act, whichever is greater.
(d)
As of October 1, 2017, the minimum wage required to be paid to any employee by any employer in Prince
George's County shall be $11.50, or the minimum wage pursuant to the Maryland Wage and Hour Law or the
Fair Labor Standards Act, whichever is greater.
(e)
Exclusions. The County minimum wage requirements shall not apply to an employee who:
(1)
is exempt from the minimum wage requirements of the Maryland Wage and Hour Law or the Fair Labor
Standards Act; or
(2)
is an individual under the age of 19 years and is employed no more than twenty (20) hours in a week.
(f)
Tipped wages. The computation of tipped wages for the minimum wage required under this Section shall be the
same as the manner of computation of tipped wages in Section 3-419, Labor and Employment Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland (the Maryland Wage and Hour Law).
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(CB-94-2013)
Editor's note— CR-84-2016 provides for a minimum wage waiver for Developmental Disabilities
Administration ("DDA") providers in Prince George's County.
Sec. 13A-118. - Minimum wage waiver provision.
(a)
Definitions. In this Division the following words shall have the meaning indicated.
(1)
Department shall mean the Department of Finance.
(2)
Developmental Disabilities means a severe chronic disability of an individual that:
(A)
Is attributable to a physical or mental impairment, other than the sole diagnosis of mental illness, or attributed to
a combination of mental and physical impairments;
(B)
Is manifested before the individual attains the age of 22;
(C)
Is likely to continue indefinitely;
(D)
Results in an inability to live independently without external support or continuing and regular assistance; and
(E)
Reflects the need for a combination and sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic care, treatment, or
other services that are individually planned and coordinated for the individual.
(3)
Developmental Disabilities Administration ("DDA") means the primary State agency that funds communitybased services and supports for people with developmental disabilities.
(4)
Developmental Disabilities Administration Providers shall include entities that provide services as defined in
Section 7-101 of the Health-General Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland including individual support
services, habilitation services, service coordination, treatment, vocational service, alternative living units, and
group homes. This list of services is intended to be indicative of the types of services but not exhaustive.
(5)
Director shall mean the Director of Finance.
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(6)
Employee shall have the same as meaning defined in the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and the Maryland
Wage and Hour Law.
(7)
Employer means a person who acts directly or indirectly in the interest of another employer with an employee.
Employer includes a governmental unit as defined in the Maryland Wage and Hour Law set forth in Sections 3401 et. seq. of the Labor and Employment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(8)
Wage means all compensation that is due to an employee for employment.
(b)
The procedures for obtaining a waiver:
(1)
The Director shall provide an application to the DDA providers;
(2)
The application shall require the following information from the DDA providers:
(A)
Evidence of a contract with the State of Maryland to provide DDA services
(B)
Evidence that they are in good standing with the State of Maryland
(C)
Explanation of the specific services provided by the DDA provider
(D)
Any additional information deemed necessary by the Director to certify the applicant for the waiver; and
(3)
DDA providers may only be eligible for the waiver provision from October 1, 2017 to July 1, 2018.
(c)
The Director, after reviewing the application and all supporting documents shall notify the DDA providers if
they have been granted a waiver.
(d)
DDA providers granted a waiver will:
(1)
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Be certified by the Department as having met the requirements for a waiver;
(2)
Receive proof of the certification and waiver of the Prince George's County's Maryland minimum wage law; and
(3)
Comply with all Federal and State laws regulating labor and wages.
(e)
The waiver provisions set forth in this section are only applicable to Prince George's County, Maryland's
minimum wage. This is not a waiver from the minimum wage set by the State of Maryland. All providers must
comply with the State minimum wage, Federal and State laws.
(CB-96-2016)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-96-2016 (DR-2), Chapter 68, 2016 Laws of Prince George's County, provides
that the provisions of Section 13A-118 shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after July 1, 2018.
DIVISION 3. - EARNED SICK AND SAFE LEAVE.
Editor's note— HB 1 (2017) Labor and Employment - Maryland Healthy Working Families Act was vetoed by
Governor Hogan on May 25, 2017. A Gubernatorial Veto Override occurred on January 12, 2018. Chapter 1
(2018 Laws of Maryland) became law per Maryland Constitution on January 12, 2018 and effective February
12, 2018. Chapter 1 (2018 Laws of Maryland) preempted the authority of a local jurisdiction to enact a law on or
after January 1, 2017, that regulates sick and safe leave provided by an employer other than the local
jurisdiction. CB-87-2017 was enacted by the Council on November 14, 2017 and effective 45 calendar days after
the 2018 General Assembly adjourned on April 9, 2018, Sine Die. Chapter 1 (2018 Laws of Maryland) preempts
CB-87-2017.
SUBTITLE 14. - MORALS AND CONDUCT.
DIVISION 1. - JUVENILE CURFEW.
Sec. 14-101. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings:
(1)
Emergency means an unforeseen combination of circumstances or the resulting state that calls for immediate
action. The term includes, but is not limited to, a fire, natural disaster, or automobile accident, or any situation
requiring immediate action to prevent serious bodily injury or loss of life.
(2)
Juvenile or minor means any unemancipated person under the age of seventeen (17) years.
(3)
Operator means any individual, firm, association, partnership, or corporation operating, managing, or conducting
any place open to the public. The term includes the members or partners of an association or partnership and the
officers of a corporation.
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(4)
Parent means any person having temporary or permanent care or custody of a juvenile as a natural or adoptive
parent, as a legal guardian, as a person stands in loco parentis, or as a person to whom legal custody has been
given by court order.
(5)
Place open to the public shall mean any privately-owned place of business operated for a profit to which the
public is invited, including, but not limited to, any place of amusement or entertainment, regardless of whether a
charge for admission or entry is made.
(6)
Public place means any place to which the public or a substantial group of the public has access and includes,
but is not limited to, streets, common areas of schools, shopping centers, parking lots, parks, playgrounds,
transportation facilities, theaters, restaurants, shops, bowling alleys, taverns, cafes, arcades, and similar areas
that are open to the use of the public. "Street" includes any public right-of-way, including, but not limited to, the
cartway of traffic lanes; the curb; the sidewalks, whether paved or unpaved; and any grass plots or other grounds
found within the legal right-of-way of a street.
(7)
Remain means to stay behind, to tarry and to stay unnecessarily in a public place, including the congregating of
groups (or of interacting minors) totaling three or more persons in which any juvenile involved would not be
using the streets for ordinary or serious purposes, such as mere passage or going home, or to fail to leave the
premises of a place open to the public when requested to do so by a police officer or the operator of a place open
to the public.
(8)
Time of night referred to herein is based upon the local prevailing standard of time.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-102. - Curfew for juveniles.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of seventeen (17) to be or remain in or upon a public place
within the County during the period ending at 5:00 A.M. and beginning:
(1)
At 11:59 P.M. on Friday and Saturday nights; and
(2)
10:00 P.M. on all other nights.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-103. - Exceptions.
(a)
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The curfew for juveniles imposed in this Division shall be subject to the following exceptions:
(1)
When a juvenile is accompanied by the juvenile's parent.
(2)
When a juvenile is accompanied by an adult authorized by the juvenile's parent to take the parent's place in
accompanying the juvenile for a designated period of time and purpose within a specified area.
(3)
When the juvenile is on an errand as directed by his or her parent until the hour of 12:30 A.M.
(4)
When a juvenile is exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States Constitution, such as the
free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and the right of assembly, by first delivering to the person
designated by the County Chief of Police to receive such information a written communication, signed by the
juvenile and countersigned, if practicable, by a parent of the juvenile. The communication shall include the
parent's home address and telephone number and specify when, where, and in what manner the juvenile will be
in a public place during hours when this Division is otherwise applicable to minors.
(5)
In case of reasonable necessity for the juvenile remaining in a public place, but only after the juvenile's parent
has communicated to the person designated by the Chief of Police to receive such notifications the facts
establishing the reasonable necessity relating to a specified public place at a designated time for a designated
purpose including points of origin and destination.
(6)
When a juvenile is on the property where the juvenile resides.
(7)
When a juvenile is returning home by a direct route (without any unnecessary detour or stop) from and within
one (1) hour of the termination of a school activity or an activity of a religious or other voluntary association, or
a place of public entertainment, such as a movie, play, or sporting event.
(8)
When the juvenile is legally employed and carries a certified card of employment, renewable every six months,
dated or reissued by the Chief of Police, the card of employment shall identify the juvenile, the addresses of the
juvenile's home and of the juvenile's place of employment, and the juvenile's hours of employment.
(9)
When the juvenile is, with parental consent, engaged in normal interstate travel through the County or
originating or terminating in the County.
(10)
When the juvenile is married or has been married pursuant to State law.
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(11)
In the case of an operator of a place open to the public, when the operator has notified the police that a juvenile
was present on the premises of the place open to the public during curfew hours and refused to leave.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-104. - Parental responsibility.
It shall be unlawful for a parent having legal custody of a juvenile knowingly to permit, or by inefficient control
to allow, the juvenile to remain in any County public place under circumstances not constituting an exception to,
or otherwise beyond the scope of, this Division. The term "knowingly" includes knowledge that a parent should
reasonably be expected to have concerning the whereabouts of a juvenile in that parent's legal custody. This
requirement is intended to hold a neglectful or careless parent up to a reasonable community standard of parental
responsibility through an objective test. It shall, therefore, be no defense that a parent was without knowledge of
the activities or conduct or whereabouts of such juvenile.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-105. - Operator responsibility.
It shall be unlawful for any operator of a place open to the public to knowingly permit a juvenile to remain at the
place open to the public under circumstances not constituting an exception to, or otherwise beyond the scope of,
this Division. The term "knowingly" includes knowledge that an operator should reasonably be expected to have
concerning the patrons of the place open to the public. The standard for "knowingly" shall be applied through an
objective test: whether a reasonable person in the operator's position should have known that the patron was a
juvenile in violation of this Division.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-106. - Enforcement procedures.
(a)
If a police officer reasonably believes that a juvenile is in a public place in violation of this Division, the officer
shall notify the juvenile that he or she is in violation of this Division and shall require the juvenile to provide his
or her name, address and telephone number, and how to contact his or her parent.
(b)
The police officer shall issue the juvenile a written warning that the juvenile is in violation of this Division and
order the juvenile to go promptly home. The Chief of Police shall send the parent of the juvenile written notice
of the violation pursuant to Section 14-104.
(c)
Notwithstanding Subsection (b) of this Section, when a juvenile has received one (1) previous written warning
for violation of this Division or a police officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the juvenile has engaged
in delinquent conduct, the police officer shall take the juvenile into custody and transport the juvenile to the
police district station. The parent shall immediately be notified to come for the juvenile. The police officer shall
determine whether, under constitutional safeguards, the juvenile and/or the parent is in violation of this Division.
(d)
When a parent, immediately called, has come to take charge of the juvenile, and the appropriate information has
been recorded, the juvenile shall be released to the custody of such parent. If the parent cannot be located or fails
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to take charge of the juvenile, then the juvenile shall be released to the Department of Social Services or, upon
the recommendation of the Department of Social Services, to another adult who will, on behalf of a parent,
assume the responsibility of caring for the juvenile pending the availability or arrival of a parent.
(e)
In the case of a first violation of this Division by a juvenile, the Chief of Police shall, by regular mail, send to a
parent written notice of the violation with a warning that any subsequent violation will result in full enforcement
of this Division, including enforcement of parental responsibility and of applicable penalties.
(f)
For the first violation of this Division by an operator of a place open to the public who permits a juvenile to
remain on the premises, a police officer shall issue a written notice of the violation with a warning that any
subsequent violation will result in full enforcement of this Division, including enforcement of operator
responsibility and of applicable penalties.
(Gen. Res. No. 12-1967; CB-103-1995)
Sec. 14-106.01. - Penalties.
(a)
If, after the warning notice pursuant to Section 14-106 of a first violation by a juvenile, a parent violates Section
14-104 (in connection with a second violation by the juvenile), this shall be treated as a first offense by the
parent and shall be a civil violation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3. For the first offense by a parent, the fine
shall be $50.00, $100.00 for the second offense, and $250.00 for the third and any subsequent offense.
(b)
The parent of a juvenile subject to this Section shall be liable for all costs incurred by the County for providing
personnel to remain in the company of a juvenile who has been detained as a curfew violator if the parent does
not pick up the juvenile within one hour after receiving notice from the County that the County is detaining the
juvenile for a curfew violation. The amount to be paid by the parent shall be based on the hourly wage of the
County employee who is assigned to remain with the juvenile plus the cost of benefits for that employee.
(c)
If, after the warning notice pursuant to Section 14-106 of a violation of this Division, an operator of a place open
to the public violates Section 14-105 a second time, this shall be treated as a first offense by the operator and
shall be a civil violation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3. For the first offense by an operator, the fine shall be
$100.00, $250.00 for the second offense, and $500.00 for the third and any subsequent offense.
(CB-103-1995)
DIVISION 2. - GAMBLING.
Sec. 14-107. - Lotteries prohibited.
If any person shall within Montgomery or Prince George's Counties keep, set up, or promote, or be concerned as
owner, agent, or clerk, or in any other manner, in managing, carrying on, promoting, or advertising, directly or
indirectly, any policy lottery, policy shop, or any lottery, or shall sell or transfer any chance, right, or interest,
tangible or intangible, in any policy lottery, or any lottery or shall sell or transfer any ticket, certificate, bill,
token or other device, purporting or intended to guarantee or assure to any person or entitle him to a chance of
drawing or obtaining a prize, to be drawn in any lottery, or in a game or device commonly known as policy
lottery or policy or shall, for himself or another person, sell or transfer, or have in his possession for the purpose
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of sale or transfer, a chance or ticket in or share of a ticket in any lottery or any such bill, certificate, token or
other device, he shall be fined upon conviction of each said offense not more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) or be imprisoned not more than three (3) years or both. The possession of any copy or record of any
such chance, right, or interest, or of any such ticket, certificate, bill, token, or other device shall be prima facie
evidence that the possessor of such copy or record did, at the time and place of such possession, keep, set up, or
promote, or was at such time and place concerned as owner, agent, or clerk, or otherwise in managing, carrying
on, promoting, or advertising a policy lottery, policy shop, or lottery.
(Laws 1939, ch. 258, Sec. 562A; 1943 Code, Sec. 608; 1953 Code, Sec. 697, P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 34-1)
Sec. 14-108. - Possession of lottery equipment prohibited; penalty.
(a)
No person shall have in his possession, knowingly, any ticket, certificate, bill, slip, token, paper, writing, or other
device used, or to be used, or adapted, devised, or designed for the purpose of playing, carrying on, or
conducting any lottery, or the game or device commonly known as policy lottery or policy.
(b)
Upon conviction for violation of Subsection (a) above, he shall be fined for each offense not more than Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or be imprisoned for not more than six (6) months or both.
(Laws 1939, ch. 258, Sec. 562B; 1943 Code, Sec. 609; 1953 Code, Sec. 698; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-2)
Sec. 14-109. - "One-armed bandits" prohibited; penalty.
(a)
No person shall have or possess, at any place of business or other place open to the public generally, or at any
club, any upright side lever operated slot machine commonly called the "one-armed bandit," mechanical or
electrical amusement devices.
(b)
This Section shall not apply to claw machines and pinball machines as restricted in Section 14-111, which
require the insertion of a coin or token for their operation and which offer an award other than free plays to the
player, based in whole or in part, upon chance or skill.
(c)
Any person violating the provisions of this Section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each such
machine or device so had or possessed and, in addition, each such machine or device shall be confiscated and
destroyed.
(Laws 1951, ch. 681; 1953 Code, Sec. 699)
Sec. 14-110. - Coin-operated devices prohibited.
(a)
No person at any place of business or other place open to the public generally or at any club shall keep,
maintain, set up, have, possess, operate or manage, any mechanical or electrical coin-operated device or
machine, which is operated by means of the insertion of a coin, token, or similar object, or any mechanical or
electrical device or machine which is operated without the insertion of a coin, token or similar object, whether
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the same be commonly known as a "pinball machine" or "console machine" or any other machine requiring or
not requiring the insertion of a coin, token or similar object for its operation, and which, based in whole or in
part upon chance or skill, entitles the person playing or operating such device or machine to receive cash, a
premium, merchandise or tokens or offers an award other than free plays to the player, or by reason of the
obtaining of certain scores or combinations of numbers from the operation thereof there is paid or given to the
player any cash, a premium, merchandise, token or award.
(b)
No person, at any place of business or other place open to the public generally or at any club, shall have an
interest in or be concerned as owner, lessor, lessee, licensor, licensee, principal, agent, collector, clerk or in any
other manner, directly or indirectly, in keeping, maintaining, setting up, having, possessing, operating or
managing, any mechanical or electrical coin-operated device or machine, which is operated by means of the
insertion of a coin, token or similar object, or any mechanical or electrical device or machine which is operated
without the insertion of a coin, token or similar object, whether the same be commonly known as a "pinball
machine" or "console machine" or any other machine requiring or not requiring the insertion of a coin, token or
similar object for its operation, and which, based in whole or in part upon chance or skill entitles the person
playing or operating such device or machine to receive cash, a premium, merchandise or tokens or offers an
award other than free plays to the player, or by reason of the obtaining of certain scores or combinations of
numbers from the operation thereof there is paid or given to the player any cash, a premium, merchandise, token
or award.
(c)
No person shall knowingly permit to be kept, maintained, set up, possessed, operated or managed in any place of
business or other place open to the public generally or at any club, or in any part of any such place or club,
owned or occupied by him, or of which he is a tenant, any mechanical or electrical coin-operated device or
machine, which is operated by means of the insertion of a coin, token or similar object, or any mechanical or
electrical device or machine which is operated without the insertion of a coin, token or similar object, whether
the same be commonly known as a "pinball machine" or "console machine" or any other machine requiring, or
not requiring the insertion of a coin, token or similar object for its operation, and which, based in whole or in
part upon chance or skill, entitles the person playing or operating such device or machine to receive cash, a
premium, merchandise or tokens or offers an award other than free plays to the player, or by reason of the
obtaining of certain scores or combinations of numbers from the operation thereof there is paid or given to the
player any cash, premium, merchandise, token or award.
(d)
No person, at any place of business or other place open to the public generally or at any club, shall pay or give
any cash, a premium, merchandise, token, payoff, or award other than free plays, to a person playing or
operating any mechanical or electrical coin-operated device or machine, which is operated by means of the
insertion of a coin, token or similar object, or any mechanical or electrical device or machine which is operated
without the insertion of a coin, token or similar object, whether the same be commonly known as a "pinball
machine" or "console machine" or any other machine requiring or not requiring the insertion of a coin, token or
similar object for its operation, and which payment or gift is, based in whole or in part upon chance or skill, by
reason of the obtaining of certain scores or combinations of numbers from the operation of such device or
machine.
(P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-4)
Sec. 14-111. - Exceptions to coin-operated device prohibition.
(a)
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The provisions of Section 14-110, with respect to prima facie evidence of a violation of Section 14-110, shall not
apply to:
(1)
Music machines operated by means of the insertion of a coin, token or similar object;
(2)
"Claw Machines" operated by insertion of a coin where the only item dispensed is merchandise, and not cash or
token, by virtue of the skill of the operator in engaging an article of merchandise through operation of devices or
controls; and,
(3)
Bona fide vending machines, in which are not incorporated gaming or amusement features, where the only item
dispensed is merchandise, and not cash or tokens, equivalent in value to the coin inserted for operation of such
machine.
(Laws 1957, ch. 837; Laws 1961, ch. 780; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-4)
Sec. 14-112. - Payment of Federal tax.
For the purposes of Section 14-110 and prosecution for violation thereof, payment of the Federal tax specified in
Sections 4461, 4462 and 4463 of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended, for any such
mechanical or electrical coin, or otherwise operated device or machine shall constitute prima facie evidence of a
violation of the provisions of Section 14-110 by the person so paying such tax or in whose possession or under
whose charge such device or machine is found, maintained, operated or managed, when satisfactory proof has
been made to the court or jury as the case may be.
(Laws 1957, ch. 837; Laws 1961, ch. 780, P.L.L. 1963 Sec. 35-4)
Editor's note— Sections 4461, 4462, and 4463 of the Internal Revenue Code were repealed by Public Law 95600, effective for years beginning after June 30, 1980.
Sec. 14-113. - Premises used for prohibited devices.
(a)
If any person convicted of a violation of Section 14-110 is the owner or tenant of the building, place or club in
which such violation occurred, the Circuit Court on petition of the State's Attorney for the County setting forth
the facts supported by a certified copy of the record of such conviction, may after issuance of process or such
notice as the Court may prescribe and hearing, preliminary or final as in equity without a jury, pass an order or
decree directing such owner or tenant, his agents, servants and employees, and all persons claiming under him,
to close and cease the use of such building or place or club, or the portion thereof under the control of such
tenant if his right to possession is less than the right to use all of such premises, for business purposes or public
use for such period of time as may be specified by the Court.
(b)
The order shall direct that for such specified time such building or place or club, or the portion thereof under the
control of such tenant if his right to possession is less than the right to use all of such premises, shall be closed
and not used for business purposes or public use. The Court is empowered to enforce and implement such order
or decree by injunctive process or contempt proceedings, as may be requisite.
(Laws 1957, ch. 837; Laws 1961, ch. 780; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-4)
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Sec. 14-114. - Penalty; seizure of devices.
(a)
Any person violating the provisions of Section 14-110, shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each such
violation, or imprisonment in jail for a period not more than six (6) months, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(b)
In addition to Subsection (a), any mechanical or electrical device or machine as described in Section 14-110,
shall be seized, together with the money, coins, tokens or similar objects in or on such machine. Upon conviction
of any person for a violation of the provisions of Section 14-110 in relation to such device or machine, the
device or machine and such money, coins, tokens or objects shall be confiscated and forfeited to the County.
Such device or machine shall be destroyed and the money or coins paid over to the Director of Finance for
deposit as miscellaneous general funds of the County.
(Laws 1957, ch. 837; Laws 1961, ch. 790; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-4)
Sec. 14-115. - Devices requiring Federal tax payment.
No person shall keep, maintain or operate directly or indirectly, any device or machine for which payment of the
Federal Tax specified in Sections 4461(A)(2) and 4462(A)(2) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of
1954 as amended is required.
(Laws 1963, Sec. 604; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-5)
Editor's note— Sections 4461 and 4462 of the Internal Revenue Code were repealed by Public Law 95-600,
effective for years beginning after June 30, 1980.
Sec. 14-116. - Confiscation and disposition of seized devices.
Any mechanical or electrical device referred to in Section 14-109 or 14-110, operated, maintained, possessed in
violation of the provisions of Section 14-109 or 14-110 shall be seized, together with the money, coins, tokens or
similar objects in or on such machine. Upon conviction of any person for a violation of the provisions of Section
14-109 or 14-110 in relation to such device or machine, the device or machine and such money, coins, tokens or
objects shall be confiscated and forfeited to the County. Such device or machine shall be destroyed and the
money or coins shall be paid over to the Director of Finance for deposit as miscellaneous general funds of the
County.
(Laws 1963, Sec. 604; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-5)
Sec. 14-117. - Penalty.
Violation of the provisions of Sections 14-109 or 14-110 is a misdemeanor, and is punishable, upon conviction,
by fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment, not to exceed one (1) year, or by
both fine and imprisonment, for each violation.
(Laws 1963, Sec. 604; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 35-5)
DIVISION 3. - RESERVED.
Sec. 14-118. through Sec. 14-126. - Reserved.
Editor's note— Sections 14-118 through 14-126 of this Subtitle were repealed by CB-18-2020.
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DIVISION 4. - OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY.
Sec. 14-127. - Nonresident with dog or gun.
If any person residing out of the State shall commit any trespass whatever upon the lands within the County with
dog or gun, and shall not immediately leave said premises upon notice from the owner or occupant thereof, such
person shall upon conviction before a court of competent jurisdiction be fined not less than Ten Dollars ($10.00)
nor more than Twenty Dollars ($20.00), in the discretion of the Court, and in default of payment may be
committed to the County jail until the payment of fine and costs; and the said justice may also, in his discretion,
hold the offender to bail for his appearance before the next Circuit Court for the County, and upon presentment
and conviction before said court, the offender may be confined in the County jail for not less than ten (10) nor
more than thirty (30) days in the discretion of the court. (P.L.L. 1888, Art. 17, Sec. 306; P.L.L. 1912, Art. 17,
Sec. 589; P.L.L. 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 984; 1943 Code, Sec. 1357; 1953 Code, Sec. 1481; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 80-1)
Sec. 14-128. - Breaking and entering.
(a)
No person shall break and enter into any shop, store room, filling station, garage, trailer, cabin, diner, tobacco
house, warehouse, dwelling house, residence, or any other building.
(b)
Every person convicted of the crime of breaking and entering into any shop, store room, filling station, garage,
trailer, cabin, diner, tobacco house, warehouse, dwelling house, residence, or any other building shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be sentenced to confinement in the Maryland House of Correction or the
County jail for not less than three (3) months or for not more than eighteen (18) months. The People's Court for
Prince George's County shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the Circuit Court of the County to hear and
determine the offense provided for in this Section.
(Laws 1965, ch. 853, Sec. 1; Laws 1969, ch. 649, Sec. 1)
Sec. 14-129. - Arson prohibited; penalty.
(a)
No person shall willfully, wantonly, recklessly, or maliciously set fire to any stubble, grass, leaves, or other
combustible material whereby any fencing, crops, wood, timber, outhouses, dwellings, or other property are
injured or destroyed.
(b)
Such person shall (in addition to his civil liability for such damages) be also deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon conviction thereof before any court of competent jurisdiction shall be imprisoned for a term not
exceeding five (5) years in the penitentiary, or not exceeding three (3) years in the house of correction or not
more than one (1) year in jail.
(Laws 1890, ch. 306, Sec. 306A; P.L.L. 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 590; P.L.L. 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 985; 1943 Code, Sec.
1358; 1953 Code, Sec. 1482; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 80-2)
Sec. 14-130. - Cemeteries restricted; penalty.
(a)
No person shall establish any cemetery within the area bounded as follows:
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(1)
Beginning at the intersection of the metropolitan area and the District of Columbia line at its most southerly
point; thence along said metropolitan area line to the Marlboro Pike; thence along said pike to Meadows; thence
to Camp Springs by way of the concrete state road; thence north along the Southern Maryland Pike to Henson
Branch; thence down the said branch to the Fort Washington State Road; thence with the said road to the Fort
Washington Reservation and the Potomac River; thence up said river in a northeasterly direction to the District
of Columbia and Maryland boundary line; thence along said line to the place of the beginning.
(b)
This Section shall not be construed to prohibit the establishment of so-called family burying grounds of
reasonable area or graveyards or cemeteries of established churches holding regular services herein.
(c)
Any person violating the provisions of this Section shall, upon conviction, be subject to a penalty of not more
than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each such violation.
(Laws 1933, ch. 184; 1943 Code, Sec. 186; 1953 Code, Sec. 239; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 10-1)
Sec. 14-131. - Official signs; removal prohibited.
(a)
No unauthorized person shall knowingly remove or deface any sign posted on any building or structure and
placed thereon by any County department or agency or officer or employee thereof, or other person, pursuant to
law or ordinance.
(b)
As used in this Section, Sign shall mean and include, without limitation, any permit, notice, license, order, or
other indication of official government action or notice under any County law or ordinance.
(CB-56-1972)
Sec. 14-132. - Motor vehicle parts; sale or gift records; penalty.
(a)
No person shall sell, give, or donate to another person any motor block, rear end housing, transmission,
automobile radio, or heater without making a memorandum of such transaction. The memorandum shall set forth
the date of transaction, the name and address of the purchaser, grantee, or donee, a description of the article and
the manufacturer's serial number, or other identification number. The memorandum shall be retained by the
seller, grantor, or donor for a period of six (6) months.
(b)
If any of the articles enumerated in this Section has its manufacturer's serial number or other identification
number removed or obliterated, it shall be the duty of the seller, grantor, or donor to report the sale or gift of
such article within ten (10) days of the sale to the Police Department, which shall retain a file of such reports for
a period of one (1) year. The report shall contain the same information required in the memorandum retained by
the seller or donor. It shall contain a statement of the manner of the removal or obliteration of the manufacturer's
serial number or other identification number, if such information may be determined.
(c)
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Any person convicted of the violation of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be sentenced to
a fine not to exceed Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) or shall be imprisoned in the County jail for a period not
to exceed thirty (30) days, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(Laws 1965, ch. 890, Sec. 1)
DIVISION 5. - OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC SAFETY AND MORALS.
Sec. 14-133. - False report of crime prohibited; penalty.
(a)
No person shall make or cause to be made to any Sheriff's office or to any police department within the County,
or to any officer or member thereof, a false of fictitious report of the commission of any criminal offense within
the County, or false or fictitious report of any other matter or occurrence of which the Sheriff's office or police
department is required to receive reports, or in connection with which the Sheriff's office or police department is
required to conduct investigation, knowing such reports to be false or fictitious.
(b)
No person shall communicate or cause to be communicated to the Sheriff's Office or Police Department, or any
officer or member thereof, any false information concerning the commission of any criminal offense within the
County or concerning any other matter or occurrence of which the Sheriff's Office or Police Department is
required to conduct investigation, knowing such information to be false, shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) or by imprisonment not exceeding thirty (30) days.
(Laws 1953, ch. 92; 1953 Code, Sec. 512; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 21-1)
Sec. 14-133.01. - Defacing of public and private buildings and structures prohibited; penalty.
No person shall willfully deface or cause to be defaced by disfiguring, cutting, chipping, writing, marking, or
painting with any words, sign or figure, any church, synagogue, mosque, rectory, convent, monastery, or other
permanent or temporary place of worship, or any public or private building or structure within Prince George's
County without the express consent of the owner of such property, or in the case of public property of the person
having charge, custody, or control thereof. Any person or persons who violate(s) the provisions of this Section
shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall suffer punishment by imprisonment in the
County jail for a period not to exceed one hundred eighty (180) days or shall be fined an amount not to exceed
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or shall suffer both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court.
(CB-108-1977; CB-4-1983)
Sec. 14-133.02. - Wearing of Masks.
(a)
No person or persons over 16 years of age shall, while wearing any mask, hood, or device whereby any portion
of the face is hidden, concealed, or covered as to conceal the identity of the wearer:
(1)
Enter upon, be, or appear upon any lane, walk, alley, street, road, highway, or other public way in Prince
George's County;
(2)
Enter upon, be, or appear upon or within the public property of Prince George's County; or
1557/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(3)
Hold any manner of meeting or demonstration.
(b)
The provisions of Subsection (a) apply only if the person was wearing the hood, mask, or other device:
(1)
With the intent to deprive any person or class of persons of equal protection of the law or of equal privileges and
immunities under the law, or for the purpose of preventing or hindering the constituted authorities of the United
States, the State of Maryland, or Prince George's County from giving or securing for all persons within Prince
George's County equal protection of the law;
(2)
With the intent, by force or threat of force, to injure, intimidate, or interfere with any person because of his
exercise of any right secured by federal, state, or local laws, or to intimidate any person or any class of persons
from exercising any right secured by federal, state, or local laws;
(3)
With the intent to intimidate, threaten, abuse, or harass any other person;
(4)
With the intent to cause another person to fear for his or her personal safety, or, where it is probably that a
reasonable person would be put in fear for his or her personal safety by the wearer's actions, with reckless
disregard for that probability; or
(5)
While engaged in conduct prohibited by statute or criminal law, with the intent of avoiding identification.
(c)
Any person or persons who violate(s) the provisions of this Section shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall suffer punishment by imprisonment in the County jail for a period not to exceed one
hundred and eighty (180) days or shall be fined an amount not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
shall suffer both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court.
(CB-3-1983)
Sec. 14-134. - Discarded appliances.
No person shall discard or abandon any refrigerator, icebox, deep freezer, stove, kitchen range, clothes hamper,
or other appliance containing a compartment, equipped with a locking device or mechanism, unless such
compartment has been rendered incapable of being locked either by removal of the door of such compartment,
or by removal of the locking device or mechanism.
(CB-13-1971)
Sec. 14-135. - Outdoor appliance storage.
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In the event any refrigerator, icebox, deep freeze, stove, kitchen range, clothes hamper, or other appliance
containing a compartment, equipped with a locking device or mechanism, shall be stored outdoors, such
compartment shall be securely fastened in such manner that the compartment cannot be opened.
(CB-13-1971)
Sec. 14-136. - Consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages in public.
(a)
Pursuant to the authority of Sections 19-103 and 19-204, Article 2B, Annotated Code of Maryland, the County
adopts this Section to govern the consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages on public property and
areas generally used by the public.
(b)
The definition of "public property" includes any building, ground, park, street, highway, alley, sidewalk, station,
terminal, or other structure, road, or parking area located on land owned, leased, or operated by the state, county,
municipality, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission, or Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person to drink any alcoholic beverage, as defined in Article 2B of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, and to possess any alcoholic beverage in an open container while:
(1)
On public property unless authorized by a governmental entity that has jurisdiction over the property;
(2)
On the mall, adjacent parking area, or other outside area or any combination of privately owned retail
establishments, like a shopping center, where the general public is invited for business purposes, unless
authorized by the owner of the shopping center;
(3)
On an adjacent parking area or other outside area of any other retail establishment, unless authorized by the
owner of the establishment; or
(4)
In any vehicle located on any of the places enumerated in this Section, unless authorized pursuant to paragraphs
(1), (2), or (3).
(d)
The head of any governmental entity, agency, or department, including a municipality, having management or
control over the property, may permit the drinking of alcoholic beverages and the possession of such beverages
in open containers on public property where there is a determination that the occasion is one in which drinking is
customarily permitted, and the use of alcoholic beverages will not be offensive to the public.
(e)
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This Section does not apply to the consumption of alcoholic beverages or the possession of alcoholic beverages
in open containers by passengers in any vehicle equipped with a toilet if the owner or operator has consented to
the consumption of the beverages.
(f)
Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is
subject to:
(1)
For the first offense, a fine not exceeding $100;
(2)
For a second offense, a fine not exceeding $250, a referral to twenty (20) hours of alcohol abuse treatment, or
forty (40) hours of community service, or any combination thereof;
(3)
For a third offense, a fine not exceeding $500, a referral to forty (40) hours of alcohol abuse treatment, or eighty
(80) hours of community service, or any combination thereof; and
(4)
For a fourth offense or any subsequent offenses, a fine not exceeding $1,000, a referral to sixty (60) hours of
alcohol abuse treatment, or one hundred (100) hours of community service, or any combination thereof.
(g)
Any community service sentence imposed in accordance with Subsection (f) may be performed within a ten (10)
mile radius of the site of the commission of the offense. Failure to complete community service hours within one
(1) year of imposition of such a sentence, shall result in imprisonment not to exceed one (1) hour for every one
(1) hour of uncompleted community service.
(h)
The Police Department shall maintain a list of all violations of this Section and provide a report upon request to
the County Council that includes but is not limited to the total number of citations issued annually, the total
number of convictions based on those citations, the total number of repeat offenders, and the zip codes of the
locations where the violations are occurring in the County.
(Laws 1965, ch. 879, Sec. 1; CB-20-1980; CB-29-1987; CB-44-2015)
Sec. 14-136.01. - Urinating or Defecating in Public.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to urinate or defecate in public, unless there is a place specifically designated
for that purpose, or in any other place where the person may be seen from a public thoroughfare or public
property.
(b)
Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall, upon citation issued pursuant to Division 3, of
Subtitle 28 of this Code, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil
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monetary fine in the amount of Fifty Dollars ($50.00).
(CB-74-1985)
Sec. 14-137. through Sec. 14-139. - Reserved.
Sec. 14-139.01. - Block Parent Program.
(a)
No person shall have in his possession or display upon or within any dwelling or structure any sign or facsimile
thereof which contains the words "Block Parent" or utilizes the Block Parent seeing eye logo or any other similar
design or combination of words unless such person is a participant in the Police Department Block Parent
Program or is a manufacturer or supplier of such signs authorized by the Chief of Police.
(b)
The Chief of Police is authorized to promulgate regulations to implement the Block Parent Program.
(CB-89-1983)
Sec. 14-139.02. - Public Indecency.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section, the term "nudity" shall mean the showing of the human male or female genitals
or pubic area, with less than a fully opaque covering.
(b)
It is unlawful for any person to knowingly or intentionally, in a public place or a place open to the public:
(1)
Engage in sexual intercourse;
(2)
Appear in a state of nudity; or
(3)
Fondle one's own genitals or those of another person.
(c)
Except as otherwise provided in Subtitle 5, Division 26 Adult Entertainment Clubs, it is unlawful for any person
to dance or otherwise perform in a state of nudity in a place open to the public, within six (6) feet of any patron,
to intentionally touch any patron, or to permit any patron to touch the person in a state of nudity.
(d)
Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not
exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both.
(CB-81-1991; CB-61-2006)
Sec. 14-139.03. - Loitering.
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(a)
In this Section, "loiter" means for a person to:
(1)
Remain on a public street, sidewalk, or pathway, including one privately-owned but used by the public in
general, so as to obstruct the free passage of a pedestrian or vehicle after a regular or special police officer has
notified the person that the action is unlawful and has requested the person to move;
(2)
Remain in or on a vehicle on a public street, sidewalk, or pathway, including one privately-owned but used by
the public in general, so as to obstruct the free passage of a pedestrian or vehicle after a regular or special police
officer has notified the person that the action is unlawful and has requested the person to move;
(3)
Refuse or fail to leave a private business, commercial establishment, or parking lot that is posted with
conspicuous "No Loitering" signs if the business or establishment is not open for business, and the person has
been requested to leave by the owner, the owner's agent, or a regular or special police officer, unless the person:
(A)
Has written permission from the owner, lessee, or operator to be present; or
(B)
Is window-shopping under conditions and at a time of the day or night that would be considered conducive to
that activity;
(4)
Refuse or fail to leave a private business or commercial establishment that is open for business, or a parking lot
of the business or establishment, after having been requested to do so by the owner or the owner's agent;
(5)
Refuse or fail to leave a public building, public grounds, or a public recreational area, or a parking lot of a public
building, public grounds, or a public recreational area, after being requested to do so by a regular or special
police officer or by a regularly employed guard, watchman, or other authorized employee of the agency or
institution responsible for the public building, public grounds, recreational area, or parking lot if the
circumstances indicate that the person has no apparent lawful business or purpose to pursue at that place;
(6)
Return, for no apparent lawful business or purpose, to the same public or private property from which the person
was asked to leave and not return for 30 days.
(b)
This Section does not prohibit picketing or orderly demonstration by labor unions or members of the public.
(c)
A person who loiters is guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to:
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(1)
For the first written offense, a written warning requesting an individual to move; and
(2)
For a second written offense, a fine not exceeding $500.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, or both; and
(3)
For a third written offense and subsequent written offenses, a fine not exceeding $1,000.00 or imprisonment not
exceeding 30 days, or both.
(d)
No person shall be charged with a violation of this Section unless and until the arresting officer has first warned
the person of the violation and the person has failed or refused to stop the violation.
(CB-89-1995; CB-42-2012)
Sec. 14-139.04. - Animals in public buildings.
(a)
In this Section the term "public building" means any building and its associated grounds and parking area
located on land owned, leased, or operated by the County and authorities created by the County, excluding
public housing sites.
(b)
A person may not bring or maintain an animal, as defined in Subtitle 3 of this Code, in a public building unless
the animal is securely contained within an enclosure designed for the transportation of such animals.
(c)
The head of any County agency or department having management or control over a public building may permit
animals on a lead and under the control of a person physically able of restraining the animal in a public building
if the public official has determined that the presence of an animal is appropriate for educational or recognition
purposes and that the presence of the animal will not be offensive to the occupants of the public building and the
general public.
(d)
This Section does not apply to animals trained to assist persons with disabilities when in the company of such
persons.
(e)
This Section shall not apply to animals trained to perform or assist in public safety and/or emergency rescue
operations while employed in this capacity, including rescue, criminal search and seizure, arson, and bomb and
drug sniffing.
(f)
Any person who violates the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is
subject to a fine not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
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(CB-78-2000)
Sec. 14-139.05. - Prostitution free zones.
(a)
For purposes of this Section, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings:
(1)
Chief of Police means the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(2)
Disperse means to depart from the designated prostitution free zone and not to reassemble within the prostitution
free zone with anyone from the group ordered to depart for the duration of the zone.
(3)
Known participant in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses means a person who has been convicted in any
court in any jurisdiction of any violation involving prostitution or prostitution-related offenses.
(4)
Police Department means the Prince George's County Police Department.
(5)
Prostitution means the performance of a sexual act, sexual contact, or vaginal intercourse for hire pursuant to the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Criminal Law Article, Section 11-301.
(6)
Prostitution free zone means public space or public property in an area not to exceed a square of one thousand
(1,000) feet on each side that is established pursuant to subsections (b) and (c).
(7)
Prostitution-related offenses means those crimes and offenses defined pursuant to the Annotated Code of
Maryland, Criminal Law Article, Sections 11-303 to 11-306.
(b)
The Chief of Police may declare any public area a prostitution free zone for a period not to exceed four hundred
eighty (480) consecutive hours. The Chief of Police shall inform his commanders, the County Executive, and the
Council of the declaration of a prostitution free zone.
(c)
In determining whether to designate a prostitution free zone, the Chief of Police shall find the following:
(1)
The occurrence of disproportionately high arrests for prostitution or prostitution-related offenses, and calls for
police service because of prostitution or prostitution-related offenses in the proposed prostitution free zone
within the preceding six (6) month period;
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(2)
Objective evidence or verifiable information that shows that a disproportionately high incidence of prostitution
or prostitution-related offenses are occurring on public space or public property within the proposed prostitution
free zone; and
(3)
Any other verifiable information from which the Chief of Police may ascertain whether the public health or
safety is endangered by prostitution or prostitution-related offenses in the proposed prostitution free zone.
(d)
Upon the designation of a prostitution free zone, the Police Department shall mark each block within the
prostitution free zone by using barriers, tape, signs, or police officers that post or announce the following
information in the immediate area of, and borders around, the prostitution free zone:
(1)
A statement that it is unlawful for a person to congregate in a group of two (2) or more persons for the purposes
of prostitution or prostitution-related offenses within the boundaries of a prostitution free zone, and to fail to
disperse after being instructed to disperse by a uniformed officer of the Police Department, or a non-uniformed
officer of the Police Department upon display of Police Department identification, who reasonably believes the
person is congregating for the purpose of engaging in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses;
(2)
The boundaries of the prostitution free zone;
(3)
A statement of the effective dates of the prostitution free zone designation; and
(4)
Any other additional information the Chief of Police provides.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for a person to congregate in a group of two (2) or more persons on public space or public
property within the perimeter of a prostitution free zone established pursuant to Subsections (b) and (c) and
thereafter to fail to disperse after being instructed to disperse by a uniformed officer of the Police Department, or
a non-uniformed officer of the Police Department upon display of Police Department identification, who
reasonably believes the person is congregating for the purpose of engaging in prostitution or prostitution-related
offenses.
(f)
In making a determination that a person is congregating in a prostitution free zone for the purpose of engaging in
prostitution or prostitution-related offenses, the totality of the circumstances involved shall be considered.
Among the circumstances which may be considered in determining whether such purpose is manifested are:
(1)
The conduct of a person being observed, including that such person is behaving in a manner raising a reasonable
belief that the person is engaging or is about to engage in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses, such as:
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(A)
Repeatedly beckoning to, stopping, attempting to stop, or attempting to engage passers-by in conversation for
the purpose of prostitution;
(B)
Stopping or attempting to stop motor vehicles for the purpose of prostitution; or
(C)
Repeatedly interfering with the free passage of other persons for the purpose of prostitution;
(2)
Information from a reliable source indicating that a person being observed routinely engages in or is currently
engaging in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses within the prostitution free zone;
(3)
Physical identification by an officer of the person as a member of a gang or association which engages in
prostitution or prostitution-related offenses;
(4)
Knowledge by an officer that the person is a known participant in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses;
and
(5)
Knowledge by an officer that any vehicle involved in the observed circumstances is registered to a known
participant in prostitution or prostitution-related offenses, or a person for whom there is an outstanding arrest
warrant for a crime involving prostitution or prostitution-related offenses.
(g)
Any person who violates this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to a fine not
exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both.
(CB-61-2011)
DIVISION 6. - WEAPONS.
Sec. 14-140. - Loaded weapons prohibited; exceptions.
(a)
No person shall discharge or have in his possession, while loaded, any firearm, rifle, shotgun, revolver, pistol, air
gun, air rifle or any similar mechanism by whatever name know, which is designed to expel a projectile through
a gun barrel by the action of any explosive, gas, compressed air, spring or elastic, within one thousand feet
(1,000') of any home or residence, other than his own, or any school or school grounds (private or public),
church or church grounds, places of public assembly, public parks and playgrounds within the County, whether
the weapon is loaded with blank or live cartridges or projectiles of any kind.
(b)
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This Section shall not prohibit the owner or tenant of any land from discharging such described weapons on his
land for the purpose of the protection of his own property or the life of himself or his family, or killing predatory
animals which prey upon, damage or destroy his property, livestock or crops.
(Gen. Res. No. 11-1963, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014; CB-19-2020)
Sec. 14-141. - Transfer of weapon to minor prohibited; exceptions.
(a)
No person shall give, sell, rent, lend or otherwise transfer any gun or weapon described in Section 14-140,
designed to use explosive ammunition or any projectile therefor, within the County to a minor under the age of
seventeen (17) years, except where the relationship of parent and child, guardian and ward or adult instructor
and pupil exists between such person and the minor.
(b)
This Section shall not apply to any regulated firearms regulated by Sections 441 to 448, Article 27, Annotated
Code of Maryland, 1957.
(Gen. Res. No. 11-1963, Sec. 2; CB-47-1999)
Sec. 14-141.01. - Handgun sales or transfers; child safety handgun lock required; notice.
(a)
For purposes of this Section, "child safety handgun lock" means a device that, when locked in place by means of
a key, prevents a potential user from pulling the trigger of a handgun without first removing the lock by use of a
key.
(b)
No licensed firearm dealer shall sell, lease, or otherwise transfer a handgun without also selling or otherwise
providing with each handgun a child safety handgun lock or similar device designed to prevent the handgun
from being fired by an unauthorized user.
(c)
Every licensed firearm dealer permitted by law to sell, lease, or otherwise transfer a firearm shall post
conspicuously within the premises where such transactions take place a notice of the requirement of Subsection
(a), above, and the requirements of Section 36K of Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland regarding
keeping guns out of the reach of children.
(d)
Any person convicted of a violation of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by
a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months,
or both.
(CB-31-1997)
Sec. 14-142. - Discharge of firearms; permit; exceptions; penalty.
(a)
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No person shall practice shooting at any mark, board, sign, tree, bank, or other object with any gun, rifle,
cannon, mortar, pistol, or other firearm within the limits of this County, whether on land or water, for military
drill, amusement, or skill, without:
(1)
Obtaining in writing the consent to so use any such firearms of all owners, tenants, or occupants of real estate
residing within the carrying capacity of such firearms.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person to fire or discharge any firearm defined in Subsection (a) wherein the
projectile or projectiles traverse the property of another without obtaining the consent of the owner, tenant, or
occupant of the subject property.
(c)
This Section shall not apply to the firing or discharge of any firearm defined in Subsection (a):
(1)
By the United States Government, where such practice is conducted under the established rule or regulation of
the United States Department of Defense or any of its agencies;
(2)
By any law enforcement officer in the performance of official duty;
(3)
On a bona fide rifle, pistol, or shotgun range regulated pursuant to Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County
Code and Section 36(H)(d) of Article 27 of the Maryland Annotated Code;
(4)
In the defense of a person's life; and
(5)
By licensed hunters lawfully hunting in season as authorized pursuant to the Department of Natural Resources of
the State of Maryland.
(d)
For purposes of Subsections 14-142(c)(3) and 14-142(c)(5), nothing in this Section shall authorize any person to
fire or discharge any firearm defined in Subsection (a) wherein the projectile or projectiles traverse the property
of another without obtaining the consent of the owner, tenant, or occupant of the subject property.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any person to organize an event consisting of one or more person(s) for the purposes set
forth in Subsection (a), unless such person(s) has complied with the requirements of Subsection (a).
(f)
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It shall be unlawful for any owner, tenant, or occupant of property to knowingly consent to the firing or
discharge of any firearm defined in Subsection (a) by any person(s) on such property, unless such person(s) has
complied with the requirements of Subsection (a).
(g)
Violation of the provisions of this Section is a misdemeanor and is punishable, upon conviction, by a fine not to
exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment, not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
(Laws 1904, ch. 447, Sec. 67A; P.L.L. 1912, Art. 17, Sec. 236; P.L.L. 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 371; 1943 Code, Sec.
483; 1953 Code, Sec. 526; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 23-1; CB-49-1984; CB-8-1995; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-272014; CB-19-2020; CB-99-2021)
DIVISION 7. - CRIMINAL OFFENDER REGISTRATION.
Sec. 14-143. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall mean:
(1)
Chief of Police means the Chief of Police for the Prince George's County Police Department or designee.
(2)
Confining authority means any private entity doing business in the County that has been ordered or directed by a
court to retain residential custody of an offender as a result of the conviction of the offender.
(3)
Convicted includes a probation before judgement and a finding of not criminally responsible for an offense or
any other court disposition from any jurisdiction which requires residential custody.
(4)
Offender means an adult who has been convicted of a crime or a juvenile who has been adjudicated as a
delinquent child and who has been remanded to the custody of a confining authority.
(CB-62-1999)
Sec. 14-144. - Registration.
(a)
An offender who is placed under the custody of a confining authority within the County shall register with the
Chief of Police, in a manner directed by the Chief of Police, within five business days of the offender's
placement. If an offender is released into the custody of a confining authority which is located within a
municipality having its own police department, the Chief of Police shall provide a copy of the registration to the
municipality's chief of police within five business days of receipt of information from the offender.
(b)
A confining authority located within the County shall register each offender received into custody with the Chief
of Police, in a manner directed by the Chief of Police, within five business days of receiving custody of an
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offender. If the confining authority is located within a municipality having its own police department, the Chief
of Police shall notify the municipality's chief of police within five business days of receipt of information from
the offender. For each offender registered, the confining authority shall pay a registration fee of Sixty Dollars
($60.00) at the time each offender is registered by the confining authority.
(c)
Registration of an offender shall include the identification of the offender, the offender's place of residence while
in the custody of the confining authority, the offender's criminal record information, and such other information
as required by the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall not distribute or disclose any of the information
provided in the registration except for a legitimate law enforcement purpose.
(d)
The confining authority shall provide each offender with the required registration form in a format approved by
the Chief of Police so as to comply with the provisions of this Division.
(e)
The confining authority shall provide to the Chief of Police the location of all facilities located within the
County used for the purpose of housing offenders.
(f)
Nothing herein is intended to require registration of individuals placed in home detention programs.
(g)
The confining authority shall inform the Chief of Police of a registered offender's release from custody, in a
manner directed by the Chief of Police, within thirty days of the day the registered offender was released from
the custody of the confining authority.
(h)
The Chief of Police shall, within thirty days of being informed of a registered offender's release from a confining
authority, destroy all registration information relating to the released offender.
(CB-62-1999; CB-33-2001)
Sec. 14-145. - Penalty.
Any person who violates any provision of this Division shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not
exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(CB-62-1999)
DIVISION 8. - OBSCENE MATTER.
Sec. 14-146. - Definitions.
(a)
Harmful to juveniles or potentially harmful to juveniles means that quality of any description or representation,
in whatever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse which the average
adult, applying contemporary community standards, would find that the description or representation appeals to
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the prurient interest of a minor and lacks serious literary, artistic, political, educational, or scientific value to a
minor.
(b)
Juvenile means a person less than eighteen years of age.
(c)
Knowingly means having general knowledge of, or reason to know, or a belief or ground for belief which
warrants further inspection or inquiry of both; the character and content of any material described herein which
is reasonably susceptible of examination; and the age of the juvenile, provided however, that an honest mistake
shall constitute an excuse from liability hereunder if the defendant made a reasonable bona fide attempt to
ascertain the true age of such juvenile.
(d)
Nudity means a state of undress so as to expose the postpubertal human male or female genitals, pubic area or
buttocks with less than a full opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque
covering of any portion thereof below the top of the areola, or the depiction of covered or uncovered male
genitals in a discernibly turgid state.
(e)
Sadomasochistic abuse means actual or explicitly simulated flagellation or torture by or upon a person who is
nude or clad in undergarments, a mask, or bizarre costume, or the condition of being fettered, bound, or
otherwise physically restrained on the part of one so clothed.
(f)
Sexual conduct means actual or explicitly simulated acts of masturbation, homosexuality, sexual intercourse, or
physical contact in an act of apparent sexual stimulation or gratification with a person's clothed or unclothed
genitals, pubic area, buttocks or, if such be female, breast.
(g)
Sexual excitement means the condition of human male or female genitals when in a state of sexual stimulation
or arousal.
(h)
With regard to the display of material in the manner proscribed in Section 14-147, any person shall not include
clerks, cashiers, or other employees not having supervisory or managerial authority for the location of displays,
news racks, bookshelves, and the placement of articles, printed material, and other items thereon.
(CB-42-1978)
Sec. 14-147. - Unlawful acts.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to sell or loan to a juvenile; or to display in a manner whereby
juveniles can or may examine, peruse, or otherwise view; or to permit such juvenile to examine, peruse, or
otherwise view; or to permit a juvenile to sell or loan to any person:
(1)
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Any picture, photograph, drawing, or other graphic, pictorial, or visual representation or image of a person or
portion of the human body which depicts nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic abuse
and which is predominantly harmful or potentially harmful to juveniles.
(CB-42-1978)
Sec. 14-148. - Penalties.
Violation of this Division is punishable upon conviction by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) or by imprisonment not to exceed six months or both. Each day that a violation continues shall be
deemed a separate offense.
(CB-42-1978)
Sec. 14-149. - Applicability.
(a)
Nothing contained in this Division shall be construed to apply to the exhibition, presentation, showing, or
performance of any play, ballet, drama, tableau, production, motion picture, painting, sculpture; to any public
library or public or private school; or to any broadcast or telecast through facilities licensed under the Federal
Communications Act.
(b)
Nothing contained in this Division shall be construed to prevent any parent or legal guardian from purchasing
material of any kind for viewing by his or her minor child or person in his or her legal custody.
(c)
The prohibitions and penalties imposed by this Division shall not extend to persons having bona fide scientific,
educational, governmental, professional health care and counseling, religious, or other similar justification for
possessing such matter, or to distributions and display thereof pursuant to such justification.
(CB-42-1978)
Sec. 14-150. - Injunctive remedy.
The Circuit Court for Prince George's County shall have jurisdiction to enjoin a violation of this Division.
(CB-42-1978)
DIVISION 9. - DRUG PARAPHERNALIA.
Sec. 14-151. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division:
(1)
Controlled dangerous substance means any drug, substance, or immediate precursor listed in Subtitle 5 of the
Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, including any future amendments thereto. The term shall
not include distilled spirits, wine, malt beverages, or tobacco as those terms are set in Article 2B, Annotated
Code of Maryland.
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(2)
Drug Paraphernalia means all equipment, products, and materials of any kind which are intended for use, or
designed for use, in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, compounding,
converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repacking, storing, containing,
concealing, injecting, ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body a controlled dangerous
substance in violation of Subtitle 5 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. It includes but is
not limited to:
(A)
Kits intended for use, or designed for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, or harvesting of any
species of plant which is a controlled dangerous substance or from which a controlled dangerous substance can
be derived;
(B)
Kits intended for use, or designed for use in manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, or
preparing controlled dangerous substances;
(C)
Isomerization devices intended for use, or designed for use, in increasing the potency of any species of plant
which is a controlled dangerous substance;
(D)
Testing equipment intended for use, or designed for use, identifying or in analyzing the strength, effectiveness,
or purity of controlled dangerous substances;
(E)
Scales and balances intended for use, or designed for use, in weighing or measuring controlled dangerous
substances;
(F)
Diluents and adulterants, such as quinine hydrochloride, mannitol, mannite, dextrose, and lactose, intended for
use, or designed for use, in cutting controlled dangerous substances;
(G)
Separation gins and sifters intended for use, or designed for use, in removing twigs and seeds from, or in
otherwise cleaning or refining, marihuana;
(H)
Blenders, bowls, containers, spoons, and mixing devices intended for use, or designed for use, in compounding
controlled dangerous substances;
(I)
Capsules, balloons, envelopes, and other containers intended for use, or designed for use, in packaging small
quantities of controlled dangerous substances;
(J)
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Containers and other objects intended for use, or designed for use, in storing or concealing controlled dangerous
substances;
(K)
Hypodermic syringes, needles, and other objects intended for use, or designed for use, in parenterally injecting
controlled dangerous substances into the human body;
(L)
Objects intended for use, or designed for use, in ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing marihuana,
cocaine, hashish, or hashish oil into the human body such as:
(i)
Metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic, or ceramic pipes with or without screens, permanent screens,
hashish heads, or punctured metal bowls;
(ii)
Water pipes;
(iii)
Carburetion tubes and devices;
(iv)
Smoking and carburetion masks;
(v)
Roach clips: meaning objects used to hold burning material, such as a marihuana cigarette, that has become too
small or too short to be held in the hand;
(vi)
Miniature cocaine spoons and cocaine vials;
(vii)
Chamber pipes;
(viii)
Carburetor pipes;
(ix)
Electric pipes;
(x)
Air-driven pipes;
(xi)
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Chillums;
(xii)
Bongs;
(xiii)
Ice pipes or chillers.
(xiv)
Cigarette rolling papers, as defined by Section 14-155.01 of this division.
(3)
In determining whether an object is drug paraphernalia, a court or other authority shall consider, in addition to
all other logically relevant factors, the following:
(A)
Statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its use;
(B)
Prior convictions, if any, of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, under any State or Federal law
relating to any controlled dangerous substance;
(C)
The proximity of the object, in time and space, to a direct violation of Subtitle 5 of the Criminal Law Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland;
(D)
The proximity of the object to controlled dangerous substances;
(E)
The existence of any residue of controlled dangerous substances on the object;
(F)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, to deliver it to
persons whom he knows, or should reasonably know, intend to use the object to facilitate a violation of Subtitle
5 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland; the innocence of an owner, or of anyone in control
of the object, as to a direct violation of Subtitle 5 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
shall not prevent a finding that the object is intended for use, or designed for use, as drug paraphernalia;
(G)
Instructions, oral or written, provided with the object concerning its use;
(H)
Descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its use;
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(I)
National and local advertising concerning its use;
(J)
The manner in which the object is displayed for sale;
(K)
Whether the owner, or anyone in control of the object, is a legitimate supplier of like or related items to the
community, such as a licensed distributor or dealer of tobacco products;
(L)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of sales of the object(s) to the total sales of the business enterprise;
(M)
The existence and scope of legitimate uses for the object in the community;
(N)
Expert testimony concerning its use.
(4)
The definitions contained in Subtitle 5 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, including any
future amendments thereto, are adopted and incorporated by reference and have the same force and effect as if
set out in full in this Division.
(CB-152-1979; CB-47-2008; CB-6-2009)
Sec. 14-152. - General.
(a)
The Council finds and declares it is necessary for the public health and welfare to prohibit the possession,
display, offer for sale, sale, delivery, use, or advertisement of drug paraphernalia for illegal purposes.
(b)
This Division is not applicable to a person who is registered or who is in full compliance with Section 281 of
Article 27, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
It is the legislative intent of the Council that every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence,
clause, phrase, and word of this Division are to be liberally construed; that the provisions of this Division are
declared to be severable, and, in the event that any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence,
clause, phrase, or word of this Division is to be declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the remaining words, phrases, clauses,
sentences, subparagraphs, paragraphs, subsections, or sections of this Division, since the same would have been
enacted without the incorporation in this Division of any such invalid or unconstitutional word, phrase, clause,
sentence, subparagraph, paragraph, subsection, or section.
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(CB-152-1979)
Sec. 14-153. - Use or Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.
It is unlawful for any person to use or to possess with intent to use drug paraphernalia.
(CB-152-1979)
Sec. 14-154. - Sale or Delivery of Drug Paraphernalia.
It is unlawful for any person to possess with intent to deliver, manufacture with intent to deliver, display, offer,
offer for sale, sell, or deliver any equipment, product, or material knowing, or under circumstances where one
reasonably should know, that it is drug paraphernalia or is intended or designed to be drug paraphernalia.
(CB-152-1979)
Sec. 14-155. - Advertisement of Drug Paraphernalia.
It is unlawful for any person to advertise in any newspaper, magazine, handbill, poster, sign, mailing, or other
writing or publication or by radio, television, or sound track, knowing, or where one reasonably should know,
that the purpose of the advertisement, in whole or in part, is to promote the sale or delivery of drug
paraphernalia.
(CB-152-1979)
Sec. 14-155.01. - Cigarette rolling paper.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section:
(1)
The term "cigarette rolling paper" does not apply to the wrapping of a cigarette containing cut tobacco which has
been made and packaged by a corporation regularly engaged in the manufacture of tobacco products.
(2)
Cigarette rolling paper means a thin piece of paper which is customarily manufactured and distributed in a
package of numerous such sheets apart from tobacco and which is marketed for subsequent use by an individual
as a container in rolling the contents or core of a cigarette.
(b)
It is unlawful for any person or his agent or employee to sell, offer, offer for sale, give, or distribute without
charge cigarette rolling papers to any person under the age of eighteen (18) years.
(c)
It is unlawful for any person or his agent or employee to display for sale, sell, offer, offer for sale, give, or
distribute without charge cigarette rolling paper at any retail or commercial establishment which does not engage
in the sale of over the counter tobacco products.
(CB-62-1982; CB-47-2008; CB-6-2009)
Sec. 14-156. - Penalty.
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Any person who violates any provision of this Division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
not exceeding $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months or both.
(CB-152-1979)
DIVISION 10. - DEALING IN STOLEN PROPERTY.
Sec. 14-157. - Trafficking in stolen property.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section, the term "traffics" means:
(1)
To sell, pledge, transfer, distribute, dispense, or otherwise dispose of property to another person as consideration
for anything of value; or
(2)
To buy, receive, possess, or obtain control of property with intent to do any of the acts set forth in paragraph (1).
(b)
A person commits the offense in trafficking in stolen property if, on two or more separate occasions, that person
traffics in stolen property, knowing or having reason to believe that the property has been stolen.
(c)
It shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this Section that the property was not in fact stolen, if the accused
engaged in conduct which would constitute the crime if the attendant circumstances were as the accused
believed them to be.
(d)
Any person convicted of trafficking in stolen property shall be fined not more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned for
not more than six (6) months, or both.
(CB-117-1983)
Sec. 14-158. - Receiving stolen property.
(a)
A person commits the offense of receiving stolen property if that person buys, receives, possesses, or obtains
control of stolen property, knowing or having reason to believe that the property was stolen, with intent to
deprive another of the right to the property or a benefit of the property.
(b)
It shall not be a defense to a prosecution for an attempt to commit the offense described in this Section that the
property was not in fact stolen, if the accused engages in conduct which would constitute the crime if the
attendant circumstances were as the accused believed them to be.
(c)
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Any person convicted of receiving stolen property shall be fined not more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned for not
more than six (6) months, or both.
(CB-117-1983)
DIVISION 11. - IMITATION FIREARMS.
Sec. 14-159. - Legislative findings.
The County Council finds and declares it to be necessary for the public health, safety, and welfare to prohibit the
sale, offer for sale, delivery or advertisement of certain imitation, toy, or look-alike firearms.
(CB-153-1989)
Sec. 14-160. - Definitions.
For purposes of this Division, the term look-alike firearm shall mean any object that is not capable of causing
substantial bodily harm, significant injury, or death in its ordinary, common, or intended use, but which might
reasonably be perceived to be a real firearm and is similar or identical in its appearance to an Uzi 9mm in any
format (micro, carbine, rifle), or any other of the weapons specified in Article 27, Section 281A(c), of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, or their copies, regardless of manufacturer.
(CB-153-1989)
Sec. 14-161. - Sale or delivery of look-alike firearms prohibited.
It is unlawful for any person to offer for sale, sell, or deliver any look-alike firearm as defined in this Division.
(CB-153-1989)
Sec. 14-162. - Advertisement of look-alike firearms.
It is unlawful for any person to advertise in any newspaper, magazine, handbook, poster, sign, mailing, or other
writing or publication or by radio, television, or soundtrack, knowing, or where one reasonably should know,
that the purpose of the advertisement, in whole or in part, is to promote the sale or delivery of look-alike
firearms as defined in this Division.
(CB-153-1989)
Sec. 14-163. - Penalty.
Any person who violates any provision of this Division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both.
(CB-153-1989)
DIVISION 12. - CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 14-164. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division:
(1)
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A controlled dangerous substance means cocaine, phencyclidine, marijuana, or any other drug, substance, or
immediate precursor in Schedules I through V of Title 5, Subtitle 4 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code
of Maryland, including any future amendments thereto, any synthetic drug as defined in this Section, or any
substance believed to be cocaine, phencyclidine, marijuana, or any other drug, substance, or immediate
precursor in Schedules I through V of Title 5, Subtitle 4 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, including any future amendments thereto or any synthetic drug as defined in this Section.
(2)
A synthetic drug means a chemical compound that is chemically synthesized and
(A)
has been demonstrated to have binding activity at one or more cannabinoid receptors; or
(B)
is a chemical analog or isomer of a compound that has been demonstrated to have binding activity at one or
more cannabinoid receptors; or
(C)
is a substance that is a cannabinoid receptor type 1 (CB 1 receptor) agonist as demonstrated by binding studies
and functional assays within one of the following structural classes:
(i)
2-(3-hydroxycyclohexyl)phenol with substitution at the 5-position of the phenolic ring by akyl or alkenyl,
whether or not substituted on the cyclohexyl ring to any extent.
(ii)
3-(1-naphthoyl)indole or 3-(1-naphthyl)indole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or
not further substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl
ring to any extent.
(iii)
3-(1-naphthoyl)pyrrole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the pyrrole ring, whether or not further substituted
in the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl ring to any extent.
(iv)
1-(1-naphthylmethyl)indene by substitution of the 3-position of the indene ring, whether or not further
substituted in the indene ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthyl ring to any extent.
(v)
3-phenylacetylindole or 3-benzoylindole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or not
further substituted in the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the phenyl ring to any extent.
(vi)
3-tetramethylcyclopropylindole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or not further
substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any
extent.
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(vii)
3-adamantoylindole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring, whether or not further substituted on
the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any extent.
(viii)
3-adamantoyl-indazole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indazole ring, whether or not further
substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any
extent.
(ix)
3-carboxamide-indazole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indazole ring, whether or not further
substituted on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any
extent.
(x)
3-carboxamide-indole by substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indazole ring, whether or not further substituted
on the indole ring to any extent, whether or not substituted on the naphthoyl or naphthyl ring to any extent; or
(D)
includes, but is not limited to, the following types:
(i)
5-(1,1-dimethylheptyl)-2-[(1R,3S)-3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (also known as CP-47,497).
(ii)
5-(1,1-dimethyloctyl)-2-[(1R,3S)-3-hydroxycyclohexyl]-phenol (also known as cannabicyclohexanol or CP-44,
497 C8-homolog).
(iii)
1-pentyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-018 and AM678).
(iv)
1-butyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-073).
(v)
1-hexyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-019).
(vi)
1-[2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl]-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-200).
(vii)
1-pentyl-3-(2-methoxyphenylacetyl)indole (also known as JWH-250).
(viii)
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1-pentyl-3-[1-(4-methoxynaphthoyl)]indole (also known as JWH-081).
(ix)
1-pentyl-3-(4-methyl-1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-122).
(x)
1-pentyl-3-(4-chloro-1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as JWH-398).
(xi)
1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(1-naphthoyl)indole (also known as AM2201).
(xii)
1-(5-fluoropentyl)-3-(2-iodobenzoyl)indole (also known as AM694).
(xiii)
1-pentyl-3-[(4-methoxy)-benzoyl]indole (also known as SR-19 and RCS-4).
(xiv)
1-cyclohexylethyl-3-(2-methoxyphenylacetyl)indole (also known as SR-18 and RCS-8).
(xv)
1-pentyl-3-(2-chlorophenylacetyl)indole (also known as JWH-203).
(xvi)
(1-pentyl-1H-indol-3-yl)(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropyl)methanone (also known as UR-144).
(xvii)
1-(5-fluoropentyl)-1H-indol-3-yl)(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropyl)methanone (also known as 5F-UR-144 or
XLR11).
(xviii)
[1-(2-morpholin-4-ylethyl)-1H-indol-3-yl]-(2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropyl)methanone (also known as
A796,260).
(xix)
N-[3-(2-methoxyethyl)-4,5-dimethyl-1,3-thiazol-2-ylidene]-2,2,3,3-tetramethylcyclopropane-1-carboxamide
(also known as A836,339).
(xx)
1-pentyl-N-tricyclo[3.3.1.13,7]dec-1-yl-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (also known as AKB48).
(xxi)
1(5-fluoropentyl-N-tricyclo[3.3.1.13,7]dec-1-yl-1H-indazole-3-carboxamide (also known as 5F-AKB48).
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(xxii)
1-[(N-methylpiperidin-2-yl)methyl]-3-(2-iodobenzoyl)indole (also known as AM2233).
(xxiii)
1-((1-methylpiperidin-2-yl)methyl)-1H-indol-3-yl)(naphthalene-1-yl)methanone (also known as AM1220).
(xxiv)
1-[(N-methylpiperidin-2-yl)methyl]-3-(adamant-1-oyl)indole (also known as AM1248).
(xxv)
4-methylmethcathinone (also known as Mephedrone).
(xxvi)
3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone (also known as MDPV).
(xxvii)
3,4-methylenedioxymethcathinone (also known as Methylone).
(xxviii)
Naphthylpyrovalerone (also known as Naphyrone).
(xxix)
4-fluoromethcathinone (also known as Flephedrone).
(xxx)
4-methoxymethcathinone (also known as Methedrone; Bk-PMMA).
(xxxi)
N-Ethylcathinone (also known as Ethcathinone).
(xxxii)
3,4-methylenedioxyethcathinone (also known as Ethylone).
(xxxiii)
Beta-keto-N-methyl-3,4-benzodioxyolybutanamine (also known as Butylone).
(xxxiv)
N,N-dimethylcathinone (also known as Metamfepramone).
(xxxv)
Alpha-pyrrolidinopropiophenone (also known as Alpha-PPP).
(xxxvi)
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4-methoxy-alphapyrrolidinopropiophenone (also known as MOPPP).
(xxxvii)
3,4-methylenedioxy-alphapyrrolidinopropiophenone (also known as MDPPP).
(xxxviii)
Alpha-pyrrolidinovalerophenone (also known as Alpha-PVP).
(xxxix)
6,7-dihydro-5H-indeno-(5,6-d)-1,3-dioxol-6-amine) (also known as MDAI).
(xl)
3-fluoromethcathinone.
(xli)
4'-Methyl-α-pyrrolidinobutiophenone (also known as MPBP).
(xlii)
2-(methylamino)-propiophenone; OR alpha-(methylamino)propiophenone (also known as Methcathinone).
(xliii)
3-fluoromethcathinone (also known as 3-FMC).
(xliv)
3-methoxymethcathinone (also known as HMMC).
(xlv)
2-(methylamino)-1-phenylpropan-1-one (also known as Ephedrone).
(xlvi)
4-ethylmethcathinone (also known as 4-EMC).
(xlvii)
3,4-Dimethylmethcathinone (also known as 3,4-DMMC).
(xlviii)
Beta-Keto-N-methylbenzodioxolylpentanamine (also known as Pentylone).
(xlix)
Beta-Keto-Ethylbenzodioxolylbutanamine (also known as Eutylone).
(l)
(1-(4-methylphenyl)-2-(1-pyrrolindinyl-1-pentanone)) (also known as Pyrovalerone).
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(li)
(RS)-1-(4-bromophenyl)-2-methylaminopropan-1-one (also known as Bromomethcathinone or 4-BMC or 4Bromomethcathinone).
(lii)
(RS)-2-dimethylamino-1-phenylpropan-1-one (also known as Dimethylcathinone).
(liii)
3,4-Methylenedioxy-alpha-pyrrolidinobutiophenone (also known as MDPBP).
(liv)
Methyl-alpha-pyrrolidinohexiophenone (also known as MPHP).
(lv)
N-N-Dimethyl-3,4-methylenedioxycathinone.
(lvi)
N-N-Diethyl-3,4-methylenedioxycathinone.
(lvii)
2-Bromo-3,4-Methylenedioxypropiophenone.
(lviii)
3,4-methylendioxy-propiophenone-2-oxime.
(lix)
N-Acetyl-N-Methyl-3,4-Methylenedioxycathinone.
(lx)
N-Acetyl-N-Ethyl-3,4-Methylenedioxycathinone.
(lxi)
2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-ethylphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-E).
(lxii)
2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-methylphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-D).
(lxiii)
2-(4-Chloro-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-C).
(lxiv)
2-(4-Iodo-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-I).
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(lxv)
2-[4-(Ethylthio)-2,5-dimethoxyphenyl]ethanamine (also known as 2C-T-2).
(lxvi)
2-[4-(Isopropylthio)-2,5- dimethoxyphenyl]ethanamine (also known as 2C-T-4).
(lxvii)
2-(2,5-Dimethoxyphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C- H).
(lxviii)
2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-nitrophenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-N).
(lxix)
2-(2,5-Dimethoxy-4-(n)-propylphenyl)ethanamine (also known as 2C-P).
(lxx)
the N-O-methoxybenzyl analogs of the above listed 2C compounds (also known as NBOMe compounds).
(CB-6-1990; CB-5-2013)
Sec. 14-165. - Unlawful acts.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to attempt to possess any controlled dangerous substance.
(b)
It shall be unlawful to distribute or dispense a controlled dangerous substance or possess a controlled dangerous
substance in a sufficient reasonable quantity to indicate under all circumstances an intent to distribute or
dispense a controlled dangerous substance except as provided in Title 5 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, including any future amendments thereto.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate, or knowingly permit another to operate, any motor vehicle with
the knowledge that the operation of the vehicle is being used or intended for use to transport, or in any manner to
facilitate the transportation, sale, receipt, possession, or concealment of, any controlled dangerous substance.
(d)
It shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this Division that the substance that the person actually
possessed, or that the person attempted to possess, was not a controlled dangerous substance if the person
believed that the substance was a controlled dangerous substance.
(e)
Any person committing the acts enumerated in subsections (a), (b), and (c) of this Section shall be subject to the
penalties enumerated in Section 14-166, which is imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months or a fine of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or both.
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(CB-6-1990; CB-5-2013)
Sec. 14-166. - Penalty.
Violation of this Division shall be punishable upon conviction by imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months or
a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or both.
(CB-6-1990)
SUBDIVISION 2. - COUNTY BUILDING AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.
Sec. 14-166.01. - Signage.
(a)
All County facilities including, but not limited to, buildings, recreational facilities as well as facilities of the
Prince George's County Library System, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and the
Health Department, shall have signs that contain language or symbols that the building and surrounding County
property is designated as a drug free zone. The signs shall be displayed conspicuously at the entrance of each
County facility.
(CB-63-2013)
DIVISION 13. - HARASSMENT AND STALKING.
Sec. 14-167. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division:
(1)
Course of conduct means a persistent pattern of conduct, composed of two or more acts over a period of time,
however short, that evidences a continuity of purpose. Course of conduct does not include constitutionally
protected activity.
(2)
Credible threat means an expressed or implied threat against the life of another person or to cause bodily injury
to another person which is made with the intent and the apparent ability to carry out the threat so as to cause the
person who is the target of the threat to reasonably fear for his or her safety or for the safety of another person or
to suffer substantial emotional distress.
(3)
Harass means to engage in a knowing and willful course of conduct directed at a specific person which serves no
legitimate purpose and which would seriously alarm, annoy, or intimidate the person. The course of conduct
must be such as would cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional distress.
(4)
Stalk means to engage in an intentional course of conduct directed at a specific person which serves no
legitimate purpose and which would seriously alarm, annoy, intimidate, or harass the person. The course of
conduct must be such as would cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional distress.
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(CB-83-1992)
Sec. 14-168. - Unlawful Acts.
A person who willfully follows, stalks, or harasses another person and who makes a credible threat against the
person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(CB-83-1992)
Sec. 14-169. - Penalty.
Each violation of this Division shall be punishable upon conviction by imprisonment not to exceed six months or
a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or both.
(CB-83-1992)
DIVISION 14. - NUISANCES.
Sec. 14-170. - Legislative findings.
(a)
The County Council finds and declares that public nuisances exist in the County in the continuing and recurrent
use of certain commercial and certain residential premises in violation of the laws relating to controlled
dangerous substances, prostitution, human sex trafficking, human labor trafficking, criminal gangs, storage of
weapons, stolen property, contraband or other evidence of criminal activity and other public nuisances and
traditional criminal remedies do not always abate these types of activities at these locations.
(b)
The enforcement of abatement procedures and the penalties set forth in this Division constitute an additional
method of law enforcement in response to the proliferation of the above-referenced public nuisances and are an
exercise of the County's police power that is reasonable and necessary in order to protect the health, safety, and
general welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County.
(CB-63-1993; CB-26-2013; CB-59-2013; CB-77-2013; CB-15-2019)
Sec. 14-171. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Board shall mean the Nuisance Abatement Board.
(2)
Neighborhood nuisance means any premises, except as defined by Section 13-138(a)(9) of the County Code, on
or in which, on two or more separate occasions within a one-year period before the start of a proceeding under
this subtitle, an owner, tenant or occupant of the premises:
(a)
acts in a disorderly manner that disturbs the public peace; or
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(b)
engages in acts, creates or maintains conditions that allows others to act in a disorderly manner that disturbs the
public peace; or
(c)
engages in activities that are prohibited in residential neighborhoods and zones, including any event, gathering,
party, or picnic that involves: admission fees; cover charges; door charges; entry fees; ticket sales; food or
beverage sales; adult entertainment charges, fees or sales; personal profit to the homeowner or organizer of an
event; or is open to the general public.
(3)
Occupant shall mean any person occupying a premises, whether or not a party to a lease.
(4)
Owner and owner of record shall mean the person in whose name a premises is recorded in the land records of
Prince George's County who owns, leases, occupies, or controls the property and any agent of such person.
(5)
Person means an individual, receiver, guardian, personal representative, fiduciary, or representative of any kind,
and any corporation, partnership, firm, association, joint venture, or other legal entity.
(6)
Premises shall mean any land, building, or other structure, or part thereof, where a residential property, including
vacant or abandoned property, or a commercial, business, or similar establishment is located.
(7)
Public nuisance shall mean any residential or commercial premises used:
(A)
By persons who assemble for the purpose of illegally administering a controlled dangerous substance, as defined
in the Criminal Law Article of the Maryland Annotated Code;
(B)
For the illegal manufacture or distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, or controlled paraphernalia, as
defined in the Criminal Law Article of the Maryland Annotated Code; or
(C)
For the illegal storage or concealment of a controlled dangerous substance in sufficient quantity to reasonably
indicate under all the circumstances an intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled dangerous
substance or controlled paraphernalia;
(D)
By persons for activities involving prostitution, human trafficking, or a criminal gang as defined in the Criminal
Law Article of the Maryland Annotated Code;
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(E)
As a neighborhood nuisance as defined by this Section; or
(F)
To endanger life, health, or safety, or obstruct the quiet enjoyment and reasonable use of the property of persons
in a particular area.
(G)
For the storage or concealment of illegal weapons, stolen property, contraband or other evidence of criminal
activity at the premises.
(H)
As a disorderly house as referenced in the Criminal Law Article of the Maryland Annotated Code.
(I)
By persons for activities involving human labor trafficking as defined in Section 14-191(a)(7) of the County
Code.
(8)
Tenant shall mean any tenant or lessee, whether under a written or oral lease.
(CB-63-1993; CB-26-2013; CB-59-2013; CB-77-2013; CB-82-2014; CB-15-2019)
Sec. 14-172. - Operation of a public or neighborhood nuisance prohibited; action to abate.
(a)
No person owning, operating, having charge or management of, a tenant living in or occupant of any premises
may cause or shall permit such premises to be used in violation of County, State, or Federal laws governing
controlled dangerous substances, prostitution, human sex trafficking, human labor trafficking, criminal gangs,
the storage or concealment of illegal weapons, stolen property, contraband or other evidence of criminal activity
at the premises, or as a public or neighborhood nuisance.
(1)
A police or Fire/EMS report, documentation, or any citation, written in the regular course of business by any
State, County, or municipal law enforcement agency, fire officer, or any other County or municipal agency or
department authorized to issue citations or corrective orders, of a premises having been used for activities
described in Section 14-171(a)(2) or (7) of this Division is prima facie evidence that the premises are a public or
neighborhood nuisance.
(b)
Any State, County, or municipal law enforcement agency, fire department, or any other County or municipal
agency or department authorized to issue citations or corrective orders, may initiate proceedings under this
Division to abate and prevent the nuisance and enjoin the person conducting or maintaining it, and the owner,
lessee, resident, or agent of the premises in or upon which the nuisance exists, from directly or indirectly
maintaining or permitting the nuisance whenever any agency or department of the County or municipality
provides sufficient evidence to support such proceedings.
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(1)
Prior to the initiation of proceedings, any State, County, or municipal law enforcement agency, fire department,
or any other County or municipal agency or department authorized to issue citations or corrective orders shall
submit a petition to the Board which sets forth the basis for its belief that a public or neighborhood nuisance
exists and that the owner, lessee, resident, or agent has failed or refused to cooperate with the State, County, or
municipal law enforcement agency, fire department, or any other County or municipal agency or department
attempts to abate the nuisance. The petition shall include affidavit(s) in support thereof. The Board shall review
the petition and issue a notice of hearing if a majority of the Board finds that the State, County, or municipal law
enforcement agency, fire department, or any other County or municipal agency or department authorized to issue
citations or corrective orders has sufficient evidence to support its case. A notice of hearing shall be issued no
later than fifteen (15) days after the Board has reviewed the petition.
(CB-63-1993; CB-26-2013; CB-59-2013; CB-77-2013; CB-82-2014; CB-15-2019)
Sec. 14-173. - Nuisance Abatement Board.
(a)
Creation.
(1)
There is hereby created and established a Board to be known and designated as the Nuisance Abatement Board.
(2)
The Board shall consist of seven members. There shall be a representative from the Police Department, the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, and the Fire/EMS Department. The other four citizen
members shall be appointed by the County Executive and approved by the County Council to serve staggered
terms of two years each. At least one of the citizen appointees shall represent the business community.
Additionally, a citizen appointee shall be designated as the Chair of the Board.
(3)
Any member who fails, without an excused absence, to attend two (2) consecutive meetings of the Board, or six
(6) or more meetings in any given calendar year, shall be considered to have resigned from the Board.
(4)
Any member may be removed by the County Executive, pursuant to Section 507 of the County Charter.
(5)
Citizen members of the Nuisance Abatement Board shall receive a stipend at the rate of Three Hundred Dollars
($300) per month. The Chair thereof shall be compensated an additional One Hundred Dollars ($100) per month
for administrative responsibilities.
(b)
Powers and duties.
(1)
The Board shall have full authority to enforce the provisions of Subtitle 13, Division 15 of the Prince George's
County Code, including any rules and regulations adopted under them.
1591/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A)
Subsections (c) and (d) of this section, as well as Sections 14-174 and 14-175 of the County Code shall not apply
to the requirements under Subtitle 13, Division 15 of the Prince George's County Code.
(2)
The Board shall hear complaints which allege that any premises constitute a public or neighborhood nuisance.
(3)
Upon the receipt of such an allegation, the Board shall give notice and an opportunity for a hearing to determine
whether a public or neighborhood nuisance exists in the premises to the owner, lessor, lessee, mortgagor, and
mortgagee of the premises.
(4)
The notice shall state the date, place, and time of the hearing, the right of the aforesaid persons to be heard and
to be represented at the hearing, the possible consequences of failure to appear, and such other information as
may be appropriate.
(5)
The notice shall be by United States Postal Service certified mail and addressed to said owner or other
responsible person at the last known address or the address shown on the real property tax records in the
Treasurer's Office for Prince George's County. In the event that such notice is returned by the postal authorities,
the Board shall cause a copy of the notice to be personally served upon the owners or other responsible persons
of the premises or upon the agent of the owner thereof. In the event that personal service cannot be
accomplished, as aforesaid, after reasonable efforts, then notice shall be accomplished by physical posting on the
premises.
(c)
Hearing.
(1)
The Board shall conduct a public hearing on the complaint not less than ten days after the Board has mailed a
copy of the notice and complaint to the property owner. At the hearing the Board shall receive evidence
pertaining to the unlawful activity at the premises. The Board may also consider evidence of the general
reputation of the place or the premises, but such evidence in and of itself shall not be sufficient to establish the
existence of the nuisance.
(2)
At the hearing, the owner shall have an opportunity to demonstrate that the notice was issued on insufficient
grounds, or that a nuisance does not exist and therefore no adverse action should be taken.
(3)
The lack of knowledge of, acquiescence or participation in, or responsibility for a public or neighborhood
nuisance on the part of any person who may be the owner, lessor, lessee, mortgagor, mortgagee, or other
interested person and all those persons in possession of or having charge of as agent or otherwise, or having any
interest in the property, real or personal, used in conducting or maintaining the public or neighborhood nuisance,
is not sufficient grounds to dismiss the hearing.
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(4)
Any State, County, or municipal law enforcement agency, fire department, or any other County or municipal
agency or department authorized to issue citations or corrective orders must show, by a preponderance of the
evidence, that a public or neighborhood nuisance does exist at the premises, and that the property owner, lessee,
resident, or agent has failed or refused to cooperate with attempts to abate the nuisance.
(5)
The Board shall stay their proceedings against a landlord if the tenant's actions are the basis for the complaint
and the landlord provides evidence that they have filed a complaint in the District Court to repossess the leased
premises.
(d)
Order.
(1)
After notice and an opportunity for a hearing, if five of the seven Board members concur, the Board is
authorized:
(A)
To order the discontinuance of the public or neighborhood nuisance in the premises where the public or
neighborhood nuisance exists; and
(B)
To order the closing of the premises to the extent necessary to abate the nuisance, and keep it closed for a period
not to exceed one (1) year.
(C)
To request, for a residential property, the appropriate County department or agency, to exercise authority under
Subtitle 13 of the County Code, including but not limited to suspension or revocation of a rental license or
creation of a tax lien.
(2)
An order of the Board issued pursuant to this Division shall be posted on the premises and notice thereof shall be
given to those persons and in the manner set forth in Subsection (b). On and after the tenth business day
following the posting, the order may be enforced. The Board may vacate the provisions of the order to close if
an interested person posts a bond for the period of the ordered closing in an amount not to exceed the assessed
value of the premises as shown in the tax assessment records, prorated for the proportional assessment of units
closed if less than all units therein are closed, but not to exceed One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) in any case,
and submits reasonably adequate proof to the Board that the nuisance has been abated and will not be
maintained or permitted in any unit of the premises during the period of the ordered closing.
(3)
A closing directed by the Board pursuant to this Division is not an act of possession, ownership, or control by
Prince George's County.
(4)
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The Board shall produce a written decision detailing the Board's final order or action no later than fifteen (15)
days after the conclusion of the hearing.
(CB-63-1993; CB-79-1994; CB-26-2013; CB-59-2013; CB-77-2013; CB-27-2014; CB-82-2014; CB-63-2017;
CB-94-2018)
Sec. 14-174. - Violation or destruction of order, other enforcement.
(a)
Any person who destroys, removes, or defaces an order posted by the Board is guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or both.
(b)
Any person who intentionally disobeys any proper order issued by the Board or who uses or occupies or permits
any other person to use or occupy any premises ordered closed is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of $1,000.00 or imprisonment for not more than 180 days, or both.
(c)
Each day a violation of Subsection (b) continues is a separate offense.
(d)
In addition to any other civil or criminal remedy or enforcement procedure, this Division may be enforced by
issuance of a civil citation pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3 of the County Code.
(e)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of this Division shall be Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for a
first violation and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for a second and any subsequent violation.
(f)
The Police Department shall be authorized to issue a criminal citation in lieu of the issuance of a civil citation
pursuant to Subtitle 28, Division 3 of this Code.
(CB-63-1993; CB-77-2013; CB-82-2014)
Sec. 14-175. - Appeal.
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Board with respect to the issuance of an order may appeal to the Circuit
Court for Prince George's County, Maryland, pursuant to the Maryland Rules governing the appeal of the
decision of an administrative agency.
(CB-63-1993)
DIVISION 15. - RESIDENTIAL PICKETING.
Sec. 14-176. - Unlawful acts.
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in picketing before or about the residence or dwelling of any
individual in Prince George's County. This prohibition shall apply only when picketing occurs, with or without
the carrying of signs or other forms of speech, and is directed toward or takes place solely in front of a particular
residence, utilizing a public street, sidewalk, right-of-way, or other public area.
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(CB-128-1994)
Sec. 14-177. - Penalty.
Any person who violates any provision of this Division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both.
(CB-128-1994)
DIVISION 16. - HIGH RISK SEXUAL CONDUCT.
Sec. 14-178. - Definitions.
(a)
High risk sexual conduct means:
(1)
Fellatio;
(2)
Anal intercourse;
(3)
Vaginal intercourse.
(b)
Hazardous site means any commercial premises, building or structure, or any part thereof, which is a site of high
risk sexual conduct.
(c)
Booths, stalls, or partitioned portions of a room or individual rooms means:
(1)
Enclosures specifically offered to persons for a fee or as a place to perform high risk sexual conduct; or
(2)
Enclosures which are part of a business operated on the premises which offers movies or other entertainment to
be viewed within the enclosure, including enclosures wherein movies or other entertainment is dispensed for a
fee. Booths, stalls, or partitioned portions of a room or individual rooms does not mean enclosures which are
private offices used by the owners, managers, or persons employed on the premises for attending to the tasks of
their employment, and which are not held out to the public for hire or for a fee or for the purpose of viewing
movies or other entertainment for a fee, and are not open to any persons other than employees.
(d)
Doors, curtains, or portal partitions means full, complete, nontransparent closure devices through which one
cannot see or view activity taking place within the enclosure.
(e)
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Open to an adjacent public room so that the area inside is visible to persons in the adjacent public room means
either the absence of any door, curtain, or portal partition or a door or other device which is made of clear,
transparent material meeting building code and safety standards, which permits the activity inside the enclosure
to be viewed or seen by persons outside the enclosure.
(CB-99-1995)
Sec. 14-179. - Building standards.
(a)
No commercial building, structure, premises, or part thereof, or facilities therein, shall be so constructed, used,
designed or operated for the purpose of engaging in, or permitting persons to engage in, sexual activities which
include high-risk sexual conduct.
(b)
No person shall own, operate, manage, rent, lease, or exercise control of any commercial building, structure,
premises, or part thereof, which contains:
(1)
Partitions between subdivisions of a room, portion or part of a building, structure, or premises having an
aperture which is designed or constructed to facilitate sexual activity between persons on either side of the
partition.
(2)
Booths, stalls, or partitioned portions of a room, or individual rooms, used for the viewing of motion pictures or
other forms of entertainment, having doors, curtains, or portal partitions, unless such booths, stalls, partitioned
portions of a room, or individual rooms so used shall have at least one side open to an adjacent public room so
that the area inside is visible to persons in the adjacent public room. Such areas shall be lighted in a manner that
the persons in the area used for viewing motion pictures or other forms of entertainment are visible from the
adjacent public rooms, but such lighting shall not be of such intensity as to prevent the viewing of the motion
pictures or other offered entertainment.
(c)
The standards as set forth in this Section shall not apply to buildings, structures, or premises which are lawfully
operating as hotels, motels, rooming houses, or dwellings.
(CB-99-1995)
Sec. 14-180. - Inspections; enforcement.
(a)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or his designee, shall have full
power and authority to inspect or cause to be inspected, and to issue violation notices regarding a violation of
this Division by any commercial building, structure, or premises, or any part thereof, which may be a site of high
risk sexual conduct. If the Director determines that a hazardous site exists, he shall declare it to be a public
nuisance and shall then:
(1)
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Notify the management, owner, or tenant of the premises that the Director has reasonable belief that the
building, structure, premises, or part thereof, is a hazardous site.
(2)
Issue warnings to the management, owner, or tenant of the premises stating the reasons for the Director's belief
that the building, structure, or premises, or part thereof, is a hazardous site.
(b)
Once such notice and warnings have been issued, the Director shall proceed as follows:
(1)
After the management, owner, or tenant has been notified in writing as to the basis of the Director's
determination, the management, owner, or tenant shall have ten (10) days to request a hearing before a Hearing
Officer designated by the Director for a determination as to the existence of such hazardous site. If the
management, owner, or tenant does not request a hearing within ten (10) days of the notice, the Director shall
then cause the building, structure, or premises to be posted with a warning advising the public that the premises
have been declared a hazardous site. The Director shall cause orders to be issued to the management, owner, or
tenant to take corrective measures to prevent high risk sexual conduct from taking place within the premises.
(2)
If the management, owner, or tenant requests a hearing in writing, the hearing shall be held before the Hearing
Officer no more than thirty (30) days after the request. After considering all evidence, the Hearing Officer shall
make a recommendation to the Director as to whether the building, structure, premises, or parts thereof,
constitute a hazardous site. The Director shall then issue a decision. If the Director determines that the building,
structure, premises, or parts thereof, constitute a hazardous site, the Director shall then issue an order and cause
the building, structure, or premises to be posted with a warning advising the public that the building, structure,
or premises has been declared a hazardous site.
(d)
If, within thirty (30) days from the issuance of the orders to the management, owner, or tenant of the hazardous
site, the Director determines that such corrective measures have not been undertaken, then the Director may
order the abatement of the hazardous site as a public nuisance, which shall be enforced by mandatory or
prohibitory injunction in a court of competent jurisdiction; or may secure a court order for the closure of the
premises constituting the "hazardous site" until the premises, building, or structure is in compliance with the
standards set forth in this Division.
(CB-99-1995; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 14-181. - Penalty.
(a)
Any person who owns, operates, manages, rents, leases, or exercises control of any commercial building,
structure, premises, or portion thereof, which is in violation of this Division shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
or imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprisonment. Each day such violation is
committed shall constitute a separate violation.
(b)
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Any person who removes, destroys, or defaces warnings posted on premises shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for
a first offense and Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each subsequent offense or imprisonment not exceeding
ten days, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(CB-99-1995)
Sec. 14-182. through 14-184. - Reserved.
DIVISION 17. - FRAUD.
Sec. 14-185. - Unauthorized use of personal identifying information.
(a)
In this Section, "personal identifying information" means any name or number that may be used, alone or in
conjunction with any other information, to assume the identity of an individual, including the individual's name,
date of birth, address, telephone number, social security account number, driver's license number, place of
employment, employee identification number, mother's maiden name, bank or other financial institution account
number, personal identification number or password, or credit card number of an individual.
(b)
A person shall not knowingly, willfully, and with fraudulent intent obtain or aid another person in obtaining
personal identifying information of an individual, without the consent of that individual, for the purpose of using
the personal identifying information to obtain or attempt to obtain any benefit, credit, goods, services,
identification card or evidence of such person's identity, or other item of value in the name of that individual, or
for any other unlawful purpose.
(c)
A person shall not knowingly, willfully, and with fraudulent intent obtain or aid another person in obtaining
personal identifying information of an individual, without the consent of that individual, for the purpose of using
the personal identifying information to pose as that person in order to obtain or attempt to obtain any benefit,
credit, goods, services, identification card or evidence of such person's identity, or other item of value in the
name of that individual, or for any other unlawful purpose.
(d)
A person shall not knowingly and willfully assume the identity of another person:
(1)
With the fraudulent intent to obtain any benefit, credit, goods, services, or other item of value;
(2)
With the fraudulent intent to avoid the payment of a debt or other legal obligation;
(3)
To avoid prosecution for a crime; or
(4)
For any other unlawful purpose.
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(e)
A person shall not knowingly and willfully provide false personal identifying information to a law enforcement
officer or law enforcement official following an arrest.
(CB-58-1999)
Sec. 14-186. - Same; Penalty.
A person who violates this Division is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is subject to a fine not
exceeding $1,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both.
(CB-58-1999)
Sec. 14-187. - Same; Assistance to victim.
(a)
In any case in which a person uses the personal identifying information of another person to commit a crime and
is charged with that crime, the records of the Police Department shall reflect that the person whose identity was
falsely used in connection with the commission of the crime did not commit the crime and such information
shall be submitted to the court in which the crime is prosecuted.
(b)
In any case in which a person uses the personal identifying information of another person to commit a crime the
Police Department shall treat the person whose identity was falsely used as a victim and a person in interest and
shall provide copies of public records relating to the investigation to the victim without charge. To the extent
possible, each County agency shall assist the person to correct mistaken or incorrect personal identifying
information the agency receives, retains, or transmits.
(CB-58-1999)
DIVISION 18. - GUN OFFENDER REGISTRATION.
Sec. 14-188. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall mean:
(1)
Convicted means:
(A)
having been found guilty of a gun offense by a jury or judicial officer;
(B)
the acceptance of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere for a gun offense;
(C)
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having been granted a probation before judgment after a finding of guilt for a gun offense, if the court orders
compliance with this Subtitle as a condition of probation; or
(D)
having been found not criminally responsible for a gun offense.
(2)
Correctional facility means a facility that is operated for the purpose of detaining or confining adults who are
charged with or found guilty of a crime.
(3)
Gun offender means any person who is convicted of a gun offense in the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County or the District Court of Maryland for Prince George's County. Gun offender shall not include a person
whose conviction for a gun offense has been reversed on appeal or otherwise set aside pursuant to law or who
has been pardoned by the Governor.
(4)
Gun offense means:
(A)
a violation of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Criminal Law Article, Sections 3-204 (Reckless endangerment discharge of a firearm), 4-104 (Child's access to firearms), 4-203 (Wearing, carrying, or transporting handgun),
4-204 (Use of handgun or antique firearm in commission of crime), 4-303 (Assault pistols - Prohibited), 4-404
(Use of machine gun in crime of violence), 4-405 (Use of machine gun for aggressive purpose), 5-621 (Crimes
involving controlled dangerous substances and paraphernalia - Use of weapon as separate crime), or 5-622
(Firearm crimes);
(B)
a violation of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Public Safety Article, Sections 5-133(b) (Possession of
regulated firearm prohibited), 5-133(c) (Restrictions on possession of regulated firearms - Penalty for possession
by person convicted of crime of violence), 5-133(d) (Possession by person under age of 21 years prohibited), 5138 (Sale, transfer, or disposal of stolen regulated firearm prohibited), 5-140 (Transporting regulated firearm for
unlawful sale or trafficking), 5-142 (Removal or alteration of identification mark or number on firearm), 5-143
(Knowing participation in violation of subtitle), 5-203 (Possession of short-barreled rifle or short-barreled
shotgun), 5-205 (Possession by person with mental disorder), or 5-406 (Manufacture or sale of handguns); or
(C)
a violation of Section 14-142 (Discharge of Firearms) of this Subtitle.
(5)
Chief of Police means the Chief of Police for the Prince George's County Police Department or his designee.
(CB-14-2012)
Sec. 14-189. - Registration.
(a)
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A gun offender shall register with the Chief of Police within 48 hours of:
(1)
the date that the sentence is imposed, if the gun offender receives a sentence that does not include imprisonment;
(2)
the date of the gun offender's release from a correctional facility, if the gun offender receives a sentence that
includes imprisonment;
(3)
the date that the probation before judgment is granted, if the gun offender is granted probation before judgment;
(4)
the date of the gun offender's release, if the gun offender is found not criminally responsible and is released; or
(5)
the date of the gun offender's discharge or conditional release from commitment to the Maryland Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene, if the gun offender is found not criminally responsible and committed.
(b)
The gun offender shall register by personally appearing at an office designated by the Chief of Police to sign and
date a statement under oath, verified by whatever documentation may be required by the Chief of Police, which
provides the following information:
(1)
the gun offender's name;
(2)
a description of the crime for which the gun offender was convicted;
(3)
the date that the gun offender was convicted;
(4)
any other name by which the gun offender has been legally known;
(5)
a list of all aliases that the gun offender has used;
(6)
identifying factors of the gun offender, including a physical description;
(7)
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the gun offender's residence or all known addresses where the gun offender resides to include telephone numbers
and email addresses; and
(8)
the gun offender's place of employment.
(c)
During the period in which a gun offender is required to register under this Section, the gun offender shall
comply with the following:
(1)
within twenty (20) calendar days after each six (6) month anniversary of a gun offender's initial registration, the
gun offender shall personally appear at the office designated by the Chief of Police to verify and update, as
appropriate, the contents of the registration. If the gun offender is confined to any correctional facility, hospital,
or institution throughout the twenty (20) day period, the gun offender shall personally appear at an office
designated by the Chief of Police, within 48 hours of release, to verify and update, as appropriate, the contents of
the registration.
(2)
within ten (10) calendar days after establishing or changing a residence or employment, a gun offender shall
personally appear at an office designated by the Chief of Police or subject to arrangements designated in the
rules and regulations to update the contents of the registration.
(3)
The Chief of Police shall photograph the gun offender and require the gun offender to provide such
documentation as the Chief considers acceptable to verify the information provided in Subsection (b).
(d)
Notwithstanding termination of parole or probation, the gun offender shall verify the contents of the registration
form for a period of three (3) years from the date of the gun offender's initial registration. Notwithstanding
termination of parole or probation, if the gun offender violated Section 4-204 (Use of handgun or antique firearm
in commission of crime) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Criminal Law Article, the gun offender shall
verify the contents of the registration form for a period of five (5) years from the date of the gun offender's initial
registration.
(e)
The Chief of Police may make the information collected under this Section available to any federal, state, or
local law enforcement agency.
(f)
The Chief of Police shall promulgate rules and regulations, subject to County Council approval by resolution,
which shall govern the implementation and administration of this Section.
(CB-14-2012)
Editor's note— CR-48-2012 approved rules and regulations promulgated by the Chief of Police governing the
implementation and administration of the gun offender registration program.
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Sec. 14-190. - Penalties.
Any person who violates any provision of this Division or of the rules and regulations established pursuant to
this Division, including knowingly failing to register, verify, update information in the manner and within the
time periods provided for in this Division, or providing false information in the registration form or verification,
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not exceeding twelve (12) months, or both such fine and
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues is a separate offense.
(CB-14-2012)
DIVISION 19. - HUMAN SEX TRAFFICKING AND HUMAN LABOR TRAFFICKING.
Sec. 14-191. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Coercion shall mean:
(A)
Using or threatening to use physical force against an individual;
(B)
Restraining, abducting, isolating, or confining an individual against the individual's will and without lawful
authority;
(C)
Threatening to restrain, abduct, isolate, or confine an individual against the individual's will and without lawful
authority;
(D)
Controlling or directing the activity of an individual through debt bondage;
(E)
Destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, withholding, or possessing an actual or purported passport,
immigration document, or governmental identification document of an individual;
(F)
Causing or threatening to cause psychological harm to an individual;
(G)
Controlling or threatening to control an individual's access to a controlled dangerous substance;
(H)
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Exposing or disseminating or threatening to expose or disseminate any fact or information that would tend to
subject an individual to criminal or immigration proceedings;
(I)
Threatening to notify an agency or unit of the State or Federal Government that an individual is present in the
United States in violation of Federal Immigration Law;
(J)
Exploiting an individual's physical impairment, developmental disability, intellectual disability, or mental
disorder; or
(K)
Using a plan, pattern, or scheme with intent to:
(i)
Cause an individual to believe that failure to perform an act will result in the use of force, restraint, abduction,
isolation, or confinement;
(ii)
Cause psychological harm to a person; or
(iii)
Engage in any activity described in subsection (A) through (K) of this subsection.
(2)
Controlled Dangerous Substance shall mean the definition in Section 14-164(a) of the County Code.
(3)
Debt Bondage shall mean the status or condition of an individual who provides labor, services, or sex acts to pay
a real or alleged debt, where:
(A)
The value of the labor, services, or sex act is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt;
(B)
The nature of the labor, services, or sex act is not limited or defined; or
(C)
The amount of the debt does not reasonably reflect the value of items, services, or other things of value for
which the debt was incurred.
(4)
Developmental Disability shall mean a severe chronic disability of an individual that:
(A)
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Is attributable to a physical or mental impairment, other than the sole diagnosis of mental illness, or to a
combination of mental and physical impairments;
(B)
Is manifested before the individual attains the age of 22;
(C)
Is likely to continue indefinitely;
(D)
Results in an inability to live independently without external support or continuing and regular assistance; and
(E)
Reflects the need for a combination and sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic care, treatment, or
other services that are individually planned and coordinated for the individual.
(5)
Human Sex Trafficking shall mean:
(A)
knowingly:
(i)
Taking or causing another to be taken to any place for prostitution;
(ii)
Placing, causing to be placed, or harboring another in any place for prostitution;
(iii)
Persuading, inducing, enticing, or encouraging another to be taken to or placed in any place for prostitution;
(iv)
Receiving consideration to procure for or place in a house of prostitution or elsewhere another with the intent of
causing the other to engage in prostitution or assignation;
(v)
Engaging in a device, scheme, or continuing course of conduct intended to cause another to believe that if the
other did not take part in a sexually explicit performance, the other or a third person would suffer physical
restraint or serious physical harm; or
(vi)
Destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, or possessing an actual or purported passport, immigration
document, or government identification document of another while otherwise violating or attempting to violate
this subsection.
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(B)
A parent, guardian, or person who has permanent or temporary care or custody or responsibility for supervision
of another consenting to the taking or detention of the other for exchange of commercial sex of a minor for
money.
(C)
knowingly taking or detaining another with the intent to use force, threat, coercion, or fraud to compel the other
to marry the person or a third person or perform a sexual act, sexual contact, or vaginal or rectal intercourse.
(6)
Intellectual Disability shall mean a developmental disability that is evidenced by significant below average
intellectual functioning and impairment in the adaptive behavior of an individual.
(7)
Human Labor Trafficking shall mean:
(A)
knowingly:
(i)
Taking, placing, harboring, persuading, inducing, or enticing another by force, fraud, or coercion to provide
services or labor; or
(ii)
Receiving a benefit or thing of value from the provision of services or labor by another that was induced by
force, fraud, or coercion.
(8)
Mental Disorder shall mean a behavioral or emotional illness that results from a psychiatric disorder. It includes
a mental illness that so substantially impairs the mental or emotional functioning of an individual as to make
care or treatment necessary or advisable for the welfare of the individual or for the safety of the person or
property of another. It does not include an intellectual disability.
(CB-16-2019)
Sec. 14-192. - Prohibited Conduct.
(a)
A person shall not engage in human sex trafficking.
(b)
A person shall not engage in human labor trafficking.
(CB-16-2019)
Sec. 14-193. - Penalties.
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(a)
A person who violates Section 14-192 is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to imprisonment
not exceeding 6 months and a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).
(b)
A person who knowingly benefits financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture
that includes an act described in subsection (a) of this section is subject to the same penalties that would apply if
the person had violated that subsection.
(c)
A person who knowingly aids, abets, or conspires with one or more other persons to violate subsection (a) or (b)
of this section is subject to the same penalties that apply for a violation of that subsection.
(d)
It is not a defense to a prosecution under this section that the person did not know the age of the victim.
(CB-16-2019)
Sec. 14-194. - Assessment of Victim Protection Needs.
The Office of Human Rights, through the Prince George's County Human Trafficking Task Force, shall no later
than one year from the effective date of this statute create, distribute, and analyze the data resulting from a
universal survey that produces a report outlining how existing entities capture the number of trafficking
complaints, suspected trafficking cases, and how existing laws and regulations address the needs of trafficking
victims. This report should suggest improvement and modification. The report should also outline how existing
programs respond or fail to respond to the needs of trafficking victims and the interplay of such existing
programs with county-funded service programs. The final report shall be delivered to the County Council and
County Executive no later than March 15, 2021.
(CB-16-2019; CB-12-2021)
SUBTITLE 15. - MUNICIPALITIES.
Sec. 15-101. - Reserved.
Editor's note— Sections 15-101 through 15-118 of this Subtitle were repealed by CB-74-1995.
SUBTITLE 15A. - CONSOLIDATED HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN.
Sec. 15A-101. - Legislative findings and declaration of policy and purpose.
(a)
It is the policy of Prince George's County, in the exercise of its regulatory powers for the protection of the public
safety, public health and general welfare, to assure equal opportunity to all persons to live in safe and decent
housing facilities and to eliminate discrimination in all housing accommodations regardless of race, color,
religion, disability, familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, sex, source of income,
citizenship or immigration status, or national origin, and to that end to prohibit discrimination in all housing
accommodations by any person. Section 201 of the Charter ensures that no person shall be deprived of life,
liberty, or property without due process of law, nor be denied the equal protection of laws in such a way that
such person(s) is adversely affected in the areas of housing and residential real estate, employment, law
enforcement, education, financial lending, public accommodations, or commercial real estate.
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(b)
The Prince George's County Council finds that areas of the County are in varying stages of physical and/or
economic decline; that a number of persons of low and moderate financial means reside in these areas; and that
the welfare of the County and the well-being of its citizens depend on the alleviation of these conditions and the
establishment and maintenance of viable urban and rural communities through a coordinated and systematic
County-wide program utilizing Federal, State, and local resources. In recognition of these conditions, the County
Council hereby declares its intent to establish a coordinated and systematic County-wide housing and
community development plan and program incorporating innovative approaches designed to revitalize
deteriorating communities, and provide decent housing, a suitable living environment, expanded economic
opportunities, and public services, principally to persons of low and moderate income.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997; CB-38-2019)
Editor's note— CR-49-1997 designated 16 revitalization areas as "designated neighborhoods" for participation
in the Neighborhood Business Development Program.
CR-47-2000 provided that the Walker Mill revitalization area, located in census tract number 8024.04 be
designated as a "designated neighborhood" for participation in the Neighborhood Business Development
Program.
CR-78-2007 expanded the existing designated neighborhoods of Oxon Hill and Glassmanor.
Sec. 15A-102. - Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan — administration and management.
As an urban county authorized under State Law to undertake essential community and housing assistance
activities, it has been determined by the federal government that Prince George's County is eligible to receive
grants, or entitlement amounts, as provided by Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974,
as amended, the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, and the Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act of 1988, to undertake a program of activities to meet community development and
housing needs and priorities principally for low and moderate income persons, for the prevention or elimination
of slums and blight, for the prevention of homelessness, or to address the needs of special populations such as
the elderly and persons with developmental disabilities. The County Executive shall develop a policy-planningmanagement capacity within the Executive Branch of County government in order to effectively plan,
implement, and evaluate the County's housing and community development initiatives and in order to exercise
the County's standing as an urban county to apply for and receive grants or entitlement amounts.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997)
Sec. 15A-103. - Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan, Annual Action Plan and
Section 3 Action Plan.
(a)
Pursuant to applicable Federal regulations the County Executive shall prepare on behalf of Prince George's
County and submit to the County Council for approval:
(1)
A Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan, commencing in July 1995 and each fifth
year thereafter; and
(2)
An annual Action Plan and Statement of Community Development Objectives and Projected Use of Funds,
which shall constitute the County's Housing and Community Development Program and activities to address the
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needs of the homeless, and applications for securing federal funds under the terms of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act of
1990, and the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act of 1988.
(3)
A Section 3 Action Plan, to implement Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 as
amended, (12 U.S.C. 1701u and implementing regulations at 24 CFR 135), which shall establish the strategies
and goals to be followed to ensure that the objectives of Section 3 are met in the use of applicable federal funds
in the County, including the objectives of promoting local economic development, neighborhood economic
development, local hiring and employment, local procurement opportunities and individual self-sufficiency. The
purpose of Section 3 is to ensure that employment and other economic opportunities generated by certain HUD
financial assistance shall, to the greatest extent feasible , and consistent with existing Federal, State and local
laws and regulations, be directed to very low, low and moderate income persons living in Prince George's
County, particularly those who are (1) recipient of government assistance for housing, and (2) to business
concerns which provide economic opportunities to very low and low income persons. The mission of Section 3
is to utilize existing federal programs to maximize economic for very low, low and moderate income persons. A
Section 3 Action Plan when properly crafted at the grantee level can help address unemployment,
underemployment, and economic poverty. Section 3 as national policy addresses issues such as housing
affordability, employment status, and individual earnings. Section 3 requirements apply to HUD grantees and
applies to all contractors and subcontractors performing work in connection with projects and activities funded
by federal community development assistance covered by Section 3. The enactment of a Section 3 Action Plan
is not a requirement of Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, but is a tool to assist
jurisdictions in facilitating its implementation.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997; CB-112-2012)
Sec. 15A-104. - Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan — content.
(a)
The Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan shall include, but is not limited to, the
following:
(1)
A comprehensive assessment of housing and community development needs within appropriate subareas of the
County (such as neighborhoods, census tracts, or other convenient statistical areas), including consideration of
such factors as the distribution of residents with limited incomes (as defined by Federal regulations), overcrowded housing conditions, and substandard housing units, as well as areas of racial and ethnic concentration;
and
(2)
A comprehensive strategy for meeting the neighborhood revitalization, housing, and economic development
needs including:
(A)
A housing and homeless needs assessment that addresses the needs of households that are of low and moderate
income, and homeless households and individuals with special needs;
(B)
A housing market analysis that describes the number and type of housing units available to persons of limited
income, as well as the homeless and special needs populations;
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(C)
Strategic plans for adequate housing, homeless households, persons with special needs, persons living in public
housing;
(D)
Strategic plans for community development including criteria for establishing priority needs and rationale for
selecting priority projects in the areas of public facilities improvements, economic development, and public
service activities; and
(E)
The priorities for the use of federal entitlement funds under such programs as Community Development Block
Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships, Emergency Shelter Grant and Housing for Persons with Aids,
Neighborhood Stabilization Grant Program, and HUD Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program.
(3)
An identification, by name and geographical boundaries, of the areas recommended for concentrated
improvement efforts, together with statements of justification for each of the areas recommended for
improvement;
(4)
Legible maps that shall show such information as:
(A)
The distribution of low and moderate income households;
(B)
Extent and location of households experiencing housing cost burdens;
(C)
The location of all federal community development assistance projects and other federally-funded projects
which show a coordinated use of federal funds;
(D)
Geographic targeting of federal funds in neighborhood strategy areas.
(b)
Beginning in 2015 the Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan shall include a
Section 3 Action Plan that addresses policies and procedures for all HUD covered activities such as: (1)
programs that may include multiple contracts, contacts with parts of HUD funding of public or residential
construction projects; (2) services and professional services activities generated by construction, such as roads,
sewers, sidewalks, community centers, etc; and (3) all public housing authority covered activities such as
maintenance, development, modernization, and operations.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997; CB-112-2012)
Sec. 15A-105. - Annual Housing and Community Development Action Plan — content.
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(a)
The annual Housing and Community Development Action Plan shall be generally consistent with the Strategic
Plans contained in the Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan and the Annual
Statement of Community Development Objectives and shall include:
(1)
A detailed description of recommended housing and community development activities proposed for
implementation during the succeeding program year;
(2)
The estimated cost of each project proposed in the subject program year, and the total cost to bring the project to
completion if it is a multiyear project, together with an identification of the sources of such funds;
(3)
The geographical boundaries, locations, and targeting where applicable;
(4)
Identification of the agency or combination of agencies responsible for administering and/or implementing the
recommended activities;
(5)
Identification of priority housing activities and federal resources to address the needs of low and moderate
income households, as well as special needs populations;
(6)
Identification of priority activities in areas that address underserved housing needs which include, but are not
limited to: maintaining adequate housing; removing barriers to adequate housing; evaluating and reducing leadbased paint hazards; reducing the number of poverty level families; developing institutional structures;
enhancing coordination between public and private housing, and social services agencies; and fostering public
housing improvements and resident initiatives; and
(7)
Submission of a combined application for use of federal entitlement funds for programs such as Community
Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnerships, and Emergency Shelter Grant, Neighborhood
Stabilization Grant Program, and HUD Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997; CB-112-2012)
Sec. 15A-106. - Review and approval of the Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community Development
Plan and Annual Action Plan.
(a)
The County Executive shall forward each proposed Five-Year Consolidated Housing and Community
Development Objectives Plan, the Section 3 Action Plan, and each Annual Action Plan and Statement of
Community Development Objectives to the County Council on or before March 15. Upon receipt, the County
Council shall cause to be published, in the county newspapers of record, notice of one or more public hearings to
be held on the proposed Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan and each Annual Action and
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Section 3 Action Plan. After the public hearing(s), the County Council may amend any part of the Consolidated
Housing and Community Development Plan or Annual Action Plan and the Section 3 Action Plan and shall act
by resolution on each Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan, each Annual Action Plan and
the Section 3 Action Plan not later than sixty (60) calendar days after receipt thereof. Following approval, the
County Council shall forward each approved Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan and
each approved Annual Action Plan and the Section 3 Action Plan to the County Executive who shall furnish
copies thereof to all agencies of government having responsibility for administering and/or implementing
activities identified therein. In submitting the annual expense budget, capital budget, and capital program to the
County Council for the succeeding fiscal year following the date of approval of each Annual Action Plan, the
County Executive shall state to what extent said documents implement each approved annual plan and shall
identify related budgetary and capital program items.
(b)
Upon approval of each five-year plan, each Annual Action Plan and the Section 3 Action Plan, the County
Executive shall transmit them to the designated federal and state agencies for review and approval together with
other necessary documentation and certifications.
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997; CB-112-2012)
Sec. 15A-107. - Citizen participation plan.
The County Executive shall develop a citizen participation plan which shall be submitted to the County Council
for review and approval, by resolution, in conjunction with the initial five-year Consolidated Housing and
Community Development Plan and whenever revisions are deemed necessary thereafter. The citizen
participation plan shall provide for citizen involvement in the various stages of housing and community
development activities (i.e., development of priorities and overall strategies, proposed activities to be funded,
access to information, assessment of performance, and program amendments).
(CB-101-1981; CB-46-1997)
Sec. 15A-108. - Procedures for review and comment on federally assisted housing applications against County
Housing Assistance Plan.
(a)
In any case where the Secretary of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development refers an
application or proposal regarding federally-assisted housing to the County Executive under the terms of Section
213 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383), the County Executive shall,
within five (5) calendar days after receipt thereof, refer such proposal or application to the County Council.
(b)
Upon receipt of any such application or proposal from the County Executive, the County Council shall, after
conducting an advertised public hearing thereon, notify, in writing, the Secretary of the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development respecting the Council's findings as to whether any such
application or proposal is or is not consistent with the County's approved housing assistance plan, said plan
being part of the County's total Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan. The County Council
shall notify said Secretary with respect to its findings regarding any such application or proposal no later than
thirty (30) calendar days after the date the County Executive receives any such application or proposal from said
Secretary. In reviewing any such application or proposal, the County Council shall, in addition to such other
relevant official testimony received thereon, take into consideration any official, written comments and
recommendations thereon forwarded by the County Executive during any thirty (30) day period of review.
(CB-174-1974; CB-46-1997)
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SUBTITLE 15B. - REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.
DIVISION 1. - AUTHORIZATION.
Sec. 15B-101. - Purpose.
(a)
It is hereby declared that:
(1)
There exist within Prince George's County a number of areas in need of residential, commercial, or industrial
development or redevelopment in furtherance of the public interest;
(2)
Such areas include both areas that are considered slum or blighted areas and areas that are not subject to such
deteriorated or deteriorating conditions, but which are in need of development or redevelopment for the public
benefit;
(3)
In order to revitalize these areas of the County, it is necessary that the County be authorized to acquire, by any
legal means, including by exercise of the power of eminent domain, land or property for residential, commercial,
or industrial development or redevelopment, to develop or redevelop land or property for residential,
commercial, or industrial purposes, and to dispose of land or property for residential, commercial, or industrial
development or redevelopment under certain circumstances;
(4)
In order to revitalize these areas of the County, it also is necessary that the County have the power to establish a
separate authority whose purpose will be to facilitate land or property acquisition, development or
redevelopment, and disposition for residential, commercial, and industrial purposes in furtherance of the public
interest;
(5)
In order to accomplish the purposes of this Subtitle, it is necessary to authorize the County to delegate to such
separate authority the authority to acquire, by any legal means, including by exercise of the power of eminent
domain, land or property for residential, commercial, or industrial development or redevelopment, to develop or
redevelop land or property for residential, commercial, or industrial purposes, and to dispose of land or property
for residential, commercial, or industrial development or redevelopment under certain circumstances;
(6)
The revitalization of areas within Prince George's County in need of residential, commercial, or industrial
development or redevelopment is an essential governmental function, and is a public use which will confer a
public benefit on the citizens of the County by relieving conditions of unemployment, encouraging the increase
of industry and commerce and a balanced economy, assisting in the retention of existing industry and commerce
and in the attraction of new industry and commerce, promoting economic development and growth, and
generally promoting the health, welfare, and safety of the residents of the County;
(7)
The exercise by the County or the authority which the County is authorized to establish of the power of eminent
domain in accordance with this Subtitle in order to provide an impetus which private enterprise cannot provide is
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hereby declared to be for a public use;
(8)
The powers granted pursuant to this Subtitle shall be regarded as supplemental and additional to powers
conferred by other laws, and may not be regarded as in derogation of any powers now existing;
(9)
This Subtitle is necessary for the revitalization of Prince George's County and the public interest of its citizens
and shall be liberally construed to effect its purposes; and
(10)
The necessity in the public interest for the provisions hereinafter enacted is hereby declared as a matter of
legislative determination.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-102. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Subtitle, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Bond or bonds means revenue bonds or notes, including, without limitation, bond anticipation notes and notes in
the nature of commercial paper, or other instruments, certificates, or evidences of obligation issued and sold or
offered for sale by the Redevelopment Authority, including refunding obligations.
(2)
Cost means the cost of or expense associated with:
(A)
All land, property, rights, easements, franchises, and licenses or interests therein deemed necessary for any
undertaking authorized by this Subtitle;
(B)
All labor, materials, machinery, furnishings, and equipment;
(C)
Financing charges;
(D)
Establishment of reserves;
(E)
Interest prior to and during construction and for a reasonable period after completion of construction;
(F)
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Engineering, architectural, and legal services;
(G)
Plans, specifications, surveys, estimates of costs and of revenues, and other expenses necessary or incident to
determining the feasibility or practicality of any land or property acquisition or any development or
redevelopment project;
(H)
Administrative expenses;
(I)
Letters or lines of credit, municipal bond insurance, or any other form of financial guaranty or surety;
(J)
Working capital; and
(K)
Other expenses as may be necessary or incident to the acquisition of land or property, or the development or
redevelopment, including, but not limited to, the comprehensive renovation or rehabilitation of land or property
in accordance with this Subtitle.
(3)
County means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(4)
Local law means a legislative act of the County.
(5)
Redevelopment Authority means the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County authorized to be
established pursuant to this Subtitle.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-103. - County authorization.
(a)
In addition to powers granted under Article 25A, Section 5, of the Annotated Code of Maryland and any
additional powers conferred by other laws, the County is authorized, as specified by local law:
(1)
To acquire, within the boundary lines of the County, land and property of every kind, and any right, interest,
franchise, easement, or privilege in the property, by purchase, lease, gift, condemnation, or any other legal
means, for residential, commercial, or industrial development or redevelopment, including, but not limited to,
the comprehensive renovation or rehabilitation thereof;
(2)
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To develop or redevelop, including, but not limited to, the comprehensive renovation or rehabilitation of any
land or property acquired by any of the methods provided in Subsection (a) of this Section; and
(3)
To sell, lease, convey, transfer, or otherwise dispose of any of the land or property, regardless of whether or not it
has been developed, redeveloped, altered, or improved and irrespective of the manner or means in or by which it
may have been acquired, to any private, public, or quasi-public corporation, partnership, association, person, or
other legal entity for residential, commercial, or industrial development or redevelopment, including, but not
limited to, the comprehensive renovation or rehabilitation thereof.
(b)
Land or property taken by the County for any of the purposes set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section or in
connection with the exercise of any of the powers that may be granted to the County under this Section or by any
powers conferred by additional laws by exercising the power of eminent domain, may not be taken without just
compensation, as agreed upon between the parties, or awarded by a jury, being first paid or tendered to the party
entitled to that compensation.
(c)
All land or property needed, or taken by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, by the County for any of
the purposes set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section or in connection with the exercise of any of the powers
that may be granted to the County under this Section is hereby declared to be needed or taken for a public use or
a public benefit.
(d)
Land or property owned by a Federal, State, or local government, or any agency thereof, may not be acquired by
the County by exercise of the power of eminent domain without the prior consent of the Federal, State, or local
government or agency thereof owning the land or property.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Editor's note— CR-37-2007 provides Professional Football Stadium Impact Grants to one or more community
based organizations within the Impact Area.
CR-71-2007 creates the Prince George's County Central Business Area.
Sec. 15B-104. - Redevelopment Authority created.
(a)
The County is authorized, by local law, to create a body corporate and politic and an instrumentality of the
County to be known as the "Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County."
(b)
The Redevelopment Authority shall be created when the County:
(1)
Passes local laws providing and constituting the terms of the charter for the Redevelopment Authority; and
(2)
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Files the charter with:
(A)
The Department of Assessments and Taxation;
(B)
The Department of Legislative Reference; and
(C)
The Secretary of State.
(c)
The County may:
(1)
Amend the Redevelopment Authority's charter through local law if the amendments are filed with the
Department of Assessments and Taxation, the Department of Legislative Reference, and the Secretary of State;
(2)
Change the structure, organization, program, powers, or activity of the Redevelopment Authority unless the
change would impair the Redevelopment Authority's obligations under a contract or agreement the
Redevelopment Authority entered into before the change; and
(3)
Terminate the Redevelopment Authority unless the termination would impair the Redevelopment Authority's
obligations under a contract or agreement the Redevelopment Authority entered into before the termination.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-105. - Membership.
(a)
The number, residency requirements, means of appointment and removal, qualifications, and terms of office of
the members of the Redevelopment Authority shall be as specified by local law.
(b)
The officers, employees, and agents of the Redevelopment Authority shall be appointed and removed as
specified by local law.
(c)
The exercise of all powers, authority, rights, and obligations of the Redevelopment Authority shall be as
specified by local law and by this Subtitle.
(d)
An act of the Redevelopment Authority may not be challenged on the basis of the absence of qualifications of a
member of the Redevelopment Authority if the member:
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(1)
Has been appointed by the appropriate authority designated by local law; and
(2)
Has taken the oath of office.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-106. - Authority.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (e) of this Section, the County is authorized, by local law, to delegate to the
Redevelopment Authority any or all of the powers granted to the County pursuant to Section 15B-103 of this
Subtitle.
(b)
Land or property taken by the Redevelopment Authority pursuant to a delegation of authority from the County
by exercise of the power of eminent domain may not be taken without just compensation, as agreed upon
between the parties, or awarded by a jury, being first paid or tendered to the party entitled to that compensation.
(c)
All land or property needed, or taken by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, by the Redevelopment
Authority pursuant to a delegation of authority from the County is hereby declared to be needed or taken for a
public use or a public benefit.
(d)
Land or property owned by a Federal, State, or local government, or any agency thereof, may not be acquired by
the Redevelopment Authority by exercise of the power of eminent domain without the prior consent of the
Federal, State, or local government or agency thereof owning the land or property.
(e)
Notwithstanding the delegation of the power of eminent domain by the County to the Redevelopment Authority,
a decision of the Redevelopment Authority to take owner-occupied residential real property must have the prior
approval of the County Council after notice to the property owner.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-107. - Powers.
(a)
For the public purposes set forth in Section 15B-103 of this Subtitle, and subject to local law and the provisions
of this Subtitle, the Redevelopment Authority may:
(1)
Acquire, purchase, or otherwise obtain, hold, and use any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or
intangible, or any interest therein;
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(2)
Lease as lessee any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein;
(3)
Lease as lessor any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein, at any time
acquired by the Redevelopment Authority;
(4)
Mortgage or otherwise pledge or encumber any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any
interest therein, of the Redevelopment Authority; and
(5)
Sell, transfer, or convey any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein,
acquired by the Redevelopment Authority at any time.
(b)
The Redevelopment Authority may accept grants from, make loans to, and enter into contracts with any Federal,
State, or local agency, or any private entity or party.
(c)
The Redevelopment Authority may establish, impose, and collect tolls, rates, rentals, fees, and charges relating
to its undertakings and property.
(d)
The budgetary and financial procedures of the Redevelopment Authority shall be set by local law.
(e)
No provisions of the Charter of the County or other County law regarding the duties, powers, or organization of
the Redevelopment Authority apply to the Redevelopment Authority, unless the County expressly provides by
local law that the Charter provision or other County law applies to the Redevelopment Authority.
(f)
Subject to public general law and local law, the Redevelopment Authority has all other powers necessary or
convenient to carry out the purposes of the Redevelopment Authority .
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-108. - Authority not a Municipal Corporation.
The Redevelopment Authority may not be deemed a municipal corporation as defined in Article XI-E of the
Constitution of Maryland.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-109. - Rules and regulations.
(a)
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The Redevelopment Authority may make rules and regulations for the operation and use of land, property, and
undertakings under its jurisdiction in the manner provided by local law.
(b)
Any violation of the rules and regulations duly adopted by the Redevelopment Authority is a misdemeanor and
is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment for not more than 180 days or both.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-110. - Bonds.
(a)
In order to finance or refinance, in whole or in part, the cost of the acquisition and/or development or
redevelopment, including the comprehensive renovation or rehabilitation of land or property for residential,
commercial, or industrial purposes and related activities in accordance with this Subtitle, the Redevelopment
Authority may issue bonds.
(b)
(1) The bonds:
(A)
Shall not constitute a debt of the County or a pledge of the faith and credit of the County, of the State, or of any
political subdivision of the State;
(B)
Shall not be considered obligations of the County for purposes of any debt limitation imposed on the County
under any constitutional, statutory, or Charter provision; and
(C)
Shall be approved by the governing body of the County prior to their issuance.
(2)
The bonds, the borrowing which they represent, and the undertaking which is being financed or refinanced, are
not subject to any referendum requirements of the Charter of the County.
(c)
(1) Bonds may be made payable as to principal, interest, and redemption premium as determined in accordance
with local law, including from income, receipts, proceeds, revenues, and funds of the Redevelopment Authority
derived from or available, or to be available, in connection with any undertaking for the accomplishment of the
purposes and objectives mentioned in or contemplated by this Subtitle, including:
(A)
The proceeds of loans, grants, or contributions from the United States of America, or the State of Maryland, or
any department or agency thereof, or from any funds of the County that may be lawfully available therefor, or
any other source, and compensation paid from appropriated funds by the County for land or property retained by
it; or
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(B)
Any contract or agreement or rights thereunder between the United States of America, or the State of Maryland,
or any department or agency thereof, or any other public or private entity or individual, and the Redevelopment
Authority with respect to any undertakings for the accomplishment of the purposes and objectives mentioned in
or contemplated by the provisions of this Subtitle.
(2)
Payment of the bonds, as to principal, interest, and redemption premium, may be further secured by a mortgage
of all or any part of land, property, or development or redevelopment projects, title to which is in the
Redevelopment Authority or any other public or private entity or individual, as determined in accordance with
local law.
(d)
By resolution, the Redevelopment Authority may determine all matters with respect to the issuance, sale,
delivery, and payment of and for the bonds, including, without limitation, the issue date or dates, maturity or
maturities, interest rate or rates or manner of determining the same, terms, form or forms, denomination or
denominations, manner of execution, place or places of payment, source or sources of payment, redemption,
refunding, sale price, manner of sale, security, and the forms of any necessary or appropriate documents,
including, without limitation, trust indentures, escrow agreements, and mortgages.
(e)
(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (b) of this Section, and to the extent not inconsistent with any
constitutional or Charter provision or public general law, any issue of bonds may be guaranteed, in whole or in
part, as to payment of principal, interest, or redemption premium, by and upon the full faith and credit of the
County.
(2)
The guarantee of the County by and upon the full faith and credit of the County concerning the payment of the
principal of, or interest or redemption premium on, any bonds is subject to any applicable referendum
requirements of the Charter of the County.
(f)
The bonds, the transfer of bonds, the interest payable on the bonds, and any income derived from the bonds,
including any profit realized in the sale or exchange of the bonds, shall be exempt at all times from taxation by
the State or by any of its counties, municipal corporations, or public agencies of any kind.
(g)
The bonds are exempt from the provisions of Article 31, Sections 9 through 11, of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, as replaced, supplemented, or amended.
(h)
(1) A pledge by the Redevelopment Authority of revenues as security for an issue of bonds shall be valid and
binding from the time the pledge is made.
(2)
Revenues pledged by the Redevelopment Authority are subject immediately to the lien of the pledge without any
physical delivery or further act.
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(3)
The lien of any pledge is valid and binding against any person having any claim of any kind in tort, contract, or
otherwise against the Redevelopment Authority, whether or not the person has notice of the lien.
(4)
Notwithstanding any provision of public general or public local law, perfection against third parties of a lien of a
pledge by the Redevelopment Authority of its revenues does not require the filing or recording of a resolution,
trust agreement, financing statement, continuation, or other statement or instrument adopted or entered into by
the Redevelopment Authority in any public record other than the records of the Redevelopment Authority.
(i)
(1)
Unless the bonds are guaranteed by and upon the full faith and credit of the County and are approved in a
referendum by the voters of the County in accordance with Subsection (e) of this Section, the Redevelopment
Authority may not issue bonds under this Section until after the Redevelopment Authority has held a public
hearing in the County on the proposed bonds.
(2)
The Redevelopment Authority shall notify the Prince George's County Delegations of the Maryland House of
Delegates and the Senate of Maryland of a proposed issuance of bonds at least two weeks before holding the
public hearing required under this Subsection.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-111. - County funds.
(a)
As specified by local law, and to the extent not inconsistent with any constitutional or Charter provision or any
public general or public local law, the County may:
(1)
Assign, pledge, grant, contribute, or provide to the Redevelopment Authority any taxes, rates, rentals, fees,
charges, or other funds held or receivable by the County for any purpose, and assign, pledge, lease, or otherwise
convey to the Redevelopment Authority, or encumber any land or property owned or otherwise held by the
County, including as additional security for any bonds of the Redevelopment Authority; and
(2)
(A) Advance amounts to the Redevelopment Authority for any purpose, including payment of preliminary
expenditures relating to any undertakings of the Redevelopment Authority or for deficiencies in debt service
requirements; and
(B)
Provide for the repayment or forgiveness of the advances.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-112. - Other funds.
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(a)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle and to the extent not inconsistent with any constitutional or
Charter provision or any public general or public local law, the Redevelopment Authority, as provided by local
law, may:
(1)
Receive and apply to its corporate purposes and undertakings any grants, contributions, pledges, loans, or other
amounts from the State, the County, the Federal Government, any other governmental unit, or any public or
private entity or party; and
(2)
To the extent not inconsistent with any contract, instrument, or law relating to a grant, contribution, pledge, loan,
or other amount, pledge the receipts as security for any of its bonds.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-113. - Tax exempt.
(a)
The property owned or held by, and the revenues of, the Redevelopment Authority are exempt from taxation of
every kind by the State or by any of its political subdivisions, municipal corporations, or public units.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a) of this Section, on the request of the Redevelopment Authority
the County, by local law, may provide for a negotiated payment in lieu of taxes for property owned or held by
the Redevelopment Authority.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-114. - Disposition of earnings and assets.
(a)
The net earnings of the Redevelopment Authority, apart from those necessary to pay debt service or to
implement the purposes of this Subtitle, may not inure to the benefit of any person other than the County.
(b)
On termination of the Redevelopment Authority, all rights and title to all assets of the Redevelopment Authority
shall vest in, and all obligations and liabilities of the Redevelopment Authority may be transferred to and
assumed by, the County.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
Sec. 15B-115. - Compliance with other requirements.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, the Redevelopment Authority shall comply with all
applicable zoning and planning requirements.
(Laws 1996, ch. 266)
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DIVISION 2. - REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED.
Sec. 15B-116. - Redevelopment Authority established.
There is hereby created, as a distinct and separate entity, pursuant to Section 15B-104 of this Subtitle, as enacted
by Chapter 266 of the Laws of Maryland, 1996, a body corporate and politic and an instrumentality of the
County known as the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County, hereinafter referred to as the
"Redevelopment Authority." The Redevelopment Authority may exercise all the powers, authority, rights, and
obligations granted to it by State law and this Subtitle. The Redevelopment Authority is established for the
purposes described in Section 15B-101 of this Subtitle.
(CB-85-1997)
Editor's note— CB-85-1997 provided that the consolidation of revitalization and redevelopment activities of
the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission with the Redevelopment Authority, including the
assignment of personnel, may be accomplished by agreement between the Planning Board and the County.
Sec. 15B-117. - Definitions.
The definitions set forth in Section 15B-102 of this Subtitle shall apply to this Division.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-118. - Membership.
(a)
The Redevelopment Authority shall consist of seven (7) public members and two (2) ex officio members. Three
(3) of the seven (7) public members shall be residents of the County. All shall be voting members. The ex officio
members shall be the Chief Administrative Officer of the County or a Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, as
designated by the County Executive, and the Director of Housing and Community Development of the County.
(b)
All members shall be persons who possess ability, experience, and integrity.
(c)
Five (5) of the public members shall be appointed by the County Executive for terms of four (4) years each and
confirmed by the County Council. Two (2) of the public members shall be appointed by the County Council
according to the Council's rules. The terms of the appointments shall be staggered in such a manner that the
terms of office of no more than two (2) members of the Redevelopment Authority may expire in the same year.
(d)
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner of original appointment. Each member shall serve
until a successor is appointed and qualified even though the period of service may extend beyond the four (4)
year term. All official acts and votes of any member during the period of extended service shall be valid as if the
member were within said four (4) year term. A member of the Redevelopment Authority may be removed by the
County Executive for cause.
(e)
Two (2) of the public members shall be designated by the County Executive to serve as Chairman and Vice
Chairman. Each such officer shall serve until a successor is designated even though the period of service may
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extend beyond the period originally designated by the County Executive. All official acts of any such officer
during the period of extended office shall be valid as if the officer were within the period of original designation.
(f)
The public members shall be entitled to such compensation as is established in the annual operating budget of
the Redevelopment Authority, provided that such compensation shall be paid only for meetings actually
attended.
(CB-85-1997; CB-7-2004)
Sec. 15B-119. - Community Advisory Committee.
(a)
There shall be a Community Advisory Committee whose purpose shall be to assist and advise the
Redevelopment Authority.
(b)
Members of the Community Advisory Committee shall be nominated by the County Executive and confirmed
by the County Council at the time of the initial appointments to the Redevelopment Authority. Members should
represent the communities throughout the County where redevelopment efforts will be directed, and there shall
be at least one representative from each Councilmanic District.
(c)
The terms of each member shall be for staggered terms of three years each.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-120. - Powers.
(a)
Except as may be limited as provided therein, the Redevelopment Authority shall have all the rights and powers
as established in Sections 15B-107(a), (b), (c), and (f) and 15B-112 of this Subtitle.
(b)
The Redevelopment Authority may appoint, with the consent of the County Executive, an Executive Director,
Secretary-Treasurer, and General Counsel, who need not be members of the Redevelopment Authority. The
Redevelopment Authority may appoint and remove such other employees or agents as the Redevelopment
Authority shall deem necessary or desirable.
(c)
Until such time as the Redevelopment Authority shall appoint an Executive Director, Secretary-Treasurer, and
General Counsel for the Redevelopment Authority, the Chief Administrative Officer, Director of Finance, and
County Attorney of the County shall serve, respectively, in such capacities.
(d)
The Redevelopment Authority may delegate to one or more of its members, or to the officers, agents, or
employees of the Redevelopment Authority, such powers and duties as the Redevelopment Authority may deem
necessary, so long as such delegation is not inconsistent with the provisions of this Subtitle.
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(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-121. - Delegation of powers.
All of the powers granted to the County pursuant to Section 15B-103 of this Subtitle, including the power of
eminent domain, are hereby delegated to the Redevelopment Authority to be exercised pursuant to the
provisions of Section 15B-106 of this Subtitle; provided further that the exercise of the power of eminent
domain by the Redevelopment Authority as to any parcel or property must have the prior approval of the County
Council by resolution with the concurrence of the County Executive. The delegation of the powers provided for
in this Section 15B-121 is nonexclusive, and the County shall have the right to exercise such powers in
accordance with Section 15B-106 of this Subtitle.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-122. - Fiscal Year of the Redevelopment Authority.
The fiscal year of the Redevelopment Authority shall be from July 1 through June 30.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-123. - Operating budget.
(a)
On or before January 15th of each year, the Redevelopment Authority shall prepare and submit to the County
Executive a proposed operating budget for the next fiscal year in such format as the County Executive may
direct.
(b)
The operating budget shall contain a statement of all revenue estimated to be received by the Redevelopment
Authority during the ensuing fiscal year, classified so as to show the receipts by funds and sources of income; a
statement of any debt service requirements for the ensuing fiscal year; a statement of the estimated cash surplus,
if any, available for expenditure during the ensuing fiscal year; a statement of any estimated deficit required to
be made up in the ensuing fiscal year; an estimate of the amounts the Redevelopment Authority deems necessary
for conducting the business of the Redevelopment Authority to be financed from estimated revenue for the
ensuing fiscal year; a statement of the bonded and other indebtedness of the Redevelopment Authority; a
statement of any contingency reserve which shall remain unappropriated; a comparative statement of the
receipts, amounts budgeted, and annual expenditures for the last completed fiscal year; a statement of all
proposed expenditures for, and estimated revenue from, leases, subleases, and similar real estate transactions;
and such additional information as the County Executive may require.
(c)
If the proposed operating budget includes any item to be funded from payments (whether by lease payments,
grant, or otherwise) to be received from Prince George's County, Maryland, the anticipated receipt or receipts
shall be identified for each item, and a copy of the respective proposed budget shall be submitted to the County
Executive and County Council for their review and comment. The Redevelopment Authority may make such
modification to the proposed budget as may be deemed appropriate in response to the comments of the County
Executive or County Council.
(d)
On or before June 1st of each year, the Redevelopment Authority shall adopt the operating budget of the
Redevelopment Authority for the next fiscal year. The operating budget of the Redevelopment Authority shall be
balanced at all times.
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(e)
The Redevelopment Authority may amend the operating budget at any regular or special meeting. Each member
shall receive a copy of the proposed amendment with accompanying justification not less than seventy-two (72)
hours prior to the meeting. If a proposed budget amendment includes an increase in any anticipated receipt from
Prince George's County, Maryland, or the deletion of any facility of which the County is to be a user, copies of
the proposed budget amendment shall be submitted to the County Executive and County Council for their
review and comment at least thirty (30) days prior to its adoption.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-124. - Capital budget.
(a)
For purposes of this Section, the term "capital project" or "project" shall mean:
(1)
Any physical public betterment or improvement by the Redevelopment Authority;
(2)
The acquisition of property of a permanent nature for use in accordance with the purposes and powers of the
Redevelopment Authority; or
(3)
The purchase of equipment for any public betterment or improvement when first constructed by the
Redevelopment Authority.
(b)
The Redevelopment Authority shall not commence any capital project without prior authorization of the County
Executive and the County Council as provided in this Section. No capital project shall be proposed unless it is
proposed to be commenced within the next succeeding six fiscal years. All capital projects approved under this
Section shall constitute the Redevelopment Authority's Capital Improvement Program. The Capital projects and
related information for each fiscal year, approved as part of a capital improvement program, shall constitute the
capital budget of the Redevelopment Authority for that fiscal year.
(c)
The Redevelopment Authority may propose to the County Executive one or more projects for inclusion in the
Redevelopment Authority's Capital Improvement Program. Each proposal shall include the following
information:
(1)
A description of the project including an identification of the general location of the project;
(2)
Anticipated source of funding for the project;
(3)
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Estimated cost of the project;
(4)
A statement of the relationship between the project and any project included in the County's Capital
Improvement Program; and
(5)
A schedule of anticipated expenditures of funds by fiscal year.
(d)
After reviewing the request of the Redevelopment Authority for the inclusion of one or more capital projects in
the Redevelopment Authority's Capital Improvement Program, the County Executive shall transmit any
approved project, or any additional project that the County Executive may propose for inclusion in the
Redevelopment Authority's Capital Improvement Program, to the County Council for its approval by ordinance
or resolution. Any such project proposed by the County Executive shall conform to the requirements of
Subsection (b), above.
(e)
Prior to the adoption of the ordinance or resolution approving the Redevelopment Authority's Capital
Improvement Program, the County Council may add new projects or amend or delete any proposed project.
(f)
The proposed expenditure of funds by the Redevelopment Authority for each fiscal year of an approved capital
improvement program shall constitute the Redevelopment Authority's Capital Budget in that fiscal year. Where
modifications are required to a capital project, the capital improvement program shall be amended in the same
manner as originally approved. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to authorize the Redevelopment
Authority to expend any funds on any capital project beyond the six-year period specified in the Redevelopment
Authority's current Capital Improvement Program.
(g)
No appropriation for a capital project in the Capital Budget of the Redevelopment Authority shall lapse until the
purpose for which the appropriation was made shall have been declared to be accomplished or declared to be
abandoned by the Redevelopment Authority. The balances remaining to the credit of the completed or
abandoned capital projects being lapsed shall be available for appropriation by the County in accordance with
the requirements of this Division.
(h)
Transfers of appropriations between capital projects in the Redevelopment Authority's Capital Budget or Capital
Improvement Program may be authorized by resolution of the County Council upon request of the
Redevelopment Authority and upon concurrence of the County Executive.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-125. - Operating Procedures.
(a)
The Redevelopment Authority may adopt by resolution rules and regulations for the operation and use of
property and undertakings under its jurisdiction.
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(b)
The Redevelopment Authority shall adopt by resolution rules and regulations implementing personnel,
purchasing, and bidding procedures. Such regulations shall encourage minority business participation and may
contain reasonable exceptions from any competitive bidding requirements as determined by the Redevelopment
Authority.
(c)
On or before December 1st of each year, the Redevelopment Authority shall submit to the County Executive and
County Council a financial statement of its financial condition and results of its operations for the most recently
completed fiscal year. This financial statement shall be prepared in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles and shall be audited by an independent certified public accountant.
(d)
The Redevelopment Authority shall provide such other reports as the County Executive or County Council may
require.
(e)
All matters voted upon by the Redevelopment Authority shall require a quorum of four (4) members of the
Redevelopment Authority.
(f)
Unless otherwise specified by statute or local law, the Redevelopment Authority may take action by resolution
with respect to any matters within its jurisdiction.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-126. - Conflicts of interest.
(a)
The Redevelopment Authority shall comply with the provisions of Division 17 of Subtitle 2 of this Code with
regard to conflicts of interest and ethical considerations.
(b)
Members and officers of the Redevelopment Authority shall file financial disclosure statements pursuant to
Division 17 of this Code.
(CB-85-1997)
Sec. 15B-127. - Public input process; notifications; established.
(a)
The County finds that citizen participation and involvement in the various stages of housing and community
development and redevelopment activities in the County is important and that the Redevelopment Authority
shall encourage public input in its decision making process.
(b)
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In addition to the Community Advisory Committee established under Section 15-119, rules and regulations or
operating procedures adopted pursuant to Section 15B-109 and 15B-125 of the County Code, respectively, the
Redevelopment Authority shall conduct at the minimum one (1) community meeting, including with notice to
the County Council and the Council Member whose district the property or project sits, the adjoining property
owners and to those departments, agencies, organizations, and citizens which the Redevelopment Authority
reasonably believes may have an interest in the property or project, to review and discuss the vision and scope of
a property or project prior to the release of any request for proposal (RFP), request for qualifications (RFQ),
request for solicitation or other process for the development, redevelopment, sale, lease, conveyance, transfer, or
otherwise disposition of Redevelopment Authority property or project.
(c)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the release of any request for proposal (RFP), request for qualifications (RFQ),
request for solicitation or other process for the development, redevelopment, sale, lease, conveyance, transfer, or
otherwise disposition of Redevelopment Authority property or project, the Redevelopment Authority shall send
written notice to the County Council and the Council Member whose district the property or project sits. Such
written notice shall adequately describe the property or project and shall contain a statement of its acquisition
cost, date of acquisition, present assessment value, and, where proposed for private sale, the proposed sale price.
(d)
A Redevelopment Authority request for proposal (RFP), request for qualifications (RFQ), request for solicitation
or other process for the development, redevelopment, sale, lease, conveyance, transfer, or otherwise disposition
of Redevelopment Authority property or project shall not be valid for more than one (1) year from the date of its
release.
(CB-35-2013)
SUBTITLE 16. - PERSONNEL
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 16-101. - Legislative purposes and policies.
(a)
The provisions of this Subtitle shall be broadly construed and applied to promote its underlying purposes and
policies.
(b)
The underlying purposes and policies of this Subtitle are:
(1)
To effectuate the mandate set forth in Sections 901 and 904 of Article IX of County Charter so as to provide by
law for a County personnel system governing the appointment and removal of employees, and other personnel
policies and procedures for employees in the County government, said policies and procedures to govern but not
be limited to: classification and pay plans including the allocation of positions; the construction, maintenance,
and expiration of eligibility lists; certification and appointment procedures; probationary requirements;
promotion, transfer, and separation procedures; disciplinary procedures; career development plans; and special
rules relating to the police and fire services; and,
(2)
To insure that said personnel system is administered and maintained in a manner consistent with the following
principles:
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(A)
That all human resources actions, including the appointment and promotion of employees, are based upon the
merit and fitness procedures as set forth in this Subtitle;
(B)
That all employees and applicants for employment shall receive fair and equitable treatment in all aspects of
human resources administration, including an expeditious resolution of their grievances and appeals, without
regard to race, sex, sexual orientation, color, religion, creed, country of national origin, political opinion, marital
status, age, physical or mental handicap, physical appearance, or membership or nonmembership in a labor
organization insofar as the aforesaid parties' employment rights are protected with respect to the foregoing
characteristics in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle;
(C)
That the same grade, the same qualification requirements, and substantially the same salary ranges be
established and maintained for all employees occupying positions within the same class of work;
(D)
That appointing authorities are able to effectively and efficiently implement the missions and objectives of their
agencies or departments by clarifying the rights and responsibilities of such appointing authorities to assign and
direct the work of employees, to discipline employees, and to adjust their grievances;
(E)
That appointing authorities retain employees on the basis of the adequacy of their performance and conduct,
attempt to correct inadequate employee performance or misconduct, and discipline employees whose inadequate
performance or misconduct cannot be corrected or condoned; and,
(F)
That the provisions of this Subtitle shall be presumed to be County-wide in nature and, as such, shall be uniform
in their application to all employees so as to insure that all employees are guaranteed certain basic rights and
benefits and that the personnel system established by this Subtitle is susceptible to proper manageability,
stability and accountability as dictated by the public interest, except as specifically provided otherwise under the
provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-102. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Subtitle, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to
them by this Section, except where the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1)
Adverse Action means certain actions authorized and effectuated in writing by any appointing authority or the
Director of Human Resources Management which adversely affect an employee by virtue of a reduction in the
employee's pay and/or employment status. As used herein, the term "adverse action" shall only mean and
include any dismissal, suspension, demotion, forfeiture of annual leave as a disciplinary action, a step rate
reduction as a disciplinary action, the imposition of a fine as a disciplinary action, a separation from County
employment under a reduction-in-force action, and a termination under separation-disability action.
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(2)
Allocation means the human resources action by which the Director of Human Resources Management creates a
position and assigns it to a class of work established in the Classification Plan.
(3)
Anniversary Date means that date one (1) calendar year from the effective date of an employee's initial
appointment, competitive or noncompetitive promotion, reemployment, demotion, and reappointment to a
vacant position in the classified service, or such other date established in the Salary Plan, as well as the same
respective dates, where applicable, each succeeding calendar year, for the duration of an employee's County
employment in the classified service. As defined herein, the term "anniversary date" shall not apply to any
employee occupying a position in the classified service under the terms of a temporary/provisional,
temporary/emergency or limited-term appointment.
(4)
Appointment means the human resources action by which an appointing authority considers and selects an
eligible for entry into a position in the classified service as a probationary status employee, a
temporary/provisional status employee or a temporary/emergency status employee.
(5)
Appointing Authority means a person or persons authorized by law to select, remove, and otherwise discipline
and direct employees and shall include the County Executive; the Chief Administrative Officer; the heads of
agencies, departments, and offices in the Executive Branch; the individual members of the County Council and
the County Council as a body; the Clerk of the County Council; the County Auditor; and the Chief Zoning
Hearing Examiner. As defined herein, the term "appointing authority" shall also mean any employee under the
jurisdiction of any of the aforementioned parties who has been delegated authority, in writing, to select
employees by any of the aforementioned parties.
(6)
Certification means the human resources action by which the Director of Human Resources Management
prepares and refers a certification list to an appointing authority for consideration of eligibles thereon for
appointment or promotion, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a given class of work within the
classified service.
(7)
Certification List means a listing of the names of eligibles certified from the top of the appropriate eligibility
register by the Director of Human Resources Management and referred to an appointing authority for
consideration for appointment or promotion, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a given class of
work within the classified service.
(8)
Class or Class of Work means a group of positions, or one position, that:
(A)
Have similar duties, tasks, and responsibilities;
(B)
Require the same minimum qualifications;
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(C)
Have been assigned the same grade;
(D)
Can be compensated by salary ranges which are substantially the same; and
(E)
Can be identified by the same title.
(9)
Class Series means a grouping of two (2) or more classes within the same occupational group, as designated in
the Classification Plan, based on the similarity of the nature and type of work and representing ascending levels
of responsibility and qualifications which reflect normal promotional lines.
(10)
Class Specification means a written description of a typical and representative position for each class of work
established in the Classification Plan which specifies the typical duties, tasks, and responsibilities associated
with each such class.
(11)
Class Title means the official designation or name assigned to each class established in the Classification Plan.
(12)
Classification means the legislative action of adopting or amending the Classification Plan so as to establish a
new class of work in the classified or exempt service, assign a class title and, where applicable, assign an
appropriate grade thereto.
(13)
Classification Plan means a law setting forth, by schematic listings, each established class of work in the
classified and exempt services and the grade, except as otherwise provided by law, assigned to each established
class of work. As defined herein, the term "Classification Plan" shall not be construed to include any position
governed by an approved Executive Pay Plan or any elective position otherwise established by County Charter
or State statute.
(14)
Classified Service means all positions not specifically defined under Section 902 of Article IX of County
Charter which are required to be governed by the provisions of this Subtitle pursuant to the provisions of Section
901 of Article IX of County Charter.
(15)
Competitive Examination means a promotional examination or a recruitment examination, wherein the Director
of Human Resources Management rates the relative qualifications of applicants in competition for appointment
or promotion, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a given class of work within the classified
service.
(16)
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Demotion means the human resources action by which an employee is changed, while continuously employed,
to a lower grade in the classified service.
(17)
Detail means the temporary assignment to an employee of all or part of the duties, tasks and responsibilities of
another position to meet an emergency situation, for purposes of training, or to accommodate an employee's
temporary disability.
(18)
Discrimination or Discriminatory Action means any act by an employee's appointing authority or supervisor, or
the Director of Human Resources Management, which adversely affects the pay, status or working conditions of
the employee, or any act by an appointing authority or the Director of Human Resources Management which
adversely affects an applicant for employment or a former employee seeking reinstatement, reemployment or
reappointment, where any such act is based upon the employee's or the applicant's race, sex, sexual orientation,
color, religion, creed, country of national origin, political opinion, marital status, age, physical or mental
handicap, or physical appearance and thereby made wrongful and illegal pursuant to and in accordance with the
provisions of, the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 (Public Law 92-261), as amended, Sections 17
through 20, titled "Discrimination in Employment," of Article 49B, titled "Human Relations Commission," of
the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, and the Human Relations Act for Prince George's County,
Maryland, as said statutes or laws were enacted and as they may be amended from time to time; provided,
however, that the foregoing shall not be construed to prevent an appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director
of Human Resources Management from taking any action which is declared not to be a wrongful employment
practice under the provisions of the aforesaid statutes or laws, including, but not limited to, any action taken on
the basis of any such employee's or applicant's race, sex, sexual orientation, color, religion, creed, country of
national origin, political opinion, marital status, age, physical or mental handicap, or physical appearance where
it can be demonstrated that any of said characteristics with respect to any such employee or applicant constitutes
a bona fide, occupational qualification reasonably necessary to the normal operation of County government. As
defined herein, the term "discrimination" or "discriminatory action" shall also include any action taken by an
appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director of Human Resources Management with respect to any such
employee or applicant for employment because of any such employee's or applicant's membership or
nonmembership in a labor organization, as said term is defined under Section 13A-102(h) of Subtitle 13A of the
Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, titled "Labor Code," except as may be otherwise
provided by law.
(19)
Dismissal means the human resources action by which an appointing authority separates an employee from the
employee's position for "less than satisfactory" performance, or for violations of standards or rules of conduct or
behavior.
(20)
Eligibility Register means a promotion register, or a recruitment register, wherein the names of all applicants
determined by the Director of Human Resources Management to be eligible for promotion or appointment, as
appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a given class of work within the classified service are ordered in
terms of their relative standing for certification.
(21)
Eligible means an applicant who, upon the determination of the Director of Human Resources Management,
meets the qualification requirements for promotion or appointment, as appropriate, to a vacant position or
positions in a given class of work within the classified service.
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(22)
Employee means a person legally appointed to and occupying any duly authorized and allocated position in the
classified service, but shall not include any person occupying a position in the classified service under the terms
of a temporary/provisional, temporary emergency or limited-term appointment, or a person appointed to and
occupying any position in the exempt service, unless expressly stated otherwise.
(23)
Equal Employment Opportunity Officer or EEO Officer means that person whom the County Executive or the
County Executive's designee appoints and who, by virtue of said appointment, shall be charged with
investigatory responsibilities set forth under Section 16-203(a)(7) with respect to appeals filed with the
Personnel Board in which discrimination is alleged, and such additional duties and responsibilities as
specifically assigned by the County Executive under the terms of the Executive Order required to be issued
under Section 16-109(b) with respect to the County's equal employment opportunity program.
(23.01)
Executive Level Position means any deputy or assistant director, administrative specialist, or executive
administrative aide to the head of a department, agency, or office, or similarly graded positions, including the
position of Major in the Police and Fire Departments.
(24)
Executive Pay Plan means a resolution adopted by the County Council pursuant to Section 402(5) of Article IV
of County Charter having the force and effect of law which establishes the compensation for the positions of the
Chief Administrative Officer and the head of each agency and department of the Executive Branch of County
government. As used herein, the term "compensation" shall mean and include base salary rates and any other
special salary rates and fringe benefits.
(25)
Exempt Service means all positions specifically defined in Section 902 of Article IX of County Charter.
(26)
Furlough means a period of leave without pay under the provisions of Section 16-229 of the Code. A furlough is
a nondisciplinary human resources action authorized and approved by the Director of Human Resources
Management and is not an adverse action.
(27)
Grade means the alphabetical and/or numerical designation used to identify the level of responsibility assigned
to each class of work established in the Classification Plan.
(28)
Grievance means a complaint by an employee wherein the employee alleges that an act or acts by the employee's
appointing authority or supervisor, or the Director of Human Resources Management, except for adverse actions,
with respect to any matter affecting the employee's working conditions, pay, or status, is unfair, inequitable,
arbitrary and capricious, or illegal. An "act" or "action" by an appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director of
Human Resources Management under the meaning of this paragraph shall also include any failure to act within a
reasonable period of time by any of said parties. As defined herein, the term "grievance" shall not be construed
to include any grievance as defined and provided for under any collective bargaining agreement negotiated and
approved pursuant to Subtitle 13A of the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, titled
"Labor Code."
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(29)
Ineligible means an applicant whom the Director of Human Resources Management determines does not meet
the qualification requirements for appointment or promotion, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in
a given class of work within the classified service.
(30)
Noncompetitive promotion means an act by which an employee in a lower graded class of work receives a
promotion to a higher graded class of work without having to undergo a formal promotional examination.
(31)
Occupational Group or Job Family means the grouping of two (2) or more classes or class series in the same or
related occupation, profession, activity, or field of endeavor.
(32)
Personnel Procedures means that compilation of administrative guidelines and operating instructions developed
by the Director of Human Resources Management and approved and issued by the County Executive or a
designee of the County Executive, other than the Director of Human Resources Management, in full compliance
with and within the scope of, the provisions of this Subtitle, for the benefit of appointing authorities, supervisors
and employees where specifically required by the provisions of this Subtitle and where otherwise deemed
necessary and appropriate by the Director of Human Resources Management in order to properly and effectively
carry out the provisions of this Subtitle.
(33)
Position means a group of duties, tasks, and responsibilities allocated by the Director of Human Resources
Management to a class of work established in the Classification Plan and requiring the full- or part-time
employment of one (1) or more persons. A position may be incumbered or vacant.
(34)
Position Description means a written statement for each position allocated to each class of work established in
the Classification Plan which is intended to exemplify the class specification applicable to the position by
delineating the specific and particular day-to-day duties, tasks, and responsibilities comprising the work assigned
to the position.
(35)
Position Title means the informal, working designation or name assigned to each position allocated to a class of
work established in the Classification Plan.
(36)
Probationary Period means that period of time extending up to, but not to exceed, twelve (12) calendar months
from the effective date of initial appointment and reappointment of a person to a vacant position in the classified
service which is intended to constitute the final stage in the examining process of an initially appointed and
reappointed employee; provided, however, that the probationary period for all uniformed employees occupying
positions allocated to public safety classes of work within the County Police, Sheriff, and Fire Departments shall
be that period of time extending from the effective date of any such employee's initial appointment and
reappointment through that date twelve (12) calendar months after the date any such employee completes any
required basic training course or courses in an academy or school; and provided further, that the "probationary
period," as defined herein, shall not apply to any employee occupying any position in the classified service
under the terms of temporary/provisional, temporary/emergency or limited-term appointment.
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(37)
Promotion means the human resources action by which an employee is changed, while continuously employed,
to a vacant position in a class with a higher grade.
(38)
Promotional Examination means a type of competitive examination for promotion to a vacant position or
positions in a given class of work within the classified service, admission to which shall be limited to eligible
employees occupying positions in certain lower grade classes in the classified service.
(39)
Qualification Requirements means a written description for each class of work established in the Classification
Plan which specifies the minimum qualifications requisite for any employee to occupy and continue to occupy
any position allocated to each such class.
(40)
Rating means the human resources action by which the Director of Human Resources Management measures the
degree of an eligible's relative qualifications for appointment or promotion, as appropriate, to a vacant position
or positions in a given class of work within the classified service.
(41)
Reallocation means the human resources action by which the Director of Human Resources Management
changes an allocated position from one (1) established class of work to another established class of work with a
higher or lower grade in the classified service.
(42)
Reappointment means the human resources action by which a permanent status employee, formerly occupying a
position in the classified service and voluntarily separated from said position, or formerly occupying a position
in the classified service and involuntarily separated from said position through a reduction-in-force action, is
reappointed, as a matter of the appointing authority's privilege, to a vacant position in the classified service for
which the employee meets the qualification requirements.
(43)
Reassignment means the human resources action by which an employee changes duties or responsibilities, while
continuously employed within the same class and grade.
(44)
Reclassification means the legislative action of amending the Classification Plan so as to revise an established
class of work in the classified or exempt service by changing the grade, class specification, qualification
requirements, or class title, or any combination of the foregoing revisions.
(45)
Recruitment Examination means a type of competitive examination for appointment to a vacant position or
positions in a given class of work within the classified service, admission to which shall be open to any eligible
person and shall be announced to the general public.
(46)
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Reduction-In-Force means the human resources action authorized and approved by the Director of Human
Resources Management wherein an employee is separated from a position in a given class of work within the
classified service due to the scheduled abolition of one (1) or more of the positions allocated to said class of
work within a given department, agency, or office, as a result of a curtailment of work, a lack of funds, or
governmental reorganization.
(47)
Reemployment means the human resources action by which a permanent status employee, formerly occupying a
position in the classified service and involuntarily separated from said position through a reduction-in-force
action is reemployed, as a matter of right, in a vacant position in the same class from which separated or in a
vacant position in a lower graded class within the same class series from which separated, after a break in
County employment of one (1) full working day or more.
(48)
Reemployment Priority Register means a written record prepared and maintained by the Director of Human
Resources Management which is comprised of the names of those permanent status employees formerly
occupying positions in the classified service who were separated from their positions through a reduction-inforce action and are legally entitled to be reemployed in any vacant position in the same class from which
separated or in any vacant position in a lower graded class within the same class series from which separated.
The names of all employees on any such reemployment register shall be ranked, by class and class series, on the
basis of each such employee's retention points score in order to determine priority for reemployment.
(49)
Reinstatement means the human resources action by which an employee, formerly occupying a position in the
classified service and involuntarily separated from said position by virtue of an adverse action, is reinstated in
the employee's former position by final order of the Personnel Board or a court of law pursuant to an adverse
action appeal.
(50)
Resignation shall mean a voluntary written statement from an employee giving his/her appointing authority
notice of the termination of his/her employment with the County. A "resignation" shall include, at a minimum,
the date of the employee's separation and the position from which the employee is separating.
(51)
Retention Points means the numerically weighted factors of length of County employment, and prior official
performance ratings, which factors constitute the formula for the derivation of the quantitative score assigned to
each permanent status employee occupying a position in the classified service and determine each such
employee's relative standing or rank on a retention register. In determining length of County employment, any
employee absence due to a reduction-in-force (provided that the employee is reemployed following the
reduction-in-force), or the grant of approved leave, including but not limited to military leave, disability leave,
or leave taken pursuant to the Family and Medical Leave Act, shall not constitute a break in service.
(52)
Retention Register means a written record of a given class of work within the classified service and all positions
allocated to said class of work within a given department, agency, or office, wherein the names of employees
occupying positions allocated to said class of work are ranked by the Director of Human Resources Management
on the basis of their priority for retention due to a scheduled reduction-in-force action.
(53)
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Retention Rights means the legal entitlement of a permanent status employee to be retained in a position in a
given class of work on the basis of said employee's relative standing on a retention register.
(54)
Salary Plan means that compilation of salary schedules, as recommended by the County Executive and approved
by the County Council pursuant to Section 903 of County Charter, setting forth the compensation for annuallyand hourly-rated employees who occupy positions allocated to each class of work established in the
Classification Plan, except for employees who occupy positions for which compensation is established in an
approved Executive Pay Plan and except for elected officials whose salary and/or compensation is otherwise
established by County Charter or State statute. As used herein, the term "compensation" shall mean and include
the base salary rates of all such classified and exempt service employees and any other special salary rates and
fringe benefits not otherwise established in this Subtitle, as enacted, and as amended from time to time.
(55)
Salary Range means one sequence or several sequences of salary rates for each grade from a minimum salary
rate through a maximum salary rate.
(56)
Salary Schedule means a table of grades and corresponding salary ranges, as established under the Salary Plan,
setting forth the compensation of employees who occupy positions in established classes of work.
(57)
Schematic Listing means a method of identifying each class of work established in the Classification Plan
through the arrangement of class titles by occupational groups.
(58)
Standard Work Week or Tour of Duty means the total number of productive hours established under the
applicable salary schedule within the Salary Plan which each employee is required and entitled to work during a
stipulated number of consecutive calendar days, with due allowance for additional, unpaid periods of time for
meals.
(59)
Reserved.
(60)
Supervisor means any appointing authority, and any other employee under an appointing authority's jurisdiction,
designated, in writing, as a supervisor by an appointing authority who is responsible for generally overseeing,
directing and evaluating the work and performance of a specified group or unit of employees. Where an
appointing authority delegates, in writing, to a designated supervisor, the authority to appoint employees under
the supervisor's jurisdiction, then, in such event, the supervisor shall also be an appointing authority with respect
to the exercise of such appointment authority under the provisions of this Subtitle.
(61)
Suspension means the human resources action by which an appointing authority officially places an employee in
a nonduty, nonpay status as a result of violations of rules or standards of conduct or behavior.
(62)
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Transfer means the human resources action by which an employee, while continuously employed, is moved to a
vacant position at the same grade located either within the agency or in another agency.
(63)
Work Schedules mean written schedules of the required daily hours of work, within a standard work week,
prescribed by an appointing authority for individual employees and/or various groups or units of employees
under the appointing authority's jurisdiction.
(b)
Whenever, under the provisions of this Subtitle, any action is required to be taken by any person within a
specified period of time, such period of time shall be construed to be mandatory in nature, unless clearly
described in terms which are directory or discretionary.
(CB-1-1976; CB-30-1982; CB-98-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-124-1987; CB-44-1991; CB-90-1991; CB-25-1995;
CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-103. - Applicability of Subtitle.
(a)
The provisions of this Subtitle shall apply, within its terms, to all employees occupying positions within the
classified service, provided:
(1)
That the provisions of this Subtitle shall not apply to any employee occupying a position in the classified service
under the terms of a limited-term appointment, except as expressly stated otherwise;
(2)
That the provisions of this Subtitle shall not apply to any employee occupying a position in the classified service
under the terms of a temporary/provisional or temporary/emergency appointment, except as expressly stated
otherwise; and,
(3)
That the provisions of this Subtitle shall apply to any employee occupying a position in the classified service
where said employee is governed by a collective bargaining agreement negotiated and approved pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 13A of the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, titled "Labor
Code," except as specifically provided otherwise under the provisions of Section 16-233.
(b)
The provisions of this Subtitle shall not apply to any employee occupying a position in the exempt service,
except as expressly stated otherwise.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-104. - County Personnel Board: composition; appointment; terms; removal; compensation.
(a)
The composition, terms, and procedures for appointment and removal of the members of the County Personnel
Board shall be as provided for in Section 906 of Article IX of the Charter.
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(b)
The members of the Personnel Board shall be compensated at the rate of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per
month. The Chair thereof shall be compensated an additional Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per month for
administrative responsibilities.
(CB-1-1976; CB-60-1979; CB-22-2000; CB-25-2020)
Sec. 16-105. - County Personnel Board: powers and duties.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 907 of Article IX of County Charter, the County Personnel Board shall have the following
powers and duties:
(1)
To recommend to the County Council, proposed regulations, consistent with the provisions of this Subtitle,
concerning procedures for hearings before the Board and a reimbursement schedule for employee legal fees
and/or court costs, which shall have the force and effect of law upon adoption by resolution of the Council;
(2)
To approve or disapprove agreements for the joint administration of examinations and the use of eligibility
registers concluded by the Director of Human Resources Management with other public human resources offices
and departments;
(3)
To hear and decide adverse action and unresolved grievance appeals from employees in accordance with the
applicable provisions of Division 14;
(4)
To hear and decide appeals from former employees seeking reinstatement, reemployment, and reappointment,
and any employee who has taken or sought to take an examination for appointment to a vacant position in the
classified service concerning any action of the Director of Human Resources Management or the appointing
authority in relation thereto, including actions pertaining to the methods of examination, and the preparation of
eligibility registers and certification therefrom, in accordance with the applicable provisions of Division 14;
(5)
To advise and consult, as appropriate, with County officials on matters concerning the administration of the
personnel system established by this Subtitle and any personnel procedures issued pursuant hereto, and to report
to the County Executive and the County Council on the operation of said personnel system; and,
(6)
To carry out such other functions as may be assigned by law.
(b)
In addition to the powers and duties enumerated in Subsection (a), above, and otherwise assigned in this
Subtitle, the County Personnel Board:
(1)
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Shall be empowered to administer oaths and to require any witness to testify under oath regarding the subject of
any appeal before the Board;
(2)
May request any classified or exempt service employee to attend and produce documents and records regarding
the subject of any appeal before the Board;
(3)
May, upon a majority vote of the full Board, issue subpoenas upon any person to require such person to attend,
testify, and produce documents and records regarding the subject of any appeal before the Board; and,
(4)
May review and provide comments to the County Council on any legislation amending the provisions of this
Subtitle, as may be proposed from time to time, and on any proposed amendments to the County's Classification
and Salary Plans where comments on amendments to said plans are provided in accordance with the procedures
stipulated in Section 16-125 of this Subtitle. (CB-1-1976; CB-52-1981; CB-5-2003; CB-91-2003; CB-42-2009)
Editor's note— CR-53-1977 approved the Personnel Board Rules of Administrative Procedure.
Sec. 16-106. - County Director of Human Resources Management; responsibilities and duties.
(a)
The Office of Human Resources Management of Prince George's County, Maryland, shall be headed by a
Director of Human Resources Management.
(b)
In addition to such responsibilities and duties as otherwise assigned in this Subtitle, the Director of Human
Resources Management shall:
(1)
Be responsible to the County Executive for the overall administration of the personnel system established by this
Subtitle pursuant to Section 905 of Article IX of County Charter;
(2)
Be responsible for insuring that the personnel requirements of all appointing authorities and supervisors are met
on a continual and timely basis;
(3)
Insure, to the extent provided under the provisions of this Subtitle, that the personnel system established by this
Subtitle is administered within the various agencies, departments, and offices of County government in a manner
which is consistent with and not in violation of, the provisions of this Subtitle;
(4)
Recommend to the County Executive policies and procedures which are designed to advance the utilization of
progressive human resources management techniques in the administration of the personnel system established
by this Subtitle;
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(5)
Routinely evaluate the effectiveness of human resources management practices within and among the various
agencies, departments and offices of County government and recommend improvements therein to the County
Executive;
(6)
Recommend, on a timely basis, to the County Executive for submission to the County Council, proposed
legislation to amend the provisions of this Subtitle as necessary in order to refine, update, and expand the
personnel system established by this Subtitle;
(7)
Develop personnel procedures;
(8)
Provide, on a timely basis to the County Executive for submission to the County Council, updated class
specifications and salary schedules;
(9)
Conduct the full range of human resources management and labor relations functions as required in order to
properly implement and maintain the personnel and labor relations system established by this Subtitle with
authority to delegate, in writing, such functions to agencies, departments, and offices of County government,
provided that:
(A)
No such delegation shall vest with any agency, department, or office the authority to approve any human
resources action which, under the provisions of this Subtitle, requires the approval of the Director of Human
Resources Management, or the County Executive or the County Executive's designee; and,
(B)
Appropriate personnel procedures shall be developed, approved and issued at or before the effective date of any
such delegation to insure that the agency, department, or office administers said personnel function or functions
in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle; and,
(10)
Encourage employee participation in wellness and recreation programs;
(11)
Establish appropriate programs for the employment of persons with disabilities, students, trainees, interns, and
similarly situated persons to occupy County positions;
(12)
Represent the County Executive in all labor relations matters, including the negotiation of collective bargaining
agreements, representation, and unfair labor practice proceedings, and arbitration hearings.
(CB-1-1976; CB-99-1983; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
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Sec. 16-107. - Management prerogatives.
(a)
Subject to such conditions and restrictions as are specifically set forth or authorized to be effectuated pursuant to
the provisions of this Subtitle, all appointing authorities shall have the general responsibilities and authority to
manage and direct the operations and activities of their departments, agencies or offices to the fullest extent
provided by applicable statute, law and/or regulation. In furtherance of the foregoing and under the management
direction of the County Executive, all appointing authorities shall have exclusively reserved to them, the
following general prerogatives relative to the management of the operations and activities of their departments,
agencies or offices, provided that said prerogatives are exercised in a manner consistent with the provisions of
this Subtitle and any personnel procedures developed, approved and issued pursuant hereto:
(1)
To determine and redetermine, within the scope of the County's approved annual expense budget, the methods,
means, personnel, and budget necessary to maintain efficient and effective government operations and to
properly effectuate the mission and objectives of their department, agency, or office;
(2)
To direct and assign the work of their employees, including, but not limited to, the authority to appoint, promote,
transfer, and reassign such employees;
(3)
To evaluate the performance and conduct of their employees and to take remedial actions in relation thereto
where warranted; and,
(4)
To promulgate, subject to the approval of the County Executive or the County Executive's designee, written
supplemental personnel operating procedures and reasonable rules of employee conduct and behavior applicable
to their employees in order to satisfy the needs and obligations of their departments, agencies, or offices.
(b)
In addition to the prerogatives set forth under Subsection (a), above, an appointing authority shall also be
authorized and empowered to delegate, in writing, to any employee under the appointing authority's jurisdiction,
the authority to appoint other employees.
(c)
The enumeration of general management prerogatives set forth in Subsections (a) and (b), above, shall not be
construed as an exclusive enumeration nor as a waiver of any management prerogatives not specifically
enumerated above or elsewhere in the Subtitle, whether or not such prerogatives were exercised prior to the
effective date of this Act.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-108. - Appointing authorities, supervisors, and employees; general responsibilities.
(a)
In addition to such specific responsibilities as are otherwise assigned under the provisions of this Subtitle, all
appointing authorities and supervisors shall have the following general responsibilities:
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(1)
To comply with and adhere to, the provisions of this Subtitle and any personnel procedures developed, approved
and issued pursuant hereto;
(2)
To exercise continued respect towards employees under their respective jurisdictions and the general public in
their exercise of their duties and responsibilities;
(3)
To recognize the rights of employees under their respective jurisdictions to openly and freely express their views
relative to their terms and conditions of employment and, in furtherance thereof, to make reasonable efforts to
periodically confer with said employees, individually or collectively, when requested to do so in order to
informally discuss their views and recommendations regarding their terms and conditions of employment; and
(4)
To identify expectations for job performance, to provide appropriate recognition for achievements, and to carry
out corrective action for performance and conduct problems as needed.
(b)
In addition to such specific responsibilities as are otherwise assigned under the provisions of this Subtitle, all
employees are expected to adhere to the following general responsibilities, guidelines, and principles in order to
maintain public trust and carry out agency missions:
(1)
To comply with and adhere to, the provisions of this Subtitle, any personnel procedures developed, approved and
issued pursuant hereto, and any supplemental personnel operating procedures and reasonable rules of conduct
and behavior as may be promulgated by an employee's appointing authority pursuant to Section 16-107(a)(4),
above, including, but not limited to, timely reporting to work, productive discharge of duties, proper leave use,
maintaining integrity in carrying out duties, and refraining from improper use of drugs or alcohol;
(2)
To exercise continued diligence in the performance of properly assigned duties, tasks, and responsibilities and to
demonstrate willingness to perform these duties in a satisfactory manner;
(3)
To carry out in an efficient, effective, and timely manner any lawful order or directive rendered by an employee's
appointing authority or supervisor and any assignment which is within the scope of the employee's applicable
class specification, except as specifically provided otherwise under the provisions of this Subtitle;
(4)
To exercise continued respect towards other employees and the general public in all matters relating to the
performance of properly assigned duties, tasks, and responsibilities; and
(5)
To maintain security of confidential records and other County information.
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(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-109. - Equal employment opportunity.
(a)
It shall be wrongful and illegal for any appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director of Human Resources
Management to take any action pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle with respect to any employee, any
applicant for employment, or any former employee seeking reinstatement, reemployment, or reappointment,
where any such action would constitute a discriminatory action. In furtherance of the foregoing, it shall be the
policy of Prince George's County, Maryland, to provide equal opportunity in County employment for all persons
and to promote the full realization of said equal employment opportunity within all departments, agencies, and
offices of County government. The aforesaid declaration of policy regarding equal employment opportunity
shall apply to all aspects of the personnel system established by this Subtitle, including, but not limited to, the
areas of classification, recruitment, promotion, training, compensation, and fringe benefits.
(b)
In order to properly effectuate the policies set forth in Subsection (a), above, the County Executive shall, by
Executive Order, establish the components of an equal employment opportunity program for the County and
assign specific duties and responsibilities, as appropriate, to the Chief Administrative Officer, the Director of
Human Resources Management, the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, appointing authorities,
supervisors, and employees, with respect to the development, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of the
various components of said program. The aforesaid Executive Order shall be developed and issued so as to give
full force and effect to all applicable rules, regulations, and guidelines authorized and promulgated pursuant to
the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 (Public Law 92-261), as amended, and shall address the
employment opportunities and needs of persons with disabilities.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Editor's note— CR-85-1972 provided that qualified women are to be equally considered for any top and middle
management position and that women are to be recruited for advancement to such positions.
Sec. 16-110. - Reserved.
Sec. 16-111. - Right to organize and bargain collectively.
County employees shall have the right to organize and bargain collectively through representatives of their own
choosing in the formulation and implementation of personnel policies affecting their employment in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 13A of the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, titled
"Labor Code," as enacted pursuant to the provisions of Section 908 of Article IX of County Charter, and subject
further to the provisions of Section 16-233.
(CB-72-1976)
DIVISION 2. - ATTENDANCE.
Sec. 16-112. - Attendance of employees.
All employees shall be required to attend work regularly, to be punctual in reporting for duty at the prescribed
time, and to work the number of hours prescribed in their standard work weeks, where applicable, unless absent
on authorized and approved leave. All appointing authorities and supervisors shall be responsible for the proper
attendance of employees under their jurisdiction. The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop
personnel procedures, as defined in Section 16-102(a)(32) establishing standards and requirements for the
recording and reporting of employee attendance.
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(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-113. - Standard work week or tours of duty.
(a)
All full-time employees shall be entitled and required to work those standard work weeks or tours of duty as are
established under the applicable salary schedules within the Salary Plan.
(b)
Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude the County Executive or the County Council from establishing, for
employees under their respective jurisdictions, policies of productive work time based upon the completion of a
specified number of tasks rather than total number of hours worked, provided that such policies are reasonable
substitutions for the standard work weeks or tours of duty applicable to said employees.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-114. - Work schedules.
Work schedules shall be prescribed in writing by each appointing authority for all employees under the
appointing authority's jurisdiction. The work schedules, as prescribed by appointing authorities in the Executive
Branch, shall be approved by the County Executive or the County Executive's designee; and the work schedules,
as prescribed by appointing authorities in the Legislative Branch, shall be approved by the County Council as a
body or the County Council's designee. The foregoing shall not be construed to preclude the County Executive
or the County Council, as the case may be, from approving work schedules based upon policies of flexible
working hours, such policies being commonly referred to as "flex-time" or establishing alternative work site
programs that allow work under defined standards.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
DIVISION 3. - CLASSIFICATION.
Sec. 16-115. - Classification policy.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for developing and maintaining a
classification system for all positions in the classified service. The classification plan shall identify job titles and
classification categories.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop and maintain said classification system in
accordance with the following requirements:
(1)
That the same grade be applied to and the same qualification requirements be consistently required for, all
positions in the same class of work based upon the similarity of assigned duties, tasks, and responsibilities; and,
(2)
That the same standards be developed and applied in the review of all positions and classes of work.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
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Sec. 16-116. - Administration of the classification system.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management is hereby assigned the responsibilities and duties stipulated in
Subsection (b), below, to insure that the basic principles of the County's classification system, as set forth in
Section 16-115, above, are properly and effectively executed on a continual basis.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop procedures to administer the classification system
that address the following areas:
(1)
Development and maintenance of class titles;
(2)
Development and maintenance of classes of work with similar skills and salary ranges;
(3)
Development and maintenance of written specifications for the different classes of work;
(4)
Reallocation of encumbered positions;
(5)
Technical assistance to departments, agencies, and offices of County government;
(6)
Reviewing, processing, and approving requests for position reviews or classification changes.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Editor's note— CR-103-1994 approved a Salary Plan amendment to retroactively approve the delay of salary
rate adjustments resulting from approved reallocation requests (desk audits) submitted or approved in FY 1994
or FY 1995.
CR-15-1995 suspended the submission, processing, and implementation of all classification review of
encumbered positions (desk audits) for the June 1994, June and December 1995, and June 1996 cycles. The
Personnel Officer was to report to the Council regarding the necessity of continuing the suspension of the June
1996 employee-requested desk audits by April 30, 1996.
Sec. 16-117. - Responsibilities of appointing authorities and supervisors in the classification process.
(a)
The responsibilities of appointing authorities and supervisors with respect to the County's classification system
shall be as follows:
(1)
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To develop, in consultation with the Director of Human Resources Management, accurate and current position
descriptions for all positions under their jurisdiction;
(2)
To review and, where necessary, update, the position descriptions developed under paragraph (a)(1), above, as
determined by the Director of Human Resources Management;
(3)
To provide incumbents of all positions under their jurisdiction with current copies of said incumbents' applicable
position descriptions as developed and maintained under paragraphs (a)(1) and (2), above;
(4)
To periodically review the status of positions under their jurisdictions and to promptly initiate allocation and
reallocation requests where believed to be necessary;
(5)
To insure that an adequate and accurate presentation of facts is made to the Director of Human Resources
Management at the time of any review of a position or positions under their jurisdiction;
(6)
To be sufficiently familiar with the classification process in order to discuss pertinent facts with position
incumbents at the time of any proposed position classification action;
(7)
To insure that position classification actions are not proposed solely as a means to reward a position incumbent
or as a means of disciplining a position incumbent; and,
(8)
To insure that the assignment of duties, tasks, and responsibilities to any position incumbent:
(A)
Is within the scope of the incumbent's applicable class specification, except as specifically provided otherwise
under the provisions of this Subtitle; and
(B)
Can be supported in the budget in the event that a reallocation to a class of work with a higher grade is
determined to be warranted.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-57-2021)
Sec. 16-118. - Reserved.
Sec. 16-119. - Status of positions in the exempt service.
(a)
There shall be two (2) categories of positions in the exempt service, temporary/seasonal and permanent, defined
as follows:
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(1)
A temporary/seasonal position shall mean any duly authorized and properly allocated position which, by virtue
thereof, shall permit the employment of one (1) person for not more than seven hundred (700) hours in any
twelve (12) month period; and,
(2)
A permanent position shall mean any duly authorized and, where applicable, properly allocated position which,
by virtue thereof, permits the employment of any of the persons in the exempt service, except for members of
boards and commissions; experts or specialists performing temporary services; employees required to be
covered by the State merit system; elected officials whose positions and salary and/or compensation is otherwise
established by County Charter or State statute; and persons occupying temporary/seasonal, exempt service
positions.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-120. - Full-time and part-time position status.
(a)
All of the categories of positions in the classified and exempt services, as defined in Sections 16-118 and 16-119,
above, shall be either full-time positions or part-time positions.
(b)
Full-time and part-time positions shall be defined as follows:
(1)
A full-time position shall mean any classified or exempt service position where the authorization for the position
is intended to permit the employment of one (1) person for the total number of hours within the standard work
week.
(2)
A part-time position shall mean any classified or exempt service position where the authorization for the
position is intended to permit the employment of one (1) person for a stipulated number of hours each pay period
where the total number of hours is less than the total number of hours for a full-time position.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-121. - Details.
(a)
An appointing authority may detail an employee under his/her jurisdiction to temporarily assume all or part of
the duties, tasks, and responsibilities of any position for a period not to exceed ninety (90) consecutive calendar
days, except as provided in Section 16-189(c), or interdepartmentally, when detailed by the County Executive or
the County Executive's designee to any employee within the Executive Branch for a period not to exceed one
hundred twenty (120) consecutive calendar days, except as provided in Section 16-189(c), under the following
circumstances:
(1)
To meet an emergency situation caused by:
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(A)
An abnormal and unanticipated workload;
(B)
A temporary change in the functions of the agency;
(C)
The absence of an incumbent from a position;
(2)
For purposes of training which is designed to:
(A)
Foster career development; or
(B)
Facilitate the goals and timetables established under the County's equal opportunity plan; or
(3)
To accommodate an employee's temporary disability as provided for under Section 16-189(c).
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), above, an appointing authority or the County Executive, as
may be applicable and based upon a demonstrated need of the agency, may extend a detail beyond the initial
period for one additional period not to exceed sixty (60) consecutive calendar days upon the approval of the
Director of Human Resources Management.
(c)
Any such detail shall be effectuated in writing by the appointing authority, or the County Executive or the
County Executive's designee, as appropriate.
(d)
Any employee who is detailed to the same level of duties shall retain their current salary status during the detail
and, upon completion of such detail, shall reassume the regular duties and responsibilities of the position
occupied by the employee. However, where an employee has been detailed to a higher graded position, the
Director of Human Resources Management shall set a salary rate as determined by the appropriate salary plan;
provided, however, an employee's salary rate upon detail shall not be established at a rate less than the minimum
rate or in excess of the maximum rate within the applicable salary range. The foregoing provisions as to upward
salary adjustments shall not apply to any detail effectuated pursuant to paragraph (a)(2)(A) or (B) of this Section
regarding training.
(CB-1-1976; CB-133-1977; CB-98-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-122. - Classification upon group transfer.
(a)
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Whenever a position or a group of positions is converted or made part of the County's personnel system under
the terms of a State or County law or a governmental reorganization proposal issued and approved in accordance
with the provisions of Section 503 of Article V of County Charter, the status of the affected incumbent or
incumbents and position or positions shall be governed and determined by the specific provisions of the law in
relation thereto.
(b)
In the event that the law mandating the conversion of incumbents and positions into the County's personnel
system makes no specific provision governing the incumbents' status and the classification of their positions,
said incumbents' positions shall be transferred to the applicable agency, department, or office and allocated by
the Director of Human Resources Management to comparable classes of work in the classified or exempt
service, as appropriate.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 4. - SALARY.
Sec. 16-123. - Salary policy.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for administering and maintaining the
County's Salary Plan in order to insure the recruitment and retention of qualified persons and the equitable
compensation of all classified service employees.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall recommend general adjustments to all or certain salary
schedules as necessary in order to maintain a reasonably competitive salary structure for the County in relation
to the salary structures prevailing in the County's relevant labor market, after taking into account such factors as
the County's revenue and financial projections, wage adjustment indicators, and productivity measurements.
(c)
The Director of Human Resources Management, at the request of the appointing authority, with the concurrence
of the Chief Administrative Officer and the Director of Management and Budget, shall approve adjustments for
current employees in order to ensure salary equity, to provide that pay for a supervisor is higher than pay for
subordinate employees of the supervisor, or to ensure that compensation is aligned with the employee's relevant
responsibilities, span of control, experience and education which may be above the minimum requirements of
their appropriate class of work and applicable grade.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-124. - Salary determination.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 903 of Article IX of County Charter, the compensation for all employees occupying
positions in the classified and exempt services, except as provided in Subsections (b) and (c) below, shall be
determined in accordance with the County's Classification and Salary Plans.
(b)
Pursuant to Section 402(5) of Article IV of County Charter, the compensation for exempt status employees
occupying the positions of the Chief Administrative Officer and the head of each agency, department, and office
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in the Executive Branch of County government may be determined in accordance with the County Executive's
Pay Plan, if not otherwise established under Subsection (a), above.
(c)
If not established in the County's Classification and Salary Plans, the salaries and wages of elected officials,
members of boards and commissions, experts or specialists performing temporary services, and employees
required to be covered by the State Merit System shall be determined in accordance with other applicable law,
statute, or contract.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-125. - Transmittal, review, and approval of Classification, Salary, and Executive Pay Plans.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 903 of Article IX of County Charter, the County's Classification and Salary Plans, and/or
any proposed amendments thereto, shall be transmitted by the County Executive to the County Council for
legislative action thereon. The Classification Plan and/or any proposed amendments thereto shall be transmitted
in bill form. The Salary Plan and/or any proposed amendments thereto shall be transmitted in resolution form.
(b)
Upon the initial receipt of the Classification or Salary Plans and/or any proposed amendments thereto from the
County Executive, the County Council shall transmit copies thereof to the County Personnel Board for the
Board's comments and recommendations thereon, if any.
(c)
The County Council may amend all or any part of the Classification or Salary Plans and/or any proposed
amendments thereto, except for the addition of items thereto governing employees in the Executive Branch,
prior to taking final legislative action thereon pursuant to Section 317 of Article III of County Charter. However,
the Salary Plan and/or any proposed amendments thereto shall stand approved if the County Council fails to take
final legislative action thereon within sixty (60) calendar days after the date of transmittal thereof by the County
Executive.
(d)
The procedures stipulated in Subsections (a) and (c) of this Section as applicable to the transmittal, review, and
approval of the Salary and Classification Plans and/or proposed pay amendments thereto, shall be similarly
applicable to the transmittal, review, and approval of the County's Executive Pay Plan and/or any proposed
amendments thereto.
(CB-1-1976)
Editor's note— CR-179-1985 approved the leave and benefit program for exempt service employees. CR-771986 adopted amendments to the exempt service leave and benefit program to provide for a disability insurance
program.
CR-14-1988 amended the Salary Plan for exempt status employees to authorize the Chief Administrative Officer
to establish a performance evaluation system and to grant outstanding achievement awards not to exceed ten
percent of the employee's base salary. The Chairman of the Council is authorized to establish a similar program
for exempt status Council employees.
CR-4-1986 approved amendments to the salary plan provisions pertaining to deferred compensation
contributions for exempt service employees.
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CR-41-1995 approved the following amendment to Salary Schedules A (2462 and 2735), B, C, C-O, D, G, H, SO, W, X, and Z: "Any employee separating from County service on or after July 6, 1995, shall not be eligible for
the Discontinued Service Benefit."
CR-4-2003 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, or
pursuant to military action against Iraq and/or North Korea shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein:
Payment of a salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the
employee's base military rate. Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave
without pay status with both the employer and employee contributions of the premium being paid by the
County."
CR-6-2005 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-9-2007 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-4-2009 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-18-2011 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-21-2013 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-10-2015 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
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salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
CR-8-2017 approved the following amendment to all Salary Schedules of the Salary Plan of the County. "Any
employee called up to active military service in response to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, the
resultant war on terrorism or other military action shall be eligible for the benefits set forth herein: Payment of a
salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base rate of pay and the employee's base
military rate of pay, without the exhaustion of the employee's annual, personal and compensatory leave balances.
Eligibility for health care benefits to continue once the employee enters a leave without pay status with both the
employer and the employee contributions of the premium being paid by the County."
Sec. 16-126. - Pay periods.
All employees shall be paid on a biweekly basis.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-127. - Salary rate upon appointment.
(a)
The salary rate for an employee, upon initial appointment to a vacant position in the classified service, shall be
established at an amount aligned with the employee's relevant experience and education in the class of work and
applicable grade.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), above, the Director of Human Resources Management may, at
the request of the appointing authority, approve a rate within the applicable salary range based upon a
consideration of an employee's exceptional qualifications, or an inability to recruit sufficient applicants due to a
labor market shortage in particular classes of work.
(c)
A person who is appointed to a vacant position as a full-time career emergency response technician who has
previously served as an active volunteer firefighter with a volunteer fire or rescue squad department or company
for one or more years, has been a legal resident of the State of Maryland for at least two (2) full calendar years at
the time of making formal application for competitive examination in order to be considered for initial
appointment to the vacant position, and is currently residing within Prince George's County, shall receive the
equivalent of one step of salary credit above the entry salary rate upon the presentation of evidence by such
individual in such manner and form as prescribed by duly developed, approved, and issued personnel procedures
and upon successful completion of training to become an emergency response technician.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-1-1998; CB-22-2000; CB-35-2001; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-128. - Anniversary dates.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall assign an anniversary date to each employee upon said
employee's initial appointment, promotion, demotion, reemployment, and reappointment to a vacant position in
the classified service, or such other date established in the Salary Plan.
(b)
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An employee's anniversary date shall be utilized by the Director of Human Resources Management for purposes
of determining the date for the initiation of official performance evaluations, consideration of subsequent merit
step rate increases, and for application of credit for years served at the maximum rate for employees who are
promoted, demoted, reallocated, displaced, reclassified, or transferred to a vacant position in the classified
service.
(CB-1-1976; CB-30-1982; CB-124-1987; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-129. - Pay increase.
Following initial appointment, subsequent increases in an employee's salary shall only be granted under the
provisions of Section 16-123 and where specifically authorized by the applicable pay plan. Salary increases or
other special compensation payments will be authorized only in cases where the employee's overall performance
appraisal is satisfactory and/or meets expectations or higher. Base pay increases may not exceed the maximum
of the appropriate salary range.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-57-2021)
Sec. 16-130. - Performance plan cycle.
The performance cycle will be based on the employee's anniversary date or the fiscal year (July 1 — June 30) as
determined by the Director of Human Resources Management, during which time specific performance
measures are to be taken in accordance with the administrative procedure established by the Office of Human
Resources Management.
(CB-57-2021)
Sec. 16-131. - Salary rate upon and after promotion.
(a)
The salary rate for an employee promoted to a vacant position in the classified service shall be established by the
Director of Human Resources Management in accordance with the Salary Plan and applicable personnel
procedures; provided, however, an employee's salary rate, upon promotion, shall not be established at a rate less
than the minimum rate or in excess of the highest rate within the applicable salary range.
(b)
Whenever an employee returns to the employee's former position upon the completion of any promotion
authorized under the provisions of Sections 16-148(a)(7)(C), 16-151(b), or 16-178, the employee's salary rate
shall be reestablished by the Director of Human Resources Management as if the employee had remained in the
former position.
(CB-1-1976; CB-73-1979; CB-30-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-124-1987; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-132. - Salary rate upon demotion.
(a)
When an employee is demoted, except for demotions pursuant to the reallocation of a position to a class with a
lower grade, or as set forth in Subsection (c), hereof, the rate within the salary range applicable to the position to
which the employee is demoted shall be established by the Director of Human Resources Management in
accordance with the Salary Plan and applicable personnel procedures.
(b)
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Notwithstanding the above, in no event shall an employee's salary rate, upon demotion, be established at a rate
below the entry level rate or above the highest salary rate within the salary range applicable to the position to
which the employee is demoted.
(c)
In the case of any nondisciplinary demotion, upon written request of the appointing authority, the salary
reduction otherwise required by this Section shall be determined by the Director of Human Resources
Management, subject to the limitations of Subsection (b) and applicable personnel procedures.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-124-1987; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-133. - Salary rate upon reallocation to a class with a lower or higher grade.
(a)
The salary rate of an employee occupying a position which has been reallocated to a class with a lower grade
shall be established by the Director of Human Resources Management at the rate within the salary range
applicable to the class to which the position has been reallocated. However, if the employee's salary rate exceeds
the highest rate within the salary range applicable to the class to which the position has been reallocated, the
Director of Human Resources Management shall establish the salary rate at no more than the highest rate.
(b)
The salary rate of an employee occupying a position which has been reallocated to a class of work with a higher
grade shall be increased by the Director of Human Resources Management in accordance with the established
Salary Plan and applicable personnel procedures.
(CB-1-1976; CB-30-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-25-1995; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-134. - Salary rate upon transfer or reassignment.
The salary rate of an employee who is transferred or reassigned to a vacant position in the classified service shall
be established by the Director of Human Resources Management as the same salary rate the employee received
immediately prior to the effective date of the transfer or reassignment, as the case may be.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-135. - Salary rate upon reclassification.
(a)
Whenever an established class of work is reclassified by increasing the assigned grade, the salary rates of all
employees occupying positions within the class affected by such reclassification shall be established by the
Director of Human Resources Management in accordance with the salary rates authorized by the salary range
applicable to the revised grade; provided, however, that in no event shall any such employee's salary be reduced
by the Director of Human Resources Management as a result of any such reclassification.
(b)
Whenever an established class of work is reclassified by decreasing the assigned grade, the salary rates of all
employees occupying positions within the class affected by such reclassification may remain at the same salary
rate that the employee received immediately prior to the effective date of the reclassification if the employee's
salary does not exceed the maximum of the salary range.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
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Sec. 16-136. - Salary rate upon reinstatement.
(a)
The salary rate of an employee who has been reinstated in the employee's former position shall be established by
the Director of Human Resources Management as the same salary rate the employee received immediately prior
to the effective date of the employee's involuntary separation from the position.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a) of this Section, any such employee's salary rate, upon
reinstatement, shall be adjusted upward or downward in the event that the salary range applicable to the position
the employee occupies, upon reinstatement, has been revised during the period of the employee's involuntary
separation from the position or to adjust for salary changes that may have occurred during the period of
involuntary separation.
(CB-1-1976; CB-30-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-137. - Salary rate upon reemployment.
(a)
The salary rate within the salary range applicable to a vacant position within the classified service which an
employee occupies, upon reemployment, shall be recommended by the employee's appointing authority and
approved by the Director of Human Resources Management. In no event, however, shall the Director of Human
Resources Management establish a salary rate for an employee, upon reemployment, at a rate in excess of the
highest rate within the applicable salary range.
(b)
The salary rate of an employee who has been reemployed in a vacant position in the classified service with a
grade lower than the grade applicable to the position formerly occupied by the employee at the time of the
employee's involuntary separation, shall be established by the Director of Human Resources Management in
accordance with applicable personnel procedures.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-25-1995; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-9-2018)
Sec. 16-138. - Salary rate upon reappointment.
The salary rate within the salary range applicable to a vacant position within the classified service which an
employee occupies, upon reappointment, shall be recommended by the employee's appointing authority and
approved by the Director of Human Resources Management. In no event, however, shall the Director of Human
Resources Management establish a salary rate for an employee, upon reappointment, at a rate in excess of the
highest rate within the applicable salary range.
(CB-1-1976; CB-30-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-139. - Salary rates for authorized overtime.
(a)
Overtime Salary Rates and Eligibility.
(1)
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All full-time employees who are determined to be eligible for overtime salary rates in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the Salary Plan, shall be compensated, in such event, at such special salary rates as are
established under the applicable salary schedules within the Salary Plan for each hour or part thereof worked in
excess of the total number of productive hours which constitute their standard work weeks or tours of duty.
(2)
All part-time employees who are determined to be eligible for overtime salary rates in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the Salary Plan, shall be compensated, in such event, at such special salary rates as are
established under the applicable salary schedules within the Salary Plan for each hour or part thereof worked in
excess of the full-time equivalent of the total number of productive hours which constitute their standard work
weeks or tours of duty.
(b)
Responsibilities of Appointing Authorities. Under the management direction of the County Executive, all
appointing authorities shall be responsible for clearly and specifically directing and authorizing overtime work
for employees under their jurisdictions; and, in the event such overtime is authorized, for insuring that sufficient
funds have been budgeted and approved to support overtime salary costs.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-140. - Severance pay.
(a)
Purpose. Severance pay constitutes compensation to an eligible employee based upon services rendered to the
County when the employee is involuntarily separated from County service pursuant to a reduction-in-force
action.
(b)
Eligibility. All full-time, permanent status employees who have been involuntarily separated from their positions
under a reduction-in-force action, as provided under Section 16-188, may be granted severance pay by the
County Executive if funds have been appropriated for such purpose and if such employees are otherwise eligible
for such pay and can be compensated therefor in accordance with the provisions of this Section. However, the
foregoing shall not apply to any such employee where the employee declines a transfer or reassignment to
another vacant position prior to the effective date of any such separation; provided, however, that any employee
shall be considered to have been involuntarily separated under a reduction-in-force action for the purpose of
eligibility for severance pay if the employee does not decline a transfer or reassignment to another vacant
position and if, upon receiving the required advanced written notice of separation under a reduction-in-force
action from the Director of Human Resources Management, the employee resigns or retires from the position
prior to the effective date of the separation.
(c)
Computation of Severance Pay. The amount of severance pay an eligible employee is entitled to receive shall be
computed by the Director of Human Resources Management as follows:
(1)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall compute for an eligible employee a basic allowance. The
basic allowance shall be computed on the basis of two (2) week's salary at the base salary rate, excluding special
salary rates, the employee received immediately prior to the effective date of the separation for each three (3)
full years of County service.
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(2)
In no event, however, shall an employee's basic allowance, as computed in accordance with subparagraph (c)(1),
above, be less than an amount equal to two (2) week's salary at the base salary rate, excluding special salary
rates, received by the employee immediately prior to the effective date of any involuntary separation described
under Subsection (b), above, provided that the employee had completed one (1) full year of County service
immediately prior to the effective date of any such involuntary separation.
(3)
There shall be no pro-rata computations made with respect to any basic severance pay allowance authorized
under subparagraphs (c)(1) and (2), above.
(4)
Any basic severance pay allowance to which an employee is entitled as of the effective date of any involuntary
separation, as provided under this Section, shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for, any other salary
and compensation the employee is otherwise legally entitled to at the time of any such separation.
(d)
Payment of Severance Pay.
(1)
Upon the effective date of the separation, an employee shall be entitled to receive the employee's total severance
pay allowance, as computed under Subsection (c), above, at biweekly intervals until the total severance pay to
which the employee is entitled has been exhausted.
(2)
Should an employee die before the employee's severance pay is exhausted, the balance of the employee's
severance payments shall continue to be made to the employee's designated beneficiary. In the event there is no
designated beneficiary, said payments shall continue to be made to the employee's estate.
(e)
Cessation of Severance Payments. Severance payments to an employee shall cease, if not exhausted, upon the
reemployment or reappointment of the employee to a position in the classified service. The employee's
appointing authority, upon such reemployment or reappointment, shall immediately notify the agency,
department or office from which funds have been budgeted to support the severance payments that the employee
has been reemployed or reappointed, as the case may be.
(f)
Recredit of Service. Should an employee become subsequently eligible for severance pay, as provided in
Subsections (a) and (b), above, the Director of Human Resources Management shall compute the amount of the
employee's severance pay at the time of a subsequent separation on the basis of all the employee's County
service, as provided in Subsection (c), above, and shall deduct from the number of weeks required to exhaust the
employee's severance pay, as recomputed, the number of weeks for which the employee previously received
severance payments. In no event, however, shall an employee, upon any subsequent involuntary separation,
receive less than two (2) week's pay as required under and subject to, the conditions of paragraph (c)(2), above.
(g)
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Nonapplicability of Severance Pay. The preceding provisions of the Section shall not apply to any employee
who is determined to be eligible for a severance pay allowance thereunder in any event where Prince George's
County, Maryland, is defined as an employer under any State or Federal statute requiring the County to make
payments or contributions for unemployment compensation benefits, and where any such employee has been
determined by the Director of Human Resources Management to be entitled to receive unemployment
compensation benefits under the terms of any such State or Federal statute by virtue of an involuntary separation
under a reduction-in-force action.
(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-141. - Deferral of income.
Except as provided under Section 16-211 with respect to an approved deferred compensation plan, it shall be
wrongful for the County to withhold payments of salary from one (1) calendar year to the following calendar
year or years solely for the purpose of eluding earning limitations imposed under the terms of any Federal or
State statute or existing annuity or pension plans.
(CB-1-1976)
Editor's note— CR-4-1986 approved amendments to the salary plan provisions pertaining to deferred
compensation contributions for exempt-service employees.
Sec. 16-142. - Gross and net salary rates.
(a)
Each employee's gross salary rate shall be the total amount established at the particular rate within the salary
range applicable to the position occupied by the employee plus any additional amounts authorized and received
by the employee pursuant to any of the special salary rate provisions of this Division.
(b)
Each employee's net salary rate shall be the employee's gross salary rate, less any salary deductions required by
law or authorized by the written consent of the employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985)
Sec. 16-143. - Effective dates of salary rate changes.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures establishing the effective
dates of all salary rate changes authorized pursuant to any of the provisions of this Division.
(b)
Any change in an employee's salary rate, as authorized pursuant to any of the provisions of this Subtitle, shall
not be paid to the employee until said change has been approved by the Director of Human Resources
Management.
(c)
In no event shall any salary rate change authorized pursuant to any of the provisions of this Subtitle be made
retroactive by the Director of Human Resources Management unless otherwise required or authorized by law.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
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Editor's note— CR-103-1994 approved a Salary Plan amendment to retroactively approve the delay of salary
rate adjustments resulting from approved reallocation requests (desk audits) submitted or approved in FY 1994
or FY 1995.
CR-18-1995 provided that all salary rate adjustments may be made effective as of the first day of the pay period
in which the adjustment occurs.
Sec. 16-144. - Recovery of unauthorized salary.
In the event that the County determines that a current or former employee has received an unauthorized amount
of salary, the County reserves the right, upon due and proper written notification to the employee, to initiate
appropriate action to recover any such unauthorized amount.
(CB-1-1976)
DIVISION 5. - METHODS OF FILLING POSITIONS.
Sec. 16-145. - Personnel requisitions.
A personnel requisition for the filling of a vacant position shall be initiated by the appointing authority and
forwarded to the Personnel Officer for appropriate action in accordance with established personnel procedures.
No position shall be filled without appropriate certification that a vacancy is anticipated, and that budgeted funds
are available.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-146. - Methods for filling vacant positions.
Vacant positions may be filled either competitively or noncompetitively, as provided in Sections 16-147 and 16148.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985)
Sec. 16-147. - Competitive methods of filling vacant positions.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management may, in consultation with appointing authorities, utilize either of
the following methods to authorize the competitive filling of a vacant position within the classified service:
(1)
The certification of eligibles from a promotion register; or
(2)
The certification of eligibles from a recruitment register.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-148. - Noncompetitive methods of filling vacant positions.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management may utilize any of the following methods to authorize the
noncompetitive filling of a vacant position within the classified service:
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(1)
Reinstatement.
(A)
An appointing authority shall reinstate an employee in the employee's former position in accordance with the
terms of the final decision and order of the County Personnel Board or court of law, as the case may be, granting
the employee the right to be reinstated in the employee's former position.
(B)
The appointing authority shall immediately forward the personnel requisition necessary to authorize the
reinstatement to the Director of Human Resources Management upon receipt of the Board's or the court's order.
In the event that a limited-term status employee is occupying the position, said requisition shall also request the
removal of said limited-term status employee from the position and said employee's return to the employee's
former position by the Director of Human Resources Management, where applicable.
(2)
Reassignment. An appointing authority may reassign an employee under the appointing authority's jurisdiction
without the approval of the Director of Human Resources Management; provided however, that the appointing
authority shall provide the Director of Human Resources Management with written notification of any such
reassignment.
(3)
Intradepartmental or Intraoffice Transfers. An appointing authority may transfer an employee under the
appointing authority's jurisdiction within the same department, agency, or office. In the event any such transfer is
to a vacant position in a different class of work, such transfer shall be subject to the prior approval of the
Director of Human Resources Management with respect to a determination as to whether the employee meets
the qualification requirements applicable to the position to which the transfer is proposed by the appointing
authority; and, in the event that the employee does not meet the applicable qualification requirements, the
Director of Human Resources Management shall disapprove said transfer.
(4)
Interdepartmental or Interoffice Transfers. The transfer of an employee from one (1) department, agency or
office to another department, agency or office shall be subject to the approval of both appointing authorities. In
the event that such a transfer is to a vacant position in a different class of work, such transfer shall be subject to
the prior approval of the Director of Human Resources Management with respect to a determination as to
whether the employee meets the qualification requirements applicable to the position to which the transfer is
proposed by the appointing authority; and, in the event that the employee does not meet the applicable
qualification requirements, the Director of Human Resources Management shall disapprove said transfer.
(5)
Reemployment. Whenever a permanent status employee is separated from County employment under a
reduction-in-force action, the Director of Human Resources Management shall place the employee's name on the
reemployment priority register established for the class and class series from which the employee was separated.
In the event that two (2) or more employees whose names are ranked within the same class on said register have
the same retention points score, it shall be the sole discretion of the appointing authority in interest to determine
which of said employees shall be selected for reemployment in the vacant position under the appointing
authority's jurisdiction. The employee's period of eligibility for such reemployment shall be one (1) calendar
year from the effective date of separation under the reduction-in-force action.
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(6)
Demotion.
(A)
An appointing authority may demote an employee only for one (1) of the following reasons:
(i)
Where the appointing authority has determined that the employee's performance or conduct warrants a demotion
in accordance with the applicable provisions of Sections 16-194 and 16-195;
(ii)
Where the employee's position has been reallocated to a class with a lower grade such that a demotion becomes
necessary as provided under Section 16-175;
(iii)
Where the employee has been determined to have a disability such that a demotion becomes necessary as
provided under Section 16-189(d); or
(iv)
Where the employee, solely as a matter of the employee's own volition, requests a demotion.
(B)
Any such demotion of an employee by the employee's appointing authority shall be subject to the following
further conditions:
(i)
In the event that any such demotion is to a position in a lower graded class, outside of the employee's class
series, such demotion shall be subject to the prior approval of the Director of Human Resources Management
with respect to a determination as to whether the employee meets the qualification requirements applicable to
the position to which the demotion is proposed by the appointing authority; and, in the event that the employee
does not meet the applicable qualification requirements, the Director of Human Resources Management shall
disapprove said demotion; and
(ii)
In the event that any such demotion is to a position located in a different department, agency, or office, such
demotion shall be subject to the prior approval of the appointing authority of the department, agency, or office to
which said demotion has been proposed.
(7)
Noncompetitive Promotions.
(A)
As provided under Section 16-175, whenever an incumbered position is reallocated by the Director of Human
Resources Management to a class with a higher grade, the incumbent thereof shall be noncompetitively
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promoted to the reallocated position provided the incumbent meets the minimum qualifications for the
reallocated position.
(B)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall determine whether there exists a sufficient number of
employees occupying classified service positions in certain classes of work with lower grades to warrant the
announcement of a competitive examination to fill the vacant positions by competitive promotion. Whenever
there are fewer than ten (10) employees eligible to compete for the current or anticipated position, the Director
of Human Resources Management may, based upon established procedures, and in consultation with the
appropriate appointing authorities, authorize the noncompetitive promotion of such eligibles for the purpose of
filling said vacancies at the election of the appointing authority.
(C)
(i)
Subject to the approval of the County Executive or the Chief Administrative Officer, an appointing authority
may noncompetitively promote an employee to serve in a vacant, executive-level position under the appointing
authority's jurisdiction for a period not to exceed one (1) calendar year. The County Executive or the Chief
Administrative Officer shall not approve any such noncompetitive promotion unless the employee to be
promoted meets the qualification requirements applicable to the vacant, executive-level position; provided,
however, that the foregoing shall not apply in the case of qualifications which require a minimum length of
service in another class of work as a condition to eligibility. In addition, the noncompetitive promotion process
can be used to further the equity and parity goals set forth in Section 16-109. Any employee, so promoted, shall
be entitled to return to the position the employee formerly occupied as of the cessation of such noncompetitive
promotion or in the event that the appointing authority, at his/her sole discretion, ends the noncompetitive
promotional assignment at any time during said one (1) calendar year. In the event any such employee's former
position had been abolished during the period of the limited-term promotion, the employee shall be entitled to
return to another position of the same or a comparable grade and class of work. In the event the appointing
authority determines, at the cessation of such noncompetitive promotion, that any such employee's performance
is at least "satisfactory," the appointing authority may permanently promote the employee to the vacant position.
(ii)
Any employee, so promoted, shall be considered to be on an extended period of approved leave without pay
from the employee's former position and, in the event another employee is appointed, reassigned, transferred, or
promoted to the position formerly occupied by such employee, such appointment, reassignment, transfer, or
promotion shall be on a limited-term basis and the employee occupying the position shall be a limited-term
status employee subject to the conditions of Section 16-178.
(iii)
Any employee promoted pursuant to this Section shall retain all of the rights and benefits the employee was
entitled to as a permanent status employee, except as otherwise provided in this Section.
(iv)
The return of an employee to his/her former position in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (i) is not
to be considered an adverse action, nor is it subject to an employee grievance under Section 16-200.
(8)
Reappointment. An appointing authority may, at the appointing authority's discretion, reappoint a permanent
status employee formerly occupying a position in the classified service subject to the following conditions:
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(A)
The former employee had satisfactorily completed the required probationary period and was converted to
permanent status;
(B)
The former employee was not involuntarily separated from the employee's former position under a dismissal
action or a separation-disability action based on total disability;
(C)
The former employee's period of eligibility for reappointment shall be equal to the total length of time the
employee had served in a position in the classified service as of the effective date of separation; provided,
however, that if the employee had previously served at least three (3) full calendar years in a position in the
classified service, there shall be no limitation on any such employee's period of eligibility for reappointment;
(D)
A reappointment to a vacant position in the classified service in the same class of work from which the former
employee was separated shall be subject to the prior approval of the Director of Human Resources Management
only with respect to the conditions stipulated in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), above; and,
(E)
A reappointment to a vacant position in the classified service in a different class of work with a grade equivalent
to the grade of the class from which the former employee was separated, or in the same class of work from
which the former employee was separated where the qualification requirements of the class of work have been,
in the determination of the Director of Human Resources Management, substantively amended during the period
of the former employee's separation, shall be additionally subject to the prior approval of the Director of Human
Resources Management as to whether the former employee meets the qualification requirements of the position
to which reappointment is proposed by the appointing authority. The Director of Human Resources Management
may approve a proposed reappointment of an employee to a vacant position in the classified service where the
position has been allocated to a class of work with a grade higher than the grade of the class from which the
former employee was separated, if the allocation of the position to such higher grade was the result of a
reclassification action during the former employee's period of separation and was reallocated from the same
grade as the class from which the former employee was separated.
(9)
Intergovernmental Transfers.
(A)
Subject to both the approval of the County Executive and the County Council by resolution, the Director of
Human Resources Management may negotiate personnel agreements for intergovernmental transfers with other
governmental agencies not under the direct control of the County which adhere to a competitive personnel
system. Any such agreement shall stipulate the terms and conditions for the transfer of qualified employees from
one agency to another.
(B)
The temporary transfer of an employee from any agency, department, or office of County Government to an
agency, department, or office of the United States, the State of Maryland, a County, a municipality, or any notfor-profit agency that receives County funds, may be made when, in the opinion of the County, sufficient
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benefits from such transfer will inure to the County. When the County proposes such a transfer, it must have the
consent of the affected employee and shall be for a temporary period not to exceed one calendar year.
(10)
Noncompetitive Appointment.
(A)
An appointing authority may noncompetitively appoint a person to fill a vacant position allocated to an unskilled
laborer class of work, and other vacant positions allocated to similar classes of work where it is impractical to
competitively examine and appoint, subject to the prior approval of the Director of Human Resources
Management with respect to whether any such person meets the qualification requirements applicable to any
such vacant position.
(B)
An appointing authority may noncompetitively appoint a person to fill a vacant position allocated to a particular
class of work in any case where specific provisions for such noncompetitive appointments to vacant positions in
designated classes of work have been authorized under State statute; provided however, that any such
appointment shall be subject to the prior approval of the Director of Human Resources Management with respect
to whether any such appointee meets the qualification requirements applicable to any such vacant position.
(C)
An appointing authority may noncompetitively appoint a person who has been competitively appointed to a
trainee or similar position established by the Director of Human Resources Management in accordance with
Section 16-106(b)(11), to fill a vacant position at the entry level in a class series, subject to the prior approval of
the Director of Human Resources Management with respect to whether any such person meets the qualification
requirements applicable to any such vacant position.
(11)
Temporary/Provisional Appointments.
(A)
An appointing authority may make a temporary/provisional appointment of a person to a vacant position in the
classified service where said position is allocated to a class of work for which an eligibility register has not been
established by the Director of Human Resources Management, or where said position is allocated to a class of
work for which an eligibility register has been established but contains the names of nine (9) or fewer eligibles.
Any person, so appointed, shall be in the exempt service and said temporary/provisional appointment shall not
exceed one hundred twenty (120) calendar days in any twelve (12) month period, said period beginning as of the
effective date of said appointment. Temporary/provisional appointments shall not be subject to competitive
examining procedures; provided, however, that the Director of Human Resources Management shall not
authorize the temporary/provisional appointment of a person to a vacant position in the classified service if the
person does not meet the qualification requirements applicable to the particular vacant position.
(B)
Any person appointed under the terms of a temporary/provisional appointment shall be required to file an
examination application with the Director of Human Resources Management upon the announcement of the
recruitment examination for competitive appointment to the position which the employee is occupying under the
temporary/provisional appointment; and, in the event said person's name is not on the certification list for such
competitive appointment or such person's name is on the certification list but the person is not selected, the
appointing authority shall remove said person from the position. In the event that the person is competitively
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appointed to the position, the person shall be converted to probationary status and, by virtue thereof, shall be
subject to the provisions of Division 9 for the purpose of determining said person's right to be converted to
permanent status.
(12)
Temporary/Emergency Appointments.
(A)
When an emergency situation makes it impossible for an appointing authority to competitively appoint an
eligible from a certification list derived to fill a vacant position in the classified service, the appointing authority
may appoint, upon prior notification to the Director of Human Resources Management, any person to such
vacant position whom the appointing authority determines meets the qualification requirements applicable to the
particular position. Any person, so appointed, shall be in the exempt service and said temporary/emergency
appointment shall not exceed sixty (60) consecutive calendar days in any twelve (12) month period, such period
beginning as of the effective date of said appointment.
(B)
An appointing authority shall only be authorized to make one (1) temporary/emergency appointment in any
twelve (12) month period to a given vacant position in the classified service.
(C)
As used in this subparagraph, the term "emergency situation" shall not be construed to include any condition or
situation for which the appointing authority had reasonable notice or, with due diligence, should have had
previous knowledge.
(D)
The appointing authority shall remove any person appointed under the terms of a temporary/emergency
appointment no later than the expiration of said sixty (60) calendar day period.
(b)
Subject to the approval of the County Executive by Executive Order, an appointing authority may
noncompetitively appoint an individual to a vacant position in the classified service of the County:
(1)
When the County, as the result of a governmental reorganization under Section 503 of the Charter, has assumed
the functions of another governmental agency or office which employs the individual and the position is
comparable to the individual's former position with that agency or office; or
(2)
When such position requires the performance of job duties, tasks, and responsibilities substantially the same as,
or identical to, the individual's current job description and was performed by the individual as an employee of an
existing or former governmental agency or office which provides services related to the operation of a County
agency; or
(3)
When the County, pursuant to Section 817 of the Charter, has revised a department or agency work program by
reducing the appropriation to such department or agency and reorganizing the assignment of functions, powers,
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and duties of such department or agency such that the Director of Human Resources Management determines
that the classification and/or status of an incumbent or incumbents should be appropriately reallocated, in
accordance with the mission, goals, and objectives included in the written revised work program submitted by
the County Executive and transmitted to the County Council; and
(4)
When, in either of the above circumstances, the Director of Human Resources Management determines that the
individual meets all other requirements for the vacant position.
(c)
Any individual appointed to a vacant position under Subsection (b) shall be entitled to the same terms and
conditions of employment as an employee who has been transferred.
(CB-1-1976; CB-49-1985; CB-107-1985; CB-98-1992; CB-25-1994; CB-22-2000; CB-6-2003; CB-91-2003)
Editor's note— CR-55-1981 approved reciprocal transfers between the County and the Sheriff's Department.
Sec. 16-149. - Human resources forecasting.
The Director of Human Resources Management, in consultation with appointing authorities, shall develop and
maintain programs designed to identify projected vacancies in the classified service in order to provide for the
filling of such vacancies on a timely basis.
(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-150. - Nepotism.
No appointing authority shall fill or request to fill any vacant position in the classified service under the
appointing authority's jurisdiction through any of the methods for filling vacant positions, as stipulated in
Sections 16-147 and 16-148 above, with a member of the appointing authority's family. As used in this Section,
the term "family" shall mean and include the appointing authority's spouse, child, parent, grandparent,
grandchild, brother, sister, brother- or sister-in-law, mother- or father-in-law, or son- or daughter-in-law.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
DIVISION 6. - COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS.
Sec. 16-151. - Promotion and recruitment policy.
(a)
In order to provide quality public service, it shall be the policy of Prince George's County to make employment
with Prince George's County attractive as a career. To that end, the County will seek to recruit applicants
dedicated to providing outstanding service and possessing the potential for future growth and development, and
to offer promotional opportunities to employees who have demonstrated commitment, skills, and abilities.
(b)
In order to provide appointing authorities with better capability to review and assess the performance of
employees whom they have promoted into vacant positions under their jurisdictions, and at the same time to
better protect the career progress of such employees at the time of such promotions, appointing authorities shall
be authorized, at their discretion, to competitively or noncompetitively promote employees to vacant positions
under their jurisdictions on a limited-term basis for a period not to exceed six (6) calendar months. Any
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employee, so promoted, shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges as afforded other limited-term
promotions.
(c)
Appointing authorities will be given the flexibility to develop job-related qualifications and interview
requirements in order to effectively select the best qualified candidate, subject to the approval of the Director of
Human Resources Management.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-152. - Announcement of promotional and recruitment examinations.
The Director of Human Resources Management shall determine the appropriate method of announcing vacant
positions in accordance with Sections 16-147 and 16-148 and in consultation with appropriate appointing
authorities or their designees.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-153. - Reserved.
Sec. 16-154. - Contents and distribution of promotional and recruitment examination announcements.
(a)
Contents. In addition to such information as the Director of Human Resources Management may deem as
necessary or appropriate, each announcement of a competitive promotional or recruitment examination, as
provided above, shall include the following information:
(1)
An identification of the class of work and the number of existing and/or projected vacant positions for which the
examination has been announced;
(2)
A description of required duties, tasks, and responsibilities and the minimum qualification requirements to be
eligible for promotion or appointment;
(3)
An identification of the grade and the salary range or entry salary rate applicable to the class of work;
(4)
An identification of where, when, and in what format an applicant must respond to said announcement. The
closing date for applicant submissions shall be in accordance with established personnel procedures; and
(5)
The date of merger on and the duration of, the eligibility register as derived from the examination.
(b)
Distribution.
(1)
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The Director of Human Resources Management shall distribute copies of each competitive promotional
examination announcement to all appointing authorities within County government on a timely basis
coincidental with the effective date of the issuance of such announcements. All appointing authorities shall be
responsible for insuring that copies of such announcements, upon receipt thereof from the Director of Human
Resources Management, are posted at conspicuous places and locations within their departments, agencies, or
offices which are readily accessible to their employees.
(2)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall provide for the distribution of each competitive
recruitment examination announcement through the posting of said announcements at conspicuous locations and
places within each County department, agency, and office which are readily accessible to employees and at other
conspicuous locations which are readily accessible to the general public. The Director of Human Resources
Management may also provide for the distribution of said announcement through other appropriate means,
including advertisement in newspapers, journals, and on-line publications.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-32-2020)
Sec. 16-155. - Special examination announcements.
(a)
Where the Director of Human Resources Management determines that a particular vacant classified service
position within a class of work has characteristics which make it unique to or unrepresentative of, all other
positions allocated to said class of work, the Director of Human Resources Management may announce a special
competitive promotional or recruitment examination, whichever is required as provided in Section 16-152,
above, applicable only to the particular vacant position.
(b)
In the event any such special competitive promotional or recruitment examination is announced, the provisions
of Section 16-154, above, shall apply to such announcement with respect to its contents and distribution, except
that the announcement may cite the position title and position description in lieu of the class title and class
standard for the particular vacant position.
(c)
As used in this Section, a position is unique to or unrepresentative of, other positions within the same class of
work if, on the basis of the location of the position within a given department, agency, or office, the position
should be most appropriately occupied by an eligible who can accommodate atypical or unusual working
conditions and/or by an eligible who possesses specialized knowledge, skills, or abilities if said knowledge,
skills or abilities are consistent with the qualification requirements applicable to the particular position.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-156. - Qualification requirements.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for developing, in consultation with
appointing authorities, where appropriate, a qualification requirements statement for each established class of
work which specifies the minimum qualifications requisite for any person to initially occupy and continue to
occupy any position allocated to a particular class of work.
(b)
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The Director of Human Resources Management shall insure that each such qualification requirements statement,
as developed, is limited in its contents to include only those occupational requirements which are realistic and
job-related in nature and, as such:
(1)
Measure and predict only a person's aptitude or ability to satisfactorily perform the duties, tasks, and
responsibilities required to occupy and continue to occupy any position in an established class of work; and,
(2)
Eliminate artificial, arbitrary, and unnecessary barriers to employment and/or continued employment.
(c)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall periodically evaluate the qualification requirements
statement for each class of work established in the Classification Plan in accordance with established personnel
procedures.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-157. - Examination contents and methodology.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for the development of competitive
promotional and recruitment examinations which shall be based on the qualification requirements applicable to
the vacant position or positions for which such examinations are announced by the Director of Human
Resources Management. The Director of Human Resources Management may consult with appointing
authorities in the development of such qualification requirements.
(b)
Any such examination shall include, but not be limited to, any of the following types of tests:
(1)
Written, oral, and/or performance tests;
(2)
Measurements of education and/or training and experience; or
(3)
Any appropriate combination of the foregoing tests and measurements.
(c)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall also be responsible for routinely assessing the accuracy,
validity, predictability, and utility of such examinations.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-158. - Examination administration.
(a)
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The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for insuring that examination
administration procedures, including, but not limited to, testing facilities, equipment, examination directions and
instructions, and oral interview methods, are conducive to the equitable and reliable assessment of each
promotional or recruitment applicant's abilities and aptitudes.
(b)
Whenever the Director of Human Resources Management has reason to believe that standardized examination
procedures would tend to cause an unreasonable impediment to, or an inaccurate measurement of, the ability or
aptitude of a promotional or recruitment applicant who has a demonstrated disability, the Director of Human
Resources Management shall, where feasible, provide a reasonable alternative or accommodation to such
standardized procedures in order to provide for a more accurate measurement of any such applicant's ability or
aptitude.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-159. - Examination ratings.
The Director of Human Resources Management shall apply the same rating system to all applicants who are
determined to be eligible for competitive promotion or appointment to vacant positions in a particular class of
work. The Director of Human Resources Management shall determine the appropriate use of nominal, ordinal,
and numerical ratings and shall ensure sufficiency of the rating process. Where appropriate, the Director of
Human Resources Management may apply an alternative rating system for particular positions in a class of
work, including rating by minimum qualifications. Such determination must include a consideration of the
critical nature of the vacancy(ies) and the appropriateness and uniformity of the criteria.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-160. - Notification of eligibility, rating, and standing on register.
(a)
Any person who has taken a competitive examination for promotion or appointment to a vacant position or
positions within a given class of work shall, thereafter, be notified, in writing, by the Director of Human
Resources Management of the person's eligibility or ineligibility for promotion or appointment, as appropriate.
(b)
If any such person is determined to be ineligible, the written notification shall state the reasons for such
determination of ineligibility, and:
(1)
Where said person is an applicant for competitive promotion, the notice shall also describe the employee's right
to initiate a grievance with respect to such determination in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-200;
(2)
The notice shall also state the person's right to inspect all applicable examination documents and materials as
provided in Section 16-161; and
(3)
The notice shall also advise any such ineligible of any procedures governing retesting.
(c)
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If any such person is determined to be eligible, the written notification shall state:
(1)
The person's examination rating;
(2)
The person's order or standing on the eligibility register as of a specified date;
(3)
The person's right to inspect all applicable examination documents and materials, as provided in Section 16-161;
(4)
The duration of the person's eligibility on the applicable eligibility register and the person's rights to reestablish
eligibility, as provided in Section 16-164, below;
(5)
The anticipated date or dates of certification from the eligibility register and the procedures for consideration by
the appointing authority if the person's name is on the certification list;
(6)
The person's right to initiate a grievance with respect to such rating in accordance with the provisions of Section
16-200 if the person is an eligible seeking competitive promotion; and
(7)
Any other information the Director of Human Resources Management deems as necessary or appropriate.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-5-2003; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-161. - Maintenance and inspection of examination papers.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall maintain on file all the examination documents and
materials, including any performance evaluations, of each person who has taken a competitive examination for
promotion or appointment to any vacant position or positions with a given class of work. Unless longer retention
periods are otherwise required by law or statute, said examination documents and materials shall be maintained
for a period of three (3) calendar years from the date the Director of Human Resources Management issues the
required written notification of eligibility, examination rating, and standing on the register to the person or for
the period of the duration of the person's eligibility on the eligibility register, whichever is longer.
(b)
Any such person shall have the right to inspect said person's examination documents and materials during the
period of retention and maintenance thereof by the Director of Human Resources Management. When a
competitive examination involves ratings derived from the judgments of subject matter experts, the individual
ratings assigned by such experts shall not be available for inspection by the person in interest. However, a
composite rating for each part of the examination which is judged by such experts shall be made available to the
person in interest.
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(c)
Each person's examination documents and materials shall be deemed to be confidential information and, as such,
shall not be made available by the Director of Human Resources Management to the general public for
inspection; except that the following persons shall be entitled to inspect any person's examination documents
and materials, in addition to the person in interest:
(1)
Any person to whom the person in interest has given prior written authorization; and
(2)
An appointing authority where the name of the person in interest appears as an eligible on a certification list
referred to such appointing authority by the Director of Human Resources Management.
(d)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures delineating those
examination documents available for inspection to those parties identified under Subsection (c), above. Said
procedures shall provide any of said parties reasonable access to test materials while at the same time providing
for the security and integrity of the examination materials.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 7. - ELIGIBILITY REGISTERS.
Sec. 16-162. - Establishment and maintenance of eligibility registers.
(a)
Responsibilities. The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for the establishment and
maintenance of eligibility registers for the purpose of certifying eligibles therefrom for competitive promotion or
appointment, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a given class of work within the classified
service. No certification list shall be established by the Director of Human Resources Management for the
purpose of competitive promotion or appointment to a vacant position or positions in a given class of work
within the classified service unless said list is derived from the eligibility register established to fill vacant
positions within a particular class of work.
(b)
Continuous Registers.
(1)
An eligibility register shall be established and maintained by the Director of Human Resources Management in
order to fill vacant positions in a particular class of work by competitive promotion or appointment, as
appropriate, where the number of positions allocated to said class, in combination with the annual attrition rate
of incumbents of positions within said class, upon the determination of the Director of Human Resources
Management, require a reasonably continuous supply of eligibles.
(2)
The Director of Human Resources Management may temporarily close any continuous register, as described in
subparagraph (b)(1), above, during any period of time when the number of eligibles thereon exceeds the number
of existing or projected vacant positions within the class of work for which the register had been established by
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the Director of Human Resources Management. However, whenever a continuous register has been temporarily
closed by the Director of Human Resources Management for a period of twelve (12) months, the Director of
Human Resources Management shall, in such event, reopen the register and announce a competitive promotional
or recruitment examination, as appropriate, in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-152. On the basis of
such promotional or recruitment examination announcement, the Director of Human Resources Management
shall conduct the appropriate competitive examination of applicants and shall rate the eligible candidates and
notify said eligibles of their ratings and their standing on the register, as provided in Section 16-160.
(3)
After any continuous eligibility register has been initially established by the Director of Human Resources
Management, the merger of the names of additional eligibles on said register thereafter shall be governed by the
dates for merger as are stated in the applicable promotional or recruitment examination announcement.
(c)
Temporary Registers.
(1)
Where the number of positions allocated to a particular class of work and/or the annual attrition rate of
incumbents of positions within said class does not, upon the determination of the Director of Human Resources
Management, necessitate the establishment and maintenance of a continuous eligibility register, as described in
Subsection (b), above, the Director of Human Resources Management shall establish a temporary eligibility
register for the purpose of filling a position or positions within such class of work at the time such position or
positions become vacant.
(2)
Upon the competitive promotion or appointment, as appropriate, of an eligible or eligibles to the vacant position
or positions within a given class of work for which the temporary eligibility register was established by the
Director of Human Resources Management, then, and in such event, the Director of Human Resources
Management shall void such eligibility register.
(d)
Order of Names on Promotional Register.
(1)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall arrange the names of all eligibles on any promotion
eligibility register, whether continuous or temporary, in descending order with the name or names of the eligible
or eligibles assigned the highest rating placed at the top of any such register.
(2)
Where the names of eligibles are arranged on any such promotion eligibility register in accordance with the
provisions above, on the basis of nominal ratings, the Director of Human Resources Management shall order the
names of all eligibles within the same nominal rating group alphabetically.
(e)
Order of Names on Recruitment Registers. The Director of Human Resources Management shall first arrange
the names of all eligibles on any recruitment eligibility register, whether continuous or temporary, in descending
order with the name or names of the eligible or eligibles assigned the highest rating placed at the top of any such
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register. Then, the final order of the names of all eligibles on such register shall be determined in accordance
with the following procedures:
(1)
Numerical or Ordinal Ratings. Where the eligibles on any such register have been assigned numerical or ordinal
ratings, the range of the ratings on such register shall be divided into three (3) separate subranges, as appropriate,
based on the nature of the range of ratings.
(2)
Nominal Ratings. Where the eligibles on any register have been assigned nominal ratings, the Director of
Human Resources Management shall arrange the names of all eligibles within each nominal group
alphabetically.
(f)
Preference order. The Director of Human Resources Management shall then arrange the names of all eligibles
within each such subrange into the following priority categories:
(1)
All disabled veteran eligibles, if any, shall be ordered, by rating, first on the list;
(2)
All nondisabled veteran eligibles, if any, shall be ordered, by rating, second on the list;
(3)
All eligibles, if any, who are "displaced homemakers" shall be ordered, by rating, third on the list;
(4)
All other eligibles, if any, who have certified on their examination applications that they are currently residing
within Prince George's County shall be ordered, by rating, fourth on the list; and
(5)
All other eligibles, if any, who have certified on their examination applications that they are not currently
residing within Prince George's County shall be ordered, by rating, in the last priority category.
(CB-1-1976; CB-133-1981; CB-123-1984; CB-92-1993; CB-1-1998; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-163. - Conditions for granting of preferences.
(a)
Veteran's Preference. Pursuant to the requirements of Section 48 of Article 96 1/2 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, any person whose name appears as an eligible on any established recruitment eligibility register shall
be entitled to the veteran's preference considerations granted under Section 16-162, above, with respect to
priority ordering on any such eligibility register if said person satisfies the following conditions:
(1)
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The person presents evidence of separation from any branch of the United States Armed Forces under honorable
conditions after at least one hundred and eighty (180) days of active military duty, in such manner and form as
described in duly developed, approved and issued personnel procedures;
(2)
The person has been a legal resident of the State of Maryland for at least five (5) full calendar years at the time
of making formal application for a competitive examination in order to be considered for initial appointment to a
vacant position in the classified service; and
(3)
If the person is a disabled veteran, the person presents evidence of a permanent, service-related disability of
thirty percent (30%) or more for which said person is receiving disability compensation payments from the
United States Veteran's Administration and/or any branch of the United States Armed Forces in such manner and
form as prescribed in duly developed, approved and issued personnel procedures.
(b)
Veteran's Surviving Spouse. The veteran's preference considerations granted under Section 16-162, above, shall
be extended to any unmarried surviving spouse of a deceased veteran upon the presentation of evidence by such
spouse in such manner and form as prescribed in duly developed, approved, and issued personnel procedures
that:
(1)
The person has been a legal resident of the State of Maryland for at least five (5) full calendar years at the time
of making formal application for competitive examination in order to be considered for initial appointment to a
vacant position in the classified service;
(2)
The person is unmarried and is the legally recognized spouse of a deceased veteran;
(3)
The deceased veteran had been honorably discharged from any branch of the United States Armed Forces; and
(4)
If the deceased veteran was disabled, the disability was a permanent, service-related disability of thirty percent
(30%) or more for which the veteran was receiving, at the time of death, disability compensation payments from
the United States Veteran's Administration and/or any branch of the United States Armed Forces.
(c)
"Displaced Homemakers" Preference. The preference considerations granted to "displaced homemakers" shall
be extended to any individual upon the presentation of evidence by such individual in such manner and form as
prescribed by duly developed, approved, and issued personnel procedures that:
(1)
The person has been a legal resident of the State of Maryland for at least five (5) full calendar years at the time
of making formal application for competitive examination in order to be considered for initial appointment to a
vacant position in the classified service and is currently residing within Prince George's County;
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(2)
The person is over thirty-five (35) years of age;
(3)
The person has not been gainfully employed on a substantially full-time basis for the past five (5) calendar years
because the person has worked for the person's family in the family home; and
(4)
The person has had or would have difficulty in finding employment; and
(5)
(A)
The person has depended on the income of a family member and has lost that income as a result of separation,
divorce, or the death or disability of that family member; or
(B)
The person has depended on government assistance as the parent of dependent children and is no longer eligible
for such assistance.
(CB-1-1976; CB-133-1981; CB-123-1984; CB-1-1998; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-164. - Duration of eligibility.
(a)
Continuous Registers. The duration of a person's eligibility on a continuous eligibility register shall be
determined in accordance with procedures promulgated by the Director of Human Resources Management. The
Director of Human Resources Management shall notify any eligible applicant, in writing, of the removal of the
eligible's name from any eligibility register for just cause. Criteria for removal may include, but not be limited
to, the applicant knowingly making a false statement, the unreasonable refusal of offers of promotion or
appointment or failure to respond to requests for interviews, or failing to report to work after accepting an offer
of employment. Any such written notice shall state the eligible applicant's right to initiate a grievance with
respect to such removal in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-200 if the eligible is seeking
competitive promotion.
(b)
Temporary Registers.
(1)
The duration of a person's eligibility on a temporary eligibility register shall be determined in accordance with
procedures promulgated by the Director of Human Resources Management.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-5-2003; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-165. - Responsibility of eligibles.
It shall be the responsibility of any person whose name appears as an eligible on any eligibility register to notify
the Director of Human Resources Management, in writing, of any material change in the information originally
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recorded on the examination application or any other related form or document by said eligible.
(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 8. - CERTIFICATION.
Sec. 16-166. - Certification from eligibility registers.
(a)
Whenever the Director of Human Resources Management determines that a vacant position or positions in a
particular class of work within the classified service should be filled through the competitive promotion or the
competitive recruitment process, the Director of Human Resources Management shall certify a list to the
appointing authority from the eligibility register established to fill vacancies in that class of work. The Director
of Human Resources Management shall certify a sufficient number of eligible applicants to insure that the
appointing authority has the ability to select the best qualified candidate for the affected position. The Director
of Human Resources Management shall determine the number of eligibles to be certified based upon the
examination methodology, the rating system, and size of the applicant pool.
(b)
Upon the request from an appointing authority for a list of eligibles, where said eligibles will be drawn from an
existing eligibility register, the Director of Human Resources Management shall make every reasonable effort to
forward the requested certification list to the appointing authority within ten (10) working days of the date of the
receipt of such request. In the case where no eligibility register exists at the time a request for eligibles is
received, the Director of Human Resources Management shall make every reasonable effort to forward the
requested certification list to the appointing authority within ten (10) working days after the date the eligibility
register has been established.
(c)
The certificate of eligibles shall be drawn from the top of the register of eligibles in order of descending scores
or ratings, consistent with the rating system utilized for testing and ranking applicants, the conditions of
employment stated in the announcement, and in accordance with established procedures. The Director of Human
Resources Management, in consultation with the appointing authority, may determine that, in order to
expediently secure an appropriate candidate pool, an alternative certification may be used. In such cases, the
Director of Human Resources Management may certify to the appointing authority the names of all eligibles
who meet the minimum qualifications for the affected position or class of work.
(d)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall add to the certification list the names of additional
eligibles under any one (1) of the following sets of circumstances:
(1)
Where the Director of Human Resources Management has subjected any competitive promotional or recruitment
examination, as developed pursuant to Section 16-157, to tests of reliability and validity and, on the basis of the
data resultant from such tests, the Director of Human Resources Management has made a finding that the ratings
assigned to the eligibles on the basis of any such examination do not accurately reflect the most qualified
eligibles for promotion or appointment, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in a particular class of
work; then, and in such event, the Director of Human Resources Management shall correct such examination
inaccuracies through the placement of the names of an additional number of eligibles on the certification list
from the applicable eligibility register at the time of certification based on the data resultant from such
examination tests;
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(2)
Where an appointing authority requests that the name or names of an additional eligible or eligibles be added to
the original certification list because the original list is depleted of eligibles. In any such event, the Director of
Human Resources Management shall certify the name or names of the additional eligible or eligibles, as
necessary, beginning with the name of the eligible next in line for certification on the applicable eligibility
register.
(e)
An appointing authority may request, in writing, that the Director of Human Resources Management withhold
from certification the name of any eligible whom the appointing authority had previously considered for at least
one (1) vacant position in the same class of work within the past three (3) years. Upon the approval of the
Director of Human Resources Management, the name of such eligible shall be withheld from the certification
list forwarded to the appointing authority with respect to any vacant position within the particular class of work,
unless and until the appointing authority rescinds such request.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-167. - Certification from alternative eligibility registers.
(a)
As stipulated in Section 16-166, the Director of Human Resources Management shall derive each certification
list from the eligibility register established to fill a vacant position or positions in a particular class of work.
However, if at the time of personnel requisition to fill a position the appropriate eligibility register has not been
established or the appropriate eligibility register, although established, does not contain the names of a sufficient
number of eligibles to permit certification therefrom, the Director of Human Resources Management may derive
the necessary certification list from an alternative eligibility register.
(b)
For purposes of this Section, an "alternative eligibility register" shall mean any eligibility register established to
fill vacant positions in a comparable class of work with the same grade and equivalent qualification
requirements or in classes of work with higher grades within the same class series.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-168. - Consideration of eligibles.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall establish procedures for the consideration of eligible
applicants.
(b)
Adherence to Equal Employment Opportunity Plans. In the process of considering an eligible or eligibles on a
certification list for promotion or appointment, as appropriate, to a vacant position or positions in the classified
service, each appointing authority shall adhere to the selection goals and timetables established in the County's
current equal employment opportunity plan, said plan being developed and approved in accordance with the
procedures set forth in the executive order required to be issued under Section 16-109(b). In addition to such
other duties and responsibilities as are assigned under the aforesaid executive order, the Director of Human
Resources Management shall be responsible for continually monitoring each appointing authority's adherence to
the County's equal employment opportunity plan in the process of selecting eligibles from certification lists for
promotion and appointment.
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(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 9. - PROBATION.
Sec. 16-169. - Probation policy.
(a)
The probationary period applicable to certain employees upon appointment and reappointment to vacant
positions in the classified service shall be regarded as the final stage in the examination process of said
employees and, as such, shall constitute that period of time during which the appointing authority and, where
applicable, the supervisor, shall closely observe and review the work of each such employee for the purpose of
determining whether each such employee demonstrates the ability and aptitude to satisfactorily perform the
duties, tasks, and responsibilities of the position on a routine and continual basis.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures which specify the duration
of the probationary period for each class of work established in the classified service, except for uniformed
employees occupying public safety classes of work within the Police, Fire, and Sheriff's Departments.
(c)
The probationary period for any person appointed to a trainee or similar position established by the Director of
Human Resources Management in accordance with Section 16-106(b)(11) shall be the period of the person's
appointment to such position and the applicable probationary period for any other position to which the person is
subsequently appointed.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-170. - Responsibilities of appointing authorities and supervisors during the probationary period.
(a)
Each appointing authority and, where applicable, supervisor, shall have the following responsibilities with
respect to each probationary status employee under their respective jurisdictions:
(1)
To properly explain to the employee the duties, tasks, and responsibilities of the employee's position and to
otherwise assist in orienting the employee to the general operations of County government;
(2)
To insure that the employee is provided with the supplies and other equipment necessary to perform the duties,
tasks, and responsibilities of the employee's position; and,
(3)
To periodically confer with the employee as regards the employee's performance and to make corrective and
remedial suggestions and actions, as deemed necessary, in regard thereto.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-171. - Disciplinary actions during the probationary period.
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(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (c), below, at any time during the probationary period of an employee, an
appointing authority and, where authorized, a supervisor may initiate and take any disciplinary action
specifically authorized under Sections 16-193 and 16-194 against any such probationary status employee as
deemed necessary and appropriate by the appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be.
(b)
Any disciplinary action, other than dismissal, initiated and taken by an appointing authority or supervisor against
a probationary status employee, as provided in Subsection (a), above, which constitutes an adverse action shall
be processed in accordance with the procedures stipulated under Section 16-201(a).
(c)
Notwithstanding any provision in Section 16-193 or 16-194 which may be to the contrary, at any time during the
probationary period, an appointing authority may remove an employee if in the opinion of the appointing
authority such employee is unable or unwilling to perform the duties of the position satisfactorily or the
employee's conduct does not merit continued employment with the County.
(1)
Dismissal of a probationary status employee shall become effective five (5) working days after the appointing
authority has given the employee a written notice of specific reasons for dismissal.
(2)
When dismissal of a probationary status employee is based on an act or acts which permit suspension of the
employee under Section 16-193(c)(4)(D), such suspension may be combined as a part of the five (5) working
days between notice of dismissal and the effective date of dismissal.
(3)
The appointing authority shall, upon presentation of a written notice of dismissal, provide the employee with a
written statement of reasons for the dismissal.
(CB-1-1976; CB-100-1979; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-172. - Conversion of probationary status employees and extension of probationary period.
(a)
Unless a probationary status employee is dismissed during the employee's probationary period, any such
employee shall be converted to permanent status as of the effective date of the expiration of the probationary
period applicable to each such employee.
(b)
Extensions to the probationary period may be requested by the appointing authority to the Director of Human
Resources Management for the following reasons:
(1)
In the event that a probationary status employee is absent from the employee's position on authorized and
approved leave for a substantial period of time due to extenuating circumstances beyond the employee's control
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such that, in the judgment of the employee's appointing authority, a proper evaluation of the employee's
performance cannot reasonably be made before the expiration of the employee's probationary period; or
(2)
In the event that a substantial change in employee duties or a change in supervisor occurs during the
probationary period and that change precludes a proper evaluation of the employee's performance.
(c)
Any such request for an extension of an employee's probationary period, as provided in Subsection (b), above,
shall be:
(1)
Made in writing and shall state the specific facts and circumstances justifying the request and the recommended
period of time for the extension;
(2)
Signed by the appointing authority and the employee in interest so as to indicate their mutual consent for the
request; and
(3)
Delivered to the Director of Human Resources Management in advance of the expiration of the employee's
probationary period.
(d)
Upon receipt of any such request from an appointing authority, the Director of Human Resources Management
shall approve the request if the Director of Human Resources Management finds that the request satisfies the
conditions stipulated in Subsection (b), above, and has been submitted in accordance with the procedures
stipulated in Subsection (c), above; provided, however, that the Director of Human Resources Management shall
not approve any request for an extension of an employee's probationary period for a period of time in excess of
six (6) calendar months.
(e)
In the event that the Director of Human Resources Management approves a request for an extension of an
employee's probationary period, the employee in interest shall be converted to permanent status, as provided in
Subsection (a), above, as of the effective date of the expiration of such extension period, unless the employee is
dismissed prior to the expiration of such extension period.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-173. - Appeals.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 16-200 and 16-201, a probationary status employee shall only be
entitled to appeal an adverse action, and shall only be entitled to initiate a grievance where any such employee
alleges that the basis of removal or acts of an appointing authority constituting the basis of a grievance as the
case may be, were illegal or that a written statement as required under Section 16-171(c)(3) was not provided the
employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-100-1979; CB-97-1982; CB-22-2000)
1684/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

DIVISION 10. - EMPLOYEE STATUS.
Sec. 16-174. - Employee status upon appointment.
(a)
Probationary Status Employee. A probationary status employee shall mean any employee who is newly
appointed or reappointed to a position in the classified service and who is required to complete a probationary
period unless otherwise provided under this Subtitle. All probationary status employees shall be entitled to the
rights and benefits specifically granted to permanent status employees under the provisions of this Subtitle
except as provided under Section 16-173 with respect to appeal and grievance rights and under Section 16-188
with respect to retention rights under a separation-reduction-in-force action.
(b)
Permanent Status Employee. A permanent status employee shall mean any employee who has satisfactorily
completed a probationary period in accordance with personnel procedures developed pursuant to this Subtitle.
All permanent status employees shall be entitled to all the rights and benefits granted under the provisions of this
Subtitle to classified service employees.
(CB-1-1976; CB-25-1995; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-175. - Employee status upon reallocation.
When the Director of Human Resources Management reallocates an incumbered, classified service position to a
higher or lower grade of work, the incumbent of the position will remain a permanent status employee in
accordance with applicable personnel procedures.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-176. - Employee status upon reclassification.
Whenever an established class of work in the Classification Plan is revised through reclassification by assigning
a different grade to said class, such reclassification shall be applicable to all incumbents of positions allocated to
said class, as revised.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-177. - Employee status upon classification.
Whenever the Classification Plan is amended through classification by abolishing an established class of work,
such classification shall abolish all positions allocated to said class. All incumbents of positions which are
abolished through such classification action shall be separated from their positions in accordance with the
separation-reduction-in-force procedures set forth in Section 16-188.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-178. - Limited-term employee status.
(a)
A limited-term status employee shall mean any employee who is competitively or noncompetitively appointed,
reassigned, transferred, or competitively or noncompetitively promoted to a classified service position, where
said position:
(1)
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Has been vacated by the incumbent for an extended period of time by virtue of an approved grant of sick,
administrative, or disability leave; leave without pay; or military leave without pay;
(2)
Has been vacated by virtue of the separation of the incumbent from said position under adverse action
proceedings initiated and taken against the incumbent, and said action is pending, on appeal, before the
Personnel Board or a court of law;
(3)
Has been vacated by an employee who has been reassigned, transferred, or promoted to a position where the
incumbent thereof is absent from said position under the circumstances cited in subparagraphs (a)(1) or (2),
above;
(4)
Is one which is created exclusively for use as part of an internship program developed to provide work
experience for students enrolled in, or recently graduated from, post-secondary educational institutions, or to
provide citizens with experience in governmental affairs;
(5)
Is one which is created exclusively for use as part of an established program for the employment of senior
citizens or persons with disabilities, students, trainees, interns, and similarly situated persons, for which there are
inadequate training opportunities in private industry; or,
(6)
Is one which is created exclusively for use as part of a program which is implemented pursuant to a grant from,
or other financial agreement with, the Federal or State government or other private funding source, where such
grant or agreement does not provide sufficient funding for full employee benefits or permanent employment.
(b)
Any appointment, reassignment, transfer, or promotion effectuated under the circumstances cited in Subsection
(a), above, shall be deemed to be a limited-term appointment, reassignment, transfer, or promotion, as
appropriate.
(c)
Any employee occupying a classified service position under the terms of a limited-term appointment, as defined
in Subsection (b), above, shall only be entitled to those benefits as are specifically granted under Section 16-179
to exempt status employees occupying classified service positions under the terms of a temporary/provisional or
temporary/emergency appointment. Any such limited-term status employee shall be removed from the position
occupied upon the effective date of the return of the incumbent to said position as provided under Section 16187. However, if the position the limited-term status employee occupies becomes permanently vacant because
the incumbent does not elect to return to or is not entitled to be reinstated in the position, then, and in such event,
the limited-term status employee shall be converted to probationary status and, by virtue thereof, shall be subject
to the provisions of Article IX for the purposes of determining said employee's right to be converted to
permanent status; provided however, that the aforesaid probationary period shall not be applicable to any such
limited-term status employee in any case where such employee had occupied the position giving rise to the
limited-term appointment for a period equal to the length of the probationary period established for the class of
work applicable to the position; in such event, such employee shall be converted to permanent status, as
appropriate, and shall be retroactively credited for the period of the limited-term status appointment for purposes
of annual and sick leave accrual under the provisions of Sections 16-220 and 16-221, respectively.
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(d)
Any employee occupying a classified service position under the terms of a limited-term reassignment, transfer,
or competitive or noncompetitive promotion, as defined in Subsection (b), above, shall retain all the rights and
benefits the employee was entitled to as a permanent status employee immediately prior to any such
reassignment, transfer, or promotion. Any such limited-term status employee shall be entitled to return to said
employee's former position upon the return of the incumbent to the position temporarily occupied by said
limited-term status employee as provided under Section 16-187, and shall be granted all rights and benefits as if
the employee had remained in the former position. In the event the employee's former position had been
abolished during the period of the employee's limited-term status, then, in such event, the employee shall be
entitled to return to another position of the same or a comparable grade and class of work. However, if the
position the limited-term status employee occupies becomes permanently vacant because the incumbent does not
elect to return to or is not entitled to be reinstated in the position, then, and in such event, the limited-term status
employee may elect either to remain in the position or to return to the employee's former position. In the event
that the limited-term status employee elects to remain in the position as provided in the preceding sentence, said
employee shall, by virtue thereof, be converted back to permanent status.
(e)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, a limited-term status employee appointed to a
position pursuant to subparagraph (a)(4) and (5), above, shall be appointed for a period of time and shall only be
entitled to receive employee benefits as specifically established in the classification plan and salary plans for the
particular position.
(f)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, a limited-term status employee appointed to a
position pursuant to subparagraph (a)(6), above, shall be appointed for a period of time not to exceed the term of
the grant or other financial agreement providing the funding for the position, and shall only be entitled to receive
employee benefits as funded by the grant or other financial agreement.
(CB-1-1976; CB-79-1989; CB-70-1991; CB-118-1993)
Sec. 16-179. - Status of exempt service employees.
(a)
An exempt status employee shall mean any employee who has been appointed to an exempt position that is
specifically defined in Section 902 of Article IX of the County Charter and as provided under this Subtitle.
(b)
An exempt status employee shall only be entitled to occupy a classified service position in a permanent status
through appointment.
(c)
Any exempt status employee who acts in the capacity of an appointing authority shall be governed by any
provision of this Subtitle which:
(1)
Establishes or requires the exercise or performance of any duty, action, or obligation by an appointing authority;
and
(2)
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Establishes a prohibition against the exercise or initiation of an action by an appointing authority.
(d)
The provisions of this Subtitle, as applying to classified service employees, shall be limited in their applicability
to exempt status employees as set forth below. All such provisions shall be in addition to any provision of this
Subtitle which, within its terms, expressly applies to exempt status employees.
(1)
Except as specifically stated otherwise, the provisions of this Subtitle shall not apply to members of boards and
commissions, experts or specialists performing temporary services, employees required to be covered by the
State Merit System, and elected officials.
(2)
The following provisions of this Subtitle shall apply to any exempt status employee occupying a classified
service position under the terms of a temporary/provisional or temporary/emergency appointment:
(A)
Section 16-110, "Political Activity;" Section 16-112, "Attendance of Employees;" Section 16-114, "Work
Schedules;" Section 16-126, "Pay Periods;" Section 16-127, "Salary Rate Upon Appointment;" Section 16-135,
"Salary Rate Upon Reclassification;" Section 16-139, "Salary Rates for Authorized Overtime;" Section 16-142,
"Gross and Net Salary Rates;" Section 16-143(a), (b), and (d), "Effective Date of Salary Rate Changes;" Section
16-176, "Employee Status Upon Classification;" Section 16-208, "Employee Health and Safety;" and Section
16-227, "Compensatory Leave."
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Editor's note— CR-27-1977 provides a leave and fringe benefit program for exempt service employees.
Sec. 16-180. - Employee status upon returning to classified service from exempt service.
(a)
Whenever a permanent status, classified service employee is appointed to a permanent, exempt service position,
including any temporary administrative appointment made by the County Executive pursuant to Section 505 of
Article V of County Charter, any such employee shall be entitled to return to such employee's former classified
service position for a period of one (1) calendar year from the effective date of any such employee's appointment
to said permanent, exempt service position. Any such employee's salary rate, upon return to the employee's
former position, shall be reestablished in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-131(b) as if the employee
had returned to the former position following a limited-term promotion. In the event any such employee's former
classified service position had been abolished during the period of such exempt status appointment, then, in such
event, the employee shall be entitled to return to another position of the same or a comparable grade and class of
work.
(b)
Any such employee shall be considered to be on an extended period of approved leave without pay and, in the
event another employee is appointed, reassigned, transferred, or promoted to the classified service position
formerly occupied by any such employee, such appointment, reassignment, transfer, or promotion shall be on a
limited-term basis and the employee occupying the classified service position shall be a limited-term status
employee subject to the conditions of Section 16-178.
(CB-1-1976)
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Sec. 16-180.01. - Transfer from Sheriff's office.
Subject to the approval of the County Executive by Executive Order, any employees of the Sheriff of Prince
George's County who are afforded initial appointments to positions for which they are qualified in the Prince
George's County Department of Corrections may be granted terms and conditions of employment as though they
were transferring to such positions from other positions within the classified service of Prince George's County.
(CB-159-1977)
Sec. 16-181. - Full-time and part-time employee status.
(a)
A full-time employee shall mean any employee who occupies any full-time position, as defined in Section 16120(b)(1), and who, by virtue thereof, is entitled to an annually-rated salary and, where applicable, a standard
work week as specifically set forth in Section 16-113.
(b)
A part-time employee shall mean any employee who occupies any part-time position, as defined in Section 16120(b)(2), or any full-time position, and who, by virtue thereof, is entitled to an hourly-rated salary and who
normally works less than the prescribed number of hours in the standard work week otherwise applicable to the
position occupied by the employee.
(CB-1-1976)
DIVISION 11. - PERFORMANCE.
Sec. 16-182. - Performance evaluation policy.
(a)
As a means to insure that each employee's performance is evaluated on a regular basis during the employee's
course of employment, the Director of Human Resources Management shall establish a performance
management system that shall:
(1)
Require that all appointing authorities develop and maintain performance criteria for each position under their
respective jurisdictions and use such criteria to measure employee performance;
(2)
Require a system of routine review of employee performance by supervisors and appointing authorities so as to
provide opportunity for recognition or corrective action;
(3)
Afford opportunities for employee comment on the performance criteria and the performance appraisal; and
(4)
Develop procedures for carrying out the policy of this Section.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
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Sec. 16-183. - Time of performance evaluations.
(a)
An official performance evaluation shall be prepared by an appointing authority for each probationary status
employee under the appointing authority's jurisdiction in advance of the expiration of each such employee's
probationary period. In addition to the preparation of said official performance evaluation at the conclusion of
the probationary period, each appointing authority shall also confer with each probationary status employee
under the appointing authority's jurisdiction at the midpoint of each such employee's initial probationary period
in order to assess such employee's performance during the preceding months and to insure that any areas of
performance in need of improvement have been identified for the benefit of such employee.
(b)
An employee and the employee's immediate supervisor shall meet periodically to evaluate the employee's
progress in meeting performance standards.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-184. - Discussion with employee.
The supervisor must discuss the performance evaluation with the employee prior to finalizing and allow five (5)
working days for his/her comments.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-185. - Actions based on performance evaluations.
(a)
Probationary Status Employees. Immediately prior to the completion of the required probationary period for an
employee, the employee's supervisor shall conduct a performance evaluation of the employee.
(1)
If the employee's overall performance is rated satisfactory and/or meets expectations or better, and the
probationary period has not been extended, the employee will be converted to permanent status in accordance
with the provisions of Section 16-172; or
(2)
If the employee's overall performance is rated less than satisfactory and/or needs development, the employee
will be dismissed.
(b)
Permanent Status Employees. The official performance evaluation of a permanent status employee shall
constitute the basis for awarding performance-related incentives or pay increases in accordance with established
procedures. In addition, permanent status employees will receive retention points in accordance with Section 16188, as follows:
(1)
Employees receiving overall performance evaluations equivalent to outstanding and/or exceeds expectations will
receive three (3) retention points;
1690/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(2)
Employees receiving overall performance evaluations equivalent to more than satisfactory and/or meets
expectations will receive two (2) retention points;
(3)
Employees receiving overall performance evaluations equivalent to satisfactory and/or meets expectations will
receive one (1) retention point;
(4)
Employees receiving overall performance evaluations equivalent to less than satisfactory and/or needs
development will receive zero (0) retention points.
(c)
For all permanent status employees, an overall performance rating equivalent to less than satisfactory and/or
needs development may subject the employee to disciplinary action in accordance with Section 16-194,
including dismissal.
(CB-1-1976; CB-128-1982; CB-25-1995; CB-22-2000; CB-57-2021)
DIVISION 12. - NONDISCIPLINARY SEPARATIONS.
Sec. 16-186. - Separation — Resignation.
(a)
The resignation of an employee shall be a voluntary action taken solely at the discretion of the employee, except
as provided under Section 16-225(d)(3) with respect to mandatory resignations whenever an employee fails to
return to the position occupied after the expiration of the period of approved leave without pay. An employee
shall not be requested or coerced to resign in lieu of the taking of any authorized disciplinary action by an
appointing authority against the employee whenever such disciplinary action is warranted. A written resignation
signed by the employee shall be submitted at least fourteen (14) calendar days in advance of the effective date of
the resignation.
(b)
In the event that an employee requests the withdrawal of his resignation prior to the effective date thereof, the
acceptance of such withdrawal shall be solely at the discretion of the employee's appointing authority.
(CB-1-1976; CB-98-1982; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-187. - Reserved.
Sec. 16-188. - Separation — Reduction-in-force.
(a)
A duly authorized and allocated classified service position or positions may only be abolished under one (1) of
the following sets of circumstances:
(1)
Where the County Executive, pursuant to Section 822 of Article VIII of County Charter, revises a department or
agency work program by reducing the expenditure level of such department or agency due to an ascertained
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shortfall in revenue during any fiscal year and a reduction in the number of allocated positions within said
department or agency is necessary in order to satisfy such reduction in the departmental or agency expenditure
level;
(2)
Where the Classification Plan is amended through classification action by abolishing an established class of
work and, by virtue of the provisions of Section 16-177, the abolition of all positions allocated to said class of
work;
(3)
Where a legislative act, or an executive order issued and approved pursuant to Section 503 of Article V of
County Charter, abolishes a department, agency, or office, or any division or other portion thereof, and there is
no provision set forth in such legislative act or executive order governing and effectuating the transfer of
employees, positions, and funds from such department, agency or office, or division or other portion thereof;
(4)
Where a reduction in the compensation level of a department, agency, or office is effectuated in the County's
approved, annual expense budget;
(5)
Where an appointing authority requests that a position or positions under the appointing authority's jurisdiction
be abolished during any fiscal year and the Director of Human Resources Management authorizes such request;
or
(6)
Where the County Executive, pursuant to Section 822 of Article VIII of County Charter, revises a department or
agency work program by reducing or abolishing a unique service or function.
(b)
Whenever a position or a group of positions is scheduled to be abolished under any one (1) of the sets of
circumstances described in Subsection (a), above, the Director of Human Resources Management shall
implement the following procedures prior to initiating any final action to separate any employee under a
separation — reduction-in-force action:
(1)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall suspend the filling of any vacant position within the
classes of work to be affected by the scheduled reduction-in-force action, and may, in his discretion, suspend all
lower graded classes within all class series from the date the Director of Human Resources Management is
advised of the scheduled abolition of the position or group of positions until the effective date of the separation
of an employee or employees under the separation — reduction-in-force action. Such action will not preclude
the transfer to any existing vacant position of an individual who would otherwise be subject to reduction-inforce.
(2)
Whenever any one (1) of the sets of circumstances cited in Subsection (a), above, with respect to the abolition of
a position or a group of positions is not specific as to the class or classes of work affected and/or the number of
positions to be abolished, the Director of Human Resources Management shall request the appropriate
appointing authority or appointing authorities, as the case may be, to supply the Director of Human Resources
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Management with a written statement setting forth each class of work to be affected by the separation —
reduction-in-force action and the number of positions to be abolished within each such class. The written
statements by appointing authorities with respect to the number of positions to be abolished within their
departments, agencies, or offices and the classes of work so affected, as required in the preceding sentence, shall
be made at the sole discretion of such appointing authorities and shall be binding upon the Director of Human
Resources Management for purposes of any separation — reduction-in-force action taken by the Director of
Human Resources Management thereafter.
(3)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop a retention register for each class of work within
which a position or a group of positions is scheduled to be abolished.
(4)
With respect to any retention register developed for a single class of work, the Director of Human Resources
Management shall place the names of all employees occupying positions in each such class of work within the
department, agency, or office (highest organizational unit or entity) within which the position or group of
positions is scheduled to be abolished into priority categories on each such register as follows:
(A)
All permanent status employees shall be placed in the first priority category;
(B)
All probationary status employees, all limited-term status employees, and any employee that receives an
aggregate performance rating equivalent to "less than satisfactory" during the official annual performance
ratings period preceding the reduction-in-force shall be placed in the second priority category; and,
(C)
All exempt status employees occupying classified service positions under the terms of temporary/provisional
and temporary/emergency appointments shall be placed in the third priority category.
(5)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall compute a retention points score for each permanent status
employee whose name appears in any class of work on a retention register. The retention points score for each
such employee shall be equal to the product of the sum of the points per month granted for the total months of
service in any classified service position multiplied by the quotient of the sum of the points granted for the
official annual performance ratings received for the preceding three (3) years divided by the sum of the number
of such official performance ratings where:
(A)
Each such employee shall be granted points for each month or part thereof of classified service in any classified
service position, as follows:
RETENTION POINTS
Up to 24 months

1 point

25 to 60 months

1.5 points

61 months or more 2 points
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provided, however, that no points shall be granted for any month of service in a classified service position for
which an employee receives a retirement payment;
(B)
Each such employee shall be granted three (3) points for any official annual performance rating equivalent to
"outstanding;" two (2) points for any official performance rating equivalent to "exceeds satisfactory;" one (1)
point for any official performance rating equivalent to "satisfactory;" and a point value of zero (0) for any
official performance rating equivalent to "less than satisfactory;" provided, however, that:
(i)
Where any such employee, upon initial appointment, has completed the required probationary period but has yet
to receive the first official performance evaluation at the time of the scheduled abolition of a position or
positions giving rise to the reduction-in-force action, then, and in such event, the official probationary
performance rating shall be utilized for purposes of computing the quotient of performance evaluation points, as
provided above; and
(ii)
Where any such employee's official performance rating for any year, or any such employee's probationary
performance evaluation, where applicable, is absent from the employee's official personnel file, as certified to in
writing by the Director of Human Resources Management, or where any such employee has initiated a grievance
under the provisions of Section 16-200 with respect to the employee's official, probationary performance rating,
where applicable, or the employee's latest, official performance rating, and said grievance is pending unresolved
at the time of the scheduled abolition of a position or positions giving rise to the reduction-in-force action, then,
and in such event, the Director of Human Resources Management shall exclude any such performance rating for
purposes of computing the quotient of performance evaluation points, as provided above.
(6)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall arrange the names of all permanent status employees
within the first priority category within each class of work on any retention register in descending order with the
name or names of the employee or employees with the highest retention points score placed at the top of each
such priority category.
(c)
Upon the development of any retention register in accordance with the procedures stipulated in Subsection (b),
above, the Director of Human Resources Management shall adhere to the following retention schedule for
purposes of separating employees whose names appear within each class of work on such retention register
wherein a position or a group of positions has been scheduled to be abolished:
(1)
All exempt status employees whose names appear in the third priority category within each such affected class
of work on such retention register, as provided in paragraph (b)(4)(C), above, shall be separated from their class
of work prior to the separation of any employee whose name appears in the second or first priority categories
within the same class of work on such retention register. It shall be the sole discretion of the appointing authority
to determine which employees in the third priority category are to be separated from their class of work.
(2)
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All limited-term employees, probationary status employees, and any employee receiving an aggregate official
annual performance rating of "less than satisfactory" for the period preceding the reduction-in-force will appear
in the second priority category within each such affected class of work on such retention register, as provided in
paragraph (b)(4)(B), above, and shall be separated from their class of work prior to the separation of any
employee whose name appears in the first priority category with the same class of work on any such register. It
shall be the sole discretion of the appointing authority to determine which employees in the second priority
category are to be separated from their class of work.
(3)
All permanent status employees whose names appear in the first priority category within each such affected class
of work on such retention register, as provided in paragraph (b)(4)(A), above, shall be the last category of
employees to be separated from their class of work. The separation of permanent status employees shall be
effectuated in inverse order to the standing of such employees within the first priority category in the same class
of work on such retention register. Where any permanent status employees within the first priority category in
the same class of work have the same retention points score, it shall be the sole discretion of the appointing
authority to determine which of the employees with the same retention points score are to be separated from
their class of work. However, in any case where any such set of employees with the same retention points score
includes employees who are veterans, all nonveteran employees shall be separated by the appointing authority
prior to the separation of any such veteran employees. For purposes of the preceding sentence of this
subparagraph, a "veteran" shall mean any such employee who would qualify as a veteran under the provisions of
Section 16-163(a)(1).
(d)
Prior to the effective date of any separation — reduction-in-force action, the Director of Human Resources
Management shall attempt to effectuate the reassignment, transfer, or demotion of employees whose positions
are to be abolished into existing vacant positions in accordance with the provisions of Sections 16-148(a)(2), (3),
(4), and (6).
(e)
Any employee who is subject to a separation — reduction-in-force action shall be given at least a fourteen (14)
calendar day advance written notice thereof by the Director of Human Resources Management. Each such notice
shall state the reason or reasons for the separation — reduction-in-force action and the effective date thereof;
and, where the notice of separation is given to a permanent, probationary, or limited-term status employee
occupying a position under the terms of a limited-term reassignment, transfer, or promotion, said notice shall
also state any such employee's right to appeal such action in accordance with the procedures stipulated in
Section 16-201.
(f)
Any permanent status employee who is separated under a separation — reduction-in-force action shall be
entitled to have the employee's name placed on a reemployment priority register and, by virtue thereof, shall be
entitled to be reemployed in certain vacant positions in accordance with the procedures stipulated in Section 16148(a)(5).
(g)
Notwithstanding any provision in this Section to the contrary, whenever any department or agency contains a
separate organizational unit which is funded solely from funds derived under the terms of Federal, State or other
grant-in-aid program, such separate organizational unit shall be deemed a "department, agency, or office" for the
purpose of effecting a reduction-in-force.
(h)
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Whenever a department or agency receives a reduction in grant funds appropriated for a particular program or
purpose that requires a reduction-in-force, such action may be limited to employees occupying positions which
are funded by that grant.
(i)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, whenever any department or agency can
effectively demonstrate that a separate organizational unit or division exists to provide a unique service or
function, with the approval of the Director of Human Resources Management, that unit or division shall
constitute a single "department, agency, or office" for purposes of effecting a reduction-in-force.
(CB-1-1976; CB-98-1982; CB-44-1991; CB-43-1993; CB-25-1995; CB-18-2000; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Editor's note— Article 24, Section 1-107, Annotated Code of Maryland, provided that a county or municipality
may not discriminate between residents and other citizens of the State in employment, promotion, demotion,
layoff, and discharge decisions except under limited circumstances.
Sec. 16-189. - Separation — Disability.
(a)
Whenever an appointing authority has reason to believe that an employee's health is impeding the satisfactory
performance of the duties, tasks, and responsibilities assigned to the employee, the appointing authority may
require any such employee to undergo a medical examination by a licensed physician employed or retained by
the County.
(b)
Where any such employee refuses to undergo a medical examination, if directed to do so by the employee's
appointing authority, the appointing authority shall initiate a dismissal action against the employee in accordance
with the provisions of Section 16-201(a) governing the procedures for the processing of adverse actions against
employees and employee appeals therefrom.
(c)
Where any such employee undergoes a medical examination and the results thereof indicate that the employee
has a correctable impairment which is temporary in nature, the employee's appointing authority shall detail other
duties, tasks, and responsibilities to said employee during the period of the employee's temporary impairment;
provided that any such detail shall be for a period of up to one hundred eighty (180) calendar days and shall
otherwise be made in accordance with Section 16-121 and shall represent the assignment of duties, tasks, and
responsibilities which the employee is capable of performing during said period of temporary impairment as
determined by the examining physician. However, if any such employee fails to take reasonable actions
necessary to correct such temporary impairment, as recommended by the examining physician, then, and in such
event, the appointing authority shall initiate a dismissal action against the employee in accordance with Section
16-201(a).
(d)
Where any such employee undergoes a medical examination and the results thereof indicate that the employee
has a permanent impairment that substantially limits a major life activity and the employee will not be able to
continue to satisfactorily perform the normal duties, tasks, and responsibilities of the position the employee
occupies, then, and in such event, the appointing authority shall attempt to transfer the employee to a vacant
position as a reasonable accommodation. If such a transfer cannot be effectuated due to the unavailability of a
vacant position, or due to the fact that the proposed transfer does not meet the conditions stipulated in Section
16-148(a)(3) or (4), as the case may be, the employee shall then be demoted to a vacant position, subject to the
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provisions of Sections 16-148(a)(6)(B) and 16-201(a). If such a demotion cannot be effectuated due to the
unavailability of a vacant position, or due to the fact that the proposed transfer does not meet the conditions
stipulated under Section 16-148(a)(6)(B), the appointing authority may then proceed to terminate the employee
under a separation — disability action, subject to the provisions of Section 16-201(a).
(e)
Where any such employee undergoes a medical examination and the results thereof indicate that the employee is
totally disabled such that the employee is not able to continue to perform satisfactorily in any vacant position,
then, and in such event, the appointing authority shall proceed to terminate the employee under a separation —
disability action. Any such separation — disability action shall be initiated and taken by the appointing authority
in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-201(a).
(f)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall assist any employee who is separated from a position
under a separation — disability action, as provided in Subsection (e), above, in securing any disability retirement
benefits the employee may be entitled to by virtue of such separation — disability action.
(CB-1-1976; CB-98-1982; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-190. - Separation — Mandatory retirement.
No permanent status, uniformed employee occupying a classified service position allocated to a public safety
class of work within the County Police or Fire Departments, and who is enrolled in the County's Police or Fire
Service Pension Plans, shall continue in County employment beyond any such employee's fifty-fifth (55th)
birthday. Except, at said date, the County Executive may grant permission for such employee to continue in
County employment on a year-to-year basis thereafter.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-191. - Separation — Death.
(a)
Upon the receipt of a certified death certificate pertaining to any employee, the Director of Human Resources
Management shall remove or cause to be removed the employee's name from all applicable personnel documents
and records as of the effective date of such employee's death.
(b)
All salary and other compensation any such employee is legally entitled to shall be paid to the designated
beneficiary of such deceased employee. In the event there is no designated beneficiary, said salary and other
compensation shall be paid to the estate of the deceased employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 13. - DISCIPLINE.
Sec. 16-192. - Disciplinary policy.
It shall be the policy of Prince George's County to insure that all appointing authorities and supervisors
discipline employees under their respective jurisdictions in a fair, reasonable, and equitable manner. In that
regard, it shall be the general policy of Prince George's County to follow a pattern of progressive discipline
which provides employees with notice of deficiencies and an opportunity to improve both performance and
conduct problems. All appointing authorities and supervisors shall be encouraged to initiate and/or take
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authorized disciplinary actions against their employees whenever such disciplinary actions are warranted by
virtue of violations of standards of conduct or behavior or failures to maintain satisfactory performance. The job
performance and conduct of each employee impacts directly on the public's trust in government and on the
County's ability to achieve its mission of service to the public. All employees are, therefore, responsible for
adhering to the standards of performance and conduct.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-193. - Conduct related disciplinary actions.
(a)
Grounds. An appointing authority may initiate and take or a supervisor may initiate and, where authorized, take,
any of the disciplinary actions set forth in Subsection (b), below, against any employee under their respective
jurisdictions where any such employee has committed an act or acts which constitute a violation(s) or failure(s)
to comply with any duty, obligation, or requirement imposing a standard of conduct or behavior on such
employee by virtue of the provisions of any criminal or civil law or statute or any rule or regulation authorized
and promulgated pursuant thereto, provided any such violation(s) or act(s) of noncompliance:
(1)
Bears a demonstrable relationship to the nature of the duties and responsibilities of the employee's position; and,
(2)
Constitutes a willful, indifferent, or grossly negligent act or commission by such employee.
Such acts for which disciplinary action may be taken include, but are not limited to: theft of County property;
knowingly giving or making false statements of a material nature in matters relative to employment; being tardy;
being absent without leave; being insubordinate; and violating standards of ethics as established under the
County's Code of Ethics.
(b)
Authorized Actions. Whenever an employee commits an act or acts which constitutes a violation(s) or an act(s)
of noncompliance of the nature described in Subsection (a), above, the employee's appointing authority shall be
authorized to initiate and take or the employee's supervisor shall be authorized to initiate and, where authorized,
take any of the following disciplinary actions against such employee:
(1)
The appointing authority or supervisor may issue a written reprimand to the employee, provided that any such
written reprimand shall state:
(A)
The specific violation or act of noncompliance causing the issuance of the reprimand; and
(B)
The fact that any subsequent violations or acts of noncompliance by the employee may warrant the taking of
more severe disciplinary action against the employee;
(2)
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The appointing authority may cause the employee to forfeit annual leave days the employee has accrued in an
amount not to exceed twenty (20) such accrued leave days for any one (1) violation or act of noncompliance;
(3)
The appointing authority may fine the employee in an amount not to exceed five percent (5%) of the employee's
base annual salary for any one (1) violation or act of noncompliance, provided that such fine, so imposed, may,
at the employee's option, so long as the employee is employed by the County, be withheld from the employee's
biweekly paychecks, until paid, in increments not to exceed five percent (5%) of the employee's gross biweekly
wages;
(4)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be suspended;
(5)
The appointing authority may reduce the employee's salary by an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%).
Under no circumstances shall an employee's salary be reduced in this manner to a rate less than the entry rate of
the applicable salary range;
(6)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be demoted, subject to the provisions of Section 16-148(a)
(6); or
(7)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be dismissed.
(c)
General Criteria. Whenever an employee commits an act or acts which constitute grounds for disciplinary action,
as provided in Subsection (a), above, the employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, shall
adhere to the general criteria set forth below in deciding what type of authorized disciplinary action, if any,
should be initiated and taken against such employee.
(1)
Dismissal. The dismissal of an employee shall constitute the most severe type of all authorized disciplinary
actions. The dismissal of an employee shall be taken only when the act or acts of the employee which constitute
the grounds for disciplinary action are, in the judgment of the employee's appointing authority, serious in nature.
In deciding whether any act or acts of the employee are of a sufficiently serious nature to warrant dismissal, the
employee's appointing authority shall rely upon any one (1) of the following criteria as justification for the
taking of a dismissal action against an employee:
(A)
Where the employee commits one of the following acts:
(i)
Abandonment of the employee's position;
(ii)
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Commission of a crime for which a court sentences an employee to confinement for six (6) months or more so as
to prohibit the performance of the employee's normal duties;
(iii)
Theft of County property;
(iv)
Falsification of County reports or documents;
(v)
Participation in an illegal strike;
(vi)
Intoxication on the job;
(vii)
Using, possessing or selling narcotic drugs on the job; or
(viii)
Possessing unauthorized weapons or explosives;
(B)
Where the employee commits a series of acts which constitute a course of conduct characterized by a continued
inability or unwillingness on the part of the employee to conform to the applicable standards of conduct or
behavior;
(C)
Where the employee commits a series of acts which have clearly caused a continuing, disruptive effect on the
efficient and/or safe operations of the employee's department, agency, or office and/or the government as a
whole;
(D)
Where the employee commits an act or a series of acts which call into serious question the employee's
trustworthiness and/or integrity in the continued performance of the employee's assigned duties and
responsibilities;
(E)
Where the employee commits an act or a series of acts which have had or may be reasonably expected to have, a
harmful or injurious effect on the employee, other employees and/or members of the general public; or
(F)
Where the employee commits an act or a series of acts which have had, or may be reasonably demonstrated to
have, an appreciable effect on the general public's confidence and/or trust in the operation of the employee's
department, agency, or office and/or the government as a whole.
(2)
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Demotion. The demotion of an employee shall constitute a conduct-related disciplinary action less severe in
nature than a dismissal. Where the employee commits an act or acts which constitute justification for the
dismissal of the employee under the provisions of paragraph (c)(1), (A) through (E), above, the employee may
be demoted rather than dismissed where the employee's appointing authority determines that the employee's past
conduct record and/or other extenuating circumstances mitigate against the taking of a dismissal action against
the employee.
(3)
Salary Reduction. The requirement that an employee's salary be reduced by an amount not to exceed ten percent
(10%) shall constitute the type of conduct-related disciplinary action which shall generally be considered to be
comparable in severity to demotion where an employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be,
has determined that the employee's conduct constitutes grounds for such disciplinary action as set forth in
Subsection (c)(2), above. In deciding whether an employee's salary should be reduced in lieu of demotion, the
employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, shall make the determination based upon an
evaluation that there is no appropriate available vacant position to which the employee could be demoted, or that
the employee's conduct will improve under continued close supervision in the same position. After an
employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, has determined that the employee's conduct
constitutes grounds for disciplinary action as set forth in Subsection (c)(2), above, the appointing authority shall
be justified in causing the employee's salary by an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%).
(4)
Suspension. The suspension of an employee shall constitute the type of authorized disciplinary action which
shall generally be considered to be less severe in nature than a dismissal action, a demotion, or a salary
reduction, yet more severe in nature than the issuance of a written reprimand to an employee. In deciding
whether the act or acts of the employee which constitute the grounds for disciplinary action are of such a nature
as to warrant suspension, the appointing authority shall rely upon any one (1) of the following criteria as
justification for the taking of a suspension action against an employee:
(A)
Where the employee has been charged with the commission of a serious crime such that a subsequent conviction
thereof or a finding of wrongful conduct by the employee's appointing authority in connection therewith, would
constitute grounds for the dismissal of the employee under the provisions of paragraph (c)(1)(A), (B), (C), (D),
or (E), above, provided that:
(i)
Any such suspension shall be based upon a finding by the employee's appointing authority that there exists
reasonably clear evidence of wrongful conduct by the employee in connection with such crime;
(ii)
Where the finding of clear evidence of wrongful conduct as required under subparagraph (c)(4)(A)(i), above, is
predicated on an investigation or inquiry of the alleged crime by the employee's appointing authority, the
employee shall be placed on administrative leave, as authorized under Section 16-222, during the period of such
investigation or inquiry and prior to the effective date of any subsequent suspension resultant therefrom; and,
(iii)
Any such suspension shall remain in effect until the employee's guilt or innocence with respect to such alleged
crime has been determined by a trial court and, on the basis of such court determination, the employee's
appointing authority shall either revoke the suspension and return the employee to a duty and pay status,
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including restoration of back salary and leave benefits, or proceed to dismiss the employee, whichever is
warranted;
(B)
Where the employee commits an act or acts which constitute justification for the dismissal of the employee
under the provisions of paragraph (c)(1), (A) through (E), above, the employee may be suspended rather than
dismissed where the employee's appointing authority determines that the employee's past conduct record and/or
other extenuating circumstances mitigate against the taking of a dismissal action against the employee, provided
that no such suspension shall exceed twenty (20) working days in duration;
(C)
Where the employee's appointing authority or supervisor has issued two (2) or more related, written reprimands
to the employee and where the issuance of such reprimands has not resulted in the cessation of the act or acts of
the employee which constituted the grounds for the issuance of the written reprimands in the first instance, the
employee may be suspended for a period not to exceed ten (10) working days, provided that the foregoing shall
not be construed to prevent the employee's appointing authority from suspending the employee following the
issuance of one (1) written reprimand to the employee where:
(i)
The employee commits the same act or acts which resulted in the issuance of the written reprimand within a
period of six (6) months following the issuance of the reprimand; and,
(ii)
The act or acts committed by the employee have clearly caused a disruptive effect on the efficient and/or safe
operations of the employee's department, agency, or office and/or the government as a whole;
(D)
Where the employee is intoxicated or commits a breach of peace during hours of work, the employee may be
immediately suspended for a period not to exceed three (3) working days for the commission of any such act,
provided that:
(i)
The facts and circumstances surrounding the commission of the act are not in dispute such that an investigation
or inquiry of the act for evidentiary purposes would not be necessary in the judgment of the employee's
appointing authority;
(ii)
Any such suspension is made effective as of the same day that the employee committed the act; and,
(iii)
Any such suspension shall not require the presentation of an advanced, written statement of charges to the
employee by the employee's appointing authority as would otherwise be required under the provisions of Section
16-201(a) governing the procedures for the processing of adverse actions against employees and employee
appeals therefrom.
(5)
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Forfeiture of Accrued Annual Leave. The requirement that an employee forfeit accrued annual leave days shall
constitute the type of authorized disciplinary action which shall generally be considered to be comparable in
severity to the suspension of an employee where an employee commits an act or acts which would justify a
suspension under the provisions of paragraph (c)(4), above. In deciding whether an employee should be required
to forfeit accrued annual leave days in lieu of a suspension as would otherwise be justified under the provisions
of paragraph (c)(4), above, the employee's appointing authority shall make such determination based upon an
evaluation of the effect the employee's absence from work would have on the operations of the appointing
authority's department, agency, or office. Where the employee's appointing authority determines that the absence
of an employee from work under a suspension action would cause a detrimental effect on the operations of the
department, agency, or office in terms of undue losses in the efficiency of operations or a curtailment in the
provisions of services to the general public, the appointing authority shall be justified in causing the employee to
forfeit accrued annual leave days in an amount equal to the number of days the employee would have been
otherwise suspended under and subject to the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(4), above; provided, however,
that no such forfeiture of accrued annual leave by an employee shall be in an amount in excess of the numbers of
annual leave days the employee had accrued as of the effective date of any such action.
(6)
Fine. The requirement that an employee pay a monetary fine shall constitute the type of authorized disciplinary
action which shall generally be considered to be comparable in severity to the suspension of an employee where
an employee commits an act or acts which would justify a suspension under the provisions of paragraph (c)(4),
above, and may be used as an alternative to suspension or forfeiture of accrued annual leave. When a fine is
imposed in lieu of suspension or forfeiture of accrued annual leave, the appointing authority shall be justified in
requiring the employee to pay such fine in an amount not greater in value than the number of days the employee
would have been otherwise suspended under and subject to the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(4), above, or
the amount of accrued annual leave the employee would have otherwise been caused to forfeit under and subject
to the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(5), above; provided, however, that in no case may an employee be
required to pay a monetary fine in an amount in excess of five percent (5%) of said employee's base annual
salary.
(7)
Written Reprimand.
(A)
The issuance of a written reprimand to an employee shall constitute the least severe type of all authorized
disciplinary actions. An employee's appointing authority or supervisor shall be justified in issuing a written
reprimand to the employee if the act or acts of the employee which constitute the grounds for disciplinary action
are minor in nature.
(B)
Any employee to whom a written reprimand is issued shall be entitled to respond in writing, to any such
reprimand within five (5) working days after the date of the issuance thereof by the employee's appointing
authority or supervisor, as the case may be.
(C)
Whenever an appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, files or causes to be filed a written
reprimand or a copy thereof in an employee's official personnel file and/or in a departmental personnel file, any
such written reprimand or copy thereof:
(i)
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Shall have appended thereto, a copy of the employee's written comments in response thereto if such comments
are provided in accordance with subparagraph (B), above; or, in the alternative,
(ii)
Shall be signed by the employee so as to indicate that the employee received and reviewed the reprimand,
provided that such signature by the employee shall not be construed as an indication that the employee concurs
with the contents of the reprimand; or, in the alternative,
(iii)
Shall be accompanied by a signed certification by the employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case
may be, to the effect that the appointing authority or supervisor issued the written reprimand to the employee
and that the employee did not elect to respond in writing to the reprimand or to sign the reprimand.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-194. - Performance-related disciplinary actions.
(a)
Grounds. An appointing authority may initiate and take, or a supervisor may initiate, any of the disciplinary
actions set forth in Subsection (b), below, against any employee under their respective jurisdictions where the
appointing authority makes a determination that any such employee's performance has become "less than
satisfactory" with respect to the execution of any or all of the duties, tasks, and/or responsibilities set forth in the
employee's position description. In determining whether an employee's performance has become "less than
satisfactory" to a degree which warrants disciplinary action, the employee's appointing authority shall rely upon
any one (1) of the following criteria as justification for the taking of any of the disciplinary actions set forth in
Subsection (b), below:
(1)
Where the employee's actions, inactions, and/or attitudes constitute a representative course of conduct
characterized by a general inability, incapability, and/or unwillingness on the part of the employee to maintain a
minimum standard of performance with respect to the quality and/or quantity of any or all of the duties, tasks,
and/or responsibilities properly assigned to the employee;
(2)
Where the employee unjustifiably fails to carry out a particular work assignment which was within the scope of
the duties, tasks, and/or responsibilities properly assigned to the employee; or
(3)
Where the employee loses or fails to maintain any of the requirements or standards set forth in the qualification
requirements statement, as defined in Section 16-102(a)(39), applicable to the employee's position.
(b)
Authorized Actions. Whenever an appointing authority or supervisor makes a determination in accordance with
grounds set forth in Subsection (a), above, that an employee's performance has become "less than satisfactory,"
the employee's appointing authority shall be authorized to initiate and take, or an employee's supervisor shall be
authorized to initiate, any of the following disciplinary actions against the employee:
(1)
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The appointing authority or supervisor may issue a written reprimand to the employee, provided that any such
written reprimand shall state:
(A)
The specific violation or act of nonperformance causing the issuance of the reprimand; and
(B)
The fact that any subsequent violations or acts of nonperformance by the employee may warrant the taking of
more severe disciplinary action against the employee;
(2)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to forfeit annual leave days the employee has accrued in an
amount not to exceed twenty (20) such accrued leave days;
(3)
The appointing authority may fine the employee in an amount not to exceed five percent (5%) of the employee's
base annual salary, provided that such fine, so imposed, may, at the employee's option, so long as the employee
is employed by the County, be withheld from the employee's biweekly paychecks, until paid, in increments not
to exceed five percent (5%) of the employee's gross biweekly wages;
(4)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be suspended;
(5)
The appointing authority may reduce the employee's salary by an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%).
Under no circumstances shall an employee's salary be reduced in this manner to a rate less than the entry rate of
the applicable salary range;
(6)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be demoted, subject to the provisions of Section 16-148(a)
(6);
(7)
The appointing authority may cause the employee to be dismissed.
(c)
General Criteria. Whenever any appointing authority or supervisor makes a determination, in accordance with
the grounds set forth in Subsection (a), above, that an employee's performance has become "less than
satisfactory," the employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, shall adhere to the general
criteria set forth below in deciding what type of authorized disciplinary action, if any, should be initiated and
taken against such employee.
(1)
Dismissal. The dismissal of an employee shall constitute the most severe of the three (3) types of performancerelated, disciplinary actions authorized under Subsection (b), above. After an employee's appointing authority or
supervisor has determined that the employee's performance constitutes grounds for disciplinary action, as set
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forth in Subsection (a), above, the employee's appointing authority shall be justified in causing the employee to
be dismissed, provided that:
(A)
The employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, has made a reasonable effort to counsel
the employee with respect to the employee's performance and has afforded the employee a reasonable
opportunity to take remedial actions with respect thereto; and,
(B)
The employee's appointing authority has made a reasonable determination that the employee will be unable,
incapable and/or unwilling to perform satisfactorily in another position in a class with a lower grade; provided,
however, that where the appointing authority has made a reasonable determination that the employee will be
capable and able to perform satisfactorily in another position in a class with a lower grade, nothing in this
subparagraph shall be construed to prevent the appointing authority from causing the employee to be dismissed
notwithstanding such a determination if the appointing authority has made a reasonable effort to demote the
employee and such demotion cannot be effectuated due to the unavailability of an appropriate vacant position, or
due to the fact that the proposed demotion does not meet the conditions stipulated in Section 16-148(a)(6)(B).
(2)
Demotion. The demotion of an employee shall constitute a performance-related disciplinary action less severe in
nature than a dismissal. After an employee's appointing authority or supervisor has determined that the
employee's performance constitutes grounds for disciplinary action, as set forth in Subsection (a), above, the
employee's appointing authority shall be justified in causing the employee to be demoted, provided that:
(A)
The employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, has made a reasonable effort to counsel
the employee with respect to the employee's performance and has afforded the employee a reasonable
opportunity to take remedial actions with respect thereto; and,
(B)
The employee's appointing authority has made a reasonable determination that the employee will be capable and
able to perform satisfactorily in the position to which the employee is to be demoted.
(3)
Salary Reduction. The requirement that an employee's salary be reduced by an amount not to exceed ten percent
(10%) shall constitute the type of performance-related disciplinary action which shall generally be considered to
be comparable in severity to demotion where an employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may
be, has determined that the employee's performance constitutes grounds for such disciplinary action. In deciding
whether an employee's salary should be reduced by an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) in lieu of
demotion, the employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, shall make the determination
based upon an evaluation that there is no appropriate available vacant position to which the employee could be
demoted, or that the employee's performance will improve under continued close supervision in the same
position. After an employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, has determined that the
employee's performance constitutes grounds for disciplinary action as set forth in Subsection (a), above, the
appointing authority shall be justified in causing the employee's salary to be reduced the equivalent of one (1)
step rate, provided that:
(A)
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The employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, has made a reasonable effort to counsel
the employee with respect to the employee's performance and has afforded the employee a reasonable
opportunity to take remedial actions with respect thereto; and
(B)
The employee's appointing authority has made a reasonable determination that the employee's performance will
improve to a satisfactory level in the same position.
(4)
Suspension. The suspension of an employee shall constitute the type of authorized disciplinary action which
shall generally be considered to be less severe in nature than a dismissal action, a demotion, or a salary
reduction, yet more severe in nature than the issuance of a written reprimand to an employee. In deciding
whether the act or acts of the employee which constitute the grounds for disciplinary action are of such a nature
as to warrant suspension, the appointing authority shall rely upon any one (1) of the following criteria as
justification for the taking of a suspension action against an employee:
(A)
Where the employee commits an act or acts which constitute justification for the dismissal of the employee
under the provisions of paragraph (c)(1), (A) and (B), above, the employee may be suspended rather than
dismissed where the employee's appointing authority determines that the employee's past conduct and/or
performance record and/or other extenuating circumstances mitigate against the taking of a dismissal action
against the employee, provided that no such suspension shall exceed twenty (20) working days in duration;
(B)
Where the employee's appointing authority or supervisor has issued two (2) or more related, written reprimands
to the employee and where the issuance of such reprimands has not resulted in the cessation of the act or acts of
the employee which constituted the grounds for the issuance of the written reprimands in the first instance, the
employee may be suspended for a period not to exceed ten (10) working days, provided that the foregoing shall
not be construed to prevent the employee's appointing authority from suspending the employee following the
issuance of one (1) written reprimand to the employee where:
(i)
The employee commits the same act or acts which resulted in the issuance of the written reprimand within a
period of six (6) months following the issuance of the reprimand; and
(ii)
The act or acts committed by the employee have clearly caused a disruptive effect on the efficient and/or safe
operations of the employee's department, agency, or office and/or the government as a whole.
(5)
Forfeiture of Accrued Annual Leave. The requirement that an employee forfeit accrued annual leave days shall
constitute the type of authorized disciplinary action which shall generally be considered to be comparable in
severity to the suspension of an employee where an employee commits an act or acts which would justify a
suspension under the provisions of paragraph (c)(4), above. In deciding whether an employee should be required
to forfeit accrued annual leave days in lieu of a suspension as would otherwise be justified under the provisions
of paragraph (c)(4), above, the employee's appointing authority shall make such determination based upon an
evaluation of the effect the employee's absence from work would have on the operations of the appointing
authority's department, agency, or office. Where the employee's appointing authority determines that the absence
of an employee from work under a suspension action would cause a detrimental effect on the operations of the
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department, agency, or office in terms of undue losses in the efficiency of operations or a curtailment in the
provisions of services to the general public, the appointing authority shall be justified in causing the employee to
forfeit accrued annual leave days in an amount equal to the number of days the employee would have been
otherwise suspended under, and subject to, the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(4), above; provided,
however, that no such forfeiture of accrued annual leave by an employee shall be in an amount in excess of the
number of annual leave days the employee had accrued as of the effective date of any such action.
(6)
Fine. The requirement that an employee pay a monetary fine shall constitute the type of authorized disciplinary
action which shall generally be considered to be comparable in severity to the suspension of an employee where
an employee commits an act or acts which would justify a suspension under the provisions of paragraph (c)(4),
above, and may be used as an alternative to suspension or forfeiture of accrued annual leave. When a fine is
imposed in lieu of suspension or forfeiture of accrued annual leave, the appointing authority shall be justified in
requiring the employee to pay such fine in an amount not greater in value than the number of days the employee
would have been otherwise suspended under, and subject to, the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(4), above,
or the amount of accrued annual leave the employee would have otherwise been caused to forfeit under, and
subject to, the conditions set forth in paragraph (c)(3), above; provided, however, that in no case may an
employee be required to pay a monetary fine in an amount in excess of five percent (5%) of said employee's
base annual salary.
(7)
Written Reprimand.
(A)
The issuance of a written reprimand to an employee shall constitute the least severe type of all authorized
disciplinary actions. An employee's appointing authority or supervisor shall be justified in issuing a written
reprimand to the employee if the act or acts of the employee which constitute the grounds for disciplinary action
are minor in nature.
(B)
Any employee to whom a written reprimand is issued shall be entitled to respond in writing to any such
reprimand within five (5) working days after the date of the issuance thereof by the employee's appointing
authority or supervisor, as the case may be.
(C)
Whenever an appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be, files or causes to be filed a written
reprimand or a copy thereof in an employee's official personnel file and/or in a departmental personnel file, any
such written reprimand or copy thereof:
(i)
Shall have appended thereto a copy of the employee's written comments in response thereto if such comments
are provided in accordance with subparagraph (B), above; or, in the alternative,
(ii)
Shall be signed by the employee so as to indicate that the employee received and reviewed the reprimand,
provided that such signature by the employee shall not be construed as an indication that the employee concurs
with the contents of the reprimand; or, in the alternative,
(iii)
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Shall be accompanied by a signed certification by the employee's appointing authority or supervisor, as the case
may be, to the effect that the appointing authority or supervisor issued the written reprimand to the employee
and that the employee did not elect to respond in writing to the reprimand or to sign the reprimand.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-195. - Conduct and performance-related disciplinary actions.
(a)
The following provisions shall apply to both conduct and performance-related disciplinary actions.
(1)
Evaluative Factors. Prior to finally taking any of the conduct- or performance-related disciplinary actions
authorized under the provisions of Sections 16-193, except under Subsection (c)(1)(A), thereof, and 16-194,
respectively, an appointing authority or, where applicable, a supervisor shall insure that the following factors
have been evaluated and taken into consideration:
(A)
The severity of the particular disciplinary action in relation to the nature of the particular act or acts of the
employee constituting the grounds for disciplinary action;
(B)
Any extenuating circumstances concerning an employee which may mitigate against the taking of the particular
disciplinary action against the employee;
(C)
An employee's past record of conduct or performance, as the case may be; provided, however, that where an
employee's performance is marginal, the employee's past conduct record may be taken into account in making a
final determination to take a performance-related disciplinary action against the employee; and
(D)
The consistency and uniformity of the particular disciplinary action in relation to the general disciplinary
practices and policies as applied to other employees within the particular department, agency, or office under
facts and circumstances which are substantially the same.
(2)
Procedural Requirements. Except for an immediate suspension as authorized under Section 16-193(c)(4)(D), any
disciplinary action authorized under the provisions of Sections 16-193 and 16-194 which constitutes an adverse
action, as defined in Section 16-102(a)(1), shall be initiated and taken in accordance with the procedures set
forth in Section 16-201 which govern the processing of adverse actions against employees and the taking of
employee appeals therefrom.
(3)
Disciplinary Actions by Appointing Authorities. Any disciplinary action authorized under Sections 16-193 and
16-194 which constitutes an adverse action shall only be finally taken against an employee by the employee's
appointing authority; provided, however, that the foregoing part of this sentence shall not be construed to
prevent any supervisor from effectively initiating or recommending any such action.
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(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-196. - Reserved.
Sec. 16-197. - Statute of limitations on certain disciplinary records.
(a)
Temporary Records. For purposes of Section 16-216, the following records or documents relating to authorized
disciplinary actions which may have been taken against an employee shall be considered to be temporary
records or documents, and shall be maintained in the employee's official personnel file and/or in any
departmental personnel file only for a period of three (3) calendar years and then removed therefrom and
disposed of consistent with the applicable provisions of State law:
(1)
Any written reprimand and any written employee response in relation thereto;
(2)
Any record of an employee's suspension for any period not in excess of ten (10) working days;
(3)
Any record of an employee's forfeiture of accrued annual leave as a disciplinary action in any amount not in
excess of ten (10) accrued leave days; and,
(4)
Any record of fines imposed as a disciplinary action.
(b)
Permanent Records. For purposes of Section 16-216, the following records or documents relating to authorized
disciplinary actions which may have been taken against an employee shall be considered to be permanent
records and shall be retained in the employee's official personnel file and/or in any departmental personnel file in
accordance with the provisions of Sections 16-216 and 16-217:
(1)
Any record of an employee's suspension for any period in excess of ten (10) working days;
(2)
Any record of any employee's forfeiture of accrued annual leave as a disciplinary action in any amount in excess
of ten (10) working days;
(3)
Any record of an employee's demotion or reduction in step rate; and,
(4)
Any record of an employee's dismissal.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-198. - Hearing boards for public safety employees.
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(a)
The appointing authorities of the Police, Fire, Sheriff's, and Corrections Departments shall be authorized to
appoint hearing boards to hear and review conduct- or performance-related disciplinary charges against any
uniformed employee occupying a public safety class of work within their respective departments, and to render
recommendations to the appointing authorities as to the type of authorized disciplinary action, if any, which
should be taken against any such employee. The disciplinary recommendations rendered by any such hearing
board so appointed, shall be advisory in nature and the final determination as to the taking of any authorized
disciplinary action in relation thereto shall rest exclusively with the appointing authorities of such departments.
(b)
In any case where the rights of uniformed employees occupying public safety classes of work within the Police
and Sheriff's Departments with respect to disciplinary actions and appeals therefrom are governed by the
provisions of Article 27, Sections 727 through 734A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, titled "LawEnforcement Officers' Bill of Rights," the provisions of said statute shall apply, in lieu of the provisions of this
Division, in the taking of authorized disciplinary actions against such employees, and there shall be no appeals
to the Personnel Board as a result of the taking of any such disciplinary actions against any such employees as
would otherwise be provided under the applicable provisions of Article XIV. However, in any case where the
appointing authorities of the Police and Sheriff's Departments determine that an investigation and/or an
interrogation is not necessary in order to determine whether any uniformed employee occupying a public safety
class of work within their respective departments has committed an act or acts which constitute grounds for
disciplinary action under the provisions of Sections 16-193 and 16-194, then, and in such event, said appointing
authorities may take any of the disciplinary actions authorized under Sections 16-193 and 16-194 without
appointing a hearing board in advance thereof, and any employee's appeal from any such disciplinary action
shall be taken in accordance with the applicable provisions of Article XIV.
(CB-1-1976; CB-100-1994)
DIVISION 14. - GRIEVANCES, ADVERSE ACTIONS, AND APPEALS.
Sec. 16-199. - Appeal policy.
It shall be the policy of Prince George's County to insure that all employee appeals, whether as a result of an
unresolved grievance or of an adverse action taken against an employee, are expeditiously considered and
equitably adjudicated. All employees are encouraged to openly and freely express their views relative to
conditions of their employment and, where necessary and appropriate, to exercise their appeal rights in
accordance with the procedures stipulated in this Division without fear of reprisal or recrimination. In
furtherance of the foregoing, it shall be wrongful for any appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director of
Human Resources Management to discipline or otherwise take any retaliatory action against any employee, or to
threaten any employee with any such action, on the basis of the employee's exercise of the appeal rights granted
under the provisions of this Division, or for an employee's participation as a witness in any of the proceedings
authorized herein.
(CB-1-1976; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-200. - Procedures for resolving a grievance.
(a)
An employee shall be entitled to initiate a grievance in accordance with the following procedures:
(1)
To Responsible Official.
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(A)
Where an employee has reason to believe that an act or acts by the employee's supervisor, appointing authority,
or the Director of Human Resources Management, as the case may be, constitutes a grievance and where
reasonable efforts on the part of the employee to informally resolve the grievance have been unsatisfactory, the
employee shall file a written complaint with whichever of the foregoing officials was responsible for the act or
acts giving rise to the grievance, setting forth in such written complaint the nature of the grievance and the relief
sought by the employee; provided, however:
(i)
That where the act or acts of the official giving rise to the grievance are effectuated by a written human
resources action which is authorized under the provisions of this Subtitle, and where the employee receives a
final copy of such written human resources action, the employee shall file the written complaint required above
with the responsible official no later than five (5) working days after the employee receives the final copy of the
written human resources action; and
(ii)
With respect to any other act or acts of the official giving rise to the grievance, the employee shall file the
written complaint required above with the responsible official within a reasonable period of time after the act or
acts of the responsible official constituting the grievance becomes known to the employee; provided, however,
that the failure of the employee to file the written complaint within such reasonable period of time shall
constitute grounds for the denial of the relief sought by the aggrieved employee.
(B)
Upon the receipt of any written complaint filed by an employee pursuant to subparagraph (a)(1)(A), above, the
responsible official shall investigate or cause to be investigated the allegations set forth in said complaint and
shall respond, in writing, to the employee with respect to said complaint no later than fourteen (14) calendar
days after the date of receipt thereof. The written response of the responsible official shall state whether or not
any remedial action will be taken with respect to the complaint and, in either event, the reasons therefor. Where
the written response of the responsible official indicates that remedial action will be taken, said written response
shall also state when, in terms of an approximate date, event, or circumstance, the remedy or remedies will be
forthcoming.
(C)
Any employee who has filed a written complaint, as required under subparagraph (a)(1)(A), above, shall be
entitled to pursue the alleged grievance further, based on the circumstances set forth below, by filing a written
complaint with the Director of Human Resources Management if the Director of Human Resources Management
was not the responsible official with whom the employee filed the written complaint in the first instance; or, in
the event that the Director of Human Resources Management was the responsible official with whom the
employee filed the written complaint in the first instance, by filing a written notice of appeal with the Personnel
Board. The entitlement of an employee to file a further written complaint with the Director of Human Resources
Management, or to file a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board, as provided in the preceding
sentence of this subparagraph, shall be conditioned upon:
(i)
The fact that the responsible official with whom the employee filed the signed written complaint required under
subparagraph (a)(1)(A), above, did not respond, in writing, to the employee's complaint within fourteen (14)
calendar days after the date of receipt thereof, as required under subparagraph (a)(2), above;
(ii)
1712/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The fact that the employee is not satisfied with the written response of the responsible official with whom the
employee filed the written complaint; or
(iii)
The fact that the remedy or remedies set forth in the written response of the responsible official were not
effectuated under the conditions set forth in the official's written response.
(D)
The following procedures shall apply to the filing of a further written complaint with the Director of Human
Resources Management, or the filing of a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board, as provided under
subparagraph (a)(1)(C), above:
(i)
Any employee who intends to file a further written complaint with the Director of Human Resources
Management, or a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board, under the circumstances described in
subparagraph (a)(1)(C)(i), above, shall do so no later than five (5) working days after the date the responsible
official was required to have responded to the employee;
(ii)
Any employee who intends to file a further written complaint with the Director of Human Resources
Management, or a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board, under the circumstances described in
subparagraph (a)(1)(C)(ii), above, shall do so no later than five (5) working days after the date of receipt of the
written response from the responsible official; and
(iii)
Any employee who intends to file a further written complaint with the Director of Human Resources
Management, or a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board, under the circumstances described in
subparagraph (a)(1)(C)(iii), above, shall do so within a reasonable period of time after the employee becomes
aware of the fact that the remedy or remedies set forth in the written response of the responsible official have not
been effectuated under the conditions set forth in the written response; provided, however, that the failure of the
employee to file the further written complaint or the written notice of appeal, as the case may be, within such
reasonable period of time shall constitute grounds for the denial of the relief sought by the aggrieved employee.
(2)
To Director of Human Resources Management.
(A)
Whenever any employee files a further written complaint with the Director of Human Resources Management
under the circumstances and procedures set forth under subparagraphs (a)(1)(C)(i) or (ii) and (a)(1)(D)(i), (ii), or
(iii), above, respectively, any such written complaint:
(i)
Shall state the nature of the employee's unresolved grievance, the relief sought by the employee, and the
circumstances under which the grievance has been filed; and,
(ii)
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Shall be accompanied by a copy of the written complaint filed with the responsible official under subparagraph
(a)(1)(A), above, and a copy of the written response of the responsible official, if any, as required under
subparagraph (a)(1)(B), above.
(B)
Upon the receipt of any written complaint filed by an employee pursuant to subparagraph (a)(2)(A), above, the
Director of Human Resources Management shall adhere to the provisions of subparagraph (a)(1)(B), above, with
respect to investigating and responding to such complaint as if the Director of Human Resources Management
were the responsible official with whom the employee filed the written complaint in the first instance.
(C)
Any employee who has filed a written complaint with the Director of Human Resources Management under the
provisions of subparagraph (a)(2)(A), above, shall be entitled to file a written notice of appeal with the Personnel
Board with respect to such written complaint under the circumstances set forth under subparagraph (a)(1)(C)(i),
(ii), or (iii), above, as if the Director of Human Resources Management were the responsible official with whom
the employee filed the written complaint in the first instance.
(D)
Any employee who intends to file a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board under the provisions of
subparagraph (a)(2)(C), above, shall do so in accordance with the filing procedures set forth in subparagraph (a)
(1)(D)(i), (ii), or (iii), above, as if the Director of Human Resources Management were the responsible official
with whom the employee filed the written complaint in the first instance.
(3)
To Personnel Board.
(A)
Whenever any employee files a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board under the circumstances and
procedures set forth in subparagraphs (a)(1)(C)(i), (ii), or (iii) and (a)(1)(D)(i), (ii), or (iii), or under the
circumstances and procedures set forth in subparagraphs (a)(2)(C) and (D), as the case may be, any such
employee shall additionally file with the Personnel Board, at the same time as the written notice of appeal is
filed or no later than ten (10) working days after such notice has been filed, a separate written statement which:
(i)
Shall set forth the nature of the employee's unresolved grievance, the relief sought by the employee, and the
circumstances under which the notice of appeal has been filed; and
(ii)
Shall be accompanied by a copy of any written complaint filed with a responsible official and/or the Director of
Human Resources Management under Subsections (a)(1) and/or (a)(2), above, and a copy of any written
responses of said officials in relation to said complaints, if any, as required under Subsections (a) and (b), above.
(B)
The Personnel Board shall hear and decide any such appeal of an unresolved grievance in accordance with the
provisions of Section 16-203. The Personnel Board may dismiss a grievance if the employee fails to identify a
specific violation.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
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Sec. 16-201. - Procedures for taking adverse actions and employee appeals therefrom.
(a)
Adverse Actions by Appointing Authorities. The following procedures shall apply to the taking of adverse
actions, except as provided in Subsection (b), below, against employees by appointing authorities and to the
taking of employee appeals therefrom:
(1)
Whenever an appointing authority intends to take an adverse action against any employee under the appointing
authority's jurisdiction, the appointing authority shall first serve the employee with a written statement of
charges with respect to the proposed action no later than five (5) working days prior to the intended effective
date of any such action. Any such written statement of charges shall state the specific grounds or other reasons
for taking such action, and the fact that the employee shall be entitled to appeal such action to the Personnel
Board in accordance with the provisions of Subsection (e), below.
(2)
At the same time as the appointing authority serves the statement of charges on the employee as required under
subparagraph (a)(1), above, the appointing authority shall forward a copy of said statement to the Director of
Human Resources Management in order to afford the Director of Human Resources Management an opportunity
to review the proposed action, and to render advisory comments to the appointing authority with respect thereto;
provided however, that in any case where the proposed adverse action to be taken against the employee
constitutes a demotion any such adverse action shall be further subject to the approval of the Director of Human
Resources Management with respect to the condition set forth in Section 16-148(a)(6)(B)(i).
(3)
Any such employee shall be entitled to respond, in writing, to any statement of charges served upon the
employee under subparagraph (a)(1), above, provided such written response is filed with the appointing
authority no later than five (5) working days after the date of receipt of the statement of charges by the
employee.
(4)
Prior to serving any final written notice of adverse action on any such employee, the appointing authority shall
consider any advisory comments rendered by the Director of Human Resources Management with respect to the
statement of charges, as may have been provided under subparagraph (a)(2), above, and any written response
filed by the employee with respect to the statement of charges, as may have been provided under subparagraph
(a)(3), above; provided however, that in the case of any adverse action which constitutes a demotion, the
appointing authority shall rescind any such proposed action where the Director of Human Resources
Management has disapproved such action pursuant to the provisions of Section 16-148(a)(6)(B)(i).
(5)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (a)(1), (2), (3), and (4), above, an appointing authority shall
not be required to file an advance statement of charges with an employee prior to serving a final written notice of
adverse action on the employee under any one (1) of the following circumstances:
(A)
In the case of any immediate suspension taken in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-193(c)(4)(D); or
(B)
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In the case of any demotion requested solely at the discretion of the employee pursuant to the provisions of
Section 16-148(a)(6)(A)(iv).
(6)
Any such employee shall be entitled to file a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board with respect to
any final notice of adverse action taken against any such employee, provided said notice of appeal is filed with
the Board no later than five (5) working days after the date of receipt of the final notice of adverse action by the
employee; or, in the case of any immediate suspension taken pursuant to Section 16-193(c)(4)(D), no later than
five (5) working days after the date such action is taken by the appointing authority. At the same time any such
written notice of appeal is filed with the Personnel Board, or no later than ten (10) working days after such
notice has been filed, the employee shall additionally file with the Board, a separate written statement setting
forth the specific employee allegations with respect to the adverse action and the relief sought by the employee.
(b)
Adverse Actions by Appointing Authorities. The following procedures shall apply to the taking of adverse
actions concerning a separation, termination, dismissal, demotion, or fines against employees by appointing
authorities and to the taking of employee appeals therefrom:
(1)
Whenever an appointing authority intends to take an adverse action against any employee under the appointing
authority's jurisdiction, the appointing authority shall first serve the employee with a written statement of
charges with respect to the proposed action no later than ten (10) working days prior to the intended effective
date of any such action. Any such written statement of charges shall state the specific grounds or other reasons
for taking such action and the fact that the employee shall be entitled to appeal such action to the Personnel
Board in accordance with the provisions of Subsection (e), below.
(2)
At the same time as the appointing authority serves the notice of intent on the employee as required under
subparagraph (b)(1), above, the appointing authority shall forward a copy of said statement to the Director of
Human Resources Management in order to afford the Director of Human Resources Management an opportunity
to review the proposed action, and to render advisory comments to the appointing authority with respect thereto.
(3)
Any such employee shall be entitled to respond, in writing, to any statement of charges served upon the
employee under subparagraph (b)(1), above, provided such written response is filed with the appointing
authority no later than ten (10) working days after the date of receipt of the notice by the employee.
(4)
Prior to serving any final written notice of adverse action on any such employee, the appointing authority shall
consider any advisory comments rendered by the Director of Human Resources Management with respect to the
statement of charges, as may have been provided under subparagraph (b)(2), above, and any written response
filed by the employee with respect to the statement of charges, as may have been provided under subparagraph
(b)(3), above.
(5)
Any such employee shall be entitled to file a written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board with respect to
any final notice of adverse action taken against any such employee, provided said notice of appeal is filed with
the Board no later than five (5) working days after the date of receipt of the final notice of adverse action by the
employee. At the same time any such written notice of appeal is filed with the Personnel Board, or no later than
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ten (10) working days after such notice has been filed, the employee shall additionally file with the Board, a
separate written statement setting forth the specific details with respect to the adverse action and the relief
sought by the employee.
(c)
Nothing in this Section shall prevent an appointing authority from ordering the immediate suspension of an
employee who meets the criteria for such action under the personnel law.
(d)
Adverse Actions by Director of Human Resources Management. The following procedures shall apply to the
taking of employee appeals from adverse actions authorized and taken by the Director of Human Resources
Management against any employee.
(1)
Whenever any employee receives a final notice of an adverse action authorized and taken against any such
employee by the Director of Human Resources Management, any such employee shall be entitled to file a
written notice of appeal with the Personnel Board with respect to such adverse action, provided said notice of
appeal is filed with the Board no later than five (5) working days after the date the adverse action is to become
effective as stipulated in the final notice of adverse action. At the same time any such written notice of appeal is
filed with the Personnel Board, or no later than ten (10) working days after such notice has been filed, the
employee shall additionally file with the Board, a separate written statement setting forth the specific employee
allegations with respect to the adverse action and the relief sought by the employee.
(2)
The Personnel Board shall hear and decide any such employee appeal of an adverse action authorized and taken
by the Director of Human Resources Management in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-203.
(e)
The Personnel Board shall hear and decide any such employee appeal of an adverse action in accordance with
the provisions of Section 16-203.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-27-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-202. - Appeals by employees and by former employees.
(a)
The following procedures shall apply to the taking of appeals to the Personnel Board by employees who have
taken or sought examinations for appointment to vacant positions in the classified service with respect to certain
actions by the Director of Human Resources Management and/or appointing authorities with respect thereto, and
by any former employee seeking reinstatement, reemployment, or reappointment.
(1)
Whenever any employee has taken or sought to take a recruitment examination, as defined in Section 16-102(a)
(45), or whenever any former employee is seeking or has sought reinstatement, reemployment, or
reappointment, as the case may be, any such person shall be entitled to file a written notice of appeal with the
Personnel Board with respect to any action of the Director of Human Resources Management and/or the
appointing authority in interest with respect thereto, including, in the case of any such recruitment examination,
actions pertaining to the methods of examination and the preparation of eligibility registers and certification
therefrom, provided that:
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(A)
The written notice of appeal is filed with the Personnel Board by the aggrieved person no later than thirty (30)
calendar days after the date the action or actions in dispute were taken by the Director of Human Resources
Management and/or the appointing authority in interest;
(B)
At the same time the written notice of appeal is filed with the Personnel Board, or no later than fourteen (14)
calendar days after such notice has been filed, the aggrieved person additionally files with the Board, a separate
written statement setting forth the person's specific allegations with respect to such actions and the relief sought
by the person; and,
(C)
The aggrieved person alleges, in such petition, that the action or actions giving rise to the appeal were clearly
arbitrary and capricious or were illegal.
(2)
The Personnel Board shall hear and decide any such appeal by any such aggrieved person in accordance with the
provisions of Section 16-203.
(CB-1-1976; CB-5-2003; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-203. - Hearings before the Personnel Board.
(a)
The following provisions shall apply to hearings before the County Personnel Board.
(1)
General. Pursuant to Section 907 of Article IX of County Charter, the Personnel Board shall be the final
administrative appeal authority for Prince George's County, Maryland, relating to any appeal filed with the
Board under the provisions of Sections 16-200 through 16-202 of this Subtitle. In the case of any such appeal to
the Board, the decisions and orders of the Board shall be final on all parties concerned and may not be appealed
to any other administrative board. Any hearing before the Personnel Board shall be public, if so requested by the
aggrieved party. After hearing any appeal, the Board may issue such order as it finds proper by the facts
presented in the case. Any such order shall be accompanied by a statement of findings of fact and conclusions of
law. The Board may, in any such order, sustain, modify, or reverse the action or actions of an appointing
authority, supervisor, or the Director of Human Resources Management, as the case may be, which gave rise to
the appeal. The Board may order the reinstatement of the employee with partial or full back pay and benefits or
without back pay. Any order for back pay and benefits which arises from this Section may not be imposed for
claims which arose prior to the effective date of this legislation. This shall not be construed as extinguishing a
right or remedy which existed prior to the enactment of the legislation. All data pertinent to any decision of the
Board shall be subject to the scrutiny of all parties to the proceedings and/or the attorneys representing said
parties.
(2)
Conduct of Hearings. Except as may be otherwise modified by the provisions of this Section, all procedures
governing hearings before the Personnel Board shall be established under the regulations which are required to
be proposed by the Board and approved by the County Council pursuant to Section 16-105(a)(1).
(A)
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Within thirty (30) days after receiving an appeal of an adverse action concerning a separation, termination,
dismissal, demotion, or fines, the Personnel Board shall schedule a hearing within sixty (60) days of the receipt
of the appeal and notify the parties of the hearing date, or shall refer the appeal to a hearing examiner in
accordance with subparagraph (8)(C) of this Section within (ten) 10 days of receipt of the appeal for a hearing to
be scheduled within sixty (60) days. The Board may continue the hearing only under the following conditions:
(i)
Each party must consent to the continuance;
(ii)
Each party may only receive one continuance; and
(iii)
If a continuance is granted to either party, the hearing must be rescheduled to a date not more than sixty (60)
days from the scheduled hearing date.
(B)
Within forty-five (45) days after the close of the hearing record, the Personnel Board shall issue to the parties a
written decision.
(3)
Right to Representation. Any employee or former employee who has filed an appeal with the Personnel Board
pursuant to Sections 16-200, 16-201, or 16-202 shall be entitled to be represented by legal counsel with respect
to all proceedings before the Board regarding said appeal.
(4)
Consolidation of Appeals. The Personnel Board may consolidate for hearing, all appeals which, in the
determination of the Board, represent a common cause of action.
(5)
Appeals Held in Abeyance. Whenever an employee files a written notice of appeal with the Board as a result of
a suspension taken against said employee under the provisions of Section 16-193(c)(4)(D), the Board shall hold
any such appeal in abeyance pending a determination of said employee's guilt or innocence by a trial court.
(6)
Dismissal of Appeals. Whenever any employee or former employee files a written notice of appeal and separate
petition with the Personnel Board, the Board shall issue an order dismissing the appeal without further
proceedings where:
(A)
All parties to any such appeal before the Board have filed a written request with the Board to dismiss the appeal;
or
(B)
Any such notice of appeal and/or separate written statement associated with such notice of appeal were not filed
with the Board within the time limits or periods specified for such filings under Sections 16-200, 16-201, or 161719/3869
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202, as the case may be, unless cause to the contrary has been shown to the Board by the person filing the
appeal.
(7)
Referral of Appeals to County Attorney. Whenever an employee, former employee, or applicant for employment
files a written notice of appeal and a separate written statement with the Personnel Board, as required under the
provisions of Sections 16-200, 16-201, or 16-202, as the case may be, the Personnel Board shall transmit a copy
of any such notice of appeal and written statement to the County Attorney so that the interests of the County can
be represented with respect to any such appeal. Whenever any such petition alleges discrimination, the County's
Equal Employment Officer, acting as an agent of the County Attorney, shall conduct an investigation of the
merits of the allegations set forth in any such written statement. The EEO Officer shall issue a confidential
written report to the County Attorney setting forth the results of any such investigation. The County Attorney
shall proceed, upon the receipt of the EEO Officer's report regarding the allegations of discrimination and on the
basis of such other investigations as the County Attorney may deem appropriate, to present the County's position
in the proceedings before the Personnel Board with respect to any such appeal and/or shall conduct such
conciliations or negotiations with respect to a potential settlement or resolution of such appeal as deemed
appropriate by the County Attorney.
(8)
Consideration of Appeals. The following general criteria shall apply to the Personnel Board's consideration of
appeals:
(A)
Whenever an employee or former employee files an appeal in accordance with this Subtitle, the Board shall not
substitute its judgment for that of the official who had taken the action, but shall attempt to ascertain, based on
the preponderance of the evidence presented to the Board, whether there is any reasonable basis to support the
action taken by the official.
(B)
Whenever any employee or former employee files an appeal in accordance with Sections 16-200, 16-201, or 16202, as the case may be, with respect to any action of an appointing authority, supervisor, or the Director of
Human Resources Management, except for those appeals described in subparagraph (a)(8)(C), below, any such
aggrieved party shall have the burden of going forward with the evidence before the Board.
(C)
Whenever any permanent status employee files an appeal in accordance with Section 16-201(a) with respect to
any disciplinary action taken by the employee's appointing authority which would constitute an adverse action,
the employee's appointing authority shall have the burden of going forward with the evidence before the Board.
In each such case, the Board shall review the authority in law for the taking of the action, and shall sustain the
action of the appointing authority where the law and the facts, as proved by a preponderance of the evidence,
justify the action taken by the appointing authority. Conversely, where the law and/or facts, as proved by a
preponderance of the evidence, do not justify the action of the appointing authority, the Board shall rule in favor
of the party who filed the appeal.
(D)
Whenever any employee files an appeal of an unresolved grievance in accordance with Section 16-200 and the
Board finds that the relief sought by the employee is not within the ability of the appointing authority,
supervisor, or the Director of Human Resources Management to provide, the Board shall transmit its findings of
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fact and conclusions with respect thereto to both the County Executive and the County Council for appropriate
action if deemed necessary.
(9)
Hearing Examiners.
(A)
The Personnel Board shall be authorized to recommend, in writing, to the County Executive, the appointment of
one (1) or more hearing examiners to assist the Board by conducting hearings on any appeal before the Board.
The Director of Human Resources Management may recommend to the Personnel Board the need for such
hearing examiners.
(B)
Upon the written recommendation of the Personnel Board, as provided in subparagraph (a)(9)(A), above, and
subject to budgetary and classification actions, the County Executive shall appoint such hearing examiners as the
Board has recommended in writing. Any such hearing examiner, so appointed by the County Executive, shall, as
a condition to appointment, be an attorney admitted to practice before the highest court of a state or the District
of Columbia.
(C)
In accordance with such procedural requirements as the Personnel Board may propose and the County Council
may approve pursuant to Section 16-105(a)(1) and subparagraph (a)(2) of this Section, any hearing examiner, so
appointed, shall conduct hearings on appeals filed with the Board and shall make written findings of fact,
conclusions, and recommendations to the Personnel Board with respect to any such appeal.
(10)
Referral of Orders to Director of Human Resources Management or County Executive.
(A)
In any case where the Personnel Board, after hearing an appeal, issues a final decision and order which requires
remedial action to be taken by an appointing authority or supervisor, the Board shall transmit a copy of any such
order to the Director of Human Resources Management. The Director of Human Resources Management shall
be responsible for advising the Board, in writing, if the appointing authority or supervisor, as the case may be,
fails to comply with such order of the Board no later than thirty-five (35) calendar days after the date of the
receipt of any such order from the Board. Any such written reply by the Director of Human Resources
Management shall state the reason or reasons for such noncompliance by the appointing authority or supervisor,
as the case may be.
(B)
In any case where the Personnel Board, after hearing an appeal, issues a final decision and order which requires
remedial action to be taken by the Director of Human Resources Management, the Board shall transmit a copy
of said order to the County Executive. The County Executive shall be responsible for responding, in writing, to
the Board under the same circumstances and procedures as are set forth in subparagraph (a)(10)(A), above, with
respect to responses by the Director of Human Resources Management to the Board.
(11)
Transcripts of Hearings. The Personnel Board shall make available a transcript of any hearing before the Board
to any party to the proceedings of an appeal before the Board upon the payment of such reasonable costs for
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such transcript as determined by the Board.
(12)
Pay status of Terminated Employee. In the event of an appeal of an adverse action concerning a separation,
termination, dismissal, demotion, or fines if the Personnel Board orders the reinstatement of the employee, the
employee shall be placed in a pay status as of the date of the Personnel Board's order provided the order is not
appealed. If the adverse action is upheld by the Personnel Board and is appealed to a Court which determines
that the employee shall be reinstated, the employee shall be placed in a pay status as of the date of the Court's
order provided the order is not appealed.
(13)
Production of Documents. If requested by the employee at least ten (10) working days prior to the hearing, the
appointing authority shall provide without charge or cost copies of all documents used by the employer for
preparation of the case. The parties shall exchange any lists of proposed witnesses to be called at the hearing no
later than five (5) working days prior to the hearing. The appointing authority shall not introduce any additional
documents at the hearing unless a copy was provided to the employee at least five (5) days prior to the hearing
or except to rebut testimony or documentary evidence submitted by the employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-83-1979; CB-107-1985; CB-25-1995; CB-22-2000; CB-27-2000; CB-5-2003; CB-91-2003)
Editor's note— CR-53-1977 approved the Personnel Board Rules of Administrative Procedure.
Sec. 16-204. - Appeals from final decisions and orders of the Personnel Board.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 907 of Article IX of County Charter any person, including Prince George's County,
Maryland, aggrieved by a final decision and order of the Personnel Board may, within thirty (30) calendar days
of the date such decision and order is issued, appeal such decision and order to the Circuit Court for Prince
George's County, Maryland. Any such appeal shall be limited to errors of jurisdiction, errors of law, and clear
abuse of discretion by the Personnel Board.
(b)
Any appeals to the Circuit Court, as provided in Subsection (a), above, shall be based upon the record evidence
taken before the Board. However, additional evidence may be presented to said court by either the appealing
party or any other party in interest if written application, by a petition to show cause, is made to said court before
the date set for the hearing requesting leave to present additional evidence on the issues in the case. After a
hearing on any such petition, if it is shown to the satisfaction of said court that the additional evidence is
material to the case and that there were valid reasons for the failure to present said evidence in the proceedings
before the Personnel Board, said court shall order that said additional evidence be taken before the Personnel
Board. In any case where such additional evidence is taken before the Personnel Board, the Board may sustain,
modify, or reverse its original, final decision and order on such case by reason of said additional evidence, and
shall, thereafter, file with said court a part of the record, any additional evidence together with any modifications
to its original decision and order.
(c)
Any party to the proceeding in the Circuit Court aggrieved by the decision of the said Court may appeal from
such decision to the Court of Special Appeals.
(CB-1-1976; CB-27-1984)
Sec. 16-205. - Reimbursement for employee legal fees and/or court costs.
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(a)
Any employee shall be entitled to be reimbursed by the County for full or partial legal fees and/or court costs
incurred by the employee or incurred by a collective bargaining agent or other third party provider of legal
representation on behalf of an employee as a result of taking an appeal of an unresolved grievance or an adverse
action under Sections 16-200 and 16-201, respectively, before the Personnel Board and/or before a court of law,
on appeal, under the following circumstances, and subject to the limitations established by the County Council
pursuant to Subsection (d), below:
(1)
Where the employee takes an appeal of an unresolved grievance or an adverse action under Sections 16-200 and
16-201, respectively, before the Personnel Board and the final decision and order of the Board with respect to
such appeal constitutes a ruling in the employee's favor, the Board shall determine a full or partial
reimbursement for any legal fees incurred by the employee or incurred by a collective bargaining agent or other
third party provider of legal representation on behalf of an employee with respect to the appeal proceedings
before the Board and shall issue a final order for the payment thereof by the County;
(2)
Where the employee takes an appeal of a final decision and order of the Personnel Board before the courts as a
result of the initial taking of an appeal of an unresolved grievance or an adverse action, as the case may be,
before the Board, and where the final court determination with respect to such appeal constitutes a ruling in the
employee's favor, the Board shall determine a full or partial reimbursement for any legal fees and court costs
incurred by the employee or incurred by a collective bargaining agent or other third party provider of legal
representation on behalf of an employee with respect to the appeal proceedings before the courts, and with
respect to any initial appeal proceedings before the Board with respect thereto, if not previously determined and
awarded, and shall issue a final order for the payment thereof by the County;
(3)
Where the employee defends an appeal before the courts of a final decision and order of the Personnel Board
which constituted a ruling in the employee's favor, the Board shall determine a full or partial reimbursement for
any legal fees and court costs incurred by the employee or incurred by a collective bargaining agent or other
third party provider of legal representation on behalf of an employee in defending the Board's final decision and
order before the courts, whether or not said final court determination constitutes a ruling in the employee's favor,
and shall issue a final order for the payment thereof by the County; or
(4)
Where a final decision and order of the Personnel Board constituting a ruling in the employee's favor is not
effectuated by the County within the time period stipulated in such final order, or where such time period for
compliance has been extended by the Board upon application by the County, and where such final order of the
Board is not subject to further appeal, the Board shall determine a full or partial reimbursement for any legal
fees and court costs incurred by the employee or incurred by a collective bargaining agent or other third party
provider of legal representation on behalf of an employee in enforcing the Board's final order before the courts,
and shall issue a final order for payment thereof by the County.
(b)
In deciding whether any final order or determination of the Personnel Board or the courts constituted a ruling in
employee's favor under the terms of Subsection (a), above, the Board shall make any such decision based upon a
determination as to whether or not the employee was granted substantial relief and whether the final order or
determination specified impropriety or wrongdoing by the County, consistent with the allegations in the
complaint.
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(c)
The Board shall issue a final order for the full or partial reimbursement of legal fees and/or court costs under
Subsection (a), above, only after the employee's attorney has submitted an application setting forth the hours
employed and the basis of the claim. A copy of said application shall be served upon the County Attorney by the
employee's attorney and a written certification to that effect shall be served on the Personnel Board by the
employee's attorney. Any such application shall only be considered if filed with the Board no later than six (6)
months after the termination of all applicable proceedings. The Board may act upon any application without a
hearing unless a written objection with respect to such application is filed by the County Attorney within five (5)
working days of the date of service of the aforesaid application. Where such objection is filed by the County
Attorney, the Board shall hold a hearing on the application and may issue a final order at any time thereafter.
(d)
Prior to June 1 of each odd numbered year, the Personnel Board shall forward to the County Council for
approval by resolution, pursuant to Section 16-105(a)(1), a reimbursement schedule for full or partial legal fees
and court costs. Said schedule shall establish minimum and maximum hourly fee rates and maximum total
amounts of reimbursement per appeal. In no case shall the Personnel Board issue a final order for the payment or
reimbursement in excess of the limitations established by the County Council. Prior to final approval of the
reimbursement schedule by the County Council, the County Executive shall be given an opportunity to comment
thereon.
(e)
Any final order issued by the Personnel Board for the full or partial reimbursement of an employee's legal fees
and/or court costs under Subsection (a), above, shall constitute a contingent liability on the County and, as a
result thereof, the County Executive shall annually recommend in the County's proposed expense budget, an
appropriation of revenue in a special nondepartmental fund sufficient to cover the County's anticipated liabilities
with respect to such payment of legal fees and/or court costs for employees. The County Director of Finance
shall make payment for any award of legal fees and/or court costs no later than forty-five (45) calendar days
after the presentation to the Director of Finance of a final order for payment as issued by the Personnel Board
under Subsection (a), above. In any case where there is insufficient revenue in such special, nondepartmental
fund to make payment upon the presentation of a final order for payment thereof, the Director of Finance shall
so advise the employee's attorney and interest shall accrue on the unpaid balance at the rate of ten percent (10%)
per annum. In any such event, the Director shall advise the County Council and the County Executive of all such
unpaid claims and an amount of revenue sufficient to cover all such claims, and accrued interest, shall be
included by the County Executive in the ensuing fiscal year's County expense budget.
(CB-1-1976; CB-69-1998; CB-6-2000; CB-22-2000)
Editor's note— CR-22-1999 approved the Reimbursement Schedule for Employee Legal Fees and Court Costs
for employees entitled to reimbursement for hearings before the Personnel Board.
CR-25-2005 approved the Reimbursement Schedule for Employee Legal Fees and Court Costs for employees
entitled to reimbursement for hearings before the Personnel Board.
CR-44-2013 approved the Reimbursement Schedule for Employee Legal Fees and Court Costs for employees
entitled to reimbursement for hearings before the Personnel Board.
DIVISION 15. - DEVELOPMENT AND INCENTIVES.
Sec. 16-206. - Development and incentive policy.
(a)
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It shall be the policy of Prince George's County to:
(1)
Develop and maintain training programs for the purpose of properly effectuating the promotional policies set
forth in Section 16-152 with respect to career development and upward mobility for employees;
(2)
Provide employees with healthful and safe working environments and conditions; and,
(3)
Develop and maintain an incentive awards program for employees so as to properly recognize employee
achievement and productivity.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-207. - Employee training.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall have the following general responsibilities with respect to
employee training, subject to funding availability:
(1)
To develop and conduct, on a continual basis, an appropriate orientation program for all employees upon initial
appointment;
(2)
To develop and conduct, on a continual basis, centralized employee and management level training programs
where such programs have common application to the training needs of a majority of departments, agencies, and
offices;
(3)
To assist all appointing authorities and supervisors in the development of intradepartmental or intraoffice
training programs designed to meet the special training needs of their departments, agencies and offices;
(4)
To develop and conduct a centralized employee counseling service designed to insure that all employees are
aware of and are participating in, applicable intradepartmental and interdepartmental training programs; and
(5)
To provide guidance to employees on available tools and resources to further career growth and development.
(b)
In furtherance of the responsibilities set forth in Subsection (a), above, the Director of Human Resources
Management shall prepare, in consultation with appointing authorities and supervisors, an annual County
training plan.
(c)
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All appointing authorities and supervisors shall have the following general responsibilities with respect to
employee training:
(1)
To assist the Director of Human Resources Management in the development of the applicable components of
each of the County's annual training plans;
(2)
To make all employees under their respective jurisdictions aware of all applicable training programs and to
otherwise assist and facilitate said employee's participation in such programs; and
(3)
To recognize and utilize the increased skills and capabilities of employees under their respective jurisdictions
developed as a result of participation in such training programs to the extent possible.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-208. - Employee health and safety.
(a)
The County Executive or the County Executive's designee shall develop an occupational health and safety
program for employees which conforms to the occupational health and safety standards and regulations
promulgated by the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry of the State of Maryland pursuant to
the provisions of Title 5, Labor and Employment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
In addition to the responsibilities set forth in Subsection (a), above, the County Executive or the County
Executive's designee shall be responsible for developing and conducting a medical examination program
applicable to the following classes or groups of employees as a qualification for such employee's initial
appointment or reappointment, as the case may be:
(1)
For any employee who is to be appointed to a position in a class of work which, due to the nature of the duties,
tasks, and responsibilities of said class of work as stipulated in the applicable class specification, reasonably
requires such employee to undergo a medical examination to insure that such employee, if appointed, will not
constitute a danger to the employee, other employees, and/or members of the general public; and
(2)
For any employee seeking reappointment who has been previously separated from County service under the
provisions of Section 16-189(c) or (d) respecting disabilities.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-209. - Incentive program.
(a)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for maintaining an incentive awards
program for employees designed to improve the efficiency and economy of County government by recognizing,
1726/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

through appropriate awards, the special talents, creativity, productivity, and resourcefulness of employees.
(b)
The incentive awards program may include provisions for appointing authorities to recognize extraordinary
performance by employees under their jurisdictions pursuant to agency procedures approved by the Chief
Administrative Officer.
(c)
The incentive awards program may also include provisions for the nomination of employees to receive, at the
County Executive's discretion, County Executive awards for distinguished or meritorious service.
(d)
Any incentive award granted pursuant to this Section may be in the form of a gift, grant of annual leave, or
nonbase salary payment.
(e)
Pursuant to procedures promulgated by the Director, an appointing authority may recommend the additional
accrual of annual leave days in any leave year for any eligible employee under the appointing authority's
jurisdiction where the appointing authority believes the employee's performance justifies such award.
(f)
Any revenue appropriated in any of the County's current expense budgets to support the incentive awards
authorized by this Section shall be maintained in a special, nondepartmental or departmental account and no
award authorized shall be granted in excess of the revenue appropriated in any fiscal year to support such
program.
(CB-1-1976; CB-99-1982; CB-37-1989; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-210. - Tuition assistance program.
(a)
There is hereby established a Tuition Assistance Program for the purpose of providing tuition reimbursement to
full- and part-time permanent merit and exempt status employees upon their successful completion of collegelevel courses attended at accredited institutions and related to the nature of such employee's duties, tasks, and
responsibilities. The Tuition Assistance Program is designed to facilitate employee career development and
upward mobility in the interests of quality public service and is subject to funding availability in the Tuition
Assistance Fund pursuant to Subtitle 10, Division 24. The Tuition Assistance Program will be administered in
accordance with established personnel procedures and will provide for the establishment of an oversight
committee, development of criteria for participation and approval, and is subject to the provisions of the Tuition
Assistance Fund pursuant to Subtitle 10, Division 24.
(b)
Full-time employees may receive up to Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) each per fiscal year and part-time
employees may receive up to One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) each per fiscal year for tuition
assistance.
(c)
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A participating employee in the Tuition Assistance Program shall have worked for the County for at least one (1)
year, has had no disciplinary action against them within the last year of employment with the County, and has a
minimum performance evaluation of Satisfactory.
(d)
All employees who receive such tuition assistance shall remain in the County Government employment for at
least two (2) years from the date of conclusion of said education program. All employees seeking tuition
assistance shall successfully complete the educational course(s) in its entirety.
(e)
In the event the employee who receives such tuition assistance does not comply with the requirements of
Subsection (d), said employee shall refund all disbursed monies to the County unless the requirements are
waived by the Director of Human Resources Management.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-57-2014)
Sec. 16-211. - Deferred compensation plan.
(a)
The purpose of this Section is to enable all permanent status employees to participate in a voluntary tax sheltered
income deferment plan and to obtain the tax advantages inherent in such a plan as authorized by Section 457 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.
(b)
The County Executive or the County Executive's designee shall develop a deferred compensation plan for the
benefit of all employees described in Subsection (a), above, which shall meet the criteria for approval by the
Internal Revenue Service. Upon the development of said plan, the County Executive shall be authorized, by
executive order, to promptly effectuate and implement the plan, without the need for further legislative action
thereon. However, nothing in this Section shall be construed to preclude the County Council from adopting
further legislation with respect to said plan.
(c)
The plan may provide for a Board of Trustees to exercise overall supervision over the administration of the plan,
and, to that end, the executive order may provide for the establishment of an indenture of trust for the plan and a
Board of Trustees to superintend the administration thereof. The Board of Trustees or such other official or
entity charged with superintending the administration of the plan, shall be designated and appointed by the
County Executive, and shall have the following powers:
(1)
To do such acts as may be necessary to implement, maintain, and administer the plan;
(2)
To receive the amount of compensation deferred pursuant to Subsection (d), below, and to use such proceeds, in
accordance with any investment election permitted the employee under the plan, to purchase a fixed or variable
life insurance or annuity contract, or such other investment or savings options as may be permitted under the
plan, or a combination of the same, all to be held by the superintending board, official, or entity. Each such fixed
or variable life insurance and annuity contract shall be purchased from one (1) or more insurance companies
licensed to write insurance in the State of Maryland; and,
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(3)
To take such other and further actions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Section.
(d)
The County Executive or the County Executive's designee may, by contract, agree with any of the employees
described in Subsection (a), above, to defer, in whole or in part, any such employee's authorized salary or
compensation.
(e)
The deferred compensation plan authorized by this Section shall exist and serve in addition to any other
retirement, pension, or benefit system established by the State or County and no deferral of income under such
deferred compensation plan shall effect a reduction of the amount of any such retirement, pension, or other
benefit provided by law. Any sum deferred under such deferred compensation plan shall be included in the
employee's compensation for purposes of computing FICA contributions and contributions to a State or County
retirement system, but shall not be included for the purposes of computing Federal or State taxes withheld on
behalf of any such employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-212. - Health and life insurance plans.
The County Executive shall establish health and life insurance plans for the benefit of all permanent status
employees. Said plans may provide for contributions by both the County and participating employees toward the
cost of maintaining said plans. The benefits established under said plans, as well as any County contributions
thereto, may be increased from time to time by the County Executive, but said benefits and/or contributions shall
not be decreased by the County Executive without the prior approval of the County Council by resolution or by a
specific reduction of the amount of funds budgeted for said purposes.
(CB-1-1976)
Editor's note— CR-40-2008 authorizes the establishment of a Non-Pension Post Employment Benefits Trust
Fund for retiree health benefits.
Sec. 16-213. - Length of service awards.
An appropriate award shall be given to each employee by the Director of Human Resources Management upon
each such employee's completion of the first five (5) years of County service, and an appropriate award of
elevating value shall be awarded to each such employee for each subsequent five (5) year period of County
service.
(CB-1-1976; CB-19-1989; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-214. - Retirement certificates.
An appropriate certificate, signed by the County Executive and the Chairman of the County Council, shall be
presented to each employee upon such employee's retirement from County service.
(CB-1-1976)
DIVISION 16. - PERSONNEL RECORDS.
Sec. 16-215. - Records policy.
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Pursuant to the provisions of Section 203 of the County Charter and Title 10, Subtitle 6, State Government
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, all personnel and leave records and documents contained in each
employee's personnel file shall be regarded as confidential information and shall not be made available to any
person except those persons described in Section 16-216(d) and except under circumstances otherwise
authorized by applicable State or Federal statute and any regulations authorized pursuant thereto.
(CB-1-1976; CB-83-1996)
Sec. 16-216. - Official personnel records.
(a)
Official Custodian. The Director of Human Resources Management shall be the official custodian of all
employee personnel files and of all records and documents contained in each such file.
(b)
Maintenance and Disposition.
(1)
An official personnel file shall be established and maintained by the Director of Human Resources Management
for each former and current County employee. Each such employee personnel file shall contain all records and
documents relating to employment from initial appointment through final termination of County employment.
Consistent with the provisions of Section 16-197 and any other applicable law or regulation, the Director of
Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures providing for the designation and
maintenance of all employment records and documents in each employee personnel file as either temporary
records or permanent records. Said personnel procedures shall further provide for the disposal of temporary
records and the retention of permanent records.
(c)
Verification of Information.
(1)
The Director of Human Resources Management may, for the purpose of assisting a former or current employee
in establishing credit or upon the inquiry of an employer of a former or current employee, verify any such
employee's full name, date of employment, class, title and salary.
(d)
Inspection of Files.
(1)
An employee's personnel file may be inspected by the following persons:
(A)
The employee in interest;
(B)
Any person to whom the employee in interest has given prior written authorization;
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(C)
The present appointing authority and supervisor of the employee in interest;
(D)
The Personnel Board as necessary for the proper performance of the duties and responsibilities of the Personnel
Board;
(E)
The County Auditor, as necessary for the proper performance of the duties and responsibilities of the County
Auditor;
(F)
The County Director of Finance, as necessary for the proper performance of the duties and responsibilities of the
County Director of Finance;
(G)
The County Equal Employment Opportunity Officer for purposes of investigating appeals to the Personnel
Board wherein discrimination is alleged pursuant to the provisions of Section 16-203(a)(7); and
(H)
Any other person who has been specifically authorized by law to inspect such files.
(2)
In any event where any person described in paragraph (d)(1), above, except for the employee in interest, has
inspected any employee's personnel file, any such person shall, thereafter, maintain all information acquired as a
result thereof in a confidential manner and shall not divulge or make available in any other manner any of said
information to any person.
(3)
In any event where the employee in interest inspects said employee's own personnel file, as provided under
paragraph (d)(1), above, said employee shall be entitled to file a signed statement for inclusion in said file where
the employee finds that any information contained therein is inaccurate, incomplete, or not being maintained in
accordance with applicable law if the employee is not otherwise able to have said information corrected under
the supervision of the Director of Human Resources Management.
(4)
Any person, other than the employee in interest, a person authorized by the employee in interest, the Director of
Human Resources Management, or a person acting on behalf of the Director of Human Resources Management,
who reviews or examines a personnel file shall be required to record the person's name, authority to review this
personnel file, and date of review on a form which shall be maintained in the personnel file. A copy of the form
shall be forwarded to the employee within five business days. In the event that the personnel file of an employee
who is the subject of a criminal investigation conducted by a law enforcement agency is reviewed pursuant to a
subpoena or of an employee who is the subject of an administrative investigation concerning the employee's
conduct pursuant to Section 16-193, the Director of Human Resources Management shall forward a copy of the
form to the employee within five business days after the subpoena allows disclosure or after ninety days of the
examination by the appointing authority conducting an administrative investigation. If any person, including the
employee in interest, a person authorized by the employee in interest, the Director of Human Resources
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Management or appointing authority, or a person acting on behalf of the Director of Human Resources
Management examines a personnel file, the date of examination, reason for examination, and identity of the
person examining the file shall be recorded in one or more logs maintained by the Director of Human Resources
Management. The entry into a personnel file by staff assigned to the Personnel Office whose job function
requires regular access to such files for the purposes of routine filing of records and/or verifying or updating
information is not required to be logged.
(e)
The official personnel file includes any file that contains documents relating to employment with the County,
including, but not limited to, application, resumes, documentation of disciplinary actions and related appeals,
performance ratings and counseling forms, processed employee actions, supervisor's report of injury, job-related
letters of commendation, training certificates, service awards, job-related personal information, and personal
information provided by the employee, such as emergency telephone numbers and next of kin designations.
Preemployment physical examination or fitness for duty examination reports and evaluations, records of
required vaccinations or related waivers, infectious disease exposure reports, and benefit election and
designation forms shall be maintained separately and in a manner that protects the confidentiality of medical
information relating to the employee. No unofficial file shall be maintained without the express knowledge of
the employee.
(CB-1-1976; CB-83-1996; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-217. - Departmental or agency personnel files.
(a)
Appointing authorities shall be authorized to establish and maintain separate departmental or agency personnel
files regarding employees under their respective jurisdictions. All documents and records maintained in any such
departmental or agency personnel file shall be maintained by the appointing authority in a confidential manner
and, as such, no other persons, except those individuals specified in Section 16-216(d)(1), above, shall be
permitted to inspect any such file. All documents and records pertaining to an employee's performance which are
not included in the employee's performance evaluation shall be destroyed after the submission of the
performance evaluation or within one year of the date the record was created.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures governing the
establishment, contents, maintenance, and disposition of departmental or agency personnel files. The Director of
Human Resources Management shall be authorized to periodically inspect any established departmental or
agency personnel files in order to insure that said files are being maintained in a manner consistent with
personnel procedures.
(c)
In the event that an appointing authority establishes a departmental or agency personnel file regarding any
employee under the appointing authority's jurisdiction, any such employee shall be promptly notified by the
appointing authority of the establishment of said personnel file. Any such employee shall be entitled to inspect
the employee's file during the employee's hours of work at a time mutually agreed to by the employee and the
appointing authority. Any such employee shall be entitled to file a signed statement for inclusion in the
employee's file under the circumstances described in Section 16-216(d)(3) as if the employee were filing a
signed statement in the employee's official personnel file.
(d)
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Any person, other than the employee in interest, a person authorized by the employee in interest, the Director of
Human Resources Management, the appointing authority, or a person acting on behalf of the Director of Human
Resources Management who reviews or examines a personnel file shall be required to record his name, authority
to review the personnel file, and date of review on a form which shall be maintained in the personnel file. A
copy of the form shall be forwarded to the employee within five business days. If any person, including the
employee in interest, a person authorized by the employee in interest, the Director of Human Resources
Management or appointing authority, or a person acting on behalf of the Director of Human Resources
Management examines a personnel file, the date of examination, reason for examination, and identity of the
person examining the file shall be recorded in one or more logs maintained by the Director of Human Resources
Management. The entry into a personnel file for the purpose of filing of records is not required to be logged.
(CB-1-1976; CB-83-1996; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-217.01. - Penalties; violations.
Any person found to have violated any provision of Subtitle 16, Division 16, shall be fined up to One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000).
(CB-83-1996; CB-22-2000)
DIVISION 17. - LEAVE.
Sec. 16-218. - Administration of the leave program.
The Director of Human Resources Management shall be responsible for the administration of the leave program
established under this Division and, in furtherance thereof, shall develop personnel procedures to insure that the
leave program is uniformly administered within the various County departments, agencies, and offices.
(CB-1-1976; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-219. - Holiday leave.
(a)
Regular Holidays. The following days shall be regular holidays for employees:
(1)
New Year's Day;
(2)
Martin Luther King's Birthday;
(3)
Presidential Inauguration Day;
(4)
Washington's Birthday;
(5)
Memorial Day;
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(6)
Juneteenth Day;
(7)
Independence Day;
(8)
Labor Day;
(9)
Native American Day;
(10)
Veteran's Day;
(11)
Thanksgiving Day;
(12)
County Employees' Appreciation Day; and
(13)
Christmas Day.
(b)
Dates of Observance. The County Executive shall, by Executive Order, establish the dates of observance for
each of the regular holidays established in Subsection (a), above. The dates of observance designated by the
Executive shall be within seven (7) days of the generally recognized date of observance and shall not be a
Saturday or Sunday.
(c)
Special Holidays. The County Executive shall be authorized, by Executive Order, to establish special holidays as
full or partial nonwork days in a pay status for employees. Special holidays shall not exceed two (2) per year
without approval of the Council.
(d)
Employees Eligible for Holiday Leave. All full-time employees, as defined in Section 16-181(a), shall be
granted holiday leave with pay on any regular or special holiday. All part-time employees, as defined in Section
16-181(b), with the exception of those part-time employees allocated to the class of School Crossing Guard,
shall be granted holiday leave with pay in proportion to the number of hours worked, provided that any such
employee shall have worked a minimum of forty (40) hours during the one (1) full pay period immediately
preceding the pay period within which the holiday falls. Those part-time employees allocated to the class of
School Crossing Guard shall be eligible for holiday leave, in an amount equivalent to the established daily
reporting rate, for four (4) holidays in each leave year. The four (4) holidays for which said employees are
eligible to receive holiday leave shall be selected by the appropriate appointing authority from among those
1734/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

holidays designated annually by the Prince George's County Board of Education. Any full-time or part-time
employee on authorized, paid leave during a pay period in which a regular or special holiday occurs shall be
considered on holiday leave with pay for that period.
(e)
Leave Policy for Election Day. No regular or special holiday shall be observed on the same day as a primary
election, general election, or special election held for County or State offices. On the aforesaid election days, a
liberal annual leave policy shall be in effect. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 16-233 to the contrary,
all collective bargaining agreements proposed for approval in accordance with Section 13A-109 for terms
beginning on or after July 1, 1996, shall conform to the provisions of this Subsection in effect on the date that
the collective bargaining agreement is executed by the County Executive.
(f)
Determination of Eligibility. An employee must be in a pay status the last regular work day before, and the first
regular work day after, a regular or special holiday in order to receive holiday leave pay.
(g)
Authorization for Holiday Leave. As far as is practical, a regular or special holiday shall be a nonwork day and
an eligible employee shall receive the employee's authorized salary for any such day. An employee may be
required to be on duty on any such day in order to maintain necessary County services. The County Executive
shall be authorized to determine the County services required to be maintained on a regular or special holiday
and the appointing authorities of departments, agencies, or offices so affected by such determinations shall
designate those employees to perform duty on said days.
(h)
Compensation for Work Performed on a Regular or Special Holiday. Special rates of pay or other forms of
compensation for employees required to work on a regular or special holiday, as authorized in Subsection (f),
above, shall be granted as established under the applicable salary schedules within the Salary Plan.
(CB-1-1976; CB-71-1977; CB-64-1982; CB-128-1982; CB-121-1987; CB-4-1996; CB-86-1996; CB-22-2000;
CB-8-2019; CB-58-2020)
Sec. 16-220. - Annual leave.
(a)
General.
(1)
Annual leave shall mean paid leave granted to employees for their personal use. Annual leave shall be requested
by the employee and approved by the employee's appointing authority. To minimize the possibility of an
employee losing earned annual leave, the appointing authority shall establish a mutually agreeable alternative
leave period if the employee's original leave request has been denied by the appointing authority.
(2)
Annual leave for family and medical leave purposes as established in Section 16-225.01 shall be approved by an
employee's appointing authority pursuant to Section 16-225.01.
(b)
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Annual Leave Year.
(1)
The annual leave year for employees shall be the twelve (12) month period beginning on the first day of January
and ending on the last day of December of the calendar year.
(c)
Annual Leave Accrual.
(1)
All full-time employees, as defined in Section 16-181(a), and except as set forth in subparagraph (c)(5), below,
shall earn annual leave in accordance with the following schedule:
YEARS OF SERVICE

DAYS EARNED
PER PAY PERIOD

HOURS EARNED
PER PAY PERIOD

0 through 3

.50

4

4 through 15

.75

6

16 or more

1.00

8

(2)
All part-time employees, as defined in Section 16-181(b), with the exception of those part-time employees
allocated to the class of School Crossing Guard, and except as set forth in subparagraph (c)(5), below, shall earn
annual leave during any pay period provided that any such employee shall have worked a minimum of forty (40)
hours in such pay period in accordance with the following schedule:
HOURS EARNED PER PAY PERIOD
HOURS WORKED YEARS
PER PAY PERIOD 1 THRU 3

YEARS
4 THRU 15

YEARS
16 AND OVER

40 thru 49

2.0

3.0

4.0

50 thru 59

2.5

3.8

5.0

60 thru 69

3.0

4.5

6.0

70 thru 79

3.5

5.3

7.0

80

4.0

6.0

8.0

Those part-time employees allocated to the class of School Crossing Guard shall earn one (1) hour of annual
leave for each twenty (20) hours reported.
(3)
An employee shall not earn annual leave for any pay period during which the employee is on authorized leave
without pay for more than two (2) working days during such pay period.
(4)
1736/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

All full-time employees with between four (4) and fifteen (15) years of service, inclusive, shall earn six (6)
hours of annual leave per pay period, as specified in subparagraph (c)(1), above, with a periodic adjustment to
insure that each such employee earns twenty (20) days of annual leave per leave year.
(5)
For purposes of computing years of service in subparagraphs (c)(1) and (c)(2), above, credit shall not be given
for any month of service in a classified service position for which an employee receives a retirement payment.
(d)
Maximum Accumulation of Annual Leave.
(1)
A maximum of 360 hours of accumulated annual leave earned beginning with the first pay period in Fiscal Year
1996, or such other amount established in an approved Salary Plan may be carried over from one (1) leave year
to the next by an employee.
(2)
An employee shall be allowed to carry over annual leave earned as of the last full pay period in Fiscal Year
1995, even if such accumulated amount is in excess of the maximum allowed in Subsection (d)(1), above.
(3)
Annual leave hours in excess of the maximum allowed to be carried over to the next leave year shall be
converted to sick leave.
(e)
Annual Leave Day.
(1)
An annual leave day shall mean a day when an employee would otherwise be required to work and receive pay,
including regular and special holidays, sick leave days, and other nonwork days.
(f)
Charge Against Annual Leave.
(1)
Charges against an employee's annual leave account shall be in even increments of one-quarter (1/4) hour for
periods of time the employee is absent on approved annual leave.
(g)
Advancement of Annual Leave.
(1)
Annual leave may be used by an employee only as earned, except that advance leave may be granted to an
employee up to a maximum of ten (10) working days of leave at the discretion of the employee's appointing
authority; provided however, that the combined total advance of annual and sick leave in any one (1) leave year
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shall not exceed ten (10) working days. If an employee is terminated from County service with a minus leave
balance, the employee shall be indebted to the County for the monetary value of the leave advance.
(h)
Forfeiture of Accrued Annual Leave as a Disciplinary Action.
(1)
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 16-193 and 16-194, an employee may be required to forfeit from one (1)
to twenty (20) days of accrued annual leave as a disciplinary action.
(i)
Payment for Accumulated Annual Leave Upon Separation from County Service. Provisions are set forth in
Section 16-221.02 of this Code.
(j)
Credit for Previous County Employment or Employment in Other County Funded Activities.
(k)
An employee's previous employment service with the County, or employment service with an activity funded in
whole or in part with County funds, shall be, upon the written request of the employee and verification thereof
by the Director of Human Resources Management, considered as County service time for the purpose of
establishing the employee's annual leave earning rate under the earning schedule established in Subsection (c),
above.
(CB-1-1976; CB-71-1977; CB-165-1978; CB-73-1982; CB-128-1982; CB-124-1987; CB-113-1991; CB-431993; CB-47-1993; CB-62-1995; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-77-2014)
Sec. 16-221. - Sick leave.
(a)
General.
(1)
Sick leave shall be granted to employees who are eligible to earn annual leave.
(b)
Sick Leave Year.
(1)
The leave year for sick leave shall be the same as the leave year for annual leave.
(c)
Sick Leave Accrual.
(1)
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All full-time employees, as defined in Section 16-181(a), shall earn four and one-half (4 1/2) hours of sick leave
each pay period with a periodic adjustment to insure that each such employee earns fifteen (15) days of sick
leave per leave year.
(2)
All part-time employees, as defined in Section 16-181(b), with the exception of those part-time employees
allocated to the class of School Crossing Guard, shall earn sick leave during any pay period, provided that any
such employee shall have worked a minimum of forty (40) hours in such pay period, in accordance with the
following schedule:
HOURS WORKED HOURS EARNED
PER PAY PERIOD PER PAY PERIOD
40 thru 49

2.3

50 thru 59

2.9

60 thru 69

3.5

70 thru 79

4.0

80

4.6

Those part-time employees allocated to the class of School Crossing Guard shall earn one (1) hour of sick leave
for each twenty (20) hours reported.
(d)
Sick Leave Accumulation.
(1)
There shall be no limit on the amount of sick leave an eligible employee may accumulate in any leave year.
Unused sick leave balances in any leave year shall be automatically carried forward to the next sick leave year
and credited to an employee's sick leave account.
(e)
Granting of Sick Leave.
(1)
Subject to the provisions of Subsection (f), below, an employee shall be entitled to use earned sick leave for any
one (1) of the following reasons:
(A)
Sickness, disability, or serious health condition which incapacitates an employee. As used in this Subtitle, the
term serious health condition means an illness, injury, impairment, or physical or mental condition that involves
inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical care facility, or continuing treatment by a health care
provider;
(B)
Necessary medical or dental appointments;
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(C)
Confinement at home because of quarantine;
(D)
Illness or serious health condition of, or to obtain medical care for, the employee's family member. The term
"family" shall include the employee's spouse, mother- or father-in-law, child (biological, adopted, foster,
stepchild, legal ward or child from whom the employee stands in loco parentis regardless of the child's age),
parent (employee's legal guardian or an individual who acted as a parent or stood in loco parentis to the
employee when the employee was a minor), grandparent, grandchild, and siblings that require care by the
employee during normal work hours;
(E)
Birth of a child, pursuant to the provisions of Section 16-225.02;
(F)
Adoption of a dependent child, pursuant to the provisions of Section 16-225.02; and
(G)
Death of anyone in an employee's family, not to exceed five (5) working days; provided further, that for
purposes of this subparagraph, the term "family" shall include the employee's spouse, child (including
biological, adopted, foster, stepchild, or legal ward), parent, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, brother- or
sister-in-law, mother- or father-in-law, or son- or daughter-in-law.
(H)
Due to domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking committed against the employee or the employee's family
member and the leave is being used for the following:
(i)
By the employee to obtain preventive medical care for the employee or employee's family member;
(ii)
Medical or mental health attention that is related to the domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking;
(iii)
Services from a victim services organization related to the domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking;
(iv)
Legal services or proceedings related to or resulting from the domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking; or,
(v)
During the time the employee has temporarily relocated due to the domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
(f)
Approval of Sick Leave.
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(1)
An appointing authority shall examine each request for sick leave made by an employee and determine if the
granting of sick leave is justified based on the provisions of Subsection (e), above. An appointing authority may
require that an employee submit written evidence from a licensed physician, or other appropriate verification, to
validate or support sick leave requests.
(2)
Whenever an appointing authority determines that an employee has a medical condition that may seriously
impair the employee's ability to perform the duties and responsibilities of the employee's position or may
jeopardize the health or safety of the employee, fellow employees or the general public, the appointing authority,
after receiving a confirming medical opinion, may place the employee in a sick leave status pending corrective
treatment or other resolution of the matter.
(3)
In the event that a sick leave request is not approved by an employee's appointing authority, any absence of the
employee from work notwithstanding shall be charged against the employee's annual leave account or, in the
alternative, charged as leave without pay.
(g)
Charges Against Sick Leave.
(1)
Charges against an employee's sick leave account shall be in even increments of one-quarter (1/4) hour for
periods of time the employee is absent on approved sick leave.
(h)
Advance of Sick Leave.
(1)
In the event that an employee's accrued sick leave is exhausted and the employee is absent from work for any
one (1) of the reasons set forth in Subsection (e), above, the employee shall be advanced sick leave as needed up
to an amount equal to the employee's accumulated annual leave unless the employee requests annual leave or
authorized leave without pay. Annual leave so encumbered may not be subsequently used until such time as the
employee has earned sufficient sick leave to offset any such advance.
(2)
An employee may be advanced sick leave, in addition to that provided in subparagraph (h)(1), above, up to a
maximum of ten (10) working days, at the discretion of the employee's appointing authority; provided however,
that the total advance of sick and annual leave in any one (1) leave year combined shall not exceed ten (10)
working days.
(i)
Repayment of Unliquidated Advance of Sick Leave.
(1)
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Whenever an employee is separated or dismissed from County employment under any circumstances with an
unliquidated advance of sick leave outstanding at the time of such separation or dismissal, the sick leave
advance shall be satisfied as follows:
(A)
The employee's accumulated annual leave account shall be charged by reducing the number of such accumulated
annual leave days in an amount equal to the number of unliquidated sick leave days; and/or,
(B)
The monetary value of the unliquidated sick leave shall be deducted from any final salary payment due the
employee at the time of separation or dismissal and, where such deduction shall not satisfy the monetary value
of the unliquidated sick leave, the employee shall be liable to the County for the payment of the balance thereof.
(j)
Disposition of Accumulated Sick Leave Upon Termination of Employment. Provisions are set forth in Section
16-221.02 of this Code.
(k)
The County Executive may establish procedures for the donation of accrued annual or sick leave by a County
employee to another County employee for use as sick leave.
(CB-1-1976; CB-71-1977; CB-73-1982; CB-128-1982; CB-107-1985; CB-31-1988; CB-113-1991; CB-471993; CB-22-2000; CB-77-2014; CB-32-2020)
Editor's note— CR-107-1979 provided that sick leave attributable to an employee's own illness or disability
shall be reported in an earning category which will result in exemption from FICA payroll taxes.
Sec. 16-221.01. - Governmental leave credit.
(a)
Annual or sick leave accumulated by an individual while employed by a governmental agency, the budget of
which is subject by law to review or approval by the County, may be credited as a beginning leave balance when
an individual is employed by the County provided:
(1)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall verify the employee's accumulated leave balances;
(2)
The employee has not received a cash payment or other consideration from the agency in liquidation of leave;
and
(3)
No more than thirty (30) days of annual or sick leave balance may be carried over by an employee under the
provisions of this Section.
(CB-92-1989; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-221.02. - Sick and Annual Leave disposition upon separation.
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(a)
The annual and sick leave balances accumulated by an employee shall, upon the employee's separation from
employment, with proper notice of separation as determined by the employee's appointing authority, be
liquidated in the following manner:
(1)
The employee may elect to retain all or any portion of the employee's sick and annual leave balances credited to
the employee's leave record for the period of time equal to the employee's eligibility for reappointment as
determined in accordance with Section 16-148(a)(8);
(2)
The employee may elect to apply all or any portion of the employee's sick and annual leave balances to
employment elsewhere, provided another employer has agreed to accept accumulated sick or annual leave
balances for credit on behalf of the employee;
(3)
Except in the case of an employee who is entitled to credit for sick and annual leave balances under the terms of
an applicable County sponsored pension plan, the employee may elect to receive cash payment for all or any
portion of the employee's annual leave balance in an amount equal to the total number of unused annual leave
hours multiplied by the employee's final base hourly rate of pay, subject to the following limitation:
(A)
The maximum total amount of annual leave eligible for cash payment upon separation shall be the amount of
remaining accumulated leave earned as of the end of the last full pay period in Fiscal Year 1995, or 360 hours,
whichever is greater;
(B)
Any accrued annual leave not eligible for cash payment may be converted to sick leave.
(4)
For all or any portion of the employee's sick leave balance earned as of the end of the last full pay period of
Fiscal Year 1995, the employee may elect to receive cash payment in an amount equal to the total number of
unused sick leave hours multiplied by one-half of the employee's base hourly rate of pay as of June 30, 1995, or
as otherwise established by an applicable collective bargaining agreement and/or salary schedule. Sick leave
earned beginning the first pay period of Fiscal Year 1996 is not subject to cash payment to the employee upon
separation. Any employee who is entitled to credit for sick and annual leave under the terms of an applicable
County sponsored pension plan will only be entitled to receive cash distribution for leave balances in accordance
with the terms of the applicable pension plan.
(5)
Notwithstanding any provision in this Section to the contrary, an employee who is involuntarily separated from
employment with the County for disciplinary reasons is not entitled to any payment for unused sick leave.
(6)
Notwithstanding any provision in this Section to the contrary, an employee who has been separated from
employment under a separation-disability action pursuant to Section 16-189 shall forfeit any sick leave hours
accumulated at the time of the employee's separation.
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(7)
Upon retirement, an employee shall be entitled to receive credit on an actuarial equivalent basis for unused sick
leave for which an authorized cash payment has not been elected as creditable service in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the State Personnel and Pension Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, and
the terms of any applicable County sponsored pension plan.
(CB-113-1991; CB-62-1995; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-221.03. - Sick and Safe Leave.
Limited-Term Grant-Funded (LTGF) employees, Personal Services Agreement (PSA) employees,
Temporary/Seasonal and Temporary/Provisional employees are entitled to earn forty (40) hours of Sick and Safe
Leave in a year pursuant to the Maryland Healthy Working Families Act of 2018, and in accordance with
established personnel procedures.
(CB-32-2020)
Sec. 16-222. - Administrative leave.
(a)
Administrative leave may be granted to any full-time or part-time employee by the employee's appointing
authority for any one (1) of the following reasons:
(1)
Performance of jury duty;
(2)
Where an employee is subpoenaed to appear before a court or otherwise officially requested to appear before a
public body, public agency or commission on matters relating to government business;
(2.1)
When summoned as a witness in a criminal case;
(3)
For the purpose of voting not to exceed two (2) hours following the opening of the polls or two (2) hours prior to
the closing of the polls;
(4)
For the attendance in an official capacity as a representative of the County, at meetings, symposiums,
conferences, conventions, or hearings;
(5)
For the purpose of taking educational courses directly related to the employee's work as determined by the
employee's appointing authority; provided that such requests for administrative leave shall be approved in
advance by the Director of Human Resources Management and shall not exceed a total of twenty (20) working
days, or the prorated hourly equivalent thereof for part-time employees, in any one annual leave year;
(6)
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For the purpose of investigating an alleged act of misconduct by an employee as required under the provisions of
Section 16-193(c)(2)(A)(ii);
(7)
Participation in blood donor program;
(8)
Guard of honor at burial services;
(9)
For the purpose of undergoing a medical examination as may be required by the employee's appointing authority
under the provisions of Sections 16-189 or 16-221(f)(2);
(10)
For the employee in interest to consult with appropriate County personnel regarding grievances and adverse
action appeals, applicable equal employment opportunity programs, skills assessment, and benefit planning and
counseling;
(11)
For the purpose of emergency volunteer services in public safety activities as defined in the County Code by an
employee not in a public safety class of work for not more than three (3) hours on any one occasion; provided
that the employee requesting administrative leave for this purpose has previously notified the appointing
authority in writing of the employee's volunteer firefighting commitment;
(12)
For the purpose of permitting an employee to be placed on leave during the five (5) day notice period required in
Section 16-201, when the appointing authority believes that the employee's presence at work would not be in the
agency's best interest;
(13)
For the purpose of volunteering in the Prince George's County public and private schools not to exceed twenty
(20) hours per year;
(14)
For bereavement leave in accordance with Section 16-221(e)(1)(G), not to exceed three working days in the
event of the death of an employee's spouse, child, or parent and not to exceed one working day in the event of
the death of any other member of the employee's family.
(b)
In addition to the provisions of Subsection (a), above, administrative leave may be granted to any full-time or
part-time employees by the County Executive, or the County Executive's designee, for any one of the following
reasons:
(1)
Extreme inclement weather, or other hazardous working conditions, which may prevent an employee from
reporting to work or which may require an early release from work; or,
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(2)
Performance of emergency civilian duty in the public interest.
(CB-1-1976; CB-84-1977; CB-20-1982; CB-128-1982; CB-50-1991; CB-4-1996; CB-100-1997; CB-19-2000;
CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003; CB-41-2010; CB-93-2013)
Sec. 16-223. - Military leave.
(a)
Military leave shall be approved for an employee by the employee's appointing authority as follows:
(1)
Military Leave With Pay - Active Duty For Training. Military leave with pay, not to exceed fifteen (15) working
days per annual leave year, shall be granted to employees who are reservists or members of the National Guard
of the United States or the Reserves ordered to active duty for training.
(2)
Military Leave With Pay - Active Duty for Domestic Emergencies. Military leave with pay shall be granted to
employees who are members of the National Guard of the United States or the Reserves who are ordered on
domestic emergency duty related to disaster relief or civil disturbance, provided, however, that such leave shall
not exceed fifteen (15) working days for each such domestic emergency, except when ordered to active duty
under the authority of the Governor pursuant to Article 65, Section 42 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(3)
Salary Supplement - Extended Active Duty for National Emergencies. Employees who are members of the
National Guard of the United States or the Reserves ordered to active duty by authority of the President of the
United States pursuant to Title 10 or Title 32 of the United States Code for a period not to exceed twelve
consecutive months shall be eligible for a salary supplement equal to the difference between the employee's base
rate of pay and the employee's base military pay.
(4)
Military Leave Without Pay. Military leave without pay shall be approved by an appointing authority when an
employee enlists or is drafted into the uniformed services of the United States or, upon exhaustion of an
employee's military leave with pay entitlement, when a member of the National Guard of the United States or
the Reserves is required to perform active duty for training or inactive duty training in accordance with Title 38,
Chapter 43 of the United States Code (Veterans Reemployment Rights Act of 1994).
(5)
Restoration to Position After Military Leave Without Pay. An employee shall be entitled to return to the position
the employee occupied at the time the employee was granted military leave without pay, as provided in
subparagraph (a)(4), above, subject to the following conditions:
(A)
The employee requests the employee's appointing authority to restore the employee to the employee's position
within ninety (90) calendar days after the effective date of the employee's discharge from active military duty; or
(B)
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The employee, if hospitalized at the time of discharge from active military duty, requests the employee's
appointing authority to restore the employee to the employee's position within ninety (90) calendar days after
discharge from the hospital; and
(C)
The employee was separated from active military duty under honorable conditions and was entitled to
reemployment benefits pursuant to Title 38 United States Code Section 4304.
(D)
In the event an employee sustains a disability during military service and cannot perform the duties of his or her
former position, the employee shall be reinstated in a position with similar pay, circumstances, and seniority.
(CB-1-1976; CB-165-1978; CB-102-1979; CB-98-1992; CB-1-2002; CB-77-2014)
Editor's note— CB-1-2002, Section 2 required the Personnel Officer to establish a leave donation program and
further provided that other funds identified by the County Executive would provide for the salary supplement if
insufficient leave is not donated.
CB-1-2002, Section 3 provided that military leave benefits applied retroactively to any employee who was
ordered to active military service on or after September 11, 2001.
CB-1-2002, Section 4 provided that the leave donation program and the supplement to military leave pay for
employees who are no longer in a military leave with pay status created by CB-1 shall terminate on February 24,
2003.
CR-4-2003 provided for a military leave salary supplement and a continuation of health care benefits paid for by
the County and provided that the salary supplement expires on February 25, 2005.
CR-6-2005 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on February 26, 2007.
CR-9-2007 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on February 27, 2009.
CR-4-2009 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on February 28, 2011.
CR-18-2011 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on March 1, 2013.
CR-21-2013 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on March 1, 2015.
CR-10-2015 provided for a continuation of the military leave salary supplement and the health care benefits paid
for by the County and provided that the benefits shall expire on March 1, 2017.
Sec. 16-224. - Disability leave.
(a)
An employee who is temporarily disabled in the performance of the employee's work shall be entitled to receive
full salary for the period of the temporary disability without charge against the employee's annual or sick leave,
subject to the following conditions:
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(1)
The disability is temporary in nature and resulted from an injury or illness sustained directly in the performance
of the employee's work;
(2)
Where the temporary disability incapacitates the employee to the extent that the employee appears to be unable
to adequately perform the duties and responsibilities of the employee's position, the employee may be detailed,
in accordance with the provisions of Sections 16-122 and 16-189(c) to other duties within the capacity of the
employee to perform, as determined by a licensed physician, for the period of the temporary disability; provided,
however, that the unwillingness of the employee to accept such a detail as directed by the employee's appointing
authority shall make the employee ineligible for disability leave during the period of temporary disability;
(3)
A licensed physician employed or retained by the County shall provide a narrative report describing the nature
of the illness/injury, the treatment plan, and the prognosis and shall certify to the physical and/or mental ability
of the employee to continue working, to return to work, or to accept a temporary detail; provided, however, that
the County may accept the narrative report and certification of the employee's licensed physician in lieu of the
certification by the County's physician;
(4)
Disability leave not to exceed one hundred and eighty (180) calendar days or such other amount established in
the Salary Plan for any one injury, including recurrences of the same injury shall be granted by the Director of
Human Resources Management in accordance with personnel procedures promulgated by the Director of Human
Resources Management;
(5)
The employee shall assign to the County such nonmedical benefits as awarded for the temporary disability by
the State Workers' Compensation Commission for the State of Maryland; and,
(6)
The Director of Human Resources Management shall develop personnel procedures to implement the provisions
of this Section.
(CB-1-1976; CB-128-1982; CB-124-1987; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-225. - Leave without pay.
(a)
General. Leave without pay may be granted to an employee by the employee's appointing authority with the
approval of the Director of Human Resources Management. Leave without pay shall be granted only when the
interests of the County will not be jeopardized due to the absence of the employee.
(b)
Eligibility for Leave Without Pay. Leave without pay may be granted to any employee when the employee's
appointing authority is reasonably certain that such leave is in the best interest of the County and that the
employee will return to County service on or before the expiration of the approved period of leave.
(c)
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Granting of Leave Without Pay.
(1)
Leave without pay may be granted by an appointing authority, with the approval of the Director of Human
Resources Management, for periods up to, but not to exceed, one (1) calendar year for any one (1) request, for
any one (1) of the following reasons:
(A)
To retain an employee whose accumulated sick and annual leave, including advances, has been exhausted; or
(B)
To allow an employee to participate in educational programs, when such participation will contribute to the
employee's efficiency and effectiveness as a County employee; or
(C)
To allow an employee who has applied for a workers' compensation temporary total award to be placed directly
on leave without pay without requiring the employee to exhaust accumulated sick or annual leave; or
(D)
To allow an employee who has been on approved sick leave or annual leave to be retroactively placed in a leave
without pay status after receipt of a workers' compensation temporary total award, pursuant to duly developed,
approved and issued personnel procedures.
(2)
Leave without pay may be granted by an appointing authority, with the approval of the Director of Human
Resources Management, for a period up to, but not to exceed, thirty (30) calendar days per request, for reasons
personal to an employee.
(3)
Upon exhaustion of an employee's sick leave, leave without pay shall be granted upon the written request of an
eligible employee for family and medical leave, subject to the provisions of Section 16-225.01(b).
(d)
Status of an Employee While on Leave Without Pay.
(1)
The employee shall be placed in a nonpay status at the salary rate in effect as of the date immediately preceding
the effective date of commencement of approved leave without pay.
(2)
Subject to paragraph (3), below, the employee shall have the option to maintain active coverage under the
County's health and life insurance plans and retirement program for the period of approved leave without pay,
provided the entire costs thereof, including the employer contributions, are paid by the employee in a manner as
determined by the Director of Human Resources Management under duly developed, approved and issued
personnel procedures.
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(3)
If the employee is in an approved leave without pay status during a period of temporary disability resulting from
injury or illness sustained in the performance of the employee's work, the County shall make such employer
contributions as are required in order to maintain active coverage for the employee under the County's health and
life insurance plans, provided the employee elects to continue payments of required employee contributions.
(4)
If the employee receives a workers' compensation temporary total award for any portion of a period when the
employee has been in an approved leave without pay status, the County shall reimburse the employee for the
employer's cost of maintaining the benefits referred to in paragraph (2) of this Subsection, in accordance with
duly developed, approved and issued personnel procedures.
(5)
The failure of the employee to return to duty on or after the expiration date of the approved period of leave
without pay shall be considered as an automatic resignation by the employee to become effective as of the date
immediately preceding the date of the expiration of the leave.
(6)
If the employee is in an approved leave without pay status for family and medical leave in accordance with
Section 16-225.01(b), the County shall make such employer contributions as are required in order to maintain
active coverage for the employee under the County's health and life insurance plans, provided the employee has
been employed by the County for at least 12 months and has been in a paid status for at least 1,040 hours during
that time and elects to continue payments of required employee contributions. If the employee fails to return
from family and medical leave after the period of leave has expired, for a reason other than the continuation,
recurrence, or onset of a serious health condition that entitles the employee to family and medical leave or other
circumstances beyond the control of the employee, the County shall recover the premium that the County paid
for maintaining health and life insurance coverage for the employee during any period of unpaid leave. The
County may require that a claim that an employee is unable to return to work because of the continuation,
recurrence, or onset of the serious health condition be supported by a certification issued by the appropriate
primary health care provider.
(CB-1-1976; CB-128-1982; CB-107-1988; CB-47-1993; CB-13-1994; CB-22-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-225.01. - Parental, family, and medical leave.
(a)
Parental leave. Up to ten (10) days of paid parental leave shall be granted to employees who are eligible for
family and medical leave pursuant to this Section.
(b)
Family and Medical leave.
(1)
General. Except as noted in this Subsection, family and medical leave shall be granted to employees who are
eligible to earn annual leave who have been employed by the County for at least 12 months and who have been
in a paid status for at least 1,040 hours during the previous 12 months. Family and medical leave shall also be
granted, for purposes of parental responsibilities associated with the birth or adoption of a dependent child, to
any employee eligible to earn annual leave, regardless of the employee's length of service with the County. An
employee shall be entitled to a total of 15 workweeks of family and medical leave during any 12-month period.
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(2)
Duration. Family and medical leave shall not exceed fifteen (15) workweeks of any combination of paid leave
and leave without pay in accordance with Section 16-225.
(3)
Granting of family and medical leave. Subject to the provisions of Subsections (c) and (d), below, an employee
may be granted family and medical leave only for one or more of the following:
(A)
Because of the birth of a child of the employee and in order to care for such child;
(B)
Because of the placement of a minor child with the employee for adoption or foster care;
(C)
In order to care for the spouse, child, parent, or parent-in-law of the employee, if such spouse, child, parent, or
parent-in-law has a serious health condition;
(D)
Because of a serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform the functions of the position of
such employee;
(E)
The employee may use any combination of earned and available parental, sick, annual, or personal leave for paid
family and medical leave.
(c)
Approval of parental, family, and medical leave.
(1)
Any employee may request parental, family, or medical leave.
(2)
An appointing authority shall examine each request and determine whether the employee's request meets the
provisions of this Section. An appointing authority may require an employee to submit certification by the
appropriate primary health care provider in order to make this determination.
(3)
The employee's request shall be granted if it meets the requirements of this Section.
(d)
Use of parental, family, or medical leave. All leave taken pursuant to this Section:
(1)
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Must be used within twelve (12) months of the birth of the child or placement of the child with the employee for
adoption or foster care;
(2)
Is subject to a thirty (30) day advance notice requirement if the necessity for leave is foreseeable;
(3)
May be taken under a method involving a reduced workday or workweek, an intermittent basis, or any
combination thereof.
(CB-107-1988; CB-47-1993; CB-13-1994 CB-22-2000; CB-1-2020)
Sec. 16-226. - Absence without leave.
(a)
General. Absence without leave shall mean a nonpay status wherein the employee is absent from work without a
specified grant of approved leave.
(b)
Employee Status While Absent Without Leave. An employee absent without a specified grant of approved leave
shall be subject to dismissal for the abandonment of the employee's position in accordance with the provisions of
Section 16-193.
(c)
Conversion to Other Leave. Absence without leave may be converted to annual leave, sick leave, or leave
without pay with the approval of an employee's appointing authority upon presentation of acceptable proof by
the employee that the unauthorized absence of the employee from the employee's position was due to
extenuating circumstances beyond the employee's control.
(CB-1-1976)
Sec. 16-227. - Compensatory leave.
(a)
To the extent permitted by applicable Federal Law, all employees who are determined to be eligible for
compensatory leave in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Salary Plan shall be granted such leave
at such rates as are established under the applicable schedules within the Salary Plan for each hour or part
thereof worked in excess of forty (40) productive hours per work week, subject to the following conditions:
(1)
If the employee is exempted from the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act with respect to overtime
compensation and the employee was determined to be eligible to receive overtime compensation for such excess
hours worked in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-139, but funds were not available for the payment
of such overtime compensation; or
(2)
The employee was determined to be ineligible to receive overtime compensation for such excess hours worked
in accordance with the provisions of Section 16-139.
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(b)
Any employee covered by the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act shall only be eligible to receive
compensatory leave in lieu of overtime compensation to the extent permitted by applicable Federal law.
(c)
Any employee entitled to be granted compensatory leave in accordance with Subsection (a), above, shall be
granted such leave by the employee's appointing authority, provided that the compensatory leave shall be
granted within a reasonable period of time after being earned or within such appropriate work period as may be
required pursuant to any applicable Federal law.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1985; CB-22-2000)
Sec. 16-228. - Personal leave.
(a)
Personal Leave. Personal leave in an amount as established in the Salary Plan shall be granted to all permanent,
full-time employees eligible for annual leave. Personal leave shall be granted to all permanent, part-time
employees eligible for annual leave on a prorated basis in accordance with hours worked. Personal leave may be
used for any purpose.
(b)
Personal Leave Year. The leave year for personal leave shall be the same as the annual leave year.
(c)
Charges Against Personal Leave. Personal leave may be taken in increments in accordance with the Salary Plan.
(d)
Personal Leave Accumulation. There shall be no accumulation of personal leave days from one leave year to the
next leave year. Unused time shall be forfeited at the end of the leave year, or upon separation or dismissal from
County employment.
(e)
Request for Personal Leave. Personal leave shall be requested by the employee and approved by the employee's
appointing authority in advance of use.
(CB-1-1976; CB-165-1978; CB-128-1982; CB-98-1992; CB-22-2000; CB-77-2014)
Sec. 16-229. - Furloughs.
(a)
Employees occupying full or part-time positions in either the classified or exempt service, who are entitled to
earn annual leave as provided in Section 16-220, may be required to take leave without pay as a furlough under
any one (1) of the following circumstances:
(1)
Where the County Executive determines that an ascertained shortfall in revenue, based upon available
projections, during any fiscal year requires the compensation level of a department, agency, or office to be
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reduced; or,
(2)
Where a reduction in the compensation level of a department, agency or office is effectuated in the County's
approved annual expense budget; or,
(3)
Where an appointing authority requests, and the County Executive approves, furloughs for employees under the
appointing authority's jurisdiction in order to meet the compensation level funded for the department, agency, or
office in the County's approved annual expense budget.
(b)
Whenever furloughs are required under any one (1) of the circumstances described in Subsection (a), above, the
County Executive shall transmit to the County Council a Furlough Plan, in resolution form, which sets forth:
(1)
The circumstance warranting the furlough action;
(2)
The number of employees to be affected by the furlough action identified by agency, salary, grade and salary
schedule;
(3)
The number of furlough days or hours affected employees will be required to take;
(4)
The period of time over which furlough days or hours will be required; and,
(5)
The dollar amount of compensation savings expected to result from the Furlough Plan.
(c)
The Furlough Plan shall not require any employee to take more than one (1) furlough day or eight (8) furlough
hours of regularly scheduled work time, whichever is greater, in any given pay period, as defined in Section 16126; provided, however, that in order to effect savings related to the closing of certain buildings for specified
periods, the Furlough Plan may require more than one furlough day in a pay period provided that the furlough
time shall be charged to employees in such a manner that no more than one (1) furlough day may be charged to
an employee during any one pay period unless requested by the employee.
(d)
The Furlough Plan may include the crediting of annual leave to the annual leave account of any employee
required to take a furlough, in an amount equal to the number of furlough hours an employee is required to take,
notwithstanding the annual leave accrual schedule or maximum accumulation established in Section 16-220 or
any Salary Plan.
(e)
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 16-219, an employee on furlough the last regular work day before or
the first regular work day after a holiday will be entitled to receive holiday leave pay.
(f)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 16-220, an employee on furlough will continue to earn annual leave at
the employee's regular annual leave earning rate.
(g)
The County Council shall approve or reject the Furlough Plan as submitted by the County Executive.
(CB-90-1991)
Editor's note— CR-96-1991 approved a furlough plan submitted by the County Executive and provided a fiveday increase in the permitted annual leave carry-over provision for employees in Salary Plan Schedules A, D-1,
G, PO, S-1 (FO), and W-1.
CR-81-2008 approved a Furlough Plan in order to reduce the compensation expenditures of the County because
of an ascertained shortfall in revenue.
CR-47-2009 approved a Furlough Plan in order to reduce the compensation expenditures reflected in the FY
2010 County Budget to offset an ascertained shortfall in revenue.
DIVISION 18. - PENSIONS GENERALLY.
Sec. 16-230. - Employees pensions.
(a)
The employees and officers of Prince George's County, Maryland, on behalf of whom contributions are paid, as
provided in Division II, State Personnel and Pensions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, shall be entitled to
all the benefits under the Employees Retirement System of the State or the Pension System for the Employees of
the State, as may be applicable, as though they were State employees.
(b)
Elected or appointed officials of Prince George's County, on behalf of whom contributions are paid as provided
in Division II, State Personnel and Pensions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, shall be entitled to the
maximum benefits provided under the Employees Retirement System of the State or the Pension System for the
Employees of the State, as may be applicable, and the County shall pay the contributions required to obtain the
maximum benefits.
(CB-1-1976; CB-100-1982; CB-90-1991)
Editor's note— CR-74-1979 provided for participation of the County and its officers and employees in the
Maryland State Employees' Pension System.
Sec. 16-231. - Pension plans for public safety employees.
(a)
The County Executive shall be authorized to establish, by agreement, police and fire pension plans applicable to
all uniformed employees occupying classified service positions allocated to public safety classes of work within
the Police and Fire Departments. Any such pension plan, upon establishment, may not be amended to lessen the
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benefits provided therein or to bind the County to finance or make contributions thereto, unless such
amendments are approved by legislative act of the County Council.
(b)
Subject to the provisions of Division II, State Personnel and Pensions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, the
County Executive is hereby additionally authorized to establish a pension plan for all uniformed employees
occupying classified service positions allocated to public safety classes of work within the Sheriff Department,
which, upon establishment, shall be similar in the nature of coverage and benefits to police and fire pension
plans and shall be subject to the other conditions stipulated in Subsection (a) of this Section.
(c)
The County Executive shall be authorized to establish or amend a pension plan for employees occupying public
safety classes of work within the Department of Corrections, subject to approval by legislative act of the County
Council.
(CB-1-1976; CB-107-1991)
Editor's note— CB-1-2008 approved an amendment to the Police Pension Plan regarding the addition of line of
duty death benefits.
CB-17-2008 approved an amendment to the Fire Service Pension Plan regarding the addition of line of duty
death benefits.
CB-18-2008 approved an amendment to the Deputy Sheriff's Pension Plan regarding the addition of line of duty
death benefits.
CB-19-2008 approved an amendment to the Prince George's County Pension Plan for Employees Represented
by the Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association, Inc. regarding the addition of line of duty death
benefits.
CB-20-2016 approved an amendment to the Prince George's County Police Pension Plan changing the normal
retirement date for newly hired officers from 20 to 25 years of service and also to provide for a monthly benefit
of $1,000.00 for the surviving spouse of those officers killed in the line of duty.
CB-116-2017 approved an amendment to the Deputy Sheriff's Pension plan regarding a line of duty death
benefit for the surviving spouse of a Deputy Sheriff who dies in the line of duty.
Sec. 16-232. - Disability payments for public safety employees.
Any payments made to uniformed employees occupying classified service positions allocated to public safety
classes of work within the Police, Fire, Sheriff, or Corrections Departments for injuries received in the line of
duty pursuant to the provisions of any retirement disability provisions of any pension plan established under
Section 16-231 shall be considered in the nature of workers' compensation payments made pursuant to Article
101 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-1-1976; CB-100-1982; CB-41-1997)
Sec. 16-232.01. - Death Benefits.
There shall be a death benefit of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) or such greater amount, not to exceed Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($50,000), as established in the Salary Plan, payable upon the death of any County employee
whose death results from an accidental personal injury arising out of and in the course of his employment. This
amount shall be a one time, lump sum benefit and shall be paid within ten (10) calendar days from the date of
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the employee's death. It shall be paid to the person or persons specified by the employee in accordance with duly
authorized personnel procedures.
(CB-147-1982; CB-124-1987; CB-19-2000)
Sec. 16-232.02. - Supplemental Retirement Benefit for General Schedule employees.
(a)
The Prince George's County Supplemental Pension Plan for General Schedule Employees (hereinafter referred
to as the "Plan"), as established by CR-37-1990, and amended from time to time, is hereby recognized.
(b)
The Board of Trustees of the Plan shall have five voting members. One of the voting members of the Board of
Trustees shall be elected by the members of the Plan. The remaining members of the Board of Trustees shall be
designated and appointed by the County Executive. No more than one appointed official who is a member of the
Plan may manage or serve as a member of the Board of Trustees.
(c)
The Board of Trustees shall ensure that an annual benefit and account statement shall be made available to each
member upon request, and shall make available to each member appropriate actuarial or other available financial
information. On or before December 1 of each year, the Board of Trustees shall certify to the County Council the
rates to be used to determine the amounts to be paid into the funds of the Plan during the next fiscal year.
(d)
(1) The cost of funding the supplemental retirement benefit will be shared by the employee and the County
through regular contributions each pay period. The employee shall contribute, through payroll deduction, an
amount equal to one half the cost of providing this benefit; provided, however, that the employee contribution
rate shall not exceed a rate of four and forty-five hundredths percent (4.45%) of base salary, unless otherwise
provided by legislative act. The contributions made under this paragraph shall be based on an actuarial
determination of the amounts that are required to preserve the integrity of the funds of the Plan and shall include
a contribution computed to amortize any unfunded liability over a period of not more than thirty (30) years.
(2)
Notwithstanding the employer and employee contribution rates set forth in paragraph 16-232.02(d)(1), the
County shall contribute the full cost of providing the increase in the benefit accrual rate from eight tenths of one
percent (0.8%) to one percent (1.0%) and the increase in the maximum number of years of creditable service
from 25 to 30 years.
(e)
Supplemental Retirement Benefits. The benefits to be paid under the Plan shall consist of the following:
(1)
Normal Retirement Benefits;
(2)
Early Retirement Incentive Benefits;
(3)
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Discontinued Service Benefits; and
(4)
Death Benefits.
Such benefits shall be payable in such amounts, at such times, and to such participants and beneficiaries as set
forth in the Plan, as amended through January 1, 2002.
(f)
Prohibited Benefits.
(1)
The Plan shall not pay discontinued service benefits to a participant whose separation from service is caused by:
(A)
A request by an appointing authority of an employee or appointed official for the resignation of the employee or
appointed official at the expiration of a term of the appointing authority; or
(B)
The expiration of a term of an elected official who is ineligible to be elected for an additional term because of
term limits.
(2)
All discontinued service benefits that are prohibited under Subsection (f)(1), that an individual who was an
elected or appointed official while a member of the Plan is eligible to receive, shall be terminated.
(3)
The Plan shall not make cash payments to any member of the Plan of more than 50% of that member's accrued
unused sick leave (determined in accordance with Sections 16-221 and 16-221.02 of the Prince George's County
Code).
(g)
The benefits under the Plan may not be amended except by an ordinance enacted by the County Council.
(CB-101-1994; CB-90-1995; CB-107-1995; CB-62-2001)
Editor's note— CB-101-1994 provided that the Trust Agreement be amended to reflect an increase in the
membership of the Board of Trustees from three to five members. CB-101 further provided that the Current
Expense Budget of the County provide for the transfer of funds to the Supplemental Retirement Pension Plan to
eliminate the unfunded liability and to maintain the Plan on an actuarially sound basis and in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles.
CR-41-1995 approved the following amendment to Salary Schedules A (2462 and 2735), B, C, C-O, D, G, H, SO, W, X, and Z: "Any employee separating from County service on or after July 6, 1995, shall not be eligible for
the Discontinued Service Benefit."
CR-77-1995 approved election procedures to be used to select the employee member of the Board of Trustees of
the Prince George's County Supplemental Pension Plan for General Schedule Employees.
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DIVISION 19. - COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.
Sec. 16-233. - General.
(a)
As stipulated in Section 16-103(a)(3), the provisions of this Subtitle shall apply to any employee who is
governed by a collective bargaining agreement negotiated and approved pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle
13A of the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and Resolutions, titled "Labor Code," except as
specifically provided otherwise in such collective bargaining agreements.
(b)
As stipulated in Section 16-101(b)(2)(F), the provisions of this Subtitle shall be presumed to be Countywide in
nature and, as such, shall not be subject to collective bargaining, except under the conditions stipulated in
Section 13A-109(b) of the County's Labor Code with respect to negotiations on Countywide matters, and except
for those provisions of this Subtitle authorized to be established under the County's Salary Plan.
(c)
(1)
Whenever any collective bargaining unit and the employer are unable to agree to negotiate any provision or
provisions of this Subtitle during the course of collective bargaining, the provisions of Subsection (b), above,
shall not be construed to prevent any collective bargaining unit from initiating a dispute with the employer
pursuant to the applicable provisions of the County's Labor Code, based on an allegation that a particular
provision or provisions of this Subtitle should not be applied on a Countywide basis, or based on an allegation
that a particular provision or provisions of this Subtitle should be varied based on considerations which are
special and unique to the collective bargaining unit initiating the dispute. In the event that any collective
bargaining unit initiates any such dispute, any final decision and order of the appropriate panel of the Public
Employees Relations Board declaring that the provision or provisions of this Subtitle are negotiable, shall be
subject to the approval or disapproval of the County Council by resolution.
(2)
Whenever said Panel issues a final decision and order of the nature described in paragraph (c)(1), above, said
Panel shall immediately forward a copy thereof to the County Council for action thereon. In the event that the
Council fails to take final action on any such order within forty-five (45) calendar days after the date of receipt
thereof from the Panel, any such order shall stand rejected and disapproved as submitted. Where any such order
is approved by a majority of the full Council declaring that the subject provision or provisions were not to be
applied on a Countywide basis, the employer shall be obligated to negotiate within the scope of the order as to
any collective bargaining unit desiring to negotiate on the subject provision or provisions within the scope of the
order. Where any such order is approved by a majority of the full Council authorizing a variance to the subject
provision or provisions based upon consideration which were special and unique to the collective bargaining unit
initiating the dispute, the employer shall be obligated to negotiate with said collective bargaining unit on the
subject provision or provisions within the scope of the order. Where any such order is not approved by the
Council, the employer shall not negotiate on the provision or provisions which were the subject of the order,
except in the case of subsequent negotiations on the subject provision or provisions as may be authorized
pursuant to Section 13A-109 of the County's Labor Code based upon the "fifty percent (50%) rule" or based
upon the "special and unique rule" with respect to any collective bargaining unit other than the unit which
initiated the dispute.
(3)
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The Director of Human Resources Management shall maintain a current compilation of all orders of the Panel
approved and disapproved by the Council under paragraph (c)(2), above, and shall make said compilation
readily available to any person for inspection.
(d)
Where the County Council approves any final decision and order of the Panel under Subsection (c), above, such
approval shall not be construed to deny the Council the right to subsequently reject any collective bargaining
agreements pursuant to Section 13A-109 of the County's Labor Code based upon the merits of the provisions
therein negotiated as a result of such approved order. Furthermore, any negotiated collective bargaining
agreement submitted to the County Council for approval containing provisions which are inconsistent with any
provision of this Subtitle may be rejected by the Council pursuant to Section 13A-109(f) of the County's Labor
Code where said inconsistent provisions were negotiated without a prior resolution of the Council having been
adopted pursuant to Subsection (c), above. In submitting any such agreement to the Council for approval, the
County Executive shall append to the agreement a written statement identifying each of the particular provisions
of the agreement which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Subtitle along with a detailed statement of
justification for each inconsistency.
(e)
All collective bargaining agreements shall be adopted and approved by legislative acts of the County Council
referencing the collective bargaining agreement and date of execution by the County Executive. Upon adoption
of the legislative act by the County Council, any provision in the applicable agreement contrary to the provisions
of this Subtitle shall have the effect of amending any such provision and enacting the provision into law
applicable to that collective bargaining unit.
(f)
The following collective bargaining agreements are hereby adopted and approved:
(1)
Declaration of Approval - Local 1619, International Association of Fire Fighters, AFL-CIO (Fire Fighters,
Paramedics, and Emergency Response Technicians).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Local 1619, International Association of Fire
Fighters, AFL-CIO on May 4, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-85-1984; CB-60-1985; CB-74-1988; CB-43-1990; CB-73-1991; CB-50-1992; CB-104-1994; CB-41-1995;
CB-29-1998; CB-77-1999; CB-18-2002; CB-17-2004; CB-45-2006; CB-22-2008; CB-18-2012; CB-49-2013;
CB-35-2016, CB-45-2017, CB-66-2018; CB-109-2021)
(2)
Declaration of Approval - Fraternal Order of Police Prince George's County Lodge 89, Inc.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and the Fraternal Order of Police, Prince George's County
Lodge 89, Inc. on August 13, 2018, hereby approves said Agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-91-1984; CB-121-1986; CB-106-1987; CB-19-1990; CB-17-1991; CB-74-1991; CB-49-1992; CB-261994; CB-96-1995; CB-95-1998; CB-40-1999; CB-71-2005; CB-16-2008; CB-95-2013; CB-19-2017; CB-712018)
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Editor's note— The collective bargaining agreement for FOP, Lodge 89, Inc., effective for the period July 1,
1997, through June 30, 1999, was finalized pursuant to a binding arbitration award issued on June 16, 1997.
Salary Schedule L, implementing the arbitration award, was submitted to the Council by letter dated September
25, 1997. The Council took no formal action on the proposed Salary Schedule.
The collective bargaining agreement for FOP, Lodge 89, Inc., effective for the period July 1, 2011 through June
30, 2013 was finalized pursuant to a binding arbitration award issued on September 5, 2012. Salary Schedule L,
implementing the arbitration award was submitted to the Council by letter dated November 6, 2012. The Council
took no formal action on the proposed Salary Schedule.
The collective bargaining agreement for FOP, Lodge 89, Inc., effective for the period July 1, 2015 through June
30, 2016 was finalized pursuant to a binding arbitration award issued on November 18, 2015. Salary Schedule L,
implementing the arbitration award was submitted to the Council by letter dated January 13, 2016. The Council
took no formal action on the proposed Salary Schedule.
(3)
Declaration of Approval - Local 2462, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Department of Public Works & Transportation, Department of the Environment, and the Department of
Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 2462 (Department of Public Works &
Transportation, the Department of the Environment, and the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement), on August 19, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-75-1984; CB-97-1985; CB-105-1987; CB-51-1989; CB-136-1989; CB-108-1991; CB-53-1992; CB-281994; CB-33-1997; CB-25-1998; CB-86-1999; CB-88-2001; CB-2-2004; CB-62-2006; CB-6-2008; CB-392010; CB-31-2012; CB-44-2013; CB-30-2014; CB-68-2015; CB-32-2017; CB-77-2018; CB-112-2021)
(4)
Declaration of Approval — Maryland Nurses Association — Staff Nurses Professional Chapter.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and the Maryland Nurses Association, Staff Nurses Professional
Chapter, on December 13, 1982, hereby approves said agreement for Staff Nurses in accordance with the
provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(5)
Declaration of Approval — Maryland Nurses Association — Supervisory Nurses Professional Chapter.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and the Maryland Nurses Association, Supervisory Nurses
Professional Chapter, on September 16, 1982, hereby approves said agreement for Supervisory Nurses in
accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(6)
Declaration of Approval — Local #89, Fraternal Order of Police, Police Cadet Association.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Lodge #89, Fraternal Order of Police, Police Cadet Association
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on June 20, 1977, and the amendment thereto effective July 1, 1978, hereby approves said agreement and the
amendment thereto in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(7)
Declaration of Approval - Local 2735, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Department of Housing and Community Development and the Office of Central Services).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 2735 (Department of Housing and Community
Development and the Office of Central Services), on August 19, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in
accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-75-1984; CB-97-1985; CB-105-1987; CB-51-1989; CB-136-1989; CB-108-1991; CB-53-1992; CB-301994; CB-87-1997; CB-18-1998; CB-86-1999; CB-88-2001; CB-2-2004; CB-62-2006; CB-6-2008; CB-392010; CB-31-2012; CB-44-2013; CB-68-2015; CB-32-2017; CB-77-2018; CB-112-2021)
(8)
Declaration of Approval - Prince George's County Police Civilian Employees Association.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and the Prince George's County Police Civilian
Employees Association on August 31, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions
of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-77-1984; CB-132-1985; CB-50-1989; CB-44-1990; CB-57-1992; CB-83-1994; CB-92-1995; CB-23-1997;
CB-27-1998; CB-41-1999; CB-98-2001; CB-23-2003; CB-49-2003; CB-90-2005; CB-13-2008; CB-20-2012;
CB-96-2013; CB-11-2016; CB-106-2017; CB-78-2018; CB-111-2021)
(9)
Declaration of Approval - Local 1691, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Council 67, American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and affiliated locals, including Local 1691, on September 26, 1989, hereby
approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County
Code.
(CB-75-1984; CB-97-1985; CB-105-1987; CB-51-1989; CB-136-1989)
(10)
Declaration of Approval — Hospital Employees — Local #63, International Brotherhood of Firemen and Oilers,
AFL-CIO.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Hospital Employees Local #63, International Brotherhood of
Firemen and Oilers, AFL-CIO, on November 23, 1982, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(11)
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Declaration of Approval — Local 2079, American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the joint labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Local 2079, American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, together with the other locals, on May 22, 1981, hereby approves said
agreement in accordance with provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(12)
Declaration of Approval - Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association, Inc. (PGCOA) (Correctional
Officers).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association,
Inc. on August 26, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109
of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-109-1984; CB-61-1985; CB-5-1988; CB-139-1989; CB-106-1991; CB-64-1992; CB-99-1994; CB-951995; CB-86-1997; CB-43-1998; CB-80-1999; CB-80-2001; CB-79-2003; CB-86-2005; CB-62-2008; CB-252010; CB-53-2012; CB-85-2013; CB-111-2017; CB-79-2018; CB-113-2021)
(13)
Declaration of Approval — Prince George's County Hospital Commission House Staff Officers represented by
the P. G. House Staff Associates.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Prince George's County Hospital Commission House Staff
Officers represented by the P. G. House Staff Associates on December 3, 1982, hereby approves said agreement
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-108 of the Prince George's County Code.
(14)
Declaration of Approval — Fraternal Order of Police 112, Prince George's County Sheriffs Lodge Inc.
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and the Fraternal Order of Police 112, Prince George's
County Sheriffs Lodge Inc., on August 16, 2018, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the
provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-92-1984; CB-84-1985; CB-71-1988; CB-37-1990; CB-110-1991; CB-52-1992; CB-84-1994; CB-93-1995;
CB-1-1997; CB-21-1998; CB-42-1999; CB-81-2000; CB-82-2001; CB-51-2003; CB-7-2006; CB-87-2006; CB40-2008; CB-16-2012; CB-68-2013; CB-27-2016, CB-58-2017; CB-73-2018)
(15)
Declaration of Approval — Local 241, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (School Crossing Guards).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 241, on September 23, 2021, hereby approves said
agreement for School Crossing Guards in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince
George's County Code.
1763/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-76-1984; CB-131-1985; CB-123-1988; CB-138-1989; CB-109-1991; CB-55-1992; CB-27-1994; CB-941995; CB-2-1997; CB-24-1998; CB-83-1999; CB-83-2001; CB-52-2003; CB-58-2005; CB-8-2008; CB-482010; CB-32-2012; CB-43-2013; CB-67-2015; CB-41-2017; CB-72-2018; CB-114-2021)
(16)
Declaration of Approval — International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1619 (Uniformed Civilian Unit).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1619, on June
18, 2006, hereby approves said agreement for employees in the uniformed civilian bargaining unit in the Fire
Department in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-112-1984; CB-93-1985; CB-6-1989; CB-70-1990; CB-72-1991; CB-51-1992; CB-115-1994; CB-42-1995;
CB-30-1998; CB-74-1999; CB-39-2006)
(17)
Declaration of Approval — Local 2462, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Fire/EMS Department Bureau of Apparatus Maintenance Unit).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 2462, on September 24, 2001, hereby approves
said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-59-1990; CB-111-1991; CB-54-1992; CB-29-1994; CB-34-1997; CB-26-1998; CB-87-1999; CB-97-2001)
(18)
Declaration of Approval — Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association, Inc. (Food Services Bargaining
Unit).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association, Inc. (Food
Services Bargaining Unit) on October 8, 1991, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the
provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-104-1991)
(19)
Declaration of Approval — Local 3279, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Department of the Environment — Clerical Units I and II).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 3279, on July 7, 2003, hereby approves said
agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-102-1991; CB-56-1992; CB-85-1994; CB-38-1997; CB-20-1998; CB-83-1998; CB-82-1999; CB-84-2001;
CB-54-2003; CB-30-2014)
(20)
Declaration of Approval — International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1619, AFL-CIO (Civilians).
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The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1619, AFLCIO (Civilians), on June 9, 2021, hereby approves said agreement for civilian employees in the Fire Department
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-58-1992; CB-114-1994; CB-43-1995; CB-31-1998; CB-75-1999; CB-46-2002; CB-19-2004; CB-39-2006;
CB-21-2008; CB-19-2012; CB-98-2013; CB-112-2017; CB-30-2019; CB-108-2021)
(21)
Declaration of Approval — Deputy Sheriff's Association of Prince George's County, Inc. (Civilian Units).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and the Deputy Sheriff's Association of Prince George's
County, Inc. (Civilian Units) on August 14, 2018, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the
provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-86-1994; CB-97-1995; CB-22-1997; CB-22-1998; CB-81-1999; CB-55-2001; CB-50-2003; CB-75-2005;
CB-20-2008; CB-17-2012; CB-69-2013; CB-34-2016; CB-113-2017; CB-70-2018)
(22)
Declaration of Approval — Local 2735, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Family Connection Division).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Council 67, American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 2735 (Family Connection Division), on January 14,
1998, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of the Prince
George's County Code.
(CB-24-1997; CB-19-1998)
(23)
Declaration of Approval — Local 3389 American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Health Department and Department of Family Services).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Council 67, American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 3389 (Health Department and the Department of
Family Services), on August 19, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-84-1999; CB-85-2001; CB-53-2003; CB-62-2006; CB-6-2008; CB-39-2010; CB-31-2012; CB-44-2013;
CB-68-2015; CB-32-2017; CB-77-2018; CB-112-2021)
(24)
Declaration of Approval — Local 1170 American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFLCIO (Supervisory Employees in the Health Department, the Department of Family Services, and the Department
of Housing and Community Development).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County and Council 67, American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, and its affiliated Local 1170 (Supervisory Employees in the Health
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Department, the Department of Family Services and the Department of Housing and Community Development),
on August 19, 2021, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A-109 of
the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-86-2001; CB-3-2004; CB-62-2006; CB-6-2008; CB-39-2010; CB-31-2012; CB-44-2013; CB-68-2015; CB32-2017; CB-77-2018; CB-112-2021)
(25)
Declaration of Approval — Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association, Inc. (PGCOA) (Civilian Unit).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and Prince George's Correctional Officers' Association,
Inc. (Civilian Unit) on September 4, 2018, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of
Section 13A-109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-89-2001; CB-80-2003; CB-62-2005; CB-23-2008; CB-52-2012; CB-84-2013; CB-35-2017; CB-107-2017;
CB-80-2018)
(26)
Declaration of Approval — Service Employees International Union Local 400PG (State's Attorney's Office).
The County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, having fully considered the labor agreement
concluded between Prince George's County, Maryland and the Service Employees International Union Local
400PG on January 27, 2006, hereby approves said agreement in accordance with the provisions of Section 13A109 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-10-2006)
(g)
Notwithstanding any provision of Subtitle 13A of the Prince George's County Code of Ordinances and
Resolutions, titled "Labor Code," the preceding provisions of this Section shall apply to all collective bargaining
agreements negotiated under said Labor Code.
(CB-1-1976; CB-20-1977; CB-21-1977; CB-22-1977; CB-49-1977; CB-78-1977; CB-83-1977; CB-92-1977;
CB-136-1978; CB-144-1978; CB-145-1978; CB-146-1978; CB-159-1978; CB-40-1979; CB-144-1979; CB-1451979; CB-146-1979; CB-18-1980; CB-130-1980; CB-131-1980; CB-151-1980; CB-6-1981; CB-25-1981; CB108-1981; CB-129-1981; CB-150-1981; CB-185-1981; CB-34-1982; CB-41-1982; CB-93-1982; CB-142-1982;
CB-145-1982; CB-148-1982; CB-2-1983; CB-5-1983; CB-6-1983; CB-19-1983; CB-71-1983; CB-72-1983;
CB-101-1983; CB-102-1983; CB-128-1983; CB-130-1983; CB-91-2003)
DIVISION 20. - COUNTY EMPLOYEES' BILL OF RIGHTS.
Sec. 16-234. - Political activity.
Pursuant to Section 909 of Article IX of County Charter, all employees may participate or refrain from
participating in partisan political activity, except where otherwise prohibited by Federal or State statute.
Employees shall not engage in partisan political activity during their hours of employment.
(CB-1-1976; CB-25-2000)
Sec. 16-235. - Prohibited human resources practices.
(a)
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It shall be wrongful and illegal and a prohibited human resources practice for any employee who has authority to
take, direct others to take, recommend, or approve any human resources action, to take or fail to take a human
resources action with respect to any employee or applicant for employment solely, as a reprisal for a disclosure
of information by an employee or applicant as to action taken by another employee or applicant which the
employee or applicant reasonably believes evidences:
(1)
A violation of any law, rule or regulation; or
(2)
Mismanagement, a gross waste of funds, an abuse of authority, or a substantial and specific danger to public
health or safety if such disclosure is not specifically prohibited by law.
(b)
The Director of Human Resources Management and the head of each department or agency shall be responsible
for the prevention of prohibited human resources practices. Any individual to whom a department delegates
authority for human resources management, or for any aspect thereof, shall be similarly responsible within the
limits of the delegation. Nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to create a civil or criminal liability on the
part of the Director of Human Resources Management, department head, or any other individual who did not
directly engage in a prohibited human resources practice.
(c)
A prohibited human resources practice as defined in Subsection (a) shall constitute a basis for the initiation of a
grievance.
(d)
A prohibited human resources practice as defined in Subsection (a) shall constitute a defense against an adverse
action taken solely as a reprisal for a disclosure of information as set forth in Section 16-235(a), above.
(CB-5-1980; CB-22-2000; CB-25-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-236. - Testimony before County Council.
(a)
After authorization by a majority vote of the full Council and upon the receipt of a written request by the Chair
of the County Council, or chair of a Council committee, setting forth the time, place, and subject matter of a
hearing, an employee or officer of the County shall be required to be present and to testify to matters relative to
the subject matter of the hearing. When so requested, an employee shall produce documents or papers in his
possession or custody. An employee or officer shall not be required to testify on any matter that is protected by
Executive privilege as defined under Maryland law (generally policy discussion with the Executive).
(b)
An employee testifying at the request of the Council or committee chair shall be deemed on authorized County
business and shall be granted compensatory time for time spent outside of duty hours for the purpose of such
testimony, as is consistent with existing salary plans.
(c)
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It shall be a prohibited human resources practice for any employee or official of the County to interfere with,
threaten with disciplinary action, or otherwise attempt to restrain an employee from testifying when so requested
by the Council or committee chair.
(d)
A prohibited human resources practice as defined in Subsection (c) shall be a basis for the initiation of a
grievance and shall constitute a defense against an adverse action taken solely as a reprisal for testifying under
this Section.
(1)
Where an adverse action is taken within six months after the employee has appeared before the Council, or a
committee of the Council, it shall be presumed that such adverse action is a prohibited human resources practice.
Such presumption shall only be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence to the contrary.
(CB-72-1982; CB-22-2000, CB-25-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-237. - Abridging the freedom of speech.
An employee may publicly or privately comment upon any matter of public policy of general interest and upon
any subject that is not prohibited from disclosure by the Maryland Public Information Act. Notwithstanding the
above, an employee may not represent the views of the agency/department in an official capacity nor disclose
confidential information as defined under Maryland law.
(CB-25-2000)
Sec. 16-238. - Use of employee's Social Security account number.
(a)
It shall be the policy of the County to protect the privacy of an employee's Social Security account number as
contained in official County records and business correspondence. The Directors of the Office of Finance and
the Office of Human Resources Management shall ensure such protection in the maintenance of records and
conduct of financial and personnel transactions.
(b)
An employee's Social Security account number may only be used for legitimate business purposes in carrying
out the duties and responsibilities of County government. Access to records which contain an employee's Social
Security account number shall be limited to those employees or agents who are preauthorized in writing by the
Directors of the Office of Finance and the Office of Human Resources Management and/or the Director whose
job duties necessitate the recording or receiving information in the normal course of business which includes
employee Social Security account numbers.
(CB-25-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-239. - Disclosure of personal financial information.
(a)
An employee may not be required to disclose any item of property, income, assets, source of income, debts, or
personal or domestic expenditures, including those of any member of the employee's immediate family, unless
that information is necessary to investigate an alleged conflict of interest with respect to the performance of the
employee's official duties or unless such disclosure is required by Federal, State, or County law.
1768/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
Nothing in this Act shall remove the requirements imposed by the Prince George's County Board of Ethics for
employees who are designated to file an annual disclosure statement with the aforementioned Board.
(c)
An employee may engage in secondary employment that is not in conflict with the performance of the
employee's official duties, and does not pose a conflict of interest.
(CB-25-2000)
Sec. 16-240. - Retaliation for exercising rights.
(a)
It shall be a prohibited human resources practice for any employee or official of the County to interfere with,
threaten disciplinary action, or otherwise attempt to prevent an employee from exercising his/her rights granted
under the Personnel Law or the Charter.
(b)
If an adverse action has been taken against an employee and the employee claims that such action was in
retaliation for the exercise of rights granted under this Division, the Personnel Board shall determine the validity
of the claim in accordance with Section 16-203 of the County Code.
(CB-25-2000; CB-91-2003)
Sec. 16-241. - Investigation of employee for conduct-related disciplinary action.
(a)
Whenever an employee is subject to investigation for any reason which could lead to the imposition of conductrelated disciplinary action pursuant to Section 16-193, the following procedures shall apply:
(1)
Investigatory interviews with employees are to be conducted in a setting which affords privacy, so as to ensure,
as far as practicable, that the discussions are confidential.
(2)
The interview shall be scheduled at reasonable times, preferably during the employee's normal working hours.
Interviews shall be for reasonable time and will allow for rest periods as necessary.
(3)
The employee subject to investigation shall be informed of the general nature of the investigation, potential
charges which may ensue, and possible disciplinary outcomes.
(4)
If the interview is recorded, the employee shall be informed prior to being questioned, and a copy of the
recorded interview shall be provided to the employee at the conclusion of the investigation.
(b)
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In the event that a disciplinary action is not initiated against the employee or is not sustained by the Personnel
Board pursuant to Division 13, all copies of the record of investigation shall be expunged from all records and
destroyed.
(c)
Nothing in this Act shall prevent an appointing authority from ordering the immediate suspension of an
employee who meets the criteria for such action under the Personnel Law.
(CB-25-2000)
Sec. 16-242. - Waiver of Rights.
An employee may waive in writing any of the rights provided in this Division; provided, however, that such a
waiver be specific and that no waiver shall be requested or demanded by any person as a condition of
employment or continued employment.
(CB-25-2000)
Sec. 16-243. - Sanctions.
(a)
Any employee who alleges that any rights provided by this Division have been violated by an appointing
authority or a person acting on behalf of the appointing authority may initiate a grievance.
(b)
Any employee who is found to have knowingly, willfully, or with reckless disregard violated provisions of this
Division shall be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with applicable provisions of the Subtitle.
(c)
A supervisor who receives information that an employee under his/her supervision has allegedly violated the
provisions of this Section shall review the allegations and promptly report the information along with any
recommendations to the next level of supervision.
(CB-25-2000)
SUBTITLE 17. - PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING.
Sec. 17-101. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
(a)
For the purpose of regulating the installation of plumbing and gas fitting and the cleaning of sewers in those
areas of the County not included within the Washington Suburban Sanitary District, the "Plumbing and Gas
Fitting Regulations" of the Washington Suburban Sanitary District, adopted by the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission on July 15, 1965, are adopted by this reference and made a part of this Subtitle as though
set out in full herein as the plumbing and gas fitting regulations of the County, for those portions of the County
which are not included in the Washington Suburban Sanitary District.
(b)
Three (3) copies of the "Plumbing and Gas Fitting Regulations" shall be on file in the office of the Clerk at
Upper Marlboro for public inspection and use.
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Editor's note— Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Section 4-401, provides that the District Court has
exclusive original civil jurisdiction in a petition of injunction filed by this County for enforcement of its
plumbing code.
SUBTITLE 18. - POLICE.
DIVISION 1. - COUNTY SHERIFF.
Sec. 18-101. through 18-102. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-103. - Sheriff's office.
The Sheriff shall be required to maintain an office in the Court House at Upper Marlboro, which either he or his
deputy shall visit daily except Sundays.
(Laws 1922, ch. 104, Sec. 532C; P.L.L. 1930, Art. 17, Sec. 935; 1943 Code, Sec. 1276; 1953 Code, Sec. 1403;
P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 70-4; CB-86-1977)
Sec. 18-104 through 18-106. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-107. - Personnel under Personnel Law.
All full-time employees, including deputy sheriffs, appointed by the Sheriff or assigned to him by the County
Executive shall be subject to the Personnel Law as to qualifications, compensation and other regulations, with
the exception of one (1) administrative aide, who may be appointed by the Sheriff.
(Laws 1966, ch. 626; Laws 1967, ch. 397; CB-86-1977; CB-13-2003)
Editor's note— See Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Sec. 2-309(r).
DIVISION 1A. - DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS.
Sec. 18-108. - Prisoners in jail; boarding.
(a)
The County is authorized and directed to provide for the board and feeding of prisoners confined in the County
jail or other places of confinement of prisoners under the control of the County. The administration of the
County jail shall be under the direction of the Director of the Department of Corrections appointed by the
County Executive and confirmed by the County Council pursuant to Section 322 of the Prince George's County
Charter. The Director of the Department of Corrections shall have the following duties:
(1)
Developing, implementing, and maintaining a viable and responsive program of correction and rehabilitation for
the County;
(2)
Administering the Prince George's County Jail; and
(3)
Developing and maintaining a coordinated and functional liaison with State and County agencies associated with
correction and rehabilitation programs.
(b)
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Persons sentenced to be confined for a period of forty-eight hours or less in any seven (7) day period shall pay
the cost of incarceration as determined for purposes of reimbursement by the State of Maryland, subject to
reduction based upon the person's ability to pay. Persons whose household income is equal to or greater than the
median household income, as determined by the State of Maryland for Prince George's County, shall pay the full
cost of incarceration. Persons whose income is less than the median household income shall pay a proportion of
the full cost of incarceration, in increments of ten percent (10%), rounded down to the nearest increment.
(c)
Persons sentenced to be confined in the Home Detention Program shall pay a fee which shall be equal to the
gross wage earned for one hour of employment for each day that the person is confined in the Home Detention
Program. The minimum fee payable shall be the minimum wage as established by Federal law.
(CB-86-1977; CB-114-1991)
Editor's note— CR-76-1994 established a fee of $4.00 for each visit to an institutional medical unit or to an
institutional health care professional or noninstitutional physician, dentist, or optometrist, with certain
exclusions.
Sec. 18-108.01. - Personal property of inmates.
(a)
Any personal property of an inmate which comes into the possession of the Department of Corrections as the
result of an escape from a facility of the Department of Corrections or because such property has been left
unclaimed by an inmate or individual who has right to its possession, shall be held by the Department of
Corrections for a period of ninety (90) days after notice of such possession has been sent to the last known
address of the inmate or individual, and a copy of such notice has been posted in a conspicuous location within a
public area of the county correctional facility.
(b)
Personal property being held by the Department of Corrections, if claimed within the period of time referred to
in Subsection (a), shall be delivered to the inmate or individual who satisfactorily establishes to the Director a
right to its possession and gives a proper receipt therefor.
(c)
Personal property unclaimed after the period of time referred to in Subsection (a) shall be deemed forfeited and
all rights in and to such property shall be foreclosed, extinguished and lost to the owners and claimants.
(d)
The Director of the Department of Corrections shall transfer to the County Purchasing Agent all property
forfeited under this Section. The County Purchasing Agent shall have the same authority with respect to such
property as contained in Section 18-115(a) of this Code.
(CB-122-1978)
Sec. 18-109. - Committal for violation of municipal ordinance; persons convicted in another jurisdiction; costs.
(a)
The Director of the Department of Corrections is authorized and directed to receive any person sentenced by any
judge of any Court of the State of Maryland or of Prince George's County following conviction under any
ordinance of any municipality of the County and to detain or keep such person in the County jail.
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(b)
The Director of the Department of Corrections is authorized to charge the municipality under whose ordinance
such person is so sentenced for the daily maintenance of prisoners. The County police are directed to take or
transfer persons so sentenced to the County jail without making any charge to the municipality for such transfer.
(c)
The Director of the Department of Corrections is authorized to receive persons convicted and sentenced in a
jurisdiction other than Prince George's County, and to detain or keep such persons.
(d)
The County is authorized to charge the jurisdiction under whose laws such person is so sentenced for the daily
maintenance of such person.
(CB-86-1977)
Sec. 18-110. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-110.01. - Rules and regulations; shortened confinement; strip searches.
(a)
The Director of the Department of Corrections shall have full power and authority to make, repeal, alter or
amend such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for the maintenance, discipline and conduct of the
County jail, prisoners, and employees placed under his supervision or control, as may be necessary and
convenient for the proper administration of the power, authority and discretion conferred upon him.
(b)
Each prisoner sentenced to serve a term in the County jail shall be entitled to a diminution of the period of his
confinement as follows. For each calendar month commencing on the first day of the month next after his arrival
at the County jail, or on June 1, 1967, for each prisoner confined therein at that time, during which he shall not
be guilty of a violation of the discipline or any of the rules thereof and shall labor with diligence and fidelity, he
shall be allowed a deduction of five (5) days each month of the period of the commitment or sentence. For each
and every violation of the rules and discipline of the County jail, or want of fidelity or care in the performance of
work or lack of industry, the person therein confined shall not only forfeit all gained time in the month in which
such delinquency occurs, but, according to the aggravated nature or frequency of his offense, the Director may
deduct a portion or all of his gained time for good conduct earned prior thereto.
(c)
The Director of the Department of Corrections shall issue and maintain written rules and regulations, not
inconsistent with law, concerning strip searches.
(CB-86-1977; CB-24-1983)
Sec. 18-110.02. - Sheriff's service of writs and process; transportation of prisoners.
Nothing contained in this Division shall in any way impair the duties of the Sheriff of Prince George's County
regarding service of writs and process and transportation of prisoners.
(CB-86-1977)
DIVISION 2. - PROPERTY IN POLICE CUSTODY.
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Sec. 18-111. - Application of Division.
(a)
This Division shall not be applicable to motor vehicles of whatever nature, to controlled dangerous substances as
defined by Article 27, Section 276 through 302, Annotated Code of Maryland, or to property acquired for use by
the Police Department.
(b)
The Chief of Police, or his designee, is authorized to extend the period of police custody of property:
(1)
Until the completion of a pertinent criminal investigation or prosecution; or
(2)
Where there is reasonable belief that the property is stolen or that the owner may be located; or
(3)
Other good and reasonable cause.
(CB-120-1978)
Sec. 18-112. - Property custodians; appointment; records.
(a)
The Chief of Police is authorized to appoint or designate either sworn or civilian employees of the Police
Department to act as property custodians. The property custodians shall keep a complete record, under the
direction and supervision of the Chief of Police, of all property and money coming into their possession under
the provisions of this Division. The record shall include, among other pertinent information:
(1)
The name of the person delivering the property to them;
(2)
The date of delivery;
(3)
The name of the owner, if known; and,
(4)
Detailed information concerning the circumstances under which the property came into possession of the
delivering party.
(Gen. Res. 9-1966; CB-120-1978; CB-31-1980)
Sec. 18-113. - Property in possession of officers; disposition; report.
(a)
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Every member of the Police Force, the Sheriff and all deputies, the County Medical Examiner and all other law
enforcement officers shall, within forty-eight (48) hours, deliver to the property custodians for immediate
registering in the property record book all property and money coming into their possession in any manner
whatever by reason of their official duties. The property custodians shall give a receipt for and retain all such
property except as provided in Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
In every instance in which a law enforcement officer or member of the State's Attorney's office informs the
property custodians that such property is required to be retained by such officer for the time being for the
purpose of investigating crime or for use as evidence in the trial of a criminal case, the property custodians shall,
after duly registering such property, return the property to the officer for such purpose. All property thus
returned to any law enforcement officer or member of the State's Attorney's office shall, after having served its
purpose for investigation or as evidence, be redelivered to the property custodians who shall then give a receipt
for the property.
(c)
The Chief of Police shall file with the County Executive of Prince George's County, Maryland by the 31st day of
July of each year, a report, in writing, under oath, of all property sold or otherwise disposed of as of the last day
in June, pursuant to this Subtitle.
(Gen. Res. 9-1966; CB-58-1976; CB-120-1978)
Sec. 18-114. - Custody and disposition of personal property.
(a)
The Police Department shall maintain custody of all personal property, equipment, incidental articles, and
currency which may be turned over to, found, recovered or otherwise acquired or possessed by the Police
Department.
(b)
Upon the receipt by the Police Department of any personal property, equipment, incidental articles, or currency
which is claimed to have been found by the person turning over such property to the Police Department, the
Police Department shall inform that person that he is entitled to request the return of the property if the owner of
the property fails to claim it within three (3) months of the date that the property is turned over to the Police
Department. An appropriate claim form will be supplied the finder.
(c)
Return to owner.
(1)
If any property coming into Police custody is reasonably and readily identifiable as to ownership, the
Department shall make every reasonable effort to insure that the owner is notified.
(2)
Except as provided otherwise, the police property custodians shall return upon demand any property in police
custody to the rightful owner on satisfactory evidence of ownership and after obtaining a proper receipt.
(d)
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Property held in police custody for three (3) months, or for three (3) months after notification to the purported
owner, whichever is later, may be disposed of as follows:
(1)
In the absence of any claim by the owner, the property shall be deemed forfeited and may be returned to the
finder if he has entered a claim as stated in Subsection (b), above.
(2)
If there is no claim by an owner or finder the property shall be deemed unclaimed and shall be transferred to the
County Purchasing Agent for action in accordance with Section 18-115.
(3)
A handgun or automatic firearm shall not be returned to a finder but shall be subject to the provisions of Section
18-115(b).
(Gen. Res. 9-1966; CB-58-1976; CB-120-1978; CB-33-1982)
Sec. 18-115. - Sale or destruction of unclaimed property; proceeds.
(a)
The Chief of Police shall transfer to the County Purchasing Agent all unclaimed property under this Division.
The County Purchasing Agent shall have the authority to assign serviceable confiscated property to County or
County supported agencies in lieu of purchasing new or additional stocks of the same or similar articles. In lieu
of assignment of such commodities to County use, the County Purchasing Agent may, pursuant to the provisions
of Section 10-164(a) of this Code, dispose of serviceable confiscated property through one of the following
methods: competitive bid sale, competitive spot bid sale, competitive auction sale; trade-in; or exchange for
goods which are of current need. He may negotiate a sale when the above methods are inappropriate or have
failed to produce a fair price or value. Nonserviceable property may be disposed of through destruction. The
proceeds of all items sold may be paid to the general operating fund of Prince George's County after deducting
the costs of the sale, or may be paid, upon due appropriation measure, to the treasury of the Crime Solvers of
Prince George's County, Inc., for the sole purpose of paying rewards to those responsible for supplying
information that leads to arrests and indictments. In the event of the dissolution of Crime Solvers of Prince
George's County, Inc., a similar organization in cooperation with the Prince George's County Police Department
may receive such funds.
(b)
The Chief of Police may destroy any confiscated weapon or firearm which is not serviceable or which he feels is
dangerously or irregularly constructed. He may either retain for the official use of public law enforcement
officers any confiscated handguns or automatic firearms regardless of condition, for purposes of obviating the
possibility of handguns or automatic firearms being recycled into the possession of the criminal element or he
may transfer to the County Purchasing Agent any weapons or firearms. The County Purchasing Agent may
utilize any of the sale, exchange, or trade-in methods stipulated under Subsection (a); provided, however, the
weapons may only be sold, exchanged, or traded in only to gun dealers who are registered pursuant to Article
27, Section 443 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The proceeds of such sale shall be paid to the General
Operating Fund of Prince George's County after deducting the costs of the sale.
(Gen. Res. 9-1966; Gen. Res. 11-1970; CB-58-1976; CB-120-1978; CB-36-1981)
Editor's note— CR-17-1994 requested the County Executive and the Sheriff to review existing policies
regarding the disposition of surplus firearms and to implement a policy which disposes of all surplus firearms in
a manner which renders the firearms disabled and useless as weapons.
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DIVISION 3. - STATE'S ATTORNEY INVESTIGATORS.
Sec. 18-116. - Definitions; duties; compensation.
(a)
As referred to in this Division, a "State's Attorney Investigator" is an individual especially approved and
appointed by the State's Attorney for the County, from time to time as he shall deem necessary.
(b)
A State's Attorney Investigator shall be directly under the supervision of the State's Attorney, and an investigator
shall perform such duties as the State's Attorney may designate.
(c)
A State's Attorney Investigator shall be on the same salary schedule as Prince George's County sworn police
personnel and shall receive other compensation and benefits comparable to those of sworn police personnel, but
an investigator shall not be entitled to the same pension benefits as sworn police personnel.
(Gen. Res. No. 30-1965, Sec. 1; CB-49-1979; CB-115-1987)
Sec. 18-117. - Oath required.
Every State's Attorney Investigator shall be required to take an oath of office which shall be subscribed before
the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 30-1965, Sec. 2; CB-49-1979)
Sec. 18-118. - Investigator's powers and duties.
Every State's Attorney Investigator appointed under this Division shall have the power to arrest all persons
committing offenses or crimes in the County. He shall have and may exercise the general powers of a peace
officer in the County. He may wear an appropriate metallic badge as prescribed by the appointing authority. He
shall have the power to possess and carry such firearm and other weapons as may be prescribed by the
appointing authority.
(Gen. Res. No. 30-1965, Sec. 4; CB-49-1979)
Sec. 18-119. - Supervision and control.
Every State's Attorney Investigator appointed under this Division shall at all times be subject to the rules and
regulations of the appointing authority and to the supervision and control of such persons as the appointing
authority may from time to time designate.
(Gen. Res. No. 30-1965, Sec. 5; CB-49-1979)
Sec. 18-120. - Confidential information.
Every State's Attorney Investigator shall hold as confidential all information obtained as a result of any
investigation, and the same shall not be divulged except by an order so to do by a court of record of this State or
for the proper administration of justice.
(Gen. Res. No. 30-1965, Sec. 3; CB-49-1979)
DIVISION 4. - MISCELLANEOUS POLICE MATTERS.
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Sec. 18-121. - Neighborhood Watch Program.
(a)
Upon petition by residents and responsive to Police Department regulations, the Chief of Police may authorize a
Neighborhood Watch Program for an area. When a Program has been so authorized, the Director of Public
Works and Transportation shall provide and erect on County maintained roadways and provide in all other
instances, at County expense, not more than two (2) Neighborhood Watch Signs in the area. The Director may
permit additional signs in the area if payment is made to the County for their cost.
(b)
The Chief of Police may promulgate regulations to implement the Neighborhood Watch Program.
(c)
With the consent of a municipality, this Section shall be applicable therein.
(CB-5-1986)
Sec. 18-122. through Sec. 18-132. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-133. - Police Retirement System; transfer to new system.
(a)
The County may elect to transfer the coverage of its employees who are classified as policemen from the
employees' retirement system of the State of Maryland, hereinafter referred to as the State system, to a local
retirement system established by the County to provide their retirement benefits, hereinafter referred to as the
local system. Such transfer shall become effective upon the date as shall be set by the board provided that at
least thirty (30) days prior to such date it shall file with the board of trustees of the State system such
information as the County may require.
(b)
The amount of accumulated contributions as of the effective date of any member of the State system shall be
transferred to the administrative board of the local system and shall be credited to his account in said system.
The amount of reserve held in the State retirement system as the result of the previous contributions of Prince
George's County shall be determined for each member on the effective date and such amount shall be transferred
to the administrative board of the local system. The aggregate amount of the contributions on the effective date
shall be paid to the administrative board of the local system to be held in trust for the purpose of providing the
retirement benefits of such transferred members under the local system. From and after the effective date set for
the establishment of the local retirement system by the County, neither the County nor any member of the Police
Department for the County shall be required to contribute to the State employees' retirement system for such
employees so covered by the local system.
(Laws 1959, ch. 775; P.L.L. 1963, Sec. 18-6)
DIVISION 5. - POLICE DEPARTMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION.
Sec. 18-134. - Purpose of Division.
This Division provides for the operation of the County Police Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
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Sec. 18-135. - Departmental functions; coordination.
(a)
The Police Department functions shall be as follows:
(1)
The protection of life and property.
(2)
The preservation of peace and order.
(3)
The prevention of crime.
(4)
The arrest of all violators of the law.
(5)
The enforcement of this Code and all other laws and ordinances.
(6)
The prompt service of all summonses and court papers as required by law.
(b)
In carrying out such functions all members and employees of the Police Department shall coordinate their efforts
in such manner as will tend to establish, maintain and promote the highest standards of efficiency.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2)
Editor's note— CR-143-1981 designated the Police Department as the "primary law enforcement agency" of
the County pursuant to the requirements of Art. 56, Sec. 416(g), Maryland Code, relating to secondhand
precious metal and gem dealers.
Sec. 18-136. - Composition of Department.
The Police Department shall be headed by a Chief of Police who shall be responsible for all law enforcement in
the County, except where otherwise specified by State law, the County Charter, or any municipal charter. The
Police Department shall consist of such sworn and nonsworn personnel as are provided in the approved
Classification Plan and the approved Annual Budget.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-137. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-138. - Training of police officers.
Each sworn police officer member of the Police Department shall receive training at a police training school
approved and authorized by the Maryland Police and Correctional Training Commission and as required by the
County Executive and Chief of Police, prior to routine assignment in any capacity in which the officer may carry
a gun or make an arrest.
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(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-139. - Compensation of police officers.
(a)
The Police Department shall be the primary law enforcement agency for the County.
(b)
The Chief of Police and sworn police officers of the Police Department shall receive such salaries and
allowances as authorized by the approved Classification Plan(s) and Salary Plan(s).
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-140. - Bond and oath required.
(a)
Each police officer shall take an oath before any person duly qualified to administer the oath that the officer will
well and faithfully perform the duties imposed on the officer by law.
(b)
Each police officer, immediately upon taking the oath prescribed, shall report to the Chief of Police and
thereafter shall at all times be under the Chief's supervision and orders.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-141. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-142. - Police officers; powers and duties.
(a)
The Chief of Police is the commanding officer and administrative head of the Police Department. By virtue of
authority vested in him, he shall issue from time to time orders setting forth the authority, responsibility and
duties of the various ranks and positions established within the Department.
(b)
Members of the Department shall exercise full police authority on all land, water, and air within the territorial
limits of the County.
(c)
While under suspension, as directed, sworn police officer employees of the Department shall not wear the
uniform, shall be deprived of all police powers and privileges, and shall not be permitted to represent themselves
as employees of the Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-26-1977; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-142.01. - Hazardous structures.
In the event of an emergency situation constituting an immediate threat to individual human life, property, or the
public safety due to a hazardous condition of a building or structure, and if, in addition, the time necessarily
consumed in applying for a judicial warrant authorizing entry, or if the amount of time required to locate the
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owner of such building or structure could readily intensify such threat, or if the said owner refuses to cooperate
in making safe such building or structure, then, and in that event, any sworn police officer of the Prince George's
County Police Department shall have the right, without permission or warrant, to make an emergency entrance
into such building or structure for the purpose of abating or eliminating the dangerous condition existing therein
in a manner that will preserve human life, protect the rights of all property owners involved, and minimize the
costs of such abatement or elimination of the dangerous condition. The reasonable cost of making safe such a
hazardous structure shall be the burden of the owner of said property. In the event that the owner of said property
fails to make payment within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a bill demanding payment by the County of all
monies expended by the County in abating or eliminating a hazardous structure or dangerous condition in an
emergency situation, the County Attorney shall take such actions as necessary to recover such costs from the
owner of the premises. Such action of the County Attorney may include, but need not be limited to, initiating
those steps necessary to establish a tax lien against said property.
(CB-25-1977)
Sec. 18-143. - Departmental administration and discipline.
The Chief of Police shall establish written rules and regulations for the administration and discipline of the
members of the Police Department. The Chief of Police shall promulgate a General Order Manual containing
such rules and regulations. The Chief of Police shall maintain a copy of the General Order Manual and all
current amendments thereto.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-144. - Assignment of employees; transfers.
(a)
The Chief of Police shall create and maintain such bureaus and divisions as are necessary for the proper
functioning of the Police Department subject to approval by the County Executive. He shall assign by order
competent police and civilian employees of any rank or classification which he deems proper to command and
administer these bureaus and divisions.
(b)
The Chief of Police shall assign commissioned officers, noncommissioned officers, and officers to such duties as
he deems proper for the efficient functioning of the Department, unless such assignments are otherwise
established in accordance with law.
(c)
All employees of the Department shall be subject to transfer from one area to another or from one bureau or
division of the Department to another, at the direction of the Chief of Police, unless such direction is otherwise
limited in accordance with law.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-145. - Uniforms and equipment.
The Chief of Police shall establish regulations in accordance with other legal requirements concerning the
wearing and use of uniforms and equipment intended for use of the members of the Police Department.
Uniforms and equipment intended for use by members of the Police Department shall conform to established
specifications and standards.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
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Sec. 18-146. - Civilian employees; powers and duties.
Civilian employees of the Police Department shall include all employees that have not been sworn in as peace
officers of the County in all bureaus and divisions. The conduct of these employees shall be governed by the
rules and regulations adopted for the administration and discipline of the Department and Subtitle 16 of the
Code. They will not possess police powers and shall perform such duties as may be assigned to them from time
to time.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-146.01. - Drug Analysis Laboratory; establishment; administration; duties.
(a)
There shall be within the executive branch of Prince George's County the County Drug Analysis Laboratory.
(b)
The Laboratory shall be a part of the County Police Department and administered by the Chief of Police.
(c)
The Laboratory's duties shall include the chemical analysis of materials and substances referred to it by any
court within the County, the State's Attorney, the County Attorney, or any Federal, State, County, or Municipal
law enforcement agency located in this County.
(d)
The County Executive, or his designee, is empowered to prescribe regulations for the Laboratory respecting its
personnel, location, and operation.
(CB-25-1985)
Sec. 18-146.02. - Law Enforcement Activities Tort Claims Report.
On or before December 31 of each year, the County shall report to the County Council, and subject to Section 21246 of the State government article, to the County delegations of the House of Delegates and the Senate of
Maryland, on the total number of settlements of tort claims involving law enforcement activities in the County
and the total expenditures made in the preceding fiscal year for those settlements.
(Laws 2002, ch. 331)
SUBDIVISION 2. - RULES OF CONDUCT FOR POLICE OFFICERS.
Sec. 18-147. - Rules of conduct; violation; responsibility.
(a)
In setting forth the rules of conduct for police officers, it is to be understood that it is not feasible to enumerate
all offenses for which the Chief of Police may take disciplinary action.
(b)
Any violation of such rules and regulations, or other orders, either written or verbal, shall be sufficient cause for
the Chief of Police to take disciplinary action after an investigation, if deemed necessary, of the circumstances
has been made. All disciplinary action concerning a nonprobationary sworn police officer shall be taken in
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accordance with the Law Enforcement Officers' Bill of Rights, Sections 727, et seq., Article 27, Annotated Code
of Maryland.
(c)
Every member of the Department shall be held responsible for the proper performance of his duties and for strict
adherence on his part to the rules and regulations adopted from time to time for the administration of the Police
Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-148. through Sec. 18-149. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-150. - Official communications.
All members of the Police Department shall treat as confidential the official communications and business of the
Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-151. - Private compensation or reward; contests.
(a)
No compensation, reward or other consideration from private sources shall be solicited or accepted by members
of the Police Department, without special permission from the Chief of Police. Upon receipt of any reward,
compensation or consideration, after permission has been granted, a complete report shall be forwarded to the
Chief of Police.
(b)
Members of the Police Department shall not engage in any prize contest or solicit votes or contributions for any
such prize contest, or engage either directly or indirectly in the sale of tickets or soliciting the advertisements of
business of any nature, without written approval of the Chief of Police.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-152. through Sec. 18-153. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-154. - Personal contacts with criminal suspects.
All members of the Police Department shall refrain from making personal contacts with persons who are
engaged in unlawful activity or who are under investigation by a law enforcement agency when such contacts
would present an appearance of impropriety, unless necessary to do so in the performance of their duty.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec., 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-155. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-156. - Use of force.
The use of reasonable physical force by sworn police officers is authorized in situations which cannot be
otherwise controlled. The use of reasonable physical force is authorized when other reasonable alternatives have
been exhausted or would clearly be ineffective under the particular circumstances. In no circumstance may the
use of physical force be more than that which is necessary to achieve a lawful purpose. Officers are permitted to
use deadly force only when the officer reasonably believes that the use of deadly force is necessary in the
defense of human life, including the officer's own life, or in the defense of any person in immediate danger of
serious physical injury.
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(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-157. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-158. - Public relations.
It shall be the duty of every member of the Police Department to promote good public relations by giving
assistance when it is requested, by the impartial administration of the law, and by clean, sober, and orderly
habits. Every member of the Police Department shall furnish his or her name and identification number to any
person who requests this information.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-159. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-160. - Violation of laws; false statement.
(a)
No member of the Police Department shall intentionally violate any law of the United States, the District of
Columbia, any state, the County, a county of any other state, or the ordinance of any city or municipality in any
state.
(b)
No member of the Police Department, under any circumstances, shall make any false official statement or
intentional misrepresentation of facts.
(c)
No member of the Police Department shall bring or attempt to bring improper influence to bear upon the Chief
of Police for the purpose of securing promotion or transfer or to avoid disciplinary action.
(d)
No employee of the Police Department shall improperly interfere with the discipline of the Department.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-161. - Punctuality.
Members of the Police Department shall be punctual in attendance to all calls, requirements of duty, court
appointment and other circumstances where time is specified.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-162. - Salute required.
Uniformed members of the Police Department, when encountering other uniformed members of this or any other
police department, the Governor, officers of the National and State Guard, officers of the United States Army,
Navy and Marine Corps shall render the salute in the prescribed manner. This rule shall not apply to
plainclothesmen from any bureau or division. They shall only be recognized by uniformed officers when
circumstances permit, of which they shall be the judge and shall so indicate by first rendering the salute in the
prescribed manner to the uniformed officer, who shall return the salute.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-163. - Periodic relief from duty.
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(a)
Sworn police officers are held to be always on duty, although periodically relieved from the routine performance
thereof. They are subject at all times to orders from the proper authorities and to call by citizens. The fact that
they may be off duty shall not be held as relieving them from the responsibility of taking proper police action in
any matter coming to their attention requiring such action.
(b)
While in the County, sworn police officers shall at all times, when apart from their own homes, be armed, unless
the carrying of firearms is specifically prohibited, and carry their badge of authority.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-164. - Communication of information to criminals.
Members of the Police Department shall not communicate in any way whatsoever, directly or indirectly, in any
manner or form, any information which may enable persons guilty of criminal or quasi-criminal acts to escape
arrest or punishment or dispose of or secrete any money or valuables, the proceeds of crime, or to destroy any
evidence which would establish guilt.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-165. - Compromises or arrangements.
Members of the Police Department shall not be concerned, directly or indirectly, in making any compromise or
arrangements between suspected violators of the law and persons who are alleged to have suffered by their acts.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-166. - Smoking prohibited.
Members of the Police Department shall not smoke while in uniform in view of the public, or while engaged in
any business with the public. They shall not appear in public places with unlighted pipes, cigars or cigarettes in
their mouths. Smoking in storerooms and garages shall not be permitted at any time. No member of the Police
Department shall unnecessarily loiter in any private or secluded place for the purpose of smoking.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-167. - Sole occupation.
Members of the Police Department shall not in any way participate in any business which might interfere with
proper and efficient performance of police duty.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-168. - Threatening businesses; accepting privileges.
Members of the Police Department shall not by threat or in any manner, directly or indirectly, use their position
for the purpose of influencing the lawful business, profession or occupation of any person. They shall not allow
any lawful business, profession or occupation of persons to be influenced by their position or acts, to the extent
of extending to them privileges that are not enjoyed by all patrons. This rule shall especially apply to business
places serving food and drinks.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
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Sec. 18-169. - Reports required.
Members of the Police Department shall make complete typewritten detailed reports on all cases requiring a
report, on the prescribed form, before leaving the station upon completion of their tour of duty.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-170. - Report of death; notifications; preservation of evidence.
(a)
Any member of the Police Department who finds a dead body or learns of a case where death has ensued,
without a physician having been in attendance, shall immediately notify the officer in command of the station
where the body was found and receive instructions in regard to his further procedure.
(b)
The officer in charge of such station shall promptly notify the medical examiner and officer in charge of the
Bureau of Criminal Investigation and report the details concerning the same to the Chief of Police. Should
circumstances indicate the possibility of a crime having been committed, the commanding officer shall also
notify the State's Attorney and shall at once note all particulars.
(c)
He shall not permit disturbances of the body or surroundings. He shall take care to prevent the handling of
weapons or other objects presenting smooth surfaces as to obliterate visible or latent fingerprints thereon, and, if
necessary, detain for the time being any individuals whose testimony, in his judgment, might be needed in
establishing any fact or removing any doubt in connection with the case. He shall arrest any person against
whom there exists reasonable suspicion of guilt supported by any fact, circumstances or credible information. He
shall make a full report of all facts and details connected with the case.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-171. - Report of personal injury or property damage.
Members of the Police Department shall report promptly, in writing, to their superior officers any injuries to
their persons or any damage to the County property in their charge, irrespective of whom or where such injury or
damage occurs. Such report shall be in full detail, giving the names and addresses of all witnesses. If a member
of the Department is injured to such an extent that he is physically unable to make such report, his superior
officer shall promptly make the report.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-172. - Accident involving County liability.
When an accident occurs as a result of any defect in public property, or where it appears or is alleged that the
County may in any manner be held responsible or liable for an injury to a person or damage to property as a
result of such accident, policemen shall make a careful and thorough investigation and report all facts in
connection therewith, together with the names and addresses of all witnesses. Such report shall be made
promptly and in writing.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-173. - Vehicles on streets; examination of buildings.
(a)
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Members of the Police Department, while on patrol at night, shall observe vehicles on the streets and shall
investigate any suspicious circumstances in connection therewith, making notes of the circumstances for future
reference.
(b)
Members of the Police Department during their tour of duty shall frequently examine the doors, low windows
and archways of buildings on their beats or patrol area, to ascertain if they are properly fastened at night. They
shall also give vacant houses the same attention during the day. If any are found open they shall report the facts
to the station, after steps to secure them have been taken.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-174. - Attendance at race tracks.
Members of the Police Department attending race tracks, either on or off duty, shall not patronize these
establishments by visiting the betting windows while in uniform. They shall not display, exhibit or carry, in any
manner visible to the public, paraphernalia such as programs, scratch sheets, newspapers, etc., usually displayed
by other patrons.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-175. through Sec. 18-178. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-179. - Release of prisoners.
No member of the Police Department shall, without proper authority, release any prisoner in his charge or,
through neglect or design, suffer any prisoner in his charge to escape.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; Gen. Res. No. 13-1970)
Sec. 18-180. - through Sec. 18-181 Reserved.
Sec. 18-182. - Recovered property; securing; report; release; return.
(a)
All members of the Police Department shall properly secure any property which may have been confiscated or
which has otherwise come under their care. Securing of such property shall be carried out pursuant to the
provisions of Division 2 of this Subtitle.
(b)
All members of the Police Department shall, upon impounding any vehicle, make a complete report on the form
provided for such action showing that the owner of such vehicle has been notified as to its whereabouts, before
leaving the station upon completing his tour of duty.
(c)
No property shall be released until a proper release is signed by persons authorized to obtain such property, by
reason of their showing proof that they are rightfully entitled to have possession of such articles or items.
(d)
Members of the Police Department, upon their separation for any cause from the Department, shall promptly
return to the Department all County property issued them.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2)
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Sec. 18-183. - Use of firearms; regulations.
(a)
No member of the Police Department shall discharge firearms on or off duty, except in the following cases:
(1)
In self-defense or in the defense of another when no apparent alternative exists for protection from what appears
to be a significant and immediate threat of death or serious physical injury.
(2)
To apprehend a fleeing person when no reasonable alternative for apprehension exists and the officer has
probable cause to believe that the person has committed a crime involving the infliction or threatened infliction
of serious physical injury and poses an immediate and significant threat of serious physical injury to the officer
or to others.
(3)
To kill a dangerous animal or to kill an animal so badly injured that humanity requires its relief from further
suffering.
(4)
When used in practice on the range.
(5)
Lawful game hunting.
(b)
Firearms shall be kept out of reach of the public and shall be secured in appropriate locked containers when not
in the immediate possession or control of the sworn police officer. Riot equipment shall be kept under lock and
key, in an inconspicuous place, and shall not be displayed to the general public.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-184. - Uniforms and equipment; regulations.
(a)
Sworn police officers are required at all times to be neat, clean, and well-groomed. Uniform and civilian clothes
shall be clean and pressed at all times. Shoes, leather equipment, and brass shall be regularly polished, and
sidearms shall be clean and serviceable at all times.
(b)
No member of the Police Department shall allow another member of the Department or any other person to use
his badge or any other of his means of personal identification.
(c)
Members, when on duty, shall appear in the prescribed uniform or appropriate authorized civilian attire at all
times.
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(d)
Members, when attending court or any function where they will represent the Department, shall appear in full
uniform or business civilian attire.
(e)
Any member of the Police Department under suspension, as necessary, shall turn in all County property and
equipment before leaving the station to which he is assigned.
(f)
Uniformed members of the Police Department shall be held responsible for the uniform, motor vehicle, or other
equipment issued to them; and, where it is established that this equipment is lost or damaged through the
officer's negligence, the officer concerned shall be obligated to replace it at his own expense.
(g)
Any member of the Police Department losing his badge or other equipment issued to him shall report the facts at
once, in writing, to the Chief of Police through official channels.
(h)
No decoration or insignia shall be worn by any member of the Police Department on the County police uniform
unless authorized by the Chief of Police, who will designate where, when, and in what manner the insignia or
decoration shall be worn.
(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
Sec. 18-185. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-186. - Reports and communications.
(a)
All official business transacted by members of the Police Department shall be through official channels.
(b)
Members of the Police Department shall refer to the Chief of Police all inquiries relating to official orders and
shall refrain from discussing with the public any of the general policies of the Department. Information
requested in all cases by the press, attorneys, or relatives of injured persons shall be furnished, where a report is
available, by the station clerk.
(c)
Police telephone service is for official business only and shall not be used for personal calls.
(d)
Members of the Police Department are required to report, in writing, through official channels, any change in
their place of residence and telephone number within forty-eight (48) hours after such change.
(e)
Such reports as may be required to properly administer the affairs of the Police Department or furnish
information shall be submitted as covered by orders.
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(Gen. Res. No. 71-1951, Sec. 2; CB-11-1997)
SUBDIVISION 3. - CITIZEN COMPLAINT OVERSIGHT PANEL.
Sec. 18-186.01. - Legislative Findings.
(a)
The procedures to be used when any law enforcement officer is subject to investigation or interrogation for any
reason which could lead to disciplinary action, demotion, or dismissal are established under Article 27, Sections
727-734D of the Annotated Code of Maryland ("Law Enforcement Officers' Bill of Rights"), and are in no way
supplanted by the procedures set forth in this Subdivision.
(b)
It is found and declared that when a complaint is filed or an incident occurs in which a Prince George's County
Police Officer is alleged to have discharged a firearm in an attempt to strike or control another person regardless
of whether injury occurs, accidentally discharged a firearm, a person dies during a law enforcement officer's use
of force or while in the custody of a law enforcement officer, or a law enforcement officer or other person has
filed a complaint with the Prince George's County Police Department or the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel
regarding the conduct of a law enforcement officer, the public needs assurance that the investigation is complete,
thorough, and impartial, and that the report and recommendations of the investigating unit are reasonable and
appropriate under the circumstances.
(c)
It is declared that the purpose of the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel is to review the report of the
investigation and to advise the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department if the investigation was
complete, thorough, and impartial.
(d)
It is a further declared purpose of the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel to review the processing of complaints
by law enforcement officers or other persons and to comment on the action taken on such complaints, to report
its comments and conclusions to the Chief Administrative Officer upon the final disposition of each case, and to
issue an annual report to the public.
(e)
It is a further declared purpose of the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel, that, if in the judgment of the Citizen
Complaint Oversight Panel, substantive issues have not been adequately or impartially addressed by the
investigation of complaints by the Internal Affairs Division, the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel may conduct
its own investigation.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001)
Sec. 18-186.02. - Definitions.
(a)
As used herein, the following words shall have the following meanings:
(1)
Chief of Police means the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department.
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(2)
Complaint means any written allegation, signed by the complainant, that the conduct of a law enforcement
officer violated standards imposed by law or departmental procedures.
(3)
Hearing Board means the Police Hearing Board as defined in Article 27, Section 727 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(4)
Law enforcement officer means a sworn officer of the Prince George's County Police Department.
(5)
Panel means the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel.
(6)
Police Department means the Prince George's County Police Department.
(7)
Use of force means but is not limited to, any action taken by a law enforcement officer to strike or control
another person including the use of firearms, canine dogs, impact weapons, electrical stun devices, chemical or
natural agents, physical contact and restraint devices.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001)
Sec. 18-186.03. - Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel created; composition; appointment; compensation.
(a)
There is hereby created a Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel.
(b)
The Panel shall consist of seven (7) members who shall be appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by
the County Council.
(c)
Appointments shall be for four (4) year terms. In the event that a member does not complete a term, the vacancy
shall be filled in the same manner as initial appointments. No member shall be appointed for more than two (2)
consecutive full terms.
(d)
Members shall be residents of Prince George's County and broadly representative of the citizens of the County;
however, no person may be appointed, nor serve as a member, who is a municipal, bicounty, County, or State
employee, or who is a municipal, County, or State elected official or candidate for any such elected office, or
who is employed by any law enforcement organization.
(e)
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Members may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their duties and shall be
compensated at the rate of Fifty Dollars ($50) per hour for meetings, but no member shall receive more than
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) in any twelve (12) month period.
(f)
The County Executive shall designate a member to serve as Chairperson of the Panel.
(g)
The County Executive shall provide appropriate staff, including an Administrator who shall be an attorney
admitted to the practice of law in the State of Maryland. The Administrator shall be compensated as provided in
the annual budget.
(h)
The chairperson shall designate five (5) members of the Panel to review each complaint referred to the Panel
pursuant to this Subdivision. A quorum of four (4) members of the Panel shall be required to conduct the
business of the Panel.
(CB-25-1990; CB-44-1994; CB-23-2007)
Sec. 18-186.04. - Citizen Complaints.
(a)
Whenever an individual believes that he or she has been the object of police misconduct, such individual may
file a written complaint with the Chief of Police on a form provided by the Police Department.
(1)
The complaint shall include the name of the complainant and, to the extent known, the name of the law
enforcement officer allegedly involved, and the time, place, and circumstances involved in the incident. The
complaint shall also include an explanation of the conduct that is deemed to be wrongful.
(2)
Sufficient supplies of citizen complaint forms shall be readily available at every Prince George's County Police
station, every public library branch within the County, and at a designated office in the County Administration
Building. These written complaint forms may be submitted in person or sent by mail to any office of the Prince
George's County Police Department or to any office of the Panel.
(b)
Individuals who present oral complaints by telephone or in person to police headquarters or to individual law
enforcement officers shall be instructed to fill out a written citizen complaint form. The law enforcement officers
shall advise such individuals of the correct procedures to be followed under this Section. Upon request, a copy
of the citizen complaint form will be mailed to the complainant at the address furnished.
(c)
The Police Department shall place posters in all police stations, and elsewhere throughout the County, to explain
the procedure for filing a complaint.
(d)
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An explanation of the complaint procedure shall be made to all officers of the Prince George's County Police
Department in a General Order to be included in the Manual of Rules and Procedures of the Police Department,
and shall be included in the training program for all new officers.
(CB-25-1990)
Sec. 18-186.05. - Investigation of Complaints.
(a)
The Police Department, in all cases where a law enforcement officer discharged a firearm in an attempt to strike
or control another person regardless of whether injury occurs, accidentally discharged a firearm, a person dies
during a law enforcement officer's use of force or while in the custody of a law enforcement officer, or a law
enforcement officer or other person has filed a complaint with the Prince George's County Police Department or
the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel regarding the conduct of a law enforcement officer, shall commence an
investigation within a reasonable amount of time, ordinarily within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of
receipt of such complaint. The purpose of such investigation shall be to evaluate the merits of the complaint in
an objective manner.
(b)
Upon the completion of the investigation, the Chief of Police shall receive a full report of the investigation
including comments and recommendations, if any, either that the complaint should be sustained, not sustained or
dismissed, or for exoneration.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001)
Sec. 18-186.06. - Duties of Chief of Police.
(a)
The Chief of Police shall notify the Panel within twenty-four (24) hours or the next business day after a law
enforcement officer discharged a firearm in an attempt to strike or control another person regardless of whether
injury occurs, accidentally discharged a firearm, a person dies during a law enforcement officer's use of force or
while in the custody of a law enforcement officer, or a law enforcement officer or other person has filed a
complaint with the Prince George's County Police Department or the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel
regarding the conduct of a law enforcement officer.
(b)
The Chief of Police shall promptly send to the Panel a copy of every signed complaint against a law enforcement
officer. The copy of the complaint shall be accompanied by a statement indicating whether the Internal Affairs
Division will conduct a full investigation of the alleged incident.
(c)
Within twenty-four (24) hours or the next business day after receipt, subject to the provisions of State law, the
Chief of Police shall send to the Panel a complete copy of the report of the internal affairs investigation of every
case that a law enforcement officer discharged a firearm in an attempt to strike or control another person
regardless of whether injury occurs, accidentally discharged a firearm, a person dies during a law enforcement
officer's use of force or while in the custody of a law enforcement officer, or a law enforcement officer or other
person has filed a complaint with the Prince George's County Police Department or the Citizen Complaint
Oversight Panel regarding the conduct of a law enforcement officer, and shall notify the Panel that the
investigation has been completed.
(d)
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If the Chief of Police determines that the disclosure of information to the Panel mandated under subsections (a)
through (c) would reasonably be expected to compromise or impede a pending criminal or internal affairs
investigation, within twenty-four (24) hours or the next business day after receipt of the information, the Chief
of Police may petition the County Executive or his designee for a temporary exemption. Such a petition shall be
in writing, must contain all information that subsections (a) through (c) requires to be disclosed to the Panel and
shall provide specific facts demonstrating that the disclosure would reasonably be expected to compromise or
impede the pending investigation. The County Executive or his designee shall respond in writing and may grant
a temporary exemption from the mandated disclosures of no longer than thirty (30) days. At the expiration of a
temporary exemption, the Chief of Police may renew his petition and the County Executive or his designee may
grant additional temporary exemptions of no longer than thirty (30) days every time the petition is renewed.
(e)
The Chief of Police shall direct the internal affairs investigator to attend, upon request of the Panel, the meeting
of the Panel for the purpose of providing clarification of any information in the report.
(f)
The Chief of Police shall give due consideration to the comments and conclusions of the Panel, and shall instruct
the Internal Affairs Division to continue the investigation if, in the judgment of the Chief of Police, substantive
issues have not been adequately or impartially addressed.
(g)
After the Chief of Police has reviewed the comments and conclusions of the Panel, the Chief of Police may
proceed to act upon the recommendations of the Internal Affairs Division in accordance with the provisions of
Article 27, Sections 727 through 734D of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(h)
The Chief of Police shall provide copies of the following to the Panel concurrent with service, transmittal, or
notice to a law enforcement officer:
(1)
All administrative charges served upon a law enforcement officer;
(2)
All notices of hearing boards or suspension hearings served upon a law enforcement officer;
(3)
All notices of suspension of police powers and/or pay served upon a law enforcement officer;
(4)
All reports of the hearing board transmitted to the Chief of Police; and
(5)
All notices of disciplinary action issued by the Chief of Police.
(i)
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The Chief of Police shall notify the Panel within two (2) working business days of the final disposition of the
case.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001)
Sec. 18-186.07. - Reserved.
Sec. 18-186.08. - Duties of the Panel.
(a)
For every investigation alleging that a law enforcement officer discharged a firearm in an attempt to strike or
control another person regardless of whether injury occurs, accidentally discharged a firearm, a person dies
during a law enforcement officer's use of force or while in the custody of a law enforcement officer, or a law
enforcement officer or other person has filed a complaint with the Prince George's County Police Department or
the Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel regarding the conduct of a law enforcement officer, the Panel, subject to
the provisions of State law, shall review the complete internal affairs investigation.
(b)
All testimony, information or material obtained or created by the Panel shall be considered confidential and shall
not be disclosed except in the performance of its functions.
(c)
No later than thirty (30) working days after the completion of the internal affairs investigation report, the Panel
shall review the reports received and shall issue to the Chief of Police a written report as to the completeness and
impartiality of the reports together with any of the following conclusions for each allegation in a complaint:
(1)
Sustained. A preponderance of the evidence proves that the alleged act or acts occurred and that the act or acts
violated Department policy or procedure;
(2)
Not Sustained. The evidence fails to prove or disprove that the alleged act or acts occurred.
(3)
Proper Conduct. The evidence proves that the alleged act or acts occurred; however, the act or acts were
justified, lawful, and proper.
(4)
Unfounded. The evidence proves that the alleged act or acts did not occur or that the accused law enforcement
officer was not involved.
(5)
Panel Investigation. If, in the judgment of the Panel, substantive issues have not been adequately or impartially
addressed by the investigation of complaints by the Internal Affairs Division, the Panel may conduct its own
investigation.
(6)
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Remand to Chief of Police. The Panel may defer disposition to remand a complaint back to the Chief of Police
for further investigation and/or additional reports.
(d)
Upon written application to the Chief of Police and for good cause shown, the Chief of Police may grant an
extension of time, not to exceed ten (10) additional working days, to the Panel to complete its review and report.
If the Panel is unable to complete its review and report within the time allowed, including any extension granted
by the Chief of Police, then the internal affairs investigation report shall be forwarded to the Chief of Police
without comment for action as provided in Section 18-186.06(e).
(e)
The Panel shall base its comments and conclusions on the investigative reports. The Panel may request the
internal affairs investigator to attend the Panel meetings to provide clarification, if needed, of any material in the
respective reports of investigation.
(f)
The Panel may conduct its own investigation independently from, but concurrently with, the internal affairs
investigation.
(g)
The Panel may, upon a majority vote of the members present, apply to the County Council for the issuance of
subpoenas upon any person to require such person to attend, testify under oath, and produce documents and
records regarding the subject of any investigation by the Panel in accordance with the Annotated Code of
Maryland. A complete record, either written, taped, or transcribed, shall be kept of a person's testimony. All
testimony, information and material obtained or created by the Panel during its investigation will be sent to the
Chief of Police for consideration.
(h)
The Administrator of the Panel shall advise the Panel on all legal issues, including, but not limited to, rules of
evidence and confidentiality of information. The Panel shall protect confidentiality but may otherwise make
public its comments and conclusions no sooner than one (1) business day after submitting its report to the Chief
of Police.
(i)
Upon direction of the Chairperson of the Panel, a member or staff of the Panel shall observe the proceedings of a
hearing board, if one is convened.
(j)
The Panel shall report its comments and conclusions in writing to the Chief Administrative Officer in each case
in a timely manner.
(k)
The Panel shall make public an annual report of its activities. The annual report shall contain summary reports of
case conclusions, a statistical analysis of cases by type and disposition, including discipline imposed, any
recommendations for policy changes, recruitment, supervision, operational procedures and training, and any
other information that the Panel deems appropriate.
(l)
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The Panel shall inform the complainant of the following in a timely manner:
(1)
Notice of the time and location of any hearing board; and
(2)
Final disposition of a complaint.
(CB-25-1990; CB-59-2001)
Sec. 18-186.09. - Enforcement of Subpoenas.
(a)
The Prince George's County Citizen Complaint Oversight Panel may petition a court of competent jurisdiction to
issue an order requiring compliance with a subpoena issued for the panel by the County Council.
(b)
A court of competent jurisdiction may hold a person who fails to obey an order issued under Subsection (a) of
the Section in contempt of court.
(Laws 2002, ch. 232)
Sec. 18-186.10. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - POLICE CADETS AND PUBLIC SERVICE AIDES.
Sec. 18-186.11. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purpose of this Division, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the
meaning given herein:
(1)
Cadet is a person duly appointed to that position by the Chief of Police.
(2)
Chief or Chief of Police is the Chief of Police of Prince George's County.
(3)
County is Prince George's County.
(4)
Public Service Aide is a person duly appointed to that position in accordance with the Classification Plan and
assigned to the Police Department.
(CB-60-1976; CB-132-1981)
Sec. 18-186.12. - Authority of Police Cadets and Public Service Aides.
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(a)
The Chief of Police shall be authorized to assign to any Cadet or Public Service Aide, by written delegation, the
power and duty to enforce all street traffic laws of the County and all of the vehicle laws of the State of
Maryland applicable to traffic in the County.
(b)
Cadets and Public Service Aides so assigned by the Chief of Police are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by
voice, hand, or signal in conformance with traffic laws; provided that, in the event of a fire or other emergency,
or to expedite traffic, or to safeguard pedestrians, Cadets and Public Service Aides may direct traffic as
conditions may require notwithstanding the provisions of the traffic laws; but subject, however, to limitations as
established by the Chief of Police.
(c)
Any Cadet or Public Service Aide acting in any of the capacities authorized under this Section shall be presumed
to have been authorized to act in such capacities by the Chief of Police, unless there is direct testimony to the
contrary.
(CB-60-1976; CB-132-1981)
Sec. 18-186.13. - Penalties.
Any person who shall violate or disobey any lawful order of any Police Cadet or Public Service Aide, as may be
issued under Section 18-186.12, above, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and upon conviction thereof,
shall be subject to the same penalty applicable to Section 21-103 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland.
(CB-60-1976; CB-132-1981)
DIVISION 7. - RESERVED.
Sec. 18-187. - Reserved.
DIVISION 8. - DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED PROGRAM.
Sec. 18-188. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - POLICE MUTUAL AID.
Sec. 18-189. - Police mutual aid agreements authorized.
(a)
The County Executive is hereby authorized to sign and enter into police mutual aid agreements with the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the State of Maryland, the Commonwealth of
Virginia, any county or municipal corporation, in or outside the State of Maryland, including the District of
Columbia, and any agency of the federal government, in order to establish and carry into effect a plan to provide
mutual aid through the furnishing of police and other employees and agents together with all necessary
equipment.
(b)
Any agreement for mutual aid must provide that each of the parties to the agreement shall:
(1)
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Waive any and all claims against all the other parties thereto which may arise out of their activities outside their
respective jurisdictions under such agreement; and either
(2)
Indemnify and save harmless the other parties to such agreement from all claims by third parties for property
damage or personal injury that may arise out of the activities of the other parties to such agreement outside their
respective jurisdictions under such agreement; or
(3)
Specifically references that the agreement is being created pursuant to the authority of the Intelligence Reform
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 and acknowledges the applicability of the procedural and liability
limitations contained therein.
(CB-126-1987; CB-34-2005)
Sec. 18-190. - Authority to send police and equipment beyond County limits.
(a)
Personnel of the police department, together with all necessary equipment, may lawfully go or be sent beyond
the boundaries of Prince George's County to any point within or without the State of Maryland under the
following circumstances:
(1)
Upon the direction of the Chief of Police or his designee acting at the request of the State of Maryland, another
state or the District of Columbia, a county or a municipal corporation;
(2)
Pursuant to a mutual aid agreement; or
(3)
Pursuant to any statute of the State of Maryland, or ordinance of Prince George's County, or other lawful
authority.
(CB-126-1987)
SUBTITLE 18A. - PROPERTY OF COUNTY.
Sec. 18A-101. - Cultivate-A-Lot Program.
The Cultivate-A-Lot Program is hereby established.
(CB-25-1974)
Sec. 18A-102. - Vacant, unoccupied County property cataloged.
The Office of Central Services shall compile and maintain a catalog of all vacant and unoccupied parcels of
ground owned by the County.
(CB-25-1974; CB-49-1984)
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Sec. 18A-103. - Administration.
(a)
The Office of Central Services shall administer the Cultivate-A-Lot Program by dividing and annually assigning
appropriate lots to applicants, contracting annually with applicants to provide for the conditions listed under
Section 18A-104 of this Subtitle, and by developing and issuing rules of procedure and regulations for the
purpose of floriculture, horticulture, and gardening in accordance with the Cultivate-A-Lot Program and not as a
sale of surplus land.
(b)
Upon receipt of the written catalog of properties transmitted by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
and the Board of Education to the Director of the Office of Central Services, with an indication that such
properties are available for the Cultivate-A-Lot Program, the Director of the Office of Central Services shall, in
accordance with provisions of this law, include the properties in the Program and administer same.
(CB-25-1974; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 18A-104. - Conditions for approval.
(a)
Cultivate-A-Lot Program parcels of ground will be offered annually to qualified applicants on the basis of
permissive use provided that the applicant:
(1)
Is at least eighteen (18) years of age;
(2)
Is a resident of Prince George's County;
(3)
Has contractually agreed to assume all responsibility in connection with cultivating the parcels including the
planting of suitable winter ground cover;
(4)
Has contractually agreed to keep the parcels clean and free of hazards, which would be detrimental and create a
possible liability claim;
(5)
Has contractually agreed to erect no building or structure in connection with the cultivation of a parcel or parcels
of ground;
(6)
Has contractually agreed to permit periodic inspection by the County for a determination that the assigned parcel
or parcels is being made use of by the applicant for the purposes of floriculture, horticulture, and gardening;
(7)
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Has contractually agreed to allow access to other parcel or parcels by other participants if other parcel or parcels
are otherwise inaccessible;
(8)
Has contractually agreed to surrender and quit the assigned parcel or parcels should the County require the
property for any public purpose, or should reasonable complaints concerning the use of the parcel be received
which are verified to be true in fact by the County;
(9)
Has contractually agreed to surrender and quit the parcel or parcels in a condition at least equal to that when first
assigned upon thirty (30) days' notice by the County;
(10)
Has contractually agreed to abide by the rules and regulations promulgated by the Office of Central Services.
(CB-25-1974; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 18A-105. - Approval; fee; inspection; contract.
Upon the approval of an applicant upon the aforementioned conditions in Section 18A-104 that he agrees to
abide by, and contract for, the permissive use of such vacant and unoccupied parcel or parcels, and upon
payment of an annual Ten Dollar ($10.00) fee for each parcel to defray the cost of handling the documents
incidental to the permissive use of said lots and the cost of inspection incidental thereto, the Office of Central
Services shall execute the contract necessary to allow permissive use in accordance with the terms and
conditions of the Cultivate-A-Lot Program.
(CB-25-1974; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 18A-106. - Parcel size.
Parcels shall be assigned in lots of approximately one thousand (1,000) square feet. In no instance is any
applicant to be assigned a parcel or parcels in excess of approximately two thousand (2,000) square feet, and if
more than one (1) parcel is assigned, then said parcels must be contiguous one to another.
(CB-25-1974)
SUBTITLE 19. - POLLUTION.
DIVISION 1. - AIR POLLUTION.
Sec. 19-101. - State Air Quality Regulations adopted by reference.
The Maryland Department of the Environment Air Quality Regulations set out in the Code of Maryland
Regulations (COMAR 10.18.01 - 10.18.23), and as they may be amended from time to time, are hereby adopted
by reference as the Prince George's County Air Quality Regulations and made part of this Subtitle, with the
additions, insertions and changes prescribed in this Division. The Clerk of the Council shall at all times maintain
and keep current three sets of such State regulations for public inspection.
(CB-48-1988)
Editor's note— CR-45-1983 ratified the 1982 Air Quality Plan for Control of Ozone and Carbon Monoxide in
the National Capital Interstate Air Quality Control Region.
Sec. 19-102. - Definitions.
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(a)
In addition to the definitions of terms contained in the State regulations, the following definitions and
terminology shall apply and are applicable in the interpretation and appreciation of this Division:
(1)
Department as defined in COMAR 10.18.01, shall include the Prince George's County Health Department.
(2)
Emergency shall mean a sudden, unexpected, and unforeseen condition of such public gravity as to require
immediate action or a condition, which is predicted with reasonable certainty to require immediate action to
carry out the purposes of this Division.
(3)
Plan for compliance shall mean a schedule of actions submitted by the violator and approved by the Department.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-103. - Inspections.
Representatives of the Department may enter and inspect any property, premise or place at any reasonable time
for the purpose of investigating either an actual or probable source of air pollution, or for determining the state
of compliance with this Division.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-104. - Open fire permits required; fees.
(a)
Except as provided herein, a person may not set, cause, or allow an open fire without a valid permit issued by
the Department.
(b)
An open fire permit is not required for any of the following:
(1)
Fires set for the purpose of cooking food on other than commercial premises. Campfires are included in this
category.
(2)
Oil or gas-fired salamanders or similar devices designed specifically for space heating.
(c)
There shall be a fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees for an open fire permit issued for the purpose of land
clearing. There shall be a fee as prescribed in the Table of Fees for renewal of open fire permits for the purpose
of land clearing. The fee for all other open fire permits and for permit renewals are prescribed in the Table of
Fees. A duplicate permit will be issued, on request, at a charge as prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(d)
1802/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Open fire permits issued to governmental fire control agencies are not subject to a fee collection.
(e)
Open fire permits may be issued for a maximum period of thirty (30) days and, at the discretion of the Health
Officer, may be renewed once prior to expiration.
(f)
An open fire permit for the Prince George's County Fire Training Academy may be issued on an annual basis.
(CB-48-1988; CB-34-1992; CB-46-1996; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 19-105. - Open fires - Capital Beltway.
(a)
The setting of an open fire at a location inside the Capital Beltway (I-95) is prohibited except for the following:
(1)
For the prevention of a fire hazard that cannot be abated by other means.
(2)
For the instruction of public fire fighters or industrial employees under supervision of the appropriate fire
control official with approval of the County Fire Chief or his designee.
(3)
For the protection of public health or safety when other means for disposing of hazardous materials are not
available.
(4)
For recreational purposes such as campfires, bonfires or for the cooking of food on other than commercial
premises.
(5)
For fires set in the course of agricultural operations in growing crops or raising fowl or animals or in accepted
forestry practices. In no case shall this provision be construed as allowing the burning of ordinary household or
barnyard trash in areas where provision is made for public collection of refuse.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-106. - Violations; hearing; notices; compliance.
(a)
Whenever the Department has reason to believe that a violation of any provision of this Division has occurred, it
may serve written notice upon the alleged violator. The notice shall specify the provision of the Division, rule or
regulation alleged to be violated, and the facts alleged to constitute a violation thereof, and may order that the
necessary corrective action be taken within a reasonable time.
(b)
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Any such order shall become final no later than five (5) days after the date such order is served, unless the
person named in the notice requests in writing a hearing before the Department. In lieu of such order, the
Department may require that the alleged violator appear before the Department for a hearing at a time and place
specified in the notice, to answer the charges complained of, or in the case of willful repeat offenders, the
Department may initiate appropriate action for the recovery of a penalty for a violation of this Division.
(c)
After such hearing, the Department shall affirm, modify or rescind its order, issue an appropriate new order, or
enter into a Plan for compliance for the prevention, abatement or control of the air pollution involved. Such Plan
shall prescribe timetables for necessary action in preventing, abating or controlling the air pollution, and for
reporting progress made towards compliance.
(d)
Nothing in this Division shall prevent the Department from making efforts to obtain voluntary compliance
through the use of a verbal or written warning, conference or any other appropriate means.
(e)
This Section does not authorize the Prince George's County Health Department to serve notice upon an alleged
violator who has been cited by the State Health Department for the same violation.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-107. - Emergency procedure.
(a)
Notwithstanding the provision of this Division or any other provision of law, if the Health Officer finds that any
person is causing or contributing to air pollution and that such pollution creates an emergency which requires
immediate action to protect the public health or safety, he/she shall order such person to reduce or discontinue
the air pollution immediately. Such order shall be complied with immediately.
(b)
Upon issuance of any such order, the Health Officer, if requested by the person so ordered, shall fix a time and
place for a hearing before the Department. The hearing shall be held within a reasonable time thereafter. Not
more than twenty-four (24) hours after the conclusion of such a hearing, and without adjournment thereof, the
order shall be affirmed, modified or set aside.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-108. - Hearing and judicial reviews.
Any person aggrieved by any order of the Department may appeal the order to the Circuit Court for the County
as provided by Chapter 200, Title 7, Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-109. - Penalty; remedies; damages.
(a)
A person who violates any provision of this Division or any regulation in this Division shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars
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($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the County Jail or other place of legal incarceration for not more than six (6)
months or both. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.
(b)
Action pursuant to Subsection (a) of this Section shall not preclude enforcement of this Division's rules and
regulations nor orders made pursuant to this Division by injunction or other appropriate remedy. The
Department shall have the power to institute and maintain in the name of the County, any and all such
enforcement procedures.
(CB-48-1988)
Sec. 19-110. through Sec. 19-119. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - NOISE CONTROL.
Sec. 19-120. - Declaration of Policy.
The County Council for Prince George's County, Maryland, hereby declares it to be the public policy of the
County that every resident of the County is entitled to noise levels that are not detrimental to health, safety, or
welfare and the use, enjoyment and protection of property; and the general intent of this Division is to control
noise levels throughout the County so as to promote public health, safety, welfare, the peace and quiet of the
inhabitants of the County.
(CB-21-2011; CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-121. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them in this Section:
(1)
Commercial means anything other than a residential zone or industrial zone as set forth in Subtitle 27.
(1.1)
Construction means temporary activities directly associated with site preparation, assembly, erection, repair,
alteration, or demolition of structures or roadways.
(2)
dBA means decibels of sound, as determined by the A-weighting network of a sound level meter or by
calculation from octave band or one-third octave band data.
(3)
Daytime means the hours from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
(4)
Decibel means a unit of measure equal to 10 times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of a particular sound
pressure squared to the standard reference pressure squared. The standard reference pressure is 20 micropascals.
(5)
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Department shall mean the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or another authorized
designee agency or department.
(6)
Director shall mean the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for Prince
George's County, Maryland, or their authorized designee.
(7)
Enforcement officer means:
(A)
for a noise originating from any source:
(i)
an employee or agent of the Department designated by the Director to enforce this Division;
(ii)
a police officer; or
(B)
for a noise originating from an animal source, the Director of the Animal Control Division or the Director's
authorized designee within the Department of the Environment.
(7.1)
Industrial Zone means any property that has been zoned industrial.
(8)
Landlord shall mean the person who manages, leases, holds, or otherwise controls the property of an owner.
(9)
Nighttime means the hours from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m.
(10)
Noise means sound, created or controlled by human activity, from one or more sources, heard by an individual
over a period of time.
(11)
Noise disturbance means any noise that is:
(A)
unpleasant, annoying, offensive, loud, or obnoxious;
(B)
unusual for the time of day or location where it is produced or heard;
1806/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(C)
detrimental to the health, comfort, quality of life, or safety of any individual or to the reasonable enjoyment of
property or the lawful conduct of business because of the loudness, duration, or character of the noise or;
(D)
exceeds the objective standards of this Division.
(12)
Noise-suppression plan means a written plan to use the most effective noise-suppression equipment, materials,
and methods appropriate and reasonably available for a particular type of construction.
(13)
Owner shall mean the person listed on the tax records of the County as the property owner.
(14)
Person means an individual, group of individuals, corporation, firm, partnership, or voluntary association; or a
department, bureau, agency, or instrument of the County or any municipality, or of any other government to the
extent allowed by law.
(15)
Police Chief or officer shall mean the Chief of the Prince George's County Police Department, a sworn member
of the Prince George's County Police Department, or their authorized designee.
(16)
Receiving property means any real property where people live or work and where noise is heard, including an
apartment, condominium unit, or cooperative building unit.
(17)
Residential means any property in a residential zone as set forth in Subtitle 27.
(18)
Residential area is an area located within a residential or rural and agricultural zone listed in Subtitle 27 of this
Code, including residential areas abutting Transit-Oriented/Activity Center zones and mixed-use, commercial,
and industrial areas as defined in Subtitle 27.
(19)
Recreational or Entertainment Establishment is an establishment as defined in Subtitle 27 of this Code.
(20)
Sound means an auditory sensation evoked by the oscillation of air pressure.
(21)
Source means any person, installation, device, or animal causing or contributing to noise.
(CB-21-2011; CB-27-2014; CB-18-2018; CB-99-2021)
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Sec. 19-122. - Prohibition.
(a)
Maximum allowable noise levels.
(1)
Except as otherwise provided in Section 19-122.01, a person must not cause or permit noise levels that exceed
the following levels:
Maximum Allowable Noise Levels (dBA) for Receiving Land Use Categories
Day/Night

Industrial

Commercial

Residential

Day

75

67

65

Night

75

62

55

(2)
A person must not cause or permit the emission of a prominent discrete tone or impulsive noise that exceeds a
level, at the location on a receiving property where noise from the source is greatest, that is 5 dBA lower than
the level set in paragraph (1) for the applicable noise area and time. Impulsive noise may include, for example,
noise from weapons fire, pile drivers, or punch presses.
(3)
Sound that crosses between residential and non-residential areas must not exceed the level set in paragraph (1)
for residential noise areas.
(b)
Noise disturbance. A person must not cause or permit noise that creates a noise disturbance.
(c)
Examples. The following examples illustrate common noise-producing acts that violate this section if they
exceed the noise level standards set in subsection (a) or create a noise disturbance. The examples are illustrative
only and do not limit or expand the noise level or noise disturbance standards of this section:
(1)
Sounding a horn or other signaling device on any motor vehicle on private property except:
(A)
in an emergency; or
(B)
as a danger warning signal during daytime hours if the device complies with noise level limits.
(2)
Operating a sound-producing device on public streets for commercial advertising or to attract public attention.
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(3)
Selling anything by outcry.
(4)
Loading, unloading, opening, closing or otherwise handling containers, building materials, construction
equipment, or similar objects.
(5)
Operating a device that produces, reproduces, or amplifies sound.
(6)
Allowing an animal to create a noise disturbance.
(CB-21-2011; CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-122.01. - Noise level and noise disturbance standards for construction.
(a)
Maximum allowable noise levels for construction.
(1)
A person must not cause or permit noise levels from construction activity that exceed the following levels:
(A)
From 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.:
(i)
75 dBA if the Department has not approved a noise-suppression plan for the activity; or
(ii)
85 dBA if the Department has approved a noise-suppression plan for the activity.
(B)
The level specified in Section 19-122(a) at all other times.
(2)
Construction noise levels must be measured at the location, at least 50 feet from the source, on a receiving
property where noise from the source is greatest.
(3)
The Department must establish requirements for noise-suppression plans and adopt procedures for evaluating
and approving plans. The requirements must provide that, at least 10 days before approving a noise-suppression
plan, the Director must provide public notice reasonably calculated to reach at least a majority of households
that might be affected by the construction activity noise levels above 75 dBA.
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(b)
Construction noise disturbance. The prohibition on noise disturbance in Section 19-122(b) applies to
construction activities, notwithstanding subsection (a).
(CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-122.02. - Waivers.
(a)
Temporary waiver.
(1)
The Director may waive any part of this Division for a temporary event if the noise the event will create or cause
in excess of the limits established under this Division is offset by the benefits of the event to the public.
(2)
When the Director receives an application under this subsection, the Director must provide public notice of the
application reasonably calculated to reach at least a majority of households that might be affected by noise levels
anticipated for the event. The Director must not approve an application under this subsection less than 10 days
after the public notice.
(b)
General waiver.
(1)
The Director may waive any part of this Division if the Director determines that compliance in a particular case
is not practical and would impose undue hardship.
(2)
When the Director receives an application under this subsection, the Director must schedule a hearing on the
application within 60 days.
(3)
At least 30 days before the hearing, the applicant must advertise the hearing by:
(A)
placing a display advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the community where the source that is
the subject of the application is located; and
(B)
posting a sign at the location of the source.
(4)
Based on evidence presented at the hearing, the Director may grant a waiver for up to 3 years, under terms and
conditions appropriate to reduce the impact of the exception.
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(5)
The Director may renew a waiver granted under this subsection if the applicant shows that the circumstances
supporting the original waiver have not changed.
(c)
Violation of waiver. The Director may suspend, modify, or revoke a waiver granted under this section if a person
violates the terms or conditions of the waiver.
(d)
Regulations and fees. The Director must issue regulations implementing this section that:
(1)
set the procedures and fees to apply for a waiver under subsections (a) or (b);
(2)
require the applicant to use the best technology and strategy reasonably available to mitigate noise, as
determined by the Director;
(3)
allow temporary waivers under subsection (a) of no more than 30 days, renewable at the discretion of the
Director no more than twice; and
(4)
specify the requirements for the hearing advertisement and sign required under subsection (b)(3).
(CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-123. - Exceptions.
The following noise generating activities shall be exempt from enforcement under this Division:
(a)
any sound resulting from the emergency operation of a public service company or their contractors as defined in
Section 1-101(x), Public Utilities Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland or resulting from emergency
operations by fire and rescue services, and police agencies;
(b)
any sound resulting from the operations of an instrumentality of the Federal, State, or County government, the
Board of Education, a bi-county agency, or of a municipality;
(c)
a sound resulting from the operation of an aircraft.
(d)
an outdoor event on private property for which a valid use and occupancy permit has been issued for purposes of
sporting, recreational, entertainment establishment, or for any other event to which the public is invited; or
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(e)
an event or activity with a validly issued permit, license or other written authority which takes place on property
owned by the United States, the State, the County, and the Board of Education, a bi-county agency, or a
municipality.
(f)
farm equipment being used on more than five (5) acres or outside of one hundred (100) feet of the property line.
(g)
lawn care, snow removal equipment and other household tools or equipment when used and maintained in
accordance with the manufacturer's specifications between the hours of 7:00 am to 9:00 pm.
(h)
a source or condition expressly subject to any State or federal noise-control law or regulation.
(CB-21-2011; CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-124. - Enforcement and penalties.
(a)
Any person, who after instructed to cease the noise, shall allow or cause a continued violation of this Section
shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine not exceeding $500.00 for a first
offense, and $1,000.00 for each subsequent offense or imprisonment not exceeding thirty (30) days, or both such
fine and imprisonment. Each day a violation continues is a separate offense.
(b)
As an alternative to criminal action, the Director, Police Chief, enforcement officer or police officer may issue a
civil citation for any violation of this Section not exceeding $500.00 for a first offense, and $1,000.00 for each
subsequent offense.
(c)
Violations of this Section may be reviewed by the Administrative Court as established in Subtitle 13, Division
15.
(CB-21-2011; CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-125. - Civil citation to owner or landlord.
(a)
The Director, Chief of Police, police officer, enforcement officer, or a designee may issue a civil citation to the
owner or landlord of the building or premises from which noise in violation of Section 19-122 of this title
emanates, if more than three civil citations have been filed against an occupant, at one address, within a 60-day
period.
(b)
The Director, Chief of Police, police officer, enforcement officer, or a designee may issue additional civil
citations for each subsequent violation within 6 months after the initial citation of the owner or landlord.
1812/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(c)
Before issuing a citation, the Director, Chief of Police, enforcement officer, police officer or a designee shall
send by certified mail or deliver written notice to the owner or landlord that two citations have been filed under
Section 19-122 of this title within a 60-day period.
(CB-21-2011; CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-126. - Measurement of Sound.
(a)
The Department must issue regulations establishing the equipment and techniques it will use to measure sound
levels. The Department may rely on currently accepted standards of recognized organizations, including the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI), American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), and the
United States Environmental Protection Agency.
(b)
If the Department adopts regulations based on currently accepted standards of recognized organizations
referenced in subsection(s), a prima facia violation may be established by the Department utilizing a
commercially available noise meter that complies with the standards in subsection (a).
(c)
For multiple sources of sound, the Department may measure sound levels at any point to determine the source of
a noise.
(CB-18-2018)
Sec. 19-127. - through Sec. 19-129 Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - SMOKING IN EATING AND DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS.
Sec. 19-130. - Definitions.
(a)
Eating and drinking establishment shall mean any business for which a use and occupancy permit is required or
has been obtained for a food or drinking establishment pursuant to Subtitles 4 and 27.
(b)
Person shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company or organization of any kind.
(c)
Smoking or to smoke shall mean the act of smoking or carrying a lighted or smoldering cigar, cigarette,
cigarillo, or pipe or lighting a cigar, cigarette, cigarillo, or pipe of any kind.
(d)
Electronic cigarette shall mean any electronic device that can be used to deliver nicotine or other substance to
the person inhaling from the device, including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, or pipe,
or any cartridge or other component of the device or related product.
(CB-68-2005; CB-34-2015)
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Sec. 19-131. - Smoking prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke or use an electronic cigarette in any eating and drinking
establishment open to the public except as provided in (b) below.
(b)
Smoking is not prohibited by this Section in the bar and dining area of an eating and drinking establishment that:
(1)
(A)
Is a club as defined in the State alcoholic beverages law and has a valid use and occupancy permit issued by the
Department of Permitting Inspection and Enforcement;
(B)
Has an alcoholic beverages license issued to private clubs under the State alcoholic beverages law; and
(C)
Allows consumption of alcoholic beverages on its premises; or
(2)
Is licensed pursuant to Section 6-201(r)(13) of the State alcoholic beverages law.
(c)
Use of an electronic cigarette is not prohibited by this section in a facility that has been awarded a video lottery
operation license by the Maryland Video Lottery Location Commission under State Government Article, Title 9,
Subtitle 1A.
(d)
Smoking is not prohibited by this Section in a retail tobacco business as defined by Subtitle 27 of the County
Code, where a food and beverage area are incidental, provided that it complies with the standard for ventilation
of such a facility as defined under Subtitle 4 of the County Code.
(CB-68-2005; CB-34-2015; CB-20-2017; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 19-132. - Posting signs.
(a)
Signs either allowing or prohibiting smoking shall be displayed conspicuously by the owner or person having
control of the eating or drinking establishment at each entrance to the premises. If prohibited by this section, the
appropriate signs shall contain symbols or language that smoking is prohibited and that violators are subject to a
Two Hundred Dollar ($200.00) fine.
(CB-68-2005; CB-20-2017)
Sec. 19-133. - Enforcement and penalties.
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(a)
The owner or person in control of an eating or drinking establishment where smoking is prohibited by this
Division must refuse to serve or seat any person who smokes where smoking is prohibited and must ask the
person to leave the establishment if the person continues to smoke after an initial warning.
(b)
Any person found guilty of refusing to comply with a request to cease smoking shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
which shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00).
(c)
An owner or person in charge of an eating or drinking establishment found guilty of the following specific
violations shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) and costs:
(1)
Failure to post appropriate signs as provided in this Division.
(2)
Failure to comply with Subsection (a) of this Section.
(CB-68-2005)
Sec. 19-134. - Regulations.
(a)
The County Executive shall adopt and promulgate reasonable and necessary rules and regulations for the
implementation, administration and enforcement of this Division.
(CB-68-2005)
DIVISION 4. - SMOKING IN PUBLIC HOUSING AND SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING.
Sec. 19-135. - Definitions.
(a)
Public Housing shall mean any housing in Prince George's County that is:
(1)
under the jurisdiction of the Housing Authority of Prince George's County as a public housing authority as
designated by HUD.
(b)
Senior Citizen Housing shall mean any congregate housing that:
(1)
provides housing under a landlord-tenant arrangement; and
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(2)
is specifically designed to meet the physical or social needs of elderly individuals;
and;
(3)
is under the jurisdiction of the Housing Authority of Prince George's County as a public housing authority as
designated by HUD.
(c)
Smoking or to smoke shall mean the act of smoking or carrying a lighted or smoldering cigar, cigarette,
cigarillo, or pipe or lighting a cigar, cigarette, cigarillo, or pipe of any kind.
(d)
Electronic cigarette shall mean any electronic device that can be used to deliver nicotine or other substance to
the person inhaling from the device, including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, or pipe,
or any cartridge or other component of the device or related product.
(CB-24-2012; CB-34-2015)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-24-2012 (DR-2) provides that within 120 days of its effective date (September
17, 2012), the Housing Authority of Prince George's County shall establish the administrative procedures for the
enforcement of the provisions authorized by this Act.
Sec. 19-136. - Smoking prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke or use an electronic cigarette on the inside of any public housing or
senior citizen housing.
(b)
Smoking is not prohibited by this Section in a private home or apartment whose inhabitants:
(1)
Participate in the Prince George's County Department of Housing and Community Development HOME
Investment Partnerships Program ("HOME Program"); or
(2)
Participate in the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program.
(CB-24-2012; CB-34-2015)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-24-2012 (DR-2) provides that within 120 days of its effective date (September
17, 2012), the Housing Authority of Prince George's County shall establish the administrative procedures for the
enforcement of the provisions authorized by this Act.
Sec. 19-137. - Posting signs.
(a)
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Signs prohibiting smoking shall be displayed conspicuously by the owner or the person having control of the
public housing or senior citizen housing at each entrance to the premises. The signs shall contain symbols or
language that smoking is prohibited.
(CB-24-2012)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-24-2012 (DR-2) provides that within 120 days of its effective date (September
17, 2012), the Housing Authority of Prince George's County shall establish the administrative procedures for the
enforcement of the provisions authorized by this Act.
Sec. 19-138. - Enforcement and penalties.
(a)
The owner or person in control of any public housing or senior citizen housing where smoking is prohibited by
this Division must ask the individual who is smoking to cease.
(CB-24-2012)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-24-2012 (DR-2) provides that within 120 days of its effective date (September
17, 2012), the Housing Authority of Prince George's County shall establish the administrative procedures for the
enforcement of the provisions authorized by this Act.
DIVISION 5. - EXPANDED POLYSTYRENE BAN.
Sec. 19-139. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following terms shall mean:
(1)
Expanded polystyrene means blown polystyrene and expanded and extruded foams that are thermoplastic
petrochemical materials utilizing a styrene monomer and processed by a number of techniques, including fusion
of polymer spheres (expandable bead polystyrene), injection molding, foam molding, and extrusion-blow
molding (extruded foam polystyrene).
(2)
Expanded polystyrene food service products means food containers, plates, hot and cold beverage cups, meat
and vegetable trays, egg cartons and other products made of expanded polystyrene and used for selling,
providing, or serving foods that are intended by the manufacturer to be used once for eating or drinking or
generally recognized by the public as items to be discarded after one use.
(3)
Food Service business means a full-service restaurant, limited-service restaurant, fast food restaurant, café,
delicatessen, coffee shop, supermarket, grocery store, vending truck or cart, food truck, business or institutional
cafeteria, including those operated by or on behalf of County departments and agencies, and other business
selling or providing food within the County for consumption on or off the premises.
(4)
Polystyrene loose fill packaging means a void-filling packaging product made of expanded polystyrene that is
used as packaging fill. Polystyrene loose fill packaging is commonly referred to as packing peanuts.
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(CB-5-2015)
Sec. 19-140. - Prohibition on sale or provision of expanded polystyrene food service products and polystyrene
loose fill packaging.
(a)
A food service business shall not sell or provide food in expanded polystyrene food service products, regardless
of where the food will be consumed.
(b)
Subsection (a) shall not apply to prepackaged soup or other food that a food service business sells or otherwise
provides to its customers in expanded polystyrene containers that have been filled and sealed prior to receipt by
the food service business.
(c)
Subsection (a) shall not apply to food or beverages that were filled and sealed in expanded polystyrene
containers outside of the County before a food service business received them, or
(d)
To materials used to package raw, uncooked or butchered meat, fish, poultry, or seafood for off-premises
consumption.
(e)
A person shall not sell or offer for sale in the County polystyrene loose fill packaging.
(CB-5-2015)
Sec. 19-141. - Education and Outreach.
(a)
The Department of the Environment shall conduct an education and outreach campaign before and during
implementation of the provisions of this Division. This campaign should include:
(1)
Informational mailers to and direct contact with affected businesses; and
(2)
Distribution of information through County internet and web-based resources; and
(3)
News releases and news events.
(CB-5-2015)
Sec. 19-142. - Prohibition on Sale.
(a)
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A person shall not sell or offer for sale in the County an expanded polystyrene food service product.
(b)
A person shall not sell or offer for sale in the County polystyrene loose fill packaging.
(CB-5-2015)
Sec. 19-143. - Exemptions and Temporary Waiver.
(a)
The Director may, consistent with this subtitle, waive any specific requirements of for a period of up to one year
if a food service business demonstrates that strict application of the requirements would create an undue
hardship or practical difficulty not generally applicable to other food service businesses in similar circumstances.
(CB-5-2015)
Sec. 19-144. - Enforcement.
(a)
No person or entity shall willfully violate any provision of this Division. The violation of any such prohibited or
unlawful act or offense, or a misdemeanor, shall be punished with a warning for a first time violation, $250 fine
for a second time violation, and by a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for a third time violation within a
twelve month period. Each day a violation exists is a separate offense.
(b)
The Department of the Environment shall oversee the enforcement of this Division and may partner with
inspectors of other departments to address violations, as determined in this Division.
(c)
The County Attorney or any affected party may file an action in court with jurisdiction to enjoin repeated
violations of this Section.
(CB-5-2015)
DIVISION 6. - COAL TAR PAVEMENT PRODUCTS BAN.
Sec. 19-145. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following terms shall mean:
(1)
Coal tar pavement product means a material that contains coal tar and is intended to cover an asphalt or concrete
surface, including, but not limited to a driveway or parking area.
(2)
Director means the Director of the Department of the Environment or the Director's designee.
(CB-6-2015)
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Sec. 19-146. - Prohibition on use of coal tar pavement products.
(a)
A person shall not use a coal tar pavement product in the County.
(b)
Both the property owner and the applicator has violated this Section if a coal tar pavement product is applied to
an asphalt or concrete surface on the property.
(CB-6-2015)
Sec. 19-147. - Prohibition on sale of coal tar pavement products.
(a)
A person shall not sell or offer for sale a coal tar pavement product in the County.
(CB-6-2015)
Sec. 19-148. - Alternatives and Outreach.
(a)
By July 1, 2015, the Director shall publish a list of alternative products for use on asphalt and concrete that does
not contain a coal tar pavement product.
(b)
The Department of the Environment must conduct an education and outreach campaign before and during
implementation of the provisions of this Division. This campaign shall include:
(1)
informational mailers to and direct contact with affected property owners and contractors; and
(2)
distribution of information through County internet and web based resources; and
(3)
news releases and news events.
(CB-6-2015)
Sec. 19-149. - Enforcement and Penalties.
(a)
The Director or the Director's designee shall enforce this Division.
(b)
No person or entity shall willfully violate any provision of this Division. The violation of any such prohibited or
unlawful act or offense, or a misdemeanor, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars
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($1,000).
(c)
For each violation, each day of the violation shall constitute an offense and the penalties prescribed shall apply
separately to each offense.
(d)
Violators shall remediate the surface of the coal tar pavement product to which coal tar was applied.
(e)
The County Attorney or any affected party may file an action in court with jurisdiction to enjoin repeated
violations of this Section.
(CB-6-2015)
DIVISION 7. - NON-COMPOSTABLE STRAWS AND STIRRERS.
Sec. 19-150. - Legislative Intent.
(a)
The County Council adopted the Prince George's County FY 2017-2026 Comprehensive Ten Year Solid Waste
Management Plan on May 2, 2017.
(b)
The County Solid Waste goals set forth in the Plan are to: concentrate future growth, prioritize and focus
resources, build on strengths and assets, create choice communities, connect neighborhoods and significant
places and protect and value our natural resources. Recycling and re-use of materials are a significant part of the
Plan.
(c)
There is a growing trend among local jurisdictions to ban or significantly reduce the use of non-compostable
straws and stirrers as a measure towards more sound environmentally sustainable activities. Plastic straws are a
component of roadside and marine litter. Plastic straws have a detrimental negative impact on the waterways and
Oceans. Many of those end up in our streams and Oceans, polluting the water and killing marine life.
(d)
Various County watershed protection and environmental organizations have advocated for reducing or
eliminating the use of non-compostable straws and stirrers to help address serious stream degradation in the
County, including the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for trash in the Anacostia River.
(e)
The County Council of Prince George's County concludes that it is in the public interest to join in this effort by
prohibiting the use of non-compostable straws and stirrers in Food Service or Retail businesses located in Prince
George's County, under certain circumstances.
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-151. - Definitions.
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(a)
In this Division, the following terms have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Compostable means a non-plastic product or material that will break down into usable compost, or a plastic
product that is home compostable as defined in Section 9-2102 (b)(2), of the Environment Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time.
(2)
Department means the Prince George's County Department of the Environment.
(3)
Director means the Prince George's County Director of the Department of the Environment or their designee.
(4)
Food Service business means a full-service restaurant, limited-service restaurant, fast food restaurant, café,
delicatessen, coffee shop, supermarket, grocery store, vending truck or cart, food truck, business or institutional
cafeteria, including those operated by or on behalf of County departments and agencies, and other business
selling or providing food within the County for consumption on or off the premises.
(5)
Retail Business means, for the purposes of this Division, the sale of commodities or goods, usually in small
quantities, directly to ultimate consumers.
(6)
Stirrer means an implement designed for one-time use to mix or blend a liquid or other substance, including a
beverage stick, swizzle stick, or cocktail stirrer.
(7)
Straw means a drinking tube designed for one-time use to consume a beverage or other liquid.
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-152. - Prohibited Acts.
(a)
Beginning on July 1, 2020, no Food Service business shall sell, distribute or otherwise provide a straw or stirrer
with food or beverage unless the straw or stirrer is compostable.
(b)
Beginning on July 1, 2020, no Retail Business shall sell, distribute or otherwise provide a straw or stirrer directly
to ultimate consumers unless the Retail Business also has available for sale a straw or stirrer that meets the home
compostable standard.
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-153. - Exemptions.
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(a)
The prohibited acts, as set forth in Section 19-152 of the County Code, shall not apply to pre-packaged
beverages that have a plastic straw affixed during the pre-packaging process and received by the Food Service or
Retail business with the plastic straw attached.
(b)
The prohibited acts, as set forth in Section 19-152 of the County Code, shall not apply to reusable straws made
from metal, glass, bamboo, silicon, or rigid plastic.
(c)
The prohibited acts, as set forth in Section 19-152 of the County Code, shall not apply where it would interfere
with accommodation of any individual's physical or medical needs. Each Food Service business shall keep a
limited stock of plastic straws available to accommodate any individual's physical or medical needs and remain
compliant with local, State, and Federal disability rights laws.
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-154. - Education and Outreach.
(a)
The Department shall conduct an education and outreach campaign before and during implementation of the
provisions of this Division. This campaign should include:
(1)
Informational mailers to and direct contact with affected businesses;
(2)
Distribution of information through County internet and web-based resources; and
(3)
News releases and news events.
(b)
The Department shall collaborate with organizations in the disability community to inform community members
of their right to request a single-use plastic straw in accordance with Section 19-153(c).
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-155. - Enforcement.
(a)
The Director shall be charged with the enforcement of this Division. The Director shall not issue fines prior to
January 1, 2021.
(CB-52-2019)
Sec. 19-156. - Civil Fines and Civil Penalties.
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(a)
The Director may enforce the provisions of this Division through injunctive proceedings, an action for specific
performance, or any other appropriate proceeding. The Department may partner with inspectors of other
departments to address violations, as determined in this Division. No person or entity shall willfully violate any
provision of this Division. Any person who owns, operates, or manages a Food Service or Retail business and
who knowingly and willfully violates the provisions of this Division is subject to a civil fine. There is
established a graduated civil fine structure for violations of this Division. The violation of any such prohibited or
unlawful act or offense shall be punished with a warning for a first-time violation, $250 fine for a second time
violation, and by a fine of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for a third time violation within a twelve-month
period. Each day a violation exists is a separate offense.
(b)
A Court of competent jurisdiction may impose these civil fines and the suspension of a violator's use and
occupancy permit, as ancillary relief in the injunctive proceedings or as damages in separate civil proceedings.
(c)
Funds generated to Prince George's County from the imposition of civil fines and/or civil penalties pursuant to
this Section, shall be appropriated to the Prince George's County Department of the Environment, Resource
Recovery Division, County Recycling Program.
(CB-52-2019)
SUBTITLE 20. - TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 20-101. - Applicability.
The provisions of this Subtitle shall govern the operation for hire in Prince George's County of any taxicab or
limousine, excepting motor vehicles owned and operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority and those licensed by the Public Service Commission of the State of Maryland to operate on fixed
routes and schedules and except any vehicle operated by any funeral director duly licensed by the State Board of
Funeral Directors and Embalmers of Maryland, and further excepting any funeral livery service licensed as such
by the Department of Motor Vehicles of Maryland while said vehicle is being operated for the purpose of funeral
services or transportation incidental thereto.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-102. - Definitions.
(a)
Unless otherwise expressly stated, or the context clearly indicates a different intention, the following terms shall,
for the purpose of this Subtitle, have the meanings indicated in this Section:
(1)
Accessible Taxi. Is a taxicab which complies with CFR Title 49-Transportation Subtitle A—Part 37
Transportation Services for Individuals with Disabilities (ADA) and all other applicable federal, state, and
county standards.
(2)
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Active Driver. A licensed driver who has been regularly driving a taxicab in Prince George's County for
minimum of eight (8) months in any calendar year, as demonstrated under 20-119 of the Code.
(3)
Association. Any group of two or more holders of Certificates of Taxicab Registration operating taxicabs not
under common ownership but under unified control and a common trade name and having a common uniform
color scheme.
(4)
Board. The Prince George's County Taxicab Board.
(5)
Certificate. The Prince George's County Certificate of Registration granted to a person, including a company,
operating a taxicab or limousine as provided in this Subtitle.
(6)
Certificate Holder. Any individual or multiple owner, that has been granted a Prince George's County Certificate
of Registration, as provided in this Subtitle.
(7)
Company. Any corporation, partnership, limited liability company or other legal business entity which holds a
Certificate or Certificates and operates a taxicab pursuant to this Subtitle.
(8)
Destination Attraction. A location designated by the County as an attraction for economic development, tourism,
or cultural enhancement.
(9)
Director. The Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation of Prince George's County,
Maryland, or designee.
(10)
Dispute. Means a disagreement between a person who holds a license issued under this Subtitle and company or
association under whose certificate the person drives over whether an action taken by the company or
association to terminate, suspend or impair the person's ability to drive under the company or association or to
terminate, suspend or impair the person's right to enjoy the resources and benefits provided by the company or
association on the same basis as other similarly situated company or association drivers, was reasonable and
based upon good cause.
(11)
Driver. A person licensed to drive or operate a taxicab or limousine for hire who can also be, but is not required
to be, the Certificate Holder.
(12)
Individual Owner. Any individual or company which holds one Certificate of Registration.
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(13)
Law Enforcement. Includes all law enforcement agencies authorized to enforce laws within the geographical
boundaries of Prince George's County, Maryland, and those special police who have been appointed pursuant to
the provisions of Title 4, Subtitle 9, Article 41, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(14)
Lease. A lease agreement or other arrangement allowing the use of a Certificate by a driver or company other
than the one that has been issued in the name of a certificate holder by the Director.
(15)
License. The taxicab or limousine driver's license (commonly referred to as I.D. or a Face Card) issued by the
Prince George's County Department of Public Works and Transportation.
(16)
Licensee. See Driver. A person licensed to drive or operate a taxicab or limousine for hire but who does not
provide taxicab or limousine service with the county for at least eight (8) months in any calendar year but
otherwise maintains a license.
(17)
Limousine. Any motor vehicle for hire by the hour, day, or week, designed to carry ten (10) persons or more,
including the driver, used for the purpose of accepting for transportation members of the public for hire between
such points, along the public streets, as the passengers and the owner or operator thereof shall agree upon in
writing, in advance.
(18)
Medallion. A decal containing the number assigned by the Director used for tracking of legally authorized
taxicabs and limousines operating under a certificate.
(19)
Meter. A mechanical or digital measuring instrument or device by which the charge for hire of a taxicab is
mechanically or electronically calculated either for distance traveled or for waiting time, or both, and upon
which such charge shall be indicated by means of figures.
(20)
Multiple Owner. Any individual or company which holds two or more Certificates of Registration.
(21)
Operator. See Driver.
(22)
Passenger Bill of Rights. A document approved by the Director detailing the obligations and standards that must
be met in providing service to all taxicab passengers.
(23)
Personal Service. Any service required by a passenger which necessitates the taxicab driver leaving the taxicab.
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(24)
Plug-In Electric Drive Vehicle. A vehicle as defined by the Section 11-101 of the Transportation Article of
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(25)
Qualified Hybrid Vehicle. A vehicle as defined by Section 23-202 of the Transportation Article of Annotated
Code of Maryland.
(26)
Radio Dispatch Service. A communication system operated by a central dispatcher with a telephone answering
system and/or computer that is used to receive requests for service from the general public and to communicate
those requests to duly authorized taxicab drivers, such dispatch service being made available on a reliable and
consistent basis to both the general public and drivers during hours of operation.
(27)
Sublease. A lease agreement or other arrangement in which the certificate holder's lease is assigned to a third
party.
(28)
Taxicab. Any passenger motor vehicle for hire (other than a vehicle operated, with approval of the Public
Service Commission of Maryland or the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Commission, between fixed
termini or regular schedules) designed to carry nine (9) persons or less, including the driver, used for the purpose
of accepting or soliciting for transportation members of the public for hire between such points, along the public
streets, as the passenger may direct.
(29)
Taximeter. See Meter.
(30)
Trunk. A piece of luggage having a minimum content of three cubic feet or 9" × 16" × 36".
(31)
Waiting Time. Time consumed while the taxicab is waiting and available to the passenger beginning at the time
of arrival at the place to which the driver has been called or time consumed for delays or stay-overs en route to
the destination at the request or direction of the passenger. Waiting time shall not include time lost on account of
inefficiency of the taxicab.
(CB-54-1974; CB-127-1975; CB-49-1984; CB-24-1987; CB-97-1991; CB-29-1995; CB-49-2000; CB-22-2001;
CB-36-2010; CB-30-2014; CB-9-2016)
DIVISION 1A. - TAXICAB BOARD.
Sec. 20-102.01. - Board composition.
(a)
Established and Membership.
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(1)
A Taxicab Board is hereby created. The Board shall consist of five (5) members, all of whom shall be appointed
by the County Executive subject to Council confirmation pursuant to Charter. Two (2) members shall be
employed in the taxicab industry, of which one such member shall be a fulltime active taxicab driver who does
not own nor control more than one Certificate of Registration, and three (3) members shall be public members,
at least one of which having a disability, broadly representative of the citizens of Prince George's County, with
no pecuniary interest in any business related to this trade. On the expiration of the term of any members, the
Executive shall appoint or reappoint members for terms of two years. Each member shall hold office until the
expiration of his term or until a successor has been duly appointed and confirmed. Any member with three or
more unexcused absences in any term or who is unable to fulfill the obligations of membership may be replaced
upon recommendation of the Director and the Board.
(2)
The Director or his designee shall serve as a nonvoting ex-officio member of the Board.
(b)
Officers, Procedures, and Administration.
(1)
The Chairman of the Board shall be one of the public members and shall be designated as such at the time of
appointment. The Board shall elect from its members a vice-chairman and secretary. In exercising its powers and
duties under this Subtitle, three (3) members shall constitute a quorum. The Board shall keep minutes of its
proceedings and meetings. All decisions of the Board shall be in written form with findings. For assistance in
reaching decisions, the Board may request technical assistance, advice, data or factual evidence from the
Department of the Environment. The Board shall submit to the Executive an annual report of its proceedings.
This report shall be a public record.
(2)
The Director shall make available to the Board such services and facilities as are necessary for the proper
performance of its duties. The Board shall be subject to the County budget process and be included in the budget
of the Department of the Environment. The Board shall promulgate Rules of Procedure for the conduct of
hearings and other duties and responsibilities, as specified in Section 20-102.02, which Rules of Procedure shall
be subject to the approval of the County Executive.
(CB-24-1987; CB-29-1995; CB-49-2000; CB-22-2001; CB-36-2010; CB-30-2014; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-102.02. - Board duties and responsibilities.
(a)
The Board shall review programs, policies, standards, regulations and procedures governing the technical aspect
of licensing and registration and make any recommendations to the Director, County Executive and County
Council.
(b)
The board shall develop examinations to be administered by the Department in order to determine eligibility of
applicants for licensing. A minimum of 20% of examination questions shall pertain to the transport of persons
with disabilities. The Board will consult with the Prince George's County Commission on Individuals with
Disabilities.
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(c)
The Board shall hear appeals of disputes, violation notices issued under this Subtitle and decisions and actions of
the Director to deny, revoke, or suspend any license or certificate required by this Subtitle. Appeals shall be
heard as provided under Section 20-106.
(d)
The Board shall have reflected in its meeting minutes any proposed transfer of any certificates between
individual certificate holders and a partnership, company, corporation, or other organization pursuant to Section
20-155.
(CB-24-1987; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
DIVISION 2. - AUTHORITY.
Sec. 20-103. - Administration of Subtitle.
(a)
The Director is hereby designated as the official of the County empowered and authorized to carry out the
provisions of this Subtitle. Where necessary to ensure the full force and effect of the provisions of this Subtitle,
law enforcement shall have the authority to enforce this Subtitle.
(b)
The Director is hereby empowered to make administrative interpretations of the meaning of this Subtitle
provided that such interpretations are consistent with the standards and purposes of this Subtitle and provided
further that such interpretations are not in conflict with the laws of the State of Maryland and regulations
adopted by the Motor Vehicle Administrator of the State of Maryland. All such administrative interpretations
shall be promulgated, in writing, by the Director and shall be distributed by the Director to all drivers and
certificate holders prior to the effective date of the administrative interpretation.
(c)
The Director shall recommend to the Taxicab Board for review safety standards that are consistent with the
national standards for passenger and driver safety.
(d)
In conjunction with the Health Officer, the Director shall establish a procedure for the resolution of complaints
concerning poor quality service or lack of service received by persons receiving no charge or reduced charge tax
service under County contract.
(e)
The Director shall establish a procedure for recording and resolving complaints received. Records of all
complaints so filed shall be made available to the public pursuant to the Maryland Public Information Act.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-104. - Inspection of vehicle; right of entry; display of credentials.
(a)
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Representatives of the Chief of Police and the Director are hereby authorized to make inspections under the
provisions of this Subtitle. They shall have the right at any time, after identifying themselves to the driver or
owner, to enter into, or upon any taxicab or limousine for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not any
provision of this Subtitle has been violated. Refusal of the driver or owner of any such vehicle to stop the vehicle
when ordered to do so by such representative, or to permit any such representative to enter into the vehicle for
such purposes, or refusal to display the certificate, license, or any other document required under this Subtitle to
be carried in the vehicle, upon his demand, shall constitute a violation of this Subtitle and shall be sufficient
grounds for revocation, or suspension of the license or certificate.
(b)
If, upon inspection, it is determined that the copy of the duly authorized certificate carried in the vehicle does not
correspond to the vehicle, the certificate holder may be deemed to have violated Section 20-148(a) of this
Subtitle and shall have his/her certificate revoked by the Director.
(c)
Where a company fails to maintain the appropriate certificate in a vehicle operating as a taxicab or limousine
and a driver is issued a citation by law enforcement officials as a result of such failure, the driver shall provide a
copy of the citation to the Director within fifteen (15) business days of receiving the violation. The Director shall
keep a permanent record of all such citations received pursuant to this subsection.
(CB-54-1974; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-105. - Revocation or suspension of license or certificate.
(a)
The Director may revoke a certificate or suspend a license in case of any:
(1)
Failure to operate the taxicabs or limousines in such a manner as to serve the public adequately;
(2)
Failure to maintain the taxicabs or limousines in good order and repair;
(3)
Failure to maintain insurance as required by this Subtitle;
(4)
Failure to report any accident as required by this Subtitle;
(5)
Failure to pay any fees or fines lawfully assessed under this Subtitle;
(6)
Repeated and persistent violations by the licensee or certificate holder of the Prince George's County Code,
including failure to maintain a copy of a duly authorized certificate in the vehicle to which it has been assigned,
repeated and persistent violations of the motor vehicle laws of Maryland or surrounding jurisdictions, or a traffic
record which indicates an unsafe driving pattern;
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(7)
Suspension or revocation of a licensee's driver's license issued by a State, the District of Columbia, or a United
States territory;
(8)
Failure of the licensee to maintain the trip manifest in good order as required by Section 20-119;
(9)
Conviction of the licensee or certificate holder of any criminal offense or a conviction or a plea of nolo
contendere for any traffic offense involving the use of alcohol or a controlled dangerous substance;
(10)
Procuring or attempting to procure a license or certificate by fraud, misrepresentation, false or misleading
statements, or omission of material facts on an application for a license or certificate;
(11)
Repeated, persistent, and/or unresolved customer complaints of poor quality service:
(A)
Complaints will be investigated by the Director;
(B)
The Director shall require a corrective action plan be developed within thirty (30) days of investigation;
(C)
The Director shall suspend the license or certificate if not resolved within sixty (60) days; and
(D)
The Director shall revoke the license or certificate for continued noncompliance;
(12)
If the applicant has repeated complaints for late response and failure to report to the consumer a reasonable
excuse for the lateness; or
(13)
Any other violation of this Subtitle by the licensee or certificate holder.
(b)
Where the holder of a certificate is a corporation, the certificate may be suspended or revoked by the Director if
the person convicted of any criminal offense remains for more than a period of one (1) month from the time of
such conviction as an officer in the corporation or is a stockholder with more than twenty-five percent (25%) of
the stock in the corporation.
(c)
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The decision of the Director on a denial, suspension, or revocation is final if it is not appealed pursuant to
Section 20-106 of this Code.
(d)
The violation notice or the denial, suspension or revocation of a license or certificate under this subsection shall
be served on the party by personal delivery or by registered or certified mail to the last known address.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-132-1984; CB-16-1986; CB-24-1987; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-106. - Appeals.
(a)
Any party aggrieved by a decision or action of the Director with respect to the issuance of a violation notice or
the denial, suspension or revocation of a license or certificate pursuant to this Subtitle or a dispute, shall have the
right to appeal any such decision or action to the Board within ten (10) calendar days after the date of the
issuance of the violation notice or such other decision or action by the Director or the company or association.
(b)
Notice of an appeal shall be filed in writing with the Director or his designee, who shall promptly forward it to
the Board. Upon filing of an appeal, the provisions of subsections (f) shall be in effect.
(c)
The Board shall hear all appeals within sixty (60) days of the filing of the appeal. At least fifteen (15) calendar
days prior to the date set for the hearing, the Board shall notify all parties to the proceeding in writing of the
date, time, and place set for the hearing, the subject of the appeal, and the right to present testimony and to be
represented by counsel. The notice shall be served on the parties by personal delivery or by registered or
certified mail.
(d)
Hearings shall be public. The Board may hear any evidence which is relevant and probative; strict rules of
evidence shall not apply. All witnesses shall give testimony under oath or affirmation.
(e)
The Board shall issue written findings of fact and conclusions and an order affirming, modifying, or setting aside
the notice or licensing action within thirty (30) days after the hearing.
(f)
Except in an emergency, as certified by the Director in writing, an appeal will stay any further action, but only
for a period of ninety (90) days or until the Board issues its written decision, whichever is less. In the case of an
emergency, the Board shall make every effort to provide an expedited hearing and decision if so requested by
either party.
(g)
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Board may file an appeal in the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County. All appeals shall be on the record and shall be governed by the Maryland Rules governing appeals from
administrative agencies.
(CB-54-1974; CB-24-1987; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
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DIVISION 3. - DRIVER'S LICENSE (IDENTIFICATION CARD).
Sec. 20-107. - Application.
(a)
In order to obtain a license (I.D. Card) as a taxicab or limousine driver, the applicant shall be of good moral
character, of sound mind, and good physical health. In addition, the applicant shall meet the following
conditions:
(1)
The applicant must have had at least one year of documented driving experience;
(2)
The applicant must be at least 18 years of age;
(3)
The applicant must be able to read, write, and speak the English language, and be knowledgeable of basic
geographic locations in the County;
(4)
The applicant must be a citizen of the United States, a legal permanent resident, or otherwise possess a work
permit issued by the appropriate government entity and provide documentation, as required by law, to support
the same;
(5)
The applicant must satisfactorily complete a written examination to be administered by the Director and which
shall demonstrate understanding of the provisions of this Subtitle and applicable State regulations, sufficient
familiarity with the network of principal roadways in Prince George's County and environs to enable a driver to
carry passengers to their destinations by the shortest routes practicable and, the safe transport of passengers with
a disability.
(6)
The applicant must provide proof of having undergone a physical examination within six (6) months
immediately prior to initial application for a license and must submit to a physical examination at least once
every two years, or more if required by the Director for cause. The applicant shall submit to the Director a
certificate reporting the results of such examination and signed by a licensed medical doctor. A model certificate
form shall be provided by the Director.
(7)
The applicant must provide a certificate demonstrating he/she has received at least six (6) hours of training on
how to operate a taxicab, including training on how to use dispatching service, should such service be provided,
the safe transport of passengers with a disability, and how to maintain a proper manifest. The Director, by
regulation, may establish such criteria and standards of training that may be provided to prospective taxicab
drivers by duly licensed Prince George's County taxicab driver or the taxicab company for whom the licensee
will drive.
(b)
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Any person found to have assisted the applicant in meeting the requirements of this section through fraudulent
means, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-3-2011; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-108. - Grounds for denial.
(a)
The Director may refuse to issue or renew a taxicab or limousine driver's license to any applicant who is not of
good moral character, sound mind and good physical health, or otherwise not a fit person to be licensed, in
consideration of the public health, safety, and welfare. In determining what factors may be hazardous to the
public health, safety, and welfare, the Director shall consider any one or more of the following:
(1)
Repeated and persistent violations of the motor vehicle laws involving moving violations or a traffic record
which indicates an unsafe driving pattern;
(2)
Suspension or revocation of a driver's license issued by a state, the District of Columbia, or a United States
territory;
(3)
Conviction, or plea of guilty, or plea of nolo contendere to the violation of any law, any sex offense, any alcohol
offense, or the illegal use, sale, or possession of a controlled dangerous substance, any gambling offense, any use
of a firearm or offense involving physical violence, or any solicitation for prostitution;
(4)
If the applicant is on parole or probation for a criminal or traffic offense;
(5)
If the applicant has, within three years immediately preceding the date of application, been released from any
penal or correctional institution;
(6)
Whether or not the applicant is covered by diplomatic immunity;
(7)
Whether or not the applicant has had a driver's permit, public vehicle transportation license or certificate revoked
in this or any other jurisdiction;
(8)
If the applicant has made a false statement to any material question upon any form required by the Director or
attempts to procure or possess a license by fraud, misrepresentation, misleading statements, evasion, or
suppression of material facts;
(9)
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If the applicant is an amputee or is subject to any other infirmity of the body or mind which, in the determination
of the Health Department or a qualified medical doctor licensed in the State of Maryland, might render the
applicant unfit for the safe operation of a vehicle;
(10)
If the applicant has any outstanding fines or citations issued under a previous taxicab license or certificate which
are not already under appeal and which remain unpaid.
(b)
The above factors are not to be considered the exclusive test of qualifications. The Director is empowered to
consider other relevant facts which may bear on the fitness of the applicant.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-109. - Expiration.
A license shall be valid for two (2) years from date of issuance and shall be renewed by the Director so long as
the provisions of this Subtitle and the administrative interpretations promulgated pursuant hereto have been
complied with.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-110. - Fee.
The filing fee for a new license (I.D.) shall be Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) and shall be nonrefundable. The
bi-annual renewal fee shall be Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00). The fee for a duplicate license shall be Twentyfive Dollars ($25.00).
(CB-54-1974; CB-92-1985; CB-49-2000; CB -36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-111. - Changes in Status.
Within three (3) business days, the licensee shall notify the Director in writing of any subsequent change in his
status as shown on the application form.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-36-2010)
DIVISION 4. - VEHICLE OPERATION REQUIREMENTS; VIOLATIONS AND FINES.
Sec. 20-112. - Violation of law and monetary fines.
(a)
The owner of each taxicab or limousine shall maintain the vehicle in accordance with the laws of this State, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the provisions of this Subtitle and other regulations or ordinances of the
County, with due regard to the safety, comfort and convenience of passengers and the general public. The driver
of each taxicab or limousine shall operate it in accordance with the same laws and principles.
(b)
The Director may issue a notice of violation, including the amount of the applicable fine, to any taxicab or
limousine owner who permits operation of his/her vehicle where the vehicle fails to meet the requirements of the
laws of this State, the provisions of this Subtitle, and other regulations or ordinances of the County. The fine for
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the first such violation shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), for second violation shall be Two Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($250) and for a third or any subsequent violation shall be Five Hundred Dollars ($500).
(c)
The notice shall be mailed or delivered to the responsible party(ies) or their agents and shall state: the specifics
of the violation; the amount of the fine; the actions required for compliance; a statement that the failure to
comply with the notice may result in suspension or revocation of the parties' license or certificate, or other legal
action; and how the person or company may appeal the violation notice.
(d)
A notice of violation may be appealed as provided in Section 20-106 of this Code.
(e)
If a violation notice is not appealed, or is upheld upon appeal, and the person or company fails to correct the
violation as required by the notice, the Director may take one or more of the following actions:
(1)
Issue a citation as provided in paragraph (f) of this Section;
(2)
Revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew the license and/or certificate;
(3)
Seek injunctive or other appropriate legal relief to enforce the provisions of this Subtitle.
(f)
Where the continued operation of a vehicle poses an immediate or ongoing compromise to the safety of the
riding public or the driver, in lieu of a violation notice, the Director may issue a citation pursuant to Subtitle 28,
Division 3, of this Code to a person, persons who operates or permits others to operate a taxicab or limousine in
violation of any of the provisions of this Subtitle. The citation shall serve as notification to the person that he has
committed a civil violation and must pay to the County a monetary fine, subject to the right to trial under Section
28-257 of this Code. The amount of the fine shall be Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each violation, and
each day in which the violation remains uncorrected shall constitute a separate violation. In addition to the
remedies provided under Section 28-258 of this Code, the Director may revoke or suspend the license and/or
certificate of a person who fails to pay the fine or request adjudication of a citation.
(CB-54-1974; CB-132-1984; CB-24-1987; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-113. - Operation without a license or while suspended.
Except as provided in Section 20-159 of this Code for taxicabs from other jurisdictions, it shall be unlawful for
any person to operate a taxicab or limousine for hire within the County unless the operator holds a valid taxicab
or limousine driver's license issued by the Director. Any violation of this Section is subject to the provisions of
Section 20-164 of this Code. Failure to properly renew a taxicab or limousine driver's license is punishable by a
fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per day for each day from the date of expiration to the date the application for
renewal is received by the Director.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-9-2016)
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Sec. 20-114. - Permitting others to use license.
The driver shall not permit any other person to use his license (Identification Card).
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-115. - Permitting others to drive the vehicle.
The driver, or owner, or either of them shall not permit any unauthorized person to drive a vehicle when carrying
passengers for hire.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-116. - Display; certificate and license.
The driver shall have permanently on display at all times while on duty a copy of the original of the certificate
sealed or certified by the Department of the Environment, issued for the operation of the taxicab or limousine,
and the driver's license with photograph, and number, clearly visible to passengers.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-22-2001; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 20-116.01. - Display; Passenger Bill of Rights.
The driver shall have permanently on display at all times while on duty a copy of the Passenger Bill of Rights
clearly visible to passengers.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-117. - Use of the vehicle for unlawful purposes.
The owner or driver of a taxicab or limousine shall not permit such vehicle to be used for unlawful purposes, or
knowingly to transport persons therein to places for such purposes.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-118. - Length of driver's working day.
For purposes of this Section, any driver who is gainfully employed in any other occupation for eight (8) hours or
more a day shall be deemed a part-time driver. In no event shall a part-time driver operate a taxicab or limousine
for more than eight (8) hours in any consecutive 24-hour period. No full-time driver shall operate, nor shall
certificate holders or their agents require full-time drivers to operate, a taxicab or limousine for more than twelve
(12) hours in any consecutive twenty-four (24) hour period.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-119. - Trip manifest.
(a)
The driver shall keep a neat, legible, and current record of all trips, written in ink in a bound manifest and on
forms approved by the Director. The manifest shall be completed at or before reaching the destination. Such
record shall be retained at least three (3) years, and shall be submitted under oath for inspection to the Director
upon request. The manifest shall contain the exact addresses or nearest intersection of points of origin and
destination, time trip began and ended, number of passengers, and amount of fare, corresponding to meter
reading.
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(b)
Each accessible taxi trip provided shall be clearly designated as such in the manifest and on forms approved by
the Director and shall be submitted under oath for inspection to the Director upon request. Failure to provide
such documentation will result in the service being deemed as non-accessible.
(c)
Submission of false information on a trip manifest is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months.
(CB-54-1974; CB-16-1986; CB-49-2000; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-120. - Accident reports.
Within two (2) working days after any accident involving a taxicab or limousine in which property was damaged
or any person injured, the driver shall make a written report to the Director on an approved form.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-121. - Arrest report.
Both the driver and the certificate holder shall submit a written report of all arrests involving the operation of a
vehicle for hire to the Director within two (2) working days of the arrest.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975)
Sec. 20-122. - Report changes of residence.
The driver and/or certificate holder shall submit a written report of any change of residence or business address
within two (2) working days to the Director.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-123. - Answer communications.
The certificate holder or licensed driver shall answer promptly all written communications received from the
Director or the Board. The failure to receive a registered letter which has been properly addressed and delivered,
or the refusal to receive a telegram, or any other written communication sent by the Director or the Board may
result in suspension or revocation of the license or certificate.
(CB-54-1974; CB-24-1987)
Sec. 20-124. - Taxicabs to be attended by drivers.
The driver shall attend the taxicab at all times for the solicitation or transportation of passengers, except when
actually engaged in loading or unloading, or in answering telephones in connection with the business. The driver
shall not leave his or her license in an unattended taxicab at any time.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-125. - Taxicab stands.
A taxicab shall not be placed upon or occupy a public or private vehicle taxicab stand except for the purpose of
being held forth for hire. Vehicles may be placed on public or private stands only at the rear (approach) and shall
be moved toward and to the front of stands, immediately, if space is available, or when space becomes available.
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When a taxicab stand is occupied by the full number of vehicles authorized for such stand, no taxicab shall loiter
for the purpose of occupying space on such stand.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-126. - Solicitation.
Neither a driver nor an agent of a driver or owner shall solicit patronage for any taxicab or limousine by word,
signal or otherwise, on any public street or in a public building, or on public property in the County, other than at
a taxicab stand.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-127. - Cruising.
Except as to a vehicle registered as a limousine, a driver is permitted to cruise with the intention of picking up as
a passenger, a person hailing a taxicab. In picking up passengers, a driver operating an accessible taxi cab shall
give priority to individuals with disabilities. When cruising at night the cruising light of a taxicab shall be
lighted. Cruising is not permitted by a limousine, nor by a taxicab within 500 feet of a taxicab stand.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-128. - On call and off duty.
An "On Call" sign shall be used when a taxicab is enroute to pick up a passenger, or awaiting a passenger at a
designated place in response to the request of the passenger. The sign shall be visible from the street and placed
in the lower right hand corner of the front windshield or upon the right hand sun visor. A taxicab, when not
being operated for hire, shall display in the above manner an "Off Duty" sign. The lettering on the sign shall be
at least three (3) inches in height.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-129. - Acceptance of passengers generally.
The driver of a taxicab shall accept as a passenger and carry where directed upon dispatch or request any orderly
person unless previously engaged or forbidden by the provisions of this Subtitle or by other valid law or
regulation to do so. For purposes of this Section, a "disorderly person" shall mean any person who shall be
acting in a disorderly manner to the disturbance of the public peace, or who shall willfully act in a disorderly
manner by making loud and unseemly noises or by profanely cursing, swearing, or using obscene language on or
about any public place, or in or about any taxicab stand, or in or about any taxicab vehicle.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-129.01. - Centralized Electronic Dispatch Systems.
(a)
The Executive may by regulation approve one or more centralized electronic dispatch systems to dispatch
taxicabs for trips that begin within the County through an internet enabled application, digital platform, or
telephone dispatch system.
(b)
Within six months after the approval of the first system, every operator must use a centralized electronic
dispatch system approved under this section.
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(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-129.02. - Destination Attractions.
(a)
On or before June 1, 2017, the County Executive shall promulgate regulations that establish an application
process and criteria for designating a place or an area as a Destination Attraction. To be eligible for designation
as a Destination Attraction, an applicant must have a taxi stand or stands that is accessible, visible and serves the
main entrances of the location.
(b)
The Director shall update the list of Destination Attractions, as necessary, to reflect changes and/or
modifications to the list, and shall make the list available to the public.
(c)
Unless otherwise expressly authorized by the Destination Attraction, only accessible taxis or taxicabs which
have been certified by the Director as meeting the requirements and standards effective January 1, 2020, under
Section 20-145 and are of a color and scheme as designated by the Director shall receive passengers at a
Destination Attraction.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-130. - Loading and unloading.
A driver shall not stop to load or unload a passenger or his belongings in the intersection of any street or on any
crosswalk. A taxicab or limousine shall not load or unload in such manner that will in any way impede or
interfere with the orderly flow of traffic on the streets or impede or interfere with the loading or unloading of
passengers from buses at established bus stops. A driver shall not permit a passenger to enter or to leave any
taxicab from the left side except at the left curb of any one-way street, or while parked perpendicular to the curb
in places where such parking is permitted.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-131. - Route.
The driver of a taxicab shall proceed with a passenger to destination by the shortest practical route, unless
requested otherwise by the passenger. The driver shall maintain an up-to-date road map in the taxicab showing
Prince George's County and its environs.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-132. - Rates.
A schedule of rates and charges approved by the County Council shall be displayed inside each taxicab in a
manner to be plainly visible to any passenger therein. The driver shall, upon request of a passenger, give a
receipt showing the operator's name, date, the time and place of origin, destination, and the amount of the fare on
an authorized form. (Fares for limousines are not regulated by the approved taxicab rates.)
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-132.01. - County contracts and vouchers.
(a)
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Where a taxicab association or company has obtained a County contract through which it is expected to provide
service to the public, the business holding the contract shall pay ninety (90%) percent of the driver's fare, if a
driver timely submits reimbursement and chooses to receive payment within thirty (30) days of the fare. The
remaining ten (10%) percent shall be remitted to the driver within 90 days of submission absent a finding, by the
business holding the contract, of error or fraud. If a driver timely submits reimbursement and chooses to receive
payment after thirty (30) days of the fare, the business holding the contract shall pay one hundred (100%)
percent of the driver's fare.
(b)
Where the rate to be charged for the provision of services to a passenger traveling by voucher is disputed by the
business holding the County contract, the holder of the contract may request that the contract administering
agency make an independent determination as to the correct rate. Where the contract administering agency
determines that the taxicab driver has overcharged on the County contract or voucher, the holder of the contract
shall be entitled to reimbursement of the overcharge provided the holder of the contract previously paid the
driver the full amount of the original charge.
(CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-133. - Deception of passengers.
A driver shall not deceive or attempt to deceive a passenger who may ride in a taxicab or limousine, or who may
desire to ride in such vehicle, as to the destination of the driver, or the rate of fare to be charged. The driver shall
not convey any passenger, or cause him to be conveyed, to a place other than as directed by the passenger.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-134. - Nonpaying passengers.
A nonpaying passenger shall be transported by the driver of a taxicab only if both are in training, or if an offduty sign is adequately displayed; provided, however, in the event a police officer requests the use of a taxicab in
the performance of his official duty, then in such event, the driver shall transport said officer or assist him in any
way possible. When a taxicab is in service, no persons other than the driver and passengers are allowed in the
taxicab.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-135. - Acceptance of additional passengers.
Whenever any taxicab is occupied by a passenger, the driver shall not permit any other person to occupy or ride
in such taxicab if the original passenger objects thereto.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-136. - Restriction on number of passengers.
A driver shall not permit to be carried in a taxicab, or limousine, at any one time, more persons, including the
driver, but excepting children in arms, than the indicated seating capacity of the taxicab, or limousine, as rated
by the automobile manufacturer.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-137. - Restriction on passengers in driver's compartment.
At no time shall more than one person, in addition to the driver, ride on the front seat of a taxicab. A child in
arms is excepted.
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(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-138. - Compliance with lawful request of passenger.
A driver shall comply with all reasonable and lawful requests of a passenger as to the speed of travel and the
route to be taken.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-139. - Request for police assistance.
Upon request by a passenger for police assistance, the driver shall telephone the Prince George's County Police
if the call is requested anywhere in Prince George's County, excluding municipal corporations which have an
available police force, in which case, the call shall be directed to such municipal police force.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-140. - Found property.
In the event personal property is left in a taxicab or limousine by a passenger, the driver shall, within twentyfour (24) hours, notify the Director, giving a description of the property and the time it was left in the cab and
other circumstances within the knowledge of the driver.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-141. - Driver's conduct and appearance.
(a)
Loud conversation, yelling, or calls to and from drivers of taxicabs or limousines is prohibited. The sounding of
horns or other mechanical devices for purposes other than lawful traffic signals is prohibited.
(b)
Drivers shall refrain from the use of profane, loud, insulting, or derogatory language and insulting or
intimidating conduct while driving or operating a taxicab or limousine.
(c)
Drivers shall present a neat and clean appearance at all times while on duty and shall maintain good personal
hygiene.
(d)
Any violation of this Section shall be grounds for suspension or revocation of a license.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-142. - Smoking and use of tobacco.
(a)
A driver shall not smoke cigarette(s), cigars, or a pipe while in a taxicab or limousine.
(b)
A passenger shall not smoke in a taxicab or limousine.
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(c)
All taxicabs or limousines shall display a "Smoking is Prohibited" sign at all times.
(d)
A violation of this Section shall be a misdemeanor subject to a One Hundred Dollar ($100.00) fine.
(CB-54-1974; CB-25-1984; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-143. - Alcohol and controlled dangerous substances.
(a)
At no time while on duty shall the driver of a taxicab use or possess alcoholic beverages, controlled dangerous
substances, or other habit-forming drugs. The transportation of alcoholic beverages in possession of a paying
passenger is permitted, provided that the alcoholic beverages are transported in the trunk of the vehicle.
Transportation of narcotic drugs for delivery that are prescribed by a licensed medical doctor is allowed in the
custody of the driver if the driver obtains a receipt upon delivery, such receipt to include the signature of the
recipient and the identification of the drugs. If the intended recipient refuses to sign the receipt, the driver shall
refuse delivery and shall notify the Police Department as soon as possible and give possession of the narcotic
drug to the police.
(b)
Any driver convicted of a traffic-related offense involving the use of alcohol or a controlled dangerous
substance, whether on or off duty, shall be subject to an immediate suspension or revocation of his license.
(c)
Passengers shall not use alcoholic beverages or controlled dangerous substances or other habit-forming drugs
while being transported in a taxicab.
(d)
A limousine operator and passengers may possess alcohol for consumption by the passengers.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-144. - Alcohol or controlled dangerous substance testing.
(a)
A driver must submit to a test if the Director or a police officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the driver
has been or is drinking alcoholic beverages or has used or is using a controlled dangerous substance while on
duty. The failure to submit to a test shall be sufficient grounds for suspension or revocation of a license.
(b)
The Director may authorize the initiation of random drug testing of drivers of taxicabs and limousines. Any
driver who fails to submit to random drug testing may be subject to the immediate suspension or revocation of
license.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
DIVISION 5. - VEHICLE DESIGN, EQUIPMENT, MAINTENANCE, AND INSPECTION.
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Sec. 20-145. - Design and equipment.
(a)
No taxicab or limousine shall be operated or allowed to be operated unless it conforms to the following
requirements (exceptions applying to registered limousines are specifically indicated):
(1)
The vehicle shall be either of the built-for-the-purpose, or of the closed or sedan type, and shall be equipped with
at least four doors. Passenger doors must be so constructed that they will remain securely fastened during normal
operation, but may be readily opened by a passenger in case of emergency.
(2)
The vehicle shall be constructed and maintained so as to provide for the safety of the travelling public, and
continuous operation with minimum noise and vibration. It shall be structurally sound as to all its parts, and shall
not have missing, broken, or cracked fenders or bumpers or glass.
(3)
The vehicle shall be painted to give reasonable protection to its surface, and in a color scheme approved by the
Director as set forth in Section 20-153 of this Code.
(4)
The vehicle shall be equipped with an engine adequate to enable it to operate effectively and efficiently.
(5)
The vehicle shall be equipped with a jack and safe tires, including a spare tire, with sufficient tread in
accordance with the State of Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration vehicle inspection standards. In no case
shall the required tires have a tread depth of less than three thirty-seconds of an inch.
(6)
The vehicle shall have operating windshield wipers and windshield washer equipment. The vehicle shall be
equipped with approved safety glass in the windshield and all windows. The center partition, if any, between the
driver's compartment and the passenger's compartment shall be of this type of glass or plastic.
(7)
The vehicle shall have one set of operating seat belts for each passenger and the driver.
(8)
The vehicle shall be equipped with a standard speedometer, properly installed, maintained in good working
order and exposed to view. No vehicle shall be operated in service if the speedometer is out of repair or
disconnected.
(9)
The vehicle shall be equipped with a heater sufficient to heat the interior adequately in cold weather and air
conditioning sufficient to cool the interior adequately during hot weather.
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(10)
The vehicle shall not be equipped with any lights or signal devices except as allowed by the Motor Vehicle Laws
for the State of Maryland, and as approved by the Director.
(11)
The vehicle shall not be equipped with shades or curtains which can be manipulated in such a way as to shield
the occupants or the driver from observation, or obstruct the rear view window.
(12)
The vehicle shall be equipped with a frame for the proper display of the certificate and the license, which, except
in the case of a limousine, shall face the passengers and be so located as to be at all times in plain view of such
passenger(s). The card frame shall be subject to approval of the Director.
(13)
With exception of a "kick" strip not exceeding seven inches in height at the bottom of doors, no upholstery
covering or interior lining shall be permitted in any licensed taxicab unless such upholstery or lining is made of
leather or similar nonabsorbent, washable material. The rear cushion shall be removable. Floor mats shall be
required in all licensed taxicabs and shall be made of rubber, leather, or metal chain, or a similar, nonabsorbent,
washable material and shall be easily removable. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to licensed
limousines.
(14)
The vehicle shall be kept clean and in a sanitary condition. At least once every seven days, the exterior shall be
washed and the interior shall be cleaned thoroughly with a suitable antiseptic solution.
(15)
Except as provided in Sec. 20-145(a)(16), no taxicab shall continue in service which is:
(a)
as of January 1, 2018, more than eight (8) model years old unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director.
An annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(b)
as of January 1, 2019, more than seven (7) model years old unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director.
An annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(c)
as of January 1, 2020, more than six (6) model years old unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director. An
annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(15.1)
No taxicab which is a Qualified Hybrid Vehicle or Plug-in Electric Drive Vehicle, or accessible taxi shall
continue in service which is:
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(a)
as of January 1, 2018, more than nine (9) model years old unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director. An
annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(b)
as of January 1, 2019, more than eight (8) model years old unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director.
An annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(c)
as of January 1, 2020, more than seven (7) model years old, unless an annual waiver is granted by the Director.
An annual waiver shall be based upon a written finding that such vehicle has passed an inspection which ensures
that such vehicle is safe and in good operating condition.
(16)
All taxicabs shall be equipped with flashing emergency lights approved by the Director.
(17)
Each taxicab shall have a medallion issued by the Director displayed on the driver side front panel and rear trunk
for that taxicab.
(CB-54-1974; CB-132-1984; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-146. - Maintenance and inspection.
(a)
The certificate holder shall insure that the taxicab or limousine is inspected at a duly licensed Maryland state
inspection station, at least twice during a twelve (12) month period. An inspection shall be performed not more
than six (6) months from the previous inspection.
(b)
On an annual basis and as scheduled during the year, the Director shall inspect the condition and general
maintenance of all taxicabs for conformance with the requirements of this Subtitle.
(c)
If a taxicab or limousine is found to be unclean or unfit at any time, but otherwise in safe condition, the Director
may give the driver and certificate holder a reasonable time to remedy the condition, after which the Director
shall reinspect the vehicle. Violations of cleanliness or maintenance requirements or failure to submit vehicle for
inspection or reinspection shall be cause for suspension or revocation of the certificate.
(d)
An accessible taxi found to be unfit must be repaired within ten days of failing an inspection. Failure to submit
the vehicle for inspection or reinspection, or operation of the vehicle in violation of this provision shall be cause
for suspension or revocation of the certificate.
(e)
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The certificate holder shall ensure that every taxicab satisfactorily passes an emissions control test administered
by the State of Maryland or an authorized test station on a biennial basis.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-95-1979; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-49-2000; CB-9-2016)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-95-1979 states that the amendments made by that Act to Section 20-146 shall
be abrogated and of no force and effect on January 1, 1982. Accordingly, the amendments to Section 20-146
which were enacted by CB-95-1979 have been deleted from the foregoing text.
Sec. 20-147. - Record of service.
It shall be the responsibility of each certificate holder to maintain a daily record indicating the vehicle number,
driver's name, and the time the vehicle is in service. Where a vehicle is operated by more than one driver, the
record must identify each driver and his time in and out of service. This record shall be maintained in the
respective company or association office for inspection for a period of six (6) months. The record of service
shall be produced to the Director upon demand and at the time of any scheduled inspections.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1973; CB-49-2000)
DIVISION 6. - CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION FOR TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES.
Sec. 20-148. - Application for required certificate.
(a)
Any owner of a taxicab or limousine, including owners who are also drivers, shall not drive or allow the same to
be driven within the County, on or off-duty, unless such owner has a valid certificate for each such taxicab or
limousine issued under the provisions of this Division.
(b)
Application for a certificate to authorize the use of a vehicle as a taxicab or limousine shall be made under oath
by the prospective certificate holder to the Director upon a form provided by the Director. The applicant shall
provide the following information:
(1)
The full name and the home and business address and telephone numbers of the applicant. If the applicant is a
corporation, a certified copy of the articles of incorporation shall be provided.
(2)
The trade name and the telephone number(s) under which the applicant does, or proposes to do, business.
(3)
A sworn statement of the financial status and responsibility of the applicant including evidence of the ability to
acquire and maintain the vehicle(s) for which the certificates and registration authority is sought.
(4)
Each criminal conviction, guilty plea, or plea of nolo contendere of the applicant, or agents or officers of the
applicant.
(5)
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The names of all drivers, their license numbers, and home addresses.
(6)
The ownership, seating capacity, design and proposed color scheme, and make and serial number of each
vehicle.
(7)
The make and number of each meter in each vehicle, excepting limousines.
(8)
The nature and location of depots, terminals, and garages to be used, if any.
(9)
A description of the communications system to be used, if any.
(10)
The specific experience of the applicant in the transportation of passengers for hire.
(11)
Description of service(s) to be rendered, including time(s) of operation.
(12)
For limousines, a schedule of fares.
(13)
Evidence of insurance as set forth hereinafter.
(14)
A copy of the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration vehicle registration indicating new certificate holder as
owner of the taxicab.
(15)
A Certificate of Good Standing from the State of Maryland.
(16)
A copy of any contract, fee structure, leasing or rental rates or other operating agreement between a certificate
holder and driver. The certificate holder or applicant shall provide to the Director within three (3) business days
any change in such document provided.
(17)
Such other information as the Director may require in order to administer these regulations.
(CB-54-1974; CB-132-1984; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-149. - Investigation of applicant.
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(a)
The Director or his agent shall have an investigation made of the information furnished in the application for a
certificate. A memorandum of the investigative findings shall be kept on file as a public record.
(b)
Any vehicle which has not been operated for hire as a taxicab or limousine in Prince George's County, Maryland,
for a period of more than six (6) months prior to the date of the application for a certificate shall be inspected at
a duly licensed Maryland State Inspection Station before the applicant can be issued a certificate of registration.
The inspection shall include all items which are normally required prior to transfer of title of a motor vehicle
under the provisions of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The applicant for a
certificate of registration shall deliver to the Director a report signed by an authorized vehicle inspector
certifying the results of the inspection. If any such vehicle is found to be in an unsafe condition, the applicant
shall have the necessary repairs made to the vehicle and shall have the vehicle certified as satisfactory by an
authorized state inspector before the applicant can be issued a certificate of registration.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975)
Sec. 20-150. - Insurance requirements.
(a)
Before issuing any certificate under this Subtitle, the Director shall ascertain, as to each vehicle, that the owner
has insurance or surety bond for the vehicle covering bodily injury or death to any passenger or other person in
one accident in the amount of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), multiple deaths or injury in one accident
in the amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000), and property damage in one accident in the amount of Ten
Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or the amounts required by the financial responsibility laws of the State of
Maryland, whichever are higher, and further that such insurance or surety covers the full period for which the
vehicle is to be licensed.
(b)
Each taxicab or limousine must contain sufficient copies of a summary of insurance information, in a form
approved by the Director, that may be given to passengers, members of the public, and law enforcement officers.
The summary must include the following information:
(1)
the name and address of the vehicle owner;
(2)
the vehicle's license tag number;
(3)
the name, address, office hours and telephone number of the insurance claims office responsible for adjusting
any insurance claim arising from use of the vehicle; and
(4)
the name, address, and telephone number of the Department and any other governmental agency where
complaints regarding insurance claims handling may be filed.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
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Sec. 20-151. - Lapse of insurance.
If at any time for any reason the insurance or surety coverage shall lapse, the certificate shall be immediately
suspended without a notice of hearing and the Director shall proceed immediately to obtain possession of the
certificate, until the insurance or surety bond requirements are fully met. If insurance is canceled, the certificate
holder shall deliver or cause to be delivered a copy of the cancellation notice to the Director within 48 hours
after said notice is received.
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-152. - Issuance of certificate card.
(a)
The Director shall issue the following classes of certificates:
(1)
Individual owner certificate; and
(2)
Multiple owner certificate.
The Director is authorized to reissue all certificates, upon renewal, in the appropriate class of certificate starting
October 1, 2010.
(b)
If the application is approved, the Director shall, for each vehicle, issue a certificate which shall be valid for one
year. The certificate remains the property of Prince George's County and must be returned to the County
immediately upon final removal of the vehicle from service, unless otherwise transferred under Section 20-155
of this Code.
(c)
The certificate issued must be held by an applicant for a minimum of three years before it may be transferred in
accordance with Section 20-155 of this Code.
(d)
Any holder of a certificate acquired pursuant to the transfer provisions of this Subtitle must hold the certificate a
minimum of three years before it may be transferred again.
(e)
No person, including an individual or multiple owner providing taxicab service in the County, other than the
person to whom it is issued shall use a certificate. The certificate shall not be subleased and may only be
transferred pursuant to Sec. 20-155 of the Code.
(CB-54-1974; CB-132-1984; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
Sec. 20-152.01. - Certificate Holder Association or Company Fees and Charges.
(a)
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By December 31 of each year, each Certificate Holder, Association or Company shall provide the Director with
a complete listing of all costs, charges, fees or assessments imposed on any driver and a sample of any lease,
sublease or other agreement utilized with a driver.
(b)
A Certificate Holder, Association or Company shall not impose on a driver or licensee a charge of one percent
(1%) over a bank fee, a merchant service fee, or an equipment provider fee on any credit card transaction by the
driver or licensee.
(1)
A Certificate Holder, Association or Company may not require a driver or licensee to use a specific system for
processing credit card transactions.
(2)
No additional fees or surcharges shall be imposed on a driver or licensee.
(c)
All costs, charges, fees or assessments in this subsection, shall be subject to a cap as of the effective date of this
Act.
(1)
Each year, any increase in the sum of all costs, charges, fees or assessments shall not exceed the product of
multiplying:
(A)
The sum of all costs, charges, fees or assessments charged by a Certificate Holder, Association or Company as
of December 31 st annually; and,
(B)
The average percentage growth in the Consumer Price Index over the preceding twelve (12) months.
(C)
Rates shall remain in effect until December 31 st each year.
(2)
If there is a decline or no growth in the Consumer Price Index, the fees and associated costs shall remain
unchanged.
(3)
Any increase in the total costs, charges and fees of this subsection may not be greater than 5% of the total costs
effective in the previous year.
(4)
Any proposed increases above the Consumer Price Index of any lease, sublease or affiliation agreement,
including any charges that a licensee may charge a driver, must be proposed by the County Executive by
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resolution for approval by the County Council.
(5)
Each violation of the cap set by this Section, shall be subject to the penalty clause set forth in Section 20-164.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-153. - Color scheme and insignia.
(a)
Every vehicle other than a limousine covered by a certificate shall have a color scheme, insignia and cruising
light of a design approved by the Director. Each such color scheme shall be clearly distinguishable from that
used by other associations or owners.
(b)
The Director shall designate a color scheme exclusively for vehicles that have met the standards required as of
January 1, 2020.
(c)
Changes in color scheme, insignia, cruise light design, or the addition of advertising or advertising devices or
bumper stickers, shall have prior approval of the Director.
(d)
The name of the taxicab company, owner or association shall be clearly painted on both sides of all taxicabs in
letters at least three (3) inches in height. Limousines are exempt from this requirement.
(e)
A medallion issued by the Director and the number of the certificate, except for limousines, preceded by the
"PG" designation shall be displayed on the driver side front panel and rear trunk of the vehicle. The certificate
number shall be displayed in figures at least three (3) inches in height, and contrasting in color from the
background colors as follows: PG 900.
(f)
The Director shall issue a medallion in a color scheme to differentiate between an individual owner certificate
and multiple owner certificate required under Sec. 20-152 of this Subtitle.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-154. - Termination of service.
The certificate holder of a vehicle permanently removed from service must notify the Director of such action in
writing within forty-eight (48) hours, indicating whether the owner "junks" the vehicle, sells it or transfers title
to it, no longer uses it for hire, or whether the tags have been stolen, or the registration of the vehicle has been
revoked by the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration. When the vehicle is so out of service, all registration
cards and other papers issued by the Director to the owner shall be returned by the owner with notice that the
vehicle is out of service. The certificate holder shall paint out all identifying marks and numbers indicating that
the vehicle was used as a taxicab. The Director shall hold the certificate until its normal expiration date, or until
the holder applies for transfer of the certificate to another vehicle prior to such date and within a period of ninety
(90) days. If a vehicle is not placed in service under the certificate within ninety (90) days, the certificate may be
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revoked. The certificate holder shall notify the Director when any taxicab or limousine covered by a certificate is
temporarily taken out of service for a period longer than five (5) days, explaining why the vehicle is out of
service.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-155. - Transfer of certificates.
(a)
When the owner of a vehicle registered under these regulations has transferred the title of the vehicle to a new
owner, or has otherwise relinquished the use of the vehicle for hire, upon sufficient proof thereof to the Director,
the certificate holder may have the certificate transferred to another vehicle to be used by him for hire in
accordance with this Subtitle and State law, and thereupon the Director, upon receipt of payment of Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), shall issue a new certificate to the owner for the replacement vehicle for the
balance of the registration year, provided that the replacement vehicle meets all the requirements of this Subtitle.
The payment for issuance of a new certificate from a non-accessible vehicle to an accessible taxi shall be
waived.
(b)
A certificate may be transferred, provided that the following requirements have been met:
(1)
The certificate holder notifies the Department in writing of the proposed transfer at least forty-five (45) calendar
days prior to the date of the proposed transfer;
(2)
Notification includes the terms and conditions of the proposed transfer and the name of the proposed transferee;
(3)
The transferee satisfies all of the requirements of this Subtitle;
(4)
The certificate is not under suspension or revocation or under appeal from a suspension or revocation and does
not have any outstanding fines, fees, or penalties;
(5)
The Director has approved the proposed transfer of the certificate and the transferee has paid a transfer fee to the
County of Three Thousand Five Hundred ($3,500) plus all other routine fees for the issuance of a certificate.
The transfer fee for the transfer of a certificate from a non-accessible vehicle to an accessible taxi shall be
waived.
(6)
The transferee has assumed any debts and other obligations to the County of the transferor related to the taxicab
business.
(7)
A certificate that is assigned to an accessible taxi can only be transferred for the operation of an accessible taxi.
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(c)
In those cases where the individual certificate holder wishes to transfer a certificate to a company or a corporate
entity entirely owned by the certificate holder and his immediate family, there shall be no transfer fees involved
except for the full annual certificate fee which shall be paid at the time of the transfer.
(d)
The transferred certificate shall be reissued for a period of one year and any previously paid annual certificate
fee shall not be refunded.
(e)
A certificate may only be transferred once in any three year period under any provisions of this Subtitle.
(f)
Any company or corporate entity which transfers a certificate or certificates by sale by its owner or owners shall
pay fees associated with the transfer provisions in proportion to the number of certificates held and the
percentage change of company ownership.
(CB-54-1974; CB-16-1986; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-3-2011; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-156. - Limitation on number of certificates.
(a)
The Director shall issue to the owner for each taxicab and for each limousine a certificate containing the
information required by this Subtitle. The number of valid certificates is limited at any given time to one
thousand forty four (1,044), of which fifteen (15) certificates shall be designated for taxicabs specially equipped
for the transportation of passengers in wheelchairs, and fifty (50) for limousines. The Director may issue an
additional fifteen (15) certificates for taxicabs equipped to transport passengers in wheelchairs and an additional
one hundred (100) certificates each calendar year beginning on October 1, 2011 pursuant to subsection (b)
below, unless the number of valid certificates would exceed a ratio of one per thousand (1/1,000) population in
the County, as computed in the most recent decennial U.S. Census or update published by the appropriate federal
agency. The County Council shall, annually review by July 15th, with consultation with the Director and
Taxicab Board, the allocation the total number of certificates by the appropriate class under Sec. 20-152 of this
Subtitle.
(b)
The Director shall maintain a list, available to the public in alphabetical order, for the lottery for certificates. In
any calendar year, whenever there are less than the maximum permitted number of such certificates outstanding,
the Director shall conduct a lottery and issue certificates to those drivers chosen by the lottery. The number of
certificates available in the annual lottery shall equal the maximum number permitted under subsection (a)
above. To participate in the lottery, applicants shall pay an annual fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and
complete a registration form, under oath, provided by the Department. Participation in the lottery is limited to
active drivers who have been licensed as drivers in the County for a period of at least two years and who have
not been issued a certificate. Certificates cannot be subleased and may only be transferred pursuant to Sec. 20155 of this Subtitle.
(c)
The Director shall restrict the number of individual owner and multiple owner certificates such that:
(1)
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the number of individual owner certificates will be no lower than twenty-five percent (25%) and no higher than
seventy-five percent (75%) of the total number of certificates issued; and
(2)
the number of multiple owner certificates will be no lower than twenty-five percent (25%) and no higher than
seventy-five percent (75%) of the total number of certificates issued.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975; CB-132-1984; CB-16-1986; CB-135-1986; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-32011; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-156.01. - Required service to County.
(a)
More than ninety percent (90%) of the trips of each driver's working calendar day in any vehicle for which a
certificate is issued pursuant to Section 20-156 must be to or from locations within Prince George's County.
(b)
In order for a certificate to be renewed, the certificate holder must demonstrate that the vehicle for which the
certificate has been issued and any replacement vehicle to which the certificate has been reassigned have been
driven for a combined total of 26,000 miles in the previous twelve (12) months.
(CB-16-1986; CB-49-2000)
Sec. 20-156.02. - Continuous Operation.
(a)
Each licensee must keep each licensed taxicab in continuous operation as defined by applicable regulation.
(b)
The Director shall issue regulations by June 1, 2017 defining continuous operation using a formula that:
(1)
Uses calendar-quarterly reports submitted by each certificate holder showing mileage driven by each vehicle
associated with a certificate held by, or affiliated with, an association, company or individual owner; and
(2)
Requires average per-vehicle mileage to be at least sixty (60%) of the County-wide average for each quarter. The
Director, by written request, may waive the requirement for a vehicle if provided documentation of mechanical
or safety deficiencies in need of repair.
(c)
Each certificate holder must notify the Department in writing at any time that:
(a)
A taxicab held by or affiliated with them will be or has been out of service for more than 30 days; or
(b)
1855/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

An average of more than 15% of the taxicabs whose certificates are held by that association or company have
been inactive during the previous calendar month.
(d)
Each notice must:
(a)
Explain the reasons for each period of inactivity; and
(b)
Show why the Director should not revoke the license of each inactive taxicab for lack of use.
(e)
If a taxicab licensee does not meet the criteria set forth in this Section, the licensee's certificate is subject to
revocation.
(f)
A revoked certificate shall immediately be reissued with assignment prioritized for:
(1)
use for accessible vehicles;
(2)
use by an individual owner; or
(3)
other applicants.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-157. - Certificate fee.
Every certificate holder shall pay an annual certificate fee to the County for each year during which the
certificate is to valid. The nonrefundable fee shall be in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) per
certificate per year.
(CB-54-1974; CB-132-1984; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010; CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-158. - Renewal.
All valid certificates outstanding prior to the effective date of this Act shall remain valid and shall be renewed,
from year to year, upon the expiration date of each such certificate by payment of the certificate fee set forth in
Section 20-157 above and satisfactory completion of a renewal application form prescribed by the Director.
(CB-54-1974; CB-143-1975)
Sec. 20-159. - Taxicabs from other jurisdictions and other unauthorized vehicles.
(a)
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The right of a taxicab or limousine operator, whose vehicle is duly registered in any other jurisdiction of this
State or in any other state or the District of Columbia, to bring a passenger or passengers into this County when
the trip has originated in the other jurisdiction is hereby recognized. If the engagement of a taxicab has been
what is known as a "waiting time" agreement the passenger or passengers so brought into this County may be
taken there from by the same taxicab and operator, provided that the operator shall enter the facts as to the trip
upon his manifest and shall have included the waiting time in his charge for the trip, and that the operator shall
remain with the taxicab at the place of discharge of passengers until the return trip is begun.
(b)
Operators of taxicabs or limousines registered in another jurisdiction shall have no rights to solicit business or
transport other passengers in this County. The County Executive may enter into reciprocal agreements regarding
taxicab service with other jurisdictions subject to County Council approval by resolution. Law enforcement
authorities shall give full force and effect to the provisions of this subsection by issuing a citation to all taxicabs
that operate in violation of these provisions. This requirement shall apply to all locations within Prince George's
County where taxicab service is provided. The fine for each such violation shall be One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00).
(CB-54-1974; CB-49-2000; CB-36-2010)
DIVISION 7. - RATES AND METERS.
Sec. 20-160. - Rates.
(a)
Regular Taxicab Rates. The regular rates to be charged by taxicab drivers are as follows:
(1)
Three Dollars ($3.00) up to the first one-seventh (1/7) of a mile or part thereof traveled. In addition, a One
Dollar ($1.00) per trip surcharge is imposed on any trip that originates between the hours of 8:00 P.M. and 6:00
A.M.
(2)
Thirty cents ($.30) for each additional one-seventh (1/7) of a mile or part thereof, the first five cents ($.05) of
which shall be paid directly and in its entirety to the driver, and shall not be subject to the provisions of any
agreement between the driver and any Certificate Holder, Company or Association.
(3)
One Dollar ($1.00) for each additional passenger traveling to any point; provided, however, that one child less
than six (6) years old traveling with an adult, and senior citizens aged sixty (60) and over and attendants
providing physical assistance to handicapped individuals shall not be charged. The driver shall have the right to
require proof of age from senior citizens.
(4)
In addition to the mileage charge, there shall be a time charge for any time that the vehicle is stopped or
operating at a speed of under twelve (12) miles per hour at a rate of Twenty-five Cents ($.25) for each sixty (60)
seconds.
(5)
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Pets may be transported at the discretion of the driver; provided, however, that the driver shall transport any
assistance dog or any licensed guide dog for the handicapped free of charge.
(6)
At the discretion of the driver, an appropriate fare can be demanded before departure.
(7)
A service charge of One Dollar ($1.00) shall be levied by the taxicab driver for any personal service rendered by
the driver. However, there shall be no personal service charge levied on any person who is confined to a
wheelchair, or is aged sixty (60) and over, or physically handicapped. There shall be no personal service charge
for the removal and carrying of luggage or the use of the trunk of the taxicab, provided the passenger is
physically handicapped.
(8)
The charge for the hiring of a taxicab and driver shall be Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per hour plus mileage.
(9)
No fee shall be charged for transporting hand-carried luggage or packages. The charge for using the trunk of the
taxicab shall be One Dollar ($1.00) in addition to all other fares.
(10)
During snow emergency conditions a Three Dollar ($3.00) per trip surcharge is imposed. Snow emergency
conditions shall be determined by the County Executive.
(11)
A One Dollar ($1.00) per trip surcharge may be imposed for trips originating from a Destination Attraction.
(b)
The County Council may establish a fixed charge for trips by taxicabs that originate within the County to
destination points within and outside of the County, notwithstanding federal or state laws or regulations.
(c)
Limousine Rates. A limousine duly registered under the provisions of this Subtitle shall carry passengers at rates
set forth in an agreement with users.
(d)
On or before July 1 of each year, the Director shall perform a rate survey and submit recommendations to the
County Executive for taxicab rate adjustments. The Director's review shall take into account any information
relative to proposed rate adjustments submitted by representatives of the taxicab industry on or before May 1 of
each year. Information submitted by representatives of the taxicab industry should compare current cost of
taxicab operations prior to the adoption of the last rate adjustment and shall contain information as to the current
profitability of the taxicab industry.
(e)
Prior to September 1 of each odd-numbered year, the County Executive shall transmit to the County Council his
recommendations for any such taxicab rate adjustments.
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(CB-127-1975; CB-95-1979; CB-67-1980; CB-132-1980; CB-131-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-24-1987; CB-1291988; CB-97-1991; CB-49-2000; CB-3-2009; CB-9-2016)
Editor's note— CR-3-2009 amended Section 20-160(a)(1) and Section 20-160(a)(4). These amendments shall
be abrogated and of no further force and effect on 4/16/2009.
Sec. 20-160.01. - Emergency Fuel Cost Surcharge.
(a)
If the County Executive finds that the average retail price of regular gasoline fuel in the region has exceeded the
price of $3.00 per gallon, the County Executive may declare a Fuel Cost Emergency and may authorize the
Director of the Environment to establish a Fuel Cost Emergency Surcharge.
(b)
During the emergency, the Director shall set an amount which shall be charged per trip in addition to the rates
established in Section 20-160 of the Code.
(c)
The fuel cost emergency surcharge shall be $1.00 for each fare.
(d)
The fuel cost emergency surcharge may not be charged to any person who is sixty (60) years and over.
(e)
The fuel cost emergency surcharge may not be charged for any fare pursuant to a County contract.
(CB-122-1990; CB-24-2000; CB-49-2000; CB-22-2001; CB-3-2009; CB-30-2014)
Editor's note— The provisions of CB-122-1990 were effective for a period of one year from the effective date
(November 28, 1990), after which time the provisions were abrogated and of no further force and effect.
The provisions of CB-24-2000 were effective for a period of 120 days (May 9, 2000, through September 5,
2000), after which time the provisions were abrogated and of no further force and effect.
Sec. 20-160.02. - Payment Methods.
(a)
Except as provided in Section 20-159 of this Code for taxicabs from other jurisdictions, cash and credit cards
shall be acceptable forms of payment for all taxicabs and limousines operating in Prince George's County by
January 1, 2017.
(b)
Rates for credit card usage are established under Sec. 20-160. No additional fees or surcharges shall be imposed
on a passenger.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec. 20-161. - Meter requirements.
(a)
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It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab, or to cause a taxicab to be operated for hire, or to accept
any passenger for hire, or to carry any paying passenger within the County unless such vehicle shall be equipped
with a taximeter which shall have been sealed by the County and which shall be in operation at all times while
any paying passenger is riding in such taxicab. This Subsection shall not apply to a taxicab which displays a sign
clearly visible from outside the vehicle, reading, "Not in Service" or "Out of Service" and which taxicab is in
fact "Out of Service."
(b)
The Board may recommend and the Director shall approve the types of taximeters to be used on taxicabs in
conformity with specifications and tolerances as set by the National Bureau of Standards. The Director shall
road test the taximeter for accuracy and conformity with approved rates at least once each calendar year. The
meter shall be sealed after testing. Regulations concerning the use and maintenance of taximeters, not
inconsistent with this Section, as may be necessary to promote the purpose hereof, shall be promulgated by the
Director with recommendations from the Board.
(c)
Taximeters must register the fare upon illuminated counters plainly visible to a passenger.
(d)
It shall be unlawful for any person:
(1)
To use any taximeter until the same shall have been inspected, found to be accurately set to operate at approved
rates, and sealed by a County Inspector;
(2)
To operate any vehicle with a taximeter unsealed or not having its access port intact;
(3)
To carry passengers for hire except while operating the taximeter in accordance with the provisions of this
Subtitle, provided, however, that the Director may grant a waiver to this provision for a contract with a
government agency filed with the Department of the Environment that permits discounted rates or rates lower
than those computed by the taximeter upon a written determination by the Director that the contract provisions
will not result in a significant reduction of service to the general public or impact a licensee's ability to earn a
living while maintaining the integrity of the contractual services;
(4)
To make any charge for the transportation of a passenger other than as provided under this Subtitle; or
(5)
To make any change in the mechanical, electrical, or electronic condition of a taxicab or its meter with intent to
cause false registration by the meter of the fare to be charged a passenger.
(CB-54-1974; CB-97-1991; CB-29-1995; CB-49-2000; CB-22-2001; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 20-162. - Carrying several passengers to different destination.
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When more than one passenger enters a taxicab at the same time, bound for different destinations, the meter
shall be reset whenever a passenger pays the fare and leaves the vehicle.
(CB-54-1974)
Sec. 20-163. - Reserved.
Sec. 20-164. - Penalty clause.
Any person or corporation who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this Subtitle or who makes any
false statement in connection therewith or who gives false identification shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject, for each such violation, to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or
imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(CB-54-1974; CB-24-1987)
DIVISION 8. - ACCESSIBLE TAXIS.
Sec. 20-165. - Operations.
(a)
In addition to meeting all requirements of this Section, an accessible taxicab must conform to the Americans
with Disabilities Act standards and all other applicable federal, state, and County standards.
(b)
Prior to operating an accessible taxi cab, an operator must successfully complete a training program approved by
the Director and developed in conjunction with the Prince George's Commission on Individuals with Disabilities
or their designated representative.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec 20-166. - Duty to accept and transport person with disabilities.
(a)
Without limiting the general duty to accept and convey passengers, the driver of an accessible taxicab must
respond to a call for service from a person with a disability who uses a wheelchair, scooter, and/or other mobility
devices, or individuals who have limited mobility that are located before accepting any other call.
(b)
Each licensee must dispatch an accessible taxicab to a person with a disability who uses a wheelchair, scooter,
and/or other mobility devices, or has limited mobility before assigning the accessible taxicab to any other
passenger.
(CB-9-2016)
Sec 20-167. - Assurance of availability.
(a)
The Director shall develop a plan on increasing the number of accessible taxicabs, with a goal of having 10%
accessible taxicabs in the County by 2020, 35% accessible taxicabs in the County by 2025 and 50% accessible
taxicabs in the County by 2030. The Director shall report annually to the County Executive and County Council
on meeting the goals set forth for accessible taxicabs.
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(b)
The Department shall place a list of accessible taxi cabs with phone numbers on their website.
(CB-9-2016)
DIVISION 9. - ANNUAL REPORTING.
Sec 20-168. - Annual Reporting Required.
(a)
In order to enhance the amount of quality information available, the Department is requiring the reporting of
data that is available by dispatch and records maintained as required under this Subtitle. Certificate holders will
be required to submit the reports annually.
(b)
All company or certificate holders must submit reports on operating information annually for all certificates.
Reports must contain data from July 1 through June 30 of each year. Reports are due no later than September
30th each year and must be submitted on forms designated by the Director.
(c)
The following information must be reported to the Department:
(1)
Number of calls received for service;
(2)
Number of calls received for accessible taxicabs service;
(3)
Number of taxicabs in service daily;
(4)
Total number of accessible taxicabs in service daily;
(5)
Total number of trips;
(6)
Total number of accessible trips.
(7)
Total number of accident and arrest reports required under Sections 20-120 and 20-121 of this Subtitle; and
(8)
Total number of taxicabs inactive during the preceding year and explanation for period of inactivity.
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(d)
Company and certificate holders must maintain records and submit reports for all owned and affiliated taxicabs.
(e)
Failure to submit complete reports sixty days after the end of the year's collection is grounds for suspension or
revocation of the certificate.
(CB-9-2016)
SUBTITLE 20A. - TRANSPORTATION.
DIVISION 1. - MASS TRANSIT.
Sec. 20A-101. - Definition.
(a)
For purposes of this Subtitle:
(1)
An Operator is an operator of a public passenger vehicle or rail transit station, and any agent or employee of
WMATA or the County.
(2)
A public passenger vehicle shall mean a public vehicle including buses and rapid rail passenger cars with a
seating capacity of twelve (12) or more passengers, owned, operated, or controlled by the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) or Prince George's County, Maryland (the County) while said
public passenger vehicle is transporting passengers in regular route service, contract service, special or
community-type service.
(3)
A Rail Transit Station is a regular stopping place for pick-up and discharge of passengers in regular route rail
service, contract service, special or community-type service, including the fare paid areas and enclosed areas of
the Rail Transit Stations owned, operated, or controlled by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA).
(CB-5-1975; CB-78-1986)
Sec. 20A-102. - Prohibited conduct.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any passenger or occupant aboard a public passenger vehicle, whenever said vehicle is
transporting passengers in regular route service within the corporate (designated) limits of Prince George's
County, Maryland, or any person in a rail transit station located within the corporate (designated) limits of Prince
George's County, Maryland, to:
(1)
Smoke or carry a lighted or smoldering pipe, cigar, or cigarette, except when the carrier designates a smoking
area on the vehicle;
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(2)
Consume food or drink;
(3)
Expectorate;
(4)
Discard litter other than in an approved receptacle;
(5)
Play any radio, cassette, recorder, or other such instrument, except where same is connected to an earphone that
limits the sound to the individual user;
(6)
Carry any flammable liquids, live animals, birds, reptiles, explosives, acids, or any item inherently dangerous or
offensive to others, except for guide dogs properly harnessed and accompanied by handicapped passengers, and
small animals properly packaged and hand carried;
(7)
Stand in front of the white line marked on the forward end of the floor of any public passenger vehicle, or
otherwise conduct himself in such manner as to obstruct the vision or the function of the operator;
(8)
Board any public passenger vehicle through rear exit door or a signed emergency exit, unless so directed or
authorized by an operator or employee or agent of the County or WMATA;
(9)
Knowingly board a public passenger vehicle which is transporting passengers in regular route service or
knowingly enter or leave a fare-paid area of a rail transit station without paying the established fare or presenting
a valid transfer for transportation on a public passenger vehicle;
(10)
Cause a disturbance by running, climbing through windows or upon seats, obstructing passage or use of
escalators or elevators, or otherwise endangering passengers, the operator, or any agent or employee of WMATA
or the County;
(11)
Wear, operate, utilize, or cause to be operated or utilized roller skates, skateboards, noncollapsible baby
carriages, wagons, or cars, unless so directed by the operator or an agent or employee of WMATA or the County;
(12)
Enter or exit from, or remain in a rail transit station or public passenger vehicle, or ride on elevators or escalators
in a rail transit station with bare feet;
(13)
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Vend, sell, or attempt to vend or sell any item, thing, or device on a public passenger vehicle or in a rail transit
station;
(14)
Park, operate, carry, wheel, or chain to any fence, tree, railing, or other structure not specifically designated for
such use, bicycles, tricycles, unicycles, mopeds, motorbikes, or any such vehicle, unless said person has in his
possession a valid, current permit issued by WMATA for the transporting of noncollapsible bicycles by rail
transit and said person is complying with all terms and conditions of said permit;
(15)
Be on the tracks, in tunnels, or catwalks of a rail transit station or any part of the rail transit system without the
express written consent of WMATA; or
(16)
Ride atop, on the side of, or, in the case of rail transit cars, in between any public passenger vehicle owned,
operated, or controlled by WMATA or the County while said public passenger vehicle is in regular route service,
contract service, or community-type service without the express written consent of WMATA or the County.
(CB-5-1975; CB-78-1986)
Sec. 20A-103. - Refuse to transport.
The carrier of any public passenger vehicle, as defined herein, shall have the right to refuse to transport a person
or persons when the agent or employee exercising said right has reasonable grounds to believe that the
immediate conduct or behavior of said person or persons constitutes a disturbance of the public peace, as defined
in the Sections 121 and 122 of Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. No person, after a demand to exit
is made by the operator or any agent or employee of WMATA or the County, shall remain on a public passenger
vehicle or in a rail transit station.
(CB-5-1975; CB-78-1986)
Sec. 20A-104. - Penalty.
Any person who violates any of the provisions of Section 20A-102 or any person who violates Section 20A-103
by boarding a vehicle or failing to leave a vehicle, when so directed by an agent or employee of the carrier, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine of not less than Ten Dollars
($10.00) nor more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for a first offense; and not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor
more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or up to ten (10) days in jail, or both, for each second or subsequent
offense.
(CB-5-1975; CB-73-1981; CB-78-1986)
Sec. 20A-105. - Prohibited stopping.
No person shall, when having no right to do so, nor a good faith reason to believe he has such right: stop,
impede, interfere with, or open the doors of a public passenger vehicle, or otherwise obstruct the operation of
transit facilities or public passenger vehicles.
(CB-91-1983; CB-78-1986)
Sec. 20A-106. - Penalty.
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Any person who willfully violates the provisions of Section 20A-105 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine of up to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or up to six (6)
months in jail, or both.
(CB-91-1983)
Sec. 20A-107. through Sec. 20A-200. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 20A-201. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division:
(1)
An Annual Compliance Report is the monitoring report prepared by the TMA or other designated entity, which
includes employee surveys and vehicle trip generation. The purpose of the report is to attest to the success or
failure of strategies which have been implemented to reduce vehicle trips.
(2)
Area Master Plan is the current approved local plan for the physical development of a particular planning area,
combination of planning areas, or parts of planning areas, as set forth in the Regional District Act.
(3)
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (CAAA) is an amendment to the Clean Air Act of 1977, which requires
reductions in certain emissions generated by mobile (vehicle) and stationary (buildings, smoke stacks, etc.)
means to levels which are below the National Ambient Air Quality Standard by specified dates.
(4)
An employee is any person who is employed on a full-time basis, and who arrives or leaves the work site during
either of the A.M. or P.M. peak periods.
(5)
Guidelines are the "Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of Development Proposals," as adopted by
the Planning Board.
(6)
Nonattainment Area is a geographic location designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in
which emissions of certain chemical compounds exceed acceptable limits established by the EPA under the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.
(7)
Peak periods are the time periods of 6:30 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. and 3:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M.
(8)
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State Implementation Plan is a plan required by the CAAA to demonstrate what legally enforceable measures
will be used to reduce emissions to a point within an acceptable range established by the U.S. EPA for the
region.
(9)
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) is a process or procedure intended to reduce vehicle trips during
specified periods of the day. This includes, but is not limited to, such strategies as car and van pools, transit use
incentives, parking fees and disincentives, improved pedestrian and bicycle access and facilities.
(10)
A Transportation Demand Management Agreement (TDMA) is a written agreement between the Transportation
Demand Management Technical Advisory Committee, as agent for the Prince George's County Planning Board,
and a Transportation Management Association or other designated entity, which specifies the amount of vehicle
trips to be reduced and the procedures by which these trips will be reduced.
(11)
A Transportation Demand Management District (TDMD) is a legally defined geographic area in which vehicle
trip reduction procedures, strategies, and programs are required.
(12)
A Transportation Demand Management Plan (TDMP) is a document developed by a Transportation
Management Association, or other entity required to reduce vehicle trips, which identifies programs and
strategies which will be implemented by the property owner to satisfy the trip reduction requirements of the
TDM District.
(13)
Transportation Demand Management Technical Advisory Committee (TDMTAC) is a technical staff committee,
established by the Planning Board, composed of transportation professionals who advise the County Council, the
Planning Board, and interested parties concerning issues related to vehicle trip reduction.
(14)
Transportation Management Association (TMA) is an entity established by property owners which is tasked with
reducing vehicle trips within a TDMD through the use of programs, strategies, and other means.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-202. - Purpose.
The purpose of Transportation Demand Management (TDM) is to reduce vehicle trip generation of existing and
proposed developments during peak periods and, indirectly, on a daily basis. Reduction of peak-period and daily
vehicle trips will reduce hydrocarbon, nitrogen dioxide, and carbon dioxide emissions created by motor vehicle
use. Reduction in vehicle-generated emissions is a requirement of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. It is
imposed on the Metropolitan Washington Region. Maryland is part of that region, and must adopt a State
Implementation Plan which is developed by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments in
coordination with the State Air Agency (Maryland Department of the Environment, Air Management Division)
and the local governments within the Nonattainment Area. This State Implementation Plan must demonstrate
how these emissions will be reduced to a point within the acceptable range. TDM programs must be a combined
effort of both the public and private sectors, must be considered as early as possible during the land use planning
stage of master plan development, must be funded by various sources, must be visible and identifiable with
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marketable strategies and advocates within both the public and private sectors, and must be evaluated on a
periodic basis to determine the level of success.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-203. - Applicability.
(a)
The requirements of this Division shall apply to all property owners located within a TDMD who are employers,
or whose property is used by employers, who employ employees who arrive or depart during peak periods, and
who are either:
(1)
Located within any business park, shopping center, or other commercial or industrial development of five or
more acres, in separate or common ownership, which can be identified by one or more of the following
characteristics:
(A)
The development is known by a common name given to the project by its developer;
(B)
It is governed by a common set of covenants, conditions, or restrictions;
(C)
It was approved, or is to be approved, by the County; or
(D)
It is the subject of a single preliminary or final plat of subdivision; or
(2)
Located within any single or multitenant building or group of buildings, with a total of twenty-five (25) or more
employees on a single subdivided lot, which is not included in subparagraph (1), above.
(CB-61-1993)
SUBDIVISION 2. - ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS.
Sec. 20A-204. - Districts established through petition.
(a)
A Transportation Demand Management District may be established by the Council following submittal of a
petition to the Council to establish a TDMD, and evaluation of the requested TDMD by the Planning Board. The
petition request may be initiated by one or more of the entities listed in Subsection (b), below.
(b)
Petitioners may include any or all of the following:
(1)
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The County Executive;
(2)
The Planning Board;
(3)
Municipalities;
(4)
Civic or Homeowners' Associations or other community organizations; or
(5)
Developers.
(c)
The petition to the Council should include, at a minimum, the following information:
(1)
Location and boundaries of the proposed TDMD;
(2)
Intersections or interchanges which are operating at unacceptable Levels of Service, as defined in the
Guidelines;
(3)
Significant traffic generators within the proposed TDMD, such as:
(A)
Commercial development consisting of more than 250,000 square feet of gross floor area; or
(B)
Other commercial developments with at least twenty-five full-time employees.
(d)
Upon receipt of the petition, the Council shall direct the Planning Board to conduct a Transportation System
Capacity Analysis, as described below, within the proposed TDMD. This study shall be completed within ninety
(90) days of the Council's direction.
(e)
The Transportation System Capacity Analysis shall include the employment and population forecasts of the most
recently adopted and approved Area Master Plans for the proposed TDMD, or the adopted Cooperative Forecast,
and the transportation network of highways and transit facilities. This analysis may be conducted for selected
portions of the study area in those cases where excess traffic generation will result from specific nodes of
development activity, such as around areas targeted for redevelopment, METRO stations, or freeway
interchanges. The analysis area shall be no larger than that deemed necessary to maintain an adequate level of
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service, as defined in the Guidelines. Particular attention shall be paid to the fringes of proposed districts in
order to insure that no inequities occur.
(f)
When the Transportation System Capacity Analysis indicates a probable imbalance between travel demand
generated by existing and proposed land uses in relation to the planned capacity of the transportation network,
the Planning Board may recommend to the Council that a Transportation Demand Management District be
established to help achieve the desired balance. This recommendation shall include, at a minimum, the following
information:
(1)
Findings of fact;
(2)
Specific boundaries of the proposed TDMD;
(3)
Goals and objectives of the proposed TDMD;
(4)
Specific requirements, if any; and
(5)
One of the following mechanisms for implementation of the proposed TDMD:
(A)
The TDMD would be automatically implemented when 20% or more of the interchange and arterial
intersections within the proposed TDMD, which are examined annually, begin to operate at Level-of-Service E
(LOS E), as defined in the Guidelines; or,
(B)
The TDMD would be automatically implemented when 10% or more of the arterial intersections and
interchanges within the District begin to operate at Level-of-Service F (LOS F), as defined in the Guidelines,
whichever situation develops first; or,
(C)
The Council, at its discretion, may choose to implement the provisions at any time prior to the occurrence of the
events described above.
(g)
Following receipt of the Planning Board's recommendation, the Council shall schedule a joint public hearing
with the Planning Board regarding the establishment of the TDMD. Notice of the public hearing shall be given
to all property owners within the boundaries of the proposed TDMD and municipalities within one mile of the
proposed TDMD, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing, and shall be published in the County newspapers
of record.
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(h)
Following the conclusion of the public hearing, the Council shall indicate the time and date of its action to adopt,
modify, or reject the recommendations of the Planning Board. It may also elect to consider the matter of
declaring a TDMD as an issue to be considered during the update of the Area Master Plan. If the Council adopts
the petition by Council Resolution for the establishment of a TDMD, it must:
(1)
Notify all property owners located within the boundaries of the proposed TDMD to whom the requirements of
the TDMD are applicable, as set forth in (j), below, and municipalities within one mile of the proposed TDMD;
(2)
Establish a Transportation Demand Management Technical Advisory Committee, if it has not yet been
established;
(3)
Identify the goal of reduction of peak-period and/or daily vehicle trips; and
(4)
Identify the date by which compliance with the goals of the TDMD is projected.
(i)
An affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full Council shall be necessary to establish a TDMD if any municipality
in which the proposed district is located testifies in opposition to the establishment of the district.
(j)
Within ninety (90) days of the establishment of the TDMD, the Council shall notify all property owners to
whom the requirements of the TDMD are applicable, and indicate that these parties shall comply with the
objectives of trip reduction, or show cause why such compliance is not required. The notification shall include a
statement of goals and objectives of trip reduction, identification of the TDMD's boundaries, names and
addresses of contact persons within the TDMTAC, dates of the initiation of the TDMP, and required dates of
submission for Annual Compliance Reports.
(CB-61-1993; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 20A-205. - Districts established through the adoption of an Area Master Plan.
(a)
A Transportation Demand Management District may be established by the Council through the approval of an
Area Master Plan, based on existing and projected levels of service of transportation facilities, specifically
intersections and interchanges.
(b)
To establish a TDMD through approval of an Area Master Plan, the Planning Board shall, during its review of
the Master Plan, direct Planning Department staff to prepare a Transportation System Capacity Analysis. This
analysis shall include the proposed employment and population forecasts of the Area Master Plan, or the
Adopted Cooperative Forecast, and the transportation network of the Area Master Plan. The analysis may be
conducted for all or a portion of the Master Plan study area where excess traffic generation will result from
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specific nodes of development activity, such as around areas targeted for redevelopment, METRO stations, or
freeway interchanges. The area shall be no larger than that deemed necessary to maintain an adequate level of
service as defined in the Guidelines. Particular attention shall be paid to the fringes of proposed districts in order
to insure that no inequities occur.
(c)
When the Transportation System Capacity Analysis indicates a probable imbalance between travel demand
generated by existing and proposed land uses in relation to planned capacity of the transportation network, the
Planning Board may recommend to the Council that a Transportation Demand Management District be
established to help achieve the desired balance.
(d)
Following consultation with the Transportation Demand Management Technical Advisory Committee, the
Planning Board may recommend the establishment of a TDMD to the Council. The recommendation shall be
forwarded to the Council with all other considerations and recommendations for the approval of the Area Master
Plan. At a minimum, this recommendation shall include the following information:
(1)
Findings of fact;
(2)
Specific boundaries of the proposed TDMD;
(3)
Goals and objectives of the proposed TDMD;
(4)
Specific requirements, if any; and
(5)
One of the following mechanisms for implementation of the proposed TDMD:
(A)
The provisions would be automatically implemented when 20% or more of the interchange and arterial
intersections within the TDMD, which are examined annually, begin to operate at Level-of-Service E (LOS E),
as defined in the Guidelines;
(B)
The provisions would be automatically implemented when 10% or more of the arterial intersections and
interchanges within the TDMD begin to operate at Level-of-Service F (LOS F), as defined in the Guidelines,
whichever situation develops first; or,
(C)
The Council, at its discretion, may choose to implement the provisions at any time prior to the occurrence of the
events described above.
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(e)
The Council shall consider the recommendation of the Planning Board to establish a TDMD during its
deliberations on the Area Master Plan. Following approval of the Master Plan, the Council may establish, by
Council Resolution, the proposed TDMD.
(f)
An affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full Council shall be necessary to establish a TDMD if any municipality
in which the proposed district is located is in opposition to the establishment of the district.
(g)
Within ninety (90) days of the establishment of the TDMD, the Council shall notify all property owners to
whom the requirements of the TDMD are applicable, and indicate that these parties shall comply with the
objectives of trip reduction, or show cause why such compliance is not required. The notification shall include a
statement of goals and objectives of trip reduction, identification of the TDMD's boundaries, names and
addresses of contact persons within the TDMTAC, dates of the initiation of the TDMPs, and required dates of
submission for compliance reports.
(CB-61-1993)
SUBDIVISION 3. - IMPLEMENTATION OF DISTRICTS.
Sec. 20A-206. - Transportation Demand Management Plans.
(a)
Within six months of the date of notification of establishment of a TDMD, each property owner shall submit a
Transportation Demand Management Plan. At a minimum, these TDMPs must include the following
components:
(1)
Statement of the overall goal of trip reduction within the TDMD;
(2)
Identification of the members of the Transportation Management Association, including the Transportation
Demand Management Coordinator who will serve as the point of contact for the TMA;
(3)
Strategies for trip reduction, including quantified objectives which will reduce both vehicle trips and vehicle
generated emissions;
(4)
Existing daily and peak-period vehicle and employee trip generation for the property;
(5)
Proposed plan monitoring and evaluation procedures; and
(6)
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Proposed Transportation Demand Management Agreement.
(b)
The TDMTAC shall review each TDMP submitted for consistency with the goals of the TDMD, consistency
with the requirements of the enabling legislation, completeness, reasonableness, feasibility, ability to achieve the
quantified goal for trip reduction, and other issues, as appropriate. If the proposed TDMP is found to be
acceptable, the TDMTAC shall enter into an agreement with the property owner or designee. The Council shall
be advised of progress concerning the TDMA by the TDMTAC.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-207. - Transportation Demand Management Agreement.
(a)
The TDMA shall include the following:
(1)
Mandatory objectives for peak hour and/or daily vehicle trip reduction;
(2)
Specific strategies for compliance for vehicle trip reduction and, as appropriate, vehicle-generated emissions
reduction;
(3)
Procedures for periodic monitoring and plan evaluation; and
(4)
A statement indicating an understanding of Council actions resulting from noncompliance with the terms and
conditions of the TDMA.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-208. - Plan Monitoring and Evaluation.
(a)
The TMA, or other responsible entity identified in the TDMA, shall monitor the performance of the various
TDM programs on a quarterly basis and shall advise the property owners concerning their compliance with the
stated objectives of the TDM plan as set forth in the signed TDMA. Reports of periodic monitoring and
evaluation of the TDMPs shall be provided to the Planning Department. Annual Compliance Reports shall be
provided to the Planning Board based on a schedule included in the TDMA.
(b)
At a minimum, the Annual Compliance Reports shall include the following items:
(1)
Statement of the TDMDs goals and a quantification of objectives for vehicle trip reduction and vehiclegenerated emissions reduction;
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(2)
Quantification of compliance with those stated objectives;
(3)
Identification of members of the TMA;
(4)
Daily and peak-period employee and vehicle trip generation prior to initiation of TDMP;
(5)
Circumstances which may have prevented compliance with stated objectives;
(6)
Recommendations for further actions or modifications;
(7)
Signed statement, under the penalties of perjury, indicating that the data presented is complete and accurate.
(c)
During the periodic update of Area Master Plans, the Planning Board shall review the levels of success and
measures of effectiveness in each of the TDMDs.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-209. - Evaluation of Compliance.
(a)
If the TDMA objectives have been found to be met after review of the Annual Compliance Report by the
Planning Board, no further action is required by the TMA, other than continued compliance, until submittal of
the next Annual Compliance Report.
(b)
If the TDMA objectives have not been met, a quarterly update will be required to be submitted to the Planning
Board, and the Council will be notified by the Planning Board. If the objectives are not met by the second
quarterly report, the Planning Board shall refer the matter to the TDMTAC and the Council.
(CB-61-1993)
Sec. 20A-210. - Actions for Noncompliance.
(a)
Upon a finding of noncompliance by the Planning Board, the Council may amend or modify programs or
objectives, notify the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to deny further building permits,
or refer the matter to the State's Attorney for legal remedies. The level of the action taken by the County Council
shall correspond with the degree and type of noncompliance, as described below.
(1)
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Where a property owner has attempted to meet the requirements of the agreement, but is unable to comply with
the mandated reduction levels, the Council, following a review of the monitoring reports by the TDMTAC and
any recommended modifications to the TDMP by the TDMTAC, may do the following:
(A)
Modify one or more of the trip-reduction strategies and require quarterly monitoring for a specified period.
(B)
Levy a noncompliance fee based on the cost of providing a public bus seat. The cost shall be reviewed annually
by the Planning Department staff. The fee shall be based on the daily cost per employee, and shall be collected
by the Department of Public Works and Transportation. This fee shall not exceed the annual operating cost plus
administrative fees, not to exceed 15%, for providing a 35-passenger bus, and shall be used to provide transit or
other trip-reduction programs within the TDMD. The fee may be reduced in cases of documentable mitigating
circumstances.
(C)
Notify the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to deny further building permits for the
subject property until further notice.
(2)
If, upon the advice of the Planning Board, a report is found to be fraudulent by means of willful falsification or
misrepresentation, or if any property owner located within the TDMD willingly fails or refuses to file the
required periodic compliance report and following review of the periodic monitoring reports and other necessary
trip-generation data by the TDMTAC, the Council may do the following:
(A)
Refer the matter to the Office of the State's Attorney, which shall determine whether to seek a criminal
complaint of perjury;
(B)
Impose the noncompliance fee as described in subparagraph (1)(B), above;
(C)
Notify the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to deny further building permits for the
subject property, until notification by the Council of its finding of completion of the following requirements:
(i)
Full payment of noncompliance fees to the County, for a period beginning with the adoption of the TDMD to the
date of determination of the falsification or refusal to submit a report, plus a 100% penalty; and
(ii)
Execution of a new TDMA which stipulates that the property owner must submit certified quarterly monitoring
reports, accurately attesting to compliance with the trip reduction levels established for the TDMD. Upon
execution of the new TDM Agreement, all punitive actions shall cease.
(CB-61-1993; CB-27-2014)
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Sec. 20A-211. - Appeal.
Any person adversely affected by the Council's decision to establish a Transportation Demand Management
District or its decision to impose sanctions for noncompliance with a Transportation Demand Management
Agreement has the right to appeal to the circuit court in accordance to the rules governing administrative
appeals. Any party to the proceeding in the circuit court aggrieved by the decision of the said court may appeal
from such decision to the Court of Special Appeals.
(CB-61-1993)
SUBDIVISION 4. - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES IMPROVEMENT FUND.
Sec. 20A-212. - Transportation Services Improvement Fund.
(a)
Definitions. In this Section:
(1)
Fund means the Transportation Services Improvement Fund established in this Section.
(2)
Transportation Network Services means "Transportation Network Services" as defined in Section 10-101 of the
Public Utilities Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
Fund established.
(1)
There is a Transportation Services Improvement Fund created to improve the delivery of:
(A)
bus service in the County; and
(B)
accessible transportation services in the County.
(2)
The Fund consists of:
(A)
all revenue from the surcharge imposed on transportation network services under this Section;
(B)
all funds appropriated to it by the County Council; and
(C)
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all funds received by the Fund from any other public or private entity.
(c)
Per-ride surcharge. There is a $0.25 surcharge on Transportation Network Services for each trip originating in
the County. The surcharge must be collected as provided in Section 10-406 of the Public Utilities Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(d)
Uses of the Fund. Disbursements from the Fund must be used to:
(1)
increase, but not supplant, existing funding for bus transportation services in the County, including, but not
limited to:
(A)
vehicle costs associated with the purchase, operation, and maintenance of County buses;
(B)
increased frequency of bus service in order to reduce wait times for transit riders for existing County bus routes;
(C)
the creation of new or expanded bus routes to serve transit riders in underserved areas in the County;
(D)
the retrofit of roads to accommodate bus service, including, but not limited to, dedicated bus lanes; or
(2)
offset the higher operational costs of accessible taxicab services for owners and operators, including, but not
limited to:
(A)
vehicle costs associated with purchasing and retrofitting an accessible vehicle;
(B)
extra fuel and maintenance costs associated with operating an accessible vehicle;
(C)
costs associated with receiving training in providing accessible transportation services; and
(D)
additional time involved in providing accessible taxicab services.
(e)
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Disbursements from the Fund. The County Executive shall by regulation establish the procedures for
determining when and how to make distributions from the Fund, subject to approval of such regulations by
resolution of the County Council.
(f)
The County Executive of Prince George's County shall prepare an annual report on the Transportation Services
Improvement Funds surcharge on or before December 1 of each fiscal year for the County Council of Prince
George's County, to include:
(1)
A detailed description of how the fees were expended; and
(2)
The amount of fees collected.
(CB-72-2015)
SUBTITLE 21. - REFUSE.
DIVISION 1. - REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.
SUBDIVISION 1. - REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.
Sec. 21-101. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division and in Division 3 of this Subtitle:
(1)
Approved recycling facility shall mean a County recycling facility or a private recycling facility so designated
by the County. An approved recycling facility may also be a materials recovery facility as defined in Section 21143(a)(22).
(2)
Approved solid waste acceptance facility shall mean a County solid waste acceptance facility or a private solid
waste acceptance facility so designated by the County.
(3)
Ashes shall mean the noncombustible residue from the burning of wood, coal, and other combustible materials
in homes, stores, institutions, and industrial establishments for the purpose of heating, cooking, and disposing of
waste combustible material, and, unless otherwise specified, does not include tin cans, scrap metal, and glass.
(4)
Commercial refuse shall mean the refuse from wholesale and retail stores, restaurants, hotels, motels, gas
stations, florists, beauty shops, barbershops, doctors' offices, variety stores, hardware stores, and other
enterprises of this nature.
(5)
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County recycling and disposal system shall mean the County's system for the recycling, management, and
disposal of solid waste and recyclable material at any County solid waste disposal acceptance facility or County
recycling facility or pursuant to any solid waste or recycling contract. The County recycling and disposal system
includes, but is not limited to:
(A)
County solid waste acceptance facilities and County recycling facilities;
(B)
Solid waste or recycling contracts;
(C)
All interests in or associated with real and personal property acquired, constructed, or operated by the County or
by other parties pursuant to solid waste or recycling contracts; and
(D)
All plants, systems, facilities, equipment, properties, rights, easements, or other interests in land necessary or
desirable for the operation of the County recycling and disposal system, including, but not limited to, facilities
for the recovery of useful products or materials from solid waste, the processing of solid waste and recyclable
material, and the sale of materials or products derived from solid waste and recyclable material.
(6)
County recycling facility shall mean a recycling facility as designated by the Department of the Environment in
accordance with Section 21-112.
(7)
County solid waste acceptance facility shall mean a solid waste acceptance facility as designated by the
Department of the Environment in accordance with Section 21-112.
(8)
Garbage shall mean the entrails or waste products of any animal, fish, or fowl; sludge; refuse animal or
vegetable matter from a kitchen, market, store, or abattoir; or any admixture of these materials with other refuse
or feeding material.
(9)
Hazardous and special waste shall mean hazardous solid and liquid wastes such as highly flammable materials;
explosives; pathological wastes; poisons; infectious wastes from doctors' offices such as syringes, patients'
specimens, discarded dressings, etc.; and radioactive materials.
(10)
Incineration shall mean the destruction by combustion, in which heat, not less than twelve hundred (1,200)
degrees Fahrenheit, is applied to all classes of waste material, within a properly designed plant approved by the
Department of the Environment.
(11)
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Industrial refuse shall mean solid waste material from factories, processing plants, and other manufacturing
enterprises, including putrescible garbage from food processing plants and slaughterhouses, condemned foods,
building rubbish, cinders from power plants, and manufacturing refuse.
(12)
Offal shall mean the waste animal matter from butcher and slaughter or packing houses.
(13)
Open dump shall mean any land publicly or privately owned, other than a sanitary landfill, on which there is
deposit and accumulation, either temporary or permanent, of any kind of organic or inorganic refuse.
(14)
Private solid waste acceptance facility shall mean a solid waste acceptance facility other than a County solid
waste acceptance facility which has been authorized by the Department of the Environment in accordance with
Section 21-112(b) to accept certain types of solid waste.
(15)
Recyclable material shall have the meaning set forth in Subsection 21-143(a)(30).
(16)
Recycling facility shall mean any facility that accepts recyclable materials for any recycling process,
compacting, or transfer to another recycling facility, including any materials recovery facility as defined in
Section 21-143(a)(22).
(17)
Refuse shall mean ashes, commercial and industrial refuse, garbage, rubbish, offal wastes of any type, and trash.
(18)
Refuse collection shall mean the removal and conveyance of refuse from temporary storage points to disposal
sites by municipalities, contractors, and others.
(19)
Refuse disposal shall mean the method of final disposition of refuse.
(20)
Refuse storage shall mean the temporary storage of refuse by households and commercial establishments, all of
which is produced on the premises where the refuse is stored.
(21)
Revenue bonds shall mean any bonds, notes, or other obligations of the County issued pursuant to Section 21137.05.
(22)
Rubbish shall mean all solid waste other than garbage, offal, and ashes from homes, hotels, stores, institutions,
markets, and other establishments; further classified as combustible (mostly paper, wood, and cloth) and
1881/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

noncombustible (metals, glass, and crockery).
(23)
Sanitary landfill shall mean a planned and systematic method of refuse disposal whereby the waste material is
placed in the earth in layers, then compacted and covered with earth or other approved cover material at the end
of each day's operation.
(24)
Sludge is defined as any and all residue, product, or by-product, whether solid, liquid, or otherwise and whether
treated or untreated of a waste water treatment facility or sewage treatment facility.
(25)
Solid waste acceptance facility shall mean any sanitary landfill, central processing facility, transfer station,
medical/pathological waste incinerator or any other type of facility that accepts solid waste for disposal,
treatment, processing, composting, compacting, or the transfer to another solid waste acceptance facility.
(26)
Solid waste disposal and recycling charges shall mean the charges established for use of the County recycling
and disposal system for the acceptance of solid waste and recyclable material.
(27)
Solid waste or recycling contract shall mean any contract or agreement executed by the County pursuant to
Section 21-137.04 which is necessary or desirable for the provision of the County recycling and disposal system.
Solid waste or recycling contracts include, but are not limited to, contracts and agreements that are necessary or
desirable for the acquisition, construction, operation, or maintenance of any portion of the County recycling and
disposal system or the furnishing of services by or to any portion of the County recycling and disposal system.
Solid waste or recycling contracts may provide for, among other things:
(A)
A County solid waste acceptance facility or a County recycling facility;
(B)
Disposal or processing services for solid waste or recyclable material;
(C)
Acquisition of real property, easements, or other real property interests or uses in furtherance of the County
recycling and disposal system;
(D)
Transportation of solid waste or recyclable material;
(E)
Sale or marketing of products generated by or realized from solid waste or recyclable material;
(F)
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Acquisition, construction, maintenance, repair, or operation of County solid waste acceptance facilities or
County recycling facilities and related improvements and equipment, including, but not limited to, facilities for
the processing of solid waste or recyclable material and other rights, interests, or services which are necessary or
desirable for the operation of the County recycling and disposal system.
(28)
Solid waste (refuse) shall mean all waste materials, combustible or noncombustible, from all public and private
establishments and residences, excluding those materials which are defined or designated as recyclable
materials, and including yard wastes, trash, rubbish, offal, industrial refuse, and commercial refuse, but not the
body excrements or rubble.
(29)
Trash shall mean rubbish and ashes.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967; CB-60-1974; CB-49-1984; CB-58-1989; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014; CB-12-2018)
Sec. 21-102. - Purpose.
It is the intent and purpose of this Division and Division 3 and the regulations passed pursuant to these Divisions
to protect the public health and safety of the citizens of the County by setting down minimum standards for the
storage, collection, transportation and disposal of solid wastes and recyclable material that originate in the
County, or which originate outside of the County, but are stored and transported or disposed of within this
County, and to provide for a system for the recycling, handling and disposal of such solid wastes and recyclable
material.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967; CB-57-1990)
Editor's note— CR-44-2002 adopted the County Executive's Recommended FY 2002-2011 Comprehensive
Ten Year Solid Waste Management Plan, repealing the Prince George's County 1998 Ten-Year Solid Waste
Management Plan.
Sec. 21-103. - Collection and disposal license; special license.
(a)
Any person, prior to initiating any recycling facility or solid waste acceptance facility or other system for the
collection, processing, or disposal of refuse or recyclable materials, or both, shall obtain a written license from
the Department of the Environment. No such license shall be issued unless the issuance of such license is in
conformity with the Zoning Ordinance of the County.
(b)
A special, limited license shall be issued for a sanitary landfill in which a single category or related categories of
industrial refuse, only, shall be buried. This license will limit the burial of refuse in a sanitary landfill to such
single category or related categories of industrial refuse, only, and will exclude the burial of commercial refuse,
garbage, offal, rubbish, trash, or any other sort of refuse other than the specified category of industrial refuse,
such as fly and bottom ash.
(c)
No person, except the employees of the County engaged in public work or persons under contract with the
County for public work, shall engage in collection, transportation or disposal of refuse without a written license
from the Department of the Environment.
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(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 3, as amended by Bill No. 37-1971, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-302014)
Sec. 21-103.01. - Deposit of solid waste.
(a)
The Director of the Department of the Environment may order that all persons dispose of solid waste solely at
any of the approved solid waste acceptance facilities. Any such order may specify the type, quantity, and
location of solid waste to be disposed of at solid waste acceptance facilities and such other limitations or
specifications as the Director may determine. It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of, dump, deposit, or
leave any solid waste or recyclable material within the County, on public or private property, in violation of any
order of the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(b)
This Section shall not apply to the following:
(1)
The temporary storage of solid waste or recyclable material at the premises where the solid waste or recyclable
material is produced; or
(2)
Private compost piles for the disposal of leaves and yard wastes originating on the property; or
(3)
Scrap metal (excluding food and beverage containers), and construction/demolition debris.
(CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-104. - Disposal license; procedure.
(a)
The applicant for a license for a new or existing recycling facility or solid waste acceptance facility or disposal
system or for an extension or alteration of such existing facilities or disposal system shall submit complete plats
drawn to scale showing the location of the area and specifications of the proposed method of operation to the
Department of the Environment.
(b)
The applicant, in the case of a sanitary landfill operation, shall also submit a completion maintenance bond, cash
or other security to warrant that the proposed fill will be maintained for a period of at least twelve (12) months
following completion. The amount of this bond required shall be sufficient to cover cost of repair and
maintenance and completion of a landfill during the licensed period.
(c)
Applications shall be reviewed by representatives of the Department of the Environment and the Health
Department. Representatives from these Departments shall make inspections of the equipment, disposal site and
other facilities and, provided the maintenance bond or other security is in order and if the Department of the
Environment determines the engineering of the proposed system to be satisfactory and the Health Department
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finds the proposed system to be safe, sanitary and satisfactory, a refuse disposal license shall be issued by the
Department of the Environment.
(d)
No license for a new recycling facility or solid waste acceptance facility or an extension of such existing
facilities shall be issued by the Department of the Environment if the issuance of the license will, in the opinion
of the Director of the Department of the Environment, violate any restriction on the issuance of licenses for solid
waste acceptance facilities or recycling facilities contained in any trust agreement or solid waste or recycling
contract entered into by the County pursuant to Section 21-137.04 or 21-137.06.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 3, as amended by Bill No. 37-1971, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-302014)
Sec. 21-105. - Collection license; procedure; general provisions applicable to licensees.
(a)
No solid waste or recyclable material shall be collected or transported within the County except by a collector or
hauler licensed by the Department of the Environment.
(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, an individual may transport his or her own
household solid waste or recyclable material to an approved recycling facility or an approved solid waste
acceptance facility in accordance with Section 21-109(f).
(c)
The applicant for a collection license shall submit to the Department of the Environment information on the
number, type, make, age, and capacity in cubic yards and tonnage of vehicles proposed to be employed in
collection service.
(d)
There shall be an inspection of solid waste collection equipment by the Health Officer. A collector's license shall
not be issued unless the applicant successfully demonstrates to the Health Officer during an inspection that all
collection equipment to be used by the applicant to perform solid waste collection and transportation services is
safe and otherwise capable of satisfying the requirements for the collection and transportation of solid waste in
the County.
(e)
Each collection license shall include the following conditions:
(1)
The licensee is required to comply with all applicable laws and regulations, including, but not limited to, laws
and regulations regarding the disposal of solid waste and recyclable materials; and
(2)
Failure to comply with all applicable laws and regulations is cause for revocation or suspension of all collection
licenses held by the licensee or any other licensee that is owned or controlled by:
(A)
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The violating licensee; or
(B)
Substantially the same persons or entities that own or control the violating licensee.
(f)
Any licensee who delivers solid waste or recyclable material to any facility or location other than an approved
recycling facility or an approved solid waste acceptance facility is subject to revocation or suspension of its
collection license as provided in Sections 21-110 and 21-111 and is also subject to the penalty for violations of
this Subtitle as provided in Section 21-125.
(g)
No holder of a collection license may assign by contract or otherwise the obligations and responsibilities
imposed by this Subtitle. If the licensee or any party acting on behalf of the licensee fails or refuses to collect,
transport and dispose of such solid waste or recyclable material as required by this Subtitle, then Section 21-110
shall apply.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 3; CB-37-1971; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-106. - License term.
Licenses issued under Section 21-104 shall be valid for one (1) year. They shall be renewed one (1) year from
the date of issuance.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 3; as amended by Bill No. 37-1971, Sec. 1)
Sec. 21-107. - License fees.
Reasonable license fees shall be established by the Council from time to time. Such fees shall be promulgated in
an appropriate order.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 3; as amended by Bill No. 37-1971, Sec. 1)
Sec. 21-108. - Transportation of garbage and sludge.
(a)
No sludge shall be transported in and through Prince George's County without the consent of the County Council
and the County Executive of Prince George's County, Maryland, following the receipt of comments and
recommendations from the Prince George's County Health Officer.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for trucks or any other vehicles to transport sludge from without the State of Maryland
and/or Prince George's County to within Prince George's County unless authority has first been granted for such
transport by the County Council and the County Executive of Prince George's County. The County Council and
the County Executive shall have authority to set reasonable standards and conditions regulating the movement of
sludge including the manner of its disposal, and to terminate and/or order corrections for any operations found to
be in violation thereof.
(c)
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The consent of the County Executive and County Council shall not be required under this Subsection for the
transportation of sludge to any site meeting the following conditions:
(1)
The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene has issued a permit for the subsoil injection of sludge on the site
for fertilizer purposes;
(2)
The transportation and site operation are performed under contract to, and are monitored by, the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission. Prior to permitting any site to be used, the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission shall examine the proposed haul route to the site and, where required by road or other conditions,
shall restrict the total number or frequency of arrival of trucks delivering sludge to the site.
(Laws 1941, ch. 746; Laws 1943, ch. 850; 1943 Code, Sec. 610; 1953 Code, Sec. 700; Laws 1967, ch. 380, Sec.
1; CB-60-1974; CB-82-1982; CB-57-1990)
Sec. 21-109. - Collection vehicles; registration; license fee.
(a)
All solid waste shall be transported over any public highway or street of the County only in vehicles equipped
with covered watertight, leak-proof bodies, or in metal containers with tight-fitting covers. The Health Officer
shall have the power and authority to establish standards for and inspect the vehicles that are used for the
purpose of hauling solid waste. All collection vehicles shall be kept clean so as to minimize odor and prevent
insect breeding and rodent feeding.
(b)
For each vehicle used in the collection or transportation of solid waste or recyclable material by a collection
licensee, there shall be issued a registration card by the Department of the Environment which shall contain the
name of the vehicle owner, the description and serial number of the vehicle and a refuse collection vehicle
license number.
(c)
No solid waste collection vehicle shall be registered until inspected by the Health Officer and found to be in
compliance with the requirements of this Subtitle.
(d)
Any vehicle found to be in an unsafe physical, mechanical, or sanitary condition is subject to the suspension or
revocation of its registration in accordance with Sections 21-110 and 21-111. The Health Officer shall have the
power and authority to establish additional standards for the inspection of vehicles used for the collection or
transportation of solid waste, and the failure of a vehicle to satisfy such standards may result in the revocation or
suspension of its registration in accordance with Sections 21-110 and 21-111.
(e)
The owner of each collection or transportation vehicle registered under this Section shall pay an annual
registration and inspection fee established by regulation of the Department of the Environment from time to time
for each vehicle registered.
(f)
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No person may collect or transport solid waste or recyclable material in any vehicle that has not been registered
in accordance with this Section, provided that an individual may transport his or her own household solid waste
or recyclable material to an approved recycling facility or an approved solid waste acceptance facility in a
vehicle equipped with a covered, water-tight, leak-proof body or in leak-proof plastic bags.
(g)
Any person subject to an order issued pursuant to Section 21-103.01 or 21-146 who transports solid waste or
recyclable material to any facility for the acceptance or disposal of such material in violation of any order issued
pursuant to Section 21-103.01 or 21-146 is subject to suspension or revocation of the registration of all vehicles
owned or operated by such person in accordance with the revocation and suspension procedures set forth in
Sections 21-110 and 21-111.
(h)
Vehicle registrations issued under this Section shall be valid for one (1) year and issued on a schedule
established by the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(Laws 1941, ch. 746; Laws 1943, ch. 850; 1943 Code, Sec. 610, 1953 Code, Sec. 700; Laws 1967, ch. 380, Sec.
1; CB-60-1974; CB-106-1979; CB-44-1985; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-110. - Inspections; license and registration revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew; report.
(a)
The Health Officer or the Health Officer's agents, or a representative of the Department of the Environment,
shall make such inspections of containers, vehicles, and other facilities used in the collection, storage, and
disposal of solid waste as they deem fit. The Director of the Department of the Environment or his designee may
inspect containers, vehicles, and other facilities used in the collection, storage, processing, and transporting of
recyclable materials. If, in the opinion of the inspector, an applicant or any other person has violated any of the
terms of the license or vehicle registration, this Division, or the regulations adopted pursuant to this Division,
then the inspector shall inform the violator in writing of the nuisance, hazard, or violation that exists, and allow
reasonable time to correct the violations.
(b)
If the violator fails to make the necessary corrections, then the Department of the Environment shall have
authority to revoke or suspend any license or registration issued pursuant to this Division in accordance with
Section 21-111. In addition, the Health Officer or agent or a representative of the Department of the
Environment shall report any criminal violations of this Division to the State's Attorney's Office and any other
violations to the County Attorney's Office for appropriate action.
(c)
The Director of the Department of the Environment may refuse to renew or may suspend or revoke any license
or registration issued under this Subtitle in accordance with Section 21-111, or may take such other remedial
action as he may deem necessary upon a finding that the holder of the license or registration has violated any
provision of this Subtitle, including any order requiring the delivery of solid waste or recyclable material
generated or to be disposed of in the County to an approved recycling facility or an approved solid waste
disposal facility.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 4; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-111. - Procedure for revocation, suspension, or nonrenewal of license.
(a)
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In addition to the other penalties provided for under this Subtitle, the license or registration of any person who
violates the provisions of this Subtitle or the regulations promulgated hereunder may be suspended or revoked,
or the renewal of such license or registration may be refused, in accordance with the following provisions:
(1)
For an initial violation, the Director of the Department of the Environment may issue a warning notice advising
the person of the violation.
(2)
If a warning notice was issued for a prior violation, for a second violation the Director of the Department of the
Environment may suspend a license or registration for thirty (30) days.
(3)
If a warning notice was issued and a license or registration was suspended for prior violations, the Director of
the Department of the Environment may revoke a license or registration or refuse to renew a license or
registration.
(b)
For any violation which the Director of the Department of the Environment finds is a risk or threat of danger to
the public health, safety, or welfare, the Director may either refuse to renew or may suspend or revoke a license
or registration without following the procedures set forth in Subsection (a).
(c)
A written notice of warning or a written notice of revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew or other action
affecting a license or registration must be mailed by certified mail or delivered in person to the address shown on
the application, license, or registration. The notice must inform the applicant or the holder of the license or
registration of a right to a hearing before the Director of the Department of the Environment or his designee. The
holder of the license or registration must request a hearing under this Section within thirty (30) calendar days
after the notice is issued. A request for a hearing does not stay the operation of the revocation, suspension, or
other action taken by the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(d)
If public health or safety is in immediate danger, prior notice is not required but must be given as promptly as
practicable.
(e)
After giving notice under Subsection (c), the Director of the Department of the Environment may revoke the
registration of a vehicle owned or operated by the holder of a license found to be in violation of this Subtitle or
the regulations promulgated hereunder until the holder of the license puts the vehicle in compliance with the
provisions of this Subtitle or the regulations promulgated hereunder or otherwise corrects the violation. Except
as provided in Section 21-105(e)(2), the revocation of the registration of a particular vehicle shall not otherwise
affect the license issued under this Subtitle or the registration of complying vehicles owned or operated by the
holder of the license.
(f)
If a license or registration of a person has been revoked, the holder of the license or registration is not eligible to
apply for a new license or registration for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of revocation; provided,
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however, that the registration of a particular registered vehicle shall be reinstated immediately upon the
correction of all violations with respect to such vehicle.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 5; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-112. - Approved recycling facilities and solid waste acceptance facilities.
(a)
The Department of the Environment may designate any recycling facility or solid waste acceptance facility that
is owned or operated by the County or by a contractor of the County pursuant to a solid waste or recycling
contract as a County recycling facility or a County solid waste acceptance facility.
(b)
The Department of the Environment may designate any recycling facility or solid waste acceptance facility that
is not owned or operated by the County or by a contractor of the County pursuant to a solid waste or recycling
contract as a private recycling facility or private solid waste acceptance facility. The designation of any private
recycling facility or private solid waste acceptance facility must be consistent with any restrictions contained in
any trust agreement or solid waste or recycling contract entered into by the County pursuant to Section 21137.04 or 21-137.06 and the County's obligations under the County's comprehensive solid waste management
plan adopted in accordance with Section 9-505 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
Designation of a facility as a private recycling facility or private solid waste acceptance facility does not create a
contractual or agency relationship between the owner, operator, or user of the facility and the County. The
County by such designation assumes no liability or responsibility for the operations of the facility or injuries or
damages arising from, or as a result of, the design, construction, operation, or use of the facility or designation of
the facility as a private recycling facility or a private solid waste acceptance facility.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 6; CB-49-1984; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-113. - Storage of refuse.
(a)
All persons shall keep their premises free from accumulations of improperly stored refuse.
(b)
All garbage shall be stored in approved commercially available type containers with tight fitting lids.
(c)
The occupant of any premises shall be responsible for the sanitary condition of the premises occupied by him.
No person shall place, deposit, or allow refuse to be placed or deposited on his premises, except as designated by
the terms of this Division and in the regulations adopted pursuant to this Division. If the property is occupied by
other than the owner, the tenant shall be responsible for the property assigned to him. The owner shall be
responsible for the portions of the property not leased to the tenant and under his control.
(d)
The following requirements apply to curbside collection of trash and recyclable materials:
(1)
Trash and recycling containers may be put at the curb for collection after 6:00 p.m. the day prior to the
scheduled collection and must be removed from the curb the day of the scheduled collection.
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(2)
Trash must be placed in a metal or tough plastic container with handles and a tight-fitting lid, with a maximum
weight of 60 lbs.
(3)
A maximum of one opaque plastic bag not within a trash container that can be picked up and carried without
tearing and securely tied at the top to prevent spillage may be used per residence per collection.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 8; CB-66-2017; CB-12-2018)
Sec. 21-114. - Refuse collection and transportation.
(a)
All collection vehicles shall be sufficiently watertight to prevent the loss of any liquid from waste matter.
(b)
All open type vehicles shall be covered between points of collection and place of disposal by heavy canvas or
metal to preclude odors and refuse from escaping onto the streets and adjacent areas.
(c)
Collection points shall be left clean and free of debris, trash and other refuse after refuse is collected.
(d)
All collection vehicles shall be kept cleaned so as to minimize odor and prevent insect breeding and rodent
feeding.
(e)
Any person who contracts to collect and dispose of refuse and garbage with any other person in this County shall
be bound by the terms of his agreement and shall collect and dispose of the refuse and garbage. In the event one
(1) of the contracting parties fails or refuses to collect and dispose of such refuse and garbage without a
justifiable reason or excuse, then Section 21-111 shall apply. The Health Officer may revoke the general
collection license of the violator if, in his opinion, revocation would promote the purpose and intent of this
Division.
(f)
In special taxing areas and in special improvement districts and urban areas outside of incorporated
municipalities, the County may collect refuse from single-residence dwellings; duplex residence dwellings and
triplex residence dwellings. The County may contract with private individuals, associations and corporations in
order to provide refuse collection service. The Department of the Environment shall be authorized to adopt
regulations governing refuse collection services so long as the regulations comply with Section 21-120.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 9; CB-49-1984; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-115. - Disposal of refuse; hog feeding regulations.
(a)
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All garbage-feeding hog farms shall meet the minimum requirements, including pasteurization, of the State
Board of Agriculture.
(b)
No garbage shall be fed to hogs except in concrete or other watertight containers. The feed containers shall be
washed and cleaned at least once in every twenty-four (24) hours. No such feeding place shall be located closer
than two thousand (2,000) feet of any residence, except the residence of the owner or tenant on such farm where
feeding places are established, public highway or public building. Any residue in these containers for feeding
purposes, and not devoured by the hogs, shall be disposed of by incineration, plowing under or burial within
twenty-four (24) hours after any one (1) feeding.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 10; Gen. Res. No. 31-1967)
Sec. 21-116. - Reserved.
Sec. 21-117. - Burial method of disposal.
(a)
The operation of open dumps is prohibited.
(b)
Any person disposing or contemplating the disposal of refuse by burying shall comply with the following
requirements. Every sanitary landfill shall be located in an area at least 500 acres in size. Every sanitary landfill
shall consist of a planned and systematic method of refuse disposal whereby the waste material is placed so that
it is thoroughly compacted and covered at the end of each day's operation, with at least six (6) inches of
compacted natural soil, earth, or other nonflammable, nonputrescible material acceptable to the Department of
the Environment. A buffer of at least 500 feet between neighboring property lines and the outermost perimeter of
landfill cells or a buffer of at least 750 feet between neighboring residences and the outermost perimeter of
landfill cells, whichever is the greater, must be maintained. The buffer must contain appropriate screening,
vegetation, berms, and fencing sufficient to substantially shield the landfill from view by surrounding residents.
The Department of the Environment shall develop landfill site selection and screening criteria for the Council's
adoption in the County's Comprehensive Ten Year Solid Waste Management Plan. These criteria may provide
for variances from the strict application of the buffer and acreage requirements when site conditions warrant.
When the fill is completed, a covering of at least twenty-four (24) inches of compacted natural soil, earth, or
other nonflammable, nonputrescible material, acceptable to the Department of the Environment, shall be
provided. In case of specialized sanitary landfills licensed for a specific industrial refuse disposal, the thickness
and type of daily cover, frequency of application, the thickness of final covering of the completed fill, and the
type of materials to satisfy both daily and final cover requirements, must be acceptable to the Department of the
Environment. The completed sanitary landfill shall blend with the ground, shall not rise above the height of
visual and noise buffers, shall not cause a dust nuisance, and there shall be no further use for disposal purposes
after completion. Access shall be prohibited until further authorized construction begins.
(c)
Disposal by burial on owner's property shall be conducted subject to the approval of the Health Officer.
(d)
The acreage requirement and the buffer footage requirement set forth in this Section shall not be applicable to
the designated sanitary landfill facilities contained in Chapter Four, Section II, A and B, of the FY 1992-2001
Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan as adopted by CR-44-1992.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 10; Gen. Res. No. 31-1967; CB-37-1971; CB-49-1984; CB-10-1993; CB-30-2014)
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Sec. 21-118. - Restricted entry to sanitary landfills.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle onto the premises of a sanitary landfill as defined in Section
21-101 of this Code for the purpose of dumping its load, unless the load is covered or secured as required by
Sections 24-106, 24-106.01, or 24-106.02 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
For the purposes of this Section, the term sanitary landfill shall include every sanitary landfill either licensed
under the provisions of this Subtitle or operated by a public department, municipality, commission, district, or
other governmental agency.
(CB-73-1972, 6/6/72; CB-8-1978)
Sec. 21-119. - Hazardous and special wastes disposal.
The disposal of hazardous and special wastes shall be resolved by consultation with, and subject to, the approval
of the Health Officer.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 10; Gen. Res. No. 31-1967)
Sec. 21-119.01. - Statement of policy and legislative findings.
(a)
The County Council, after public hearings and due deliberation, makes the following legislative findings:
(1)
The regular, uninterrupted, and efficient removal of refuse, trash, and waste from residences within the County is
necessary to prevent nuisances, to prevent the introduction of contagious diseases, and to prevent the incursion
of vermin in the County.
(2)
The need to provide for efficient, uninterrupted refuse collection service exists throughout the County and is
especially acute in the more densely populated urban and suburban areas of the County.
(3)
To ensure the continuity of efficient refuse collection services and thereby to protect and promote the public
safety, health, comfort and welfare by preventing nuisances and offensive odors, preventing the creation of
harborages for vermin, and preventing conditions conducive to the development or introduction of infectious
diseases, it is necessary:
(A)
To provide for limitations on the number of residences which may be served by any one contractor;
(B)
To provide for the bidding, award, and extension of contracts for the provision of refuse collection services; and
(C)
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To authorize the Purchasing Agent to extend or rebid refuse collection contracts in appropriate circumstances,
where such action will best protect and promote the public health, safety, comfort and welfare by insuring the
uninterrupted availability of efficient refuse collection services.
(CB-35-1987)
Sec. 21-120. - Adoption of regulations; notice.
(a)
The Department of the Environment shall have the authority to make any regulations, provided such regulations
will carry out and promote the intent and purpose as stated in Section 21-102. Such regulations shall be fair and
reasonable, and the consent of the Council shall be obtained before such regulations are promulgated.
(b)
The Department of the Environment, before issuing any regulations, shall send a copy of the proposed
regulations to all known interested governmental agents or participating parties who may have an interest in the
proposed regulations. The Council shall publish notice of intent to issue regulations on a given subject matter in
the authorized County newspapers for thirty (30) days prior to the issuance of the regulations. The Department
of the Environment shall invite comments, ideas and suggestions, if any, but the Department shall have authority
to make regulations so long as such regulations are made in compliance with Section 21-102 and this Section.
(c)
The County purchasing agent shall have the authority to award refuse collection contracts with the County. The
following limitations shall apply to such contracts:
(1)
All County refuse collection contracts exceeding sixty (60) days' duration must be awarded subsequent to
competitive bidding;
(2)
For contracts of a duration of sixty (60) days or less, no single company, corporation, firm or individual may be
awarded more than one such contract per service area per year; and
(3)
In the event that a company, corporation, firm or individual under contract is in default, the Purchasing Agent
may negotiate replacement service without competitive bidding for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days.
(4)
Contracts awarded under this Section shall be for an initial term of up to seven (7) years. After the first year of
the contract term and each year thereafter, the Purchasing Agent shall adjust the unit price, to become effective
on each anniversary date of the contract, in accordance with the following requirement: The price established in
the contract shall be adjusted annually in direct relationship to the change, if any, in the appropriate Consumer
Price Index for the Washington Metropolitan Area using the latest January index figures for the preceding
calendar year.
(5)
In the event that any law, regulation or administrative order or judicial order increases or decreases the charges
for use of any solid waste acceptance facility or any other government based cost, the Purchasing Agent shall
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adjust the price when the Purchasing Agent determines, in his sole discretion, that such ordinance, regulation or
order has a direct impact on the contractor's cost of performance of the contract. The Purchasing Agent shall
make adjustments in the unit price of any contract awarded under this Section, without regard to the anniversary
date of the contract.
(d)
Notwithstanding the above, no contract shall be awarded which would result in any one company, corporation,
firm, or individual having contracts for the collection, removal, and disposition of trash and garbage if the
company, corporation, firm, or individual would thereafter be responsible for servicing more than twenty-five
percent (25%) of all residences serviced through County refuse collection contracts. The definition of the words
company, corporation, firm, or individual shall include all recognized subsidiaries of any company, corporation,
firm, or individual awarded or currently holding a County refuse collection contract pursuant to this Subtitle.
(e)
Refuse collection contracts awarded under the provisions of this Subsection shall be deemed personal to the
company, corporation, firm, or individual and shall not be transferred or delegated without the prior written
consent of the Purchasing Agent.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 14; CB-90-1975; CB-15-1980; CB-49-1984; CB-35-1987; CB-57-1990; CB-501995; CB-30-2014)
Editor's note— Chapter 44, 1987 Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland, Sections 3, 4, and 5 (CB-351987), contain provisions relating to the extension of existing refuse collection contracts. Chapter 10, 1995 Laws
of Prince George's County, Maryland, (CB-22-1995) amended Section 5.
Sec. 21-121. - Exemption of specified municipalities.
(a)
Except with regard to waste stream control as provided in Sections 21-103.01 and 21-146, and sludge transport
as provided in Section 21-108, incorporated municipalities existing in the County on September 24, 1967, are
exempted from all provisions of this Division, including Section 21-109, provided such municipalities had an
existing refuse collection or disposal system on the aforesaid date.
(b)
The Director of the Department of the Environment shall grant exemptions from the requirements of any order
issued under Sections 21-103.01 and 21-146, on a first-come, first-served basis, for recyclable materials,
excluding yard wastes, that are collected, processed, or disposed of under any program operated by, or on behalf
of, any incorporated municipality upon the request of such incorporated municipality, provided that the total
amount of such recyclable material for which exemptions are granted under this Section in any year shall not
exceed 15,000 tons.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 15; CB-76-1978; CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-122. - Disposal of refuse transported from outside the County.
(a)
No person shall dispose of refuse transported from outside the County at any solid waste acceptance facility in
the County which is owned or operated by the County.
(b)
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No person shall dispose of refuse transported from outside the County at any solid waste acceptance facility in
the County which is owned or operated by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(Laws 1941, ch. 746; Laws 1943, ch. 850; 1943 Code, Sec. 610; 1953 Code, Sec. 700; Laws 1967, ch. 380, Sec.
1; CB-60-1974; CB-54-1983; CB-74-1983)
Sec. 21-123. - Site development/Environmental Surcharge.
(a)
There is hereby established a site development/environmental surcharge, payable to the County, for the purpose
of funding acquisition, development, expansion, preservation, and maintenance of solid waste management sites
and facilities in the County and costs associated with the environmental impact thereof and other public
purposes related to the environmental improvement of the County.
(b)
This surcharge shall be set in accordance with the provisions of Section 21-137.01 of this Code.
(c)
The operator of each landfill shall collect the fees and transmit them to the County in accordance with such
procedures as may be established by the Chief Administrative Officer.
(d)
No funds collected pursuant to this Section shall be expended for any purpose except those listed below:
(1)
The reimbursement of the advance land acquisition fund for the purchase of land to provide for expansion or
buffering of existing solid waste acceptance facilities or to provide sites for new solid waste acceptance
facilities.
(2)
Studies to design programs to better control or eliminate disposal of special wastes as defined in the County
Comprehensive Ten Year Solid Waste Management Plan and hazardous wastes within the County.
(3)
Public information programs aimed at informing County residents and waste haulers of the proper techniques for
solid waste disposal and of items which may not be disposed at a landfill or other solid waste acceptance facility.
(4)
Provision for intensive monitoring of wastes arriving at waste acceptance facilities within the County.
(5)
Development and implementation of a program to monitor the air and water pollution effects of active and
completed landfills and rubble fills within the County.
(6)
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Construction of a new access road into the Brown Station Road Sanitary Landfill which does not require that
waste haulers travel on Brown Station Road.
(7)
Planning of a new access route to the Sandy Hill Creative Disposal Project which will reduce the impact of truck
traffic on the Old Bowie area.
(8)
Provide regular roadway cleanup on nearby access roads to solid waste acceptance facilities within the County.
(9)
Development and implementation of programs relating to environmental improvement in the County limited to
litter removal, blight abatement, beautification, and code enforcement.
(10)
Planning new solid waste acceptance facilities.
(11)
Provide property tax credits to eligible persons.
(12)
Such other purposes as may be approved by Resolution of the County Council, upon request of the County
Executive.
(e)
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to rubble fills as defined in Section 21-126 or to landfills accepting
only fly ash and/or bottom ash produced by a franchised utility serving Prince George's County.
(CB-52-1983; CB-37-1987; CB-69-1989; CB-69-1992; CB-65-1994)
Editor's note— CR-2-1985 approved the expenditure of $2,500,000 from the site development/environmental
surcharge for financing the methane gas power system. An annual progress report is required. Reimbursement of
the Land Reclamation Enterprise Fund is required by the end of Fiscal Year 1992.
Sec. 21-124. - Conflict of provisions.
If any provision of part of a provision of this Division or the regulations adopted pursuant to this Division are in
conflict with any other ordinance, including but not limited to water pollution, air pollution or the Fire Code of
the County, then the provision of any such water pollution, air pollution or Fire Code existing on September 24,
1967, or enacted subsequently shall control.
(Gen. Res. No. 24-1967, Sec. 12)
Sec. 21-125. - Penalty.
Any person found in violation of this Division 1 shall be liable to a civil fine not to exceed one-thousand dollars
(1,000.00). Each day of violation shall constitute a separate violation. The County Attorney shall be authorized
to prosecute a violation of this Division by instituting a civil proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction. The
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court, upon a finding of a violation, may impose a civil fine, in addition to the granting of any other relief
authorized by law.
(Laws 1941, ch. 746; Laws 1943, ch. 850; 1943 Code, Sec. 610; 1953 Code, Sec. 700; Laws 1967, ch. 380, Sec.
1; CB-60-1974; CB-138-1978)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SOLID WASTE, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING ADVISORY
COMMISSION.
Sec. 21-125.01. - The Prince George's County Solid Waste, Resource Management and Recycling Advisory
Commission; established.
The Prince George's County Solid Waste, Resource Management and Recycling Advisory Commission
("Commission") is established to provide community input, guidance and advice to the County Executive and
County Council on matters relating to solid waste, resource management and recycling management within the
County.
(CB-84-2004; CB-87-2012)
Sec. 21-125.02. - Powers and duties of Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the power and duty to:
(1)
Review and offer recommendations on the ten-year solid waste management plan for the County;
(2)
Investigate, prepare fiscal impact statements, and make recommendations on systematic programs and
alternative methods, both public and private, for the storage, collection, transportation, processing, disposal and
resource recovery of solid waste, including sludge;
(3)
Evaluate the impact of the solid waste management program on citizens, institutions, businesses and industries
throughout the County;
(4)
Recommend methods to assure public involvement in solid waste planning and develop educational programs to
inform the public on all aspects of solid waste management;
(5)
Recommend local and state legislation necessary to accomplish effective solid waste management;
(6)
Review and comment on the annual County budget for solid waste activities; and
(7)
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Submit to the County Executive and County Council, and make available to the general public, an annual report
of the activities of the Commission.
(CB-84-2004)
Sec. 21-125.03. - Commission composition; term; officers.
(a)
The Commission shall be composed of fifteen (15) members appointed by the County Executive and subject to
the confirmation by the County Council. At least five (5) of the appointments, one of whom shall be designated
as the vice chairman, shall be selected from a list of persons submitted by the County Council. One (1) exofficio member may be appointed by the County Executive and one (1) ex-officio member may be appointed by
the County Council. Members shall be selected so as to represent broad geographic areas of the County, the solid
waste industry, business users, environmental, public health and civic community and the general public, at least
one member shall be appointed from the communities surrounding the Brown Station Road landfill.
(b)
The term of office for each member shall be three (3) years; however, the terms of the initial appointments shall
be staggered with five (5) members appointed to three (3) year terms, five (5) members appointed to two (2)
year terms, and five (5) members appointed to one (1) year terms.
(c)
The County Executive shall designate two (2) members to serve as chairman and vice chairman. The
Commission members shall elect annually from their own membership such other officers as it deems necessary.
Staff support shall be provided by the Department of the Environment.
(CB-84-2004; CB-87-2012; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-125.04. - Meetings.
The Commission shall meet in public session at least quarterly during the calendar year.
(CB-84-2004; CB-87-2012)
DIVISION 2. - CONSTRUCTION-DEMOLITION FILLS.
Sec. 21-126. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division:
(1)
Architect shall mean a person duly registered or authorized to practice architecture in the State and qualified to
prepare grading plans and specifications.
(2)
Bedrock shall mean the solid undisturbed rock in place either at the ground surface or beneath surface soil
deposits.
(3)
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Borrow pit shall mean the source of earth or bank-run sand and gravel from below the ground surface by open
pit excavation as a single incident on a site for use at a specific construction site elsewhere, or in conjunction
with rubble fill.
(4)
Class I fill shall mean load-bearing fills proposed for support of buildings, walls and other structures, the
functions thereof which would be substantially impaired by settlement.
(5)
Class II fill shall mean load-bearing fills proposed for support of roadways, pavements, rigid utility lines, house
connections and structures which would not be substantially impaired by moderate settlement.
(6)
Class III fill shall mean common fill proposed for landscaping or for other nonload bearing usage.
(7)
Compaction shall mean densification of a soil or rock fill by mechanical or other acceptable procedures.
(8)
Embankment or fill shall mean deposit of soil, rock or other materials placed by man.
(9)
Engineering geology shall mean the application of geological data and principles to engineering problems
dealing with naturally occurring rock and soil, for the purpose of assuring that geological factors are recognized
and adequately interpreted in engineering practice.
(10)
Erosion shall mean the process by which the ground surface natural or developed, is worn away by the action of
wind or water or both.
(11)
Excavation or cut shall mean an act or series of acts by which soil or rock is cut into, dug, quarried, uncovered,
removed, disposed or relocated and shall include the conditions resulting therefrom.
(12)
Existing grade shall mean the vertical location of the existing ground surface prior to excavating or filling.
(13)
Fifty-year flood plain shall mean that area which would be inundated by storm runoff or flood water equivalent
to that which would occur with a flood of fifty (50) year recurrence frequency in the watershed.
(14)
Finished or proposed grade shall mean the final grade or elevation of the ground, drainage or surface structures,
conforming to the proposed design.
(15)
1900/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Grading shall mean any stripping, excavating, filling, stockpiling or any combination thereof, including the
conditions resulting therefrom.
(16)
Grading permit shall mean a permit issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement,
authorizing work to be performed under Article 22, entitled "Grading, Drainage, and Erosion Control," of the
Building Code.
(17)
Load-bearing fill shall mean fill placed in a controlled manner to support structural foundations, vehicular
traffic, or any facility or earthwork which the instability thereof would constitute a public hazard or nuisance.
(18)
Natural ground surface shall mean the ground surface in its original state before any grading, excavation or
filling.
(19)
Professional engineer shall mean a person duly registered or otherwise authorized by the State to practice in the
field of engineering.
(20)
Rubble shall mean structural, construction waste materials or materials generated by building demolition, such
as but not restricted to rocks, concrete, asphalt, brick, lumber, plaster, plasterboard, asbestos, roofing, metal and
the like.
(21)
Rubble fill shall mean fill placed in a controlled manner consisting of construction or building demolition
rubble, including both irreducible materials (concrete, rock, brick) and those subject to decay (lumber). Such
fills in addition to rubble, may accept root material, brush, tree limbs and stumps.
(22)
Sediment shall mean soils or other surface materials transported by surface water as a product of erosion,
manufacturing or other process.
(23)
Site shall mean any lot, or parcel of land or combination of contiguous lots or parcels of land.
(24)
Slope shall mean the inclined exposed surface of a fill, excavation or natural terrain.
(25)
Soil shall mean all earth material of whatever origin that overlies bedrock and may include the decomposed zone
of bedrock which can be readily excavated by mechanical means.
(26)
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Soils engineer shall mean a professional engineer who is qualified by education and experience to practice
applied soil mechanics and foundation engineering.
(27)
Stripping shall mean any activity which removes or significantly disturbs the vegetable surface cover including
clearing, grubbing and top soil removal.
(28)
Structural rock fills shall mean fills constructed predominately of rock, broken concrete or brick for the purpose
of supporting structures.
(29)
Surface structures shall mean site or land improvements such as: fences, curbs, retaining walls, sidewalks,
parking lots, driveways, yard drains, catch basins, walls, pavements, ditches, pools, and manholes.
(30)
Surveyor shall mean a person duly registered or authorized to practice land surveying in the State and qualified
to prepare grading plans and specifications.
(31)
Watercourse shall mean any natural or improved stream, river, creek, ditch, channel, canal, conduit, culvert,
drain, gully, swale, or wash in which waters flow either continuously or intermittently.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 21-127. - Purpose of Division.
It is the intent and purpose of this Division to protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare of the
residents of the County by establishing minimum standards and requirements for the establishment and
operation of rubble fill sites within the geographical boundaries of the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 21-128. - Applicability of Division.
(a)
The provisions of this Division are applicable to all persons and the obtaining of a license is a prerequisite to the
lawful establishment, use and operation of a rubble fill site within the County, and irrespective of the point of
origin or initial shipment of such rubble.
(b)
In addition, the licensing requirements of this Division are applicable:
(1)
To license or permit applications under the County Zoning Ordinance and pending as of the effective date
hereof, or when subsequently filed and in all instances when such applications related to activities and functions
in any degree or manner regulated and controlled by this Division; and
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(2)
To existing or previously commenced activities regulated hereby, and in violation of the County's Zoning
Ordinance.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 21-129. - Site selection and operation.
(a)
The location of a rubble fill site shall be in conformity and accord with the County's Zoning Ordinance
requirements for the operation of a sanitary landfill, including the requirement for a special exception permit.
(b)
Operation of the approved site shall not hinder the natural drainage pattern of the general vicinity. In instances
where flood plains may exist on, or border upon the proposed site the effect of the proposed fill operation shall
be determined by proper investigation and shown to be in compliance with applicable portions of Article 21 of
the Building Code. Filling within the natural fifty year flood plain of streams whose ten (10) year storm design
flow exceed the capacity of a seventy-two (72) inch pipe, shall not be permitted unless an approved flood control
project is to be constructed using conduits or open channels having capacities greater than a seventy-two (72)
inch pipe.
(c)
Engineering survey, including topography and determination of soil characteristics shall be made of each
proposed site. Reports of such surveys will accompany applications for rubble fill licenses.
(d)
For the reason that the site of the completed rubble fill shall not be acceptable for any future building
development, the property owner and prospective licensee shall be aware of the fact that future use of the site
will be strictly confined to open space and recreational purposes.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1)
Sec. 21-130. - Rubble fill; design criteria.
(a)
The design of the proposed rubble fill accompanying an application for a license shall include one (1) or more
topographic maps and development plans to a scale of not over two-hundred (200) feet to the inch with contour
intervals of two (2) feet.
(b)
Such maps and plans shall include the following:
(1)
Area location map.
(2)
Limits of property of the proposed rubble fill site.
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(3)
Location of all buildings within fifteen-hundred (1,500) feet of the site.
(4)
The proposed fill area or areas.
(5)
Borrow pit areas, if any.
(6)
Access roads.
(7)
Access control. Access to the fill site shall be through permanent gates or barricades with locking devices.
Appropriate physical measures such as ditching, banking, or fencing shall be made to prevent indiscriminate
access at other locations.
(8)
Information as to the character of the soil to the depth of at least five (5) feet below the proposed or intended
excavation operations, or natural ground where fill is intended to be placed on top of the natural ground; (refer to
the County Soil Survey Report published April 1970). All rubble fill cover shall be composed of earth or other
approved material of such character that it can be compacted to provide tight seal, will not crack excessively
when dry, and shall be free of putrescible substances. Under the above standards, cover material must be
acceptable to the administrator, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, prior to utilization.
(9)
Finish contours and erosion control:
(A)
Finish contours shall be based on the future development of the sites as an open space, or for recreational
purposes, according to the following criteria:
(i)
Individual lifts in rubble fills shall be no greater than eight (8) feet in depth, after which there must be an
intermediate, well-compacted earth cover, at least twelve (12) inches in depth, including side slopes.
(ii)
Final compacted covering for the surface and side slopes shall consist of a minimum twenty-four (24) inches of
compacted earth cover.
(B)
Surface gradient. The surface of the fill shall be smooth-graded; minimum permissible slope is 1:100. Maximum
slope of the sides to the toe of the completed fill shall not be greater than three horizontal and one vertical (3:1).
(10)
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Sediment and erosion control. All plans and specifications accompanying rubble fill applications for licenses
shall include provisions for both interim (temporary) and ultimate (permanent) erosion and sediment controls.
(A)
The design, installation and maintenance of erosion and sediment control measures shall be accomplished in
accordance with the requirements of the County Soil Conservation District, and of related County ordinances.
The current approved set of "Standards and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control in Urbanizing
Areas" are on file and available for inspection at the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
Such standards and specifications are specifically approved and adopted by reference as if set forth in full
herein.
(B)
All graded surfaces with particular emphasis on the face of all cut and fill slopes, shall be seeded, sodded or
otherwise protected from erosion as soon as practicable and shall be watered, tended and maintained until
growth is well established at the time of completion and final inspection.
(11)
Special drainage devices. Diversion channels of adequate size and grade based on runoff estimates from the area
above the fill sites, dikes and levies shall be provided as required. If the surface-water control and the above
means are not sufficient, further measures to control drainage shall be taken, such as grade stabilization
structures, flumes, vegetated or lined drained outlets or other means. All structural drainage devices must
comply with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission design standards.
(12)
Flood plain encroachment. Where flood plains exist, filling will not be permitted to encroach on the fifty (50)
year flood plain, unless such filling is a part of an approved flood control project in accordance with Article 21
of the Building Code.
(13)
Fencing. All necessary fencing and gates to control unauthorized traffic to the site shall be shown.
(14)
Exclusions. Specifications shall provide that no garbage, ashes, rubbish, trash, offal, industrial refuse,
commercial refuse or hazardous and special wastes will be acceptable at, or able to be deposited within the
rubble fill. The definitions of words and phrases as contained in Division 1 of this Subtitle are made fully
applicable to the prohibitions contained here. In addition, major appliances (such as refrigerators, stoves,
television sets and the like), equipment, furniture and other bulky items are similarly prohibited.
(15)
Woodland and wildlife habitat conservation. A Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with
Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-31-2010; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 21-131. - License application; plans; bond; fee.
(a)
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Applications for licenses to engage in the disposal of construction of demolition materials or both by the rubble
fill method shall be made on forms provided by the Director of the Department of Environmental Resources.
(b)
Such applications shall be submitted to the Permit Division of the Department of Environmental Resources,
accompanied by the following:
(1)
Engineering report of proposed site survey.
(2)
Design and development plans and specifications.
(3)
Completion maintenance bond, either cash or negotiable paper acceptable to the Director of the Department of
Environmental Resources in the amount of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per acre, based on the number of
acres planned or intended to be employed in the rubble fill operation during the license period. Completion
maintenance bond is to guarantee completion and maintenance of the rubble fill, as specified in this Division, in
the event of default on the part of the licensee. In the event of the default by the licensee, the unsuitable
conditions at the fill site, or an adjacent road or street may be corrected by the County forces or by a County
contract, with all costs to be reimbursed from the completion maintenance bond. After default is established, the
licensee shall be notified at least one (1) week in advance of County operations. In cases where the applicant
plans to operate on leased land, legally acceptable documented assurances from the property owner shall be
furnished the County as follows:
(A)
The owner accepts the fact, that after construction and completion of the landfill, no building permit shall be
issued for building construction on such land at any time in the future; and
(B)
The owner gives the right of entry to the property by the County for the purpose of completion and maintenance
of the fill as specified in this Division in the event of default on the part of the operator.
(4)
License fee, in the amount of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 21-132. - Approval of application.
Licenses to proceed with site preparation and operations will only be issued after the application for site
location, and plans and specifications have been approved by the Department of Environmental Resources, the
Health Officer, and the Soil Conservation District for the County.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 21-133. - License expiration; renewals.
(a)
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All licenses issued under this Division shall expire one (1) calendar year after date of issuance, and
notwithstanding any permit obtained under the County's Zoning Ordinance.
(b)
Applications for license renewals shall be submitted to the Director of the Department of Environmental
Resources, accompanied by the following:
(1)
So much of the design and development plans and specifications, and supplementary reports as to allow the
review of the scope of the operations during the forthcoming year;
(2)
Additional bond in the amount of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per acre to cover the acreage to be
employed during the forthcoming year.
(3)
License fee, in the amount of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 21-134. - Site preparation of operations.
(a)
Prior to initiation of rubble fill operations, all necessary site preparation work shall be accomplished to the
satisfaction of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Health Department. These
requirements shall include, but not be limited to, access roads, gates, or barricades, fencing, necessary drainage,
and where natural or existing ground slopes in the work areas are exceeding five (5) horizontal to one (1)
vertical, benching or terracing the surface prior to placement of rubble fill.
(b)
Access to the site shall be limited and the gates and barricades shall open only when an attendant or operator is
on duty. Gates and barricades shall be locked at all other times.
(c)
The operator shall conduct his operations in accordance with the approved design and development plans and
specifications.
(d)
No rubble material including side slopes shall remain uncovered for more than seventy-two (72) hours from the
time of deposit.
(e)
The licensee shall be ready and have suitable measures to control dust, acceptable to the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Health Officer, when dust conditions develop. When for any
reason suitable measures are not taken when dust conditions develop, the licensee shall take such action when
ordered, and under any circumstances not later than twenty-four (24) hours from a given order.
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(f)
Upon completion of a rubble fill lift the entire surface or intermediate cover shall be inspected monthly and all
cracked, eroded or uneven covers shall be repaired. Other temporary erosion control measures shall be taken, as
appropriate, in accordance with Soil Conservation District specifications and standards.
(g)
Licensee shall be responsible and correct dust conditions, mud, spilled debris or disrupted pavement on adjacent
roads or streets serving as access to the rubble fill, where these conditions are caused by trucks utilizing the fill
site.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 21-135. - Fire prevention measures.
(a)
The burning of lumber, wood rubble and stumps shall be prohibited, except when specifically permitted in
writing by the Health Department Air Pollution Control Officer, and the Fire Marshal.
(b)
Fire protection shall be provided under any or all of the following methods:
(1)
A stock pile of cover material shall be maintained reasonably close to the working face of the fill;
(2)
A nearby organized fire department voluntarily agrees in writing to provide immediate service whenever called;
or
(3)
Means and devices mutually agreeable to the operator and Fire Marshal may be used.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984)
Sec. 21-136. - Completion of rubble fill construction.
(a)
When the licensee states in writing to the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement that he has completed the construction of the rubble fill, the following steps and measures shall be
taken prior to a release from his obligations:
(1)
An inspection of the entire site shall be made by designated representatives of the Health Officer, Fire Marshal
and Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement before the earthmoving equipment is removed
from the site.
(2)
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The licensee shall leave a satisfactory, permanent organic growing cover, and demonstrate that all the Soil
Conservation District specifications and standards have been complied with, and necessary measures taken for
the permanent protection of the site against erosion.
(3)
Any necessary corrective work shall be performed before the rubble fill project is accepted as completed.
(4)
When a rubble fill is accepted as completed, there shall be no further rubble fill work at the site. The licensee
shall close all access roads locked with gates.
(5)
Arrangements shall be made for the repair of all cracked, eroded and uneven areas, and growing cover reestablished in the final cover during the year following completion of the fill.
(b)
At the completion of fill operations, if the licensee shall perform all of his obligations under the requirements of
the completion maintenance bond and as otherwise prescribed, the full amount of the bond will be returned to
him twelve (12) months after completion of the fill, or a portion thereof accepted as completed, as applicable. If
the licensee fails to fulfill his obligations, the County may use these funds to make all necessary maintenance
repairs and do other work as necessary either by force account with its own personnel and equipment or by
contract with an outside party, as the County deems most feasible. In such case the County will refund to the
licensee any remaining balance after deducting all direct costs plus ten percent (10%) for overhead costs.
(c)
A plat of the completed rubble fill or such portions thereof as may be accepted as completed shall be filed with
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Department of Health.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 21-137. - Penalty; injunctive process.
(a)
The owner, general agent, contractor or lessee of any land or premises or part thereof where anything in
violation of this Division shall be placed or deposited; any contractor who may be employed to assist in the
commission of any such violation; and all persons, and corporations including officers thereof, participating in
any such violation, or firms or partnerships who shall violate or maintain a violation of any of the provisions of
this Division, or who shall fail to comply with such Division, or with a lawful order issued under such Division,
or who shall conduct a rubble fill operation in violations of any statement of plans submitted and approved under
this Division, shall for each violation or noncompliance be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction they shall
be subject to the penalty provided in Section 1-123 of this Code.
(b)
The availability or possible, prospective application of such penalty shall not preclude the enforced removal,
correction or abatement or prohibited uses or conditions through appropriate proceedings in a court of equity.
(Gen. Res. No. 18-1970, Sec. 1)
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DIVISION 3. - COUNTY COLLECTION, RECYCLING, OR DISPOSAL FACILITIES — CHARGES,
CREDIT SYSTEM, AND FINANCING.
SUBDIVISION 1. - SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING CHARGES; FUNDS; CONTRACTS.
Sec. 21-137.01. - Imposition; amount.
(a)
Recycling surcharges and environmental trust surcharges shall be set by action of the County Council; provided,
however, that the rates may be adjusted by the Director of the Department of the Environment, during the course
of the fiscal year, within limits established by the Council. All other rates, fees, and charges for the use of the
County recycling and disposal system and services furnished or to be furnished by the County pursuant to this
Subtitle shall be fixed from time to time by the Director of the Department of the Environment so as to provide
funds which, together with other available amounts (including amounts available from recycling surcharges and
environmental trust surcharges), will be at least sufficient at all times to pay when due:
(1)
The cost of operating, maintaining and repairing the County recycling and disposal system, including any
reserves for such purposes and all amounts payable under solid waste or recycling contracts;
(2)
The principal of and premium (if any) and interest on all outstanding revenue bonds and deposits to reserves
therefor;
(3)
An amount required to provide a margin of safety for making such payments; and
(4)
Any amount required to fulfill the terms of any trust agreement.
(b)
The rates, fees, and charges above may be based on reasonable estimates of the costs of the County recycling
and disposal system for the following year. The rates, fees, and charges shall be just and equitable and may be
based upon the types of services furnished, the types or quantities of solid waste and recyclable material
accepted, any other factor affecting the use of the services or facilities furnished, or any combination of the
foregoing. Differential fees may be fixed to encourage recycling. The effective date of any change or revision in
the rates, fees, or charges shall provide at least thirty (30) days to allow public and private agencies and
organizations to make necessary billing adjustments.
(c)
The Director shall have no authority pursuant to this Section to establish rates or special assessments for the
provision of municipal functions and services of recyclables collection, removal, disposition, and acquisition and
operation of a site for the disposition of such recyclables, and garbage and trash disposition, and the acquisition
and operation of a site or sites for the disposition of such garbage and trash provided within an Urban Area or
Suburban Area, as provided by Subtitle 2, Division 22, of the Code.
(CB-57-1990; CB-65-1994; CB-60-1996; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-137.02. - Persons subject to charges.
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(a)
Every person delivering solid waste or recyclable material to a County recycling facility or County solid waste
acceptance facility shall be subject to solid waste disposal and recycling charges, if any, imposed under Section
21-137.01. All charges shall be paid at the time solid waste or recyclable material is delivered for processing or
disposal to a County recycling facility or County solid waste acceptance facility, except as otherwise provided in
this Section.
(b)
The County shall bill and collect all solid waste disposal and recycling charges imposed for the acceptance of
material at the County recycling facilities and County solid waste acceptance facilities from business concerns,
government agencies, and other persons to which credit has been extended pursuant to Section 21-138 based
upon the material received for processing or disposal from those business concerns, government agencies, and
other persons, as determined by records maintained by the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-137.03. - Default in payment.
Upon default by any person, company, or agency in the payment of any recycling or solid waste disposal and
recycling charge or charges, any collateral posted in accordance with Section 21-138 shall be applied against the
amount due and the licenses, permits, and registrations for, and the privileges of, collecting and transporting
refuse or recyclable material in the County and utilizing the County recycling facilities and County solid waste
acceptance facilities by all vehicles of the person, company, or agency in default may be suspended immediately,
notwithstanding the provisions of Section 21-111 until such time as full payment, including interest and
penalties, has been received by the County and collateral in the full amount required under Section 21-138 has
been posted with the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(CB-57-1990; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-137.04. - Contracts; appropriations.
Pursuant to Section 819 of the County Charter, the County may enter into any trust agreement as provided in
Section 21-137.06.
(CB-57-1990; CB-6-2003)
SUBDIVISION 2. - REVENUE BONDS.
Sec. 21-137.05. - Authorization, issuance, and sale of revenue bonds; trust agreements.
(a)
The County is authorized from time to time to borrow money to finance any costs relating to all or any portion
of the County recycling and disposal system, including (without limitation) the costs of the design, acquisition,
construction, equipping, installation, expansion, and improvement of any County recycling facility or County
solid waste acceptance facility or other facility used or useful in the operation and maintenance of the County
recycling and disposal system, and in connection therewith to issue revenue bonds, all of which shall be fully
negotiable. Revenue bonds may be secured by:
(1)
A pledge of the fees, charges, and other revenues received from, or in connection with, all or any portion of the
County recycling and disposal system;
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(2)
Except to the extent prohibited under any constitutional, statutory, or Charter provision, a mortgage or other
encumbrance upon all or any portion of the County recycling and disposal system, excluding land; or
(3)
A combination of (1) and (2).
None of the revenue bonds shall be general obligations of the County or otherwise constitute a pledge of the
faith and credit or the taxing power of the County, nor shall any revenue bonds constitute indebtedness of the
County within the meaning of Section 5(P)(1) of Article 25A of the Annotated Code of Maryland or any other
constitutional, statutory, or Charter provision limiting or restricting the sale or issuance of bonds, notes, or other
obligations of the County, or requiring the computation of the aggregate indebtedness of the County.
(b)
The County Council shall adopt a resolution authorizing the issuance of any revenue bonds. The resolution shall:
(1)
Describe, generally, the system, project, or undertaking to be financed, in whole or in part, by any such bonds;
(2)
Specify the maximum principal amount of any such bonds;
(3)
Describe the security for any such bonds within the limitations of Subsection (a); and
(4)
Impose such terms or conditions on the issuance and sale of such bonds as the County Council deems
appropriate.
(c)
The County Executive shall specify, prescribe, determine, provide for, or approve such matters, details, forms,
documents, or procedures as the County Executive, within any limitations imposed by the resolution of the
County Council adopted pursuant to Subsection (b), shall deem appropriate to the authorization, sale, security,
issuance, delivery, or payment of or for any revenue bonds, including (without limitation) the following:
(1)
The dates of such bonds;
(2)
The maturities of such bonds, provided that no such bond shall mature later than forty (40) years from the date
of its issue;
(3)
The rates of interest payable on such bonds, or the method of determining the same, and the date or dates of
payment thereof;
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(4)
The forms, denominations, manner of execution, and the place or places of payment of such bonds and of the
interest thereon, which may be at any bank or trust company within or without the State of Maryland;
(5)
Terms for the redemption of such bonds before maturity, if any;
(6)
The security for such bonds;
(7)
Whether such bonds shall be sold at public or private (negotiated) sale; and
(8)
Provisions for the administration of such bonds, such as trust or other agreements with banks or trust companies
or other fiscal agents.
(d)
Any trust agreement entered into pursuant to this Section may contain such provisions as the County Executive
shall deem reasonable and proper for the administration of revenue bonds and the security of the holders thereof
within the limitations of any resolution of the County Council adopted pursuant to Subsection (b) and Section
21-137.06. No trust agreement or other instrument adopted or entered into by the County under this Subtitle
need be filed or recorded except in the records of the County.
(e)
Revenue bonds, in addition to fixed rate, may be variable rate demand obligations, commercial paper, or other
short-term obligations, including (without limitation) obligations that are required to be purchased or redeemed
prior to stated maturity dates; may bear interest at variable rates established from time to time by a remarketing
agent on the basis of current market conditions; and may be converted to bear interest at fixed or different
variable rates upon certain conditions, all as determined by the County Executive.
(f)
The County Executive is authorized to take all actions and enter into all agreements necessary or appropriate for
the establishment of any supporting credit or liquidity arrangement for any revenue bonds, including, but not
limited to, a letter of credit, bond insurance policy, line of credit, revolving loan agreement, or remarketing
agreement.
(g)
Revenue bonds shall be signed by the County Executive or such other officer of the Executive Branch as shall be
designated by resolution of the County Council, and the seal of the County shall be affixed thereto and attested
by the Clerk to the County Council or other officer of the County designated by resolution of the County
Council. If any officer whose signature appears on any such bonds ceases to be such officer before delivery of
such bonds, his or her signature shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if he or
she had remained in office until delivery.
(h)
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The County is authorized by resolution of the County Council, adopted in accordance with Subsection (b), to
provide for the issuance of its revenue bonds for the purpose of refunding any outstanding revenue bonds or
other obligations of the County issued to finance the costs of any portion of the County recycling and disposal
system, including the payment of any redemption premium thereon and any interest accrued or to accrue to the
date of retirement of such bonds or other obligations. The proceeds of any refunding revenue bonds may,
pending their application in accordance with this Section, be invested and reinvested in such investments as shall
be permitted for the investment of revenues of the County recycling and disposal system.
(i)
Any holder of a revenue bond or any trustee on its behalf, except to the extent the rights herein given may be
restricted by a trust agreement entered into pursuant to Section 21-137.06, may protect and enforce any and all
rights granted under the trust agreement, and may enforce the performance of all duties required by this Subtitle
or the trust agreement to be performed by the County, including the fixing, charging, and collecting of rates,
fees, and charges for the use of, or the services furnished by, the County recycling and disposal system.
(j)
Revenue bonds may be issued under the provisions of this Section without any other proceeding or the
happening of any other condition or thing than those proceedings, conditions, or things which are specifically
required by this Section.
(CB-57-1990)
Sec. 21-137.06. - Trust agreements.
(a)
The County may enter into one or more trust agreements securing revenue bonds and any multiyear solid waste
or recycling contracts approved by the County Council in accordance with Section 819 of the County Charter.
The trust agreement shall be approved by resolution adopted by the County Council and approved by the County
Executive and may include, among others, the following provisions:
(1)
A pledge of all or part of the fees, charges, and other revenues received from, or in connection with, the County
recycling and disposal system to the payment of revenue bonds and amounts due under multiyear solid waste or
recycling contracts;
(2)
Provisions requiring the deposit of fees, charges, and other revenues received from, or in connection with, the
County recycling and disposal system in a special fund and the establishment, maintenance, and use of reserves,
sinking funds, and other special funds;
(3)
Provisions for the investment and reinvestment of the proceeds of any revenue bonds until used for the purposes
for which the revenue bonds were issued, and for the disposition of any excess proceeds and the investment
earnings thereon;
(4)
Rate covenants that require the fixing, charging, and collection of fees and charges for use of the County
recycling and disposal system that provide revenues sufficient to pay the costs of operating, maintaining, and
repairing the County recycling and disposal system, including any reserves for such purposes and all amounts
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payable under solid waste or recycling contracts, and the principal of, and premium (if any) and interest on, all
outstanding revenue bonds and deposits to reserves therefor, and to cover the debt service requirements of the
revenue bonds by an amount deemed appropriate;
(5)
Provisions for the collection, custody, investment, reinvestment, and use of revenues or other receipts, funds, or
moneys pledged as security for any revenue bonds;
(6)
Limitations upon the issuance of additional revenue bonds as the County Council may deem proper;
(7)
Requirements that the County operate and maintain all or a portion of the County recycling and disposal system
regardless of whether the fees, charges, and other revenues received from, or in connection with, the County
recycling and disposal system are sufficient therefor;
(8)
Covenants for the establishment of maintenance and insurance requirements with respect to any facilities
constituting all or a portion of the County recycling and disposal system;
(9)
A limitation on the County's power to sell or dispose of all or any part of the County recycling and disposal
system;
(10)
A declaration that holders of obligations issued to finance costs of the County recycling and disposal system are
third party beneficiaries of any particular solid waste or recycling contract;
(11)
A provision that the other party to any solid waste or recycling contract may assign its rights to a trustee for
holders of obligations issued to finance costs of the County recycling and disposal system;
(12)
The establishment of priorities among obligations payable from the fees, charges and other revenues received
from, or in connection with, the County recycling and disposal system;
(13)
Restrictions upon the power of the County to license persons under this Subtitle or designate solid waste
acceptance facilities as approved solid waste acceptance facilities or recycling facilities as approved recycling
facilities;
(14)
A covenant by the County to enforce its powers under this Subtitle and cause to be delivered all or a portion of
the solid waste and recyclable material generated in the County to County solid waste acceptance facilities or
County recycling facilities; and
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(15)
A covenant by the County not to relinquish its powers concerning solid waste and recyclable material in a
manner that would adversely affect its ability to generate sufficient revenues available to pay costs of the County
recycling and disposal system and to meet the requirements of any trust agreement.
(CB-57-1990; CB-6-2003)
SUBDIVISION 3. - CREDIT SYSTEM.
Sec. 21-138. - Availability of credit; posting of collateral.
(a)
Credit shall be available to municipal corporations and to refuse collectors and business concerns, governmental
agencies and other persons who use the County recycling and disposal system, who have been properly licensed
and who have been approved by the Credit Officer.
(b)
The Credit Officer may, by regulation promulgated in accordance with this Division, require that, as a
prerequisite for extension of credit, collateral shall be deposited with the Credit Officer in the form and amount
required by the regulations.
(Gen. Res. No. 35-1967, Sec. 1; CB-57-1990)
Sec. 21-139. - Credit Officer; authority.
The Director of the Department of the Environment is appointed disposal facility Credit Officer. The Director is
authorized to delegate his authority, subject to his supervision, to a member of his staff.
(Gen. Res. No. 35-1967, Sec. 2; CB-49-1984; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-140. - Credit rules and regulations.
The Credit Officer is authorized to adopt credit methods of collecting revenues for the use of County operated
disposal facilities and to adopt rules and regulations regarding the establishment, approval, maintenance and
enforcement of credit applications.
(Gen. Res. No. 35-1967, Sec. 3)
Sec. 21-141. - Membership in Credit Bureau.
The Credit Officer is authorized, in the name of the Council, to apply for membership in and services of a
qualified credit agency, for the purposes of utilizing the investigation service of such agency. The Credit Officer
is authorized to expend the necessary funds for payment of such service.
(Gen. Res. No. 35-1967, Sec. 4)
DIVISION 4. - SOLID WASTE RECYCLING.
SUBDIVISION 1. - COUNTY PROGRAM.
Sec. 21-142. - Recycling program established; implementation; collection, marketing, and disposition.
(a)
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There is hereby established a program for the separation, collection, and disposition of designated recyclable
materials under the direction of the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(b)
The recycling program provides the opportunity for the voluntary source separation of designated recyclable
materials from County facilities, single-family residences; condominiums; single and multifamily rental
facilities; commercial establishments including, but not limited to, offices, stores, hotels, motels, gas stations,
and restaurants; and industrial facilities including, but not limited to, factories, processing plants, and
manufacturing enterprises.
(c)
The County shall have the authority to collect or to arrange for the collection of designated recyclable materials
from all single-family households, single and multifamily rental facilities and condominiums in the
unincorporated areas of the County through County-sponsored curbside collection programs or drop-off centers.
(d)
The goals of the Countywide voluntary recycling program established in this Division are to achieve a recycling
rate in the County waste stream of at least forty-five percent (45%) by July 1, 2015; at least fifty-five percent
(55%) by July 1, 2018; at least sixty (60%) by July 1, 2020.
(e)
If the goals of the Countywide voluntary recycling program as set forth in Subsection (d) above, have not been
met, the Director shall develop a Countywide mandatory recycling program, including mandatory source
separation, or propose additional policy changes for consideration by the County Council and the Solid Waste,
Resource Management and Recycling Advisory Commission. The schedule for implementation for single and
multifamily rental facilities and condominiums shall be consistent with the provisions of Section 21-149 of this
Code and for commercial and industrial properties shall be consistent with the provisions of Section 21-149.1 of
this Code.
(f)
Notification of the mandatory program shall be published in the County newspapers of record no later than thirty
(30) days prior to implementation of the program.
(g)
All collectors or haulers licensed by the Department, pursuant to Section 21-105 of this Subtitle, and all solid
waste or recycling contracts executed by the County, pursuant to Section 21-137.04 of this Subtitle, shall provide
for an opportunity for recycling under this Subdivision or show evidence to the Director of an agreement or
contract for providing recycling services through another entity.
(h)
The Director shall assist, as needed, with the Prince George's County Public School System recycling program
and shall include information on the School System recycling program within requires State and County reports.
(i)
The Director shall implement a pilot food composting program in the County by July 1, 2014 and shall evaluate
the food composting program for expansion on a County-wide basis by December 31, 2015. The Department
shall expand the food scrap composting program to fully utilize the expansion of the Gore Composting System
and the Organics Composting Facility.
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(j)
The Director shall conduct a waste stream analysis of the waste stream to evaluate compliance with the
requirements of this subdivision every three (3) years with relevant data included within and shall submit the
waste stream analysis to the County Council prior to submitting or as part of any revisions to the Ten-Year Solid
Waste Plan to be submitted to the Maryland Department of the Environment pursuant to Title 9, Subtitle 5,
Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(k)
As of January 1, 2014, the County's yard waste composting facility at Western Branch shall not accept yard
waste in plastic bags.
(l)
All County offices and agencies shall participate in the County Office Recycling Program (CORP).
(m)
The Director shall include a report of the County Office Recycling Program (CORP) within the Annual
Recycling Report detailing the amount of recyclables collected and compliance with the main components of the
CORP program.
(n)
The Director shall work closely with the Prince George's County Public Schools, Prince George's County
Memorial Library System, and the Department of Parks and Recreation to increase recycling and reduce
contribution to the waste stream.
(CB-58-1989; CB-87-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-12-2018; CB-64-2021)
Editor's note— CR-58-1990 adopted the Prince George's County Recycling Plan.
Sec. 21-143. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed herein,
except where the context clearly requires otherwise:
(1)
Aluminum includes any aluminum alloy whether in the form of aluminum containers used for beverages,
aluminum scrap, or foil.
(2)
Appliances comprise the class of household machines used for performing specific tasks, including stoves,
washing machines, and refrigerators, which are free of toxic residues or components containing designated
hazardous wastes and weighing no more than one ton.
(3)
Bimetal containers include all disposable food and beverage cans made from both aluminum and steel.
(4)
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Cardboard products include cardboard and paperboard of the type used for making boxes, cartons, and similar
corrugated and kraft paper material.
(5)
Compost materials are those organic/humus-rich materials derived from the natural processes of composting of
leaves, grass clippings, brush and limbs, and other organic materials.
(6)
Composting means the practice of converting organic wastes into soil-like humus by adjusting environmental
conditions to encourage the decomposition activities of bacteria.
(7)
Concrete subbase means concrete aggregate used as a roadbed and foundation stabilizer.
(8)
Condominium means a building containing three (3) or more units subject to a condominium regime established
under the Maryland Condominium Act.
(8.1)
County facility means a property, building, office or facility, owned or leased by Prince George's County.
(9)
Crumb rubber means mechanically reduced pieces of pneumatic tires, the pieces of which are generally smaller
than four (4) inches square.
(10)
Department means the Department of the Environment.
(11)
Designated recyclable materials mean those recyclable materials, including metal, glass, paper, mixed paper,
plastics, food waste, leaf and yard wastes, corrugated and other cardboard, newspaper, magazines, or high-grade
office paper designated by the Director to be source separated pursuant to Section 21-144(a).
(12)
Director means the Director of the Department of the Environment.
(13)
Disposition or disposition of designated recyclable materials mean the transportation, placement, reuse, sale,
donation, transfer, or temporary storage for a period not exceeding six months of designated recyclable materials
for all possible uses except for disposal as solid waste.
(14)
Ferrous material means any material, including food or beverage cans and scrap steel, which is, or is primarily
derived from, iron.
(14.1)
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Food composting means the controlled biological decomposition of food waste and scraps for the purpose of
producing compost materials.
(15)
Foundry slag means the fused refuse or dross separated from a metal in the process of smelting or casting.
(16)
Glass means all products made from silica or sand, soda ash, and limestone, the product being transparent or
translucent and being used for packaging or bottling various matters and other materials commonly known as
glass, including blue and flat glass commonly known as window glass, mirrors, milk glass, and crystal.
(17)
Glass container means any container made from silica or sand, soda ash, and limestone, which is transparent or
translucent and being used for packaging or bottling various matters intended for human ingestion.
(18)
Glassy aggregates include the fused silicated residues commonly resulting from steel and iron smelting
operations.
(19)
High grade office paper includes white or off-white, fine, bond, ledger, offset, xerographic, and computer paper
and related types of cellulosic material containing not more than ten percent (10%) by weight or volume of
noncellulosic material such as laminates, coatings, or saturants.
(20)
Leaf waste means tree, bush, and shrub foliage.
(21)
Market or marketing means the disposition of designated recyclable materials collected and source separated or
separated in an intermediate processing facility for sale as a secondary raw material for use in manufacturing
new products, or for use in place of a material which would otherwise consume virgin materials.
(22)
Materials recovery facility means any facility designed and operated for the purpose of receiving, storing,
processing, and transferring source-separated or co-mingled nonputrescible metal, glass, paper, plastic
containers, and corrugated and other cardboard, or other recyclable materials approved by the Director.
(23)
Mixed paper includes a wide range of paper stock and consists of unsorted mixed papers, including magazines,
paperboard, and softbound books.
(24)
Multifamily rental facility means a building operated as a single entity in which the landlord provides, for a
consideration, three (3) or more rental dwelling units.
(25)
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Newspaper means a periodical printed on a paper commonly referred to as newsprint. Expressly excluded are all
magazines, advertising slicks, and all other paper products of any nature whatsoever.
(26)
Paper means and includes all newspaper, high-grade office paper, fine paper, bond paper, offset paper,
xerographic paper, mimeograph paper, duplicator paper, and related types of cellulosic material containing not
more than ten percent (10%) by weight or volume of noncellulosic material such as laminates, binders, coatings,
or saturants.
(27)
Paper product means any paper items or commodities, including, but not limited to, paper napkins, towels,
corrugated and other cardboard, construction material, toilet tissue, paper, and related types of cellulosic
products containing not more than ten percent (10%) by weight or volume of noncellulosic material such as
laminates, binders, coatings, or saturants.
(28)
Plastic means any class of compounds composed of synthetic thermoplastic polymeric material.
(29)
Processing facility means materials recovery facility.
(30)
Recyclable material means those materials which would otherwise become solid waste, and which can be
collected, separated, or processed and returned to the economic mainstream in the form of raw materials or
products.
(31)
Recycled asphalt pavement means asphalt which, having been removed from its foundation on a vehicle
roadbed, path, or sidewalk, is processed into a form which renders it reusable.
(32)
Recycled paper means any paper having a total weight consisting of not less than forty percent (40%) secondary
wastepaper material.
(33)
Recycling means any process by which materials which would otherwise become solid waste are collected,
separated, or processed and returned to the economic mainstream in the form of raw materials or products.
(34)
Recycling coordinator means a person designated to organize and facilitate the operations of ongoing recycling
programs.
(34.1)
Recycling rate means a percentage of recyclables removed from the total waste stream for the purpose of being
recycled.
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(35)
Refuse means solid waste.
(36)
Scavenging means removing recyclable materials from a designated recycling container or area without approval
from the owner or operator of the recycling operation designated to recover and process the materials.
(36.1)
Single family rental facility means any building, structure, or combination of related buildings, structures, and
appurtenances operated as a single entity, in which the landlord provides, for a consideration, less than three (3)
rental dwelling units.
(36.2)
Single-stream recycling means the placement of recyclables in the same collection container and sorted at a
recycling or recovery processing facility.
(37)
Solid waste means all waste material, combustible or noncombustible, from all public and private establishments
and residences that is not presorted prior to collection for the purposes of recovery for reuse, recycling,
composting or which is contaminated with more than one percent (1%) food wastes or unsafe quantities of
hazardous or toxic wastes as designated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency or by Maryland
State agencies rendering it inappropriate or potentially harmful as a reusable or recyclable resource. Solid waste
includes trash, garbage, rubbish, offal, and industrial and commercial refuse, but not body excrements.
(38)
Source separation means the act of separating recyclable materials from solid wastes by the generators of such
waste for the purpose of collection, disposition, reuse, composting, and recycling.
(39)
Tire means pneumatic automobile, truck, or heavy machine, synthetic or natural, rubber casting designed to be
fixed around a metal wheel.
(39.1)
Waste stream analysis means the process that involves the physical collection, sorting, and weighing of a sample
of the waste stream to identify and quantify materials that can be removed from the waste stream by waste
reduction, reuse, or recycling to determine compliance with the County's recycling program.
(40)
Yard waste means those organic, vegetative wastes typically consisting of branches, leaves, brush, grass
clippings, thatch, and similar material.
(41)
Yard waste composting facility means any facility designed and operated for the purpose of receiving and
processing source-separated leaf and yard waste, including, but not limited to, grass clippings, brush and limbs,
and other garden materials.
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(CB-58-1989; CB-87-2012; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 21-144. - Materials to be recycled.
(a)
The Director may designate by regulation any or all designated recyclable materials or any portion thereof for
source separation in a voluntary recycling program or a mandatory recycling program established pursuant to
Section 21-142(e) of this Code.
(b)
At the discretion of the Director, the collection of designated recyclable materials may be phased in considering,
among other things, area, material, class of dwelling unit or establishment, markets, processing facilities, and
hauling contracts.
(CB-58-1989)
Sec. 21-145. - Collection, marketing, and disposition of recyclable materials.
(a)
The Director may establish by regulation the methods of collection, marketing, and disposition of sourceseparated recyclable materials.
(b)
The Director shall have the authority to set the acceptance or disposal fee for any material being deposited at a
solid waste processing, composting, or disposal facility either owned or operated by the County, or operated
under contract for the County. The Director is further authorized to distinguish between incoming materials and
to set differential fees to encourage recycling.
(c)
The Director shall have the authority to require any solid waste generator, collector, or recycler in the County to
report the amount and types of designated recyclable materials processed, brokered, and/or marketed.
(CB-58-1989)
Sec. 21-146. - Waste stream control.
The Director may order any person responsible for the final disposition of solid waste or source-separated
designated recyclable materials or any waste generator to deliver solid waste or specific, designated recyclable
materials to a regional intermediate processing center or composting facility or any other solid waste acceptance
facility.
(CB-58-1989)
Sec. 21-147. - Scavenging prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any person not authorized by the Director or the governing body of a municipality to
remove, or cause to be removed, any materials separated for the purposes of recycling and set at curbside or
other pickup locations for collection by authorized collectors pursuant to this Division.
(CB-58-1989)
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Sec. 21-148. - Prohibited landfill disposal.
(a)
Upon the implementation of a mandatory recycling program pursuant to Section 21-142(e) of this Code, the
Director may place the following restrictions on disposal at County landfill facilities:
(1)
The Director may direct County landfill facilities to cease accepting loads of designated recyclable materials, or
solid waste mixed with designated recyclable materials, including those which have been collected from
multifamily rental facilities, single-family dwellings, condominiums, commercial establishments, or industrial
facilities, in both incorporated and unincorporated areas of the County.
(2)
The Director may direct County landfill facilities to cease accepting yard wastes upon the determination that a
feasible, cost-effective alternative to landfilling this material exists. When determining the feasibility of banning
yard wastes from landfills, the Director shall take into account the higher costs of collecting this material in an
uncontaminated form.
(b)
Any ban on landfill disposal imposed by the Director may be on a seasonal, temporary, or permanent basis by
individual load, by geographical area, or otherwise as the Director deems appropriate in order to establish
effective recycling programs.
(CB-58-1989)
Sec. 21-149. - Single and multifamily rental facilities; condominiums; responsibilities of licensees and owners.
(a)
By July 1, 2014, licensees and owners of all single and multifamily rental facilities and condominiums shall
provide an opportunity for tenants to voluntarily recycle designated recyclable material in a same manner as
solid waste disposal, including convenient and assessable location with signage.
(b)
(1)
The licensee and owner of each multifamily rental facility and condominium shall submit to the Director for
approval a plan for the separation and collection of designated recyclable materials by July 1, 2013. The plan
shall demonstrate compatibility with the County's recycling programs. Each multifamily rental facility plan shall
include at a minimum:
(A)
Designation of recyclable materials to be collected;
(B)
A collection system for the designated recyclable materials; and
(C)
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Provisions for publicizing the recycling program.
(2)
In order to comply with Section 21-149(a), all new construction of multifamily rental facilities that are
constructed with a trash chute, shall be constructed to provide a separate recycling chute. The licensee and
owner of multifamily rental facilities shall enforce this requirement and shall submit a recycling plan meeting
the criteria in Section 21-149(b) to the Director for approval. Building plans for all new construction of
multifamily rental facilities shall show a plan for meeting the requirements of Section 21-149(b).
(c)
A homeowners or condominium association, property management company for such association, or their
authorized agent may request reimbursement of the recycling surcharge paid by the association where the
County does not provide recycling services and if the recycling is hauled to a collection facility in the County.
(d)
Licensees and owners of all single-family and multifamily rental facilities and condominiums may request
technical assistance from the County for the preparation of recycling plans and the implementation of recycling
programs.
(e)
An annual report which accounts for the amount of designated recyclable materials collected must be submitted
by the licensees and owners of all multifamily rental facilities and condominiums to the Director on a schedule
established by the Director and the report shall include the method of collection, the amount collected and the
disposal method of the materials.
(f)
The Director is authorized to extend the date of compliance for operation of a voluntary recycling program if
satisfactory progress has been made toward implementing their recycling program.
(CB-58-1989; CB-87-2012; CB-78-2017)
Sec. 21-149.01. - Commercial and industrial recycling program; responsibilities of owners.
(a)
By July 1, 2019, the owners of commercial and industrial properties shall provide an opportunity at their
properties and for all tenants, patrons, and customers to have access to exterior recycling collection receptacles
and trash collection receptacles, including along store fronts, to voluntarily recycle designated recyclable
materials. By July 1, 2019, business entities shall provide recycling receptacles in the interior of their business as
trash receptacles are provided, for customers to voluntarily recycle designated recyclable materials. Property
owners and/or businesses shall submit to the Director for approval a plan by July 1, 2019 or upon the request of
the Director, or when there is a change in circumstances that will affect the substantive requirements of the plan.
The plan shall demonstrate compatibility with the County's recycling programs. Each plan shall include at a
minimum:
(1)
Designation of recyclable materials to be collected;
(2)
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A collection system for the designated recyclable materials; and
(3)
Provisions for publicizing the recycling program.
(b)
By July 1, 2019, owners of commercial and industrial properties shall provide at least equally sized and equally
convenient recycling containers to accompany each trash container on the exterior of the property, including
along store fronts. By July 1, 2019 businesses shall provide at least equally sized and equally convenient
recycling containers to accompany each trash container on the interior of their stores and offices. Recycling
containers shall be clearly marked. A list of categories that can be recycled shall be clearly displayed on or near
the container.
(c)
Owners of commercial and industrial properties may request technical assistance from the County for the
implementation of recycling programs and the preparation of recycling plans, if required. The Director shall
provide assistance and best practice methods to commercial and industrial property owners or to their tenants or
operators to increase recycling and to minimize their contribution to the waste stream. A template plan that also
provides guidance shall be available to the owners of commercial properties or to their tenants or operators in
the preparation of recycling plans.
(d)
An annual report which accounts for the amount of designated recyclable materials collected must be submitted
by the owners of commercial and industrial properties to the Director on a schedule established by the Director
and the report shall include the method of collection, the amount collected and the disposal method of the
materials.
(e)
The Director is authorized to extend the date of compliance for operation of a voluntary recycling program if
satisfactory progress has been made toward implementing their recycling program.
(CB-87-2012; CB-12-2018)
Sec. 21-149.02. - Reporting.
The Director shall submit an annual report by July 1st for the previous calendar year to the County Council and
the Solid Waste Advisory, Resource Management and Recycling Commission on the implementation and
operation of the County's recycling program, including the food composting program, coordination with County
Public School system and the waste stream analysis conducted under this subdivision. The report is a public
record and shall be made available to the public, including posting on the County's website.
(CB-87-2012)
Sec. 21-149.03. - Recycling; special events.
(a)
(1)
This section applies to any special event that:
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(i)
Includes temporary or periodic use of a public street, publicly owned site or facility, or public park;
(ii)
Serves food or drink; and
(iii)
Is expected to have 100 or more persons in attendance.
(2)
Applicants requesting to use a public facility are required to indicate the name and address of the responsible
party or responsible parties for the special event, and other information as deemed necessary by the Department
of the Environment.
(b)
(1)
In addition to any other conditions required as part of a special events or other permit, the applicant of a special
event shall:
(i)
Provide a recycling receptacle immediately adjacent to each trash receptacle at the special event;
(ii)
Ensure that all recycling receptacles are clearly distinguished from trash receptacles by color or signage; and
(iii)
Ensure that all recyclable materials deposited into recycling receptacles at the special event are collected and
disposed of for recycling.
(2)
The Department of the Environment shall require the applicant of a special event that provides for recycling to
report to the County on recycling activities in a manner determined by the Department.
(c)
The recycling required under subsection (b) of this section shall be carried out in accordance with the Recycling
Plan required under § 9-1703 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(d)
A person that violates subsection (b) or (c) of this section is subject to a civil penalty in the amount of $500 for
each day on which the violation exists.
(e)
An enforcement unit, inspector, officer, or official of the County may conduct inspections of a special event
location to enforce subsection (b) and (c) of this section. Department of the Environment inspectors shall inspect
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at least twelve (12) special events each year to review for compliance with this section. Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement inspectors shall enforce the County's litter ordinance in at least twelve
(12) special events each year.
(f)
At the discretion of the Director of the Department of the Environment, inspectors may issue warnings for a first
time offense.
(g)
Any penalties collected under subsection (d) of this section shall be paid to the County and shall be deposited
into the County's Solid Waste Fund.
(CB-8-2017)
SUBDIVISION 2. - MUNICIPAL RECYCLING PROGRAM.
Sec. 21-150. - Municipal recycling programs; provisions.
(a)
Incorporated municipalities within the County are urged to provide their residents with the opportunity to
participate in a recycling program for voluntary source separation of designated recyclable materials which is
essentially equivalent to the voluntary County program set forth in this Division.
(b)
Any municipality in the County may make a written request to the Director to have the County collect
designated recyclable materials source separated by solid waste collection service customers within the
municipal boundaries.
(c)
Municipalities may also request grants from the County to assist in funding their recycling programs. Such
grants, available from the proceeds of the recycling surcharge established pursuant to Section 21-155 of this
Code, may be used for, but need not be limited to, collection of designated recyclable materials (if not provided
for by the County), public education, program development, and maintenance. As a condition on the receipt of a
grant, semiannual reports, which account for the amount of designated recyclable materials collected, must be
submitted to the Director on a schedule established by the Director.
(d)
Any mandatory recycling program implemented pursuant to Section 21-142(e) of this Code shall be effective
and apply throughout the County and in those incorporated municipalities which have not achieved the County's
recycling goal.
(e)
A municipality which conducts its own recycling program shall be eligible to receive funding based on the
actual cost saved by the County on a per-household basis by not having to provide the particular recycling
programs within the municipality to those households being serviced. This level of funding shall not exceed the
surcharge paid at County landfills by the municipality. The level of such funding shall be reviewed annually
based on an evaluation of the municipal recycling plan, past and projected program performance, and actual
County costs incurred or anticipated to be incurred. Payments to municipalities shall be made not more
frequently than quarterly and shall be based on verifiable statistics submitted in support of the payment request.
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In determining the level of funding, the Director shall also evaluate the general effectiveness of the municipal
program and its consistency with State and County requirements, goals, and programs.
(CB-58-1989)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
Sec. 21-151. - Adoption of rules and regulations.
The Director shall adopt such rules and procedures as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
Division.
(CB-58-1989)
Editor's note— CR-116-1991 approved Licensing, Inspection, and Flow Control Regulations for Collectors,
Collection Vehicles, and Recycling Facilities.
CR-96-1994 approved amendments to the Licensing, Inspection, and Flow Control Regulations for Collectors,
Collection Vehicles, and Recycling Facilities.
Sec. 21-152. - Penalties.
(a)
Any person who violates Section 21-142(g), Section 21-147, Section 21-149 or Section 21-149.01 of this Code
is deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary fine as prescribed in
this Section.
(b)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine.
(c)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of Section 21-142(g), Section 21-147, Section 21-149 or Section
21-149.01 shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), except as provided in Subsection (d) of this Section.
(d)
For a repeated civil violation, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

3rd violation

$750.00

Each violation in excess of three (3) $1,000.00

(e)
In addition to, and not in lieu of, any other penalties prescribed in this Section, any person who violates Section
21-142(g), Section 21-147, Section 21-149 or Section 21-149.01 of this Code is guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or
imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
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(f)
Any person who violates Section 2-384.01 and/or Section 21-113 of this Code is deemed to have committed a
civil violation and is penalized as follows:
(1)
the first offense shall be a warning;
(2)
the second offense shall be a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00); and
(3)
each subsequent offense shall be a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine.
(CB-58-1989; CB-87-2012; CB-66-2017)
Sec. 21-153. - Enforcement.
In addition to, and not in lieu of, any other penalties prescribed in this Division, the County Attorney, acting on
behalf of the County, may seek enforcement of any of the provisions of this Division or any regulations
promulgated hereunder by actions for appropriate relief in the courts of Maryland, including, but not limited to,
actions for injunctive relief.
(CB-58-1989)
Sec. 21-154. - Reserved.
Sec. 21-155. - Recycling surcharge.
(a)
There shall be a recycling surcharge on each ton of refuse disposed of at any sanitary landfill site in the County,
payable to the County, for the purpose of assisting with the recycling program of the County, including, but not
limited to, funding, development, advertisement, and maintenance of County, municipal, multifamily,
commercial, and industrial facility recycling programs and initiatives.
(b)
The recycling surcharge shall be set in accordance with the provisions of Section 21-137.01 of this Code.
(c)
The operator of each landfill shall collect the fees and transmit them to the County in accordance with such
procedures as may be established by the Director.
(CB-58-1989; CB-65-1994)
SUBTITLE 21A. - REVENUE AUTHORITY.
DIVISION 1. - AUTHORIZATION.
Sec. 21A-101. - Definitions.
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(a)
In this Subtitle, the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Authority means the Revenue Authority established under Section 21A-102 of this Subtitle.
(2)
Bond or bonds means revenue bonds or notes, including, without limitation, bond anticipation notes and notes in
the nature of commercial paper, or other instruments, certificates, or evidences of obligation issued and sold or
offered for sale by the Authority, including refunding obligations.
(3)
Cost means the cost of or expense associated with:
(A)
All land, property, rights, easements, franchises, and licenses or interests therein deemed necessary for any
project;
(B)
All labor, materials, machinery, furnishings, and equipment;
(C)
Financing charges;
(D)
Establishment of reserves;
(E)
Interest prior to and during construction and for a reasonable period after completion of construction;
(F)
Engineering, architectural, and legal services;
(G)
Plans, specifications, surveys, estimates of cost and of revenues, and other expenses necessary or incident to
determining the feasibility or practicality of any project;
(H)
Administrative expenses;
(I)
Letters or lines of credit, municipal bond insurance, or any other form of financial guaranty or surety;
(J)
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Working capital; and
(K)
Other expenses as may be necessary or incident to the construction, reconstruction, renovation, remodeling,
improvement, equipping, furnishing, maintenance, acquisition, operation, or financing or refinancing of a
project, including the purchase, remodeling, renovation, or reconstruction of any existing facility acquired by the
Authority as a project and placing a project in operation.
(4)
County means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(5)
Local law means a legislative act of the County.
(6)
Project means any structure, facility, or undertaking, or any combination thereof of a similar class or character,
which the Authority is authorized to construct, reconstruct, remodel, renovate, improve, equip, furnish, maintain,
acquire, operate, control, regulate, finance, or refinance.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-102. - Revenue Authority created.
(a)
The governing body of the County is authorized to create, by local law, a body corporate and politic and a unit of
the County known as the "Revenue Authority of Prince George's County."
(b)
The Authority shall be created when the County:
(1)
Passes local laws providing and constituting the terms of the charter for the Authority; and
(2)
Files the charter with:
(A)
The Department of Assessments and Taxation;
(B)
The Department of Legislative Reference; and
(C)
The Secretary of State.
(c)
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The County may:
(1)
Amend the Authority's charter through local law if the amendments are filed with the Department of
Assessments and Taxation, the Department of Legislative Reference, and the Secretary of State;
(2)
Change the structure, organization, program, powers, or activity of the Authority unless the change would impair
the Authority's obligations under a contract or agreement the Authority entered into before the change; and
(3)
Terminate the Authority unless the termination would impair the Authority's obligations under a contract or
agreement the Authority entered into before the termination.
(d)
Before the County establishes the Authority, the County shall hold a public hearing which:
(1)
Shall be advertised twice by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the County at least 10 days
before the hearing; and
(2)
May not be part of the annual budget hearing.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-103. - Purpose.
(a)
Subject to the provisions of Subsection (c) of this Section, the Authority may construct, reconstruct, remodel,
renovate, improve, equip, furnish, maintain, acquire (by purchase, lease, or other legal means), operate, control,
regulate, and finance or refinance projects within the boundary lines of the County, devoted wholly or partially
for public uses, good, or general welfare.
(b)
Projects authorized under Subsection (a) of this Section may include:
(1)
Projects to stimulate employment or economic growth in the County;
(2)
Stadiums and recreational facilities;
(3)
Housing projects;
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(4)
Health and welfare facilities;
(5)
Transportation facilities and systems;
(6)
Land and buildings to be occupied by governmental or educational agencies; and
(7)
Other projects authorized by local law.
(c)
The approval of the governing body of the County, by ordinance or resolution, shall be required for all projects
authorized under this Section.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-104. - Membership.
(a)
(1)
The Authority shall consist of not less than five members.
(2)
The number of members of the Authority may be greater than five if authorized by local law.
(b)
The residency requirements, means of appointment and removal, qualifications, and terms of office of the
members of the Authority shall be specified by local law.
(c)
The officers and employees of the Authority shall be appointed and removed as specified by local law.
(d)
The exercise of all powers, authority, rights, and obligations of the Authority shall be as specified by local law
and by this Subtitle.
(e)
An act of the Authority may not be challenged on the basis of the absence of qualifications of a member of the
Authority if the member:
(1)
Has been appointed by the appropriate authority designated by local law; and
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(2)
Has taken the oath of office.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-105. - Powers.
(a)
Subject to local law, the Authority may:
(1)
Acquire, purchase, or otherwise obtain, hold, and use any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or
intangible, or any interest therein;
(2)
Lease as lessee any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein;
(3)
Lease as lessor any project or part of any project, whether wholly or partially completed, and any property, real,
personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein, at any time acquired by the Authority;
(4)
Mortgage or otherwise pledge or encumber any property, real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any
interest therein, of the Authority; and
(5)
Sell, transfer, or convey any project or any property, whether real, personal, or mixed, tangible or intangible, or
any interest therein, acquired or constructed by the Authority at any time.
(b)
The Authority may accept grants from, make loans to, and enter into contracts with any Federal, State, or local
agency or any private entity or party.
(c)
The Authority may establish, impose, and collect tolls, rates, rentals, fees, and charges relating to its projects and
property.
(d)
Subject to public general law and local law, the Authority has all other powers necessary or convenient to carry
out the purposes of the Authority.
(e)
The budgetary and financial procedures of the Authority shall be set by local law.
(f)
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No provisions of the Charter of the County or other County law regarding the duties, powers, or organization of
the Authority apply to the Authority, unless the County expressly provides by local law that the Charter
provision or other County law applies to the Authority.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-106. - Authority not a Municipal Corporation.
The Authority may not be deemed a municipal corporation as defined in Article XI-E of the Constitution of
Maryland.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-107. - Rules and regulations.
(a)
The Authority may make rules and regulations for the operation and use of property and projects under its
jurisdiction in the manner provided by local law.
(b)
Any violation of the rules and regulations duly adopted by the Authority is a misdemeanor and is punishable by
a fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment for not more than 180 days or both.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-108. - Bonds.
(a)
The Authority may issue bonds for the purpose of financing or refinancing, in whole or in part, the cost of any
one or more of the projects undertaken by the Authority including bonds issued in accordance with Section 91301 of Article 24 of the Annotated Code and Title 14, Subtitle 2 of Article 41 of the Annotated Code.
(b)
(1)
The bonds:
(A)
Shall not constitute a debt of the County or a pledge of the faith and credit of the County, of the State, or of any
political subdivision of the State; and
(B)
Shall not be considered obligations of the County for purposes of any debt limitation imposed on the County
under any constitutional, statutory, or Charter provision.
(2)
The bonds, the borrowing which they represent, and the project, the cost of which is being financed or
refinanced, are not subject to any referendum requirements of the Charter of the County.
(c)
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By resolution, the Authority may determine all matters with respect to the issuance, sale, delivery, and payment
of the bonds, including the issue date or dates, maturity or maturities, interest rate or rates or manner of
determining the interest rate or rates, terms, form or forms, denomination or denominations, manner of
execution, place or places of payment, source or sources of payment, redemption, refunding, sale price, manner
of sale, and security for the bonds.
(d)
The bonds, the transfer of the bonds, the interest payable on the bonds, and any income derived from the bonds,
including any profit realized in the sale or exchange of the bonds, shall be exempt at all times from taxation by
the State or by any of its counties, municipal corporations, or public agencies of any kind.
(e)
The bonds are exempt from the provisions of Article 31, Sections 9 through 11, of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(f)
(1) A pledge by the Authority of Revenues as security for an issue of bonds shall be valid and binding from the
time the pledge is made.
(2)
Revenues pledged by the Authority are subject immediately to the lien of the pledge without any physical
delivery or further act.
(3)
The lien of any pledge is valid and binding against any person having any claim of any kind in tort, contract, or
otherwise against the Authority, whether or not the person has notice of the lien.
(4)
Notwithstanding any provision of public general or public local law, perfection against third parties of a lien of a
pledge by the Authority of its revenues does not require the filing or recording of a resolution, trust agreement,
financing statement, continuation, or other statement or instrument adopted or entered into by the Authority in
any public record other than the records of the Authority.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491; Laws 2002, ch. 585)
Sec. 21A-109. - County funds.
(a)
As specified by local law, and to the extent not inconsistent with any constitutional or Charter provision or any
public general or public local law, the County may:
(1)
Assign, pledge, grant, contribute, or provide to the Authority any taxes, including hotel rental taxes, rates,
rentals, fees, charges, or other funds held or receivable by the County for any purpose, including as additional
security for any bonds of the Authority; and
(2)
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(A) Advance amounts to the Authority for any purpose, including payment of preliminary expenditures relating
to any project of the Authority or for deficiencies in debt service requirements; and
(B)
Provide for the repayment or forgiveness of the advances.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491; Laws 2002, ch. 585)
Sec. 21A-110. - Other funds.
(a)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle and to the extent not inconsistent with any constitutional or
Charter provision or any public general or public local law, the Authority, as provided by local law, may:
(1)
Receive and apply to its corporate purposes and projects any grants, contributions, pledges, loans, or other
amounts from the State, the County, the Federal Government, any other governmental unit, or any public or
private entity or party; and
(2)
To the extent not inconsistent with any contract, instrument, or law relating to a grant, contribution, pledge, loan,
or other amount, pledge the receipts as security for any of its bonds.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-111. - Tax exempt.
(a)
The property owned or controlled by, and the revenues of, the Authority are exempt from taxation of every kind
by the State or by any of its political subdivisions, municipal corporations, or public units.
(b)
The Authority may require a payment in lieu of taxes from any user or lessee of any property or product of the
Authority.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
Sec. 21A-112. - Disposition of earnings and assets.
(a)
The net earnings of the Authority, apart from those necessary to pay debt service or to implement the purposes
of this Subtitle, may not inure to the benefit of any person other than the County.
(b)
On termination of the Authority, all rights and title to all assets of the Authority shall vest in, and all obligations
and assets of the Authority shall be transferred to and be assumed by, the County.
(Laws 1996, ch. 491)
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DIVISION 2. - REVENUE AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED.
Sec. 21A-113. - Revenue Authority established; purposes.
(a)
There is hereby created, as a distinct and separate entity, pursuant to Section 21A-102 of this Subtitle, as enacted
by Chapter 491 of the Laws of Maryland, 1996, a body corporate and politic and a unit of the County known as
the Revenue Authority of Prince George's County, hereinafter referred to as the "Authority." The Authority may
exercise all the powers, authority, rights, and obligations granted to it by State law and this Subtitle.
(b)
The purposes of the Authority shall be to exercise its powers for projects within the boundary lines of the
County devoted wholly or partially for public uses, good, or general welfare, and to stimulate employment and
economic growth in the County.
(CB-84-1997)
Editor's note— CB-84-1997 provided that the consolidation of management and marketing of enterprise
operations by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission with the Authority, including the
assignment of personnel, may be accomplished by agreement between the Planning Board and the County.
Sec. 21A-114. - Definitions.
The definitions set forth in Section 21A-101 of this Subtitle shall apply to this Division.
(CB-84-1997)
Sec. 21A-115. - Membership.
(a)
The Authority shall consist of seven (7) public members and two (2) ex officio members. All shall be voting
members. The ex officio members shall be the Chief Administrative Officer of the County or a Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer, as designated by the County Executive, and the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.
(b)
All members shall be persons who possess ability, experience, and integrity.
(c)
Five (5) of the public members shall be appointed by the County Executive for terms of four (4) years each and
confirmed by the County Council. Two (2) of the public members shall be appointed by the County Council
according to the Council's rules. The terms of the appointments shall be staggered in such a manner that the
terms of office of no more than two (2) members of the Authority may expire in the same year.
(d)
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner of original appointment. Each member shall serve
until a successor is appointed and qualified even though the period of service may extend beyond the four (4)
year term. All official acts and votes of any member during the period of extended service shall be valid as if the
member were within said four (4) year term. A member of the Authority may be removed by the County
Executive for cause.
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(e)
Two (2) of the public members shall be designated by the County Executive to serve as Chairman and Vice
Chairman. Each such officer shall serve until a successor is designated even though the period of service may
extend beyond the period originally designated by the County Executive. All official acts of any such officer
during the period of extended office shall be valid as if the officer were within the period of original designation.
(f)
The public members shall be entitled to such compensation as is established in the annual operating budget of
the Authority, provided that such compensation shall be paid only for meetings actually attended.
(CB-84-1997; CB-6-2004)
Sec. 21A-116. - Powers.
(a)
Except as may be limited as provided therein, the Authority shall have all the rights and powers as established in
Sections 21A-103, 21A-105 (A), (B), (C), and (D), and 21A-110 of this Subtitle, and the Authority shall have all
the rights and powers as established in Subtitle 26 of the Prince George's County Code.
(b)
The Authority may appoint, with the consent of the County Executive, an Executive Director, SecretaryTreasurer, and General Counsel. The Authority may appoint and remove such other employees or agents as the
Authority shall deem necessary or desirable.
(c)
Until such time as the Authority shall appoint an Executive Director, Secretary-Treasurer, and General Counsel
for the Authority, the Chief Administrative Officer, Director of Finance, and County Attorney of the County
shall serve, respectively, in such capacities.
(d)
The Authority may delegate to one or more of its members, or to the officers, agents, or employees of the
Authority, such powers and duties as the Authority may deem necessary, so long as such delegation is not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-84-1997; CB-94-2003)
Sec. 21A-117. - Fiscal Year of the Authority.
The fiscal year of the Authority shall be from July 1 through June 30.
(CB-84-1997)
Sec. 21A-118. - Operating budget.
(a)
On or before January 15th of each year, the Authority shall prepare and submit to the County Executive a
proposed operating budget for the next fiscal year in such format as the County Executive may direct.
(b)
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The operating budget shall contain a statement of all revenue estimated to be received by the Authority during
the ensuing fiscal year, classified so as to show the receipts by funds and sources of income; a statement of any
debt service requirements for the ensuing fiscal year; a statement of the estimated cash surplus, if any, available
for expenditure during the ensuing fiscal year; a statement of any estimated deficit required to be made up in the
ensuing fiscal year; an estimate of the amounts the Authority deems necessary for conducting the business of the
Authority to be financed from estimated revenue for the ensuing fiscal year; a statement of the bonded and other
indebtedness of the Authority; a statement of any contingency reserve which shall remain unappropriated; a
comparative statement of the receipts, amounts budgeted, and annual expenditures for the last completed fiscal
year; a statement of all proposed expenditures for, and estimated revenue from, leases, subleases, and similar
real estate transactions; and such additional information as the County Executive may require.
(c)
If the proposed operating budget includes any item to be funded from payments (whether by lease payments,
grant, or otherwise) to be received from Prince George's County, Maryland, the anticipated receipt or receipts
shall be identified for each item and a copy of the proposed budget shall be submitted to the County Executive
and County Council for their review and comment. The Authority may make such modification to the proposed
budget as may be deemed appropriate in response to the comments of the County Executive or County Council.
(d)
On or before June 1st of each year, the Authority shall adopt the operating budget of the Authority for the next
fiscal year. The operating budget of the Authority shall be balanced at all times.
(f)
The Authority may amend its operating budget at any regular or special meeting. Each member shall receive a
copy of the proposed amendment with accompanying justification not less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to
the meeting. If a proposed budget amendment includes an increase in any anticipated receipt from Prince
George's County, Maryland, or the deletion of any facility of which the County is to be a user, copies of the
proposed budget amendment shall be submitted to the County Executive and County Council for their review
and comment at least thirty (30) days prior to its adoption.
(CB-84-1997)
Sec. 21A-119. - Capital budget.
(a)
For purposes of this Section, the term "capital project" or "project" shall mean:
(1)
Any physical public betterment or improvement by the Authority;
(2)
The acquisition of property of a permanent nature for use in accordance with the purposes and powers of the
Authority; or
(3)
The purchase of equipment for any public betterment or improvement when first constructed by the Authority.
(b)
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The Authority shall not commence any capital project without prior authorization of the County Executive and
the County Council as provided in this Section. No capital project shall be proposed unless it is proposed to be
commenced within the next succeeding six fiscal years. All capital projects approved under this Section shall
constitute the Authority's Capital Improvement Program. The Capital projects and related information for each
fiscal year, approved as part of a capital improvement program, shall constitute the capital budget of the
Authority for that fiscal year.
(c)
The Authority may propose to the County Executive one or more projects for inclusion in the Authority's Capital
Improvement Program. Each proposal shall include the following information:
(1)
A description of the project including an identification of the general location of the project;
(2)
Anticipated source of funding for the project;
(3)
Estimated cost of the project;
(4)
A statement of the relationship between the project and any project included in the County's Capital
Improvement Program; and
(5)
A schedule of anticipated expenditures of funds by fiscal year.
(d)
After reviewing the request of the Authority for the inclusion of one or more capital projects in the Authority's
Capital Improvement Program, the County Executive shall transmit any approved project, or any additional
project that the County Executive may propose for inclusion in the Authority's Capital Improvement Program, to
the County Council for its approval by ordinance or resolution. Any such project proposed by the County
Executive shall conform to the requirements of Subsection (b), above.
(e)
Prior to the adoption of the ordinance or resolution approving the Authority's Capital Improvement Program, the
County Council may add new projects or amend or delete any proposed project.
(f)
The proposed expenditure of funds by the Authority for each fiscal year of an approved capital improvement
program shall constitute the Authority's Capital Budget in that fiscal year. Where modifications are required to a
capital project, the capital improvement program shall be amended in the same manner as originally approved.
Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to authorize the Authority to expend any funds on any capital project
beyond the six-year period specified in the Authority's current Capital Improvement Program.
(g)
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No appropriation for a capital project in the Capital Budget of the Authority shall lapse until the purpose for
which the appropriation was made shall have been declared to be accomplished or declared to be abandoned by
the Authority. The balances remaining to the credit of the completed or abandoned capital projects being lapsed
shall be available for appropriation by the County in accordance with the requirements of this Division.
(h)
Transfers of appropriations between capital projects in the Authority's Capital Budget or Capital Improvement
Program may be authorized by resolution of the County Council upon request of the Authority and upon
concurrence of the County Executive.
(CB-84-1997)
Sec. 21A-120. - Operating Procedures.
(a)
The Authority may adopt by resolution rules and regulations for the operation and use of property and
undertakings under its jurisdiction.
(b)
The Authority shall adopt by resolution rules and regulations implementing personnel, purchasing, and bidding
procedures. Such regulations shall encourage minority business participation and may contain reasonable
exceptions from competitive bidding requirements as determined by the Authority.
(c)
On or before December 1st of each year, the Authority shall submit to the County Executive and County Council
a financial statement of its financial condition and results of its operations for the most recently completed fiscal
year. This financial statement shall be prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and
shall be audited by an independent certified public accountant.
(d)
The Authority shall provide such other reports as the County Executive or County Council may require.
(e)
All matters voted upon by the Authority shall require a quorum of four (4) members of the Authority.
(f)
Unless otherwise specified by State or local law, the Authority may take action by resolution with respect to all
matters within its jurisdiction.
(CB-84-1997)
Sec. 21A-121. - Conflicts of interest.
(a)
The members of the Authority and Authority shall comply with the provisions of Division 17 of Subtitle 2 of
this Code with regard to conflicts of interest and ethical considerations.
(b)
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Members and officers of the Authority shall file financial disclosure statements pursuant to Division 17 of
Subtitle 2 of this Code.
(CB-84-1997)
DIVISION 3. - PARKING AND PARKING FACILITIES.
Sec. 21A-301. - Parking and parking facilities.
The Revenue Authority of Prince George's County may exercise all the powers and functions granted to it by
State law and the Prince George's County Code regarding parking and parking facilities. The Revenue Authority
may do any other and all corporate acts for the purpose of carrying out its functions regarding parking and
parking facilities under State law and the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-79-2001)
Sec. 21A-302. - Purpose.
A purpose of the Revenue Authority is to provide for the encouragement of trade and industry, the relief of
conditions of unemployment, a balanced economy, the promotion of economic development through the
acquisition, construction and operation of parking and related facilities for motorized and nonmotorized
vehicles, and the enforcement of provisions of this Code regarding parking within Prince George's County
pursuant to Subtitle 26 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-79-2001; CB-94-2003)
Sec. 21A-303. - Definitions.
As used herein the term parking facilities shall mean and include any area, lot, structure, building, garage, or
other means for the storage or parking of automobiles, trucks, or other motorized or nonmotorized vehicles,
including vehicular and pedestrian access thereto, which may be established, constructed, erected, acquired,
owned or leased, maintained, and operated by the Revenue Authority. Such term shall also mean those
appurtenances such as parking meters, automatic gates, or security systems which may be acquired, owned or
leased by the Revenue Authority. Any such facilities may include such space for general rental purposes as the
Revenue Authority may in its discretion deem to be necessary or appropriate to be used for parking purposes.
Parking facilities are hereby expressly recognized as being among the types of projects in which the Revenue
Authority may engage pursuant to Section 21A-103 of this Subtitle.
(CB-79-2001)
Sec. 21A-304. - Report to County.
On or before September 15 of each year, the Revenue Authority shall provide to the County Executive and the
County Council a report of all transactions made by the Revenue Authority during the preceding fiscal year for
the acquisition, operation, or alienation of any parking facility or interest therein, including any interest in the
property on which the parking facility is located.
(CB-79-2001)
Sec. 21A-305. - Rules and regulations.
The Revenue Authority may make rules and regulations for the government and use of all land and other
property or parking facilities acquired by it or under its care. It shall cause these rules and regulations to be
posted on the property to which they apply. Following their promulgation, they shall be published at least two
(2) consecutive weeks in the County newspapers of record, and the posting and publication shall be sufficient
1944/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

notice to all persons. The sworn certificate of any member of the Revenue Authority of the posting and
publication shall be prima facie evidence thereof.
(CB-79-2001)
Sec. 21A-306. - Parking Districts.
(a)
The Authority is authorized to assess the vehicular parking needs of the County and recommend to the County
Council the establishment of specific Parking Districts. A recommendation to the County Council that a Parking
District be established shall describe the metes and bounds of the proposed District and shall be accompanied by
the following:
(1)
An assessment of current facilities for parking within the proposed District and an assessment of current and
future parking needs which could be met;
(2)
A parking facilities proposal to meet the needs identified, including, but not limited to, specific structures to be
erected and a time schedule for completion of the parking facilities proposed;
(3)
A financial plan for funding the parking facilities proposed which may include, but need not be limited to,
specific user charges proposed, any proposed intergovernmental transfer payments, an ad valorem tax rate, and
any other elements of the financial plan which will generate revenues sufficient to meet principal and interest
payment requirements on bond sales for the proposed parking facility and provide for operating and maintenance
costs.
(b)
Parking Districts shall be established by Resolution of the County Council, with the concurrence of any
municipality, if applicable.
(c)
The financial plan for funding parking facilities within a Parking District may be modified by legislative Act of
the County Council.
(CB-74-1978; CB-133-1993; CB-79-2001)
Editor's note— CR-69-1993 established Parking Districts within the City of Mount Rainier, areas within the
Prince George's Plaza Transit District Overlay Zone, areas within the West Hyattsville Transit District Overlay
Zone, and the City of Hyattsville.
Sec. 21A-307. - Parking Enforcement.
The Authority shall enforce provisions of this Code regarding parking within Prince George's County pursuant
to Subtitle 26 of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-94-2003)
SUBTITLE 22. - ON-SITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.
1945/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 22-101. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subtitle:
(1)
Absorptive Trench shall mean a trench ranging from twelve (12) inches to thirty-six (36) inches in width with a
minimum of twelve (12) inches of clean coarse aggregate and a distribution pipe, and covered with a minimum
of twelve (12) inches of earth cover.
(2)
Chemical Toilet shall mean a toilet which directs human wastes into a deodorizing and liquefying chemical in a
watertight tank.
(3)
Community Sewerage System shall mean any system, whether publicly or privately owned, serving two (2) or
more individual lots for the collection and disposal of sewage or other wastes of a liquid nature, including
various devices for the treatment of such sewage and wastes.
(4)
Deep Trench shall mean an absorptive trench greater than or equal to a depth of five (5) feet below ground
grade.
(5)
Disposal Field shall mean an area used for distributing the effluent discharged from an individual sewage
treatment device for absorption into the soil.
(6)
Health Officer shall mean the duly appointed Health Officer of Prince George's County, Maryland, or his/her
authorized representative.
(7)
Holding Tank shall mean a part of a special method of sewage retention and disposal. A holding tank shall
consist of a watertight pit or tank to receive the sewage and shall be of sufficient capacity to retain at least a one
(1) week's volume of such flow.
(8)
Individual Sewerage System shall mean a single system of sewers and piping, treatment tanks, or other facilities
serving only a single lot and disposing of sewage or other wastes of a liquid nature, in whole or in part, on or in
the soil of the property, into any waters of this State, or by other methods.
(9)
Industrial Waste shall mean any liquid, gaseous, solid, or other waste substance, or combination thereof,
resulting from any process of industry, manufacturing, trade, or business, or from the development of any natural
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resource, including agriculture.
(10)
Lot shall mean a designated lot or parcel on a recorded subdivision plat, or a parcel of land used as a building
site or intended to be used for building purposes, whether immediate or future.
(11)
Lot Width shall mean the distance between the side lot lines measured at the front building line.
(12)
Percolation Rate shall mean the time in minutes for water in a test hole to fall one (1) inch after prewetting.
(13)
Potable Water shall mean water free from impurities in amounts sufficient to cause disease or harmful
physiological effects.
(14)
Privy shall mean an earth or watertight pit or receptacle for receiving nonwater-carried human body wastes over
which is placed a privy house containing a seat or seats. For the purpose of these regulations, privies are
considered an on-site sewage disposal system.
(15)
Recovery Area shall mean area reserved for the sole purpose of the installation of initial and future sewage
disposal systems.
(16)
Remodel shall mean the extension or relocation of a sewage disposal system or its appurtenances, additions to
the system, or any other action which changes the nature or configuration of a system for the purpose of
correcting a sewage disposal nuisance.
(17)
Repairs shall mean the replacement of any defective part or appurtenance of a sewage disposal system which
does not alter the size or configuration of the system, and which is intended to correct a malfunction or to
improve the efficiency of operation of the system.
(18)
Seepage Bed shall mean a bed exceeding thirty-six (36) inches in width with a minimum of twelve (12) inches
of clean coarse aggregate and a system of distribution piping through which treated sewage may seep into the
surrounding soil.
(19)
Seepage Pit or Dry Well shall mean a pit extending into the porous soil strata through which septic tank effluent
may seep or leach into surrounding soil.
(20)
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Septic Tank shall mean a watertight receptacle which receives the discharge of a building sanitary drainage
system or part thereof, exclusive of industrial wastes, and is designed and constructed so as to separate solids
from the liquid, digest organic matter through a period of detention, prior to subsurface discharge.
(21)
Sewage shall mean the water-carried human wastes created in and carried, or to be carried away from
residences, hotels, schools, hospitals, industrial establishments, commercial establishments or any other private
or public building, together with such domestic and other wastes as may be present.
(22)
Sewage Disposal Nuisance shall mean a condition where the contents of any sewage disposal system are
accessible to humans, flies, animals, surface drainage, or are endangering a water supply or is detrimental to
health in any way.
(23)
Shallow Trench shall mean an absorptive trench not less than two (2) feet but less than five (5) feet in depth.
(24)
Static Groundwater Level shall mean the level of the groundwater reached in a water table observation hole after
twenty-four (24) hours.
(25)
Subdivision shall mean the division (by plat or deed) of a single tract, tracts, or other parcels of land, or a part
thereof, into two (2) or more lots, for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale or of building
development, (including changes in street lines or lot lines) and shall be in conformance with the provisions of
Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(26)
Upgrade shall mean the extension or relocation of a sewage disposal system or its appurtenances, additions to
the system, or any action which changes the nature or configuration of a system for the purpose of
accommodating a change in the structure being served by the sewage disposal system, or a change in the use of
the structure which results in an increase in the sewage flow.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-101.01. - Establishment of Fees.
Fees referenced in this Subtitle shall be designated by the Health Officer, subject to approval by Resolution by
the Board of Health.
(CB-11-1985)
Editor's note— CR-136-1985 adopted a schedule of fees for on-site sewer disposal systems (effective Sept. 24,
1985). CR-54-1991 amended the Schedule of Fees for On-site Sewage Disposal Systems. CR-32-1992 amended
the Schedule of Fees for On-site Sewage Disposal Systems.
DIVISION 2. - SOIL PERCOLATION TESTERS, CONTRACTORS, AND CLEANERS OF SEWAGE
SYSTEMS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - SEPARATE LICENSES FOR CONTRACTORS AND PERCOLATION TESTERS.
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Sec. 22-102. - Licensing contractors and percolation testers; separate licenses; examination.
(a)
No person shall construct, remodel, alter, enlarge, nor install any sewage disposal system or part of any sewage
disposal system, or engage in the business of soil percolation tests unless he is in possession of a valid license
issued by the Health Officer.
(b)
There shall be a separate license for contractors and testers. The issuance of one (1) license shall not entitle the
licensee to engage in the other licensed activity.
(c)
The applicant shall verify in writing that he will install sewage disposal systems or conduct percolation tests
according to these regulations and/or approved plans. Applicants shall also, at the discretion of the Health
Officer, be required to complete a written examination and/or oral review to indicate the applicant's knowledge
of the pertinent parts of this Subtitle and applicable State laws and regulations.
(d)
Homeowners installing their own sewage disposal system are exempted from licensing requirements, but the
Health Department must stake out the exact location of the disposal system prior to installation.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-103. - License application; fees.
(a)
Any person desiring to obtain a contractor's or a percolation tester's license shall apply to the Health Officer on
forms provided for that purpose by the Health Officer. No application shall be approved to a person whose
license previously issued is under suspension or revocation, or who is not eighteen (18) years of age, or who has
failed to sign the application and, where applicable, has failed to pass an examination.
(b)
A license fee as designated in the Table of Fees shall be payable upon application for a license, issued under this
Subdivision.
(CB-11-1985; CB-34-1992; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-104. - License term; renewal fee.
(a)
Licenses issued pursuant to this Subdivision shall be issued for a period not in excess of one (1) year and shall
expire on December 31st of each year.
(b)
Licenses may be renewed upon payment of a fee as designated in the Table of Fees within thirty (30) days of the
expiration date.
(CB-11-1985; CB-34-1992; CB-41-2015)
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Sec. 22-105. - Suspension or revocation.
Any license issued pursuant to this Subdivision may be revoked or suspended by the Health Officer for violation
of any provision of this Subtitle after sending a notice to the address of the licensee listed on his application. It is
the responsibility of the licensee to maintain a current address on the application.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-106. - Appeals; procedure.
(a)
Any person whose license has been suspended or revoked, or who has been denied a license or has been found to
be in violation of this Subdivision shall have a right to appeal, in writing, the decision to the Health Officer. The
decision to deny, revoke or suspend a license shall remain in effect until rescinded or modified by the Health
Officer.
(b)
A hearing shall be held within fifteen (15) days from the date of receipt of the request for a hearing. The
decision of the Health Officer shall be stated, in writing, and sent to the address of the licensee.
(c)
The Health Officer's decision to deny a license may be appealed in the Circuit Court. Any appeal shall be taken
to the Circuit Court within thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice of decision by the Health Officer.
(CB-11-1985)
SUBDIVISION 2. - LICENSE FOR SCAVENGERS.
Sec. 22-107. - Licensing requirements for scavengers.
No person shall engage in the business of cleaning and/or emptying any sewage disposal system or the dumping
of sewage wastes unless he is in possession of a valid scavenger's license issued by the Health Officer.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-108. - License application; fee; number.
(a)
Any person desiring to obtain a license under this Subdivision for cleaning and/or emptying any sewage disposal
system shall apply to the Health Officer on forms provided for that purpose by the Health Officer. No
application shall be approved to a person whose license previously issued is under suspension or revocation.
(b)
A license fee as designated in the Table of Fees shall be due and payable at the time of filing the application.
(c)
A license number shall be assigned to each license issued.
(CB-11-1985; CB-41-2015)
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Sec. 22-109. - Qualifications.
A license under Section 22-107 shall be issued upon proper application and payment of the required fee to any
person who is not less than eighteen (18) years of age at the time of filing the application.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-110. - License term; renewal fee.
(a)
Licenses issued pursuant to Sections 22-107 through 22-109 shall be issued for a period not in excess of one (1)
year and shall expire on December 31st of each year.
(b)
Licenses may be renewed upon payment of a fee as designated in the Table of Fees within thirty (30) days of the
expiration date.
(CB-11-1985; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-111. - Suspension and revocation.
Any license or permit issued pursuant to this Subdivision may be revoked or suspended for violation of any
provision of this Subtitle by the Health Officer after sending notice to the address of the licensee listed on the
application. It is the responsibility of the licensee to maintain a current address on the application.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-112. - Appeals; procedures.
(a)
Any person whose license or permit has been suspended or revoked, or who has been denied a license or permit
shall have a right to appeal, in writing, the decision to the Health Officer. The decision to deny, revoke or
suspend a license or permit shall remain in effect until rescinded or modified by the Health Officer.
(b)
A hearing shall be held within fifteen (15) days from the date of receipt of the request for a hearing. The
decision of the Health Officer shall be stated, in writing, and sent to the address of the licensee.
(c)
The Health Officer's decision to deny a license or permit may be appealed to the Circuit Court. Any appeal from
the Health Officer shall be taken to the Circuit Court within thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice of decision
by the Health Officer.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-113. - Vehicle Permits.
(a)
A permit shall be required for each vehicle used by a licensee for scavenging.
(b)
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A permit fee as designated in the Table of Fees shall be due and payable at the time of application.
(c)
Each vehicle shall pass a yearly inspection prior to being issued a permit.
(CB-11-1985; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-114. - Vehicle specifications; discharge site.
(a)
The name, address, telephone number, and license number of the licensee, and the words "For Sewage Only"
shall be permanently and legibly marked in four (4) inch high letters on both sides and the rear of each vehicle
used for cleaning sewage disposal systems.
(b)
Every vehicle used for cleaning sewage receptacles and transporting sewage shall be equipped with a watertight
tank or body and be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Sewage shall not be transported in an open
vehicle unless within approved portable receptacles.
(c)
All pumps, linkages, and hose lines shall be maintained so as to prevent leakage.
(d)
Approval shall be obtained from the Health Officer for every disposal site at which the person plans to discharge
the waste material collected.
(CB-11-1985)
DIVISION 3. - SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.
Sec. 22-115. - Applicability of Division.
The requirements of this Division shall apply to both new individual sewage disposal systems and to
replacement of or additions to existing systems.
(CB-11-1985)
SUBDIVISION 1. - PERMIT.
Sec. 22-116. - Permit required; exception.
(a)
No person shall install, construct, extend, alter or remodel any sewage disposal system unless he obtains a
permit from the Health Officer.
(b)
A permit shall not be required in connection with the repair of a sewage disposal system. A field work order
shall be issued by the Health Officer as an authorization to perform repairs.
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(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-117. - Permit application; fee; information.
(a)
Any person desiring to obtain a permit, a permit renewal, or to conduct a percolation test, or test for an
Innovative/Alternative disposal system, pursuant to this Division shall apply to the Health Officer on forms
provided for that purpose by the Health Officer. Application for a permit shall be made only by the owner of an
individual lot or his authorized representative. It is the responsibility of the applicant to maintain a current
address on the application.
(b)
The fee for each application filed shall be as designated in the Table of Fees and payable upon filing the
application. No fee shall be assessed for filing an application for a privy.
(CB-11-1985; CB-34-1992; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-118. - Information to be submitted for issuance of a septic permit.
(a)
Upon completion of satisfactory percolation tests, applicants for a permit under this Division shall furnish the
following information:
(1)
A completed Sewage Disposal Permit Application.
(2)
Six (6) copies of completed site plans of a scale of 1":10' - 1":50' which will include:
(A)
Location of the proposed structure to be serviced by the disposal system.
(B)
A diagram including the house dimensions and number of floors of the proposed structure to be served by the
disposal system.
(C)
Location of utilities entering and crossing the lot.
(D)
Original and final contours at one (1) or two (2) foot intervals, as may be appropriate, to show the topography
and final grading of the lot. On a remodel of a system, the topography shall be furnished if requested by the
Health Department.
(E)
Location of all satisfactory and unsatisfactory percolation tests and water table holes.
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(F)
Location of wells on the property and wells within one hundred (100) feet of the property line.
(G)
Detailed plan of the proposed disposal system shall include:
(i)
Size of septic tank;
(ii)
Dimensions of disposal trench, seepage pits or seepage bed;
(iii)
Location of trench to be shown on contour;
(iv)
Elevation profile of entire disposal system;
(v)
Location of all components of disposal system.
(H)
Storm water management proposal.
(3)
Any pertinent groundwater and geological data as the Health Officer may require.
(4)
Evidence to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Health Officer that there is no part of a community sewerage
system legally and economically available to the building to be served.
(b)
A fee designated in the Table of Fees shall be charged for a plat review of a private septic system or well.
(c)
A fee designated in the Table of Fees shall be charged for each time plans are required to be resubmitted for
additional review because of errors or missing information, and the fee is payable when the plan is resubmitted.
(CB-11-1985; CB-44-2004; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-119. - Permit issuance; term; renewal.
(a)
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Upon payment of the fee provided under Section 22-117, filing the proper application and compliance with this
Subtitle and any applicable law or regulation of the State and County, a permit shall be issued.
(b)
All permits issued under this Division shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance. The Health Officer
may issue one renewal for a period not to exceed six (6) months.
(c)
Any permit that has been allowed to expire shall only be renewed upon submittal of a new application and
payment of a fee as designated in the Table of Fees.
(CB-11-1985; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 22-120. - Refusal of Permit.
(a)
The Health Officer shall refuse to issue a permit:
(1)
Where a public sewer abuts the property in question, unless the public sewer is not legally and/or economically
available to the building to be served;
(2)
Where the installation of such a system would be contrary to any County Water and Sewerage Plan adopted
pursuant to Sections 9-503 through 9-515, Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland;
(3)
Where issuance of such permit is in conflict with this or other applicable laws, ordinances, or regulations.
(CB-11-1985; CB-55-1993)
Sec. 22-121. - Permit denial; appeal.
Any person whose application for a permit under this Division has been denied shall be notified by the Health
Officer by the sending of a notice of denial to the address of the applicant as listed on his application. The
decision to deny an application may be appealed in Circuit Court. Any appeal shall be taken within thirty (30)
days of the receipt of the notice of decision.
(CB-11-1985)
SUBDIVISION 2. - INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.
Sec. 22-122. - Minimum lot size.
The minimum lot size shall depend upon the site plan, the percolation test conducted on the lot and be in
accordance with COMAR 26.04.03 and the Prince George's County Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan. Lot size
shall not prohibit the remodeling of an existing system that has failed under normal use.
(CB-11-1985; CB-55-1993)
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Sec. 22-123. - Recovery Area.
(a)
The recovery area of the building site must meet the requirements of the Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan and
COMAR 26.04.03. The recovery area must remain undisturbed and be free of permanent structures, easements,
driveways, utility lines, or other physical structures that would prohibit the installation of future replacement
drainfields.
(b)
The recovery area, as shown on the approved site plan, as well as the septic system, shall remain as part of the
lot until such time as the building is connected to public sewer, except as provided for in the Prince George's
County Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan.
(CB-11-1985; CB-55-1993)
Sec. 22-124. - Percolation tests.
(a)
A completed application or form provided by the Health Department for percolation tests must be filed with the
Health Department specifying the following information:
(1)
Owner's name, address, and telephone number;
(2)
Applicant's name, address, and telephone number;
(3)
Proposed use of the building;
(4)
Number of people to be served by this building;
(5)
Square footage of proposed building;
(6)
Residential use: number of bedrooms, basement plumbing anticipated;
(7)
Commercial use:
(A)
Fixture count by type and number;
(B)
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Type of operation;
(C)
Number of employees;
(D)
Type of waste expected to be discharged;
(8)
Other pertinent information as may be necessary.
(b)
A proposed site plan must accompany any commercial application specifying the proposed building site,
property lines, proposed parking lot, and two (2) foot contours.
(c)
A site plan may be required for subdivisions showing the house locations, proposed wells (if applicable), five (5)
foot contours, and property lines for each lot.
(d)
On lots where the Prince George's County Soil Survey maps or soil borings indicate severe limitations based on
seasonally perched, seasonally high water tables, or flood hazards, soil percolation tests and any other tests, as
may be required, shall be performed from February 1 - April 30 when the highest water table can be expected at
the on-site sewage disposal site. The time period can be expanded or restricted by the Health Officer depending
on the static water levels observed in water table wells located throughout the County. If the Health Officer or a
professional soil scientist certified by the American Registry of Certified Professionals in Agronomy, Crops, or
Soils (ARCPACS) finds that the soil conditions found at the on-site sewage disposal site are contrary to the
County Soil Survey and that seasonably high water tables, perched water tables or flood hazards do not exist, the
percolation test may be conducted at any time.
(e)
Property Identification and Water Table Observation Hole.
(1)
The applicant shall locate the property lines and proposed building on the site.
(2)
A water table observation hole shall be required from which the static groundwater level shall be determined
after a twenty-four (24) hour observation period. The hole shall be located within the proposed recovery area.
Subsequent percolation tests shall be conducted in the absorptive layers a minimum distance (buffer) above the
determined groundwater table as determined in Table 1 of Appendix B (Section 22-152).
(3)
The Health Department is responsible for approving the proposed location of all percolation tests and water table
observation holes.
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(f)
Shallow Test Procedures (less than five (5) feet).
(1)
Dig or bore a minimum of four (4) test holes with a diameter from four (4) inches to twenty-four (24) inches and
vertical sides to the depth of the proposed absorption trench.
(2)
Preparation of test holes.
(A)
Remove any smeared soil surfaces and provide a natural soil interface into which water may percolate. Remove
all loose material from the hole. Add two (2) inches of coarse sand or fine gravel to protect the bottom from
scouring and sediment.
(3)
Prewetting and test measurement.
(A)
Fill the hole with clean water so that the water level is approximately six (6) inches over the gravel. Measure the
drop every thirty (30) minutes, readjusting the water level to six (6) inches above the gravel for two (2) hours.
The last measurement observed will determine the percolation rate and shall be recorded as the time in minutes
for the water to drop one (1) inch. If the water level in the hole fails to drop the minimum amount in Table 2
(Section 22-153) within a thirty (30) minute period, the hole is unsatisfactory. A more extensive prewet may be
required in clayey soils.
(B)
Minimum requirement.
(i)
A test shall be satisfactory when the percolation rate is demonstrated to be at least .2077 gallons per square foot
which is equivalent to the required minimum Maryland State Standard percolation rate of one (1) inch in thirty
(30) minutes, based on a one (1) foot square test hole. Percolation rates for round percolation test holes can be
found in Table 2. (Section 22-153).
(C)
In soils in which the first six (6) inches of water seeps away in less than thirty (30) minutes, the time interval
between measurements shall be ten (10) minutes for a maximum of forty (40) minutes. The drop that occurs
during the final ten (10) minutes is used to calculate the percolation rate.
(g)
Deep Testing Procedures (five (5) feet or greater).
(1)
Number and location of tests.
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(A)
Test holes eight (8) inches to twenty-four (24) inches in diameter shall be bored to a depth where absorptive soil
conditions are observed. A minimum of two (2) satisfactory tests shall be conducted to establish adequate
disposal area. If deemed necessary, additional tests, or soil borings may be called for.
(2)
Prewetting and Percolation Rate Measurement.
(A)
Procedures.
(i)
The test boring shall be filled with a minimum of four (4) feet of water at which time the water level is allowed
to drop a prescribed amount of inches as specified in Table 3 (Section 22-154). After the water level has dropped
the prescribed number of inches, the water level is adjusted back to its original level and the procedure is
repeated. A more extensive prewet may be required at the discretion of the Health Officer. The last measurement
observed will determine the percolation rate and shall be recorded as the time in minutes for the water to drop
one (1) inch. If the water level within any of the holes fails to drop the prescribed amount of inches within a
thirty (30) minute time period, the hole is considered unsatisfactory.
(B)
Minimum requirement.
(i)
A test shall be satisfactory when the percolation rate is demonstrated to be at least .2077 gallons per square foot
which is equivalent to the required minimum Maryland State Standard percolation rate of one (1) inch in thirty
(30) minutes, based on a one (1) foot square test hole. Percolation rates for round percolation test holes can be
found in Table 3 (Section 22-154).
(h)
Supplementary percolation tests may be required by the Health Officer if needed.
(i)
Grading and filling of the sewage disposal area may negate the percolation test. Grading and filling of the
proposed sewage disposal and recovery area will not be permitted.
(j)
Supplementary percolation tests may be required by the Health Officer after three (3) years from the date of
testing, or if the percolation test requirements under which they were conducted are changed by new regulations.
(k)
Once a proposed sewage disposal area has proven to be unsatisfactory due to unsatisfactory soil percolation
rates, that area may not be retested at the same depth. Unsatisfactory water tables and percolation tests may not
be included in the proposed recovery area.
(CB-11-1985; CB-141-1987)
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Sec. 22-125. - General Design Requirements.
(a)
The design of the individual sewage disposal system shall take into consideration topography, water table, soil
characteristics, available area, the quantity and type of sewage, the cost of constructing the system, projected
sewage flow based on maximum occupancy of the structure, square footage of the structure, or other acceptable
methods.
(b)
The type of system to be installed shall be determined on the basis of location, soil permeability, and
groundwater conditions, including depth to the water table.
(c)
The system shall be designed to receive and treat all sewage, including wastes from garbage grinders and
automatic washing machines, from the structures. Drainage from basement footings or from roofs shall not enter
the system. In addition, wastes shall not be discharged into the system when their introduction would interfere
with proper operation of the system.
(d)
The treated wastes from a septic tank shall be discharged into subsurface disposal systems approved by the
Health Officer.
(e)
The minimum distances that shall be observed in locating the various components of the individual sewage
system from other structures shall be as indicated in Table 4 (Section 22-155).
(f)
Under unusual circumstances, the Health Officer may approve variances to the design criteria, or may require
the installation of special sewage disposal components such as alternating drainfields, low pressure distribution,
diversion valves or dosing when appropriate.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-126. - Construction Specification.
(a)
Individual sewage disposal systems must be designed, constructed, altered, extended or enlarged, or remodeled
in accordance with the requirements set forth in this Subdivision.
(b)
The building sewer shall be constructed in accordance with the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
plumbing regulations.
(c)
Septic tanks shall meet the following specifications:
(1)
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The septic tank shall have a capacity of not less than that shown in Table 5 (Section 22-156).
(2)
In tanks having two (2) compartments, the inlet compartment shall have a capacity between one-half (1/2) and
two-thirds (2/3) of the total tank capacity. If an inverted fitting is used on the inlet compartment side of the
baffle, its opening shall be located forty (40) percent of the liquid depth below the flow line. In each case, the
total area of the opening provided by the pipe fitting shall be equal to, or greater than, the area of the inlet to the
tank.
(3)
Septic tanks shall be constructed of reinforced concrete, or other material approved by the Health Officer, and be
of permanent construction. Precast concrete tanks should have a minimum wall thickness of three (3) inches and
should be adequately reinforced. The cover of the tank shall be designed for a dead load of not less than three
hundred (300) pounds per square foot and, if of concrete, should be reinforced and not less than three (3) inches
thick. Septic tanks which are subject to vehicular loadings shall be constructed of reinforced concrete adequate
to withstand the loadings.
(4)
The inlet and outlet of the septic tank shall be provided with manholes. Each compartment in multiple
compartment tanks shall be provided with a manhole. Manhole openings shall be at least twenty (20) inches in
minimum dimension and provided with covers which can be sealed watertight. Manhole extensions shall be
required where necessary to provide access for maintenance to the septic tank and be so constructed to be
watertight.
(5)
Pipe inlets shall be installed consisting of a sanitary tee of cast iron, PVC, or other material as authorized by the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission plumbing regulations. Outlets may be sanitary tees of cast iron,
vitrified clay pipe, plastic or other acceptable material. Short sections of pipe shall be installed in the tees to the
required outlet depths. Baffles may be installed when approved by the Health Officer.
(6)
The invert of the inlet pipe shall be located at least two (2) inches above the invert of the outlet.
(d)
Construction Standards for Absorption Trenches.
(1)
The minimum absorption trench length shall be calculated according to Appendix A (Section 22-150).
(2)
The trench shall be filled with filter material to a level two (2) inches above the distribution line. The filter
material shall cover the tile and extend the full length, width and depth of the trench and be not less than six (6)
inches below the tile and two (2) inches over the tile. The filter material shall be washed gravel or other material
approved by the Health Officer ranging in size from one and one-half (1 1/2) to two and one-half (2 1/2) inches.
The filter material shall be reasonably free of fines, dirt, clays and other associated material and shall be covered
by untreated paper or similar material one (1) foot from the top of the ground.
(3)
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Distribution lines in absorptive trenches shall be constructed of ridged perforated plastic pipe that shall meet
National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) Standard 14 or other material approved by the Health Officer. Each pipe
must sustain a minimum pressure of twenty-five (25) psi and must have a minimum of three (3) rows of
perforations with each row having three (3) perforations of three-quarter (3/4) inch diameter per lineal foot. The
invert of each distribution line shall be installed approximately eighteen (18) inches below ground grade.
(4)
Absorptive trenches with depths of three (3) feet or less shall not be constructed on ground having a slope
greater than ten (10) percent. Absorptive trenches with depths of greater than three (3) feet, but less than five (5)
feet shall not be constructed on slopes exceeding fifteen percent (15%). Absorptive trenches with depths of five
feet or greater shall not be constructed on ground with slopes in excess of twenty-five percent (25%).
(5)
All absorptive trenches shall be constructed at the same depth as the percolation test.
(6)
Absorption drainfields depths of less than five (5) feet will be spaced according to Table 6 (Section 22-157).
Absorption drainfields depths of five (5) feet or greater will maintain a spacing of twice the gravel depth
between drainfields up to a maximum of twenty (20) foot separation.
(7)
The distribution lines within one (1) absorption trench shall not exceed one hundred (100) feet in length. A one
percent (1%) slope shall be maintained on the first twenty (20) feet of pipe while the remainder of pipe should
maintain zero percent (0%) slope.
(e)
Seepage Pits; specifications.
(1)
Absorptive area. Seepage pits may be installed where the absorptive strata is seventeen (17) feet or greater
below grade.
(2)
Location. Seepage pits shall not be located in swales or ravines and shall not be installed on slopes exceeding
twenty-five percent (25%).
(3)
Number of Pits. The number of pits shall be calculated based on the equivalent length of drainfield as
determined by Appendix A (Section 22-150).
(4)
Depth of Excavation. The seepage pit excavation shall be constructed to the depth of the percolation tests.
(5)
Seepage pits shall be separated a minimum of twenty (20) feet from center to center.
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(6)
The general construction of seepage pits shall be in accordance with Figure 1 (Section 22-158).
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-127. - Privies; specifications.
(a)
No person shall construct a privy for a structure served by a water supply under pressure. All privy pits shall be
covered with a privy house, the floor and riser of which shall be constructed of concrete or tightly fitted wood.
The riser shall be capped with a tight fitting, self- closing lid. The pit shall be vented through a screened stack
extending from the top of the pit to above the roof of the house. Construction of the pit, floor, riser, seat and vent
shall be such as to prevent flies and rodents from access to the pit contents. On request, a plan of a privy may be
made available by the Health Officer. See Figure 2 (Section 22-159).
(b)
At the discretion of the Health Officer, privies shall only be used in areas of the County where no other means of
sewage disposal is available or in parks owned or operated by a governmental agency.
(c)
Privies will not be approved for new construction except for campgrounds or at the discretion of the Health
Officer. All privies, with the exception of vault privies, must be constructed so that the bottom of the privy pit
shall meet minimum buffer requirements as established in Table 1 (Section 22-152).
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-128. - Chemical Toilets.
(a)
A chemical toilet may only be used as a method of sewage disposal under the following conditions:
(1)
As a temporary alternative for an existing building where water under pressure is not available until such time
that a permanent means of sewage disposal is provided for that building;
(2)
For a temporary event not to exceed fourteen (14) days;
(3)
Building construction sites during construction;
(4)
At the discretion of the Health Officer, in parks owned or operated by a governmental agency.
(b)
Chemical toilets must be maintained and emptied as necessary by a licensed scavenger to prevent a sewage
disposal nuisance.
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(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-129. - Holding Tanks; conditions; contract.
(a)
Holding tanks shall not be used as a means of sewage disposal for new construction.
(b)
The Health Officer may authorize the use of a holding tank as a method of sewage collection and disposal under
the following conditions:
(1)
As a temporary means of sewage disposal during repair or remodel of an existing individual sewage disposal
system.
(2)
As a interim means of sewage disposal where correction of a malfunctioning septic system is impractical until
such time as a connection to public sewer can be made. The property must connect to the public sewerage
system when it becomes available to the property.
(c)
Prior to issuance of a permit for a holding tank the applicant shall submit to the Health Officer a copy of a valid
contract with a licensed septic tank scavenger. The contract shall indicate that the holding tank will be properly
cleaned and maintained during its use.
(d)
The holding tank must be maintained and emptied as necessary by a licensed scavenger to prevent a sewage
disposal nuisance.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-130. - Additional Requirements.
In the interest of preserving the public health, the Health Officer may, if necessary, impose more stringent
requirements than provided in this Subdivision.
(CB-11-1985)
SUBDIVISION 3. - NUISANCES AND INSPECTIONS.
Sec. 22-131. - Sewage Disposal Nuisance; condemnation; use.
(a)
Any method of sewage disposal, by which the sewage is accessible to humans, flies, animals, surface drainage,
or is endangering a water supply or which is detrimental to health in any way, shall constitute a sewage disposal
nuisance. The Health Officer shall condemn all sewage disposal nuisances, and any sewage disposal method
condemned shall not be reapproved unless the nuisance is abated.
(b)
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No person shall occupy for dwelling or business purpose any dwelling, apartment house, store, or other building
where the sewage disposal system has been condemned or the method of sewage disposal is detrimental to
health.
Sec. 22-132. - Nuisance Abatement; notices; contents.
(a)
The Health Officer shall have the power to make inspections of all methods of sewage disposal. If a sewage
disposal nuisance is found to exist, the Health Officer shall notify the owner or occupant of the property to
reconstruct or replace the existing system under permit as prescribed in this Subtitle or to connect to public
sewer if it is available. No owner or occupant shall maintain a sewage disposal nuisance after the time limit
specified by the Health Officer.
(b)
If a sewage disposal nuisance is found to exist, the Health Officer may, in addition to notices served in other
ways, post a notice on or about any building affected by or contributing to the nuisance.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-133. - Inspections of Transferred Property.
Upon receipt of a written request from the current owner, contract purchaser, or an authorized agent and an
inspection fee as designated by the Health Officer, the Health Officer may investigate both the sewage disposal
and water supply systems serving the property and shall make comments appropriate to both systems. The
written request shall include complete property description by street address or complete legal description by
subdivision, lot, block, or tax map, grid, and parcel numbers.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-134. - Certification of Agricultural Well Use.
Upon receipt of a written request from the current owner and an inspection fee as designated by the Health
Officer, the Health Officer may investigate the use of an existing water supply system to be maintained for
agricultural use. The written request shall include a complete property description by street address and the
telephone number of the property owner. The inspection fee does not include any costs for water sample
analysis.
(CB-34-1992)
Sec. 22-135. through Sec. 22-149. - Reserved.
Sec. 22-150. - Appendix A.
(a)
Calculation of minimum absorption trench length.
(1)
Design Flow (gallons per day).
(A)
Residential flow must be designed in accordance to Table 5 (Section 22-156).
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(B)
Nonresidential design sewage flow shall be equal to twice the daily average sewage flow.
(2)
Loading Rate (gallons per day per square foot).
(A)
The loading rate is determined by Figure 3 (Section 22-160) using the State equivalent percolation rate.
(3)
Available Absorptive Area (square feet per linear feet).
(A)
Deep trenches. The available absorptive areas shall be equal to the height of the absorptive layer found on the
percolation test report.
(B)
Shallow trenches. The available absorptive area shall equal the bottom area per linear foot of drainfield.
(C)
Dry wells. The available absorptive area shall be equal to the height of the absorptive layer found on the
percolation test report multiplied by the circumference.
(4)
Required Absorptive Area.
Design Flow (gpd)
(5)
Minimum Length of Trench
= Required Absorptive Area (ft 2 ) = feet of Trench
Available Absorptive Area (ft 2 ) / ft
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-151. - Appendix B.
TABLES
Table 1 -

Buffer requirements for various months of the year.

Table 2 -

Minimum water level drop in thirty (30) minutes as a function of diameter of test hole
(shallow tests).

Table 3 -

Minimum water level drop in thirty (30) minutes as a function of diameter of test hole (deep
tests).

Table 4 -

Minimum distance requirement.
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Table 5 -

Septic tank capacity and design flow.

Table 6 -

Shallow trench spacing.

FIGURES
Figure 1 - Dry Well Configuration.
Figure 2 - Privy Configuration.
Figure 3 - Loading Rate Graph.

(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-152. - Table 1.
Buffer requirements for various months of the year.
MONTHS

BUFFER REQUIREMENTS

December 1 - January 31

5'

February 1 - May 15

4'

May 15 - June 15

5'

June 16 - October 16

8'

October 17 - November 30

6'

(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-153. - Table 2.
Shallow Percolation Tests - Minimum drop as a function of hole diameter.*
DIAMETER
INCHES

CORRECTION DROP IN 30
FACTOR
MINUTES

MINUTES PER
INCH DROP

4

2.33

2.33"

13

6

1.67

1.67"

18

8

1.33

1.33"

23

10

1.13

1.13"

27

12

1.00

1.00"

30

*Equivalent to State standard test of linear inches in 30 minutes.

(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-154. - Table 3.
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(a)
Deep percolation tests - minimum drop as a function of hole diameter with four feet of water in the hole.*
DIAMETER
INCHES

DROP IN 30
MINUTES

MINUTES PER
INCH DROP

8

8.0

3.6

10

6.0

5.0

12

5.0

6.0

14

4.5

6.6

16

4.0

7.5

18

3.5

8.5

20

3.0

10.0

22

3.0

10.0

24

2.5

12.0

*Equivalent to State standard test.
.2077 gallons/square foot in 30 minutes.

(b)
For test holes with more than four feet of water, the minimum drop shall be determined by the following
formula:
Minimum Drop = 16H / D
H = Height of water column (feet)
D = Diameter of hole (inches)

(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-155. - Table 4.
Minimum Distance Requirements.
COMPONENT SHALLOW
OF SYSTEM WELL

DEEP
WELL

PRESSURE
STREAM
WATER LINE

DWELLING

PROPERTY
LINE

Building Sewer 50

50

7

-

-

-

Septic Tank

100

50

10

-

15**

10**

Disposal Field 100

50

10

25*

20**

10**

Dry Well

50

10

50*

20**

10**

100

*Field or pit must not be in a floodplain.
**These minimum distances may be reduced by the Health Officer.
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(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-156. - Table 5.
(a)
Septic Tank Capacity and Design Flow.
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-COMPARTMENT TANK
GROSS SQUARE
FOOTAGE

SEPTIC TANK
CAPACITY

DESIGN FLOW

MINIMUM
DRAINFIELD LENGTH

0 - 1,750 sq. ft

1,000 gals.

720 gal/day

70

1,751 - 2,250 sq. ft

1,500 gals.

900 gal/day

100

2,251 - 3,000 sq. ft

1,750 gals.

1,000 gal/day

120

> 3,000 sq. ft

2,000 gals.

1,000 gal/day

130

RESIDENTIAL DOUBLE-COMPARTMENT TANK
GROSS SQUARE
FOOTAGE

SEPTIC TANK
CAPACITY

DESIGN FLOW

MINIMUM
DRAINFIELD LENGTH

0 - 1,750 sq. ft

1,000 gals.

720 gal/day

70

1,751 - 2,250 sq. ft

1,250 gals.

900 gal/day

100

2,251 - 3,000 sq. ft

1,500 gals.

1,000 gal/day

120

> 3,000 sq. ft

1,800 gals.

1,000 gal/day

130

(b)
Commercial Septic Tank Capacity.
(1)
Tank Capacity will be based on a forty-eight (48) hour retention capacity as calculated from the average sewage
flow.
(2)
Two-compartment septic tanks shall be required for commercial establishments having a design flow in excess
of 1,000 gallons/day.
(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-157. - Table 6.
Shallow trench spacing.
WIDTH (FEET)

DEPTH (FEET)

SPACING (FEET)
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1

2-3.0

3

1

3.5

4

1

4.0

5

1

4.5

6

2

2-4.5

6

3

2-4.5

9

(CB-11-1985)
Sec. 22-158. - Dry Well Construction Specifications.
Figure 1.

Sec. 22-159. - General Specifications for the Design and Construction of a Privy.
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(a)
A privy pit may be constructed by boarding a square or rectangular pit to prevent earth caving or by providing a
watertight structure in the pit.
(b)
The pit shall provide a minimum capacity of 50-cubic feet. The pit should be lined with boards and a privy
building shall be placed over the pit. The floor of this building shall be of wood or concrete with the privy seat
of wood. A vent located adjacent to the seat shall extend from the pit to a point above the roof of the building.
The seat shall be provided with a cover which shall be self-closing.
(c)
All openings in the building shall be screened to prevent the entrance of flies. Earth shall be mounded on all
sides of the building to prevent the entrance of rats to the pit.
Sec. 22-160. - Loading Rate.
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Sec. 22-161. - Appendix C.
(a)
State Standard Test.

(1)
Area for absorption.
Bottom = 1 ft 2
4 sides at 1/2 ft 2
TOTAL = 1 + 4 (.5) = 3 ft 2
(2)
Absorptive Rate in gallons / ft 2 / 30 minutes.
.62333 gallons
3 ft 2 / 30 mins.

=

.2077 gallons
ft 2 / 30 mins.

(b)
Conversion to State equivalent.
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(1)
Theory. State standard passing percolation test is .2077 gallons/ft/30 minutes. Any diameter hole can be used for
a test hole provided that the equivalent State percolation test rate is achieved in terms of gallons per square foot
in 30 minutes, that being .2077 gallons for every square foot of absorptive area (i.e., a hole with ten (10) square
feet of wetted area would have to absorb 2.077 gallons of water). This volume can be converted into an inch
drop as a function of test hole diameter.
(A)
Shallow Test Conversion: (Test hole with six (6) inches of water)
(i)
Volume as a function of test hole diameter.

Formula H × Pi R 2 × 7.48
H = Height = 6 inches = .5 feet
R = Radius = D/2
Pi = 3.14159
7.48 converts cubic feet to gallons

Volume = (.5) (Pi) (D/2) 2 (7.48)

D in inches = (.5) (Pi) (D/12) 2 (1/4) (7.48)

Volume absorbed = Pi (X/12) (D/12) 2 (1/4) (7.48)
X = inches dropped

(ii)
Available Absorptive Area (Based on six (6) inches of water).
Includes sidewall and bottom

Area = Pi D H + Pi (D/2)2

H = Height = 6 inches = .5 feet
D = Diameter (inches)
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Converting D into feet = D/12

Area = Pi(D/12)(.5) + Pi (D/12) 2 (1/4)

(iii)
Volume/Area as a function of diameter and inch drop.

Pi (X/12) (D/12) 2 (1/4) (7.48)
Pi (D/12) (.5) + Pi (D/12) 2 (1/4)

Simplifying:

(X/12) (D/12) (1/4) (7.48)
(.5 + D/48)

(iv)
Set equal to .2077 and solve for X.

.2077 = .0129861 (D) (X)
(.5 + D/48)

Varying D from 4 to 12 inches gives minimum inch drop in 30 minutes being equal to State standard test in
terms of gallons per square feet in 30 minutes. This was reported in Table 2.
(v)
To convert to equivalent State test rate, multiply the rate in minutes per inch by the correction factor found in
Table 2.
(B)
Deep Test Conversion: (Bottom area not included, with four (4) feet of water)
(i)
Volume formula: V = Pi (H) (D/12) 2 (1/4) (7.48)
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Volume absorbed = Pi (D/12) 2 (1/4) (7.48) (X/12)

Pi = 3.14159
D = Diameter (inches)
X = Equivalent drop inches = H in general formula

(ii)
Area formula: Pi (D/12)

Pi = 3.14159
D = Diameter (inches)
H = Height = 4 feet

Simplifying: Pi (D/12) (4) = Area

(iii)
Volume (gallons) / Area (ft 2 )
Pi (X/12)(D/12)(D/12)(1/4)(7.48)

=

Pi (D/12)4)
.0129861 (D)(X)

(X/12)(D/12)(7.48)(1/4) =
4

=

.0032465 (D)(X)

4

(iv)
Set this formula equal to the minimum State standard rate.

.0032465 (D) (X) = .2077 gals/ ft 2 /30 minutes

Varying D and solving for X gives minimum rates found in Table 3.
(v)
To convert to State equivalent rate, 30 minutes/inch is divided by the ratio of percolation rate gallons/ft/minute
to the State maximum rate of .2077 gallons/ ft 2 /30 minutes by the following formula:
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Where D = Diameter (inches)
X = Drop recorded (inches)
T = Time to measure drop (minutes)

Simplifying equation.

30 minutes/inch
.469 (D)(X)

=

____ minutes/inch

=

____ minutes/inch

T

64
= (D) (X)
T

i.e., 8 inch diameter hole drops 8 inches in 15 minutes. Find equivalent State standard rate.
64
= Equivalent rate = (D) (X)

= 15 minutes/inch

T

(CB-55-1993)
SUBTITLE 23. - ROADS AND SIDEWALKS.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 23-101. - Short title; purpose.
(a)
This Subtitle and all provisions herein shall be known and may be hereafter cited as "The Road Ordinance of
Prince George's County, Maryland."
(b)
The purpose of this Subtitle shall be to promote the safety and welfare of the citizens of the County by
regulating and establishing standards for all road construction, as herein defined, and to assure the provision of
adequate and safe roads in connection with the development of, or construction upon, adjacent or nearby lands.
(CB-98-1989)
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Sec. 23-102. - Definitions.
(a)
Except as herein provided, the definitions of words and phrases used in this Subtitle shall be the same as stated
in Subtitles 1, 4, 24, 26, and 27 of this Code. If not defined in the said Subtitles or herein, the words or phrases
shall have the meanings generally recognized under Maryland law.
(b)
The following words and phrases are hereby defined with respect to their use in this Subtitle:
(1)
Acceptance. The decision or ruling of the Director, or his duly authorized agent, that the construction specified
in a permit, or under contract with the County, has been completed so as to allow the release of the permit and
the assumption of County maintenance of the completed construction.
(2)
Applicant. Any person, as herein defined, who has applied for a permit to perform any construction regulated by
this Subtitle.
(3)
Approval. The decision or ruling of the Director, or his duly authorized agent, that the plans, specifications,
agreements, conditions, and other supporting documents submitted by an applicant are in order and meet the
applicable standards and requirements of this Code, so that a permit may be issued.
(3.1)
Complete Street means a public street that safely and adequately accommodates motorized and non-motorized
users, including pedestrians, bicycles, motor, freight, emergency and transit vehicles, in a manner appropriate to
the function and context of the facility.
(4)
Default. The condition in which a permittee has failed to complete the work covered within the scope of the
permit within the time prescribed in the permit, or the time prescribed by this Subtitle if not stated in the permit.
(5)
Department. The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement of Prince George's County.
(6)
Design and Construction Standards. The "Specifications and Standards for Roadways and Bridges," the
"Specifications and Standards for Highway Traffic Signals," and the Design Manual for Small Wireless
Facilities of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, as adopted and amended from periodically as
provided for by this Subtitle, together with the Design and Construction Standards specified herein, and the
policies and procedures adopted pursuant to the authority of the Director of Public Works and Transportation as
provided for by this Subtitle.
(7)
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Developer. Any person, as herein defined, undertaking any building, alteration, reconstruction, or other
development or redevelopment activity as herein defined.
(8)
Director. The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or his duly authorized
agent.
(8.1)
Green Street means a street or road that safely and adequately accommodates and incorporates best management
practices of environmental site design for addressing stormwater runoff, including using small scale stormwater
management practices, nonstructural techniques, and better site planning to minimize the impact of road and
sidewalk development on water resources.
(9)
Inspector. A person authorized by the Director to observe and inspect conditions within or affecting the right-ofway, to include road construction and materials used in road construction to determine or enforce compliance
with this Subtitle, the Design and Construction Standards, and the terms of any permit or contract requirement.
(9.1)
Litter. Litter as defined by Section 13-261 of this Code.
(10)
Park and Planning Commission. The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(11)
Permit. An official document or certificate issued by the Director, or his duly authorized agent, authorizing
performance of specified construction at a specified location and within a specified time, together with all
supporting documents, agreements, conditions, plans, and specifications.
(12)
Permittee. Any person who has been granted a permit for construction. Also, any contractor, subcontractor,
excavator, or other person undertaking construction pursuant to a permit.
(13)
Person. A person as defined by Section 1-102 of this Code; also any public utility, public agency, political
subdivision, authority, or agent thereof.
(14)
Planning Board. The Planning Board for Prince George's County, as defined in the Land Use Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(14.1)
Portable Storage Container. A non-vehicular outdoor container for the storage of household or other items
greater in size than three cubic yards.
(15)
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Public Utility. An organization franchised by the County or State Government or authorized by law to install,
operate, and maintain facilities in public or private rights-of-way for the purpose of distribution of fuel or
energy, for communication, or for distribution of a public water supply and collection and conveyance of
sanitary sewage or storm water. This term does not include an organization franchised to construct, operate, or
maintain a public transportation system.
(15.1)
Utility Designated Inspectors mean utility staff inspectors or third-party inspectors of the utility's choosing and
approved by the County. Utility staff eligible for training must be currently working in the inspection field as
engineering technicians, or the appropriate equivalent, with construction inspection work experience.
(16)
Right-of-Way. Any land area which has been dedicated to public use by a plat of subdivision or other instrument
recorded in the land records of the County; also, any land area deeded to or acquired by the County for road or
transportation purposes; also, any land area which has been conveyed to a public agency by easement for public
use for road or transportation purposes; also, any land area which has been declared by competent authority to be
a public right-of-way through use or through prescriptive usage in accordance with Maryland law; also, any land
area along a County-maintained road which falls within the traveled way or the actively maintained shoulders
and side ditches of the County-maintained road. With respect to a private road conforming to this Code, any land
area contained in an easement or private right-of-way recorded in the land records of the County for ingress and
egress, access, or terms of similar meaning. With respect to storm water management facilities, any land area
contained in an easement or right-of-way recorded in the land records of the County for the installation,
operation, or maintenance of the said facilities.
(17)
Road. Any travel way or right-of-way, whether open or not, and any land area dedicated to public use, in a
recorded deed or recorded plat of subdivision, for the purpose of, or used for, passage of vehicular or pedestrian
traffic, together with adjacent appurtenant drainage ditches, channels, support slopes, structures, walks, and
traffic control devices. This term shall embrace all ways designated as roads, streets, alleys, lanes, paths,
highways, avenues, or terms of similar meaning.
(A)
County Road.
(i)
County-maintained. A public road which has been accepted for full perpetual maintenance by the County.
(ii)
Other Public. A public road which has been dedicated, deeded, or assigned to public use through easement, and
is open to the public, but over which no public agency has assumed the responsibility for full maintenance.
Maintenance by the County is limited to the correction of dangerous conditions so as to permit all-weather use
by emergency vehicles and to correct any condition that jeopardizes the lives of the motoring public.
(iii)
Other Public Surfaced. An other public road which has been improved with an all-weather surface by the
County. Maintenance is limited to providing snow and ice control as necessary for emergency vehicle access,
drainage work necessary to protect the all-weather surface, and repairs to the paved surface.
(B)
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Federal Road. A public road which is under the jurisdiction of the United States Government.
(C)
Historic Road. A public or private road, as designated by the County Council, which has been documented by
historic surveys or maps, and which maintains its historic alignment and historic landscape context through
views of natural features, historic landscape patterns, historic sites and structures, historic farmstead groupings,
or rural villages.
(D)
Municipal Road. A public road which is under the jurisdiction of an incorporated municipality.
(E)
Park Road. A public road which is under the jurisdiction of the Park and Planning Commission.
(F)
Private Road. Any road which is not a public road. Alleys are considered private roads that are not maintained
by the County.
(G)
Public Road. A road which has been accepted for maintenance by a public agency, political subdivision, or
incorporated municipality; also, any road which lies within a right-of-way owned by, or under the jurisdiction of,
the County or dedicated to public use by a recorded deed or recorded plat of subdivision; also, any road which
has become recognized as public under Maryland law through long use by the general public.
(H)
Scenic Road. A public or private road, as designated by the County Council, which provides scenic views along
a substantial part of its length through natural or manmade features such as forest or extensive woodland,
cropland, pasturage, or meadows; distinctive topography, including outcroppings, streambeds, or wetlands;
traditional building types; historic sites; or roadway features such as curving, rolling roadway alignment and
"leaf tunnels."
(I)
State Road. A public road which is under the jurisdiction of the State of Maryland.
(18)
Road Construction. Any act of opening, cutting into, clearing, grading, cultivating, excavating, maintaining,
repairing, building, constructing, improving, or otherwise altering any road or any part thereof; also, placing any
structure, plant, or other permanent object in a road, whether authorized by permit or not; also, any act of
establishing or creating an entrance into any road.
(18.1)
Road Restoration means the temporary or permanent act of road restoration following road construction.
(19)
Roadside Tree. Any tree or shrub growing within the right-of-way of any public road.
1980/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(20)
S.H.A. The State Highway Administration of Maryland.
(20.1)
Small Wireless Facility means a facility that meets each of the following conditions:
(i)
the facility:
1.
is mounted on a structure 50 feet or less in height, including the antenna, or
2.
is mounted on a structure no more than 10 percent taller than other adjacent structures, or
3.
does not extend the existing structure on which it is located to a height of more than 50 feet or by more than 10
percent, whichever is greater;
(ii)
each antenna associated with the facility, excluding associated equipment, is no more than three cubic feet in
volume;
(iii)
all other wireless equipment associated with the structure, including the equipment associated with the antenna
and any pre-existing associated equipment on the structure, is no more than 28 cubic feet in volume; and
(iv)
the facility does not result in human exposure to radio frequency (RF) radiation in excess of all applicable FCC
safety standards.
(20.2)
Small Wireless Facility Permit means a permit authorizing placement of a small wireless facility in the public
right-of-way.
(20.3)
Small Wireless Facility Permittee means a person applying for or holding a permit to place a small wireless
facility in the public right-of-way
(21)
Specifications. The "General Specifications and Standards for Roadways and Bridges" and the "Specifications
and Standards for Highway Traffic Signals," and the Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities of the
Department of Public Works and Transportation, as adopted by this Subtitle and as amended from periodically as
provided by this Subtitle, along with any construction specifications, general specifications, special conditions,
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and terms of any covenant or agreement referenced in a construction contract or a permit for road construction,
as adopted pursuant to the authority of the Director as provided for by this Subtitle.
(21.1)
Urban Design. Design standards focused on the public streetscape within urban areas, such as streets, sidewalks,
street furniture and amenities, including bicycle facilities that form a high-quality, pedestrian-friendly sense of
place.
(22)
WSSC. The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.
(23)
Weeds. Weeds as defined by Section 13-261 of this Code.
(CB-98-1989; CB-73-2000; CB-75-2000; CB-44-2009; CB-83-2012; CB-18-2013; CB-86-2015; CB-17-2018;
CB-19-2018; CB-58-2019; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— CR-113-1992 designated Bryan Point Road as a scenic road and requires the Department of
Public Works and Transportation to recommend design standards for scenic roads.
CR-39-1999 designated a portion of Old Crain Highway between the Town of Upper Marlboro and U.S. Route
301 as a scenic road.
CR-60-2007 designated Swanson Road/Swanson Road Spur in Upper Marlboro, between the boundary of U.S.
Rt. 301 and to their easterly terminus, as a Scenic Road.
Sec. 23-103. - Obligation for road improvements.
(a)
Any person seeking to undertake building, alteration, reconstruction, or other development or redevelopment on
land which fronts on an existing or proposed public road shall be responsible for constructing or upgrading said
road to an approved standard. No person shall undertake any building, alteration, reconstruction, or other
development or redevelopment on a property, and no building permit shall be issued for such activities unless
the Department has determined compliance with the requirements of this Subtitle. The road shall be constructed
to its ultimate cross section in accordance with the Design and Construction Standards, to an alignment approved
by the Department.
(b)
Any person required to obtain a haul road permit pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle shall be required to
install pavement for a sufficient distance, as determined by the inspector, from an existing road onto the site
wherein the facility is located, as would effectively prevent the deposit of debris, fill, refuse, or other sediment
on an existing road during the ordinary course of hauling operations, unless other methods consistent with said
purpose, and approved by the inspector, are employed.
(c)
No person shall undertake any road construction without having first obtained a permit from the Department in
accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle, unless specifically exempted.
(d)
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All road construction shall conform to the requirements of this Subtitle and to the approved plans, specifications,
and terms of a permit issued by the Department, and, unless otherwise stated in the approved plans and the
permit, to the Design and Construction Standards.
(e)
Where the Director has waived or deferred requirements for improvements to an other public road, any further
improvements to the roadway shall be at the sole expense of the owners of the abutting properties to the extent
that the improvements to be made include those improvements which were previously waived or deferred. The
County shall not be obligated to assume responsibility for the maintenance, repair, or improvement of the road
or portion of the road where road construction requirements have been waived or deferred.
(f)
Where the Director has waived or deferred requirements for improvements on or along County-maintained
roads, any further improvements to the roadway shall be at the sole expense of the owners of the abutting
properties to the extent that the improvements to be made include those improvements which were previously
waived or deferred.
(g)
No person shall establish or create an entrance or intersection of a road, driveway, haul road, or other vehicular
way into any County road unless the Director has determined compliance with the requirements of this Subtitle.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-104. - Exemptions.
(a)
The following road construction activities do not require a permit from the Department:
(1)
Road construction by the United States Government, or an agency thereof, incidental to construction or
development on property under the jurisdiction of the United States Government;
(2)
Road construction by the Maryland State Highway Administration in connection with the construction,
improvement, or maintenance of a State road;
(3)
Road construction by, or under, a permit or contract issued by an incorporated city, town, or village upon a
municipal road under the jurisdiction of said city, town, or village;
(4)
Road construction by a person working in conformance with a contract with the Department of Public Works
and Transportation for construction, improvement, or maintenance;
(5)
Activities pursuant to mandatory requirements for removal of snow and ice and incidental upkeep of sidewalks,
entrances, and grass areas in the public right-of-way by, or on behalf of, the owner of abutting property;
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(6)
Placement of mailboxes, newspaper delivery boxes, and similar facilities, provided that they conform to
standards established by the Department of Public Works and Transportation;
(7)
Erection of temporary real estate directional signs in conformance with this Code;
(8)
Activities for which the Director has granted a waiver.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-105. - Authority of the Director.
(a)
The Director shall administer and enforce this Subtitle except as specifically provided otherwise. In addition, the
Director is authorized and empowered to make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as are reasonably
necessary to implement the requirements and purpose of this Subtitle, and to fully exercise the authority of
Article 25A of the Annotated Code of Maryland and the County Charter, to protect the public safety and health
with respect to public roads under the jurisdiction of the County.
(b)
The Director shall review the Design and Construction Standards and may recommend amendments or revisions
as he deems necessary, from time to time, except as otherwise specifically prohibited. Prior to implementing a
revision to the Design and Construction Standards, the proposed revision shall be made available to the public
for input.
(c)
The Director may disapprove the issuance of a permit for all or part of the proposed road construction where the
work will interfere with the access to adjacent properties or the abutting lots, will not provide adequate traffic
safety or circulation or continuation of the road, or the road construction may have an adverse effect on the
public roads or nearby properties.
(d)
At any time prior to acceptance of the completed road construction under a permit issued by the Department, the
Director may find that the limits or details of the work called for in the permit will not provide proper grading,
will interfere with access to adjacent properties or the abutting lots, or will not provide adequate drainage or
traffic circulation or continuation of the road, and for these and other reasons indicating that the road
construction may have an adverse effect on the public roads or nearby properties may:
(1)
Alter the permit requirements to extend, reduce, or modify the extent or details of the road construction; or
(2)
Revoke the permit where work has not started pursuant to the procedures contained herein.
(e)
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Where the Director finds that road construction has been performed by an owner, occupant, or developer of
property abutting a road, or by another person, whether the work was under a permit or not, and a situation has
been created which constitutes or creates a hazard or interference to the users of the road, results in a nuisance,
or is otherwise not in compliance with the County Code or the Design and Construction Standards, the Director
may order the owner or developer of the abutting properties, or the person who created the situation, to correct
or remove the construction or correct the situation within a specified period of time. If the owner or developer of
the abutting property fails to take corrective action as specified in the order within the designated period of time,
in conformance with this Subtitle, the Director may cause the necessary corrections to be made, and the costs of
this action may be assessed to the owner in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-109. If a person who is
not the owner, developer, or representative of same for the abutting property creates a situation, as set forth
above, which the person fails to correct when notified by the Department, the Department may perform the
necessary corrective action and the person who created the situation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(f)
The Director of Public Works and Transportation shall establish and apply standards for the maintenance of all
County roads.
(g)
(1)
The Director is authorized to waive, defer, or accept payment in lieu of compliance with the requirements of this
Subtitle (except as provided in Subsection (h)), in whole or in part, where construction of road improvements is
not practicable or desirable due to scattered ownership of lots in the area, insufficient right-of-way, or other
factors determined by the Director to constitute an unreasonable hardship to the applicant or permittee, or hazard
or nuisance to the public. Nothing herein shall be deemed to authorize the Director to waive or reduce any
private right-of-way or easement standards set forth in Subtitle 24 of this Code, but the Director may increase
these standards when deemed appropriate.
(2)
As relates to a small wireless facility permit only, upon an Applicant's showing that enforcement of a
requirement found in this Subtitle or in the Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities and this Subtitle would
conflict with any applicable law, the Director is authorized to waive any such requirement but only to the
minimum extent required for compliance.
(h)
The Director must verify for land located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, that any and all proposed
grading and/or construction is in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation Manual and Subtitles 4,
5B, 24, and 27 of the County Code prior to the approval or issuance of any permit within the Critical Area. The
Director may not waive or grant a variance from this Subsection.
(CB-98-1989; CB-39-1992; CB-18-2013; CB-27-2014; CB-58-2019; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 23-106. - Validity of prior ordinance limited.
Any valid permit, issued in conformance with this Subtitle prior to the effective date of this Section and in force
on said date, shall continue in force subject to the requirements of law in effect at the time of its issuance;
however, such permit shall be subject to the requirements of the fee schedule and bond requirements in force at
the time of any request for extension.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-107. - Penalty.
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(a)
Any person who does any road construction in a public right-of-way without a valid permit, or performs work in
conflict with the detailed plans submitted and approved for work to be performed under permit, or creates a
situation within the right-of-way which requires corrective action shall immediately take those actions necessary
to reinstate a pre-existing permit where the permit has expired or been suspended, or obtain a permit where none
existed, and then correct or remove said work or correct said situation to bring it into conformance with
established requirements or standards within the time specified in a written Notice of Violation from the
Department. Noncompliance on the part of the responsible person shall be a violation of this Subtitle.
(b)
Any person required by this Subtitle to have a permit who performs work which is in violation of the provisions
of this Subtitle, approved permit plans, or a lawful order issued thereunder, or creates a situation in the right-ofway which constitutes a hazard to public safety, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not
more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), by imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment for each offense. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate
offense.
(c)
The application of such penalty shall not preclude the enforced removal, abatement, or correction of the
conditions, which were found to be in noncompliance, through appropriate proceedings in a court of competent
jurisdiction. In addition, the County may take those actions necessary to correct the situation, and all costs
therefor shall be billed to the responsible person in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-109, or be
recovered through legal recourse.
(CB-98-1989; CB-17-2018)
Sec. 23-108. - Appeals; right of appeal.
(a)
Prior to the commencement of any appeal, any person aggrieved, with the exception of a person aggrieved under
Section 23-117(a), shall, within fifteen (15) days of a decision, action, or nonaction by an authorized
representative of the Department, make known in writing the basis of his complaint to the individual responsible
for the decision, action, or nonaction, together with a request for review. If a satisfactory resolution cannot be
reached within fifteen (15) days of the receipt of the written complaint, the person aggrieved may request a
review of the decision by the next higher level of authority (as established by the Director).
(b)
Any person may file an appeal to the Board of Administrative Appeals within thirty (30) days (except for a
Notice of Violation which shall require the appeal to be filed within fifteen (15) days) after the resolution period
provided for in Subsection (a), above, or within thirty (30) days after the expiration of a thirty (30) day period
allowed for such resolution. No appeal (with the exception of a Notice of Violation) shall be considered by the
Board of Administrative Appeals until the person aggrieved has obtained a decision by the Director, or the thirty
(30) day period for resolution has passed without such decision.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013; CB-17-2018)
Sec. 23-109. - Enforcement; charges; recorded statement; lien.
(a)
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Whenever the Director has provided notice to a person and instructed said person to perform corrective action
within or adjacent to a public right-of-way, or to perform construction which has been deferred in accordance
with the terms of an agreement or covenant, which said person fails to perform within the amount of time
specified by the Director, the Director may cause the necessary corrective action or construction to be made at
County expense and initiate the procedure for reimbursement of the cost as set forth herein.
(b)
When the County has effected the removal of a hazard, or taken necessary corrective action to correct a problem
within or adjacent to a public right-of-way, or has paid for said removal or corrective action, or has performed
construction which was the responsibility of the permittee, adjacent property owner, or another responsible
person, the actual cost thereof, if not paid by the permittee, owner, or person within thirty (30) days, shall be
collected by initiating one or more of the following courses of action:
(1)
The recordation of a statement from the Director creating a lien against the adjacent property to be collected
through a supplemental tax bill where the owner is responsible; or
(2)
Action against any bonds posted by the responsible party where the permittee is responsible; or
(3)
Legal action, including action for injunction relief, in a court of competent jurisdiction.
(c)
Where the full amount due the County is not paid by such owner within thirty (30) days after notice of the
charges for the removal of a hazard or correction of a problem, the Director shall cause to be recorded with the
Office of Finance for Prince George's County a sworn statement showing the cost and expense incurred for the
work, the date the work was done, and the location of the property on which, or adjacent to which, said work
was done. The sworn statement shall be available for public inspection. Recordation of such a statement shall
constitute a lien on the subject property, and the amount of such lien shall be collected in the same manner as the
County tax on real property.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-110. through Sec. 23-111. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - PERMITS, BONDS, FEES.
Sec. 23-112. - Application for permit.
(a)
Application for a road construction permit shall be made on forms provided by the Director, and shall, when
required by the Director, be accompanied by:
(1)
The specifications applicable to the scope of work covered by the permit;
(A)
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For utility permits for non-emergency work, the plan for meeting the public notification requirements, including
how the public will be notified, which neighborhoods will be impacted, and whether any change of traffic
patterns will be part of the notification, as approved by the Department;
(B)
The plan for meeting the milling, overlay, and greenspace restoration requirements, per the approved utility
policy;
(2)
The maintenance of traffic plan;
(3)
The proposed inspection plan;
(4)
Suitable prints of detailed plans of the work;
(5)
A filing fee in accordance with Section 23-115 for each application;
(6)
Estimated cost of the work; and
(7)
The signature of the owner or authorized agent.
(b)
The Director may refuse to accept an application for a road construction permit from any applicant, as principal,
who is or was in default on a previously issued permit, or who is the permittee listed on an expired permit which
is not currently in the process of being extended by County administrative action.
(c)
Before the Department may issue a road construction permit, or concur in the issuance of a building permit, all
bonds required shall be approved by the Director and the County Attorney.
(d)
Application for a small wireless facility permit shall be made on forms provided by the Director, and shall, when
required by the Director, be accompanied by any document required in the application, including, but not limited
to:
(1)
The name of the applicant, applicant's Maryland address and contact information, and if a corporation,
documentation of authority to do business in the state of Maryland;
(2)
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The specifications applicable to the scope of work covered by the permit;
(3)
The maintenance of traffic plan, if applicable;
(4)
The proposed inspection plan;
(5)
Suitable prints of detailed plans of the work;
(6)
A filing fee in accordance with Section 23-115 for each application;
(7)
Estimated cost of the work;
(8)
The signature of the owner or authorized agent;
(9)
Detailed construction plans describing proposed installation of the small wireless facility and/or wireless support
structure to be deployed, including any details, images, manufacturer information and/or material specifications
required by the County, including pre-construction work, construction work, and restoration work required,
along with a description of the facilities and property that are subject of or affected the by application(s). This
plan shall clearly show existing features, utilities and right of way limits, and shall define required limits of
restoration of the county right of way;
(10)
Written description of the proposed design and installation, including a statement with intent with respect to
location or co-location, as that term is defined in Subtitle 5A of this Code;
(11)
In the case of a proposed attachment to an existing utility pole not owned by the County in the public right-ofway, an executed agreement or authorization from the owner of the utility pole;
(12)
In the case of a proposed attachment to a County-owned facility located in the public right-of-way, an executed
agreement with the County authorizing the attachment;
(13)
A written report signed by a third-party licensed professional engineer that identifies all equipment that has RF
emissions and will be installed at the site, and all factors relevant to the calculation of RF emissions, the formula
used to calculate emissions, drawings showing RF emission levels, horizontal and vertical areas where
exposures will be exceeded and recommended measures to mitigate exposure rates; and
1989/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(14)
In the case of a proposed placement in the public right-of-way, a Master License Agreement executed by the
applicant, as established and required by Subtitle 5A of this Code;
(15)
Proof of Insurance in an amount commensurate to that required by application and property access agreement.
(16)
Proof that the proposed facilities will not generate noise above the level allowable in Subtitle 19 — Pollution,
Division 2 — Noise Control of this Code.
(17)
A valid maintenance permit.
(18)
A bond approved prior to permit issuance.
(CB-98-1989; CB-17-2018; CB-58-2019)
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 23-113. - Submittal and approval of plans required.
(a)
No permit shall be issued until plans have been submitted to the Department and approved by the Director as
conforming to the requirements of this Subtitle, and the Director has determined that all required fees have been
paid to the County and all required security has been posted.
(b)
All plans which are submitted in compliance with Subsection (a) of this Section shall conform to the Design and
Construction Standards.
(c)
All plans submitted for approval of road construction shall be on polyester drafting film or comparably durable
drafting media, 24 inches by 36 inches, suitable for reproduction on a Diazo white printer or similar copier.
(d)
All plans submitted for approval shall be accompanied by such supporting documentation, calculations,
drawings, and correspondence as may be required to establish the suitability and correctness of the design.
(e)
All plans submitted for approval shall be prepared by, or under the direct supervision of, a professional engineer
or professional land surveyor registered in Maryland, who shall affix his or her seal and signature to the plans
and computations. Plans that include the design of storm drains, storm water management facilities, or load1990/3869
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bearing structures of any kind shall be prepared by, or under the direct supervision of, a professional engineer
registered in Maryland who shall affix his or her seal and signature to the plans and associated computations.
(f)
The engineer or land surveyor, as the case may be, shall certify on the plan that:
(1)
All public utilities have reviewed the plans for conflicts with their systems and have approved the plans; and
(2)
All existing and proposed utilities within or adjacent to the planned work areas have been properly located and
shown on the plans.
(g)
When application is made for maintenance work to be done on an other public road, the type and number of
plans required to be submitted shall be specified by the Director.
(h)
Types of plans required.
(1)
Proposed Road Profile. The proposed road profile shall be on plan and profile sheets showing the adjacent
properties with lot and block or parcel designations. The profile section shall show the computed proposed grade
with vertical curve information, curb fillet profiles, and existing ground lines at the center line, both right-of-way
lines, and the building restriction lines. All ground lines shall be extended a minimum of five hundred (500)
linear feet past the grade limit or the distance required to assure proper grade design elements as determined by
the Department. The proposed grade on all roads shall be approved by the Department. Where SHA or WSSC
facilities may be affected by the proposed grade, the permittee must obtain the approval of the respective
agencies prior to approval by the Department.
(2)
Street Construction Plan. The Street construction plan shall show the following:
(A)
All existing or proposed storm drainage and other utilities located within the right-of-way (water, sewer, electric,
telephone, etc.) in plan and profile;
(B)
Ground profiles and other design data for all storm drainage;
(C)
Right-of-way, road names, dimensions, location map (on a 2000 scale, showing all vicinity streets and located in
upper right-hand corner of plan), north point, scale, datum, survey controls, property lines, curb and gutter,
sidewalks, hiker-biker trails, driveways, traffic signals and street lights, types of paving, existing specimen trees
to be retained, new trees, storm drainage inlets with elevations shown, and sufficient elevations at all
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intersections for the curb, gutter, and paving to assure adequate drainage of the intersection. The Director may
require topography and coordinates to be added to the plan;
(D)
Approval by governmental agencies affected where applicable;
(E)
Where determined necessary by the applicant due to the amount of material necessary to be shown on the plan,
the applicant may use two (2) plans to separately show the drainage and paving related information.
(3)
Sediment Control Plans.
(A)
No street grading or street construction permit shall be issued without the approval of the sediment control plans
by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(i)
Approval; phases. The Director may separately approve plans for the various phases of construction, including,
but not limited to, grading, storm drainage, and paving. The phases and scope of work covered by the approved
sediment control plans submitted to the Prince George's Soil Conservation District must be the same scope and
phasing submitted to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for permitting purposes.
(j)
Modification of plans previously approved. Prior to or during construction, the Director may require additional
data and design revisions pertinent to the scope of the work covered by the permit and/or require such work
changes as are deemed necessary to provide a completed facility in accordance with the Design and
Construction Standards, or as determined to be necessary by the Director for the general safety of the public.
When the Director requires design revisions or additional work to be performed as part of a permit, the applicant
or permittee shall coordinate and obtain all associated permit approvals from the other governmental agencies
having jurisdiction.
(1)
Street Construction Plan Approvals. Approval of a street construction plan shall expire three (3) years after the
date of approval or upon expiration of the permit and any extension thereof, whichever is longer.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-114. - Review of application for permit.
(a)
If the Department, upon review of the application, determines that the proposed work conforms with the Design
and Construction Standards, the Department shall notify the applicant of the amount of the permit fee and the
amount and types of bond required.
(b)

1992/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

If the Department, upon review of the application, determines that the proposed work does not conform to the
Design and Construction Standards, the Department shall notify the applicant of its objection to the proposed
work and inform him of the actions which shall be required to bring the plans into compliance so that the
applicant may amend his application.
(c)
If the applicant does not post bond and pay the required permit fee within six (6) months from the date the
application is filed, and such failure is not created by governmental action or inaction, the permit application
shall be void and the filing fee will be forfeited at the discretion of the Director.
(d)
Substantive modifications by the applicant to an existing permit application which result in significant changes
to the plans will require the payment of a new filing fee in an amount based upon the incremental change in the
estimated construction cost. The amount shall be equal to ten percent (10%) of the incremental change, but in no
case less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). The new filing fee shall be dedicated solely to the provision of staff
and administrative services used to process applications, subject to appropriation.
(CB-98-1989; CB-74-2005)
Sec. 23-115. - Permit fees.
(a)
The fee for issuance of any road construction permit required by this ordinance, excepting a utility permit fee for
a public utility, small wireless facility permit fee for work in the public right-of-way, or a haul road permit fee
for operation of a haul road, shall be ten percent (10%) of the cost of the work as estimated by the Department.
The estimated cost for this purpose shall not include the contingency allowance. In no event, shall the amount of
the fee be less than Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00). The fee for issuance of any road construction permit shall be
dedicated solely to the provision of staff and administrative services used to issue road construction permits,
subject to appropriation.
(b)
The Director shall establish and maintain a Table of Fees for all types of permits and shall have the authority to
change the fees from time to time pursuant to Section 2-253.63(d) and (e).
(c)
A nonrefundable filing fee shall be charged to process an application for a road construction permit. The filing
fee for a road construction permit shall be one-third (1/3) of the estimated permit fee, but not less than Twentyfive Dollars ($25.00). If bond and fee are posted within the time allotted as set forth in Section 23-114(c), the
filing fee will be credited toward payment of the permit fee. Where an application fails to result in the issuance
of a permit, the filing fee will be retained to offset the administrative costs incurred.
(d)
The fee for issuance of a utility permit and a small wireless facility permit for work in the public right of way are
established in the Table of Fees published by the Director. These fees are further explained in the "Specifications
and Standards for Roadways and Bridges," the "Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities," and the "Policy
and Specification for Utility Installation and Maintenance."
(e)
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Extra Review Cycle Fee for Site Road Applications: If the permittee has not addressed all County review
comments in the first three plan review cycles, such that the approval or permit is not issued on the 4th cycle, the
permittee shall pay an extra review cycle fee as identified in the Table of Fees in Subtitle 2-253.63 for each extra
review cycle prior to the approval and issuance of the permit. This extra review cycle fee applies to site
development concepts, street grade establishments, street construction permits, site development rough grading
permits, and site development fine grading permits. The Director or their designee shall have the authority to
waive this fee. If the extra review cycle is due to new comments from the County that could have been made
during earlier review cycles which then resulted in review cycles exceeding 4 cycles, then the fee shall not be
assessed.
(f)
Road Plan Deficiency Fee for Site Road Permit Applications: Site Road permits shall include the construction of
all public roads shown on the preliminary plan of subdivision and final subdivision plats, and shall include the
frontage road improvements as required by Subtitle 23-105. In the instance of a phased project, all public roads
within a phase of development shall be included in the phased permit application. The Department shall approve
multiple phases of a project during the Site Development Concept Plan approval. If the improvements to the
existing frontage road are submitted as a separate permit, that application shall be submitted prior to or
concurrently with submission of the onsite permit. If the frontage improvements are submitted as a separate
permit, the onsite permit will not be issued until the existing frontage road permit has been issued. For phased
projects, the existing frontage road improvements shall be included in the first permit phase that abuts the
frontage road. The Director or their designee may waive the requirements of this Paragraph and authorize a
reduced scope for a permit application on a Site Development Concept Plan.
(g)
Phasing of Site Road Permit Applications: For phased projects, the permit application and plans must include all
roads within the phase limit, including the full width of the roads adjacent to and near the lots and parcels in that
phase. The phasing shall be established by an approved Site Development Concept Plan. For phased projects, the
existing frontage road improvements shall be included in the first permit phase that abuts the frontage road.
(h)
Road Plan Deficiency Fee: If the scope of the permit submission does not conform to the requirements of
Paragraph (f) and (g) above, the permit submission will be returned for correction and the permittee will be
required to pay a Road Plan Deficiency Fee with the subsequent submission submissions. This fee will not be
required if a waiver letter was granted by the Director or their designee prior to permit submission which
matches the extent of roadwork on the submitted permit plans. This fee applies to street construction permits and
site development find grading permits. For phased projects, the permit application and plans must include all
roads within the phase limit, including the full width of the roads adjacent to and near the lots and parcels in that
phase. The phasing shall be established by a previously approved site development concept. For phased projects,
the existing frontage road improvements shall be included in the permit phase that abuts the frontage road. If the
existing frontage road improvements are submitted as a separate permit, prior to submission of the onsite permit,
the fee will not be required. If the existing frontage improvements are submitted as a separate permit, the onsite
permit will not be issued until the existing frontage road permit has been issued. This fee applies to street
construction permits and site development fine grading permits.
(CB-98-1989; CB-74-2005; CB-41-2015; CB-58-2019; CB-38-2021)
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 23-116. - Bonds; required.
(a)
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Requirement of Bond. Permits required by this Subtitle shall not be issued until the applicant, as principal, has
posted a performance bond in favor of Prince George's County to ensure the satisfactory performance and
completion of all work covered by the permit; and/or, where applicable, a payment bond to ensure timely
payment to the County, subcontractors, and/or suppliers for work performed under the permit. Said payment
bond shall be held by the Department until one (1) year after the date of final acceptance of the permit in order
to adequately protect subcontractors and suppliers for work performed under the permit. However,
notwithstanding the above, the Director (at his sole discretion) may release a payment bond earlier than the oneyear period upon receipt of documentation which proves that all supplies and subcontractors have been paid.
Where the estimated cost of the work is less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), no performance bond will
be required. The limits for a labor and materialman's bond shall be as stated in Section 23-116(e)(2)(A). The
acceptable forms of security are:
(1)
Irrevocable letter of credit from a financial institution with automatic renewal until released by the County;
(2)
Irrevocable assignment of funds in favor of Prince George's County;
(3)
Corporate surety bond;
(4)
Cash bond;
(5)
Irrevocable assignment of certificate of deposit or of savings certificate;
(6)
Irrevocable assignment of savings account; or
(7)
Certificate of guarantee as provided for in Section 2-463 of this Code.
(b)
Waiver of Bond for Public Utilities and Governmental Agencies and Authorities. The Director may waive the
requirement for bond for any permit issued to a public utility, governmental agency, or authority where it is
determined that the utility, agency, or authority has equivalent financial resources and responsibility.
(c)
Amount of Bond. Except as otherwise provided, the amount of any bond required to be posted under this Section
shall be equal to, or greater than, the total cost of the project as estimated by the Department, including an
additional twenty-five percent (25%) of the estimated cost for contingencies. The maximum amount of a
restoration bond shall not exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00).
(d)
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Conditions Imposed Upon Obligation of Permittee to Post Performance Bond. Notwithstanding the presence of a
document identified as a performance bond and the terms of such document, if filed, the following conditions
shall be a part of the terms of the performance bond posted by the applicant or permittee, as principal, with the
County, and such performance bond may be forfeited in the entire amount of the value of the work remaining to
be completed, including an additional twenty-five percent (25%) of the estimated cost for contingencies, upon
breach of any of the following conditions by the permittee:
(1)
To comply with all of the applicable terms, conditions, provisions, requirements, standards, and specifications of
this ordinance;
(2)
To faithfully and timely complete the work for which the permit was issued;
(3)
To save harmless the County from:
(A)
Any expense incurred because of noncompletion of the work;
(B)
Any damages growing out of the performance or nonperformance of the work; or
(C)
Any failure to pay any bills incurred by the County arising out of the work covered by the permit.
(e)
Types of Bonds. The following types of bonds shall be required, as applicable, in accordance with Subsection
(g) of this Section:
(1)
Performance Bonds.
(A)
Restoration Bond. A restoration bond will be required to insure restoration of any damage done to existing curb,
gutter, sidewalk, hiker-biker trail, driveway, pavement, sod, tree, or any other items within the right-of-way
adjacent to the lots being developed or within the area of road adjacent to grading, filling, or mining sites.
(i)
A restoration bond shall also be required to gain the Department's concurrence for release of building permits in
areas where roads are completed and maintained, or under permit to another developer, to insure restoration of
any damage to the existing public facility as a result of the on-site construction, or for additions to an existing
building, installation of in-ground swimming pools, or other types of construction where heavy equipment will
cross the right-of-way. For minor work on a single lot, a letter from the property owner accepting responsibility
for restoration of the facilities adjacent to the residential property may be acceptable to the Director in lieu of a
bond.
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(ii)
Where restoration is required to repair damage within the right-of-way, it shall be the duty of the applicant to
apply to the Department for a permit, pay the established fee, and post bond if a restoration bond was not posted
previously, the bond amount posted is less than the value of the corrective work, or the work to be performed is
beyond the scope of the bonds posted.
(iii)
A restoration bond will be released when all damaged facilities, if any, have been restored to the satisfaction of
the Director, in accordance with accepted standards.
(B)
Uncompleted Work Bond. Where the permittee cannot complete the work under a permit due to a future
roadway construction project, uncompleted construction of a utility, inability to obtain adjacent rights-of-way,
difficulties produced by the character of adjacent terrain, or other circumstances as the Director may determine,
the permittee shall be required to post a bond for the uncompleted work plus a twenty-five percent (25%)
contingency, including the cost as determined by the Director for acquisition of any required rights-of-way or
easements.
(i)
The original bond and Department concurrence for building permits within areas adjacent to uncompleted work
may be released after receipt of the uncompleted work bond by the Department.
(ii)
In the event it becomes practical or feasible for the permittee, who posted the uncompleted work bond, to
complete the work covered by the bond, the Director shall promptly notify the permittee to complete the work
covered by the bond. Where the permittee fails to perform and complete the previously uncompleted work
within two (2) years of the date of notification to proceed, the total value of the bond will be forfeited to the
County.
(iii)
If, after the permittee has posted bond for the uncompleted work, the Director determines that the work cannot
be performed within three (3) years from the date of acceptance of the previously completed work, the total
value of the bond may be released by the County.
(C)
Payment in Lieu of Construction. As an alternative to, or to replace an existing Uncompleted Work Bond in
whole or in part, the Director may instruct the permittee to make a payment to the County in lieu of construction
for all or part of the remaining work in an amount equal to the value of the work as currently estimated by the
Department, plus the twenty-five percent (25%) contingency provided for by this Subtitle. The payment of the
said Payment in Lieu of Construction shall satisfy all, or a portion of, the requirements of the permit depending
on the amount of Bond to be either released or reduced in value to reflect the value of the remaining work.
(2)
Payment Bonds.
(A)
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Labor and Materialman's Bond. A labor and materialman's bond shall be provided by the applicant prior to the
issuance of a permit, and retained by the County to ensure payment of persons supplying labor or material for
work performed under the permit. A labor and materialman's bond shall be posted whenever the form of security
posted as a performance bond is a corporate surety bond and for all other types of security posted if the
estimated cost of the work is Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00), or more. The labor and materialman's
bond shall remain in full force and effect until such time as all outstanding bills and obligations for labor and
materials supplied for performance of the work defined in the permit are paid for in full, and a certified release
of liens and claims is received by the Department.
(B)
Reimbursement Bond. A reimbursement bond will be required where the permittee enters into a contract with
the County for the County to perform work within the right-of-way which cannot be performed by the permittee,
but which the permittee is obligated to perform. Said bond is to insure payment to Prince George's County for
work performed by the County under this contract. At the time of completion of construction for work
performed under this contract, the County will bill the permittee for the total cost of the work.
(C)
Traffic Signal Bond. If it is determined by the Director that a land development requires new, or impacts
existing, traffic signal(s), a bond will be required to insure that the cost of the new or corrective work will be
borne by the developer. The Director may authorize a permit applicant to design and install traffic control
signals. The bond will be released when the traffic signals have been installed or reconstructed, accepted, and all
expenses paid.
(D)
Overhead Structures Bond. The applicant, pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle, shall be required to post a
bond which shall indemnify the County, for a period of five (5) years from the time of completion of the
construction, from any harm which the County may suffer as a result of the construction and maintenance of an
overhead structure in a road. The amount of the bond shall be one hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of the
estimated cost of demolition and removal of the structure as determined at the time the bond is posted. The bond
shall be posted prior to the issuance of a permit.
(f)
Utility. Each public utility which is qualified as a public service company under Maryland law shall, at the time
of issuance of the public utility permit, submit to the Director a letter of responsibility in lieu of a bond. Any
other public or private utility shall be required to post a bond.
(g)
Approval of Bonds Required Before Issuance of Permit. Before the Department may issue a permit, or concur in
the issuance of a permit, all required bonds shall be approved by the Director and the County Attorney.
(h)
Refund Agreements for Phases of Work Completed.
(1)
Cash, letters of credit, certificates of guarantee, and other instruments, not to include surety bonds, posted by the
permittee and accepted by the County may be refunded upon request of the permittee on a prorated basis,
depending on the value of the completed and approved work, as follows:
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% OF WORK COMPLETED

% REFUND AMOUNT

50

25

80

75

Acceptance

100

(2)
Reduction in the Amount of a Surety Bond Posted for Urban Road Classifications. When all work is completed
on a permit except the placement of sod and the planting of trees, the permittee may request a reduction in the
surety bond amount to fifty percent (50%) of the original amount or Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00), whichever is greater, provided that all of the storm water drainage systems have been constructed
by the permittee and approved by the Director.
(3)
There shall be no reduction in the amount of a surety bond posted for rural road classifications.
(4)
Release of Claims. In no event shall any labor and materialman's bond be reduced or released until all claims by
laborers and material suppliers have been paid, and a release of claims covering the work completed has been
filed with the Department.
(i)
Release of Bonds. Bonds covering construction shall not be released until the construction covered by such
bonds has been finally approved by the Director in accordance with this Subtitle and subject to such
requirements to comply with Subsections (e)(1)(B) and (C) of this Section. Upon acceptance of the work by the
Director, the security posted to insure performance shall be certified as discharged. Discharge of the security
posted to insure performance shall not operate as a discharge of any other bond.
(j)
Action on Defaulted Permit.
(1)
Where the Director determines that a permit is in default and the work is guaranteed by a surety bond, the
Department shall immediately notify the bonding institution or agent to undertake and complete the work in
accordance with the permit.
(2)
Where the Director has determined that a permit is in default and the work is guaranteed by a form of bond other
than a surety bond, and the bonding institution or agent fails to commit to undertake completion of the work
within thirty (30) days of having been given notice by the Department, the Director shall immediately move to
collect all performance bonds which have been posted.
(3)
Upon a decision to collect the bonds, the Director shall evaluate the work remaining to be done, determine
whether the work covered by the permit should be completed, the work site should be restored to its original
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condition, or other modifications to the permitted work site should be made. The Director shall then determine
whether the bonds posted are sufficient to carry out the required completion, restoration, or modified work.
(4)
After evaluating the work to be performed as specified above, the Director shall develop an estimate of the costs
for said work, to include an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the anticipated construction cost as a
contingency, and compare the estimated amount to the amount of bond posted by the permittee. If the amount of
bond posted is in excess of the estimate, the Department shall immediately move to collect the bonds and carry
out the necessary work. The entire amount of the bonds posted may be used either in or near the permit site as
may be determined by the Director to be necessary.
(5)
If the bonds posted are not sufficient, the Department shall develop and implement a course of action as
determined by the Director. The Department shall immediately move to collect all of the bonds which have been
posted.
(6)
If the bonds which have been posted are in excess of the amount required to carry out the completion,
restoration, or modified work determined by the Director to be necessary, the excess amount shall be released to
the payer after all work has been finished by the Department and all costs of same have been accounted for.
(7)
Upon notification that a bond has been forfeited in accordance with this Subtitle, the bonding institution or agent
providing the bond shall have thirty (30) days to issue payment to the County. If the bonding institution or agent
fails to render payment within thirty (30) days of the notice from the Director to make payment, the bonding
institution or agent may be barred from issuing any subsequent bonds for any other road construction work
within the County for a period of five (5) years. The right to reissue bonds after having been previously barred
shall be allowed only after all outstanding amounts have been paid, plus an amount equal to ten percent (10%) a
year, compounded annually.
(CB-98-1989; CB-25-2009; CB-11-2011)
Editor's note— The provisions of CB-25-2009 shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after
April 15, 2011.
The provisions of CB-11-2011 shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after April 15, 2012.
Sec. 23-117. - Suspension or revocation of a permit.
(a)
Suspension or Revocation. The Director may suspend or revoke any permit required by this Subtitle for one or
more of the following reasons:
(1)
Violation of this Subtitle;
(2)
Violation of the permit;
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(3)
Assignment or transfer of the permit; or
(4)
Violation of a stop work order issued by the Director.
(b)
Before the Director may revoke a permit, he shall advise the permittee of his intent in writing. If a written
request is made by the permittee within fourteen (14) calendar days from the date of the notice of intent to
revoke, the Director shall conduct a hearing on the record. Requested hearings shall be held after reasonable
notice to any interested person, to include the permittee. The notice shall include the time and place of the
hearing, a brief description of the permit being considered for revocation, and the ground(s) for the revocation.
The Director shall render a decision in writing on the matter within ten (10) calendar days after the date of the
hearing.
(c)
Forfeiture of Bonds. When a permit is revoked, the bond amounts posted shall be forfeited to the County after
the administrative appeal process has been completed.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-118. - Haul road permit.
No person shall operate a grading, filling, or mining facility without first obtaining a haul road permit from the
Department.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-119. - Permit for overweight/oversize vehicles.
Permits for overweight/oversize vehicles issued by the SHA shall be valid for County roads provided weight
restrictions for structures are observed.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-120. - Other types of permits.
(a)
Utility Permit. Utilities shall be required to apply for and obtain a permit from the Department for all work
performed within the public right-of-way related to the repair or modification of their systems. A separate permit
may be required for each new installation, major repair, or modification to the system located within the paved
portion of the right-of-way. The Director may issue to a utility, at his discretion, a maintenance permit or permits
for the performance of work within the right-of-way, and establish the conditions for operation under the
permit(s) so issued. Utility construction specifications and a quality control plan for road resurfacing shall be
reviewed annually by the Department and submitted with the maintenance permit application.
(1)
Maintenance permits may be issued for a period of up to one year.
(2)
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If a contractor has performed work for a utility in the County without a utility permit three or more times within
one year, the contractor after written notification of each instance of noncompliance shall be prohibited from
performing work in the right-of-way for that utility for a period of up to 12 months. Pursuant to the provisions of
Section 23-108 of this Code, there is a right of appeal to the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. Decisions of the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement may be appealed to the Board of Administrative Appeals. Bonding and permit fees for utility
permits shall be in accordance with this Subtitle. Utilities performing work without a utility permit may be fined
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per day in accordance with Subtitle 23.
(b)
Permit for Overhead Structures. No overpass, bridge, elevated walkway, or roadway may be constructed over a
public right-of-way without a permit issued by the Director.
(1)
The Director is authorized to grant permits for the construction and maintenance of bridges, overpasses, elevated
walkways, roadways, and any other structure which will occupy in any manner, temporarily or permanently, the
air space above any road.
(2)
The construction location or design of said overhead structures shall not in any manner affect any private rightsof-way of any adjacent landowner with respect to light, air, and access to the public highway, nor shall the
County be deprived of the right to control and regulate the use of the public highway over which the structure
extends to the minimum elevation above the surface of the road in accordance with the applicable standards,
including those of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials.
(3)
Where the Director determines that a proposed overhead structure would reduce the natural illumination of the
public road to less than the level required for the safety of the public, he may require the permittee to provide
artificial illumination sufficient to meet the requirements for safety to the public. The design of such illumination
shall be subject to the approval of the Director.
(c)
Driveway Entrance/Access Permit. Any person undertaking to construct or improve an entrance of a driveway,
private road, or other vehicular access from an abutting property into a County road shall be required to obtain a
driveway entrance/access permit from the Department for all work performed in the public right-of-way. A
separate permit may be required for each such entrance; however, this does not prohibit the inclusion of such
entrances/access points within a road construction permit when such entrances are within the extent of the road
construction covered by said permit.
(1)
The Director may approve or require changes in the type or standard and the width to be required for each such
entrance or access point in accordance with the use of the abutting property, its location, the classification and
condition of the public road to be entered, and the volume of traffic thereon.
(2)
The Director may deny a permit for an entrance/access point at any location deemed to present a hazard to the
users of the public road or to the users of the proposed entrance/access point, provided that a reasonable means
of access to the abutting property can be provided at some other, safer location.
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(3)
The Director may require such nearby road, roadside, or drainage improvements as are necessary in conjunction
with the construction of the entrance to alleviate any hazards, operational and maintenance burdens, or nuisances
that would otherwise be created by the existence of the entrance.
(d)
Small Wireless Facility Permit.
(1)
Placement of small wireless facilities requires a recommendation of approval from the Telecommunications
Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee as required by Subtitle 5A prior to the issuance of any permits.
(2)
Placement of small wireless facilities in the public right-of-way requires a permit from the Department for all
work performed within the public right-of-way related to new installation or the repair or modification of the
facility. A separate permit shall be required for each new installation, major repair, or modification to the system
located within the improved portion of the public right-of-way.
(3)
The scope of work for a permit for a new installation of a small wireless facilities shall include all work
necessary to make the facility ready for the actual provision of telecommunications services. Accordingly, the
scope of work that must be completed under a small wireless facility permit shall include, at a minimum, the
installation and provisioning of all power and backhaul components necessary for the operation of the facility.
(4)
The Director may issue, at his discretion, but consistent with the Design Manual, a maintenance permit or
permits for the performance of maintenance and minor repair work within the public right-of-way, and establish
the conditions for operation under the permit(s) so issued. Maintenance permits may be issued for a period of up
to one year.
(5)
If a contractor has performed work on behalf of small wireless permittee in the County without a permit three or
more times within one year, the contractor after written notification of each instance of noncompliance shall be
prohibited from performing work in the public right-of-way for a period of up to 12 months. Pursuant to the
provisions of Section 23-108 of this Code, there is a right of appeal to the Director. Decisions of the Director
may be appealed to the Board of Administrative Appeals. Bonding and permit fees shall be in accordance with
this Subtitle. Persons performing work without a permit may be fined in accordance with Subtitle 23.
(CB-98-1989; CB-17-2018; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 23-121. - Time for work; commencement and expiration of permit.
(a)
Commencement. When a permit has been issued, the permittee shall commence work within sixty (60) days
from the date of issuance of the permit, except for good cause shown. Thereafter, the permittee shall have a duty
to diligently perform the work to the conclusion of all work covered by the permit.
(b)
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Expiration.
(1)
Road Construction Permits.
(A)
Where the estimated cost of work is not more than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00), the permit
shall expire not more than two (2) years from date of issuance of permit.
(B)
Where the estimated cost of permitted work is equal to, or more than, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000.00), the permit shall expire not more than three (3) years from date of issuance of permit.
(C)
The estimated cost of work for this determination shall include twenty-five percent (25%) for contingencies.
(2)
Other Types of Permits. Permits for other than road and storm drainage construction, such as utilities, small
wireless facilities, driveways, leadwalks, planting, sodding or seeding, minor grading, or haul roads, shall be
valid for a period of time consistent with the scope of work, but in no case, less than six (6) months.
(3)
No work will be allowed on an expired permit.
(CB-98-1989; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 23-122. - Extension; fees for extension.
(a)
Extension. The Director is authorized to grant or deny a request for extension of time for a permit, where a
permittee is or will be unable to complete the work, as determined by the Director, within the time allowed.
(1)
It shall be the responsibility of the permittee to apply for an extension not less than thirty (30) days prior to the
expiration date of the permit. Such request shall be in writing and shall state the reasons for extension and the
time required to complete the work.
(2)
Where the permittee has requested an extension of a valid permit prior to its expiration and, through no fault of
his own, the extension has not yet been granted or denied by the Department, the permittee may continue work
under the permit. If the request for extension of the permit is denied, all work will cease immediately. Such
denial may be appealed as provided herein.
(3)
Where the Director determines that an additional bond amount is necessary because of inflation or other factors,
the permittee shall be required to post the additional bond in an amount determined by the Director before the
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extension of time is granted. Where the permittee is working under the provisions of Section 23-122(a)(2), a
grace period of ten (10) working days will be allowed for the posting of additional bond. Failure to post the
additional bond during the ten (10) day period will cause the permit to be automatically suspended.
(4)
The Director shall decide upon the request for extension and shall notify, in writing, the affected bonding
institution and the applicant of his decision within twenty (20) working days of a formal request. This decision
shall be contingent upon the payment of the necessary extension fee and notification to the Department of the
consent of the bonding agent.
(b)
Fee for extension:
(1)
A fee in the amount of twenty-five percent (25%) of the original permit fee, but not less than Twenty-Five
Dollars ($25.00), shall be charged for an extension of a valid permit (not to include road construction, utility
permits, small wireless facility permits, or haul road permits).
(2)
The fee for an extension of a road construction permit shall be twenty-five percent (25%) of the original permit
fee. Where the percentage of completion of a road construction permit exceeds ninety percent (90%) as
determined by the Department, the permit fee shall be a maximum of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00).
(3)
The fee for extension of a utility permit and a small wireless facility permit for work in the public right of way
are established in the Table of Fees published by the Director. These fees are further explained in the
"Specifications and Standards for Roadways and Bridges," the "Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities,"
and the "Policy and Specification for Utility Installation and Maintenance."
(c)
Security. The only forms of security which shall be acceptable to the County for the extension of a permit shall
be either a Cash Bond, an Irrevocable Letter of Credit, Surety Bond, or a Certificate of Guarantee.
(CB-98-1989; CB-25-2009; CB-11-2011; CB-58-2019)
Editor's note— The provisions of CB-25-2009 shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after
April 15, 2011.
The provisions of CB-11-2011 shall be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after April 15, 2012.
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 23-123. - Inspection and notice.
(a)
Notice. For utility and small wireless facility permits, the permittee shall post notice in the following situations:
(1)
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For non-emergency work, the permittee shall notify the Department and the public in impacted neighborhoods of
the time of commencement of road construction, if the duration of work is expected to be more than five (5)
working days, or if there will be a change in traffic patterns, at least ten (10) working days before
commencement of any construction under said permit;
(2)
For non-emergency work, a project information sign provided by the permittee and approved by the Department
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on each project site near or within an existing road five (5) working days
in advance of the start of construction unless waived by the Department;
(3)
Where work is interrupted for a period of five (5) working days or more, the permittee shall, at the end of each
interruption, notify the Department of his intent to actively resume work under the permit;
(4)
Where the permittee has completed work on the subgrade and concrete forms, he shall give notice to the
Department that the work is ready for inspection and approval.
(5)
After written notification of noncompliance, the permittee may be fined Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per day
of noncompliance with the public notification plan.
(b)
Inspection; penalty for noninspection.
(1)
Upon request from a utility or small wireless facility permittee, the Department shall provide training and
approval to utility designated inspectors and third-party inspectors to inspect permitted work to verify that the
compaction and roadway restoration and repaving work has been performed in compliance with the Prince
George's County Code and Specifications. For non-emergency work, all utilities and small wireless facility
permittees, or their contractors doing compaction, right-of-way and roadway restoration and repaving work
under a utility permit or a maintenance permit are required to provide for a utility designated staff inspector or
an independent third-party inspector both of whom must be approved by the County to perform an inspection to
ensure that the permitted compaction, right of way and roadway restoration and repaving work is in compliance
with the Prince George's County Code and Specifications. The permittee shall, during the hours of work, make
available to the inspector and to other employees of the Department the construction work, materials, plans, and
specifications.
(2)
The permittee may not commence construction of storm drainage, sidewalk, curb and gutter, or pavement unless
the Department or Department-approved independent third-party inspector has conducted an inspection and
given approval to the subgrade and concrete form work. In addition, where water and sewer utilities are
involved, the permittee shall notify WSSC immediately after base paving to obtain a preliminary paving
clearance certificate, and notify WSSC again after final paving to obtain a final paving clearance certificate.
(3)
Where the permittee performs any work under the permit without an inspection, such work shall be considered
improper, and such conduct on the part of the permittee may result in removal and replacement of all said
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construction by the permittee at his expense. In the event that proper notice is provided to the Department for
inspection services to be performed on a permit, but no inspection is provided by the Department within two
working days (48 hours) of the time of the request, the permittee, after verbal notification to the Director's
designee, may proceed with the work using independent inspection certification of the work or materials. The
independent inspection certification must be provided by an agency approved by the Director.
(4)
Where the permittee performs any work under a permit (with or without an inspection), and the work does not
comply with this Subtitle, the inspector is empowered to issue written notice to require the work to be removed
and replaced by the permittee at his expense.
(c)
Notice of Violation. Whenever the Director finds and determines that the requirements of this Subtitle have been
violated, he shall notify the responsible person, owner, or permittee, in writing, and detail the corrective action
required and the amount of time within which the corrective work must be performed. Such notice may be
delivered in person or by United States Postal Service regular mail and addressed to the said responsible person,
owner, or permittee at the last known address or the address shown on the real property tax records in the
Treasurer's Office for Prince George's County. Such notice, when delivered in person or so addressed and
deposited with the Postal Service with proper postage paid, shall be deemed complete and sufficient.
(d)
Compliance; penalties.
(1)
The permittee, including utilities, small wireless facility permittees, agents, contractors, and subcontractors shall
comply with all requirements of the permit, including sediment and erosion control, either before or during the
course of construction.
(2)
Where the permittee fails to comply with the requirements cited in the Notice of Violation, said noncompliance
may result in the following:
(A)
Issuance of a stop work order. A stop work order may be issued for work that commences without a permit. A
stop work order shall be issued by the Director and constitute a suspension of the applicable permit, and shall
prohibit the violator from doing any further work under the permit except such work as shall bring any previous
work into compliance. When the permittee corrects the work to the satisfaction of the Department in accordance
with the applicable requirements, the Director shall rescind the stop work order in writing at which time the
permittee may resume further work under the permit; or
(B)
The County may complete the required work and charge the permittee on a cost basis, including the costs of
administration and overhead.
(3)
Any governmental agency not required to obtain a permit from the Department or post a bond shall be subject to
the provisions of Subsections (d)(1) and (d)(2), above. In addition, nonpayment by any governmental agency of
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any outstanding balance due to the County within the time allotted shall subject said governmental agency to
liability in the amount of nonpayment, except where state or federal law provides to the contrary.
(e)
Safety hazards; work in noncompliance. Safety hazards, or work which is determined not to be in compliance
with the provisions of this Subtitle, which occur within the right-of-way as a result of the work performed by the
permittee and the resolution of which is considered urgent by the Department, shall be resolved by contacting
the person whose name appears on the sign required under Section 23-129. If that person cannot be contacted,
the inability of the Department to contact the permittee at the 24-hour telephone number shall constitute notice,
and the Department shall be authorized to proceed with the necessary corrective action and bill the permittee
accordingly for all costs incurred in accordance with Section 23-109. Failure of the permittee to pay the amount
billed within thirty (30) days may be sufficient grounds for suspension or revocation of the permit.
(f)
Inspection by others. Subject to prior written arrangement, the Director may accept reports of inspection by
approved agencies for work performed under permits issued by the Department. All reports of such inspections
shall be in writing and certified by a responsible officer of such approved agency. The Director shall develop
criteria for the approval of individual agencies for the purpose of performing inspections, and promulgate policy
and procedures for the conducting of such inspections.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013; CB-17-2018; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 23-124. - Approval and acceptance of work.
(a)
Final approval of construction work shall be given by the Director upon verification through inspection that the
work conforms in all respects with the permit and includes all work required thereby. Notification by the
Director that all work under the permit has been approved and accepted by the County shall serve as formal
notice to the permittee and the bonding institution that all requirements of the permit have been satisfied.
(b)
Acceptance. Where the road construction adds to or extends the County maintained road system mileage, the
Director shall verify in writing to the County Executive that the construction work has received final approval.
The Director's verification shall constitute a recommendation to the County Executive that the work be accepted
into the County road system for perpetual maintenance. The County Executive, or his designee, shall, in each
individual case, have the authority to accept roads into the County road system for perpetual maintenance.
(c)
Partial acceptance. A permittee may request a final approval of part of the work covered by the permit, provided
that the limits of work requested for partial acceptance be completed in accordance with this ordinance. Such
request and approval, if any, shall be in writing and may be verified by the Director and accepted by the
Executive upon the recommendation of the Director. Partial acceptance may, at the discretion of the Director,
result in a reduction in the amount of bond posted for the permit.
(d)
Status of Permit Obligations. Permit obligations not completed shall remain in force and survive permit
suspension, expiration, revocation, and default. Permit obligations may be satisfied by completion and
acceptance of the work or delivery of a cash payment to the County in an amount sufficient to complete the
work.
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(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-125. through Sec. 23-127. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 23-128. - Requirement of conformity to Subtitle, specifications, and standards.
(a)
The "General Specifications and Standards for Highway and Street Construction" and the "Specifications and
Standards for Highway Traffic Signals" of the Department of Public Works and Transportation of Prince
George's County, copies of which have been filed with the Clerk's Office, are hereby adopted with the same
authority and force as if set forth in their entirety herein. Amendments and revisions shall be made by Council
resolution.
(b)
The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall make available for inspection current copies of this
Subtitle and the Design and Construction Standards. The Design and Construction Standards referred to herein
may be purchased from the Department of Public Works and Transportation at the established prevailing price.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Editor's note— CR-113-1992 designated Bryan Point Road as a scenic road and requires the Department of
Public Works and Transportation to recommend design standards for scenic roads.
CR-39-1999 designated Old Crain Highway southwest of Upper Marlboro, between the boundary of the Town
of Upper Marlboro and U.S. Rt. 301, as a Scenic Road.
CR-60-2007 designated Swanson Road/Swanson Road Spur in Upper Marlboro, between the boundary of U.S.
Rt. 301 and to their easterly terminus, as a Scenic Road.
CR-77-2008 approved the Department of Public Works and Transportation "Specifications and Standards for
Roadways and Bridges (2007)".
Sec. 23-129. - General construction requirements for existing or proposed County roads.
(a)
All road construction shall conform to this Subtitle.
(b)
All roads to be constructed shall be graded to the full width of the right-of-way or as shown on the approved
plans.
(c)
Grading shall include clearing and grubbing, the removal and replacement of all unsuitable material, and the
proper preparation of subgrade.
(d)
Sufficient underdrains shall be installed as directed by the Department.
(e)
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No work on road pavement shall be started until all underground utilities within areas of public dedication have
been installed and properly backfilled in accordance with accepted standards as determined by the inspector. In
the case of water and sewer utilities, the permittee is required to notify WSSC immediately after base paving
operations so WSSC can schedule an inspection of its facilities within ten (10) working days and issue a
preliminary paving clearance certificate. Notification shall include the project name, location, Department
permit number, and contact person's name at the site. Upon completion of final paving, the permittee is also
required to notify the WSSC so that WSSC can schedule an inspection of its facilities within ten (10) working
days and issue a final paving clearance certificate.
(f)
All materials used in construction shall conform in every detail to the Design and Construction Standards. The
Director is authorized to accept materials which are substantially equivalent to the materials required by the
Design and Construction Standards.
(g)
A street name sign shall be installed at each intersection where required by the Director. The Department of
Public Works and Transportation shall be responsible for the manufacturing and installation of street signs and
for the development of standards for their design and installation. Permittees responsible for the construction of
new roadways shall be responsible for all costs associated with manufacturing and installing new signs.
(h)
The permittee shall erect barricades of a design approved by the Director at locations as shown on approved
plans or in accordance with accepted standards as determined by the inspector.
(i)
Until such time as the Director accepts the work, the permittee, including a public utility, shall safely maintain
pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the roadway within the permit limits of the work, and provide materials,
labor, and equipment in accordance with accepted standards as directed by the inspector, including construction
of warning signs, flagmen, lights, and barricades to properly maintain traffic in accordance with the latest edition
of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways as published by the U.S.
Department of Transportation. Except as provided in this Section, sidewalks shall remain open or an alternate
route shall be provided to pedestrian traffic. A sidewalk may be closed and no alternative route provided if a
regulated utility, bi-county agency or the Department determines that it is not feasible to keep the sidewalk open
or provide an alternative route. The inspector may, in cooperation with police and/or traffic authorities,
discontinue traffic temporarily where public safety absolutely requires same. The permittee shall also have a
duty to:
(1)
Properly illuminate, mark, and barricade excavations or other hazards at all times;
(2)
Provide adequate access, to include the removal of snow and ice from partially constructed roadways, to all
driveways and sidewalks within the permit limits;
(3)
Control dust conditions within the area covered by the permit by placing calcium chloride or water, or both, as
directed;
(4)
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Shape up the roadway by blading, as directed;
(5)
Correct muddy or soft subgrade conditions by placing temporary gravel or stone thereon;
(6)
Promptly remove any dirt and debris on streets in, and adjacent to, the work area during the construction period
as directed by the inspector; and
(7)
Utilize only the roadways designated by the Department for access and egress of construction vehicles.
(8)
Failure of construction vehicles to adhere to signed prohibitions of use may result in revocation of permits issued
to the permittee by the Department.
(j)
Utility cuts.
(1)
No person, including any utility and/or small wireless facility permittee, shall cut any road for the purpose of
installing, connecting, repairing, or otherwise modifying underground gas, electric power, water, sewer, storm
water, telephone or cable lines, or other utility without first obtaining a permit from the Director. Any person,
including utilities with a valid utility permit or small wireless facility permit, shall be required to provide the
Department with forty-eight (48) hours' notice prior to cutting the pavement. Said notice shall include the
location, type, timing, and extent of the cut.
(2)
Except in an emergency, no utility, small wireless facility permittee, or person shall be allowed to cut into any
road pavement for a period of five years from the date of acceptance of the road construction in the case of new
road construction, or completion of pavement resurfacing in the case of maintenance or improvement to an
existing road. The placement of all new utilities and small wireless facilities shall be accomplished, to the
maximum practicable extent as determined by the Director, by tunneling, jacking, boring, or other means which
will avoid disturbing the pavement. This subparagraph shall not be effective until two (2) years after a utility
location protocol is approved as part of the Design and Construction Standards.
(3)
Any utility and/or small wireless facility permittee which cuts, and then subsequently repairs a pavement with
either a temporary or permanent patch, shall mark the patch or adjacent pavement surface to identify the utility
responsible for the pavement cut. Temporary patches may be designated using paint or other approved markers.
Permanent pavement patches shall be designated using an approved marker manufactured and installed in
accordance with the Design and Construction Standards. After written notification of noncompliance, utilities
and small wireless facility permittees not in compliance with this standard may be fined Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) per violation of Subsection 23-129(j)(3) of this Code.
(4)
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The permittee or its contractor shall have in his or her possession on site, and make available to an inspector, on
request, a copy of the subject permit and detailed plans showing the location of all existing utilities within the
area of the cut.
(5)
Prior to actual excavation, the permittee, or his agent, shall contact the Utility Service Protection Center and
nonmember utilities requesting that the utility locate all underground lines in the area of the cut.
(6)
Prior to actual excavation within four hundred (400) feet of a signalized intersection, the permittee shall contact
the Traffic Engineering Division of the Department of Public Works and Transportation to allow for the marking
or protection of wiring and detectors associated with the intersection.
(7)
Operations. When excavation approaches the estimated location of an underground installation, the permittee or
his agent shall conduct such excavation by careful hand probing and/or hand digging. In the event that utility
lines are uncovered, the permittee shall provide proper supports for the existing installation as determined by the
inspector in conjunction with the utility company affected.
(8)
Emergencies. In case of an emergency cut, the utility desiring to make the cut shall proceed immediately. After
the emergency is corrected, the utility shall give verbal notice to the Department within twenty-four (24) hours
or by the beginning of the next working day, indicating the location, time, type, and nature of the emergency, and
shall give written notice within five (5) working days.
(9)
Restoration and Repairs.
(A)
Where a pavement cut has been made, the permittee shall be responsible for the following in accordance with
the Design and Construction Standards:
(i)
Restore road base and surface to comply with County standards and specifications;
(ii)
Repair pavement failure;
(iii)
Repair settlements; and
(iv)
Construct permanent patches in the cut area.
(B)
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The permittee shall also be responsible for all future repairs to the cut area which are the result of consolidation,
subsidence, or inadequate compaction of the subgrade, or any other type of failure of the patch.
(C)
It shall be the sole responsibility of the permittee to protect property adjacent to, and within the area of, the cut,
including sidewalks, driveways, shrubbery, trees, buildings, lawns, or other objects during construction and
maintenance. In the event that a utility(ies) or small wireless facility permittee cuts the pavement in so many
places or in such a way that the road surface or subgrade deteriorates over time resulting in numerous pavement
failures or a poor riding surface such that the road must be resurfaced or reconstructed as a direct result of the
utility cuts and pavement repairs, the Director may instruct the utility company(ies) or small wireless facility
permittee to resurface or reconstruct the roadway as the Director may determine. Failure to repair the roadway in
a timely fashion shall result in the suspension of any existing permits.
(D)
For any pavement cut, the following pavement rehabilitation considerations apply as determined by the Director
or his designee:
(i)
When the pavement cut is within a roadway intersection (i.e. up to the outside fillet points that define the
roadway intersection), the mill and overlay requirements, as a minimum, apply to the full surface area of said
intersection; and
(ii)
When the pavement cut is within a cul-de-sac bulb, (i.e. up to the outside fillet points where the cul-de-sac bulb
meets the regular section roadway), the mill and overlay requirements, as a minimum, apply to the full surface
area of said cul-de-sac bulb.
(10)
In the event that the permittee fails to verify the location of underground utilities and damages any underground
utility thereby, as determined by the inspector in conjunction with the affected utility(ies), and the permittee has
not undertaken to perform repairs, the Director may suspend any applicable road permit until such time as the
utility company whose property has been damaged determines that the damage has been repaired or corrected to
its satisfaction, at the expense of the permittee. The same requirements apply to traffic signs and signals. In the
event any individual utility company fails to furnish the requisite information to the permittee within a
reasonable time, as determined by the Director under all of the circumstances, then the aforegoing provision as
to suspension shall not apply.
(k)
Signage. Permittees, to include but not be limited to public utilities and small wireless facility permittees,
working in or immediately adjacent to a public right-of-way shall be required to post a sign on the property line,
or in such other location as the Director may prescribe, which shall be clearly visible from the road without
creating a traffic safety problem and shall remain in place until such time as all work has been completed. Where
the work is performed by a public utility and/or small wireless facility provider, the sign shall remain in place
until such time as the permanent pavement repair has been completed. The sign shall be constructed of allweather material, be a minimum of twelve (12) inches by twenty-four (24) inches in size, with black letters on a
white background stating a minimum of the following:
(1)
The name of the firm performing work under the permit;
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(2)
The Department's permit number;
(3)
The name of a responsible individual within the firm who may be contacted twenty-four (24) hours a day to
resolve problems which develop as a consequence of performing work under the permit; and
(4)
The phone number(s) where the individual identified in (3), above, may be contacted twenty-four (24) hours a
day.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013; CB-19-2018; CB-17-2018; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 23-130. - Limits of work.
(a)
The limits of work within rights-of-way in a subdivision area will generally be set at the farthest property lines
of the abutting lots which are being developed, or for which building permits are applied. Intersecting roads
must be improved to the farthest lot line(s) of the corner building site(s).
(1)
If the limit of work extends to an outlot or intersecting alley, the work must be extended to the far line of the
outlot or alley. Work will not extend into or across a utility right-of-way or easement unless the property on the
far side of the utility right-of-way or easement is concurrently under construction, or the public right-of-way on
the far side of the utility right-of-way or easement has been constructed or is under construction.
(2)
If the limit of work ends at an intersection of an existing or dedicated road, then said intersection shall be
completed and, where there are no such existing or dedicated roads, the permittee shall provide temporary or
permanent turnarounds in accordance with the Design and Construction Standards.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-131. - Connecting roads.
The County Executive, or his designee, or any public agency which maintains a road in Prince George's County,
shall not accept, for perpetual maintenance, any proposed road which is not connected to a maintained road,
unless a suitable connecting road is either under separate permit for construction or is improved to standards
approved by the Director.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-132. - Partial road construction.
(a)
Where capacity and/or safety considerations require a full road in accordance with the Design and Construction
Standards, partial road construction shall not be permitted, except:
(1)
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Where the applicant is developing property on only one side of the road. In such a case, the Director may waive
certain items of construction required by this Subtitle. The waiver would apply for certain items of construction
where the work would be adjacent to the property located on the opposite side of the street, including, but not
limited to, curb and gutter, sidewalks, storm drainage, trees, and a portion of the paving where such construction
is not necessary to accommodate traffic or to provide proper maintenance of the road as determined by the
Director.
(2)
Where the applicant does not plan or propose to develop the adjacent private property by constructing buildings
or other facilities thereon, the Director may defer the construction of certain items of construction required by
this Subtitle limited to driveway entrances, sidewalks, trees, and street lights. Where such deferral has been
granted, a subsequent applicant for a building permit shall be required to complete the work deferred from the
original road permit.
(3)
Where the Department determines that no current purpose would be served in requiring road improvements to be
made along a residential road, the Director may defer the construction of the improvements upon petition by the
affected property owner. Where the Director grants a deferral of construction, the requirements for construction
shall be stated in a covenant to be executed by the owner of record of the private property adjacent to the limits
of the deferred road construction. The covenant shall be filed in the land records and run with the land, binding
the owner and all successors in interest to perform the deferred road construction when notified by the
Department that the improvements are necessary.
(4)
Where the Director determines that no current purpose would be served in requiring street improvements to be
made along roads which are other than residential roads, the Director shall require the applicant to make a
payment in lieu of construction prior to the release of a building permit for the site. The amount of the payment
shall be not less than the value of an estimate for the deferred street improvements, as estimated by the
Department, plus an amount equal to twenty-five (25) percent to cover the cost of contingencies. The value of
the estimate shall be updated to make the value of the payment current when payment is made to the County.
(b)
In circumstances where the width of the right-of-way compromises roadway capacity or safety and the applicant
is unable to obtain the right-of-way necessary to widen a road or install or construct necessary facilities, the
County may obtain the necessary right-of-way and charge all costs incurred to the applicant/permittee.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-133. - Road widths.
The permittee shall construct widths of roads consistent with the Design and Construction Standards and the
ultimate development of the roadway.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-134. - Storm drainage.
(a)
A storm drainage system covered by a specific permit shall be completed within the limits of work established
for the permit, including facilities and storm drainage easements lying in or partially in lots or parcels abutting
the proposed street right-of-way to be improved.
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(b)
Plans for the proposed drainage system shall be submitted to the Department for review and approval.
(c)
Final inspection and acceptance of the storm drainage construction shall be performed by the Department before
release of any bonds posted for the construction of the storm drainage system as provided for on the approved
plans.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-135. - Curb and gutter; hiker-biker trails; sidewalk.
(a)
Curb and gutter shall be required in the following circumstances:
(1)
Where the majority of individual lots abutting any road have a frontage of one hundred (100) feet or less;
(2)
Where any road abuts property in the process of development for multidwelling residential, commercial, or
industrial use which is not being subdivided into individual building lots;
(3)
Where any road abuts property in the process of development for townhouses, cluster, or similar uses in which
individual building lots are interior to the subdivision and the road abuts common or open space areas of the
subdivision;
(4)
Where curb and gutter construction is required by traffic or pedestrian conditions as determined by the Director.
(b)
Hiker-biker trails. Hiker-biker trails with appropriate ramps may be required in accordance with the Design and
Construction Standards within the road right-of-way along routes designated as such on the Adopted and
Approved Countywide Trails Plan or Area Master Plans maintained by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission. The Department will accept the trail for maintenance only where the trail is located
within, or parallel to and touching, the road right-of-way, and upon completion and acceptance of the
construction. In addition, the Director may require construction of such trails along primary residential,
collector, arterial, and industrial-commercial roads. Except as provided in this Section, hiker-biker trails shall
stay open or an alternate route shall be provided. A hiker-biker trail may be closed and no alternative route
provided if a regulated utility, bi-county agency or the Department determines that it is not feasible to keep the
sidewalk open or provide an alternative route.
(c)
Sidewalks. Sidewalks shall be required along urban roads in the following circumstances:
(1)
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Arterials - both sides.
(2)
Collectors - both sides.
(3)
Commercial/Industrial - as determined by the Director.
(4)
Primary Residential - on one side. Where existing sidewalks are located on both sides of the street, construction
of the sidewalks on both sides of the street shall be continued to the next intersection where the sidewalk
construction will transition to one-sided construction. Except as provided in this Section, the alternate sidewalk
shall remain open to pedestrian traffic. A sidewalk may be closed and no alternative route provided if a regulated
utility, bi-county agency or the Department determines that it is not feasible to keep the sidewalk open or
provide an alternative route.
(5)
Secondary Residential - on one side. Where existing sidewalks are located on both sides of the street,
construction of the sidewalks on both sides of the street shall be continued to the next intersection where the
sidewalk construction will transition to one-sided construction. Except as provided in this Section, the alternate
sidewalk shall remain open to pedestrian traffic. A sidewalk may be closed and no alternative route provided if a
regulated utility, bi-county agency or the Department determines that it is not feasible to keep the sidewalk open
or provide an alternative route.
(d)
Sidewalks on State roads. Sidewalks may be required along all State roads that have concrete curb and gutter, or
where it is required by the SHA. A permit issued by the Department will be required for this work where a SHA
permit is not required.
(CB-98-1989; CB-19-2018)
Sec. 23-136. - Grades.
(a)
Grades shall be approved by the Director in accordance with the relevant specifications of the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), as amended, and with the following:
(1)
No grade shall be less than one percent (1%) or more than ten percent (10%) except under extraordinary
circumstances, as determined by the Director.
(2)
Where roads are constructed with concrete curb and gutter, a minimum of one and one-half percent (1.5%) grade
will be required through the intersection of intersecting roads.
(3)
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Where roads are constructed without curb and gutter, the minimum street grade shall be two percent (2%).
Where a street grade of less than two percent (2%) is used, ditches shall have positive drainage.
(4)
All new roads shall be constructed to remain passable during a 100-year flood event along any adjacent or
nearby watercourse having a watershed of fifty (50) acres or more. The determination of the 100-year flood level
with respect to the roadway for purposes of this Subsection shall include the effects of the roadway itself and
any appurtenant structures and adjacent or nearby developments, but not the effects of partial or complete
blockage of the approved drainage systems or structures. Exceptions to this requirement may be allowed at the
discretion of the Director when:
(A)
The watercourse is to be conveyed in an approved storm drain system running along the right-of-way and
depending on the roadway as the overflow path for storms in excess of the 10-year storm, provided the
watershed area does not exceed four hundred (400) acres, and provided that the Department approves the
resultant 100-year floodway with respect to affected properties; or
(B)
The roadway must be constructed to a lower elevation in order to serve existing development or to connect with
an existing publicly maintained road, provided the extent of the lowering is the minimum practicable while
meeting the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this Subsection; or
(C)
The roadway would be overtopped solely by reason of computed flood elevations and flow routing resulting
from assumed partial or complete blockage of the approved drainage systems or structures;
(D)
The roadway is a private road, right-of-way, or easement serving no more than four (4) lots or dwelling units.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-137. - Alignment.
(a)
Roads shall be centered in the dedicated public right-of-way unless variations are approved by the Director.
(b)
If the established right-of-way is not of sufficient width to construct the roadway in accordance with the Design
and Construction Standards currently in effect, the applicant may be required to obtain and dedicate to public
use, or deed to the County, additional right-of-way and/or easements, as needed, to construct the road to the
approved standard. Where the applicant has been unable to acquire the necessary right-of-way and/or easements,
the County may obtain the right-of-way or easements and charge all costs incurred to the applicant/permittee.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-138. - Standard paving sections.
The Director of Public Works and Transportation shall establish minimum standards for paving sections for each
class of roadway and incorporate such standards into the Design and Construction Standards. Where determined
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by the Director of Public Works and Transportation to be necessary by reason of engineering criteria, special
designs may be allowed or required.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-139. - Driveway entrance.
(a)
Residential, commercial, and industrial driveway aprons may not be constructed within, or partially within, any
intersection curb returns. Driveway entrances shall be placed across the parkway strip in accordance with
County standards and in accordance with the following requirements:
(1)
Residential Driveway Entrances. The required width of the apron shall be not less than ten (10) feet. Widths may
be required to correspond to the width of the driveway or parking pad, including any garage, carport, or open
parking pad within twenty-five (25) feet of the street right-of-way line, but, generally, shall not be wider than
twenty (20) feet.
(A)
A residential driveway apron may not be constructed within, or partially within, any intersection curb filet.
(B)
No residential driveway apron may be:
(i)
Closer than three and one-half (3 1/2) feet to the nearest abutting property line;
(ii)
Closer than three and one-half (3 1/2 feet) to the outside line of a storm drainage inlet; or
(iii)
Closer than eighteen (18) feet of full curb height to the beginning of the flare of another driveway on any one (1)
building site.
(2)
Not less than one (1) standard driveway apron shall be provided for each dwelling unit abutting the permit limit
in every detached, two-family, or three-family residential dwelling, as defined in the Zoning Ordinance.
(b)
Nonresidential Driveway Entrances.
(1)
Driveway entrances to commercial or industrial property shall have a minimum width of thirty (30) feet and a
maximum width of forty-five (45) feet and shall be limited to a maximum of two (2) on each road. The Director
may, in his discretion, approve additional driveways, width or dualization, or may deny the construction of a
driveway entrance(s) on a street, provided access is available on another public road.
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(2)
In the case of a corner lot, a driveway entrance shall not be located less than twenty (20) feet from the point of
curvature of the curb return as measured at the property line.
(CB-98-1989; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 23-140. - Street lighting.
(a)
The permittee shall be responsible for the cost of any street lights required by the Department.
(b)
Street lights shall be required on all County roadways, and on such other roads where deemed necessary by the
Director.
(c)
In accordance with the Design and Construction Standards, the permittee shall be responsible for preparing an
engineering plan for lighting all County roadways within and adjoining the permit area and, upon review and
approval of the plan by the County and the utility company, for having the lights installed.
(d)
The permittee shall be responsible for ordering the installation of the street lights from the utility company and
for the payment of all associated costs related to the installation to the utility company.
(e)
When the utility company has notified the County that the installation of the street lights has been ordered and
the costs for the installation have been paid in full, the road construction permit which is in effect will be
processed for acceptance, provided the street construction is complete. The bonds posted for the construction of
the roads should not be released until the utility has notified the County of receipt of payment for the street
lights, all other permit requirements having been met.
(f)
The utility company shall be responsible for notifying the County when it has completed the installation of the
street lights covered by a particular permit.
(g)
All small wireless facility permittees shall comply with Sec. 23-144, the Design and Construction Standards, and
the Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities when locating small wireless facilities on street light poles.
(CB-98-1989; CB-58-2019)
Sec. 23-141. - Planting and removal of roadside trees.
(a)
Purposes. The following requirements shall be interpreted consistently with the purpose of this Section, which is
to plant, control, protect, regulate, and improve roadside trees within the right-of-way, within nonutility
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easements adjacent to the right-of-way, or on adjacent private property where the Director determines that a
public hazard exists requiring remedial action to correct.
(b)
Planting required. The permittee shall be required to plant roadside trees within the limits of the permit area and
shall be responsible for all costs associated with such planting.
(1)
In accordance with the Design and Construction Standards, the applicant shall be responsible for preparing an
engineering plan detailing the location of the trees, their coordination with driveway aprons, street lights,
utilities, etc., and specifying the species to be planted. The applicant shall consider such things as conflicts with
utilities and traffic control devices when preparing the design. The plan shall be referred to the Urban Design
Division of the Park and Planning Commission for design comments on street tree plantings in relationship to
on-site landscaping. The plan shall be subject to review and approval by the Department.
(2)
Where the Director finds that trees or other plantings planted in the standard locations would be in conflict with
existing or required public utilities, traffic control devices, illumination, or sight distance, the Director may
designate alternative locations for trees or modify the standards for their placement.
(c)
Prohibited acts during road and building construction and maintenance: No person shall do or cause any of the
following acts to be done to any roadside tree:
(1)
Place salt, brine, oil, herbicide, or other substances injurious to roadside trees on, or in the area of, a roadside
tree;
(2)
Build any fire or station any kettle, construction equipment, or other engine on or along any road in such a
manner that the hot vapors or fumes therefrom may injure any roadside tree;
(3)
Erect, alter, or repair any building or structure without placing such guards around all roadside trees within a
reasonable distance of the building site that will, as determined by the inspector, effectively prevent injury to
such trees;
(4)
Operate or use vehicles or equipment in such a manner as would damage or destroy any roadside tree;
(5)
Attach or fasten any wire, insulator, or other device for holding any wires to any roadside tree;
(6)
Provide an open space of less than two (2) feet on all sides of the base of any roadside tree, except where limited
by previously established curb and/or sidewalk;
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(7)
Attach by any means any sign, poster, or advertisement to any tree in the public right-of-way or any tree located
in an easement adjacent to the right-of-way.
(d)
Permission required prior to certain acts. No person shall do or cause to be done any of the following acts to any
roadside tree without the permission of the Department:
(1)
Plant, spray, or trim any roadside tree;
(2)
Place any stone, concrete structure, or other substance in the public right-of-way, or an easement adjacent to the
right-of-way, which may impede the free access of air and water to any roadside tree;
(3)
Excavate within the area of branch spread of any roadside tree or, during excavation, to expose or cut roots more
than one inch in diameter of any roadside tree;
(4)
Remove or damage any guard or device placed to protect any roadside tree.
(e)
Permits from the Department of Natural Resources of the State of Maryland are also required in accordance with
the provisions pertaining to roadside trees within the Natural Resources Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
(f)
Where the permission of the Department of Natural Resources is required by this or by any other law, any
permittee required to obtain such permission may first make application therefor to the Department.
(g)
Conflict. The provisions of this Section are to be construed, where reasonable, as consistent with any State law,
rule, or regulation concerning roadside trees. Any part of this Section found to be in conflict therewith shall be
of no force or effect.
(h)
Public or private utilities. When the Director of Public Works and Transportation determines that it is necessary
to prune, top, or remove any roadside tree, the affected utility shall have the option of either temporarily
removing its overhead wire(s) within forty-eight (48) hours after notice from the Director of Public Works and
Transportation or pruning, topping, or removing such tree(s) under the direction of the Department of Public
Works and Transportation.
(i)
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The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall be responsible for the removal and replacement of
dead specimen trees within the public right-of-way.
(j)
Dead or dying trees on private property that constitute a public nuisance. Where a tree exists on private property
adjacent to a public right-of-way with dead or decaying branches overhead which protrude into the right-of-way,
and the Director of Public Works and Transportation determines that such tree creates a public nuisance, the
property owner shall remove the tree or the dead or decaying branches, thereby removing the hazard to the
public.
(1)
The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall notify the property owner in writing that the hazard
must be removed within a specified time period. The time period may vary depending upon the severity of the
hazard.
(2)
In the event that the property owner fails to remove the hazard within the specified period, the Department of
Public Works and Transportation shall proceed to abate the nuisance by applying to a court of proper jurisdiction
for injunctive relief. The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall recover the costs pursuant to the
provisions of this Subtitle.
(3)
Notwithstanding the above where, in the opinion of the Director of Public Works and Transportation, the hazard
constitutes an immediate threat to the safety of the public, the Department of Public Works and Transportation
shall be authorized to take immediate action to eliminate the hazard and recover the cost for same from the
property owner.
(k)
Coordination between Beautification Committee and Department of Public Works and Transportation. The
Committee may advise and make recommendations to the Director of Public Works and Transportation as to
plans of planting, maintaining, and protecting roadside trees. The Committee may recommend species to be
planted and the methods and times for plantings. The Department of Public Works and Transportation shall
coordinate, where possible, with the recommendations of the Committee.
(CB-98-1989; CB-72-1993; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-142. - Right-of-way.
(a)
Responsibility for obtaining rights-of-way. No permit shall be issued for road construction unless all rights-ofway and easements necessary for the work are dedicated, or otherwise lawfully conveyed for public use, and
have been duly recorded among the land records of the County.
(b)
Private right-of-way. In order to regulate the opening of street surfaces in all new developments in the County,
the Department shall have the authority to prescribe design standards and to require road construction on private
rights-of-way in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County,
without responsibility on the part of the County to maintain the private right-of-way after completion of the
work to the satisfaction of the Director.
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(c)
Dedication of right-of-way. Where an applicant proposes to develop a property abutting an existing or proposed
County-maintained road, the applicant shall be required to obtain dedication, or otherwise lawful conveyance to
public use, of sufficient right-of-way, as identified within this Subtitle, and provide the necessary easements to
enable the road to be constructed consistently with the Design and Construction Standards or ultimate planned
needs. The recording of the rights-of-way and easements in the land records of the County without the approval
of the Director does not constitute acceptance. The right-of-way plats shall be prepared consistently with
standards set forth by the Director.
(d)
The requirement to dedicate or otherwise lawfully convey right-of-way shall apply to all properties proposed for
development whether or not there already exists an approved plat of subdivision.
(e)
Where a property located within a municipality abuts a County-maintained road, the owner of record who
proposes to develop the property shall be required to deed, or otherwise lawfully convey to the County, right-ofway as stated above. In addition, the owner shall be responsible for constructing or upgrading the section of
roadway abutting his property to current standards, as determined by the Director. Municipalities within the
County shall not process and issue a building permit for the property until the right-of-way has been deeded or
otherwise lawfully conveyed to the County, bonds have been posted in favor of the County, and a road
construction permit fee has been paid to the County for the improvement of the road.
(f)
Where road construction requires the dedication of right-of-way or the acquiring of easements from a parcel(s)
of land not owned by the applicant or permittee, the Department may acquire the necessary right-of-way or
easements, as necessary for the work, at the applicant's or permittee's expense.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-143. - Improvements to County-maintained roads.
(a)
A person who desires to develop land abutting a County-maintained road, or other public road, shall be
responsible for providing all work required to improve a road maintained by the County to conform to the
applicable standards for alignment and cross-section when the person proposes to develop the property adjacent
thereto. Where a County road is not in conformance with the applicable standards, the person will be responsible
for improvements, including, but not limited to, curb and gutter, sidewalks, trails, and street lights on that
portion of the road adjacent to his property.
(1)
Where the property proposed for development has a frontage of less than three hundred (300) feet:
(A)
Traffic Hazard. If the existing County-maintained road is not constructed to an approved line and grade, such
that the required construction would constitute a traffic hazard, as determined by the Director, the person will be
required to submit plans for approval for the construction of a special rural design consistent with the existing
roadway features. Such rural design may include road widening, shoulder widening, side ditches, driveway
entrances, and such other design features as the Director determines.
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(B)
No Traffic Hazard. If the existing County-maintained road is not constructed to an approved line and grade, but
required construction would not constitute a traffic hazard as determined by the Director, the person will be
required to perform the work, including the construction of curb and gutter, in accordance with the Design and
Construction Standards. The person shall provide pavement tying in the curb and gutter and existing pavement.
(2)
Where the property proposed for development has a frontage of greater than three hundred (300) feet:
(A)
If the alignment and grade of the existing County road is satisfactory, construction as described in Subsection (a)
(1)(B), above, will be required.
(B)
If the circumstances set forth in Subsection (a)(1)(B), above, are not feasible, the person may be required to
regrade the road and do all construction to provide a minimum of thirty (30) feet of pavement for primary
residential streets and higher class roadways, or twenty four (24) feet of pavement for secondary residential
streets. If the person is required to regrade the road, the County will assist in obtaining the necessary rights-ofway beyond the extent of lands owned or controlled by the person for which the person has been unable to
obtain right-of-way. The County will be responsible for acquiring and providing these rights-of-way only after
the person has submitted evidence satisfactory to the Director of a bona fide effort to obtain or negotiate such
rights-of-way. The person will reimburse the County for all expenses experienced by the County while acquiring
said rights-of-way on behalf of the person.
(3)
Where the road adjacent to the property proposed for development is already constructed to an approved line and
grade, but where all elements of the standard cross-section or existing intersections have not been constructed,
the person will be required to provide that construction necessary to complete the road to the applicable
standards for that cross-section and/or intersection.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-144. - Location of utilities.
Installations of new utility systems, major alterations to existing systems, and major replacements to existing
systems shall be located either within the public right-of-way or in an easement adjacent to the right-of-way.
Utility installations in new subdivisions and along new public right-of-way may be installed in utility easements,
provided the utility easements are acquired either by dedication on the subdivision plat(s) or by the County when
the new public right-of-way is acquired. On existing public right-of-way or new public right-of-way where
utility easement(s) have not been dedicated or acquired by the County, utilities will be installed in the public
right-of-way out of the paved roadway wherever possible.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-145. - Traffic signals.
When the Director determines that a subdivision proposed for development may generate sufficient traffic to
warrant the installation of a traffic signal during the build out of the subdivision, the Director may require the
owner to sign a covenant and post bond whereby the owner shall acknowledge responsibility to install a traffic
signal(s) at the entrance road or driveway entrance to the subdivision. Said covenant shall be signed by the
owner and recorded among the land records of the County. The covenant shall require the owner to bear all costs
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associated with design and installation of the traffic signal(s), the conveyance to the County of any associated
rights-of-way necessary for the installation of the signals and geometric improvements to the intersection, and
all design and construction costs associated with any modifications to the intersection where and when the signal
is installed. The traffic signal and intersection improvements shall be made by the owner immediately upon
notification by the Director that said installation is necessary. Failure by the owner to immediately perform the
necessary improvements shall result in the work being performed by the Department, the cost of which shall be
billed to the owner. Where said owner fails to pay any cost incurred by the County within thirty (30) days of the
date of billing by the County, said nonpayment shall result in a tax lien being placed against the affected
property. Upon certification of a tax lien to the Director of Finance by the Director, the amount of such lien shall
be collected in the same manner as the County tax on real property.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-146. - Urban Street Design Policy.
(a)
The County hereby adopts an urban street design policy and principles, consistent with the Council's 2014
approval of its most current general plan for the County, Plan Prince George's 2035.
(b)
All planned County financed and approved road, sidewalk, trail and transit-related construction and
reconstruction projects within Urban Centers in the County shall include urban design policy and principles, as
set forth in Plan Prince George's 2035, for proposed construction of streets and roads for the project, except
when costs shall be demonstrated to be disproportionate to the projected need, or when such facilities would be
inappropriate due to the nature of the project, including the context and character of the surrounding built and
natural environment of the surrounding neighborhood or area.
(c)
The Department will review and revise, as deemed necessary by the Director, plans, manuals, policies, processes
and the capital improvement program to foster the implementation of a complete and green street on public
roadways projects, including privately built projects approved by the Department or on non-County projects
funded in part or entirely by County funds.
(CB-86-2015)
Sec. 23-147. - Installation of Small Wireless Facilities.
(a)
Small wireless facilities installed on a utility pole, street light pole, or other replacement or new pole require:
(1)
issuance of all permits required by this Code;
(2)
compliance with all provisions of this Code, the Master License Agreement required by Subtitle 5A, any
applicable regulations, and the County's Design and Construction Standards.
(b)
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Permittees shall install small wireless facilities pursuant to the location requirements listed in Subtitle 5A,
Section 5A-159.
(c)
The small wireless facility provider shall bear the cost to repair, replace or relocate their facility and pole if
damaged or when it must be relocated and to remove an existing pole that was replaced.
(CB-58-2019)
Editor's note— On April 20, 2020, the Council adopted CR-006-2020, approving a schedule of permit fees for
Small Wireless Facilities, appearing the text of an Editor's Note to Section 2-253.63 of this Code.
Sec. 23-148. through Sec. 23-149. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - REQUIRED REMOVAL OF SNOW, ICE, WEEDS, LITTER, AND DEBRIS FROM
SIDEWALKS AND DEBRIS FROM ROADWAYS.
Sec. 23-150. - Duty to remove snow, ice, weeds, litter, and debris.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section only, "commercial property" shall mean any property that is used to conduct a
trade or business that provides goods or services to the public. It shall also include properties that are zoned
industrial or commercial (or, collectively, nonresidential), residential, rural and agricultural, TransitOriented/Activity Center, or planned development under the provisions of Subtitle 27 of this Code that are used
to provide goods or services to the public.
(b)
It shall be the duty of the owner or lessor, as the case may be, of a residential dwelling unit or commercial
property, unless such duty has been delegated to a lessee in actual possession, to remove snow and ice from any
sidewalk abutting the subject property within forty-eight (48) hours after snow has fallen or ice has formed as a
result of inclement weather or runoff from abutting surfaces.
(c)
It shall be the duty of the owner or lessor, as the case may be, of a residential dwelling unit or commercial
property, unless such duty has been delegated to a lessee in actual possession, to remove litter and debris from
the property line of that building, lot, or land to the edge of the concrete curb and gutter adjoining the roadway in
the case of an urban (closed) section roadway, and from the private property line to the edge of the paved
roadway surface in the case of a rural (open) section roadway.
(d)
It shall be the duty of the owner or lessor, as the case may be, of a residential dwelling unit or commercial
property, unless such duty has been delegated to a lessee in actual possession, to keep all weeds, as defined in
Section 23-102 of this Subtitle, located in the public space set forth in Subsection (c) of this Section, cut to a
height of not over six (6) inches.
(e)
The Police Department or other appropriate County enforcement agency shall be responsible for enforcing the
provisions of this Section.
(f)
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Any person primarily responsible for the removal of snow, ice, weeds, or debris who breaches said duty shall be
subject to a civil fine not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each separate offense. Any person
primarily responsible for the removal of litter who breaches said duty shall be subject to a civil fine of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each separate offense.
(g)
This Section shall not apply to materials left within the public right-of-way as a result of a lawfully executed
eviction action, from a single family rental facility as defined in Section 13-138 of the Code or for bulky trash
left in the right-of-way as a result of illegal dumping by others.
(CB-98-1989; CB-73-2000; CB-74-2001; CB-70-2015; CB-54-2018; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 23-151. - Duty to prevent deposit of sediment or other materials in road right-of-way.
(a)
It shall be the duty of the owner or lessor of any real property, improved or unimproved, unless such duty has
been delegated to a lessee in actual possession, as the case may be, to prevent the deposit of dirt, sediment,
debris, gravel, oil, litter, or any other matter, including portable storage containers in a road right-of-way, or in
any drain or ditch designed to carry surface water from a road right-of-way, whether improved or not. For the
purpose of this Section, the deposit of oil shall include the drainage or leakage of oil, transmission fluid,
antifreeze, and similar substances from a vehicle or machine in addition to the discharge or dumping of such
substances by any other means. The prevention of the deposit of silt in the road right-of-way shall not apply
where a temporary approved sediment trapping device has been constructed in the right-of-way as part of an
ongoing development construction project. It shall also be the responsibility of said person to prevent the
formation of algae on sidewalks located within the right-of-way.
(b)
Any person primarily responsible for the said duty will be required to correct any cited condition within the date
of written notice by the Department or immediately if the condition cited is determined hazardous.
Noncompliance on the part of the responsible person within the required time will result in correction or removal
of the cited condition by the County, and all costs therefor shall be billed to the responsible person. Failure to
pay any cost incurred by the County within thirty (30) days of the billing date shall result in a tax lien being
placed against the affected property in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(c)
Any person primarily responsible for the deposition of dirt, sediment, debris, gravel, oil, litter, or other foreign
matter, including portable storage containers into a public right-of-way shall be subject to a civil fine not to
exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for each separate offense. The procedures of Subdivision 1, Division
3, Subtitle 28 of this Code shall apply. In addition, any person responsible for a violation of this Section may
also be subject to the following criminal penalties:
(1)
A person who dumps litter in violation of this Section in an amount not exceeding 100 pounds in weight or 27
cubic feet in volume and not for commercial purposes is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of not
more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both;
(2)
A person who dumps litter in violation of this Section in an amount exceeding 100 pounds in weight or 27 cubic
feet in volume, but not exceeding 500 pounds in weight or 216 cubic feet in volume, and not for commercial
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purposes is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) or
imprisonment for not more than one (1) year, or both;
(3)
A person who dumps litter in violation of this Section in an amount exceeding 500 pounds in weight or 216
cubic feet in volume or in any quantity for commercial purposes is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine
of not more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) or imprisonment for not more than five (5) years, or
both.
(d)
In addition to the sentences provided by this Section, a court may order the violator to:
(1)
Remove or render harmless the litter dumped in violation of this Section;
(2)
Repair or restore property damaged by, or pay damages for, any damage arising out of dumping the litter in
violation of this Section;
(3)
Perform public service relating to the removal of litter dumped in violation of this Section or to the restoration of
an area polluted by litter dumped in violation of this Section; or
(4)
Reimburse the State, County, municipal corporation, or bicounty agency for any costs incurred by the State,
County, municipal corporation, or bicounty agency in the removal of litter dumped in violation of this Section.
(e)
The placement of personal property in the right-of-way as the result of an eviction from a single family rental
facility as defined in Section 13-138 of the Code, shall not be subject to the prohibitions of this Section.
(CB-98-1989; CB-75-2000; CB-74-2001; CB-44-2009; CB-54-2018)
Sec. 23-152. through Sec. 23-155. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - ROAD CLOSINGS.
Sec. 23-156. - Authority to close roads.
The County Executive may, upon recommendation of the Director of Public Works and Transportation, authorize
the closing of any road under the jurisdiction of the County in accordance with the procedures set forth in this
Division.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-157. - Procedures.
(a)

2029/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Where users of the road or portion of road to be closed will not be denied access to any property or area which
was previously accessible, the County Executive may authorize the closing upon the certification of such facts
by the Director of Public Works and Transportation.
(b)
Where the closing of the road will deny access to public users to areas or properties accessible from the road to
be closed, or will take from abutting or nearby property owners the only direct access to a public road, or the
Director of Public Works and Transportation finds or is advised that there is potential local objection to the
closing, the Director of Public Works and Transportation shall first hold a public hearing. If the Director of
Public Works and Transportation finds that local opposition to the closing is unlikely, he may notify the property
owners served by the road, in writing, and post notices, in accordance with the following procedure, offering the
opportunity to request a hearing; and, if no request is received, he may proceed as in Subsection (a), above. The
purpose of the hearing shall be to take testimony to determine that reasonable or alternative means of access
exist to property formerly accessible by the road to be closed, and that the road is no longer needed as a public
way or that other public needs outweigh the need for the road as a public way. Each property owner as shown on
the assessment books of the County abutting a portion of the road to be closed or any utilities which may gain
access to their facilities by means of the portion of the road to be closed shall be notified in writing of the
closing and of the date, time, and place a hearing will be held. In addition thereto, a notice shall be posted in
such manner and size to give reasonable notice to the users of the road of the intended closing and time and
place of hearing.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-158. - Effect of closing.
A closing of a road shall constitute the termination of the right of the general public to use the right-of-way but
shall have no effect on private rights of ownership or easements in the roadway.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-159. - Barricades.
Upon a closing of the road, the Department of Public Works and Transportation may barricade the road or may
permit the abutting owners to place barricades, fences, or gates in such a manner as not to deny individual
property rights.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-160. - Roads in subdivision.
The provisions of this Division shall have no effect on the procedure for vacation of subdivision plats. Where,
however, vacation of a subdivision plat affects a road which is being utilized at the time by the general public,
the Director of Public Works and Transportation shall not consent to such vacation until such time as the County
Executive has issued an Executive Order authorizing the closing of the road.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 23-161. - Roads within municipalities.
The provisions of this Division shall not apply to any road within the boundaries of a municipality which is not
under the County's jurisdiction.
(CB-98-1989)
Sec. 23-162. - Temporary closures of public roads.
2030/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(a)
No person, except as otherwise specifically permitted by law, shall close a County road without first obtaining
the permission of the Director of Public Works and Transportation. An applicant seeking a road closure shall
provide information to the Department of Public Works and Transportation in a format as determined by the
Director of Public Works and Transportation.
(b)
The Director of Public Works and Transportation, in his sole discretion, may authorize the temporary closing of
any County-maintained or other public road, or any part thereof, for the purposes of performing road
construction, installation, maintenance, or repair of public utilities, or for similar activities.
(c)
No temporary closing of a road shall deny to any person the legal access to his property, without his permission,
nor interrupt through traffic on any primary, collector, or arterial road unless the Director of Public Works and
Transportation determines that there is an acceptable alternate route or that the interruption will be of such short
duration not to cause unreasonable inconvenience to the users of the road.
(d)
A request from any person to temporarily close any road or any part thereof must be submitted in writing to the
Department of Public Works and Transportation not less than ten (10) working days in advance of the date of the
proposed closing. The Director of Public Works and Transportation may waive the ten (10) day notice
requirement in cases of emergency beyond the control of the requester. The request shall include not less than
the following information:
(1)
Explanation of the road construction, utility work, or event for which the closing is requested, and a statement of
why closing is necessary for the proposed activity;
(2)
The location and precise limits of the requested closing;
(3)
The date, time, and duration of the requested closing;
(4)
A traffic control plan acceptable to the Department of Public Works and Transportation showing all required
traffic signs, barricades, alternate routes, and such other traffic control measures as the Director of Public Works
and Transportation may require;
(5)
Evidence of permission from any property owner or tenant who will be temporarily denied access to his property
from the public road system.
(e)
Where a public utility experiences an emergency condition which requires the immediate temporary closure or
partial closure of a public road for reasons of public safety due to a failure of their system, the utility shall
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immediately contact the Department of Public Works and Transportation. During the day, notification shall be
made to the Office of Highway Maintenance. During nonworking hours, notification shall be made to the
Department of Public Works and Transportation's dispatcher.
(f)
Upon review by the Department of Public Works and Transportation, the Director of Public Works and
Transportation may deny the request for temporary closing or may grant permission for the temporary closing in
writing, as requested or as revised upon recommendation of the Department of Public Works and Transportation,
with a statement of any conditions of the permission. The written permission and conditions must be
acknowledged in writing by the person requesting the temporary closing, and shall be complied with throughout
the duration of the activity for which the closing is requested.
(g)
Failure of the requester to comply with any condition of the written permission for temporary closing shall result
in immediate revocation of the permission, and the Director of Public Works and Transportation may require the
roadway to be restored to a safe condition and to be reopened to public use immediately.
(h)
Prior to expiration of the time stated in the written permission for the temporary closing, the requester shall be
required to restore the road to a safe condition and shall reopen the road to public use at the end of the time
stated. However, the Director of Public Works and Transportation may, in his sole discretion, grant an extension
of the time for reopening, upon his determination that such extension is necessary for public safety or
convenience or is necessitated by reasons beyond the control of the requester.
(i)
The denial by the Director of Public Works and Transportation of permission to temporarily close a road or any
part thereof or to extend the time of closing shall not be subject to review by the Board of Appeals for Prince
George's County.
(CB-98-1989; CB-18-2013)
DIVISION 6. - USES WITHIN THE COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY.
Sec. 23-601. - Applicability.
(a)
This division governs the placement of all signs, objects, and other private property within the County right-ofway.
(b)
Any sign or object authorized in this Division may contain noncommercial copy or commercial copy as long as
the sign remains in conformance with applicable design standards.
(c)
Any sign or object required to be placed in the County right-of-way by County, State, or Federal law shall be
governed by those laws and not by this Division. The display of street addresses shall not be subject to the
provisions of this Division.
(CB-24-2009)
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Sec. 23-602. - Prohibited signs or objects.
(a)
The following items are prohibited within the County right-of-way:
(1)
Any sign or object not expressly permitted in this Division;
(2)
Pennants, pinwheels, and similar circus- or carnival-type attractors;
(3)
Signs or objects which obstruct any pedestrian path intended to provide ingress or egress for any building or
structure, access to a crosswalk, or on the sidewalk or any other paved portion of the right-of-way;
(4)
Signs or objects which obstruct the view of traffic control devices;
(5)
Signs or objects which, because of their shape, color, or wording, may be confused with any traffic control
device or which may mislead motorists;
(6)
Signs or objects which are not clean, legible, or in a state of good repair;
(7)
Signs which are illegal under State or Federal regulations;
(8)
Signs or objects that obstruct traffic; and
(9)
Signs or objects or that are placed on or in a municipal, County, or State street right-of-way, except those of, or
authorized by, public authorities or agencies, unless specifically authorized elsewhere in this Division.
(b)
Signs placed or remaining within the County rights-of-way in violation of this Division shall be considered
abandoned and illegal at the time the sign is placed.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-603. - Application for permit.
(a)
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Except as provided in this Division, signs or objects shall not be placed within the County right-of-way unless a
permit has been issued by the Department.
(b)
An application for a permit shall be submitted on forms provided by the Department.
(c)
Each application shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs which indicate the following:
(1)
Size and location of the sign or object;
(2)
Design of the sign or object;
(3)
Method of erecting or placing the sign or object; and
(4)
Other information the Director may require to insure compliance with this Division and other regulations of the
County.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-604. - Issuance.
Permits may only be obtained when the proposed sign or object meets the requirements of this Division.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-605. - Display of issuance certificate; number plate.
The permit number shall be conspicuously displayed on the sign or object itself, or on its supporting structure. If
a single permit is issued for multiple signs or objects, the same number may be displayed on all signs or objects
authorized by the permit.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-606. - Revocation of permits.
All permits are only licenses, and are revocable at any time by the Director for failure to meet any of the
requirements of this Division. The failure to comply with any of the regulations, or a valid order by the Director,
shall subject the owner or user of the sign or object to the penalties prescribed by this Division.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-607. - Signs or objects exempt from permit.
Types of signs exempt from sign permit, subject to the limitations provided:
(a)
2034/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Public: Signs or objects of a noncommercial nature which are erected by, or ordered to be erected by, a public
official in the performance of official duty, or by a governmental agency, such as: safety signs; traffic control
signs; signs of historical interest; and names or locations of cities, towns, and villages.
(b)
Temporary real estate directional: Temporary signs, not located on the premises being advertised, containing a
directional arrow and advertising real estate for sale or lease,
(1)
Maximum area of 1.5 square feet.
(2)
Located within the County rights-of-way and within 25 feet of the corner of a street intersection.
(3)
Maximum of 4 per each property advertised, with a maximum of 25 for multiple properties with an on-site
common sales office.
(4)
At any one intersection, there shall be only one sign facing each direction of traffic.
(5)
Maximum height of 3 feet above finished grade at base of sign.
(6)
Signs may only be erected between the hours of 5:00 p.m. Friday and 5:00 p.m. of the following Sunday.
(7)
Signs placed or remaining within the County rights-of-way in violation of these conditions shall be considered
abandoned and illegal at the time the sign is placed.
(c)
Temporary institutional : Temporary signs pertaining to events sponsored by a church; library; school; hospital;
fire station; community center; day care center for children; service, fraternal, or civic organizations; or other
similar group.
(1)
Maximum area of 12 square feet.
(2)
Located within the County rights-of-way and within 25 feet of the corner of a street intersection.
(3)
Maximum of 4 per sponsoring institution.
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(4)
Maximum height of 3 feet above finished grade at base of sign.
(5)
Signs may only be erected a maximum of 15 calendar days prior to the date of the event and 1 calendar day after
the conclusion of the event.
(6)
Signs placed or remaining within the County rights-of-way in violation of these conditions shall be considered
abandoned and illegal at the time the sign is placed.
(CB-24-2009)
Sec. 23-608. - Illegal signs or illegal objects.
(a)
Except for signs or objects allowed to be placed without a permit, any sign or object placed in the County rightof-way without a permit shall be deemed abandoned by its owner at the time the sign or object was placed shall
be deemed illegal and may be subject to removal by the Department without notice. The cost of removal shall be
borne by the owner of the sign or object with a minimum cost of $50.00 per sign or object removed. Unless
rebutted by clear and convincing evidence, any such sign or object shall be presumed to be owned by and
attached by the person whose business name, business address, business telephone number, website, email
address, trademark or servicemark is contained on the face of the sign or object.
(b)
Except to the extent permitted by Subtitle 27 of this Code, it shall be unlawful for a person to attach any sign or
object to a traffic control device, roadside tree, public utility pole, or any other structure located within the
County right-of-way. Unless rebutted by clear and convincing evidence, any such sign or object shall be
presumed to be owned by and attached by the person whose business name, business address, business telephone
number, website, email address, trademark or servicemark is contained on the face of the sign or object.
(CB-24-2009; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 23-609. - Unsafe or illegal signs.
(a)
Except as to illegal signs in the public right-of-way whenever the Director of Public Works and Transportation,
or a designated representative determines that a sign or object is unsafe or illegal, the Director or designated
representative shall (in writing) order that the sign or object be made safe or removed. The order shall be
complied with by the person owning or using the sign or object or, in the case of a gateway sign, the
Homeowners' Association or other entity responsible for maintenance within fifteen (15) days after the mailing
of the order by the Director. In the event of an emergency situation (when there is an immediate danger to public
safety), the unsafe sign shall be made safe or removed without any delay or written order.
(b)
If the unsafe or illegal sign or object is not removed or maintained in accordance with the order, the Director or
designated representative may have the sign or object removed. The cost of removal shall be borne by the owner,
user, Homeowners' Association, or entity responsible for the sign or object. For purposes of this Division, all
illegal signs or objects in the County right-of-way shall be deemed an immediate danger to public safety and
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may be removed by the Department without any delay or written order. Costs of removal by the Department
shall be borne by the person or entity responsible for the sign or object with a minimum cost of $50.00 per sign
or object removed. Unless rebutted by clear and convincing evidence, any such sign or object shall be presumed
to be owned by and attached by the person whose business name, business address, business telephone number,
website, email address, trademark or servicemark is contained on the face of the sign or object.
(c)
The penalties prescribed in Subtitle 27 of this Code may be invoked if the sign is not removed or maintained in
accordance with the order.
(d)
The maintenance of an entrance feature, including gateway signs and associated landscaping, shall be the
responsibility of a Homeowner's Association or any other entity or person designated in a maintenance
arrangement approved by the Department of Public Works and Transportation. Any entrance which has not been
maintained in a safe and attractive manner may, for the purpose of this Section, be deemed by the Department of
Public Works and Transportation to be an unsafe sign or object.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any person to attach any sign or object to any public utility pole or to the exterior of any
other public structure. Unless rebutted by competent evidence, any such sign or object shall be presumed to be
owned by and attached by the person whose business name, business address, business telephone, website, email
address, trademark is contained on the face of the sign or object.
(CB-24-2009; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 23-610. - Violations and civil penalties.
(a)
If a sign or object is placed or erected in the County right-of-way in violation of any of the requirements of the
applicable ordinances existing at the time of its erection or placement, the person who erected or placed the sign
or object and the person who is presumed to own the sign or object are subject to a civil fine of one hundred
dollars ($100) for the first violation, five hundred dollars ($500) for the second violation, and one thousand
dollars ($1,000) for the third and subsequent violations and shall be liable for all costs incurred by the County to
remove such sign or object. The civil fine shall continue to accrue on a daily basis until the sign or object is
removed.
(b)
The County may recover all civil penalties and costs of removal of illegal signs or objects through an action in
law.
(c)
In an action in law to recover civil penalties or cost for the removal of signs or objects in the public rights-ofway, an affidavit by the Director or the Director's designee that describes the illegal sign or object in the public
right-of-way, the removal of such sign or object by the Department, the amount of civil penalties, and the costs
of removal incurred by the Department shall be deemed prima facie evidence entitling the County to judgment
and shall be accorded a strong presumption of correctness and validity, absent clear and convincing evidence to
the contrary provided by the defendant.
(CB-24-2009)
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Sec. 23-611. through Sec. 23-614. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - COMPLETE AND GREEN STREETS.
Sec. 23-615. - Complete and Green Streets Policy.
(a)
The County hereby adopts a complete and green street policy and principles, consistent with the adopted
Complete Street Policy by National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board and the National Complete
Streets Coalition, as revised by the County Code.
(b)
All planned County financed and approved road, sidewalk, trail and transit related construction and
reconstruction projects shall include environmental site design and facilities for the combined use of motor,
emergency and freight vehicles, transit, bicycles and pedestrians, except when cost shall be disproportionate to
the projected need or when such facilities would be inappropriate due to the nature of the project, including the
context and character of the surrounding built and natural environment of the neighborhood or area.
(c)
The Department will review and revise, as deemed necessary by the Director, plans, manuals, policies, processes
and the capital improvement program to foster the implementation of a complete and green street on public
roadways projects, including privately built projects approved by the Department or on non-County projects
funded in part or entirely by county funds.
(CB-83-2012)
SUBTITLE 24. - SUBDIVISIONS.
Editor's note: Effective April 1, 2022, the provisions of Subtitle 24 have been repealed, subject to a two-year
transitional period approved by the Council via enactment of CB-15-2018 and CB-88-2021. The user's attention
is directed to the new County Subdivision Regulations, accessible HERE .
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - DEFINITIONS.
Sec. 24-101. - Definitions.
(a)
Definitions in Subtitle 27 of this Code (the Zoning Ordinance) shall apply to this Subtitle and shall be
supplemented by the definitions in Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The following terms used in this Subtitle are defined as follows:
(1)
Acreage: A measure of land commonly used to mean land that is not the subject of a recorded subdivision plat.
(2)
Afforestation: The establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands through the planting of trees
on an area from which trees have always or very long been absent, or the planting of open areas which are not
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presently in forest cover.
(3)
Concept Study, Stormwater Management: A generalized, conceptual plan to show the proper disposal of
stormwater, pursuant to the procedures and standards set forth in Subtitles 4 and 23 of this Code, as administered
by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(4)
Conservation easement: A recorded easement established for the protection of woodland and wildlife habitat
used to meet the requirements of Subtitle 25-117, Division 2 or for the protection of sensitive environmental
features. Conservation easements shall contain the Primary Management Area and may contain other sensitive
environmental features as determined by the Planning Board.
(5)
Critical habitat: A habitat currently occupied by a rare, threatened, or endangered (RTE) species as determined
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(6)
Critical Habitat Area: The critical habitat of a rare, threatened or endangered species and its surrounding
protection area. A critical habitat area shall:
(A)
Are likely to contribute to the long-term survival of the species;
(B)
Are likely to be occupied by the species for the foreseeable future; and
(C)
Constitute habitat of the species which is considered critical by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(7)
Day: When not otherwise specified, in computing time a day shall mean a working day when seven or less days
are specified, and a calendar day when more than seven days are mentioned.
(8)
Environmental Review Package: The information that shall be submitted by an applicant with the submission of
a preliminary plan as required by the Environmental Review Package submission checklist and instructions, as
approved and amended by the Planning Board from time to time.
(9)
Federal Manual: The "Federal Manual for Identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands", 1987.
(10)
Forest interior: Woodlands that are located a minimum of 300 feet from the nearest forest edge.
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(11)
Forest interior dwelling species (FIDS): Species of birds which require large, connected forested tracts in order
to breed successfully as described in The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Technical Manual.
(12)
Forest interior dwelling species (FIDS) habitat: Woodland areas of sufficient size as to be favorable to the
breeding of certain interior dwelling bird species which are likely to be present if the majority of the forest is
dominated by pole-sized or larger trees (five inches or greater diameter at breast height), or has a closed canopy;
and meets one the following conditions:
(A)
The woodlands are a minimum of 50 acres in size and contain at least 10 acres of "forest interior" habitat which
is located more than 300 feet from the nearest forest edge; or
(B)
Riparian forests at least 50 acres in size with a minimum average width of 300 feet within the watershed of a
regulated stream.
(13)
Forest Stand Delineation (FSD): A detailed accounting of woody vegetation, prepared in plan and document
form, as required by Division 2 of Subtitle 25, and as explained in the publication, The Woodland and Wildlife
Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(14)
Funded School: A new elementary, middle, or high school, or an addition to an existing school, in a school
cluster in which a subdivision is tested and for which County construction funds are shown in the first two years
of the County's adopted and effective Capital Improvement Program (CIP).
(15)
Highly Erodible Soils: All soils having an erodibility (K) factor of 0.35 or greater as determined by the Prince
George's Soil Conservation District.
(15.1)
Impact: An impact of a regulated environmental feature is the physical disturbance or the inclusion of a
regulated feature within the required net lot area.
(15.2)
Lot consolidation: A combination or adjustment of any legal parcels of land or record lots in accordance with
Section 24-107(c)(9), (d) or 24-108 of Subtitle 24, in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(15.3)
Minor Subdivision for School Surcharge Exemption: A minor subdivision for school surcharge exemption shall
mean the subdivision of a property pursuant to a minor final plat of subdivision that was approved pursuant to a
minor preliminary plan of subdivision. Only one school surcharge exemption may be permitted from a property
that has been through the minor subdivision process.
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(16)
Natural Regeneration: The natural establishment or re-establishment of a biological community of woodlands
from nearby seed sources without afforestation.
(17)
Natural Resource Inventory (NRI): A plan map and supporting documentation or letter that provides all required
information regarding the existing physical and environmental conditions on a site that is approved by the
Planning Director or designee as described in the Environmental Technical Manual as approved and amended by
the Planning Board from time to time.
(18)
Nontidal Wetland: An area which:
(A)
Is inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and under
normal circumstances supports a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions;
or
(B)
Is identified as a "wetland" in accordance with the Federal Manual.
(C)
Does not include tidal wetlands.
(19)
Outlot: A piece or parcel of land that remains within a subdivision but which does not meet the minimum
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for a buildable lot and is, therefore, not usable as a legal building site.
(20)
Outparcel: A parcel of land designated on a subdivision plat which does not meet the requirements of this
Subtitle for adequate public facilities and is, therefore, not usable as a legal building site.
(20.1)
Owner's Personal Residence for Minor Subdivision School Surcharge Exemption: An owner's personal residence
shall mean the lot for which a residential building permit was filed and the applicant for that permit shall be the
individual that subdivided the property.
(20.2)
Ownership Lot: Part of a "Parent Lot" used to define individual ownership, deed, mortgage or lease lines within
the "Parent Lot". An "Ownership Lot" is only established for the convenience of the owner. An "Ownership Lot"
is not:
(A)
A lot, as defined in Section 27-107.01, used to determine building setbacks, access or to establish conformance
with Zoning, Subdivision or any other law or regulation;
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(B)
Considered a building site for the purposes of obtaining permits; or
(C)
A result of a change to any condition of approval for the subdivision that created the "Parent Lot".
(20.3)
Parent Lot: A lot or parcel shown on a record plat on which "Ownership Lots" are established.
(21)
Planning Director: The director of the Prince George's County Planning Department of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(22)
Primary Management Area: A vegetated buffer preserved and/or restored along all regulated streams outside the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, which at a minimum includes:
(A)
All regulated streams and associated minimum stream buffers;
(B)
The one hundred (100) year floodplain as defined by Section 27-124.01;
(C)
All wetlands and associated wetland buffers that are adjacent to the regulated stream, stream buffer or the one
hundred (100) year floodplain;
(D)
All areas having slopes of fifteen (15%) or greater adjacent to the regulated stream or stream buffer, the one
hundred (100) year floodplain, or adjacent wetlands or wetland buffers;
(E)
Adjacent critical habitat areas.
(23)
Public Facilities: Facilities and services such as, but not limited to, water, sewerage, transportation (i.e., streets,
transit), schools, libraries, recreation, police protection, fire, and emergency service.
(24)
Public Facilities Agreement: An agreement wherein an applicant for a subdivision promises to provide required
public improvements. Such agreement, however, does not replace bonding requirements of public agencies other
than the Planning Board in connection with building, grading, street construction and the like.
(25)
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Pupil Yield Factor: The estimated number of elementary, middle, and high school students per dwelling unit, as
determined by the Planning Board, from information provided by the Superintendent of the Prince George's
County Public Schools.
(26)
Reforestation: The re-establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands through the planting of
trees on an area from which trees were recently removed.
(27)
Regulated Environmental Features: Regulated streams, nontidal wetlands, and their associated buffers inclusive
of any Primary Management Area(s).
(28)
Regional District: That area within which the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
exercises planning jurisdiction, as described in Article 28 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(29)
Regulated Stream: Streams that have water flowing year-round during a typical year and streams that have water
flowing during certain times of the year when groundwater provides for stream flow. Water flow can be
identified by a defined channel and movement of leaf litter and debris by the movement of water. During dry
periods some regulated streams may not have flowing water. This definition includes "perennial" and
"intermittent" streams. Streams that only have water flowing during, or for a short duration after, precipitation
events in a typical year are "ephemeral" streams and are not regulated. The use of the term "stream" in this or
other sections of County Code shall refer to a regulated stream unless the provisions of that section define a
stream otherwise.
(29.1)
Remainder Agricultural Parcel: On or after October 1, 2012 pursuant to Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article a remainder parcel is created by the minor preliminary plan approval process in Sustainable Growth Tier
IV and is restricted to non-residential agricultural uses in perpetuity.
(30)
School Regulations: The "Adequate Public Facilities Regulations for Schools," as adopted and amended by the
County Council.
(31)
Stream Buffer: A minimum of sixty (60) feet of preserved and/or restored vegetation measured from the top of
bank on each side of a regulated stream in the Developed Tier; a minimum of seventy-five (75) feet of preserved
and/or restored vegetation measured from the top of bank on each side of a regulated stream in the Developing
Tier; and a minimum of one-hundred (100) feet of preserved and/or restored vegetation measured from the top
of bank on each side of a regulated stream in the Rural Tier. A reduction to the minimum buffer Developed Tier
to fifty (50) feet may be approved during the development approval process to support transit-oriented
development or other revitalization projects on constrained sites.
(31.1)
Sustainable Growth Tier: The Tiers adopted by a local jurisdiction in accordance with Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
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(32)
Tree Conservation Plan (TCP): A site map that delineates woodland conservation areas and the associated text
that details the requirements, penalties, and/or mitigation in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The
Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(33)
Wetland Buffer: Where a wetland or a portion of a property containing a wetland is located outside the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Overlay Zones, a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet in width measured from the
edge of the wetland, and expanded to one-hundred (100) feet in width due to the presence of steep slopes fifteen
percent (15%) or greater, highly erodible soils, other soils with development constraints, or the presence of
Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern as defined by COMAR.
(CB-48-1981; CB-127-1984; CB-73-1987; CB-83-1987; CB-74-1989; CB-100-1989; CB-121-1989; CB-61993; CB-40-2001; CB-75-2008; CB-26-2010; CB-77-2010; CB-30-2011; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014; CB-212015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 2 of CB-30-2011 (DR-2) provides that a development project for which all required development
applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council,
notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-26-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or
a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further
development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-262010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major and minor
residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
SUBDIVISION 2. - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 24-102. - Citation of Subtitle.
This Subtitle shall be known, and may be cited, as the Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County,
Maryland.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-103. - Policy.
(a)
It is hereby declared to be the policy of Prince George's County to consider the subdivision of land and the
subsequent development of the subdivided land as subject to the control of the County, pursuant to the General
Plan, for the orderly, planned, efficient, and economical development of the County.
(b)
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Land to be subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used safely for building purposes without danger
to health, safety, and welfare. Land shall not be subdivided until needed public facilities are available, or will be
made available in the foreseeable future, and proper provision has been made for capital improvements, such as
schools, police facilities, fire and rescue facilities, parks, recreational facilities, transportation facilities, and
other improvements.
(c)
The existing and proposed public facilities shall conform to, and be properly related to, the proposals contained
in the General Plan and the amendments thereto, the capital improvement programs, and the Ten Year Water and
Sewerage Plan. It is intended that these regulations shall supplement the provisions and standards contained in
the Building Code, the Zoning Ordinance, the General Plan, area master plans, functional master plans, the road
ordinance, capital improvement programs, and the Prince George's County Comprehensive Ten Year Water and
Sewerage Plan, and Sustainable Growth Tiers as authorized pursuant to Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major
and minor residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-104. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of this Subtitle are as follows:
(1)
To protect and provide for the public health, safety, and general welfare;
(2)
To guide development according to the General Plan, area master plans, and their amendments;
(3)
To facilitate public and private actions in order to provide adequate and efficient transportation, water and
sewerage facilities, schools, parks, playgrounds, recreation, police facilities, fire and rescue facilities, and other
public facilities;
(4)
To provide the most beneficial relationship between the subdivision of land and the circulation of traffic, having
particular regard for the avoidance of congestion on the streets and highways and the pedestrian movements
appropriate to the various uses of land and buildings, and to provide for the efficient and appropriate locations
and widths of streets;
(5)
To insure proper legal descriptions and monumenting of subdivided land and to help County officials in securing
adequate records of land title;
(6)
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To establish reasonable standards of design and to establish procedures for subdivision and resubdivision;
(7)
To ensure that public facilities will be available and will have sufficient capacity to serve the proposed
subdivision;
(8)
To prevent the pollution of the environment; to provide for conceptual review by other agencies, when
appropriate, of drainage, stormwater management, site stabilization, and sediment control; and to encourage the
wise use and management of natural resources throughout the Regional District in order to preserve the integrity,
stability, and beauty of the County, and the value of the land;
(9)
To provide for open space through the efficient design and layout of land, including the use of cluster
development, while preserving the residential densities established in the Zoning Ordinance;
(10)
To encourage creative residential subdivision design that accomplishes these purposes in a more efficient,
attractive, and environmentally sensitive manner than would be otherwise accomplished, through the provisions
of the optional residential design approach; and
(11)
To protect historic resources listed on the Inventory of Historic Resources of the adopted and approved Historic
Sites and Districts Plan.
(12)
To protect archeological sites that are significant to understanding of the history of human settlement in Prince
George's County.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-116-1989; CB-85-1990; CB-48-1996; CB-92-2005)
Sec. 24-105. - Authority.
By authority of Article 28 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, and other applicable laws, statutes, ordinances,
and regulations of the State of Maryland, the Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission does hereby exercise the power and authority to review, approve,
approve with modifications or conditions, or disapprove preliminary plans and final plats for the subdivision of
land in that part of the Regional District within Prince George's County, which show lots, blocks, or sites, with
or without new streets or highways.
(CB-48-1981; CB-127-1984; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-106. - Interpretation.
In their interpretation and application, the provisions of these regulations shall be held to be the minimum
requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, and general welfare.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-107. - Jurisdiction.
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(a)
This Subtitle shall apply to all subdivision of land, as defined herein, within the boundaries of that part of the
Regional District in Prince George's County, Maryland.
(b)
No land shall be subdivided within the Regional District in Prince George's County until:
(1)
The subdivider or his agent shall obtain approval of the preliminary plan and final plats by the Planning Board
(or the Planning Director in the case of minor subdivisions as determined by the Director); and
(2)
The approved final plat is filed in the Land Records of Prince George's County.
(c)
The following shall be exempt from the requirement of filing a preliminary plan and final plat of subdivision,
except for any portion of land within the Interim Land Use Control (ILUC) Area subject to Sec. 24-120.03(b) of
this Subtitle and consistent with Part 18 of the Zoning Ordinance unless otherwise noted below:
(1)
Partition through action of a court of competent jurisdiction unless or until development of the land is proposed
for any use other than single-family detached dwellings and uses accessory thereto;
(2)
The division of land and distribution, in kind, to the heirs upon the distribution of an estate unless or until
development of the land is proposed for any use other than one-family detached dwellings and uses accessory
thereto;
(3)
A conveyance of one-half (l/2) acre or more to a son or daughter or lineal descendant or antecedent of the
grantor from a tract retaining five (5) or more acres, or two (2) or more acres for property zoned R-A, provided
that any lot so created shall be used solely for a one-family detached dwelling and uses accessory thereto and is
in compliance with the provisions of Section 24-107(d). Pursuant to this exemption, a grantee may only receive
one (1) conveyance from the grantor in a ten (10) year time frame. The grantor shall submit a certified list of all
previous grants to any person pursuant to this exception. This exemption may not be used to divide a property
that was created pursuant to the provisions for private roads and easements contained in Section 24-128(b) of
this Subtitle or used to divide a property that is subject to a Regulating Plan approved in accordance with
Subtitle 27A of the County Code;
(4)
A conveyance to a public utility for transmission line purposes;
(5)
A conveyance to a governmental agency for public use;
(6)
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A conveyance of property used exclusively for agricultural uses which, at the time of conveyance, is assessed as
agricultural land, and the agricultural uses proposed result in a de minimus transportation impact as defined by
the Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of Development Proposal;
(7)
Any subdivision of land by deed of a lot prior to January 1, 1982, provided:
(A)
The proposed use is for a single-family detached dwelling and uses accessory thereto.
(B)
The total development proposed for the subdivision on a property that is not subject to a Regulating Plan
approved in accordance with Subtitle 27A of the County Code and does not exceed five thousand (5,000) square
feet of gross floor area.
(C)
The development proposed is in addition to a development in existence prior to January 1, 1990, and does not
exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area.
(D)
The development of more than five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area, which constitutes at least
ten percent (10%) of the total area of a site that is not subject to a Regulating Plan approved in accordance with
Subtitle 27A of the County Code, has been constructed pursuant to a building permit issued on or before
December 31, 1991.
(E)
The proposed use is for an addition to an existing school facility for which no increase in existing enrollment is
proposed.
(F)
The proposed use is for an addition to an existing eleemosynary or philanthropic institution facility in the O-S
Zone, consistent with an approved Special Exception.
(8)
A resubdivision to correct a drafting or engineering error for property which is not the subject of a record plat;
(9)
The sale or exchange of land between adjoining property owners to adjust common boundary lines, provided
that no additional lots are created, for property which is not the subject of a record plat or a Regulating Plan
approved in accordance with Subtitle 27A of the County Code;
(10)
A conveyance resulting from foreclosure proceedings or trustees' sales pursuant to a deed of trust or mortgage,
deeds in lieu of foreclosure, trustees' deeds and final decrees of foreclosure. For purposes of this Subtitle, where
a property is not subject to a Regulating Plan approved in accordance with Subtitle 27A of the County Code, the
execution and/or recordation of a deed of trust or mortgage shall not constitute a conveyance of property.
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(11)
In the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the filing of a preliminary plan and subdivision plat shall not
be required if the land was subdivided:
(A)
By any method in paragraphs 1 through 10, above, prior to October 30, 1989;
(B)
By the method in paragraph (3), provided that the land to be conveyed lies outside the Critical Area Overlay
Zone;
(C)
By the method in paragraph (5), provided that the conveyance restricts use of the land to public uses in
perpetuity.
(12)
A conveyance, by lease or sale, from a public agency for an arena (stadium). In this case, any portion of the
property not conveyed by the public agency that is used for a recreational use shall also be exempt from the
requirement of filing a preliminary plan. Additionally, any portion of the property that is subsequently conveyed
and used for recreational purposes, other than a stadium, shall also be exempt. This exemption shall only apply
to the requirement for a preliminary plan. A final plat approved pursuant to Subsection (d) shall be recorded in
the Land Records of Prince George's County prior to designation of the land as a record lot.
(13)
A conveyance from a church of an existing parsonage for use as a single-family dwelling, and uses accessory
thereto, provided both uses comply with the minimum lot area requirements set forth in Subtitle 27.
(14)
A division of land subject to an existing record plat to enable the conveyance of a lot containing an existing
community building provided:
(A)
The conveyance is to a nonprofit organization using the existing building for its nonprofit purposes;
(B)
The building to be conveyed is the subject of a special exception for a community building and is located within
an existing apartment community in the R-18 Zone;
(C)
The proposed conveyance includes an adaptive reuse of a historic structure;
(D)
For purposes of compliance with any requirements of the Subdivision Regulations and the Zoning Ordinance,
the lot containing the apartment complex and the lot to be conveyed shall be considered as one development site
in the aggregate.
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(15)
For any property or portion of a property fully encumbered by a perpetual conservation easement, for purposes
of agricultural preservation, a conveyance of a minimum of one (1) acre, but not more than two (2) acres in the
O-S Zone to a son or daughter of the grantor or an "unrestricted lot" as described in § 2-513(b)(3) of the
Maryland Annotated Code. This exemption shall not allow the division of any property that is within an
environmental setting for a historic site.
(16)
In the ILUC Area subject to Sec. 24-120.03(b) of this Subtitle, the filing of a subdivision plat shall not be
required if the land was subdivided by the method in paragraph (4) or paragraph (5) of this Section.
(17)
In the Sustainable Growth Tier IV the filing of a preliminary plan and final plat shall not be required, unless
otherwise noted below, if the land was subdivided:
(A)
By any method provided in Subsection (c) prior to October 1, 2012.
(B)
On or after October 1, 2012 for the division of land pursuant to Subsection (c) a minor final plat pursuant to
Section 24-108 shall be required for a residential or agricultural use,
(i)
The subdivision of land is limited in total to a cumulative number of residential lots permitted under a minor
preliminary plan.
(ii)
Agricultural parcel(s) are in addition to the permitted number of residential lots and are restricted to agricultural
uses in perpetuity.
(aa)
A preliminary plan and final plat of subdivision is required for agricultural uses which generate a greater than de
minimus transportation impact as defined by the Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of
Development Proposal.
(18)
Any building restriction line(s) shown on a plat recorded on or before November 29, 1949, is hereby null and
void, but shall be subject to the setback requirements of this Code.
(d)
Any conveyance of property pursuant to the provisions of Subsection (c) shall not exempt the property from the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, Subtitle 5B, or Section 9-206 of the Environment Article. Upon application
by any party contemplating a conveyance pursuant to Subsection (c), the application shall be reviewed by the
Planning Board staff for compliance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, Subtitle 5B, or Section 9-206
of the Environment Article and the application may be treated as a request for a minor final plat of subdivision
for which no preliminary plan is required unless otherwise required.
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(CB-48-1981; CB-145-1986; CB-63-1989; CB-100-1989; CB-81-1990; CB-103-1992; CB-54-1995; CB-511996; CB-65-1998; CB-59-1999; CB-32-2005; CB-46-2006; CB-43-2007; CB-49-2009; CB-3-2010; CB-772010; CB-4-2012; CB-104-2012; CB-74-2017)
Editor's note— CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major
and minor residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-108. - Preliminary plan exemptions.
(a)
A final plat may be filed with the Planning Director and treated as a minor final plat for which no preliminary
plan is required in the following instances:
(1)
A resubdivision of land which is the subject of a record plat in order to correct a drafting or engineering error;
(2)
The incorporation of an outlot on a record plat into an adjoining lot;
(3)
The sale or exchange of land between adjoining property owners to adjust common boundary lines or
consolidate lots, provided that in no case shall additional lots be created and that all properties are the subject of
a record plat.
(4)
For the sole purpose of removing a designation that requires the provisions of Moderately Priced Dwelling Units
(MPDUs), upon the payment of a fee in lieu of construction of $5,000 per MPDU in the R-T, R-H, R-18C, or MX-T Zones or a fee in lieu of construction of $10,000 per MPDU in the R-80, R-55, or Comprehensive Design
Zones.
(5)
In the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, prior to the approval of a lot consolidation, a conservation
plan shall be approved in accordance with Subtitle 5B-110. The lot consolidation shall conform to the approved
Conservation Plan. The final plat shall reference the Conservation Plan and the liber/folio of the Conservation
Agreement and Conservation Easement when required.
(6)
The conversion of condominium townhouse dwelling units in general, and two-family dwelling units in the R-R
Zone only, to individual record lots provided:
(A)
The condominium townhouse dwelling units are shown on an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, the
number of lots does not exceed the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision approved number of townhouse dwelling
units, the individual townhouse dwelling units and lots are reflected on an approved Specific Design Plan,
Detailed Site Plan, or Special Exception and conform to Subtitles 24 and 27; or
(B)
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The condominium townhouse dwelling units in general, or two-family dwelling units in the R-R Zone only, may
be converted to individual townhouse record lots if shown or described on a Detailed Site Plan, Specific Design
Plan, Special Exception approved prior to September 1, 2012 or a Conceptual Site Plan approved pursuant to
Section 27-548.01.02 for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex, or if they were created as part of a MixedUse Planned Community pursuant to Section 27-548(h) of this Code; or if shown or described in an approved
Preliminary Plan of Subdivision containing properties that are collectively located in both the L-A-C Zone and
R-M Zone, with acreage exceeding 250 acres in area, and bisected by a street with a functional transportation
classification of 'Arterial' within the applicable Master Plan.
(i)
Lots and parcels created pursuant to this exemption are not subject to the lot standards of Section 24-121(a)(4)
regarding lot depth and the restrictions contained in Section 24-128 (a) regarding private roads and easements
except that appropriate documentation securing access will be required.
(ii)
Prior to the approval of a final plat, a revision to the Detailed Site Plan, Special Exception, or Specific Design
Plan, as applicable, shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Director in accordance with Subtitle 27 to
reflect the individual lots. In the case of a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex, an exhibit showing a
lotting pattern that conforms to the Conceptual Sit Plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning
Director, in accordance with Section 27-548.01.02(f).
(iii)
The conversion is not intended to reduce the original unit yield reflected on the approved plan.
(iv)
Each two-family dwelling, arranged one above the other, shall be replaced by only one townhouse dwelling unit.
(7)
Establishment of "Ownership Lots" within a commercial, industrial, institutional or multi-family residential
"Parent Lot" to reflect a change in ownership, deed, mortgage or lease line.
(A)
A plat to create, modify or delete "Ownership Lots" to reflect a deed, mortgage, or lease line within a
commercial, industrial, institutional or multifamily residential "Parent Lot" may be recorded under the minor
final plat process subject to the following requirements:
(i)
"Ownership Lots" are subject to all approvals, conditions of approval, regulations and restrictions of the "Parent
Lot";
(ii)
The total maximum number of trips generated on all "Ownership Lots" created will not exceed the number of
trips approved for the "Parent Lot";
(iii)
All land in the "Parent Lot" is included in the final plat;
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(iv)
Any necessary cross access easements, covenants, or other deed restrictions necessary to implement all the
conditions of approval on the "Parent Lot" are executed before recording the ownership plat;
(v)
"Ownership Lots" may not be used to create the outside boundaries of a private right-of-way or other easement;
and
(vi)
If the "Parent Lot" was recorded prior to October 27, 1970 on the previous plat, it is subject to Section 24111(c).
(8)
The conversion of condominium single family detached, single family attached or multifamily dwelling units
within a retirement community in the M-X-T Zone to unrestricted individual record lots, provided that the
condominium dwelling units are shown on a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision, Conceptual Site Plan, or Detailed
Site Plan approved prior to April 30, 2006.
(A)
The number of residential lots created pursuant to this exemption shall not exceed the number of dwelling units
approved on the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision, Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan or, in the
alternative, the number of dwelling units authorized by an AM and PM trip cap established as part of the
approval of the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision.
(B)
Lots and parcels created pursuant to the exemption shall not be subject to the lot standards set forth in Section
24-124(a)(4) of the Code regarding lot depth and the restrictions contained in Section 24-128(a) regarding
private roads and easements except that appropriate documentation securing access will be required.
(C)
Prior to the approval of a final plat, a revision to the Detailed Site Plan shall be reviewed and approved by the
Planning Director in accordance with Subtitle 27 of this Code to reflect the individual lots and dwelling types
which are not restricted to the dwelling types approved on the Detailed Site Plan, Conceptual Site Plan, or
Preliminary Plan of Subdivision. Other revisions to the Detailed Site Plan may include changes to the type and
amount of recreational features, and deletion of gated security features.
(D)
If residential townhouses are included, the number and percentage of townhouses shall be that which is approved
on the revised Detailed Site Plan.
(E)
The conversion shall not generate more traffic than the number of peak-hour trips approved on the Preliminary
Plan of Subdivision.
(b)
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This Section does not apply to properties subject to the ILUC provisions established in Sec. 24-120.03(b) of this
Subtitle.
(c)
A final plat shall be filed with the Planning Director and treated as a minor final plat for which no preliminary
plan is required in the following instances:
(1)
On or after October 1, 2012 in the Sustainable Growth Tier IV any division of land for a residential or
agricultural use pursuant to Section 24-107(c).
(A)
The minor final plat shall contain appropriate plat notes which limit the further division of land and use of
property in accordance with Section 9-206 of the Environment Article and this Subtitle.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-48-1996; CB-77-2010; CB-8-2012; CB-4-2012; CB-104-2012; CB-21-2015;
CB-72-2016)
Editor's note— CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major
and minor residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-109. - Subdivision Regulation Legislation.
(a)
The following procedures shall be followed in the adoption of all local legislative amendments to the
Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(1)
All local legislative subdivision amendments shall be introduced as subdivision bills, and identified as such in
the heading of the bill.
(2)
Before the governing body of Prince George's County may adopt a subdivision regulation, or an amendment to a
subdivision regulation or amendment, the County Council shall hold a public hearing on the regulation or
amendment. The Council shall provide public notice of the time and place of the public hearing in at least one
newspaper of general circulation in the Regional District within Prince George's County, i.e., within the
designated newspapers of record for the County, at least 30 days before prior to the scheduled public hearing on
the subdivision regulation bill or amendment.
(3)
Review and Recommendations by Advisory Board. Proposed subdivision regulations or legislative amendments
thereto shall be transmitted to the Planning Board by the Clerk of the Council, along with notice of the date,
time, and place of the public hearing. Within five (5) days from the date of referral, the Planning Board shall
submit its comments on the proposed legislation to the Clerk of the Council. The respective standing committee
of the County Council shall not schedule a public work session on the proposed subdivision legislation prior to
the conclusion of the five-day referral period. If the Planning Board is not in session within the prescribed
referral timeframe, then the Planning Director may submit a recommendation on the proposed legislation on
behalf of Planning Board. The failure by the Planning Board to submit comments on a pending subdivision bill
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shall constitute a Planning Board recommendation of approval. Comments received on referral as to proposed
subdivision regulation legislation shall be posted online for public access by the respective standing committee
of the Council.
(4)
Subdivision regulations and amendments shall be adopted by the governing body of Prince George's County, and
may be amended by the governing body of the County. Subdivision bills shall be effective from:
(A)
The date of adoption; or
(B)
The date designated by the governing body of the County.
(i)
If the governing body of the County designated an effective date for the subdivision bill, the effective date may
not affect:
(ii)
The Planning Board's administration of the regulations; or
(iii)
The Planning Board's functions set forth in Title 23, Land Use Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(5)
Notification to Applicant. The Clerk of the Council shall transmit a copy of the adopted subdivision bill to the
Planning Board and publish notice of final action on any subdivision bill in the County newspapers of record in
accordance with State and County law.
(6)
Reconsideration. After the effective date, the District Council shall only reconsider a subdivision bill by
introducing a new subdivision bill.
(CB-48-1981; CB-75-2008; CB-85-2018)
Sec. 24-110. - Conditions.
Regulation of the subdivision of land and the attachment of reasonable conditions to plat approval are an
exercise of valid police power delegated by the State to the Commission. The developer has the duty to comply
with reasonable conditions imposed by the Planning Board for the design, dedication, improvement, and
restrictive use of the land, so as to enhance the physical and economical development of the Regional District
and to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the future lot owners in the subdivision and of the
community at large.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-111. - Resubdivision of land.
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(a)
In any case where land has been legally subdivided according to the law in existence at the time of such
subdivision and the present owner desires to change the relationships between a lot and the street shown on the
record plat, or between one lot and another, action by the Planning Board shall be governed by the same
procedures, rules, and regulations as for a new subdivision, except where filing a final plat is optional, as
provided by Section 24-107(d).
(b)
In accordance with specific provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, the Planning Board may approve the
resubdivision of residentially zoned land which creates new lots that may not comply with all current
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance applicable to new subdivisions. Such resubdivision may only be approved
for land previously subdivided in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance standards applicable at the time of the
previous subdivision. Such resubdivision may be approved only in those residential zones for which the Zoning
Ordinance specifically provides alternative minimum development standards, and only in accordance with the
following requirements:
(1)
No greater number of lots shall be created;
(2)
All requirements of this Subtitle have been met including the dedication of land for parks.
(3)
A petition to vacate the previously recorded plat has been filed; and
(4)
The proposed subdivision is better than the recorded one in terms of design amenities, environmental
conservation, or energy conservation.
(5)
Is not located within Sustainable Growth Tier IV.
(c)
A final plat of subdivision approved prior to October 27, 1970, shall be resubdivided prior to the issuance of a
building permit unless:
(1)
The proposed use is for a single-family detached dwelling(s) and uses accessory thereto; or
(2)
The total development proposed for the final plat on a property that is not subject to a Regulating Plan approved
in accordance with Subtitle 27A of the County Code and does not exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet of
gross floor area; or
(3)
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The development proposed is in addition to a development in existence prior to January 1, 1990, and does not
exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area; or
(4)
The development of more than five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area, which constitutes at least
ten percent (10%) of the total area of a site that is not subject to a Regulating Plan approved in accordance with
Subtitle 27A of the County Code, has been constructed pursuant to a building permit issued on or before
December 31, 1991.
If for the purpose of resubdivision, the recorded final plat is submitted without modifications, the Planning
Board shall approve the resubdivision as submitted if it finds that adequate public facilities exist or are
programmed for the area within which the subdivision is located, as defined in Division 3 of this Subtitle. If the
recorded final plat is submitted with modifications, the Planning Board may approve the resubdivision in
accordance with Subsection (a) or (b), above.
(d)
Paragraph (c) of this Section does not apply to properties subject to the ILUC provisions established in Sec. 24120.03(b) of the County Code.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-3-2010; CB-4-2012; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major
and minor residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-112. - Vacation of plats.
(a)
Any recorded plat of subdivision, or any part thereof, may be vacated upon petition by the owner of the premises
at any time before the sale of any lot within such subdivision, by a written instrument, to which a copy of the
plat shall be attached, accompanied by written evidence that all owners of abutting properties have been notified,
declaring the same to be vacated.
(b)
Such an instrument may be approved by the Planning Board, after posting notice on the property at least thirty
(30) days prior to approval, in like manner as for approval of preliminary plans of subdivision or a vacation
petition for an unimproved street or alley may be approved by the Planning Director if unopposed by an
adjoining property owner to the vacation petition.
(c)
Such an instrument shall be executed, acknowledged or approved, and recorded or filed, in like manner as record
plats; and, being duly recorded or filed, shall operate to destroy the force and effect of the recording of the plat
so vacated, and to divest all public rights in the streets, alleys, and public grounds, and all dedications laid out or
described in such plat.
(d)
When lots have been sold, the plat, or part of the plat, may be vacated in the manner herein provided upon
petition of all owners of lots joining in the execution of such writing.
(e)
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Generally, the Planning Board shall not vacate any subdivision which has dedicated rights-of-way to public use
or dedicated rights-of-way or easements for any public utility, storm drainage course, floodplain, public access
roadway, or dedicated public facility, until:
(1)
The petitioner, or the Planning Board, shall seek the consents of the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission, the County Department of Public Works and Transportation, and the governing officials of any
incorporated municipality within which the subdivision is located.
(2)
The petitioner, or the Planning Board, shall have notified each public utility, in writing, which is franchised to
provide services within the area of the subdivision, of the petition and provide thirty (30) calendar days to
comment.
(3)
If any of the agencies or utilities having rights in any area proposed to be vacated shall have attached conditions
to its consent, said conditions shall have been incorporated into the instrument required by Subsections (a)
through (d) of this Section.
(4)
In the case of a right-of-way which is in use by the general public at the time of the petition or within the
preceding year, the procedures required by Subtitle 23, Division 5, of this Code shall have been carried out.
(5)
In any case where any agency or utility having rights in any area proposed to be vacated objects to such petition,
the Planning Board shall find that a specific public benefit will not be annulled if the petition is granted.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-104-2012; CB-88-2013)
Sec. 24-113. - Variations.
(a)
Where the Planning Board finds that extraordinary hardship or practical difficulties may result from strict
compliance with this Subtitle and/or that the purposes of this Subtitle may be served to a greater extent by an
alternative proposal, it may approve variations from these Subdivision Regulations so that substantial justice
may be done and the public interest secured, provided that such variation shall not have the effect of nullifying
the intent and purpose of this Subtitle and Section 9-206 of the Environment Article; and further provided that
the Planning Board shall not approve variations unless it shall make findings based upon the evidence presented
to it in each specific case that:
(1)
The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public safety, health, or welfare, or injurious to other
property;
(2)
The conditions on which the variation is based are unique to the property for which the variation is sought and
are not applicable generally to other properties;
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(3)
The variation does not constitute a violation of any other applicable law, ordinance, or regulation; and
(4)
Because of the particular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific property
involved, a particular hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience, if the
strict letter of these regulations is carried out;
(5)
In the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10, and R-H Zones, where multifamily dwellings are proposed, the
Planning Board may approve a variation if the applicant proposes and demonstrates that, in addition to the
criteria in Section 24-113(a), above, the percentage of dwelling units accessible to the physically handicapped
and aged will be increased above the minimum number of units required by Subtitle 4 of the Prince George's
County Code.
(b)
A petition for any such variation shall be submitted in writing by the subdivider prior to the meeting of the
Subdivision Review Committee and at least thirty (30) calendar days prior to hearing by the Planning Board.
The petition shall state fully the grounds for the application and all the facts relied upon by the petitioner.
(CB-48-1981; CB-98-1993; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-114. - Enforcement, violations, and penalties.
(a)
General.
(1)
It shall be the duty of the Planning Director, or his designee, to bring to the attention of the County Office of
Law any violations hereof or lack of compliance herewith.
(2)
Building permits may be recommended for denial for the construction of any building or structure located on a
lot or parcel created in violation of the provisions of this Subtitle and Section 9-206 of the Environmental
Article.
(b)
Violations and Penalties. Any person who fails to comply with, or who violates, any provision of this Subtitle
contrary to the provisions of Section 7-118, Article 28 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, shall be subject to a
fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to be paid to Prince George's County for each lot or parcel
so transferred or sold.
(c)
Civil Enforcement. Appropriate actions and proceedings may be taken in equity to prevent any violation of these
regulations; to prevent any unlawful construction; to recover damages; to restrain, correct, or abate a violation;
or to prevent illegal occupancy of a building, structure, or premises; and these remedies shall be in addition to
the penalties described herein.
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(CB-48-1981; CB-127-1984; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-114.01. - School Planning Capacity Analysis.
The Planning Board shall conduct a School Planning Capacity Analysis, based on guidelines adopted by the
County Council, at the time of preliminary plan of subdivision, for all subdivisions with residential uses
proposed, for planning purposes only. The Board shall use the most recent information provided by the Board of
Education regarding pupil yield and school capacity, and shall conduct the test based on the Board of
Education's cluster boundaries. The results of this analysis shall be used by the Planning and Board of Education
staffs when assessing the need for new or expanded school facilities, and shall not be a consideration in the
approval of the subdivision.
(CB-54-1996; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— CR-4-1998 approved Regulations to Analyze the Development Impact on Public School
Facilities and directed the Planning Board staff to administratively amend Appendices A, B, and C of the
Regulations no later than January 1 for use in the ensuing calendar year.
DIVISION 2. - APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS.
Sec. 24-115. - General description; procedures, documents, fees.
(a)
Whenever any subdivision of land is proposed to be made, the subdivider or his agent shall file an application
for a preliminary plan and a final plat of the proposed subdivision with the Planning Board.
(b)
Documents shall supply sufficient information to indicate compliance with Divisions 3 through 5 of this
Subtitle, and with Divisions 6, 10, and Section 9-206 of the Environment Article when applicable.
(c)
When, in the opinion of the Planning Director, insufficient information is submitted, the application may be
returned to the petitioner, with his concurrence and within five (5) working days, and the official submittal date
shall be deemed to be the date on which the application is accepted.
(d)
The Planning Board may establish fees, by resolution, for the purpose of recovering the costs of processing
applications, such as, but not limited to, reproduction, labor, and overhead.
(e)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince
George's County, Maryland, is located on the subject property of a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision, except in
the case of the White Farm, identified as Site Number 73-6 on said plan, the preliminary plan application shall
be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission as soon as practicable after filing. The Historic Preservation
Commission shall submit its comments and recommendation for the record within thirty (30) calendar days after
the date upon which the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation Commission to submit
a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to approval of the Preliminary Plan of
Subdivision, as requested.
(f)
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Where the property proposed to be subdivided is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, a
Conservation Plan shall be submitted for approval by the Planning Board prior to preliminary plan of
subdivision approval. Prior to its approval, the Planning Board shall find that the Conservation Plan is consistent
with the provisions of Subtitle 5B and Section 9-206 of the Environment Article and contains provisions
sufficient to minimize adverse impacts on the environment.
(1)
Minor revisions to an approved Conservation Plan may be made in accordance with the procedures set forth in
Sec. 5B-110 therein.
(2)
Prior to approval of a final plat for a lot consolidation, a Conservation Plan shall be approved in accordance with
Subtitle 5B.
(g)
Where the property is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, the Planning Board shall require such
additional information from the applicant as is necessary to support specific findings to be made by the Planning
Board that:
(1)
The proposed development will minimize adverse impacts on water quality resulting from pollutants that are
discharged from structures or conveyances or that have run-off from surrounding lands; and
(2)
The applicant has identified fish, wildlife, and plant habitats which may be adversely affected by the proposed
development and has designed the development so as to protect those identified habitats whose loss would
substantially diminish the continued ability of populations of affected species to sustain themselves.
(CB-48-1981; CB-7-1982; CB-73-1987; CB-63-1989; CB-85-1990; CB-48-1996; CB-77-2010; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-116. - Subdivision Review Committee.
(a)
General. There is hereby created a Subdivision Review Committee which shall assist the Planning Director in
coordinating the interagency review and comments on all sketch plans and preliminary plans.
(b)
Committee Membership. The Committee shall be composed of representatives from the following agencies,
departments, and offices: the Planning Department, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Police
Department, the Department of Public Works and Transportation, the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission, the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Fire/EMS Department, the State
Highway Administration, the Soil Conservation District, the Department of Housing and Community
Development, and, when appropriate, the Health Department, the Historic Preservation Commission, and the
Board of Education.
(c)
Meeting Dates. The Committee shall meet regularly and shall post an agenda informing applicants of the date,
time and place that their applications are expected to be reviewed.
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(d)
Recommendations. Agency representatives shall inform the applicant and the Planning Director, or his
designated representative, of any features of a proposal that are, or appear to be, in violation of any laws,
ordinances, or policies, especially when such violations may jeopardize the future issuance of any permit, such
as a site grading, building, or storm drainage permit, or when capital improvement projects will be required in
support of the development, and accordingly, require lead time phasing.
(CB-48-1981; CB-7-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-85-1990; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014)
Sec. 24-117. - Procedures for minor subdivisions.
(a)
Definition. In instances in which four (4) or fewer lots in a one-family residential zone are being created; or on
or after October 1, 2012 in Sustainable Growth Tier IV seven (7) or fewer lots in a one-family residential zone,
which may also propose remainder parcel(s) restricted to agricultural uses; or where filing a final plat is
optional, or as provided in Section 24-107(d) or as provided in Section 24-108, the applicant may follow the
procedure for a minor subdivision as determined by the Planning Director.
(b)
Time Limitations.
(1)
Approval by the Planning Director. Within forty (40) calendar days of submission, preliminary plans for minor
subdivisions shall be approved, approved with modifications, or denied by the Planning Director, after receipt of
comments from the Subdivision Review Committee.
(2)
Approval by the Planning Board. Such approvals are subject to the requirements of a major subdivision
including mandatory action time frames, submittal, notification, and approval requirements, except as provided
in (f).
(c)
Basis for Approval. The Planning Director or Planning Board shall make a finding that the proposed subdivision
conforms with the provisions of this Subtitle, and if applicable Section 9-206 of the Environment Article, and
Subtitle 27 as the basis for approval; provided, however, that no proposed subdivision to be approved by the
Planning Director shall be approved under these procedures if the Planning Department representative or any
representative of any agency that will require a subsequent permit, advises that the proposed subdivision is not
in conformance with all pertinent laws and regulations.
(d)
Appeals. The applicant may file an appeal with the Planning Board within twenty (20) calendar days after the
date of the Planning Director's action. A minor subdivision approved by the Planning Board has the same rights
and shall follow the same procedures as an appeal of a major preliminary plan of subdivision.
(e)
Final Plat. If the minor subdivision preliminary plan is approved or approved with modifications by the Planning
Director or Planning Board, the subdivider shall proceed promptly to prepare the final plat. Unless a final plat,
prepared in accordance with the approved preliminary plan, is filed with the Planning Board within twenty-four
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(24) months of approval, unless an extension is granted pursuant to Section 24-119, the approval shall be
deemed void.
(f)
Any final plat submitted pursuant to the provisions of Subsection (e) of this Section, or Section 24-107(d), or as
provided in Section 24-108 shall be approved or disapproved by the Planning Director within twenty (20)
calendar days, or the Planning Director shall refer it to the Planning Board for final action within thirty (30)
calendar days of acceptance of the application for processing.
(g)
In the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, prior to the approval of a minor subdivision in the Critical Area, a
Conservation Plan shall be approved in accordance with Subtitle 5B.
(CB-48-1981; CB-73-1987; CB-63-1989; CB-4-2006; CB-77-2010; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major
and minor residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-118. - Documents required for minor subdivisions.
(a)
The subdivider shall pay the appropriate fee and present to the Planning Director a preliminary plan, preferably
at a scale of one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet, showing the following information:
(1)
Subdivision name;
(2)
Names and addresses of record owner(s) and subdivider;
(3)
Location and names of streets, alleys, and other public ways;
(4)
Lot lines in approximate dimensions;
(5)
Tax map number and grid;
(6)
Proposed area for mandatory dedication of land for parks, if any;
(7)
Method of sewage disposal proposed and systems area designations in the Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan
and the Sustainable Growth Tier;
2063/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(8)
Method of storm water disposal proposed;
(9)
Date, north arrow, and scale;
(10)
Vicinity map showing location of property and nearest road intersections;
(11)
Deed description or survey of property boundary;
(12)
Method of water supply proposed;
(13)
Location of existing public water and/or sewer lines;
(14)
Historic resources within or adjacent to the proposed preliminary plan of subdivision;
(15)
Cemeteries;
(16)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory; and
(17)
An Environmental Review Package.
(18)
Ownership description from October 1, 2012 to present in Sustainable Growth Tier IV, if necessary.
(b)
Final Plat. The subdivider shall file the final plat documents in accordance with the requirements for major
subdivisions, except that the signature box shall be prepared for the Planning Director.
(CB-48-1981; CB-116-1989; CB-33-1990; CB-26-2010; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
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CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major and minor
residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-119. - Procedures for major subdivisions.
(a)
General.
(1)
Optional Approaches. The application procedures for major, Comprehensive Design Zone, and optional
residential design approach are the same, except to the extent that Division 6 requires additional information.
(2)
Sustainable Growth Tier IV. Acceptance of an application for approval of a major residential subdivision is not
permitted after October 1, 2012.
(b)
Comprehensive Design Zones. For the subdivision of land in any Comprehensive Design Zone, the preliminary
plan may be combined with the Comprehensive Design Plan and Specific Design Plan, in accordance with the
provisions of Section 27-531 of the Zoning Ordinance. In this event, one (1) action by the Planning Board shall
be sufficient to approve or disapprove the preliminary plan, the Comprehensive Design Plan, and the Specific
Design Plan. Nothing in this Subtitle or in the Zoning Ordinance shall be deemed to require a subdivider to file a
single preliminary plan for the entire area covered by one (1) approved Comprehensive Design Plan. A
preliminary plan for a portion of such area may be approved, provided that:
(1)
It conforms to all pertinent requirements of this subtitle and the Zoning Ordinance; and
(2)
It conforms to the Comprehensive Design Plan.
(c)
Sketch Plans. Subdivision applicants are authorized to submit informal preapplication plans, including location
maps, sketch plans, and such other information as is necessary, to seek advice from the Planning Department
and, if desired, from the Subdivision Review Committee. Applicants are encouraged to use this approach in
order to avoid costly revisions later. There shall be no fee established for review of sketch plans.
(d)
Preliminary Plan. The subdivider shall present a preliminary plan to the Planning Department.
(1)
The Planning Department staff shall promptly check for completeness; accept a complete application for
processing; reproduce the application; and send copies to all affected public agencies.
(2)
2065/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Within four (4) weeks, the preliminary plan shall be reviewed by the Subdivision Review Committee.
(3)
Adequate notice to the public shall be provided in accordance with the Rules of Procedure adopted by the
Planning Board.
(4)
Within seventy (70) calendar days of acceptance, the Planning Board shall take final action, provided that, with
the written consent of the applicant, this time period may be extended for up to seventy (70) additional calendar
days. If final action is not taken by the Planning Board within the specified time periods in this subsection, the
preliminary plan of subdivision shall be deemed to have been approved. The month of August and the period
between, and inclusive of, December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating either seventy (70)
day period.
(5)
An approved preliminary plan of subdivision shall remain valid for two (2) years from the date of its approval,
unless an extension of the validity period is granted.
(A)
Extensions of the validity of an approved preliminary plan may be granted by the Planning Board provided:
(i)
The request is filed prior to the expiration of the preliminary plan approval;
(ii)
The preliminary plan remains in conformance with all the requirements of Subtitle 27 applicable to the subject
property;
(iii)
Two (2) years is not sufficient time to prepare the final plat(s);
(iv)
The applicant is not unduly delaying the filing of the final plat(s);
(v)
The validity of a preliminary plan consisting of less than one hundred (100) residentially-zoned lots or less than
one hundred (100) gross acres of commercially or industrially-zoned land or land designated for nonresidential
uses in any CDZ or M-X-T Zone shall not be extended more than one (1) year from the normal expiration of the
approved preliminary plan;
(vi)
The validity of a preliminary plan consisting of more than one hundred (100) residentially-zoned lots or more
than one hundred (100) gross acres of commercially or industrially-zoned land or land designated for
nonresidential uses in any CDZ or M-X-T Zone shall not be extended more than two (2) years from the normal
expiration of the approved preliminary plan;
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(vii)
A final extension of up to two (2) years from the expiration of a previously approved extension(s) may be
granted upon the applicant's submission to the Planning Board of a letter from a permitting agency (including,
but not limited to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maryland
Department of Water Resources Administration, Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement) indicating:
(aa)
The date of application for the required permit;
(bb)
That the issuance of the required permit is delayed due to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant; and
(cc)
The approximate date of issuance of the required permit.
(6)
(A)
An approved preliminary plan shall remain valid for six (6) years from the date of its approval, unless extensions
of the validity period are granted, of subdivision consisting of:
(i)
more than four hundred (400) residentially zoned lots or dwelling units; or
(ii)
more than one hundred and fifty (150) gross acres of commercially or industrially zoned land or land designated
for nonresidential uses in any CDZ or M-X-T Zone; or
(iii)
at least three hundred thousand (300,000) square feet or more of commercial or industrial development in any
CDZ or M-X-T zoned project.
(B)
An extension of up to two (2) years from the expiration of an approved preliminary plan or any extension thereof
may be granted by the Planning Board provided:
(i)
Public infrastructure which determined to be the developer's responsibility in accordance with the requirements
of Section 24-122.01 and Section 24-124 has been constructed by the developer in order to accommodate all
stages of the development; or
(ii)
The developer has been proceeding in a diligent manner to complete the development and has been unable,
through no fault of the developer, to complete development within the time frame specified; or
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(iii)
A staging plan applied to the approval cannot be met as a result of government failure to extend necessary
services or infrastructure.
(C)
Not withstanding any provisions of this subsection to the contrary, from and after January 1, 2022, an extension
of up to six (6) years from the expiration of an approved preliminary plan or any extension thereof may only be
granted by the Planning Board subject to the provisions of Section (d)(6)(B)(i) through (iii) herein.
(7)
An approved preliminary plan of subdivision of land within the T-D-O Zone encompassing more than fifty (50)
acres owned by one person or entity shall remain valid for six (6) years from the date of its approval, unless
extensions of the validity period are granted in accordance with Section 24-119(d)(6)(A). For purposes of the
first sentence of this Subsection, property "owned by one person or entity" shall be deemed to include property
which at the time of subdivision approval is under contract for purchase by the same one person or entity. At the
time of approval of the first final plat of subdivision, all of the property within the approved preliminary plan of
subdivision shall be owned by one person or entity as defined above, unless any portion is exempted from the
requirement of filing a final plat by Section 24-107(c).
(e)
Final Plat. Upon approval of the preliminary plan of subdivision, the subdivider may proceed to prepare the final
plat(s). Such final plat(s) shall be prepared in accordance with the approved preliminary plan and shall include
any modifications made by the Planning Board. A final plat may be filed no later than twenty-four (24) months
from the original date of approval of the preliminary plan of subdivision, unless an extension of the approved
preliminary plan is granted pursuant to the provisions of Subsection (d)(5), above. In all cases, a final plat shall
be filed during the period in which the corresponding approved preliminary plan is valid.
(1)
Within thirty (30) calendar days of acceptance, the Planning Board shall take final action, provided that, with the
written consent of the applicant, this time period may be extended for up to thirty (30) additional calendar days.
If final action is not taken by the Planning Board within the specified time periods in this subsection, the final
plat(s) shall be deemed to have been approved.
(2)
Sectionalized Plats. The Planning Board may approve a final plat for a portion of an approved preliminary plan
when it determines that it is impractical to require the final plat(s) for the entire subdivision at one time;
provided that approval of a portion in no way precludes final platting of the entire subdivision in accordance
with the approved preliminary plan, and that each final plat is submitted in proper sequence. Final plats for
portions of cluster subdivisions shall provide for the appropriate open space and other public amenities shown
on the preliminary plan.
(f)
Record Plat.
(1)
The final plat(s) shall be signed and sealed by the surveyor and recorded among the Land Records of Prince
George's County, Maryland, within one hundred eighty (180) days of:
2068/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A)
The Planning Board's notice of approval;
(B)
Dismissal or withdrawal of an appeal from the Planning Board's approval, or
(2)
Any final plat of subdivision not recorded within one hundred eighty (180) days shall no longer be valid.
(3)
If the plat is signed by a Property Line Surveyor, the horizontal location of all right-of-way lines, as shown on
the plat, shall be certified by either a Professional Land Surveyor or a Professional Engineer.
(CB-48-1981; CB-15-1983; CB-112-1983; CB-46-1986; CB-107-1986; CB-60-1989; CB-100-1989; CB-641990; CB-17-1992; CB-95-2004; CB-20-2007; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014; CB-82-2015; CB-93-2021)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-20-2007 limited the application of the 6-year validity period for preliminary
plans of subdivision for more than 400 dwelling units to those preliminary plans of subdivision accepted after
January 1, 2004.
Section 1 of CB-8-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the County Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until
December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-8-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any application whose validity period begins after June 2, 2009.
Section 1 of CB-7-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Section 24119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the County Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31,
2011.
Section 2 of CB-7-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
not be applied to any application whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Act, nor is it
intended to affect any other provisions contained in Section 24-119 related to the extension of preliminary plans.
Section 1 of CB-8-2011 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Section 24119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31,
2013.
Section 2 of CB-8-2011 provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension shall not
be applied to any application whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Act.
Section 3 of CB-8-2011 provides that these provisions be abrogated and be of no further force and effect after
December 31, 2013.
CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major and minor
residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
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Section 1 of CB-70-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until
December 31, 2015.
Section 2 of CB-70-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any application whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Act.
Section 3 of CB-70-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Act shall be abrogated and be of no further
force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-80-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-80-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County for approved preliminary
plan of subdivision provided that the approved application was in a current, valid status on January 1, 2015.
Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-80-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Preliminary Plan of Subdivision to proceed in the development process prior to December 17, 2017.
CB-98-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from December 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-98-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County for approved preliminary
plan of subdivision provided that the approved application was in a current, valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-98-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-98-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-60-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 14, 2018, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-60-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of Prince George's County for approved preliminary
plan of subdivision provided that the approved application was in a current, valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-60-201 provides that the provisions of CB-60-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 68, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-74-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications for preliminary plans of subdivision that were in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly,
the provisions of the running of validity periods set forth in Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the
Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021, for preliminary plans
of subdivision approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the running of validity periods set forth in
Section 24-119 of the Subdivision Regulations of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily
extended until December 31, 2022, for preliminary plans of subdivision approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter
68 became effective on the date of its adoption.
Sec. 24-119.01. - Informational mailing, civic association registration.
(a)
Informational mailings with applications.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days before the Commission accepts an application for a preliminary plan of subdivision, or a
sketch plan required for a conservation subdivision pursuant to Section 24-152(e), or a minor preliminary plan to
be approved by the Planning Board, the applicant shall send by first class mail an informational mailing to all
adjoining property owners, including owners whose properties lie directly across a street, alley, or stream. Notice
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to prior parties of record shall be required if the applicable case was approved within ten (10) years of filing the
current preliminary plan of subdivision. This notice shall inform the person of record in the previous
application(s) of the procedure and the necessity for becoming a person of record in the pending application in
order to maintain standing to participate. The failure of the previous person of record to receive notice shall not
invalidate the approval of the preliminary plan of subdivision. At the same time and in the same manner, the
applicant shall send an informational mailing to every municipality located within one (1) mile of the applicant's
property and to all civic associations registered with the Commission for the area which includes the property.
(2)
The applicant shall send informational mailings to previous persons of record for the following types of
applications: Preliminary Plans of Subdivision, including a minor preliminary plan to be approved by the
Planning Board, Sketch Plans for Conservation Subdivisions, Zoning Map Amendments, Comprehensive and
Specific Design Plans, Conceptual and Detailed Site Plans, Special Exceptions and Revisions of Site Plans for
Special Exceptions, Special Permits, Variances and Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Conservation Plans filed in
conjunction with other applications requiring public hearings by the Planning Board or District Council,
Nonconforming Use Certifications, Departures from Sign or Design Standards, and Departures from the required
number of Parking and Loading Spaces. It applies to private applications to amend those zones, plans permits,
and departures; to amend the M-U-T-C, T-D-O, or D-D-O Zone; to approve or amend the M-U-I Zone; and to
amend conditions imposed by the Planning Board or District Council. It applies to all applications to amend an
Aviation Policy Area or a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone. It applies to all Sectional Map
Amendments where a Regulating Plan was approved in accordance with Subtitle 27A of the County Code. It
does not apply to District Council initiated plans and studies for the M-U-T-C, T-D-O, or D-D-O Zone, to
Special Exception revocation petitions filed by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or
to applications which the Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively.
(3)
The applicant shall obtain an application number from the Commission before sending the informational
mailing. It shall contain at least the following: the application number; a description of the property and its
location; the nature of the applicant's request; the justification statement, if required with the application; the
Commission department, with telephone number, to obtain more information about the application after it is
filed; a statement to recipients that the applicant will meet, to explain the application; an applicant telephone
number, for persons wishing to meet; an explanation of the procedures and the necessity for becoming a personof-record in the pending application and a statement that no government agency has reviewed the application. A
municipality, civic association, or other person entitled to an informational mailing may request a copy of the
site plan from the applicant.
(4)
With the application, the applicant shall file an affidavit of mailing. The affidavit shall give the names and
addresses of all persons sent informational mailings and the dates when they were sent.
(5)
Before an application is accepted, the Commission shall determine that the applicant has complied with this
Section. A municipality, civic association, or other person entitled to an informational mailing may waive the
requirement, and an applicant's filing of a signed waiver constitutes its compliance with the requirement, for the
person signing. At any time after the Commission accepts an application, a determination that a person entitled
did not receive a required informational mailing may not be a basis for invalidating a final action on the
application.
(6)
The informational mailings required by this Section are in addition to all postings and notices required by law.
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(b)
Notice of application acceptance.
(1)
When the Commission determines an application has been filed in proper form and is ready to be formally
accepted, it shall notify the applicant in writing, preferably by e-mail. The name and contact information of the
staff member assigned to the application shall be included in the notice.
(2)
The applicant shall notify in writing and via first class mail municipalities, civic associations and other persons
entitled to receive informational mailings that the application is ready to be accepted. The name and contact
information of the staff member assigned to the application shall be included in the notice.
(3)
The Commission shall not formally accept applications for processing until after the applicant has filed an
affidavit in the record to document completion of the written notice of acceptance to municipalities, civic
associations and other persons entitled to receive informational mailings.
(c)
Civic association registration.
(1)
Every civic association which maintains a registration with the Commission in accordance with this Section is
entitled to informational mailings, for all applications within the association's defined geographical area.
(2)
As to civic associations, an applicant complies with this Section by sending informational mailings to the
associations maintaining registrations with the Commission for the geographical area which includes the
applicant's property.
(3)
To obtain a registration, a civic association shall provide the following to the Commission: its name; the names,
street addresses and e-mail addresses of all its officers; the number of members (individuals or households); the
geographical area it represents and is interested in, by a description acceptable to the Commission; the name,
street address, e-mail address, and daytime telephone number of the individual, the association designee, who is
to receive informational mailings in the initial registration period; and the initial registration's effective dates,
which may run from date of first registration to December 31 of the following year.
(4)
Associations may represent overlapping geographical areas. However, for the purpose of obtaining informational
mailings, an association may not represent an area extending beyond two adjoining Council Districts. In
addition, the officers of an association must retain their primary residence within the association's delineated
area of interest. The Commission may decline registration of any association which purports to represent an area
of unreasonable description or otherwise does not meet the requirements of this Section.
(5)
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For a watershed protection group that is registered as a Section 501(c)(3) environmental organization, the group
may designate an area consisting of the watershed whose protection is the purpose of the organization if the
officers of the organization maintain their primary residence within such watershed.
(6)
An association may correct or update registration information at any time. In addition, the Commission will send
notice to registered associations no later than January 31 of each year to solicit updated information and confirm
that the associations want to continue receiving informational mailings.
(CB-58-2003; CB-4-2006; CB-55-2008; CB-3-2010; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014)
Sec. 24-120. - Documents required for major subdivisions.
(a)
Preliminary Plans. The subdivider shall present to the Planning Department a reproducible preliminary plan
prepared by a registered surveyor. If the preliminary plan has been prepared by a Property Line Surveyor, the
horizontal location of all right-of-way lines, as shown on the plan, shall be certified by either a Professional
Land Surveyor or a Professional Engineer. Preferably, the plan shall be prepared at a scale of one (1) inch equals
one hundred (100) feet. The following information shall be shown:
(1)
Subdivision name and proposed street names;
(2)
Names and addresses of record owner(s), subdivider, and surveyor;
(3)
Locations, names, and present right-of-way widths of adjacent streets, alleys, or public ways;
(4)
Location and names of adjacent subdivisions and names of owners of adjacent acreage;
(5)
Width and locations of all existing or proposed easements;
(6)
Lot lines with approximate dimensions;
(7)
Method of sewage disposal proposed, and systems area designations in the Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan
and designation within the Sustainable Growth Tier;
(8)
An approved stormwater management concept plan or indication that an application for such approval has been
filed with the appropriate agency or the municipality having approval authority;
(9)
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Proposed uses of property;
(10)
Public area; including any proposed parkland;
(11)
Existing topography, indicating areas of steep slopes (greater or equal to fifteen percent (15%).
(12)
Street grading concept plan;
(13)
Regulated streams and associated buffers, wetlands and associated buffers, and the one-hundred (100) year
floodplain as depicted on the approved NRI;
(14)
Delineation of the Primary Management Area, as depicted on the approved NRI;
(15)
Date, north arrow, and scale;
(16)
Deed description or survey of the property boundary;
(17)
Title information pertaining to the most recent conveyance of the property;
(18)
Vicinity map showing location of property and nearest road intersections;
(19)
Vicinity map showing location of property and existing police and fire and rescue facilities within the area;
(20)
Tax map number and grid;
(21)
Location of entrance feature or gateway sign, if proposed;
(22)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(23)
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An Environmental Review Package;
(24)
Historic resources within or adjacent to the proposed preliminary plan of subdivision;
(25)
Cemeteries; and
(26)
Such additional information as may be needed to show compliance with this Subtitle, subtitle 27, and Section 9206 of the Environment Article.
(27)
Condominium townhouse dwelling units shall include a reasonable and achievable lotting pattern exhibit.
(b)
Final Plat.
(1)
The final plat shall be legible, drawn accurately and to scale, and shall be submitted for recordation using black
ink on transparent mylar or linen, or other black line process on transparent mylar or linen comparable to
original quality that will conform to archival standards. Diazo, ozalid, or other similar dry print reproduction
shall not be acceptable. The size of the sheets shall be eighteen (18) inches by twenty-four (24) inches, including
a margin of one-half (1/2) inch outside ruled border lines.
(2)
If required, the final street profiles shall be submitted as a part of the final plat. The street profiles shall be
approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or the municipality, as appropriate.
(3)
Where a recreational facilities agreement is required by the Planning Board as part of, or in lieu of, mandatory
dedication or where a recreational facility and/or other public facility is proposed by the applicant as an integral
part of the subdivision, such agreement shall be filed among the County land records and the Liber and Folio
citation shall be shown on the final plat.
(4)
Final plats for resubdivisions shall indicate the original lot lines and numbers by dotted lines and reference to the
previously recorded plat, and the last recorded conveyance shall be made in the engineer's certificate.
(5)
Restrictions and Covenants.
(A)
No final plat shall be approved until a copy of all restrictions and covenants that are required by the Planning
Board have been filed with the Planning Board, and such restrictions and covenants have been found to be
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adequate for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.
(B)
Restrictions and covenants shall be so written that they may be amended to meet changed conditions, after
approval by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the lot ownership within the portion of the subdivision affected.
(6)
The Final Plat shall show:
(A)
The street and alley lines and widths, lots, reservations, easements, and other areas to be dedicated to public use;
(B)
Sufficient data to readily determine the location, bearing, and length of every street line, lot line, block line, and
boundary line, and to locate same on the ground;
(C)
Radii, arcs, tangents, chords, chord bearings, and central angles of street curves shall be referenced in a curve
table;
(D)
A properly executed dedication form, approval form, and surveyor's certificate in accordance with the forms
shown in Division 8 of this Subtitle;
(E)
Lots numbered in sequence. In tracts containing more than one (1) block, the blocks shall be lettered in
alphabetical order. In case there is a resubdivision of lots in any block, such resubdivided lots shall be numbered
in sequence, beginning with the number following the highest lot number in the original block;
(F)
The location of property line markers or monuments. Such monuments and metal property line markers shall be
three-quarters (3/4) of an inch in diameter and twenty-four (24) inches in length, and shall be placed in the
ground at all lot corners, intersections of streets, intersection of streets and alleys with property boundary lines,
and at all points on street, alley, and lot boundary lines where there is a change in direction or curvature;
(i)
All monuments and metal property line markers at streets and alleys shall be properly set in the ground before
the streets and alleys are accepted for public maintenance. All such monuments and markers at lot corners and
lot boundary lines shall be properly set in the ground before issuance of a use and occupancy permit for any use
of the lot.
(ii)
After completion of road, street, and alley grading and paving in the subdivision, and the grading and
landscaping of lots, it shall become the duty of the property owner to commission a registered land surveyor to
place the markers and monuments in the ground as required by this Subtitle, and as certified by the land owner
on the record plat, or to certify that such markers are in place. Certification that such markers are in place shall
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be made to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in the case of markers and monuments
required for streets and alleys, and for those required to designate lot corners and boundaries.
(G)
All bearings referred to true meridian, as established by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, where
available;
(H)
Names and location of adjoining subdivisions and location and ownership of unsubdivided property;
(I)
Name of subdivision (which shall be subject to the approval of the Planning Board), location, north point, and
scale;
(J)
Vicinity map showing location of platted property when it is in an outlying area not adjoining a recorded
subdivision;
(K)
All conservation easements with metes and bounds and the associated plat note(s); and
(L)
Cemeteries, delineated by metes and bounds, if appropriate.
(M)
Restriction on the further subdivision of land and land use, in conformance with the Sustainable Growth Act
Section 9-206 of the Environment Article if applicable.
(7)
No final plat shall be approved until the subdivider has filed with the Planning Board a certification from the
Director of Finance indicating that all taxes on the subject property, including the current fiscal year, have been
paid.
(8)
Signing of Final Plat. The Chairman of the Planning Board and the Secretary-Treasurer or his official designee,
shall signify approval by signing the final plat after all conditions pertaining to the final plat have been satisfied.
(CB-48-1981; CB-55-1982; CB-107-1986; CB-83-1987; CB-120-1987; CB-74-1989; CB-100-1989; CB-1101989; CB-112-1989; CB-116-1989; CB-33-1990; CB-85-1990; CB-6-1993; CB-48-1996; CB-26-2010; CB-302011; CB-8-2012; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
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Section 2 of CB-30-2011(DR-2) provides that a development project for which all required development
applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council,
notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-26-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or
a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further
development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-262010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major and minor
residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
Sec. 24-120.01. - Subdivisions in Rural Tier; Interim Regulations.
(a)
Applications for preliminary plans of subdivision shall not be accepted for processing, beginning January 11,
2005, for the duration of the Interim Development Ordinance as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18, of the County
Code.
(b)
For the duration of the Interim Development Ordinance as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18, of the County Code,
the Planning Board may approve preliminary plans of subdivision in the Rural Tier only if the applications were
accepted prior to January 11, 2005.
(CB-3-2005)
Sec. 24-120.02. - Subdivisions in O-S Zone; Interim Regulations.
(a)
Applications for preliminary plans of subdivision for properties within the O-S Zone located within the Rural
Tier shall not be accepted for processing, beginning June 6, 2006, for the duration of the Interim Development
Ordinance as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18, of the County Code.
(b)
For the duration of the Interim Development Ordinance as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18, of the County Code,
the Planning Board may approve preliminary plans of subdivision in the O-S Zone located within the Rural Tier
only if the applications were accepted prior to June 6, 2006.
(CB-42-2006)
Sec. 24-120.03. - Subdivisions in Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) Interim Land Use Controls (ILUC) area.
(a)
For the duration of the ILUC as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18 of the County Code, and for those properties
wholly or partially within the boundaries of Figure [Height] subject to Sec. 27-1806 or Figure [Noise] subject to
Sec. 27-1807:
(1)
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The Planning Board may approve preliminary plans of subdivision with reasonable and appropriate conditions,
consistent with Sec. 24-110 of this Subtitle, to mitigate the impact of noise and/or height encroachments to
include the following criteria:
(A)
Structures shall not exceed the height limitations established by the Imaginary Surfaces in Figure [Height]. The
height limitations shall be noted on the preliminary plan.
(B)
Interior noise of a new residential dwelling shall not exceed 45 dBA Ldn as measured or certified by a registered
Acoustical Engineer. Interior noise of non-residential uses in new structures shall be reduced in accordance with
the Land Use Compatibility Guidelines included as Appendix A to Part 18 of the Zoning Ordinance. The Noise
Contours shall be noted on the preliminary plan.
(2)
Subdivision applicants may submit informal pre-application plans in accordance with Sec. 24-119(c) of this
subtitle. Pre-application plans shall show Imaginary Surfaces and Noise Contours.
(b)
For the duration of the ILUC as contained in Subtitle 27, Part 18 of the County Code, and for those properties
wholly or partially within the boundaries of Figure [APZ South] or Figure [APZ North] effected by Sec. 271809:
(1)
For properties wholly within the boundaries of Figure [APZ South] or Figure [APZ North], applications for
preliminary plans of subdivision shall not be accepted for processing, beginning January 1, 2013.
(2)
For properties wholly within the boundaries of Figure [APZ South] or Figure [APZ North], the Planning Board
may approve preliminary plans of subdivision if the applications were accepted prior to January 1, 2013.
(3)
For properties partially within the boundaries of Figure [APZ South] or Figure [APZ North], applications for
preliminary plans of subdivision may be accepted for processing, and the Planning Board may approve
preliminary plans of subdivision with portions of the property within the boundaries of Figure [APZ South] or
Figure [APZ North] designated as an Outparcel or as a part of a lot or parcel that otherwise meets the
requirements of the zoning ordinance and this Subtitle exclusive of any land within the boundaries of Figure
[APZ South] or Figure [APZ North].
(CB-4-2012)
DIVISION 3. - REQUIREMENTS: PLANNING, DESIGN, AND PUBLIC FACILITIES.
Sec. 24-121. - Planning and design requirements.
(a)
The Planning Board shall require that proposed subdivisions conform to the following:
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(1)
All lots shall be designed to be located wholly within the County and platted in conformance with all of the
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance applicable to the subject property.
(2)
In cases where the proposed subdivision is situated in a portion of the Regional District not planned to be served
by public water and/or sewerage facilities, proposed lots shall be designed to meet the minimum lot size
requirements for individual systems, as contained in Subtitle 22 of this Code and in the Comprehensive Ten Year
Water and Sewerage Plan.
(3)
When lots are proposed on land adjacent to an existing or planned roadway of arterial or higher classification,
they shall be designed to front on either an interior street or a service road. As used in this Section, a planned
roadway or transit right-of-way shall mean a road or right-of-way shown in a currently approved State Highway
plan, General Plan, or master plan. If a service road is used, it shall connect, where feasible, with a local interior
collector street with the point of intersection located at least two hundred (200) feet away from the intersection
of any roadway of collector or higher classification.
(4)
Residential lots adjacent to existing or planned roadways of arterial classification shall be platted with a
minimum depth of one hundred and fifty (150) feet. Residential lots adjacent to an existing or planned roadway
of freeway or higher classification, or an existing or planned transit right-of-way, shall be platted with a depth of
three hundred (300) feet. Adequate protection and screening from traffic nuisances shall be provided by earthen
berms, plant materials, fencing, and/or the establishment of a building restriction line, when appropriate.
(5)
The preliminary plan and final plat shall conform to the area master plan, including maps and text, unless the
Planning Board finds that events have occurred to render the relevant recommendations within the
comprehensive plan no longer appropriate, is no longer applicable, or the District Council has not imposed the
recommended zoning. Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Section, a proposed preliminary plan or
final plat of subdivision may be designed to conform with the land use policy recommendations for centers, as
approved within current County general plan. In such cases, the Planning Board may approve a preliminary plan
application as may be designed to conform with the land use policy recommendations for centers, as duly
approved within the current General Plan.
(6)
When indicated by a master plan or the General Plan or when requested by a public agency, land may be placed
in reservation, pursuant to Division 7 of this Subtitle.
(7)
Provision shall be made for the eventual ownership of outlots or residue parcels by incorporating them into
platted lots or into adjacent parcels or by other means deemed acceptable by the Planning Board.
(8)
Corner lots shall be rounded with a radius of not less than twenty (20) feet or provided with an equivalent
truncation.
(9)
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Walkways, with rights-of-way not less than ten (10) feet wide, shall be provided through all blocks over seven
hundred fifty (750) feet long, when deemed necessary by the Planning Board.
(10)
Generally, subdivisions shall be designed to avoid unnecessary and costly roads, utility extensions, grading, and
energy consumption.
(11)
Significant natural features which are impossible or difficult to reproduce, such as waterways, streams, hills,
wooded lands, and specimen trees, should be preserved to the degree practicable.
(12)
Lot size averaging may be permitted for preliminary plans accepted prior to July 1, 2006 in accordance with the
Zoning Ordinance when the Planning Board finds that:
(A)
The subdivision design provides for better access, protects or enhances historic resource or natural features and
amenities, or otherwise provides for a better environment than that which could be achieved by the exclusive use
of standard lots.
(B)
The subdivision design provides for an adequate transition between the proposed sizes and locations of lots and
the lots, or lot size standards, of any adjacent residentially zoned parcels.
(C)
The subdivision design, where applicable, provides for an adequate transition between the proposed natural
features of the site and any natural features of adjacent parcels.
(13)
Generally, lots, except at corners, should have access to only one (1) street.
(14)
If an entrance feature or gateway sign is proposed in a residential subdivision, it shall be identified on the
preliminary plan on a separate Homeowners' Association parcel, or easement located on a homeowner's lot, and
be designed in accordance with the standards in Section 27-624 of the Zoning Ordinance. A Homeowners'
Association or other entity or person designated in a maintenance arrangement approved by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, shall be responsible for the maintenance of the entrance feature or
gateway sign.
(15)
The Planning Board shall not approve a preliminary plan of subdivision until evidence is submitted that a
stormwater management concept plan has been approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or the municipality having approval authority, unless the Planning Board finds that such approval
will not affect the subdivision.
(16)
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Except as indicated in Section 24-132, the subdivision shall be designed and platted in accordance with the
provisions for woodland conservation and tree preservation contained in Subtitle 25.
(17)
Historic resources should be preserved.
(18)
Significant archeological sites identified in accordance with the Planning Board Guidelines for Archeological
Review should be preserved in place, to the extent practicable and should be interpreted as appropriate.
(19)
Condominium townhouse dwelling units approved after September 1, 2012 shall conform to the lot standards of
this Subtitle and Subtitle 27 for possible future conversion to fee simple lots.
(CB-48-1981; CB-73-1987; CB-74-1989; CB-110-1989; CB-112-1989; CB-116-1989; CB-39-1994; CB-451997; CB-13-2005; CB-92-2005; CB-4-2006; CB-8-2012; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014; CB-39-2016; CB-852018)
Sec. 24-122. - Public facilities requirements.
(a)
When utility easements are required by a public utility company, the subdivider shall include the following
statement in the dedication documents: Utility easements are granted pursuant to the declaration recorded among
the County Land Records in Liber 3703 at Folio 748.
(b)
Land for public facilities shown on the General Plan, functional master plans and/or area master plans, and
watershed plans shall be reserved, dedicated, or otherwise provided for.
(c)
Stormwater management facilities, existing or proposed as part of the development, shall have sufficient
capacity to convey surface water runoff.
Sec. 24-122.01. - Adequacy of public facilities.
(a)
The Planning Board may not approve a preliminary plan of subdivision if it finds that adequate public facilities
do not exist or are not programmed for the area within which the proposed subdivision is located, as defined in
the "Guidelines for the Mitigation of Adequate Public Facilities: Public Safety Infrastructure" and "Guidelines
for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of Development Proposals." The Planning Board shall require adequate
public facilities, as provided in this Section and in Division 4 of this Subtitle.
(b)
Water and sewerage.
(1)
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The location of the property within the appropriate service area of the Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan is
deemed sufficient evidence of the immediate or planned availability of public water and sewerage for
preliminary plan or final plat approval; and
(2)
Applications filed on or after October 1, 2012, pursuant to the Sustainable Growth Act Section 9-206 of the
Environment Article, the following restrictions apply to residential subdivisions:
(i)
Tier I. All lots shall be served by public sewer.
(ii)
Tier II. All lots shall be served by public sewer; or if the subdivision is a minor subdivision it may be served by
on-site sewer disposal systems.
(iii)
Tier III. All lots shall be served by on-site sewer disposal systems.
(iv)
Tier IV. All lots in a minor subdivision shall be served by on-site sewer disposal systems. A residential major
subdivision served by on-site sewer disposal systems is not permitted.
(c)
Police facilities.
(1)
Before any preliminary plan may be approved, the Planning Board shall find that:
(A)
The population and/or employees generated by the proposed subdivision at each stage of the proposed
subdivision will not exceed the service capacity of existing police stations as determined by the Planning Board
in the "Guidelines for the Mitigation of Adequate Public Facilities: Public Safety Infrastructure" as may be
amended from time to time; or
(B)
An adequate police facility available to serve the population and/or employees generated by the proposed
subdivision has been programmed with one hundred percent (100%) of the expenditures for the construction of
such a facility within the adopted County Capital Improvement Program as determined under the "Guidelines";
or
(C)
That improvements participated in or funded by the subdivider, including participation in a specific Public
Facilities Financing and Implementation Program as defined in Section 27-107.01(186.1), will alleviate any
inadequacy as determined under the "Guidelines."
(d)
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Fire and rescue facilities.
(1)
Before any preliminary plan may be approved, the Planning Board shall find that:
(A)
The population and/or employees generated by the proposed subdivision at each stage of the proposed
subdivision will be within the adequate coverage area of the nearest fire and rescue station(s) as determined by
the Planning Board in the "Guidelines for the Mitigation of Adequate Public Facilities: Public Safety
Infrastructure" as may be amended from time to time; or
(B)
An adequate fire and rescue station(s) available to serve the population and/or employees generated by the
proposed subdivision has been programmed with one hundred percent (100%) of the expenditures for the
construction of such a facility within the adopted County Capital Improvement Program as determined under the
"Guidelines", provided, however, that if construction of such improvements has not commenced within nine (9)
years after the first year the project is fully funded in an adopted County Capital Improvement Program, the
preliminary plan may not be considered and approved by the Planning Board based upon future construction
until such facilities are actually constructed; or
(C)
That improvements participated in or funded by the subdivider, including participation in a specific public
facilities financing and implementation program as defined in Section 27-107.01(186.1), will alleviate any
inadequacy as determined under the "Guidelines."
(2)
Before any preliminary plan may be approved, if the location of the property proposed for subdivision is outside
the appropriate service area of the Ten Year Water and Sewerage Plan or is in the Rural Tier, the Planning Board
shall require the subdivider to provide water storage tanks, the availability of water tanker trucks, or other
appropriate source of water for fire extinguishing purposes.
(e)
Data Collection by Office of Audits and Investigations and Office of Management and Budget.
(1)
Except as provided in Subsection (3) below, the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief shall submit the following
information to the County Office of Audits and Investigations, County Office of Management and Budget, and
the Planning Board:
(A)
For Police personnel, a statement of authorized strength of sworn officers of at least:
(i)
Ninety percent (90%) of an authorized strength of One Thousand Four Hundred Twenty (1,420) equaling One
Thousand Twelve Hundred Seventy Eight (1,278) sworn officers on and after December 31, 2004;
(ii)
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Ninety-five percent (95%) of an authorized strength of One Thousand Four Hundred Twenty (1,420) equaling
One Thousand Three Hundred Forty Nine (1,349) sworn officers on and after December 31, 2005; and
(iii)
One Hundred percent (100%) of an authorized strength of One Thousand Four Hundred Twenty (1,420) sworn
officers on and after December 31, 2006;
(B)
For Fire personnel, a statement of authorized strength of fire and rescue personnel of at least:
(i)
Ninety-five percent (95%) of an authorized strength of Six Hundred Ninety Two (692) equaling Six Hundred
Fifty Seven (657) fire and rescue personnel on and after December 31, 2004; and
(ii)
One Hundred percent (100%) of an authorized strength of Six Hundred Ninety Two (692) fire and rescue
personnel on and after December 31, 2005.
(C)
A statement reflecting adequate equipment pursuant to studies and regulations used by the County, or the Public
Safety Master Plan for police and fire stations in the vicinity of the area proposed for subdivision; and
(D)
A statement by the Police Chief that the rolling twelve-month average, adjusted monthly, for response times in
the vicinity of the property proposed for subdivision is a maximum of twenty-five (25) minutes total for nonemergency calls and a maximum of ten (10) minutes total for emergency calls for service. Prior to January 2006,
the Police Chief shall calculate the cumulative average response times beginning with the January 2005 response
time data. In this Section, total time means the length of time from the call for service until the arrival of Police
personnel on-scene or other appropriate police response.
(E)
A statement by the Fire Chief that the response time for the first due station in the vicinity of the property
proposed for subdivision is a maximum of seven (7) minutes travel time. The Fire Chief shall submit monthly
reports chronicling actual response times for calls for service during the preceding month.
(2)
If any of the required statements in this Subsection are not provided that meet the criteria specified in this
Section on the date the application is accepted by the Planning Board or within the following three (3) monthly
cycles of response time reports, then the Planning Board may not approve the preliminary plan until a mitigation
plan between the applicant and the County is entered into and filed with the Planning Board.
(3)
The provisions of Subsection (e)(1) shall not apply to commercial or industrial applications for preliminary
plans.
(4)
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The governing body of the County may waive any surcharge imposed within the developed tier.
(f)
The governing body of the County may, by Resolution, waive any public safety facilities mitigation requirement
imposed pursuant to this Section.
(CB-48-1981; CB-83-1987; CB-100-1989; CB-3-1997; CB-89-2004; CB-56-2005; CB-25-2008; CB-104-2012;
CB-20-2020)
Editor's note— CR-26-2006 provides clarification of language in this Section related to the collection and
reporting of data concerning the authorized strength of sworn police officers and qualified fire and rescue
personnel.
CR-69-2006 temporarily suspends the staffing requirements of Section 24-122.01(e)(1)(A, B) and provides that
any preliminary plan of subdivision that has been denied since January 1, 2006 due to these requirements may be
reconsidered by the Planning Board.
CR-83-2012 adopted the County's Sustainable Growth Tier Map pursuant Section 9-206 of the Environment
Article of the Maryland Annotated Code. The Growth Tiers depicted therein identify where major and minor
residential subdivisions may develop and the type of sewage disposal system that will serve them.
CR-126-2020 provides that the police response time mitigation fee required in CB-55-2005, CB-56-2005, CR78-2005, and Section 24-122.01(e) is waived, for the property included in the Calm Retreat Project and all
permits (including grading permits) may be issued for dwelling units with no requirement to pay the police
response time mitigation fee.
Sec. 24-122.02. - School Facilities Tests.
(a)
At the time of a preliminary plan of subdivision, the Planning Board shall apply an adequacy of school facilities
test in accordance with this Subsection.
(1)
The test shall be applied to a proposed subdivision as it affects school clusters, which are groupings of
elementary, middle, and high schools which would be impacted by the subdivision.
(2)
A subdivision meets the test, unless otherwise provided below, if the number of students generated by the
proposed subdivision at each stage will not exceed one hundred five percent (105%) of the state rated capacity,
as adjusted by the School Regulations, of the affected elementary, middle, and high school clusters, as
determined by the Planning Board.
(3)
The number of elementary, middle, and high school students generated by the proposed subdivision shall be
determined in accordance with the pupil yield factors, as defined in Section 24-101(b), for each dwelling unit
type as determined by the Planning Board from historical information provided by the Superintendent of the
Prince George's County Public Schools.
(4)
The Planning Board shall determine:
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(A)
The school cluster or clusters impacted by the subdivision.
(B)
The actual enrollment, which is the number of elementary, middle, and high school students, as reported by the
Superintendent of the Prince George's County Public Schools as of September 30 of the prior year, and as
calculated by the Planning Board and effective in January of each year for use in that calendar year.
(C)
The completion enrollment, which is the total number of elementary, middle, and high school students to be
generated by the estimated number of residential completions, for each school cluster.
(i)
Residential completions are estimated from the total of all substantially completed dwelling units added to the
County's assessable tax base in the two (2) previous calendar years.
(ii)
In determining completion enrollment, the estimated number of residential completions in a given school cluster
will not exceed the number of dwelling units shown on:
(aa)
An approved preliminary plan of subdivision with no waiting period, or with a waiting period less than twentyfour (24) months as of September 30 of each calendar year; and
(bb)
All recorded plats not subject to an adequate public facilities test for schools at time of building permit issuance.
(D)
The subdivision enrollment, which is the anticipated number of elementary, middle, and high school students to
be generated by all dwelling units shown on the proposed preliminary plan of subdivision, multiplied by the
pupil yield factor.
(E)
The cumulative enrollment, which is the total of all subdivision enrollments resulting from approved preliminary
plans of subdivision in each school cluster for the calendar year in which an adequate public facilities test is
being applied.
(5)
The Planning Board shall determine the subdivision's cluster enrollment by adding: the actual number of
students in the cluster as of September 30; the number of students anticipated from residential completions in the
cluster; the number anticipated from the subdivision; and the number anticipated from subdivisions already
approved in the cluster within the calendar year. The Board shall then determine the percent capacity by dividing
the cluster enrollment by the state rated capacity (adjusted by the School Regulations) of schools in the cluster.
(b)
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The following shall be exempt from the preliminary plan of subdivision test in Subsection (a):
(1)
A subdivision which is a redevelopment project that replaces existing dwelling units;
(2)
A subdivision for elderly housing operated in accordance with State and Federal Fair Housing law.
(3)
A subdivision containing no more than three (3) lots on less than five (5) gross acres of land and for which the
lots, except for one to be retained by grantor, are to be conveyed to a son or daughter or lineal descendant of the
grantor.
(4)
A subdivision which is located in the Developed Tier, as described in the County's adopted Biennial Growth
Policy Plan.
(5)
A subdivision for fewer than thirty-six (36) dwelling units, which will not be served by public water and
sewerage systems, is not included in a large Comprehensive Design or Mixed-Use Zone development, and for
which the applicant/owner, or predecessors in interest and/or title, did not own any property adjacent to the
proposed subdivision as of May 31, 1997. For purposes of this Subsection:
(A)
A subdivision means all land originally included in one preliminary plan application. Subsequent re-subdivision
for the purpose of creating additional lots is permitted, provided that in no case shall an exemption be applied to
more than a total of thirty-five (35) lots; and
(B)
Land is considered adjacent if the property lines:
(i)
Are contiguous at any point;
(ii)
Are separated only by a public or private street, road, highway, utility right-of-way, or other public or private
right-of-way at any point; or
(iii)
Are separated only by other land of the applicant/owner or their predecessors in interest and/or title which is not
subject to this Section at the time the applicant submits a preliminary plan of subdivision for approval.
(c)
Whenever an adequate school facility fee is charged in conjunction with a building permit, it shall be reduced by
the full amount of the school facilities surcharge imposed on that same permit.
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(CB-3-1997; CB-104-1998; CB-15-1999; CB-40-2001; CB-30-2003; CB-104-2012)
DIVISION 4. - REQUIREMENTS: TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION.
Sec. 24-123. - General requirements.
(a)
The Planning Board shall require that preliminary plan conform to the following:
(1)
The rights-of-way of all highways, streets, and transit facilities shown on the General Plan, functional master
plans, and area master plans shall be shown on the preliminary plan and, when reserved or dedicated, shown on
the final plat.
(2)
All proposed streets shall be continuous and in alignment with existing or platted streets in adjoining
subdivisions so as to create a street network that is functional and easily understandable. Generally, streets
should cross other streets at right angles.
(3)
All internal subdivision streets shall be wholly within the County and shall not be designed to directly connect to
an adjacent county unless the applicant has obtained the prior written approval of the District Council and the
appropriate land use authority of the adjacent County.
(A)
An applicant must file a written request for said approval. The request shall be filed with the Clerk of the District
Council. The District Council must either approve or disapprove said request within forty-five (45) days from
the date of filing. Failure of the District Council to act within said forty-five (45) day period shall constitute an
approval of the request. For purposes of this provision an internal subdivision street shall be deemed to be a
public roadway having a right-of-way width of eighty (80) feet or less.
(B)
After public hearing before the District Council, the Council shall not allow the proposed bi-county subdivision
unless it finds that delivery of public safety services, utility services, and tax collection will be timely and
adequate for the lots in Prince George's County.
(4)
All streets proposed for dedication to public use shall be designed to the standards of the County road ordinance
and street standards for width and minimum curve radii or to the standards of municipalities having jurisdiction.
Variations from these standards may be granted by the Planning Board upon the recommendation of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or upon the recommendation of the municipality or
other governmental authority having jurisdiction.
(5)
Arterial highways shall have a minimum right-of-way width of one hundred and twenty (120) feet; collector
streets, a minimum right-of-way width of eighty (80) feet; and parkways, such right-of-way width as may be
designated by the Planning Board. The width of secondary subdivision streets shall be not less than fifty (50)
feet and the width of primary subdivision streets not less than sixty (60) feet.
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(6)
Land for bike trails and pedestrian circulation systems shall be shown on the preliminary plan and, where
dedicated or reserved, shown on the final plat when the trails are indicated on a master plan, the County Trails
Plan, or where the property abuts an existing or dedicated trail, unless the Board finds that previously proposed
trails are no longer warranted.
(CB-48-1981; CB-116-1989; CB-13-2005; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014)
Sec. 24-124. - Adequate roads required.
(a)
Before any preliminary plan may be approved, the Planning Board shall find that:
(1)
There will be adequate access roads available to serve traffic which would be generated by the proposed
subdivision, or there is a proposal for such roads on an adopted and approved master plan and construction
scheduled with one hundred percent (100%) of the construction funds allocated within the adopted County
Capital Improvement Program, within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, and/or such roads
are incorporated in a specific public facilities financing and implementation program as defined in Section 27107.01(186.1); and
(2)
The traffic generated by the proposed subdivision will be accommodated on major intersections and major
roadways within the established study area such that they will be functioning below the minimum peak-hour
service levels adopted by the Planning Board in the "Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of
Development Proposals," as may be amended from time to time (hereinafter the "study area" refers to major
intersections and major roadways as defined in the "Guidelines"); or
(3)
Roadway improvements or trip reduction programs fully funded by the subdivider or his heirs, successors, and
assigns will alleviate the inadequacy as defined in the "Guidelines;" or
(4)
Roadway improvements fully funded by the subdivider and the County and/or the State government which will
alleviate any inadequacy as defined in the "Guidelines," and which will provide surplus capacity, may be eligible
for the establishment of a Surplus Capacity Reimbursement Procedure, as defined in the "Guidelines," provided:
(A)
The transportation facility improvements are identified in the Adopted County Capital Improvement Program or
current State Consolidated Transportation Program, with an amount greater than zero percent (0%) but less than
one hundred percent (100%) of the total cost to complete the improvements, and/or are incorporated in a specific
public facilities financing and implementation program as defined in Section 27-107.01(186.1); and
(B)
The total cost estimates to complete the improvements have been approved by the Planning Board upon
acceptance by the appropriate public agency; and
(C)
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The necessary permits for construction of the transportation facility improvements have been issued by the
appropriate public agency; and
(D)
The subdivider agrees to fund the difference between the total cost to complete the improvements and the
amount allocated for the improvements by the County or State government in the Adopted CIP or current CTP;
or
(5)
Roadway improvements participated in by the subdivider will alleviate any inadequacy as defined by the
"Guidelines." Such participation shall be limited to improvements defined in paragraph (4), above, and with
sufficient surplus capacity to adequately accommodate the subdivider's proposed traffic impact. The amount and
timing of the subdivider's participation shall be determined by the Planning Board as defined in the
"Guidelines;" or
(6)
Consideration of certain mitigating actions is appropriate as defined in the approved "Guidelines for Mitigation
Actions," and as provided below:
(A)
Projected traffic service in the study area, which shall be based on existing traffic, traffic generated by other
approved development, and growth in through traffic as defined in the "Guidelines," is calculated to be greater
than the acceptable level of service; and
(B)
The provisions for adequate roads, as described in Subparagraph (a)(1), above, are not met.
(i)
Where projected traffic service is calculated to be greater than or equal to twenty-five percent (25%) above, the
acceptable peak-hour service level threshold as defined in the "Guidelines," the Planning Board may require that
any physical improvement or trip reduction programs participated in, or funded by, the subdivider or his heirs,
successors, and assigns shall fully abate the impact of all traffic generated by the proposed subdivision in the
study area. Following the development of the proposed subdivision and implementation of the approved
mitigation action, the total traffic service will be reduced to no higher than twenty-five percent (25%) above the
acceptable peak-hour service level threshold as defined in the "Guidelines" (total traffic service shall be based on
projected traffic and traffic generated by the proposed development); or
(ii)
Where projected traffic service is calculated to be greater than but less than twenty-five percent (25%) above the
acceptable peak-hour service level threshold as defined in the "Guidelines," the Planning Board may require that
any physical improvements or trip reduction programs fully funded by the subdivider or his heirs, successors,
and assigns shall fully abate the impact of one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of all traffic generated by the
proposed subdivision in the study area. Following the development of the proposed subdivision and
implementation of the mitigation action, the total traffic service within the study area will be reduced to no lower
than the acceptable peak-hour service level threshold defined in the "Guidelines"; or
(C)
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Where existing traffic service in the service area is at the acceptable peak-hour service level threshold or better,
as defined in the "Guidelines," and if the total traffic service in the study area is no greater than ten percent
(10%) above the acceptable peak-hour service level threshold as defined in the "Guidelines" and the proposed
subdivision generates less than twenty-five (25) A.M. or P.M. peak-hour trips, the Planning Board may require
that the subdivider or his heirs, successors, and assigns shall be responsible for the pro rata cost of the physical
improvements necessary to alleviate the inadequacy as defined in the "Guidelines."
(D)
Planning Board action on a mitigation action may be appealed to the District Council by the applicant or by any
party of record. The appeal shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days following notice
of action on the mitigation proposal by the Planning Board to all parties of record. The Planning Board shall
give notice of its action by sending a copy to each party of record by first-class mail, postage prepaid. The
appeal shall be based upon the record as made before the Planning Board and shall set forth the reasons for the
appeal. In deciding an appeal of a mitigation action, the Council shall exercise original jurisdiction. For any such
appeal, the Council may, based on the record, approve, approve with conditions, remand, or deny the mitigation
action; or
(7)
There is a proposal for such roads on a plan being considered by the United States Department of Transportation
and/or Federal Highway Administration, and which is funded for construction within the next ten years. The
Planning Board may condition the approval of the subdivision on a construction schedule that minimizes any
inadequacy; or
(8)
Roadway improvements or trip reduction programs participated in or funded by the subdivider will alleviate any
inadequacy as defined by the "Guidelines," provided that the property is located within an area for which a road
club was established prior to November 16, 1993, to provide for the participation by multiple developers in the
funding and construction of road improvements based on the identified impact of the developments.
(b)
The Surplus Capacity Reimbursement Procedure shall be adopted by the Planning Board by resolution, at a
regularly scheduled public meeting. Any transportation facility improvements that qualify for a Surplus Capacity
Reimbursement Procedure are eligible for pro rata share contributions from all subsequent subdividers which the
Planning Board determines will need the available surplus capacity to meet the requirements of this Section. The
pro rata share contributions shall be indexed to account for changes in the estimated cost to complete the
roadway improvements, using a cost index acceptable to the appropriate public agency. Within fifteen (15)
calendar days after adoption of a Surplus Capacity Reimbursement Procedure, the Planning Board or its
designee shall transmit to the County its adopted resolution and findings as to the portion of the total Surplus
Capacity Reimbursement improvements cost which qualifies for prorated share contributions. Copies of the
Planning Board resolution and the minutes of the Planning Board hearing shall be available for public
inspection. Once the Planning Board determines that surplus capacity created by the Surplus Capacity
Reimbursement improvements does not exist, the improvements no longer qualify for pro rata share
contributions from subsequent subdividers. The Planning Board shall then transmit to the County a resolution
closing the Surplus Capacity Reimbursement.
(CB-48-1981; CB-100-1989; CB-60-1993; CB-62-1993; CB-77-1996; CB-45-1997; CB-68-2000; CB-25-2008;
CB-104-2012; CB-22-2015)
Editor's note— CR-33-2011, adopted by the County Council on July 12, 2011, provides that, except for
applications located entirely within a Commercial, Industrial, or Employment and Institutional Area ("E-I-A")
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Zone, or a combination thereof, the Brandywine Road Club is hereby immediately suspended for any applicant
as a means of satisfying the requirements of Section 24-124 of the Prince George's County Code.
On October 25, 2011, the Council adopted CR-61-2011 clarifying exemptions from the suspension of the
Brandywine Road Club for development projects located entirely within mixed use zones, to include the M-X-T,
M-X-C, M-U-TC, M-U-I, R-P-C, L-A-C, M-A-C, V-L, V-M, and U-C (1-4) Zones.
Sec. 24-124.01. - Adequate Public Pedestrian and Bikeway Facilities Required in County Centers and Corridors.
(a)
Statement of Legislative Intent. This Section establishes general criteria by which to ensure the adequacy of
public pedestrian and bikeway facilities in County Centers and Corridors as designated by the General Plan (or
as designated, defined, or amended by a subsequent master plan or sector plan). It also sets forth the
requirements for those who establish subdivisions within Centers and Corridors to construct on-site and off-site
pedestrian and bikeway facilities and other public streetscape improvements as part of any development project.
The Approved 2002 General Plan states that the County should provide for a multimodal pedestrian-friendly
transportation system at Centers and Corridors that is integrated with the desired development pattern.
Accomplishing this requires the incorporation, to the maximum extent possible, of appropriate pedestrian,
bicycle and transit-oriented design (TOD) and transit-supporting design (TSD) features in all new development
within Centers and Corridors. Such features include integrated sidewalk, trail, and bikeway networks to divert as
many trips as possible from automobile travel and increase the multimodal accessibility and attractiveness of
trips to transit stops, schools, parks, libraries, stores, services and other destinations for all users. Pedestrian and
bikeway facilities should be designed to increase safety, reduce travel time and offer the most direct routes to
destinations for persons of all abilities. These concepts are further articulated in the "complete streets" principles
and policies set forth in the 2009 Approved Countywide Master Plan of Transportation.
(b)
Except for applications for development projects proposing five (5) or fewer units or otherwise proposing
development of 5,000 or fewer square feet of gross floor area, before any preliminary plan may be approved for
land lying, in whole or part, within County Centers and Corridors, the Planning Board shall find that there will
be adequate public pedestrian and bikeway facilities to serve the proposed subdivision and the surrounding area.
(1)
The finding of adequate public pedestrian facilities shall, at a minimum, include the following criteria:
(A)
The degree to which the sidewalks, streetlights, street trees, street furniture, and other streetscape features
recommended in the Countywide Master Plan of Transportation and applicable area master plans or sector plans
have been constructed or implemented in the area.
(B)
The presence of elements that make it safer, easier, and more inviting for pedestrians to traverse the area (e.g.,
adequate street lighting, sufficiently wide sidewalks on both sides of the street buffered by planting strips,
marked crosswalks, advance stop lines and yield markings, "bulb-out" curb extensions, crossing signals,
pedestrian refuge medians, street trees, benches, sheltered commuter bus stops, trash receptacles, and signage).
(2)
The finding of adequate public bikeway facilities shall, at a minimum, include the following criteria:
(A)
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the degree to which the bike lanes, bikeways, and trails recommended in the Countywide Master Plan of
Transportation and applicable area master plans or sector plans have been constructed or implemented in the
area;
(B)
the presence of specially marked and striped bike lanes or paved shoulders in which bikers can safely travel
without unnecessarily conflicting with pedestrians or motorized vehicles;
(C)
the degree to which protected bicycle lanes, on-street vehicle parking, medians, or other physical buffers exist to
make it safer or more inviting for bicyclists to traverse the area; and
(D)
the availability of safe, accessible, and adequate bicycle parking at transit stops, commercial areas, employment
centers, and other places where vehicle parking, visitors, and/or patrons are normally anticipated.
(c)
As part of any development project requiring the subdivision or re-subdivision of land within Centers and
Corridors, the Planning Board shall require the developer/property owner to construct adequate pedestrian and
bikeway facilities (to the extent such facilities do not already exist) throughout the subdivision and within onehalf mile walking or biking distance of the subdivision if the Board finds that there is a demonstrated nexus to
require the applicant to connect a pedestrian or bikeway facility to a nearby destination, including a public
school, park, shopping center, or line of transit within available public rights of way. The cost of the additional
off-site pedestrian or bikeway facilities shall not exceed thirty-five cents ($0.35) per gross square foot of
proposed retail or commercial development proposed in the application and Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00)
per unit of residential development proposed in the application, indexed for inflation.
(d)
Examples of adequate pedestrian and bikeway facilities that a developer/property owner may be required to
construct shall include, but not be limited to (in descending order of preference):
(1)
Installing or improving sidewalks, including curbs and gutters, and increasing safe pedestrian crossing
opportunities at all intersections;
(2)
Installing or improving streetlights;
(3)
Building multi-use trails, bike paths, and/or pedestrian pathways and crossings;
(4)
Providing sidewalks or designated walkways through large expanses of surface parking;
(5)
Installing street furniture (benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks, bus shelters, etc.); and
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(6)
Installing street trees.
(e)
For the purposes of this Section:
(1)
"Walking or biking distance" is measured from the outer limits of the circumference of the smallest circle
encompassing all the land area of the subdivision and includes the entire lot line of any property partially
included within such distance; and "throughout the subdivision" includes all the land area within such
circumference.
(2)
No developer/property owner shall be required to acquire additional land not already owned by that
developer/property owner in order to construct adequate pedestrian and bikeway facilities. All adequate
pedestrian and bikeway facilities required under this Section shall be constructed within existing public
easements and rights-of-way, or within land dedicated (or to be dedicated) by the applicant to public use.
(f)
If a conceptual or detailed site plan approval is required for any development within the subdivision, the
developer/property owner shall include, in addition to all other required information in the site plan, a pedestrian
and bikeway facilities plan showing the exact location, size, dimensions, type, and description of all existing and
proposed easements and rights-of-way and the appurtenant existing and proposed pedestrian and bikeway
facilities throughout the subdivision and within the designated walking or biking distance of the subdivision
specified in Subsection (c) of this Section, along with the location, types, and description of major
improvements, property/lot lines, and owners that are within fifty (50) feet of the subject easements and rightsof-way.
(g)
Prior to the issuance of any building permit for development within the subdivision, the developer/property
owner shall show that all required adequate pedestrian and bikeway facilities have full financial assurances, have
been permitted for construction through the applicable operating agency's access permit process, and have an
agreed-upon timetable for construction and completion with the appropriate operating agency.
(h)
Nothing contained within this Section shall be deemed to inhibit in any way the authority of the Planning Board
to require a developer/property owner to construct pedestrian and bikeway facilities beyond those required in
Subsection (c) of this Section, if such facilities relate to the implementation of "complete streets" principles on
roadways required to be improved, constructed, or reconstructed to accommodate motor vehicle traffic that
would be generated by proposed subdivisions. Any such pedestrian and bikeway facilities shall be subject to the
cost limitations set forth in Subsection (c) of this Section.
(i)
On or before June 1, 2013, the Planning Board shall, in consultation with the Director of Public Works and
Transportation, amend its Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of Development Proposals
(hereinafter "Guidelines") to include appropriate multimodal pedestrian, bicycle, and transit quality/level-ofservice (Q/LOS) or level-of-comfort (LOC) standards and methodologies by which to identify and assess
various design features and facilities affecting pedestrians and bicyclists—at signalized and unsignalized
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intersections and along the street—to assist all parties with selecting the appropriate combination of design and
operational features to satisfy the requisite comfort, safety, and aesthetic needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and
transit users within Centers and Corridors. The Planning Board shall, from time to time and in consultation with
the Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, reevaluate said "Guidelines" and make any
necessary revisions and refinements, as appropriate.
(j)
Not later than June 1, 2013, the Director of Public Works and Transportation, in consultation with the Planning
Department, shall adopt and submit for the County Council's consideration and approval any necessary
amendments and revisions to the Department's "General Specifications and Standards for Highway and Street
Construction" and the "Specifications and Standards for Highway Traffic Signals" for purposes of incorporating
the "complete streets" principles of the 2009 Approved Countywide Master Plan of Transportation and other
appropriate "complete streets" principles into said design and construction standards. The Department's design
and construction standards shall, at a minimum, provide:
(1)
All new transportation improvement projects shall include appropriate accommodation for pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit riders, and persons of all abilities, while promoting safe operation for all users. The
appropriateness of the accommodation will vary depending on the land use context and roadway type.
(2)
Bicycle and pedestrian ways (including but not limited to continuous sidewalks on both sides of all streets and
appropriate on-road bicycle facilities in each direction of travel on roads other than local and high-speed roads)
shall be provided in all new construction and reconstruction projects and all roadway capital improvement
projects in Centers and Corridors unless bicyclists and pedestrians are prohibited by law from using the roadway,
the cost of constructing the pedestrian or bikeway facilities substantially encumbers the public benefit of the
proposed development project, or other topographic or environmental factors would effectively prohibit
pedestrian or bicycle travel.
(3)
The design of facilities for bicyclists and pedestrians shall be in accordance with generally recognized and
commonly used transportation engineering and planning standards and practices, including but not limited to,
those found in relevant guidance from the Federal Highway Administration of the U.S. Department of
Transportation (FHWA), the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials' (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities,
AASHTO's A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, the Institute of Transportation Engineers'
(ITE) "Design and Safety of Pedestrian Facilities," and the American Planning Association's and National
Complete Streets Coalition's Complete Streets: Best Policy and Implementation Practices.
(CB-2-2012)
Sec. 24-125. - Commercial and industrial subdivisions.
In the case of a commercial or industrial subdivision which fronts on an arterial road or a road of greater
capacity, the applicant may be required to provide information relating to traffic safety and efficiency, such as
access points, directional signing, internal circulation, and general parking proposals. If the Planning Board finds
that there is a probability of traffic hazard or serious impairment of circulation, it may impose such conditions as
are needed to protect the public health and safety.
(CB-48-1981)
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Sec. 24-126. - Topography and drainage.
The topography and drainage of land shall be considered in the design of streets, and rough street grading plans
may be required.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-127. - Secondary rural roads.
In the O-S, R-A, R-E, and R-R Zones, in the event lots created by a final plat have a net lot area of two (2) acres
or more and are subjected to covenants that run with the land to restrict further subdivision of the lots, and said
lots are to be restricted to agricultural uses and/or one-family dwellings only, a secondary rural road, having a
minimum right-of-way width of fifty (50) feet constructed in accordance with Section 23-120 of this Code shall
be required. A maximum of forty-five (45) lots shall have access to the secondary rural road, every secondary
rural road shall connect to another public road, but no secondary rural road shall connect two (2) other public
roads. No final plat of subdivision shall be approved without the posting of a completion bond with the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for construction of all secondary rural roads necessary
to serve all lots fronting on said secondary rural road.
(CB-48-1981; CB-28-2014)
Sec. 24-128. - Private roads and easements.
(a)
No subdivision plan or plan of development (however designated) shall be approved that provides for a private
road, right-of-way, or easement as the means of vehicular access to any lot, and no building permit shall be
issued for the construction of any building in a subdivision unless such building is to be located on a lot or parcel
of land having frontage on and direct vehicular access to a public street, except as hereinafter provided.
(b)
The Planning Board may approve preliminary plans of development containing private roads, rights-of-way,
alleys, and/or easements under the following conditions:
(1)
In the O-S, R-A, R-E, and R-R Zones, a private right-of-way easement may be deemed adequate by the Planning
Board if no more than four (4) lots are to be served by the easement, or in Sustainable Growth Tier IV no more
than seven (7) lots and a remainder agricultural parcel(s), subject to the following criteria:
(A)
Such easement shall have a minimum right-of-way width of twenty-two (22) feet connecting the lots to a public
road;
(B)
All lots served by such easement shall have a minimum net lot area of two (2) acres, as provided in Section 24129(a) of this Subtitle; and
(C)
The use of such lots shall be restricted to one-family dwellings or agricultural uses.
(D)
2097/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The right-of-way easement is adequate to serve the proposed uses pursuant to Section 24-124.
(2)
(A)
In any residential zone, a private right-of-way easement with a minimum right-of-way width of twenty-two (22)
feet may be deemed adequate by the Planning Board to connect any publicly-owned and operated park to a
public road.
(B)
In the M-X-C Zone, a private right-of-way easement with a minimum right-of-way width of twenty-two (22)
feet may be deemed adequate by the Planning Board to connect a private school on an historic site in the R-E
Zone to a public road.
(3)
In any O-S, R-A, R-E, or R-R Zone, upon the submission by the subdivider of covenants running with the land,
which the Planning Board finds meet the purposes and intent of this paragraph, and upon a finding that the
subdivision will not adversely affect the development of a public road system in the area of the subject property,
the Planning Board may approve the subdivision with private rural roads provided that such private rural roads
are designated as common areas as herein defined, and subject to the following conditions:
(A)
The covenants shall be filed in the land records at time of filing the final plat and a certification shall be included
on the record plat to the effect that the subdivision is subject to covenants.
(B)
A resubdivision increasing the number of lots shall not be permitted unless there is a resubdivision of the entire
tract.
(C)
A maximum of eight (8) lots, two (2) acres or larger, shall be permitted in a subdivision using private rural roads
and the number of lots five (5) acres or larger shall be unlimited, provided that each lot adjoining a private rural
road shall be used for one-family dwelling or agricultural purposes.
(D)
A private rural road shall not connect to more than one (1) public road and shall be constructed in accordance
with the private rural road standards, pursuant to Subtitle 23 of this Code. No final plat of subdivision shall be
approved without completion of the road or the posting of a completion bond with the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement to assure completion of the road prior to the issuance of any use and occupancy
permit.
(4)
In the R-T Zone, in the R-R Zone when townhouses are provided in accordance with a Public Benefit
Conservation Subdivision, and in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, and R-18C Zones, when land is developed in
conformance with the requirements of the R-T Zone, the Planning Board may approve the subdivision with
private roads, pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-433 of the Zoning Ordinance.
(5)
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In the R-35 Zone, the Planning Board may approve the subdivision with private rights-of-way, pursuant to the
provisions of Section 27-431 of the Zoning Ordinance.
(6)
Private roads may be deemed adequate to serve a recreational community development provided for by the
Zoning Ordinance, provided that:
(A)
Such private roads shall be conveyed to a homes association and provisions for maintenance charges shall be
made; and
(B)
Such private roads shall be improved to the standards set forth in Section 23-121(b) of Subtitle 23 of this Code.
(7)
In Comprehensive Design and Mixed Use Zones:
(A)
For land in the V-L, V-M, R-L, R-S, R-M, R-U, M-U-I, L-A-C, M-A-C, M-X-C, M-U-TC, and M-X-T Zones,
the Planning Board may approve a subdivision (and all attendant plans of development) with private roads to
serve attached single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, and three-family dwellings, but not single-family
detached or multifamily dwellings, in accordance with the requirements of Subsections (e) and (f) of Section 27433 of the Zoning Ordinance, except as hereinafter provided. In all of the above zones, and in the R-R Zone
when developed as a cluster subdivision, the Planning Board may approve a subdivision with alleys to serve any
permitted use, provided the lot has frontage on and pedestrian access to a public right-of-way. The District
Council may disapprove the inclusion of alleys during the consideration of the detailed site plan for a cluster
subdivision. For the purposes of this Section, an "alley" shall mean a road providing vehicular access to the rear
or side of abutting lots, and which is not intended for general traffic circulation.
(i)
The pavement width of private roads may be reduced to not less than a minimum of twenty-two (22) feet when it
is determined that the provision of the minimum width is consistent with a safe, efficient, hierarchical street
system for a development.
(ii)
The pavement width of private alleys shall be not less than eighteen (18) feet when it is determined that the
provision of the minimum width is consistent with a safe, efficient, vehicular access to individual lots. Since
alleys only provide vehicular access to lots with frontage on a public street, alleys shall not be required to be
improved with street trees or curb and gutter, unless a drainage problem has been identified by the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Department of Public Works and Transportation.
(B)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (A), above, a use and occupancy permit may be issued for a
dwelling of any type on a lot in the R-S, R-M, R-U, L-A-C, or M-A-C Zone that is served by a private road,
right-of-way, or easement (shown on a record plat) which does not meet the requirements of Subsection (a),
above, provided that a building permit for such dwelling was issued prior to January 1, 1985, and further
provided that the use of such lot shall be restricted to residential purposes, and development complies with all
other applicable requirements of this Code.
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(C)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (A) and (B), above, the Planning Board may approve
preliminary plans and Specific Design Plans, and building and use and occupancy permits may be issued, for
one-family detached dwellings on lots in the R-S Zone that are served by a private access road shown on a
Comprehensive Design Plan approved by the Planning Board prior to January 1, 1985, provided that:
(i)
Development shall comply with all other applicable requirements of this Code;
(ii)
Covenants shall be recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland, stating that the
subject property is to be developed for one-family detached dwellings, only, and that the homeowners'
association is responsible for the maintenance of the private roads, and for accessibility of the private roads to
emergency equipment;
(iii)
Prior to recordation, the developer shall submit a copy of said covenants to the Office of Law, for the County
Attorney's review and approval of the conformity of the covenants with the requirements of this Section;
(iv)
The requirements of Section 11-276(d) of the Prince George's County Code shall be met by having the Fire
Chief (or his designee) approve the private roads; and
(v)
The private roads to be constructed shall, at a minimum, consist of six (6) inches of bank run gravel and two (2)
inches of bituminous concrete, to a width of at least twenty (20) feet.
(8)
Within a Transit District Overlay (T-D-O) or Development District Overlay (DDO) Zone, the Planning Board
may approve a subdivision with private rights-of-way, easements, alleys or roads.
(9)
Where direct vehicular access to an individual lot fronting on a public street should be denied due to a
potentially hazardous or dangerous traffic situation, a private easement may be approved in accordance with the
driveway standards in Part 11 of Subtitle 27, in order to provide vehicular access, when deemed appropriate by
the Planning Board.
(10)
In any zone where development is pursuant to the requirements for opportunity housing as defined in Subtitle
27, the Planning Board may approve a subdivision with vehicular access via a private easement. This easement
shall be at least sixty (60) feet in width and established for public ingress and egress.
(11)
In the O-S, R-A, and R-E Zones, the Planning Board may approve the subdivision with private rights-of-way,
provided that:
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(A)
The private roads shall have a minimum pavement width equal to the standard roadway width for secondary
residential streets or primary residential streets, as appropriate, and shall be constructed pursuant to the
Department of Public Works and Transportation specifications and standards;
(B)
Covenants shall be recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's County stating that a homeowners'
association is responsible for maintenance of the private roads and for accessibility of the private roads to
emergency equipment; and
(C)
The accessibility of the private roads to emergency equipment shall be ensured by having the Fire Chief (or
designee) approve the private roads.
(12)
Private roads provided for by this Subsection shall have a public utility easement contiguous to the right-of-way.
Said easement shall be at least ten (10) feet in width, and shall be adjacent to either right-of-way line.
(13)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Code to the contrary, the Planning Board may approve a system of public
roads, private roads, rights-of-way, and/or easements for a subdivision, with land in any Residential Zone and/or
the R-M Zone, provided a portion of the land is zoned M-X-T and all of the land is the subject of the same
approved Conceptual Site Plan. In such cases, the applicant shall present the Planning Board with sufficient
assurances regarding the perpetual maintenance of the nonpublic roads. Prior to action by the Planning Board,
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall approve the conceptual design and widths of
the nonpublic roads and conceptual connections to public roads.
(14)
For an integrated development which shall contain either land in each of the R-A, L-A-C, and R-L Zones which
is a planned golf course community, or land in the M-X-C Zone, the Planning Board may approve a subdivision
that includes single-family detached or single-family attached dwellings with private roads, and public utility
easements for water and sewer, natural gas, electric, and telephone service and private easements for all other
public utilities in accordance with the following requirements:
(A)
The preliminary plan for the subject property shall include a statement explaining why private roads or rights-ofway and private easements for public utilities other than water and sewer, natural gas, electric, and telephone,
notwithstanding the restrictions of Section 24-128(b)(12), will be used. The applicant shall demonstrate that
dedicating roads or rights-of-way to public use in the subdivision is impractical or unnecessary, and that using
private access is consistent with sound planning for the development.
(B)
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall review and comment and the Planning Board
shall find that the proposed access by private roads or rights-of-way will be adequate to serve the lots in the
subdivision and that they are consistent with a safe, efficient, hierarchical street system for the development.
(C)
2101/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Covenants approved as to form and sufficiency by the Planning Board's attorney and the County Attorney shall
be recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland, stating that the subject property is to
be developed with private roads or rights-of-way, and that the property's homeowners' association, property
owners, or tenants are responsible for the maintenance of all private roads or rights-of-way including appropriate
capital reserve funds, and for the accessibility to emergency vehicles of all lots on the property. The capital
reserve funds shall ensure maintenance as well as resurfacing of the private roads and associated improvements
such as, but not limited to, storm drainage, street lights, and street trees normally associated with public roads.
(D)
The requirements of Section 11-276 of the Prince George's County Code shall be met by having the Fire Chief
or his designee approve the private roads or rights-of-way, notwithstanding Section 11-276(b) and Section 11276(f) for one- and two-family detached dwellings. For all others, the requirements of Section 11-276 shall
apply.
(E)
Development shall comply with all other applicable requirements of the Code. Private roads shall be bonded,
permitted, and inspected by the Department of Public Works and Transportation pursuant to Section 23-142(b)
of the Prince George's County Code and shall include public storm drain easements. Private streets for
townhouses shall be constructed in compliance with Section 27-433(e) of the Code or as determined by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. All private roadways serving more than four (4) lots or
dwelling units shall be constructed to remain passable during a 100-year flood event pursuant to Section 23136(a)(4)(D) of the Prince George's County Code.
(F)
If property in the M-X-C Zone is the subject of a recorded final plat of subdivision with public roads, upon
satisfying the above criteria, the owner may vacate the public roads and replat the roads pursuant to the
provisions of Section 24-108 to create parcels to be conveyed to a homeowners' association.
(15)
For Use as Part of an Integrated Shopping Center:
(A)
For land in the C-S-C, M-A-C, M-X-C, or M-X-T Zones, the Planning Board may approve a subdivision with a
private right-of-way or easement, provided that:
(i)
Such right-of-way or easement shall have a minimum right-of-way width of twenty-two (22) feet connecting the
lots to a public road;
(ii)
Such authorization shall be based on a written finding that the private right-of-way or easement is adequate to
serve the extent of the development proposed and shall not result in any adverse impact on the access and use of
other lots or parcels within the Integrated Shopping Center; and
(iii)
The development shall comply with all other applicable requirements of this Code.
(B)
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Approval of the right-of-way or easement per this subsection shall be deemed the creation of a driveway in
accordance with Part 11 of Subtitle 27.
(16)
Within a MARC Planned Community developed in accordance with Section 27-475.06.05, the Planning Board
may approve a subdivision with private roads, rights-of-way, easements or alleys provided that:
(A)
The pavement widths of private roads may be reduced to not less than a minimum of twenty-two feet (22') in the
case of two-way traffic, and eleven feet (11') in the case of one-way traffic, when it is determined that the
provision of the minimum width is consistent with a safe, efficient, hierarchical street system for a development.
In either case, parallel parking, a minimum of eight feet (8') wide, may be added to one or both sides of the drive
lanes;
(B)
The pavement width of private alleys shall be not less than eighteen (18) feet when it is determined that the
provision of the minimum width is consistent with safe, efficient, vehicular access to individual lots. Since alleys
only provide vehicular access to lots with frontage on a public street, alleys shall not be required to be improved
with street trees or curb and gutter, unless a drainage problem has been identified by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Department of Public Works and Transportation; and
(C)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall review and comment on all proposed private
roads, and the Planning Board shall find that the proposed access by private roads or rights-of-way will be
adequate to serve the lots in the subdivision and that they are consistent with a safe, efficient, hierarchical street
system for the development.
(17)
Where land is in the UC Zone and is the subject of an approved Regulating Plan per Subtitle 27A of the County
Code, the Planning Board may approve a subdivision with private rights-of-way, easements, alleys or roads
where the Board finds the application conforms with the applicable Regulating Plan.
(18)
In the C-O Zone when developing townhouses in accordance with Section 27-461, the Planning Board may
approve the use of private streets and alleys. The pavement width of private streets may be reduced to twentytwo (22) feet in width when appropriate and the pavement width of private alleys shall be not less than eighteen
(18) feet in width.
(19)
In any Zone where the use is permitted, when developing townhouse or two-family dwelling residential uses, in
accordance with Sections 27-441, 27-461, and 27-473 of this Code, the Planning Board may approve the use of
private streets and alleys. The pavement width of private streets shall not be less than twenty-two (22) feet in
width, and the pavement width of private alleys shall not be less than eighteen (18) feet in width, provided that
provided that the accessibility of the private roads to emergency equipment is ensured by the County Fire Chief
or the Chief's designee.
(c)
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Upon petition of the owner of an existing lot having its sole frontage on, or its only direct vehicular access to, a
private right-of-way or easement not provided for by Subsection (b), paragraphs (2) through (11), above, the
Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may determine the adequacy of the
private right-of-way or easement for the issuance of a building permit for a building or other structure on such
lot, subject to the following conditions:
(1)
The use of such lot shall be restricted to one-family detached dwellings or agricultural uses, and structures and
uses accessory thereto, unless it is an adaptive reuse of an existing building containing no more than 10,000
square feet of gross floor area situated on a lot or parcel with land area not exceeding 1 acre used by an
eleemosynary or philanthropic institution providing temporary emergency shelter, family, and/or social services
for survivors of domestic violence and their families in the R-R (Rural Residential) Zone;
(2)
The private right-of-way or easement width shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet, and the travel way width
shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet;
(3)
Such authorization shall be based upon a written finding that the private right-of-way or easement is adequate to
serve the extent of the development proposed;
(4)
The private right-of-way or easement shall not lie within a municipality or connect to a street under the
jurisdiction of a municipality; and
(5)
The development shall comply with all other applicable requirements of this Code.
(d)
Upon petition of the owner of an existing lot having its sole frontage on, or its only direct vehicular access to, a
private right-of-way or easement not provided for by Subsection (b), paragraphs (2) through (11), or Subsection
(c), above, and upon the recommendation of the County Executive, the County Council, by resolution, may
approve the issuance of a building permit for any building or other structure on such lot, subject to the following
conditions:
(1)
For a one-family detached dwelling, and structures accessory thereto, including a detached garage, but excluding
any other buildings, such approval shall be based upon a finding that the private right-of-way or easement is
adequate to serve such lot and the development proposed thereon, provided that such development complies
with all other applicable requirements of this Code.
(2)
For any other building or structure, such approval shall not be granted unless the findings in paragraph (1) are
made, and the owner submits documentary evidence demonstrating the inability to obtain access for use of the
parcel by any other means, including dedication to public use of the right-of-way. In addition, the owner shall
submit detailed construction plans demonstrating that the private road shall be constructed in accordance with
the provisions governing standard paving sections and Fire Department access in Subtitle 11 and Subtitle 23 of
this Code. Such plans shall be reviewed by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for
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adequacy, a performance bond shall be posted by the owner in an amount determined by that Department, and
the Department shall have the right to inspect all work for conformance with the approved plans.
(3)
No private right-of-way or easement across land in a Residential Zone shall be deemed adequate access to serve
any development other than a one-family detached dwelling, and structures accessory thereto, including a
detached garage, or a nonprofit group residential facility where the private right-of-way or easement is owned by
a governmental entity.
(4)
Where the issuance of a building permit has been approved pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection, the
Planning Board may approve any applicable final plat or plan of development for such lot.
(e)
When the private right-of-way or easement, which is the subject of a petition pursuant to Subsection (d), lies
within a municipality or connects to a street under the jurisdiction of a municipality, the municipality shall be
given notice of said petition. The municipality shall have thirty (30) calendar days from the date such notice is
mailed to review the petition and to submit comments thereon. In the event that a municipality recommends
denial of the petition, said petition may be granted only upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full
Council.
(CB-48-1981; CB-24-1982; CB-6-1984; CB-4-1985; CB-71-1985; CB-55-1986; CB-30-1989; CB-39-1990; CB105-1990; CB-26-1992; CB-40-1992; CB-129-1993; CB-72-1994; CB-109-1994; CB-85-1996; CB-45-1997;
CB-47-1997; CB-72-2000; CB-44-2003; CB-60-2003; CB-6-2005; CB-45-2007; CB-33-2008; CB-3-2010; CB104-2012; CB-28-2014; CB-39-2014; CB-19-2016; CB-81-2018; CB-12-2020; CB-71-2021)
DIVISION 5. - REQUIREMENTS: ENVIRONMENTAL AND PARKS.
Sec. 24-129. - One hundred (100) year floodplain.
(a)
Land shall be platted in a manner that protects the public against loss of life or property due to the one hundred
(100) year flood, while minimizing the public and private costs of flood control measures. The Planning Board
shall require that proposed subdivisions conform to the following:
(1)
Except as provided in Paragraphs (2) and (3), lots shall comply with the minimum net lot areas prescribed by the
Zoning Ordinance, exclusive of any land area within the one hundred (100) year floodplain.
(2)
In the R-A and O-S Zones, where any lot contains a floodplain area, there shall be a minimum of forty thousand
(40,000) contiguous square feet of area exclusive of any land within the one hundred (100) year floodplain.
(3)
In the R-E Zone, and in the R-R Zone for the purposes of compliance with Section 24-128(b)(1)(B), any area of
a lot in excess of twenty thousand (20,000) contiguous square feet may be in the one hundred (100) year
floodplain provided that such lot is to be served by a public water and sewerage system, and is in water and
sewer service area category one, two, or three at the time of approval of the final plat of subdivision.
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(4)
The floodplain areas shall be delineated in accordance with Section 27-124.01 of Subtitle 27 of this Code.
(5)
A twenty-five (25) foot setback from the floodplain shall be established for residences as a building restriction
line.
(6)
In the event that the proposed subdivision is located partially or fully within an area covered by an officially
adopted comprehensive watershed management plan, the Planning Board shall require conformity to such plan.
(b)
In the case of a proposed subdivision which includes a one hundred (100) year floodplain area along a stream,
unless such area is to become a public park or recreation area maintained by a designated responsible public
authority, the area shall be denoted upon the final plat as a floodplain easement. Such easement shall include
provisions for ingress and egress, where practicable. The floodplain easement area may be used, if necessary, for
utility lines and/or storm drainage facilities, open-type fencing, or passive recreation, provided that no structures
are built that would interfere with the flood conveyance capacity of such easement area.
(c)
The floodplain associated with a watercourse having less than fifty (50) acres of watershed upstream may be
excluded from the floodplain area computation, subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment in
accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 4 of this Code.
(CB-48-1981; CB-36-1983; CB-104-1984; CB-83-1987; CB-85-1996; CB-104-2012; CB-31-2014)
Sec. 24-130. - Stream, wetland, and water quality protection and stormwater management.
(a)
Proposed subdivisions shall be designed to minimize the effects of development on land, streams and wetlands,
to assist in the attainment and maintenance of water quality standards, and to preserve and enhance the
environmental quality of stream valleys.
(b)
The Planning Board shall require that proposed subdivisions conform to the following:
(1)
The preliminary plan shall demonstrate adequate control of the increased runoff due to the ten (10) year storm or
such other standards as State law or the County shall adopt.
(2)
The stormwater control shall be provided on-site unless the Planning Board, on recommendation from the
County, waives this requirement.
(3)
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The submission of a storm drainage and stormwater management concept plan, and approval thereof by the
County, may be required prior to preliminary plan approval.
(4)
Where a property is partially or totally within an area covered by an adopted Watershed Plan, the preliminary
plan shall conform to such plan.
(5)
Where a property is located outside the Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Overlay Zones the preliminary plan and
all plans associated with the subject application shall demonstrate the preservation and/or restoration of
regulated environmental features in a natural state to the fullest extent possible consistent with the guidance
provided by the Environmental Technical Manual established by Subtitle 25. Any lot with an impact shall
demonstrate sufficient net lot area where a net lot area is required pursuant to Subtitle 27, for the reasonable
development of the lot outside the regulated feature. All regulated environmental features shall be placed in a
conservation easement and depicted on the final plat.
(c)
The submission of a sediment control concept study, and approval thereof by the Soil Conservation District, may
be required prior to final plat approval.
(CB-48-1981; CB-83-1987; CB-121-1989; CB-26-2010; CB-30-2011; CB-104-2012)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 2 of CB-30-2011 (DR-2) provides that a development project for which all required development
applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council,
notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-26-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or
a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further
development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-262010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 24-131. - Unsafe land.
(a)
The Planning Board shall restrict or prohibit the subdivision of land found to be unsafe for development. The
restriction or prohibition may be due to natural conditions, such as, but not confined to, flooding, erosive stream
action, high water table, unstable soils, or severe slopes, or to man-made conditions on the property, such as, but
not confined to, unstable fills or slopes. The Planning Board shall require that proposed subdivisions conform to
the following:
(1)
When the County Soils and Geological Map indicates that a portion of the land is unsafe, the Board may permit
it to be platted as part of a lot in which there is sufficient land to erect a building within the building lines
established by the zone in which the property is located, plus an additional twenty-five (25) foot setback
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between the structure and the unsafe area, which shall be indicated on the final plat with a building restriction
line.
(2)
If the unsafe land has, by subsequent change, become safe for building construction, upon appropriate findings
by the Planning Board, the building restriction line may be removed by the recording of a new final plat
approved by the Board.
(3)
When the applicant proposes remedial actions to correct or alleviate unsafe soil conditions, the Planning Board
shall refer such proposals to the Chief Building Inspector for a determination of whether such measures are
sufficient to protect the health and safety of future residents. The Board may approve the platting of such land,
upon recommendation of the Chief Building Inspector, provided that covenants are attached to incorporate the
remedial actions.
(4)
The Planning Board may require that the owner(s) of any property on which unsafe conditions have been found
to exist shall notify any potential purchaser of such conditions.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-132. - Woodland and wildlife habitat conservation, tree preservation, clearing, and replacement.
(a)
Except for land located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, and development comprised of
lands zoned Residential, R-M, and M-X-T, for which there is an approved single Conceptual Site Plan applicable
to all of the properties, development shall comply with the provisions for woodland and wildlife habitat
conservation and tree preservation established in Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the tree canopy requirements of
Division 3 of Subtitle 25 of the Prince George's County Code.
(b)
For land located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area all provisions regarding vegetation must conform to the
requirements of Subtitle 5B and 27.
(c)
In the case of development comprised of lands zoned Residential, R-M, and M-X-T, for which there is an
approved single Conceptual Site Plan applicable to all of the properties, the Woodland
Conservation/Afforestation Threshold shall be in accordance with the requirements for the M-X-T Zone.
(CB-48-1981; CB-73-1987; CB-63-1989; CB-74-1989; CB-6-1993; CB-45-1997; CB-26-2010; CB-77-2010)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Sec. 24-133. - Grading.
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(a)
The Planning Board encourages the submission of general grading plans for major subdivisions in order to
efficiently plan for stormwater management, street grades, tree preservation, and parkland. The Planning Board
may require the submission of general grading plans, at five (5) foot contours, prior to final plat approval when:
(1)
On-site stormwater management is to be provided; or
(2)
In the opinion of the Board, existing grades are so steep that there is a significant likelihood of erosion or
stormwater damage occurring through development; or
(3)
The combination of unstable soils and steep grades constitutes a danger to future residents; or
(4)
The applicant believes that more efficient subdivision design may be achieved through a waiver of grading
regulations under the Building Code and wishes to have approval of such waiver by the Chief Building Inspector
prior to filing the final plat.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-134. - Mandatory dedication of parkland.
(a)
In all residential subdivisions, except as provided in paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of this Subsection, the Planning
Board shall require the platting and conveyance to the Commission or to a municipality located within the
Regional District but not within the Maryland-Washington Metropolitan District, upon request of such
municipality, of suitable and adequate land for active or passive recreation, or the payment of a monetary fee in
lieu thereof, or the provision of recreational facilities as otherwise provided by this Division.
(1)
Amount of Land Required. The amount of land in a subdivision to be dedicated shall be: five percent (5%) of
any land on which a density of one (1) to four (4) dwelling units per net acre is permissible; seven and one-half
percent (7.5%) of any land on which a density of four (4) to seven and one-half (7.5) dwelling units per net acre
is permissible; ten percent (10%) of any land on which a density of seven and one-half (7.5) to twelve (12)
dwelling units per net acre is permissible; and fifteen percent (15%) of any land on which a density exceeding
twelve (12) dwelling units per net acre is permissible.
(2)
Specific Exemptions. The Planning Board may exempt from mandatory dedication requirements any subdivision
developed under cluster, Comprehensive Design, urban renewal, optional residential design approach,
townhouse, or recreational community development provisions, provided that the Planning Board determines
that the provisions of Section 24-135 have been satisfied.
(3)
Other Exemptions. Mandatory dedication shall not apply to:
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(A)
Any lot that was legally created by deed prior to April 24, 1970;
(B)
Any lot being created by the subdivision in a one-family zone, that has a net lot area of one (1) acre or more;
(C)
Any lot being created by the subdivision upon which a dwelling legally exists at the time of subdivision;
(D)
Any resubdivision of property on which land was previously dedicated or fee in lieu paid. The applicant shall be
credited to the extent that land dedication or fees would otherwise be required upon such resubdivision.
(E)
Any development comprised of lands zoned Residential, R-M, and M-X-T, for which there is an approved single
Conceptual Site Plan applicable to all of the properties.
(4)
When land is shown for preservation as part of a stream valley park on an official master plan, such land may be
dedicated or preserved in lieu of active recreation, provided that the Planning Board finds that there is a
reasonable amount of active recreation in the general area and that any trails shown on the master plan are
provided.
(5)
Where on-site detention and/or retention ponds are provided, the Planning Board may credit such area towards
mandatory dedication, regardless of ownership, provided that the Planning Board determines that such area will
provide active or passive recreation due to specific access provisions, recreational facilities, or visual amenity.
The Planning Board must be satisfied that appropriate maintenance agreements have been, or will be, made.
(CB-48-1981; CB-45-1997)
Sec. 24-135. - Fee in lieu and recreational facilities.
(a)
Fee in Lieu. The Planning Board may require the payment of a fee in lieu of dedication equal to five percent
(5%) of the total new market value of the land as stated on the final assessment notice issued by the State
Department of Assessments and Taxation when it finds that dedication of parkland is unsuitable or impractical
due to size, topography, drainage, physical characteristics, or similar reasons, or if adequate open space has been
acquired and is available to serve the subdivision. The fee shall be paid prior to recording the subdivision and
shall be used by the Commission to purchase or improve parkland for the benefit of the future residents.
Preliminary plans approved prior to the effective date of this legislation shall not be subject to this change.
(b)
Recreational Facilities. Recreational facilities may be provided instead of land or fees in any residential zone,
provided that a plan for such recreational facilities is approved by the Planning Board after determining that:
(1)
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Such facilities will be superior, or equivalent, to those that would have been provided under the provisions of
mandatory dedication;
(2)
The facilities will be properly developed and maintained to the benefit of future residents through covenants, a
recreational facilities agreement, or other appropriate means, that such instrument is legally binding upon the
subdivider and his heirs, successors, and assigns, and that such instrument is enforceable, including enforcement
by the Planning Board; and
(3)
No permit for construction or occupancy of dwellings will be issued unless the Planning Board is satisfied that
the facilities have been, or will be, provided at the appropriate state of development.
(c)
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any development comprised of lands zoned Residential, R-M,
and M-X-T, for which there is an approved single Conceptual Site Plan applicable to all of the properties.
(CB-48-1981; CB-93-1991; CB-45-1997)
Sec. 24-135.01. - Historic preservation requirements.
(a)
The Planning Board shall require the preservation of historic resources in order to protect the County's cultural
heritage, to increase public awareness of the County's history, and to provide for the continued use of stillvaluable historic resources. Applicants are required to use the flexibility inherent in this Subtitle, including lot
size averaging and optional methods of development where appropriate, to prepare plans that minimize the
impact of new subdivisions on historic resources and that promote the restoration and continued use of such
resources.
(b)
The following requirements shall apply to a proposed subdivision containing or adjacent to a historic resource:
(1)
Lots shall be designed to minimize adverse impacts of new construction on the historic resource;
(2)
Natural features (such as trees and vegetation) which contribute to the preservation of a historic resource or
provide a buffer between the historic resource and new development, shall be retained; and
(3)
Protective techniques (such as limits of disturbance, building restriction lines and buffers) shall be used.
(c)
In order to safeguard the integrity of the historic resource, the Planning Board may require a Detailed Site Plan
in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of Subtitle 27 (the Zoning Ordinance) for the purpose of evaluating the
effect of the orientation, mass, height, materials and design of the proposed development on the environmental
setting.
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(CB-116-1989; CB-82-2005)
Sec. 24-135.02. - Cemeteries.
(a)
When a proposed preliminary plan of subdivision includes a cemetery within the site, and there are no plans to
relocate the human remains to an existing cemetery, the applicant shall observe the following requirements:
(1)
The corners of the cemetery shall be staked in the field prior to preliminary plan submittal. The stakes shall be
maintained by the applicant until preliminary plan approval.
(2)
An inventory of existing cemetery elements (such as walls, gates, landscape features and tombstones, including
a record of their inscriptions) and their condition shall be submitted as part of the preliminary plan application.
(3)
The placement of lot lines shall promote long-term maintenance of the cemetery and protection of existing
elements.
(4)
An appropriate fence or wall constructed of stone, brick, metal or wood shall be maintained or provided to
delineate the cemetery boundaries. The design of the proposed enclosure and a construction schedule shall be
approved by the Planning Board, or its designee, prior to the issuance of any permits. When deemed appropriate,
the Planning Board may require a limited review Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Section 27-286 of the
Prince George's County Code, for the purpose of reviewing the design of the proposed enclosure.
(5)
If the cemetery is not conveyed and accepted into municipal ownership, it shall be protected by arrangements
sufficient to assure the Planning Board of its future maintenance and protection. The applicant shall establish a
fund in an amount sufficient to provide income for the perpetual maintenance of the cemetery. These
arrangements shall ensure that stones or markers are in their original location. Covenants and/or other
agreements shall include a determination of the following:
(A)
Current and proposed property ownership;
(B)
Responsibility for maintenance;
(C)
A maintenance plan and schedule;
(D)
Adequate access; and
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(E)
Any other specifications deemed necessary by the Planning Board.
(b)
Appropriate measures to protect the cemetery during the development process shall be provided, as deemed
necessary by the Planning Board.
(c)
The Planning Board, or its designee, shall maintain a registry of cemeteries identified during the subdivision
review process.
(d)
Upon approval of a preliminary plan of subdivision, any cemetery approved in accordance with this Section
which does not meet the regulations of the zone in which it is located, shall be deemed to be a certified
nonconforming use unless otherwise specified by the Planning Board.
(CB-33-1990; CB-104-2012)
DIVISION 6. - REQUIREMENTS FOR OPTIONAL APPROACHES.
Sec. 24-136. - General provisions and purposes.
Applicants are encouraged to utilize the flexibility inherent in the Zoning Ordinance and in this Subtitle to
achieve the most efficient, attractive, and economical subdivision design that creative approaches may yield.
These optional approaches are intended to provide additional opportunities for creative design.
(CB-48-1981)
Sec. 24-137. - Cluster subdivision.
Use of cluster subdivision. A cluster subdivision may be permitted for preliminary plans accepted prior to July 1,
2006 in accordance with this Subtitle.
(a)
Purpose. The purpose of cluster development is to permit a procedure for development which will result in
improved living environments; promote more economic subdivision layout; encourage a variety of designs of
dwellings; encourage ingenuity and originality in total subdivision layout and individual site and building
design; encourage compatibility with historic resources; preserve open space to serve recreational, scenic, and
public service purposes; and other purposes related thereto, within the densities established for the cluster net
tract area. To achieve these purposes:
(1)
Variations in net lot areas, lot coverages, frontages, and yards are permitted;
(2)
Procedures are established to assure adequate maintenance and restricted use of open space areas for the benefit
of the inhabitants of the subdivisions or for dedication to public use; and
(3)
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Procedures are established to assure protection of existing and potential developments adjoining cluster
developments.
(b)
Dwelling types. All types of attached and detached one-family dwellings may be permitted in a cluster
subdivision in the R-80 or R-55 Zone, in accordance with a preliminary plan of subdivision approved prior to
September 1, 1986, provided the final plat for such subdivision was approved within the time limits specified in
Section 24-119(e). In the R-R Zone, and in the R-80 and R-55 Zones in cluster subdivisions for which the
preliminary plan of subdivision was approved on or after September 1, 1986, only one-family detached
dwellings are permitted. However, a church may be developed on a lot greater than two (2) acres within an
approved cluster subdivision in the R-R Zone for which the preliminary plan of subdivision was approved on or
after September 1, 1986. Approval of a Detailed Site Plan and architectural drawings (consisting of exterior
elevations, and exterior finish materials) is required in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision 3, of the
Zoning Ordinance, prior to the issuance of any building or use and occupancy permit for the church.
(c)
Size. Cluster developments shall consist of at least sixteen (16) dwelling units, except that cluster developments
that are found by the Planning Board to be a logical extension of an existing or approved cluster development
may contain fewer dwelling units.
(d)
Modification of development regulations. Modification of yard, frontage, lot coverage, and net lot area
requirements may be permitted by the Planning Board in accordance with the pertinent provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance for lots within the interior of the cluster subdivision. These provisions represent the theoretical
minimum standards and maximum densities permissible in cluster developments. They will not necessarily be
acceptable for all cluster developments, and should not be construed to be authorized as a matter of right. These
requirements shall not be modified for lots at entrances to cluster developments, or for lots adjoining existing
streets along which the cluster development has frontage, in cluster subdivisions for which the preliminary plan
of subdivision was approved on or after September 1, 1986, unless a combination of cluster open space and lot
areas will result in development that appears to have occurred without approval of modified development
regulations. All modifications shall be shown on all preliminary plans, Conceptual Site Plans, and Detailed Site
Plans for cluster development.
(e)
Cluster open space requirements. In each zone allowing cluster development, the net lot area may be reduced
from the general net lot area for that zone to a specified minimum net lot area for cluster development, subject to
the restrictions in Subsection (d) of this Section. All such reductions shall be compensated for by an equivalent
amount of land in cluster open space to be preserved and maintained for its scenic value, for recreational or
conservation purposes, or for schools, community buildings, or related uses. Improvements shall be limited to
serving such purposes. Up to one-third (1/3) of such net lot area reductions may be located either in a one
hundred (100) year floodplain, or on land dedicated for a community building or school site, or for a stormwater
management facility that provides scenic or recreational amenities for the community. Cluster open space shall
not include areas devoted to streets; nor shall it include any land which has been, or is to be, conveyed to a
public agency via a purchase agreement for any of the purposes or uses set forth above in this Subsection.
(1)
Public Ownership. Cluster open space shall be made available for the use of all residents of Prince George's
County, unless the Planning Board finds that the size, location, type of development, cost of development,
maintenance of such cluster open space, or the availability of other public open space, would make public use
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undesirable or unnecessary. The Planning Board, shall require dedication of all areas indicated for acquisition in
the approved Capital Improvement Program, as authorized by the Regional District Act.
(2)
Private Ownership. If cluster open space is not dedicated to public use, it shall be protected by legal
arrangements, satisfactory to the Planning Board, sufficient to assure its maintenance and preservation for
whatever purpose it is intended. Covenants or other legal arrangements shall specify ownership of the cluster
open space; method of maintenance, responsibility for maintenance, maintenance taxes, and insurance;
compulsory membership and compulsory assessment provisions; guarantees that any association formed to own
and maintain cluster open space will not be dissolved without the consent of the Planning Board; and any other
specifications deemed necessary by the Planning Board.
(f)
Preliminary plans; site plans; other submittal requirements. In addition to the information otherwise required, the
preliminary plans and final plats for cluster development shall include the location and dimensions of yards. An
application for preliminary plan approval shall be accompanied by a Conceptual Site Plan, which shall include
proposed street grades. The conceptual site plan shall also include proposed rough grading which would
significantly alter the existing topography of the site. The applicant shall obtain approval of a Detailed Site Plan
and architectural drawings (consisting of exterior elevations, exterior finish materials and floor plans) from the
Planning Board, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision 3, of the Zoning Ordinance, prior to the
issuance of any building or use and occupancy permit. Approved street profiles shall be shown on the Detailed
Site Plan. The Planning Board may require any additional information it deems necessary to consider the
proposal with respect to the criteria for approval. Approval of the architectural drawings shall be for purpose of
eliminating monotony of planned front elevations; assuring that nonstandard exterior finish materials (such as
cinder blocks) are not used; and encouraging a variety of architectural styling and floor plans. Once approved,
the Conceptual and Detailed Site Plans, architectural drawings, and any other approved documents shall govern
development of the property as a cluster subdivision. Failure to develop in accordance with these documents
shall be cause for denial or revocation of grading, building, and use and occupancy permits.
(g)
Criteria for approval. An approved cluster development shall, through creative design and a variety of onefamily detached dwelling styles, provide for a total environment better than that which would normally be
achieved under standard regulations. If, in the opinion of the Planning Board, the proposed preliminary plan of
subdivision, Conceptual Site Plan, Detailed Site Plan, or architectural drawings could be improved with respect
to the criteria listed below by the reasonable modification of the purpose, configuration, location, or design of
cluster open space or buildings, or the location or configuration of lots, streets, parking areas, or other features of
the development, the proposed preliminary plan of subdivision, Conceptual Site Plan, Detailed Site Plan, or
architectural drawings shall be so modified or disapproved. In approving a proposal, the Planning Board shall
find that the following criteria have been met, as applicable to the particular plan under consideration:
(1)
Individual lots, buildings, streets, and parking areas will be designed and situated in conformance with the
provisions for woodland conservation and tree preservation set forth in Subtitle 25 of the Prince George's
County Code, and in order to minimize alteration of the historic resource or natural site features to be preserved.
(2)
Cluster open space intended for a recreational or public use, conservation purposes, or as a buffer for a historic
resource is appropriate, given its size, shape, topography, and location, and is suitable for the particular purpose
it is to serve on the site.
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(3)
Cluster open space will include irreplaceable natural features located on the tract (such as, but not limited to,
stream beds, significant stands of trees, steep slopes, individual trees of significant size, and rock outcroppings).
(4)
Cluster open space intended for a recreational or public use will be easily accessible to pedestrians; and the
means of access will meet the needs of the physically handicapped and elderly.
(5)
Cluster open space intended for scenic value will achieve this purpose through the retention of those
irreplaceable natural features described in paragraph (3) above; or where such natural features do not exist, such
techniques as berms planted with trees and the use of landscaping materials may be required to eliminate visual
monotony of the landscape.
(6)
Diversity and originality in lot layout and individual building design, orientation, and location will achieve the
best possible relationship between development and the land.
(7)
Individual lots, buildings, parking areas, and streets will be arranged, designed, situated, and oriented, so as to
harmoniously relate to surrounding properties, to improve the view from dwellings, and to lessen the area
devoted to motor vehicle access and circulation.
(8)
Individual lots, buildings, parking areas, and streets will be so situated and oriented as to avoid the adverse
effects of shadows, noise, and traffic on, and afford privacy to, the residents of the site.
(9)
Not more than one-fourth (1/4) of any land having slopes greater than twenty-five percent (25%) will be
removed or altered, and then only when such slopes are isolated, small, or otherwise occur as insignificant
knolls, so that the design of the development or cluster open space will not be adversely affected.
(10)
Appropriate landscaped screening techniques will be employed at each entrance to the subdivision and along
adjoining existing streets, so as to assure the compatibility of the appearance of the cluster subdivision with that
of surrounding existing and planned residential development not approved for cluster development, and to
provide an attractive appearance from streets. Individual lots shall also be appropriately landscaped in such a
manner as to provide an attractive appearance.
(11)
If flag lots are proposed within the cluster subdivision, the requirements of Section 24-138.1, as well as those of
the Zoning Ordinance relating to flag lots, will be met.
(12)
If zero lot line development is proposed within the cluster subdivision, the requirements of Section 24-138, as
well as those of the Zoning Ordinance relating to zero lot line development, will be met.
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(13)
All dwellings and other buildings will be served by public water and sewerage.
(14)
When alleys are proposed on the preliminary plan, the Planning Board shall find that their use is appropriate to
the overall design and function of the subdivision and that they conform to the provisions of Section 24-128(b)
(7)(ii).
(h)
Amendment and withdrawal of preliminary plan or site plan. An approved preliminary plan for cluster
development may be amended upon petition by the applicant for the subdivision or by a subsequent owner prior
to final plat approval. An approved preliminary plan may be withdrawn at any time before final plat approval.
An approved Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan may be amended in accordance with Section 27-289 of
the Zoning Ordinance. Approved architectural drawings may be amended upon submission to the Planning
Board's designee when such amendment will not adversely affect the stated purposes for original approval of
such drawings. When the Planning Board's designee finds that the proposed amendment will not achieve the
stated purposes for approval of such drawings, the architectural drawings may only be amended in accordance
with Section 27-289 of the Zoning Ordinance.
(i)
Record plat notations. A statement shall be included on the record plat indicating that the property is approved
for cluster development. In addition, a statement of conveyance of cluster open space land to a public agency or
cooperative association shall be placed on the final plat, if appropriate, in the format shown in Division 8. The
final plat shall also contain a notation advising prospective purchasers that a Conceptual Site Plan governs
development within the subdivision, and that Detailed Site Plan and architectural drawing approval is required
prior to the issuance of any permits for grading, development, or use of the property.
(CB-48-1981; CB-13-1986; CB-55-1986; CB-71-1989; CB-74-1989; CB-116-1989; CB-77-1996; CB-68-2000;
CB-95-2004; CB-6-2005; CB-4-2006; CB-104-2012; CB-86-2013)
Sec. 24-138. - Zero lot line development.
(a)
Purposes. The zero lot line provisions are intended to provide maximum flexibility in subdivision design to take
advantage of natural features, and to create energy efficient, environmentally sensitive, and attractively designed
communities. The Zoning Ordinance provisions for minimum setbacks, yards, and street frontages for zero lot
line development may be utilized, upon a finding that such alternatives will function safely and efficiently and
will yield a better design to conventional approaches.
(b)
Procedures. Sketch plans are encouraged but not required. Procedures for preliminary plan and final plat review
are the same as for conventional subdivision, except for the additional information required in Subsection (c),
below, and the requirement that any waiver from any law or regulation administered by an agency other than the
Planning Board shall be approved by such agency prior to recordation. Such waivers shall be shown on an
appropriate document such as street grade establishment plan, preliminary plan, site plan, or other document
describing the waiver granted, and shall include the signature of the approving official. Failure to obtain such
approval(s) shall invalidate any preliminary plan approval.
(c)
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Documents Required.
(1)
Preliminary Plan. The applicant shall submit a proposed site plan and a statement detailing any waivers that are
being sought and the reasons therefor, along with any calculations needed to support these reasons. The
statement may include, but need not be limited to, reasons for minimizing grading (such as tree preservation),
not providing sidewalks (such as providing a separate pedestrian trail), or scaling down the paving widths (due
to the limited number of units proposed); rough calculations to show that retention of natural drainage systems
will suffice to handle stormwater safely; or proposals for open space retention and recreational facilities that
equal or exceed what would have been achieved through mandatory dedication. The preliminary plan shall show
building envelopes when zero lot line development is proposed or when waivers of the grading requirements for
building pads are requested. Maintenance easements shall be reflected on the preliminary plan, and proposed
covenants, or other appropriate documents, shall be submitted for approval by the Planning Board providing for
privacy walls, sound proofing of common walls, and restrictions on the use of walls on a lot line. Such approved
covenants, or other documents, shall be filed in the Land Records of the County at the time of filing the final
plat.
(2)
Final Plat. In addition to the normal documents, the final plat shall indicate that the subdivision has been
approved under an optional residential design approach, any waivers required have been agreed to by the
operating agencies, and all conditions of the preliminary plan have been met. The final plat shall include a
certification, where appropriate, that the subdivision is subject to covenants or other restrictions.
(d)
Findings. Prior to the approval of any preliminary plan, site plan, covenant, or other document submitted under
these regulations, the Planning Board shall find that:
(1)
The design is clearly superior to what would have been achieved under conventional subdivision techniques; and
(2)
The transportation system will function safely and efficiently; and
(3)
Easements and covenants adequately provide for the maintenance needs and privacy of individual lot owners.
(CB-48-1981; CB-43-1986; CB-71-1989; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-138.01. - Flag lot development.
Use of flag lots. Flag lots may be permitted for preliminary plans accepted prior to November 1, 2006 in
accordance with this Subtitle.
(a)
Purposes. The flag lot provisions are intended to provide maximum flexibility in subdivision design, to utilize
natural features, to enhance energy efficiency, to preserve environmentally sensitive areas, and to create
attractively designed communities. The Zoning Ordinance provisions for minimum setbacks, yards, and street
frontages for flag lots in the R-E, R-R, and R-80 Zones shall apply. Flag lots created pursuant to this Section are
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subject to the findings contained in Subsection (f), below. Flag lots permitted in the M-A-C, L-A-C, M-X-C, RU, R-M, and R-S Zones are subject to the design standards set forth in Subsection (d), below.
(b)
Procedures. Procedures for preliminary plan and final plat review are the same as for conventional subdivision,
except for the additional information required in Subsection (c), below.
(c)
Additional submittal requirements.
(1)
The applicant shall submit a statement describing how the proposed flag lot meets the purposes established for
the optional residential design approach.
(2)
A proposed preliminary plan of subdivision that includes a flag lot shall include a sketch plan which shows the
proposed general location and orientation of dwellings on the flag lot and adjoining lots, driveway access to
streets, and such other features as areas for proposed buffers, conceptual grading, and limits of disturbance on
the site. If the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision is for a cluster development, this information shall be included on
the Conceptual Site Plan.
(d)
Design Standards. Where provided for by the Zoning Ordinance, flag lots may be permitted, provided the
following conditions are met:
(1)
A maximum of two (2) tiers of flag lots may be permitted from the street line.
(2)
The flag stem shall have a minimum width of twenty-five (25) feet at the street line. This minimum width shall
be maintained from the street line to the lot area. Driveways located within flag lot stems serving single lots
shall be set back a minimum of five (5) feet from the parallel lot lines, unless modified to address unique site
characteristics.
(3)
The minimum net lot area required in the respective zone shall be provided exclusive of the flag stem connection
to the street.
(4)
Building envelopes shall be established at the time of preliminary plan approval.
(A)
Flexibility in determining the front building line should be based on an evaluation of yards and their relationship
to adjoining properties. The front building line is not necessarily parallel to the street line.
(B)
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Building restriction lines shall be determined in the following manner:
(i)
The front of the building restriction line shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from the front street line.
The minimum width shall be that which is permitted by Section 27-442(d) of the Zoning Ordinance.
(ii)
The minimum side and rear yard shall be that which are permitted by Section 27-442(e) of the Zoning
Ordinance.
(5)
Shared driveways shall not be permitted unless the lot is located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area or the
M-X-C Zone. When shared driveways are provided, they shall be in accordance with the following:
(A)
Shared driveways shall only be permitted for a maximum of two (2) lots when the applicant can demonstrate
that their use will minimize disturbance of existing vegetation, will be a benefit to public safety by minimizing
the number of access points to the public street, and will enhance the appearance of the subdivision. Where two
(2) lots are proposed to be served by a shared driveway, the driveway shall have a width of eighteen (18) feet.
Parking spaces shall not be provided within the driveways.
(B)
Easement locations for shared driveways must be shown on the preliminary plan and the final plat.
(C)
Shared driveways must be designed such that at least some portion of the width of the driveway falls within each
flag lot stem for its entire length from the street line to the dwelling.
(6)
Where a rear yard is oriented towards a driveway that accesses other lots, or towards a front or side of another
lot, the rear yard shall be screened by an "A Bufferyard" as defined by the Landscape Manual, unless Alternative
Compliance is approved at the time of preliminary plan. The location of the bufferyard shall be shown on the
preliminary and final plat. (See Figures 1 and 2.)
(7)
Where a front yard is oriented towards a rear yard, a "C Bufferyard" as defined by the Landscape Manual shall
be provided, unless Alternative Compliance is approved at the time of preliminary plan. The location of the
bufferyard shall be shown on the preliminary and final plat. (See Figure 1.)
(e)
Evaluation criteria.
(1)
When reviewing elements of the proposed plan, the Planning Board shall take into consideration the number of
tiers of lots proposed, the number of lots per tier, traffic circulation patterns, outdoor activity likely to occur on
any individual lot, on-site storage locations, and distances between dwellings.
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(2)
Appropriate treatments shall be proposed to assure the privacy of current and future residents. If a rear yard is
oriented towards or visible from a front or side yard, or exposed to a driveway accessing another lot, a screen
shall be provided along those areas. Special care shall be taken to assure that views from front yards into rear
yards are completely buffered. Consideration shall be given to topography, the orientation of the houses, and
existing vegetation. In orientation of houses, a front directly facing a rear is strongly discouraged. A courtyard
effect, whereby the flag lot houses face each other and face sideways to the adjoining nonflag lots, is
encouraged. (See Figure 3.)
(3)
Prior to the approval of both preliminary plans and final plats of subdivision, when the Planning Board finds that
the retention of trees, topography, or any other design feature is integral to development of the site, such
approvals shall be expressly conditioned upon the inclusion of this design feature.
(f)
Findings.
(1)
Prior to the approval of any preliminary plan submitted under these regulations, the Planning Board shall find
that:
(A)
The design is clearly superior to what would have been achieved under conventional subdivision techniques;
(B)
The transportation system will function safely and efficiently; and
(C)
The use of flag lots will result in the creative design of a development that blends harmoniously with the site and
with adjacent development; and
(D)
The privacy of adjoining property owners has been assured in accordance with the evaluation criteria established
above.
(g)
Final plat.
(1)
In addition to the normal documents required, the final plat shall indicate that the subdivision has been approved
under an optional residential design approach.
(2)
When shared driveways are approved, the responsibilities for driveway maintenance shall be clearly stated in
covenants, in a form acceptable to the Planning Board, which shall be filed in the land records at the time of
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filing of the final plat and a certification shall be included on the final plat to the effect that the subdivision is
subject to covenants.
(CB-71-1989; CB-11-1996; CB-24-2002; CB-4-2006; CB-104-2012)
Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

DIVISION 7. - RESERVATIONS.
Sec. 24-139. - Procedures; referrals; hearing; declaration.
(a)
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The Planning Board, when reviewing a preliminary plan, shall refer to the General Plan, master plans, or
amendments and parts thereof, to determine the need for reserving for public use any of the land included in the
preliminary plan. Reservations may be required for:
(1)
Highway, transit, or street rights-of-way;
(2)
Public building sites;
(3)
Parks (except park lands to be acquired under the provisions of the Act of Congress of the United States known
as Public Law 284 of the 71st Congress, approved May 29, 1930, 46 Stat. 482, popularly known as the "CapperCrampton Act," as amended by Public Law 699, 79th Congress, approved August 8, 1946), playgrounds, or
other recreational areas; or
(4)
Other public purposes.
(b)
If a reservation appears desirable, the Planning Board shall refer the preliminary plan to the public agency
concerned with acquisition for its consideration and report; and to the County Executive, County Council, and
any municipality within which such property is located, for their comments. The Planning Board may propose
alternate areas for such reservation and shall allow thirty (30) days for reply. The public agency's
recommendation, if affirmative, shall include a map showing the boundaries and area of the parcel to be
reserved, and an estimate of the time required to complete the acquisition.
(c)
Upon receipt of an affirmative report from a public agency, as provided in Subsection (b), the Planning Board
shall notify the property owner, the County Executive and the County Council and, except as provided in
Subsection (d), shall establish such reservation, with or without modifications, concurrently with the approval of
the preliminary plan.
(d)
If the location of the proposed reservation is not reflected, or differs substantially from that shown, on the
General Plan or master plan, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing.
(1)
Notice of public hearing shall be given to the property owners, County Executive, and County Council, and shall
be advertised in each County newspaper of record at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing date.
(2)
Hearings may also be held by the Planning Board in other reservation cases deemed appropriate, subject to the
same conditions of notice set out in this Subsection.
(e)
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Declaration of public reservation shall be by resolution of the Planning Board. Notice of the reservation shall be
carried once in each of the County newspapers of record. Certified copies of the resolution shall be sent to the
property owner(s), the County Executive, the County Council, and any municipality within which such property
is located, and to the agency concerned with acquisition.
(f)
Final plats for the property shall be in strict conformity with the preliminary plan as to public reservation.
(g)
The Planning Board shall cause to be prepared a final plat of any land reserved for public use under the
provisions of this Division, showing the survey location of the land, names and addresses of the owners, and any
other information required for its proper indexing and for filing among the Land Records of Prince George's
County. The final plat shall comply with all requirements for recording of plats among the Land Records of
Prince George's County, and shall be duly recorded.
(CB-48-1981; CB-84-1986; CB-104-2012)
Sec. 24-140. - Regulations of reservation; taxes; penalties.
(a)
No reservation shall continue for longer than three (3) years without the written approval of all persons holding
or otherwise owning any legal or equitable interest in the property.
(b)
Such public reservations shall be exempt from all State, County, and local taxes during the reservation period.
Certified copies of the resolution shall be sent to the affected taxing and assessing bodies.
(c)
During the reservation period, no building or structure shall be erected upon the land so reserved, except as
provided in Subsection (d). No trees, topsoil, or cover shall be removed or destroyed, no grading shall be done,
and no drainage structures shall be built so as to discharge water on the reserved land, except as provided in
Subsection (d).
(d)
Land so reserved may be used for agricultural purposes and other uses permitted by the Zoning Ordinance upon
written approval of the Planning Board. The Planning Board may allow any permitted use which it finds will not
impair the efficient and economic use for which the property was reserved.
(e)
All land so reserved shall be maintained by the owner as required by County law. The Planning Board shall be
notified immediately upon the sale of any land so reserved, and shall be provided with documents from the
public land records attesting to such sale.
(f)
Any violation of this Division shall be subject to the enforcement provisions of Section 7-116(c) of Article 28 of
the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-48-1981; CB-127-1984)
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Sec. 24-141. - Termination of reservation; renewal.
(a)
The expiration of a preliminary plan shall not affect a reservation if, before the expiration date, a reservation plat
has been recorded by the Planning Board. Lacking such action, the reservation, too, shall be deemed cancelled.
(b)
Prior to the expiration of a reservation period, with the written consent of all land owners, the Planning Board
may renew the reservation for additional periods of time; provided that the time period of the renewal shall be
mutually agreeable to the land owners and the Planning Board. The following procedures shall govern the
renewal of the reservation of land for public use:
(1)
Prior to the expiration date, the Planning Board shall determine whether the reservation should be renewed, and
shall provide an opportunity for the County Executive, the County Council, and any municipality within which
such property is located to comment upon such renewal.
(2)
If the Planning Board determines that the reservation should be renewed, the land owner shall be notified of such
determination and, if the land owner desires to renew the reservation, the required authorization for consent to
the renewal shall be completed.
(3)
Renewal of reservations shall be declared by resolution of the Planning Board, in accordance with the provisions
of Sections 24-139(e) and 24-140(b) through (f).
(c)
At the end of the reservation period, if the reservation has not been renewed in accordance with the provisions of
Subsection (b) of this Section, or if the land reserved has not been acquired for public use and proceedings for
acquisition have not been initiated, the reservation shall expire and the appropriate taxing and assessing bodies
shall be so notified.
(d)
If, prior to the expiration of the reservation period, the Planning Board determines that the reservation no longer
appears necessary, the Planning Board may cancel the reservation with the written consent of the property
owner(s). Such cancellation shall be by resolution of the Planning Board. Certified copies of the resolution
cancelling the reservation shall be sent to the property owner(s), the agency originally concerned with the
acquisition, the affected taxing and assessing bodies, the County Executive, the County Council, and the Clerk
of the Court for filing among the land records of Prince George's County.
(CB-48-1981; CB-84-1986; CB-104-2012)
DIVISION 8. - FORM GUIDE.
Sec. 24-142. - Purpose.
(a)
The following forms shall be acceptable to the Planning Board for the purposes indicated.
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(1)
Dedication forms:
(A)
Dedication for individuals:

(B)
Dedication for Corporations (same as foregoing form for individual except as indicated below):

(2)
Surveyor's Certificate:
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(3)
Conveyance of Open Space in Cluster:

(CB-48-1981; CB-104-2012)
DIVISION 9. - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DISTRICTS.
Sec. 24-143. - Statement of Policy.
The County Council hereby finds that new development can have a substantial impact on the character of the
area in which it is located. While some potentially harmful effects of one land use upon another can be prevented
through zoning, subdivision control, and housing and building codes, other aspects of development are more
subtle and less amenable to exacting standards established without regard to specific development proposals.
Among these are the general form of the land before and after development, the spatial relationships of the
structures and open spaces to proximate land uses, and the appearance of buildings and open spaces as they
contribute to an area as it is being developed. Such matters require the timely exercise of judgment in the public
interest by people qualified to evaluate the design of new development.
(CB-109-1986)
Sec. 24-144. - Purpose.
(a)
The purpose of this Act is to provide for Development Review Districts and Development Review District
Commissions in order to:
(1)
Promote those qualities in the environment which bring value to the County;
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(2)
Foster the attractiveness and functional utility of developing areas of the County and enhance the desirability of
the County as a place to live and work;
(3)
Preserve the integrity, quality, and discernible character of identifiable areas of the County;
(4)
Protect public investments in the County as a whole;
(5)
Raise the level of community expectations for the quality of its environment within the County;
(6)
Preserve property values and thereby promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the
County in general;
(7)
Contribute to the attractiveness of the County so as to maintain and improve the economic value and stability of
the property therein.
(CB-109-1986)
Sec. 24-145. - Development Review District; creation.
(a)
The Council may, by legislative act, create one or more Development Review Districts in the County.
(b)
A Development Review District shall be a contiguous area no less than 1,000 acres in size and shall be
adequately described by boundaries in the legislation establishing the district.
(CB-109-1986)
Sec. 24-146. - Development Review District Commission.
(a)
Upon designation of a Development Review District, the County Executive shall appoint a Development Review
District Commission subject to confirmation by the County Council following a public hearing. Each
Commission shall consist of nine (9) members representing residents, landowners, and developers in the District.
Of the nine (9) members, at least five (5) shall be resident property owners in the District.
(b)
The voting members shall be appointed for terms of three (3) years. Of the initial appointments, however, three
(3) shall be for terms of one (1) year, and three (3) shall be for terms of two (2) years.
(c)
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The County Executive shall designate one member to serve as Chairman and one member to serve as vicechairman.
(d)
Commission members shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.
(e)
The Commission shall adopt rules of procedure which shall be subject to approval of the County Executive and
County Council.
(CB-109-1986; CB-139-1993)
Sec. 24-147. - Recognition of Development Review District Commission.
A Development Review District Commission shall be given an opportunity to review and comment on all
applications for subdivision of land located in the District and shall be made a party of record in all zoning and
subdivision matters for which parties of record are identified, which involve property within the District before
the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the Planning Board, or the District Council.
(CB-109-1986)
Sec. 24-148. - Enterprise Road Corridor Development Review District.
(a)
There is hereby created a development review district known as the "Enterprise Road Corridor Development
Review District."
(b)
The boundaries of the Enterprise Road Corridor Development Review District are defined as beginning at the
intersection of Largo Road (Maryland Route 202) and Western Branch; north along the Western Branch
streambed to Lottsford Branch; north along Lottsford Branch streambed to Annapolis Road; west to Glenn Dale
Road; then north along the western boundary of Glenn Dale Sanitarium (Parcels 124 and 153, Tax Map 45) back
to Glenn Dale Road; north along Glenn Dale Road to Lanham Severn Road (Maryland Route 564); northeast
along Lanham Severn Road to Hillmeade Road; southeast on Hillmeade Road to Annapolis Road (Maryland
Route 450); west along Annapolis Road to the western boundary of Parcel 1, Tax Map 45; then south along the
boundary of Parcel 1; south and east along the boundary of Parcel 128, Tax Map 46; east and south along the
boundary of Parcel 27, Tax Map 46; directly south along the western boundaries of Parcels 128, 119 and 116,
Tax Map 46 and Parcel 1, Tax Map 54; then across United States Route 50 and west along Route 50 to the
eastern boundary of Parcel 61, Tax Map 53; continue south, east and south again along the eastern-most
boundary of Parcel 61 to the right-of-way of Woodmore Road; then east on Woodmore Road to the western
boundary of the Potomac Electric Power Company electric transmission line; south along the Potomac Electric
Power Company line to the northeast boundary of Parcels 20 and 1 on Tax Map 69 to Central Avenue (Maryland
Route 214); continuing south, east, and west around the eastern boundary of the Kettering Subdivision to the
western boundary of Parcel 1 on Tax Map 76; south and east along the boundary of Parcel 1 to the eastern
boundary of Parcel 4 on Tax Map 76 to Oak Grove Road; east along Oak Grove Road to the eastern boundary of
Parcel 9 on Tax Map 76; south and west along the eastern boundary of Parcels 9, 35, and 14 to Largo Road
(Maryland Route 202); then northwest and west along Largo Road to the point of beginning.
(CB-110-1986)
Sec. 24-149. - Piscataway Development Review District.
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(a)
There is hereby created a development review district known as the Piscataway Development Review District.
(b)
The boundaries of the Piscataway Development Review District are defined as beginning at the Potomac River
and extending east along the northern property line of Rio Vista Subdivision; then across Riverview Road and
along the northern property line of both sections of Donnybrook Estates Subdivision to the point of intersection
with Parcel 52 on Tax Map 131; then north and east along the property line of Parcel 52 to the northwest corner
of Section 2, Tantallon on the Potomac; then along the northern property lines of Section 2, Tantallon on the
Potomac, and Section 1, Swan Lake Development, Section 5, Tantallon on the Potomac Subdivision, and Parcel
35 on Tax Map 131 to Fort Washington Road; then south along Fort Washington Road to the southwest corner of
Plat 2, Section 10, Tantallon on the Potomac Subdivision; then southeasterly along the southwest boundary line
of Plats 2 and 3, Section 10, Tantallon on the Potomac Subdivision, and Plat 2, Section 11, Tantallon on the
Potomac; then northeasterly along the southeast property line of Plat 2, Section 11, Tantallon on the Potomac
Subdivision; then southeasterly along the southwest boundary of the 1967 Warburton Manor Subdivision and
continuing southeast along the 1946 Warburton Manor Subdivision to Old Fort Road; then northeast on Old Fort
Road to Indian Head Highway; then south along Indian Head Highway to Farmington Road West; then westerly
along Farmington Road West to Wharf Road and including all properties in the Calvert Manor Subdivision lying
south of Farmington Road West; then north along Wharf Road to Piscataway Bay; then following the shoreline
of Piscataway Bay eastward, northward, and westward to the Potomac River and north to the point of beginning
(and including the Fort Washington Marina).
(CB-111-1986)
Sec. 24-149.01. - Accokeek Development Review District.
(a)
There is hereby created a development review district known as the Accokeek Development Review District.
(b)
The boundaries of the Accokeek Development Review District are defined as beginning at Piscataway Creek
where it crosses under Indian Head Highway, then extending south along Indian Head Highway approximately
1,300 feet to the first creek, known as Horse Pond Run, then east along the main branch of Horse Pond Run
approximately two miles to the PEPCO electric power transmission line right-of-way, then south to Mattawoman
Creek, then west to the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary, then northwest to the shoreline of the
Potomac River, then northeast to the southern shore line of Piscataway Bay, and then east following Piscataway
Creek to the point of beginning.
(CB-76-1997)
DIVISION 10. - CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA PROTECTION.
Sec. 24-150. - Legislative findings.
(a)
The following findings are hereby made:
(1)
The General Assembly of Maryland has enacted legislation creating a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Protection
Program codified in the Maryland Annotated Code, Natural Resources Article, Sections 8-1801, et seq., 1983
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Edition, as amended.
(2)
The General Assembly of Maryland has adopted certain criteria for development and growth to protect habitat
and water quality in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(3)
The criteria adopted by the State allow maximum future additional intense and limited development in the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area of only five percent (5%) of the total area designated as Resource Conservation
Overlay Zone, and the criteria allow only fifty percent (50%) of the permissible growth increment in the
designated resource conservation area.
(4)
Prince George's County is required by the State law to develop a local program to implement the State mandated
criteria.
(5)
The quality of life of the citizens of Prince George's County will be enhanced by the effective implementation of
the criteria to restore the quality and productivity of the waters of the County, the Chesapeake Bay, and its
tributaries.
(6)
The effective implementation of the criteria through the local program is necessary to provide proper planning
and development in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County.
(7)
Development and implementation of the local program may be compromised unless limited restrictions are
imposed on the subdivision of land within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(CB-73-1987)
Sec. 24-151. - Limitation on subdivision approval.
No application for preliminary plan of subdivision for land within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone
shall be approved without an approved Conservation Plan prepared in accordance with Subtitle 5B.
(CB-73-1987; CB-63-1989; CB-103-1992; CB-77-2010)
DIVISION 11. - CONSERVATION SUBDIVISIONS.
Sec. 24-152. - Conservation Subdivisions.
(a)
Applicability. Conservation subdivision design shall be required for all preliminary plans of subdivision for
residentially zoned land located in the Rural Tier approved after June 30, 2006, with the exception of
applications for:
(1)
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Property zoned R-80;
(2)
Four (4) or fewer lots in Sustainable Growth Tier III, provided no additional subdivision for additional lots is
permitted for the entirety of the original application and the original property has not been the result of a
previous subdivision pursuant to Section 24-107(c)(3); or
(3)
Seven (7) or fewer lots in Sustainable Growth Tier IV, provided no additional subdivision for additional lots is
permitted for the entirety of the original application and the original property has not been the result of a
previous subdivision pursuant to Section 24-107(c)(3).
(b)
Purpose. The purpose of a conservation subdivision is to protect the character of land through the permanent
preservation of farmland, woodland, sensitive natural features, scenic and historic landscapes, vistas, and unique
features of the site in keeping with the General Plan and Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan. The standards in
this Section provide for lots, open space and internal street designs that conserve woodlands, farmland, farm
structures, historic structures, and the scenic and unique character of development sites. A conservation
subdivision prioritizes site characteristics for conservation and is intended to create a site layout that conserves
important site features such as open space networks, blocks of productive farmland, unique characteristics of a
site and contiguous woodland habitats. The site design should encourage agricultural pursuits, create attractive
development layouts respecting existing features of the site, and encourage connectivity between scenic,
historic, agricultural, and environmental characteristics of abutting properties.
(c)
Purpose of a Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision. The purpose of a Public Benefit Conservation
Subdivision is to prioritize site characteristics which conserve important site features such as open space
networks and contiguous woodland habitats adjacent to other existing open space tracts. The site design should
encourage connectivity between environmental characteristics of adjacent properties and should provide a
continuous open space network between the proposed development layout and the adjacent properties.
Intermodal trails which provide a link to adjacent properties as an enhancement of recreational opportunities are
encouraged.
(d)
Land distribution.
(1)
In the O-S Zone, a minimum sixty percent (60%) of the gross tract area shall be designated as a conservation lot
or parcel. Up to forty percent (40%) of the gross tract area may be utilized for residential development areas.
(2)
In the R-A Zone a minimum fifty percent (50%) of the gross tract area shall be designated as a conservation lot
or parcel. Up to fifty percent (50%) of the gross tract area may be utilized for residential development areas.
(3)
In the R-E and R-R Zones a minimum forty percent (40%) of the gross tract area shall be designated as a
conservation lot or parcel. Up to sixty percent (60%) of the gross tract area may be utilized for residential
development areas.
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(e)
Regulations. Additional regulations concerning the location, size and other provisions for buildings, structures,
accessory structures and uses are as provided for in Subtitle 27 and the Landscape Manual.
(f)
Submittal requirements. The applicant shall file a sketch plan in accordance with Section 24-119(c) before
submitting a preliminary plan of subdivision.
(1)
The Planning Director or designee shall certify the completion of the sketch plan process, as required in this
Section prior to the acceptance of a preliminary plan of subdivision.
(A)
The sketch plan shall remain valid for two (2) years from the date of certification.
(B)
Upon a written request received prior to the expiration, the sketch plan validity period may be extended by the
Planning Director, if the applicant has not unduly delayed the filing of a preliminary plan of subdivision.
(C)
The certification of the sketch plan is not to be construed as the approval of the lot yield, but the completion of
the sketch plan process for planning purposes.
(2)
The intent of the sketch plan is to clearly document the design process, and to prioritize the characteristics of the
site to be preserved in a conservation parcel or lot. Priorities can be a combination of site characteristics and may
include areas of the site not otherwise regulated by this Subtitle.
(A)
The sketch plan shall document the existing features of the site. The characteristics of the site are generally
categorized as follows:
(i)
Scenic;
(ii)
Agricultural;
(iii)
Environmental; and
(iv)
Historic.
(B)
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The sketch plan shall include:
(i)
Existing grades at two-foot contours, and a non-disturbance line;
(ii)
Information on surrounding properties to evaluate the opportunities for connectivity between characteristics of
abutting properties; and
(iii)
Location and/or documentation of woodlands, farmland, farm structures, historic structures, streams, wetlands,
scenic vistas, rock formations, hedgerows, pastures, cultural resources, unique views from streets and adjoining
properties, and any other information pertaining to the character of a site. The sketch plan shall incorporate
information from a signed natural resources inventory (NRI).
(C)
The sketch plan shall identify the areas proposed for conservation lots and parcels including conceptual house
site and septic recovery area on conservation lots.
(D)
The sketch plan shall establish a building and structures envelope on each conservation lot.
(E)
The sketch plan shall propose locations for dwellings on that portion of the site determined to be least suitable
for conservation.
(F)
The sketch plan shall locate areas of the site that have appropriate soils for septic recovery fields (community,
shared and/or individual systems) if proposed and shall show areas for stormwater management facilities, if any,
and the type of facility proposed.
(G)
The sketch plan shall show conceptual locations for proposed roads, lot lines and setbacks.
(H)
The sketch plan should designate existing environmental and landscape features such as groups of trees,
specimen trees, hedgerows, and woodland areas.
(I)
The sketch plan application package shall include, on a separate sheet, a woodland and wildlife habitat
conservation concept plan that illustrates areas proposed for conservation and includes a draft worksheet,
showing how the requirements of Division 2 of Subtitle 25 will be met.
(g)
Conservation area.
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(1)
The conservation area shall be located on a parcel or lot and characterized as primarily scenic, agricultural,
historic or environmental, or any combination.
(A)
A conservation easement for the purpose established on the preliminary plan shall be placed on the conservation
area at the time of final plat. The conservation area shall be designated as either a parcel or a lot on the sketch
plan, preliminary plan and final plat.
(i)
A conservation parcel that includes stormwater management facilities and septic recovery areas associated with
the residential development area shall be conveyed to the homeowners' association.
(ii)
A conservation lot may support one dwelling unit. Stormwater management or septic recovery areas not
associated with the singe-family dwelling unit on the conservation lot shall not be permitted.
(2)
Design criteria for conservation areas.
(A)
The area of the site required for a conservation parcel or lot shall be determined based on the priorities
established in the review of the sketch plan, may include areas of the site not otherwise more specifically
regulated by this Subtitle, and should be one parcel or lot to the extent possible.
(B)
Conservation areas shall connect with existing and potential conservation areas on abutting sites to encourage
corridors of compatible site characteristics, unless it is found to be impractical due to topography, spacing or
existing natural barriers.
(C)
Naturally contiguous conservation areas shall not be divided for the sole purposes of obtaining allowable
density.
(D)
Fragmentation of the conservation area into small, irregularly shaped conservation parcels and lots shall be
avoided.
(E)
Farm structures shall be retained whenever possible.
(F)
The subdivision layout shall be designed to minimize potential adverse impacts on existing farm operations.
(G)
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Woodland and wildlife habitat conservation required for the area of conservation parcels or lots may be provided
at an off-site location, only if it is necessary to preserve the rural and agricultural landscape.
(H)
Septic recovery areas and stormwater management facilities may be located on a conservation parcel to be
maintained by the homeowners' association if there is no adverse impact to the character of that area of land, and
it is demonstrated that the residential development area cannot support these facilities. Stormwater management
facilities in conservation parcels should not include typical dry ponds with associated steep slopes, dams, mowed
areas, fencing or unsightly overflow structures. Farm ponds, bioretention ponds, naturally contoured ponds and
wet ponds with wetland edges and no visible structures are permitted on the conservation parcel which is to be
maintained by the homeowners' association. Septic recovery areas within conservation parcels to be maintained
by the homeowners' association should be designed to appear to be part of the existing landscape.
(h)
Residential development area.
(1)
The residential development area shall include individual lots, recreational facilities, community or individual
septic recovery areas, stormwater management facilities, and all easements and streets serving these lots.
(2)
Layout Design Criteria
(A)
Internal streets shall be sited to maintain the existing grade as much as possible.
(B)
Lots and the siting of dwellings shall be arranged and sufficiently set back to preserve views of the site
characteristics from streets and abutting properties.
(C)
Dwellings should not be located in the center of open fields or on a ridgeline.
(D)
Existing farm roads and driveways should be incorporated into the internal street or trail design where possible.
(E)
Access to all lots should be from interior streets and easements.
(F)
Dwellings and streets should be located at the edges of woodlands or situated in a manner that will maximize the
amount of contiguous wooded area left intact.
(G)
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Proposed street and driveway crossings through wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes, and streams are prohibited,
unless the crossing will provide more efficient lot and street layout that provides less net disturbance of these
features than an alternative layout.
(H)
Trees on ridgelines should be preserved.
(I)
Dwellings should be located a minimum of forty (40) feet from any environmentally regulated area, including
woodland conservation areas.
(3)
Lot specific design criteria.
(A)
Buildings and driveways shall be sited to maintain the existing grade as much as possible.
(B)
A variety of lot sizes and lot widths should be provided within clusters of dwellings in order to prevent visual
monotony. Since the variety of lot sizes and lot widths in a Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision may be
limited, to the extent that such variation is impracticable, the applicant may provide a variety of house facades
and enhanced streetscape elements for lighting, landscaping and sidewalks.
(C)
Dwellings should be sited to avoid the rears being oriented toward the fronts of other dwellings and external
streets. A landscape plan may be required to provide for the buffer of views of the rear and sides of dwellings
from all streets and easements and the fronts of other dwellings.
(D)
Direct driveway access for individual lots onto perimeter streets shall be avoided unless necessary for safety
reasons or for some other benefit such as environmental preservation.
(E)
Large expanses of driveways and parking areas shall not be visible from the external streets and abutting
properties.
(4)
Stormwater management. The applicant shall utilize low impact development (LID) techniques, unless
otherwise authorized by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. For purposes of this
Section, "low impact development (LID) techniques" refer to stormwater management designs that
accommodate stormwater through the use of existing hydrological site features and by reducing impervious
surfaces (roadways), curbs, and gutters; decreasing the use of storm drain piping, inlet structures; and
eliminating or decreasing the size of stormwater ponds. Due to the constraints associated with the lot sizes in a
Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision, traditional stormwater management designs and practices may need to
be utilized, particularly adjacent to lots of less than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet where urban street
construction utilizing sidewalks should be provided. However, the use of LID and integrated management
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practices shall be encouraged to enhance stormwater management. Such integrated management practices may
include bioretention, dry wells, filter buffer, infiltration trenches and similar techniques.
(5)
Gateway signs permitted pursuant to Section 27-624 shall be reviewed by the Urban Design Section prior to the
approval of the sign permit for compatibility with the character of the surrounding and proposed community.
(6)
Lighting techniques should be utilized that decrease adverse impacts on the adjoining and abutting properties.
(i)
Scenic and historic roads. Development along a designated scenic or historic road shall conform to the following
standards:
(1)
There should be no views of the rears of dwellings from the road.
(2)
Engineered berms for screening purposes are not permitted unless they are constructed to mimic natural
contours.
(3)
Fencing along the road shall be rural in character.
(4)
Views from scenic and historic roads shall be preserved or may be created through the installation of
landscaping that mimics natural conditions.
(5)
Trees and vegetation shall not be removed within the required setback unless in accordance with an approved
tree conservation plan.
(6)
Existing slopes and tree tunnels along the street frontage should be retained, unless required to be removed by
the Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) or the State Highway Administration (SHA) for
frontage improvements.
(7)
Buildings that are located within two hundred (200) feet from the street should be sited such that the principal
entrance is oriented toward the street.
(8)
A scenic easement shall be provided along the frontage of a designated scenic or historic road abutting the 10foot public utility easement. The scenic easement shall be a minimum of forty (40) feet and increased where
appropriate to retain unique characteristics of the scenic and historic character of the road.
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(9)
In general, access (public and private) to a scenic or historic road should be limited to the extent possible unless
for safety reasons or for some other benefit such as environmental preservation, or to implement the stated
purposes of this Division.
(10)
Septic recovery areas shall not be permitted within the scenic easement, unless determined appropriate.
(j)
Streets.
(1)
A conservation subdivision may be served by public and private streets, and access easements.
(2)
Access authorized pursuant to Section 24-128(b)(1), (3) and (11) of the Subdivision Regulations may be deemed
adequate to serve lots of any net lot area. Access easements designed in accordance with Section 24-128(b)(1)
may be deemed adequate to serve a maximum of eight (8) lots. The access easement shall provide a passing area
when determined appropriate.
(k)
Criteria for approval. The Planning Board shall find that the conservation subdivision:
(1)
Fulfills the purpose and conforms to the regulations and standards for a conservation subdivision.
(2)
Achieves the best possible relationship between the development and the conservation of site characteristics as
prioritized in the sketch plan and preliminary plan.
(3)
Because the use of the Conservation Subdivision technique in the Developed or Developing Tier is optional, the
Planning Board shall also find that the proposed plan is clearly superior to that which could be achieved through
the use of conventional development standards and clearly meets the purposes of the Conservation Subdivision
technique. Lot yield shall be a secondary consideration to achieving the purposes of the Public Benefit
Conservation Subdivision in assessing whether a proposed plan is clearly superior.
(l)
Preliminary plan. In addition to the information required for a major subdivision provided in Section 24-119, the
preliminary plan for a conservation subdivision shall:
(1)
Include all information required in the sketch plan process, including the proposed purpose (scenic, historic,
agricultural, or environmental) of the conservation area(s);
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(2)
Include as a separate exhibit for any application in the Developed or Developing Tier, a reasonable and
achievable lotting pattern reflecting the minimum conventional standards of the existing zoning of the property;
and
(3)
Include a draft conservation easement document.
(m)
Final plat notation. The following shall be included on the final plat:
(1)
A statement that the property is approved for a conservation subdivision and that further subdivision may not be
permitted; and
(2)
The limit of the conservation easement and the legal description (liber and folio) of the conservation easement
deed.
(n)
Ownership/maintenance. The conservation area shall be owned and controlled by an individual, homeowners'
association, public or private organization, land trust, or corporation. The owner shall assume all responsibility
for maintenance and continued protection of the conservation area. An ownership and maintenance agreement as
part of the conservation easement deed shall be approved by the Planning Board, recorded among the Land
Records of Prince George's County, and referenced on the record plat of subdivision.
(o)
Easements. An easement agreement shall be recorded in the Land Records of Prince George's County for the
conservation area, prior to the approval of the final plat. The easement agreement shall be approved by the
Prince George's County Planning Board (or its designee) prior to recordation. The easement shall run with the
land, shall be in full force and effect in perpetuity, and shall describe and identify the following:
(1)
The location and size of the conservation areas;
(2)
Existing improvements on the conservation areas;
(3)
Provisions that prohibit future development of the conservation areas;
(4)
The purpose of the conservation area;
(5)
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Provisions for a prohibition on future subdivision of the conservation area;
(6)
Provisions for maintenance and ownership of the conservation area;
(7)
Responsibility for enforcement of the easement;
(8)
Provisions for succession in the event that one of the parties to an easement agreement should be dissolved; and
(9)
Regardless of who the owner of a conservation area is or will be, there shall be an additional party to the
easement in addition to the property owner:
(A)
A land conservation organization that is:
(i)
A not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization within the meaning of Section (501)(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Service Code;
(ii)
Established to promote the preservation and protection of natural, historic and agricultural resources; and
(iii)
Party to a cooperative agreement with the Maryland Environmental Trust committing to follow the Land Trust
Alliance's Standards and Practices in any easement it holds; or
(B)
A local governmental agency, upon the demonstration by the applicant that they have exhausted all reasonable
efforts to obtain an agreement with a private non-profit organization. If the conservation area is dedicated to the
local government agency in fee simple, there does not have to be an additional party to the easement; however,
the conservation easement shall be in perpetuity and in a form acceptable to the Maryland Environmental Trust.
(p)
Definitions. The terms used in this Section have the same meaning as that assigned in Sections 24-101 and 27107.01 of the County Code, unless a different meaning is assigned below. The following terms used in this
Subsection are defined as follows:
(1)
Internal Yard: A yard that does not abut the external tract area property lines and streets.
(2)
Perimeter Street: A street that is not internal to the proposed subdivision.
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(3)
Net Lot Area: The contiguous lot area located outside of the 100-year floodplain, and regulated environmental
features as defined by Section 24-101.
(4)
Conservation Area: The areas of a site identified for preservation and characterized primarily as scenic,
agricultural, historic or environmental. The term does not necessarily include areas of the site to be preserved as
required by Section 24-130 of this Subtitle. The conservation area to be placed in a conservation easement,
required by this Division, is determined with the sketch plan and preliminary plan process and is contained in a
conservation lot or parcel. Areas regulated by Section 24-130 that are outside the conservation area shall also be
placed in a conservation easement.
(5)
Conservation Lot: A lot that contains areas of required conservation to be preserved in a conservation easement
required by this Division. One (1) dwelling unit is permitted on each conservation lot and shall be included in
the calculation of allowable density of the net tract area, and shall be located outside the conservation easement.
(6)
Conservation Parcel: A parcel that contains areas of required conservation to be preserved in a conservation
easement required by this Division, that does not support density. A conservation parcel may be owned and
controlled by an individual, homeowners' association, public or private organization, land trust or corporation. A
conservation parcel may contain stormwater management and septic recovery areas associated with the
residential development area, if the land is to be conveyed to the homeowners' association, if there is no adverse
impact to the character of that area of land, and it is demonstrated that the residential development area cannot
support these facilities.
(7)
Residential Development Area: The area of a site permitted for the development of single-family dwelling units,
not including the area of a conservation lot associated with the dwelling unit.
(8)
Unique Characteristic: Includes, but is not limited to, specimen trees, barns, hedgerows, hills, cemeteries; and
areas, features, structures or development of cultural significance.
(CB-4-2006; CB-33-2008; CB-26-2010; CB-104-2012; CB-28-2014)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-26-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
SUBTITLE 24A. - RESERVED.
Editor's note— This Subtitle was repealed by CB-17-2020.
SUBTITLE 25. - TREES AND VEGETATION.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
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Sec. 25-101. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subtitle:
(1)
Beautification Committee shall mean the tree planting committee established in Section 2-343 and its duly
authorized representatives.
(2)
Forest Wardens shall mean the person appointed by the Director of the State Department of Forests and Parks to
carry out the pruning, planting and maintenance of roadside trees in the County.
(3)
Roadside tree shall mean all trees and shrubs that may be growing within the right-of-way of any street.
(4)
Shade tree shall mean shade and ornamental trees, plants, and shrubbery located or planted in any street in the
County.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6; CB-27-2010)
Sec. 25-102. - Beautification Committee; powers and duties.
The Beautification Committee may advise and make recommendations to the Department of Public Works as to
plans of planting, caring for and protecting roadside trees and shade trees. The Committee may also designate
species of such trees to be planted and recommend methods and times for planting. The Department of Public
Works is encouraged to cooperate with and to coordinate the Committee's suggestions as far as possible with its
regulatory policies.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-103. - Application for consent; procedure.
(a)
Where the permission, consent or approval of the Department of Public Works or the State Department of
Forests and Parks is required by the provisions of this Subtitle, or by any other law, any person required to
obtain such permission, consent or approval shall first make application to the Department of Public Works.
(b)
Where the permission, consent or approval of the State Department of Forests and Parks is required, such
approval shall be subject to the appointment of the administrator of the Department of Public Works to the office
of Forest Warden. The appointment shall be made by the Director of the State Department of Forests and Parks.
Such appointment shall be under supervision of the Director of the State Department of Forests and Parks.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-104. - Prohibited acts relating to trees and shrubs.
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(a)
No person shall do or cause to be done by others any of the following acts to any shade tree, shrub or plant
without the permission of the Department of Public Works:
(1)
Plant, care and maintain;
(2)
Cut, prune, mutilate or in any manner injure;
(3)
Cut, disturb or interfere in any way with any roots; or,
(4)
Spray with any chemical.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-105. - Prohibited acts relating to roadside trees.
(a)
No person shall do or cause to be done by others any of the following acts to any roadside tree, without the
permission of the Department of Public Works and the State Department of Forests and Parks:
(1)
Plant, care, and maintain;
(2)
Cut, prune, mutilate, or in any manner injure; or
(3)
Cut, disturb, or interfere in any way with any roots.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-106. - Open space around tree trunks.
An open space of not less than two (2) feet outside the trunks of trees at their bases on all sides shall be provided
on all trees on any street, except where limited by a previously established curb or sidewalk.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-107. - Protection of trees during construction.
In the erection, altering, or repairing of any building or structure, the owner, or contractor shall place such
guards around all nearby trees in streets as will effectively prevent injury to such trees.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
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Sec. 25-108. - Protection of trees during excavations; roots.
(a)
No person shall do any excavating within two (2) feet of any tree or shrub on any street without the written
permission of the Department of Public Works, and a permit from the State Department of Forests and Parks.
(b)
Where in an authorized excavation it becomes necessary to expose or cut roots more than one (1) inch in
diameter of a tree on any street, it shall be the duty of the contractor to protect such roots, under advice from the
Department of Public Works. The contractor shall obtain a permit from the Department of Public Works, and
obtain a permit from the State Department of Forests and Parks.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-109. - Pruning and removal of trees for utility wires.
Any utility company or its agent may, with prior permission from the Department of Public Works and
Transportation and the State Department of Natural Resources prune and remove trees for line clearance of
utility wires.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6; CB-40-2019)
Sec. 25-110. - Removal of utility wires; option.
(a)
When necessary to prune or remove any tree in a street any person having utility wires running through such
street shall temporarily remove such utility wires within twenty-four (24) hours after the service of a notice from
the Department of Public Works and Transportation upon the owner of such utility wires, or his agent.
(b)
Any utility company, instead of temporarily removing service wires, shall have the option of pruning, topping or
removing such trees under the direction of the Department of Public Works and Transportation and the State
Department of Natural Resources.
(c)
Emergency means, as used in Section 25-109 and Section 25-110 of this Division, a serious, sudden, and
unexpected happening or unforeseen occurrence or condition that requires immediate corrective action to protect
the safety of the general public or to restore service. Removal of utility wires shall be within a twenty-four-hour
period after notice for emergency situations, with the exception of service supplied by electric companies, set
forth in the Downed Wire Response Standard, COMAR Sec. 20.50.12.07.
(d)
Emergency — The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement is authorized to fine, stop work, and
take other remedial actions, as needed.
(e)
Non-Emergency Removal — Notwithstanding Section 25-110(a) through (d) of this Division, utilities shall
remove other downed utility wires within thirty (30) calendar days of a utility being made aware of a downed
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utility wire, and the County shall establish a process to notify all utilities when a complaint is made and may
impose a civil fine(s), as set forth in Section 25-110(f), if utility wires are not removed in that time period.
(f)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement is authorized to issue a civil fine of Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00) for a first offense and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for each subsequent offense, to a utility
company that fails to comply with either/and Sections 25-110(a), 25-110(b), 25-110(c), 25-110(d), 25-110(e),
respectively, as set forth herein, in this Division.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6; CB-40-2019)
Sec. 25-111. - Obstructing air or water access to trees.
No person, without the permission of the Department of Public Works, shall place or maintain, or cause to be
placed or maintained, upon the ground in a street any stone, cement, sidewalk or other substance which impedes
the free access of air and water to the roots of any tree or shrub in any street, or which will injure any tree or
shrub.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-112. - Use of certain substances restricted.
No person shall place salt, brine, oil, weed killers or other substances injurious to plant growth in any street in
such a manner as to injure any tree or shrub growing on such street.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-113. - Injuring trees by fire or fumes.
No person shall build any fire or station any kettle, road roller or other engine in any street in such a manner that
its hot vapors or fumes may injure any tree or shrub growing on such street.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-114. - Operation of vehicles and machinery.
Automobiles, trucks and other vehicles, shovels and all other implements, machines and tools shall be used or
operated in such a manner as not to damage or destroy any tree, shrub or plant in any street.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-115. - Attachment of wires or devices to trees.
No person, without the consent of the Department of Public Works, shall attach or fasten any wire, insulator or
other device for holding any wires to any tree or shrub in any street.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
Sec. 25-116. - Damaging tree guards prohibited.
No person, without the consent of the Department of Public Works shall remove or damage any guard or device
placed to protect any tree or shrub.
(Gen. Res. No. 20-1967, Sec. 6)
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DIVISION 2. - WOODLAND AND WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION ORDINANCE.
Sec. 25-117. - Policy; Purpose.
(a)
Policy.
(1)
It is the policy of the Prince George's County government to conserve and protect trees, woodlands and wildlife
habitat by requiring site planning techniques and construction practices which prevent adverse affects on these
sensitive environmental features. These efforts shall be coordinated with the implementation of the Countywide
Green Infrastructure Plan and the regulations regarding sensitive environmental features in the County Code.
To implement this policy the County has established:
(A)
Policies and strategies for the conservation of trees, tree canopy, woodlands and wildlife habitat for present and
future citizens of Prince George's County in the General Plan;
(B)
A Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan that provides a long-term vision for the preservation, enhancement and
restoration of designated lands within the network and measurable objectives for plan implementation;
(C)
Requirements for the preservation and protection of trees, woodlands and wildlife habitat having local, state, or
national significance, particularly those trees of notable size, species, historical context or ecological role and
those wildlife habitats that are scarce and in need of protection;
(D)
Procedures to manage the necessary clearing and disturbance of woodlands in ways that promote habitat
protection and the maintenance of healthy vegetation;
(E)
Standards for the protection and enforcement of conservation areas containing trees, woodlands and wildlife
habitat sufficient to maintain and improve water quality and to safeguard ecological and aesthetic values;
(F)
Incentives to conserve and preserve woodland elements through the appropriate use of alternative and innovative
designs; and
(E)
Fines for removing trees, woodlands or wildlife habitat without an approved Tree Conservation Plan or in
violation of an approved plan.
(b)
Purpose.
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(1)
The purpose of this Division is to:
(A)
Preserve, maintain, enhance, and restore woodlands and wildlife habitat for the benefit of County residents and
future generations;
(B)
Establish procedures, standards, and requirements to minimize woodland loss and to protect trees and woodlands
before, during, and after construction or other land disturbing activities;
(C)
Establish procedures, standards and requirements for woodland conservation;
(D)
Establish a fund for future woodland conservation efforts, including afforestation, reforestation, maintenance,
land acquisition and the establishment of tree canopy coverage; and
(E)
Provide a focused and coordinated approach for County woodland conservation activities.
(CB-73-1989; CB-106-1992; CB-51-2004; CB-27-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-118. - Definitions.
(a)
Definitions in Subtitle 27 of this Code (the Zoning Ordinance) shall apply to this Division and shall be
supplemented by the definitions in Subsection (b) of this Section unless otherwise noted herein.
(b)
The following terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Activity: Any grading, site development or forest harvest which requires a permit under Subtitle 4 of the Prince
George's County Code.
(2)
Afforestation: The establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands either through the planting
of trees on an area from which trees have always or very long been absent, or the planting of open areas which
are not presently in forest cover.
(3)
Afforestation threshold: The minimum amount of afforestation or reforestation that is required where the
calculation of a woodland conservation threshold is greater than the acreage of the existing woodlands on-site,
unless a condition of zoning approval has set the threshold to a specific percentage other than that is listed in this
Division.
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(4)
Agricultural activity: Aquaculture and farming activities including plowing, tillage, cropping, installation of best
management practice, seeding, cultivating, the grazing and raising of livestock, sod production and other
products cultivated as part of a recognized commercial enterprise, and harvesting for production of food and
fiber products, excluding forest products. The definition includes tobacco, orchards, nursery stock, Christmas
trees, aquaculture ponds, and other ponds used to conduct farming activities. Activities that result in a change to
a land use other than agriculture are not agricultural activities. Structures or temporary storage areas related to
sale of products are excluded from this definition.
(5)
Agricultural support building: A building other than a human residence necessary to sustain an agricultural
activity.
(6)
Applicant: A person or persons applying for any land development-related plans or permits, including grading
and sediment and erosion control permits.
(7)
Application: A package submitted for review under this Division or Subtitles 4, 24 or 27 of the County Code.
(8)
Approving authority: The body that is responsible for approval of the application, in conformance with this
Division and other applicable sections of County Code.
(9)
Associated plan or application: The application that generates the need for a Tree Conservation Plan or Letter of
Exemption.
(10)
Caliper: The diameter of a tree measured at two inches above the root collar.
(11)
Certified Arborist is an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture or other similarly
recognized certification program.
(12)
Champion tree: The largest tree of its species within the United States, the State of Maryland, County, or
municipality.
(13)
Clearing: The removal of any components which comprise a biological community of woodlands as allowed
herein.
(14)
Conservation area: See "woodland and wildlife habitat conservation".
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(15)
Conservation easement: A recorded easement established for the protection of woodland and wildlife habitat
used to meet the requirements of Subtitle 25-117, Division 2 or for the protection of sensitive environmental
features. Conservation easements shall contain the Primary Management Area and may contain other sensitive
environmental features as determined by the Planning Board.
(16)
Critical habitat: A habitat currently occupied by a rare, threatened, or endangered (RTE) species as determined
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(17)
Critical habitat area: The critical habitat of a rare, threatened or endangered species and its surrounding
protection area. A critical habitat area shall:
(A)
Be likely to contribute to the long-term survival of the species;
(B)
Be likely to be occupied by the species for the foreseeable future; and
(C)
Constitute habitat of the species which is considered critical by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(18)
Declaration of Intent: A signed and notarized statement by a landowner or the landowner's agent as required by
this Division certifying that the forest harvesting activities on the landowner's property:
(A)
Are exempt under this Division;
(B)
Do not circumvent the requirements of this Division or Natural Resources Article, §§ 5-103 and 5-1601—51612, Annotated Code of Maryland; and
(C)
Do not conflict with the purposes of any other Declaration of Intent.
(19)
Destruction of woodland: Any activity that significantly decreases the health or viability of woody vegetation,
including individual trees, in a woodland area. Destruction of woodlands includes, but is not limited to severe
pruning, cutting, girdling, root mat disturbance, understory clearing or chemical/biological poisoning.
Destruction of woodlands does not include control or removal of exotic, invasive or noxious plant species,
removal of dead, dying or hazardous trees and/or forest management conducted in conformance with an
approved forest management plan.
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(20)
Diameter at breast height (DBH): The diameter of a tree measured at 4.5 feet above the ground.
(21)
Disturbance: The movement or removal of soil, impervious surfaces, or vegetation and/or leaf litter.
(22)
Erosion and sediment control plan: A signed and stamped plan approved by the Soil Conservation District.
(23)
Environmental Technical Manual: A technical manual, as approved and amended by the Planning Board from
time to time, that contains the requirements for submissions for conformance with the environmental regulations
of the County Code.
(24)
Exotic plants: Plants that are not native to the mid-Atlantic region but have been introduced to this region and
may displace native species, changing the structure and composition of native plant communities.
(25)
Forest: See "Woodland."
(26)
Forest cover: See "Woodland."
(27)
Forest harvesting: A tree-cutting operation affecting one or more acres of forest or developed woodland within a
one-year interval that disturbs 5,000 square feet or more of forest floor. Forest harvesting does not include
grubbing and clearing of root mass. Forest harvesting is also known as "timber harvesting".
(27.1)
Forest harvest plan: A plan drawn to scale showing the regulated environmental features, the areas to be
harvested, staging areas, proposed stream crossings, and the forest harvesting methods proposed for each area to
be harvested.
(28)
Forest interior: Woodlands that are located a minimum of 300 feet from the nearest forest edge.
(29)
Forest interior dwelling species (FIDS): Species of birds which require large, connected forested tracts in order
to breed successfully as described in the Technical Manual.
(30)
Forest interior dwelling species (FIDS) habitat: Woodland areas of sufficient size as to be favorable to the
breeding of forest interior dwelling bird species which are assumed to be present if the majority of the forest is
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dominated by pole-sized or larger trees (five inches or greater diameter at breast height), or has a closed canopy;
and meets one the following conditions:
(A)
The woodlands are a minimum of 50 acres in size and contain at least 10 acres of "forest interior" habitat which
is located more than 300 feet from the nearest forest edge; or
(B)
Riparian forests at least 50 acres in size with a minimum average width of 300 feet within the watershed of a
regulated stream.
(31)
Forest management activity: Activities such as the harvesting of forest products, thinning, wildlife habitat
management, and watershed protection as identified on an approved Forest Management Plan.
(32)
Forest Management Plan: A plan signed and sealed by a Licensed Professional Forester that establishes best
conservation and management practices for a landowner in assessment of the resource values of forested
properties. A Forest Management Plan shall be prepared and approved in conformance with the Environmental
Technical Manual and shall outline forest management activities needed to meet the stated objectives for a
minimum of four years.
(33)
Forest products: Trees removed from a site using selective or clear-cutting methods for commercial use. Forest
products do not include mushrooms, nuts, berries or similar items.
(34)
Forest Stand Delineation (FSD): A detailed accounting of woody vegetation, prepared in plan and document
form, as required by this Division, and as explained in the Technical Manual.
(35)
Government project: Projects conducted by or for any public or quasi-public agency. A project is deemed a
government project if all or a portion of the funding comes from governmental sources.
(36)
Hazardous tree: Any tree where a hazardous condition is present which would lead a knowledgeable person
trained in the field of arboriculture to believe that the specific condition could result in the tree or a portion of
the tree falling and striking a structure or activity area (target), thus threatening property damage and/or personal
injury.
(37)
Habitat enhancement: The removal of exotic or invasive species and/or the planting of native plants to improve
the quality of the vegetation within an area designated for woodland conservation.
(38)
Historic tree: A tree that is part of a historic site or associated with a historic structure.
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(39)
Invasive non-native vegetation: See "invasive species".
(40)
Invasive species: A plant as identified in the Technical Manual or related sources that shows a tremendous
capacity for reproduction and distribution which results in a negative impact on native plant species or
environmental, economic, or public welfare priorities.
(41)
Landscaping: The installation of trees and shrubs in an area that is formally maintained over time. Landscaped
areas that are not planted to meet the minimum stocking levels required by this subtitle are not considered
afforestation areas.
(42)
Letter of Exemption: A letter prepared based on required information to verify that the site or the proposed
activity is exempt from this Division.
(43)
Licensed forester: An individual who is licensed by the Maryland State Board of Foresters to practice forestry,
as defined in Business Occupations and Professions, §§ 7-101—7-602, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(44)
Linear project: A project whose configuration is elongated with nearly parallel sides and is used to transport a
utility product or public service not otherwise contained in an application, such as electricity, gas, water, sewer,
communications, trains, and vehicles. Linear projects may traverse fee simple properties through defined
boundaries, or established easement rights.
(45)
Logging: See "forest harvesting."
(46)
Maintenance agreement: The short-term management agreement associated with afforestation or reforestation
plans required under this Division and the Natural Resources Article, § 5-1605, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(47)
Mitigation: The off-setting of forest values lost due to the destruction of woodlands without a permit or contrary
to an approved tree conservation plan by replanting woodlands or other means in conformance with this
Division.
(48)
Municipal tree planting plan or program: A plan or program prepared and adopted by a municipality for tree
planting and/or preservation within the jurisdiction.
(49)
Native plant species: Plants that are native to the Mid-Atlantic region, as identified in the Technical Manual.
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(50)
Natural regeneration: The establishment or re-establishment of a biological community of woodlands from
nearby seed sources without afforestation.
(51)
Natural Resource Inventory (NRI): A plan map and supporting documentation that provides all required
information regarding the existing physical and environmental conditions on a site that is approved by the
Planning Director or designee as described in the document the Environmental Technical Manual as approved
and amended by the Planning Board from time to time.
(52)
Net tract area: For the purposes of this Division, the gross tract area minus the approved 100-year floodplain and
areas previously dedicated for public use.
(53)
Off-site: Land that is not part of the subject application.
(54)
Off-site clearing: Clearing related to the subject application that occurs outside the limits of the subject
application.
(55)
Off-site woodland conservation: The fulfillment of any portion of the conservation requirement for a property at
an off-site location.
(56)
One-hundred year floodplain: A delineation of the one-hundred year floodplain in conformance with Subtitle 27
of this Code.
(57)
On-site: On the same lot or parcel or combination of lots and parcels as the subject application.
(58)
Permitee: Any person to whom a permit is issued pursuant to this Division.
(59)
Planning Director: The director of the Prince George's County Planning Department of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(60)
Preservation: The protection of existing woodlands for the purpose of meeting the requirements of this Division.
(61)
Previously dedicated land: Land that was dedicated for some other public use prior to submission of the first tree
conservation plan application. This term typically applies to road dedications.
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(61.1)
Priority Funding Area: The Priority Funding Areas of Prince George's County as determined by the Maryland
Department of Planning per § 5-7B-02.
(62)
Qualified professional: A licensed forester, a licensed landscape architect, or other qualified professional
approved by the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources who has not had their approved qualified
professional status revoked by the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(63)
Reforestation: The re-establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands through the planting of
trees on an area from which trees were recently removed.
(63.1)
Regulated Environmental Features: Regulated streams, nontidal wetlands, and their associated buffers inclusive
of any Primary Management Area(s).
(64)
Seedling: An un-branched woody plant, less than 24 inches in height and having a caliper of less than one-half
inch measured at two inches above the root collar.
(65)
Specimen tree: Trees having a diameter at breast height of 30 inches or more; trees having 75% or more of the
diameter at breast height of the current champion of that species; or a particularly impressive or unusual example
of a species due to its size, shape, age or any other trait that epitomizes the character of the species. This
definition includes all the United States, the State of Maryland and County, or municipality champion trees.
(66)
Tree: A plant with a woody stem capable of achieving a height of at least 20 feet at maturity.
(67)
Tree Conservation Plan (TCP): A site map that delineates woodland conservation areas and associated text that
details requirements, penalties, and/or mitigation in conformance with this Division and the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(68)
Tree Management Plan: A plan and text prepared to describe specific methods to be implemented before, during
and after construction to ensure the preservation of designated trees.
(69)
Tree protection devices: Those devices that are required to be installed prior to the clearing and grading of a site
for the protection of preserved areas, areas to be planted, and/or around specimen, champion or historic trees.
These devices may be temporary or permanent as specified on the TCP. Tree protection devices for afforestation
or reforestation areas may be installed after tree planting if the areas are shown to be graded.
(70)
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Understory vegetation: Plants growing in association with trees in a woodland. The understory includes the
biological community of plants that includes trees, shrubs and forbs that grow under the shaded canopy of larger
trees and is a vital component of a perpetual woodland.
(71)
Whip: An un-branched woody plant greater than 24 inches in height and having a caliper of less than one inch
measured at two inches above the root collar.
(72)
Woodland: A perpetual biological community dominated by trees and other woody or herbaceous plants
covering a land area of 10,000 square feet or greater. This includes areas that have at least 100 trees per acre
with at least 50 trees that are 2 inches or greater in diameter at breast height. This also includes areas that have
been forest harvested where the stumps remain in place for future regeneration. The terms "woodland," "forest,"
and "forest cover" are synonymous and do not include orchards or other areas without multiple layers of woody
and herbaceous vegetation.
(73)
The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual ("The Technical Manual"): The chapter of
the Prince George's County Environmental Technical Manual, as approved and amended by the Planning Board
from time to time, that establishes standards for the implementation of this Division.
(74)
Woodland conservation area: An area of preservation of existing woodlands, reforestation, afforestation, natural
regeneration, landscaping or other approved method that has been specifically identified for protection or
restoration on an approved TCP in order to satisfy the requirements of this Division.
(75)
Woodland conservation threshold: The minimum requirement for any site calculated as a percentage of the net
tract area with the percentage based on its zoning per Subtitle 25-121 or by a condition of zoning approval.
(76)
Woodland conservation bank: A lot or parcel, or portions of a lot or parcel, that has been intentionally preserved
or afforested as perpetual woodlands and has been protected by the documents recorded in the land records for
the purpose of meeting the requirements of this Division for land development activities occurring on another
property in the county.
(77)
Woodland retained - assumed cleared: Existing woodlands that are not proposed to be cleared with the initial
development, which are not credited to meet the requirements of this Division and have a high likelihood of
being cleared in the future. In the determination of the woodland conservation requirement, areas labeled
"woodland retained - assumed cleared" are calculated as cleared. Areas labeled "woodland retained - assumed
cleared" may be removed during the development process or after bond release without requiring a revision to
the TCP.
(78)
Woodland retained - not credited: Existing woodlands that are not proposed to be cleared and are not credited to
meet to meet the requirements of this Division because the areas do not meet the required standards to be
credited as woodland conservation. In the determination of the woodland conservation requirement, areas
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labeled "woodland retained - not credited" are not calculated as cleared. Areas labeled "woodland retained - not
credited" on individual residential lots less than one acre in size may be removed after bond release on the
project without a revision to the TCP.
(79)
Woody vegetation: Plants with persistent stems lasting more than one year and increasing in diameter annually.
(CB-27-2010; CB-32-2011; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-119. - Applicability.
(a)
General
(1)
Except as provided in (b) below, this Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Division applies to:
(A)
All applications pursuant to Subtitles 4 (Building Code), 24 (Subdivision Ordinance) and 27 (Zoning Ordinance)
of the County Code;
(B)
All activities by a public utility;
(C)
All activities of a unit of County or municipal government; and
(D)
All activities delegated to the local jurisdiction by the State.
(2)
Applications shall contain the proper type of tree conservation plans (TCPs) as follows:
(A)
Applications for a Conceptual Site Plan, a Comprehensive Design Plan, a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision, or
other conceptual plans shall include a Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan (TCP1) or a Standard Letter of Exemption.
(B)
Applications for a Special Exception, Detailed Site Plan (including Minor and Major Detailed Site Plans),
Specific Design Plan, grading permit or other similarly detailed plans shall include a Type 2 Tree Conservation
Plan (TCP2) or a Standard Letter of Exemption. If a site requires approval of a TCP2 with an associated land
development application, the TCP2 shall not be reviewed independently of the associated plan.
(3)
All plans and associated information shall be prepared in conformance with the Environmental Technical
Manual as approved by the Planning Board and amended by then from time to time.
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(4)
All submittals required by this Division shall be prepared by a qualified professional and shall contain a stamp
or certification from the qualified professional who prepared the plans and the plans shall contain an original
signature and date applied by the preparer. If there are three documented cases of plan submittals that do not
meet the minimum threshold requirements for submittal in conformance with this Division and the Technical
Manual within a time frame of one year, the Planning Director may recommend to the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources that a qualified professional's ability to submit plans under this Division be suspended.
(5)
All land that has an approved TCP associated with it is subject to the notice requirements as defined in Subtitle
2, Sec. 2-162.01(e) of the County Code. At time of contract signing, the seller of any land subject to a TCP shall
provide the buyer with a copy of the approved plan.
(6)
Within thirty (30) days from receipt of a proposed TCP, the applicant shall be notified whether the plan is
complete. This deadline may be extended for extenuating circumstances.
(7)
A Forest Stand Delineation (FSD), Natural Resource Inventory (NRI), or a TCP may be revoked by the Planning
Board or its designee for cause, including violation of conditions of the plan, obtaining a plan approval by
misrepresentation of a material fact, failing to disclose a relevant or material fact, or a material change in
conditions. Applicants, permit holders, or property owners shall be notified of the revocation in writing. Within
thirty (30) days of the date of that letter, a hearing before the Planning Board may be requested by the applicants,
permit holders, or property owners.
(8)
Proposed woodland conservation areas, either on-site, or off-site as part of a woodland conservation bank, shall
be free of any previous encumbrance which is not consistent with the requirements of this Division, including
but not limited to easements which specifically protect woodlands for another purpose, utility easements,
approved TCPs for other development, deed restrictions, and declarations of covenants for woodland
conservation banking, prior to encumbering the area to fulfill on-site woodland conservation requirements or as
an off-site woodland conservation bank. Property that is subject to an agricultural preservation easement shall
not be precluded from having a woodland conservation easement.
(b)
Exemptions from this Division
(1)
General
(A)
All development applications for land outside of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area shall submit either a TCP or
a Letter of Exemption.
(B)
Letters of Exemption cannot be issued for properties that have a previously approved and valid TCP, unless the
TCP has expired.
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(C)
If an application is revised to include additional lots or parcels the exemption status shall be re-evaluated.
(D)
Trimming, planting or removal of trees in the public right-of-way does not require a Letter of Exemption;
however, a permit in accordance with the Maryland Roadside Tree Care Law is required.
(E)
When public utility projects exempted under The Maryland Forest Conservation Act are proposed as described
below, they are considered exempt from this Division and a Letter of Exemption is not required. When this work
occurs on a site where the affected woodlands have been used to meet a requirement of this Division, then the
TCP for that site shall be revised to show the impacts and address mitigation requirements.
(i)
The cutting or clearing of public utility rights-of-way licensed under Public Utility Companies, §§ 7-207 and 7208 or 7-205, Annotated Code of Maryland, or land for electric generating stations licensed under Public Utility
Companies, §§ 7-207 and 7-208 or 7-205, Annotated Code of Maryland, if:
(aa)
Required certificates of public convenience and necessity have been issued in accordance with Natural
Resources Article, § 5-1603(f), Annotated Code of Maryland; and
(bb)
Cutting or clearing of the woodlands is conducted to minimize the loss of woodlands.
(ii)
Routine maintenance or emergency repairs of public utility rights-of-way licensed under Public Utility
Companies, §§ 7-207 and 7-208 or 7-205, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(2)
If required, a Standard Letter of Exemption shall be issued by the Planning Director or designee prior to the
submission of any land development application requiring a review for conformance with this Division.
(A)
Requests for Letters of Exemption shall be made by the submission of an application package to the Planning
Director or designee. All application packages shall include an application form, a check for the appropriate fee
made payable to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and a plan drawn to scale and
signed by a professional engineer, land surveyor, landscape architect or qualified professional showing sufficient
information so that a determination can be made regarding the exemption status. A Simplified FSD may be
required to be submitted if the information submitted is not sufficient to make a determination regarding the
exemption status of an application.
(B)
A letter either granting or denying the exemption shall be issued within 20 calendar days of acceptance of a
complete application package.
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(C)
Letters of Exemption are valid for two years from date of issuance and must be submitted either as part of a land
development application that would otherwise require a TCP or at the time of grading permit application. If the
associated application or permit expires, the Letter of Exemption also expires.
(3)
If an activity occurs on the property covered by a Letter of Exemption that results in the exemption no longer
being valid:
(A)
The exemption is considered null and void and a TCP shall be required as appropriate; and/or
(B)
There shall be an enforcement action taken by the County, as appropriate.
(4)
Standard Letters of Exemption
(A)
A Standard Letter of Exemption shall be issued when a lot or parcel or combination of lots and parcels is less
than 40,000 square feet in area.
(B)
A Standard Letter of Exemption shall be issued when a lot or parcel or combination of lots and parcels of any
size has less than 10,000 square feet of woodland and is not subject to a previously approved TCP. If a lot or
parcel that was determined to be exempt using this provision becomes reforested to the point where more than
10,000 square feet of woodlands exist prior to issuance of a grading permit, the exemption may be revoked by
the Planning Director or designee.
(C)
A Standard Letter of Exemption is not required to be issued when the proposed activities are within the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area because activities within the Critical Area are subject to Subtitle 5B. If a portion
of a property is outside the Critical Area, that portion of the property shall be evaluated for conformance with
this Division.
(D)
A Standard Letter of Exemption shall be issued for any property that will be reviewed by the State of Maryland
Department of Natural Resources. These properties include, but are not limited to land owned by the State of
Maryland. A letter from the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources stating that they are taking
jurisdiction over the review of a project shall be provided with any application package. The Standard Letter of
Exemption and the state approved Forest Conservation Plan shall accompany all local applications.
(E)
A Standard Letter of Exemption may be issued when local government projects utilizing state funds are
proposed and a letter from the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources is provided stating that they
will be reviewing the project.
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(F)
A Standard Letter of Exemption may be issued when a proposal is submitted that shows the minimum cutting or
clearing of trees or woodlands necessary in compliance with the requirements of 14 C.F.R. § 77.25 relating to
objects affecting navigable airspace, provided that the Federal Aviation Administration has determined that the
trees are a hazard to aviation.
(G)
A Standard Letter of Exemption may be issued when state funded road or highway construction projects are
proposed. A letter from the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources stating that they are taking
jurisdiction over the review of the project shall be provided with the application package.
(5)
A Numbered Letter of Exemption may be issued when an activity or series of activities results in the cumulative
disturbance of less than 5,000 square feet of woodland during a five-year period on a site that otherwise would
be subject to this Division. A Numbered Letter of Exemption is issued so that the site can be tracked and
mapped over the five-year period to ensure that the cumulative disturbance is less than 5,000 square feet.
(A)
A Numbered Letter of Exemption shall not be issued for properties that are required to submit applications as
part of the land development process for the activity proposed.
(B)
A Numbered Letter of Exemption may be issued for linear projects that disturb less than 20,000 square feet of
woodland if any of the land involved is not subject to a previously approved TCP. Linear projects that disturb
less than 20,000 square feet of woodland are exempt and may obtain a Numbered Exemption Letter if none of
the associated properties are subject to a previously approved TCP.
(6)
A Numbered Letter of Exemption may be issued when commercial logging and forest harvesting operations are
proposed on properties in the Open Space (O-S), Residential-Agriculture (R-A), Residential-Estate (R-E) and
the Rural Residential (R-R) zones provided that the paragraphs (A) and (B) below have been addressed. If a
permit other than a harvesting permit is applied for on the same portion of the property within five years of the
exemption approval, a TCP shall be required and the exemption for harvesting shall be considered null and void.
(A)
The Letter of Exemption application shall include an executed Declaration of Intent as provided for in Section
25-118 of this Division. The Declaration must be filed with and approved by the Prince George's County
Department of Public Works and Transportation; and
(B)
The Letter of Exemption application shall include an approved Forest Management Plan for the entire tract.
(c)
Plan Review and Conformance
(1)
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The approval authority for TCPs is the same as that of the associated application.
(A)
If a TCP1 has been approved for a site, all subsequent TCP2 plans must be in conformance with the TCP1.
(i)
If the TCP2 is to be approved by the Planning Board, conformance with the TCP1 shall be determined by the
Planning Board.
(ii)
If a TCP2 is to be approved by the Planning Director or designee, it shall be in conformance with this Division
and in conformance with the TCP1 as follows:
(aa)
Any proposed reduction in the total woodland conservation on the site shall not exceed the greater of 5,000
square feet or 5 percent of the area of on-site woodland conservation originally approved; or
(bb)
The proposed change in the location or type of woodland conservation shall not exceed the greater of 10,000
square feet or 10% of the area of woodland conservation originally approved; or
(cc)
The proposed change or reduction results from governmental requirements; or
(dd)
Specimen, champion or historic trees specifically identified for preservation will not be adversely affected.
(ee)
The proposed TCP2 continues to meet all required elements of this Division.
(ff)
The TCP2 does not affect lots already sold to builders or homeowners.
(iii)
If a criterion in (ii.) above cannot be met, the TCP2 shall be duly advertised and the approval authority becomes
the Planning Board.
(B)
If no TCP1 exists and one is not required, each TCP2 shall be in conformance with this Division. If a permit is
subject to this Division, a TCP2 shall be approved by the Planning Director or designee.
(2)
Plan validity requirements are as follows:
(A)
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TCP1s and TCP2s expire if the associated plan expires unless a permit has been issued.
(B)
Once a permit has been issued, TCP2s do not expire and the requirements run with the land in perpetuity until an
approved revision to the TCP2 is acquired.
(C)
Requests to the Planning Board for extensions of previously approved applications must include the associated
TCP in order for that plan's validity period to also be extended.
(D)
Plans that are grandfathered are subject to the expiration provisions of this division.
(3)
TCPs shall be prepared in conformance with the Technical Manual.
(4)
TCPs must include the legal boundaries of all lots or parcels in their entirety unless they are linear in nature. For
linear projects, refer to Section 25-119 for the requirements. TCPs shall include the same properties as the
associated application, unless a previous TCP approval covered a larger area or a larger area is warranted by
supporting development on an adjacent lot, parcel or combination of lots or parcels.
(5)
TCP2s shall not be approved separately for sites that are either currently under review for a land development
application or that require the submittal of an application prior to development.
(d)
Variances
(1)
An applicant may request a variance from this Division as part of the review of a TCP where owing to special
features of the site or other circumstances, implementation of this subtitle would result in unwarranted hardship
to an applicant. To approve a variance, the approving authority shall find that:
(A)
Special conditions peculiar to the property have caused the unwarranted hardship;
(B)
Enforcement of these rules will deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by others in similar areas;
(C)
Granting the variance will not confer on the applicant a special privilege that would be denied to other
applicants;
(D)
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The request is not based on conditions or circumstances which are the result of actions by the applicant;
(E)
The request does not arise from a condition relating to land or building use, either permitted or nonconforming,
on a neighboring property; and
(F)
Granting of the variance will not adversely affect water quality.
(2)
Notice of a request for a variance shall be given to the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources
within 15 days of receipt of a request for a variance.
(3)
Variances shall be approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, and/or the District Council for all
tree conservation plans that are associated with applications heard by them. The Planning Director may approve
variances for tree conservation plans that are not associated with applications heard by the Planning Board,
Zoning Hearing Examiner and/or the District Council. The Planning Director's decisions are appealable to the
Planning Board.
(4)
Variances granted under this Subtitle are not considered zoning variances.
(e)
Government Projects
(1)
The following types of governments projects shall be reviewed and enforced by the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources: projects on state-owned land, linear projects which cross multiple counties, and public utility
projects. The County will review these types of projects only if specific written direction is provided by the State
of Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
(2)
The following types of government development activities shall be reviewed and enforced at the County level
with notification being provided by the applicant to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest
Service: public school projects; the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission projects;
Department of Public Works and Transportation projects; state funded parks and recreation projects; County
stormwater management projects; utility projects conducted by and approved by the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission; and any other County or municipal projects. The Maryland Department of Natural
Resources will review these types of projects if requested by the County or if the project has state-wide impacts
on significant forest resources and the state agrees to take jurisdiction over the review.
(A)
Applications for the project types listed in (2) above shall include an FSD or an approved NRI.
(B)
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The applications shall be in conformance with this Division.
(C)
The TCP shall provide calculations as described in The Technical Manual.
(3)
Government projects reviewed by the County shall meet the woodland conservation requirements described in
Section 25-121(c)(1)(Table 1.) for the underlying zone unless the project is an institutional development project
as defined in COMAR. For activities defined as institutional development projects the conservation threshold
shall be 20% and the afforestation threshold shall be 15%. All FSDs, NRIs and TCPs shall be submitted for the
entirety of the affected lots or parcels or combinations of lots or parcels.
(4)
If a governmental project proposes to disturb less than 50% of the entire parcel, or is linear, the woodland
conservation requirement may be met at a ratio of one acre of woodland conservation for each acre of woodland
disturbed. An FSD or NRI and a TCP shall be prepared and submitted only for the area of the proposed
disturbance. The woodland conservation requirement shall be met using the same priorities as listed in Section
25-121 of this Division.
(5)
Government projects that use fee-in-lieu may utilize the fee-in-lieu rates in effect at the state level at the time of
plan approval.
(f)
Linear Projects
(1)
Linear projects that are not otherwise exempt from this Division shall submit a TCP2 depicting the area of work
and all other information required on a TCP2.
(A)
Linear projects are not required to show the full boundaries of all of the affected parcels.
(B)
Linear projects shall submit a Simplified Forest Stand Delineation for that area of the subject properties where
the project work will be performed.
(C)
Linear projects that disturb less than 20,000 square feet of woodland are exempt and may obtain a Numbered
Exemption Letter if none of the associated properties are subject to a previously approved TCP.
(D)
Woodland conservation shall be provided at a ratio of one acre of woodland conservation for each acre of
woodland disturbed. The requirement shall be met using the same priorities as listed in Section 25-121 of this
Division.
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(E)
If previously approved TCPs are affected by linear projects, the TCPs shall be revised accordingly prior to
approval of the permit for the associated construction.
(g)
Grandfathering
(1)
TCPs that are approved prior to the effective date of this Division shall be grandfathered and shall be subject to
the regulations in place at the time of approval. Plans that are grandfathered are subject to the expiration
provisions of this Division.
(2)
TCPs that were approved under prior regulations that did not contain the replacement requirements (plans
approved using the pre-1993 provisions) and that have not received an approved grading permit to date, are
considered expired plans. A new TCP shall be reviewed and approved using the current provisions of this
Division.
(CB-27-2010; CB-32-2011; CB-87-2013; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-120. - Administration.
(a)
Administration, Review, Reports and Fees
(1)
This Division shall be administered by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission's
Planning Department and the County. Plan review and enforcement functions shall be coordinated between all
applicable agencies and all required documentation shall be compiled to ensure that the provisions of The
Maryland Forest Conservation Act and this Division are being administered properly.
(A)
The plan review function shall be administered by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission's Planning Department with input from the County.
(B)
Enforcement shall be conducted by the County with technical assistance provided by the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission's Planning Department.
(2)
At the end of each fiscal year, the County shall prepare an Annual Report to be submitted to the State of
Maryland Department of Natural Resources. All documentation required by the Code of Maryland Regulations
(COMAR) shall be prepared and submitted in a timely manner.
(3)
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Every two years, the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources shall be provided an opportunity to
review this Division and address its effectiveness in satisfying the requirements of The Maryland Forest
Conservation Act. All documentation requested by the State of Maryland Department of Natural Resources shall
be prepared and provided.
(4)
Fees for plan review shall be paid at time of plan submission per the fee schedule approved by the Planning
Board. A fee reduction may be approved by the Planning Board if the Board finds that the payment of the fee
will be an undue hardship on the applicant.
(b)
Appeal of Decisions
(1)
Appeal of decisions made by the Planning Director or designee may be made to the Planning Board in
conformance with Subtitle 27 of this Code.
(2)
Decisions of the Planning Board or the District Council related to this Division may be made following the
appeal provisions applicable to the associated plan.
(c)
Inspection and Enforcement
(1)
Inspections before, during and after construction.
(A)
County inspectors may enter properties subject to this Division for the purpose of inspection and enforcement.
The Planning Director or designee may enter properties to confirm information provided on an FSD, NRI or
TCP submitted for review.
(B)
Prior to the issuance of the first grading permit for a site subject to this Division, a pre-construction meeting
shall be held by the County inspector with all necessary site personnel of the permitee to discuss the provisions
of the TCP. At a minimum, the limits of disturbance shown on the TCP2 shall be verified in the field by the
County inspector and all appropriate conservation notes on the plans shall be discussed with the permitee. After
all required temporary tree protection devices are in place, clearing and grading as depicted on the approved
TCP2 may proceed.
(C)
If, during the development of the site, it is determined that additional woodland clearing is necessary, an area of
up to 5,000 square feet may be approved by the County inspector in the field unless the clearing impacts streams
or their associated buffers; wetlands or their associated buffers; or the one-hundred (100) year floodplain.
Additional clearing of areas 5,000 square feet and greater; clearing impacts to streams and their associated
buffers, wetlands and their associated buffers; or the one-hundred (100) year floodplain shall require the review
and approval of a revision to the TCP2 prior to the additional clearing taking place. Failure to submit a revised
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TCP2 prior to clearing more than 5,000 square feet of woodland not previously approved constitutes a violation
of this Division.
(D)
Periodic inspections throughout the site development process shall be conducted by a County inspector and the
permitee to ensure that the work is proceeding in conformance with the approved TCP2.
(E)
Woodlands preserved to meet the requirements shall be protected from construction activities utilizing
temporary protection devices following the details shown on the TCP2 and per the standards of the Technical
Manual. Afforestation and reforestation areas shall be protected from soil compaction with temporary protection
devices prior to planting to prevent soil compaction and permanent devices once planting has taken place.
(F)
Specimen, champion and historic trees shall be protected in conformance with the specific details provided on
the TCP2. All conservation notes and practices shall be implemented in the field by the permitee.
(G)
Prior to the issuance of a use and occupancy permit, an inspection shall be conducted by the County inspector to
ensure that all temporary and permanent tree protection devices are in place. If the tree protection devices are not
in place the use and occupancy permit shall not be issued. Temporary tree protection devices shall remain in
place until the bond has been released for the subject property. Permanent tree protection devices shall remain in
place in perpetuity.
(H)
Prior to the issuance of the use and occupancy permit for a subject lot or parcel, an inspection shall be performed
by the County inspector to ensure that the provisions of the TCP2 for the subject lot have been completed. If
preservation areas are shown on the subject lot, the County inspector shall verify that the preservation area is in
conformance with the approved TCP2. If the preservation area is less than that required to be preserved, either
the additional area shall be planted as mitigation or a revised TCP2 shall be obtained prior to issuance of the use
and occupancy permit.
(I)
Prior to release of any bond or security related to woodland conservation, an inspection shall be conducted by
the County inspector to ensure that all the requirements of the TCP2 have been met. If afforestation or
reforestation areas are part of the TCP, the release of the bond or security shall not occur until the four-year
management plan has been fulfilled and the County inspector has verified the work is complete.
(2)
Enforcement
(A)
A copy of the approved TCP2 shall be available on-site or through the applicant's representative from the time of
the pre-construction meeting until the final bond for woodland conservation is released.
(B)
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The County may issue a stop work order against any person who violates any provision of this Division or any
regulation, order, approved plan, or management agreement.
(C)
The following actions constitute a violation of this Division:
(i)
Failure to comply with an approved TCP.
(ii)
The destruction of woodlands in an area greater that 5,000 square feet without a permit or contrary to an
approved TCP.
(iii)
Removal of stumps, leaf litter and/or removal of other plants in woodlands, except as provided for in (3) below.
(iv)
Seeding woodlands with grass seed.
(v)
Covering of woodland grounds with hay or other materials that prevent woodland re-growth from occurring.
(vi)
Installation of sheds, garages, large fountains, and other permanent or temporary structures in woodlands.
(vii)
Failure of a property owner to maintain preservation, afforestation or reforestation areas in accordance with the
approved TCP. This includes conservation areas established in woodland conservation banks.
(viii)
Any activity that adversely affects the health, structure or integrity of a woodland including, but not limited to,
active recreational activities requiring the placement of playground equipment, paving for basketball or tennis
courts, swimming pools, and similar impacts that eliminate or compromise perpetual woodlands.
(3)
The following activities do not constitute a violation and must be conducted by hand without the use of wheeled
mechanical equipment:
(A)
Removal of a documented dead, dying or hazardous tree. In order to be deemed dead, dying or hazardous, the
tree must be evaluated by a qualified professional or certified arborist. To be considered a hazardous tree, the
professional must provide documentation that the tree is in a position where it threatens property damage or
could cause injury. Refer to The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual for required
documentation of dead, dying or hazardous trees.
(B)
2169/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Removal of documented exotic, invasive or noxious plant species. Refer to the Woodland and Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Technical Manual for required documentation and for lists of plant species that are exotic, invasive
or noxious.
(C)
Passive activities such as herb gardens, sitting areas, and wildflower gardens only if existing vegetation is not
removed for installation.
(D)
Removal of severed trunks, dead branches and dead debris created as a result of storm damage.
(E)
Removal of trash and other human-made debris.
(F)
Work completed in conformance with a Forest Management Plan is not a violation and may be conducted with
the use of wheeled mechanical equipment.
(G)
For project subject to bonding, the County inspector may make a decision with regard to the removal of
hazardous trees on the edges of cleared areas and trees damaged as a result construction activities or storm
events.
(4)
A violation of this Division is subject to a fine of up to $9.00 per square foot of woodland area destroyed. The
County shall determine the fine amount.
(A)
The fine may be imposed in addition to the required mitigation.
(B)
The violation fine applies whether the entire woodland is removed or whether only the understory vegetation is
removed with the canopy trees remaining.
(C)
The fine may be waived by the County if all appropriate mitigation and/or restoration is provided by the
property owner or permitee.
(D)
If the County conducts the required restoration because the property owner or permitee fails to do so in a timely
manner, the fine shall not be waived or reduced.
(E)
If the County conducts the required restoration because the property owner or permitee fails to do so, a lien may
be placed on the subject property to recover the costs of the mitigation.
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(F)
Fines collected for violations shall be placed in the Woodland Conservation Fund.
(G)
Each day a violation continues may be considered a separate violation after the period to correct the violation
has expired.
(5)
The County may seek an injunction requiring the person to cease a violation of this Division and may take
corrective action to restore or reforest an area. If the County restores the area of the violation the property owner
or permitee shall pay all costs associated with the restoration work that may include but not be limited to regrading, afforestation, and reforestation.
(6)
A violation of this Division requires the preparation of a TCP or mitigation plan that proposes how the required
mitigation will be provided. Priority shall be given to restoration of the area destroyed.
(A)
The required TCP or mitigation plan shall be submitted by the property owner or permitee within 30 days of
receipt of a violation notice or within the timeframe provided in a decision by the Board of Appeals.
(B)
The implementation of all mitigation measures shall be the responsibility of the property owner.
(C)
Mitigation shall be accomplished on an acre for acre basis.
(D)
When specimen, champion, or historic trees designated for preservation have been damaged or destroyed, the
mitigation to be provided shall be equal in value to the restoration or replacement cost as calculated using the
latest edition of the "Guide for Plant Appraisal" published by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers.
Priority shall be given to restoring the tree(s) if possible, then replanting the area with trees that total the cost of
the tree(s) lost if sufficient space is available for replanting. If replanting the area is not feasible, the next option
is replanting in an approved location with the final option being payment of a fee-in-lieu equivalent to the
amount calculated for restoration or replacement. The restoration or replacement value shall be calculated by a
professional with experience using the "Guide for Plant Appraisal." A revision to the approved TCP shall be
obtained to reflect the proposed mitigation measures, or, if the site does not have an approved TCP, a TCP2 shall
be submitted for approval by the Planning Director or designee. Other methods for calculating mitigation for
damaged or destroyed trees may be considered and approved by the Planning Director or designee.
(E)
The property owner or permitee shall provide a completion bond acceptable to the County to cover the required
mitigation measures.
(7)
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Any violation notice issued pursuant to this Division may be appealed in writing to the Board of Appeals of
Prince George's County within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of the violation notice, unless the County has
filed an injunction pursuant to Section 25-120(c)(5) of this Subtitle. For purposes of this subsection, "issuance of
the violation notice" means the earlier of the date of posting, the date of personal service, or if mailed, the date
that the notice was postmarked.
(d)
Woodland Conservation Fund
(1)
A Woodland Conservation Fund shall be established and shall receive the following funds:
(A)
Fee-in-lieu payments associated with approved TCPs
(B)
Fines as a result of violations
(C)
Violation fee-in-lieu payments
(2)
Money deposited in the Woodland Conservation Fund may be used for afforestation/reforestation projects; street
tree planting projects; maintenance of existing forests; activities related to achieving tree canopy goals; land
acquisition for planting or conservation purposes; and/or administrative purposes associated with these projects
or acquisitions.
(3)
The Woodland Conservation Fund shall be a fund separate from all other funds and specific amounts to be
expended for specific projects or areas shall be tracked by the County and reported on an annual basis.
(e)
Maintenance
(1)
Maintenance of areas designated on a TCP for woodland conservation shall be the responsibility of the property
owner.
(CB-27-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-121. - Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Requirements.
(a)
General.
(1)
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A Tree Conservation Plan (TCP) is required for all land development proposals that are subject to this Division
unless exempted per Section 25-119. The TCP shall be at the same scale as the associated plan and shall contain
all information required to clearly demonstrate that the provisions of this Division are being met. "The
Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual" ("The Technical Manual") provides guidance
on the information required on all plans. Additional information or data deemed necessary for review of the
proposed woodland conservation areas may also be required. All calculations shall be made to the nearest onehundredth of an acre.
(2)
Plans shall be prepared for the entire legal boundaries of all subject lots and/or parcels unless the project is a
linear project. For linear projects, refer to Section 25-119 for the requirements.
(3)
Conditions of approval of TCPs may be included in Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council Resolutions to ensure compliance with this Division and/or special provisions of a specific TCP.
(4)
The first TCP approved for a subject property shall set the requirements for that property. All subsequent TCPs
shall address the requirements of the initial approval and any additional requirements of the new application
unless the previous approvals expire.
(5)
Each TCP shall conform to the Countywide Green Infrastructure Functional Master Plan and subsequent area
master plan or sector plan revisions, including maps and text, unless the Planning Board finds that events have
occurred to render the relevant plan recommendations no longer appropriate or, in the case of area master plans
or sector plans, the District Council has not imposed the recommended zoning.
(6)
To be counted as woodland to meet the requirements, wooded areas must meet the definition of "woodlands" in
Section 25-118 of this Division.
(7)
The design criteria contained in Section 25-122 of this Division shall be addressed on all TCPs.
(8)
Wildlife habitat shall be considered for preservation and maintained and restored wherever possible. Emphasis
shall be placed on connectivity of natural or reforested areas.
(9)
Native plants shall be used for all required plantings.
(10)
Invasive non-native vegetation shall be evaluated for removal within 200 feet of the limits of disturbance and for
potential credit per 25-122(d)(5) toward meeting the requirements of this Division when identified in the review
of an FSD or NRI.
(b)
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Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Priorities
(1)
The required locational priorities for consideration as woodland conservation are as follows in the order listed:
(A)
Green infrastructure network elements designated in the Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan and any
subsequent updates, or within the designated green infrastructure networks in master or sector plans.
(B)
Critical habitat areas.
(C)
Contiguous wooded areas with: high structural and species diversity; few nonnative and invasive species
present; very good overall stand health; and high potential to provide a significant amount of habitat for forest
interior dwelling plant, animal, and bird species.
(D)
Champion trees designated by the United States, the State of Maryland, the County or municipalities.
(E)
Specimen trees and historic trees.
(F)
Forest Legacy Areas as defined by the state.
(G)
Trees that are within the environmental setting of a historic site or associated with a historic resource.
(2)
Priority areas may also include:
(A)
Areas adjacent to Primary Management Areas that are not within the green infrastructure network
(B)
100-year floodplains
(C)
Wetlands and their buffers
(D)
Regulated streams and their buffers
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(E)
Extensive areas of steep and severe slopes
(F)
Hydric soils associated with wetlands and highly erodible soils on slopes 15 percent and greater
(G)
Forest Interior Dwelling Species (FIDS) habitat
(c)
Woodland Conservation Requirements
(1)
Properties that are subject to this Division shall comply with the woodland conservation threshold requirements
established in Table 1. The threshold establishes the minimum acreage requirement of woodland conservation
for a site (other calculations must be performed to determine the total amount of woodland conservation
required) and is calculated as a percentage of the net tract area of the site.
(2)
The threshold acreage is calculated by taking the gross tract area and subtracting the 100-year floodplain, and
any previously dedicated land to determine the net tract area, and then multiplying the net tract area by the
threshold percentage. Refer to The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual for more
information and the worksheets required to perform these calculations.
(3)
If a property contains more than one zone, the threshold is calculated based on the proportion of the total acreage
in each zone and is applied to the entire site.
(4)
When the calculation of a the woodland conservation threshold acreage is greater than the acreage of the existing
woodland on-site, the woodland conservation threshold is reduced to the acreage of the existing woodland onsite but not less than the required afforestation threshold. If a condition of zoning approval has established the
woodland conservation threshold for a site to a specific percentage, this provision does not apply.
(5)
Woodland conservation thresholds different from those provided in Table 1 may be designated by conditions of
zoning approval and/or by a master or sector plan. A variance is required for thresholds not approved as part of a
previously approved condition or master or sector plan. Thresholds may not be approved through any process
that are lower than the thresholds provided in the Maryland Forest Conservation Act (Natural Resources Article
5-1606).
Table 1. Woodland Conservation and Afforestation Thresholds Requirements by Zone
Zone

Woodland Conservation Requirements
Woodland
Conservation
Threshold*

Afforestation
Threshold*
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ROS, AG, AR

50%

20%

RE

25%

20%

RR, RSF-95, RSF-65, RSF-A, RMF-12, RMF-20, RMF-48,
RMH, R-PD

20%

15%

CGC, CS, IH, IE, IE-PD, CN, NAC, TAC, LTO, RTO-L, RTO-H,
15%
NAC-PD, TAC-PD, LTO-PD, RTO-PD, MU-PD

15%

LCD, LMXT, LMUTC

Thresholds shall remain the same as shown
on a TCP approved with a Basic Plan,
Conceptual Design Plan, Specific Design
Plan, Conceptual Site Plan, Detailed Site
Plan, Special Permit, or Preliminary Plan of
Subdivision, which was approved prior to
April 1, 2022 and is in conformance with
Subtitle 27 of the County Code. If no
previously approved TCP exists, the
thresholds shall be based on CB-27-2010 or
the thresholds required by the Zoning Map
Amendment which established the legacy
zone.

*Percentage of net tract area
(7)
The woodland conservation and afforestation thresholds for any zone included in Subtitle 27 of the Prince
George's County Code which is not specifically listed herein shall be based on the most similar zone to the
existing zone. Thresholds for properties in overlay zones and government projects are determined by the
underlying zones, except as otherwise provided in this Division.
(8)
In the case of a property of which any part is zoned LMXT, the woodland conservation and afforestation
threshold shall be in accordance with the requirements for the LMXT Zone.
(d)
Conservation Requirement Calculations
(1)
The amount of woodland conservation required is calculated using one of the worksheets provided in the
Technical Manual. The completed worksheet shall be included on the cover sheet or first sheet of each TCP.
(2)
The amount of woodland conservation required is calculated using the conservation threshold acreage, with
additional conservation acreage required as follows and as summarized in Table 2:
(A)
One-quarter of an acre for each acre cleared on-site above the conservation threshold acreage (ratio of ¼ to 1).
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(B)
Two acres for each acre cleared below the conservation threshold acreage (ratio of 2:1).
(C)
One acre for each acre cleared in the 100-year floodplain and all off-site clearing (ratio of 1:1)
(D)
The woodland replacement requirements as noted above may be waived by the Prince George's County Planning
Director or designee, when all of the following conditions apply:
(i)
the application involves the construction of one single-family residential dwelling for the owner or a child of the
owner;
(ii)
the total area of woodland disturbed does not exceed 20,000 square feet; and
(iii)
no woodland is disturbed below the Woodland Conservation Threshold.
Table 2. Summary of Woodland Conservation Calculations
Woodland Removed

Replacement Ratio

Clearing Above Threshold

¼:1 (quarter acre added to the requirement for each
acre removed)

Clearing Below Threshold

2:1 (two acres added to the requirement for each acre
removed)

(CB-27-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-122. - Methods for Meeting the Woodland and Wildlife Conservation Requirements.
(a)
General
(1)
Woodland conservation shall be designed as stated in this Division unless a variance is approved by the
approving authority for the associated case.
(2)
All required conservation measures shall be completed in the time period specified but no later than prior to
approval of the associated building permit for the subject lot or parcel or an adjacent lot or parcel. If this is not
feasible due to phasing, grading, staging or other on-site constraints, the conservation measures shall be
completed prior to the issuance of any temporary or permanent use and occupancy certificate(s) for the subject
phase. All timetables shall be set forth on the approved tree conservation plan (TCP).
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(3)
All afforestation and reforestation, whether on-site or off-site, shall be bonded prior to the issuance of the first
permit to ensure completion and long-term survivability. If a site is developed in phases, on-site woodlands may
be used to meet the requirement until such time as sufficient woodlands are being cleared to engage the off-site
requirement. Prior to approval of the phase that engages the off-site requirement, the afforestation and
reforestation for off-site woodland conservation shall be bonded. If on-site conservation is approved to meet the
requirements, all conservation areas shall receive credit at a ratio of 1:1 (one acre of conservation for each acre
of requirement).
(4)
If off-site woodland conservation is approved to meet the requirements and afforestation, reforestation, or
natural regeneration areas are proposed to meet the requirements, the credit shall be at a ratio of 1:1 (one acre of
conservation must be provided for each acre of requirement).
(5)
If off-site woodland conservation is approved to meet the requirements and preservation areas are proposed to
meet the requirements, the woodland conservation credit shall be at a ratio of 2:1 (two acres of preservation must
be provided for each acre of requirement).
(6)
If off-site woodland conservation is approved to meet the requirements, then the following locations shall be
considered in the order listed: within the same eight-digit sub-watershed, within the same watershed, within the
same river basin, within the same growth policy tier, or within Prince George's County. Applicants shall
demonstrate to the Planning Director or designee due diligence in seeking out opportunities for off-site
woodland conservation locations following these priorities. All woodland conservation is required to be met
within Prince George's County.
(b)
Design Criteria
(1)
The following design criteria shall be followed on all TCPs unless a variance has been approved by the
appropriate approval authority per Sec. 25-119(d).
(A)
Land development and the associated clearing and grading shall be designed to ensure that the long-term
preservation of areas designated as woodland conservation or woodlands retained but not credited thrive in
perpetuity.
(B)
Conceptual building footprints that reflect the maximum limit of disturbance for the construction of buildings
shall be shown and shall include add-on building features such as sun rooms and decks.
(C)
Conceptual grading shall be shown on all TCP1s and detailed grading shall be shown on all TCP2s.
(D)
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The limits of disturbance shown shall allow for the construction of the proposed development using standard
building techniques. If special techniques are proposed to reduce clearing, those techniques must be shown on
the TCP with details related to the proposed construction method and limits of disturbance. The required
clearing to address the provisions of all applicable provisions of the County Code shall be shown.
(E)
At a minimum, the limits of disturbance shall reflect 40 feet of cleared area to the front and rear of all building
footprints and 20 feet of cleared area to the sides of all building footprints within the subject lot or parcel. The
TCP2 shall show these dimensions on all plans, including plans used for house type changes.
(F)
Woodland conservation shall not be placed on lots one (1) acre or less in size.
(G)
Specimen trees, champion trees, and trees that are part of a historic site or are associated with a historic structure
shall be preserved and the design shall either preserve the critical root zone of each tree in its entirety or preserve
an appropriate percentage of the critical root zone in keeping with the tree's condition and the species' ability to
survive construction as provided in the Technical Manual.
(H)
Trees, shrubs, and plants identified on the list of rare, threatened, and endangered list of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service or the Maryland Department of Natural Resources shall be preserved.
(I)
All woodland conservation areas shall be a minimum of 10,000 square feet in area unless landscaped areas are
used when the size may be reduced to 5,000 square feet. If on-site conservation areas are proposed to be less
than 10,000 square feet in area, abutting off-site areas may be used to meet the 10,000 square foot minimum
contiguity requirements if they have been previously protected by a TCP or other prior approved mechanism.
(J)
All woodland conservation areas shall be a minimum of 50 feet in width. If less than 50 feet is proposed on-site,
abutting woodlands may be used if they have been previously protected by a TCP or other prior approved
mechanism, such as a conservation easement. Landscaped areas may be 35 feet in width.
(K)
Woodlands retained on lots 20,000 square feet or less in total area shall be counted as cleared and may be shown
on the TCP if labeled "woodland retained - assumed cleared."
(L)
Woodlands retained on lots between 20,000 square feet and one acre in size may show woodland that is retained
and not counted as cleared, if it meets the other design criteria of this Division and is labeled "woodland retained
- not credited."
(M)
Woodlands retained per (K) and (L) above may be counted toward meeting the tree canopy coverage
requirements of Division 3 of this Subtitle.
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(N)
The following areas shall be treated as follows:
(i)
Areas of previously dedicated land that remain part of the subject application shall be subtracted from the gross
tract area and shall not be counted toward meeting the requirements.
(ii)
Land shown within the 100-year floodplain shall be subtracted from the gross tract area and shall not be counted
toward meeting the requirements.
(iii)
Land within all types of easements except surface drainage easements shall not be counted toward meeting the
requirements and shall be counted as cleared. Surface drainage easements may be used to meet the requirements
and shall not be counted as cleared unless shown as cleared on the TCP.
(iv)
Land currently protected by easements which specifically protect woodlands for another purpose, including but
not limited to utility easements, approved TCPs for other development, deed restrictions, and declarations of
covenants for woodland conservation banking, that would impair the land from being used to meet the
requirements of this Division, cannot be counted toward meeting the requirements of this Division and cannot be
subtracted from the gross tract area. Property that is subject to an agricultural preservation easement shall not be
precluded from having a woodland conservation easement.
(v)
Land areas dedicated or to be dedicated for future road construction shall be counted as cleared if the associated
development is required to construct the road. Land dedicated or to be dedicated shall not be counted toward
meeting the requirements.
(vi)
Land within areas to be reserved for future road construction shall not be required to be counted as cleared and
shall not be counted toward meeting the requirements.
(O)
Woodland conservation areas shall be designed in such a way as to ensure their survival in perpetuity. At a
minimum, woodland conservation areas shall be shown no closer than:
(i)
10 feet from the top or bottom of retaining walls and from the rear lot lines of townhouse units or other attached
buildings;
(ii)
20 feet from all sides of commercial and multifamily buildings.
(iii)
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5 feet from travel aisles and parking areas in and adjacent to parking lots
(iv)
10 feet from areas used for truck loading, unloading, or service areas.
(P)
Woodlands within proposed septic fields and septic recovery areas are required to be counted as woodland
retained - not credited.
(c)
Conservation Method Priorities.
(1)
The required priorities for woodland conservation methods are as follows in the order listed:
(A)
On-site preservation of connected woodland and wildlife habitat areas using woodlands in good condition with
limited amounts of invasive or exotic plants.
(B)
On-site afforestation/reforestation of connected planting areas using transplanted native stock, relocated from the
site or surrounding areas.
(C)
On-site afforestation/reforestation of connected planting areas using native whip and seedling stock.
(D)
On-site specimen, champion, and historic trees in good condition when the plan has been designed to ensure
long-term survival.
(E)
On-site natural regeneration of connected areas in appropriate locations containing sufficient seed sources with
appropriate protection mechanisms and long term management.
(F)
Off-site afforestation/reforestation of connected planting areas using transplanted native stock, relocated from
the site or surrounding areas, in an approved woodland conservation bank.
(G)
Off-site afforestation/reforestation of connected planting areas using native whip and seedling stock in an
approved woodland conservation bank.
(H)
Off-site preservation of connected woodlands in an approved woodland conservation bank.
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(I)
On or off-site habitat enhancement projects of connected areas of existing woodlands that result in improved
wildlife habitat and forest vigor through the removal of invasive or exotic plant species and/or planting of native
plant species.
(J)
Off-site natural regeneration of connected areas in appropriate locations containing sufficient seed sources with
appropriate protection mechanisms and long-term management in an approved woodland conservation bank.
(K)
On-site landscaping using native species of field grown nursery stock that establish landscaped areas a minimum
of 35 feet wide and 5,000 square feet in area. At least 50 percent of the plants in the landscaped area must be
trees.
(L)
Street trees on or adjacent to the site when located in the following areas as designated by the Prince George's
County General Plan: Transportation Service Area 1, Regional Transit Districts, or Local Centers; or in
conformance with a municipality's street tree planting plan or program, where the trees have been provided
sufficient root zone space to ensure long-term survival and sufficient crown space is provided that is not limited
by overhead utility lines that are existing or proposed.
(M)
Fee-in-lieu may be used to meet the requirements of this Division, when all other options have been exhausted,
as determined by the Planning Director or designee. Refer to Section 25-122(d)(8) for criteria relating to the use
of fee-in-lieu.
(d)
Woodland Conservation Options - Credit and Security
(1)
On-site preservation, on-site afforestation, on-site reforestation and on-site natural regeneration.
(A)
Credit: Woodland preserved, planted or regenerated on-site may be credited toward the conservation
requirements on an acre for acre basis (ratio of 1:1). To be eligible for use as woodland preservation, the areas
must be designated as woodland on the FSD, the woodland shall not have been harvested in the last five (5)
years, and the woodland must be in good condition and with limited amounts of invasive or exotic plants.
(i)
To receive credit for afforestation or reforestation or on-site natural regeneration a four-year management plan
must be prepared as part of the TCP2 following the guidelines provided in the Technical Manual.
(ii)
Areas that have been harvested may be considered for use as woodland preservation if a report from a qualified
professional states that the woodlands are in good condition, are in the process of regeneration, and contain
limited amounts of invasive or exotic plants.
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(B)
Security: Woodlands preserved, planted or regenerated on-site shall be placed in a conservation easement
recorded in the land records. Areas of reforestation shall be bonded separately from other site development
components at an amount to be calculated as stated in the Technical Manual.
(2)
On-site specimen, champion, and historic trees
(A)
Credit: Specimen, champion, and historic trees may be credited by counting twice the square footage of the
critical root zone area if they are not within a designated woodland conservation area and if the site has been
designed to ensure long-term survival. If the specimen, champion, or historic trees are within a woodland
conservation area, additional credit shall not be calculated.
(B)
Security: A bond amount equal to the removal and replacement cost of the specimen, champion and historic tree
shall be provided prior to permit issuance if the additional credit noted in (A) above is used. The replacement
cost shall be calculated by the permitee using the latest edition of the "Guide for Plant Appraisal" prepared by
the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers. If the tree does not survive construction, mitigation shall be
provided as stated in Section 25-120(c)(6)(D). A tree management plan shall be prepared for each specimen,
champion or historic tree preserved.
(3)
Off-site preservation
(A)
Credit: Woodlands preserved off-site may be credited toward meeting the conservation requirements at a ratio of
two acres of off-site preservation for each acre of conservation required (ratio of 2:1). To be eligible for use as
woodland preservation, the areas must be designated as woodland on the FSD, the woodland shall not have been
harvested in the last five (5) years, and the woodland must be in good condition and with limited amounts of
invasive or exotic plants.
(B)
Security: Off-site preservation shall be provided in an approved woodland conservation bank. Permanent
protection shall be provided through the recordation of documents as provided in the Technical Manual.
(4)
Off-site reforestation and natural regeneration
(A)
Credit: Woodlands planted or regenerated off-site may be credited toward meeting the conservation requirements
at a ratio of one acre of planting or regeneration for each acre of conservation required (ratio of 1:1).
(B)
Security: Off-site planting and regeneration shall be provided in an approved woodland conservation bank.
Permanent protection shall be provided through the recordation of documents as provided in the Technical
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Manual. Areas of reforestation shall be separately bonded at an amount equal to the current cost of installation
and maintenance of the required plantings. To receive credit for off-site reforestation or natural regeneration a
four-year management plan must be prepared as part of the TCP2 following the guidelines provided in the
Technical Manual.
(5)
On or off-site habitat enhancement projects
(A)
Credit: Habitat enhancement projects may receive credit toward meeting the conservation requirements at a rate
of one-quarter acre of additional credit for each acre of on-site or off-site habitat enhancement provided. Habitat
enhancement shall be conducted within woodlands that have already received credit for preservation or natural
regeneration.
(B)
Security: To receive credit for habitat enhancement a five-year management plan must be prepared as part of the
TCP2 following the guidelines provided in the Technical Manual. If the additional credit is sought, habitat
enhancement shall be bonded at an amount determined according to the direction provided in the Technical
Manual and the proposed management plan activities.
(6)
On-site landscaping
(A)
Credit: Landscaping may be credited toward meeting the conservation requirements at a ratio of one acre of
planting for each acre of conservation required (ratio of 1:1).
(B)
Security: Landscaping credited to meet woodland conservation requirements shall be bonded by the County at
an amount equal to the current cost of installation and maintenance of the required plantings.
(7)
Street trees
(A)
Credit: Street trees may receive credit toward meeting the conservation requirements by calculating the square
footage of tree canopy coverage to be provided in ten (10) years (refer to" The Technical Manual" for
calculations). Street trees must be located on or adjacent to the site and shall be planted by the applicant in order
to receive credit.
(B)
Security: Street trees credited to meet woodland conservation requirements shall be bonded at an amount equal
to the current cost of installation and maintenance of the required plantings by the permitee of the site receiving
the woodland conservation credit.
(8)
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Fee-in-lieu
(A)
Credit: Fee-in-lieu may be used to meet the conservation requirements after all other options are exhausted, and
if the total conservation requirement is one (1) acre or less. If approved by the Planning Board, fee-in-lieu may
be provided for meeting conservation requirements that total one (1) acre or larger if the project generating the
requirement is located in the Developed Tier or if the approval of the use of fee-in-lieu addresses an identified
Countywide conservation priority. The fee shall be assessed at a rate of ninety cents ($0.90) per square foot of
the conservation requirement within the designated Priority Funding Area and at a rate of one dollar and eight
cents ($1.08) per square foot of conservation requirement outside the designated Priority Funding Area. These
funds shall be placed in the Woodland Conservation Fund.
(B)
Security: Proof of payment of fee-in-lieu to the County based on the development activity proposed shall be
provided prior to the issuance of the first permit unless the project is phased. Phased projects shall pay the feein-lieu amount for each phase prior to the issuance of any permits for that phase if the entire fee is not paid prior
to issuance of the first permit. The TCP2 shall show the breakdown of the fee-in-lieu payment due with each
phase.
(9)
Other options to meet the conservation requirements that are consistent with this Division may be considered by
the Planning Board. The amount of credit to be provided shall be evaluated on a case-by case basis. Security
shall be provided using the method that best fits the proposal and can include easements on the final plat,
easements recorded in the land records, bonding or other methods that are appropriate to the proposal.
(e)
Woodland Conservation Provided Off-site (Woodland Conservation Banks)
(1)
The woodland conservation requirements of this Division may be met at an approved woodland conservation
bank. If off-site woodland conservation is moved after it is established, it is once again subject to the provisions
of this Division. Appropriateness of properties for establishment as a woodland conservation bank shall be
evaluated using the priorities contained in Section 25-121 of this Division.
(A)
A woodland conservation bank is defined as a property where specified portions are encumbered to meet the
woodland conservation requirements of benefiting projects through the recordation of required documents in the
County land records.
(B)
If a property subject to a land development proposal has met all its requirements on-site and has excess
woodland conservation available, the excess woodland conservation may become a woodland conservation bank
provided:
(i)
it is placed within a separate property description that is protected by documents recorded in the land records as
provided in the Technical Manual;
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(ii)
it is not less than two acres in size or less than 10 percent of the woodland conservation requirement for the
project site whichever is greater;
(iii)
it is not placed on a private residential lot less than 10 acres in size; and
(iv)
it meets the other minimum standards of a woodland conservation bank.
(2)
Woodland conservation banks shall:
(A)
Depict the method of woodland conservation on an approved TCP2 that meets all the requirements of this
Division and is prepared in conformance with the Technical Manual;
(B)
Be protected by required documents recorded in the land records which require the land in the bank to remain as
woodland in perpetuity and which are enforceable through an approved TCP;
(C)
Limit the use of the land in the bank to those activities which are consistent with woodland conservation such as
recreational activities that do not result in vegetation removal; forest stewardship under a forest conservation and
management agreement under Tax-Property Article, § 8-211, Annotated Code of Maryland; or activities
specified in a Forest Management Plan prepared by a licensed forester and approved by the Planning Director or
designee;
(D)
Use native plant materials for afforestation;
(E)
Meet the woodland conservation area standards contained in this Division and as specified in the Technical
Manual;
(F)
Retain at least one building site with a minimum area of one acre if the woodland conservation bank includes the
entire parcel and developable areas unless a variance has been approved by the appropriate approval authority in
accordance with Section 25-119(d);
(G)
Not initiate woodland conservation requirements unless the site is subject to this Division through some action
of the owner;
(H)
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Conform to the design criteria contained in Section 25-122 of this Division;
(I)
Not approve use of any portion of a woodland conservation bank using afforestation until four years of
documented successful growth have been achieved unless the woodland conservation bank owner has posted a
bond or alternate form of security; and to ensure that the trees will be cared for and maintained in perpetuity.
(J)
Shall provide conditions sufficient to ensure that the woodlands will survive in perpetuity. If afforestation or
reforestation are proposed on a site that was previously used for sand and gravel mining or land or rubble filling
operations, soil testing shall be performed to develop a soil amendment plan for the planting area to ensure the
establishment of woodlands in perpetuity. The soil amendment plan shall be reviewed by the Soil Conservation
District and approved as part of the TCP2.
(3)
Applications for woodland conservation banks shall include the following information:
(A)
A completed application form as provided in the Technical Manual.
(B)
A TCP2 for the woodland conservation bank which contains the information required in the Technical Manual.
(f)
Woodland Conservation Bonding
(1)
Projects containing woodland conservation methods that require bonding as noted in this Division shall provide
security in the form of a bond, an irrevocable letter of credit, or other security approved by the County. The
security shall:
(A)
Assure that the woodland conservation methods proposed are conducted and maintained in accordance with the
approved TCP;
(B)
Be in an amount equal to the estimated cost of the work if it is required to be performed by the County in
accordance with the requirements of this Division; and
(C)
Be in a form and of a content approved by the County.
(2)
Two years after the conservation methods have been completed, a reduction in the bond amount of up to fifty
percent (50%) may be approved by the County. The request for bond reduction shall be submitted in writing and
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include documentation of the completion of the conservation methods and a survival count of materials. The
Planning Director or designee shall recommend to the County whether a bond reduction is appropriate, taking
into account the following:
(A)
The number of acres;
(B)
The proposed method of woodland conservation;
(C)
The cost of planting materials or replacement materials;
(D)
The cost of maintenance of the project;
(E)
Demonstrated survival count of materials; and
(F)
Other relevant factors.
(3)
After a final inspection of the site by the County inspector confirms that the areas meet or exceed the
requirements of the approved TCP and no sooner than four years after establishment, the bond or other security
shall be returned or released.
(4)
The bond or other security may be subject to forfeiture if the approved TCP is not implemented fully and within
the time frames specified on the plan. The County shall notify the permitee by certified mail of the intention of
the County to initiate forfeiture proceedings.
(5)
If a woodland conservation bank is established using afforestation or reforestation, the property owner is
responsible for maintaining the designated areas to ensure their survival in perpetuity. Failure to do so is a
violation of this Division.
(CB-27-2010; CB-32-2011; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-123. - Forest Stand Delineations.
(a)
General
(1)
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A Forest Stand Delineation (FSD) shall be prepared for all applications for Basic Plans, Letters of Exemption
and Natural Resource Inventories (NRIs). When an FSD is prepared and reviewed as part of an NRI a separate
review is not required.
(2)
The purpose of an FSD is to provide an accurate depiction of the existing forest species composition, age,
condition, location, and acreage, in addition to documenting previous approvals, to determine the most suitable
areas for woodland and wildlife habitat conservation.
(3)
FSDs shall contain all required information as described in the Technical Manual. When reviewing the plan,
additional information or data deemed appropriate may be required to ensure compliance with this Division.
(4)
FSDs may be submitted at three levels of detail, depending on the associated application, as follows:
(A)
A Simplified Forest Stand Delineation may be submitted when applying for a Standard or Numbered Letter of
Exemption. Sampling data collection is not required; however, a brief narrative description of the woodlands and
a calculation of the amount of woodlands on the site shall be provided. The plan shall accurately locate all
existing woodlands on the lot(s) and/or parcel(s). Only a plan is required to be submitted; a separate text
document is not required. The Planning Director or designee may waive the requirement for an FSD if sufficient
information is provided by the applicant. This option may also be used for NRIs that have no regulated
environmental features and limited areas of woodland on-site.
(B)
An Intermediate Forest Stand Delineation may be submitted when the subject application is for properties where
the proposed activity will occur on a small portion of a larger property. Intermediate FSDs shall include a plan
showing the location of all woodlands on the property and the associated text per the checklist provided in the
Technical Manual. Intermediate FSDs must contain all of the information required on a Simplified FSD for the
entire site, and text and sampling data for areas proposed for development. Intermediate FSDs may be submitted
as part of an NRI, as determined by the Planning Director or designee.
(C)
A Detailed Forest Stand Delineation shall be submitted when the site or application does not qualify for a
Simplified or Intermediate FSD. A Detailed FSD shall include a plan showing the location of all woodlands on
the property and the associated text per the checklist provided in the Technical Manual.
(5)
The FSD must cover at least the area of the subject application; it may cover a larger area if all acreages for the
subject application are calculated separately.
(6)
The FSD must be at the same scale as the subject application. The FSD and NRI shall use the same base data as
that used for all other plans.
(7)
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FSDs are valid for five (5) years from the date of signature by the qualified professional. If the site is completely
forested with mature woodlands that have not been harvested, a FSD may be valid for longer than five years
after a review by the Planning Director or designee. An FSD shall be updated sooner than five years if
significant woodland changes have occurred since the date the initial FSD was prepared, such as if a portion of
the site has been developed or forest management activities have occurred on-site.
(8)
If an application has a previously reviewed FSD and the site has undergone development since that review, the
FSD for subsequent applications on the property shall be revised to reflect the existing conditions and previous
approvals and shall reference the TCP that approved the clearing. All calculations shall be provided for both preand post-development conditions.
(9)
FSDs shall be reviewed by the Planning Director or designee within 30 calendar days of receipt of a complete
and accurate submission. If comments are not received within the 30-day timeframe, the information is
considered adequate for review.
(CB-27-2010)
Sec. 25-124. - Forest Harvesting.
(a)
General
(1)
Properties that have been or will be harvested for forest products for commercial purposes within five (5) years
of land development application submission shall be subject to this Division.
(2)
Forest harvesting for commercial purposes may be exempt from this Division and receive a Numbered Letter of
Exemption if the criteria in Section 25-119(b)(6) are met.
(3)
Forests that have been harvested may be considered for use as woodland preservation if a report from a qualified
professional states that the woodlands are in good condition, are in the process of regenerating, and contain
limited amounts of invasive or exotic plants.
(4)
If a site has a pending development application, that application must receive signature approval prior to the
commencement of forest harvesting operations.
(b)
Forest Management Activities Not Requiring a Grading or Forest Harvest Permit
(1)
The removal of less than five (5) cords or two thousand (2,000) board feet of wood per year for personal use is
allowed if a stocking level of eighty (80) square feet of basal area is maintained, and the shrub layer, herbaceous
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layer, and the leaf litter remain intact.
(2)
Non-commercial forest management activities, such as trimming or stand improvement, are allowed if
performed in accordance with an approved Forest Management Plan when no forest products are removed from
the site and acceptable stocking levels are maintained.
(3)
Removal of other forest products such as mushrooms, nuts, or berries not requiring the use of motorized wheeled
or tracked equipment is allowed, unless the activity will impair the health of the forest.
(c)
Exemptions for Forest Harvesting
(1)
A Numbered Letter of Exemption may be issued by the Planning Director or designee for forest harvesting when
the following apply:
(A)
There is no approved TCP for the subject property except as noted in (d) below;
(B)
There are no zoning requirements, Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner or District Council approvals, or
decisions pending for the site that would be adversely impacted by the proposed forest harvest;
(C)
The environmental setting of a designated historic district or historic resource would not be adversely impacted;
(D)
An approved Forest Management Plan is submitted with the application for the Numbered Letter of Exemption;
and
(E)
A Declaration of Intent is submitted that states the property owner's intent to conduct a commercial forest
harvest and not to develop the land within five years of the completion of the forest harvest.
(2)
Letters of Exemption for forest harvests shall remain valid for a period of two years following the date of
issuance.
(d)
Commercial Forest Harvesting on Properties with a Previously Approved TCP
(1)
A property with an approved TCP shall not be issued a Numbered Letter of Exemption for forest harvesting.
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(2)
Forest harvesting must be performed in accordance with a revised TCP2 approved for harvesting, and an
approved Forest Management Plan.
(3)
A forest harvesting permit shall be obtained from the County permitting authority prior to commencement of the
harvesting operation. The permit application shall include a forest harvest plan and an approved erosion and
sediment control plan. The forest harvesting plan is a plan drawn to scale showing the regulated environmental
features, the areas to be harvested, staging areas, proposed stream crossings, and the forest harvesting methods
proposed for each area to be harvested.
(e)
Commercial Forest Harvesting on Properties without a Previously Approved TCP
(1)
If forest harvesting is proposed on a site without a previously approved TCP, a Numbered Letter of Exemption
shall be issued by the Planning Director or designee prior to the issuance of the forest harvesting permit by the
County permitting authority.
(2)
An approved Forest Management Plan shall be submitted with the application for a Numbered Exemption.
(3)
A forest harvesting permit shall be obtained from the County permitting authority prior to the commencement of
the harvesting operation. The permit application shall include an approved forest harvest plan and an approved
erosion and sediment control plan. The forest harvesting plan is a plan drawn to scale showing the regulated
environmental features, the areas to be harvested, staging areas, proposed stream crossings, and the forest
harvesting methods proposed for each area to be harvested.
(4)
If a forest harvesting permit is issued for a property with an approved NRI or FSD, the NRI or FSD must be
revised prior to the submittal of any subsequent development applications to reflect the harvested area and the
current condition of the woodlands remaining.
(CB-27-2010)
DIVISION 3. - TREE CANOPY COVERAGE ORDINANCE.
Sec. 25-125. - Purpose.
The purpose of this Division is to:
(a)
Preserve, maintain, enhance, and restore tree canopy coverage on developed and developing sites for the benefit
of County residents and future generations;
(b)
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Establish procedures, standards, and requirements to minimize loss of tree canopy coverage before, during, and
after construction or other land disturbing activities; and
(c)
Establish procedures, standards and requirements for the provision of tree canopy coverage.
(CB-27-2010)
Sec. 25-126. - Definitions.
(a)
Definitions in Subtitle 27 of this Code (the Zoning Ordinance) and Division 2 of Subtitle 25 (the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Ordinance) shall apply to this Division and shall be supplemented by the
definitions in Subsection (b) of this Section unless otherwise noted herein.
(b)
The following terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Tree canopy: The land area under the dripline of an existing tree or group of trees or the amount of credit
provided for planting trees of a certain species and certain size at time of planting in conformance with the
worksheet provided in the Technical Manual.
(2)
Tree canopy coverage: The combined area measured in square feet of the tree canopies of existing trees and trees
planted in conformance with this Division and the Technical Manual. Tree canopy coverage requirements are
measured using a percentage of the gross tract area.
(CB-27-2010)
Sec. 25-127. - Applicability.
(a)
General
(1)
Building and grading permits that propose 5,000 square feet or greater of gross floor area or disturbance shall be
in compliance with this Division, except as provided in Section 25-127(b).
(2)
A Standard or Numbered Letter of Exemption from Division 2 of this Subtitle does not exempt the property
from this Division.
(3)
Any exemption from a provision of the Prince George's County Landscape Manual, per Section 1.1
Applicability, shall not be construed as an exemption from this Division.
(b)
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Exemptions
(1)
The following are exempt from this Division:
(A)
Public buildings and uses as set forth in the Zoning Ordinance.
(B)
Any permit pertaining to an existing single-family detached home.
(C)
Any permit pertaining to an existing townhouse, one family semi-detached, two-family or three-family dwelling
or other similar unit type, except multifamily.
(D)
Properties located in the R-O-S, AG, and AR Zones.
(E)
Properties located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones unless a permit is submitted in
conformance with Section 5B-116(a)(2).
(F)
The environmental setting of a Historic Site.
(G)
Temporary uses listed in the Zoning Ordinance.
(H)
Permits for minor improvements of a limited scope and nature such as, but not limited to, facade restoration,
signage, canopies, mechanical equipment, and construction for general maintenance, or similar alterations as
described in the Zoning Ordinance, or as determined by the Planning Director.
(I)
Properties in a nonresidential or Transit-Oriented/Activity Center zone subject to a Detailed Site Plan or Specific
Design Plan approved before September 1, 2010 or that have maintained an active grading permit since
September 1, 2010.
(CB-27-2010; CB-33-2011; CB-19-2013; CB-66-2014; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-128. - Tree Canopy Coverage Requirements.
(a)
Tree canopy requirements shall be met unless a waiver has been granted pursuant to Section 25-130.
(b)
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All activities that are subject to this Division shall provide the tree canopy percentages listed in Table 1. Tree
canopy coverage requirements are based on the gross tract area.
Table 1. Tree Canopy Requirements by Zone
Zone

Minimum Tree
Canopy Coverage

ROS, AG, AR

Exempt

RE

20%

RR, RSF-95, RSF-65, RSF-A, RMF-12, RMF-20, RMF-48, RMH, R-PD

15%

CGO, CS, IH, IE, IE-PD, CN, NAC, TAC, LTO, RTO-L, RTO-H, NAC-PD, TAC10%
PD, LTO-PD, RTO-PD, MU-PD

LCD, LMXT, LMUTC

Thresholds shall be as
specified by CB-27-2010
for the prior zoning of the
property (before its
designation as a legacy
zone)

(c)
Permits for redevelopment of a previously developed site, which does not qualify for an exemption under
subsection 25-127(b), shall be subject to the tree canopy coverage requirements based on the area within the
limit of disturbance as shown on any Site Plan.
(d)
The requirements of this Division shall be demonstrated on an appropriate plan prepared in conformance with
Part D of the Environmental Technical Manual or prepared in conformance with Section 2, Plan Preparation of
the Prince George's County Landscape Manual.
(CB-27-2010; CB-33-2011; CB-19-2013; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 25-129. - Credit and Security.
(a)
Existing trees to be preserved, proposed on-site woodland conservation, trees planted throughout the site, and
street trees located within the right-of-way along the property frontage may be counted toward meeting this
requirement. Calculations of tree canopy coverage credits shall be completed using the worksheet provided in
the Technical Manual. Credit toward meeting this requirement shall be calculated using the amount of canopy
coverage a planted tree provides in ten years, and/or by calculating the amount of canopy provided by existing
trees to be preserved, regardless of whether or not the existing trees are used to meet other requirements of this
Subtitle.
(b)
Specimen, champion, and historic trees may be credited by counting twice the square footage of the critical root
zone area if they are not within a designated woodland conservation area and if the site has been designed to
ensure long-term survival. If the specimen, champion or historic trees are within a woodland conservation area,
additional credit shall not be calculated. A tree management plan in accordance with the Environmental
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Technical Manual may be required for each specimen, champion, or historic tree preserved for credit under this
paragraph.
(c)
Existing trees that are not bonded through other requirements of the County Code may be required to be bonded
by the approving authority of the development application prior to permit issuance. If a bond is required, the
bond amount shall be equal to the replacement cost of the trees used to meet the tree canopy requirement and
shall be provided prior to permit issuance. The replacement cost for landscaping trees shall be based on the
average cost of the plant material as provided by the applicant, with a 2.5 multiplier to cover installation costs.
The replacement cost for trees used to meet this requirement that are above landscape sizes shall be calculated
by the applicant using the removal cost plus the replacement value. The replacement value shall be calculated
using the latest edition of the "Guide for Plant Appraisal" prepared by the Council of Tree and Landscape
Appraisers.
(d)
If an existing tree proposed to be preserved does not survive construction, mitigation shall be provided as stated
in Section 25-120(c)(6)(D).
(CB-27-2010; CB-33-2011)
Sec. 25-130. - Waivers.
(a)
An applicant may request a full or partial waiver from the requirements of this Division. To approve a full or
partial waiver, the approving authority shall find that the application meets the following standards:
(1)
Topography, site limitations, or other site conditions are such that the full compliance to the requirements are
impossible or impractical to comply with the provision of tree canopy coverage on the site in accordance with
this Division;
(2)
Provision of the full extent of the tree canopy coverage requirement cannot reasonably be expected because of a
lack of rooting space and or soil volume to accommodate healthy tree growth.
(3)
The planting of additional trees will result in the need to remove existing pavement being used to meet other
County Code requirements;
(4)
Existing or proposed parking and loading spaces are not in excess of the minimum necessary according to
Subtitle 27 of this Code; and
(5)
The waiver is the minimum necessary based on the criteria above.
(b)
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A waiver request shall be accompanied by sufficient written, graphic, and/or photographic explanation and a
statement of justification to enable an appropriate evaluation and decision regarding the request.
(c)
A waiver request shall be approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, and/or the District
Council for applications heard by them. The appeal process for waiver requests is the same as the appeal process
as articulated in the Prince George's County Code for the associated application types.
(CB-33-2011; CB-99-2021)
SUBTITLE 26. - VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC.
DIVISION 1. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
Sec. 26-101. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Subtitle, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them hereunder:
(1)
Bicycle means a vehicle that is designed to be operated by human power or with assistance of a motor that has a
capacity of less than 50 cubic centimeters piston displacement or rated less than one brake horsepower, that has
two or three wheels of which one is more than 14 inches in diameter, that have a rear drive, and with wheel
configuration as follows:
(A)
Two wheels — in tandem;
(B)
Three wheels — single front wheel with two rear wheels on a horizontal axis perpendicular to the longitudinal
plane of the front wheel and spaced equidistant from the front wheel centerline;
(C)
For the purposes of this Subtitle, a two or three wheeled vehicle operated by human power and not defined as a
bicycle herein shall be considered a "play vehicle."
(2)
Board of Education means the Prince George's County Board of Education or the Board's duly authorized agent.
(3)
Chief of Police means the Prince George's County Chief of Police or his duly authorized agent.
(4)
Commercial bus means a vehicle designed to carry more than ten passengers and which is used to carry people
for compensation in furtherance of a commercial, for-profit purpose. This shall not include a van-pool operation
as described in the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
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(5)
Commercial Trailer means every trailer or semitrailer designed and used for carrying freight or merchandise and
every trailer or semitrailer used for carrying freight or merchandise in the furtherance of any commercial
enterprise.
(6)
County means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(7)
Director means the Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, his duly authorized agent,
the Executive Director of the Prince George's Revenue Authority, for the limited purpose of designation,
operation and enforcement of parking permit areas in Division 9 of this Subtitle or the Director of Central
Services, for the limited purpose of developing and implementing a reserved and metered parking program for
employee and visitor parking lots or structures at county government facilities.
(8)
Heavy Commercial Truck means trucks except light commercial vehicles.
(9)
Light Commercial Vehicles includes pickups and panel trucks up to and including those of a 3/4-ton capacity
and Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration registration restricting vehicles to 10,000 pounds gross vehicle
weight.
(10)
Loading Zone means space reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles during the loading or unloading of
passengers or property.
(11)
Minibike means a motor vehicle designed to travel on not more than three wheels, that is not registered for use
on the public highways. This definition does not include tractors.
(12)
Operate a Bicycle means to propel a bicycle by human power or to walk or stand with or otherwise be in control
of a bicycle incidental to its propulsion, but does not include the carrying or transporting of a bicycle, without
any passenger or rider thereupon, in any vehicle or carton or by any other similar means.
(13)
Passenger Loading Zone means a place reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles while receiving or discharging
passengers.
(14)
Public Agency is the Prince George's County Government or the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority.
(15)
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Public Bicycle Area means any highway, street, sidewalk, bicycle path, or other facility or area maintained by
the State or designated, established, or maintained by the County pursuant to this Subtitle for the exclusive or
nonexclusive use of bicycles.
(16)
Public Parking Facility means those properties in Prince George's County owned or leased by Prince George's
County and designated for public parking; and those properties in Prince George's County owned or leased and
operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority or the Revenue Authority and designated for
public parking.
(17)
Recorded Images means:
(A)
Images recorded by a traffic control signal monitoring system on two or more photographs, microphotographs,
electronic images, a videotape, or any other medium which shows the rear of a motor vehicle clearly identifying
the registration plate number on the motor vehicle on at least one image or on a portion of tape; or
(B)
Images recorded by a speed monitoring system on a photograph, a microphotograph, an electronic image, a
videotape, or any other medium which shows the rear of the motor vehicle, at least two time-stamped images of
the motor vehicle that include the same stationary object near the motor vehicle, and on at least one image or
portion of tape, a clear and legible identification of the entire registration plate number of the motor vehicle.
(C)
Images recorded by a school bus monitoring camera on two or more photographs, microphotographs, electronic
images, a videotape, or any other medium and on at least one image, photograph, microphotograph, electronic
image, videotape, or any other medium, which shows the motor vehicle, clearly identifying at least one of the
registration plates of the motor vehicle.
(18)
Revenue Authority means the Revenue Authority of Prince George's County.
(18.1)
School Bus Monitoring Camera means a camera placed on a school bus that is designed to capture a recorded
image of a motor vehicle passing a stopped school bus operating alternately flashing red lights on a roadway.
(19)
Speed Monitoring System means a device with one or more motor vehicle sensors producing recorded images of
motor vehicles traveling at speeds at least 12 miles per hour above the posted speed limit.
(20)
State means the State of Maryland.
(21)
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Traffic Control Signal Monitoring System means a device with one or more motor vehicle sensors working in
conjunction with a traffic control signal to produce recorded images of motor vehicles entering into an
intersection against a red signal indication.
(22)
Unpaved Area of a Residential Lot means, in any yard of a lot with one or more dwellings, an area not covered
by asphalt, brick, block, concrete, or other structural material able to hold the weight of a vehicle, but does not
include the uncovered area of a driveway with paved tracks for vehicle wheels.
(23)
Vehicle means any automobile, trailer, or other vehicle of a type required to be registered with the Maryland
Motor Vehicle Administration.
(b)
Whenever any words and phrases used herein are not defined herein but are defined in the State laws regulating
the operation of vehicles, any such definition therein shall be deemed to apply to such words and phrases used
herein, except when the context otherwise requires.
(CB-51-1978; CB-2-1986; CB-111-1987; CB-85-1989; CB-81-1998; CB-1-1999; CB-79-2001; CB-15-2002;
CB-37-2009; CB-40-2011; CB-13-2013)
Sec. 26-102. - Delegation of authority to Director of Public Works and Transportation.
The Director shall determine the installation and proper timing and maintenance of traffic control devices;
conduct engineering analysis of traffic accidents and devise remedial measures; conduct engineering
investigation of traffic conditions; plan the operation of traffic on the streets and highways under the jurisdiction
of this County; make recommendations to the Council for the improvement of traffic conditions in the County
which cannot be accomplished by the directives, orders, rules or regulations promulgated by the Director; and
cooperate with the County Police Department in the development of ways and means to improve traffic
conditions and cooperate in carrying out the additional powers and duties imposed by ordinances of this County
and State.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-103. - Emergency and experimental regulations.
(a)
The Chief of Police by and with the approval of the Director is hereby empowered to make and enforce
temporary or experimental regulations to cover emergencies or special conditions. No such temporary or
experimental regulation shall remain in effect for more than ten (10) days.
(b)
The Chief of Police may authorize the temporary placing of official traffic control devices when required by an
emergency. The Chief of Police shall notify the Director of his action as soon thereafter as is practicable.
(c)
The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to pass and adopt reasonable rules and regulations governing parking,
traffic and the movement of vehicles in the vicinity of any fair, game, parade, or other public event where a large
gathering of people or vehicles is anticipated.
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(d)
The Director may test traffic control devices under actual conditions of traffic.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-104. - Enforcement and obedience to traffic regulations.
(a)
Authority of Police.
(1)
It shall be the duty of the officers of the Police Department, cadets, or such officers as are assigned by the Chief
of Police to enforce all street traffic laws of this County.
(2)
Officers of the Police Department, cadets, crossing guards, or such officers as are assigned by the Chief of
Police are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand or signal in conformance with traffic laws,
provided that, in the event of a fire or other emergency or to expedite traffic or to safeguard pedestrians, officers,
cadets, or crossing guards of the Police Department may direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding
the provisions of the traffic laws. Any person who shall violate or disobey any lawful order or direction of any
police officer, cadet, or crossing guard, or other such officers as assigned by the Chief shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 2. - TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.
Sec. 26-105. - Authority to install traffic control devices.
(a)
The Director shall place and maintain official traffic control devices when and as required under this Subtitle to
make effective the provisions hereof and may place and maintain such additional traffic-control devices on the
streets and highways and public parking facilities under the jurisdiction of this County as may be deemed
necessary to regulate traffic pursuant to County or State law or to guide or warn traffic.
(b)
The Director shall coordinate and approve the installation and maintenance of traffic control signal monitoring
systems as permitted under this Subtitle as may be deemed necessary to regulate and enhance enforcement of
traffic laws pertaining to traffic control signals.
(CB-51-1978; CB-1-1999)
Sec. 26-106. - Manual and specifications for traffic-control devices.
(a)
All traffic-control signs, signals, and devices shall conform to the specifications approved by the State Highway
Administration. All signs and signals required hereunder for a particular purpose shall so far as practicable be
uniform as to type and location throughout the County. All traffic-control devices so erected and not inconsistent
with the provisions of State law or this subtitle shall be official traffic-control devices.
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(b)
All traffic control signal monitoring systems equipment shall conform to the requirements of the Transportation
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-51-1978; CB-1-1999)
Sec. 26-107. - When official traffic control devices required for enforcement purposes.
(a)
No provision of this Subtitle which requires official traffic control devices shall be enforced against an alleged
violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an official device is not in proper position and
sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section does not state
that official traffic control devices are required, such section shall be effective even though no official traffic
control devices are erected or in place.
(b)
For purposes of civil enforcement using recorded images from traffic control signal monitoring systems
equipment, only the traffic control signal is required to be in proper position and visible to an ordinarily
observant person.
(CB-51-1978; CB-1-1999)
Sec. 26-108. - Official traffic control devices; presumption of legality.
(a)
Whenever official traffic control devices are placed in position approximately conforming to the requirements of
this subtitle, such devices shall be presumed to have been so placed by the official act or direction of lawful
authority, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.
(b)
Any official traffic control device placed pursuant to the provisions of this Subtitle and purporting to conform to
the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be presumed to comply with the requirements of this
Subtitle, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.
(c)
Any traffic control signal monitoring system and its recorded images shall be presumed to conform to the lawful
requirements of State and County law, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.
(CB-51-1978; CB-1-1999)
Sec. 26-108.01. - Obedience to regulations and traffic control devices.
(a)
No person, without lawful authority, shall willfully deface, injure, move, or interfere with any sign, signal, or
any other traffic control device, or any part thereof, erected by the authority of the Director or any directions,
lines, or marks painted by the authority of the Director on any pavement, curb, or roadway for the purpose of
directing traffic or parking vehicles.
(b)
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No person shall fail, neglect, or refuse to comply with any instructions or direction on any sign, markings,
signal, or other traffic control device installed by the authority of the Director for the regulation of traffic or
parking.
(c)
No person shall violate any rule, regulation, order, or directive promulgated by the Director as provided in this
Subtitle.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 3. - ROAD MARKINGS.
Sec. 26-109. - Crosswalks and safety zones.
(a)
The director is hereby authorized:
(1)
To designate and maintain, by appropriate devices, marks, or lines upon the surface of the roadway, crosswalks
at intersections where, in his opinion, there is particular danger to pedestrians crossing the roadway, and at such
other places as he may deem necessary.
(2)
To establish safety zones of such kind and character and at such places as he may deem necessary for the
protection of pedestrians.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-110. - Traffic lanes.
The Director is hereby authorized to mark traffic lanes upon the roadway of any street or highway where a
regular alignment of traffic is necessary.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-111. - No-passing zones.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to determine those portions of any highway where overtaking and passing or
driving to the left of the roadway would be especially hazardous and may by appropriate signs or markings on
the roadway indicate the beginning and end of such zones and when such signs or markings are in place and
clearly visible to an ordinarily observant person every driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof.
(b)
Where signs or markings are in place to define a no-passing zone as set forth in Subsection (a) no driver shall at
any time drive on the left side of the roadway within such no-passing zone or on the left side of any pavement
striping designed to mark such no-passing zone throughout its length.
(c)
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This section does not apply when an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the
highway; provided, any person so doing shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling in the proper
direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway within such distances as to constitute an immediate
hazard, nor to the driver of a vehicle turning left into or from a private road or driveway.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 4. - SPEED REGULATIONS.
Sec. 26-112. - State speed laws applicable.
The State traffic laws regulating the speed of vehicles shall be applicable upon all streets within this County,
except where the Director, upon the basis of engineering and traffic investigation, determines that other speed
limits shall be applicable upon specified streets or in certain areas, in which event it shall be unlawful for any
person to drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of any speed so determined when signs are in place giving notice
thereof.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-113. - Altering maximum state speed limits.
The Director is hereby authorized to alter the maximum State speed limits under the limitations set forth by State
law.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-114. - Regulation of speed by traffic signals.
The Director is authorized to regulate the timing of traffic signals so as to permit the movement of traffic in an
orderly and safe manner at speeds slightly at variance from the speeds otherwise applicable within the district or
at intersections and shall erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-114.01. - Authority to install and utilize speed monitoring systems.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 21-809 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as may be
amended from time to time, Prince George's County is authorized to use Speed Monitoring Systems to regulate
traffic.
(b)
The Director, in conjunction with the Chief of Police, and the County Council is authorized to determine those
locations where speed monitoring systems are to be installed.
(c)
All speed monitoring systems shall conform to, and be used in accordance with, the requirements of the
Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-37-2009; CB-73-2021)
Sec. 26-114.02. - Authority to install and utilize residential district speed monitoring systems.
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(a)
Pursuant to Section 21-809 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as may be
amended from time to time, Prince George's County is authorized to use Speed Monitoring Systems, as set forth
in Section 26-114.01 of this Code and Residential District Speed Monitoring Systems as set forth in Section 26114.02 of this Code to regulate traffic.
(b)
"Residential district" means an area that: (1) Is not a business district; and (2) Adjoins and includes a highway
where the property along the highway, for a distance of at least 300 feet, is improved mainly with residences or
residences and buildings used for business, pursuant to Section 21-101 of the Transportation Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
Section 21-809 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland applies to a violation of
Subtitle 8, Speed Restrictions of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as applied in
Prince George's County, recorded by a speed monitoring system that meets the requirements of Section 21-809
and has been placed in Prince George's County, on a highway in a residential district, as defined in Section 21101 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, with a maximum posted speed limit of up
to and including 35 miles per hour, which speed limit was established using generally accepted traffic
engineering practices.
(d)
A residential district speed monitoring system may not be used in a local jurisdiction under Section 21-809 of
the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland unless its use is authorized by the governing body
of the local jurisdiction by local law enacted after reasonable notice and a public hearing.
(e)
The Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, in conjunction with the Chief of Police and
the County Council is authorized to determine those locations where residential district speed monitoring
systems are to be installed.
(f)
All residential district speed monitoring systems shall conform to, and be used in accordance with, the
requirements of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-73-2021)
DIVISION 5. - TURNING MOVEMENTS.
Sec. 26-115. - Authority to place devices altering normal course for turns.
The Director is authorized to place official traffic control devices within or adjacent to intersections indicating
the course to be traveled by vehicles turning at such intersections, and such course to be traveled as so indicated
may conform to or be other than as prescribed by law.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-116. - Authority to place restricted turn signs.
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The Director is hereby authorized to determine those intersections at which drivers of vehicles shall not make a
right, left, or U-turn, and shall place proper signs at such intersections. The making of such turns may be
prohibited between certain hours of any day and permitted at other hours, in which event the same shall be
plainly indicated on the signs or they may be removed when such turns are permitted.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 6. - ONE-WAY STREETS.
Sec. 26-117. - Authority to designate one-way streets and alleys.
The Director is hereby authorized to designate any street or alley or portion thereof upon which vehicular traffic
shall proceed in one direction at all or such times as shall be indicated by official traffic control devices.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-118. - Authority to restrict direction of movement on streets during certain hours.
The Director is hereby authorized to determine and designate streets, parts of streets, or specific lanes thereon
upon which vehicular traffic shall proceed in one direction during one period and the opposite direction during
another period of the day and shall place and maintain appropriate markings, signs, barriers, or other devices to
give notice thereof. The Director may erect signs temporarily designating lanes to be used by traffic moving in a
particular direction, regardless of the center line of the roadway.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 7. - STOP, YIELD, AND SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS.
Sec. 26-119. - Authority to designate through streets and stop and yield intersections.
The Director is hereby authorized to designate through highways and erect stop signs or yield signs at specified
entrances thereto, or may designate intersections or other roadway junctions at which vehicular traffic on one or
more of the roadways should yield or stop and yield before entering the intersection or junction.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-120. - Authority to install traffic control signals and monitoring devices.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to determine those intersections where traffic control signals are to be installed
to regulate traffic.
(b)
The Director, in conjunction with the Chief of Police, is authorized to determine those intersections where traffic
control signal monitoring systems are to be installed to regulate traffic. The Director is authorized to contract
with the State of Maryland and municipalities for the installation of traffic control signal monitoring systems at
intersections in the County which are in whole or in part under the jurisdiction of the State or municipality.
(c)
The Purchasing Agent, upon the recommendation of the Chief of Police, is authorized to contract with the State
or another county within Maryland, without the need for obtaining competitive bids, for the processing of
recorded images and civil citations for violations recorded by a traffic control signal monitoring system.
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(CB-51-1978; CB-1-1999)
Sec. 26-120.1. - Authority to install and utilize school bus cameras.
(a)
Pursuant to Section 21-706.1 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as may be
amended from time to time, Prince George's County is authorized to install and utilize school bus monitoring
cameras to regulate traffic.
(b)
The Chief of Police, in consultation with the Board of Education, is authorized to install, operate, and maintain
school bus monitoring cameras on school buses as permitted by Section 21-706.1 of the Transportation Article
of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(c)
A person who commits a violation recorded by a school bus monitoring camera is subject to a civil penalty of
One Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150.00).
(d)
All school bus monitoring cameras shall conform to, and be used in accordance with the requirements of the
Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(e)
The County shall use any fines collected by the County for a violation recorded by a school bus monitoring
camera to:
(1)
Recover the costs of installing, operating, and maintaining school bus monitoring cameras; and
(2)
For public safety purposes, including pedestrian safety programs.
(CB-13-2013)
DIVISION 8. - PARKING REGULATIONS.
Sec. 26-121. - Authority of Director.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized, on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation, to prohibit, regulate,
or limit stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles at all times or during specified hours.
(b)
No prohibition, regulation, or limitation relating to stopping, standing, or parking imposed under this or any
other ordinance of the County which requires an official traffic control device shall be effective unless official
traffic control devices are erected and in place at the time of any alleged offense and it shall be the duty of the
Director to erect and maintain such devices.
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(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-122. - Parking for longer than seventy-two hours prohibited.
(a)
No person shall park or allow to stand any vehicle on any of the public streets or roadways in the County for a
period in excess of seventy-two (72) hours.
(b)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-20-1999)
Sec. 26-122.01. - Curbstoning, parking and/or selling or offering for sale vehicles on County roads, County
property, County right-of-way, prohibited; providing for the seizure of vehicles.
(a)
Pursuant to State law, Transportation Article, Section 15-101 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, a person who
offers to sell three or more vehicles during any 12-month period is presumed to have acquired the vehicles for
resale purposes. A person who sells the referenced amount of cars during the stated time period is deemed to be
a dealer and is subject to obtaining a dealer license pursuant to State law. Persons committing curbstoning are
deemed to be selling vehicles as an unlicensed vehicle dealer, subject to State regulation.
(b)
Curbstoning may also consist of one or more of the following criteria:
(1)
The license plates are out of State, issued temporarily, are dealer tags and/or are missing altogether;
(2)
The seller admits that he/she is a dealer but says that it is a personal vehicle;
(3)
The seller insists on a cash payment;
(4)
The vehicle's title is not in the seller's name;
(5)
The seller offers to do the tag and title paperwork;
(6)
The title is recently issued or the seller refuses to show you the title;
(7)
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The seller gives only a pager or cell phone number;
(8)
The same number is listed for multiple vehicles in the newspaper or outdoor location;
(9)
The vehicles are for sale by the roadside;
(10)
The seller wants to meet at a different location other than his or her residence; and
(11)
Any one of these criteria may be indicative, but not conclusive, of curbstoning.
(c)
Unless otherwise permitted by law, a person shall not sell or offer to sell a vehicle or vehicles on any County
roads, County property or in a County right-of-way.
(d)
After receiving a warning from an enforcement agency, which may include the Prince George's County Police
Department, a person that continues to sell or offers to sell a vehicle or vehicles in violation of this Act, shall be
subject to the enforcing agency, which may include the Department of the Environment, seizing the vehicle or
vehicles and taking them to a County storage facility.
(CB-63-2016)
Sec. 26-122.02. - For Sale vehicles.
(a)
A vehicle may be deemed to be "for sale", based on regulations promulgated by the enforcement agencies,
regardless of whether or not it has a For Sale sign.
(CB-63-2016)
Sec. 26-123. - Overnight and weekend parking of commercial buses, trailers, and trucks restricted; impounding;
penalty.
(a)
No person shall park any commercial bus, commercial trailer, or heavy commercial truck on any street or
highway in the County, outside the corporate limits of any municipality.
(b)
This Section shall not apply to vehicles which are in the course of a commercial purpose and do not park for
more than a two (2) hour period.
(c)
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Any vehicle which is parked in violation of this Section shall be subject to being towed by the Police
Department from such highway or street and impounded after it has been parked for a twenty-four (24) hour
period. The impoundment of the vehicle shall be done pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle.
(d)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) for each violation.
(e)
If any municipality in Prince George's County shall adopt this Section as it may be amended from time to time
and without modification, and request that the County enforce the provisions hereof within the corporate limits
of such municipality, the County shall hereafter administer and enforce the provisions of this Section within such
incorporated municipality.
(CB-51-1978; CB-18-1979; CB-111-1979; CB-72-1981; CB-124-1982; CB-2-1986; CB-81-1998; CB-20-1999;
CB-79-2001; CB-81-2006)
Sec. 26-124. - Authority to designate loading zones.
The Director is hereby authorized to determine the location of loading zones and passenger loading zones and
shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the same and stating the hours during which the provisions
of this Section are applicable.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-125. - Standing in passenger loading zones.
(a)
No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of time other than for the expeditious
loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked as a passenger loading zone during hours when the
regulations applicable to such loading zone are effective, and then only for a period not to exceed three (3)
minutes.
(b)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for
each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979)
Sec. 26-126. - Standing in loading zones.
(a)
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other than for the expeditious
unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of materials in any place marked as a loading zone during hours
when the provisions applicable to such zones are in effect. In no case shall the stop for loading and unloading of
property exceed thirty (30) minutes.
(b)
The driver of a passenger vehicle may stop temporarily at a loading zone for the purpose of, and while actually
engaged in, loading or unloading passengers when such stopping does not interfere with any vehicle which is
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waiting to enter or about to enter such zone to load or unload property.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Twenty Dollars ($20.00)
for each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-79-1990)
Sec. 26-127. - Standing or parking restricted at bus stops.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to approve or disapprove the location of bus stops or rescind or modify any
prior approval heretofore given.
(b)
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other than a bus within thirty (30) feet of a bus stop, except that a
driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose of, and while actually engaged in,
loading or unloading passengers when such stopping does not interfere with any bus waiting to enter or about to
enter such zone. Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Subsection shall be subject to a fine of
Twenty Dollars ($20.00) for each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-79-1990)
Sec. 26-127.01. - Parking of unregistered motor vehicles or unregistered trailers.
(a)
A vehicle for which two registration plates are required, one plate shall be attached on the front and the other on
the rear of the vehicle.
(b)
No person shall park any unregistered motor vehicle or unregistered trailer upon the highways, roads, streets, or
other public property in the County at any time.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Sixty Dollars ($60.00) for
each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-14-1985; CB-20-1999; CB-39-2011)
Sec. 26-127.02. - Stopping, standing, or parking on private property.
(a)
No person shall park, stop, or stand a vehicle on any private property not owned by the owner or driver of the
vehicle unless the person has express or implied permission from the property owner, his tenant, or his agent to
park, stop, or stand the vehicle, as the case may be.
(b)

2211/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
each violation.
(c)
The Revenue Authority of Prince George's County shall be authorized to enforce this Code provision.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-14-1985; CB-20-1999; CB-94-2003)
Sec. 26-127.03. - Reserved parking for the handicapped.
(a)
No person shall stand or park a vehicle in any parking space on public or private property which is designated as
parking reserved for the physically handicapped with the proper signs posted in conformance with the most
recent edition of the State of Maryland Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways,
unless said vehicle displays a special handicapped registration plate or permit issued by the State.
(b)
No person shall duplicate or falsify a special handicapped registration plate or permit issued by the State.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Two Hundred and Fifty
Dollars ($250.00) for each violation.
(d)
The provisions of Section 26-163.01 shall not be subject to the penalty imposed under this Section.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-72-1981; CB-120-1982; CB-21-1988; CB-59-1988; CB-39-2011)
Sec. 26-127.04. - Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified places.
(a)
General rule. The provisions of this Section apply except as necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or traffic control device.
(b)
Stopping, standing, or parking. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle:
(1)
In front of a public driveway;
(2)
On a sidewalk;
(3)
In an intersection;
(4)
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On a crosswalk;
(5)
Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty (30) feet of points on the curb immediately opposite
the ends of a safety zone, unless the Director indicates a different length by signs or markings;
(6)
Alongside or opposite any highway excavation or obstruction if to do so would obstruct traffic;
(7)
On any bridge or other elevated structure on a highway;
(8)
In a highway tunnel;
(9)
At any place where stopping is prohibited by an official sign; or
(10)
On any entrance or exit ramp of any highway with two or more lanes for traffic moving in the same direction.
(c)
Standing or parking. No person shall stand or park a vehicle:
(1)
Within three (3) feet of a private driveway without the consent of the owner or occupant of the premises;
(2)
Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant;
(3)
Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;
(4)
Within thirty (30) feet on the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic control signal
located at the side of a roadway;
(5)
Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station or on the side of a highway opposite the
entrance to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance, if properly sign posted;
(6)
At any place where standing is prohibited by an official sign;
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(7)
On the roadway side of any other vehicle that is stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a highway; or
(8)
On a curve or hill where solid lines on the surface of the roadway indicate a zone in which passing is prohibited;
(9)
With both of the side wheels more than twelve (12) inches from the curb;
(10)
In a direction other than the flow of traffic;
(11)
So as to prevent another vehicle already stopped near the curb or otherwise legally parked, from moving away;
(12)
Not wholly within a designated parking space, or within two (2) feet of the front or rear bumper of another
vehicle parked at or parallel to the curb;
(13)
In a taxi stand when properly posted by official signs;
(14)
Upon any street or alley in such a manner or under such conditions as to leave available less than nine (9) feet of
the width of a roadway for free movement of vehicular traffic;
(15)
Upon any street where no-passing lines have been marked in such a manner or under such conditions as to leave
available less than nine (9) feet of width of the roadway between said vehicle and the no-passing line;
(16)
Upon the left-hand side of a highway which includes two or more separate roadways with traffic restricted to
one direction upon any such roadway unless signs are erected to permit such standing or parking on any such
one-way roadway;
(17)
Between the curb lines and the adjacent property lines except where signs are installed designating this as a
permissible parking area.
(18)
On an unpaved area of a residential lot.
(19)
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Within ten feet of a curb-side residential mailbox, except Sundays and Federal holidays, subject to a complaint
by the property owner.
(20)
On any County roads, County property or in a County right-of-way for the sale or attempted sale of a vehicle or
vehicles.
(d)
Parking. No person shall park a vehicle:
(1)
Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail in a railroad grade crossing;
(2)
Unless for the use of handicapped individual, in a space or zone marked as restricted for the use of handicapped
individuals;
(3)
At any other place where parking is prohibited by an official sign.
(e)
Penalty. Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Fifty Dollars
($50.00) and for curbstoning, a fine of up to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for each offense.
(f)
Penalty. Notwithstanding Section 26-127.04(e), any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section
pertaining to residential parking shall be subject to a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-14-1985; CB-20-1999; CB-15-2002; CB-81-2003; CB-39-2011; CB-13-2015;
CB-63-2016; CB-96-2018)
Sec. 26-128. - Reserved parking spaces designated.
(a)
The Director is authorized, from time to time, to designate certain property for the parking of vehicles to be so
designated by the affixing of a sign or other markings on or near the area so reserved. Signs or markings so
erected shall be erected only under order of the County Executive or his designee in areas and under the
conditions in the Order.
(b)
The Director may reserve parking for individuals, groups of individuals or to the public at large and for any
other use designated by the County Executive or his designee. The Director shall reserve not less than fifteen
(15) parking spaces for the County Council, to be designated as the County Council shall direct in an area
suitable to the County Council.
(c)
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The designated use appearing upon any sign so affixed by the Director shall be prima facie evidence as to the
purpose for which the area may be used and that the sign was affixed by the Director.
(d)
Parking permits may be issued by the County Executive for reserved parking spaces or areas created under this
Section. Said parking permits shall be conspicuously displayed as directed by Administrative Procedure. Any
vehicle upon which said reserved permit is not displayed in the manner required shall be presumed to be
unlawfully parked in said reserved space or area.
(CB-58-1971; CB-9-1972; CB-51-1978; CB-120-1982; CB-85-1989)
Sec. 26-129. - Unauthorized use of reserved parking spaces; impounding; penalty.
(a)
No person shall park, store, or leave any vehicle of any kind, whether attended or not, and no owner of any
vehicle of any kind shall allow, permit, or suffer any vehicle to be parked, stored, or left, whether attended or
not, upon any property owned or leased by the County and used for parking purposes, including access and
egress roadways, without the consent of the County Executive.
(b)
Any vehicle found parked in a reserved parking space designated as provided in Section 26-128, whose owner or
driver is not authorized to park in the space, may be impounded by the Police Department or County work force.
The impoundment of the vehicle shall be done pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) for each violation.
(CB-58-1971; CB-9-1972; CB-51-1978: CB-111-1979; CB-124-1982; CB-85-1989)
Sec. 26-130. - Reserved.
Sec. 26-131. - Erection of parking meters; parkings; maintenance.
(a)
The Director shall be authorized, from time to time, to designate certain County owned or leased property for the
erection of parking meters. Parking meters so erected shall be erected only under County Executive Order in
areas and under the conditions as designated in such Order.
(b)
Any parking meter so erected shall have affixed on or about it a sign or writing notifying prospective users of the
conditions of parking. The designated use appearing upon any parking meter or writing so affixed by the
Director shall be prima facie evidence as to the purpose for which the adjacent area may be used and that the
sign or writing was affixed by the Director.
(c)
It shall be the duty of the Director to see to the maintenance of parking meters and periodic collection of money
deposited in any parking meters erected pursuant to this Division.
(CB-51-1978)
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Sec. 26-132. - Use of parking meters; impounding; penalty.
(a)
No person shall park, store, or leave any vehicle of any kind, whether attended or not, and no owner of any
vehicle shall allow, permit, or suffer the vehicle to be parked, stored, or left, whether attended or not, upon any
property upon which have been erected parking meters by the Director, except in strict conformance with the
designated use, time, and other conditions appearing on or about any parking meters erected thereon.
(b)
Any vehicle found parked, stored, or left in violation of the conditions found on or about any parking meter may
be impounded by the Police Department or the Revenue Authority, or any County work force. The impoundment
of the vehicle shall be done pursuant to Division 18 of Subtitle 26 of this Code.
(c)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of not more than TwentyFive Dollars ($25.00) for each offense.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-124-1982; CB-79-1990; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-39-2011)
Sec. 26-133. - Damaging parking meters or signs.
(a)
No person shall willfully damage, destroy, or tamper with any parking meter, sign, or writing erected pursuant to
this Division.
(b)
Any person violating this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a
fine not exceeding Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for each offense.
(CB-51-1978; CB-85-1989)
Sec. 26-134. - Enforcement of parking regulations.
It shall be the duty of the Police Officers of the County, the Revenue Authority, or any other County employees
specifically designated by the County Executive, to enforce the provisions of this Division.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1987; CB-79-1990; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-94-2003)
Sec. 26-135. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - PARKING PERMIT AREAS.
Sec. 26-136. - Designation of parking permit areas.
(a)
The County Executive or County Council, by resolution, is authorized to designate roads, streets, and other areas
in the County as Parking Permit Areas in which the parking of vehicles is restricted during specified times,
unless a proper parking permit is displayed in or on the vehicle. The parking restrictions shall normally limit
nonresident parking to periods of three (3) hours or less between the hours of 7 A.M. and 6 P.M., Monday
through Saturday, excluding holidays; however, when deemed necessary the County Executive or County
Council may prescribe other hours and days when the parking restrictions are operative. Subject to Subsection
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(b), the County Executive or County Council may prohibit all nonresident parking in a Parking Permit Area
during the specified times when the restrictions are in effect.
(b)
Except as modified below, the following shall be necessary to the designation of a County Parking Permit Area:
(1)
The area shall be one consisting solely of residential uses and in which commercial and industrial uses do not
exist.
(2)
A County traffic engineering survey shall establish that during the time period when parking restrictions may be
imposed:
(A)
Nonresidents park their vehicles in the area and proceed by other means to an area of commercial or industrial
use, to a school or recreational area, or to public transportation; or in the alternative, park their vehicles in the
area and proceed to a multifamily unit or complex; and
(B)
The average number of vehicles parked as described in (2)(A) is in excess of twenty-five percent (25%) of the
number of parking spaces available to the public without charge in the area and the total number of such spaces
occupied by any vehicles exceeds seventy-five percent (75%) of such spaces; and
(C)
At least twenty-five percent (25%) of the affected residential units have less than two (2) off-street parking
spaces.
(3)
A residential area may be considered for parking permit restrictions upon request of the residents affected or
upon request of the elected officials of any incorporated municipality.
(4)
Before a parking permit area is established or terminated, the County Executive or their designee shall cause a
public hearing to be held. The hearing shall be at a location within or reasonably adjacent to the area concerned
and shall be preceded by due public notice published in a County newspaper of record. The notice shall state the
time, place, and purpose of the hearing, the exact description of the area being considered, the time proposed for
restrictive parking and any parking permit fee proposed. In addition to the published notice, reasonable efforts
shall be made to mail a similar notice to each household within the parking permit area.
(5)
In residential areas adjacent to a proposed facility required to construct over 3,000 parking spaces, the County
Executive is authorized to determine the requirements of the traffic engineering survey to assure that a parking
permit area may be established and implemented prior to the opening of that facility, so long as any overflow
parking generated by such facility has a minimal impact on the surrounding residential areas.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978; CB-8-1979; CB-115-1979; CB-37-1981; CB-53-1985; CB-57-1997; CB-50-2019)
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Sec. 26-137. - Parking permits.
Permits for parking in any Parking Permit Area may be granted under objective criteria to be established by the
County Executive to include, but not necessarily be limited to, residents of the area for every vehicle owned by
such residents; and visitors of residents of the area for a period of 30 days, which permit may be renewable.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978; CB-136-1979)
Sec. 26-138. - Exceptions.
(a)
Parking restrictions of this Division shall not apply to service or delivery vehicles being used to provide services
or delivery to a resident of the area.
(b)
The County Executive shall except metered parking spaces from area restrictions.
(c)
There shall also be issued permits exempting handicapped persons from the restrictions of any parking permit
area which may be established; automobiles equipped with special handicapped license plates shall need no
further permit under this Section.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-139. - Signs.
Following designation of a Parking Permit Area, the County Executive shall cause parking signs to be placed in
the area indicating the parking restrictions and the parking permit exceptions.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-140. - Parking area violation; penalty.
(a)
No person shall park any vehicle or use any parking permit in a manner contrary to the regulations and
provisions established by the County Executive pursuant to this Division.
(b)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) for each violation.
(c)
It shall be the duty of the Police Officers of the County, the Revenue Authority, or any other County employees
specifically designated by the County Executive, to enforce the provisions of this Division. The Police
Department is authorized to impound and remove any vehicle parked in violation of the regulations and
provisions established pursuant to this Division without prior notice pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle.
(d)
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The Revenue Authority may designate persons to enforce the provisions of this Division for property owned or
operated by the Revenue Authority or other such public parking facilities or streets and highways as may be
designated by Executive Order and approved by the County Council for enforcement by the Revenue Authority.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-14-1985; CB-57-1997; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-94-2003;
CB-96-2018)
Sec. 26-141. - Application within a municipality.
The provisions of this Division do not apply within a municipality; provided, however, a municipality may adopt
its own municipal ordinance establishing Municipal Parking Permit Areas. The County may enforce a Municipal
Parking Permit Area created by a municipality if requested to do so by the municipality and provided that
municipality shall transmit to the County Executive an authenticated copy of any municipal ordinance enacted to
create a Municipal Parking Permit Area.
(CB-15-1978; CB-51-1978; CB-115-1979)
Sec. 26-141.01. - Parking Permit Areas Designated by Petition.
(a)
Definitions. The following definitions are applicable in Section 26-141.01 of the County Code:
(1)
Authority means the Prince George's County Revenue Authority or its Executive Director.
(2)
Heavy Commercial Truck means trucks except light commercial vehicles.
(3)
Inoperable Vehicle means a vehicle with one or more of its major mechanical components, including but not
limited to engine, transmission, drive train and wheels, is missing or not functional unless such vehicle is kept in
an enclosed building or as permitted by Subtitle 13 or Subtitle 27 of the Code.
(4)
Light Commercial Vehicles include pickups, panel trucks and work vans up to and including those of a ¾-ton
capacity and Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration registration restricting vehicles to 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight
(5)
Residential Parking Permit Area means the designation of the County roads, streets, subdivisions and other areas
as residential parking permit area in which the parking of vehicles is restricted during specified times, unless a
proper parking permit or other identifiable device is displayed in or on the vehicle.
(6)
Parking Permit means a placard, sticker or other identifiable device that specifies the vehicle is authorized to
park in the Residential Parking Permit Area.
(b)
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The residents of a proposed parking permit area may petition the Authority to become a Residential Parking
Permit Area. For parking permit areas designated by petition the following shall be necessary for the designation
of a Residential Parking Permit Area:
(1)
The area shall be one consisting solely of residential uses and in which commercial and industrial uses do not
exist.
(2)
A residential street or area may be considered for parking permit restrictions upon request of the residents
affected or upon request of an elected official of the County by submitting a petition.
(3)
A petition indicating that at least sixty percent (60%) of the residential property owners or lease holders in the
permit parking area approve the parking permit area is required. A petition, with the required sixty percent
(60%) of the residential property owner or lease holder signatures, shall be submitted to the Authority. The
Authority shall accept one authorized signature per property in the proposed Residential Parking Permit Area.
(c)
The parking permit area petition shall include, in addition to subsection (b) (1), (2) and (3):
(1)
The designation of what County roads, streets, subdivisions and other areas are to be designated as a Residential
Parking Permit Area.
(2)
That the parking restrictions shall apply at all times except that nonresident parking is allowed for periods of
three (3) hours or less between the hours of 7 A.M. and 6 P.M., Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays;
however, the petitioners may prescribe other hours and days when the parking restrictions are operative in the
petition.
(d)
(1) The Authority shall review the petition and evaluate the designation as a Residential Parking Permit Area,
including providing referrals to such County departments or agencies as necessary, and to schedule a public
hearing, pursuant to this subsection, within ninety (90) days of receipt of the petition.
(2)
Before a parking permit area is established by petition or terminated, the Authority or its designee shall cause a
public hearing to be held. The hearing shall be held at a location within or reasonably adjacent to the area of the
proposed parking permit area and shall be preceded by due public notice published in a County newspaper of
record. The public notice shall state the time, place, and purpose of the hearing, the exact description of the area
being considered and the time proposed for restrictive parking. In addition to the published notice, the Authority
shall mail a similar notice to each household within the parking permit area.
(3)
(i) After the public hearing, the Authority shall approve, deny or modify the parking permit area within sixty
(60) days of the public hearing. The Authority shall specify in writing the grounds for the approval, denial or
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modification and provide notice to the petition signatories and to the elected official of the County making the
request.
(ii)
In case of a denial by the Authority, the petition signatories may appeal the decision of the Authority to the
Director on such reasonable grounds or by showing a petition indicating that ninety percent (90%) of the
property owners or lease holders in the proposed permit parking area approve of the designation.
(4)
Following a designation of a Residential Parking Permit Area, the Authority shall cause parking signs to be
placed in the area indicating the parking restrictions and the parking permit exceptions.
(e)
After at least twelve months period of operation, the Authority may accept petitions, signed by at least sixty
percent (60%) of the residential property owners or lease holders in the permit parking area, for the termination
of Residential Parking Permit Area. The Authority shall follow the public hearing and notification procedures in
Section 26-141.01(d)(2) before terminating a Residential Parking Permit Area.
(f)
(1) The following vehicles are not eligible for parking permits in a residential parking permit area: (i) vehicles
with out-of-state license plates, except those registered to a member of the military, a Federal, State, County or
other governmental vehicle or student temporarily residing in the Residential Parking Permit Area; (ii)
inoperable vehicles; (iii) vehicles lacking current registration; and (iv) heavy commercial trucks.
(2)
As provided in Section 26-122 of the County Code, no person shall park or allow to stand any vehicle on any of
the public streets or roadways in the County for a period in excess of seventy-two (72) hours.
(3)
As provided in Section 26-162 of the County Code, the removal of abandoned and inoperable vehicles is
required within forty-eight (48) hours.
(g)
The following vehicles are exempt from the provisions of this Section, emergency vehicles, and public utility
vehicles, heavy commercial trucks, light commercial vehicles or other service vehicles, if they are in the course
of conducting work within the designated residential parking permit area.
(h)
Parking permits shall be renewed every two years through the Authority. Parking permits shall specify the
vehicle and its owner and if any guest permits are authorized. The Authority may limit the number guest permits
issued, including for light commercial vehicles.
(i)
Parking permit application shall require proof of residency within the designated area and proof of vehicle
ownership or other authority to operate the vehicle. Parking permits will not be issued for vehicles where the
registration information does not match the name and address of the resident, except as provided in subsection
(f)(1)(i) of this section or by Authority rule or regulation.
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(j)
The Authority shall administer the residential parking permit areas by petition, may promulgate such rules and
regulations as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Division and is authorized to engage such businesses,
consultants and experts to assist in their duties in administering the parking permit areas by petition.
(k)
Enforcement of the parking permit areas by petition established by this Division shall be the same as in Section
26-140 of the County Code.
(CB-40-2011)
DIVISION 10. - TOWING AND IMPOUNDMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES FROM PRIVATE PROPERTY.
Sec. 26-142. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings assigned below,
except in those instances in which the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)
Authorized towing company means a towing company duly licensed by Prince George's County, Maryland,
pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 5, Division 21, of this Code.
(2)
County means Prince George's County, Maryland.
(3)
County Police means the County Police of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(3.1)
Director means the Director of the Environment.
(4)
Impounding means the temporary storage of a vehicle that has been removed from private property, as herein
defined, at a facility maintained by the County.
(5)
Motor Vehicle Administration means the Motor Vehicle Administration of the State of Maryland.
(6)
Motor Vehicle Law of Maryland means Titles 11 through 27 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code
of Maryland (1977), as may be amended from time to time.
(7)
Private property means private property which has been posted by the owner of the property against
unauthorized parking pursuant to the provisions of this Division.
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(8)
Property owner includes the owner of property or any person having a possessory interest in such property.
(9)
Towing means the moving or removing of a vehicle by a tow truck.
(10)
Towing company means person or other entity that provides towing services.
(11)
Vehicle means a vehicle as defined in Section 11-176 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland (1977) as amended from time to time, which includes but is not limited to motor vehicles, motorcycles
and trailers.
(CB-32-1975; CB-46-1977; CB-51-1978; CB-124-1982; CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 26-142.01. - Parking on posted property; determination of owner.
It shall be unlawful for any person to park or cause to be parked a vehicle on private property which has been
posted against parking pursuant to this Division without the consent of the owner of said property. The last
owner of record of a vehicle found parked illegally on private property, as shown by the files of the Motor
Vehicle Administration, a comparable agency in any other state or by any other evidence, shall be presumed to
have been the owner of such vehicle at the time it was parked and the person who parked or caused to be parked
said vehicle. Any property owner desiring to utilize the procedures provided by this Division shall enter into a
contract for such towing service with a towing company licensed by the Department.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 26-142.02. - Obtaining of signs; execution of agreement.
(a)
Any property owner desiring to utilize the procedures provided by this Division shall obtain from the Director
approval for signs which shall be posted on said owner's property, pursuant to 26-142.03 of the section. Before
erecting said sign or signs, a property owner shall execute an indemnification and save- harmless agreement
which shall provide that the property owner shall indemnify and save harmless the County against any claim of
damage resulting from the towing and impoundment of vehicles removed from said private property pursuant to
this Division.
(b)
Any signs, permits or stickers or other method indicating authorized parking on posted property must be
approved by the Director as to design, size and content.
(c)
Any property owner or management company that fails to comply with this section shall be subject to a fine of
$250 for the first offense and $500 for any subsequent offense.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009)
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Editor's note— Under this Section a property owner shall have a three (3) month period to meet the
requirements for posting of signs approved by the Director and that, at the discretion of the Director for good
cause shown, may have one additional three (3) month extension to meet the requirements.
Sec. 26-142.03. - Content and location of signs.
(a)
Signs as described in Section 26-142.02 shall include the international tow truck symbol and state that
unauthorized parking is prohibited and that vehicles parked without authorization may be towed and impounded
without notice at the vehicle owner's expense. Said signs shall be posted in such a manner and in such location
as to be clearly visible from each entrance to the property where parking is to be prohibited, be at least eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches in size, and made of a reflective material that can be seen in low light.
(b)
On the same sign, the property owner shall post the telephone number and name of each towing company hired
to tow unauthorized vehicles from the property and the address of the location where the vehicle can be
reclaimed The towing company shall answer this telephone number twenty-four (24) hours per day, seven (7)
days a week.
(c)
Any tow company, property owner or management company that fails to comply with this section shall be
subject to a fine of $250 for the first offense and $500 for any subsequent offense.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009)
Editor's note— Under this Section a property owner shall have a three (3) month period to meet the
requirements for posting of signs approved by the Director and that, at the discretion of the Director for good
cause shown, may have one additional three (3) month extension to meet the requirements.
Sec. 26-142.04. - Complaint by property owner; penalty.
(a)
Any property owner or property owner's agent may, when a vehicle is parked without authorization upon his
private property without his consent, make a complaint to a licensed towing company in Prince George's County
stating that he requests that said vehicle be removed from his property. Said complaint shall be on a tow slip
required by Section 26-142.05 and shall contain a statement made by the property owner or property owner's
agent that the vehicle which they seek to have removed was parked on the property without consent, that all
required signage was in place, except in the case of a single family dwelling, and was clearly visible. A property
owner or property owner's agent who knowingly makes a false statement on the form is guilty of a misdemeanor
and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to
exceed six (6) months, or both.
(b)
The tow truck operator that is to tow any vehicle under the provisions of this section may not sign the required
form as an agent of the property owner, except as provided for in Section 26-142.05(c).
(c)
It shall be unlawful for a tow truck operator to possess blank forms that have been pre-signed by a property
owner or property owner's agent.
2225/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(d)
It shall be unlawful for a property owner or property owner's agent to authorize a tow for an expired tags
registration for an operable vehicle if the tags have be expired for less than thirty (30) days, unless there is
evidence that the vehicle has been abandoned.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 26-142.05. - Tow slip.
(a)
The towing company shall present to the property owner or property owner's agent a tow slip, approved by the
Director as to form and content, which shall consist of one (1) original and two (2) copies. The towing company
and the property owner or the property owner's agent shall cause said tow slip to be completed by filling in all
pertinent data. Before towing or removing the subject vehicle, the towing company shall cause the property
owner or property owner's agent to sign said tow slip in the place provided. The tow truck operator shall keep
the signed tow slip with them while towing the vehicle to the approved tow storage facility, at which time it will
be placed with the licensee's daily tow log.
(b)
The tow slip shall provide, as a minimum, spaces for filling in pertinent data as make and model of the vehicle,
vehicle identification number, date and time of towing, license plate number, location towed from, name of
complaining party, specific reason for the towing of the unauthorized vehicle, name and phone number of
towing company, the tow company's license number, and location where vehicle will be stored.
(c)
If the property owner has a written contract with the licensed towing company, the property owner or property
owner's agent shall not be required to either sign a complaint or tow slip prior to the towing or removal of an
unauthorized vehicle from his property in the following instances:
(1)
If the towing occurs during the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M.; or
(2)
If the vehicle is directly blocking a clearly marked fire lane, no parking zone, a handicapped parking space or
access to the property or a building on the property.
(d)
Prior to the towing or removal of an unauthorized vehicle pursuant to this Section, the towing company shall
photograph the vehicle in a manner that clearly documents the unauthorized parking of the vehicle. A copy of
the photograph shall be kept with the vehicle while being transported and at the location where the vehicle is
stored. The photograph shall be available for inspection by any interested party for a period of at least one (1)
year. A copy of the photograph shall be provided to the vehicle owner upon request.
(e)
A receipt shall be provided upon release of the vehicle. The receipt shall specify the name, address and phone
number of the towing company, the make, model and Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of the vehicle, the
license plate number, the tow company's license number, the time at which the vehicle was towed, the location
from which the vehicle was towed, the reason for the towing, the location where the vehicle was towed and any
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other location at which the vehicle was stored. The receipt shall also include information on the legal right of the
vehicle owner to request a hearing pursuant to Section 26-142.10 of this Code.
(f)
Each towing company shall provide to the property owner a written list of all vehicles towed for which a signed
towing slip was not obtained within twenty-four (24) hours of the tow. The list shall specifically identify each
vehicle, including make, model, Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), and license plate number. The property
owner shall be responsible for keeping this list for at least ninety (90) days.
(CB-27-1987; CB-101-2001; CB-82-2004; CB-41-2005; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 26-142.06. - Towing of vehicle.
(a)
After completion of the requirements of Section 26-142.05 of this Division, the towing company may proceed to
tow the subject vehicle to an impoundment facility maintained by the County Police or by an authorized towing
company.
(b)
A towing company may not tow a vehicle defined as abandoned pursuant to Section 26-162 of this Code until
forty-eight (48) hours after notice of such proposed towing has been securely attached to and conspicuously
displayed on the vehicle.
(c)
Immediately prior to the attachment of the subject vehicle, the authorized towing company shall notify the
County Police, by phone or computer, of the date and time of the towing, the location of the tow, the make and
model of the vehicle, the license plate number and the reason for the tow. Within one (1) hour after removing the
subject vehicle from the property, the authorized towing company shall verify to the County Police, by phone,
fax or computer, the above information and shall provide the vehicle identification number of the vehicle. The
Director is authorized, pursuant to this section, to issue regulations to implement this provision.
(d)
A towing company that undertakes the towing or removal of a vehicle from private property may not employ
individuals, commonly referred to as "spotters", whose primary task is to report the presence of unauthorized
parked vehicles for the purposes of towing or removal.
(e)
A towing company shall not pay or offer to pay a property owner or a property owner's agent, and a property
owner or his agent shall not solicit or accept payment or services of any kind for authorizing the towing of a
vehicle from any private property.
(f)
A person who violates this Section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not
exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both.
(CB-27-1987; CB-41-2005; CB-35-2007; CB-40-2009)
Sec. 26-142.07. - Maintenance during impoundment.
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The impoundment custodian shall keep the keys to the vehicle, if same are therein, in his possession at all times
while the vehicle is impounded. He shall keep the impounded vehicle secure and make periodic inspections of
all impounded vehicles.
(CB-27-1987)
Sec. 26-142.08. - Notification to owner.
(a)
Within three (3) full business days after impoundment of any vehicle pursuant to Section 26-146.06 of this
Code, the towing company shall mail a notice by certified mail to the last known registered owner of the vehicle,
the insurer and to each secured party, as may be disclosed by the vehicle license number or vehicle identification
number, if such be obtainable, and to any other person who claims the right to possession of the vehicle, if such
a claim is actually known to the towing company. If a vehicle is redeemed prior to the mailing of such notice,
then notice need not be mailed.
(b)
The notice shall:
(1)
State that the vehicle has been taken into custody for violation of the County ordinance prohibiting unauthorized
parking on private property;
(2)
State the year, make, model, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle;
(3)
Give the location of the impoundment facility where the vehicle is held;
(4)
Inform the vehicle owner that he has the right to contest the validity of the towing and storage of his vehicle at
any time within twenty-one (21) days of the date of such notice by filing a request for hearing with the Director
on a request form which shall be included with such notice;
(5)
Inform the owner and secured party of his right to reclaim the vehicle within twenty-one (21) days after the date
of said notice on payment of all towing and storage charges resulting from the towing and storage of the vehicle;
(6)
State that the failure of the owner or the secured party to exercise his right as provided in Subsection (b)(5),
above, to reclaim the vehicle in the time provided is a waiver by him of all his right, title and interest in the
vehicle.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
Sec. 26-142.09. - Notification by publication.
(a)
2228/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

This Section shall apply if:
(1)
The identity of the last registered owner of an impounded vehicle cannot be determined;
(2)
The registration of the vehicle gives no address for the owner;
(3)
It is impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and address of each secured party; or
(4)
The certified mail notice required by Section 26-142.08 of this Division is returned as undeliverable.
(b)
Under Subsection (a)(1) of this Section, the towing company shall give the notice provided for in Section 26142.08 by publication in at least one (1) newspaper of general circulation in Prince George's County, Maryland.
(c)
The notice by publication:
(1)
May contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles;
(2)
Shall contain the information required by Section 26-142.08 of this Division; and
(3)
Shall be published within fifteen (15) days of the taking into custody of the vehicle or, if the notice by
publication is made because of the return as undeliverable of a prior notice by registered mail, within seven (7)
days of the return of that prior notice.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
Sec. 26-142.10. - Hearing; determination; appeals; fines and penalties.
(a)
Within twenty-one (21) days from the date notice is mailed by the towing company pursuant to Sections 26142.08 or 26-142.09 of this Division, the owner or secured party of a vehicle which has been impounded may
request that a hearing be held to determine whether the vehicle was properly towed and impounded under the
provisions of this Division. The request for a hearing shall be made by filing a request-for-hearing form with the
Director. Notice of the hearing shall be sent by certified .mail to the address provided by the vehicle owner on
his request for hearing and to the tow company. Notice shall be mailed at least seven (7) working days prior to
the scheduled hearing date.
(b)
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The hearing shall be held within forty-five (45) working days after the request for a hearing is filed with the
Director. The hearing shall be before a hearing officer designated by the County Attorney of Prince George's
County. Such hearing officer shall not be a member of any state or local police department.
(c)
Determination as to whether vehicle was parked illegally.
(1)
If it is determined at the hearing that the vehicle was not parked on private property in violation of this Division,
then the hearing officer shall issue an order that the vehicle be returned to the owner and that such owner is not
liable for any of the towing, storage, or other charges incurred by the towing company in connection with the
impoundment. If the owner has already paid such towing, storage, and other charges to the towing company, he
shall be entitled to receive reimbursement of all such payments from the towing company.
(2)
If the hearing officer shall determine that the vehicle was illegally parked on private property in violation of this
Division, then the owner of the vehicle may not reclaim it until he has paid to the towing company all towing
and storage charges.
(d)
The failure by a tow company to attend a hearing, without just cause, shall result in a finding for the vehicle
owner by the hearing officer. The Director may impose a fine of up to Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per hearing on any
towing company for failing to attend a hearing under this Section. The towing company may also be subject to
paying the owner's reasonable attorney fees if the owner retained the services of an attorney for the hearing.
(e)
The failure by a towing company to pay a reimbursement under subsection (c) and (d) of this section within
fifteen (15) days of notice by the hearing officer, shall result in:
(1)
A suspension by the Director of the towing company license for a period of no less than ninety (90) days
pursuant to Section 5-273 (a)(10) of the Code; and
(2)
A court in any subsequent civil action for enforcement of the decision finds the tow invalid and the amount
charged was paid, the towing company shall pay the vehicle owner, in addition to the amount invalidly charged,
liquidated damages of two (2) times the amount invalidly charged, but not more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00), and all reasonable costs of collection, including court costs and a reasonable attorney's fee.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
Sec. 26-142.11. - Payment of charges.
The owner or secured party of a vehicle which has been impounded may reclaim such vehicle within twenty-one
(21) days of the date notice is mailed by towing company pursuant to Sections 26-142.08 or 26-142.09 by
paying all towing and storage charges and costs of notice incurred in connection with said impoundment
pursuant to regulations issued by the Director.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
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Sec. 26-142.12. - Failure to reclaim vehicle.
If the owner or secured party fails to reclaim an impounded vehicle within twenty-one (21) days after notice is
mailed by the towing company pursuant to this Division, the owner or secured party is deemed to have waived
all of his right, title and interest in the vehicle and to have consented to the sale of the vehicle at public auction.
(CB-27-1987; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012)
Sec. 26-142.13. - Reserved.
Sec. 26-142.14. - Fees.
(a)
The towing charge is not to exceed:
(1)
One Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00) for any vehicle up to ten thousand (10,000) pounds gross vehicle
weight. The charge includes the first calendar day of storage, mileage, and hook-up fees, which includes the use
of a dolly and transportation to a storage facility. The rate chargeable per day for storage where the motor
vehicle is to be stored by the towing company is not to exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00). A fee of no more than
thirty dollars ($30.00) per notification letter, not to be charged until after 48 hours of impoundment or two (2)
business days. No other fees of any type shall be allowed, including but not limited to administrative fees or
additional charges for equipment.
(2)
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) for any vehicle between ten thousand one (10,001) and twenty-six thousand
(26,000) pounds gross vehicle weight and Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) for any vehicle over twentysix thousand (26,000) pounds gross vehicle weight. The charge includes winching, unlocking vehicles, go jacks,
and dollies. The maximum storage charge per day allowed shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00). A fee of no more than
thirty dollars ($30.00) per notification letter, not to be charged until after 48 hours of impoundment or two (2)
business days.
(b)
If a vehicle owner returns to an unauthorized vehicle at any time after the vehicle is attached to the tow truck but
before it is towed from private property, the towing company shall release the vehicle to the vehicle owner. If all
procedures have been followed under Section 26-142.05 of this Division and the tow truck operator has
physically attached the vehicle to the tow truck and lifted the vehicle at least six (6) inches off the ground before
the vehicle owner returns, a drop fee may be charged not to exceed Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for vehicles up to ten
thousand (10,000) pounds gross vehicle weight. A drop fee not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) may
be charged for vehicles between ten thousand one (10,001) and twenty-six thousand (26,000) pounds gross
vehicle weight and Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) for a vehicle for any vehicle over twenty-six
thousand (26,000) pounds gross vehicle weight. The towing company shall provide a receipt indicating the drop
fee paid and the date of the incomplete tow.
(c)
Storage charges may only commence eighteen (18) hours after the time the vehicle was towed.
(d)
A towing company shall accept payment in cash or by a major credit card with a credit card slip validly signed
by the vehicle owner or the owner's agent for the amount of all valid charges. The towing company shall accept
two (2) major credit cards that include the following: MasterCard, American Express, Discover and Visa. Credit
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card telephone touchtone capture option with signed receipts is allowed. A towing company that violates this
Subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment not to exceed six (6) months, or both and denial, revocation, or suspension
of a license pursuant to Section 5-273(a)(11) of the Code.
(e)
If the vehicle owner withholds payment in a credit card transaction with a towing company and a court in any
subsequent civil action finds that the tow was valid and the amount charged was correct, the vehicle owner shall
pay the towing company, in addition to the amount validly charged, liquidated damages of two (2) times the
amount validly charged, but not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), and all reasonable costs of
collection, including court costs and a reasonable attorney's fee.
(f)
The Director shall create uniform signage summarizing tow fees and a licensed towing company shall display
prominently at each storage facility a copy of the current fee schedule, a statement that these fees do not exceed
the authorized County amount and its hours of operation.
(g)
This Section shall not apply to those vehicles that are towed from private property by the Department of the
Environment at the direction of the property owner or the owner's authorized agent.
(CB-41-2005; CB-40-2009; CB-39-2012; CB-30-2014)
Sec. 26-142.15. - Immobilization of vehicle; prohibited.
A towing company or tow truck operator shall not immobilize a motor vehicle on private property by using any
method, object, or device, including a clamp or lock, to prevent or inhibit the movement of a motor vehicle.
(CB-41-2005)
DIVISION 11. - PUBLIC PARKING AREAS.
Sec. 26-143. - Applicability of Division.
This Division shall apply to all public parking facilities throughout the County operated by a public agency or
the Revenue Authority of Prince George's County requiring regulatory enforcement.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1987; CB-79-2001)
Sec. 26-144. - Marking of public parking facilities.
(a)
Spaces for parking of motor vehicles shall be marked off along public parking facilities by means of painted
lines on the parking surface, by raised curbs, or by other suitable means so as to clearly delineate said space as a
designated and authorized parking space for one vehicle. Directional arrows, stop signs, or stop bars and other
traffic control devices shall be provided to assist and direct circulation within public parking facilities.
(b)
Areas of public parking facilities not otherwise designated by painted lines or otherwise as parking spaces, shall
be considered official "no parking" zones when indicated by posted signs or yellow paint applied to top and face
of curb or by yellow painted lines on the parking surface unless otherwise posted.
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(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-145. - Parking regulations — public parking facilities.
(a)
Except temporarily for the purpose of, and while actually engaged in, loading or unloading passengers or for
emergency repairs when the vehicle cannot be driven, no person shall park any vehicle on a public parking
facility:
(1)
In violation of any of the other parking provisions of this Subtitle;
(2)
In a "no parking zone" when posted by sign or indicated by yellow painted curb or yellow painted lines on the
parking surface;
(3)
Any place not otherwise designated by painted parking spaces or otherwise prohibited, including driving aisles,
driveways, raised curb channelization structures, sidewalks, landscaped areas, islands, etc.;
(4)
In an area where parking is temporarily prohibited when marked off by temporary signs or barricades or when an
official cover or hood is placed over a parking meter;
(5)
So as to prevent another vehicle already stopped or otherwise legally parked in a designated parking space, from
moving away;
(6)
For a period longer than twenty-four hours;
(7)
By backing said vehicle into a parking space when posted by "Front In Only" signs;
(8)
In such a manner as to cause said vehicle to straddle the painted lines marking a parking space or otherwise
cause the vehicle to be parked not wholly within the area of one designated parking space;
(9)
And leave it unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key, and effectively
setting the brake thereon; or
(10)
In such a manner so as to impede or obstruct the free flow of traffic or to cause a hazard to public safety.
(b)
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Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Twenty Dollars ($20.00)
for each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-79-1990)
Sec. 26-146. - Acts and conduct prohibited.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon a public parking facility and:
(1)
Engage in any conduct, sport, or activity which may jeopardize the safety or welfare of persons or property
including, but not limited to, riding any coasting device, bicycle, or unregistered self-propelled vehicle, playing
in or tampering with elevators, climbing, skating, or skateboard riding, ball playing, throwing, slinging, or
otherwise projecting objects within or from public parking facility and sledding;
(2)
Tamper with, deface, or otherwise cause injury to fire equipment, parking equipment, or other public property
contained therein or to any automobile parked therein;
(3)
Discard waste material or otherwise deposit litter on the premises;
(4)
Fail to pay the prescribed parking fee upon entering or leaving said facility when such facility is operated by an
attendant, cashier, or automatic collection device controlled by the public agency.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-147. - Uses prohibited.
(a)
Except when authorized by written permission of the public agency, no person, association, business, or
corporation shall cause, or otherwise be responsible for, a public owned or leased and operated public parking
facility to be used for any of the following purposes:
(1)
The storage of or for access to refuse containers associated with the use of any adjacent property;
(2)
For vehicular access to the adjacent property;
(3)
For the staging of construction, maintenance, or repair work to the adjacent property;
(4)
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For the solicitation of the general public for taxi, charity, business, or political purposes or for the distribution of
any handbill;
(5)
For a public assembly;
(6)
For the storage of equipment or materials of any kind;
(7)
To perform any service, maintenance, or repair on any motor vehicle parked therein except for emergency
service and repair necessary for the removal of an inoperative motor vehicle;
(8)
To park or store any motor vehicle left in the custody of the management of a garage, repair shop, or service
facility;
(9)
To park or store any new or used automobile which has been transferred to an automobile dealership for the
purpose of trade or sale and not registered unless the vehicle displays dealer license plates;
(10)
To load or unload commercial vehicles; or
(11)
To cause, allow, or conduct student driver training classes or instruction.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-148. - Obedience to public parking area regulations.
(a)
It shall be a violation of this Division for any person to disobey any directions on any official traffic control
device or any of the other provisions of this Division.
(b)
Any vehicle parked in violation of this Division or otherwise parked so as to constitute a definite hazard to
public safety or is so parked, stopped, or standing so as to impede or obstruct the normal movement of traffic or
pedestrians, may be impounded by members of the Police Department or the Revenue Authority, or other
authorized persons designated by the Chief of Police pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle.
(CB-51-1978; CB-124-1982; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001)
Sec. 26-149. - Penalties.
Unless another penalty is expressly provided by law or a specific penalty is provided within a section of this
Division every person convicted of a violation of any provisions of this Division shall be punished by a fine of
not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
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(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-149.01. - The Revenue Authority of Prince George's County.
The Revenue Authority shall designate persons to enforce the provisions of this Division.
(CB-111-1987; CB-79-1990; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-94-2003)
DIVISION 12. - BICYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES.
Sec. 26-150. - Designation of sidewalks and trails.
The County Executive shall have the authority to designate or establish sidewalks or trails in Prince George's
County for the exclusive or combined use of bicycles, play vehicles, or pedestrians provided that such
designation or establishment would not be contrary to public safety, that the cost would not be excessively
disproportionate to the projected need or use thereof, or that there is not a demonstrated absence of the projected
need due to sparsity of population or the existence of other available facilities or other factors which demonstrate
an absence of any need for such facilities. All new County financed road construction and reconstruction
projects shall include facilities for the combined or exclusive use of bicycles, play vehicles, and pedestrians,
except when cost shall be disproportionate to the projected need or when such facilities would be inappropriate
due to the nature of the project or of the neighborhood. The location of such facilities shall not be limited to road
rights-of-way, nor shall they be limited to locations parallel to roads.
(CB-43-1974; CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-151. - Exclusive use.
If projected bicycle traffic or the safety of the cyclists or pedestrians justify a separate facility, bicycle trails for
the exclusive use of bicycles shall be established.
(CB-43-1974; CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-152. - Motorized vehicles prohibited.
No person shall stop, park, stand, or drive any motorized vehicle on any sidewalk or trail established under this
Division. Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Ten Dollars
($10.00) for each offense.
(CB-43-1974; CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979)
Sec. 26-153. - Signs posted.
The Director shall erect or cause to be erected, posted, and maintained signs or other suitable identification at
regular intervals.
(CB-43-1974; CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-154. - Applicable laws.
Any sidewalk or trail designated or established by the County Executive for use by bicycles shall be deemed to
be a public bicycle area and every person operating a bicycle thereon shall be subject to the applicable
provisions of the Laws of the State of Maryland.
(CB-43-1974; CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 13. - MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS.
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Sec. 26-155. - Authority to prohibit through trucks.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to regulate through truck traffic, and in the regulations prohibit trucks from
using any highway or alley which has not been designated or maintained as part of the State or Federal highway
system or an extension thereof, provided the Director has designated an adequate alternate route for truck traffic
diverted or prohibited from using any highway or alley.
(b)
When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall operate any truck upon any such street, or portion
of street, except that such vehicles may be operated thereon for the purpose of delivering or picking up materials
or merchandise and then only by entering such street at the intersection nearest the destination of the vehicle and
proceeding thereon no farther than the nearest intersection thereafter.
(c)
This Section does not apply to light commercial vehicles.
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-156. - Authority to restrict right to use highways.
(a)
The Director may prohibit the operation of vehicles upon the road or highway or impose restrictions as to the
weight of vehicles to be operated upon the highway, or reduce the maximum speed limits of vehicles operating
upon the highway for any one period not to exceed 60 days, and for a total period of not to exceed 90 days in
any one calendar year, whenever the road or highway by reason of deterioration, rain, snow, or other condition
will be seriously damaged or destroyed unless the use of vehicles thereon is prohibited or the permissible
weights thereof reduced or the maximum speed limits be reduced; provided, however, vehicles supplying
emergency service such as supplying fuel and fuel oil and hauling milk may use the roads and highways upon
written permission of the Director or his duly authorized representative. The Director may designate and define
the term "vehicle supplying emergency service" as hereinabove used.
(b)
The Director shall erect or cause to be erected, posted, and maintained signs designating the provisions of the
ordinance or resolution at each end of that portion of any road or highway affected thereby, and the resolution
shall not be effective unless and until the signs are erected and posted.
(c)
Any person, whether the owner of such vehicle, the person in charge and control over the same, or employee or
agent, who draws, drives, propels, or in any other manner takes or causes to be taken, drawn, driven, or
propelled over the road or highway posted as aforesaid any vehicles of any kind, weighing, with or without any
load which may be in or upon the same, more than the number of pounds specified on the signboard so erected,
at the entrance to the road or highway, or at a greater rate of speed than that specified on the signboard, without a
permit in writing from the Director shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition, the owner or person in
control of the vehicle shall be liable to the County for all damages which may be done to the road or highway by
the violation of the regulation so prescribed. In any trial of any person charged with a violation of any of the
provisions of this Section, oral proof of the existence of the signboard posted as herein provided and its contents
shall be accepted as prima facie evidence of the validity of the regulation thereon prescribed.
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(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-157. - Authority to designate snow emergency routes.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to designate County roads as snow emergency routes, along which parking
shall be prohibited during snow emergencies, and any vehicle using such prescribed routes shall be required to
use snow tires or snow chains during such emergency. The Director shall adequately post such emergency routes
with proper signs to warn the public of the provisions of this Section, and such posted roads are determined to be
emergency routes subject to the provisions of this Section.
(b)
No person shall park a motor vehicle or drive a motor vehicle without snow tires or snow chains during the
emergency period on emergency routes designated by the Director.
(c)
Any vehicle which is parked in violation of this Section, or any vehicle not equipped with snow tires or snow
chains which is stalled on any emergency route, shall be subject to being towed from such emergency route and
impounded. The towing and storage charge shall be a lien against the vehicle and shall be paid before the vehicle
may be released from impoundment.
(d)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
for each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979)
Sec. 26-157.01. - Restricted on-street parking during snow and ice conditions or other emergency conditions.
(a)
The Director or his designee may restrict on-street parking during snow and ice emergencies or other emergency
conditions on any or all streets maintained by the County where parking is permitted on both sides of the street.
While such restriction is in effect, vehicles shall remain parked on the even-numbered side of the street until
such time as the condition causing this restriction is cleared from the odd-numbered unparked side of the street
at which time all vehicles must be moved to the odd-numbered side of the street. Provided, however, that
nothing in this Section permits parking in areas in which parking is otherwise prohibited.
(b)
Said restriction shall be effectuated by public broadcast (Metro area television and radio) with said broadcasts
deemed sufficient for enforcement of this Section.
(c)
The Director shall be responsible for the promulgation of regulations for the implementation of this Section.
(d)
Any vehicle which is parked in violation of Subsection (a) shall be issued a citation for such violation and be
subject to being towed and impounded by the County police or other authorized police agency.
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(e)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
each violation.
(CB-123-1987; CB-20-1999)
Sec. 26-158. - Use of bridges restricted; regulations.
(a)
The Director shall designate the weights of wagons, trucks, road engines, road rollers, traction engines, threshing
machines, or other vehicles of any kind passing over any bridges or culverts included in the County road system
and the rate of speed of such vehicles while passing over the bridges or culverts.
(b)
Such regulations shall be indicated by the conspicuous posting and maintenance of signs at both ends of or the
entrance to such bridges or culverts. Such signs shall be those set forth as standard applications for vehicle
weight and speed restriction in the most recent edition of the State of Maryland Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices for Streets and Highways, adopted by the Maryland State Highway Administration pursuant to
the Annotated Code of Maryland, Transportation Article, Section 25-104.
(c)
Such signs shall be taken to mean that no vehicle of any kind, weighing, with or without any load which may be
in or upon the vehicle, more than the number of pounds specified on such signboard shall pass or be drawn,
driven, propelled, or in any other manner taken over such bridge or culvert, and that no such vehicle of any kind,
shall pass or be drawn, driven, propelled, or in any other manner taken over such bridge or culvert at a greater
rate of speed than that specified on such signboard.
(d)
Any person, whether the owner of such vehicle, the person in charge and control over the vehicle, or an
employee or agent of any such person, who draws, drives, propels, or in any other manner takes or causes to be
taken, drawn, driven, or propelled over any such bridge or culvert so posted, any wagon, truck, road engine, road
roller, traction engine, threshing machine, or other vehicle of any kind, weighing, with or without any load
which may be in or upon the vehicle, more than the number of pounds specified on the signboard so erected at
the entrances or approaches of such bridge or culvert, or at a greater rate of speed than that specified on such
signboard, without a permit, in writing, from the Director, shall be deemed guilty of a violation of this Code. In
addition to any penalty provided therefor, the owner or person in control of such vehicle shall be liable to the
County for all damages which may be done to the bridge or culvert by the violation of the regulation.
(e)
In any trial of any person charged with a violation of any of the provisions of this Section, oral proof of the
existence of such signboard posted as provided in this Division and its contents shall be accepted as prima facie
evidence of the validity of the regulations prescribed on such sign.
(CB-51-1978; CB-120-1982)
Sec. 26-159. - Restricting use of streets for construction, etc., purposes.
(a)
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The Director is hereby authorized to post signs and signals at such places and for such times as it is reasonably
necessary to construct, alter, repair, clean by vehicular devices, or protect the public from dangerous conditions
in any public right-of-way.
(b)
No person shall park or drive a vehicle on the public road, street, alley, or other public controlled way in
violation of a closed street sign, no parking sign, or other traffic sign or signal as posted. Any person issued a
citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each violation.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-20-1999)
Sec. 26-160. - Removal and impounding of unattended vehicles.
If any motor vehicle is left unattended upon any public road, highway, alley, or parking lot within the County in
violation of any law, ordinance, or order regarding the parking of motor vehicles, or if any motor vehicle is left
unattended upon any road, highway, alley, or parking lot within the County for an unreasonable length of time so
as to impede the movement of traffic or constitute a threat to public safety, the County Police Department shall
have authority to impound and remove such motor vehicle pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle.
(CB-51-1978; CB-124-1982)
Sec. 26-161. - Removal of obstructions to vision.
(a)
Whenever the Director finds that there exists on any private property within the County any obstructions such as
trees, bushes, vines, weeds, undergrowth, loose earth, equipment, or any other obstructions either fixed or
movable, except buildings and similar structures affixed to the ground, that obstruct the vision of operators of
vehicles traveling upon any public street, road, or highway so as to constitute a traffic hazard, the Director shall
immediately serve the owner, agent, lessee, or any other person having supervision over such property a written
notice describing the premises whereon such obstruction exists, a statement of the particulars in which the vision
of operators of vehicles is obstructed, including the steps necessary to correct such conditions, and an order
directing that corrective steps be taken within a stated period of time.
(b)
Any person who considers himself aggrieved by any order issued pursuant to the authority of this Section may,
within ten days of the receipt of such order, petition the Director, in writing, for a hearing thereon. Within ten
days from the receipt of such petition, the Director shall hold such a hearing after which he may either affirm,
modify, or rescind the order. No official of the County government shall remove any obstruction or enforce any
order issued hereunder until after such hearing by the Director has been held or until the time to petition for such
hearing has expired without such a petition having been filed, or until any appeal becomes final.
(c)
Upon failure of any person to comply with the provisions of any order issued under this Section within the time
specified therein, the Director shall direct his subordinates to enter upon the property whereon the obstruction is
located and remove all or such part of the obstruction as may be necessary to eliminate the traffic hazard.
(d)
All orders and notices issued by the Director pursuant to the authority of this Section shall be served on the
person to whom they are directed either by registered mail or by personal delivery to such person. If such person
is not known to reside and cannot be found in the County, such service shall be made by publication and posting
shall be deemed to be made on the day of publication or posting.
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(e)
Whenever it is necessary for the Director to provide for the removal or elimination of any type of obstruction
referred to herein pursuant to the procedures prescribed above, he shall file with the accounting officer's office a
certified statement of the cost to the County of such removal or elimination, together with proof of service and
the notice prescribed above. The cost of such removal together with the cost of publication shall constitute a
charge and lien against the property and shall be collected in the same manner as are real estate taxes.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 14. - ABANDONED VEHICLES.
Sec. 26-162. - Abandoned vehicles prohibited.
(a)
No person shall leave any abandoned vehicle at any place within the County and no owner, lessee, or custodian
in charge of any lot, field, road, street, lane, or other property shall permit any abandoned vehicle to remain on
such property within the County.
(b)
Abandoned vehicle means any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer:
(1)
That is inoperable and left unattended on public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours;
(2)
That has remained illegally on public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours;
(3)
That has remained on public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours; and
(A)
Is not displaying currently valid registration plates; and/or
(B)
Is displaying registration plates of another vehicle; and/or
(C)
Is in violation of Section 26-122.01 of this Subtitle;
(4)
That has remained on private property for more than forty-eight (48) hours; and
(A)
Is inoperable in that one or more of its major mechanical components, including but not limited to engine,
transmission, drive train, and wheels, is missing or not functional unless such vehicle is kept in an enclosed
building or as permitted by Subtitle 13 or Subtitle 27 of the Code; or
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(B)
Is not displaying currently valid registration plates; or
(C)
Is displaying registration plates of another vehicle.
(c)
Any partially dismantled, wrecked, or junked motor vehicle may be presumed to have been or be abandoned.
(d)
Any person issued a citation for a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for
each violation.
(e)
Curbstoning, as defined in Section 26-122.01 of this Subtitle, shall be subject to a fine of up to One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000) for each offense.
(f)
The Revenue Authority of Prince George's County shall be authorized to enforce this Code provision.
(CB-51-1978; CB-111-1979; CB-14-1985; CB-101-1986; CB-28-1987; CB-94-2003; CB-63-2016)
DIVISION 15. - PENALTIES.
Sec. 26-163. - Authority to levy penalties.
Unless another penalty is expressly provided by law or a specific penalty is provided within this Subtitle, every
person convicted of a violation of any provision of this Subtitle shall be punished by a fine of not more than One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(CB-51-1978)
Sec. 26-163.01. - Payment of fines; penalty for late payment.
(a)
Unless a person elects to stand trial pursuant to Section 26-303 of Article "Transportation," Annotated Code of
Maryland, the following shall apply:
(1)
Any person issued a citation for violation of any Section of this Subtitle shall pay the fine imposed as a penalty
for violation of that Section at the Treasury Division, Office of Finance, within thirty (30) days from the date of
notice of violation;
(2)
Any person who fails to pay a required fine within thirty (30) days of the date of notice of violation shall pay at
the Treasury Division, Office of Finance:
(A)
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Twice the amount of the fine if paid after thirty (30) days but not more than sixty (60) days after the date of
notice of violation; or
(B)
Four times the amount of the fine if paid more than sixty (60) days after the date of notice of violation.
(c)
Any fine that is not paid within ninety (90) days of the date of the notice of violation shall be considered
delinquent and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 26-163.02.
(CB-111-1979; CB-81-1998)
Sec. 26-163.02. - Outstanding traffic and parking violation notices; impoundment.
(a)
Any unattended motor vehicle found parked at any time upon any public street in Prince George's County, or any
parking facility owned or operated by the Revenue Authority or Prince George's County, against which there are
two or more outstanding or otherwise unsettled traffic and/or parking violation notices or against which there
have been issued two or more warrants, may, by, or under the direction of the County Police Department either
by towing or otherwise, be removed or conveyed to and impounded in any place designated by the Chief of
Police or the Revenue Authority, or immobilized in such manner as to prevent its operation, except that no such
vehicle shall be immobilized by any means other than by the use of a device or other mechanism which will
cause no damage to such vehicle unless it is moved while such device or mechanism is in place.
(b)
Any motor vehicle or mobile food unit employed in mobile vending parked at any time upon any public street in
Prince George's County in the right-of-way or on private property against which there are one or more traffic
and/or parking violation citations or against which there have been issued two or more warrants, may, by, or
under the direction of the County Police Department either by towing or otherwise, be removed or conveyed to
and impounded in any place designated by the Chief of Police or the Revenue Authority, or immobilized in such
manner as to prevent its operation, except that no such vehicle shall be immobilized by any means other than by
the use of a device or other mechanism which will cause no damage to such vehicle unless it is moved while
such device or mechanism is in place. The first date of impoundment within three hundred sixty five (365) days
of the first citation shall result in a fine or fees not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) to
obtain the vehicle. The second act of impoundment and subsequent acts of impoundment within three hundred
sixty five (365) days of the first act of impoundment shall result in a fine or fees not to exceed five thousand
dollars ($5,000.00), notwithstanding subsection (c) and (d).
(c)
The impoundment or immobilization of a vehicle shall be done pursuant to Division 18 of this Subtitle. In any
case involving immobilization of a vehicle pursuant to this Subsection, such member or officer shall cause to be
placed on such vehicle, in a conspicuous manner, notice sufficient to warn any individual to the effect that such
vehicle has been immobilized and that any attempt to move such vehicle might result in damage to such vehicle.
(d)
The owner of such impounded or immobilized motor vehicle, or other duly authorized person, shall be permitted
to repossess or to secure the release of the vehicle upon presentation of a "Certificate of No Probable Cause" or
upon satisfaction of all outstanding traffic and/or parking violation notices and reimbursement of all towing,
storage, and other costs incurred as a result of the impoundment or immobilization.
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(CB-111-1979; CB-124-1982; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-51-2015)
DIVISION 16. - APPLICATION.
Sec. 26-164. - Applicability of this Subtitle to vehicles upon highways of the County.
The provisions of this Subtitle relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles
upon highways except where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 17. - EXCEPTIONS.
Sec. 26-165. - Public agency and Public Service Commission vehicle exception.
Nothing in this Subtitle shall apply to the use of highways by or the parking of vehicles of a public agency or
public services company as defined in Article 78, Section 2(o) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, when such
parking or highway use is necessary for the repair or maintenance of facilities under the jurisdiction of such
agency or company.
(CB-51-1978)
DIVISION 18. - IMPOUNDMENT.
Sec. 26-166. - Impoundment without prior notice.
(a)
A vehicle subject to impoundment under any provision of Federal, State, or local law may be impounded
without giving prior notice to its owner under the following circumstances:
(1)
When the vehicle is impeding or is likely to impede the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic; or
(2)
When the vehicle is illegally parked in any zone that has been limited to designated classes of vehicles or where
parking is prohibited during certain hours, on designated days or at all times, and where such vehicle is
interfering with the proper and intended use of such zones; or
(3)
When the vehicle imposes an immediate danger to the public safety; or
(4)
When a police officer has probable cause to believe that the vehicle is stolen; or
(5)
When a police officer has probable cause to believe that the vehicle constitutes evidence of a crime or contains
evidence of a crime, if impoundment is reasonably necessary in such instance to obtain or observe such
evidence; or
(6)
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When the operator of the vehicle has been taken into custody and impoundment of the vehicle is reasonably
necessary to provide for the safekeeping of the vehicle; or
(7)
When the vehicle is both:
(A)
An abandoned vehicle as defined by Section 26-162(b); and
(B)
Located on any public street, highway, roadway, shoulder, other public property or public utility right-of-way,
provided that any impoundment from public property must be at the direction of the Police Department; or
(7.1)
When the vehicle is found parked in a reserved parking space in violation of Section 26-129; or
(8)
When the vehicle is parked on private property in violation of Section 26-142.01 of this Code.
(CB-124-1982; CB-101-1986; CB-27-1987; CB-85-1989)
Sec. 26-167. - Impoundment after prior notice.
(a)
A vehicle that is otherwise subject to impoundment pursuant to Federal, State, or local law but not subject to
impoundment without prior notice pursuant to Section 26-166 of this Code may not be impounded until seven
(7) calendar days after notice of such proposed impoundment has been securely attached to, and conspicuously
displayed on, the vehicle and has been mailed to the last known address of the registered owner and to each
secured party as may be disclosed by the vehicle license number, and to any other person who claims the right to
possession of such vehicle and whose identity is known.
(b)
The notice shall state that the owner, secured party of the motor vehicle, or one who claims possession may
request a hearing to determine whether there is probable cause to impound the vehicle within seven (7) calendar
days of the posting of the notice on the vehicle and the mailing. Failure to timely request a hearing shall be
deemed a waiver of the right to a hearing.
(c)
If a request for a hearing is received by the Police Department within seven (7) calendar days of the posting of
the notice and mailing, a hearing shall be held before a hearing officer designated by the County Attorney
pursuant to the procedures set forth for post seizure hearings in Section 26-169(c) and (d) of this Code within
twenty-one (21) calendar days of the request. The vehicle shall not be impounded unless the hearing officer finds
that there is probable cause to impound the vehicle. Reasonable charges for costs attributable to the towing and
storage of the vehicle impounded are hereby authorized. These charges shall be paid to the custodian of the
vehicle by the person to whom the vehicle is registered, his authorized agent or the person to whom the vehicle
is released.
(CB-124-1982)
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Sec. 26-168. - Impoundment; notice to owner.
(a)
Within two (2) full County working days after impoundment of any vehicle pursuant to Section 26-166 (a)(1)
through (7) of this Code, the police department or Revenue Authority shall mail a notice by registered mail to
the last known registered owner of the vehicle and to each secured party, as may be disclosed by the vehicle
license number, if such be obtainable, and to any other person who claims the right to possession of the vehicle,
if such a claim is actually known to an officer, agent, or employee of the police department who has knowledge
of the impoundment. If a police officer who has knowledge of the impoundment has reason to believe that an
owner or one who claims the right to possession of the vehicle is residing or is in custody at some different
address which is known to the officer, a copy of the notice shall also be mailed by regular mail to such owner or
claimant at the known address. If a vehicle is redeemed prior to the mailing of such notice, then notice need not
be mailed.
(b)
The notice shall contain the following:
(1)
A statement as to the reason why the vehicle has been impounded;
(2)
The year, make, model, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle;
(3)
The location of the impoundment facility where the vehicle is being held;
(4)
A statement that the vehicle owner or secured party has the right to a hearing to contest the validity of the
impoundment at any time within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the date of such notice by filing a request for
hearing with the Police Department on a request form which shall be included with such notice; and
(5)
A statement that the owner or the secured party may have a right, depending upon the reason for the
impoundment, to reclaim the vehicle upon payment of all outstanding parking violations and traffic citations and
all towing and storage charges resulting from the storage and towing of the vehicle.
(CB-124-1982; CB-27-1987; CB-81-1998; CB-79-2001; CB-60-2020)
Sec. 26-169. - Same; hearings.
(a)
Within twenty-one (21) calendar days from the date notice is mailed by the Police Department pursuant to
Section 26-168, the owner or secured party of a vehicle which has been impounded may request that a hearing
be held to determine whether there was probable cause to impound the vehicle. The request for a hearing shall
be made by filing a request for hearing form with the Police Department.
(b)
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A hearing shall be conducted before a hearing officer designated by the County Attorney within twenty-four (24)
hours of receipt of a written demand therefor from the person seeking the hearing unless such person waives the
right to a speedy hearing. Saturdays, Sundays, and County holidays are to be excluded from the twenty-four (24)
hour period.
(c)
The sole issue before the hearing officer shall be whether there was probable cause to impound the vehicle in
question. "Probable cause to impound" shall mean such a state of facts as would lead a person with ordinary care
and prudence to believe that there was sufficient breach of local, state, or federal law to grant legal authority for
the removal of the vehicle.
(d)
The hearing officer shall conduct the hearing in an informal manner so as to provide fundamental fairness and
shall not be bound by formal rules of evidence. The person demanding the hearing shall carry the burden of
establishing that such person has the right to possession of the vehicle. The police department shall carry the
burden of establishing that there was probable cause to impound the vehicle in question. At the conclusion of the
hearing, the hearing officer shall prepare a written decision which shall be made available to all interested
parties. The hearing officer's decision in no way affects any criminal proceeding in connection with the
impoundment in question and any criminal charges shall only be challenged in the appropriate court. The
decision of the hearing officer is final. Failure of the registered or legal owner to request or attend a scheduled
hearing shall be deemed a waiver of the right to such hearing.
(CB-124-1982)
Sec. 26-170. - Same; decision of the hearing officer.
(a)
If the hearing officer determines that there was no probable cause to impound the vehicle, the hearing officer
shall prepare and date a "Certificate of No Probable Cause," copies of which shall be given to the person who
has the right to possess the vehicle and the Police Department. Upon presentation of this certificate, the
custodian of the vehicle shall release the vehicle without payment of towing and storage fees. Costs of the
hearing and towing and storage fees shall be paid by the County or the owner of the premises from which the
vehicle was towed if such owner or his agent authorized the towing and impoundment. Failure to present this
certificate to the custodian of the vehicle within twenty-four (24) hours of its receipt, excluding such days when
the custodian is not open for business, shall result in the liability of the owner or possessor of all subsequent
storage charges and a lien by the custodian on the vehicle for the amount of such charges.
(b)
If the hearing officer determines that there was probable cause to impound the vehicle, then the vehicle can be
reclaimed only after payment of all outstanding parking violations and traffic citations, the costs of the hearing,
all towing and storage charges and the costs of notice incurred by the Police Department in connection with the
impoundment.
(CB-124-1982; CB-60-2020)
Sec. 26-171. - Same; redemption of the vehicle without a hearing; bond.
(a)
The owner or secured party of a vehicle which has been impounded may redeem such vehicle without a hearing
by paying all outstanding parking violations and traffic citations, towing and storage charges and the costs of
notice incurred by the Police Department in connection with said impoundment.
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(b)
The owner or secured party may redeem the vehicle prior to a hearing without waiving the right to a hearing by
posting a bond in the amount of all outstanding parking violations and traffic citations, towing and storage costs
and the costs of notice incurred by the Police Department accruing up to the scheduled date of the hearing. This
bond shall be forfeited in the event that the person requesting a hearing fails to attend the scheduled hearing or
the hearing officer determines that there was probable cause to impound the vehicle.
(CB-124-1982; CB-60-2020)
DIVISION 19. - OFF-ROAD VEHICLES.
Sec. 26-172. - Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions shall apply to this Division:
(1)
All-Terrain Vehicle shall mean a motor driven, off-road, recreational vehicle that has a saddle or seat for use of
the rider, is designed to travel on at least three (3) low-pressure tires, and is not subject to registration
requirements under the Maryland Vehicle Law.
(2)
Miniature Scooter shall mean a motorized or electric two-wheel vehicle that has a saddle or seat for the rider or
may be operated while standing and is not subject to registration or licensing requirements under the Maryland
Vehicle Law, and includes scooters commonly referred to as "razor scooters" or "go-peds."
(3)
Miniature Motorcycle shall mean a motorized or electric two-wheel vehicle that has a saddle or seat for the rider,
is not subject to registration under the Maryland Vehicle Law, and includes mini-motorcycles commonly referred
to as "pocket bikes".
(4)
Off-Road Vehicle shall mean a vehicle that has been manufactured for off-road use and not subject to
registration under the Maryland Vehicle Law, including off-the-road motorcycles, miniature motorcycles,
miniature scooters and all-terrain vehicles.
(5)
Off-the-Road Motorcycles shall have the meaning given by Section 25-102.01 of the Transportation Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland, and shall mean a motorcycle not otherwise registered under the Transportation
Article and includes motorcycles designed for off-the-road operation, motorcycles not otherwise eligible for
registration under the Transportation Article, and motorcycles commonly referred to as "dirt bikes." The term
"Off-the-Road Motorcycles" shall not include a "Moped" as defined in Section 11-134.01 of the Transportation
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-121-1984; CB-104-2004)
Sec. 26-173. - Registration.
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All off-road vehicles shall be registered with the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement and shall display the registration tag issued by the Department. The registration tag shall be
firmly attached and kept clean and legible at all times. The registration fee shall be Thirty Dollars ($30.00) and
shall be valid for two (2) years. The off-road vehicle shall be required to be reregistered upon sale or transfer to
any new owner. Registration of the vehicle shall be in the name of the owner or, where the owner is under the
age of eighteen (18) years, in the name of the parent or guardian.
(CB-121-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-104-2004; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 26-174. - Use of off-road vehicles.
(a)
An off-road vehicle shall not be driven or operated on any public street or sidewalk within Prince George's
County.
(b)
An off-road vehicle shall not be driven, or the motor allowed to run, on any private or publicly owned property
unless the person using the vehicle has on his person, the express written permission of an owner or other person
having jurisdiction of the property in advance of its entry onto the property.
(c)
An off-road vehicle may only be operated on private property between the hours of 7 A.M. and 8 P.M.
(d)
A child under the age of sixteen (16) years must be supervised by a parent or guardian while operating an offroad vehicle.
(e)
Helmets must be worn by all drivers and passengers while the vehicle is being operated.
(CB-121-1984; CB-104-2004)
Sec. 26-174.01. - Exceptions.
(a)
Motorized golf carts may be operated on any licensed public or private golf course.
(b)
Mobility devices for disabled persons including electric motor-driven wheelchairs and scooters are exempt from
the requirements of this Division.
(c)
All-terrain vehicles used by government agencies in the performance of their official duties are exempt from the
requirements of this Division.
(CB-104-2004)
Sec. 26-175. - Enforcement.
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(a)
Any violation of this Division shall be subject to a civil monetary fine of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)
for the first violation, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second violation, and One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) for any subsequent violation pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 28 of this Code. The citation
notice shall be issued in the name of the operator unless the operator is under the age of eighteen (18) years in
which case the citation notice shall be issued to the person in whose name the vehicle is registered. Where the
operator is under the age of eighteen (18) years and the vehicle is not registered, the citation notice shall be
issued to the parent or guardian of the operator.
(b)
The County may seek an injunctive order pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 28 of this Code to prevent such
conduct by the violator in the future and to recover damages from the violator for any injury to County property
occurring as a result of the violation.
(c)
The County Police Department may impound any unregistered off-road vehicle pursuant to the provisions of
Division 18 of this Subtitle. The vehicle may be impounded until such time as the fine and all towing and
storage fees are paid by the operator, the operator's parent or legal guardian.
(CB-121-1984; CB-104-2004)
SUBTITLE 26A. - MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR.
Sec. 26A-101. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Subtitle, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to
them by this Section, except where the context otherwise requires:
(1)
Director means the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's duly authorized
representative.
(2)
Motor vehicle means any vehicle, including trucks and motorbikes, fully or partially powered by an internal
combustion engine or an electric motor, and used as a means of transportation on public highways.
(3)
Motor vehicle mechanic means an employee of a motor vehicle repair facility who, for salary or wages,
diagnoses, corrects, adjusts, or installs any integral component part or parts of an engine, drive train, chassis,
electrical system, brake system, or body of a motor vehicle; provided, however, that this definition shall not
apply to or include persons who perform only minor maintenance services, including replacing and installing
batteries, headlights, other lights, windshield wiper blades, fan belts, oil and air filters; changing and repairing
tires; changing and replacing antifreeze; lubricating vehicles; and other such similar minor maintenance services.
(4)
Motor vehicle repair facility means any garage, gasoline service station, or other business entity operated for
financial profit which regularly engages in the diagnosis or corrects malfunctions of motor vehicles, or rebuilds,
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alters, adjusts, or reconditions any part of a motor vehicle; provided, however, that this definition shall not apply
to facilities engaged solely in motor vehicle body repair or include business entities which perform only minor
maintenance services, including replacing and installing batteries, headlights, other lights, windshield wiper
blades, fan belts, oil and air filters; changing and repairing tires; changing and replacing antifreeze; and
lubricating vehicles and other such similar minor maintenance services. This Subtitle shall not be construed to
restrict the rendering of occasional emergency repair service to a disabled vehicle by an unlicensed facility.
(5)
Person means any individual, firm, association, partnership, joint stock association, trust, or corporation.
(CB-176-1973; CB-49-1984; CB-29-1995; CB-22-2001; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 26A-102. - Motor vehicle repair facility: license required.
Within ninety (90) calendar days after the effective date of this Subtitle, it shall be unlawful for any person in
Prince George's County, Maryland, to operate or to cause to be operated a motor vehicle repair facility without
having first obtained a license from the Director.
(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-103. - Motor vehicle repair facility license: application; information required, signature required, fee.
(a)
Application for a motor vehicle repair facility license shall be made upon a form prescribed by the Director.
(b)
In addition to such other information as the Director may reasonably deem as necessary for purposes of the
implementation, administration, and enforcement of this Subtitle, the application shall state the following:
(1)
The name of the applicant and, if the applicant is a partnership, the name and address of each partner; or, if the
applicant is a corporation, the names and addresses of the principal officers of the corporation and the state in
which incorporated, or the name and address of the authorized designated representative for the State of
Maryland and the State in which incorporated;
(2)
The addresses and telephone numbers of all places in the County where the business of the applicant is to be
conducted;
(3)
The number of motor vehicle mechanics, as defined in this Subtitle, employed by the applicant on a full-time,
part-time, or intermittent basis;
(4)
An identification of the particular areas of motor vehicle repair work in which the applicant will engage in
business;
(5)
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An identification of the particular areas of motor vehicle repair work in which each of the applicant's motor
vehicle mechanics possess technical competence and the number of motor vehicle mechanics employed in each
such area; and,
(6)
The number of the applicant's motor vehicle mechanics who possess valid automotive repair certificates from an
automotive repair testing service, the name(s) of the automotive repair testing service(s), and the particular
area(s) of automotive repair in which each such motor vehicle mechanic has been certified.
(c)
Every application shall be signed and certified that the information given thereon is true and correct. The
signature shall be that of the applicant if the applicant is an individual; or if the applicant is a partnership or
corporation, the signature shall be that of an officer or partner thereof.
(d)
Every application shall be accompanied by the fee required by this Subtitle.
(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-104. - Motor vehicle repair facility license: bond required.
(a)
As a condition precedent to the issuance of a license, every person required to be licensed under this Subtitle as
an operator of a motor vehicle repair facility shall deliver to the Director a receipt for a cash bond received from
the County Director of Finance or a corporate bond executed by a surety company qualified to do business in the
State of Maryland in the amount of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).
(b)
The cash or corporate bond shall run to the County and shall be conditioned that the licensee shall pay any
judgment rendered against him by any court of competent jurisdiction as a result of services rendered or
materials supplied in connection with the operation of the licensee's motor vehicle repair facilities as required to
be licensed under the provisions of this Subtitle.
(c)
Any person who has been awarded a final judgment from any court of competent jurisdiction as a result of
services rendered or materials supplied by a person required to be licensed under this Subtitle shall have a right
of action against such bond for the recovery of money, or damages, or both, in any court of competent
jurisdiction. In the event that the judgment is not satisfied after the judgment holder has made reasonable efforts
to execute on the judgment, the County, on behalf of the judgment holder, may make demand on the surety
company for the maximum amount of the bond or the amount of the judgment obtained plus interest and costs,
whichever is less.
(d)
Cash bonds shall be deposited with the County Director of Finance and he shall issue duplicate receipts
therefore. Such cash bonds shall be maintained by the County Director of Finance in a special, interest-bearing
account for three (3) years after the date of the expiration of the license or the date of the expiration of any
renewal period for which such bond was deposited by the licensee. If the County Director of Finance is notified
in writing that a suit has been filed against any such licensee as a result of which a judgment may be payable out
of such cash bond, the County Director of Finance shall retain such cash bond until such time as such suit has
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been reduced to judgment and the period for filing an appeal from such judgment has expired or the judgment
debtor has waived in writing his right to take an appeal or until such time as such suit has been otherwise
disposed of.
(e)
Every person required to be licensed under this Subtitle, who has deposited a cash bond with the County
Director of Finance shall be entitled to a return of reasonable interest earned on such cash bond by the County in
an amount not to exceed four percent (4%) simple interest per annum.
(f)
The failure of any person licensed under the provisions of this Subtitle to maintain at all times the cash or
corporate bond in the amount required by this Section shall constitute grounds for the revocation of such
person's license by the Director in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 26A-109 of this Subtitle.
(CB-176-1973; CB-43-1977)
Sec. 26A-105. - Motor vehicle repair facility license: issuance, term, renewal, change in application information,
amount of fee, duplicates, nontransferable.
(a)
The Director, upon receipt of a completed application accompanied by the proper fee and delivery by the
applicant of the bond required by Section 26A-104 of this Subtitle, and if satisfied that the applicant, as far as he
is able to ascertain, is in compliance with the provisions of this Subtitle, shall issue to the applicant a license
certificate which entitles the licensee to operate or cause to be operated motor vehicle repair facilities in the
County.
(b)
Unless sooner suspended or revoked, the license shall expire one (1) calendar year from the date of issuance and
may be renewed upon application and payment of the fee and maintenance of the bond required by this Subtitle.
(c)
If, during the period for which the license is issued there is any change in the factual information to the Director
by the licensee under Section 26A-103(1), (2) or (4) of this Subtitle, the change shall be fully, truly, and
promptly communicated by the licensee to the Director in writing, upon forms provided by the Director for that
purpose.
(d)
Every licensee shall pay an annual license fee for each business location of the licensee in the County as
prescribed in the Table of Fees.
(e)
If a license certificate is lost, mutilated or becomes illegible, the Director may issue a duplicate license
certificate upon application and payment of a fee in the amount of Five Dollars ($5.00).
(f)
No license certificate issued under this Section shall be transferred or assigned to any person other than the
person to whom it was issued.
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(g)
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subtitle, the Director may, in his discretion, establish a systematic
method for administering the renewal of licenses under the Subtitle, including, but not limited to, establishing
staggered renewal dates for existing licensees and prorating license fees based on such renewal dates. In no
event shall the Director:
(1)
Restrict the right of a licensee, under any initial license issued in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle,
to an initial term of less than one (1) year from the date of issuance;
(2)
Issue any initial license for a period to exceed eighteen (18) calendar months; and
(3)
Renew any license for a period of less than seven (7) calendar months, or for a period of more than eighteen (18)
calendar months.
(CB-176-1973; CB-25-1980; CB-92-1985; CB-41-2015)
Sec. 26A-107. - Motor vehicle repair facility license: information required on invoice, written estimates, return
of replaced parts.
(a)
Every person to whom a motor vehicle repair facility license has been issued shall record all work performed on
a motor vehicle, including warranty work, on an invoice and shall describe all service work done and parts
supplied and the respective prices charged thereon. If any used, rebuilt, or reconditioned parts are supplied, the
invoice shall clearly state that fact. If a part of a component system is composed of new or used, rebuilt, or
reconditioned parts, such invoice shall clearly state that fact. If any parts, labor and/or workmanship supplied by
the licensee are covered by warranties or guarantees, the licensee shall attach the warranty or guarantee
statements, if any, to the customer's invoice or otherwise clearly note or record the terms and conditions of the
warranties or guarantees on the customer's invoice. One copy of the invoice shall be given to the customer and
one copy shall be retained by the motor vehicle repair facility licensee for at least one (1) year or for the length
of any warranties or guarantees associated therewith, whichever is longer.
(b)
The motor vehicle repair facility licensee shall give to the customer, upon request, a written estimated price for
labor and parts necessary for a specific job on a motor vehicle and shall not charge for work done or parts
supplied in excess of ten percent (10%) of the estimated price without receiving the prior written or oral consent
of the customer. The motor vehicle repair facility licensee may charge a reasonable fee for making the estimate,
which fee shall be stated in writing to the customer prior thereto.
(c)
Upon the written request of the customer prior to the repair, the licensee shall retain all replaced parts from a
motor vehicle for inspection by the customer at the time the motor vehicle is delivered to the customer. The
customer shall also be entitled to retain any replaced parts, except parts required to be returned to the
manufacturer or distributor under a warranty or guarantee agreement. The aforegoing provisions shall not apply
to replaced parts which the licensee is required to deliver to the manufacturer or distributor in exchange for new,
used, rebuilt or reconditioned parts.
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(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-108. - Inspection of facilities.
The Director is hereby authorized to conduct periodic inspections of motor vehicle repair facilities licensed
under this Subtitle during such facilities' regular business hours in order to determine compliance with the
provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-109. - Denial, suspension, or revocation of licenses.
(a)
The Director is hereby authorized to deny, suspend, or revoke any license issued under this Subtitle if the
Director finds that:
(1)
The licensee, or any agent or employee of the licensee, has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of
conduct which is in violation of any provision of this Subtitle; or,
(2)
The licensee, or any agent or employee of the licensee, has repeatedly demonstrated a disregard for compliance
with any provision or provisions of this Subtitle; or
(3)
The licensee has willfully and deliberately engaged in a course of conduct which is in violation of any provision
of the Consumer Protection Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State or has repeatedly
demonstrated a disregard for compliance with any provision or provisions of the Consumer Protection
Ordinance or the consumer protection laws of the State.
(b)
No license shall be denied, suspended, or revoked hereunder without the Director first affording the licensee an
opportunity for a hearing thereon. At least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date set for the hearing, the
Director shall notify all parties to the proceedings in writing of the date, time, and place set for the hearing and
the charge made, and afford all parties the opportunity to be heard in person and by counsel in reference thereto.
The written notice shall be served by delivery of the notice to all parties by registered or certified mail. Within
ten (10) working days following the hearing, the Director shall render a decision and the reasons thereon in
writing and shall forward a copy of the same to all parties by certified or registered mail.
(c)
The Director may deny, suspend, or revoke any license issued under this Subtitle for a period of time determined
by the Director to be just and reasonable in relation to the severity of the violations found to exist under Section
26A-109(a)(1), (2), or (3) of this Subtitle. The Director may suspend or revoke a license issued under this
Subtitle with respect to one or more of the licensee's places of business. However, if a license has been denied or
revoked, the applicant shall not be eligible to apply for another license for a period of six (6) months after the
date on which the Director rendered a denial or revocation decision.
(CB-176-1973; CB-29-1995)
Sec. 26A-110. - Appeals.
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Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Director with respect to the denial, suspension, or revocation of a
license shall have the right to appeal any such decision to the Board of Appeals for Prince George's County,
Maryland, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of a denial, suspension, or revocation decision rendered by
the Director. Appeals to the Board of Appeals from denial, suspension or revocation decisions of the Director
shall be on the record of the hearing before the Director.
(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-111. - Exemptions.
Any person who engages solely in the business of repairing the motor vehicles of a single commercial,
industrial, or governmental entity, or two or more entities related by common ownership or corporate affiliation,
shall be exempt from the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-176-1973)
Sec. 26A-112. - Penalty.
Any person required to be licensed under this Subtitle who acts in the capacity of an operator of a motor vehicle
repair facility without first having obtained a license, or continues to act after a license has been denied,
suspended, or revoked, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine
not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or incarcerated up to six (6) months in jail, or both such fine
and imprisonment.
(CB-176-1973)
SUBTITLE 27. - ZONING.
Editor's note: Effective April 1, 2022, the provisions of Subtitle 27 have been repealed, subject to a two-year
transitional period approved by the County via enactment of CB-13-2018 and CB-98-2021. The user's attention
is directed to the new County Zoning Ordinance, accessible HERE .
PART 1. - SCOPE OF ORDINANCE.
Sec. 27-101. - Title.
This Subtitle shall be known as the Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, Maryland.
Sec. 27-102. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the Zoning Ordinance are:
(1)
To protect and promote the health, safety, morals comfort, convenience, and welfare of the present and future
inhabitants of the County;
(2)
To implement the General Plan, Area Master Plans, and Functional Master Plans;
(3)
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To promote the conservation, creation, and expansion of communities that will be developed with adequate
public facilities and services;
(4)
To guide the orderly growth and development of the County, while recognizing the needs of agriculture,
housing, industry, and business;
(5)
To provide adequate light, air, and privacy;
(6)
To promote the most beneficial relationship between the uses of land and buildings and protect landowners from
adverse impacts of adjoining development;
(7)
To protect the County from fire, flood, panic, and other dangers;
(8)
To provide sound, sanitary housing in a suitable and healthy living environment within the economic reach of all
County residents;
(9)
To encourage economic development activities that provide desirable employment and a broad, protected tax
base;
(10)
To prevent the overcrowding of land;
(11)
To lessen the danger and congestion of traffic on the streets, and to insure the continued usefulness of all
elements of the transportation system for their planned functions;
(12)
To insure the social and economic stability of all parts of the County;
(13)
To protect against undue noise, and air and water pollution, and to encourage the preservation of stream valleys,
steep slopes, lands of natural beauty, dense forests, scenic vistas, and other similar features;
(14)
To provide open space to protect scenic beauty and natural features of the County, as well as to provide
recreational space; and
(15)
To protect and conserve the agricultural industry and natural resources.
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Sec. 27-103. - Conflicting ordinances.
(a)
Whenever any provision of this Zoning Ordinance imposes a greater requirement or a higher standard than is
required in any State or Federal statute or other County ordinance or regulation, the provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance shall govern unless preempted by State or Federal law.
(b)
Whenever any provision of a State or Federal statute or other County ordinance or regulation imposes a greater
requirement or a higher standard than required by this Subtitle, the provision of the State or Federal statute or
other County ordinance or regulation shall govern.
(c)
It is not the intent of the Zoning Ordinance to interfere with or annul any easements, covenants, or other
agreements between parties; provided that where the Zoning Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the
use and dimensions of buildings, structures, or land, or requires larger open spaces than are imposed or required
by other ordinances, regulations, or permits, or by easements, covenants, or agreements, the provisions of the
Zoning Ordinance shall govern, except where expressly qualified in it.
(d)
Notwithstanding Subsections (a) and (c) above, whenever any provision of Subtitle 27A, the Urban Centers and
Corridor Nodes and Zoning Development Code of Prince George's County, imposes a greater requirement or a
higher standard than required in any State or Federal statute or other County ordinance or regulation, including
the Zoning Ordinance, the provisions of Subtitle 27A shall govern unless preempted by State or Federal law.
(CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-104. - Minimum requirements.
In interpreting and applying the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, they are the minimum requirements for the
promotion of the purposes of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-105. - Territorial application of requirements.
The Zoning Ordinance shall be in effect in that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince
George's County, Maryland.
Sec. 27-106. - Severability.
Should any provision of the Zoning Ordinance be decided by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, that
decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance other than the part decided to be unconstitutional or
invalid.
PART 2. - GENERAL.
DIVISION 1. - DEFINITIONS.
Sec. 27-107. - Applicability of definitions.
The definitions contained in this Division shall apply to this entire Subtitle, and to the wording of any conditions
placed on any final decision made in accordance with this Subtitle, such as conditions placed on the approval of
zoning cases.
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Sec. 27-107.01. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms in the Zoning Ordinance are defined as follows:
(1)
Abutting: Touching and sharing a common point or line. Also "Adjoining" and "Contiguous."
(2)
Accessory Building: See "Building, Accessory."
(3)
Accessory Use: See "Use, Accessory."
(3.1)
Acupuncture: A medical practice or procedure that treats illness by the insertion of needles at specified sites of
the body. The use may include treatment for humans or animals. The acupuncture of animals by a licensed
acupuncturist requires certification from the Maryland University of Integrative Health.
(CB-72-2014)
(4)
Adjacent: Nearby, but not necessarily "Abutting," "Adjoining," or "Contiguous."
(5)
Adjoining: See "Abutting."
(6)
Adult Book Store and/or Adult Video Store: Any commercial establishment, which does not have a use and
occupancy permit to operate as a movie theatre or nonprofit free-lending library, that either:
(A)
Has ten percent (10%) or more of its stock on the retail floor space of the premises to which the public is
admitted, or has ten percent (10%) or more of its stock on display in the display space, in books, periodicals,
photographs, drawings, sculpture, motion pictures, films, video cassettes, compact discs, digital video discs,
digital video recorders or other visual representations which depict sadomasochistic abuse, sexual conduct, or
sexual excitement as defined by Section 27-902 of the County Code; or
(B)
Has on the premises one (1) or more mechanical devices for viewing such materials.
(CB-88-1997; CB-28-2009)
(7)
Adult Day Care Center: An establishment in which a program is operated that is designed to provide care and
activities (during the daytime) for five (5) or more adults (unrelated to the operator by blood, adoption, or
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marriage) who are members of a service population that, because of advanced age, or emotional, mental,
physical, familial, or social conditions, need assistance in daytime activities. The term shall not include a
"Nursing or Care Home," "Congregate Living Facility," "School, Private," "Eleemosynary or Philanthropic
Institution," or "Group Residential Facility," or any "Sheltered Workshop" licensed as such by the United States
Department of Labor.
(CB-90-1985)
(7.1)
Adult Entertainment: Adult Entertainment means any exhibition, performance or dance of any type conducted in
a premise where such exhibition, performance or dance involves a person who:
(A)
Is unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing as to expose to view any portion of the breast below the top of
the areola or any portion of the pubic region, anus, buttocks, vulva or genitals with the intent to sexually arouse
or excite another person; or
(CB-56-2011)
(B)
Touches, caresses or fondles the breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region of another person, or permits
the touching, caressing or fondling of his/her own breasts, buttocks, anus, genitals or pubic region by another
person, with the intent to sexually arouse or excite another person.
(CB-46-2010)
(7.2)
Adult Rehabilitation Center: An establishment, owned and operated by a bona fide nonprofit organization within
the County, that provides on-site support for a service population, and also provides facilities for the refurbishing
and resale of donated goods to the public by the resident service population. The term shall not include a "Group
Residential Facility," "Congregate Living Facility," or "Adult Day Care Center."
(CB-108-1987; CB-46-2010)
(8)
Advertising Structure: See "Sign."
(9)
Agriculture: The business, science and art of cultivating and managing the soil, composting (to include the
composting of regionally generated sewer sludge pursuant to a permit issued by the state), growing, harvesting,
and selling crops, livestock and the products of forestry (including the production of mulch), horticulture,
floriculture, viticulture, hydroponics, animal husbandry, i.e., breeding, raising, or managing livestock, including
horses, poultry, fish, game, and fur-bearing animals, dairying, beekeeping and similar activities. Agriculture
includes processing on the farm of an agricultural product in the course of preparing the product for market,
which may cause a change in the natural form or state of the product. Agriculture includes equine activities and
equine facilities. Equine activities includes teaching equestrian skills, participating in equestrian events,
competitions, exhibitions or other displays of equestrian skills, and caring for, breeding, boarding, dealing,
selling, renting, riding or training equines. Equine facilities include barns, stables, rings, paddocks or accessory
buildings or structures used for equine activities. The term "Agriculture" shall not include the commercial
feeding of garbage or offal to animals, the slaughtering of livestock for marketing (except otherwise permitted
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by law) or the disposal of sludge except for fertilization of crops, horticultural products, or floricultural products
in connection with an active agricultural operation or home gardening.
(CB-92-2010; CB-80-2016; CB-16-2017)
(9.1)
Agritourism: A commercial enterprise that is intended to attract tourists and provide supplemental income for
the owner of a working farm that qualifies for agricultural use assessment pursuant to § 8-209 of the TaxProperty Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland (as amended). The commercial enterprise shall be offered
to the public or invited groups and shall be related to agriculture or natural resources and incidental to the
primary operation on the site. Agritourism uses include, but are not limited to: "Equine Activities", fishing,
hunting, wildlife study, corn mazes, harvest festivals, barn dances, hayrides, roadside stands, farmer's markets,
u-pick or pick-your-own operations, rent-a-tree operations, farm tours, wine tasting, educational classes related
to agricultural products or skills. Agritourism may include picnics, equine facilities, and party facilities,
corporate retreats and weddings; however, no lodging or overnight stay shall be provided for these uses.
Agritourism includes farm or ranch stays subject to the same rules as a Bed-and-Breakfast Inn as defined in this
Subtitle. Accessory recreational activities may be provided for guests.
(CB-39-2009; CB-92-2010)
(10)
Airfield, Airpark, Airport: A place where aircraft may take off or land, discharge or receive cargo or passengers,
be repaired or serviced, take on fuel, or be stored, including "Accessory Uses" which are commonly associated
with these facilities. These terms refer to any public use, general aviation airport licensed by the Maryland
Aviation Administration, but not to airports with military or air carrier traffic.
(CB-51-2002)
(11)
Airstrip: A place where aircraft may only take off or land, and discharge or receive cargo or passengers.
(12)
Alley: A public way which is less than thirty (30) feet wide, and which is designated as an "Alley" on a "Record
Plat" or dedicated as such in a deed.
(12.1)
Alley, Private: A vehicular passageway designed to provide secondary or service access, generally to the rear of
a lot, which is owned and maintained by a private entity.
(CB-53-1991)
(13)
Amusement Arcade: A commercial establishment which provides, as the principal "Use," amusement devices or
games of skill or chance, such as pinball and video games. This term shall not include:
(A)
"Recreational or Entertainment Establishments of a Commercial Nature"; or
(B)
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Establishments where amusement devices and games are "Accessory Uses" which either do not involve more
than fifteen percent (15%) of the "Gross Floor Area" of the establishment or involve not more than two (2)
devices or games, whichever results in the greater number of games.
(13.1)
Amusement Center: A commercially operated indoor facility providing a variety of amusement devices
primarily including, but not limited to, play equipment, television games, electromechanical games, small kiddie
rides, and other similar devices, and which may include food service.
(CB-35-1994)
(14)
Animal Boarding Place: A commercial establishment where domestic animals are temporarily boarded.
(14.1)
Antenna: Any structure or device used to collect or radiate electromagnetic waves, including both directional
antennas (such as panels, microwave dishes, satellite dishes) and omnidirectional antennas (such as whips), but
not including satellite earth stations larger than one meter in diameter.
(CB-123-1994; CB-65-2000)
(15)
Apartment Building: See "Dwelling, Multifamily."
(16)
Apartment, Efficiency: A "Dwelling Unit" comprised of one (1) main room (enclosed floor space) used for
living, dining, and sleeping purposes; one (1) kitchen; one (1) bathroom; and accessory enclosed floor spaces,
such as closets and pantries.
(17)
Apartment Hotel: Any "Building" containing both "Guest Rooms" and "Dwelling Units." There shall be not
more than one (1) "Guest Room" for each "Dwelling Unit." The "Guest Rooms" shall not be a part of any
"Dwelling Unit."
(18)
Apartment House: See "Dwelling, Multifamily."
(18.1)
Aquaponics: A form of agriculture which combines aquaculture (raising but not selling of fish) with hydroponics
(growing plants in water) in a symbiotic, closed-loop system.
(CB-61-2019)
(19)
Area Master Plan: See "Master Plan."
(20)
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Arena (Stadium): A large open or enclosed place used for sporting games or major events, that is partly or
completely surrounded by tiers of permanent seating for spectators.
(20.1)
Artist: A person engaged, as a career and not a hobby or pastime, in painting, drawing or sketching, printmaking,
sculpture, pottery-making or ceramics, photography or filmmaking, music or dance composition or performance,
acting or dramatic performance, drama or film production or direction, writing, or the teaching of any such
activity.
(CB-12-2001)
(20.2)
Artists' Residential Studios: A mixed-use community for artists, one or more adjoining structures with working
and living space restricted to artists, and housing eight or more artist units. The community may have artist units
on any floor and certain nonresidential uses on the first floor, but the nonresidential uses may not occupy more
than 25% of the total gross floor area of the structures. All structures and common areas must be owned or
controlled by a nonprofit corporation or association which restricts artist unit use and occupancy to artists and
their families and which is responsible for maintenance of the structures and their continued use as artists'
residential studios.
(CB-12-2001)
(20.3)
Assisted Living Facility: A residential facility with living and sleeping facilities for more than twenty (20)
elderly or physically handicapped residents within which sheltered care services are provided, which may
include, but need not be limited to, meal preparation, laundry services, housekeeping, personal observation and
direction in the activities of daily living, transportation for routine social and medical appointments, and the
availability of a responsible adult for companionship or nonclinical counseling. The term shall not include an
"Adult Day Care Center," "Congregate Living Facility," "Hospital," "Nursing or Care Home," "Family," or
"Group Residential Facility" as defined elsewhere in this Subtitle. An "Assisted Living Facility" shall comply
with any licensing and other regulatory requirements.
(CB-72-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-12-2001)
(21)
Attic: The part of a "Building" which is immediately below, and wholly or partly within, the roof framing. (See
Figure 1.)
(21.1)
Auditorium: A room or building used for the gathering of people seated as an audience; open to the general
public, with or without an admission charge, and used primarily for public speaking, theatrical production;
excluding any form of patron dancing or adult entertainment.
(CB-46-2010)
(21.1.1)
Automobile Detailing, Waterless: The comprehensive cleaning, polishing, and waxing of a motor vehicle, both
inside and out, through a specialized method involving the application of spray cleaning solution specifically
designed for removal of debris and enhancing surface protection without the use of water.
2263/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-71-2014)
(21.2)
Aviation Policy Area (APA): A defined land area adjacent to an airport, where regulations in Part 10B modify
zoning standards and requirements.
(CB-51-2002; CB-46-2010)
(22)
Basement: The portion of a "Building" below the first floor joists (other than a "Crawl Space"), having more
than one-half (1/2) of its clear ceiling height below the building grade on all sides; a "Cellar." (See Figure 1)
(22.1)
Bed-And-Breakfast Inn: Any owner-occupied, one-family detached residential dwelling in which rooms are
rented to paying guests on an overnight basis or no longer than two (2) weeks in any one visit. A "Country Inn,"
"Hotel," "Motel," "Fraternity or Sorority House," "Dormitory," "Tourist Home," "Rooming House or Boarding
House" shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-39-2009)
(23)
Bedroom: Any habitable room or enclosed floor space, other than one (1) living room (used for the common
social activities of the occupants) for each "Dwelling Unit"; areas arranged for eating, dining, or cooking
purposes; and accessory floor spaces, such as foyers, hallways, closets, pantries, and bathrooms. The term
includes any habitable room which could be used for sleeping purposes, irrespective of its being assigned a
different name, such as a "study," "den," "family room," or "recreation room."
(24)
[Reserved]
(CB-22-2019)
(25)
Billboard: See "Sign, Outdoor Advertising."
(26)
Block: Property abutting one (1) side of a "Street" and lying between any two (2) of the following: the nearest
intersecting "Streets," railroad rights-of-way, unsubdivided properties, rivers, live streams, or any other barriers
to the continuity of development. (See Figure 2.)
(27)
Board: Unless otherwise specified, the "Planning Board."
(28)
Boardinghouse: A "Dwelling Unit" in which (for compensation) lodging and meals are furnished by the
inhabitants to four (4) or more, but not exceeding nine (9), guests. The "Dwelling Unit" shall contain not more
than five (5) "Guest Rooms." A Boardinghouse shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
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(CB-39-2009)
(28.1)
Buffer: A combination of physical space and vertical elements, such as plants, berms, fences, or walls,
established or preserved to mitigate disparities between land uses or to protect aquatic, wetland, shoreline, or
other sensitive natural features from man-made disturbances. As a development limitation in the Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, primary and secondary buffers have distinct definitions set forth in the
"Conservation Manual." The primary and secondary buffers, combined, constitute the "Buffer" in the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones. Buffers have distinct applications as landscaping elements set
forth in the Landscape Manual.
(CB-72-1987; CB-1-1989; CB-57-1989)
(28.2)
Buffer yard: One of several specific combinations of minimum building setbacks, landscaped yard widths, and
plant material requirements, as set forth in the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
(29)
Building:
(A)
A "Structure" having a roof and used for the shelter, support, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property. Any
part of a "Building" is considered a separate "Building" when:
(i)
It is entirely separated from all other parts by a wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof; and
(ii)
It has no door or other opening directly to the other parts.
(B)
No vehicle originally designed as a means of conveyance shall be considered a "Building," regardless of whether
wheels or other devices to facilitate movement have been removed (except where otherwise specified in this
Subtitle).
(C)
Any "Mobile Home" or "Trailer" designed for human occupancy and situated in a Commercial or Industrial
Zone shall be considered a "Building" if it is used for business purposes.
(CB-23-1988)
(30)
Building, Accessory: A "Building" subordinate to, and located on the same lot with, a "Main Building," and
used for an accessory use. The following are not "Accessory Buildings":
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(A)
A "Private Parking Garage" connected to a "Main Building" (of which it is considered a part) by a common
wall;
(B)
"Trailers"; and
(C)
"Mobile Homes," except where a "Mobile Home" is a "Dwelling" that conforms to Section 27-424.01(a)(4) and
(b), and is allowed in the Residential Zone in which it is located as the "Main Building" on the lot, where the
"Mobile Home" is located in the O-S or R-A Zone, was formerly a legally erected "Dwelling" on the same lot,
and conforms to the requirements of Section 27-424.04; or where the "Mobile Home" is located on a lot at least
twenty-five (25) acres in size in the O-S or R-A Zone, was previously used for agricultural storage purposes,
meets all current setback requirements for mobile homes, and conforms to the requirements of Section 27424.04.
(CB-36-1994)
(31)
Building Code: The Building Code of Prince George's County. (See Subtitle 4 of the County Code.)
(32)
Building Coverage: The percentage of a "Lot" covered by "Buildings." (See Figure 3.)
(33)
Building Envelope: The area of a "Lot" within which "Buildings" and "Structures" may be constructed (except
walls or fences located outside of the "Building Envelope"). (See Figure 4.)
(34)
Building, Height of: See "Height of Building."
(35)
Building Line: A line beyond which no part of a "Main Building" (including a covered porch, vestibule, or other
similar projection) or "Structure" (not including ground level paved surfaces, unless specifically noted) shall
extend. The "Building Line" determines an area within which "Main Buildings" and other "Structures" may be
placed. A "Building Line" is the same as a required "Setback." The area between the "Building Line" and the
"Street Line" or "Lot Line" is the required "Yard." (Also called a "Building Restriction Line." See "Setback,"
"Yard," and Figure 5.)
(36)
Building, Main: A "Building" in which is conducted the principal "Use" of the "Lot" on which it is located.
(37)
Building Supply Store: An establishment which engages in the retail sale of building materials, excluding the
bulk sale of sand, gravel, portland cement, or concrete.
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(38)
Bulk Retailing: The sale of merchandise in large quantities, such as in unbroken cases or oversized containers,
directly to ultimate consumers.
(38.1)
Business Advancement and Food Access Infill: A development which combines a food or beverage store not
exceeding 40,000 square feet of gross floor area; a consolidated storage facility; may include an eating or
drinking establishment, or any other use that is permitted by right, or by special exception, in the C-S-C
(Commercial Shopping Center) Zone is permitted; and shall not include a Department or Variety Store, where:
(A)
the proposed development is part of a revitalization project in accordance with Section 27-445.15 of this
Subtitle; and
(B)
the development meets the criteria of Division 5, Part 5 of this Subtitle.
(CB-62-2015; CB-83-2018)
(39)
Camping Trailer: A vehicle originally sold to the consumer for recreational, travel, or vacation purposes, which
is self-propelled or capable of being towed, and which provides facilities for temporary camping or sleeping.
"Camping Trailer" includes a unit designed to be carried by an open pickup truck. The term "Camping Trailer"
also includes "travel trailer," "camper," "recreational vehicle," "motor home," "truck camper," and similar
vehicles.
(40)
Canopy: A roof-like cover extending over an outdoor improvement (such as a sidewalk, a gasoline pump island,
or the vehicular surface abutting a "drive-in" service window) for the sole purpose of sheltering persons from
sun or precipitation. A "Canopy" is either freestanding, or attached to and projecting from the wall of a building.
A "Canopy" is supported only by columns or the wall of a "Building," and is unenclosed on all sides (except in
the case of a projecting canopy where it abuts the "Building" wall). A "Canopy" shall not be considered a
"Building." A "carport" or covering over a porch, patio, deck, terrace, or stairway shall not be considered a
"Canopy," but shall be considered a portion of the "Main Building" to which it is attached or, if freestanding, an
"Accessory Building." Where an "Accessory Building" is attached to a "Canopy," a "carport," or a covering
which is attached to the "Main Building," that building shall not be considered a portion of the "Main Building";
however, that building is subject to the setback requirements of the "Main Building."
(CB-49-1988)
(40.1)
Car-Sharing: A system of vehicular rental organized to provide designated short-term use of a vehicle between
certain access points in exchange for a specific fee.
(CB-51-2011)
(41)
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Car Wash: Facilities for the commercial washing of motor vehicles, regardless of whether mechanical devices
are used. Does not include Waterless Automobile Detailing.
(CB-71-2014)
(42)
Care Home: See "Nursing or Care Home."
(42.1)
Catering Establishment: An establishment that specializes in the preparation of food or beverages for social
occasions; such as weddings, banquets, parties, or other gatherings; with or without banquet facilities for these
private prearranged occasions that are not open to impromptu attendance by the general public; excluding adult
entertainment.
(CB-46-2010)
(43)
Cellar: See "Basement."
(44)
Cemetery: A place used for the permanent interment of dead human bodies (or their cremated remains) or pet
animal bodies. A memorial garden located on the premises of a "Church," where only the ashes of deceased
persons may be scattered or placed, is not a "Cemetery."
(45)
Certified Nonconforming Use: A "Nonconforming Use" for which a use and occupancy permit identifying the
"Use" as nonconforming has been issued.
(45.1)
Certifying Physician: A physician, as specified within Section 14-101(i) of the Health Occupations Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland, who is registered with the Natalie M. LaPrade Medical Cannabis Commission.
(CB-5-2016)
(46)
Chancery: The administrative offices and tribunal of a "Church" (not otherwise permitted as an "Accessory
Use") which are solely related in scope and function to the "Church."
(46.1)
Check Cashing Business: An establishment which accepts or cashes, for compensation, a payment instrument
regardless of the date of the payment instrument. This use does not include activities undertaken by: (i) any
bank, trust company, savings bank, savings and loan association, or credit union chartered under the laws of this
state, another state, or the United States as long as that institution has a branch that accepts deposits in this state;
or (ii) any subsidiary or affiliate of an institution described in part (i) above (generally those exempt under
Section 12-103 of the Maryland Financial Institutions Code Annotated (as amended from time to time)).
Additionally, this use does not include a business: (i) for which a fee of up to 1.5% of the face amount of the
payment instrument is charged per payment instrument, and are incidental to the retail sales of goods or services
by the person that is providing the check cashing services; (ii) in which a customer presents a payment
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instrument for the exact amount of a purchase; or (iii) involving foreign currency exchange services or the
cashing of a payment instrument drawn on a financial institution other than a federal, state, or other state
financial institution.
(CB-23-2009)
(46.2)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area: All waters of and lands under the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries to the head
of tide as indicated on the State wetlands maps, all State and private wetlands designated under the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Title 16 of the Environmental Article; and all land and water
areas within one thousand (1,000) feet beyond the landward boundaries of State or private wetlands and heads of
tides designated under the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Title 16 of the
Environmental Article, as indicated on approved Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map
Amendments.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-76-2010)
(46.3)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Buffer: As defined in Sec. 5B-106(a).
(CB-76-2010)
(47)
Church: A "Building," "Structure," or area of land, which is primarily used for conducting organized religious
services and "Accessory Uses" customarily associated with the "Use."
(47.1)
Civic association: Any organization registered with the Commission to represent the residents of a designated
neighborhood or other geographical area of the County.
(CB-12-2003)
(47.2)
Civic Use Area: Land area within a "Village Proper" in the V-M and V-L Zones, so designated in the village
plan, upon which structures may be erected for community use, enjoyment, and benefit.
(CB-53-1991)
(47.3)
Class 3 Fill: Temporary use of land for the spreading or depositing of Class 3 fill materials, including without
limitation soils difficult to compact or with other than optimum moisture content; rock and similar irreducible
materials, without limit as to size, provided no detectable voids are formed into which overlying soils may later
be washed; and topsoil, intermittently layered with nonorganic soil. On properties with Class 3 fill uses, at least
twelve (12) inches of soil shall cover all rock or irreducible materials with any linear measurement greater than
eight (8) inches. Class 3 fill materials deposited in a fill or disposal area shall be free of pollutants which may
constitute a potential public health hazard, reduce surface or groundwater quality, or cause damage to property or
drainage systems. Incidental fill operations associated with the development of subdivisions and other
preliminary work of a developing site shall not be considered a Class 3 fill operation.
(CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)
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(48)
Clinic, Medical: An establishment where outpatients are accepted for special study and treatment by a group of
(three (3) or more) medical practitioners practicing medicine together.
(49)
Club or Lodge, Private: An establishment providing facilities for entertainment or recreation for only bona fide
members and guests, and not operated for profit, excluding adult entertainment.
(CB-46-2010)
(49.1)
College or university, private: A type of private school offering a program of instruction for students after
secondary school. The college or university must be approved by the Maryland Higher Education Commission
and accredited by a national association of colleges and universities, and it must offer one or more programs
leading to associate, baccalaureate, or higher degrees.
(CB-94-2000)
(49.2)
Commercial Fuel Depot: An unattended, automated fuel dispensing facility that dispenses fuel to businesses,
organizations, and municipalities that maintain a fleet of vehicles. This use does not include any retail sale of
gasoline to the general public and does not include any store sales, vehicle service or vending operations.
(CB-68-2006)
(49.3)
Commercial recreational development: A contiguous assemblage of land leased from a public agency before
January 1, 1974, containing no less than sixty (60) acres at the time of said lease and to be developed with an
array of commercial, including parking lots for commercial purposes, residential, lodging, recreational,
entertainment, retail, social, cultural, or similar uses, and which development and/or use shall conform to the
terms of that lease as modified or amended.
(CB-35-2000; CB-94-2000; CB-68-2006)
(50)
Commission: Unless otherwise specified, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(51)
Common Area: Land or facilities which are located within, or related to, a development, and which are designed
for use by the residents (and guests) of, or workers in, the entire development or a designated part of the
development. "Common Area" does not include land or facilities which are individually owned or dedicated to
public use. "Common Area" remains in the ownership of a homeowners', condominium, or similar association.
(52)
Community Building: A "Building" which is primarily available to the public for cultural, educational,
recreational, or civic purposes, and not operated for profit.
(52.1)
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Community Piers and Noncommercial Boat Docking Facilities: Piers and boat docking facilities that are
community-owned, and operated for the benefit of the residents of a riparian subdivision which is the subject of
a "Record Plat."
(CB-72-1987)
(52.2)
Concrete recycling facility: A facility that processes concrete demolition material by crushing to remove
reinforcing metals, if any, and to reduce the size of concrete material to a commercially usable size.
(CB-78-2004)
(53)
Condominium: Property subject to the "condominium regime" established under the Maryland Condominium
Act, being Title II of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(54)
Congregate Living Facility: A residential facility for four (4) to twenty (20) elderly or physically handicapped
residents, within which sheltered care services are provided, which may include, but need not be limited to,
living and sleeping facilities, meal preparation, laundry services, housekeeping, personal observation and
direction in the activities of daily living, transportation for routine social and medical appointments, and the
availability of a responsible adult for companionship or nonclinical counseling. The term shall not include an
"Adult Day Care Center," "Hospital," "Nursing or Care Home," "Family," or "Group Residential Facility," as
defined elsewhere in this Subtitle. A Congregate Living Facility shall comply with the licensing and other
regulatory requirements of Subtitle 12, Division 7, of this Code.
(CB-90-1985)
(54.1)
Conservation Agreement: A formal agreement recorded in the land records which commits a grading or building
permit applicant to the execution of various approved elements of a "Conservation Plan," including a stormwater
management concept plan, an erosion and sedimentation concept plan, a vegetation management plan, and other
plans which may be required by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Prince
George's County Planning Board.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010; CB-29-2014)
(54.2)
Conservation Plan: A plan, developed in accordance with Subtitle 5B, which demonstrates how a project has
been designed to meet the specific Chesapeake Bay Critical Area criteria.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
(54.3)
Conservation Subdivision: A conservation subdivision protects the character of land through the permanent
preservation of farmland, woodland, sensitive natural features, scenic and historic landscapes, vistas, and unique
features of the site in keeping with the General Plan and Countywide Green Infrastructure Plan. A conservation
subdivision is intended to maintain large contiguous, unfragmented farming, forested areas and, unique and
significant features. The standards provide for lots, open space and internal street designs that conserve
woodlands, farmland, farm structures, historic structures, and the scenic and unique character of development
2271/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

sites. A conservation subdivision prioritizes site characteristics for conservation and creates a site layout that
conserves important site features such as open space networks, blocks of productive farmland, and unique
characteristics of a site, scenic view sheds within and of the site from adjoining properties and streets, and
contiguous woodland habitats. The site design should encourage agricultural pursuits (in the Rural Tier), create
attractive development layouts respecting existing features of the site, and encourage connectivity between
scenic, historic, agricultural, and environmental characteristics of abutting properties and streets.
(CB-32-2008)
(54.4)
Consolidated Storage: A "Building" divided into two (2) or more individual units of 500 square feet or less, each
of which is leased to an individual solely for dead storage and not for use in connection with the operation of a
business.
(CB-45-1999; CB-76-2010)
(55)
Contiguous: See "Abutting."
(56)
Corridor Cities and New Town Centers: Single, well-designed, architecturally unified centers which are a focus
for areawide cultural and economic activity, as described in an "Area Master Plan."
(57)
Council: The Prince George's County Council, sitting as the District Council for the Prince George's County
portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District.
(58)
Country Inn: A "Building" having historical, architectural, or cultural significance, or the appearance of it,
within which is provided (for compensation) lodging or food service for transient guests in a historical, scenic,
or pastoral atmosphere. A "Boardinghouse," "Drive-In Restaurant," "Fast-Food Restaurant," "Dormitory,"
"Rooming House," or "Fraternity or Sorority House" shall not be considered a "Country Inn." A Country Inn
shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-39-3009)
(59)
County: Prince George's County, Maryland.
(60)
Court: An "Open Space" (other than a "Yard") located on the same "Lot" with, and bounded on two (2) or more
sides by, the walls of a "Building." A "Court" shall be open and unobstructed to the sky, except for landscaping
and permitted "Accessory Uses" and accessory structures. (See Figure 6.)
(61)
Court, Inner: Any "Court" except an "Outer Court." The width of an "Inner Court" is the minimum distance
between opposite sides, measured perpendicular to its longest side. The length of an "Inner Court" is the
maximum distance measured parallel to its longest side. (See Figure 6.)
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(62)
Court, Outer: A "Court" open on at least one (1) side for at least seventy-five percent (75%) of its width, and
open to a "Yard" on the "Lot," or to a "Street," "Alley," or other public way. The depth of an "Outer Court" is the
maximum distance from the "Yard," "Street," "Alley," or other public way to the face of the opposite "Building"
or wall. The width of an "Outer Court" is the minimum horizontal distance measured perpendicular to its depth.
(See Figure 6.)
(63)
Crawl Space: A space (excluding an "Attic") between the ceiling of one "Story" and the floor of the next
"Story," or below the floor of the first "Story," which is not more than four and one-half (4½) feet high, and
usually contains pipes, ducts, wiring, and lighting fixtures. It shall not be considered a "Story."
(64)
Day: The period of time between midnight and the following midnight. A "Day" is a calendar day, unless
otherwise specified.
(65)
Day Care Center for Children: An establishment in which a program is operated that is designed to provide care
and activities for nine (9) or more children not located in a dwelling unit, or thirteen (13) or more children in a
dwelling unit, on a regular schedule (more than once a week). This term shall not include "Family Day Care,"
"Recreational Program, Before- and After-School," "School, Private," or "Small Group Child Care Center."
(CB-23-1988; CB-131-1993)
(66)
Density: The number of "Dwelling Units" per acre of "Net Lot Area." In the R-C-O Zone, the gross tract acreage
is used to calculate density except as noted in Sec. 5B-113(f).
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
(66.1)
Development: Any activity that materially affects the condition or use of dry land, land under water, or any
structure.
(CB-57-1989)
(66.2)
Development Review District: A contiguous area no less than 1,000 acres in size created by legislative act of the
County Council under Subtitle 24, Division 9 of this Code.
(CB-133-1986; CB-57-1989)
(66.3)
Development Review District Commission: A body of persons appointed under Subtitle 24, Division 9 of this
Code to represent the interests of a development review district in the review of subdivision applications and
which is to be made a party of record in all zoning and subdivision matters for which parties of record are
identified, which involve property within the development review district before the Zoning Hearing Examiner,
the Planning Board or the District Council.
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(CB-133-1986; CB-57-1989)
(66.4)
Distribution Facility:
(A)
A facility to or from which a wholesaler or retailer ships merchandise, materials, or supplies for storage or
distribution by that wholesaler or retailer to the sales outlets or service operations it supports; or
(B)
A business whose functions are similar to those of the United States Postal Service, that is exclusively devoted
to the receiving, sorting, sending, and delivery of letters, parcels, and other postal express matter.
(CB-90-1992)
(67)
District: That portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince George's County, Maryland.
(68)
District Council: The Prince George's County Council, sitting as the District Council for the Prince George's
County portion of the Maryland-Washington Regional District.
(69)
Dormitory: An "Accessory Building" used for lodging purposes in connection with a school or other institution,
or as a farm tenant dwelling. A Dormitory shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-134-1985; CB-39-2009)
(70)
Driveway: A private roadway located on a "Lot," providing access for motor vehicles to a parking space, garage,
or other "Structure," or from the "Lot" to a "Street." (See Figure 7.)
(71)
Drug Store: A retail store where the primary "Use" is the filling of medical prescriptions and the sale of medical
supplies and nonprescription medicines. Nonmedical products, such as cards, candy, and cosmetics, may be sold
as an "Accessory Use."
(72)
Dwelling: A "Building" used for living facilities for one (1) or more "Families."
(73)
Dwelling, Attached: A "Dwelling" which is attached by means of a solid, common wall to one (1) or more other
"Dwellings."
(74)
Dwelling, Farm Tenant: A one-family detached dwelling or dormitory (but not a multifamily dwelling) which is:
2274/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A)
Not the principal residence of the property owner;
(B)
An "Accessory Building";
(C)
Located on land used exclusively for "Agriculture";
(D)
Owned by the same person who owns the agricultural land; and
(E)
Occupied by a tenant who derives a majority of his total income from working the agricultural land.
(CB-134-1985)
(74.1)
Dwelling, Metropolitan, One-Family Attached: One "Building" containing four (4) or more "Dwelling Units"
which:
(A)
Are used as "One-Family Dwellings";
(B)
Are located side by side on abutting "Lots"; and
(C)
Are entirely separated from each other by a solid wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof.
(CB-33-2005)
(75)
Dwelling, Multifamily: A "Building" (other than a "Three-Family Dwelling") containing three (3) or more
"Dwelling Units"; an "Apartment House" or "Apartment Building." "Multifamily Dwelling" does not include a
"Fraternity or Sorority House." A "Dwelling" for which a Special Exception was granted in accordance with
Section 27-382, "Multifamily Dwelling; Bedroom Percentages Increase," prior to August 26, 1983, shall be
considered a "Multifamily Dwelling," irrespective of whether the individual "Dwelling Units" are entirely
separated from each other by solid, common walls. (See Figure 9.)
(76)
Dwelling, One-Family: A "Building" containing only one (1) "Dwelling Unit," which may be detached from, or
attached to, another "One-Family Dwelling." A "One-Family Detached Dwelling" is also referred to as a
"Single-Family Dwelling." (See Figure 8.)
(76.1)
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Dwelling, Quadruple-Attached: One (1) of four (4) attached "Buildings" which:
(A)
Are used as a "One-Family Dwelling";
(B)
Are located side by side on abutting "Lots";
(C)
Are separated from each other by a solid wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof;
(D)
Have exterior walls in common with the adjoining "Building"; and
(E)
Are separated from any other "Building" by space on all other sides.
(CB-83-1997)
(77)
Dwelling, Semidetached: One of two (2) attached "Buildings" which are:
(A)
Used as "One-Family Dwellings";
(B)
Located side by side on adjoining "Lots";
(C)
Separated from each other by a solid wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof; and
(D)
Entirely separated from any other "Building" by space on all other sides. (See Figure 10.)
(77.1)
Dwelling, Storefront: A dwelling unit located above the ground floor in the "Storefront Area" of the Village
Zones.
(CB-53-1991)
(78)
Dwelling, Three-Family: A "Building" containing three (3) "Dwelling Units," with two (2) of the "Dwelling
Units" arranged side by side and situated either above or below the third "Dwelling Unit." (See Figure 11.)
(79)
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Dwelling, Triple-Attached: One (1) of three (3) attached "Buildings" which:
(A)
Are used as "One-Family Dwellings";
(B)
Are located side by side on abutting "Lots";
(C)
Are separated from each other by a solid wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof;
(D)
Have exterior walls in common with the adjoining "Building"; and
(E)
Are separated from any other "Building" by space on all other sides. (See Figure 12.)
(80)
Dwelling, Two-Family: Either:
(A)
A "Building" containing two (2) "Dwelling Units," arranged one above the other; or
(B)
Two (2) attached buildings arranged side by side on one (1) "Lot," each containing one (1) "Dwelling Unit,"
separated from each other by a solid wall extending from the lowest floor to the roof. (See Figure 13.)
(81)
Dwelling Unit: A "Building" (or part of a "Building") used as a complete and independent living facility for only
one (1) "Family," which includes permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.
(Abbreviated as "d.u.")
(81.1)
Eating or Drinking Establishment: An establishment that provides food or beverages for consumption on or off
premise, which may be developed freestanding, on a pad site or attached to another building, or located within
another building or located within a group of buildings, which may include a drive-through service, carryout,
outdoor eating, music of any kind, patron dancing, or entertainment, excluding adult entertainment uses.
(CB-46-2010; CB-56-2011; CB-92-2015)
(81.2)
Electronic Cigarette Shop: A retail store where the primary "Use" is the retail sale of, for off-site consumption,
electronic cigarettes, or any electronic device that can be used to deliver nicotine or other substance to the person
inhaling from the device, including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, or pipe, any
cartridge or other component of the device, or any related electronic cigarette product.
2277/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-92-2015)
(81.3)
Electronic Recycling Facility: An establishment in which obsolete or outdated computers, televisions, cell
phones, printers, PDA's, medical equipment (not including x-ray machines or other potentially radioactive
devices) and other electronic devices used in offices and homes, which have been previously separated from the
solid waste stream, are collected and sorted, processed and sold for reuse or packaged for distribution to other
facilities where the materials will be further recycled, used as raw materials or will otherwise be returned to the
market place. Processing means the preparation of materials by such means as disassembling, refurbishing,
baling, briquetting, compacting, grinding, crushing, shredding and separation into commodity grade materials.
The use shall not include the treatment, speculative accumulation or recycling of, cathode ray tubes, hazardous
materials, or radioactive Universal Waste as defined by 40 CFR Part 273, as amended from time to time, which
shall be shipped off-site to a certified facility for further recycling. In addition the use shall not include smelting,
biological or chemical treatment of the component parts recovered from the electronic devices.
(CB-91-2012)
(82)
Eleemosynary or Philanthropic Institution: Any facility operated by a private, nonprofit organization offering
religious, social, physical, recreational, emergency, or benevolent services, and which is not already specifically
allowed in the various zones. The organization shall not carry on a business on the premises. The term shall not
include an "Adult Day Care Center," "Congregate Living Facility," or "Group Residential Facility."
(CB-90-1985)
(83)
Employee's Recreational Facility: Any recreational facility provided in connection with a business for the
exclusive use of the employees of the business and their guests.
(84)
Enlargement or Extension: Alterations which increase the usable area of a "Building," "Structure," or other
improvement, or "Use" (including the addition of any new "Structure" or other improvement). Modifications
such as the addition of cupolas, windows, or "Canopies," which do not increase the usable square footage of a
"Building" or "Structure," or which do not expand the occupied usable land area of the "Lot," shall not be
considered an "Enlargement or Extension."
(84.1)
Entrance Feature: Any combination of gateway elements (such as signs, walls, flagpoles, gazebos, landforms,
fountains, and landscaping) located at the entrance to a residential subdivision.
(CB-109-1989)
(84.2)
Equine Activities: includes teaching equestrian skills, participating in equestrian events, competitions,
exhibitions or other displays of equestrian skills, and caring for, breeding, boarding, dealing, selling, renting,
riding, or training equines. The term shall not include "Animal Boarding Place".
(CB-92-2010)
(84.3)
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Equine Facility: includes barns, stables, rings, paddocks or accessory buildings or structures used for Equine
Activities.
(CB-92-2010)
(85)
Family:
(A)
An individual maintaining a household in a "Dwelling Unit"; or
(B)
Two (2) or more individuals related by blood, adoption, or marriage (including a "Foster Home" relationship
other than a "Group Residential Facility") who maintain a common household in a "Dwelling Unit"; or
(C)
Not more than five (5) individuals (excluding servants), all or a part of whom are unrelated to one another by
blood, adoption, or marriage, and who maintain a common household in a "Dwelling Unit."
(86)
Family Day Care: Child care provided for up to eight (8) children in a "Family Day Care Home" which is
registered by the Department of Human Resources in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 5 of the Family
Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, or a "Family Day Care Home" which, by State law or
regulation, is specifically exempt from registration.
(CB-131-1993)
(87)
FAR: See "Floor Area Ratio."
(87.0.1)
Farm brewery: A facility that has been approved for a Class 8 farm brewery license pursuant to the Alcoholic
Beverages Article of the State Code that produces not more than 15,000 barrels of beer per year.
(CB-13-2021)
(87.1)
Farmer's Market: A collection of vendors located on private or publicly owned property or property owned by a
not-for-profit organization, in accordance with the written permission of the property owner, for the sale of
agricultural and horticultural products grown by the vendor or for the sale of baked, canned, or preserved foods
prepared by the vendor. Operations generally meeting this definition, but which are open fewer than four (4)
days per year, shall be construed as a "garage sale" for which no permit shall be required.
(CB-63-1998; CB-73-2012)
(87.2)
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Farm Winery: An agricultural processing facility located on a farm with a producing vineyard, orchard, or
similar growing area and with facilities for fermenting and bottling wine on the premises where the owner
manufactures wine and/or pomace brandy from fresh fruits or other agricultural products as allowable by state
law. A Farm Winery includes crushing, fermenting and refermenting, bottling, blending, bulk and bottle storage,
aging, shipping, receiving, laboratory equipment and maintenance facilities, administrative office functions and
related agricultural tourism activities.
(CB-36-2009)
(88)
Final Plat: The final detailed drawing (to scale) of a tract of land, depicting the proposed division of the tract into
"Lots," "Blocks," "Streets," "Alleys," or other areas within a proposed "Subdivision." (See Subtitle 24 for further
information regarding "Subdivisions.")
(88.1)
Fisheries Activities: Commercial operations and structures for the packaging, canning, freezing, or processing of
fish, mollusks, or crustaceans, which may include related activities such as wholesale, retail sales, storage
structures, and loading docks.
(CB-72-1987)
(89)
Flag Lot: A flag-shaped "Lot," created under the "Optional Residential Design Approach" provisions of Subtitle
24, which has a "Street" frontage smaller than that otherwise required for the zone in which it is located. (See
Figure 17.)
(89.1)
Flea Market: A collection of vendors using stalls, booths, or tables on property owned by a public agency or a
not-for-profit organization, in accordance with the written permission of the property owner, for the sale of
merchandise, collectibles, crafts, antiques, and other items, excluding automobiles, automobile parts, and
nonportable household appliances. No sales shall occur from a vehicle. Operations generally meeting this
definition, but which are open fewer than four (4) days a year, shall be construed as a "garage sale" for which no
permit shall be required.
(CB-63-1998)
(89.2)
Flex Space: An office, contractor's office, manufacturing, assembly, or warehouse located within a structure no
greater than one (1) story above grade, and which typically includes roll-up overhead doors on the rear and
office at the front of the units.
(CB-28-2012)
(90)
Floodplain, One Hundred (100) Year: That area of land which would be covered by a flood that has a one
percent (1%) chance of being equalled or exceeded in any year, and conforms to the requirements of Section 27124.01.
(CB-28-2010)
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(91)
Floor Area Ratio: The ratio of the "Gross Floor Area" of all "Buildings" or "Structures" on a "Lot" to the area of
that "Lot." (Abbreviated as "FAR".) (See Figure 14.)
(91.1)
Food or Beverage Store: A use providing the retail sales of food, beverages, and sundries primarily for home
consumption, and may include food or beverage preparation. Does not include a Department or Variety Store
that provides incidental sales of candy, gum and similar non-refrigerated items at a check-out counter, or in a
standard vending machine.
(CB-5-1999; CB-19-2005)
(91.1.1)
Food Hall: Establishments consisting of three or more individually-licensed businesses within an enclosed
building where food and beverages may be consumed on the premises, taken out, or delivered, and may also
include small retail venues, of up to twenty percent (20%) of the gross floor area of the use. Food uses shall
comprise a minimum of sixty percent (60%) of the gross floor area of the use. Patrons may be served while
seated and pay after eating, or orders may be made at a walk-up window, counter, machine, or remotely, and
payment made prior to food consumption. Characteristics of food halls include but are not limited to: shared
entrance/lobby areas, compartmentalized spaces for individually licensed businesses, craft retail and locally
made products such as (apothecary, clothing, furniture), art shows, maker space for craft artisans, shared eating
areas, shared restrooms, and shared "back of house" areas (e.g. storage, dishwashing, food preparation); live
entertainment, artistic performances, and artistic instruction. Each compartmentalized space may have access to
the exterior of the building. Only individually-licensed food establishments may use the exterior of the building
for outdoor dining and seating areas. The use may include patron dancing in accordance with the provisions of
this Subtitle but shall not include Adult Entertainment. Any use operating as a food hall use or could be
construed as a food hall under this Section that was in operation on or before January 1, 2020, may continue
operations in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-70-2020)
(91.2)
Forest Stand Delineation: A detailed accounting of woody vegetation, prepared in plan and document form, as
required by Division 2 of Subtitle 25, and as explained in the publication, The Woodland and Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Technical Manual.
(CB-75-1989; CB-107-1992; CB-5-1999; CB-28-2010)
(92)
Fortunetelling: Any attempt to tell fortunes or predict the future (for pay or voluntary contributions) by means of
occult or psychic powers, faculties, or forces; necromancy, palmistry, psychology, psychic psychometry, spirits,
medium-ship, seership, prophecy, cards, talismans, sorcery, charms, potions, magnetism, tea leaves, magic,
numerology, mechanical devices, handwriting analyses, phrenology, character readings, or any other similar
means. "Fortunetelling" shall not be considered a "Home Occupation," "Church," or other place of worship.
(93)
Foster Home: A "Dwelling Unit" in which a person performs the duties of a parent to the child of another by
rearing the child and acting as his guardian.
(94)
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Fraternity or Sorority House: A "Building" used for lodging by individuals who are members or affiliates of a
fraternity or sorority while attending an educational institution. It may include facilities for dining for the
employees and guests of the facility. A "Fraternity or Sorority House" is not a "Boardinghouse," "Rooming
House," "Dormitory," "Eleemosynary or Philanthropic Institution," "Group Residential Facility," or "Dwelling."
A Fraternity or Sorority House shall not be considered a Bed-and-Breakfast Inn".
(CB-39-2009)
(95)
Front Wall: Except as otherwise specified, the wall of a "Building" facing the "Front Yard."
(96)
Functional Master Plan: The current approved plan for one of the various elements of the "General Plan," such
as transportation, schools, libraries, hospitals, health centers, parks and other open spaces, police stations, fire
stations, utilities, or historic preservation.
(97)
Funeral Home (Funeral Parlor):
(A)
A "Building" used for human funeral services. A funeral home may contain facilities for:
(i)
Embalming and other services used in the preparation of the dead for burial;
(ii)
The display of the deceased;
(iii)
The performance of ceremonies in connection with a funeral;
(iv)
The performance of autopsies and similar surgical procedures;
(v)
The sale and storage of caskets, funeral urns, and other related funeral supplies; and
(vi)
The storage of funeral vehicles.
(B)
A "Funeral Home" does not include facilities for cremation.
(98)
Garage: See "Parking Garage."
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(99)
Gas Station (Automobile Filling Station):
(A)
A "Building" or "Lot" having pumps and storage tanks, where the primary "Use" is the retail sale of motor
vehicle fuels. No storage or parking space shall be offered for rent. Vehicle-related services may be offered
incidental to the primary "Use," such as:
(i)
Sales and servicing of spark plugs, batteries, and distributors and distributor parts; tune-ups;
(ii)
Tire servicing and repair, but not recapping or regrooving;
(iii)
Replacement of mufflers and tail pipes, water hoses, fan belts, brake fluid, light bulbs, fuses, floor mats,
windshield wipers and wiper blades, grease retainers, wheel bearings, mirrors, and the like;
(iv)
Washing and polishing, and sale of automotive washing and polishing materials;
(v)
Greasing, lubrication, and radiator flushing;
(vi)
Minor servicing and repair of carburetors, fuel, oil and water pumps and lines, and minor engine adjustments not
involving removal of the head or crank case or racing the engine;
(vii)
Emergency wiring repairs;
(viii)
Adjusting and repairing brakes;
(ix)
Provision of road maps and other information to travelers;
(x)
Electric vehicle charging stations.
(B)
Services allowed at a "Gas Station" shall not include major chassis or body work; repair of transmissions or
differentials; machine shop work; straightening of body parts; or painting, welding, or other work involving
noise, glare, fumes, smoke, or other characteristics to an extent greater than normally found in "Gas Stations."
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(CB-48-2021)
(100)
General Plan: The current approved plan for the physical development of the Maryland-Washington Regional
District or for that portion of the "District" in Prince George's County.
(101)
Golf Course: An area of land laid out for playing golf. Accessory recreational facilities, such as driving ranges,
putting greens, a country club, concessions for serving food and refreshments to members and guests,
"Swimming Pools," tennis and other racquet courts, horse shoe pits, picnic areas, and accessory facilities directly
related to golf, may be included.
(101.1)
Golf Course Conference/Hotel Complex: A contiguous land assemblage, no less than two hundred (200) acres,
planned to be developed with a Golf Course together with an array of lodging, conference facilities, commercial,
recreational, entertainment, social, cultural and/or similar uses which are interrelated to the Golf Course and
accessory facilities.
(CB-45-2002)
(102)
Grade, Average Building: Average elevation of finished, adjacent ground level at the center of all walls of the
"Building." (See Figure 69)
(103)
Green Area: An area of land associated with, and located on the same parcel of land as, a "Building" for which it
serves to provide light and air, or scenic, recreational, or similar purposes. "Green Area" shall generally be
available for use by the occupants of the "Building," but may include a limited amount of space to enhance the
amenity of the development by providing landscaping features, screening for the benefit of people in
neighboring areas, or a general appearance of openness. "Green area" may include lawns, decorative plantings,
sculptures, wooded areas, landscaped areas covering structures that are not more than twelve (12) feet above
ground level, sidewalks and walkways, furniture, active and passive recreational areas, and water surfaces that
comprise not more than ten percent (10%) of the total "Green Area." It shall not include "Parking Lots" or other
vehicular surfaces, or "Accessory Buildings," except as otherwise provided.
(104)
Gross Commercial or Industrial Intensity: The average "Floor Area Ratio" of all commercial or industrial land
within a tract that comprises a single Comprehensive Design Zone development. It includes land devoted to both
public and private facilities, but does not include "Street" rights-of-way which exist at the time of application
and abut the perimeter of the tract. The average "Floor Area Ratio" is the total "Gross Floor Area" of the
commercial/industrial development divided by the "Gross Tract Area."
(105)
Gross Floor Area: The total number of square feet of floor area in a "Building," excluding those portions of a
"Basement" used exclusively for storage or other areas used exclusively for the mechanical elements of a
"Building," and uncovered steps and porches, but including the total floor area of "Accessory Buildings" on the
same "Lot." All horizontal measurements shall be made between the exterior faces of walls, columns,
foundations, or other means of support or enclosure. It includes walkways or plazas within "Wholly Enclosed"
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shopping malls but does not include covered walkways or plazas in other shopping centers, or other areas
covered solely by "Canopies." (Abbreviated as "GFA.")
(CB-6-2011)
(106)
Gross Leasable Area: The total floor area designed for owner or tenant occupancy and exclusive use (including
"Basements" and "Attics"). It is expressed in square feet, measured from the center lines of joint partitions and
exteriors of outside walls. (Abbreviated as "GLA".)
(107)
Gross Residential Density: The average density per acre for all residential land within a tract that comprises a
single Comprehensive Design Zone development. It includes land devoted to both public and private facilities,
but does not include "Street" rights-of-way which exist at the time of application and abut the perimeter of the
tract.
(108)
Gross Tract Area (or Acreage): The total area of a tract of land, including all land area which is to be conveyed
for "Public Facilities."
(109)
Group Residential Facility:
(A)
A "Dwelling Unit", "Foster Home", or facility of at least 20,000 square feet and located on at least 2.5 acres used
for health services as an immediate precedent use, operated by a responsible individual or organization, which
has a program designed to provide a supportive living arrangement for five (5) or more individuals (unrelated to
the operator by blood, adoption, or marriage) who are members of a service population that, because of age or
emotional, mental, physical, familial, or social conditions, needs supervision.
(B)
This term includes, facilities for developmentally disabled persons, drug dependent persons, alcoholic persons,
juveniles, or persons whose welfare and adjustment within the community are dependent on support from the
community.
(C)
The term does not include:
(i)
A "Hospital" or "Nursing or Care Home";
(ii)
A "Congregate Living Facility"; or
(iii)
An "Adult Day Care Center."
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(D)
A "Group Residential Facility" for the "mentally handicapped" for up to eight (8) residents shall be considered a
"One-family Detached Dwelling."
(E)
When a "Group Residential Facility" is limited to serving a "mentally handicapped" population, this term shall
include any individual with a primary disability as a result of mental retardation, mental illness, or mental
disorder which impairs the person's cognitive ability to live independently (excluding addictive disorders
resulting from substance abuse).
(CB-90-1985; CB-82-1986; CB-29-2012; CB-33-2021)
(110)
Guest House: A detached "Accessory Building" used to house the transient guests of the occupants of the main
"Dwelling." The "Guest House" shall not be separately rented, leased, or sold.
(111)
Guest Room: A room or suite of rooms in which living and sleeping accommodations are provided for one (1) or
more paying visitors. "Guest Rooms" shall have no provisions for cooking, except in the case of "Guest Rooms"
in a "Hotel" or "Motel," where "Guest Rooms" may contain a "kitchenette." Rooms in school "Dormitories" and
"Fraternity or Sorority Houses" are not "Guest Rooms."
(111.1)
Habitat Protection Area: An area that is designated for protection according to Subtitle 5B of the Prince George's
County Code.
(CB-76-2010)
(112)
Half-Story: A space under a sloping roof where the line of intersection of the roof and wall is not more than
three (3) feet above the floor level. The "Gross Floor Area" with head room of five (5) feet or less shall equal at
least forty percent (40%) of the "Gross Floor Area" of the "Story" directly beneath. (See Figure 15)
(112.1)
Hamlet: A design component of the V-L and V-M Zones that is separated from the primary Village, with the
same basic design characteristics as the primary village.
(CB-10-1992)
(112.2)
Health Impact Assessment Review: In this preliminary stage of implementing the health impact assessment
review, it is defined as a tool that may include a combination of procedures, methods and tools by which a
policy, program or project may be evaluated as to its potential effects on the health of a population, the
distribution of those effects within the population, and provide a platform to make our communities healthier.
(CB-41-2011)
(113)
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Height of Building:
(A)
The vertical distance between an approved "Street" grade at a point at the middle of the front of the "Building"
to either:
(i)
The highest point of roof surface of a flat roof;
(ii)
The deck line of a mansard roof; or
(iii)
The average height between the eaves and ridge of a gable, hip, or gambrel roof. (See Figure 68)
(B)
If a "Building" is located on a terrace, the height above the "Street" grade may be increased by the height of the
terrace but not over five (5) feet. If the "Building" is set back from the "Street Line" thirty-five (35) feet or more,
the "Building Height" is measured from the average elevation of the finished ground surface along the side of
the "Building" facing the "Front of the Lot." On a "Through Lot," the side of the "Building" (facing the "Front of
the Lot") which has the lowest elevation shall be used.
(114)
Height of Structure: The vertical distance between a point on the ground at the middle of the base of the
"Structure" to the top of the "Structure." (See Figure 16)
(115)
Heliport: A facility designed to accommodate all phases of helicopter operations, with space for a terminal and
the loading, unloading, service, and storage of helicopters, including "Accessory Uses" commonly associated
with an "Airport" terminal.
(116)
Helistop: A facility designed to accommodate touchdown and liftoff of helicopters, for the purpose of picking up
and discharging passengers or cargo. The area shall contain only one (1) tie down space, and any additional
facilities which are required by law, ordinance, or regulation.
(116.1)
Highly Erodible Soils: Soils with an erodibility factor greater than 0.35 as determined by the Prince George's
Soil Conservation District.
(CB-28-2010)
(117)
Historic Sites and Districts Plan: The Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan for Prince George's County,
Maryland.
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(117.1)
Home Improvements: Modifications customarily made to dwellings for the purposes of enlargement, alteration,
or the addition of a fireplace, porch, deck, carport, patio, shed, garage, driveway, or swimming pool.
(CB-16-1989)
(118)
Home Occupation: Any occupation or enterprise for gain or profit carried on in a dwelling unit and meeting the
following criteria:
(A)
The business shall be located within the dwelling unit or a permitted accessory building associated with the
dwelling unit, and shall involve an area that does not exceed thirty-three percent (33%) of the total square
footage of the dwelling unit; and
(B)
It is incidental and secondary to the main residential use of the dwelling unit; the principal person conducting the
business use shall be a full-time resident of the dwelling unit;
(C)
It does not change the residential character or external appearance of the dwelling unit, its associated structures,
or its principal residential use, nor does it have any exterior evidence, other than a permitted sign, to indicate that
the dwelling unit is used for any but residential purposes;
(D)
There shall be no outdoor display or storage of goods, equipment, or services associated with the business, and
the business shall not involve significantly greater volumes or frequencies of deliveries or shipments, vehicular
traffic, or pedestrian traffic than normally expected in a residential area;
(E)
There shall be no more than two (2) employees who do not reside in the dwelling unit;
(F)
Off-street parking requirements in Part 11 do not apply to home occupations;
(G)
Not more than two (2) vehicles associated with the home occupation or enterprise may be based at the subject
property, nor parked on-site or off-site or on a public street within four hundred (400) yards from the property.
Upon request by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, each dwelling unit resident shall
provide for inspection the Motor Vehicle Administration registrations for all vehicles owned or leased by the
resident, titled in the business name, or listed as business personal property on the resident's or the business'
income or property tax returns;
(H)
The business shall not result in adverse noise, vibration, odor, fumes, or electrical or communications
interference (including visual or audible interference with radio or television reception) that can be detected by
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the normal senses off the premises.
(I)
The business is in conformance with all applicable licensing, permitting, and any other State or local regulatory
requirements;
(J)
The following uses are permitted as a home occupation accessory to a dwelling unit, subject to restrictions in the
definitions of those uses, and with additional restrictions as indicated:
(i)
Instruction that involves a single instructor and not more than five (5) students at any one time;
(ii)
General clerical work (such as typing, envelope or flyer preparation or mailing, bookkeeping, and the like), with
no more than two (2) nonresident employees on the premises at any time;
(iii)
Retail businesses involving only door-to-door, home party, or mail-order sales, with temporary storage of
merchandise permitted prior to delivery;
(iv)
The practice of electrolysis (the destruction of hair roots with an electric current);
(v)
The practice of taxidermy;
(vi)
Nail salons, beauty parlors and barber shops of two (2) chairs;
(vii)
Catering businesses limited to food preparation for off-premises delivery, with no more than one (1) nonresident
employee and one (1) customer on the premises at any time. The business shall be on property of at least ten
(10) contiguous acres and may be in the dwelling unit or in an accessory building subordinate to the dwelling in
size and use;
(viii)
The creation, production, and storage within the dwelling unit and accessory buildings, for sale at another
location, of tangible objects of art or craft items, works in progress, and supplies and materials; and
(ix)
The practice of acupuncture.
(x)
Pet Grooming Services.
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(K)
The following uses are not permitted as a home occupation accessory to a dwelling unit:
(i)
Fortunetelling;
(ii)
Nursing or care homes, family or adult day care centers, congregate living facilities, group residential facilities,
hospitals, and the like;
(iii)
Tourist homes;
(iv)
Nail salons, beauty parlors, or barber shops of more than two (2) chairs;
(v)
Businesses, trades, offices, or enterprises which use more than two (2) commercial vehicles, alter the residential
appearance of the dwelling, or adversely impact the residential character of the neighborhood; and
(vi)
Wholesale dealers' display, storage or repair of vehicles.
(CB-29-2014; CB-72-2014; CB-33-2017; CB-69-2021)
(118.1)
Home Occupation, Low-Impact: Any occupation or enterprise for gain or profit carried on in a dwelling unit that
meets the above criteria of a home occupation as well as the following criteria:
(A)
No nonresident employees or customers conducting business on the premises at any time; and
(B)
No delivery trucks, additional parking other than that required for the dwelling, or signage is permitted.
(CB-31-1985; CB-106-1985; CB-30-1986; CB-96-1991; CB-24-1992; CB-78-2003; CB-11-2004)
(119)
Homes Association: An incorporated, nonprofit organization operating under recorded land agreements through
which:
(A)
Each "Lot" or home owner in a planned development or other described land area is automatically a member;
and
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(B)
Each "Lot" or home owner is automatically subject to a charge for a proportionate share of the expenses for the
organization's activities, such as for maintaining "Common Area."
(120)
Homes Association Recreational Use: Any facility intended for recreational activities, which is owned and
maintained by a "Homes Association" for the sole use of association members and guests.
(121)
Hospital: An institution receiving inpatients and rendering medical care on a twenty-four (24) hours per day
basis. The term includes general hospitals, sanitariums, sanatoriums, and institutions in which service is limited
to special fields, such as cardiac, eye, ear, nose and throat, pediatric, orthopedic, skin, cancer, mental,
tuberculosis, chronic disease, and obstetrics. The facilities may also include outpatient care, ambulatory care,
offices of medical practitioners, adult day care, respite care, medical day care and day care for sick children, gift
shops, restaurants, and other accessory uses. The term shall not include an "Adult Day Care Center,"
"Congregate Living Facility," "Group Residential Facility," or "Nursing or Care Home."
(CB-90-1985; CB-57-1986)
(122)
Hotel: A "Building" which contains six (6) or more "Guest Rooms," none of which have entrances from outside
the "Building," and where (for compensation) temporary lodging is provided. A "Motel," "Fraternity or Sorority
House," "Dormitory," "Tourist Home," "Rooming House," or "Boardinghouse" shall not be considered a "Hotel."
A Hotel shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-39-2009)
(122.1)
Hydraulic fracturing: A drilling technique that expands existing fractures or creates new fractures in rock by
injecting fluids, often a mixture of water and chemicals, sand, or other substances, and often under pressure, into
or underneath the surface of the rock or purposes that include well drilling and the exploration or production of
natural gas. Hydraulic fracturing includes fracking, hydrofracking, and hydrofracturing, and further includes the
storage, treatment, transfer, production materials, support activities, and the disposal of flow back fluids that
return to the surface after a hydraulic fracture is completed, wastewater, or drill cuttings generated by hydraulic
fracturing activities in the County, for purposes of preventing detrimental economic, environmental, and health
effects of the use for the protection of the public safety, health, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the
County.
(CB-3-2016)
(122.2)
Impervious Surfaces: Impervious surfaces consist of areas which are not water permeable as a result of
pavement, buildings, or compaction of soils during construction.
(CB-76-2010; CB-3-2016)
(122.3)
Impervious Surface Ratio: The ratio between that portion of a site covered with impervious surfaces and the area
of the entire site. For the purpose of regulation, this ratio is expressed as the percentage of a site which may be
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impervious.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010; CB-3-2016)
(122.4)
Informational mailing: The mailing, with the information required in Part 3, Division 1, which an applicant
sends to municipalities, civic associations, and adjoining property owners before filing an application.
(CB-12-2003; CB-76-2010; CB-3-2016)
(123)
Inks, Paste: Water-based inks which are not intended for application on gravure or flexographic presses, which
are used for letter press or lithographic type processes (either direct or offset), and which have:
(A)
Flash points of the various ink components and the ink mixture of one hundred forty degrees Fahrenheit (140° F)
(TAG closed tester ASTM D56) or greater;
(B)
A viscosity (as printed) higher than one thousand (1,000) centipoises; and
(C)
Components consisting of oily pigments, resins, drying oils, (linseed oil, mineral oil, and the like), other types of
solvent liquids, and plasticizers.
(124)
Junk Yard: Any land or "Building" used for the sale, storage, or collection of abandoned, dismantled, discarded,
demolished, or worn out scrap materials, other than materials from motor vehicles, "Trailers," and "Mobile
Homes." The term does not include "Vehicle Salvage Yards" and "Recycling Plants." Any land or "Building"
used for the collection, storage, and shipping of recyclable paper, but no other scrap material, is not a "Junk
Yard."
(125)
Kennel: An establishment where a person engages in boarding, breeding, buying, grooming, letting for hire,
training (for a fee), or selling dogs or cats, for which a license is required pursuant to Subtitle 3 of the County
Code.
(126)
Laboratory: A place where scientific services are provided, including testing, research, or analysis of a medical,
chemical, physical, mechanical, electrical, or electronic nature, or calibrating instruments. A "Laboratory" also
includes the custom fabrication of teeth or eyeglasses.
(126.1)
Landscape Manual: The document that promulgates the standards and criteria for developing landscaped,
buffered, and screened areas in Prince George's County, and which is adopted by the District Council and
revised and amended from time to time by the District Council.
2292/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-1-1989)
(127)
Laundromat: An establishment where coin-operated automatic washing machines, clothes dryers, or drycleaning machines are provided for use by the general public.
(128)
Loading Area or Space: A space to be occupied by a vehicle, to or from which equipment and materials are
transferred to or from any type of "Structure," and located on the same "Lot" as the "Structure," either:
(A)
Contiguous to any loading dock, bay, berth, or opening; or
(B)
Within one hundred (100) feet of the "Structure" it serves.
(129)
Lot: A designated area of land to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit (in accordance with this Subtitle),
and having the minimum contiguous area required for a "Lot" in the applicable zone and frontage on a public
"Street," or private road, right-of-way, or easement approved in accordance with Subtitle 24. A "Lot" shall be
made up of one (1) or more entire "Record Lots."
(130)
Lot Area: See "Net Lot Area."
(131)
Lot, Corner: A "Lot" abutting two (2) or more "Streets" at their intersection, where the interior angle of
intersection does not exceed one hundred thirty-five degrees (135°). (See Figure 17)
(132)
Lot Coverage: The percentage of a "Lot" which is covered by "Buildings" (including covered porches) and areas
for vehicular access and parking of vehicles.
(132.1)
Lot Coverage in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area: The percentage of the gross area of a lot or parcel that is
existing or proposed to be (1) occupied by a structure, accessory structure, parking area, driveway, walkway,
impermeable deck or stairway, or roadway; or (2) covered with, gravel, stone, shell, impermeable decking,
pavers, permeable pavement, or any manmade material. Lot coverage in the Critical Area does not include (1) a
fence or wall that is less than one-foot in width that has not been constructed with a footer; (2) a walkway in the
Primary or Secondary Buffer, including a stairway that provides direct access to a community or private pier; (3)
a wood mulch pathway, or (4) a deck with gaps to allow water to pass freely. The percentage of the gross area of
a lot or parcel as defined in Section 5B-106(a).
(CB-76-2010)
(133)
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Lot, Depth of: Average horizontal distance between the "Front Street Line" and "Rear Lot Line" or between
parallel "Front Street Lines" of a "Through Lot." (See Figure 18)
(134)
Lot, Front of:
(A)
"Interior Lot." The "Lot Line" which abuts a "Street."
(B)
"Through Lot." The "Lot Lines" which abut "Streets."
(C)
"Corner Lot." The "Shortest Lot Line" that abuts a "Street." If the "Lot Lines" abutting "Streets" are of equal
length, the "Lot" fronts on the "Street" having the longest frontages within the same "Block." (See Figure 19)
(135)
Lot Frontage (Width), Minimum, at Front "Building Line": The minimum permitted width of a "Lot," measured
along the front "Building Line." (See Figure 20)
(136)
Lot Frontage (Width), Minimum, at "Front Street Line": The minimum permitted width of a "Lot," measured
along the "Front Street Line." (See Figure 20)
(137)
Lot, Interior: Any "Lot" other than a "Corner Lot." (See Figure 17)
(138)
Lot Lines: Lines bounding a "Lot." (See Figure 21)
(139)
Lot Line, Front: The line running along the "Front of the Lot" and separating it from the "Street." In this
Subtitle, the "Front Lot Line" is also called the "Front Street Line." In a "Through Lot," all lines abutting the
"Streets" are "Front Street Lines." (See Figure 21)
(140)
Lot Line, Rear: The "Lot Line" generally opposite or parallel to the "Front Street Line," except in a "Through
Lot" which has no "Rear Lot Line." If a "Rear Lot Line" is less than ten (10) feet long or the "Lot" comes to a
point at the rear, the "Rear Lot Line" is a line at least ten (10) feet long (lying wholly within the "Lot"), parallel
to the "Front Street Line" or, if the "Front Street Line" is curved, parallel to the chord of the arc of the "Front
Street Line." (See Figure 21)
(141)
Lot Line, Side: Any "Lot Line" other than a "Front Street Line" or a "Rear Lot Line." A "Side Lot Line"
separating the "Lot" from a "Street" is a "Side Street Line." In the absence of a "Front Street Line," all "Lot
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Lines" are "Side Lot Lines." (See Figure 21)
(142)
Lot, Record: An area of land designated as a separate parcel of land on a "Record Plat," or on a legally recorded
deed (to land for which no "Subdivision" plat is required pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 24) filed among
the Land Records of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(CB-115-1989)
(143)
Lot Size Averaging: A procedure whereby the "Subdivision" of land yields "Net Lot Areas" which vary within a
subdivided tract, but maintains the density normally permitted.
(144)
Lot, Through: Either an "Interior Lot" fronting on two (2) or more "Streets," or a "Corner Lot" fronting on three
(3) or more "Streets." (See Figure 17)
(145)
Major Metro Activity Center: An area of high intensity, mixed use development which includes a major transit
station and stations for other modes of travel, as described in "Area Master Plans."
(145.1)
MARC Planned Community: A minimum area of ten (10) acres included in a single preliminary plan of
subdivision, any portion of which adjoins an existing MARC rail station site and which is planned to be
developed with commercial, industrial, office, residential, retail or similar uses which are interrelated by a
common architectural and design theme. A MARC Planned Community may include a former MARC rail
station that has been upgraded to a Metro rail station.
(CB-21-2006)
(146)
Marina: A waterfront facility which, for a fee, provides for the berthing, mooring, or water storage of boats. The
use may include such facilities as major and minor boat repair; boat docks, piers, and slips; boat fueling; dry
land boat maintenance and storage; pump-out stations; fishing piers; beaches; erosion control devices; boat
ramps, lifts, and launching facilities; boat sales, including parts; restaurant; ships store; sale of ice; car and boat
trailer parking; laundromat; locker rooms; cabanas; bathhouse; public showers; outdoor playing courts; and
picnic areas.
(CB-72-1987)
(146.1)
Market Hall: A commercial establishment operating in a wholly-enclosed, existing "Building," and consisting of
two (2) or more temporary market stalls leased to separate vendors for the retail sale of goods. No individual
lease agreement to a vendor shall exceed one year. The owner of the property shall be the sole tenant listed on
the use and occupancy permit for the use. The retail goods shall be primarily the small-scale production of the
vendors. An eating or drinking establishment that requires on-site cooking or packaging is prohibited. On-site
manufacturing or crafting of goods is prohibited; however, incidental, minor on-site assembly of goods is
permitted. The use may include the reservation of an area for eating on-site. The term shall not include an
"Integrated Shopping Center," "Flea Market," or "Farmer's Market."
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(CB-7-2020)
(147)
Massage Establishment: Any establishment having a fixed place of business where massages are administered
for pay, including massage parlors, exercise clubs, spas, health clubs, sauna baths, and steam baths. This term
shall not include:
(A)
A "Hospital," "Nursing or Care Home," or "Medical Clinic";
(B)
The office of a physician, surgeon, chiropractor, osteopath, podiatrist, or physical or massage therapist duly
licensed or certified by the State of Maryland;
(C)
A barber shop or beauty salon in which massages are administered only to the scalp, face, neck, or shoulders;
(D)
A volunteer fire department or volunteer rescue squad;
(E)
A nonprofit organization operating an educational, cultural, recreational, or athletic facility;
(F)
A facility for the welfare of the residents of the area; or
(G)
An establishment providing instruction in, and facilities for, controlled exercise, weight lifting, calisthenics, and
general physical fitness, which occupies at least five thousand (5,000) square feet, of which not more than five
percent (5%) is used for massages; and whose gross income from massages is less than fifteen percent (15%) of
the total gross business income derived from physical fitness sales contracts at each business location.
(CB-44-2000)
(147.1)
Massage Therapist (Certified): An individual who is certified by the State of Maryland Board of Chiropractic
Examiners to practice massage therapy.
(CB-44-2000)
(148)
Master Plan: The current approved local "plan" for the physical development of a particular planning area or
combination of planning areas as set forth in "Part 13 of the Zoning Ordinance." (Also called an "Area Master
Plan.")
(CB-35-2011)
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(148.1)
Medical Cannabis: Any product containing usable cannabis or usable medical cannabis finished product.
(CB-5-2016)
(148.2)
Medical Cannabis Finished Product: A product containing a medical cannabis concentrate or a medical
cannabis-infused product packaged and labeled for release to a qualifying patient.
(CB-5-2016)
(148.3)
Medical Cannabis Grower: An entity licensed under Subtitle 33 of the Health - General Article, Annotated Code
of Maryland, that cultivates, manufactures, packages, processes, or distributes medical cannabis to licensed
processors, licensed dispensaries, or registered independent testing laboratories.
(CB-5-2016)
(148.4)
Medical Cannabis Processor: An entity licensed under Subtitle 33 of the Health - General Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, that transforms medical cannabis into another product or extract, and packages and labels
medical cannabis.
(CB-5-2016)
(148.5)
Medical Cannabis Dispensary: An entity licensed under Subtitle 33 of the Health - General Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, that acquires, possesses, repackages, processes, transfers, transports, sells, distributes, or
dispenses products containing usable medical cannabis, related supplies, or related products, including tinctures,
aerosols, oils, or ointments; or educational materials for use by a qualifying patient or caregiver.
(CB-5-2016)
(148.6)
Medical Day Care: The provision of medical day care services in an ambulatory care setting to medically
handicapped adults who do not require 24-hour inpatient care, but, due to their degree of impairment, are not
capable of full-time independent living. A medically handicapped adult means a chronically ill or disabled
person eligible for day care services, whose illness or disability may not require 24-hour inpatient care, but
which, in the absence of medical day care service, may precipitate admission to, or prolong a stay in, a hospital,
nursing facility, or other long-term care facility. A medical day care facility must be licensed by the State
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and is required to furnish the following: Nursing services, diet
modifications, rehabilitative services, social services, medical consultation and other special services.
(CB-57-1986; CB-5-2016)
(148.7)
Medical Facility: A facility, office, or clinic where patients are examined or treated by physicians, including
hospitals and outpatient facilities, urgent care centers, physical therapy offices, and dentists, but does not include
drug or alcohol treatment facilities, methadone treatment facilities, or massage therapy establishments.
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(CB-5-2016)
(149)
Medical Practitioner: A licensed physician, surgeon, dentist, osteopath, chiropractor, optometrist, podiatrist,
psychiatrist, psychologist, or a person in a similar profession.
(150)
Menu Board: A message board with changeable copy, solely used to inform passengers of specific food offered
in a "Drive-in Restaurant" or a "Fast-Food Restaurant" with a drive-thru window. It includes an amplification
system to allow passengers to order food while seated in their cars. A "Menu Board" is not a "Sign."
(150.1)
Merchandise Logistics Center: A facility located within a Regional Urban Community, where goods or products
are received and may be sorted, packed and stored for the purpose of distribution to parcel carriers or delivery
directly to a customer, and which may include ancillary, and related functions such as indoor or outdoor loading
and unloading, light maintenance and refueling of fleet vehicles, employee break room(s), ancillary retail sales
and customer service areas, pick and pack areas, printing, packaging, and assembling or making products on
demand and ancillary and related uses.
(CB-18-2019)
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
(150.2)
Methadone Treatment Center: An establishment licensed by the Federal Government and certified by the State
of Maryland from which methadone, prescribed for the treatment of heroin addiction, is dispensed. This term
shall not include "Drug Store," "Medical Clinic," the "Office" of a "Medical Practitioner," or "Public Building
and Use."
(CB-103-1993; CB-18-2019)
(150.3)
Metro Planned Community: A contiguous land assemblage, no less than one hundred fifty (150) acres, abutting
an existing mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and
including land placed in preservation by the State of Maryland, and planned to be developed with an array of
commercial, lodging, recreational, residential, entertainment, retail, social, cultural, or similar uses which are
interrelated by one or more themes.
(CB-35-1998; CB-47-2000; CB-18-2019)
(151)
Mixed Retirement Development: A residential community for retirement aged persons developed under a
uniform scheme of development, containing a mix of attached, detached, or multifamily dwelling units, nursing
or care homes, or assisted living facilities. Each community shall be developed with not less than two (2) types
of dwelling units.
(CB-78-1996; CB-45-1999)
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(151.1)
Mixed-Use Planned Community: A contiguous land assemblage of two hundred fifty (250) or more acres in the
E-I-A or M-X-T Zone at the intersection of two State highways classified as expressways or freeways, land
which meets the criteria in Part 3, Division 2, for classification in the M-X-T Zone and which is developed or to
be developed as follows: mixing residential, employment, commercial retail, commercial office, hotel or
lodging, civic buildings, parks, or recreational uses; creating a self-sustaining neighborhood with a balanced mix
of residential, commercial, public, institutional, and recreational uses; providing uses which are physically and
functionally coordinated, with a network of streets and sidewalks forming an integrated circulation system;
giving priority in use placement and site design to public spaces, civic uses, recreational uses, and institutional
buildings; and exhibiting throughout a high quality of architecture, site design and landscaping, and placement
of different uses. If on January 1, 2002, any part of the property covered by an approved E-I-A Basic Plan is
partially or fully built on or developed under the Basic Plan regime, then no part of the property may be
approved as a Mixed-Use Planned Community.
(CB-13-2002)
(152)
Mobile Home:
(A)
A one-unit portable structure which is:
(i)
Designed for conveyance upon streets;
(ii)
Constructed upon a chassis for towing to the point of use;
(iii)
Originally equipped to provide complete, permanent, year-round living facilities for one (1) family, including a
kitchen, flush toilet, bath or shower, and sleeping area; and
(iv)
Designed and constructed for connection to utilities and sanitary facilities.
(B)
The term does not include "Camping Trailer," "Modular Home," or "Trailer." A "Mobile Home" shall not be
considered a "One-Family Detached Dwelling."
(153)
Mobile Home Community: A residential development designed to accommodate "Mobile Homes," together with
various other facilities for the benefit and enjoyment of residents of the community. The term does not include a
"Recreational Campground."
(154)
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Mobile Home Lot: A "Record Lot" within a "Mobile Home Community" intended to accommodate one (1)
"Mobile Home." Each "Lot" shall be improved with at least one (1) "Mobile Home Stand," patio, off-street
parking area, and individual sidewalk.
(155)
Mobile Home Stand: A portion of a "Mobile Home Lot" which is improved to provide adequate support for the
placement of one (1) "Mobile Home," including any enclosed extensions or structural additions.
(156)
Model Studio: Any premises where a customer, for a fee, is permitted to photograph, sketch, observe, view,
paint, draw, sculpt or otherwise depict, or direct the poses of, a live human figure model in the nude or
seminude. This term shall not be construed to include a theatre, an accredited school, or any similar type of
cultural or educational use. For the purposes of this Subtitle, "Nude" or "Seminude" means exposure of genitals,
vulva, anus, pubic hair, or cleft of the buttocks; or the exposure of any device which is intended to simulate the
genitals, vulva, anus, pubic hair, or cleft of the buttocks; or the exposure of any portion of the female breast at or
below the areola.
(156.1)
Modular Classroom: A compensatory education modular classroom which is used exclusively for the purpose of
providing educational services to private school students pursuant to Title 1 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C., Section 2701 et seq. (Title 1).
(CB-106-1989)
(157)
Modular Home:
(A)
A detached "Structure" which is:
(i)
Comprised of two (2) or more portable building subassemblies;
(ii)
Originally equipped to provide complete, permanent, year-round living facilities for one (1) "Family," including
a kitchen, flush toilet, bath or shower, and sleeping area; and
(iii)
Designed and constructed for connection to utilities and sanitary facilities.
(B)
A "Modular Home" shall be considered a "One-Family Detached Dwelling."
(157.1)
Monopole: A single, self-supporting pole-type structure, tapering from base to top and supporting a fixture
designed to hold one (1) or more antennas. For the purpose of this Subtitle, a monopole shall not be deemed to
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be a transmission tower.
(CB-123-1994)
(158)
Motel:
(A)
A "Building" or group of "Buildings" which:
(i)
Is not over two (2) "Stories" high;
(ii)
Contains six (6) or more "Guest Rooms" in each "Building";
(iii)
Has separate outside entrances for each "Guest Room"; and
(iv)
Is to be used primarily for motor vehicle transients.
(B)
The term includes auto court and motor lodge but does not include "Tourist Cabin Camp," "Hotel," or "Tourist
Home." A Motel shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-39-2009)
(158.1)
Motor Freight: Goods transported by truck for compensation by common carrier companies, as distinguished
from other "Trucking Operations."
(CB-90-1992)
(158.1.1)
Moving and Storage Operation: A business established primarily for the storage of furniture, furnishings,
equipment, used household goods and personal effects, files and records, and other personal property owned by
others, and for uses incidental thereto, including computerized management of containerized storage, and
delivery and removal of such personal property by truck.
(CB-70-2004)
(158.2)
Multifamily Dwelling Management Company: Business offices and accessory uses, such as storage of office
supplies, maintenance vehicles, and maintenance equipment, used solely in connection with the rental of
dwelling units in, and the operation, service, and maintenance of, two (2) or more multifamily dwelling projects.
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(CB-81-1985; CB-90-1992)
(159)
Multifamily Project: Two (2) or more "Multifamily Dwellings" originally planned and developed under a
uniform scheme of development, and served by common and immediate off-street parking and loading facilities.
(159.1)
Multifamily Retirement Community: A residential community for retirement aged persons developed under a
uniform scheme of development, and which includes, either upon the same parcel or an adjacent parcel, medical
offices, an assisted living facility, adult day care center, and/or other facilities designed for senior citizens.
(CB-85-2003)
(160)
Municipality: An incorporated city or town.
(160.1)
Natural Resource Inventory: A plan and supporting documentation or letter as defined in Section 24-101.
(CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011)
(161)
Net Lot Area:
(A)
The total contiguous area included within the "Lot Lines" of a "Lot," excluding:
(i)
"Alleys," "Streets," and other public ways; and
(ii)
Land lying within a "One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain," except as follows. In the R-A, O-S, V-M, and V-L
Zones, any part of the "Lot" exceeding forty thousand (40,000) contiguous square feet may be within the "One
Hundred (100) Year Floodplain." In the R-E Zone, any area of the "Lot" in excess of twenty thousand (20,000)
contiguous square feet may be within the "One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain," provided that the "Lot" is
served by a public water and sewerage system and is in water and sewer service area category one (1), two (2),
or three (3) at the time the "Final Plat" of "Subdivision" is approved.
(B)
Unless otherwise specified, "Lot Area" means "Net Lot Area."
(C)
In a conservation subdivision developed in conformance with Section 24-152 the net lot area is the contiguous
lot area located outside of the 100-year floodplain, and regulated environmental features as defined by Section
24-101.
(CB-53-1991; CB-6-2006; CB-28-2010)
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(162)
Net Tract Area (Net Acreage), Cluster Development:
(A)
The "Net Tract Area" is the "Gross Tract Area" minus all land which:
(i)
Lies within a "One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain";
(ii)
Has an average slope greater than twenty-five percent (25%); and
(iii)
Has been conveyed to a public agency by means of a purchase agreement (as opposed to dedication or donation)
for "Public Facilities" such as parks, schools, or public institutions.
(B)
The term applies only to tracts subdivided under the "cluster development" provisions of the County Code.
(163)
Net Tract Area (Net Acreage), Conventional Development:
(A)
The "Net Tract Area" is the "Gross Tract Area" minus all land which:
(i)
Lies within a "One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain"; and
(ii)
Has been dedicated, donated, or otherwise conveyed out of the tract.
(B)
In the R-T Zone, and in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, and R-18C Zones when developed in conformance with the
requirements of the R-T Zone, local internal public and private "Streets" shall be included in the "Net Tract
Area" of the development.
(C)
The term shall not apply to tracts subdivided under the "cluster development" provisions of the County Code.
(D)
Unless otherwise specified, "Tract Area" means "Net Tract Area."
(164)
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Newspapers of Record: Three (3) County newspapers, designated as such by the County Council, in accordance
with the requirements of the Charter of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(165)
Nonconforming Building or Structure: Any "Building" or "Structure" which is not in conformance with a
requirement of the Zone in which it is located (as it applies to the "Building" or "Structure"), provided that:
(A)
The requirement was adopted after the "Building" or "Structure" was lawfully erected; or
(B)
The "Building" or "Structure" was erected after the requirement was adopted and the District Council has
validated a building, use and occupancy, or sign permit issued for it in error.
(C)
Any building used exclusively for residential purposes, containing not more than three (3) dwelling units, and
which was constructed prior to November 29, 1949, shall not be deemed a nonconforming building or structure.
(CB-104-1995)
(166)
Nonconforming Use:
(A)
The "Use" of any "Building," "Structure," or land which is not in conformance with a requirement of the Zone in
which it is located (as it specifically applies to the "Use"), provided that:
(i)
The requirement was adopted after the "Use" was lawfully established; or
(ii)
The "Use" was established after the requirement was adopted and the District Council has validated a building,
use and occupancy, or sign permit issued for it in error.
(B)
The term shall include any "Building," "Structure," or land used in connection with a "Nonconforming Use,"
regardless of whether the "Building," "Structure," or land conforms to the physical requirements of the Zone in
which it is located.
(166.1)
Nontidal Wetland: A wetland as defined in Section 24-101.
(CB-28-2010)
(167)
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Nursery and Garden Center: "Buildings," "Structures," or an area of land used for the display and sale of nursery
stock or garden supplies. A temporary "Wayside Stand" is not a "Nursery and Garden Center."
(CB-35-1989)
(168)
Nursing or Care Home: A nursing home is a licensed institution which provides comprehensive medical and
nursing services for chronically ill, disabled, or convalescent patients who require supervised care on a twentyfour (24) hour basis. Services are rendered by or under the supervision of a registered nurse. The term includes
facilities providing subacute level nursing care and restorative care. A care home is a licensed facility which
provides care to four or more individuals who, because of advanced age or physical or mental disability, require
intermittent assistance in performing the activities of daily living, which may include the supervision and/or
administration of medication, in a protective environment. A care home does not admit or retain residents in
need of more than intermittent nursing care. The terms shall not include an "Adult Day Care Center,"
"Congregate Living Facility," "Group Residential Facility," or "Hospital."
(CB-90-1985; CB-59-1996)
(169)
Office: A place where the primary "Use" is conducting the affairs of a business, profession, service, nonprofit
organization, or government, including administration, record keeping, clerical work, and similar business
functions. An "Office" shall not involve manufacturing, fabrication, production, processing, assembling,
cleaning, testing, repair, or storage of materials, goods, or products; or the sale or delivery of any materials,
goods, or products which are physically located on the premises. Office supplies used in the "Office" may be
stored as an "Accessory Use."
(CB-88-1993)
(170)
Office Building Complex: Two (2) or more office "Buildings" originally planned and developed under a uniform
scheme of development, and served by common and immediate off-street parking facilities.
(171)
Open Space: Areas of land not covered by "Structures," "Driveways," or "Parking Lots." "Open Space" may
include such things as decorative fencing, fountains, sculptures, statues, lawn furniture, gazebos, screening, lawn
or natural terrain, picnic areas (including covered pavilions), lakes, streams, and ponds.
(171.1)
Opportunity Housing: "Dwellings" constructed by a not-for-profit housing organization pursuant to Subtitle 13,
Division 8, of this Code, provided that the number of dwellings shall not exceed eight (8) dwelling units per acre
in a side by side configuration or twelve (12) dwelling units per acre in a piggyback configuration, unless the
zone in which such dwelling units are constructed provides for greater density.
(CB-66-1991)
(172)
Owner: The "Person" in whom legal or equitable title rests. "Owner" means any part owner, joint owner, owner
of a community or partnership interest, life tenant, tenant in common, tenant by the entirety, or joint tenant.
Where the signature of an "Owner" is required, the term "Owner" includes anyone having clear written authority
to act on behalf of the actual "Owner."
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(173)
Parking Garage: A "Building" (other than a motor vehicle sales room) used for parking private motor vehicles. A
"Parking Garage" shall not be used for the storage of dismantled or wrecked vehicles, motor vehicle parts, or
junk. A "Parking Garage" shall not be considered an "Accessory Building" unless it is used for parking vehicles
in accordance with Part 11.
(174)
Parking Garage, Private: A "Parking Garage" used for housing private "Passenger Vehicles" and such
"Commercial Vehicles" as are allowed to be parked in the zone in which such garage is located. Not over fifty
percent (50%) of the garage shall be used for vehicles not owned by the occupants of the premises. The garage
shall be either an "Accessory Building" or part of a "Main Building."
(CB-129-1989)
(175)
Parking Garage, Public: A "Parking Garage" used for the housing of six (6) or more motor vehicles, where any
service or repair facilities are incidental. The garage shall not be considered an "Accessory Building."
(176)
Parking Lot: An area of land (other than a "Vehicle Sales Lot") used for parking private "Passenger Vehicles." A
"Parking Lot" shall not be used for the storage of dismantled or wrecked vehicles, motor vehicle parts, or junk.
("Parking Lots" used in accordance with Part 11 prior to March 1, 1985, were called "Automobile Parking
Compounds.")
(177)
Passenger Debarkation Area: An area used for the loading and unloading of "Passenger Vehicles," which:
(A)
Is connected to a public "Street" by a "Driveway" having separate ingress and egress lanes;
(B)
Is of sufficient size to accommodate turnaround movements of "Passenger Vehicles" (except where traffic is
limited to one-way); and
(C)
Is not part of a "Parking Lot."
(177.1)
Pawnshop: A business at which a person lends money on the deposit or pledge of tangible personal property or
purchases tangible personal property on the condition of reselling the same to the seller at a stipulated price.
(CB-28-1997)
(177.2)
Performance Arts Center: A performance arts mixed-use community, one or more adjoining structures housing
two or more of the following uses: theaters or performance space for dramatic, dance, or musical productions;
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museums or galleries for display or exhibition of any form of artwork; schools, training centers, or practice
space for artists; and accessory office, storage, or workplace areas for any such uses. Accessory offices for the
community may be located adjacent to the property with the main use, and any such accessory offices shall be
considered, for permitting purposes, as a part of the performance arts center. A performance arts center must be
located within two miles of artists' residential studios in existence or approved for construction, but this
requirement does not apply to accessory offices. Performance arts center structures may also house other
nonresidential uses, but the other uses may not occupy more than 25% of the gross floor area of the performance
arts center. Individual units may be owned by artists or arts organizations or commercial retailers or service
providers, but all structures and common areas must be owned or controlled by a nonprofit corporation or
association which restricts use and occupancy of performance and exhibition space to artists and which is
responsible for maintenance of the structures and their continued use as a performance arts center.
(CB-12-2001)
(177.3)
Performance Arts Rehearsal Studio: A space, reserved by appointment only, for practicing, rehearsing, and/or
recording by performance arts uses, including musical productions and artists' preparation for display or
exhibition of any form of artwork. May include accessory office, storage, or workplace areas for any such uses,
but shall not include any admission to the general public, and does not house more than 40 occupants at any one
time. The use must conform with applicable noise pollution requirements set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(CB-79-2017)
(178)
Person: Any individual or natural person, legal entity, joint stock company, partnership, voluntary association,
society, club, firm, company, corporation, business or other trust, civic association, municipality, government
organization or entity, or any other organization, whether or not legally incorporated.
(CB-12-2003)
(179)
Person of Record (Party of Record):
(A)
In any zoning case, a person or party of record includes:
(i)
The owner, applicant, and correspondent;
(ii)
Any municipality, civic association, or other person which requests, by writing or testimony, to become a person
or party of record on or before the date the Zoning Hearing Examiner takes the case under advisement; and
(iii)
The Development Review District Commission if the property is located in a Development Review District.
(B)
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In any Sectional Map Amendment (SMA) or other matter (under this Subtitle) not heard by the Zoning Hearing
Examiner, a person or party of record includes the owner, applicant, and correspondent of a pending application;
a municipality, civic association, or other person which, in writing or in testimony before the District Council,
Planning Board, or other body, requests to be made a person or party of record, and the Development Review
District Commission, if the property is located in a Development Review District, prior to the closing of the
hearing record on the matter.
(CB-133-1986; CB-12-2003)
(180)
Pet Shop: An establishment which sells two (2) or more species of live animals as pets. The term does not
include commercial establishments which sell these pets as an "Accessory Use."
(181)
Physically Handicapped Person: An individual who has a physical impairment which:
(A)
Is expected to be of long-continued and indefinite duration;
(B)
Substantially impedes the ability to move about and live independently; and
(C)
Is of such a nature that this ability could be improved by more suitable housing conditions, barrier-free design of
"Buildings," and reserved, specially-designed parking facilities.
(181.1)
Pier, Private: A privately owned platform extending from a shore over water and supported by piles or pillars,
used to secure, protect, and provide access to boats.
(CB-57-1989)
(181.2)
Planned Environmental Preservation Community: A high-quality residential community meeting the purposes
and standards in Part 8, Division 5, of this Subtitle, where dwelling units are built in clustered, attached, or
multifamily development, to enhance and preserve significant environmental features on and adjacent to the
community property. The property must include at least fifty (50) acres of contiguous parcels in a
Comprehensive Design Zone with a Basic Plan and Comprehensive Design Plan approved before January 1,
2001, and must lie adjacent to planned and zoned employment and office uses and one or more significant
environmental features, such as designated scenic rivers or streams.
(CB-35-2003)
(181.3)
Planning Board: The Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.
(CB-35-2003)
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(182)
Playground: An area used for indoor or outdoor play or recreation, especially by children, which may contain
recreational equipment such as seesaws, slides, and swings, regardless of whether it is in public or private
ownership. A "Playground" may be a primary or an accessory use. Play areas located on a lot developed with a
single-family dwelling and to which the public is not generally invited shall not be deemed a "Playground."
(CB-22-1999; CB-35-2003)
(183)
Porch, Open: A porch without a roof or other covering. (See Figure 22.)
(CB-35-2003)
(184)
Preliminary Plat (or Plan) of Subdivision: The preliminary detailed drawing (to scale) of a tract of land,
depicting its proposed division into "Lots," "Blocks," "Streets," "Alleys," or other designated areas within a
proposed "Subdivision."
(CB-35-2003)
(184.1)
Prisons, Detention Centers, and Corrections Facilities: Buildings or structures used for the incarceration of
persons convicted of crimes or awaiting trial, or otherwise held under legal authority.
(CB-4-2004)
(184.2)
Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions: An area used for the sale at auction on a recurring basis
of motor vehicles, including but not limited to, cars, trucks, vans, trailers, motorcycles, motor homes, and buses.
Private vehicle auctions are venues for the sale of vehicles between state-licensed dealers, wholesalers, and/or
state-licensed dealers and the general public who are required to register as a bidder for the privilege of
purchasing a vehicle. Auction sales may only be conducted by a state-licensed dealer or an auctioneer holding a
valid state Trader's License. Private vehicle auctions include businesses conducting on-site auctions and
businesses auctioning vehicles through Internet sites.
(CB-59-2010)
(184.2.01)
Private Limousine Service Dispatching Station: A facility operated by a limousine service, whereby limousines,
as defined in Section 20-102(a)(8) of this Code, receive and are dispatched to calls for non-emergency
transportation service, and at which the limousines return at the conclusion of agreed terms of the service,
including on-site parking for the limousine vehicles.
(CB-87-2015)
(184.3)
Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision: A conservation subdivision that prioritizes site characteristics which
conserve important site features such as open space networks and contiguous woodland habitats adjacent to
other existing open spaces tracts. The site design of such subdivisions should encourage connectivity between
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environmental characteristics of adjacent properties and should provide a continuous open space network
between the proposed development layout and the adjacent properties. Intermodal trails which provide a link to
adjacent properties as an enhancement of recreational opportunities are encouraged. A Public Benefit
Conservation Subdivision shall provide for more tree conservation on site than required and significantly more
conservation acreage in parcels more than the 40% gross tract area requirement for a conservation subdivision.
(CB-32-2008)
(185)
Public Buildings and Uses: Any land, "Building," or "Structure" used for public purposes by any agency,
department, or branch of County, State, Municipal, or Federal Government; but not including any vehicle or
trailer parking, storage, or marshalling use which does not serve a public building or use in the County.
(CB-20-2000)
(186)
Public Facilities: Facilities and services, such as water, sewerage, transportation (streets and mass transit),
schools, libraries, recreation, police protection, and fire and emergency service, that are publicly owned and
maintained; privately owned and maintained streets and recreational facilities authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24
of this Code; and voluntary fire or rescue squad stations.
(186.1)
Public Facilities Financing and Implementation Program: A comprehensive program established by the County
Council and intended to implement and facilitate General Plan, Master Plan, or Sector Plan recommendations
regarding the construction and maintenance of public facilities not subject to public facilities surcharges,
including water, sewerage, transportation (streets and mass transit), libraries, recreation, and privately owned
and maintained streets and recreational facilities authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code. Intended to
include some or all proposed and future development in a specified area, this program should include provisions
for financing strategies including, but not limited to, pro-rata contributions, sale leasebacks, funding "clubs," the
Surplus Capacity Reimbursement Procedure provided in Section 24-124 of the County Code, and other methods
to ensure equity. Costs for the proposed and future development in a specified area established within a Public
Facilities Financing and Implementation Program (PFFIP) include annual cost adjustments in a percentage
equivalent to the percentage by which the Engineering News-Record (ENR) cost indices of local construction
costs for the Washington Metropolitan area have changed. Cost adjustments for public facilities shall be based
the final cost of said improvements authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code. Techniques may include but
are not limited to tax increment financing, special taxing districts, alternative construction financing, property
tax reductions, tax credits, and/or Federal, State, or local programs. Public facilities surcharges for public safety
and schools will be collected and distributed in accordance with applicable law. Fees collected in excess of
required surcharges shall be included in any established Public Facilities Financing and Implementation Program
for that area.
(CB-77-2006; CB-78-2006; CB-81-2012)
(187)
Public Utility: A privately owned facility which provides the public with electricity, natural gas, water or sewer
service (as part of a community system), or wire-transmitted telecommunications service; or any privately
owned railroad facility; or a privately owned small wireless facility as defined in this Subtitle.
(CB-65-2000; CB-59-2019)
(187.1)
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Qualified Data Center: As defined in Section 11-239 of the Tax—General Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
as amended from time to time, being also a building or group of buildings used to house computer systems,
computer storage equipment, and associated infrastructure that businesses or other organizations use to organize,
process, store, and disseminate large amounts of data, which may be a co-located or hosting data center where
equipment, space and bandwidth are available to lease to multiple customers, or an enterprise data center owned
and operated by the company it supports.
(CB-1-2021)
(187.2)
Qualifying Patient: An individual who: (a) lives in the State of Maryland, or during that time an individual is
present in the State, is physically present in the State for the purpose of receiving medical care from a medical
facility in the State; (b) has been provided with a written certification by a certifying physician in accordance
with a bona fide physician-patient relationship; and (c) if the person is younger than eighteen (18) years old, has
a caregiver.
(CB-5-2016)
(188)
Rear Wall: Except as otherwise specified, any wall of a "Building" facing the "Rear Yard."
(189)
Record Lot: See "Lot, Record."
(190)
Record Plat: An official plat of "Subdivision," as recorded in the Land Records of Prince George's County,
Maryland.
(191)
Recreational Campground: An area of land designed to accommodate two (2) or more "Camping Trailers" or
tents (but excluding "Mobile Homes"), together with supporting facilities and "Open Spaces." This term shall
not include camping resorts and camping communities in which lots are sold; migrant labor camps; "Mobile
Home Communities" or "Trailer Camps"; or "Camping Trailer" storage or sales lots on which unoccupied units
are parked for inspection and sale or lease.
(192)
Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature: An establishment which provides
entertainment, recreation, or amusement for profit, (which may include a Video Lottery Facility only in
accordance with Section 27-548.01.04 of this Subtitle). This term shall not include an "Amusement Arcade,"
"Reducing/Exercise Salon or Health Club," or a "Massage Establishment" but shall include any form of a
"Rental Hall" or "Dance Hall" or "Banquet Hall" not sanctioned by another special exception or private club.
(CB-46-2010, CB-56-2011; CB-6-2014)
(193)
Recreational Program, Before- and After-School: Supervised recreation (not operated by a public agency) for
children (three (3) to sixteen (16) years of age) during regularly scheduled periods not exceeding two (2) hours
daily before school classes begin and four (4) hours daily after the normal school closing time, which is operated
in a community-oriented facility, such as a "Church," service club, school, or civic association "Building."
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(CB-75-1985; CB-23-1988; CB-13-2014)
(194)
Recycling Plant: Any establishment in which a finished product is broken down (excluding biological or
chemical decomposition) with the intent of either making a new product or reusing the disassembled parts.
Vehicle demolition, salvage, storage operations, electronic recycling facilities and concrete recycling facilities
are not included.
(CB-78-2004; CB-91-2012)
(195)
Reducing/Exercise Salon or Health Club: An establishment providing programs for controlled exercise, weight
lifting, calisthenics, and general physical fitness or weight reduction. This "Use" shall not be considered a
"Massage Establishment" where it occupies at least five thousand (5,000) square feet of "Gross Floor Area," of
which not more than five percent (5%) is used for massages, and where the gross income from massages is less
than fifteen percent (15%) of the total gross business income derived from physical fitness sales contracts at
each business location.
(196)
Reduction of Fish and Animal Products: Any process involving heat (including rendering, cooking, drying,
dehydrating, acidulating, digesting, evaporating, or protein concentrating of animal matter), the end product of
which is not intended for internal human consumption.
(197)
Regional District Act: Article 28 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(197.1)
Regional Urban Community: A contiguous land area of 500 or more acres in the M-X-T or R-M Zone within a
General Plan designated center in the Developing Tier, and which is to be developed as follows: a mixed use,
urban town center including retail, office, employment and residential uses with a defined core, edge and fringe
as defined by the Sector Plan or a major employment use or center consistent with County economic
development strategies; transit-and-pedestrian-oriented, with ample public spaces suitable for community
events, adjacent to a planned or developed public park of 100 or more acres that includes a variety of
recreational and cultural facilities for public use, such as amphitheaters, performance stages and plazas.
(CB-29-2008; CB-18-2019)
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
(197.2)
Regulated Environmental Features: Features as defined in Section 24-101.
(CB-28-2010)
(197.3)
Regulated Stream: A stream as defined in Section 24-101.
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(CB-28-2010)
(198)
Remand De Novo: A remand of a "Zoning Case" back to the Planning Board for the purpose of processing the
application over again as if it were a new one.
(198.1)
Residential Revitalization: The renovation or redevelopment of any form of existing multifamily or attached
one-family dwelling units, or unimproved property on which multifamily dwelling units existed on January 1,
2011, but were subsequently razed as a result of condemnation proceedings initiated by the County, in a
designated Revitalization Tax Credit District, where the renovation or redevelopment meets the standards and
criteria in Section 27-445.10.
(CB-58-2001; CB-13-2011)
(198.2)
Respite Care: Respite care means short-term care for disabled persons, given at a location other than an
individual's residence, in order to relieve the family or care giver. Respite care for short-term care shall be
regulated under COMAR 10.07.03 Domiciliary Care.
(CB-57-1986; CB-58-2001)
(199)
Reserved.
(200)
Reserved.
(201)
Resubdivision: A "Subdivision" which is a rearrangement of "Lot Lines" shown on a previously recorded plat or
deed.
(202)
Retail: The sale of commodities or goods, usually in small quantities, directly to ultimate consumers. The term
shall not include a "Pawnshop" as defined in this Subtitle.
(CB-28-1997)
(202.1)
Retail Tobacco Business: A retail store where the primary use is the retail sale of tobacco products and tobacco
smoking accessories which may include on site consumption in accordance with Section 19-131 of the County
Code and the incidental sale of food and or beverage provided the gross floor area of the food and or beverage
area does not exceed forty-nine percent (49%) of the gross floor area.
(CB-15-2017)
(203)
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Riding Stable: An establishment where horses are boarded and cared for. Instruction in riding, jumping, and
showing may be offered, and horses may be rented to the general public for riding.
(203.1)
Rock Crusher: A piece of machinery or equipment, either stationary or transportable, used to break up materials
such as concrete and asphalt into stone.
(CB-15-1990)
(204)
Rooming House: A "Dwelling" in which (for compensation) lodging (excluding meals) is furnished by the
inhabitants to four (4) or more, but not over nine (9), guests. The "Dwelling" shall contain not over five (5)
"Guest Rooms." A Rooming House shall not be considered a "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn."
(CB-39-2009)
(204.1)
Routine Maintenance or Repairs: Activities that do not require a building permit, that are associated with regular
(e.g., daily, weekly, monthly, etc.) or general upkeep of a building, parking lot or parking facility, signage or
open space, equipment, machine, plant, or system against normal wear and tear that maintain the asset's
functionality and preserve value.
(CB-2-2015)
(205)
Sanitary Landfill: A planned, systematic method of refuse disposal where waste material is placed in the earth in
layers, compacted, and covered with earth or other approved covering material at the end of each day's
operation, or any method of in-ground disposal of sludge other than for fertilization of crops, horticultural
products, or floricultural products in connection with an active agricultural operation or home gardening. A
"Sanitary Landfill" includes a "Rubble Fill" for construction and demolition materials.
(CB-57-1989)
(206)
School, Private: A private school or training institution which offers a program of college, professional,
preparatory, high school, middle school, junior high school, elementary, kindergarten, or nursery school
instruction; or any program of trade, technical, professional, or artistic instruction. A private school is not a
"Home Occupation." The term does not include:
(A)
Any institution which is under the jurisdiction of the Prince George's County Board of Education; or
(B)
Any activity offering instruction which is carried on by a single teacher, tutor, or instructor having a total
enrollment of less than six (6) students.
(CB-23-1988)
(206.1)
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Seafood Market: A retail store where the sole "Use" is the sale of edible fish, shellfish, and related items.
Accessory wholesaling may be permitted, provided it is limited to twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor
area of the store.
(CB-49-1987; CB-93-1996; CB-94-2000)
(206.2)
Sector Plan: A comprehensive plan for the physical development of a portion of one or more planning areas,
showing in detail such planning features as type, density and intensity of land uses, pedestrian traffic features,
public facilities (parking structures, public open space, rapid transit station, community service provisions, and
the like), and relationship of the various uses to transportation, services, and amenities within the area of the
sector plan and, where appropriate, to other areas. The sector plan may include maps, graphics, and text and is
designated as the sector plan for the area which it encompasses.
(CB-8-2000; CB-35-2011)
(207)
Setback: Except as provided for Special Exceptions (Section 27-328.1), the distance between a "Building"
(including enclosed projections) or "Structure" (not including ground-level paved services, unless specifically
noted) and the "Street Line" or "Lot Line." Required "Setbacks" determine an area within which a "Building" or
"Structure" may be placed. (Also see "Building Line," "Yard," and Figure 5.)
(208)
Shopping Center, Integrated: A group of (three (3) or more) retail stores planned and developed under a uniform
development scheme and served by common and immediate off-street parking and loading facilities.
(209)
Side Wall: Except as otherwise specified, any wall of a "Building" facing a "Side Yard."
(210)
Sign: Any letter, word, numeral, figure, design, projected image, picture, illustration, emblem, symbol,
trademark, banner, pennant, or other device, which is used to announce, direct attention to, identify, advertise, or
otherwise make anything known. Signs do not include the flag or emblem of any nation; county; state; city;
religious, fraternal, or civic organization; decorations or works of art which in no way identify a product or
business. (See Figure 23.)
(CB-59-1993)
(211)
Sign, Incidental: A "Sign" designating an "Accessory Use," such as a "Medical Practitioner's" office (in a
"Dwelling"), "Home Occupation," or similar use, or exclusively advertising the sale of farm products grown or
produced on the premises. (See Figure 24.)
(CB-59-1993)
(212)
Sign, On-site: "Sign" directing attention to a business, commodity, service, entertainment, event, or similar
activity conducted on the premises upon which the "Sign" is located.
2315/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-59-1993)
(213)
Sign, Outdoor Advertising (Billboard): A "Sign" (including " Bulletin", "Poster Panel", and "Digital Billboard")
which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, entertainment, event, or other activity conducted, sold,
or offered elsewhere than upon the property on which the "Sign" is located. The term also means a permanent
"Sign" advertising the sale, lease, rental, or designation of real estate located elsewhere than on the property
upon which the "Sign" is located. A "Bulletin" is an "Outdoor Advertising Sign" having an area greater than
three hundred (300) square feet. A "Poster Panel" is an "Outdoor Advertising Sign" which generally has panels
of poster paper attached to it, and an area not greater than three hundred (300) square feet. (See Figure 25.) A
Digital Billboard is an "Outdoor Advertising Sign" utilizing digital message technology, capable of changing the
static message or copy on the sign electronically. A Digital Billboard may be internally or externally illuminated.
Digital Billboards shall contain static messages only, and shall not have animation, movement, or the appearance
or optical illusion of movement, of any part of the sign structure. Each static message shall not include flashing
or the varying of light intensity.
(CB-23-1992; CB-59-1993; CB-84-2016)
(214)
Sign Projecting: A "Sign" which projects outward or downward from a "Building" or "Canopy" more than
twelve (12) inches. (See Figure 26.)
(215)
Sign, Real Estate: A "Sign" which advertises the sale, lease, rental, or development of the property upon which it
stands, or directs attention to the opening and location of a new "Subdivision," neighborhood, or Community.
(215.1)
Sign, Stadium Wayfinding: A "Sign" on the premises of an "Arena (Stadium)" which provides parking location
identification and similar information for the "Arena (Stadium)". A "Stadium Wayfinding Sign" may also direct
attention to a business, commodity, service, entertainment, event or other activity conducted, sold or offered
elsewhere than upon the "Arena (Stadium)" property, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-593 of this
Subtitle.
(CB-54-2012)
(216)
Sign, Window: A "Sign" that is attached to, or painted on, a window so that it can be read from outdoors. (See
Figure 27.)
(216.1)
Skating Facility: A facility, the use of which is primarily devoted to ice skating, and which is privately owned
and operated. The facility may also be used as a site for competitive events and as a practice and training facility.
Ancillary uses may include meeting rooms, training rooms, videotape rooms, a restaurant, a pro shop, a snack
bar, and outdoor training fields.
(CB-89-1994)
(216.2)
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Small Group Child Care Center: An establishment in which a program is operated in a dwelling unit, by a
resident of the dwelling unit, that provides care and activities for between nine (9) and twelve (12) children on a
regular schedule (more than once a week). This term shall not include "Day Care Center for Children," "Family
Day Care," "Recreational Program, Before- and After-School," or "School, Private."
(CB-131-1993; CB-89-1994)
(216.3)
Small Wireless Facility: A facility that meets the definition of Small Wireless Facility in Subtitle 5A, Division 2
and complies with the Design Manual for Small Wireless Facilities.
(CB-59-2019)
(217)
Sorority House: See "Fraternity or Sorority House."
(218)
Spa: A "Structure" (together with all associated "Buildings" and appurtenances), other than a baptismal font,
bathtub, "Swimming Pool," or wading pool, which:
(A)
Is designed to contain water for immersion and soaking of the human body for relaxation or recreation;
(B)
Is structurally stable when empty or full of water; and
(C)
Is constructed of a smooth impervious material.
(219)
Spa, Community: A "Spa" which:
(A)
Is owned and operated by the members of a club, cooperative, or association;
(B)
Is not organized for profit;
(C)
Is operated in conjunction with, on the same "Lot" as, and as an integral part of, a "Community Swimming
Pool"; and
(D)
Is restricted to use by either families of members and their guests, or, if operated in connection with a
"Multifamily Dwelling" or "Attached Dwelling" development, to residents and their guests.
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(220)
Spa, Private: A "Spa" which either:
(A)
Solely serves an individual "Dwelling Unit";
(B)
Is used within a "Hospital," "Nursing or Care Home," "Medical Clinic," or "Medical Practitioner's" office solely
for therapeutic purposes on the advice of a "Medical Practitioner"; or
(C)
Is located in an institution such as a school, or in a sports "Arena (Stadium)," solely for use by athletes on an
individual basis.
(221)
Spa, Public: Any "Spa" other than a "Community Spa" or "Private Spa."
(221.1)
Storefront Area: Land area within a "Village Proper" in the V-M and V-L Zones, so designated in the village
plan, generally for commercial use and upon which commercial structures and "Storefront Dwellings" may be
erected.
(CB-53-1991)
(222)
Stormwater Management Task Force: A task force composed of the heads of various Prince George's County
agencies, including the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Department of Public Works
and Transportation, Department of the Environment, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
and Soil Conservation District, as well as the County's Chief Administrative Officer and the Council
Administrator.
(CB-133-1986; CB-63-1987; CB-29-2014; CB-32-2014)
(223)
Story: The space (excluding a "Crawl Space") between the surface of two successive floors in a "Building" or
between the top floor and the ceiling or underside of the roof framing. A "Story" is not a first "Story" if its floor
level is more than five (5) feet above the "Average Building Grade" and there is another floor beneath it. A
"Basement" shall be counted as a "Story" if its ceiling is over five (5) feet above the "Average Building Grade"
or it is not used exclusively for storage or the mechanical elements of the "Building." The space between a
mezzanine floor and the floor above it shall be counted as a "Story" if it covers more than one-third (1/3) of the
area of the floor below it, or if the distance between the floors immediately below and above the mezzanine is at
least twenty (20) feet. (See Figure 1.)
(224)
Story, Half: See "Half-Story."
(224.1)
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Stream: See "Regulated Stream."
(CB-28-2010)
(225)
Street:
(A)
A "Street" is:
(i)
A public or dedicated right-of-way at least thirty (30) feet in width; or a private road, right-of-way, or easement
along which development is authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24, except for easements created under Section 24128(b)(9), to avoid potentially hazardous or dangerous traffic situations, for easements utilized pursuant to
Section 24-128(b)(10) for opportunity housing, or for right-of-way easements in an integrated shopping center
pursuant to Section 24-128(b)(15); or
(ii)
A proposed "Street" right-of-way or widening shown on the applicable "General Plan," "Master Plan," or
"Functional Master Plan"; or in the current Capital Improvement Program or Maryland State Consolidated
Transportation Program; or on a "Record Plat."
(B)
An "Other Public Road" designated by the Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation shall
be deemed a public street for the purpose of constructing a one-family detached dwelling, provided that:
(i)
The "Other Public Road" has a right-of-way width of at least thirty (30) feet; and
(ii)
No subdivision plat is required prior to development of the lot which abuts the "Other Public Road."
(CB-32-1989; CB-38-1990; CB-25-1992; CB-57-2003)
(226)
Street, Center Line of:
(A)
The line established as the center of a "Street" by any State, County, or other governing body having jurisdiction
over the "Street," and shown as such on an officially adopted or legally recorded map;
(B)
The line lying midway between the "Street Lines," if no "Center Line" has been established in (A), above, or
there exists a conflict among several maps; or
(C)
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The line midway between the edges of the "Street" pavement or well defined travelled way, if the "Center Line"
has not been determined under (A) or (B), above.
(226.1)
Street Furniture: Elements of the streetscape, whether freestanding or fixed, generally associated with amenities
for pedestrians, that occupy a place on the sidewalk, on a plaza, or in another type of pedestrian area. Street
furniture includes, but is not limited to, benches and other forms of seating, planters, kiosks, signage, lighting
fixtures, shelters, and waste disposal containers.
(CB-20-1990)
(227)
Street Line: A line separating the "Street" from abutting property. For the purpose of this definition a "Street" is
whichever of the following two groups of vehicular ways indicates the greatest right-of-way width:
(A)
A public or dedicated right-of-way at least thirty (30) feet in width; or a private road right-of-way or easement
along which development is authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24; or
(B)
A proposed "Street" right-of-way or widening shown on the applicable "General Plan" or "Master Plan," or
"Functional Master Plan"; or in the current Capital Improvement Program or Maryland State Five (5) Year
Highway Construction Program; or on a "Record Plat."
(228)
Structure: Anything constructed or built.
(229)
Subdivision: The division by plat or deed of a piece of property into two (2) or more "Lots," plots, sites, tracts,
parcels, or other land divisions.
(230)
Surface Mining: The extraction of natural materials or deposits from the earth (such as sand, gravel, clay, rock,
stone, earth, or topsoil).
(231)
Swimming Pool: A man-made enclosure used as a wading or swimming facility, and having a depth of at least
three (3) feet (measured at its deepest point).
(232)
Swimming Pool, Commercial: A "Swimming Pool" or wading pool (including necessary incidental facilities)
operated for profit or accessory to a commercial use.
(233)
Swimming Pool, Community:
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(A)
A "Swimming Pool" or wading pool (including necessary incidental facilities) which is:
(i)
Owned and operated by members of a club, cooperative, or association, whether incorporated or unincorporated;
(ii)
Not organized for profit; and
(iii)
Restricted to use by members and their guests.
(B)
The term shall include a "Swimming Pool" maintained as an "Accessory Use" in connection with any
"Multifamily Dwelling," "Townhouse," or other "Attached Dwelling" development exclusively for residents and
their guests.
(234)
Swimming Pool, Private: A "Swimming Pool" or wading pool which is:
(A)
Owned and maintained by an individual for the sole use of his household and guests;
(B)
Located on a "Lot" as an "Accessory Use" to the owner's residence; and
(C)
Not operated for profit or in connection with any business operated for profit.
(234.1)
Table Games: As set forth in Section 9-1A-01(w-2), State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland,
means:
(A)
roulette, baccarat, blackjack, craps, big six wheel, minibaccarat, poker, pai gow poker, and sic bo, or any
variation and composites of such games; and
(B)
gaming tournaments in which players compete against one another in one or more of the games authorized under
paragraph (A) of this subsection.
(CB-6-2014)
(234.2)
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Tattoo Parlor: An establishment wherein designs, letters, figures, body piercing or other marks are placed upon
the skin of any person, using ink or other substances that result in the permanent coloration or piercing of the
skin by means of use of needles or other instruments designed to contact or puncture the skin.
(CB-10-2012; CB-6-2014)
(235)
Technical Staff: The staff of the Prince George's County Planning Board.
(235.1)
Telecommunications: A process that permits the passage of information from a sender to one (1) or more
receivers in a usable form, such as printed copy, fixed or moving pictures, and visible or audible signals, by
means of any electromagnetic system, such as electrical transmission by wire or radio. This includes such uses
as telegraphy and telephone.
(CB-123-1994)
(236)
Theatre, Drive-In: An outdoor facility where motion pictures are shown to an audience parked in private
"Passenger Vehicles."
(236.1)
Thrift Store: A Department or Variety Store retail use, where the primary "Use" is the sale of previously owned,
non-food consumer household goods.
(CB-44-2021)
(236.2)
Tobacco Shop: A retail store where the primary "Use" is the retail sale of, for off-site consumption, tobacco
products, tobacco smoking accessories, and related tobacco items.
(CB-92-2015; CB-44-2021)
(237)
Tourist Cabin Camp: An area of land upon which are located one (1) or more cottages, cabins, or "Mobile
Homes" used to accommodate transient guests. A "Mobile Home Community" or "Recreational Campground" is
not a "Tourist Cabin Camp."
(238)
Tourist Cabin Plot: A section of ground within a "Tourist Cabin Camp" upon which is located a cottage, cabin,
or "Mobile Home."
(239)
Tourist Home: A "Building" containing not over nine (9) "Guest Rooms" where (for compensation) lodging or
meals are provided for transient guests. For purposes of this Subtitle, a "Tourist Home" is not a "Home
Occupation," "Bed-and-Breakfast Inn," "Hotel," or "Fraternity or Sorority House."
(CB-39-2009; CB-10-2018)
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Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
(240)
Townhouse: One (1) of a group of three (3) or more attached "Buildings" arranged or designed as "One-Family
Dwellings" which:
(A)
Are entirely separated from each other by walls extending from the lowest floor to the roof; and
(B)
Have separate entrances from the outside. (See Figure 28.)
The term shall not include a one-story "quadruple-attached dwelling" located in a Planned Retirement
Community or Mixed Retirement Development.
(CB-83-1997)
(240.1)
Townhouse, Transit Village: One (1) of a group of four (4) or more attached "Buildings" arranged or designed as
"One-Family Dwellings" which:
(A)
Are arranged side by side;
(B)
Are entirely separated from each other by walls extending from the lowest floor to the roof; and
(C)
Have separate entrances to each "Building" from the outside.
The term shall not include "Dwelling, Quadruple-Attached" as defined elsewhere in this Subtitle.
(CB-37-2006)
(241)
Trailer: Any vehicle designed to be towed by another vehicle and used for carrying objects or animals, or for
human occupancy for business purposes).
(242)
Trailer Camp: An area of land used to accommodate "Mobile Homes" used for residential purposes. A "Trailer
Camp" does not include "Trailer," "Mobile Home," or other "Vehicle Sales Lots," on which unoccupied
"Trailers," "Camping Trailers," or "Mobile Homes" are parked for inspection and sale or lease, or "Recreational
Campgrounds." The term shall include all "Buildings," "Structures," or vehicles used as accessory equipment of
the camp.
(242.1)
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Transfer Station: A place or facility where solid wastes are taken from a transportation unit or collection vehicle
and placed in another transportation unit or collection vehicle for transport to a solid waste acceptance facility.
The movement or consolidation of solid waste at the point of generation is not a Transfer Station. A "Materials
Recovery or Processing Facility," as defined in Section 21-143 of the Prince George's County Code, and a
"Waste Material Separation and Processing Facility" and "Recycling Plant," as defined in this Section, are not
Transfer Stations.
(CB-71-1994)
(242.2)
Transit Oriented Development Project, Expedited: A development proposal, designated for expedited review in
accordance with Section 27-290.01 of this Subtitle, where:
(A)
the subject property is located entirely within a Transit District Overlay Zone ("TDOZ"),
(B)
for a constructed Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority ("WMATA") Metrorail station for which
there is no approved TDOZ, the subject property has greater than fifty percent (50%) of its net lot area located
within a one-half mile radius of the constructed WMATA Metrorail station as measured from the center of the
transit station platform,
(C)
the subject property is located entirely within the Bowie State Maryland Area Regional Commuter ("MARC")
Station Community Center designation area as defined in the Approved Bowie State MARC Station Sector Plan
and Sectional Map Amendment,
(D)
the subject property will be developed for a public building or public use, to be operated or occupied by any
department or branch of federal or state government for public purposes, excluding warehouses; the public
building or public use included in the project is subject to an executed lease, or letter of intent to enter into a
lease, with a term of not less than 20 years; the total density of the public building or public use is a minimum of
five hundred thousand (500,000) square feet; greater than fifty percent (50%) of its net lot area is located within
a one-half mile radius of a constructed WMATA Metrorail station as measured from the center of the transit
station platform; and the project would not otherwise be subject to Mandatory Referral in accordance with Land
Use Article § 20-301 of the Annotated Code of Maryland, or
(E)
the subject property is located entirely within a one-half mile radius of a proposed Purple Line station as
measured from the proposed center of the transit station platform.
(CB-20-2013; CB-53-2018)
(243)
Transit Stop, Major: A rapid rail transit terminal "Building," or a public transit stop served by fifteen (15) or
more transit vehicles travelling in one direction during a peak hour.
(243.1)
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Transitional Shelter for the Homeless: A freestanding residential facility owned and operated by an
eleemosynary or philanthropic organization used for short-term living facilities for groups of two (2) or more
homeless individuals related by blood, adoption or marriage, each occupying an individual residential unit. The
term shall not include "Adult Day Care Center," "Congregate Living Facility," "Foster Home," "Group
Residential Facility," "Hospital," "Nursing or Care Home," or "Eleemosynary or Philanthropic Institution."
(CB-62-1991)
(243.2)
Trash Removal Services: A business involving the dispatching and storage of trucks or dumpsters for the
purpose of trash removal.
(CB-82-1991)
(243.2.1)
Trash Maintenance Services with Private Fueling Station: A business involving the maintenance, dispatch and
storage of trucks and dumpsters for the purpose of trash removal and contains an on-site private fueling station.
The use does not include any retail sale of gasoline or compressed natural gas.
(CB-63-2020)
(243.3)
Tree canopy: The land area under the dripline of an existing tree or group of trees or the amount of credit
provided for planting trees of a certain species and certain size at time of planting in conformance with the
worksheet provided in The Woodland and Wildlife Conservation Technical Manual.
(CB-28-2010)
(243.4)
Tree canopy coverage: The combined area measured in square feet of the tree canopies of existing trees and trees
planted in conformance with Subtitle 25, Division 3 and The Woodland and Wildlife Conservation Technical
Manual. Tree canopy coverage requirements are measured using a percentage of the gross tract area.
(CB-28-2010)
(243.5)
Tree Conservation Plan: A site map that delineates woodland conservation areas and associated text that details
the requirements, penalties, and/or mitigation in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(CB-75-1989; CB-82-1991; CB-28-2010)
(243.6)
Trucking Operation: Any facility, other than the administrative offices, of a business established for the purpose
of carting, hauling, moving, or otherwise transporting goods, materials, equipment, supplies, possessions,
vehicles, or other items by truck for compensation. A "Motor Freight" company is a "Trucking Operation." No
storage building used by a "Trucking Operation" shall be considered a "Distribution Facility" or "Warehouse
Unit."
(CB-90-1992; CB-13-2000; CB-40-2004; CB-28-2010)
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(243.7)
University Research and Development Park: A technology-based university research and development park
containing university, private sector, institutional, non-profit and/or governmental uses featuring commercial
office, biotechnology, bioscience, information technology, green technology, aeronautics, agriscience or similar
fields. The proposed park should encourage a mix of educational, office, light industrial, supporting retail (not to
exceed ten percent (10%) of the developed gross floor area), and recreational uses designed in a setting to attract
technology-based employment and research activities. The ten percent (10%) limitation on supporting retail
developed gross floor area shall exclude any eating or drinking establishments. Additionally, all uses typically
deemed accessory to the university or college uses, including but not limited to, supporting residential facilities
for students, research fellows, administrators, professors, scientists, research professionals and/or scholars shall
be included in this definition. The designation of a University Research and Development Park shall not
preclude other uses otherwise allowed in the applicable zoning category.
(CB-72-2010)
(243.8)
Urban Farm: A use permitting a non-profit organization or for-profit business for the cultivation of fruits,
vegetables, flowers, and other ornamental and edible plants; the limited keeping and raising of bees; and similar
activities on residential, commercial, or industrial lands. "Urban farm" uses may include processing of
agricultural product on the site of the farm where grown or raised in the course of preparing the product for sale,
which may cause a change in the natural form or state of the product. Said use also includes composting,
agricultural education, and incidental sales (excluding R-80 and R-55). In addition, "Urban farm" uses may
occur indoors or outdoors, including but not limited to the following production methods: in-ground farming;
raised-bed farming; hydroponics; controlled environment agriculture; rooftop farming; or aquaponics. Common
accessory structures associated with "Urban farm" uses may include, but are not limited to: tool sheds; high
tunnels; fencing; composting structures; and water cisterns. Lastly, the term "Urban farm" shall not include
"Agriculture"; the keeping of roosters, fowl, or livestock; commercial feeding of garbage or offal to animals; the
slaughtering of livestock for marketing; or the disposal of sludge, except for the fertilization of crops; and,
horticultural products; or floricultural products in connection with an active agricultural operation or home
gardening.
(CB-76-2013; CB-25-2016; CB-14-2019)
(244)
Use:
(A)
A "Use" is either:
(i)
The purpose for which a "Building," "Structure," or land is designed, arranged, intended, maintained, or
occupied; or
(ii)
Any activity, occupation, business, or operation carried on in, or on, a "Building," "Structure," or parcel of land.
(245)
Use, Accessory: The "Use" of a "Building," "Structure," or land which:
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(A)
Is subordinate to, customarily incidental to, and ordinarily found in association with, a principal "Use," which it
serves. (When a specific "Use" is allowed in the Tables of Uses accessory to a principal "Use", the "Accessory
Use" need not be customarily incidental to, or ordinarily found in association with, the principal "Use");
(B)
Is subordinate in purpose, area (except in the case of a cemetery that is accessory to a church, convent, or
monastery, provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991), floor area, intensity, and extent to, and
located on the same "Lot" with, the principal "Use", except that a "Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" need
only be subordinate to the principal "Dwelling" use in purpose and number of nights used as a "Tourist Home"
"Accessory Use" over a calendar year; and
(C)
Does not change the character of the principal "Use."
(CB-11-1991; CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
(246)
Used Motor Vehicles: All motor vehicles which have been so used as to destroy their condition of newness, or
otherwise made into a secondhand vehicle, as these terms are commonly understood in business and in
accordance with the definition of the phrase contained in the General Motor Vehicle Laws of the State of
Maryland, within the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(247)
Vehicle, Commercial: Any motor vehicle, including school buses but not passenger vehicles or camping trailers,
used or designed and intended for hauling or carrying freight, merchandise, passengers, equipment, supplies, or
other property for a commercial enterprise, or any motor vehicle advertising a commercial enterprise with
lettering exceeding four (4) inches in height. This includes without limitation any vehicle defined in Subtitle 26
as a commercial bus or trailer, a heavy commercial truck, or a light commercial vehicle.
(CB-70-1994; CB-78-2003)
(247.1)
Vehicle Lubrication or Tune-up Facility: An establishment that specializes in, and performs the sole service of,
motor vehicle greasing, oil changing (including filters), fluids replacement (excluding gasoline and diesel fuels),
or tune-ups; and which may include the retail sale of vehicle parts, products, or accessories associated with such
specialized service.
(CB-43-1987)
(248)
Vehicle, Passenger: A motor vehicle licensed by the State of Maryland as a Class A or Class D motor vehicle, a
panel van under 300-cubic-foot load space capacity, or a pickup truck with a capacity of three-quarters (3/4) of a
ton or less, which has no lettering on the vehicle exceeding four (4) inches in height and advertising a
commercial enterprise.
2327/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(249)
Vehicle Parts or Tire Store: A facility where the primary "use" is the retail sale of vehicle parts, products, tires,
or accessories.
(CB-21-1992)
(250)
Vehicle Repair and Service Station: A facility where the business of general vehicle repair and service is
conducted, not including vehicle salvaging or the storage of dismantled vehicles, wrecks, or junk.
(251)
Vehicle Sales Lot: An area of land used for the storage and display for sale of any vehicle, which may also
include the rental of vehicles.
(CB-91-1996)
(252)
Vehicle Salvage Yard: A facility for the reclamation or storage of wrecked or abandoned vehicles or parts from
vehicles, "Trailers," or "Mobile Homes," which may include the sale of the parts.
(253)
Vehicle Towing Station: A facility for the storage of wrecked vehicles awaiting adjustment of claims following
accidents. No dismantling of vehicles shall be permitted on the premises, nor may any vehicle be stored for more
than ninety (90) days.
(254)
Vehicle Wrecking: See "Vehicle Salvage Yard."
(255)
Video Game and Tape Store: A retail establishment for the sale or rental of video games, recorders, players,
tapes, discs, and accessories, or similar entertainment or amusement material.
(255.1)
Video lottery facility: As set forth in Sections 9-1A-01(aa), 9-1A-01(w-2), and 9-1A-04(a)(11), State
Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, for purposes of this Subtitle, a facility at which players play
video lottery terminals and/or table games. A "Video lottery facility" shall only be permitted in accordance with
an approved Detailed Site Plan for a Recreational or Entertainment Establishment pursuant to Section 27548.01.04.
(CB-6-2014)
(255.2)
Video lottery operation license: As set forth in Sections 9-1A-01(bb) and 9-1A-04(a)(11), State Government
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, a license awarded by the Video Lottery Facility Location Commission
and issued by the State Lottery and Gaming Control Commission to a person that allows players to operate video
lottery terminals and/or table games.
2328/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-6-2014)
(255.3)
Video lottery operator: As set forth in Section 9-1A-01(cc), State Government Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, a person licensed to operate a video lottery facility.
(CB-6-2014)
(255.4)
Video lottery terminal: As set forth in Section 9-1A-01(dd), State Government Article, Annotated Code of
Maryland, means:
(A)
A machine or other device, that, on insertion of a bill, coin, token, voucher, ticket, coupon, or similar item, or on
payment of any consideration:
(i)
is available to play or simulate the play of any game of chance in which the results, including the options
available to the player, are randomly determined by the machine or other device; and
(ii)
by the element of chance, may deliver or entitle the player who operates the machine or device to receive cash,
premiums, merchandise, tokens, or anything of value, whether the payout is made automatically from the device
or in any other manner.
(B)
"Video lottery terminal" includes a machine or device:
(i)
that does not directly dispense money, tokens, or anything of value to winning players; and
(ii)
described under paragraph (A) of this subsection that uses an electronic credit system making the deposit of
bills, coins, or tokens unnecessary.
(C)
"Video lottery terminal" does not include an authorized slot machine operated by an eligible organization under
Title 12, Subtitle 3 of the Criminal Law Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(CB-6-2014)
(255.5)
Village Buffer: Land immediately surrounding the "Village Fringe" portion of the V-M and V-L Zones which is
permanently designated as open space. The Village Buffer may include passive recreational areas, including a
trails system, and certain active recreation uses. The "Village Buffer" is not required to entirely surround the
"Village Fringe" where there are natural barriers or topographic difficulties.
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(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-6-2014)
(255.6)
Village Commons: The public open spaces within the V-M and V-L Zones which contain a well-defined green
space with landscaped areas, pedestrian ways, and passive recreation areas.
(CB-53-1991; CB-6-2014)
(255.7)
Village Fringe: The portion of land within the V-M and V-L Zones generally located between the "Village
Proper" and the "Village Buffer," designated for large-lot residential use.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-6-2014)
(255.8)
Village Proper: The portion of land within the V-M and V-L Zones containing the "Village Commons," the
"Storefront Area," the "Civic Use Area," and certain residential uses.
(CB-53-1991; CB-6-2014)
(255.9)
Vista Termination: A lot, building or monument site, generally located at an intersection of street centerlines,
which is prominently visible from one (1) or more streets.
(CB-53-1991; CB-6-2014)
(256)
Warehouse Unit: A "Building" used for the storage of goods and materials in connection with the day-to-day
operation of a wholesale or distribution business, or a business that is not located in the same "Building" or on
the same property as the "Warehouse Unit." The storage of goods and materials as an "Accessory Use" to a
business located on the same property is not a "Warehouse Unit." A "Warehouse Unit" is sometimes referred to
as a "Warehouse."
(CB-90-1992)
(256.1)
Waste Material Separation and Processing Facility: An establishment in which certain recyclable materials such
as aluminum, plastics, paper, glass, and ferrous metals are separated from solid wastes. The solid waste materials
undergo a biological and chemical decomposition (composting) process. The recyclable materials and processed
solid waste are then sold or distributed to others for reuse as a recycled product in manufacturing, agriculture,
and other operations. The definitions in Subtitle 21 of this Code shall apply to the terms used in this paragraph
and in Section 27-475.5.
(CB-77-1990)
(256.2)
Water-Dependent Uses: Uses which require a location at or near the shoreline in order to function. These uses
include, but are not limited to, "Community Piers and Noncommercial Boat Docking Facilities," "Fisheries
Activities," industrial port-related uses, "Marinas," public beaches, public water-oriented recreational and
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educational areas, and research facilities. Private piers that are not part of a subdivision providing community
piers and are installed and maintained by individual riparian landowners are not considered "water-dependent"
uses.
(CB-72-1987)
(256.3)
Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex: A contiguous land assemblage, no less than twenty-five (25) acres,
fronting on the Potomac River, and developed with an array of commercial, lodging, residential, recreational,
entertainment, social, cultural, or similar uses which are interrelated by one (1) or more themes. A gas station
located within a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex may include a car wash as an accessory use, provided
the car wash is within or is part of the building(s) for which design and architecture are approved in the Detailed
Site Plan for the gas station.
(CB-44-1997; CB-20-2005; CB-22-2011)
(257)
Wayside Stand: A temporary structure used for:
(A)
The sale of agricultural or other products produced on the premises, which may include the incidental sale of
other products not produced on the premises; or
(B)
The sale of fruits, vegetables, or cut flowers not grown on the premises.
(257.1)
Wetland, Nontidal: See "Nontidal Wetland."
(CB-28-2010)
(258)
Wholesale: The sale of commodities or goods to distributors or retail outlets for resale to ultimate consumers.
(CB-90-1992)
(259)
Wholly Enclosed: To close in on all sides by a "Building."
(260)
Yard: "Open Space" located on the same "Lot" with a "Building," "Structure" (not including ground-level paved
surfaces unless specifically noted), or "Use," between the "Building," "Structure," or "Use" (such as outdoor
storage) and the nearest "Lot Line" or "Street Line." All required "Yards" shall be unoccupied and unobstructed
from the ground upward, except for landscaping, "Accessory Buildings," "Structures," and "Uses" as permitted
elsewhere in this Subtitle. An "Alley" shall not be considered a part of a "Yard." (Also see "Building Line,"
"Setback," and Figure 5.)
(261)
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Yard, Front: "Yard" extending across the width of a "Lot," between the "Front Street Line" and the nearest part
of a "Main Building" (or its enclosed or covered projection). In a "Through Lot," all "Yards" abutting "Streets"
are "Front Yards." (See Figure 29.)
(262)
Yard, Rear: "Yard" extending across the width of a "Lot," between the "Rear Lot Line" and the nearest part of a
"Main Building" (or its enclosed or covered projection). A "Through Lot" has no "Rear Yard." (See Figure 29.)
(263)
Yard, Side: "Yard" between the "Side Lot Line" or "Side Street Line" and the nearest part of a "Main Building"
(or its enclosed or covered projection), extending from the "Front Yard" to the "Rear Yard" or, in the absence of
either of these "Yards," to the "Front Street Line" and "Rear Lot Line." In the absence of a "Front Street Line,"
all "Yards" are "Side Yards." In a "Through Lot," any "Yard" that does not abut a "Street" is a "Side Yard." (See
Figure 29.)
(264)
Year: A calendar year (unless otherwise clear from the context).
(265)
Zero Lot Line Development: Development in which a "Building" abuts a "Side Lot Line." (See Figure 30.)
(266)
Zoning Cases: Those Zoning Ordinance matters designated to be heard before the Zoning Hearing Examiner by
this Subtitle.
(267)
Zoning Map: The "Zoning Map of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince George's County,
Maryland" dated November 29, 1949, as subsequently amended from time to time.
(CB-18-1984; CB-28-1984; CB-41-1984; CB-105-1984; CB-118-1984; CB-120-1984; CB-133-1984; CB-331985; CB-47-1996)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
CR-81-2012 repealed the enactment of CB-18-2007 regarding "Rural Entertainment Park", (Chapter 10, 2007
Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland), effective October 16, 2012.
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DIVISION 2. - INTERPRETATIONS AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.
Sec. 27-108. - Applicability of interpretations and rules of construction.
The interpretations and rules of construction contained in this Division shall apply to this entire Subtitle, and to
the wording of any conditions placed on any final decision made in accordance with this Subtitle, such as
conditions placed on the approval of zoning cases.
Sec. 27-108.01. - Interpretations and rules of construction.
(a)
Words and phrases are to be interpreted as follows:
(1)
The particular and specific control the general.
(2)
In case of any difference of meaning or implications between the text and any caption, illustration, summary
table, or illustrative table, the text controls.
(3)
Words used in one tense or form include other tenses and derivative forms, unless the obvious construction of
the wording indicates the contrary.
(4)
Words used in the singular include the plural (and vice versa) and words used in the masculine gender include
the feminine and neuter, unless the obvious construction of the wording indicates the contrary.
(5)
When the Zoning Ordinance refers to development or activity occurring on one property and its impacts on
another property, it is assumed that more than the land itself may be impacted. Buildings, structures, and people
may also be impacted, as the case may be.
(6)
Unless otherwise specified, all distances shall be measured horizontally and at right angles to the line (tangent in
the case of a curved line) in relation to which the distance is specified. All land areas shall be measured
horizontally. All heights shall be measured vertically.
(7)
Words and phrases not specifically defined or interpreted in this Subtitle or the Prince George's County Code
shall be construed according to the common and generally recognized usage of the language. Technical words
and phrases, and others that have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in the law, shall be construed
according to that meaning.
(8)
Time computation: In computing periods of time, the day of the act (after which the designated period of time
begins to run) is not to be included. The last day of the period computed is to be included unless:
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(A)
It is a Saturday, Sunday, or County legal holiday, in which case the period runs until the end of the next day that
is neither a Saturday, Sunday, nor County legal holiday; or
(B)
The act is the filing of a paper in a court or County office, and the offices on the last day of the period are:
(i)
Not open;
(ii)
Closed for a part of that day, in which event the period runs until the end of the next day that is neither a
Saturday, Sunday, nor County legal holiday; or
(iii)
Not open the entire day during ordinary business hours. When the time is more than seven (7) days, intermediate
Saturdays, Sundays, and County legal holidays shall be considered as other days. If the period of time is seven
(7) days or less, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and County legal holidays shall not be counted.
(C)
Notwithstanding subsections (A) through (B), herein, where County offices provide for electronic or drop box
filings, absent a showing of good cause, the last day of the period computed is included whether the County
office is open, closed for part of the day, or not open the entire day. When the time is more than seven (7) days,
intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and County legal holidays shall be considered as other days. If the period of
time is seven (7) days or less, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and County legal holidays shall not be counted.
(9)
Unless otherwise specified, an "area" of land means "contiguous area."
(10)
The word "approve" includes "approve with conditions, modifications, or amendments."
(11)
A "building," "structure," "land," or "property" includes the words "or part thereof," unless the obvious
construction of the wording indicates the contrary.
(12)
The word "buy" also includes the words "offer to buy."
(13)
Conjunctions: Unless the context indicates the contrary, where a regulation involves two (2) or more items
connected by the conjunctions "and," "or," or "either...or," the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows:
(A)
"And" indicates that all the connected items shall apply;
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(B)
"Or" indicates that the connected items may apply singly or in any combination;
(C)
"Either...or" indicates that the connected items shall apply singly but not in combination.
(14)
The words "erected" and "constructed" also include "modified," "reconstructed," "built," "rebuilt," "altered,"
"placed," "relocated," "moved," and "maintained."
(15)
The words "including" and "such as" do not limit a term to the specified examples, but are intended to extend its
meaning to all other instances or circumstances of like kind or character.
(16)
The terms "land use" and "use of land" also include "building use" and the "use of a building."
(17)
When something is referred to as being "required," it means required as a part of the regulations and procedures
in the applicable zone.
(18)
The word "sell" also includes "dispense," "offer for sale," "display for sale," or "intend to sell."
(19)
The words "shall," "must," "may only" or "may not" are always mandatory and not discretionary. The word
"may" is permissive.
(20)
Such as: See "including" (paragraph 15, above).
(21)
Whenever "proposed" or "planned" uses are referred to, and it is intended that these uses are ones which may
occur on property but are not part of any specific development proposal, the uses are those land uses proposed in
the applicable Master Plan, General Plan, or Functional Master Plan.
(22)
Whenever one Division, Subdivision, Section, Subsection, etc., references another Division, etc., by referring to
Division "above" or Division "below," it is intended that the Division "above" or "below" is the next one
preceding (above) or following (below).
(23)
It is not intended that specific requirements be interpreted separately from all other requirements in the
Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance shall be read as a whole.
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(24)
Adjectives and adverbs: Adjectives or adverbs appearing before a series of nouns or verbs, respectively, apply to
the entire series unless specifically noted or the obvious sense of the phrase dictates otherwise.
(25)
The word "following" means next after.
(26)
The word "preceding" means next before.
(27)
Any document required to be submitted in writing pursuant to this Subtitle may be submitted electronically.
(CB-33-2020)
DIVISION 3. - ZONES AND ZONING MAPS.
Sec. 27-109. - Classes of zones.
(a)
The Regional District is divided into the following classes of zones:
(1)
Residential.
R-O-S (Reserved Open Space)
O-S Zone (Open Space)
R-A Zone (Residential-Agricultural)
R-E Zone (Residential-Estate)
R-R Zone (Rural Residential)
R-80 Zone (One-Family Detached Residential)
R-55 Zone (One-Family Detached Residential)
R-35 Zone (One-Family Semidetached, and Two-Family Detached, Residential)
R-20 Zone (One-Family Triple-Attached Residential)
R-T Zone (Townhouse)
R-30 Zone (Multifamily Low Density Residential)
R-30C Zone (Multifamily Low Density Residential Condominium)
R-18 Zone (Multifamily Medium Density Residential)
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R-18C Zone (Multifamily Medium Density Residential-Condominium)
R-10A Zone (Multifamily High Density Residential-Efficiency)
R-10 Zone (Multifamily High Density Residential)
R-H Zone (Multifamily High-Rise Residential)
(2)
Commercial.
C-A Zone (Ancillary Commercial)
C-O Zone (Commercial Office)
C-S-C Zone (Commercial Shopping Center)
C-1 Zone (Local Commercial, Existing)
C-C Zone (Community Commercial, Existing)
C-G Zone (General Commercial, Existing)
C-2 Zone (General Commercial, Existing)
C-W Zone (Commercial Waterfront)
C-M Zone (Miscellaneous Commercial)
C-H Zone (Highway Commercial, Existing)
C-R-C Zone (Commercial Regional Center)
(3)
Industrial.
I-3 Zone (Planned Industrial/Employment Park)
I-4 Zone (Limited Intensity Industrial)
U-L-I Zone (Urban Light Industrial)
I-1 Zone (Light Industrial)
I-2 Zone (Heavy Industrial)
(4)
Comprehensive Design.
R-L Zone (Residential Low Development)
R-S Zone (Residential Suburban Development)
R-M Zone (Residential Medium Development)
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R-U Zone (Residential Urban Development)
L-A-C Zone (Local Activity Center)
M-A-C Zone (Major Activity Center)
E-I-A Zone (Employment and Institutional Area)
V-M Zone (Village-Medium)
V-L Zone (Village-Low)
(5)
Planned Community.
R-M-H Zone (Planned Mobile Home Community)
R-P-C Zone (Planned Community)
(6)
Mixed Use.
M-X-C (Mixed Use Community)
M-X-T Zone (Mixed Use - Transportation Oriented)
M-U-TC Zone (Mixed Use Town Center)
M-U-I Zone (Mixed Use - Infill)
UC-1 Zone (Metropolitan Urban Center District)
UC-2 Zone (Regional Urban Center District
UC-3 Zone (Community Urban Center District)
UC-4 Zone (Urban Corridor Node)
(7)
Overlay.
T-D-O Zone (Transit District Overlay)
R-C-O Zone (Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Resource Conservation Overlay)
L-D-O Zone (Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Limited Development Overlay)
I-D-O Zone (Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Intense Development Overlay)
D-D-O Zone (Development District Overlay)
A-C-O Zone (Architectural Conservation Overlay)
M-I-O Zone (Military Installation Overlay)
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(b)
For the purposes of Sections 27-129(i), 27-157(d), 27-176(e), 27-195(e), 27-213(d), and 27-233(d), the order of
intensity of zones is listed as follows, beginning with the least intense zone and progressing to the most intense:
(1)
R-O-S, O-S, R-A, R-E, V-L, R-L, V-M, R-R, R-S, R-80, R-55, R-M-H, R-35, R-20, R-M, R-T, R-30, R-30C, R18, R-18C, R-U, R-10A, R-10, R-H, C-A, C-O, M-X-C, M-U-TC, C-R-C, C-S-C, UC-4, M-U-I, C-1, C-C, C-G,
C-2, C-W, C-M, C-H, UC-3, L-A-C, M-A-C, I-3, I-4, U-L-I, I-1, I-2, E-I-A, M-X-T, UC-2, R-P-C, UC-1.
(2)
A T-D-O, R-C-O, L-D-O, I-D-O, D-D-O, A-C-O, or M-I-O Zone superimposed over any of the above zones
shall not be construed to affect the intensity of the zone.
(c)
The Residential, Commercial, and Industrial Zones and the R-M-H Zone are known as "conventional zones."
(CB-2-1984; CB-28-1985; CB-33-1985; CB-72-1987; CB-3-1989; CB-58-1990; CB-53-1991; CB-71-1991; CB63-1992; CB-1-1994; CB-2-1994; CB-73-1994; CB-8-2000; CB-10-2001; CB-27-2001; CB-2-2010; CB-422015)
Sec. 27-110. - Zoning map.
The location and boundaries of zones established in the District are as shown on a set of maps, entitled "Zoning
Map of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince George's County, Maryland." The maps, together
with all data shown on them, are a part of this Subtitle to the same extent as if the information were fully
described in this Section.
(b)
The location and boundaries of Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes zones established in the District pursuant to
the regulations of Subtitle 27A shall be considered part of the "Zoning Map of the Maryland-Washington
Regional District in Prince George's County, Maryland."
(CB-33-1985; CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-111. - Boundaries of zones.
(a)
In determining the boundaries of any zone shown on the Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply:
(1)
Zone boundary lines follow the center lines of street, railroad, or alley rights-of-way, and lot lines (or lines
parallel or perpendicular to the lot lines), unless the boundary lines are fixed by dimensions on the Zoning Map.
(See Figure 31.)
(2)
Where zone boundaries are indicated as approximately following street, railroad, or alley lines (existing or
proposed), the center lines of these street, railroad, or alley rights-of-way shall be considered the boundaries.
(See Figure 32.)
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(3)
Where a street or alley right-of-way and a railroad right-of-way abut each other, the boundary line between the
two (2) rights-of-way shall be considered the zone boundary. In those cases where a railroad right-of-way is
abutted on both sides by a street, the center line of the railroad right-of-way shall be considered the zone
boundary. Each right-of-way shall be considered to be in the zoning category of the property immediately
abutting that right-of-way. (See Figure 33.)
(4)
Where zone boundaries approximately follow lot lines and are not more than ten (10) feet from these lines, the
lot lines shall be considered the boundaries. (See Figure 34.)
(5)
Where property is unsubdivided, or where a zone boundary divides a lot, the location of the boundary, unless it
is indicated by dimensions shown on the Map, shall be scaled to the nearest foot on the Zoning Map. (See Figure
35.)
(6)
If any portion of a public street, alley, right-of-way, or easement shall ever be privately owned or not used for a
public purpose, the center line of the street, alley, right-of-way, or easement shall be considered the zone
boundary line when the zoning categories are not the same on both sides of the street, alley, right-of-way, or
easement. The land, and any building, structure, or use, which is located within this street, alley, right-of-way, or
easement, shall be subject to all of the regulations of this Subtitle which apply within the abutting zone. (See
Figure 36.)
(7)
If any portion of a public street, alley, right-of-way, or easement, or land shown as such on the Zoning Map,
shall ever be privately owned or not used for a public purpose, the center line of the street, alley, right-of-way, or
easement shall be considered the zone boundary line when the zoning categories are not the same on both sides
of the street, alley, right-of-way, or easement. The land, and any buildings, structures, or uses which are located
within this street, alley, right-of-way, or easement, shall be subject to all of the regulations of this Subtitle which
apply within the abutting zone. (See Figure 37.)
(8)
If property has been specifically withheld from rezoning in order to provide for the future construction,
widening, realignment, or relocation of public streets or transit routes, the center line of the right-of-way shall be
considered the zone boundary. The area withheld shall be considered as having been included in the Zoning Map
Amendment. This shall not affect the application of the permit control procedures of Section 27-259. (See Figure
38.)
(9)
The boundaries of a Transit District Overlay Zone shall be as shown on the approved Transit District
Development Plan.
(10)
The boundaries of a Military Installation Overlay Zone shall be fixed by dimensions on the Zoning Map and
shall reflect the boundaries of the Safety Zones, noise contours, height surfaces, and other impact areas
identified by the most recent Air Installation Compatible Use Zone ("AICUZ") Study, as amended from time to
time, for Joint Base Andrews.
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(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-112. - Newly annexed areas.
Any areas annexed to the District on or after April 20, 1959, shall immediately be placed in the R-R Zone until a
Zoning Map for the area has been adopted by the District Council. The Planning Board shall recommend a
Zoning Map for the land to the District Council within six (6) months after the effective date of the annexation.
(Res. No. 135-1959)
Sec. 27-113. - Property conveyed by the United States of America or by the State of Maryland.
(a)
Property conveyed in fee simple by the United States of America or the State of Maryland shall immediately be
placed in the Reserved Open Space (R-O-S) Zone until the District Council approves a Zoning Map Amendment
for the property.
(b)
This Section does not apply to property conveyed by: the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission or by the State for the University of Maryland, where an application for another zone is filed before
recording of the deed of conveyance.
(c)
Property conveyed by the State or the United States shall be placed in the zoning classification which applied
before State or Federal ownership, if (and only if) the property was rezoned by Zoning Map Amendment
approved within twenty-four (24) months of the conveyance.
(CB-28-1985; CB-52-1986; CB-22-1991; CB-73-1994; CB-1-1996; CB-31-2005; CB-50-2005; CB-23-2006)
Sec. 27-113.01. - Conveyance of public land in the R-O-S Zone to another public entity.
(a)
Upon notification by a public entity of intent to acquire land classified in the R-O-S Zone which is owned by
another public entity, the land shall immediately revert to its zoning classification prior to its designation to the
R-O-S Zone.
(b)
The public entity receiving notification of an intent to acquire land classified in the R-O-S Zone shall notify the
Planning Board. The Planning Board shall note the reverted zoning category on the Zoning Map, and transmit
notification of such notation to the Clerk of the District Council. For the purposes of this Section, an amendment
of the zoning map shall not be subject to the requirements of Part 3, Division 2, of the Zoning Ordinance.
(c)
If the land is not conveyed to a public entity, the zoning classification shall immediately revert to the R-O-S
Zone, and the Planning Board shall note the reversion on the Zoning Map in accordance with Subsection (b),
above.
(CB-31-1996)
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Sec. 27-113.02. - Land conveyed by the Prince George's County Housing Authority, the Revenue Authority of
Prince George's County, or the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County.
(a)
No less than six (6) months prior to the development or redevelopment of any land that is owned by the Prince
George's County Housing Authority, the Revenue Authority of Prince George's County, or the Redevelopment
Authority of Prince George's County, the zoning of the land shall be reviewed by the District Council. The
District Council may find that either the existing zoning is appropriate and no zoning change is necessary or the
existing zoning is inappropriate. If the District Council finds that the zoning is inappropriate, the District
Council shall promptly schedule a review in accordance with Subsection (b).
(b)
The review shall be conducted at a public hearing advertised in accordance with Section 27-125.04. The
Technical Staff shall prepare an impact study that sets forth the effects of the proposed development or
redevelopment on the general neighborhood. In determining the proper zoning for the subject property the
District Council shall consider:
(1)
The relationship of the proposed development or redevelopment to the General Plan, Master Plan, Functional
Master Plan, or other plan or policy document approved by the Council; and
(2)
The impact of the proposed development or redevelopment on the area affected.
(c)
Once the District Council has made a decision in its review of the property, that decision shall be final and may
not be reviewed again under the procedures described in subsections (a) and (b).
(CB-26-2004)
Sec. 27-113.03. - Land conveyed to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
Any land conveyed to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission after July 1, 2002 and
consisting of more than seventy five (75) acres shall be placed immediately in the Reserved Open Space (R-O-S)
Zone until a Zoning Map Amendment for the land has been approved by the District Council.
(CB-43-2004)
Sec. 27-113.04. - Property conveyed by the State for the University of Maryland.
(a)
This section applies to property owned by the State for University of Maryland as conveyed by the State to a
private person. It does not apply to property rezoned within twenty-four (24) months of State conveyance to a
private person, as provided in Section 27-113, property conveyed from the University of Maryland (or the State
of Maryland as title owner for the University of Maryland) which is zoned R-55, lies adjacent to an existing
residential subdivision, and is restricted in the conveyance to thirty (30) or fewer lots; property conveyed from
the University of Maryland (or the State of Maryland as title owner for the University of Maryland) which is
located within an approved Development District Overlay Zone or Transit District Overlay Zone, is zoned M-UI or M-X-T at the time of the conveyances, and which will continue to be so zoned after the conveyance; or land
conveyed from the University of Maryland (or the State of Maryland as title owner for the University of
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Maryland) consisting of land zoned either R-10 and R-55 or R-10, R-55, and R-18 wholly or partly within one
half mile of a Purple Line Light Rail Station at the time of conveyance (or within two (2) years prior to) the
conveyance.
(b)
For property to be conveyed to a private purchaser by the State for the University of Maryland, the purchaser or
State of Maryland may file a Zoning Map Amendment application (as described in Part 3, Division 2) directly
with the District Council, at any time before the recording of the deed of conveyance. If no application is filed,
then the property shall be placed in the R-O-S Zone, as provided in Section 27-113.
(c)
Applications filed under this Section shall be processed as follows:
(1)
Applicants shall comply with all pre-application informational mailing requirements in Part 3, Division 1.
(2)
Before an application is filed with the District Council, the applicant shall submit to (and have accepted by) the
Technical Staff all application materials, together with the filing fee, for a Zoning Map Amendment.
(3)
Within seventy (70) days of the date of filing, the Technical Staff shall file with the Clerk of the Council a report
on the application, with findings and conclusions, recommending approval, approval with conditions,
disapproval, or remand for further review to the Technical Staff or, if further evidence is required, to the Zoning
Hearing Examiner.
(4)
The Technical Staff may recommend and the District Council may approve an amendment under this Section
only on the following findings:
(A)
The proposed amendment is found to be in general conformance with the applicable Master Plan map, or the
General Plan map, or with the principles and recommendations in the text of the applicable Master Plan or the
General Plan. In making this finding, staff and Council may consider the Master Plan adopted for the University
of Maryland.
(B)
Development proposed by the applicant or permitted in the proposed zoning classification is found not
incompatible, as to land uses, visual or noise or environmental effects, or traffic to be generated, with adjoining
properties or others in the neighborhood, as they are currently (at application time) zoned or used.
(5)
Within ninety (90) days of the date of filing, the District Council shall review the application in a public hearing,
where exhibits (but not sworn testimony) may be introduced into the record. For hearings under this Section
only, but not for other Zoning Map Amendment applications, the applicant shall post the subject property at least
thirty (30) days prior to the hearing before the District Council, giving notice as required in Part 3, Division 1,
for Examiner hearings.
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(6)
The District Council may approve the rezoning, with or without conditions; may approve a less intense zone,
with or without conditions; may deny the application; or may remand it to the Technical Staff or, if further
evidence is required, to the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(CB-50-2005; CB-23-2006; CB-17-2017; CB-10-2020)
DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS APPLICABLE IN ALL ZONES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - USES.
Sec. 27-114. - Uses in general.
No land, building, or structure shall be used in any manner which is not allowed by this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-115. - Prohibited uses.
(a)
The following uses are prohibited in all zones:
(1)
The display or sale of drug paraphernalia.
(A)
"Drug Paraphernalia" means all equipment, products, and materials of any kind which are used in planting,
propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing,
preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, containing, concealing, injecting, ingesting,
inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body a controlled dangerous substance in violation of
Subheading Health-Controlled Dangerous Substances, Article 27, Annotated Code of Maryland. "Drug
Paraphernalia" includes:
(i)
Kits used in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, or harvesting of any species of plant which is a
controlled dangerous substance or from which a controlled dangerous substance can be derived;
(ii)
Kits used in manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, or preparing controlled dangerous
substances;
(iii)
Isomerization devices used in increasing the potency of any species of plant which is a controlled dangerous
substance;
(iv)
Testing equipment used in identifying or analyzing the strength, effectiveness, or purity of controlled dangerous
substances;
(v)
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Scales and balances used in weighing or measuring controlled dangerous substances;
(vi)
Dilutants and adulterants, such as quinine hydrochloride, mannitol, mannite, dextrose, and lactose, used in
cutting controlled dangerous substances;
(vii)
Separation gins and sifters used in cleaning or refining marijuana:
(viii)
Blenders, bowls, containers, spoons, and mixing devices used in compounding controlled dangerous substances;
(ix)
Capsules, balloons, envelopes, and other containers used in packaging small quantities of controlled dangerous
substances;
(x)
Containers and other objects used in storing or concealing controlled dangerous substances;
(xi)
Hypodermic syringes, needles, and other objects used in parenterally injecting controlled dangerous substances
into the human body;
(xii)
Objects used for ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing marijuana, cocaine, hashish, or hashish oil into the
human body, such as:
(aa)
Metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic, or ceramic pipes, with or without screens, permanent screens,
hashish heads, or punctured metal bowls;
(bb)
Water pipes;
(cc)
Carburetion tubes and devices;
(dd)
Smoking and carburetion masks;
(ee)
Roach clips (meaning objects used to hold burning material, such as a marijuana cigarette, that has become too
small or too short to be held in the hand);
(ff)
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Miniature cocaine spoons and cocaine vials;
(gg)
Chamber pipes;
(hh)
Carburetor pipes;
(ii)
Electric pipes;
(jj)
Air-driven pipes;
(kk)
Chilams;
(ll)
Bongs; and
(mm)
Ice pipes or chillers.
(B)
In determining whether an object is drug paraphernalia, a court or other authority shall consider, in addition to
all other logically relevant factors, the following:
(i)
Statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its use;
(ii)
Prior convictions (if any) of an owner or anyone in control of the object, under any State or Federal law relating
to any controlled dangerous substance;
(iii)
The proximity of the object, in time and space, to a direct violation of Subheading Health-Controlled Dangerous
Substances, Article 27, Annotated Code of Maryland;
(iv)
The proximity of the object to controlled dangerous substances;
(v)
The existence of any residue of controlled dangerous substances on the object;
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(vi)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, to deliver it to
persons whom he knows, or should reasonably know, intend to use the object to facilitate a violation of
Subheading Health-Controlled Dangerous Substances, Article 27, Annotated Code of Maryland. The innocence
of an owner, or of anyone in control of the object, as to a direct violation of that Subheading shall not prevent a
finding that the object is used as drug paraphernalia;
(vii)
Instructions, oral or written, provided with the object concerning its use;
(viii)
Descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its use;
(ix)
National and local advertising concerning its use;
(x)
The manner in which the object is displayed for sale;
(xi)
Whether the owner, or anyone in control of the object, is a legitimate supplier of similar or related items to the
community, such as a licensed distributor or dealer of tobacco products;
(xii)
Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of sales of the object to the total sales of the business enterprise;
(xiii)
The existence and scope of legitimate uses for the object in the community; or
(xiv)
Expert testimony concerning its use.
(C)
The definitions contained in Article 27, Section 277, Annotated Code of Maryland, are a part of this Section to
the same extent as if they were fully described in the Section.
(2)
Hydraulic fracturing uses, including the storage, treatment, transfer, production materials, support activities, and
the disposal of flow back, wastewater, or drill cuttings generated by hydraulic fracturing activities in the County,
for purposes of preventing detrimental economic, environmental, and health effects of the use for the protection
of the public safety, health, and welfare of the citizens and residents of the County.
(3)
The business of buying of the following items within a guest room of a hotel, motel, tourist home, or tourist
camp, or from any vehicle parked on any lot, or permitting the business by the owner or managing agent of the
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property;
(A)
Gold, silver, or platinum, in pure or alloyed form, including coins, silverware, and silver-plated items;
(B)
Jewelry, precious and semiprecious stones, and pearls;
(C)
Philatelic material;
(D)
Binoculars, watches, and cameras;
(E)
Television sets, radio and stereo equipment, and musical instruments; and
(F)
Office machines.
(4)
Prisons, detention centers, and corrections facilities, unless owned or operated by Prince George's County.
(5)
"Fly Ash Landfill," which means any landfill, fill, or other site that includes the disposal, deposit, or storage of
fly ash. "Fly ash" in this Subtitle means any residue, refuse, or waste, including any bottom ash, fly ash, coal
ash, or any other coal combustion byproducts (CCB), derived in the burning of coal. A Fly Ash Landfill shall
not be included in any sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or any other use allowed in any zone in Prince George's
County.
(CB-4-2004; CB-3-2016; CB-83-2020)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-83-2020 (DR-2) provides that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement and any other authorized County agency is directed to ensure on an ongoing basis that any existing
Fly Ash Landfill is in full compliance with any applicable zoning approvals and any applicable federal, state,
and local laws.
Sec. 27-116. - Use of public right-of-way.
(a)
Existing.
(1)
No building, structure, or use shall be permitted in any existing public street right-of-way, unless expressly
permitted in this Subtitle.
(b)
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Proposed.
(1)
No building permit shall be issued for any structure or ground level parking lot on land located within the rightof-way, property, or acquisition lines of a proposed street, rapid transit route, or rapid transit facility, or proposed
relocation or widening of an existing street, rapid transit route, or rapid transit facility, as shown on a Master
Plan, unless permission is granted pursuant to Section 27-259 of this Subtitle.
(CB-41-1984)
SUBDIVISION 2. - HEIGHT.
Sec. 27-117. - Structures excluded from height control.
The height limits set forth in this Subtitle shall not apply to belfries, chimneys, cupolas, domes, flagpoles, flues,
monuments, radio towers, television antennas, spires, bulkheads, elevators, or similar structures.
Notwithstanding the forgoing exclusions from height control, all structures located on properties within the
Military Installation Overlay Zone are subject to the height limit standards of the overlay zone.
(CB-42-2015)
SUBDIVISION 3. - BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES.
Sec. 27-118. - Buildings and structures.
(a)
No building or structure shall be erected unless it conforms to all of the requirements of this Subtitle.
(b)
Mobile homes and trailers designed for human occupancy are main buildings (requiring building permits) unless
otherwise specified in this Subtitle.
(c)
Any building used exclusively for residential purposes, containing not more than three (3) dwelling units, and
constructed prior to November 29, 1949, shall be permitted to continue to be used for residential purposes, and
shall not be required to meet the regulations set forth in the Regulations Tables of the zone in which it is located.
Any alteration, enlargement, or extension of such a building after November 29, 1949 shall conform to the
setback, yard, and height regulations of the zone in which it is located at the time it is or was constructed.
(d)
An existing building in the C-S-C (Commercial Shopping Center) Zone with an original use and occupancy
permit for a food or beverage store issued on or before May 1, 1965, with said use located in a building that was
constructed prior to November 29, 1949, for which an off-site sales Class A beer, wine, and liquor license issued
by the Board of License Commissioners for Prince George's County pursuant to Title 26 of the Alcoholic
Beverages Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland on or before July 1, 2016, shall be permitted to perform
certain interior and exterior renovations related to storage, pursuant to the terms of its Class A license, to
improve and/or expand the facility by an area not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the existing square footage
of the current enclosed area and shall not be required to meet the regulations set forth in Subtitle 4, Subtitle 25,
or Subtitle 27 of the County Code. (See Editor's Note below)
(CB-33-1985; CB-104-1995; CB-94-2016; CB-60-2017)
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Editor's note— By way of the Council's enactment of CB-60-2017 on November 14, 2017, the language of
Section 27-118(d), italicized language above, shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect after January
1, 2019.
Sec. 27-118.01. - Location of buildings.
(a)
Every building erected shall be located on a lot.
(b)
A building may be located on a lot classified in more than one (1) zone.
(c)
Not more than one (1) one-family, two-family, or three-family dwelling shall be located on any one (1) lot (or
record lot), except for those developed as condominium or cooperative units in accordance with the
requirements of the R-T Zone, or where otherwise specified in Subtitle 27A of the Prince George's County Code.
(CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-119. - Roof structures.
Roof structures, such as belfries, chimneys, cupolas, domes, flagpoles, flues, monuments, spires, bulkheads, or
elevators, shall not cover more than twenty-five percent (25%) of a roof area. These structures shall be allowed
only if incidental to the main use of the building.
SUBDIVISION 4. - YARDS AND OPEN SPACES.
Sec. 27-120. - In general.
No required yard or other open space associated with a building or structure shall be considered as a yard or
open space for any other building or structure. No yard, green area, or other open space on one (1) lot shall be
considered as a yard, green area, or open space for a building or structure on any other lot.
Sec. 27-120.01. - Front Yards of Dwellings.
(a)
After September 1, 2002, in Revitalization Tax Credit Districts only, no parking space, parking area, or parking
structure other than a driveway no wider than its associated garage, carport, or other parking structure may be
built in the front yard of a dwelling, except a townhouse or multifamily dwelling, in the area between the front
street line and the sides of the dwelling. See Figure 29.
(b)
Structures built before September 1, 2002, not in compliance with Subsection (a) shall not be deemed
nonconforming.
(c)
Except as provided in Section 27-229(a) of this Subtitle, no parking space, parking area, or parking structure
other than a driveway no wider than its associated garage, carport, or other parking structure may be built in the
front yard of a dwelling, except a townhouse or multifamily dwelling, in the area between the front street line
and the sides of the dwelling. See Figure 29.
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(d)
Structures built before January 1, 2004, not in compliance with Subsection (c) shall not be deemed
nonconforming.
(CB-34-2002; CB-82-2003; CB-67-2021)
SUBDIVISION 5. - PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND USES.
Sec. 27-121. - In general.
Public buildings and uses (excluding those of Federal or State agencies, except where specifically required) shall
satisfy all of the applicable requirements of this Subtitle, including all administrative procedures. The approval
of the location and extent of public buildings and uses shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 11, of this
Subtitle.
(CB-151-1987; CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-122. - Exceptions.
The requirements of this Subtitle shall not apply to the Prince George's Justice Center complex in Hyattsville,
the Greater Laurel Fire Station Building in Laurel, the Public Safety Communications Center (911) and
Emergency Operations Center facility on Anchor Street in Landover, or to any land used by the County within
the municipal limits of Upper Marlboro. Site Plans for the Justice Center complex, the Greater Laurel Fire
Station Building in Laurel, the Public Safety Communications Center (911) and Emergency Operations Center
facility on Anchor Street in Landover, and for the County Administration Building or other County
governmental use within Upper Marlboro, shall be approved by resolution of the District Council.
(CB-151-1987; CB-108-1989; CB-20-2014)
SUBDIVISION 6. - LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING, AND SCREENING.
Sec. 27-123. - Standards.
The minimum standards for landscaping, buffering, and screening for all public, private, and institutional
development in all zones are set forth in the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-124. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 7. - FLOODPLAINS.
Sec. 27-124.01. - One hundred (100) year floodplain.
(a)
The one hundred (100) year floodplain is that which is delineated on a County comprehensive watershed
management study approved by the County Stormwater Management Task Force. Where specific flood
protection measures recommended in adopted County Watershed Plans are included in an adopted County
Capital Improvements Program (CIP) for planning, design, and construction, the floodplain limits shall be
amended to reflect these measures. At a minimum, floodplain limits are those which are delineated or revised by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
(b)
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In areas where there are no available studies, or where existing studies have been determined by the Department
of the Environment to be inapplicable, a new study of the area shall be required. All of these studies shall be
performed to the satisfaction of the Department of the Environment, taking into consideration:
(1)
The drainage basin system, as existing or as included in an adopted County CIP for planning, design, and
construction; and
(2)
Future land use based on existing zoning where a Sectional Map Amendment has occurred, or based on the land
uses recommended by an approved Master Plan where a Sectional Map Amendment has not yet occurred.
(c)
For the purpose of computing net tract area, cluster open space, and net lot area, the floodplain associated with
watercourses having less than fifty (50) acres of watershed upstream may be excluded from the floodplain area
computation. The exclusion shall not modify the limits of permissible filling or other floodplain alterations, as
may be determined pursuant to provisions of Subtitle 4, "Building," or Subtitle 23, "Roads and Sidewalks," of
this Code.
(d)
The provisions of this Subtitle are supplemented by the provisions of Division 2 of Subtitle 4, "Building," of this
Code, entitled "Construction or Changes in Floodplain Areas."
(CB-63-1987; CB-32-2014)
SUBDIVISION 8. - WOODLAND CONSERVATION AND TREE PRESERVATION.
Sec. 27-124.02. - Woodland Conservation and Tree Preservation.
(a)
Development proposals of all types in all zones, except the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones and
development comprised of lands zoned Residential, R-M, and M-X-T for which there is an approved single
Conceptual Site Plan applicable to all of the properties, or land zoned R-S and developed with uses permitted in
the E-I-A Zone as authorized pursuant to Section 27-515(b) of this Code, shall comply with the requirements for
woodland conservation, tree preservation, and tree canopy coverage pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 25 of
the Prince George's County Code.
(b)
In the case of development comprised of lands zoned Residential, R-M, and M-X-T, for which there is an
approved single Conceptual Site Plan applicable to all of the properties, the Woodland
Conservation/Afforestation Threshold shall be in accordance with the requirements for the M-X-T Zone and the
tree canopy coverage requirement shall be in accordance with the requirements of the M-X-T Zone.
(c)
In the case of land zoned R-S and developed with uses permitted in the E-I-A Zone as authorized pursuant to
Section 27-515(b) of this Code, the Woodland Conservation/Afforestation Threshold shall be in accordance with
the requirements for the E-I-A Zone and the tree canopy coverage requirement shall be in accordance with the
requirements of the E-I-A Zone.
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(CB-75-1989; CB-107-1992; CB-44-1997; CB-28-2010; CB-22-2020)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
SUBDIVISION 9. - NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORIES.
Sec. 27-124.02.01. - Natural Resources Inventories.
(a)
Development proposals of all types are required to submit a Natural Resource Inventory as part of the submittal
requirements of this Subtitle if the proposed disturbance is 5,000 square feet or greater. This requirement does
not apply to Zoning Map Amendments, Basic Plan applications or permit applications.
(b)
Other project types may be eligible to be exempt from submitting a Natural Resource Inventory as determined
by the Planning Director if the information to be provided in the Natural Resource Inventory, pursuant to the
Technical Manual, is not necessary for the review of subsequent development applications for the project.
(CB-34-2011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that
became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered
approval; or a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any
further development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB28-2010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
DIVISION 5. - REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY REFERENCE.
SUBDIVISION 1. - LANDSCAPE MANUAL.
Sec. 27-124.03. - Authority.
The Prince George's County Landscape Manual, dated July, 2010 (hereinafter referred to as the Landscape
Manual), is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Subtitle with the same force and effect as the
regulations set forth herein.
(CB-1-1989; CB-65-2010)
Editor's note— The Landscape Manual was amended by CB-62-1990, CB-30-1992, CB-91-1992 and CB-292008.
Sec. 27-124.04. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-124.05. - Reserved.
PART 3. - ADMINISTRATION.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL ZONING PROCEDURES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
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Sec. 27-125. - Authorized representatives.
(a)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle and pursuant to the authority in Section 8-122.01 of the
Regional District Act, representation before the District Council, the Planning Board, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner, or the Board of Zoning Appeals of any bona fide civic association or homeowners' association in any
zoning matter or proceeding may be made by any duly elected officer of the association, regardless of whether
that officer is an attorney licensed to practice law in Maryland.
(b)
Elected County officials and County administrative officials may not represent a private party in a zoning case at
any stage of the proceeding.
(CB-85-1987)
Sec. 27-125.01. - Informational mailing; civic association registration.
(a)
Informational mailings with applications.
(1)
This Section applies in the following applications and any others for which this Subtitle requires informational
mailings: Zoning Map Amendments (Division 2 of this Part), Comprehensive and Specific Design Plans,
Conceptual and Detailed Site Plans, Special Exceptions and Revision of Site Plans for Special Exceptions,
Special Permits, Variances and Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Conservation Plans filed in conjunction with other
applications requiring public hearings by the Planning Board or District Council, Nonconforming Use
Certifications, Departures from Sign or Design Standards, and Departures from the required number of Parking
and Loading Spaces. It applies to private applications to amend those zones, plans, permits, and departures; to
amend the M-U-TC, T-D-O, or D-D-O Zone; to approve or amend the M-U-I Zone; and to amend conditions
imposed by the Planning Board or District Council. It applies to all applications to amend an Aviation Policy
Area or a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone. It applies to all applications for Zoning Map
Amendments and site plans filed in accordance with the procedures specified for the Urban Centers and Corridor
Nodes Development and Zoning Code (Subtitle 27A). It does not apply to District Council initiated plans and
studies for the M-U-TC, T-D-O, or D-D-O Zone, to Special Exception revocation petitions filed by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or to applications which the Planning Director is
authorized to approve administratively.
(2)
At least thirty (30) days before the Commission accepts an application, the applicant shall send by first class
mail an informational mailing to all adjoining property owners, including owners whose properties lie directly
across a street, alley, or stream and, if the application consists of a Detailed Site Plan, Specific Design Plan, or
Special Exception application, to the Prince George's Chamber of Commerce and the Greater Prince George's
Business Roundtable. The applicant shall send notice of application filing to every person of record in a previous
zoning, site plan or other application listed in subsection (a)(1) above within ten (10) years of filing the current
application. At the same time and in the same manner, the applicant shall send an informational mailing to every
municipality located within one (1) mile of the applicant's property and to all civic associations registered with
the Commission for the area which includes the property.
(3)
2354/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The applicant shall obtain an application number from the Commission before sending the informational
mailing. It shall contain at least the following: the application number; a description of the property and its
location; the nature of the applicant's request; the justification statement, if required with the application; the
Commission department, with telephone number, to obtain more information about the application after it is
filed; a statement to recipients that the applicant will meet, to explain the application; an applicant telephone
number, for persons wishing to meet; an explanation of the procedures and the necessity for becoming a personor-record in the pending application and a statement that no government agency has reviewed the application. A
municipality, civic association, or other person entitled to an informational mailing may request a copy of the
site plan from the applicant.
(4)
With the application, the applicant shall file an affidavit of mailing. The affidavit shall give the names and
addresses of all persons sent informational mailings and the dates when they were sent.
(5)
Before an application is accepted, the Commission shall determine that the applicant has complied with this
Section. A municipality, civic association, or other person entitled to an informational mailing may waive the
requirement, and an applicant's filing of a signed waiver constitutes its compliance with the requirement, for the
person signing. At any time after the Commission accepts an application, a determination that a person entitled
did not receive a required informational mailing may not be a basis for invalidating a final action on the
application.
(6)
The informational mailings required by this Section are in addition to all postings and notices required by law.
(b)
Notice of application acceptance.
(1)
When the Commission determines an application has been filed in proper form and is ready to be formally
accepted, it shall notify the applicant in writing, preferably by e-mail. The name and contact information of the
staff member assigned to the application shall be included in the notice.
(2)
The applicant shall notify in writing and via first class mail municipalities, civic associations and other persons
entitled to receive informational mailings that the application is ready to be accepted. The name and contact
information of the staff member assigned to the application shall be included in the notice.
(3)
The Commission shall not formally accept applications for processing until after the applicant has filed an
affidavit in the record to document completion of the written notice of acceptance to municipalities, civic
associations and other persons entitled to receive informational mailings.
(c)
Civic association registration.
(1)
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Every civic association which maintains a registration with the Commission in accordance with this Section is
entitled to informational mailings, for all applications within the association's defined geographical area.
(2)
As to civic associations, an applicant complies with this Section by sending informational mailings to the
associations maintaining registrations with the Commission for the geographical area which includes the
applicant's property.
(3)
To obtain a registration, a civic association shall provide the following to the Commission: its name; the names,
street addresses and e-mail addresses of all its officers; the number of members (individuals or households); the
geographical area it represents and is interested in, by a description acceptable to the Commission; the name,
street address, e-mail address, and daytime telephone number of the individual, the association designee, who is
to receive informational mailings in the initial registration period; and the initial registration's effective dates,
which may run from date of first registration to December 31 of the following year.
(4)
Associations may represent overlapping geographical areas. However, for the purpose of obtaining informational
mailings, an association may not represent an area extending beyond two adjoining Council Districts. In
addition, the officers of an association must retain their primary residence within the association's delineated
area of interest. The Commission may decline registration of any association which purports to represent an area
of unreasonable description or otherwise does not meet the requirements of this Section.
(5)
For a watershed protection group that is registered as a Section 501(c)(3) environmental organization, the group
may designate an area consisting of the watershed whose protection is the purpose of the organization if the
officers of the organization maintain their primary residence within such watershed.
(6)
An association may correct or update registration information at any time. In addition, the Commission will send
notice to registered associations no later than January 31 of each year to solicit updated information and confirm
that the associations want to continue receiving informational mailings.
(CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003; CB-1-2004; CB-42-2004; CB-54-2008; CB-2-2010; CB-29-2014; CB-59-2014)
Sec. 27-125.02. - Fee Regulations.
(a)
In general.
(1)
A check or money order covering all applicable fees shall accompany the application, made payable to the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, unless otherwise provided.
(b)
Alternative Compliance.
(1)
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Upon filing an application for Alternative Compliance, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay a fee to the
Planning Board to help defray the costs related to processing the application.
(2)
The schedule of fees shall be determined by the Planning Board.
(3)
A reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board if it finds that payment will be an undue hardship
on the applicant.
(c)
Zoning Map Amendments.
(1)
Conventional Zones. The applicant shall remit a fee of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) plus Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00) per acre up to and including ten (10) acres, plus One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each
additional acre.
(2)
Mixed use and comprehensive design zones. The applicant shall remit a fee of Five Thousand Dollars
($5,000.00) plus Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per acre up to and including fifty (50) acres, plus One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) for each additional acre.
(3)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
(A)
If no changes are proposed to the underlying zoning, the applicant shall remit a fee of Five Thousand Dollars
($5,000.00), plus Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per acre up to an including ten (10) acres, plus One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) for each additional acre.
(B)
If changes to the underlying zone are proposed, the applicant shall remit the fee stated in Sec. 27-125.02(c)(2)
above.
(4)
The total fee will not exceed Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00).
(d)
Special Exceptions.
(1)
The following chart describes the fee ratings, H (high), M (Medium) and L (Low), for various Special
Exceptions in the Zoning Ordinance. The ratings for the Special Exceptions are indicative of the time and effort
necessary for the review of the specific application.
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TYPE

RATING

Abrasives and asbestos products manufacturing

H

Accessory building, increase in height

L

Adaptive reuse of surplus public school

Depends on
Specific Use

Adaptive use of a Historic Site

Depends on
Specific Use

Adult day care center

L

Agriculture

L

Airport, Airpark, or airfield, private

H

Amusement park

H

Animals, not customarily household pets

L

Antique shop

L

Apartment housing for elderly or physically handicapped families

L

Asphalt mixing plant

H

Boardinghouse or rooming house

L

Bus maintenance at a private school or church

H

Cement manufacturing

H

Cemetery or Crematory

L

Church or similar place of worship

M

Commercial recreational attraction

H

Commercial recreational facilities (privately owned) on land leased from a public agency

M

Community piers and noncommercial boat docking and storage

L

Concrete batching or mixing plant

H

Concrete living facility

L

Consolidated storage

H

Container fabrication

H

Conversion of one-family detached dwelling

L

Country Inn

L

Day care center for children

L

Distillery for production of fuel alcohol

H

Drive-in or fast-food restaurant

H

Drug Store

M

Dwelling units within building containing commercial uses

L

Eating or drinking establishment

M

Elderly housing (one-family attached dwellings)

L

Farm implement sales or repair; farm supply sales

M

Fertilizer manufacturing

H

Food or beverage store

M
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Foundry

H

Fraternity or sorority house

M

Funeral parlor or undertaking establishment

M

Gas Station

H

Golf course; private club; nonprofit recreational uses

L

Group residential facility

L

Heavy armament fabrication

H

Health campus

H

Height limit, dwellings in R-10A and R-10 Zones

L

Hospital; nursing or care home; eleemosynary or Philanthropic institution

L

Hotel or motel

M

Insurance sales office

L

Junk yard

H

Kennel

H

Landscaping contractor's business

H

Lawn mower or bicycle repair shop (motorized)

M

Limited professional uses in multifamily projects

L

Marinas and marina expansions

M

Massage establishment

H

Medical practitioner's office in a one-family dwelling

L

Medical/residential campus

H

Methadone Treatment Centers

H

Miscellaneous industrial, manufacturing, and related uses

H

Mobile home

L

Model studio

H

Newspaper publishing establishment; printing office

M

Nonconforming buildings, structures, and uses; alteration, enlargement, extension, or
reconstruction

Depends on
Specific Use

Nursery and garden center

M

Offices (general business and professional)

M

Office (other than accessory to another use)

M

Outdoor display of merchandise

H

Paper and paperboard products

H

Paper recycling collection center

H

Parking lot (required) serving adjacent Commercial or Industrial Zone

M

Parking lot, commercial

M

Parking of commercial vehicles

M

Pawnshop

H

Planned retirement community

L
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Private school

M

Public utility use or structure

M

Racetracks, pari-mutuel

H

Real estate sales office

L

Recreational campground

M

Recycling plant

H

Retail sales and consumer service establishments

L

Riding stable

M

Rifle, pistol, or skeet shooting range

H

Sand and gravel wet-processing

H

Sanitary landfill; rubble fill

H

Satellite dish antenna

H

Sawmill

H

Seafood market

M

Skating facility

M

Smoking and curing of food products; pickling processes

H

Soap, cleaner, polish, sanitation products, bleach or detergent manufacturing

H

Spa, community (same as pool)

H

Stationery or office supply corporate headquarters (including office, showroom, and
distribution)

H

Surface mining

H

Swimming pools; community

H

Taxicab dispatching station

M

Temporary structures, and uses; wayside stands

M

Theater, outdoor (drive-in)

H

Tourist cabin camp

M

Tower, pole, monopole, or antenna

H

Townhouses

L

Transfer station

H

Vehicle lubrication and tune-up facilities

H

Vehicle and trailer rental display

H

Vehicle parts and tire store (including installation)

H

Vehicle, boat, mobile home, trailer, and camping trailer sales room or lot

H

Vehicle salvage yard

H

Wholesaling or distribution uses

H

(2)
The following fees per impact level shall apply:
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(A)
For low impact use, the fee is Two Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) up to and including fifty (50)
acres, plus Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per acre over fifty (50) acres.
(B)
For medium impact use, the fee is Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) up to and including fifty (50) acres, plus
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per acre over fifty (50) acres.
(C)
For high impact use, the fee is Five Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($5,500.00) up to and including fifty (50)
acres, plus Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per acre over fifty (50) acres.
(D)
For a mobile home as a one-family dwelling, the fee is Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00).
(E)
For a day care center in a single-family residence, the fee is One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(F)
There is no fee for a Special Exception application filed by a church.
(e)
Revision of a Site Plan (Special Exception). The fee is one-half of the original fee.
(f)
Departures.
(1)
The fee for single-family attached or detached units, not exceeding ten (10) acres, is One Hundred Dollars
($100.00).
(2)
For all other applications, the fee is Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).
(g)
Alternative Development Technique.
(1)
Upon filing a plan for Alternative Development Technique in accordance with Section 27-475.07, the applicant
(or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs related to processing the application.
(2)
The fee schedule shall be determined by the Planning Board.
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(3)
The Planning Board may permit a reduction in the fee if the Board finds that payment will be an undue hardship
on the applicant.
(h)
Certification of Nonconforming Uses.
(1)
For a maximum of two houses on one lot, the fee is One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(2)
For each mobile home, the fee is One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(3)
For churches, there is no fee.
(4)
For all other uses, the fee is One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).
(5)
For a revision of site plan for a nonconforming use, one half of the original fee.
(i)
Tree Conservation Plans.
(1)
Upon filing a Tree Conservation Plan, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help
defray the costs related to processing the application.
(2)
The fee schedule shall be determined by the Planning Board.
(3)
The Planning Board may permit a reduction in the fee if the Board finds that payment will be an undue hardship
on the applicant.
(j)
Conservation Plan.
(1)
Upon filing a Conservation Plan, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray
the costs related to processing the application.
(2)
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The fee schedule shall be determined by the Planning Board.
(3)
The Planning Board may permit a reduction in the fee if the Board finds that payment will be an undue hardship
on the applicant.
(k)
Zoning Certification and Buildable Lot Letters.
(1)
Upon requesting a Zoning Certification Letter, a letter signed by the Planning Department staff certifying that a
use or structure on a given piece of property is allowed as a permissible use in accordance with the existing
zoning, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs related to
processing the application.
(2)
The fee schedule shall be determined by the Planning Board.
(3)
The Planning Board may permit a reduction in the fee if the Board finds that payment will be an undue hardship
on the applicant.
(l)
Variances.
(1)
For existing single-family attached and detached residences, the applicant shall remit a fee of Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00).
(2)
For single-family attached and detached residences that are proposed, newly constructed or under construction,
the applicant shall remit a fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).
(3)
For all other structures, the applicant shall remit a fee of One Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00).
(4)
For churches in conjunction with a special exception, no fee is required.
(m)
Other related fees; refunds.
(1)
Sign posting fees.
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(A)
In addition to the filing fee, a fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be paid for posting each public notice sign,
except as provided below.
(B)
Where the application involves a public utility right-of-way, the fee shall be Thirty Dollars ($30.00) each for the
first four (4) signs, plus Five Dollars ($5.00) for each sign over four (4).
(C)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall not be required to pay a sign posting fee for
any application or petition filed.
(D)
An applicant shall not be required to pay a sign-posting fee for any application for a Special Exception to
establish a church.
(2)
Revision of approved plan fees. With the filing of each application for the revision of an approved plan, a fee
equal to fifty percent (50%) of the filing fee, shall be paid, except as otherwise provided.
(3)
Fees for amendment of applications.
(A)
If an application is amended by increasing the total area of the property, the appropriate additional fees
(including filing and sign posting fees) for the additional land shall be paid (except where this land was the
subject of another application that was withdrawn for the purpose of adding the land to the subject application).
(B)
If an application is amended by requesting a different zoning classification or Special Exception use, and if the
new zone or Special Exception use has a greater filing fee than previously requested, the difference shall be paid.
(4)
Refunds and waivers.
(A)
No part of a fee shall be refunded or waived unless the Planning Board determines that one (1) of the following
applies:
(i)
The fee was paid by mistake, and the applicant has requested (in writing) a refund.
(ii)
The application is filed by (or on behalf of) any department or agency of the County, or any municipal, State, or
Federal government, except as otherwise provided.
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(iii)
Filing fee (original application).
(aa)
A request to withdraw an application is received in proper form prior to the public release of the Technical Staff
Report. In this case, fifty percent (50%) of the filing fee shall be refunded.
(bb)
A request to withdraw an application is received in proper form after the public release of the Technical Staff
Report. In this case, twenty-five percent (25%) of the filing fee shall be refunded.
(iv)
An error was made on an approved application through governmental action, and the filing of an additional
application is necessary to correct the error. In this case, all fees may be refunded.
(v)
An application is filed and property rezoned because of a clear mistake by a governmental agency in the
adoption of a Sectional Map Amendment. In this case, the Council may direct the refunding of all fees.
(vi)
Sign posting fee.
(aa)
The application is withdrawn prior to the posting of the sign. In this case, the entire sign posting fee shall be
refunded.
(bb)
The application is withdrawn after the posting of the sign(s). In this case no portion of the sign posting fee will
be refunded.
(B)
The refund provisions of subparagraph (4)(A)(iii) do not apply to:
(i)
Any application which is for property within the boundaries of a Sectional Map Amendment and the application
was pending upon transmittal of the Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council (provided the Sectional
Map Amendment is approved by the District Council); or
(ii)
Any portion of property subject to a Zoning Map Amendment application which has been withdrawn and then
added by amendment to another application on adjoining land. That portion of the property which was
withdrawn (but not added to the other application) shall be entitled to a refund under the provisions of
subparagraph (6)(A(iii), above.
(5)
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Application in a Revitalization Tax Credit District. With the filing of each application in a Revitalization Tax
Credit District, the fee equal to fifty percent (50%) of the standard fee shall be paid.
(CB-41-2002; CB-29-2014; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-125.03. - Public Hearing Signs.
(a)
Posting, in general.
(1)
The applicant shall post the required public notice sign(s) for all public hearings conducted by the Planning
Board, Board of Zoning Appeals and Zoning Hearing Examiner. Signs for posting shall be provided by the
Planning Board, or Board of Appeals where applicable, and shall include the following information:
(A)
The word "Hearing" prominently displayed;
(B)
The application number;
(C)
The date, time and place of the public hearing;
(D)
A phone number, prominently displayed, to call for additional information; and
(E)
The website address of the Planning Department to obtain additional information.
(2)
If the property has frontage on one (1) or more improved streets, there shall be one (1) sign posted for each one
thousand (1,000) feet (or fraction) of frontage on each street. The sign(s) shall be posted on the property near the
street right-of-way, and oriented to maximize their visibility to motorists. When more than one (1) sign is
required to be posted along a street, the signs shall, where practicable, be evenly spaced along the street.
(3)
Signs shall be posted in the following manner:
(A)
Singled-sided if the property occupies frontage on a cul-de-sac, at the end of a dead-end street, or on a one-way
street. The signs shall be oriented to maximize their visibility to motorists.
(B)
Double-sided if the property occupies frontage on a street that is visible to two-way traffic. These signs shall be
configured in a "V" shape, at a 45-degree angle and oriented to maximize their visibility to motorists.
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(4)
If the property does not have frontage on an improved public street, then one (1) sign shall be placed on the
property. This sign shall be near the boundary of the property and visible from an adjoining property. Another
sign shall be placed near to, and visible from, the improved portion of the nearest, most-traveled street. This sign
shall indicate it is not on the subject property.
(5)
If the placement of any sign on the subject property is not visible to motorists from adjoining streets, additional
signs may be required at the discretion of the Planning Director, Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
Chair of the Board of Appeals, depending upon the body hearing the case.
(6)
For Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner hearings, all signs shall be posted for a period of at least
thirty (30) continuous days prior to the hearing date. The signs shall be durable, conspicuous and legible for the
length of the required posting period. The Planning Board may establish more specific sign posting standards, if
necessary.
(7)
The applicant shall be responsible for reasonable maintenance of all signs. In the event a sign is removed, falls
down, or otherwise is not properly located on the property or in the right-of-way for any portion of the required
posting period, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to repost the sign. The applicant is also responsible
for removing the signs from the property within 15 days after the hearing.
(8)
For Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner hearings, the person posting the sign shall file a written
statement in the record of posting. A close-up, legible photograph of each posted sign and additional longdistance photographs depicting the signs and unique, identifiable features of the subject property shall also be
submitted and included in the record file for the case. The applicant shall inspect the sign(s) at least one (1) time
no later than the fifteenth (15th) day of posting to ensure that required signs are maintained. The person
conducting the inspection shall file in the record a written statement of the sign's condition. For Planning Board
Hearings, a combined posting and inspection affidavit shall be filed no less than 14 days prior to the hearing.
(9)
Any unauthorized person removing, destroying, defacing, obstructing, or otherwise interfering with a posted
sign (directly or indirectly) shall be subject to the penalties provided by law.
(b)
Posting, Planning Director administrative approvals.
(1)
Signs posted for applications which the Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively shall comply
with and are subject to all requirements in (a), except (a)(1).
(2)
Signs for such applications shall have the following:
(A)
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The title, "Notice: Right to Request Public Hearing";
(B)
The type of minor site plan change or limited departure from design standards proposed in the application;
(C)
The application number;
(D)
The request, or a description of its scope and nature;
(E)
A clear statement that the Director will act on the application without a public hearing unless a hearing is
requested by a certain date, which shall be at least twenty (20) days after the date of first posting;
(F)
A clear statement that any person interested has a right to review the application and request a public hearing or
submit written comments; and
(G)
Instructions how to request a hearing or submit written comments and how to obtain additional information.
(3)
Where the Planning Director is authorized to approve an application administratively, in addition to the required
posting, the Director shall also give electronic notice of the application not later than seven (7) calendar days
after the application is filed and accepted. The electronic notice shall contain the same information required for
signs posted pursuant to Section 27-125.03(b)(2) of this Subtitle, as applicable.
(CB-14-1998; CB-42-2002; CB-1-2004; CB-42-2004; CB-56-2008; CB-94-2017)
Sec. 27-125.04. - Notice.
(a)
Notice of Acceptance.
(1)
Within a reasonable time after an application is accepted by the Planning Board, the Board shall so advise the
Zoning Hearing Examiner of all cases requiring a hearing by his/her office.
(2)
Within ten (10) days after the end of each month, the Planning Board shall provide a list of all applications filed
during that month, including those applications authorized for administrative review and/or disposition pursuant
to this Subtitle, arranged according to Councilmanic District. The list shall set forth the name of the applicant,
the size and description of the property, and the existing and proposed zoning classifications of the property. The
Planning Board shall publish the report on the Planning Board website. Any person may request, in writing, a
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copy of the report sent by first class mail. A reasonable fee may be charged to cover the costs of postage and
copying.
(3)
One (1) copy of the list described in this Subsection shall be mailed by the Planning Board on a subscription
basis without charge to every municipality as well as a homeowners, neighborhood, civic, or similar association.
(b)
Notice of Hearing.
(1)
The Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner and District Council shall mail written notice of the date, time,
and place of the public hearing on any application, as provided in other parts of this Subtitle, to all persons of
record at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing. The application number, description of the property and the
applicant's request shall also be included in the notice.
(2)
Five (5) business days after a written notice is mailed to persons of record, the Planning Board shall identify the
general location of the property on a County map located on the Planning Board's website. The map shall
include a link to detailed information concerning the scheduled hearing and the application.
(CB-1-2004; CB-9-2008; CB-97-2015; CB-94-2017)
Sec. 27-125.05. - Technical Staff Reports.
(a)
Where the Planning Board is authorized to conduct a public hearing in a zoning or site plan case, the Planning
Board shall publish on its website a copy of the technical staff report no less than two (2) weeks prior to the
scheduled public hearing on the application. Any person may request, in writing, a copy of the technical staff
report sent by first class mail. A reasonable fee may be charged to cover the costs of postage and copying. If new
information is provided by the applicant or any governmental agency after the technical staff report is published,
any party of record shall be allowed a one (1) week postponement if such party so requests.
(CB-18-2005; CB-97-2015)
SUBDIVISION 2. - ZONING HEARING EXAMINER.
Sec. 27-126. - Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(a)
The District Council shall establish the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner and shall appoint one (1) or more
Hearing Examiners to conduct public hearings in zoning cases listed in this Subdivision.
(b)
Any Examiner shall:
(1)
Be an attorney admitted to practice before the highest Court of a State or the District of Columbia;
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(2)
Possess judicial temperament;
(3)
Have at least five (5) years experience in administrative litigation; and
(4)
Demonstrate a knowledge of administrative and zoning law practice and procedure by competitive written
examination.
(c)
After being appointed, Examiners shall be considered within the classified service of the County's Personnel
Law and subject to the regulations of the system.
(d)
A Chief Hearing Examiner shall be designated by the District Council to administer the Office of Zoning
Hearing Examiner.
Sec. 27-127. - Powers and duties to conduct hearings.
(a)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct hearings for the following categories of zoning cases:
(1)
Applications for Zoning Map Amendments under Division 2 of Part 3;
(2)
Applications for special exceptions under Part 4, including applications for variances in conjunction with the
Special Exceptions;
(3)
Petitions for revocation or modification of Special Exceptions, and the accompanying revocation of use and
occupancy permits under Section 27-328;
(4)
Applications for the validation of permits issued in error under Section 27-258;
(5)
Fence waivers for nonconforming junk yards under Section 27-247(e);
(6)
Requests for authorization of the issuance of permits, including those submitted in conjunction with the approval
of a Special Exception, Detailed Site Plan, Specific Design Plan, or Departure, for the construction of buildings
within planned highways and transit routes under Section 27-259;
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(7)
Requests for a reduction of the minimum area required for the construction of attached dwellings under Section
27-433(h);
(8)
Amendment of decisions, including amendment of conditions or site plans processed under Section 27-135;
(9)
Annulments of Map Amendment approvals for noncompliance with conditions;
(10)
Amendments of approved Basic Plans;
(11)
Reviews of certifications of nonconforming uses;
(12)
Amendments of approved Special Exceptions under Section 27-324;
(13)
Amendments of Special Exception site plans under Division 3 of Part 4;
(14)
Reconsideration of Special Exception final decisions under Section 27-327;
(15)
Complaints regarding medical practitioners' offices in one-family dwellings and racetracks;
(16)
Parking waivers under Section 27-585;
(17)
Appeals from decisions of the Historic Preservation Commission under Subtitle 29;
(18)
Zoning cases subject to the procedures of Subtitle 27A of the County Code;
(19)
Applications for Permit Site Plans involving deviations or variances as specified in Subtitle 27A of the County
Code; and
(20)
Any other case for which the District Council directs that a hearing be held by the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
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(b)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a complete public hearing on the case in question, subject to all the
requirements and restrictions imposed by law upon the District Council. The Examiner is empowered to swear
witnesses and to issue subpoenas for witnesses and documents.
(c)
After the conclusion of the hearing, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall prepare and serve upon all persons of
record a written decision containing specific findings of basic facts, conclusions of law, and either a
recommended disposition of the case or, pursuant to Section 27-312, a final decision. This decision shall be filed
with the District Council at this same time.
(CB-64-1989; CB-15-1993; CB-56-1993; CB-74-1994; CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-128. - Dismissal of zoning cases.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall dismiss any zoning case described in Section 27-127, above, which has not
reached public hearing by or within any of the following time periods, whichever is later:
(A)
Three (3) years after the application was filed;
(B)
May 7, 1985;
(C)
Two (2) years after final action on a Sectional Map Amendment, if processing of the zoning case was postponed
until after that final action; or
(D)
Two (2) years after an application was remanded by the District Council.
(2)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner may (for good cause) grant extensions of the time periods listed above. More
than one (1) extension may be granted. Each extension may be for not more than six (6) months.
(b)
Procedure.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to dismissal, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall send written notice of the
proposed dismissal date to the applicant, the owner, and correspondent (at their addresses of record).
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(2)
An order of dismissal by the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall be in writing, and shall be filed with the District
Council. A copy of the order shall be sent to the Planning Board and all persons of record.
(3)
The order of dismissal shall terminate all proceedings in the case, unless appealed by the applicant or owner to
the District Council within thirty (30) days after the date of dismissal. Each appeal shall be in writing and shall
state specifically why the case should not be dismissed. An appellant shall give notice of his appeal to all
persons sent notice of the order. The District Council shall consider the appeal within 90 days of its filing. The
Council shall give at least ten (10) days notice of the time and place of the meeting at which the appeal will be
considered. The notice shall be sent to the appellant and all other persons who were given notice of the order of
dismissal. The appellant shall have the opportunity to appear before the Council to show why the case should not
be dismissed. The Council shall either uphold the order of dismissal, or shall reverse the order and remand the
case to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for further processing.
(4)
The provisions of Sections 27-147, 27-163, 27-183, 27-203, and 27-300 shall not apply to any zoning case
which has been dismissed.
Sec. 27-129. - Hearing procedures.
(a)
Limitation of time.
(1)
The time for presenting cases by parties shall generally be limited to one (1) hour for each side. For good cause,
the Examiner may grant additional time.
(b)
Order of presentation.
(1)
The order of presenting zoning cases shall be as follows:
(A)
Applicant's case;
(B)
Opposition's case;
(C)
Rebuttal by applicant;
(D)
Surrebuttal by opposition;
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(E)
Public agency comments and examination;
(F)
Summation by opposition;
(G)
Summation by applicant.
(2)
In all cases (including cases remanded by the District Council), the order of presentation may be modified by the
Examiner as the nature of the case warrants.
(c)
Participation of Examiners.
(1)
The Examiner shall rule upon procedural matters, questions of law, evidence, motions, or objections, and may
limit debate. He may ask questions of any witness.
(d)
Witnesses.
(1)
All persons who appear to testify in a zoning case shall be sworn. Reasonable cross-examination of witnesses
shall be permitted.
(2)
All subpoenas shall be served in the manner provided by the Maryland Rules of Civil Procedure for service in
the Circuit Courts of this State. No person shall disobey or fail to answer the subpoena. A witness may be
excused from attendance if he can show that his placement under subpoena was frivolous or oppressive.
(e)
Transcripts.
(1)
A complete transcript containing all record testimony (including exhibits by reference) shall be prepared in each
zoning case, except for those Special Exceptions which may be finally decided by the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
A transcript shall be prepared in these cases when an appeal or a request for oral argument is filed, or where the
District Council elects to make the final decision.
(f)
Referral for additional information.
(1)
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Cases may be referred to any agency which has processed or commented on an application, for the purpose of
clarifying, updating, or completing the record.
(g)
Correspondence and communications.
(1)
All correspondence received and copies of correspondence sent by public agencies processing applications shall
be included in the record. The substance of any oral communication held with a public agency processing
applications, regarding the merits of a pending zoning case, shall be reduced to writing and included in the
record of that case.
(h)
Persons of record.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall prepare a list of persons of record, which shall be made a part of the record.
(i)
Testimony for less intense zones.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner may take testimony for a less intense zone if either:
(A)
The zone has been recommended by the Planning Board;
(B)
The Planning Board has not made a recommendation and the zone has been recommended by the Technical
Staff; or
(C)
The application has been remanded pursuant to Sections 27-157(d), 27-176(e), 27-195(e), or 27-213(d).
(j)
Continued and recessed cases.
(1)
The Examiner may continue or recess a case.
(A)
A case may be continued for good cause after it has been advertised for hearing.
(B)
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After hearing has begun, a case may be recessed for the receipt of additional evidence and upon such conditions
or limitations or subject to such additional requirements or hearings as due process may require.
(C)
If no new hearing date is set for a continued or recessed case at the time of continuance or recess, all parties of
record shall be sent written notice at least twenty (20) days prior to the new hearing date.
(D)
The Planning Board may request (in writing) that the record be held open for not more than fourteen (14) days
for the receipt of its recommendation on any given case.
(k)
Case taken under advisement.
(1)
Once a case has been fully presented, it shall be taken under advisement for the Examiner to render a decision.
Thereafter, no new evidence may be entered into the record except:
(A)
If good cause is shown why the evidence was not previously presented into the record; or
(B)
The evidence is presented pursuant to a remand of the District Council; and
(C)
All persons of record have been afforded the opportunity to present evidence in rebuttal.
(D)
Notwithstanding the above subparagraphs (A) through (C), the Hearing Examiner may deny admission of
additional evidence upon a finding that its probative value is outweighed by any cumulative effect, undue
prejudice, or delay in the proceedings.
(CB-152-1987; CB-11-1992)
Sec. 27-130. - Ex parte communications.
A person who is (or who may become) a person of record, or anyone appearing on behalf of a person of record,
shall not communicate ex parte with any Examiner concerning any pending or proposed application. Examiners
may, however, consider requests regarding scheduling.
SUBDIVISION 3. - DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Sec. 27-131. - Virtual hearings.
Upon notification, the District Council may hold the entire hearing or a portion of the hearing virtually and
provide for virtual public participation. Notice and procedures for the hearing shall be in accordance with the
District Council Rules of Procedure.
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(CB-33-2020)
Sec. 27-131.01. - Oral argument and appeals from Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
With the exception of zoning cases for which an alternative appeal process is otherwise specified, any person of
record or the People's Zoning Counsel may file with the District Council, within thirty (30) days after the Zoning
Hearing Examiner files his written decision in a zoning case:
(A)
An appeal from the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision in a special exception case finally decided by the
Zoning Hearing Examiner;
(B)
Exceptions to the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision in any other zoning case; or
(C)
A request for oral argument before the District Council on either (A) or (B), above.
(b)
Form and content of request.
(1)
Exceptions, appeals, and requests for oral argument shall be submitted (in writing) to the Clerk of the District
Council. A copy shall be sent by the submitter to all persons of record (by regular mail), and a certificate of
service shall accompany the submission to the Clerk.
(2)
Exceptions, appeals, and requests for oral argument shall be numbered in sequence and shall specify the error
which is claimed to have been committed by the Examiner. Those portions of the record relied upon to support
the claim shall be specified.
(c)
Council action.
(1)
The District Council shall consider the exception or appeal at the time it takes final action on the case.
(2)
The District Council may conduct oral argument in those zoning cases which the District Council elects to
review and in those zoning cases in which an appeal or exceptions are not filed and the Council must make the
final decision.
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(d)
Opposition persons of record.
(1)
When a request for oral argument is filed by a person of record, all other persons of record may also make oral
argument or written submission in opposition. Copies of any written material to be submitted in support of this
opposition position shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council (along with a certification of service upon the
persons requesting oral argument) no later than five (5) days before the oral argument date.
(e)
Time limitation for speakers.
(1)
Oral argument at the hearing shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, unless extended by the
Chairman of the Council. Persons wishing to give oral argument shall advise the Clerk of the Council prior to
the hearing. Prior to the hearing, the Chairman shall divide the time, as deemed appropriate, and advise the
speakers accordingly.
(f)
New evidence.
(1)
Persons of record may not introduce evidence not already in the record. The Council may, however, either upon
written request by a person of record or upon its own motion, remand a case to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for
the purpose of reopening the record to receive and evaluate additional evidence. (See Section 27-133.) In
addition, the Council may take judicial notice of any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of the
approval process relating to all or a portion of the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat of
subdivision.
(g)
Order of presentation.
(1)
The order of presentation before the Council (unless otherwise specified by the Chairman) shall be:
(A)
Orientation by the Technical Staff and the Principal Counsel to the District Council (or an authorized
representative);
(B)
Oral argument against the decision of the Examiner;
(C)
Oral argument in favor of the decision of the Examiner;
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(D)
Rebuttal by those against the decision;
(E)
Rebuttal by those in favor of the decision.
(2)
Oral argument shall be limited to persons of record, the People's Zoning Counsel, and those individuals who
testified before the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(CB-4-1989; CB-56-1993; CB-99-1996; CB-61-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-33-2020)
Sec. 27-132. - District Council hearing procedures.
(a)
Conduct of meetings.
(1)
Call to order.
(A)
The Chairman shall take the chair at the day and hour to which the District Council was adjourned at its last
sitting. On the appearance of a quorum, the Chairman shall immediately call the members to order. In the
absence of both the Chairman and Vice Chairman for ten (10) minutes after the time set for the meeting, and if a
quorum is present, the District Council shall still convene. In this latter case the members shall designate a
presiding officer.
(B)
Not later than ten (10) minutes after the time set for the meeting, the roll shall be called, and members shall
signify their attendance by responding. Following the roll call, the Chairman shall announce for the record
(consistent with paragraph (2)(B), below) information he has received relating to the absence of any Council
member from the session.
(C)
In the absence of a quorum at ten (10) minutes after the time set for the meeting, the Clerk shall record the
names of the members present. This record shall constitute the list of members present at the appointed time, and
shall be in lieu of the roll call prescribed in (B), above.
(D)
When a meeting of the District Council has been preceded by a meeting of the County Council on the same day,
(B) and (C), above, shall not apply.
(2)
Minutes.
(A)
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When (B) or (C), above, applies, the Clerk shall enter into the minutes the record of attendance and the arrival
time at the meeting of a member previously marked absent.
(B)
The minutes may contain an explanation of a member's absence only in the case of illness, personal emergency,
or other County governmental business.
(3)
Record of vote.
(A)
The vote, abstention, or absence of each Council member shall be recorded on every issue where a vote is taken.
(B)
Members must be physically present at the District Council meeting at the time the vote is taken in order to vote.
(C)
The Chairman shall promptly announce the results of every vote.
(4)
Voting and attendance records.
(A)
The Clerk shall maintain a voting and attendance log for each Council member on a form identified as "Voting
and Attendance Record." The following votes shall be by roll call, and shall be reflected in the log:
(i)
Final action on zoning cases to be finally decided by the Council;
(ii)
Remand of any zoning cases to the Zoning Hearing Examiner or Planning Board;
(iii)
Any motion for reconsideration;
(iv)
Any District Council instructions for the preparation of findings of fact and conclusions, or other relative
documents, necessary for use by the Council in taking action.
(b)
Quorum.
(1)
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The presence of a majority of the Council (excluding vacancies) shall constitute a quorum to act on zoning
cases; however, two-thirds (2/3) of the full Council shall constitute a quorum to act on a final decision on any
zoning case requiring a favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the full Council.
(c)
Voting requirements.
(1)
The voting requirements for action by the Council shall be as follows:
(A)
A majority vote of those members present and voting shall be necessary to remand any Zoning Map Amendment
or Special Exception application to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner or to the Planning Board. (See
Section 27-133.)
(B)
A majority vote of the full Council shall be necessary to take final action on any zoning case or other zoning
matter, except where an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the full District Council is required.
(C)
The Council may only approve a Zoning Map Amendment (except an application for the M-X-T, UC, or a
Comprehensive Design Zone) which conflicts with the land use proposals or requirements of either the map or
the text of an approved Master Plan upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the full Council. Where the
application is for the M-X-T Zone, the District Council may only approve the application in accordance with the
provisions of Section 27-213(a)(2), in lieu of the provisions of this subparagraph. Where the application is for a
UC Zone, the District Council may only approve the application in accordance with the provisions of Section
27A-211(i) of the County Code, in lieu of the provisions of this subparagraph. Where the application is for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, it may only be approved if it conforms to the Master Plan, in accordance with
Section 27-195(b)(1)(A).
(D)
The Council may only approve a Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception application contrary to the
recommendation of a municipality containing the subject land within its boundaries upon the affirmative vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the full Council.
(d)
Time limits on final action.
(1)
A motion for final action in any zoning matter before the District Council which fails to obtain the required
majority shall be set aside, and it or any other motion for final action may be subsequently considered within the
following time periods:
(A)
In a zoning case not finally decided by the Zoning Examiner, the Council shall make its decision finally
disposing of the application within one hundred twenty (120) days after the Zoning Hearing Examiner files his
decision with the Clerk of the Council, or within one hundred fifty (150) days if oral argument is requested.
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(B)
In any other zoning matter (except Zoning Ordinance text amendments), the District Council shall make its
decision finally disposing of the application within sixty (60) days after it first considers the matter, unless
otherwise provided.
(C)
The District Council may take final action in any zoning case immediately after the Zoning Hearing Examiner's
decision has been filed, if all persons of record and the People's Zoning Counsel waive (in writing) their rights to
file exceptions and request oral argument as provided for in Section 27-131(a)(1)(B) or (C).
(2)
If the District Council fails to render a final decision in accordance with the time limit and voting requirements
of this Section, the application shall be considered to have been denied, unless otherwise specified in this
Subtitle. This shall not be applicable to the adoption of text amendments.
(e)
Subpoena powers.
(1)
The District Council shall have the power to issue subpoenas for witnesses and documents in all zoning cases.
The subpoenas shall be served in the manner provided by the Maryland Rules of Civil Procedure for service in
the Circuit Courts of this State. No person shall disobey or fail to answer the subpoena. A witness may be
excused from attendance if he can show that his placement under subpoena was frivolous or oppressive.
(f)
Jurisdiction.
(1)
In deciding an appeal to the District Council, or Council election to review a decision made by the Zoning
Hearing Examiner or the Planning Board, the Council shall exercise original jurisdiction.
(2)
For any appeal or review of a decision made by the Zoning Hearing Examiner or the Planning Board, the
Council may, based on the record, approve, approve with conditions, remand, or deny the application.
(CB-25-1996; CB-76-1996; CB-90-1997; CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-133. - Remand.
(a)
In general.
(1)
Within the time specified for final decision, the District Council may remand any zoning case heard by the
Zoning Hearing Examiner back to the Examiner for clarification or for additional testimony. The Council may
also remand any Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception for a de novo proceeding where there is good
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cause. Where additional testimony is taken upon remand, there shall be a new or revised decision from the
Office of Zoning Hearing Examiner, which shall be subject to Section 27-131.
(b)
Request.
(1)
When a request for oral argument is filed pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-131, any person of record may
file a request for remand. The request shall be submitted (in writing) to the Clerk of the District Council not later
than sixty (60) days after the Zoning Hearing Examiner has filed his decision on the case and at least fourteen
(14) days prior to the scheduled argument. The request shall set forth the reasons for the remand. The person
making the request shall send, by first class mail, a copy of the request to all persons of record. A certificate of
service shall accompany the submission to the Clerk.
(2)
The District Council shall schedule argument on the requested remand prior to argument on the merits of the
case.
(3)
Argument shall be restricted to the reasons for which the remand was requested and the need therefor. Argument
shall also be limited to fifteen (15) minutes for each side, unless extended by the Chairman of the Council.
(4)
At the conclusion of the argument, the District Council may either: remand the case to the Zoning Hearing
Examiner or to the Planning Board for de novo proceedings, citing the reasons therefor; or deny the requested
remand, and either conduct the scheduled oral argument or direct the Clerk to schedule or reschedule oral
argument on the merits of the case and so notify all persons of record. The denial of a request for remand made
pursuant to Subsection (b) of this Section does not prohibit the District Council from subsequently remanding a
case pursuant to either Subsection (a) or Subsection (c) of this Section.
(c)
Remand de novo.
(1)
The District Council's order for a de novo proceeding shall be in writing. The application shall be remanded to
the Planning Board, and the time for a final decision shall begin to run anew from the date of the refiling of the
application with the District Council (Section 27-132(d)).
(2)
Notwithstanding the requirements of Sections 27-145, 27-161, 27-181, 27-201, and 27-298, once the application
has been remanded, it may be amended. Unless amendments or procedures are limited by the order of the
District Council remanding the application, it shall be treated as a new application; however, if the application is
subsequently withdrawn, the provisions of Sections 27-147, 27-163, 27-183, 27-203, and 27-300 (reapplication)
shall apply.
(3)
In no case shall the remand order waive the requirement for a new Technical Staff Report.
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(d)
Time for final decision.
(1)
Whenever the District Council remands an application, the time limits on final action shall begin to run anew
from the date of refiling the application with the District Council in accordance with the provisions of Section
27-132(d).
(CB-88-1987; CB-55-1999; CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-134. - Notice of decision.
The notice of final decision, findings, conclusions, and votes of the Council in any zoning case shall be served
upon all persons of record and any public agency processing the application. For purposes of this Code,
reconsideration of the final decision shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the date of service of the Notice of
Final Decision by the Clerk of the Council.
(CB-2-2019)
Sec. 27-135. - Reconsideration and amendment of decisions.
(a)
Reconsiderations and site plan amendments for Special Exceptions shall be as provided for in Part 4. All others
are governed by this Section (except Zoning Ordinance text amendments).
(b)
Once a final decision has been made by the District Council, the decision may be reconsidered upon a written
request filed by either the applicant or other person of record within thirty (30) days after the date of service of
the Notice of Final Decision by the Clerk of the Council if, based on the written request, the Council finds that
there may have been an error in reaching the final decision that was caused by fraud, surprise, mistake, or
inadvertence. The person of record filing the request for reconsideration shall, upon filing the request, send a
copy to all other persons of record.
(1)
If the District Council determines there may be grounds for reconsideration of their final decision, the Clerk of
the Council shall schedule an evidentiary hearing on the request.
(2)
After hearing, the District Council shall first vote to reconsider their final decision and, if an affirmative motion
is adopted, vote on a new decision.
(c)
The District Council may (for good cause) amend any condition imposed or site plan approved (excluding
Comprehensive Design Zone Basic Plans or R-P-C Zone Official Plans) upon the request of the applicant
without requiring a new application to be filed, if the amendment does not constitute an enlargement or
extension.
(1)
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In the case of an amendment of a condition (imposed as part of the approval of the zoning case), the request
shall be directed, in writing, to the District Council, and shall state the reasons therefore. Before the Council
amends a condition, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the request, in accordance with
Section 27-129, and shall notify all parties of record (including all parties of record on the original application
and any amendments thereto) in the same manner as required for an original application. The Planning Board
shall post a sign on the subject property, setting forth the date, time, and place of the hearing, in the same manner
as required for an original application. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall
file a written recommendation with the District Council. Any person of record may appeal the recommendation
of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision
with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons
arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30)
minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(2)
Where a site plan has been approved by the Council, the applicant may request an amendment to the site plan in
the form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The Technical Staff shall analyze the proposed
amendment, taking into consideration the requirements of this Subtitle. The staff shall submit (for the record) a
recommendation. This recommendation, along with the proposed amendment, shall be transmitted by the
Technical Staff directly to the District Council. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the
request, in accordance with Section 27-129, and shall notify all parties of record (including all parties of record
on the original application and any amendments thereof) in the same manner as required for an original
application. The Planning Board shall post a sign on the subject property, setting forth the date, time, and place
of the hearing, in the same manner as required for an original application. After the close of the hearing record,
the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council. Any person of
record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of
the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record
may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of
Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(d)
An applicant may request the amendment of any Comprehensive Design Zone Basic Plan or R-P-C Zone
Official Plan, as set forth in Sections 27-197 and 27-158.
(CB-1-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-74-1994; CB-1-2004; CB-2-2019)
SUBDIVISION 4. - PEOPLE'S ZONING COUNSEL.
Sec. 27-136. - Purpose.
Informed public actions on land use matters require a full exploration of often complex factual and legal issues.
An independent People's Counsel can protect the public interest and promote a full and fair presentation of
relevant issues in administrative proceedings in order to achieve balanced records upon which sound land use
decisions can be made. In addition, a People's Counsel who provides technical assistance to citizens and citizen
organizations will encourage effective participation in, and increase public understanding of and confidence in,
the County land use process.
(CB-19-2003)
Sec. 27-137. - Appointment.
(a)
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The County Council shall appoint one (1) or more attorneys to serve as People's Zoning Counsel and Deputy
People's Zoning Counsel, pursuant to Section 322 of the County Charter, for terms of four (4) years. Preference
shall be given to persons who are residents of Prince George's County.
(b)
An individual appointed as People's Zoning Counsel or Deputy People's Zoning Counsel may be removed from
office for cause by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the full Council.
(c)
An individual appointed as People's Zoning Counsel or Deputy People's Zoning Counsel may not represent any
client in any matter involving any land use case brought pursuant to Subtitles 24 or 27 in Prince George's County
nor be a principal in a firm which does so.
(d)
At the end of a term, an individual appointed as People's Zoning Counsel or Deputy People's Zoning Counsel
shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed and qualified.
(CB-56-1993; CB-19-2003; CB-10-2004)
Sec. 27-138. - Qualifications.
Any person appointed shall be a member in good standing of the Maryland bar, have substantial experience in
land use law and procedure, and be actively engaged in the practice or teaching of law for at least five (5) years
prior to the date of appointment.
(CB-19-2003; CB-10-2004)
Sec. 27-139. - Compensation and support.
The compensation of the People's Zoning Counsel and Deputy People's Zoning Counsel shall be contained in the
annual budget of the County. Payment shall be made upon approval of the Chairman of the Council. The
People's Zoning Counsel and Deputy People's Zoning Counsel shall be provided the clerical and other assistance
prescribed in the budget.
(CB-19-2003; CB-10-2004)
Sec. 27-139.01. - Powers and duties.
(a)
To protect the public interest and achieve a full and fair presentation of relevant issues, the People's Zoning
Counsel shall have the right to appear on behalf of the interests of the public in general, to defend any duly
enacted General Plan, Master Plan, or comprehensive zoning maps as adopted by the District Council, and in
any matter involving zoning reclassification or any Special Exception. The People's Zoning Counsel may appear
before:
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner or the District Council (for oral argument hearings or evidentiary hearings) if the
matter involves a zoning case or a Permit Site Plan involving deviations or variances as specified in Subtitle 27A
of the County Code;
(2)
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The Planning Board if the matter involves a Comprehensive Design Plan, Development District Overlay Zone,
an appeal pertaining to the Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes Development and Zoning Code, or a Transit
District Overlay Zone; or
(3)
The Board of Appeals if the matter involves a variance.
(b)
The People's Zoning Counsel may prosecute an application before any state or federal court for injunctive or
other relief incidental thereto, to enjoin violation of any zoning map or Master Plan or as specifically authorized
by the District Council.
(c)
To participate in any proceeding under Subsection (a), the People's Zoning Counsel shall file a notice of
intention to participate. After the notice is filed, the People's Zoning Counsel is entitled to all notices provided to
parties of record and may participate by making motions, introducing evidence, examining witnesses, crossexamining witnesses, filing exceptions and making arguments as the law and evidence in the case may warrant.
The People's Zoning Counsel shall provide a copy of the notice of intention to participate to all persons who are
then parties of record to the matter. In the People's Zoning Counsel's discretion, the Counsel may withdraw from,
or decline to participate in, any proceeding in which the Counsel may participate in under Subsection (a). The
People's Zoning Counsel is not liable to any person for participating in, or declining to participate in, any
proceeding.
(d)
The People's Zoning Counsel shall have in each appearance all rights of counsel for a party of record, including,
but not limited to the right to file and prosecute an appeal to the courts as an aggrieved party to promote and
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community.
(e)
The Deputy People's Zoning Counsel shall act for the People's Zoning Counsel at the direction of the People's
Zoning Counsel or when the People's Zoning Counsel is unable to serve.
(CB-19-2003; CB-10-2004; CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-139.02. - Education of the Public.
(a)
Without becoming a party to any judicial or administrative proceeding, and subject to available time and
resources, the People's Zoning Counsel may provide technical assistance to any person about a proceeding
described in Section 27-139(a). When providing technical assistance, the People's Zoning Counsel must inform
the recipient that the People's Counsel is not acting and cannot act as a personal attorney for the recipient.
(b)
The People's Zoning Counsel shall be available to any civic association, homeowners association or other
similar group to speak about land use law and procedures in Prince George's County.
(CB-19-2003)
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Editor's note— The reference to Section 27-139(a) is in error. The correct reference should be Section 27139.01(a).
Sec. 27-139.03. - Annual Report.
The People's Zoning Counsel must annually report to the District Council on the activities of the Office.
(CB-19-2003)
SUBDIVISION 5. - BASIS FOR ZONING DECISIONS.
Sec. 27-140. - Use of staff studies.
Studies of any agency (or its staff) in the nature of land development plans, which have not been subjected to the
requirements for the adoption and approval of a Master Plan, shall not be used as the basis for approval or
disapproval of zoning cases. However, the Planning Board may consider the recommendations of a preliminary
Master Plan, if prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01.05, prior to its approval by the District
Council, when making a recommendation on a Comprehensive Design Zone application. The Zoning Hearing
Examiner, Planning Board, or District Council shall not be precluded from considering any factual or empirical
evidence contained in any staff studies.
(CB-33-1992)
Sec. 27-141. - Based on record.
The final decision in any zoning case shall be based only on the evidence in the record, and shall be supported
by specific written findings of basic facts and conclusions. In addition, the Council may take judicial notice of
any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of the approval process relating to all or a portion of
the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat of subdivision.
(CB-99-1996)
Sec. 27-142. - Burden of proof.
The burden of proof in any zoning case shall be the applicant's.
DIVISION 2. - ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - CONVENTIONAL ZONES.
Sec. 27-143. - Applications.
(a)
General.
(1)
An application for a Zoning Map Amendment to a conventional zone shall be filed with the Planning Board by
the owner (or authorized representative) of the property. The District Council may suspend the filing of
applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that it is appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
(2)
No application may be filed for the C-1 and C-2 Zones (including extending existing zones) after October 30,
1970.
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(3)
No application may be filed for the C-C, C-G, or C-H Zones (including extending existing zones) after March 1,
1977. (If such an application was filed prior to this date, but has not yet been decided by the District Council, it
may still be considered for the requested zone or amended to request the C-O, C-A, C-S-C, or C-M Zone.)
(4)
No application shall be filed requesting more than one (1) zone.
(5)
All applications shall be on the forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(6)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated only by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(7)
An application for a Zoning Map Amendment to the R-O-S Zone shall be filed by the appropriate public agency
within six (6) months of the conveyance of property purchased with State Program Open Space funds, unless it
can be demonstrated that there is a more appropriate zoning category for the land based on its intended future
use, or unless the public agency has a need to maintain certain properties, or portions of properties, in a more
intense zoning category. This requirement shall apply to any land received by a public agency as described
above, following the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the RO-S Zone pursuant to Section 27-221(c). If land purchased with Program Open Space funds that has been placed
in the R-O-S Zone is subsequently disposed of for the purpose of construction of a public facility, the value of
the property, for the purpose of compensation of the agency, shall be based on the original purchase price.
(8)
No application may be filed for the R-O-S Zone if any existing use on the property, with the exception of a
publicly-owned use, would become nonconforming as a result of noncompliance with the required minimum net
lot area as set forth in Section 27-442(b).
(9)
No application may be filed for the R-T Zone (including extending existing zones) after December 30, 1996,
unless:
(A)
The proposed development on the property to be rezoned to R-T will consist only of one-family attached
metropolitan dwelling units; or
(B)
The property to be rezoned to R-T is located within a mixed-use activity center designated as a "Transit Village"
in the applicable Area Master Plan.
(10)
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The reclassification, through a Zoning Map Amendment, of property located partially or completely within the
Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone is subject to the following conditions:
(A)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to a more-intense residential zone.
(B)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10,
or R-H Zones.
(C)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in the M-U-I, M-X-T, M-X-C, or M-U-TC
Zones.
(D)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone.
(E)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in an Urban Center District pursuant to Subtitle
27A of this Code.
(b)
Contents of application form.
(1)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The existing and requested zoning classifications of the property;
(C)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(D)
The total area of the property (either in acres or square feet);
(E)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, and plat book and page number, if any; or a description
of its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
2390/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(F)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation; and
(G)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(c)
Other submission requirements.
(1)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(A)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record, or subdivision lot and block numbers, of adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is
not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest intersecting street
shall be indicated;
(iv)
The (subdivision) lot and block number of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (no smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of all existing buildings on the property; and
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red.
(B)
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Four (4) copies of the Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red;
(C)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, and factual reasons showing why approval
of the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare. This statement may be
accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or
emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be no larger than eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(D)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(E)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(F)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(G)
A list containing the names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and the owners of those properties
directly across a street, alley, or stream, and, if any part of the property which is the subject of the application is
located within a municipality, the name and address of the municipality, as well as the name and address of all
municipalities located within one (1) mile of the subject property, and a set of preaddressed envelopes or mailing
labels; and
(H)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
Planning Board (submitted in triplicate).
(2)
For the purposes of (D), (E), and (F) above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but also
any contract purchaser.
(CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-128-1989; CB-95-1991; CB-73-1994; CB-76-1995; CB-55-1996; CB-332005; CB-37-2006; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-144. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-145. - Amendment of applications.
(a)
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Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments which change the requested zoning classification shall be accompanied by a new (revised)
justification statement. The amendment shall also be the subject of a new (revised) Technical Staff Report or a
statement by the Technical Staff that a new (revised) report is unnecessary. Requests received prior to the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively granted. Where the Technical Staff
recommends an amendment, the applicant may request the amendment within fifteen (15) days after the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report, in which case the request shall be administratively granted. If
the Planning Board hears the case, and either the amendment is different than the one recommended by the staff
or the fifteen (15) days have lapsed, the amendment request shall be directed to the Planning Board prior to or on
the date on which it first hears the application, or within ten (10) days after the date the Planning Board
recommends the amendment. The amendment shall not be permitted if more than ten (10) days have elapsed
since the date of the Planning Board's recommendation.
(4)
Notification of any amendments shall be furnished to any person who has requested (in writing) a copy of the
Technical Staff Report.
Sec. 27-146. - Withdrawal.
(a)
Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the District
Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-147 shall not apply.
(e)
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Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted, and the provisions of Section 27-147 shall apply.
Sec. 27-147. - Reapplication.
No new Zoning Map Amendment application may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have elapsed
after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications on the same
land have been acted upon, four (4) years must elapse before another application on the same land may be filed.
No land shall be the subject of two (2) applications for Map Amendment at the same time.
Sec. 27-148. - Joint applications.
An application for a Map Amendment may be filed or considered at the same time that a Special Exception
application on the same land is filed or considered.
Sec. 27-149. - Hearing date.
(a)
Hearing date established.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing.
(b)
Request to delay hearing.
(1)
Should the Planning Board determine that it is in the public interest to delay the hearing date, the Planning
Board may request, prior to the submission date (Section 27-150(a)), that the Council approve the delay. The
request shall be in writing, with a copy to the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The District Council may approve the
request (by administrative action) and notify the Zoning Hearing Examiner to redesignate the hearing to another
specified date.
(2)
The People's Zoning Counsel or any person of record may request the continuance of a hearing under this
Section. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall grant a continuance if a required Technical Staff Report has not
been filed at least thirty (30) days before the scheduled hearing. If a continuance is granted for this reason, the
Zoning Hearing Examiner may not hear the case until at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report
has been filed.
(CB-123-1986)
Sec. 27-150. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-151. - Map Amendment application file.
(a)
Transmittal.
(1)
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At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original copy of the application, plans, maps,
specifications, Technical Staff Report, and all other data, materials, and record evidence (to date) pertaining to
the requested Map Amendment shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District Council.
(b)
Public examination.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Map Amendment application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Planning Board. This file may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of its contents may be obtained at a reasonable cost.
Sec. 27-152. - Referral to Historic Preservation Commission.
(a)
Referral.
(1)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan (except the
White Farm identified as Site Number 7306 on the Plan) is located on the subject property, the application shall
be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, as soon as feasible after filing.
(b)
Recommendation.
(1)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
forty-five (45) days after the date the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation
Commission to submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of
the Map Amendment, as requested.
Sec. 27-153. - Technical Staff Report.
(a)
In connection with each application, a report by the Technical Staff shall be submitted to the Planning Board for
its review. The report shall contain the following:
(1)
The staff's recommendation;
(2)
A delineation of the approximate area of the neighborhood, which shall be shown on either a Zoning Map, aerial
photograph, or sketch map;
(3)
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A description of land use and zoning in the neighborhood; and
(4)
In cases where the staff recommends a zone different than that requested, an analysis of the alternative zone
recommended.
(b)
The technical staff report shall be published on the Planning Board website. Any person may request, in writing,
a copy of the technical staff report sent by first class mail. A reasonable fee may be charged to cover the costs of
postage and copying. A copy of the report shall be included in the record.
(c)
The technical staff report shall advise the reader that a hearing before the Planning Board will not be held unless
the Board notifies all persons listed under Subsection (b) above.
(d)
The technical staff report shall contain the date of the Planning Board meeting during which the Board will
decide whether to hear the case.
(CB-97-2015)
Sec. 27-154. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board shall decide whether it will hold a hearing on each case (after receiving the Technical Staff
Report).
(b)
If the Board does not decide to hear a case within fifteen (15) days after the Technical Staff Report has been
publicly released (or at its first meeting after its release if none had occurred within the fifteen (15) days), the
Technical Staff's recommendation shall constitute the Planning Board's recommendation. In this event, the report
shall immediately be transmitted to the District Council, together with the application and all other record
material.
(c)
If the Board decides to hear the case, it shall set a hearing date which shall be at least thirty (30) days after
deciding to hear the case. The Board shall notify (in writing) all persons of record, and all other persons who
requested (in writing) a copy of the Technical Staff Report, of the hearing date.
(d)
Prior to or at the Planning Board's hearing, the applicant and any other person may submit written responses to
the Technical Staff Report, together with any supporting material. If it is not foldable, the material shall be not
larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches. The responses shall become a part of the record that will be
forwarded to the District Council.
(e)
The following procedures shall be observed at the Planning Board:
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(1)
No one shall present evidence after the hearing is concluded, unless a rehearing is ordered.
(2)
All hearings shall be open to the public.
(3)
The Planning Board shall make its recommendation only on the basis of the record before it.
(4)
Any action shall be by a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(5)
The resolution shall be transmitted to the District Council, together with the original application and all other
record material pertaining to the Zoning Map Amendment application.
(6)
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Board hearing shall be available for public inspection. The minutes may
be copied by anyone during normal working hours.
Sec. 27-155. - Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
Where the Zoning Hearing Examiner is authorized to conduct a public hearing, he shall do so in accordance with
Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-156. - District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
Whenever the District Council conducts a public hearing (including an oral argument), it shall do so in
accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-157. - Map Amendment approval.
(a)
Change/Mistake rule.
(1)
No application shall be granted without the applicant proving that either:
(A)
There has been a substantial change in the character of the neighborhood; or
(B)
Either:
(i)
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There was a mistake in the original zoning for property which has never been the subject of an adopted Sectional
Map Amendment; or
(ii)
There was a mistake in the current Sectional Map Amendment.
(b)
Conditional approval.
(1)
When it approves a Zoning Map Amendment, the District Council may impose reasonable requirements and
safeguards (in the form of conditions) which the Council finds are necessary to either:
(A)
Protect surrounding properties from adverse effects which might accrue from the Zoning Map Amendment; or
(B)
Further enhance the coordinated, harmonious, and systematic development of the Regional District.
(2)
In no case shall these conditions waive or lessen the requirements of, or prohibit uses allowed in, the approved
zone.
(3)
All building plans shall list the conditions and shall show how the proposed development complies with them.
(4)
Conditions imposed by the District Council shall become a permanent part of the Zoning Map Amendment, and
shall be binding for as long as the zone remains in effect on the property (unless amended by the Council).
(5)
If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall have ninety (90) days from the date of approval to accept or reject
the rezoning as conditionally approved. He shall advise (in writing) the Council, accordingly. If the applicant
accepts the conditions, the Council shall enter an order acknowledging the acceptance and approving the Map
Amendment, at which time the Council's action shall be final. Failure to advise the Council shall be considered a
rejection of the conditions. Rejection shall void the Map Amendment and revert the property to its prior zoning
classification. The Council shall enter an order acknowledging the rejection, voiding its previous decision, and
reverting the property to its prior zoning classification, at which time the Council's action shall be final.
(6)
All Zoning Map Amendments which are approved subject to conditions shall be shown on the Zoning Map with
the letter "C" after the application number.
(c)
Noncompliance with conditions.
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(1)
All conditions imposed shall be mandatory. The failure to comply with any condition shall constitute a zoning
violation and shall be grounds for the Council to:
(A)
Annul the Map Amendment;
(B)
Revoke a use and occupancy permit;
(C)
Institute appropriate civil or criminal proceedings; or
(D)
Institute any other action necessary to obtain compliance.
(2)
Before the Council annuls an approved conditional Zoning Map Amendment, the Zoning Hearing Examiner
shall hold a public hearing, in accordance with Section 27-129, and transmit a written recommendation on the
matter. The following procedures shall be followed:
(A)
A petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement (or his designee) requesting the Council to annul the Zoning Map Amendment.
The petition shall state the reasons for the request. At the same time, a copy of the petition shall be sent to the
Planning Board.
(B)
The Planning Board shall submit a written recommendation on the petition to the Council.
(C)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(D)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(E)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(d)
Approval of a zone different from that requested.
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(1)
The District Council may approve a less intense zone than that requested by the applicant for any part of the
subject property involved in the application.
(2)
If the subject property is located within the boundaries of a municipality, a less intense zone may only be
approved if there was testimony on the less intense zone before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and an
opportunity given for the municipality to make a recommendation. If there was no testimony or opportunity, the
application shall be remanded to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for this purpose (Section 27-133). Upon remand,
the Hearing Examiner shall notify all persons of record and any municipality in which the property is located.
The Hearing Examiner shall conduct further hearings if the case warrants.
(e)
Where the property proposed for the Zoning Map Amendment is located within the Resource Conservation
Overlay Zone, no Commercial or Industrial Zone shall be granted for the subject property.
(f)
Effect on Special Exceptions.
(1)
When any land upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to a zoning category different
from that category in which it was classified at the time the Special Exception was approved, the following shall
apply:
(A)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use requires the approval of a Special Exception in the new zone,
and the specific Special Exception requirements governing the use are the same in both zones, the Special
Exception, as approved, shall remain in full force and effect.
(B)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the use may continue as a
nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle relative to nonconforming uses, the use and
development authorized under this Subparagraph shall be subject to Part 4, Division 1, Subdivisions 10, 11, and
12.
(C)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone
shall apply to the use and development of the property.
(D)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the new zone without approval of a Special
Exception, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone shall apply to further use
and development of the property.
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(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-72-1987; CB-56-1993; CB-55-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-67-2005; CB-29-2014)
SUBDIVISION 2. - R-P-C ZONE.
Sec. 27-158. - In general.
(a)
Land originally classified in the R-P-C Zone before January 1, 1969, is subject to the following amendment
guidelines:
(1)
Land may be reclassified to the R-P-C Zone through the adoption of a Sectional Map Amendment. The Area
Master Plan and corresponding Sectional Map Amendment approved and adopted after January 1, 1989, shall be
the Official Plan for land in the R-P-C Zone. During the Sectional Map Amendment process, land may be
rezoned to or from the R-P-C Zone if:
(A)
The property was originally classified in the R-P-C Zone before January 1, 1969;
(B)
The land to be rezoned R-P-C abuts an existing R-P-C zoned parcel;
(C)
It involves a change from one zoning subcategory to another; or
(D)
It is to rezone a parcel of land from the R-P-C Zone to another zoning category.
(2)
A Zoning Map Amendment Application to amend an Official Plan approved after January 1, 1989, may be
accepted for processing if:
(A)
The requested amendment involves a change from one zoning subcategory to another;
(B)
It involves an expansion of an existing R-P-C Zone onto, or to encompass, abutting land; or
(C)
It is a request to rezone an R-P-C Zone to another zoning category.
(3)
The Planning Board may approve a proposed amendment to the Official Plan through approval of a Detailed Site
Plan, processed in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, when it does not involve a change in any
zoning subcategory shown on the Official Plan.
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(4)
Notwithstanding any provision in this Subtitle to the contrary, approval of an Official Plan through the adoption
of a Sectional Map Amendment shall constitute certification of all nonconforming uses for those uses in
existence in the R-P-C Zones as of the date of approval that do not conform to the current requirements of this
Subtitle applicable to such uses, provided that any permits required for such uses were issued prior to the date of
approval.
(b)
Land originally classified in the R-P-C Zone after January 1, 1969, is subject to the following amendment
guidelines:
(1)
After January l, 1983, no existing R-P-C Zone shall be enlarged, and no application may be filed requesting
reclassification to the R-P-C Zone from some other zone; however, Official Plans (Section 27-178) may be
amended. Under certain circumstances, the amendment shall be considered as a reclassification and be subject to
the Zoning Map Amendment procedures contained in this Subdivision. Other types of amendments involve a
simpler procedure. These differences are as follows:
(A)
Requests for amendment of an Official Plan (or portion of it), except those amendments addressed in later
paragraphs of this Section, shall follow the same procedure as when applying for a Zoning Map Amendment
(Sections 27-159 through 27-177, below).
(B)
Amendments of an Official Plan (or portion of it) shall either follow the procedures for a Map Amendment
(Sections 27-159 through 27-177, below) or be accomplished through Council action on a Sectional Map
Amendment, except as hereinafter provided.
(C)
Amendments of an Official Plan (or portion of it) may be approved by the Planning Board when the amendment
does not involve a change in any zoning subcategory shown on the adopted Official Plan, and the property was
originally reclassified to the R-P-C Zone between January 1, 1969, and October 17, 1989. In this case the
applicant shall submit a new Official Plan to the Planning Board for review, and shall pay a fee to the Planning
Board to offset the cost of the review. The fee shall be the same as would be applied to a Conceptual Site Plan
(Section 27-273(c)). The proposed amended Official Plan shall not increase the density approved by the Official
Plan and must be found compatible with the surrounding property including existing land in the R-P-C Zone.
(D)
The following procedures shall apply to the requests for amendments authorized in subparagraph (C), above:
(i)
The request shall be in writing.
(ii)
The request shall be accompanied by the proposed amendment of the Official Plan showing the land area
involved, points of ingress and egress, parking layout (if applicable), and all other improvements proposed on
the property.
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(iii)
The proposed amendment shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff, which shall make a recommendation to the
Planning Board.
(iv)
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the request, after which it shall take action on the proposed
amendment.
(v)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the proposed amendment of the
Official Plan and shall state its reasons for the action.
(vi)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Official Plan amendment hearing) and the
District Council.
(vii)
The Planning Board's decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of record.
The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the
Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own
motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(viii)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
proposed Official Plan amendment, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the
Planning Board, a transcript of the public hearing on the proposed Plan amendment, and any additional
information or explanatory material deemed appropriate.
(ix)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be
limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board.
(x)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the proposed Official Plan amendment to the Planning Board to take
further testimony or reconsider its decision. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning
Board's decision is automatically affirmed.
(xi)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(CB-89-1984; CB-120-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-44-1986; CB-134-1988; CB-146-1989; CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-159. - Applications.
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(a)
General.
(1)
An application for a Zoning Map Amendment to the R-P-C Zone shall be filed with the Planning Board by the
owner (or authorized representative) of the property. The District Council may suspend the filing of these
applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that it is appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
(2)
No application shall be filed requesting the R-P-C Zone and another zone (other than an underlying zoning
subcategory).
(3)
All applications shall be on the forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(4)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated only by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(b)
Contents of application form.
(1)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The existing and requested zoning classifications of the property (including underlying zoning subcategories);
(C)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(D)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(E)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, and plat book and page number, if any, or a description
of its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(F)
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The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation; and
(G)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(c)
Other submission requirements.
(1)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(A)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record, or subdivision lot and block numbers, of adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is not
located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest intersecting street shall
be indicated;
(iv)
The (subdivision) lot and block numbers of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of all existing buildings on the property;
(viii)
A Forest Stand Delineation; prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual;
(ix)
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Existing streams and their associated buffers; nontidal wetlands and their associated buffers; slopes greater or
equal to fifteen percent (15%); and the one-hundred (100) year floodplain; and
(x)
The subject property outlined in red.
(B)
Four (4) copies of the Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red;
(C)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, and factual reasons showing why approval
of the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare. This statement may be
accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or
emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(D)
An overall Tentative Plan of Development showing:
(i)
Existing and proposed topography;
(ii)
Proposed street system;
(iii)
Proposed lot layout;
(iv)
Proposed reservations for parks, playgrounds, school sites, and other open spaces;
(v)
Proposed location of any neighborhood business area and off-street parking facilities;
(vi)
Types of dwellings proposed;
(vii)
Proposed location of structures;
(viii)
The percentage of the property proposed for each of the dwelling types, neighborhood retail businesses, other
nonresidential uses, parking lots, streets, parks, schools, and other reservations;
2406/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(ix)
Proposed overall density per gross acre;
(x)
Preliminary plans and elevations of each of the proposed dwelling types; and
(xi)
Proposed layout of R-P-C Zone subcategories which correspond to the conventional zones which permit the
specific type and extent of development and land uses proposed.
(E)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(F)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(G)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(H)
A list containing the names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and the owners of those properties
directly across a street, alley, or stream, each municipality in which any part of the property which is the subject
of the application is located, and each municipality located within one (1) mile of the subject property, and a set
of preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels; and
(I)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
Planning Board (submitted in triplicate).
(2)
For the purpose of (E), (F), and (G), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but also
any contract purchaser.
(CB-107-1984; CB-120-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-128-1989; CB-95-1991; CB-107-1992; CB-28-2010; CB-342011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
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as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-160. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-161. - Amendment of applications.
(a)
Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments which change the requested zoning classification (involving any other type of zone or the R-P-C
Zone) shall be accompanied by a new (revised) justification statement. The amendment shall also be the subject
of a new (revised) Technical Staff Report or a statement by the Technical Staff that a new (revised) report is
unnecessary. Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted. Where the Technical Staff recommends an amendment, the applicant may request the
amendment within fifteen (15) days after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report, in which
case the request shall be administratively granted. If the Planning Board hears the case, and either the
amendment is different than the one recommended by the staff or the fifteen (15) days have lapsed, the
amendment request shall be directed to the Planning Board prior to or on the date on which it first hears the
application, or within ten (10) days after the date the Planning Board recommends an amendment. The
amendment shall not be permitted if more than ten (10) days have elapsed since the date of the Planning Board's
recommendation.
(4)
Notification of any amendments made shall be furnished to any person who has requested (in writing) a copy of
the Technical Staff Report.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-162. - Withdrawal.
(a)
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Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-163 shall not apply.
(e)
Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted, and the provisions of Section 27-163 shall apply.
Sec. 27-163. - Reapplication.
No new Zoning Map Amendment application may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have elapsed
after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications on the same
land have been acted upon, four (4) years shall elapse before another application on the same land may be filed.
No land shall be the subject of two (2) applications for Zoning Map Amendment, at the same time.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-164. - Joint applications.
An application for a Map Amendment may be filed or considered at the same time that a Special Exception
application on the same land is filed or considered.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-165. - Hearing date.
(a)
Hearing date established.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing.
(b)
Request to delay hearing.
(1)
Should the Planning Board determine that it is in the public interest to delay the hearing date, the Planning
Board may request, prior to the submission date (Section 27-166(a)), that the Council approve the delay. The
request shall be in writing, with a copy to the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The District Council may approve the
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request (by administrative action) and notify the Zoning Hearing Examiner to redesignate the hearing to another
specified date.
(2)
The People's Zoning Counsel or any person of record may request the continuance of a hearing under this
Section. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall grant a continuance if a required Technical Staff Report has not
been filed at least thirty (30) days before the scheduled hearing. If a continuance is granted for this reason, the
Zoning Hearing Examiner may not hear the case until at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report
has been filed.
(CB-123-1986)
Sec. 27-166. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-167. - Map Amendment application file.
(a)
Transmittal.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original copy of the application, plans, maps,
specifications, Technical Staff Report, and all other data, materials, and record evidence (to date) pertaining to
the requested Map Amendment shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District Council.
(b)
Public examination.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Map Amendment application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Planning Board. This copy may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of its contents may be obtained at a reasonable cost.
Sec. 27-168. - Referral to Historic Preservation Commission.
(a)
Referral.
(1)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan (except the
White Farm identified as Site Number 7306 on the Plan) is located on the subject property, the application shall
be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, as soon as feasible after filing.
(b)
Recommendation.
(1)
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The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
forty-five (45) days after the date the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation
Commission to submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of
the Map Amendment, as requested.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-169. - Technical Staff Report.
(a)
In connection with each application, a report by the Technical Staff shall be submitted to the Planning Board for
its review. The report shall contain the following:
(1)
The staff's recommendation;
(2)
A delineation of the approximate area of the neighborhood, which shall be shown on either a Zoning Map, aerial
photograph, or sketch map;
(3)
A description of land use and zoning in the neighborhood; and
(4)
In cases where the staff recommends a zone different than that requested, an analysis of the alternative zone
recommended.
(b)
The technical staff report shall be published on the Planning Board website. Any person may request, in writing,
a copy of the technical staff report sent by first class mail. A reasonable fee may be charged to cover the costs of
postage and copying. A copy of the report shall be included in the record.
(c)
The technical staff report shall advise the reader that a hearing before the Planning Board will not be held unless
the Board notifies all persons listed under Subsection (b), above.
(d)
The technical staff report shall contain the date of the Planning Board meeting during which the Board will
decide whether to hear the case.
(CB-120-1984; CB-97-2015)
Sec. 27-170. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board shall decide whether it will hold a hearing on each case (after receiving the Technical Staff
Report).
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(b)
If the Board does not decide to hear a case within fifteen (15) days after the Technical Staff Report has been
publicly released (or at its first meeting after the release if none had occurred within the fifteen (15) days), the
Technical Staff's recommendation shall constitute the Planning Board's recommendation. In this event, the report
shall immediately be transmitted to the District Council, together with the application and all other record
material.
(c)
If the Board decides to hear the case, it shall set a hearing date which shall be at least thirty (30) days after
deciding to hear the case. The Board shall notify (in writing) all persons of record, and all other persons who
requested (in writing) a copy of the Technical Staff Report, of the hearing date.
(d)
Prior to or at the Planning Board's hearing, the applicant and any other person may submit written responses to
the Technical Staff Report, together with any supporting material. If it is not foldable, the material shall be no
larger than eighteen (18) inches by twenty-four (24) inches. The responses shall become a part of the record that
will be forwarded to the District Council.
(e)
The following procedures shall be observed by the Planning Board:
(1)
No one shall present evidence after the hearing is concluded, unless a rehearing is ordered.
(2)
All hearings shall be open to the public.
(3)
The Planning Board shall make its recommendation only on the basis of the record before it.
(4)
Any action shall be by a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(5)
The resolution shall be transmitted to the District Council, together with the original application and of all other
record material pertaining to the Zoning Map Amendment application.
(6)
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Board hearing shall be available for public inspection. The minutes may
be copied by anyone during normal working hours.
Sec. 27-171. - Consideration by Planning Board.
(a)
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If it reviews the Map Amendment request, the Planning Board shall consider the following and how they will
contribute to the orderly and harmonious development of the area, with attention paid to the character of the
neighborhood and its particular suitability for the proposed uses:
(1)
The General Plan;
(2)
The location, arrangement, and size of lots, parks, school sites, and open space;
(3)
The location and width of streets;
(4)
The location and arrangement of parking spaces;
(5)
The location, arrangement, and height of buildings;
(6)
The location, arrangement, and design of neighborhood business areas;
(7)
The gross densities proposed for the project; and
(8)
Other features.
Sec. 27-172. - Planning Board approval of Tentative Plan of Development.
The Planning Board may approve the Plan, as submitted, or may require the applicant to amend the Plan before
the Board approves it.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-173. - Transmittal of Tentative Plan of Development.
Upon approval of a Tentative Plan of Development, the Planning Board shall transmit the Plan (together with the
application for Zoning Map Amendment) to the Clerk of the Council.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-174. - Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
Where the Zoning Hearing Examiner is authorized to conduct a public hearing, he shall do so in accordance with
Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
(CB-120-1984)
2413/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Sec. 27-175. - District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
Whenever the District Council conducts a public hearing (including an oral argument), it shall do so in
accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-176. - Map Amendment approval.
(a)
Change/Mistake rule.
(1)
No application shall be granted without the applicant proving that either:
(A)
There has been a substantial change in the character of the neighborhood; or
(B)
Either:
(i)
There was a mistake in the original zoning for property which has never been the subject of an adopted Sectional
Map Amendment; or
(ii)
There was a mistake in the current Sectional Map Amendment.
(b)
Required considerations by District Council.
(1)
In its review of the Map Amendment request, the District Council shall consider the same elements which the
Planning Board must consider if it hears the case (Section 27-171).
(2)
The Council shall also find that:
(A)
The area will be large enough to permit the development of a complete community or neighborhood, which has
a range of dwelling types; local shopping facilities and off-street parking lots; parks and playgrounds;
educational facilities (if necessary); and business and industry to provide local employment opportunities in
harmony with the General Plan; and
(B)
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The area will be adaptable to complete community development, because: it is bounded by major thoroughfares,
streets, railroads, or other external barriers; and (as far as possible) will not have any major thoroughfare or other
physical feature running through it which will destroy the community cohesiveness.
(c)
Conditional approval.
(1)
When it approves the Zoning Map Amendment, the District Council may impose reasonable requirements and
safeguards (in the form of conditions) which it finds are necessary to either:
(A)
Protect surrounding properties from adverse effects which might accrue from the Zoning Map Amendment; or
(B)
Further enhance the coordinated, harmonious, and systematic development of the Regional District.
(2)
In no case shall these conditions waive or lessen the requirements of, or prohibit uses allowed in, the approved
zoning subcategories of the R-P-C Zone.
(3)
All building plans shall list the conditions and shall show how the proposed development complies with them.
(4)
Conditions imposed by the District Council shall become a permanent part of the Zoning Map Amendment, and
shall be binding for as long as the R-P-C Zone remains in effect on the property (unless amended by the
Council).
(5)
If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall have ninety (90) days from the date of approval to accept or reject
the rezoning as conditionally approved. He shall advise (in writing) the Council, accordingly. If the applicant
accepts the conditions, the Council shall enter an order acknowledging the acceptance and approving the Map
Amendment, at which time the Council's action shall be final. Failure to advise the Council shall be considered a
rejection of the conditions. Rejection shall void the Map Amendment and revert the property to its prior zoning
classification. The Council shall enter an order acknowledging the rejection, voiding its previous decision, and
reverting the property to its prior zoning classification, at which time the Council's action shall be final.
(6)
All Zoning Map Amendments which are approved subject to conditions shall be shown on the Zoning Map with
the letter "C" after the application number.
(d)
Noncompliance with conditions.
(1)
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All conditions imposed shall be mandatory. The failure to comply with any conditions shall constitute a zoning
violation and shall be grounds for the Council to:
(A)
Annul the Map Amendment;
(B)
Revoke a use and occupancy permit;
(C)
Institute appropriate civil or criminal proceedings; or
(D)
Institute any other action necessary to obtain compliance.
(2)
Before the District Council annuls an approved conditional Zoning Map Amendment, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall hold a public hearing, in accordance with Section 27-129, and transmit a written
recommendation on the matter. The following procedures shall be followed:
(A)
A petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement (or his designee) requesting the Council to annul the Zoning Map Amendment.
The petition shall state the reasons for the request. At the same time, a copy of the petition shall be sent to the
Planning Board.
(B)
The Planning Board shall submit a written recommendation on the petition to the Council.
(C)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(D)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. After the close of the
hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council. If
appealed, all persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(E)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(e)
Approval of a zone different from that requested.
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(1)
The District Council may approve a less intense zone than the R-P-C Zone for any part of the property involved
in the application.
(2)
If the subject property is located within the boundaries of a municipality, a less intense zone may only be
approved if there was testimony on the less intense zone before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and an
opportunity given for the municipality to make a recommendation. If there was no such testimony or
opportunity, the application shall be remanded to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for this purpose (Section 27133). Upon remand, the Hearing Examiner shall notify all persons of record and any municipality in which the
property is located. The Hearing Examiner shall conduct further hearings if the case warrants.
(f)
Effect on Special Exceptions.
(1)
When any land upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to an R-P-C Zone subcategory
different from that zone or subcategory in which it was classified at the time the Special Exception was
approved, the following shall apply:
(A)
If, at the time of the rezoning the approved use requires approval of a Special Exception in the new subcategory,
and the specific Special Exception requirements governing the use are the same in both instances, the Special
Exception, as approved, shall remain in full force and effect (unless modified on the Tentative Plan of
Development).
(B)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new subcategory, or requires approval of
a Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the use may continue as a
nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle relative to nonconforming uses, the use and
development authorized under this paragraph shall be subject to Part 4, Division 1, Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12.
(C)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new subcategory, or requires approval of
a Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new
subcategory shall apply to the use and development of the property.
(D)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the new subcategory without the approval of a
Special Exception, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new subcategory shall apply
to further use and development of the property.
(CB-120-1984; CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-56-1993; CB-55-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-67-2005; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-177. - Final Plan adoption.
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(a)
If the proposed amendment and the Tentative Plan of Development are approved by the District Council, the
owner shall submit the approved Tentative Plan (known as the Final Plan) to the Planning Board. No
development may occur unless the Planning Board has adopted the Final Plan.
(b)
The Final Plan, after adoption by the Planning Board, shall be deemed the Official Plan. The Official Plan shall
be signed by the Commission's Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer, and by the property owner. By signing the
plan, the owner certifies to the District Council his willingness to abide by the conditions and terms of the
Official Plan. The Planning Board shall file with the District Council a certified copy of the Official Plan.
Sec. 27-177.01. - Effect of an approved Official Plan.
Grading, building, and use and occupancy permits shall be issued only in accordance with the approved Official
Plan, and all development and use shall be as shown on the plan. Any departure from the plan shall be cause for
revocation of a building permit or denial of a use and occupancy permit, unless the plan is amended in
accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 27-158.
(CB-134-1988)
Sec. 27-178. - Amendment of Official Plan.
An Official Plan may be amended in accordance with Section 27-158.
SUBDIVISION 3. - COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN ZONES.
Sec. 27-179. - Applications.
(a)
General.
(1)
An application for a Zoning Map Amendment to a Comprehensive Design Zone shall be filed with the Planning
Board by the owner (or his authorized representative) of the property. The Planning Board may also accept an
application for a Comprehensive Design Zone when either:
(A)
A single private owner (or authorized agent) applies for a Comprehensive Design Zone for several adjacent
properties, with the written consent of all property owners involved, and evidence of the consent is filed with the
application; or
(B)
A public planning or development agency, or Prince George's County, Maryland, applies for a Comprehensive
Design Zone with the written consent of the owners of all properties involved, and evidence of the consent is
filed with the application.
(2)
The District Council may suspend the filing of applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that it is
appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
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(3)
No application shall be filed requesting more than one (1) zone.
(4)
All applications shall be on forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(5)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(6)
The reclassification, through a Zoning Map Amendment, of property located partially or completely within the
Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone to a Comprehensive Design Zone is prohibited.
(b)
Contents of application form.
(1)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The existing and requested zoning classifications of the property;
(C)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(D)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(E)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, and plat book and page number, if any; or a description
of its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(F)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property, except as provided for in Subsection
(a), above. Applications for property owned by a corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for
the corporation; and
(G)
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The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(c)
Other submission requirements.
(1)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(A)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record, or subdivision lot and block numbers, of adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and present right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the
property is not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest
intersecting street shall be indicated;
(iv)
The (subdivision) lot and block number of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of all existing buildings on the property;
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red; and
(ix)
If a designated Historic Site is located within the subject property, the boundaries of the established
environmental setting shall be identified.
(B)
Four (4) copies of the appropriate Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red;
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(C)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, and factual reasons showing why approval
of the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare. This statement may be
accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or
emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(D)
A reproducible copy of a Basic Plan. The Basic Plan shall include the following, presented in a general,
schematic manner:
(i)
Existing streams and their associated buffers; nontidal wetlands and their associated buffers; slopes greater or
equal to fifteen percent (15%); and the one-hundred (100) year floodplain;
(ii)
The general types of land uses proposed (such as residential, commercial-retail, commercial-office, institutional,
and industrial), the delineation of general development envelopes, and in the Village Zones, designation of the
required land use areas;
(iii)
The range of dwelling unit densities and commercial or industrial intensities proposed;
(iv)
General vehicular and pedestrian circulation pattern and general location of major access points;
(v)
Areas not proposed to be developed with residential, commercial, institutional, or industrial uses;
(vi)
The relationship of the proposed development on the subject property to existing and planned development on
surrounding properties; and
(vii)
A forest stand delineation prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual.
(E) 1
Where the application requests the M-A-C, L-A-C, V-L, V-M, or E-I-A Zone, or is for rezoning of one hundred
(100) or more acres to the R-L, R-S, R-M, or R-U Zone, the applicant shall submit an estimated construction
schedule setting forth the following:
(i)
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The proposed construction expected to occur within the first six (6) years after the Map Amendment is
approved. Supporting evidence shall also be submitted which shows that the proposed construction will not
exceed the capacity of existing public facilities, and public facilities scheduled for construction within the six (6)
year period, to reasonably accommodate the development;
(ii)
The estimated construction which is proposed to occur beyond the first six (6) years. Supporting evidence shall
be submitted which shows what additional public facilities (not scheduled for construction within the first six (6)
years) will be necessary for the ultimate development of the project. The applicant shall evaluate the public
facilities shown on the Adopted and Approved Master Plan or any Functional Master Plan for the area, for the
full development of the area as recommended by the Plans, and shall take into consideration any known changes
that have taken place in development since the Plans were approved. The applicant shall also consider the
probability of public facilities being available within the first twenty (20) years after the requested zoning is
approved, or the estimated completion date if less than twenty (20) years;
(F) 1
An economic analysis justifying any proposed retail sales area, except in the case of an application for the M-AC Zone;
(G)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(H)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(I)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(J)
A list containing the names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and the owners of those properties
directly across a street, alley, or stream, and each municipality if any part of the property in the application is
located within the municipal boundaries, or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality, and a set of
preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels.
(K)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
Planning Board (submitted in triplicate).
(2)
For the purposes of (G), (H), and (I), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser.
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(3)
If the applicant elects to submit a Comprehensive Design Plan or Specific Design Plan for concurrent
consideration with the Basic Plan, the Plans shall be submitted in accordance with Part 8, Division 4.
(CB-120-1984; CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-75-1989; CB-120-1989; CB-128-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-531991; CB-71-1991; CB-95-1991; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-42-2015)
Footnote 1: Does not apply to Comprehensive Design Zone applications filed before October 31, 1978. Prior to
this date, an economic analysis, justifying any proposed retail sales areas for local, neighborhood, convenience,
or community commercial centers, needed to be submitted.
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-180. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-181. - Amendment of applications.
(a)
Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments which change the requested zoning classification shall be accompanied by a new (revised)
justification statement. The amendment shall also be the subject of a new (revised) Technical Staff Report or a
statement by the Technical Staff that a new (revised) report is unnecessary. Requests received prior to the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively granted. Where the Technical Staff
recommends an amendment, the applicant may request the amendment within fifteen (15) days after the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report, in which case the request shall be administratively granted. If
either the amendment is different than the one recommended by the staff or the fifteen (15) days have lapsed, the
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request shall be directed to the Planning Board prior to or on the date on which it first hears the application, or
within ten (10) days after the date the Planning Board recommends the amendment. The amendment shall not be
permitted if more than ten (10) days have elapsed since the date of the Planning Board's recommendation.
(4)
Notification of any amendments made shall be furnished to all persons who have requested (in writing) a copy
of the Technical Staff Report and all persons of record not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the District
Council hearing.
(CB-120-1984; CB-18-1990)
Sec. 27-182. - Withdrawal.
(a)
Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-183 shall not apply.
(e)
Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted and the provisions of Section 27-183 shall apply.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-183. - Reapplication.
No new Zoning Map Amendment application may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have elapsed
after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications on the same
land have been acted upon, four (4) years must elapse before another application on the same land may be filed.
No land shall be the subject of two (2) applications for Zoning Map Amendment at the same time.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-184. - Joint applications.
An application for a Map Amendment may be filed or considered at the same time that a Special Exception
application on the same land is filed or considered.
(CB-120-1984)
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Sec. 27-185. - Hearing date.
(a)
Hearing date established.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing.
(b)
Request to delay hearing.
(1)
Should the Planning Board determine that it is in the public interest to delay the hearing date, the Planning
Board may request, prior to the submission date (Section 27-186(a)), that the Council approve the delay. The
request shall be in writing, with a copy to the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The District Council may approve the
request (by administrative action) and notify the Zoning Hearing Examiner to redesignate the hearing to another
specified date.
(2)
The People's Zoning Counsel or any person of record may request the continuance of a hearing under this
Section. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall grant a continuance if a required Technical Staff Report has not
been filed at least thirty (30) days before the scheduled hearing. If a continuance is granted for this reason, the
Zoning Hearing Examiner may not hear the case until at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report
has been filed.
(CB-123-1986)
Sec. 27-186. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-187. - Map Amendment application file.
(a)
Transmittal.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original copy of the application, plans, maps,
specifications, Technical Staff Report, and all other data, materials, and record evidence (to date) pertaining to
the requested Map Amendment, shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District Council.
(b)
Public examination.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Map Amendment application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Planning Board. This copy may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of its contents may be obtained at a reasonable cost.
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Sec. 27-188. - Referral to Historic Preservation Commission.
(a)
Referral.
(1)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan (except the
White Farm identified as Site Number 7306 on the Plan) is located on the subject property, the application shall
be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, as soon as feasible after filing.
(b)
Recommendation.
(1)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
forty-five (45) days after the date the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation
Commission to submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of
the Map Amendment, as requested.
Sec. 27-189. - Technical Staff Report.
(a)
In connection with each application, a report by the Technical Staff shall be submitted to the Planning Board for
its review. The report shall contain the following:
(1)
The staff's recommendation;
(2)
A delineation of the approximate area of the neighborhood, which shall be shown on either a Zoning Map, aerial
photograph, or sketch map;
(3)
A description of land use and zoning in the neighborhood; and
(4)
In cases where the staff recommends a zone different than that requested, an analysis of the alternative zone
recommended.
(b)
The technical staff report shall be published on the Planning Board website. Any person may request a copy of
the technical staff report sent by first class mail. A reasonable fee may be charged to cover the costs of postage
and copying. A copy of the report shall be included in the record.
(c)
The technical staff report shall contain the date of the Planning Board hearing.
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(d)
The report shall be written only after the responses from public agencies and municipalities, if any (Section 27190), have been received.
(CB-97-2015)
Sec. 27-190. - Referral to public agencies.
(a)
Prior to the preparation of the Technical Staff Report, the Staff shall transmit copies of the proposal to all public
agencies and municipalities with operational or planning responsibility over the subject property, with a request
to review the application and advise the Planning Board (within sixty (60) days) of:
(1)
The estimated public service needs generated by the proposal; and
(2)
The estimated public facilities needed (including the capital cost) to serve the subject property and its environs.
(b)
If an application is proposed to be amended, copies of the revised proposals shall be transmitted to the same
public agencies and municipalities, as in the case of the original, unless the Planning Board finds that the
transmittal is unnecessary.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-191. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
Each application requesting a Comprehensive Design Zone shall be reviewed by the Planning Board, who shall
also make a recommendation on the case.
(b)
The Planning Board hearing date shall be at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report is published.
The Board shall notify (in writing) all persons of record, and all other persons who requested (in writing) a copy
of the Technical Staff Report, of the hearing date.
(c)
Prior to or at the Planning Board's hearing, the applicant and any other person may submit written responses to
the Technical Staff Report, together with any supporting material. If it is not foldable, the material shall be not
larger than eighteen (18) inches by twenty-four (24) inches. The responses and attachments shall become a part
of the record that will be forwarded to the District Council.
(d)
The following procedures shall be observed by the Planning Board:
(1)
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No one shall present evidence after the hearing is concluded, unless a rehearing is ordered.
(2)
All hearings shall be open to the public.
(3)
The Planning Board shall make its recommendation only on the basis of the record before it.
(4)
Any action shall be by a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(5)
The resolution shall be transmitted to the District Council, together with the original application and the all other
record material pertaining to the Zoning Map Amendment application.
(6)
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Board meeting shall be available for public inspection. The minutes may
be copied by anyone during normal working hours.
(CB-120-1984)
Sec. 27-192. - Recommendation of Planning Board.
(a)
After the hearing is concluded, the Planning Board shall prepare a written recommendation. The
recommendation shall be in the form of a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(b)
The Planning Board shall send copies of the resolution to the District Council and all persons of record.
(c)
The Planning Board may recommend to the District Council that the application (including the Basic Plan) be
approved, approved with modification or conditions, or denied. A recommendation for approval shall address
the land use types, land use relationships, and maximum and minimum land use quantities, as well as the base
density. The Planning Board may also recommend that certain planning or development matters (known as
"considerations") be considered at the time the Comprehensive and Specific Design Plans are reviewed. In
making its recommendation, the Planning Board shall find that the applicant has demonstrated that the entire
development, and any proposed stage thereof, meets all of the criteria for District Council approval of the
application (Section 27-195).
(d)
The finding by the Planning Board of adequate public facilities at this time shall not prevent the Planning Board
from later changing this finding during its review of Comprehensive Design Plans, Specific Design Plans, or
subdivision plats. The Planning Board shall, at each phase of Plan or subdivision review, find that the staging of
development will not be an unreasonable burden on available public facilities or violate the planning and
development considerations set forth by the Council in the approval of the Basic Plan.
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(CB-84-1990; CB-30-1996; CB-47-1996)
Editor's note— CB-122-1986 provided that these requirements (Subsection (c) and, with regard to public
facilities, (d)) only apply to Comprehensive Design Zone applications filed after October 31, 1978.
Sec. 27-193. - Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
Where the Zoning Hearing Examiner is authorized to conduct a public hearing, he shall do so in accordance with
Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-194. - District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
Whenever the District Council conducts a public hearing, it shall do so in accordance with Part 3, Division 1,
Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-195. - Map Amendment approval.
(a)
In general.
(1)
The District Council may approve or deny the application (including the Basic Plan). Approval shall be an
approval of the general land use types; range of dwelling unit densities, including the base, minimum, and
maximum densities; and commercial/industrial intensities, general circulation pattern, general location of major
access points and land use relationships shown on the Basic Plan. Whenever an applicant designates a limitation
of uses within an application, the District Council may approve specific land use types and their general
locations within the development, in accordance with the applicant's designation, as part of its approval of the
Basic Plan, in order to ensure overall compatibility of land use types within the proposed development and with
surrounding land uses. Such an approval by the District Council shall become a part of the approved Basic Plan.
The District Council may also specify certain planning and development matters (known as "considerations") for
the Planning Board and Technical Staff to consider in later Comprehensive Design Plan, Specific Design Plan,
or subdivision plat review. The specifics of the considerations shall be followed, unless there is a clear showing
that the requirement is unreasonable under the circumstances.
(2)
The finding by the Council of adequate public facilities shall not prevent the Planning Board from changing or
modifying this finding during its review of Comprehensive Design Plans, Specific Design Plans, or subdivision
plats. The Planning Board shall, at each phase of plan or subdivision review, find that the staging of
development will not be an unreasonable burden on available public facilities or violate the planning and
development considerations set forth by the District Council in the approval of the Basic Plan.
(3)
Where the property proposed for the Zoning Map Amendment is located within the Resource Conservation
Overlay Zone, no Comprehensive Design Zone shall be granted for the subject property.
(4)
In the approval of a Basic Plan in the V-M and V-L Zones, the District Council shall find that a variety of types
of dwelling units shall be constructed at each stage of development, and that the storefront, civic, and
recreational uses are staged to coincide with the initial stages of development.
(b)
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Criteria for approval.
(1)
Prior to the approval of the application and the Basic Plan, the applicant shall demonstrate, to the satisfaction of
the District Council, that the entire development meets the following criteria:
(A)
The proposed Basic Plan shall either conform to:
(i)
The specific recommendation of a General Map plan, Area Master Plan map, or urban renewal plan map; or the
principles and guidelines of the plan text which address the design and physical development of the property, the
public facilities necessary to serve the proposed development, and the impact which the development may have
on the environment and surrounding properties;
(ii)
The principles and guidelines described in the Plan (including the text) with respect to land use, the number of
dwelling units, intensity of nonresidential buildings, and the location of land uses; or
(iii)
The regulations applicable to land zoned R-S and developed with uses permitted in the E-I-A Zone as authorized
pursuant to Section 27-515(b) of this Code.
(B)
The economic analysis submitted for a proposed retail commercial area adequately justifies an area of the size
and scope shown on the Basic Plan;
(C)
Transportation facilities (including streets and public transit) (i) which are existing, (ii) which are under
construction, or (iii) for which one hundred percent (100%) of the construction funds are allocated within the
adopted County Capital Improvement Program, within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program,
or will be provided by the applicant, will be adequate to carry the anticipated traffic generated by the
development based on the maximum proposed density. The uses proposed will not generate traffic which would
lower the level of service anticipated by the land use and circulation systems shown on the approved General or
Area Master Plans, or urban renewal plans;
(D)
Other existing or planned private and public facilities which are existing, under construction, or for which
construction funds are contained in the first six (6) years of the adopted County Capital Improvement Program
(such as schools, recreation areas, water and sewerage systems, libraries, and fire stations) will be adequate for
the uses proposed;
(E)
Environmental relationships reflect compatibility between the proposed general land use types, or if identified,
the specific land use types, and surrounding land uses, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the
present and future inhabitants of the Regional District.
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(2)
Notwithstanding subparagraphs (C) and (D), above, where the application anticipates a construction schedule of
more than six (6) years (Section 27-179), public facilities (existing or scheduled for construction within the first
six (6) years) will be adequate to serve the development proposed to occur within the first six (6) years. The
Council shall also find that public facilities probably will be adequately supplied for the remainder of the
project. In considering the probability of future public facilities construction, the Council may consider such
things as existing plans for construction, budgetary constraints on providing public facilities, the public interest
and public need for the particular development, the relationship of the development to public transportation, or
any other matter that indicates that public or private funds will likely be expended for the necessary facilities.
(3)
In the case of an L-A-C Zone, the applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the District Council that any
commercial development proposed to serve a specific community, village, or neighborhood is either:
(A)
Consistent with the General Plan, an Area Master Plan, or a public urban renewal plan; or
(B)
No larger than needed to serve existing and proposed residential development within the community, village, or
neighborhood.
(4)
In the case of a V-M or V-L Zone, the applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the District Council that
the commercial development proposed to serve the village is no larger than needed to serve existing and
proposed residential development within and immediately surrounding the village, within the parameters of
Section 27-514.03(d)(1)(A).
(c)
Conditional approval.
(1)
When it approves the Zoning Map Amendment, the District Council may impose reasonable requirements and
safeguards (in the form of conditions) which it finds are necessary to either:
(A)
Protect surrounding properties from the adverse effects which might accrue from the Zoning Map Amendment;
or
(B)
Further enhance the coordinated, harmonious, and systematic development of the Regional District.
(2)
In no case shall these conditions waive or lessen the requirements of, or prohibit uses allowed in, the approved
zone, except as provided in subparagraph (a)(1), above.
(3)
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All building plans shall list the conditions and shall show how the proposed development complies with them.
(4)
Conditions imposed by the District Council shall become a permanent part of the Zoning Map Amendment, and
shall be binding for as long as the approved zone remains in effect on the property (unless amended by the
Council).
(5)
If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall have ninety (90) days from the date of approval to accept or reject
the rezoning as conditionally approved. He shall advise (in writing) the Council, accordingly. If the applicant
accepts the conditions, the Council shall enter an order acknowledging the acceptance, and approving the Map
Amendment, at which time the Council's action shall be final. Failure to advise the Council shall be considered a
rejection of the conditions. Rejection shall void the Map Amendment and revert the property to its prior zoning
classification. The Council shall enter an order acknowledging the rejection, voiding its previous decision, and
reverting the property to its prior zoning classification, at which time the Council's action shall be final.
(6)
All Zoning Map Amendments which are approved subject to conditions, shall be shown on the Zoning Map with
the letter "C" after the application number.
(d)
Noncompliance with conditions.
(1)
All conditions imposed shall be mandatory. The failure to comply with any condition shall constitute a zoning
violation and shall be grounds for the Council to:
(A)
Annul the Map Amendment;
(B)
Revoke a use and occupancy permit;
(C)
Institute appropriate civil or criminal proceedings; or
(D)
Institute any other action necessary to obtain compliance.
(2)
Before the District Council annuls an approved conditional Zoning Map Amendment, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall hold a public hearing, in accordance with Section 27-129, and transmit a written
recommendation on the matter. The following procedures shall be followed:
(A)
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A petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement (or his designee) requesting the Council to annul the Zoning Map Amendment.
The petition shall state the reasons for the request. At the same time, a copy of the petition shall be sent to the
Planning Board.
(B)
The Planning Board shall submit a written recommendation on the petition to the District Council.
(C)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(D)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(E)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(e)
Approval of a zone different from that requested.
(1)
The District Council may approve a less intense zone than that requested by the applicant for any part of the
property involved in the application.
(2)
If the subject property is located within the boundaries of a municipality, a less intense zone may only be
approved if there was testimony on the less intense zone before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and an
opportunity given for the municipality to make a recommendation. If there was no such testimony or
opportunity, the application shall be remanded to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for this purpose (Section 27133). Upon remand, the Hearing Examiner shall notify all persons of record and any municipality in which the
property is located. The Hearing Examiner shall conduct such further hearings if the case warrants.
(f)
Effect on Special Exceptions.
(1)
When any land upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to a zoning category different
from that in which it was classified at the time the Special Exception was approved, the following shall apply:
(A)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use requires the approval of a Special Exception in the new zone,
and all specific Special Exception requirements governing the use are the same in both zones, the Special
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Exception, as approved, shall remain in full force and effect.
(B)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zoning category, or requires approval
of a Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special
Exception has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the use may
continue as a nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle relative to nonconforming
uses, the use and development authorized under this subparagraph shall be subject to Part 4, Division 1,
Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12.
(C)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zoning category, or requires approval
of a Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special
Exception has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the
new zone shall apply to the use and development of the property.
(D)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the new zone without the approval of a Special
Exception, the Special Exception shall not terminate, and the provisions of Part 4, Division 1, Subdivisions 10,
11, and 12 shall remain in effect. However, when a Specific Design Plan for the Comprehensive Design Zone is
approved by the Planning Board for the subject property, the special exception shall terminate and all provisions
of the new zone shall apply to further use and development of the property.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-122-1986; CB-72-1987; CB-18-1990; CB-36-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-53-1991;
CB-10-1992; CB-56-1993; CB-30-1996; CB-47-1996; CB-1-2004; CB-29-2014; CB-22-2020)
Sec. 27-196. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-197. - Amendment of approved Basic Plan.
(a)
(1)
If an amendment of an approved Basic Plan involves a change in land area or an increase in land use density or
intensity for the overall area included in the approved Basic Plan, the Plan shall be amended only in accordance
with all the provisions of this Subdivision which apply to the initial approval of the Basic Plan by Zoning Map
Amendment application, except as provided in this Section.
(2)
If an amendment to a Basic Plan involves adding new land to the Basic Plan and there is no increase in the
number of dwelling units from that previously approved, any determinations or conditions of the approved Basic
Plan regarding adequate public facilities or Moderately Priced Dwelling Units shall not be subject to another
review.
(3)
If an amendment to a Basic Plan involves adding new land to the Basic Plan and there is no increase in the
number of dwelling units from that previously approved, part or all of the previously approved number of
dwelling units may be placed on the new land, if the density on the new land is no greater than that shown on the
approved Basic Plan, without being limited by the base or maximum densities for the zone.
(4)
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Until December 31, 2002, the Planning Director may approve administratively, as a minor amendment, an
amendment to an approved Basic Plan for property zoned M-A-C which:
(A)
Adds abutting property to the land covered by the Basic Plan, but does not increase total land area by more than
five percent (5%) or five (5) acres, whichever is less, or changes the designated use from Office to Hotel;
(B)
Creates a more logical and orderly configuration of the land area in the approved Basic Plan; and
(C)
Does not increase the number of dwelling units or the square footage shown on the approved Basic Plan.
(5)
Until June 30, 2003, the Planning Director may approve administratively, as a minor amendment, an amendment
to an approved Basic Plan for property zoned R-L or R-S which:
(A)
Deletes property from the land covered by the Basic Plan, by condemnation or threat of condemnation, but does
not decrease total land area by more than twenty-five percent (25%) or sixty acres, whichever is greater.
(B)
Creates a more logical and orderly configuration of the land area in the approved Basic Plan; and
(C)
Does not increase the number of dwelling units or the square footage shown on the approved Basic Plan.
(6)
If the Planning Director approves a minor amendment to an approved Basic Plan under Subsection (a)(4) or (a)
(5), the owner shall submit, and the Planning Director may approve, amendments to approved Comprehensive
Design Plans and Specific Design Plans, to bring them into conformance with the approved Basic Plan
amendment. All existing conditions shall apply to the new Basic Plan area, excluding the deleted land area
described in Subsection (a)(5).
(7)
An amendment to a Basic Plan for a Golf Course Conference/Hotel Complex may be approved by the Planning
Board in accordance with Sections 27-525, 27-526, 27-527.01 and the site shall be posted with a sign or signs at
least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing. A final action by the Planning Board may be appealed within thirty
(30) days after the action is taken by any party of record who is aggrieved by the action to the Circuit Court
pursuant to the Maryland Rules of Procedure governing appeals of administrative decisions. A minor revision to
the approved Comprehensive Design Plan to bring it into conformance with the approved Basic Plan amendment
may be approved concurrently.
(8)
If an amendment to an approved Basic Plan, or a portion thereof, is for the purpose of including a Planned
Environmental Preservation Community, the Plan may be amended in accordance with the requirements of
2435/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Subsection (c), below.
(b)
An amendment of an approved Basic Plan which results in dividing a single approved Basic Plan into two (2) or
more separate Basic Plans may be approved by the District Council where significant changes in circumstances
with regard to the approved Basic Plan have created practical difficulties for the applicant to the extent that,
unless the Basic Plan is amended to separate a specified amount of land area, the applicant will be unable to
proceed to the Comprehensive Design Plan phase. An amendment will not be granted where the practical
difficulty is self-created or self-imposed, or where the applicant had knowledge of, and control over, the
changing circumstances and the problems bringing about the practical difficulty at the time the Basic Plan was
approved. The following procedures shall apply to consideration of any such amendment in lieu of the
requirements of Subsection (c), below:
(1)
The applicant shall file the request in triplicate with the Clerk of the Council. The petition shall be accompanied
by a new reproducible copy of the proposed new Basic Plan graphic showing how the Basic Plan is to be divided
and any other proposed revisions, three (3) copies of the proposed new Basic Plan Text if any, and the names and
addresses of the current owners of the property separated by the proposed amendment. The Clerk's office shall
advise the applicant in writing that the Technical Staff has found that the request is complete.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council shall refer copies of the request and accompanying documents to the Planning Board
and to the People's Zoning Counsel. The Planning Board and the People's Zoning Counsel shall submit any
comments which they have on the request to the District Council, the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the petitioner,
and all persons of record in the original Zoning Map Amendment application. The comments shall be submitted
not later than sixty (60) days after the date the petition is referred, unless such deadline is waived in writing by
the applicant.
(3)
Within one hundred twenty (120) days after referral of the petition to the Planning Board and People's Zoning
Counsel, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing on the petition. The hearing shall be held
in accordance with Section 27-129. The hearing shall not be held until after the sixty (60) day review period has
expired, unless both the Planning Board and People's Zoning Counsel have submitted their comments.
(4)
In approving the petition, the applicant shall establish, and the District Council shall find, that:
(A)
The approval of the amended Basic Plan will not result in a change in land area, or an increase in land use
density or intensity, for the overall area included in the original, approved Basic Plan;
(B)
The approval of the amended Basic Plan will not significantly impair the character of the original, approved
Basic Plan with respect to land uses, density ranges, unit types, circulation, accessibility, public facilities, public
benefit features, and open space;
(C)
The proposed amended Basic Plan conforms to the requirements of Section 27-195(b);
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(D)
The separate Basic Plans that result will be capable of standing by themselves as individual, cohesive
developments;
(E)
Any staging of development that was required in the approval of the original Basic Plan, and that is still
appropriate, is included as part of the amended Basic Plan; and
(F)
No owner of any land which is included in the original, approved Basic Plan will, by the approval of the
proposed amended Basic Plan, be denied reasonable use of his property.
(5)
Within thirty (30) days from the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written
recommendation with the District Council, unless such deadline is waived in writing by the applicant.
(6)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(7)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(8)
If the Council does not act within forty-five (45) days of the filing of the written recommendation, the petition
shall be considered to have been denied.
(c)
If an amendment of an approved Basic Plan does not involve a change in land area or an increase in land use
density or intensity, is for the purpose of adding a Planned Environmental Preservation Community, or is for the
purpose of allowing uses permitted in the E-I-A Zone on land in the R-S Zone pursuant to Section 27-515(b) of
this Code, the Plan may be amended by the Council in accordance with the following procedures:
(1)
The applicant shall file the request (in triplicate) with the Clerk of the Council. The petition shall be
accompanied by a new reproducible copy of the proposed new Basic Plan (graphic only) or three (3) copies of
the proposed new Basic Plan Text (as necessary depending on the amendment proposed). The Clerk's office shall
advise the applicant (in writing) that the Technical Staff has found that the request is complete. If an amendment
to an approved Basic Plan is proposed for the purpose of adding a Planned Environmental Preservation
Community, the applicant must hold a meeting to solicit public comment on the Plan for the purpose of
incorporating comments concerning use, design, and density, to the extent possible, into the Plan. The applicant
shall send by certified mail notice of the date, time, place and subject matter of the meeting to all adjoining
property owners, including owners whose properties lie directly across a street, alley, or stream, to all persons of
record in the original application, and to every municipality located within one (1) mile of the applicant's
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property. Evidence that the applicant has complied with this requirement shall be provided prior to the
acceptance of the applicant's petition by the Clerk of the Council.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council shall refer copies of the request and accompanying documents to the Planning Board
and to the People's Zoning Counsel. The Planning Board and the People's Zoning Counsel shall submit any
comments which they have on the request to the Council, the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the petitioner, and all
persons of record in the original Zoning Map Amendment application. The comments shall be submitted not
later than sixty (60) days after the date the Clerk refers the petition to them, unless such deadline is waived in
writing by the applicant.
(3)
Within one hundred twenty (120) days after referral of the petition to the Planning Board and People's Zoning
Counsel, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing on the petition. The hearing shall be held
in accordance with Section 27-129. The hearing shall not be held until after the sixty (60) day review period has
expired, unless both the Planning Board and People's Zoning Counsel have submitted their comments.
(4)
Within thirty (30) days from the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written
recommendation with the District Council, unless such deadline is waived in writing by the applicant.
(5)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(6)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(7)
In approving the petition, the District Council shall find that the requirements of Section 27-195(b) have been
met. If the Council does not act within forty-five (45) days of the filing of the written recommendation, the
petition shall be considered to have been denied.
(CB-31-1986; CB-84-1990; CB-56-1993; CB-100-1993; CB-47-1996; CB-20-2001; CB-61-2001; CB-23-2002;
CB-36-2002; CB-45-2002; CB-1-2004; CB-16-2004; CB-22-2020)
Sec. 27-198. - Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plans.
(a)
If the subject property was placed in the V-M or V-L Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment without a Basic
Plan, the applicant shall submit a Basic Plan for consideration and approval prior to, or concurrently with, the
application for a Comprehensive Design Plan.
(b)
Where the applicant submits a Comprehensive Design Plan, or a Comprehensive Design Plan and a Specific
Design Plan, for consideration concurrently with the application for a Zoning Map Amendment (and Basic
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Plan), these plans shall be considered in accordance with Part 8, Division 4.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)
SUBDIVISION 3A. - M-U-TC ZONE.
Sec. 27-198.01. - Applicability.
(a)
This Section contains the procedures for classifying property in the M-U-TC Zone and approval of a Town
Center Development Plan. Unless otherwise specified, these procedures take the place of any other Zoning Map
Amendment provisions contained in this Subtitle.
(b)
Any existing use which has a valid permit issued prior to the approval of a rezoning to the M-U-TC Zone shall
be considered a permitted use and shall not be considered nonconforming, provided the use has not changed to a
different use since the issuance of the permit. This provision shall apply only to the property which was the
subject of the original permit. Any expansion or exterior alteration is subject to the Town Center Development
Plan.
(CB-2-1994)
Sec. 27-198.02. - General procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board may initiate an M-U-TC Map Amendment only upon the concurrence (by resolution) of the
District Council. A municipality must also provide prior written approval if the affected area lies wholly or in
part within its boundaries.
(b)
After the Map Amendment is initiated by the Planning Board, the Technical Staff shall immediately proceed to
prepare a proposed Map Amendment. The proposal shall contain the following:
(1)
The proposed boundaries of the M-U-TC Zone, shown on the Zoning Map. The proposed boundaries shall be
continuous and shall not leave land in a different zone solely enclosed by the M-U-TC. No property located
partially or completely within the Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone shall be classified or
reclassified in the M-U-TC Zone.
(2)
A Town Center Development Plan prepared in accordance with Part 10, Division 2, Subdivision 3.
(c)
During the preparation of the proposed M-U-TC Zoning Map Amendment, the Technical Staff shall contact all
owners of land and any municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the anticipated boundaries of the proposed
M-U-TC Zone, and any municipality within one (1) mile of the anticipated boundary, to invite comments and
recommendations concerning their plans and desires for development within the proposed M-U-TC Zone. The
purpose of these mailings, and those required at the time of Planning Board and District Council hearings, is
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informational only. The failure of the Planning Board to send, or a property owner or municipality to receive, the
notice shall not invalidate the adoption or approval of the Zoning Map Amendment.
(d)
The Planning Board shall review the proposal of the Technical Staff and shall hold a public hearing on the
matter pursuant to the procedures in Section 27-198.03. After the public hearing, the Planning Board shall take
action on the proposal and shall transmit its recommendation to the District Council for another public hearing
and final action.
(e)
Upon transmittal of the recommended Zoning Map Amendment to the District Council, the Planning Board and
Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall cease accepting and processing all Zoning Map Amendment
and Special Exception applications within the boundaries of the proposed M-U-TC Zone until after final action
by the District Council on the Map Amendment. Any application pending before the District Council shall
immediately be remanded to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(CB-2-1994; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-198.03. - Specific Planning Board procedures.
(a)
Notice.
(1)
The Planning Board shall release the proposed M-U-TC Zone for public inspection at least sixty (60) days prior
to its scheduled public hearing. Written notice of the hearing shall be mailed to all property owners within the
boundaries of the proposed M-U-TC Zone and to any municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the proposed
M-U-TC Zone, or within one (1) mile of the proposed boundary, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing
date. Notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County
newspapers of record, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date. At least sixty (60) days prior to the
scheduled hearing date, a copy of the proposal shall be sent to all public agencies and municipalities with
operational or planning responsibilities within the boundaries of the proposed Zone; and to the Historic
Preservation Commission, if any property within the proposed Zone is an identified historic resource on the
Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(b)
Planning Board action.
(1)
The Planning Board may recommend approval, or approval with modifications, of the proposed M-U-TC Zone.
The Planning Board shall take action, by resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting, not more
than forty-five (45) days after the close of the hearing record. The Planning Board shall transmit its
recommendation to the District Council within one hundred five (105) days of the release for public inspection.
(CB-2-1994)
Sec. 27-198.04. - Specific District Council procedures.
(a)
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Public hearing and notice.
(1)
Except as indicated below, the District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed M-U-TC Zone within
sixty (60) days following receipt of the Planning Board's recommendation. Notice of the date, time, and place of
the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record, at least thirty (30) days
prior to the hearing date. In addition, written notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be sent to all
owners of land and any municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the proposed boundary, and to any
municipality within one (1) mile of the proposed boundary.
(b)
Amendment of Planning Board proposal.
(1)
Prior to taking final action, the District Council may propose amendments to the M-U-TC Zone recommended
by the Planning Board. The Council shall hold another public hearing on the amendments within sixty (60) days
of the first hearing, except as provided in Subsection (b)(3), below. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing,
notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing on the proposed amendments shall appear at least one (1) time
in the County newspapers of record. This same notice shall also be sent to all owners of land and any
municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the proposed boundary, and to any municipality within one (1) mile
of the proposed boundary.
(2)
All proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board when they are proposed. The Planning Board
shall submit written comments to the Council prior to, or at the time of, the public hearing on the amendments.
(3)
The District Council may amend the Planning Board's proposed M-U-TC Zone without an additional public
hearing where the amendments are only to exclude property from the proposed rezoning.
(c)
Time for final action.
(1)
The Council shall take final action on the M-U-TC Zone at any time within thirty (30) days after the close of the
final public hearing record, but not later than one hundred fifty (150) days after receipt of the recommendation
from the Planning Board. If no final action is taken within this time period, the M-U-TC Zone shall be deemed
disapproved.
(d)
Voting requirements.
(1)
The approval of an M-U-TC Zone shall be by Ordinance, and shall generally be by majority vote of the full
Council. A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the full Council shall be required to override the recommendation of
a municipality for any portion of the M-U-TC Zone which falls within the boundaries of the municipality.
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(e)
Consideration with Sectional Map Amendment.
(1)
If an M-U-TC Zone is included in an SMA transmittal by the Planning Board, the District Council decision and
any proposed amendments may be considered either in accordance with the applicable Sectional Map
Amendment process or in accordance with Section 27-198.02 after final action on the Sectional Map
Amendment.
(CB-2-1994; CB-79-2000)
Sec. 27-198.05. - Map Amendment approval; amendments.
(a)
Criteria for approval.
(1)
Prior to approving the M-U-TC Zone, the Council shall make the following findings:
(A)
The entire Map Amendment, including the Development Plan, is in conformance with the purposes and other
requirements of the M-U-TC Zone;
(B)
Adequate attention has been paid to the recommendations of Area Master Plans and the General Plan which are
found to be applicable to property within the proposed M-U-TC Zone;
(C)
An approved Master Plan recommends a mixed use town center zone or the area is demonstrated to be an older,
substantially developed mixed-use community;
(D)
The Town Center Development Plan will provide a flexible regulatory environment that will support
redevelopment and development interests in the area and protect the character of the older mixed use center; and
(E)
The M-U-TC Zone boundaries are contiguous with no land in a different zone remaining solely within the
approved M-U-TC Zone boundaries.
(b)
Notice of approval.
(1)
Notice of the approval of an M-U-TC Zone shall be published by the Clerk of the Council at least one (1) time in
the County newspapers of record, and shall be sent to the Planning Board.
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(c)
Effect on pending applications.
(1)
Approval of the M-U-TC Zoning Map Amendment by the District Council shall constitute final action on all
pending Zoning Map Amendment applications within the boundaries of the approved M-U-TC Zone.
(2)
If the District Council amends a proposed M-U-TC Zoning Map Amendment by modifying the boundaries of
the proposed Zone in a manner that excludes land which is the subject of a pending Zoning Map Amendment
application, the Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall resume the normal
processing of, or return to the District Council, the pending Zoning Map Amendment application.
(3)
If an M-U-TC Zoning Map Amendment is disapproved by the District Council, the Planning Board and Zoning
Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall resume the normal processing of, or return to the District Council, all
pending Zoning Map Amendment applications upon which processing had ceased, or which were remanded to
the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27-198.02(e).
(d)
Amendment of approved Mixed-Use Town Center Zone.
(1)
In general.
(A)
A request to change the boundaries of an approved M-U-TC Zone, or to amend an approved Town Center
Development Plan, may be made by a property owner or any municipality within which any portion of the zone
is located. The request shall be in the form of an application.
(B)
Amendments to change the boundaries of an M-U-TC Zone shall be approved by the District Council in
accordance with the provisions of this Subdivision for initial approval.
(2)
Application.
(A)
In general.
(i)
An application for an amendment to the M-U-TC Zone shall be filed with the Planning Board by the owner (or
authorized representative) of the property or a municipality. The District Council may suspend the filing of
applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that it is appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
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(ii)
All applications shall be on the forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(iii)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(3)
Contents of application forms.
(A)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(i)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(ii)
The existing and requested zoning classifications of the property;
(iii)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(iv)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(v)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, plat book and page number, if any; or a description of
its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(vi)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation; and
(vii)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(4)
Other submission requirements.
(A)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
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(i)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(aa)
The present configuration of the M-U-TC Zone, including bearings and distances (in feet), and the proposed
configuration of the M-U-TC Zone property, including bearings and distances (in feet), if applicable;
(bb)
The names of owners of record, or subdivision lot and block numbers, of adjoining properties;
(cc)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is
not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest intersecting street
shall be indicated;
(dd)
The subdivision lot and block numbers of the subject property (if any);
(ee)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(ff)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(gg)
The location of all existing buildings on the property; and
(hh)
The subject property outlined in red;
(ii)
Four (4) copies of the appropriate Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red;
(iii)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, a description of the existing components of
the Town Center Development Plan and proposed changes thereto, and factual reasons showing why approval of
the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare. This statement may be accompanied
by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or emphasize the
typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen (18) by twentyfour (24) inches;
(iv)
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A statement listing the names and the business and residential addresses of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(v)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the dates on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(vi)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of corporate
security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(vii)
The proposed amendment to be appended to or incorporated into the Town Center Development Plan. The
proposed amendment shall include (at least) the same detail as found in the approved plan;
(viii)
A list containing the names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and the owners of those properties
directly across a street, alley, or stream, and each municipality if any part of the property in the application is
located within the municipal boundaries, or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality, and a set of
preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels;
(ix)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council or the Planning Board
(submitted in triplicate).
(B)
For the purposes of (iv), (v), and (vi), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser.
(5)
Procedure.
(A)
After the request is accepted, it shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff and processed in accordance with
Section 27-198.02, as if it were an original M-U-TC Amendment initiated by the Planning Board.
(B)
Any municipality within which a portion of the zone is located shall be notified of the request within ten (10)
days of its acceptance.
(CB-2-1994; CB-15-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-12-2003)
SUBDIVISION 4. - M-X-T AND M-X-C ZONES.
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Sec. 27-199. - Applications.
(a)
General.
(1)
An application for a Zoning Map Amendment to a Mixed Use Zone shall be filed with the Planning Board by
the owner (or authorized representative) of the property. The District Council may suspend the filing of
applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that it is appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
(2)
No application shall be filed requesting more than one (1) zone.
(3)
All applications shall be on the forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(4)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(5)
Where the property proposed for the Zoning Map Amendment is located within the Resource Conservation
Overlay Zone or within a Safety Zone of the Military Installation Overlay Zone, no Mixed Use Zone shall be
granted for the subject property.
(b)
Contents of application form.
(1)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The existing and requested zoning classifications of the property;
(C)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(D)
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The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(E)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, and plat book and page number, if any; or a description
of the acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(F)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation must be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation;
(G)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(c)
Other submission requirements.
(1)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(A)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. This
plat shall show:
(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record, or subdivision lot and block numbers, of adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is
not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest intersecting street
shall be indicated;
(iv)
The (subdivision) lot and block numbers of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
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The location of all existing buildings on the property; and
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red.
(B)
Four (4) copies of the appropriate Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red;
(C)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, and factual reasons showing why approval
of the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare. This statement may be
accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or
emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(D)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(E)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(F)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(G)
A list containing the names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and the owners of those properties
directly across a street, alley, or stream, and each municipality if any part of the property in the application is
located within the municipal boundaries, or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality, and a set of
preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels;
(H)
For the M-X-T Zone, supporting evidence which shows whether the proposed development will exceed the
capacity of transportation facilities that are existing, are under construction, or for which one hundred percent
(100%) of construction funds are allocated within the adopted County Capital Improvement Program and/or
within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program;
(I)
For the M-X-C Zone, supporting evidence which shows that the transportation facilities (including streets and
public transit) which are existing, under construction, or which are provided for in an adopted and approved
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Master Plan or the General Plan, or which will be otherwise provided, will be adequate to carry anticipated
traffic;
(J)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
the Planning Board (submitted in triplicate);
(K)
For the M-X-C Zone, fifteen (15) copies of a Preliminary Development Plan for the property. The Preliminary
Development Plan shall include a generalized drawing or series of drawings, generally of a scale not less than
one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet, illustrating the proposed development with accompanying
descriptive material setting forth:
(i)
The major planning assumptions and objectives, including the method of assuring that Community Use Areas
will be permanently maintained and devoted to Community Use Area uses, such as through recorded covenants
and declarations creating use restrictions and community associations;
(ii)
The proposed general layout of major roads and highways;
(iii)
A statement of the number of acres within the application intended to be devoted to:
(aa)
Residential Areas, broken down into the number of acres to be used for each of the following specific
Residential Use Areas:
Single-Family - Low Density;
Single-Family - Medium Density;
Other Residential;
(bb)
Nonresidential Areas; and
(cc)
Community Use Areas.
(iv)
The general location of the areas referred to in subparagraph (K)(iii), above, including proposed sites for
recreational uses, schools, parks, and other public, institutional, or homeowner uses, and the location of any
retail centers in relationship to residential areas;
(v)
A description of the proposed drainage, water supply, sewerage, and other utilities;
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(vi)
A statement of the proposed maximum density of the proposed development, expressed in terms of the average
number of dwelling units per gross acre;
(vii)
Existing streams and their associated buffers; nontidal wetlands and their associated buffers; slopes greater or
equal to fifteen percent (15%); and the one-hundred (100) year floodplain;
(viii)
A proposal for the submission of the signage program required by Section 27-546.04(j);
(ix)
A proposal for the submission of an integrated public street system required by Section 27-546.04(i);
(x)
A justification of the amount of land proposed for commercial activities.
(2)
For the purposes of (D), (E), and (F), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser.
(CB-107-1984; CB-120-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-72-1987; CB-128-1989; CB-66-1990; CB-95-1991; CB-631992; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-200. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-201. - Amendment of applications.
(a)
Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
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Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments which change the requested zoning classification shall be accompanied by a new (revised)
justification statement. The amendment shall also be the subject of a new (revised) Technical Staff Report or a
statement by the Technical Staff that a new (revised) report is unnecessary. Requests received prior to the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively granted. Where the Technical Staff
recommends an amendment, the applicant may request the amendment within fifteen (15) days after the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report, in which case the request shall be administratively granted. If
the Planning Board decides to hear a case, and either the amendment is different than the one recommended by
the staff or the fifteen (15) days have lapsed, the amendment request shall be directed to the Planning Board
prior to or on the date on which it first hears the application, or within ten (10) days after the date the Planning
Board recommends the amendment. The amendment shall not be permitted if more than ten (10) days have
elapsed since the date of the Planning Board's recommendation.
(4)
Notification of any amendments made shall be furnished to any person who has requested (in writing) a copy of
the Technical Staff Report.
Sec. 27-202. - Withdrawal.
(a)
Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-203 shall not apply.
(e)
Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted, and the provisions of Section 27-203 shall apply.
Sec. 27-203. - Reapplication.

2452/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

No new Zoning Map Amendment application may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have elapsed
after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications on the same
land have been acted upon, a period of four (4) years must elapse before another application for the same land
may be filed. No land shall be the subject of two (2) applications for Zoning Map Amendment at the same time.
(CB-120-1984)
Editor's note— The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions
of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
Sec. 27-204. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-205. - Hearing date.
(a)
Hearing date established.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing.
(b)
Request to delay hearing.
(1)
Should the Planning Board determine that it is in the public interest to delay the hearing date, the Planning
Board may request, prior to the submission date (Section 27-206(a)), that the Council approve the delay. The
request shall be in writing, with a copy to the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The District Council may approve the
request (by administrative action) and notify the Zoning Hearing Examiner to redesignate the hearing to another
specified date.
(2)
The People's Zoning Counsel or any person of record may request the continuance of a hearing under this
Section. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall grant a continuance if a required Technical Staff Report has not
been filed at least thirty (30) days before the scheduled hearing. If a continuance is granted for this reason, the
Zoning Hearing Examiner may not hear the case until at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report
has been filed.
(CB-123-1986)
Sec. 27-206. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-207. - Map Amendment application file.
(a)
Transmittal.
(1)
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At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original copy of the application, plans, maps,
specifications, Technical Staff Report, and all other data, materials, and record evidence (to date) pertaining to
the requested Map Amendment shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District Council.
(b)
Public examination.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Map Amendment application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Planning Board. This copy may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of its contents may be obtained at a reasonable cost.
Sec. 27-208. - Referral to Historic Preservation Commission.
(a)
Referral.
(1)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan (except the
White Farm identified as Site Number 7306 on the Plan) is located on the subject property, the application shall
be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, as soon as feasible after filing.
(b)
Recommendation.
(1)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
forty-five (45) days after the date the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation
Commission to submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of
the Map Amendment, as requested.
Sec. 27-209. - Technical Staff Report.
(a)
In connection with each application, a report by the Technical Staff shall be submitted to the Planning Board for
its review. The report shall contain the following:
(1)
The Staff's recommendation;
(2)
A delineation of the approximate area of the neighborhood, which shall be shown on either a Zoning Map, aerial
photograph, or sketch map;
(3)
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A description of land use and zoning in the neighborhood; and
(4)
In cases where the staff recommends a zone different than that requested, an analysis of the alternative zone
recommended.
(b)
The Technical Staff Report shall be sent to all persons of record, and all other persons who request (in writing) a
copy of the report. A copy of the report shall be included in the record.
(c)
The Technical Staff Report shall advise the reader that a hearing before the Planning Board will not be held
unless the Board notifies all persons listed under Subsection (b), above.
(d)
The Technical Staff Report shall contain the date of the Planning Board meeting, during which the Board will
decide whether to hear the case.
Sec. 27-210. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board shall decide whether it will hold a hearing on each case (after receiving the Technical Staff
Report).
(b)
If the Board does not decide to hear a case within fifteen (15) days after the Technical Staff Report has been
publicly released (or at its first meeting after the release if none had occurred within the fifteen (15) days), the
Technical Staff's recommendation shall constitute the Planning Board's recommendation. In this event, the report
shall immediately be transmitted to the District Council, together with the application and all other record
material.
(c)
If the Planning Board decides to hear the case, it shall set a hearing date which shall be at least thirty (30) days
after deciding to hear the case. The Planning Board shall notify (in writing) all persons of record, and all other
persons who requested (in writing) a copy of the Technical Staff Report, of the hearing date.
(d)
Prior to or at the Planning Board's hearing, the applicant and any other person may submit written responses to
the Technical Staff Report, together with any supporting material. If it is not foldable, the material shall not be
larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches. The responses and attachments shall become a part of the
record that will be forwarded to the District Council.
(e)
The following procedures shall be observed by the Planning Board:
(1)
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No one shall present evidence after the hearing is concluded, unless a rehearing is ordered.
(2)
All hearings shall be open to the public.
(3)
The Planning Board shall make its recommendations only on the basis of the record before it.
(4)
Any action shall be by a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(5)
The resolution shall be transmitted to the District Council, together with the original application and the original
of all other record material pertaining to the Zoning Map Amendment application.
(6)
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Board meeting shall be available for public inspection. The minutes may
be copied by anyone during normal working hours.
Sec. 27-211. - Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
Where the Zoning Hearing Examiner is authorized to conduct a public hearing, he shall do so in accordance with
Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-212. - District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
Whenever the District Council conducts a public hearing (including an oral argument), it shall do so in
accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-213. - Map Amendment approval; amendments.
(a)
Criteria for approval of the M-X-T Zone.
(1)
The District Council shall only place land in the M-X-T Zone if at least one (1) of the following two (2) criteria
is met:
(A)
Criterion 1. The entire tract is located within the vicinity of either:
(i)
A major intersection or major interchange (being an intersection or interchange in which at least two (2) of the
streets forming the intersection or interchange are classified in the Master Plan as an arterial or higher classified
street reasonably expected to be in place within the foreseeable future); or
(ii)
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A major transit stop or station (reasonably expected to be in place within the foreseeable future).
(B)
Criterion 2. The applicable Master Plan recommends mixed land uses similar to those permitted in the M-X-T
Zone.
(2)
Prior to approval, the Council shall find that the proposed location will not substantially impair the integrity of
an approved General Plan, Area Master Plan, or Functional Master Plan and is in keeping with the purposes of
the M-X-T Zone. In approving the M-X-T Zone, the District Council may include guidelines to the Planning
Board for its review of the Conceptual Site Plan.
(3)
Adequate transportation facilities.
(A)
Prior to approval, the Council shall find that transportation facilities that are existing, are under construction, or
for which one hundred percent (100%) of construction funds are allocated within the adopted County Capital
Improvement Program, within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, will be funded by a
specific public facilities financing and implementation program established for the area, or provided by the
applicant, will be adequate to carry anticipated traffic for the proposed development.
(B)
The finding by the Council of adequate transportation facilities at this time shall not prevent the Planning Board
from later amending this finding during its review of subdivision plats.
(b)
Criteria for approval of the M-X-C Zone.
(1)
The District Council shall only place land in the M-X-C Zone if the following criteria are met:
(A)
The application, including the Preliminary Development Plan, shall conform to the specific recommendation of
a General Plan Map or Area Master Plan Map, or the principles and guidelines of the plan text which address the
design and physical development of the property, and recommends that the area be developed in a
comprehensive manner in a planned community that results in distinct neighborhoods or villages.
(B)
Transportation facilities (including streets and public transit) which are existing, under construction, or which
are provided for in an adopted and approved Master Plan or the General Plan, or which will be otherwise
provided, will be adequate to carry anticipated traffic.
(C)
Other private and public facilities (such as schools, recreation areas, water and sewerage systems, libraries, and
fire stations) which are existing, under construction, or which are provided for in an adopted and approved
2457/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Master Plan or the General Plan, or which will be otherwise provided, will be adequate for the uses proposed.
(D)
The land for which the approval of the M-X-C Zone is requested is not currently zoned O-S (Open Space) or RA (Residential-Agricultural), unless the land in the R-A Zone was intended for staged future development.
(2)
In approving a rezoning to the M-X-C Zone, the District Council shall also make the following findings:
(A)
The proposed plan represents a mix of uses which will support and complement the development of a balanced
community;
(B)
The proposed plan is in conformance with the purposes and other provisions of Part 10, Division 2, of this
Subtitle;
(C)
The location and size of the neighborhood center or centers are adequate to create a distinct focal point for the
community and to foster a strong sense of community identity and participation;
(D)
The open space network is sufficient to provide for the recreational and scenic needs of the residents, is well
distributed throughout the overall development, and is superior to what could be achieved under conventional
development regulations;
(E)
The open space network is designed to preserve the most sensitive and valuable environmental features;
(F)
The character of the land within the development is suitable for the uses proposed;
(G)
The proposed development plan incorporates design and planning techniques which will make it compatible
with existing and proposed development in the vicinity; and
(H)
The amount of land proposed to be used for commercial activities is adequate to serve the residents of the
community.
(3)
Upon granting an application to rezone property to the M-X-C Zone, the District Council shall also approve a
Preliminary Development Plan for all of the land included within the application.
(c)
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Conditional approval.
(1)
When it approves a Zoning Map Amendment, the District Council may impose reasonable requirements and
safeguards (in the form of conditions) which it finds are necessary to either:
(A)
Protect surrounding properties from adverse effects which might accrue from the Zoning Map Amendment; or
(B)
Further enhance the coordinated, harmonious, and systematic development of the Regional District.
(2)
In no case shall the conditions waive or lessen the requirements of, or prohibit uses allowed in, the approved
zone.
(3)
All building plans shall list the conditions and shall show how the proposed development complies with them.
(4)
Conditions imposed by the District Council shall become a permanent part of the Zoning Map Amendment, and
shall be binding for as long as the Mixed Use Zone remains in effect on the property (unless amended by the
Council).
(5)
If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall have ninety (90) days from the date of approval to accept or reject
the rezoning as conditionally approved. He shall advise (in writing) the Council accordingly. If the applicant
accepts the conditions, the Council shall enter an order acknowledging the acceptance and approving the Map
Amendment, at which time the Council's action shall be final. Failure to advise the Council shall be considered a
rejection of the conditions. Rejection shall void the Map Amendment and revert the property to its prior zoning
classification. The Council shall enter an order acknowledging the rejection, voiding its previous decision, and
reverting the property to its prior zoning classification, at which time the Council's action shall be final.
(6)
All Zoning Map Amendments which are approved subject to conditions shall be shown on the Zoning Map with
the letter "C" after the application number.
(d)
Noncompliance with conditions.
(1)
All conditions imposed shall be mandatory. The failure to comply with any condition shall constitute a zoning
violation and shall be grounds for the Council to:
(A)
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Annul the Map Amendment;
(B)
Revoke a use and occupancy permit;
(C)
Institute appropriate civil or criminal proceedings; or
(D)
Institute any other action necessary to obtain compliance.
(2)
Before the District Council annuls an approved conditional Zoning Map Amendment, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall hold a public hearing and transmit a written recommendation on the matter. The following
procedures shall be followed:
(A)
A petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement (or his designee) requesting the Council to annul the Zoning Map Amendment.
The petition shall state the reasons for the request. At the same time, a copy of the petition shall be sent to the
Planning Board.
(B)
The Planning Board shall submit a written recommendation on the petition to the Council.
(C)
The Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall publish a notice containing the date, time, and place of the
public hearing, a description of the subject property, and a description of the petition request.
(D)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(E)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(F)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(e)
Approval of a zone different from that requested.
(1)
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The District Council may approve a less intense zone than that requested by the applicant for any part of the
property involved in the application.
(2)
If the subject property is located within the boundaries of a municipality, a less intense zone may only be
approved if there was testimony on the less intense zone before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and an
opportunity given for the municipality to make a recommendation. If there was no such testimony or
opportunity, the application shall be remanded to the Zoning Hearing Examiner for this purpose (Section 27133). Upon remand, the Hearing Examiner shall notify all persons of record and any municipality in which the
property is located. The Hearing Examiner shall conduct further hearings if the case warrants.
(f)
Effect on Special Exceptions.
(1)
When any land upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to a Mixed Use Zone, the
following shall apply:
(A)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the Mixed Use Zone, and the use or
construction authorized by the Special Exception has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception
shall not terminate and the use may continue as a nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Subtitle relative to nonconforming uses, the use and development authorized under this subparagraph shall be
subject to Part 4, Division 1, Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12.
(B)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the Mixed Use Zone, and the use or
construction authorized by the Special Exception has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall
terminate, and all provisions of the Mixed Use Zone shall apply to the use and development of the property.
(C)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the Mixed Use Zone without the approval of a
Special Exception, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the provisions of Part 4, Division 1,
Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12 shall remain in effect. However, when the Detailed Site Plan for the M-X-T or the
Final Development Plan for the M-X-C Zone is approved by the Planning Board for the subject property, the
Special Exception shall terminate and all provisions of the Mixed Use Zone shall apply to further use and
development of the property.
(g)
Amendments to a Preliminary Development Plan.
(1)
Primary Amendments.
(A)
All primary amendments of approved Preliminary Development Plans shall be made in accordance with the
provisions for initial approval of the Plan.
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(B)
Primary amendments shall include the following:
(i)
Change to the boundary of the Preliminary Development Plan;
(ii)
Changes from one land use designation to another designation;
(iii)
Changes in land use location;
(iv)
Changes in land use densities or intensities in either a range or a maximum, as appropriate;
(v)
Changes in location of major access points affecting area outside the Zone; and
(vi)
Any other changes deemed as primary by the District Council at the time of approval of the Preliminary
Development Plan.
(2)
Secondary Amendments.
(A)
An application for a secondary amendment of an approved Preliminary Development Plan shall be submitted to
the Planning Board by the owner (or authorized representative) of the property within the M-X-C Zone and shall
be processed in accordance with the following regulations.
(B)
All applications shall be typed, except for signatures, submitted in triplicate, and shall include the following
information:
(i)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(ii)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(iii)
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A statement enumerating each requested change and its effect upon the remainder of development in the
approved Preliminary Development Plan;
(iv)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(v)
The property's lot and block numbers, subdivision name, plat book, and page number, if any; or a description of
its acreage with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(vi)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation;
(vii)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent;
(viii)
A statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth the legal basis by which the
requested amendment can be approved, and a description of the existing components of the Preliminary
Development Plan and proposed changes thereto. This statement may be accompanied by three (3) copies of any
material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify the typewritten statement. This additional
material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(ix)
The proposed amendment to be appended to or incorporated into the Preliminary Development Plan;
(x)
A signed certificate stating that the applicant, on or before the date of filing such application, sent by certified
mail, a copy of the application for an amendment and all accompanying documents to each municipality in
which any portion of the property which is the subject of the application is located, and each municipality
located within one (1) mile of the property which is the subject of the application. The certificate shall
specifically identify each municipality to which the application was mailed and the date it was mailed.
(C)
Upon completing an application, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs
related to processing the application. A reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board if it finds
that payment of the full amount will cause an undue hardship upon the applicant.
(D)
In addition to the filing fee, a fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be paid for the posting of each public notice
sign to be posted by the Planning Board. No part of a fee shall be refunded or waived, unless the Planning Board
determines that one of the following applies:
(i)
The fee was paid by mistake, and the applicant has requested (in writing) a refund.
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(ii)
The application is withdrawn prior to posting the sign. In this case the entire sign posting fee shall be refunded.
(E)
The Planning Board shall review the requested Secondary Amendment for compliance with this Section and
shall follow the same procedure required for the Conceptual Site Plan approval as found in Sections 27-276(a)
(1), (3), (4), (5), (6); 27-276(c)(1), (2); and 27-276(d). Review by the District Council shall follow the
procedures in Section 27-280.
(F)
The Planning Board may only approve a requested Secondary Amendment of a Preliminary Development Plan if
it makes the following findings:
(i)
The requested Secondary Amendment is in compliance with the requirements for the approval of a Preliminary
Development Plan;
(ii)
The requested Secondary Amendment is in conformance with the purposes of the Mixed Use Community Zone;
(iii)
The original intent of the Preliminary Development Plan element or mandatory requirement being amended is
still fulfilled with the approval of the requested Secondary Amendment.
(G)
Secondary amendments shall include any elements of the Preliminary Development Plan that are not provided in
subparagraph (B), above.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-66-1990; CB-63-1992; CB-56-1993; CB-1-2004; CB-78-2006; CB-29-2014)
SUBDIVISION 5. - TRANSIT DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONE.
Sec. 27-213.01. - Applicability.
This Subdivision contains the procedures for classifying property in the Transit District Overlay Zone and
approval of a Transit District Development Plan. Unless otherwise specified, these procedures take the place of
any other Zoning Map Amendment provisions contained in this Subtitle.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-213.02. - General procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board may initiate a Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment only with the concurrence
(by resolution) of the District Council, or the District Council may direct the Planning Board to initiate a Transit
District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment by resolution. Initiation shall be in accordance with the approved
planning scheduled work program and budget of the Commission.
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(b)
After the Map Amendment is initiated by the Planning Board, the Technical Staff shall immediately proceed to
prepare a proposed Map Amendment. The proposal shall contain the following:
(1)
The proposed boundaries of the Transit District Overlay Zone, shown on the Zoning Map;
(2)
A Transit District Development Plan prepared in accordance with Part 10A, Division 1, Subdivision 1;
(3)
Any proposed changes in underlying zoning categories, along with written justification for the changes.
(c)
During the preparation of the proposed Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, the Technical Staff
shall contact all owners of land, and any municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the anticipated boundaries
of the proposed Transit District, and any municipality within one (1) mile of the anticipated District boundary, to
invite comments and recommendations concerning their plans and desires for development within the proposed
Transit District. The purpose of these mailings, and those required at the time of Planning Board and District
Council hearings, is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning Board to send, or a property
owner or municipality to receive, the notice shall not invalidate the adoption or approval of the Transit District
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment.
(d)
Following the initiation of the Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, a Special Exception shall be
required for any new use on a lot, any portion of which is located within the proposed boundaries of the Map
Amendment (unless the use is proposed in an existing building), in the I-1 and I-2 Zones, under certain
circumstances as set forth in Section 27-473.
(e)
The Planning Board shall review the proposal of the Technical Staff and grant permission to print the proposed
Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment and preliminary Transit District Development Plan not later
than nine (9) months from the date of the Resolution initiating the Transit District Overlay Zoning Map
Amendment in accordance with Section 27-213.01 of this Subdivision. If issues arise during the preparation of
the Transit District Overlay Zone which the Planning Board believes sufficient analysis would result in a need
for an extension of the time for the public hearing beyond the eleven (11) months provided herein, the issues
shall be brought to the attention of the District Council. If the District Council concurs, they may grant an
appropriate amount of time to perform the additional analysis. After the public hearing, the Planning Board shall
take action on the proposal and shall transmit its recommended Map Amendment to the District Council for
another public hearing and final action.
(f)
Upon transmittal of the recommended Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment to the District Council,
the Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall cease accepting and processing all
Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception applications within the boundaries of the proposed Transit
District until after final action by the District Council on the Map Amendment. Any application pending before
the District Council shall immediately be remanded to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
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(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-66-1996; CB-15-2012; CB-21-2013)
Sec. 27-213.03. - Authority to change underlying zones.
When the District Council approves a Transit District Overlay Zone, it may, as a part of the approval, change the
underlying zones to any other zones (except Comprehensive Design Zones). Where the existing underlying zone
is a Comprehensive Design or an M-X-T Zone, that Zone shall be retained; except that, with the concurrence of
the property owner, it may be changed to any other zone (except a Comprehensive Design Zone). No land may
be rezoned to a Comprehensive Design Zone through Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment
procedures.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-213.04. - Specific Planning Board procedures.
(a)
Notice.
(1)
The Planning Board shall release the proposed Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment for public
inspection at least thirty (30) days prior to its scheduled public hearing. Written notice of the hearing shall be
mailed to all property owners within the boundaries of the proposed Transit District and to any municipality,
lying (wholly or in part) within the proposed District or within one (1) mile of the proposed boundary. At least
thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled hearing date, a copy of the proposal shall be sent to all public agencies
and municipalities with operational or planning responsibilities within the boundaries of the proposed Transit
District Overlay Zone; and to the Historic Preservation Commission, if any property within the proposed District
is an identified historic resource on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince
George's County, Maryland.
(b)
Planning Board action.
(1)
The Planning Board may recommend adoption, the adoption with modifications or the remand to staff the
proposed map amendment. The Planning Board shall take action, by resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled
public meeting, and transmit its action to the District Council within one hundred twenty (120) days of the
release for public inspection.
(2)
If the Planning Board remands the proposed map amendment, the technical staff shall address all identified
issues and modify the proposed map amendment accordingly.
(3)
The Planning Board shall review the modified proposal of the technical staff and hold another public hearing on
this matter in accordance with this section.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-2004; CB-65-2008; CB-3-2013)
Sec. 27-213.05. - Specific District Council procedures.
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(a)
Public hearing and notice.
(1)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Transit District Overlay Zoning Map
Amendment. Notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the
County newspapers of record, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date. In addition, written notice of the
date, time, and place of the hearing shall be sent to all owners of land and any municipality lying (wholly or in
part) within the proposed boundary, and to any municipality within one (1) mile of the proposed boundary.
(b)
Amendment of Planning Board proposal.
(1)
Prior to taking final action, the District Council may propose amendments to the Transit District Overlay Zoning
Map Amendment adopted by the Planning Board. The Council shall hold another public hearing on the
amendments. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing on
the proposed amendments shall appear at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record. This same
notice shall also be sent to all owners of land and any municipality lying (wholly or in part) within the proposed
boundary, and to any municipality within one (1) mile of the proposed boundary.
(2)
All proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board when they are proposed. The Planning Board
shall submit its written comments to the Council prior to, or at the time of, the public hearing on the
amendments.
(c)
Time for final action.
(1)
The Council shall take final action on the Map Amendment at any time after the close of the final public hearing
record, but not later than one hundred eighty (180) days after receipt of the original adoption recommendation
on the Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment from the Planning Board. If no final action is taken
within this time period, the Council may by simple majority vote to extend the time for final action for a period
not to exceed thirty (30) days. If the Council chooses not to extend the time for final action or does not take final
action by the end of the extended period, the Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be deemed
disapproved.
(d)
Voting requirements.
(1)
The approval of a Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be by Ordinance, and shall generally
be by majority vote of the full Council. A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the full Council shall be required to
override the recommendation of a municipality for any portion of the Map Amendment which falls within the
boundaries of the municipality.
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(e)
Required findings.
(1)
Prior to approving the Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, the Council shall make the following
findings:
(A)
The entire Map Amendment, including the Transit District Development Plan, is in conformance with the
purposes and other requirements of the Transit District Overlay Zone;
(B)
Adequate attention has been paid to the recommendations of Area Master Plans and the General Plan which are
found to be applicable to property within the Transit District; and
(C)
The particular area within the chosen boundaries of the Transit District Overlay Zone requires the coordination
and flexibility provided by the Transit District Overlay Zone, due to the area's potential for new development,
redevelopment, or revitalization, and the ability to provide public facilities and infrastructure. In making this
finding, the Council shall review the entire area within the vicinity of an existing or proposed Metro station,
especially that area within a ten (10) minute walk or one-half (1/2) mile distance of the station. This distance
shall serve as a guide only, and shall not be deemed to preclude review of a somewhat larger or smaller area, in
the discretion of the District Council.
(f)
Notice of approval.
(1)
Notice of the approval of a Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be published by the Clerk of
the Council at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record, and shall be sent to the Planning Board.
(g)
Effect on pending applications.
(1)
Approval of the Map Amendment by the District Council shall constitute final action on all pending Zoning Map
Amendment and Special Exception applications within the boundaries of the approved Transit District.
(2)
If the District Council amends a proposed Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment by modifying the
boundaries of the proposed Transit District in a manner that excludes land which is the subject of a pending
Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception application from the approved Transit District, the Planning
Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall resume the normal processing of, or return to the
District Council, the pending Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception application.
(3)
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If a Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment is disapproved by the District Council, the Planning Board
and Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) shall resume the normal processing of, or return to the District
Council, all pending Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception applications upon which processing had
ceased, or which were remanded to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27213.02(e).
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-91-1997; CB-47-1998; CB-65-2008)
Sec. 27-213.06. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 6. - CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA OVERLAY ZONES.
Sec. 27-213.07. - Applicability.
This Subdivision contains the procedures for classifying property in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay
Zones. Unless otherwise specified, these procedures take the place of any other Zoning Map Amendment
provisions contained in this Subtitle.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.08. - General procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board may initiate a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment with the
concurrence, by resolution, of the District Council.
(b)
After the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment is initiated by the Planning Board, the
Technical Staff shall immediately proceed to prepare a proposed Map Amendment. The proposal shall contain
the following:
(1)
The proposed boundaries of the Intense Development Overlay Zone, the Limited Development Overlay Zone,
and the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone, shown on the Zoning Map;
(2)
A written justification describing how the proposed zoning boundaries comply with the purposes and required
findings for each Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone; and
(3)
Any proposed changes in underlying zoning categories, along with written justification for the changes.
(c)
During the preparation of the proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, the
Technical Staff shall contact all owners of land, and any municipality lying, wholly or in part, within, or within
one (1) mile of, the anticipated boundaries of the proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, to
invite comments and recommendations. The purpose of these mailings, and those required at the time of
Planning Board and District Council hearings, is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning
Board to send, or a property owner or municipality to receive, the notice shall not invalidate the adoption or
approval of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment.
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(d)
The Planning Board shall review the proposal of the Technical Staff and shall hold a public hearing on the
matter. After the public hearing, the Planning Board shall take action on the proposal and shall transmit its
recommended Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment to the District Council for public
hearing and final action.
(e)
Upon transmittal of the recommended Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment to the
District Council, both the Planning Board and the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall cease accepting and
processing all Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception applications within the boundaries of the
proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment until after final action by the District
Council on the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. Any application pending
before the District Council at the time of transmittal shall immediately be remanded to the Office of the Zoning
Hearing Examiner.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.09. - Authority to change underlying zones.
When the District Council approves Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, it may, as part of its
approval, change an underlying zone to any other zone, except a Comprehensive Design Zone; provided,
however, that no land located in an area to be classified in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone may be
placed in the M-X-T Zone or any Commercial or Industrial Zone. No land may be rezoned to a Comprehensive
Design Zone through the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment procedures.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.10. - Specific Planning Board procedures.
(a)
Notice.
(1)
The Planning Board shall release the proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment
for public inspection at least sixty (60) days prior to its scheduled public hearing. Written notice of the hearing
shall be mailed to all property owners within the boundaries of the proposed Overlay Zones, and to any
municipality lying, wholly or in part, within, or within one (1) mile of, the boundaries of the proposed Zones.
Notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County
newspapers of record, at least thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled hearing date. At least sixty (60) days prior
to the scheduled hearing date, a copy of the proposal shall be sent to all public agencies and municipalities with
operational or planning responsibilities within the boundaries of the proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment; and to the Historic Preservation Commission, if any property within the
proposed Overlay Zones is an identified historic resource on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and
Districts Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(b)
Planning Board action.
(1)

2470/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The Planning Board may recommend approval, or approval with modifications, of the proposed Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. The Planning Board shall take action, by resolution adopted at a
regularly scheduled public meeting, not more than forty-five (45) days after the public hearing. The Planning
Board shall transmit its recommendation to the District Council within one hundred six (106) calendar days of
the release for public inspection.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.11. - Specific District Council procedures.
(a)
Public hearing and notice.
(1)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning
Map Amendment within sixty (60) days following receipt of the Planning Board's recommendation. Notice of
the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of
record, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date. In addition, written notice of the date, time, and place of
the hearing shall be sent to all owners of land and any municipality lying, wholly or in part, within, or within one
(1) mile of, the proposed boundary.
(b)
Amendment of Planning Board proposal.
(1)
Prior to taking final action, the District Council may propose amendments of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, including any changes in the underlying zones, except that no land may be
rezoned to a Comprehensive Design Zone. No M-X-T, Commercial, or Industrial Zone shall be approved for any
land classified in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone. The Council shall hold a public hearing on the
proposed amendments within sixty (60) days of the first hearing. At least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing,
notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing on the proposed amendments shall appear at least one (1) time
in the County newspapers of record. This same notice shall also be sent to all owners of land and any
municipality lying, wholly or in part, within, or within one (1) mile of, the proposed boundary.
(2)
All proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board. The Planning Board shall submit its written
comments to the Council prior to, or at the time of, the public hearing on the proposed amendments.
(c)
Time for final action.
(1)
The Council shall take final action on the Map Amendment at any time within thirty (30) days after the final
public hearing, but not later than one hundred sixty (160) calendar days after receipt of the original proposed
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment from the Planning Board. If no final action is
taken within this time period, the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be
deemed disapproved.
(d)
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Voting requirements.
(1)
The approval of a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be by Ordinance, and
shall be by majority vote of the full Council. A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the full Council shall be
required to approve any portion of the Map Amendment contrary to the recommendation of a municipality
concerning land within its boundaries.
(e)
Required findings.
(1)
Prior to approving the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, the Council shall make
the following findings:
(A)
Land placed in the Intense Development Overlay Zone occupies a gross area of at least twenty (20) contiguous
acres, or the entire upland portion of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area within the boundary of a municipality,
whichever is less, and exhibits at least one (1) of the following characteristics:
(i)
A concentration of industrial, commercial, or institutional uses;
(ii)
Residential density equal to or greater than four (4) dwelling units per gross acre;
(iii)
Existing water and sewerage systems serving the area, and residential density greater than three (3) dwelling
units per gross acre; or
(iv)
Rights-of-way of existing roads having a Freeway or higher classification.
(B)
Land classified in the Limited Development Overlay Zone exhibits at least one (1) of the following
characteristics:
(i)
Residential density ranging from one (1) dwelling unit per five (5) gross acres up to four (4) dwelling units per
gross acre;
(ii)
Areas not dominated by agriculture, wetlands, forest, barren land, or surface water;
(iii)
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Areas having public water, public sewer, or both; or
(iv)
Areas possessing one (1) or more characteristics of land classified in the Intense Development Overlay Zone,
regardless of the size of the area.
(C)
Land classified in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone exhibits at least one (1) of the following
characteristics:
(i)
Residential density of less than one (1) dwelling unit per five (5) gross acres; or
(ii)
Areas dominated by agriculture, wetland, forest, barren land, or surface water.
(D)
Adequate attention has been paid to the recommendations of Area Master Plans and the General Plan which are
found to be applicable to property within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(E)
The Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission has approved the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning
Map Amendment.
(f)
Notice of approval.
(1)
Notice of approval of a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be published by
the Clerk of the Council at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record, and shall be sent to the
Planning Board, the Commission, all owners of land, and any municipality lying, wholly or in part, within, or
within one (1) mile of, the boundaries of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(g)
Effect on pending applications.
(1)
Approval of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall constitute final action on
all pending Zoning Map Amendment applications within the boundaries of the approved Overlay Zones for all
applications reviewed and either specifically approved or denied by the District Council, except applications
requesting Comprehensive Design Zones on land placed within the L-D-O and I-D-O Zones. All piecemeal
Euclidean zoning applications not specifically approved or denied by the District Council during the adoption of
the Overlay Zones shall proceed in accordance with Section 27-129, with notice of such applications being made
to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission. Applications requesting any Commercial, Industrial, M-X-T,
or Comprehensive Design Zones on land placed within the R-C-O Zone shall stand disapproved.
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(2)
Applicants who wish to proceed with an application requesting a Comprehensive Design Zone on land placed
within the L-D-O or I-D-O Zone, on which processing had been postponed or which had been remanded, shall
so notify the Planning Board or Zoning Hearing Examiner (as appropriate) in writing. The application shall be
processed in accordance with all procedures and requirements which normally apply to Comprehensive Design
Zoning Map Amendment applications; and conformance with any additional requirements imposed by the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones shall be prerequisite for approval. Failure of an applicant to notify
the Planning Board or Zoning Hearing Examiner within thirty (30) days after the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment is approved shall constitute withdrawal of the application, and the provisions
of Section 27-183 shall apply.
(A)
In the case of applications pending before (and remanded to) the Zoning Hearing Examiner, where the Examiner
determines that the requirements of the L-D-O or I-D-O Zone necessitate amendment of the Basic Plan (or
amendment of a Comprehensive Design Plan or Specific Design Plan submitted for consideration concurrently
with the Zoning Map Amendment application pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-532), he shall so notify
the applicant (in writing) and the District Council shall remand the application to the Planning Board for receipt
of the amended Plan(s) and consideration thereof by the Technical Staff and the Planning Board.
(B)
In the case of applications pending before the Planning Board, where the Planning Board (or its authorized
representative) determines that the requirements of the L-D-O or I-D-O necessitate amendment of the Basic Plan
(or amendment of a Comprehensive Design Plan or Specific Design Plan submitted for consideration
concurrently with the Zoning Map Amendment application pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-532), it shall
so notify the applicant (in writing).
(C)
Once amended, the application shall be treated as a new application.
(D)
Failure of an applicant to submit the amended plan(s) within ninety (90) days of the date of notice from the
Zoning Hearing Examiner or Planning Board (as appropriate) shall constitute withdrawal of the application, and
the provisions of Section 27-183 shall apply, unless the Planning Board, for good cause shown, grants one (1)
extension of up to an additional ninety (90) days for submittal of the amended plan(s).
(3)
After approval of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, the processing of all
pending Special Exception applications shall be resumed by the Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner.
The provisions of subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D) of paragraph (2), above, shall also apply to Special
Exception site plans, where the Zoning Hearing Examiner or Planning Board (or its authorized representative)
determines that the requirements of the applicable Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone (R-C-O, L-D-O,
or I-D-O Zone) necessitate amendment of such site plan. The provisions of subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D)
of paragraph (2), above, shall not apply to any Special Exception site plan for which the applicant files an
application for an amendment to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, to allow the development as
proposed in the Special Exception site plan. Any such amendment to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay
Zone shall be filed no later than ninety (90) days after the date of notice from the Zoning Hearing Examiner or
Planning Board, under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2), unless the Planning Board, for good cause shown,
grants one extension of up to ninety (90) days for the filing of the amendment application. If a Special Exception
applicant submits a timely amendment application under this paragraph, then any Council remand under
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subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2) shall be nullified, and the processing of the Special Exception application
shall be resumed by the Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(4)
If the District Council amends a proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment by
modifying the boundaries of the proposed Overlay Zone in a manner that excludes land which is the subject of a
pending Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception application from the approved Overlay Zone, the
Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner, as appropriate, shall resume the normal processing of, or return
to the District Council, the pending Zoning Map Amendment or Special Exception application.
(5)
If a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment is disapproved by the District Council, the
Planning Board and Zoning Hearing Examiner, as appropriate, shall resume the normal processing of, or return
to the District Council, all pending Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception applications upon which
processing had ceased, or which were remanded to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance
with Section 27-213.08.
(CB-72-1987; CB-132-1988)
Sec. 27-213.12. - Amendment of approved Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(a)
In general.
(1)
The Planning Board may, upon the concurrence of the District Council by resolution, initiate amendments to the
approved Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay (CBCA) Zoning Map. The initiating resolution shall specify
the area of the Overlay Map to be amended and shall be processed in accordance with the provisions of this
Subdivision for initial approval.
(2)
A request to change the boundaries or zone of an approved Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone may
also be made by a property owner. The request shall be in the form of an application.
(3)
Except as provided for in this Section, amendments to change the boundaries of a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zone shall be approved by the District Council in accordance with the provisions of this Subdivision for
initial approval. Amendments of Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones shall also be subject to Section
27-213.13, and shall be subject to approval by the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area
Commission subsequent to approval by the District Council.
(b)
Applications.
(1)
In general.
(A)
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An application shall be filed with the Planning Board by the owner (or authorized representative) of the
property. The District Council may suspend the filing of applications for up to one (1) year, if it determines that
it is appropriate for any statutory zoning purpose.
(B)
All applications shall be on the forms provided. All information shall be typed, except for signatures.
(C)
If two (2) or more pieces of property are included in one (1) application, they must be adjoining. Separate
applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this Section, the word "adjoining" shall
include those properties which are separated by a public right-of-way, stream bed, or the like.
(2)
A complete application consists of :
(A)
A completed application form including:
(i)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner (to include the contract purchaser if any);
(ii)
The existing and requested zoning overlay of the property (including any requested changes in underlying
zones);
(iii)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(iv)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(v)
The property's map, lot and block numbers, subdivision name, plat book and page number, if any; or a
description of its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers;
(vi)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property; and
(vii)
The names, addresses, map and parcel or lot number of all adjoining property owners, and each municipality if
any part of the property in the application is located within the municipal boundaries, or is located within one (1)
mile of the municipality.
(B)
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Applications for property owned by a corporation shall include:
(i)
The name, address, and telephone number of the officer(s) of the corporation;
(ii)
A statement listing the names and the business and residential addresses of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(iii)
A statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential addresses, and the dates on
which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current Board of Directors, their
business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that is a corporation listed on
a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential addresses of its officers
and directors;
(iv)
A statement containing the names and addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the
shares of any class of corporate security including stocks and serial maturity bonds (except one listed on a
national stock exchange);
(v)
The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners, and each municipality if any part of the property in
the application is located within the municipal boundaries, or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality;
and
(vi)
Be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation and signed by the contract purchaser if any.
(C)
Eight (8) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record, map or subdivision, lot and block numbers, of all adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is
not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest intersecting street
shall be indicated;
(iv)
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The subdivision lot and block numbers of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of all existing buildings on the property; and
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red.
(D)
Four (4) copies of the appropriate Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in red
with proposed zoning.
(E)
Eight (8) copies of a Conceptual Conservation Plan of any proposed development. The Conceptual Conservation
Plan shall include all elements of a Conservation Plan as outlined in 5B-110(d) including the following:
(i)
Proposed Chesapeake Bay Critical Area (CBCA) Overlay Zone and proposed boundaries for all parcels or lots;
(ii)
Location of a new Intensely Developed Overlay or a Limited Development Overlay in a Resource Conservation
Overlay at least 300 feet beyond the landward edge of tidal wetlands or tidal waters.
(F)
A Natural Resource Inventory (NRI), prepared in conformance with the Environmental Technical Manual;
(G)
An environmental report demonstrating that the project will be designed and can be constructed so as to comply
with all requirements of the proposed CBCA classification. The environmental report shall include, at a
minimum, the following:
(i)
Project description;
(ii)
Subdivision history since December 1, 1985 in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area (CBCA);
(iii)
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A narrative describing the project type and use(s), including industrial, residential, commercial, institutional, or
port-related, as it relates to the need to change the CBCA classification, and which describes how the growth
allocation supports the planning goals of all applicable master plans and functional master plans, it optimizes
benefits to water quality through clustering, woodland conservation, and use of best management practices for
stormwater management and erosion and sediment control, including reference to the relevant sections of the
Zoning Ordinance;
(iv)
Total acreage in the CBCA;
(v)
Total acreage in the proposed CBCA Overlay Zone
(vi)
Total forest woodland and vegetated areas existing and acreage proposed to be cleared;
(vii)
Calculations of required mitigation for clearing of woodland and vegetated areas;
(viii)
The minimum 15 percent afforested areas in the CBCA;
(ix)
Method and description of proposed stormwater quality and quantity management;
(x)
Compliance with the 10% pollutant reduction rule in the Intensely Developed Overlay, including worksheets and
all supporting documentation;
(xi)
Soil erosion and sediment control measures and implementation strategies;
(xii)
The existing and proposed lot coverage calculations as defined in section 27.107.01 of the Zoning Ordinance,
calculated by square footage of the Zoning lot coverage per lot and for the site as a whole;
(xiii)
The existing and proposed CBCA lot coverage calculations as defined in Subtitle 5B.103 of the Zoning
Ordinance, calculated by square footage of the CBCA lot coverage for each lot and for the site as a whole;
(xiv)
The underlying zoning district and description of primary use;
(xv)
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Preliminary review and comments from the appropriate units of the Department of Natural Resources, Maryland
Department of the Environment and the Army Corps of Engineers for existing resources on the project site.
(xvi)
A Buffer Management plan if:
(aa)
A Buffer is required to be established on the development site as a condition of the development,
(bb)
A proposed development activity impact to the Buffer, or
(cc)
The removal of woodland or vegetation, including invasive species management, in the Buffer is proposed;
(xvii)
The Buffer Management Plan must show at minimum:
(aa)
Existing vegetation within the Buffer;
(bb)
Any vegetation in the Buffer that is proposed to be removed;
(cc)
The location and square feet of disturbance in the Buffer associated with a development activity;
(dd)
A proposed planting plan showing the plantings required to establish the Buffer or as mitigation for proposed
impacts including the size, species and location of all proposed plantings;
(ee)
Any written descriptions, specifications, easement, or other protective agreement necessary to ensure
implementation of the Buffer Management Plan including bonding to ensure long-term maintenance of
vegetation in the Buffer and recorded easement to ensure long-term protection.
(xviii)
A Habitat Protection Plan if the proposed development will impact an identified Habitat Protection Area with
specific language that:
(aa)
Provides for the protection and conservation of any identified habitat or species as set forth in COMAR 27.01.09
on the project site; and
(bb)
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Includes all protective measures necessary and appropriate to provide for long-term conservation of the
identified habitat and species;
(cc)
Requires the plan be based on consultation and comments provided by the Department of Natural Resources and
other appropriate federal and State agencies.
(H)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth
the legal basis by which the requested amendment can be approved, and factual reasons showing why approval
of the request will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare. This statement may be
accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify or
emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not larger than eighteen
(18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(I)
Additional information as deemed necessary by the Planning Board or designee to evaluate the proposal.
(c)
Procedure.
(1)
After the application is accepted, it shall be distributed to all appropriate referral agencies, and Department of
the Environment, Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Historical Trust, Army Corps of Engineers and
the Technical Staff, and processed in accordance with Section 27-213.13, and in accordance with the provisions
of this Section.
(2)
Referral to Historic Preservation Commission.
(A)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan is located on
the subject property, the application shall be referred to the Historic Preservation Commission, at time of initial
distribution of application.
(B)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
forty five (45) days prior to the Planning Board hearing. Failure of the Historic Preservation Commission to
submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of the Map
Amendment, as requested.
(d)
General publication.
(1)
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Within ten (10) days after the end of each month, the Planning Board shall provide a list of all Map Amendment
applications filed during that month, arranged according to Election District. The list shall set forth the name of
the applicant, the size and description of the property, and the existing and proposed zoning classifications (both
overlay and underlying) of the property. The Planning Board shall make the list available free of charge (on an
individual and subscription basis) but may establish a fee for mailing the list to cover the costs of postage and
handling.
(2)
One copy of the list described in this Subsection shall be mailed by the Planning Board on a subscription basis
without charge to every municipality as well as any homeowners, neighborhood, civic, or similar association
within a one mile radius of the project that is the subject of the application.
(e)
Transmittal(s).
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the application, plans, maps, specifications, Technical Staff
Report, and all other data, materials, and record evidence (to date) pertaining to the requested Map Amendment
shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District Council.
(2)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the Planning Board hearing, a copy of the Map Amendment application, the
Conceptual Conservation Plan and map shall be sent to the Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and
Atlantic Coastal Bays for their initial review and comment.
(f)
Public examination.
(1)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearings, the original Map Amendment application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Clerk of the Council, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Planning Director's office. This file may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of its contents may be obtained at reasonable cost.
(g)
Technical Staff Report.
(1)
In connection with each application, a report by the Technical Staff shall be submitted to the Planning Board for
its review. The Report shall contain the following:
(A)
The staff's recommendation;
(B)
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A delineation of the approximate area of the neighborhood, which shall be shown on either a Zoning Map, aerial
photograph, or sketch map;
(C)
A description of land use and zoning in the neighborhood;
(D)
In cases where the staff recommends an overlay zone different than that requested, an analysis of the alternative
overlay zone recommended; and
(E)
Comments from the Critical Area Commission and other referral agencies or departments that are relevant to the
project.
(2)
The Technical Staff Report shall be sent to all persons of record, and all other persons who request (in writing) a
copy of the report. A copy of the report shall be included in the record.
(3)
The Technical Staff Report shall advise the reader that a hearing before the Planning Board will not be held
unless the Board notifies all persons listed under paragraph (2), above.
(4)
The Technical Staff Report shall contain the date of the Planning Board meeting during which the Board will
decide whether to hear the case.
(h)
Planning Board procedures.
(1)
The Planning Board shall decide whether it will hold a hearing on each case (after receiving the Technical Staff
Report).
(2)
If the Board does not decide to hear a case within fifteen (15) days after the Technical Staff Report has been
publicly released (or at its first meeting after its release if none had occurred within the fifteen (15) days), the
Technical Staff's recommendation shall constitute the Planning Board's recommendation. In this event, the report
shall immediately be transmitted to the District Council, together with the application and all other record
material.
(3)
If the Board decides to hear the case, it shall set a hearing date which shall be at least thirty (30) days after
deciding to hear the case. The Board shall notify (in writing) all persons of record, and all other persons who
requested (in writing) a copy of the Technical Staff Report, of the hearing date.
(4)
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Prior to or at the Planning Board's hearing, the applicant and any other person may submit written responses to
the Technical Staff Report, together with any supporting material. If it is not foldable, the material shall be not
larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches. The responses shall become a part of the record that will be
forwarded to the District Council.
(5)
The following procedures shall be observed at the Planning Board:
(A)
No one shall present evidence after the hearing is concluded, unless a rehearing is ordered;
(B)
All hearings shall be open to the public;
(C)
The Planning Board shall make its recommendation only on the basis of the record before it;
(D)
Any action shall be by a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting;
(E)
The resolution shall be transmitted to the District Council, together with the original application and all other
record material pertaining to the Zoning Map Amendment application;
(F)
Copies of the minutes of the Planning Board hearing shall be available for public inspection. The minutes may
be copied by anyone during normal working hours; and
(G)
Upon recommending approval of an application for growth allocation, the Planning Board shall forward a copy
of the Resolution to the Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays.
(i)
Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing, in accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision
2, of this Subtitle.
(j)
District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
(1)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing (including an oral argument) in accordance with Part 3, Division
1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
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(2)
Upon their approval of an application for growth allocation, the District Council shall within 10 working days
after the date of issuance, forward a Notice of Intent to award growth allocation for the project to the Critical
Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays for approval. The Notice of Intent must include
a statement regarding how the provisions of Section 27.213.13(b)(1) have been met and all of the components of
the complete application.
(3)
Approval of the growth allocation by the District Council does not constitute approval of a Conservation Plan. A
separate Conservation Plan application in conformance with Subtitle 5B is required prior to permit issuance.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-95-1991; CB-86-1992; CB-14-1998; CB-15-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-12-2003;
CB-1-2004; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-213.13. - Map amendment approval.
(a)
Mistake rule.
(1)
Except for Subsection (b), no application for amendment of a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone shall
be granted without the applicant proving that there was a mistake in the original zoning or subsequent rezoning.
(b)
Expansion of Intense Development and Limited Development Overlay Zones.
(1)
The boundaries of the Intense Development and Limited Development Overlay Zones may be expanded within
the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area only in accordance with the following:
(A)
Acreage. The maximum area of future additional Intense Development or Limited Development Overlay Zones
shall be five percent (5%) of the total area designated as Resource Conservation Overlay Zones at the time of
adoption of the initial Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. A maximum of fifty
percent (50%) of the permissible growth increment may be used to rezone a Resource Conservation Overlay
Zone to another Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
(B)
Location. Expanded Intense Development or Limited Development Overlay Zones may be approved subject to
the following locational criteria:
(i)
New Intense Development Overlay Zones shall:
(aa)
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Be located in existing Limited Development Overlay Zones or contiguous to existing Intense Development
Overlay Zones;
(bb)
Be located at least three hundred (300) feet from tidal waters or tidal wetlands if the land was originally
designated in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone, except for Water-Dependent Uses; and
(cc)
Be located in a manner that minimizes impacts to the defined land uses of the Resource Conservation Overlay as
noted in subsection 27-548.15.
(ii)
New Limited Development Overlay Zones shall:
(aa)
Be located contiguous to existing Limited Development Overlay Zones or Intense Development Overlay Zones;
(bb)
Be located at least three hundred (300) feet from tidal waters or tidal wetlands if the land was originally
designated in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone, except for Water-Dependent Uses; and
(cc)
Be located in a manner that minimizes impacts to the defined land uses of the Resource Conservation Overlay as
noted in subsection 27-548.15.
(C)
Additional considerations. In reviewing map amendments or refinements involving the use of growth allocation,
the following factors shall be considered:
(i)
Consistency with the General Plan; all applicable master and sector plans; the current water and sewer plan; and
Priority Funding Areas; and whether the growth allocation would implement the goals, objectives, policies and
strategies of the adopted plans.
(ii)
For a map amendment or refinement involving a new L-D-O, whether the development is:
(aa)
To be served by a public wastewater system or septic system that uses the best available nitrogen removal
technology;
(bb)
A completion of an existing subdivision;
(cc)
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An expansion of an existing business; or
(dd)
To be developed using the Conservation Subdivision option;
(iii)
For a map amendment or refinement involving a new I-D-O:
(aa)
To be served by a public wastewater system;
(bb)
To have an allowed average density of at least 3.5 units per acre as calculated under section 5-7B-03(h) of the
state Finance Procurement Article;
(cc)
For a new I-D-O that is greater than 20 acres, to be located in a Priority Funding Area, as described under
Section 5-7B-02(1) and 5-7B-03 of the state finance and procurement article; and
(dd)
To have a demonstrable economic benefit to the area.
(iv)
The use of existing public infrastructure, where practical;
(v)
Consistency with State and regional environmental protection policies concerning the protection of threatened
and endangered species and species in need of conservation that may be located on- or off-site;
(vi)
Impacts on a priority preservation area, as defined under § 2-518 of the Agriculture Article;
(vii)
Environmental impacts associated with wastewater and stormwater management practices and wastewater and
stormwater discharges to tidal waters, tidal wetlands, and tributary streams; and
(viii)
Environmental impacts associated with location in a coastal hazard area or an increased risk of severe flooding
attributable to the proposed development.
(D)
Additional requirements. Prior to developing land in an expanded Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone,
the area shall be mapped and submitted to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission for informational
purposes only. This submission shall include an analysis of:
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(i)
The manner in which the proposed expansion conforms to the locational criteria;
(ii)
How the proposed expansion affects the total growth allocation; and
(iii)
How the proposed expansion will accommodate the growth needs of municipalities impacted by the Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(c)
Conditional approval.
(1)
When it approves a Zoning Map Amendment for a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the District
Council may impose reasonable requirements and safeguards (in the form of conditions) which the Council finds
are necessary to:
(A)
Protect surrounding properties and property within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones from
adverse effects which might accrue from the requested amendment; or
(B)
Further enhance the coordinated, harmonious, and systematic development of land within the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zones, including the use of time limitations for the commencement of construction.
(2)
In no case shall these conditions waive or lessen the requirements of, or prohibit uses allowed in, the approved
Overlay Zone.
(3)
All building plans shall list the conditions and shall show how the proposed development complies with them.
(4)
Conditions imposed by the District Council shall become a permanent part of the Zoning Map Amendment, and
shall be binding for as long as the Overlay Zone remains in effect on the property (unless amended by the
Council).
(5)
If conditions are imposed, the applicant shall have ninety (90) days from the date of approval to accept or reject
the rezoning as conditionally approved. He shall advise the Council (in writing), accordingly. If the applicant
accepts the conditions, the Council shall enter an order acknowledging the acceptance and approving the Zoning
Map Amendment, at which time the Council's action shall be final. Failure to advise the Council shall be
considered a rejection of the conditions. Rejection shall void the Zoning Map Amendment and revert the
property to its prior zoning classification. The Council shall enter an order acknowledging the rejection, voiding
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its previous decision, and reverting the property to its prior zoning classification, at which time the Council's
action shall be final.
(6)
All Zoning Map Amendments which are approved subject to conditions shall be shown on the Zoning Map with
the letter "C" after the application number.
(d)
Noncompliance with conditions.
(1)
All conditions imposed shall be mandatory. The failure to comply with any condition shall constitute a zoning
violation and shall be grounds for the Council to:
(A)
Annul the Map Amendment;
(B)
Revoke a grading, building, or use and occupancy permit;
(C)
Institute appropriate civil or criminal proceedings; or
(D)
Institute any other action necessary to obtain compliance.
(2)
Before the District Council annuls an approved conditional Zoning Map Amendment for a Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zone, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing, in accordance with
Section 27-129, and transmit a written recommendation on the matter. The following procedures shall be
followed:
(A)
A petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement (or his designee) requesting the Council to annul the Zoning Map Amendment.
The petition shall state the reasons for the request. At the same time, a copy of the petition shall be sent to the
Planning Board.
(B)
The Planning Board shall submit a written recommendation on the petition to the Council.
(C)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(D)
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Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(E)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(e)
Approval of a zone different from that requested.
(1)
The District Council may approve a less intense zone than that requested by the applicant for any part of the
subject property involved in the application.
(2)
If the subject property is located within the boundaries of a municipality, a less intense zone may only be
approved if there was testimony on the less intense zone and an opportunity provided for the municipality to
make a recommendation.
(f)
Effect on Special Exceptions.
(1)
When any land upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to a zoning category different
from that category in which it was classified at the time the Special Exception was approved, the following shall
apply, unless otherwise specified elsewhere in this Subtitle:
(A)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use requires the approval of a Special Exception in the new zone,
and the specific Special Exception requirements governing the use are the same in both zones, the Special
Exception, as approved, shall remain in full force and effect.
(B)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the use may continue as a
nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle relative to nonconforming uses, the use and
development authorized under this subparagraph shall be subject to Part 4, Division 1, Subdivisions 10, 11, and
12.
(C)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone
shall apply to the use and development of the property.
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(D)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the new zone without approval of a Special
Exception, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone shall apply to further use
and development of the property.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-56-1993; CB-1-2004; CB-76-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-213.14. - Amendment of applications.
(a)
Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments which change the requested zoning classification shall be accompanied by a new (revised)
justification statement. The amendment shall also be the subject of a new (revised) Technical Staff Report or a
statement by the Technical Staff that a new (revised) report is unnecessary. Requests received prior to the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively granted. Where the Technical Staff
recommends an amendment, the applicant may request the amendment within fifteen (15) days after the date of
the public release of the Technical Staff Report, in which case the request shall be administratively granted. If
the Planning Board hears the case, and either the amendment is different than one recommended by the staff or
the fifteen (15) days have lapsed, the amendment request shall be directed to the Planning Board prior to or on
the date on which it first hears the application, or within ten (10) days after the date the Planning Board
recommends the amendment. The amendment shall not be permitted if more than ten (10) days have elapsed
since the date of the Planning Board's recommendation.
(4)
Notification of any amendments shall be furnished to any person who has requested (in writing) a copy of the
Technical Staff Report.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.15. - Withdrawal.
(a)
Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
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Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the District
Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-213.16 shall not apply.
(e)
Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted, and the provisions of Section 27-213.16 shall apply.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.16. - Reapplication.
No new Zoning Map Amendment application may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have elapsed
after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications on the same
land have been acted upon, four (4) years must elapse before another application on the same land may be filed.
No land shall be the subject of two (2) applications for Map Amendment at the same time.
(CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-213.17. - Joint applications.
An application for a Map Amendment may be filed or considered at the same time that a Special Exception
application on the same land is filed or considered.
(CB-72-1987)
SUBDIVISION 7. - ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION OVERLAY ZONE.
Sec. 27-213.18. - Applicability.
This Subdivision contains the procedures for classifying property in the Architectural Conservation Overlay
Zone, by designating an Architectural Conservation District, and for approving an Architectural Conservation
Plan. Unless otherwise indicated, these procedures take the place of any other Zoning Map Amendment
provisions contained in this Subtitle.
(CB-27-2001)
Sec. 27-213.18.01. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subdivision, the following definitions shall apply:
(1)
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Architectural Conservation District: An area of land designated by action of the District Council for the purpose
of protecting the character of single-family neighborhoods.
(2)
Architectural Conservation District Authorization: A document approved by application to authorize alteration
to the exterior of an existing building within an Architectural Conservation District that is not otherwise covered
by building permit requirements in the County Code.
(3)
Architectural Sketch Plan: A visual rendering of proposed alteration(s) on a site depicting elevation, placement
and visible details of the alteration(s) as required by the Architectural Conservation District Plan. For purposes
of this Subdivision, this rendering shall not necessarily be drawn to scale.
(4)
Limited Architectural Conservation District: A form of an Architectural Conservation District, administered in
accordance with this Subdivision, that regulates only residential projects of a limited nature, as established by
the Plan.
(5)
Ordinary Maintenance: Work that does not alter the facade of a building or structure, or has no material effect on
the architectural significance of the building or structure. This definition applies to properties within an
Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone.
(CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-213.19. - Initiating the Designation of an Architectural Conservation District.
(a)
Designation of an Architectural Conservation District may be initiated by resolution of the District Council if it
finds that the Architectural Conservation District will include twenty (20) or more adjacent developed or
undeveloped residential lots or parcels in a single family residential zone; will follow property lines, streets, or
permanent natural features; will not exclude part of an included property; falls completely within the corporate
boundaries of a municipality, but does not include property in more than one municipality; and the municipality
in which the proposed District is located requests designation, by resolution of the city or town council.
(b)
After it makes the findings required in Subsection (a), the District Council may adopt a resolution authorizing
the Planning Board to prepare an Architectural Conservation Plan for the District. The resolution shall define the
boundaries of the proposed District, subject to redefinition after a joint public hearing with the Planning Board.
(c)
The authorizing resolution shall be advertised in the County newspapers of record. It shall be available for
inspection at the offices of the Planning Board, the Clerk of the Council, and the public libraries within one mile
of the proposed District.
(d)
An application for a Limited Architectural Conservation District may be considered and approved as provided in
this Section.
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(CB-27-2001; CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-213.20. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
The Planning Board shall prepare an Architectural Conservation Plan for each proposed Architectural
Conservation District within eight (8) months from the time of initiation.
(b)
After receiving authorization to prepare an Architectural Conservation Plan, the Planning Board shall prepare a
proposed Zoning Map and Architectural Conservation Plan text consistent with the District Council's
authorizing resolution. The proposed Architectural Conservation Plan shall include at least the following
information:
(1)
A summary physical description of the area to be included in the plan, as well as a graphic representation of the
area's proposed boundaries delineated by lot, block, parcel, and subdivision or by streets, roads, streams, or other
natural or topographic features.
(2)
A history of the neighborhood or neighborhoods within the plan boundaries and the development and evolution
of structure types and uses. The history should also summarize the character of adjacent development not
regulated by the plan.
(3)
A land use and zoning inventory including the requirements of each underlying zone for the following:
Net Lot Area (Minimum in Square Feet)
Lot Coverage
Green Area
Lot/Width Frontage (Minimum in Feet)
Yards (Minimum Depth/Width in Feet)
Building Height (Maximum in Feet, Main Building)
Density (Maximum Dwelling Units Per Net Acre of Net Lot/Tract Area)
Accessory Buildings
If requested by a municipality and approved by the District Council, an Architectural Conservation District Plan
may further restrict zoning densities, minimum lot sizes, setback and other zoning regulations established in the
base zone.
(4)
A detailed inventory of the built environment, including a description of all structure types including both
primary buildings and secondary buildings such as garages, shed, and accessory structures.
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(5)
An architectural survey identifying architectural and urban design patterns that distinguish the District from
other areas of the County.
(6)
Proposed design regulations which address building height and massing, building materials, facade treatments
and architectural expression, siting, setbacks, landscaping, fences and walls, accessory structures, lighting,
paving materials, and signs, as applicable.
Acceptable materials lists shall include energy efficient materials where possible, and regulations for
architectural elevations shall encourage the use of green or sustainable building practices.
(7)
An applicability section defining exemptions from the design regulations, including guidelines defining what
constitutes ordinary maintenance.
(8)
If requested by a municipality and approved by the District Council, a section setting forth guidelines for
approval of single family residential building projects whose scope of work results in an increase of the gross
floor area of the existing structure of twenty percent (20%) or less or alterations exclusive of maintenance to the
architectural elevations of existing residential structures.
(9)
The application for an Architectural Conservation District shall contain an analysis of the requirements of any
homeowners' association that exists within the proposed boundaries of the District.
(c)
The Planning Board and District Council shall hold a joint public hearing on the proposed Architectural
Conservation Plan.
(1)
The public hearing shall be advertised in the newspapers of record at least thirty (30) days before the date of the
hearing. The notice shall contain the date, time, place, and purpose of the hearing.
(2)
The Planning Board shall obtain from the Office of Assessments and Taxation a listing of the owners of land
within the boundaries of the proposed Architectural Conservation District. The Board shall mail written notice
thirty (30) days before the hearing of the proposed Architectural Conservation Plan to all listed property owners
and the affected municipality. The notice shall include proposed boundaries of the area involved; the date, time,
and place of the Planning Board's hearing; and ways to obtain additional information. The notice shall also
advise the owners that approval of the Architectural Conservation Plan by the District Council could affect
property values and property taxes. The mailing is for informational purposes only, and failure of the Planning
Board to send or property owners to receive a mailing shall not invalidate an Architectural Conservation Plan.
(d)
Within thirty (30) days after the public hearing, the Planning Board shall adopt and recommend a proposed
Architectural Conservation Plan to the District Council. The Planning Board shall transmit the Adopted
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Architectural Conservation Plan to the District Council and to the municipality in which the proposed
Architectural Conservation District is located.
(CB-27-2001; CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-213.21. - Planning Board and Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement procedures.
(a)
After the District Council approves an authorizing resolution, the Clerk of the Council shall advise the Planning
Director and the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
When the Planning Board gives notice of the joint public hearing, the Planning Director and the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall also be given notice. Until approval of the
proposed Architectural Conservation Plan or passage of 90 days after the notice of hearing, whichever first
occurs, no building or grading permit may be approved by the Planning Department or issued by the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for property within the proposed Architectural Conservation
District, except permits for interior or other work not significantly affecting a building or site's exterior
appearance.
(c)
After the District Council approves an Architectural Conservation Plan, all permit applications for property in
the Architectural Conservation District shall meet the Plan's design regulations. All applications shall be
processed under normal building or grading permit procedures.
(CB-27-2001; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-213.22. - District Council procedures.
(a)
The District Council shall take action on the Architectural Conservation Plan within sixty (60) days after the
Planning Board's transmittal.
(b)
Before final action, the District Council may propose amendments to the Architectural Conservation Plan
transmitted by the Planning Board.
(1)
A notice that amendments to the Architectural Conservation Plan have been proposed shall be sent to all
property owners, in accordance with the procedures in Section 27-225(e)(2).
(2)
All proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board for the Board's written comments.
(c)
The District Council by ordinance or resolution may approve the proposed Architectural Conservation Plan, with
or without amendments. In its final action, the Council may contract but may not expand the boundaries
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proposed by the Planning Board. Notice of the District Council's final action shall be sent to all property owners,
in accordance with the procedures in Section 27-225(e)(2) and (3).
(CB-27-2001)
SUBDIVISION 8. - MILITARY INSTALLATION OVERLAY ZONE.
Sec. 27-213.23. - Applicability.
This Subdivision contains the procedures for classifying property in the Military Installation Overlay Zone.
Unless otherwise indicated, these procedures take the place of any other Zoning Map Amendment provisions
contained in this Subtitle.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.24. - Initiation of Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment.
At any time following the issuance of an Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study, as amended from time to
time, by the Department of Defense:
(a)
The District Council may initiate a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment; or
(b)
The Planning Board may initiate a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment with concurrence by
Resolution of the District Council.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.25. - Requirements for Zoning Map Amendments and Technical Staff Report.
After the Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment is initiated by the Planning Board or District
Council, Technical Staff shall prepare a proposed Map Amendment. The proposal shall contain the following:
(a)
A map showing the proposed boundaries of the Military Installation Overlay Zone, including, as needed, the
Safety Zones, noise contours, height surfaces, and other impact areas recommended by the most recent Air
Installation Compatible Use Zone, as amended from time to time, shown on the Zoning Map;
(b)
A written justification describing how the proposed zoning boundaries comply with the purposes of the Military
Installation Overlay Zone; and
(c)
Any proposed changes in underlying zoning categories, along with written justification for the changes.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.26. - Joint Public Hearing; Notice.
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The Planning Board and District Council shall hold a Joint Public Hearing on the proposed Military Installation
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. At least 30 days prior to the Joint Public Hearing:
(a)
The Planning Board shall release the proposed Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment for public
inspection and a copy of the proposal shall be sent to all public agencies and municipalities within the
boundaries of the proposed Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment.
(b)
Notice of the date, time, and location of the Joint Public Hearing, and proposed changes to the zoning of land
resulting from the Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, shall be sent, by mail, to property
owners within the boundaries, and municipalities lying, wholly or in part, within the boundaries of the proposed
Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, and any municipality within one (1) mile of the Military
Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment boundary.
(c)
Notice of the date, time and location of public hearings shall also be published in a newspaper of general
circulation and on the County's website.
(d)
The testimony received at the public hearing shall be made a part of the record. Exhibits introduced at any time
prior to the close of the record shall be identified sequentially and maintained as part of the record. The hearing
record shall remain open at least fifteen (15) days after the Joint Public Hearing.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.27. - Planning Board Action.
Following the Joint Public Hearing, the Planning Board may recommend approval, approval with modifications,
or disapproval of the proposed Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. The Planning Board shall
take action, by resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting, not more than thirty (30) days after
the close of the Joint Public Hearing record. The Planning Board shall transmit its recommendation to the
District Council within thirty (30) days of adoption of its resolution.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.28. - Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception Applications.
Upon transmittal of the recommended Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment to the District
Council, both the Planning Board and the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall cease accepting and processing all
Zoning Map Amendment and Special Exception applications within the boundaries of the proposed Military
Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment until after final action by the District Council on the Military
Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment. Any application pending before the District Council at the time
of transmittal shall immediately be remanded to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.29. - Authority to change underlying zones.
When the District Council approves Military Installation Overlay Zones, it may, as part of its approval, change
an underlying zone of land in the Safety Zones or High Intensity Noise Area to any other zone, subject to the
following conditions:
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(a)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to a more-intense residential zone.
(b)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10,
or R-H Zones.
(c)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in the M-U-I, M-X-T, M-X-C, or M-U-TC
Zones.
(d)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone.
(e)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in an Urban Center District pursuant to Section
27A.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-213.30. - Specific District Council Procedures.
(a)
The District Council may propose changes, revisions, or amendments to the map or text of a Map Amendment
transmitted by the Planning Board, at any time prior to final action.
(b)
The following amendments require the District Council to hold an additional public hearing, prior to approval of
the Map Amendment:
(1)
Classification of additional properties into the M-I-O Zone
(2)
Changes to underlying zoning of properties proposed for the M-I-O Zone not requested by a property owner.
(c)
At least 15 days prior to a second public hearing, notice shall be provided in accordance with Section 27213.26(b) and (c).
(d)
The District Council shall not take final action on the Map Amendment later than 180 calendar days after receipt
of the Planning Board's resolution. If no final action is taken within this time period, the Military Installation
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be deemed disapproved.
(e)
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Approval and voting requirements. Approval of a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall
be by Ordinance or Resolution, and shall be approved by a majority vote of the full Council. Where all or a
portion of a proposed Military Installation Overlay Zone lies within the boundaries of a municipal corporation, a
two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the full Council shall be required to approve any portion of the Map
Amendment contrary to the recommendation of a municipality concerning land within its boundaries.
(f)
Notice of approval. Notice of approval of a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall be
published by the Clerk of the Council at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record, and shall be sent
to the Planning Board, all owners of land, and any municipality lying, wholly or in part within the proposed
boundaries of the Military Installation Overlay Zone.
(CB-42-2015)
DIVISION 3. - LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS TO LOCAL ZONING LAWS.
Sec. 27-214. - Form of Zoning Bills.
All legislative amendments to the local zoning laws shall be introduced as bills. All Zoning Bills shall be
identified as such in the heading of the bill. The enacting clause shall identify the County Council as the "County
Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, sitting as the District Council."
(CB-95-2018)
Sec. 27-215. - Rules of procedure.
(a)
Where not otherwise provided by law, the Rules of Procedure for the Prince George's County Council shall be
applicable when the District Council acts on Zoning Ordinance legislative amendments to the local zoning laws.
Zoning Ordinance amendments shall not be governed by provisions of the Rules of Procedure establishing
effective dates for other bills.
(b)
An amendment of a proposed legislative amendment to the local zoning laws does not have to be readvertised,
and no additional public hearing has to be held, provided the amendment falls within the action possible by the
District Council under the original advertisement of the subject matter of the Zoning Bill.
(CB-95-2018)
Sec. 27-216. - Notice of public hearing.
Before the County Council of Prince George's County, sitting as the District Council for that portion of the
Maryland-Washington Regional District within Prince George's County, may adopt a legislative amendment to
the local zoning laws for the County, the Council shall conduct a duly advertised public hearing on the proposed
law or amendment. The Council shall provide public notice of the time and place of the public hearing in at least
one (1) newspaper of general circulation in the Regional District within Prince George's County, i.e., within the
designated newspapers of record for the County, at least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the scheduled
public hearing on a proposed Zoning bill.
(CB-95-2018)
Sec. 27-217. - Referral to Planning Board.
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Proposed legislative amendments to the local zoning laws of the County shall be transmitted to the Planning
Board by the Clerk of the Council and, thereafter, respective notice of the date, time, and location of the public
hearing scheduled as to the proposed Zoning bill. Within five (5) days of the date of referral, the Planning Board
shall submit comments and a recommendation as to the proposed zoning legislation to the Clerk of the Council.
The respective standing committee of the County Council shall not schedule a public work session on the
proposed legislative amendment to the local zoning laws prior to the conclusion of the five-day referral period.
If the Planning Board is not in session within the prescribed referral timeframe, then the Planning Director may
submit a recommendation on the proposed zoning legislation on behalf of Planning Board. The failure by the
Planning Board to submit comments on a pending legislative amendment to the local zoning laws shall
constitute a Planning Board recommendation of approval. Comments received on referral as to proposed zoning
legislation shall be posted online for public access by the respective standing committee of the Council.
(CB-95-2018)
Sec. 27-218. - Adoption.
The adoption of a legislative amendment to the local zoning laws of Prince George's County shall be by majority
of the full Council. Upon adoption, a copy of the adopted bill shall be transmitted to the Planning Board by the
Clerk of the Council. The effective date of a legislative amendment to the local zoning laws may be the date of
the enactment or a later date established in the legislation.
(CB-95-2018)
Sec. 27-219. - Reconsideration.
After the effective date of the bill, the District Council shall only reconsider a Zoning Ordinance amendment by
introducing a new Zoning Bill.
(CB-95-2018)
DIVISION 4. - SECTIONAL MAP AMENDMENT (SMA).
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-220. - Purpose and intent.
(a)
Sectional Map Amendment (SMA) procedures are provided for the comprehensive rezoning of all planning
areas of Prince George's County. The following is the intent of establishing these procedures:
(1)
To provide for a systematic review of zoning and land use and how they conform to the principles of orderly
comprehensive land use planning and staged development (as reflected in established public plans and policies)
and planned public facilities;
(2)
To limit piecemeal rezoning;
(3)
To limit Zoning Map Amendment cases heard by the Zoning Hearing Examiner and approved to:
(A)
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Cases where there is a clear legal mandate that the applicant's property rights would be denied if zoning was
withheld;
(B)
Cases where there is a pressing public interest;
(C)
Cases involving certain Comprehensive Design and Mixed Use Zones; and
(D)
Cases where the applicant demonstrates that a clear mistake was made in the original zoning or subsequent
rezoning by adoption of a Sectional Map Amendment.
(4)
To consider cases where sufficient evidence justifies rezoning but does not compel it. These cases should be
considered as a part of the Sectional Map Amendment, except where the most recent Sectional Map Amendment
involving the property was adopted more than ten (10) years prior to the application being filed.
(CB-68-1989; CB-53-1991; CB-63-1992)
Sec. 27-221. - Timetables for Sectional Map Amendment review.
(a)
In order to not delay the orderly development of the County, Sectional Map Amendments should be considered
at reasonable periodic intervals. In order to accomplish this, the District Council shall establish timetables for
consideration of Sectional Map Amendments for all of the Regional District in the County.
(b)
The District Council shall schedule a Sectional Map Amendment for each planning area at least once every ten
(10) years. If any part of a planning area is scheduled more than once in a five (5) year period, the specific
reason shall be stated in the resolution scheduling the preparation.
(c)
The District Council shall initiate a Map Amendment for all of the Regional District in the County by March 15,
1996, for consideration of the R-O-S Zone. In this Map Amendment, property may only be retained in its
existing zoning category or reclassified to the R-O-S Zone.
(CB-68-1989; CB-73-1994)
Sec. 27-222. - Review criteria.
(a)
Sectional Map Amendments shall be in conformance with the principles of orderly, comprehensive land use
planning and staged development, and shall be based on the General Plan or the applicable Master Plan or Sector
Plan.
(b)
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Prior to the approval of a Sectional Map Amendment, the Council shall consider the following:
(1)
The character of the area under review;
(2)
The suitability of particular uses;
(3)
The protection of natural features in the area;
(4)
The conservation of the value of buildings and communities;
(5)
The most appropriate use of land throughout the County;
(6)
Any adopted current staging policy, or Capital Improvement or Economic Development Program;
(7)
The environmental and economic impact upon both the area under review and the entire County;
(8)
The protection of the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County.
(CB-35-2011)
Sec. 27-223. - Limitations on zoning.
(a)
In a Sectional Map Amendment, property may be reclassified to any zone established in the Zoning Ordinance
and Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes Development and Zoning Code of Prince George's County (Subtitle
27A), except the Military Installation Overlay Zone, Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone and the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones; and except for property located in the Resource Conservation
Overlay Zone, which may not be reclassified to a Commercial or Industrial Zone, any Comprehensive Design
Zone except the V-M and V-L Zones, or Mixed Use Zones. No Military Installation Overlay Zone or
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone may be established or amended through the Sectional Map
Amendment procedures; however, Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Zoning Map Amendment procedures, and
Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment procedures pursuant to Section 27-213.23 through 27213.27 of this Subtitle, may occur simultaneously with Sectional Map Amendment procedures for the same area,
if so authorized by the District Council.
(b)
The District Council may only consider zoning property to a Comprehensive Design Zone where:
(1)
2503/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A Zoning Map Amendment application requesting such a zone has been filed in conformance with Section 27179 and the Planning Board has made its recommendation on the application;
(2)
In the V-M and V-L Zones, where the property owner(s) has consented to the zoning; or
(3)
Such a zone has been proposed in a Sectional Map Amendment to implement the design guidelines or standards
intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan or Sector Plan.
(A)
A recommendation for approval shall address the land use types, land use relationships, and maximum and
minimum land use quantities, as well as the base, minimum, and maximum densities; and commercial/industrial
intensities, general circulation pattern, general location of major access points and land use relationships shown
on the Basic Plan.
(B)
The design guidelines or standards intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master
Plan, Sector Plan, or the Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change may constitute the Basic Plan for
development on property where a Comprehensive Design Zone is established through a Sectional Map
Amendment.
(C)
Property owners must give written notice of their non-acceptance of the Comprehensive Design Zone to the
Planning Board and District Council prior to or within thirty (30) days following Sectional Map Amendment
approval. Upon receipt of the notice of non-acceptance of the rezoning, their property shall be classified as the
alternative base density zone recommended in the Sectional Map Amendment, or if none has been
recommended, the existing zoning of the property shall be retained.
(c)
The District Council may only consider zoning property to the Mixed Use Community Zone where a Zoning
Map Amendment application requesting the Zone has been filed in conformance with Section 27-199 and the
Planning Board has made its recommendation on the application.
(d)
The District Council may only consider zoning property to the Reserved Open Space Zone where the property
owner has requested or consented, in writing, to the zoning. In the case of publicly-owned land, this requirement
does not apply. A property owner may not request the R-O-S Zone if any existing use on the property, with the
exception of a publicly-owned use, would become nonconforming as a result of noncompliance with the
required minimum net lot area as set forth in Section 27-442(b).
(e)
The District Council may only consider zoning property to the Mixed-Use Town Center Zone where such a zone
is recommended in an adopted or approved Master Plan and a Town Center Development Plan is prepared in
accordance with Section 27-546.13 and approved in conjunction with the Sectional Map Amendment, or if it is
found to be an older, substantially developed mixed-use community.
(f)
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No property shall be zoned C-1, C-2, C-C, C-G, or C-H if it was not classified in that zone prior to the approval
of the Sectional Map Amendment. Property may only be zoned to the R-P-C Zone in accordance with Section
27-158.
(g)
No property may be zoned to a less intense category (Section 27-109(b)) if:
(1)
The property has been zoned by Zoning Map Amendment within five (5) years prior to the initiation of the
Sectional Map Amendment or during the period between initiation and transmittal to the District Council, and
the property owner has not consented (in writing) to the zoning; or
(2)
Based on existing physical development at the time of adoption of the Sectional Map Amendment, the zoning
would create a nonconforming use. This zoning may be approved, however, if there is a significant public
benefit to be served by the zoning based on facts peculiar to the subject property and the immediate
neighborhood. In recommending the zoning, the Planning Board shall identify these properties and provide
written justification supporting the zoning at the time of transmittal. The failure of either the Planning Board or
property owner to identify these properties, or a failure of the Planning Board to provide the written justification,
shall not invalidate any Council action in the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment.
(3)
Notwithstanding Subsection (g)(1) above, property located in an area designated by the General Plan as a Center
or Corridor Node and subject to an applicable Regulating Plan established in accordance with the procedures of
Subtitle 27A of the County Code, may be zoned to a less intense category only to meet the goals and regulations
of Subtitle 27A, the General Plan, and the applicable Master or Sector Plan for the property.
(h)
The area of the "property," as that word is used in Subsection (g)(2), above, is the minimum required by the
Zoning Ordinance which makes the use legally existing when the Sectional Map Amendment is approved.
(i)
No property may be zoned R-T if it was not classified in that zone prior to the initiation of the Sectional Map
Amendment, except where the most recent Sectional Map Amendment involving the property was approved
prior to 1990, unless:
(1)
The proposed development on the property to be rezoned to R-T will consist only of one-family attached
metropolitan dwelling units; or
(2)
The property to be rezoned to R-T is located within a mixed-use activity center designated as a "Transit Village"
in the applicable Area Master Plan.
(j)
The District Council may not classify property in the Development District Overlay Zone unless the zone is
recommended in an approved Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan. The Plan shall be prepared
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in accordance with Part 13 and Section 27-548.24, and the Development District Overlay Zone shall be
implemented by a Sectional Map Amendment.
(k)
The District Council may not classify property in the Mixed Use - Infill Zone unless the property is in the
Transit District Overlay Zone or the Development District Overlay Zone and proposed development is subject to
site plan review.
(l)
The District Council may not classify property in the Transit District Overlay Zone unless the zone is
recommended in an approved Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan, or a Transit District
Overlay Zoning Map Amendment has been initiated pursuant to the regulations of Section 27-213.01 to 27213.06. The Plan shall be prepared in accordance with Part 13, a Transit District Development Plan shall be
prepared in accordance with Section 27-548.07, and the Transit District Overlay Zone shall be implemented by a
Sectional Map Amendment.
(m)
The District Council may not classify property in the Urban Center or Urban Corridor Node Zones (UC) unless
the property is located in an area designated by the General Plan (as amended) as a Metropolitan, Regional, or
Community Center or designated as a Corridor Node in a Master Plan or Sector Plan, and is developed in
accordance with the regulations specified in Subtitle 27A of the Prince George's County Code.
(n)
The zoning reclassification, via approval of a Sectional Map Amendment, for property located wholly or
partially within the Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone is subject to the following
restrictions:
(1)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to a more-intense Residential zone.
(2)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be rezoned to the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10,
or R-H Zones.
(3)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in the M-U-I, M-X-T, M-X-C, or M-U-TC
Zones.
(4)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone.
(5)
No land in the Safety Zones of the M-I-O Zone shall be placed in an Urban Center District pursuant to Subtitle
27A of this Code.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-72-1987; CB-134-1988; CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-63-1992; CB-2-1994;
CB-73-1994; CB-76-1995; CB-55-1996; CB-8-2000; CB-10-2001; CB-27-2001; CB-33-2005; CB-37-2006;
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CB-76-2006; CB-2-2010; CB-35-2011; CB-42-2015)
SUBDIVISION 2. - PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-224. - Authorization and initiation.
(a)
A Sectional Map Amendment shall be initiated by a resolution of the District Council authorizing and directing
the Planning Board to prepare a proposed Amendment. Initiation shall be in accordance with the approved
planning scheduled work program and budget of the Commission.
(b)
The resolution shall designate the area involved. Sectional Map Amendments shall be limited to planning areas
(or combinations of planning areas), municipalities, those areas subject to a Master Plan or Sector Plan, or areas
subject to an urban renewal plan adopted by the County, or adopted by a municipality and reviewed by the
Planning Board.
(c)
The resolution and any descriptive data shall be available for public inspection at the office of the Planning
Board.
(d)
The resolution shall be advertised in the County newspapers of record for at least two (2) successive weeks after
its adoption.
(CB-35-2011; CB-21-2013)
Sec. 27-225. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
Requests for rezoning.
(1)
Within thirty (30) days after the initiation resolution has been adopted, any person may request that specific
zones (except Comprehensive Design Zones, the Mixed Use Community Zone, and the Reserved Open Space
Zone) be considered for specific properties during the Sectional Map Amendment process. If the optional
Planning Board procedures (Sections 27-225.01 or 27-225.01.05) are used, there is no need for such requests to
be filed and this Subsection does not apply.
(2)
In the case of a Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the R-O-S Zone, a property owner may
request that the R-O-S Zone be considered for his specific property. A request shall not be considered if any
existing use on the property, with the exception of a publicly-owned use, would become nonconforming as a
result of noncompliance with the required minimum net lot area as set forth in Section 27-442(b).
(3)
The requests shall be made on forms provided by the Planning Board and shall be available for general public
review.
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(4)
Each request shall be accompanied by a statement describing how the proposed zoning change complies with the
General Plan, the applicable Master Plan or Sector Plan or any adopted County staging policy or economic
development program.
(5)
Requests for a Comprehensive Design Zone during the Sectional Map Amendment process must include a
description of land use types, quantities, and relationships, and an illustrated Basic Plan.
(b)
Comprehensive Design Zone reconsideration.
(1)
Comprehensive Design Zone applications within pending proposed Sectional Map Amendment areas which
have already been considered by the Planning Board (but not yet decided by the District Council) may be
reconsidered by the Planning Board for the purposes of incorporating them into the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment.
(c)
Preparation of Zoning Maps.
(1)
After receiving authorization to prepare a Sectional Map Amendment, the Planning Board shall prepare a
proposed Zoning Map (and text) in keeping with the purpose, intent, and requirements of the Sectional Map
Amendment process.
(2)
In the case of a Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the R-O-S Zone, the Planning Board
shall use the inventory of public land submitted by the Council as a basis in the preparation of the proposed
Zoning Map. All land purchased with Program Open Space funds shall be included in the proposed Zoning Map,
unless it can be demonstrated that there is a more appropriate zoning category for the land based on its intended
future use, or unless the public agency has a need to maintain certain properties, or portions of properties, in a
more intense zoning category. If land purchased with Program Open Space funds that has been placed in the RO-S Zone is subsequently disposed of for the purpose of construction of a public facility, the value of the
property, for the purpose of compensation of the agency, shall be based on the original purchase price.
(3)
The proposed Sectional Map Amendment shall include the following information:
(A)
A description of the area covered;
(B)
The boundaries of the proposed zoning classifications. The boundaries shall be described on a map by either:
(i)
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Lot, block, and subdivision divisions;
(ii)
Streets, roads, streams, or other topographic landmarks; or
(iii)
Bearings and distances (in feet);
(C)
Indications of where the proposed zones are different than existing zones;
(D)
The scale of all maps and a north arrow; and
(E)
A list of those properties on which any use exists which is not allowed under the current zoning classification of
that property.
(d)
Public hearing and public release.
(1)
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment. In the case of a
Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the R-O-S Zone, this requirement does not apply, and
the Planning Board hearing will be held jointly with the District Council in accordance with Section 27-226(b)
(1)(B). It shall be released for public inspection at least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing.
(e)
Notice.
(1)
The public hearing shall be advertised in the three (3) County newspapers of record once a week for at least two
(2) successive weeks between the time of the release and the date of the hearing. The notice shall contain the
date, time, place, and purpose of the hearing.
(2)
At the time of release, the Planning Board shall obtain from the Office of Assessments and Taxation a listing of
the owners of land within the boundaries of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment. The Board shall mail
written notice of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to all listed property owners. The notice shall include
the boundaries of the area involved, the date, time, and place of the Planning Board's hearing, and the methods
for obtaining additional information. The notice shall also advise the owners that approval of the Sectional Map
Amendment by the District Council could result in rezoning, which could affect property values and property
taxes. This mailing is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning Board to send, or the property
owner to receive, the mailing shall not invalidate the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment by the Council.
This mailing requirement shall not apply to a Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the R-OS Zone pursuant to Section 27-221(c).
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(3)
A specific notice shall be sent by first class mail to all owners of land for which a change in zoning is proposed
in the Sectional Map Amendment. This notice shall inform the property owner that a zoning change has been
proposed for their property, and provide information regarding the date, time, and place of the public hearing on
the proposed change. This mailing is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning Board to send,
or the property owner to receive, the mailing shall not invalidate the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment
by the Council.
(f)
Action and transmittal.
(1)
The Planning Board shall take action to transmit the proposed Sectional Map Amendment (with or without
amendments) by resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(2)
Within ninety (90) days after the public hearing, the Planning Board shall transmit the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment to the District Council and to each municipality located either within the area of the proposed
Sectional Map Amendment or within one-half (1/2) mile of that area. These municipalities shall be advised to
refer their comments on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council within ninety (90) days
of receipt of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment.
(3)
Transmitted with the resolution shall be the proposed Zoning Map (and text), and a statement justifying the
proposal.
(4)
Prior to transmittal, the District Council may (by resolution) extend the date of transmittal.
(g)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
(1)
Upon transmittal of a proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council, the Planning Board shall
postpone accepting or processing any Zoning Map Amendment application (except for a Comprehensive Design
Zone) within the area of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment until after final action by the District Council
on the Sectional Map Amendment.
(2)
After approval of a Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council, all applicants who wish to proceed with
a postponed application (requesting a zoning classification not approved, or only partially approved, in the
Sectional Map Amendment), or an application requesting a Comprehensive Design Zone that was not approved,
or approved with a Basic Plan modified by the Council, shall so notify the Planning Board (in writing). The
application shall be processed in accordance with all procedures and requirements which normally apply to
Zoning Map Amendment applications. Failure of an applicant to so notify the Planning Board within thirty (30)
days after a Sectional Map Amendment is approved shall constitute a withdrawal of the application.
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(3)
The provisions of Sections 27-147, 27-163, 27-183, and 27-203 shall apply only if a Technical Staff Report had
been published for the application prior to postponing the processing of the application.
(4)
In the event that a proposed Sectional Map Amendment is disapproved by the District Council, the Planning
Board shall resume the processing of all postponed applications.
(5)
A pending application for a Zoning Map Amendment shall be deemed terminated if action on the Sectional Map
Amendment grants the zoning reclassification requested by the applicant or, in the case of a Comprehensive
Design Zone application, if action on the Sectional Map Amendment both grants the requested zone and also
approves the Basic Plan without modification.
(6)
This Subsection (g) shall not apply to a Map Amendment initiated solely for the consideration of the R-O-S
Zone pursuant to Section 27-221(c).
(CB-36-1984; CB-55-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-33-1992; CB-109-1993; CB-73-1994; CB-76-1995; CB-76-2006;
CB-35-2011)
Sec. 27-225.01. - Optional Planning Board procedures; initiation when Area Master Plan or Sector Plan is
approved.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
The Planning Board may be authorized to prepare a proposed Sectional Map Amendment utilizing the
procedures of this Section by:
(A)
A separate resolution of the District Council initiating the Amendment; or
(B)
The approval of an Area Master Plan or Sector Plan which contains (as one of its elements) a Zoning Proposal
(including a map, a list of proposed zoning changes, text, and supporting details), as well as a Land Use Plan.
The date of initiation of a Sectional Map Amendment shall be the date of approval of an Area Master Plan by the
District Council which contains a Zoning Proposal and Land Use Plan.
(b)
Preparation of Zoning Map.
(1)
The Planning Board shall prepare a proposed Zoning Map (and text) in accordance with the recommendations
contained in the approved Zoning Proposal element of the adopted Master Plan or Sector Plan, unless
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documented to be in conflict with County laws or policies established elsewhere.
(2)
The proposed Sectional Map Amendment shall include the information required in Section 27-225(c)(3).
(c)
Comprehensive Design Zone reconsideration.
(1)
Comprehensive Design Zone applications within pending proposed Sectional Map Amendment areas which
have already been considered by the Planning Board (but not yet decided by the District Council) may be
reconsidered by the Planning Board for the purposes of incorporating them into the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment.
(d)
Action and transmittal.
(1)
The Planning Board shall take action to transmit the proposed Sectional Map Amendment by resolution adopted
at a regularly scheduled public meeting.
(2)
The Planning Board shall transmit the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the County Executive and the
District Council, and to each municipality located either within the area of the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment or within one-half (1/2) mile of that area. The County Executive and those municipalities shall be
advised to refer their comments on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council at the
scheduled (Council) public hearing.
(3)
Transmitted with the resolution shall be the proposed Zoning Map (and text) and a statement justifying the
proposal.
(e)
Notice.
(1)
After transmittal of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment, the Planning Board shall obtain from the Office of
Assessments and Taxation a listing of the owners of land within the boundaries of the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment. The Board shall mail written notice of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to all listed
property owners. The notice shall include the boundaries of the area involved, the date, time, and place of the
District Council's hearing, and the methods for obtaining additional information. The notice shall also advise the
owners that approval of the Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council could result in rezoning, which
could affect property values and property taxes. This mailing is for informational purposes only. The failure of
the Planning Board to send, or the property owner to receive, the mailing shall not invalidate the approval of the
Sectional Map Amendment by the Council.
(2)
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A specific notice shall be sent by first class mail to all owners of land for which a change in zoning is proposed
in the Sectional Map Amendment. This notice shall inform the property owner that a zoning change has been
proposed for their property, and provide information regarding the date, time, and place of the public hearing on
the proposed change. This mailing is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning Board to send,
or the property owner to receive, the mailing shall not invalidate the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment
by the Council.
(f)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
(1)
Upon adoption of a preliminary plan pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-645(c), the Planning Board shall
postpone accepting or processing any Zoning Map Amendment application (except for a Comprehensive Design
Zone) within the area of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment until after final action by the District Council
on the Sectional Map Amendment.
(2)
After approval of a Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council, all applicants who wish to proceed with
a postponed application (requesting a zoning classification not approved, or only partially approved, in the
Sectional Map Amendment), or an application requesting a Comprehensive Design Zone that was not approved,
or was approved with a Basic Plan modified by the Council, shall so notify the Planning Board (in writing). The
application shall be processed in accordance with all procedures and requirements which normally apply to
Zoning Map Amendment applications. Failure of an applicant to so notify the Planning Board within thirty (30)
days after a Sectional Map Amendment is approved shall constitute a withdrawal of the application.
(3)
The provisions of Sections 27-147, 27-163, 27-183, and 27-203 shall apply only if a Technical Staff Report has
been published for the application prior to postponing the processing of the application.
(4)
In the event that a proposed Sectional Map Amendment is disapproved by the District Council, the Planning
Board shall resume the processing of all postponed applications.
(5)
A pending application for a Zoning Map Amendment shall be deemed terminated if action on the Sectional Map
Amendment grants the zoning reclassification requested by the applicant or, in the case of a Comprehensive
Design Zone application, if action on the Sectional Map Amendment both grants the requested zone and also
approves the Basic Plan without modification.
(CB-36-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-68-1989; CB-33-1992; CB-109-1993; CB-35-2011)
Sec. 27-225.01.01. through Sec. 27-225.01.04. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-225.01.05. - Optional Planning Board procedures; initiation concurrent with Area Master Plan or Sector
Plan.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
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The Planning Board may be authorized in writing by the District Council to prepare a Sectional Map
Amendment concurrently with an Area Master Plan. The date of initiation of the Sectional Map Amendment
shall be the date of the initiation of the Area Master Plan or Sector Plan by the Planning Board with the written
concurrence of the District Council.
(b)
Preparation of a Zoning Map.
(1)
The Planning Board shall prepare a proposed Zoning Map, which shall be based upon the recommendations
contained in the preliminary plan, concurrently with, and as part of, the Area Master Plan or Sector Plan, unless
documented to be in conflict with County laws or policies established elsewhere.
(2)
The proposed Sectional Map Amendment shall include the information required in Section 27-225(c)(2).
(c)
Comprehensive Design Zone reconsideration.
(1)
Comprehensive Design Zone applications within pending Sectional Map Amendment areas, which have already
been considered by the Planning Board (but not yet decided by the District Council), may be reconsidered by the
Planning Board for the purposes of incorporating them into the Sectional Map Amendment.
(d)
Action and transmittal.
(1)
The Planning Board shall transmit the Sectional Map Amendment it endorsed as part of the adopted Area Master
Plan or Sector Plan in accordance with Section 27-645(c).
(e)
Notice.
(1)
The Planning Board shall notify all owners of land within the boundaries of the Sectional Map Amendment in
accordance with Section 27-644(c).
(f)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
(1)
The Planning Board shall process pending Zoning Map Amendment cases in accordance with Section 27225.01(f).
(CB-33-1992; CB-39-2005; CB-35-2011)
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Sec. 27-225.02. - Planning Board/Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement procedures.
(a)
Pending building permit applications.
(1)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement and the Planning Board of the approval of an Area Master Plan or Sector Plan that includes a
Zoning Proposal that was prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01, or the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement upon the transmittal of a proposed Sectional Map
Amendment from the Planning Board to the District Council pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225 or
Section 27-225.01.05. The Planning Board or its authorized representative shall postpone recommendations for
building permit applications, and the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall postpone the
issuance of building permits, for land within the area of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment, when the lot
or parcel of land on which construction is proposed is in a Commercial or Industrial Zone, was proposed by the
Planning Board for a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted, is undeveloped, and has been
in the same zone for more than ten (10) years. Building permit applications shall not be processed or issued until
after final action by the District Council on the Sectional Map Amendment. This Subsection shall not apply to a
lot or parcel of land for which a grading permit has been issued by Prince George's County, sediment and
erosion control devices have been installed by the permittee, and site grading activities have been initiated by the
permittee.
(2)
After final action on a Sectional Map Amendment by the District Council, all applications shall be processed in
accordance with the procedures and requirements that normally apply to building permit applications.
(b)
Expiration of building permits.
(1)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement and the Planning Board of the approval of a Sectional Map Amendment pursuant to Section 27226.
(2)
Following notification of the approval of a Sectional Map Amendment, the Planning Board or its authorized
representative shall identify building permits for lots or parcels within the area of the approved Sectional Map
Amendment that were rezoned to a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted, and advise the
Building Official accordingly.
(3)
The Building Official shall determine by inspection if completion of construction pursuant to a validly issued
building permit is being diligently pursued, as witnessed by the completed construction of the building
foundation. If the building foundation, as defined in Subtitle 4, is complete, the building permit shall not expire
in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection and Section 4-112 of Subtitle 4.
(4)
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If a determination is made that completion of construction is not being diligently pursued, as witnessed by the
lack of a completed building foundation pursuant to a validly issued permit, the Building Official shall notify the
permit holder that the building permit has expired by its own terms.
(CB-51-1990; CB-33-1992; CB-35-2011; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-226. - District Council procedures.
(a)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
(1)
After Planning Board transmittal of a proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council, or upon
adoption of a preliminary plan under Section 27-645(c) (by optional Planning Board procedures under Section
27-225.01 or Section 27-225.01.05), the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall postpone processing pending Zoning
Map Amendment applications within the area of the proposed Sectional Map Amendment until after final
Sectional Map Amendment action by the District Council, and applications pending before the District Council
in the Sectional Map Amendment area shall be remanded to and held by the Examiner. Zoning applications for
Basic Plan amendments which do not increase densities under an approved Basic Plan are not subject to this
subparagraph.
(2)
A Comprehensive Design Zone application for which the Planning Board has made a recommendation may be
included by the District Council in a Sectional Map Amendment, even if the Zoning Hearing Examiner has not
held a public hearing. The Council may include in the Sectional Map Amendment record evidence submitted for
the Comprehensive Design Zone application.
(3)
The District Council's approval of a zoning application in the Sectional Map Amendment shall constitute final
action on the application.
(4)
After a Sectional Map Amendment is approved, applicants who wish to proceed with applications which had
been stayed in processing or remanded to the Examiner shall notify the Hearing Examiner. The applications shall
then be processed in accordance with all procedures and requirements which normally apply to Zoning Map
Amendment applications. Applicants who do not give written notification to the Hearing Examiner of their
intent to proceed within thirty (30) days of Sectional Map Amendment approval shall be deemed to have
withdrawn their applications, and the provisions of Sections 27-147, 27-163, 27-183, and 27-203 shall apply.
(5)
If an applicant elects to proceed with an application, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall (by reference) introduce
in the record and take administrative notice of the Sectional Map Amendment. The Hearing Examiner shall hold
additional hearings or otherwise ascertain the facts and issues raised or presented in Sectional Map Amendment
proceedings.
(6)
If the District Council disapproves a Sectional Map Amendment, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall forthwith
resume the processing of all postponed and remanded applications.
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(b)
Public hearing.
(1)
Public hearing requirement.
(A)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on each proposed Sectional Map Amendment. If the Sectional
Map Amendment is proposed pursuant to Section 27-225.01.05 or Part 13, the hearing shall be a joint public
hearing before the District Council and Planning Board in accordance with Section 27-644(c).
(B)
For a Map Amendment initiated solely for consideration of the R-O-S Zone, the hearing shall be a joint public
hearing before the District Council and Planning Board, at which a quorum of each body shall be present.
(C)
The Council's public hearing shall be held within ninety (90) days of receipt of the Planning Board resolution on
the proposed Sectional Map Amendment; within four (4) months of initiation of a Sectional Map Amendment
pursuant to Section 27-225.01; or as provided in Part 13.
(2)
Notice of hearing.
(A)
The public hearing shall be advertised in the three (3) County newspapers of record at least thirty (30) days
before the scheduled hearing date. The notice shall describe the general boundaries and size of the area involved
in the Sectional Map Amendment, the subject of the Sectional Map Amendment, and the date, time, and place of
the hearing.
(B)
A continued hearing shall be advertised in the County newspapers of record at least fifteen (15) calendar days in
advance, unless the date is announced at the time the hearing is continued.
(C)
When not authorized under optional Planning Board procedures in Section 27-225.01 or Section 27-225.01.05,
notice shall also be sent to all property owners in accordance with Sections 27-225(e)(2) and (3).
(3)
Hearing testimony.
(A)
Any interested party, including representatives of the Planning Board and other public agencies, may present
testimony at the public hearing. All testimony shall be transcribed.
(B)
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The hearing record shall remain open at least fifteen (15) days after the hearing.
(c)
Amendments prior to final action.
(1)
The District Council may propose changes, revisions, or amendments to the map or text of a Sectional Map
Amendment transmitted by the Planning Board, at any time prior to final action.
(2)
For purposes of this Section, an "amendment" or "amendments" to a transmitted Sectional Map Amendment are
changes or revisions to the map or text which did not receive substantial staff and Planning Board review prior
to the transmittal. A change or revision constitutes an amendment to the transmitted Sectional Map Amendment
and is subject to all hearing requirements in this Section, unless it satisfies the criteria below.
(3)
A change or revision does not constitute an amendment to the transmitted Sectional Map Amendment if:
(A)
At any time before close of the Sectional Map Amendment record after the initial public hearing, it was
proposed in a published Sectional Map Amendment plan (from staff or Planning Board) or requested by
memorandum or testimony (oral or written) from the property owner or other party in Sectional Map
Amendment proceedings, including without limitation a member of either the Planning Department staff, the
Planning Board, or the District Council;
(B)
It was reviewed and commented on in writing by staff, before Sectional Map Amendment transmittal; and
(C)
It was reviewed by the Planning Board and then approved or disapproved in the Planning Board resolution
transmitting the Sectional Map Amendment to the District Council.
(4)
If amendments are proposed, then the District Council shall hold an additional public hearing, prior to approval
of the Sectional Map Amendment. The hearing shall be advertised in the three (3) County newspapers of record
at least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the scheduled hearing, giving notice of the date, time, and location.
Amendments proposed only to retain the existing zoning of property may be approved by the Council without
holding an additional public hearing.
(5)
Written notice shall be sent by first class mail to all owners of land for which an amendment to the Sectional
Map Amendment has been proposed by the District Council (or Planning Board, if prepared according to
Section 27-225.01.05). The notice shall inform the property owner of the zoning change proposed for their
property and the date, time, and place of the hearing on the amendment. No notice is required if no public
hearing will be held. This mailing is for informational purposes only, and failure of the Planning Board to send,
or the property owner to receive, the notice shall not invalidate any part of the Sectional Map Amendment.
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(6)
A notice that amendments to the Sectional Map Amendment have been proposed shall be sent to all property
owners in accordance with the requirements and procedures of Section 27-225(e)(2). No notice is required if no
public hearing will be held.
(7)
All of the District Council's proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board for the Board's
written comments. The comments, if any, shall be submitted to the Council prior to the Council's action on the
amendments.
(d)
Record evidence.
(1)
The testimony received at the hearing shall be transcribed and made a part of the Sectional Map Amendment
record. Exhibits introduced at any time prior to the close of the record shall be identified sequentially and
maintained as part of the record.
(2)
At the close of each public hearing, the Chairman shall announce a date by which evidence will be accepted by
the Clerk of the Council for inclusion in the Sectional Map Amendment record. After that date, the Council may
include additional evidence in the record upon motion and majority vote of the Council Members present at a
meeting or work session on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment. If new evidence is presented orally at a
meeting or work session, it shall not be considered a part of the Sectional Map Amendment record unless
submitted for the record in written form within the time specified by the Council.
(e)
Voting requirements.
(1)
After the public hearing, the District Council (in full Council session or committee work session) shall review
and act upon each change in zoning classification recommended by the Planning Board. Votes may include more
than one property or group of properties. Any Council modification of the Planning Board submission shall be
included as an amendment under Subsection (c), above. Except as otherwise required by this Subsection, the
vote to adopt each change in zoning classification shall require a majority vote of those present and voting when
acting in Council committee work session, and a majority vote of the full Council when acting in a business or
legislative session of the full District Council.
(2)
If a proposed rezoning of a parcel of land conflicts with the recommendation of a municipality (within whose
boundaries the land is located), a separate vote on rezoning that land shall be taken. The rezoning of the land
may occur only upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of members of the full Council. If the Council fails
to obtain this two-thirds (2/3) majority vote, the property may be rezoned to any alternate zoning category
recommended by the municipality (in writing), provided that:
(A)
The zoning category is consistent with the adopted and approved Master Plan or Sector Plan; or
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(B)
The zoning category is the same as the one existing on the property prior to the Sectional Map Amendment.
(3)
If the Council rezones property to a Comprehensive Design Zone and that zone is not in conformance with a
Master Plan or Sector Plan, the zone shall only be approved upon a majority vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members of the full Council.
(f)
Approval.
(1)
The District Council may (after the public hearing) approve the proposed Sectional Map Amendment with or
without amendments. The approval shall be by Ordinance or Resolution.
(2)
The District Council shall take final action at any time within sixty (60) days after the final hearing on the
Sectional Map Amendment. Final action shall take place not later than seven (7) months from the time the
Sectional Map Amendment is received from the Planning Board or from the date of the initiation of a Sectional
Map Amendment processed under the optional Planning Board procedures in Section 27-225.01. If no final
action is taken within this period, the Sectional Map Amendment shall be deemed disapproved. If the Sectional
Map Amendment is processed under the optional Planning Board procedures in Section 27-225.01.05, the
District Council shall take final action on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment in accordance with Section
27-646.
(3)
The approval of a Sectional Map Amendment shall repeal and readopt with amendments that portion of the
Zoning Map encompassed by the Amendment.
(4)
When a Comprehensive Design Zone is included as part of a Sectional Map Amendment, the District Council
shall approve a Basic Plan setting forth general land use types, range of dwelling unit densities and
commercial/industrial intensities, general circulation pattern, general location of major access points, and land
use relationships. The design guidelines or standards intended to implement the development concept
recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or the Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change may constitute
the Basic Plan for development on property where a Comprehensive Design Zone is established through a
Sectional Map Amendment. The District Council shall also be satisfied that the requirements for Comprehensive
Design Zone approval (Section 27-195(b)) have been met or, if the zone is not in conformance with a Master
Plan or Sector Plan, a two-thirds majority vote of the Council shall be required as provided by Subsection (e)(3),
above.
(g)
Notice of approval.
(1)
Notice of the approval of a Sectional Map Amendment shall be immediately published by the Clerk of the
Council in the three (3) County newspapers of record. The Ordinance or Resolution of adoption shall be
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forwarded to the Planning Board, who shall make it available for public inspection.
(2)
Notice of the District Council's final action shall also be sent to all property owners in accordance with the
requirements and procedures of Section 27-225(e)(2) and (3).
(CB-36-1984; CB-55-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-68-1989; CB-33-1992; CB-100-1993; CB-109-1993; CB-1221993; CB-76-1995; CB-79-2000; CB-48-2005; CB-76-2006, CB-35-2011)
Sec. 27-227. - Resubmittal and reconsideration.
(a)
Where a Sectional Map Amendment is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid because of
procedural defects in the advertising, processing, or approval, the District Council may (on its own motion)
reconsider the Sectional Map Amendment. The Council may then reapprove the Sectional Map Amendment
(including amendments) in accordance with the procedures which apply to the original approval (except the
hearing notice requirements).
(b)
Prior to reapproval, the Council shall hold a public hearing on the matter.
(c)
The public hearing shall be advertised in the County newspapers of record once a week for at least two (2)
consecutive weeks prior to the hearing date. The notice shall contain the date, time, place, and purpose of the
hearing.
(d)
Upon resubmission, the records of the previous hearings on the Sectional Map Amendment shall be incorporated
into the record of the new hearing.
Sec. 27-228. - Revising the Sectional Map Amendment.
(a)
In general.
(1)
After approval of a Sectional Map Amendment, the District Council, upon finding fraud or mistake, may revise
the action in accordance with the procedures of this Section. The District Council shall require information
(including a description of any specific property involved) which is sufficient to justify making a different
decision on the Sectional Map Amendment. The District Council shall not change its decision unless additional
information has been submitted to substantiate such action.
(b)
Petition for revision.
(1)
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A written petition may be filed with the District Council by the Planning Board, the District Council itself, or
any person who claims to have been aggrieved by the action of the District Council. The petition shall include a
map or survey plat which clearly identifies the property at issue.
(2)
The petition must be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the final action
on the Sectional Map Amendment.
(3)
The petition shall set forth the specific facts on which the petition is based, and the name and address of the
owner of any specific property described in the petition.
(c)
Criteria for revision.
(1)
The District Council may only consider revising the Sectional Map Amendment for property that was
reclassified to a zoning category other than that which existed prior to approval of the Sectional Map
Amendment. Such consideration shall be based on the following criteria:
(A)
A factual error, which could not have been corrected by the property owner, was contained in the record of the
Sectional Map Amendment proceedings which may have caused an erroneous description of a specific property,
and which is sufficient to justify making a different decision on the Sectional Map Amendment. The failure of a
property owner or petitioner to have provided sufficient information for the record of the Sectional Map
Amendment shall not constitute a mistake.
(B)
Evidence of fraud on behalf of the District Council.
(d)
Principal Counsel review.
(1)
After receiving the petition, the Clerk of the Council shall transmit the petition to the Principal Counsel to the
District Council (or an authorized representative) for a legal opinion on the question of fraud or mistake.
(2)
The Principal Counsel to the District Council (or an authorized representative) shall, within thirty (30) days after
the close of the filing period, advise the Council on whether there is a reasonable basis for reviewing the
Sectional Map Amendment because of fraud or mistake.
(e)
Council procedures.
(1)
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If the Principal Counsel to the District Council (or an authorized representative) advises that there is a
reasonable basis to consider a revision, the Council may (by a majority vote of the full Council) set the matter
for public hearing on whether or not to adopt a revisory Ordinance or Resolution with respect to the Sectional
Map Amendment. If the Principal Counsel to the District Council (or an authorized representative) advises that
there is no reasonable basis to consider a revision, the District Council shall order a denial of the petition.
(2)
Prior to the adoption of a revisory Ordinance or Resolution, a public hearing shall be held on the matter. The
hearing shall be scheduled to take place within sixty (60) days following review by the Principal Counsel to the
District Council (or authorized representative).
(3)
The hearing shall be advertised at least once a week for two (2) successive weeks in the County newspapers of
record. The notice shall set forth the date, time, place, and purpose of the hearing, and shall contain a copy of the
Ordinance or Resolution, or a brief summary of it.
(4)
A copy of the public hearing notice shall be sent by first class mail to all persons of record in the Sectional Map
Amendment proceedings who are within the subject neighborhood as defined by the Technical Staff, to the
property owner, to the petitioner, and to a municipality if it is located within one mile of the subject property, at
least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of the hearing.
(5)
The testimony at the hearing shall be limited to testimony on the contents of the record; evidence on fraud; and
evidence which may have been omitted from the original record because of fraud or mistake. Other than
evidence regarding a factual error, the District Council shall not consider evidence which was discovered, or
came into existence after the adoption of the Sectional Map Amendment.
(6)
If the revisory Ordinance or Resolution changes the zoning classification of a property, it shall affect only the
property set forth in the Ordinance or Resolution. Any subsequent rights of appeal shall be limited to that
property and no others within the area of the Sectional Map Amendment.
(7)
The failure of the District Council to revise a Sectional Map Amendment under this Section shall not prejudice
any subsequent Zoning Map Amendment application considered.
(8)
The District Council shall not consider a petition for revision on any property which is the subject of an appeal
to the Circuit Court from the action on the Sectional Map Amendment (provided the property is specifically
identified in the appeal).
(9)
All hearings on revisory petitions shall be held on a single date, or, where necessary, on consecutive working
days until all hearings have been held.
(10)
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The District Council shall issue its decision on all revisory petitions within five (5) months after the date of
adoption of the Sectional Map Amendment. A revisory petition not finally acted upon within this time period
shall be considered denied.
(CB-33-1985; CB-4-1989; CB-14-1991)
DIVISION 5. - APPEALS AND VARIANCES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - APPEALS FROM PLANNING BOARD TO DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Sec. 27-228.01. - Appeals from Planning Board.
(a)
In any of the following cases, a person of record may file an appeal from a final Planning Board decision to the
District Council, or the Council on its own motion may elect to review a Board decision:
(1)
R-P-C Zone Official Plan amendments, Section 27-158(b)(1)(D);
(2)
Departures from Design Standards, Section 27-239.01;
(3)
Nonconforming gas station cases, Section 27-242(b)(3);
(4)
Nonconforming drive-in or fast food restaurant cases, Section 27-242(b)(4);
(5)
Certain nonconforming use certifications, Section 27-244(f);
(6)
Revocation of nonconforming use certifications, Section 27-245;
(7)
Conceptual Site Plans, Section 27-280;
(8)
Detailed Site Plans, Section 27-290;
(9)
Minor site plan changes for gas station and fast food Special Exceptions, Section 27-325;
(10)
Site plan amendments for health campus Special Exceptions, Section 27-362(a)(6);
(11)
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Comprehensive Design Plans, Section 27-523;
(12)
Specific Design Plans, Section 27-528.01;
(13)
Comprehensive Sketch Plans and Final Development Plans in the M-X-C Zone, Sections 27-546.05 and 27546.06;
(14)
Optional Parking Plans in the U-L-I Zone, Section 27-585(c);
(15)
Departures from parking and loading standards, Section 27-588.
(b)
The appeal procedures for each case shall be governed by the sections of this Subtitle applicable to that type of
case, as modified in this Subdivision.
(CB-69-2000)
Sec. 27-228.02. - Notice of Planning Board Decision; Appeals to District Council.
(a)
The Planning Board in each case shall give notice of its final decision within seven (7) days by sending a copy
of the resolution or other Board action to each person of record by first-class mail, postage prepaid. The date of
the notice shall be stated in the mailing.
(b)
An appeal shall be filed or a Council motion to review shall be made within thirty (30) days of the date of the
notice of the Planning Board's decision.
(CB-69-2000; CB-83-2015)
SUBDIVISION 2. - BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS.
Sec. 27-229. - Powers and duties.
(a)
The Board of Zoning Appeals (known in this Division as the "Board") shall have the following powers and
duties:
(1)
To hear and decide appeals involving variances from the strict application of this Subtitle (commonly known and
referred to in this Division as variances), including the provisions of Section 27-120.01(c) of this Subtitle as to
front yard driveways for property located in the R-55 (One-Family Detached Residential) and D-D-O
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(Development District Overlay) Zones, and the R-55 (One-Family Detached Residential) and T-D-O (Transit
District Overlay) Zones;
(2)
To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that, in the administration of this Subtitle, there is error in the
refusal of a building or use and occupancy permit, or in any other decision of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, the Planning Board, or any other person or body authorized to administer this
Subtitle;
(3)
To reverse, affirm, or modify any decision upon which the appeal is made;
(4)
To compel the attendance of witnesses at hearings. The Chairman or other officers of the Board may administer
oaths; and
(5)
To grant additional time to cease violations of this Subtitle, except violations of Section 27-261(b), (c), (d), (h),
and (j).
(6)
To hold an entire hearing or a portion of a hearing virtually and provide for virtual participation. Notice and
procedures for the hearing shall be in accordance with the District Council Rules of Procedure.
(CB-18-1991; CB-29-2014; CB-33-2020; CB-67-2021)
(b)
The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not have the power or duty to:
(1)
Grant appeals involving a variance from the provisions of Division 6 of Part 3, Sections 27-258, 27-259, 27-360,
27-384, 27-443, 27-463, 27-541, and Parts 10, 11, 12;
(2)
Hear and decide upon an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board in connection with the approval of a
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(3)
Reverse or modify any decision which conforms to the provisions of this Subtitle and which, therefore, is not
erroneous;
(4)
Validate or legalize any violation of law or of any of the regulations of this Subtitle;
(5)
Amend any of the provisions of this Subtitle or the Zoning Map;
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(6)
Grant a variance which is of a greater degree than a variance granted by the District Council, where the variance
granted by the Council is of less degree than requested from the Council, provided:
(A)
There has been no intervening Zoning Ordinance text amendment which changes the nature of the variance
request;
(B)
The Council has not erred in considering the original variance request; or
(C)
The proposed use has not changed from the one considered by the Council;
(7)
Grant a variance denied by the District Council;
(8)
Grant a variance from any of the requirements for development of townhouses in the R-20 Zone;
(9)
Grant a variance to any minimum net lot area requirement which would allow the recording of a subdivision plat
for two (2) or more lots which have less than the minimum net lot area for the zone in which the property is
located, unless the Planning Board approves a subdivision plat subject to the granting of the variance;
(10)
Grant a variance to any minimum net lot area requirement which would allow development on each of two (2) or
more abutting lots in the same ownership that could be combined or resubdivided to conform to the minimum
net lot area requirements of the zone in which the property is located, unless the Planning Board approves a
subdivision plat subject to the granting of the variance;
(11)
Grant a variance concerning residential density which would result in an increase in the maximum allowable
number of dwelling units per acre in a multifamily zone;
(12)
Permit a use in a zone where the use is prohibited;
(13)
Eliminate the requirement that a special exception be granted for a use;
(14)
Grant a variance to any requirements applicable to the Comprehensive Design Zones;
(CB-140-1989)
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(15)
Waive or modify any procedural requirements or filing fees;
(16)
Waive or modify any condition specifically imposed by the approving body in the discussion or action approving
a Zoning Map Amendment, Special Exception (including amendments), site plan, subdivision plat, or departure
from design standards;
(17)
Consider any application requesting additional time to cease a violation, if filed after the thirty (30) day appeal
period on a zoning violation notice has expired and through such time that the case is pending in court on a civil
citation relating to the violation notice;
(18)
Grant a variance from any part of this Subtitle setting forth a specific finding required to be made by the District
Council, Planning Board, or Board of Zoning Appeals in taking action on any matter in accordance with a
procedure addressed by this Subtitle;
(19)
Except as provided in Subsection (a)(1) of this Section, grant a variance from any provision of this Subtitle
applicable to development within an Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone, a Transit District Overlay Zone,
a Development District Overlay Zone, or a Mixed Use - Infill Zone, unless otherwise stated in the approved
Master Plan or Sector Plan for a specific Development District Overlay Zone;
(CB-2-1984; CB-81-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-8-2000; CB-10-2001; CB-27-2001; CB-15-2005; CB-67-2021)
(20)
Grant a variance from any regulation governing satellite dish antennas, except where a variance is necessary to
permit the reception of usable satellite signals. Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from
communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to that received from local commercial stations or by
way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast industry standards of good engineering practice;
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991)
(21)
Grant a variance for any pending or existing Special Exception, or any pending or approved zoning case, site
plan, or other request that is, or has been, under consideration by the District Council, unless in the grant of the
Special Exception or the approval of the zoning case, site plan, or other request the need for a variance was not
considered;
(CB-58-1987; CB-92-1992; CB-94-1994)
(22)
Grant a variance from any of the requirements of Subtitle 5B of the County Code;
(CB-76-2010; CB-64-2014)
(23)
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Except where provided in this Code, hear and decide upon an appeal from any determination regarding a
Conservation Plan, a Conservation Agreement, Subtitle 5B, or from the provisions of this Subtitle for property
located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones;
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-76-2010; CB-64-2014)
(24)
Grant a variance from the provisions of Sections 27-445.03, 27-464.02, 27-475.02, or 27-541.02 concerning day
care centers for children;
(CB-23-1988)
(25)
Grant a variance within a Recreational Community Development, unless for the sole purpose of making a home
improvement;
(CB-1-1989; CB-16-1989)
(26)
Grant a variance from requirements set forth in the Landscape Manual or any other provision of this Subtitle
concerning landscaping, buffering, or screening, with the exception of the screening requirements set forth in
Sections 27-469(b)(3) and 27-470(b)(3) of this Subtitle, provided:
(A)
The subject property adjoins only lots in an Industrial Zone that are used for a similar purpose; and
(B)
A variance from the screening requirement will not have an adverse impact on any adjoining use;
(CB-1-1989; CB-152-1989; CB-12-1991)
(27)
Grant a variance to any requirements applicable to cluster developments, except for Home Improvements as
defined in Section 27-107.01(a)(117.1);
(CB-140-1989)
(28)
Grant a variance from the provisions of Section 27-225.02;
(CB-51-1990; CB-47-1996)
(29)
Grant a variance from any provision of this Subtitle applicable to, required by, or concerning a Village Zone;
(CB-53-1991; CB-47-1996)
(30)
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Grant a variance from lot size, setback, or similar requirements in a Revitalization Overlay District, or within the
corporate limits of a Municipal Corporation, if this authority has been delegated to a municipality by the District
Council;
(CB-116-1993; CB-33-1998)
(31)
Grant additional time for a use for which a use and occupancy permit has not been issued;
(CB-98-1994)
(32)
Hear and decide upon the abandonment and automatic termination of a use and occupancy permit in accordance
with Section 27-257.01;
(CB-98-1994)
(33)
Consider any application requesting additional time to cease a violation involving a transfer station;
(CB-71-1994)
(34)
Grant a variance from any provision of this Subtitle applicable to, required by, or concerning an Adult Book
Store and/or Adult Video Store;
(CB-53-1996; CB-17-2000; CB-28-2009)
(35)
Grant a variance to Section 27-424(a) regarding fencing around outdoor swimming pools;
(CB-17-2000)
(36)
Grant a variance to any requirement in Section 27-461(b) or 27-462(b) concerning the keeping of animals or
poultry (other than customary household pets) on commercial lots under twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.
(CB-71-2001)
(37)
Grant a variance from any requirement in the Aviation Policy Areas, or any requirement which applies only to
airports;
(CB-51-2002)
(38)
Grant a variance from any requirement of subtitle 27A of the County Code.
(CB-2-2010)
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(39)
Grant a variance from any requirement of Part 18 of this Subtitle.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of Number (39) shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of Number (39) until June 6, 2014.
Notwithstanding its prior abrogation by operation of law, Subsection (a)(39) was superseded by Subsection (a)
(40) of this Section herein, pursuant to the November 10, 2015, enactment of CB-42-2015 by the District
Council. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10, 2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set
forth in law.
(40)
Grant a variance from any requirement of Part 10C of this Subtitle.
(CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Subsection (a)(40) of this Section supersedes the provisions of Subsection (a)(39) of this
Section herein, pursuant to the November 10, 2015, enactment of CB-42-2015 by the District Council. CB-422015 took effect on November 10, 2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law.
Editor's note— By way of its adoption of CR-97-2016 on November 15, 2016, the Council approved, as an Act
of the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince
George's County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of
portions of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-230. - Criteria for granting appeals involving variances.
(a)
A variance may only be granted when the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, Board of Appeals, or the
Planning Board as applicable, finds that:
(1)
A specific parcel of land is physically unique and unusual in a manner different from the nature of surrounding
properties with respect to exceptional narrowness, shallowness, shape, exceptional topographic conditions, or
other extraordinary conditions peculiar to the specific parcel (such as historical significance or environmentally
sensitive features);
(2)
The particular uniqueness and peculiarity of the specific property causes a zoning provision to impact
disproportionately upon that property, such that strict application of the provision will result in peculiar and
unusual practical difficulties to the owner of the property;
(3)
Such variance is the minimum reasonably necessary to overcome the exceptional physical conditions;
(4)
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Such variance can be granted without substantial impairment to the intent, purpose and integrity of the general
plan or any area master plan, sector plan, or transit district development plan affecting the subject property; and
(5)
Such variance will not substantially impair the use and enjoyment of adjacent properties.
(6)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, a variance may not be granted if the practical difficulty is
self-inflicted by the owner of the property.
(b)
Variances from the requirements of Subtitle 5B of this Code for property located within the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zones shall only be approved by the Planning Board where an appellant demonstrates that
provisions have been made to minimize any adverse environmental impact of the variance and where the Prince
George's County Planning Board has found, in addition to the findings set forth in Subsection (a), that:
(1)
Special conditions or circumstances exist that are peculiar to the subject land or structure and that a literal
enforcement of the Critical Area Program would result in unwarranted hardship which is defined as a
circumstance where without a variance, an applicant would be denied reasonable and significant use of the entire
parcel or lot for which the variance is requested;
(2)
A literal interpretation of the provisions of the Critical Area Program and related ordinances would deprive the
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in similar areas within the Critical Area;
(3)
The granting of a variance would not confer upon an applicant any special privilege that would be denied by
Critical Area Program to other lands or structures within the Critical Area;
(4)
The variance request is not based upon conditions or circumstances which are the result of actions by the
applicant, nor does the request arise from any condition relating to land or building use, either permitted or
nonconforming, on any neighboring property;
(5)
The granting of a variance would not adversely affect water quality or adversely impact fish, wildlife, or plant
habitat within the Critical Area, and that the granting of the variance would be in harmony with the general spirit
and intent of the State Critical Area Law and the County Critical Area Program;
(6)
The development plan would minimize adverse impacts on water quality resulting from pollutants discharged
from structures, conveyances, or runoff from surrounding lands;
(7)
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All fish, wildlife, and plant habitat in the designated critical areas would be protected by the development and
implementation of either on-site or off-site programs;
(8)
The number of persons, their movements and activities, specified in the development plan, are in conformity to
established land use policies and would not create any adverse environmental impact; and
(9)
The growth allocations for Overlay Zones within the County would not be exceeded by the granting of the
variance.
(c)
For properties in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10, and R-H Zones, where the applicant proposes
development of multifamily dwellings and also proposes that the percentage of dwelling units accessible to the
physically handicapped and aged will be increased above the minimum number of units required by Subtitle 4 of
the Prince George's County Code, the Board of Appeals may consider this increase over the required number of
accessible units in making its required findings.
(d)
Notwithstanding (a) above, a variance is not required for a reduction of up to ten (10) percent to the building
setback and lot coverage requirements if the subject property is within a County designated Historic District and
the variance is needed to be consistent with Historic District Design Guidelines.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-140-1989; CB-7-1993; CB-97-1993; CB-76-2010; CB-64-2014; CB-55-2019;
CB-16-2021)
Sec. 27-230.01. - Criteria for granting additional time to cease violations.
A request to grant additional time to cease a violation of this Subtitle may only be granted if the Board deems it
reasonable because of unusual conditions.
Sec. 27-231. - Procedures.
(a)
In general.
(1)
Before making its decision on any appeal, or a request to grant additional time to cease a violation, the Board
shall hold a public hearing on the matter.
(b)
Filing requirements.
(1)
Appeals may be made by any person (known in this Division as the "appellant") who alleges that he is aggrieved
by the refusal of a permit, by the issuance of a zoning violation notice, or other decision made in administering
this Subtitle, except for a civil citation issued in accordance with Subtitle 28 of this Code. The appellant shall
notify the Board of the appeal within five (5) business days after the refusal of the permit, issuance of the notice,
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or other decision. For purposes of this subsection, "issuance of a zoning violation" means the earlier of the date
of posting, the date of personal service, or if mailed, the date that the notice was postmarked.
(2)
Appeals involving a variance shall be filed with the Board only after the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement refuses to issue a building or use and occupancy permit, or after it is alleged that the permit has
been issued in error. The Board may waive this requirement and allow the filing of the appeal prior to any action
on the permit.
(3)
Appeals and requests to grant additional time to cease a violation shall be made on the forms provided by the
Board. All information required on the forms shall be furnished by the appellant. The forms shall be filed with
the Clerk of the Board. The Clerk shall not accept any form which is incomplete.
(4)
Appeals and requests to grant additional time to cease a violation shall be numbered sequentially, docketed, and
scheduled to be heard by the Board. The schedule shall be posted conspicuously in the office of the Board at
least seven (7) days prior to the hearing date.
(c)
Fees.
(1)
The appellant shall pay the Clerk of the Board all expenses of the appeal, including the cost estimated by the
Clerk for sending notices and advertising. An application fee shall also be paid to the Clerk in accordance with
the fee schedule of Section 27-125.02. A separate fee for the cost of public notice signs shall be paid to the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in accordance with the fee schedule of Section 27125.02. The fees are nonrefundable unless (upon request of the appellant) the Board finds that the fee was paid
by mistake. All fees must be paid at the time of filing, except as provided.
(2)
In lieu of the fee the appellant may submit an affidavit claiming that payment of the fee would be an extreme
financial hardship. The hardship may only be claimed by a natural person. The affidavit shall contain the
information required by the County Director of Finance and any other pertinent facts which the appellant feels
are necessary.
(3)
Upon filing the affidavit, the Clerk shall transmit it to the Director of Finance (or his designee) who shall (within
ten (10) working days) determine whether payment of the fee is an extreme financial hardship on the appellant.
Should the Director find that hardship does not exist, the appellant shall be required to pay the fees before the
appeal may be heard by the Board.
(d)
Notice of public hearing.
(1)
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At least fifteen (15) days notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be sent by certified mail to the
appellant, to the agency whose decision is the subject of the appeal, and to the owners of abutting property
(including those properties directly across a street, alley, or stream).
(2)
In the case of a request to grant additional time to cease a violation, notice shall also be sent to the Zoning
Enforcement Officer who shall also notify all persons who have made written or oral complaints concerning the
violation.
(3)
When the property is located within the boundaries of an incorporated municipality, notice of the time and place
of the hearing shall be sent to the municipality at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing. The
municipality may waive the fifteen (15) day period for either all appeals or any one appeal.
(4)
The Board may send notice of the hearing to other interested persons, organizations, or agencies.
(5)
All notices shall contain:
(A)
The name of the appellant;
(B)
The date, time, and place of the hearing; and
(C)
A brief statement describing the specific nature of the appeal.
(6)
The Board may require additional notice of hearings by at least one (1) advertisement in the three (3) County
newspapers of record. The advertisement shall appear not less than five (5) days prior to the date of the hearing
and shall contain the same information as is required in the written notices. The cost of the advertisement shall
be paid by the appellant.
(7)
Except for appeals not involving variances in a Residential Zone, the appellant shall post the property with a
durable sign at least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing date. The sign shall be provided by the
Board of Zoning Appeals and posted in accordance with Section 27-125.03(a).
(8)
All signs posted shall be conspicuous and legible for at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing.
(9)
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The appellant shall file an affidavit with the Board of Zoning Appeals stating that the required sign(s) was
posted on the property in accordance with the procedures of this Subsection, and that the sign remained on the
property for the fifteen (15) consecutive days preceding the hearing.
(10)
Notices of variance requests from Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone requirements concerning
property within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones shall be heard and, as appropriate, approved
by the Planning Board.
(11)
Notices of variance requests concerning requirements applicable to cluster developments provided for in Section
27-229(b)(27) shall be sent to the Development Review Division of the Planning Department for review and
comment within five (5) days of filing with the Board of Zoning Appeals.
(e)
Rules of procedure for hearings and other meetings.
(1)
The Board may adopt rules of procedure consistent with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(2)
The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings.
(3)
Hearings may be adjourned and continued. If the date, time, and place of the continued hearing is publicly
announced at the time of the adjournment, no further notice of the continuation shall be required. If the date,
time, and place is not publicly announced at the time of the adjournment, notice shall be given in the same
manner as with the original hearing.
(4)
All actions of the Board shall be taken by resolution, in which at least two (2) members must concur. Each
resolution shall contain a statement of the grounds and findings forming the basis of the action. The text of the
resolution and record of members' votes shall be incorporated into the minutes or other records of the Board.
(CB-31-1990; CB-7-1993; CB-52-1996; CB-14-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-1-2004; CB-56-2008; CB-20-2009; CB76-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-232. - Technical assistance.
In order to help it reach a decision, the Board of Zoning Appeals may request the Planning Board or a County
agency to furnish technical service, advice, data, or factual evidence.
Sec. 27-233. - Validity period of Board's decision.
(a)
A decision of the Board, permitting the erection of a building or structure, shall not be valid for more than two
(2) years, unless a building permit for the erection is obtained within this period and the construction is started
and proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of the decision and the permit.
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(b)
A decision of the Board, permitting the use of a building structure or land, shall not be valid for more than two
(2) years, unless the use is established within this period. Where the use depends on the erection or alteration of
a building, the Board's decision may be valid for more than two (2) years, provided that:
(1)
A building permit for the erection or alteration is obtained within the two (2) year period and the work is started
and proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of the decision and the permit; and
(2)
The Board specifies a time period (not more than two (2) years) within which the use must be established after
the completion of construction.
(c)
A decision of the Board granting a variance from the screening requirements set forth in Sections 27-469(b)(3)
and 27-470(b)(3) shall not be valid for more than five (5) years.
(CB-12-1991)
Sec. 27-234. - Refiling.
If the Board denies an appeal involving a variance, no further appeal covering the same specific subject on the
same property shall be filed within the following twelve (12) month period. If the second appeal is also denied,
no other subsequent appeals covering the same specific subject on the same property shall be filed within each
eighteen (18) month period following the respective denial.
SUBDIVISION 3. - VARIANCES IN CONJUNCTION WITH SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPROVAL.
Sec. 27-235. - District Council authority.
The District Council may grant appeals involving variances from the strict application of this Subtitle (known as
variances) in conjunction with its approval of a Special Exception or subsequent site plan amendment. The
Council shall be governed by the provisions of Section 27-230 when it grants the variances.
Sec. 27-236. - Application.
(a)
Applicants for a Special Exception that requires a Variance shall submit a written request with the Planning
Board.
(b)
The Planning Board shall determine the contents of the application form.
(c)
A single application may be filed for more than one (1) Variance request on the subject property.
(CB-41-2002)
Sec. 27-237. - Reserved.
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Sec. 27-238. - Required public hearing.
A public hearing shall be held on each request for a variance. The hearing shall be held at the same time as the
Special Exception or site plan amendment hearing.
Sec. 27-239. - Notice of hearing.
Notice of the Variance hearing shall be provided in the same manner and in conjunction with the notice
requirements for the Special Exception.
(CB-102-1993; CB-41-2002)
SUBDIVISION 4. - DEPARTURES FROM DESIGN STANDARDS.
Sec. 27-239.01. - Departures from Design Standards.
(a)
Authorization, Planning Board and Planning Director.
(1)
A departure from the design standards contained in Part 11 or Part 12 of this Subtitle or contained in the
Landscape Manual may be permitted by the Planning Board or Planning Director, if authorized, in accordance
with the provisions of this Section.
(b)
Procedures.
(1)
Application.
(A)
All requests for a Departure from Design Standards shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning
Board. The Planning Board shall determine the contents of the application and shall provide the application
form.
(B)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(i)
Six (6) copies of a site plan, and other graphic illustrations which are considered necessary to indicate what is
being proposed;
(ii)
Six (6) copies of a written explanation by the applicant telling why the proposed design serves the purposes of
this Subtitle better than the prescribed Design Standards; and
(iii)
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A list of the names and addresses of each municipality if any part of the property is located within the municipal
boundaries and a set of preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels.
(2)
Hearing.
(A)
Prior to making a decision on a Departure from Design Standards, the Planning Board shall hold a public
hearing on the matter. The Planning Board shall determine the procedures under which the hearing will be held.
(3)
Referral.
(A)
The Planning Board shall refer applications for Departures from Sign Design Standards to the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for its comments or recommendations. These comments or
recommendations (if any) shall be available for public examination at least seven (7) days prior to the public
hearing.
(4)
Technical Staff Report.
(A)
The Technical Staff shall analyze the request and shall forward its comments and recommendations to the
Planning Board. These comments and recommendations shall be available for public examination at least seven
(7) days prior to the public hearing.
(5)
Record.
(A)
The record shall consist of:
(i)
The application form and accompanying data;
(ii)
Comments and recommendations of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (if any) and
Technical Staff;
(iii)
All correspondence relative to the application;
(iv)
All testimony at the public hearing; and
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(v)
Other items which the Planning Board deems necessary.
(B)
At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Board may close the record, or may leave the record open
(for a specified time) for receipt of additional written evidence.
(6)
Planning Board decision.
(A)
After the close of the record, the Planning Board shall take action on the request. The decision of the Planning
Board shall be based on the record, and shall be embodied in a resolution.
(B)
The Planning Board shall give written notice of its decision to all persons of record and to the District Council.
(7)
Required findings.
(A)
In order for the Planning Board to grant the departure, it shall make the following findings:
(i)
The purposes of this Subtitle will be equally well or better served by the applicant's proposal;
(ii)
The departure is the minimum necessary, given the specific circumstances of the request;
(iii)
The departure is necessary in order to alleviate circumstances which are unique to the site or prevalent in areas
of the County developed prior to November 29, 1949;
(iv)
The departure will not impair the visual, functional, or environmental quality or integrity of the site or of the
surrounding neighborhood.
(B)
For a departure from a standard contained in the Landscape Manual, the Planning Board shall find, in addition to
the requirements in paragraph (7)(A), above, that there is no feasible proposal for alternative compliance, as
defined in the Landscape Manual, which would exhibit equally effective design characteristics.
(8)
Considerations.
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(A)
For properties in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10, and R-H Zones, where an applicant proposes
development of multifamily dwellings and also proposes that the percentage of dwelling units accessible to the
physically handicapped and aged will be increased over the minimum number of units required by Subtitle 4 of
the Prince George's County Code, the Planning Board may consider this proposed increase in accessible units in
making its required findings.
(9)
Appeal.
(A)
The Planning Board's decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of record.
The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the
notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision
on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(B)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision concerning
Departures from Sign Design Standards. Within seven (7) calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning
Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the file on the proposed Departure from Design Standards,
all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the public
hearing on the proposed departure, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed appropriate.
(C)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. The hearing shall be held in
accordance with Section 27-132 (District Council hearing procedures).
(D)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the proposed departure to the Planning Board to take further testimony
or reconsider its decision.
(E)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(c)
Facilities for the physically handicapped.
(1)
A Departure from the Design Standards for parking facilities for the physically handicapped shall not be granted
unless an exemption from the requirements for the handicapped in the applicable building codes has been
obtained from the State and County agencies responsible for administering those codes.
(d)
Limited departures from design standards.
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(1)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively, without public hearing, limited departures from
the design standards in Part 11 or Part 12 of this Subtitle.
(2)
Limited departures may be approved for a maximum of ten percent (10%) of standard requirements.
(3)
Before approving a limited departure, the Director shall make the findings required in (b)(9) above and all others
the Planning Board would be required to make, if it reviewed the application.
(4)
The Director is not authorized to waive requirements in this Subtitle, grant variances, or modify conditions,
considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in any case.
(5)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Director's acceptance of filing of the
application. Posting shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 1. On and after the first day of posting, the
application may not be amended.
(6)
If a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then the Director may act
on the application. The Director's approval concludes all proceedings.
(CB-1-1989; CB-95-1991; CB-97-1993; CB-99-1996; CB-15-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-42-2002; CB-12-2003;
CB-1-2004; CB-66-2010; CB-29-2014)
SUBDIVISION 5. - SPECIAL PERMITS.
Sec. 27-239.02. - Special Permits.
(a)
Procedures.
(1)
Application.
(A)
All requests for Special Permits shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The
Planning Board shall determine the contents of the application and shall provide the application. The minimum
submission requirements are:
(i)
Six (6) copies of a site plan, and other graphic illustrations which are considered necessary to indicate what is
being proposed;
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(ii)
Six (6) copies of a written explanation by the applicant explaining how the proposed site plan satisfies the U-L-I
Zone Design Guidelines or the Town Center Development Plan regulations and development guidelines.
(iii)
Three (3) copies of an approved Natural Resource Inventory and a Statement of Justification describing how the
proposed design preserves and restores the regulated environmental features to the fullest extent possible.
(iv)
Three (3) copies of a Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan or Standard Letter of Exemption.
(B)
The application may be filed prior to, or concurrently with, an application for a building or use and occupancy
permit.
(2)
Hearing.
(A)
Prior to making a decision on a Special Permit application, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the
matter. The Planning Board shall adopt the procedures under which the hearing will be held.
(B)
The Planning Board hearing shall be scheduled not less than forty-five (45) days from the date the application is
accepted, unless waived by the applicant.
(3)
Referral.
(A)
The Planning Board shall refer applications for Special Permits to the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement for its comments or recommendations. These comments or recommendations (if any) shall be
available for public examination at least seven (7) days prior to the public hearing.
(4)
Technical Staff Report.
(A)
The Technical Staff shall analyze the request and shall forward its comments and recommendations to the
Planning Board.
(5)
Planning Board decision.
(A)
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After the close of the record, the Planning Board shall take action on the request. The decision of the Planning
Board shall be based on the record, and shall be embodied in a resolution.
(B)
The Planning Board shall give written notice of its decision to all persons of record and to the District Council.
(C)
The Planning Board may only approve a Special Permit contrary to the recommendation of a municipality
containing the subject land within its boundaries upon the affirmative vote of four-fifths (4/5) of the members of
the full Planning Board.
(6)
Required Findings.
(A)
The Planning Board may grant a Special Permit in the U-L-I Zone if it finds:
(i)
The site plan generally conforms with the U-L-I Zone Design Guidelines;
(ii)
The site plan generally conforms with the design guidelines in an approved Master Plan or other applicable plan;
and
(iii)
The site plan demonstrates the preservation and/or restoration of the regulated environmental features in a
natural state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(B)
The Planning Board may grant a Special Permit in the M-U-TC Zone if it finds that the site plan is in
conformance with the approved Town Center Development Plan and its guidelines and specific criteria for the
particular use. In the event a Special Permit is approved by the Planning Board, the approval is conditional upon
the issuance of a building or use and occupancy permit by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Permits and Review Division.
(C)
The Planning Board may grant a Special Permit in other zones, as provided in the use tables, if it finds:
(i)
The site plan generally conforms with design guidelines in an approved Master Plan or other applicable plan;
and
(ii)
The site plan shows that the proposed use will not be incompatible with adjacent properties because of building
or site design.
2544/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(7)
Conditional approval.
(A)
When a Special Permit is approved, any requirements or conditions deemed necessary to protect adjacent
properties and the general neighborhood may be added.
(8)
Appeals.
(A)
A final action by the Planning Board on any application for a Special Permit may be appealed within thirty (30)
days after the action is taken by any person who appeared at the hearing (in person or in writing) and who is
aggrieved by the action to the Circuit Court pursuant to the Maryland Rules of Procedure governing appeals of
administrative decisions. The Circuit Court may dismiss the action; affirm, reverse, or modify the Planning
Board's action; or remand the action to the Planning Board for further consideration, or an appropriate
combination of the above.
(B)
The applicant or any party to the Circuit Court review may seek review of any final judgment by the Circuit
Court by appeal to the Court of Special Appeals.
(CB-1-1994; CB-2-1994; CB-15-1998; CB-12-2001; CB-41-2002; CB-12-2003; CB-1-2004; CB-28-2010; CB34-2011; CB-29-2014)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
SUBDIVISION 6. - VARIANCES IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER APPROVALS.
Sec. 27-239.03. - District Council and Planning Board authority.
When the District Council or Planning Board makes a final decision in a zoning case, site plan, or other request,
the District Council or Planning Board shall have the sole authority to grant variances from the strict application
of this Subtitle in conjunction with its approval. The Council and Planning Board shall be governed by the
provisions of Section 27-230 when it grants the variance.
(CB-94-1994; CB-11-1998)
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Sec. 27-239.04. - Procedures.
(a)
Applicants for a zoning case, site plan, or other request that requires a Variance, shall submit a written request
with the Planning Board or the Board of Zoning Appeals, as appropriate.
(b)
The Planning Board or the Board of Zoning Appeals, as appropriate, shall determine the contents of the
application form.
(c)
A single application may be filed for more than one (1) Variance request on the subject property.
(d)
An evidentiary hearing shall be held on each request for a variance at the same time as the hearing for the zoning
case, site plan, or other request.
(e)
Notice of the Variance hearing shall be provided in the same manner and in conjunction with the notice
requirements for the zoning case, site plan or other request.
(f)
For properties within the Critical Area, the Chesapeake and Coastal Bay Critical Area Commission
recommendations must be made part of the record prior to, or as part of, the Planning Board public hearing on
the application requiring a variance. Within 10 working days after a written decision regarding a variance
application is issued, the Chesapeake and Coast Bay Critical Area Commission shall be sent a copy of the final
decision. A permit may not be issued for an activity that was the subject of a variance approval until 30 days
after the final decision on the application by the Planning Board in order to allow the Chesapeake and Coastal
Bay Critical Area Commission an opportunity to appeal.
(CB-94-1994; CB-11-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-76-2010; CB-64-2014)
DIVISION 6. - NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, AND USES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-240. - Definitions.
(a)
"Nonconforming Building or Structure" and "Nonconforming Use" are defined in Section 27-107.01.
(b)
For the purposes of this Subdivision, "party of interest" shall be defined as any person having personal
knowledge of the subject property or the proposed nonconforming use, any person having a current or previous
financial interest in the subject property or the proposed nonconforming use, or any person living or owning
property within one (1) mile from the subject property.
(CB-78-1991)
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Sec. 27-241. - Continuation.
(a)
Any nonconforming building, structure, or use may be continued, repaired, or maintained. It may not be altered,
enlarged or extended except in accordance with this Division.
(b)
In order for a nonconforming use to continue, a use and occupancy permit must be issued identifying the use as
nonconforming, and the use must be certified in accordance with Section 27-244. In addition, a nonconforming
surface mining operation located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone may only continue if it
meets the criteria set forth in Section 27-410(e).
(c)
Continuous, day-to-day operation of a certified nonconforming use is required to maintain its nonconforming
status. Discontinuance of day-to-day operation for a period of one hundred eighty (180) or more consecutive
calendar days shall constitute abandonment of the use. No certified nonconforming use may be reestablished
unless either:
(1)
The case involves reconstruction, restoration, or reestablishment in accordance with Section 27-243; or
(2)
The Planning Board determines (upon written request) that the conditions of nonoperation were beyond the
control of the person who was in control of the property during the period of nonoperation. The Planning
Board's determination shall be based on satisfactory evidence presented by the person making the request.
(d)
The provisions of Subsection (c), above, do not apply to:
(1)
Nonconforming buildings and structures occupied by conforming uses;
(2)
Certified nonconforming surface mining operations that are not within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay
Zone; or
(3)
Mobile home dwellings and trailer camps used in accordance with Section 27-250.
(e)
For properties within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, the following shall apply: (1) A lot or parcel legally
developed as of July 1, 2008, shall not be considered nonconforming for purposes of Critical Area lot coverage.
(2)
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For the purpose of increasing Critical Area lot coverage on a lot or parcel under subparagraph (1) above, the
Critical Area lot coverage limitations of Sec. 27-548.17 shall not be construed to apply to a development activity
for which an approved Conservation Plan or Staff Level review was obtained and:
(A)
A building permit was issued before July 1, 2008; and
(B)
Construction was initiated and an inspection was performed before July 1, 2009.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-7-1993; CB-5-1996; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-242. - Alteration, extension, or enlargement.
(a)
In general.
(1)
A nonconforming building or structure, or a certified nonconforming use (except as provided for in this Section)
may be altered, enlarged, or extended, provided that:
(A)
The alteration, enlargement, or extension conforms to the building line setback, yard, and height regulations of
the zone in which the use is located; and
(B)
A special exception has been approved by the District Council, in accordance with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(b)
Exceptions.
(1)
Surface mining.
(A)
A certified nonconforming use involving surface mining may be expanded to include the entire parcel of land (or
acreage owned or leased at the time the use became nonconforming) upon which the removal operations were
initially conducted, provided the initial use predates the adoption of the original Zoning Map for the area. This
expansion does not require a Special Exception (Section 27-384). This exception does not apply if the use is
located in a one hundred (100) year floodplain. Additionally, if the use is located within a Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zone, a Special Exception for surface mining in accordance with Section 27-410 is
required.
(2)
Structures in floodplains.
(A)
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Existing nonconforming buildings, structures, and uses within a one hundred (100) year floodplain may be
modified in accordance with Section 27-243.02. These modifications do not require a Special Exception if the
nonconforming building, structure, or use is not enlarged or extended.
(3)
Gas stations.
(A)
The following modifications of a certified nonconforming gas station may be permitted by the Planning Board
without a special exception (Section 27-384):
(i)
The enlargement or relocation of pump islands;
(ii)
The addition of one (1) pump island;
(iii)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a fence, kiosk, island shelter, island canopy, storage area, trash
enclosure, vending area, or lavatory facility;
(iv)
The addition, relocation, or modification of an accessory building used solely for the storage of automotive
replacement parts or accessories. The accessory building shall be wholly enclosed. The building shall either be
constructed of brick (or another building material similar in appearance to that of the main structure) and placed
on a permanent foundation, or it shall be entirely surrounded with screening material. Screening shall consist of
a wall, fence, or sight-tight landscaping material, which shall be at least as high as the accessory building. The
screening shall be approved as part of the modification.
(B)
A site plan shall be submitted showing the modifications.
(C)
The modifications shall not violate any condition of a previously approved Special Exception for a gas station on
the property.
(D)
The modification shall be in conformance with Section 27-358(a)(5), (6), (7), (8), and (10), Section 27-358(c),
and any provisions of the zone in which the property is located.
(E)
At the time the application is filed, a fee shall be paid by the applicant to cover the costs of processing the
application. The amount of the fee shall be established by the Planning Board.
(F)
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The Planning Board's decision on the requested modification shall be sent to all persons of record in the hearing
before the Planning Board, and to the District Council. This decision may be appealed to the District Council
upon petition by any person of record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30)
days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the
Planning Board's decision on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. The Clerk of the
Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal of review decision. Within seven (7) days after receiving
this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council all written evidence and materials submitted
for consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the public hearing on the revised plan, and any
additional information or explanatory material deemed appropriate. The District Council shall schedule a public
hearing on the appeal or review. The Council shall give at least thirty (30) calendar days notice of the hearing to
all persons of record and the Planning Board, all of whom shall be entitled to appear at the hearing. Testimony at
the hearing shall be limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before
the Planning Board. Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm,
reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning Board, or return the modification request to the Planning Board
to take further testimony or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a modification, it shall make the
same findings which are required to be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the
specified time, the Planning Board's decision is automatically affirmed. The Council shall give its decision in
writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be sent to all persons of record and the
Planning Board.
(4)
Drive-in and fast-food restaurants.
(A)
The following modifications of a certified nonconforming drive-in or fast-food restaurant may be permitted by
the Planning Board without a Special Exception (Section 27-384):
(i)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a freezer on the sides or rear of the restaurant building;
(ii)
The addition, relocation, or modification of gross floor area in order to provide rest rooms to serve the physically
handicapped;
(iii)
The addition, relocation, or modification of vestibules above and around points of access to the restaurant
building; or
(iv)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a fence, storage area, or trash enclosure.
(B)
A site plan shall be submitted showing the modifications.
(C)
The modification shall not violate any condition of a previously approved Special Exception for a drive-in or
fast-food restaurant on the property.
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(D)
At the time the application is filed, a fee shall be paid by the applicant to cover the costs of processing the
application. The amount of the fee shall be established by the Planning Board.
(E)
The Planning Board's decision (resolution) on the requested modification shall be sent to all persons of record in
the hearing before the Planning Board and to the District Council. This decision may be appealed to the District
Council upon petition of any person of record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within
thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to
review the Planning Board's decision on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. The
Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7) days
after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the file on the
proposed revision, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the revised plan, and any additional information or explanatory material
deemed appropriate. The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. The Clerk of
the Council shall give at least thirty (30) calendar days notice of the hearing to all persons of record and the
Planning Board, all of whom shall be entitled to appear at the hearing. Testimony at the hearing shall be limited
to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board. Within
sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision
of the Planning Board, or return the modification request to the Planning Board to take further testimony or
reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a modification, it shall make the same findings that are
required to be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning
Board's decision is automatically affirmed. The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for
its action. Copies of the decision shall be sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(5)
Recreational and social uses for multifamily dwellings.
(A)
The alteration, extension, or enlargement of recreational and social uses associated with certified nonconforming
multifamily dwellings, for the sole use of residents and their guests, shall not be considered an alteration,
extension, or enlargement of the nonconforming use. A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for this use in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, prior to the issuance of any permits.
(6)
One-family detached dwellings.
(A)
The alteration, extension, or enlargement of a nonconforming one-family detached dwelling may be permitted
and does not require a Special Exception provided that:
(i)
The modification conforms to the requirements of subparagraph (a)(1)(A), above;
(ii)
Development on the property (including the proposed modification) conforms to the lot coverage limitations of
the zone in which the property is located; and
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(iii)
Within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development on the property (including the proposed
modification) conforms to any applicable requirements concerning impervious surface ratios, except as provided
in paragraph (9), below.
(7)
Improvements to multifamily development.
(A)
In multifamily developments existing as of January 1, 1990, in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10, and R-H
Zones, the following improvements do not require a Special Exception:
(i)
Fence or wall;
(ii)
Trash enclosure;
(iii)
Guard booth;
(iv)
Canopy;
(v)
Playground and outdoor play area for a day care center for children;
(vi)
Landscaping;
(vii)
Day care centers for children in multifamily units;
(viii)
Antenna, otherwise permitted in the zone;
(ix)
Equipment room for telecommunications located inside an existing building;
(x)
Day care center for children located within an existing free-standing building in a project in excess of one
hundred (100) units, with a maximum of one (1) per project, provided that it is located in a "Hot Spot" as
defined in State law or "Revitalization Area," it is operated by a nonprofit entity, and at least 50% of the children
are residents of the project;
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(xi)
New access or parking, if accompanied by a reduction of 30% or more in the number of bedrooms; and
(xii)
An increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the gross floor area of a building, not to exceed 2,000 square
feet of gross floor area, provided the increase is to allow for the enlargement of an existing area used for
recreational purposes.
(B)
Such improvements shall conform to any applicable regulations in this Subtitle.
(C)
In Multifamily developments existing as of January 1, 1990, a Special Exception is not required for an Urban
Farm in the R-18 Zone.
(8)
Screening requirements for vehicle repair facilities, vehicle towing stations, and vehicle storage yards.
(A)
The alteration of a certified nonconforming vehicle repair facility, vehicle towing station, or vehicle storage yard
may be permitted by the Planning Board and does not require a Special Exception, provided the alteration is
made to comply with the screening requirements set forth in Section 13-235 of Subtitle 13, and Section 4.4 of
the Landscape Manual.
(9)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
(A)
Within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the alteration, extension, or enlargement of a certified
nonconforming structure may be permitted and does not require a Special Exception, provided that all of the
following provisions are met:
(i)
Lot coverage in the CBCA is the only nonconforming element of the subject property relative to the Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone in which it is located, and either all requirements of the underlying zone are
met, or other provisions of Subsection (b) apply to the subject use;
(ii)
All structures contributing to the nonconforming lot coverage in the CBCA were in existence prior to July 1,
2008; and
(iii)
Development on the property (including the proposed modification) does not result in a net increase in lot
coverage in the CBCA.
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(10)
Nonconforming buildings, structures, or certified nonconforming uses in TDOZs.
(A)
Existing nonconforming uses, buildings, or structures which have become nonconforming as a result of the
adoption of a Transit District Overlay Zone (TDOZ) may be enlarged in height without the necessity of
obtaining approval of a Special Exception, provided the existing square footage of the structure is not enlarged
or increased, provided further that it does not exceed applicable height limits set forth in the approved Transit
District Development Plan.
(11)
Safety Improvements Required by the Commission.
(A)
A Special Exception shall not be required for safety improvements made to an existing certified nonconforming
use pursuant to an executed agreement with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. The
safety improvements shall be identified on the certified nonconforming use site plan.
(12)
Adaptive reuse of Community Building.
(A)
The renovation and adaptive reuse of a historic structure located within a certified nonconforming use
multifamily development pursuant to a Historic Area Work Permit approved by the Historic Preservation
Commission does not require a special exception for alteration, extension, or enlargement of the nonconforming
use. Allowable modifications shall include, but not be limited to:
(i)
Reconfiguration of internal driveways, parking and drive aisles, provided the total number of parking spaces is
not reduced;
(ii)
The construction of an addition to the historic structure including related sidewalks, entrances, and other site
work.
(B)
Upon completion of the improvements proposed in accordance with Section 27-242(b)(12)(A), the owner shall
be entitled to submit a revised nonconforming use site plan reflecting the improvements which shall be
recertified by the Planning Board's authorized representative.
(C)
For purposes of this Subsection, the provisions of Section 27-330.02 shall also not apply.
(13)
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Military Installation Overlay Zone. In the Military Installation Overlay Zone, alterations, extensions, or
enlargements of uses, buildings, or structures considered nonconforming pursuant to the provisions of Section
27.548.53 may be permitted to allow modifications subject to Sections 27-255(c)(2) and 27-255(c)(3) of this
Subtitle.
(14)
Digital Billboard.
(A)
The relocation, alteration, reconstruction, enlargement, or extension of a billboard in order to convert it into a
digital billboard does not require a special exception, provided that it meets the requirements of Section 27630.03.
(15)
Conveyance to a governmental agency for public use.
(A)
In the event that a conveyance of land to a governmental agency for public use pursuant to Section 24-107(c)(5)
of this Code increases the nonconformity of an existing nonconforming use, such use does not require a special
exception for any alteration, extension, or enlargement of the nonconforming use. Increases in nonconformity
may include:
(i)
A reduction in net lot area of the property which is the subject of the nonconforming use;
(ii)
An increase in density;
(iii)
A reduction in green area;
(iv)
An increase in lot coverage;
(v)
A reduction of building setback from any new property line resulting from the conveyance; and/or
(vi)
A change that impacts any other design requirement or specification or which creates or increases any
nonconformity of the buildings, structures or use.
(B)
Upon completion of the conveyance, the owner shall be required to submit a revised nonconforming use site
plan reflecting the changes which result from the conveyance, which shall be recertified by the Planning Board's
authorized representative.
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(CB-41-1986; CB-72-1987; CB-33-1989; CB-11-1990; CB-65-1990; CB-30-1992; CB-104-1992; CB-7-1993;
CB-88-1994; CB-70-1995; CB-24-1999; CB-95-2000; CB-18-2003; CB-1-2004; CB-40-2007; CB-76-2010;
CB-30-2012; CB-76-2013; CB-42-2015; CB-84-2016; CB-91-2018)
Sec. 27-243. - Reconstruction, reestablishment, and restoration.
(a)
Without enlargement, extension, or relocation.
(1)
The restoration, reconstruction, or reestablishment of a nonconforming building or structure, or a certified
nonconforming use, which has either been unintentionally destroyed by fire or other calamity, has temporarily
ceased operation for the sole purpose of correcting Code violations, or has temporarily ceased operation due to
the seasonal nature of the use, may be permitted without relocation, enlargement, or extension, provided that:
(A)
Where the building, structure, or use has been unintentionally destroyed by fire or other calamity, a building
permit for restoration or reconstruction shall be issued within one (1) calendar year from the destruction date,
and construction pursuant to the permit has begun within six (6) calendar months after the date of issuance (or
lawful extension) of the permit, and proceeds to completion in a timely manner. If it has been destroyed for more
than one (1) calendar year, the reconstruction, reestablishment, or restoration may only be permitted upon
approval of a Special Exception in accordance with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(B)
Where a certified nonconforming use has temporarily ceased operation, either for the sole purpose of correcting
Code violations or because the nature of the nonconforming use is seasonal, such use shall be reestablished
within one (1) calendar year from the date upon which operation last ceased.
(2)
The intentional demolition and reconstruction, reestablishment, or restoration of a certified nonconforming use
on the same lot, which does not involve relocation, enlargement, or extension, is prohibited within the Safety
Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone, but may be permitted outside of the Safety Zones of the
Military Installation Overlay Zone only upon approval of a Special Exception in accordance with Part 4 of this
Subtitle.
(b)
With enlargement, extension, or relocation.
(1)
The reconstruction or restoration of a nonconforming building or structure, or a certified nonconforming use,
which has been unintentionally destroyed by fire or other calamity and which involves an enlargement,
extension, or relocation, may be permitted only upon approval of a Special Exception in accordance with Part 4
of this Subtitle.
(2)
The intentional demolition and reconstruction of a certified nonconforming use on the same lot, which involves
relocation, enlargement, or extension, is prohibited within the Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay
Zone, but may be permitted outside of the Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone only upon
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approval of a Special Exception in accordance with Part 4. The requirement for a Special Exception shall not
apply to the replacement of a mobile home, provided the new mobile home does not exceed one thousand and
fifty (1,050) square feet in size.
(3)
Notwithstanding any other provision within this Section, the reconstruction or restoration of a nonconforming
building or structure, or a certified nonconforming use involving an enlargement, extension, or relocation of
uses, buildings, or structures considered non-conforming pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-548.53 of this
Subtitle is prohibited.
(CB-97-1992; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-243.01. - Change of nonconforming use to another use.
A nonconforming use may not be changed to, or changed to include, any use other than that certified, unless
such other use is permitted, or permitted by grant of a Special Exception, in the zone in which the
nonconforming use is located.
(CB-86-1988)
Sec. 27-243.02. - Floodplains.
(a)
Nonconforming buildings and structures, and certified nonconforming uses, located within a one hundred (100)
year floodplain may be modified to incorporate flood-proofing measures provided that:
(1)
The measures do not raise the level of the one hundred (100) year floodplain; and
(2)
The measures are in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 4, "Building," of this Code, entitled "Construction
or Changes in Floodplain Areas."
Sec. 27-243.03. - Nonconforming buildings and structures occupied by conforming uses.
Satisfactory evidence as to the actual existence (date of construction) of a nonconforming building or structure
shall be submitted with any application for a permit to use a nonconforming building or structure for a
conforming use. The use and occupancy permit shall not be issued until satisfactory evidence has been provided.
Sec. 27-244. - Certification.
(a)
In general.
(1)
A nonconforming use may only continue if a use and occupancy permit identifying the use as nonconforming is
issued after the Planning Board (or its authorized representative) or the District Council certifies that the use is
nonconforming is not illegal (except as provided for in Section 27-246 and Subdivision 2 of this Division). Any
person making use of or relying upon the certification that is violating or has violated any conditions thereof, or
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that the use for which the certification was granted is being, or has been exercised contrary to the terms or
conditions of such approval shall be grounds for revocation proceedings in accordance with this Code.
(b)
Application for use and occupancy permit.
(1)
The applicant shall file for a use and occupancy permit in accordance with Division 7 of this Part.
(2)
Along with the application and accompanying plans, the applicant shall provide the following:
(A)
Documentary evidence, such as tax records, business records, public utility installation or payment records, and
sworn affidavits, showing the commencing date and continuous existence of the nonconforming use;
(B)
Evidence that the nonconforming use has not ceased to operate for more than one hundred eighty (180)
consecutive calendar days between the time the use became nonconforming and the date when the application is
submitted, or that conditions of nonoperation for more than one hundred eighty (180) consecutive calendar days
were beyond the applicant's and/or owner's control, were for the purpose of correcting Code violations, or were
due to the seasonal nature of the use;
(C)
Specific data showing:
(i)
The exact nature, size, and location of the building, structure, and use;
(ii)
A legal description of the property; and
(iii)
The precise location and limits of the use on the property and within any building it occupies;
(D)
A copy of a valid use and occupancy permit issued for the use prior to the date upon which it became a
nonconforming use, if the applicant possesses one.
(E)
(i)
In the case of outdoor advertising signs, the requirements of Section 27-244(b)(2)(B) are not applicable.
Documentary evidence, including, but not limited to deeds, tax records, business records, approved plats or
development plans, permits, public utility installation or payment records, photographs, and sworn affidavits,
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showing that the outdoor advertising sign was constructed prior to and has operated continuously since January
1, 2002.
(ii)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, in the case of outdoor advertising signs that were
in existence as of November 15, 2016, that were certified as nonconforming or could have been certified as
nonconforming uses, but were removed prior to December 31, 2018, the owner may be certified pursuant to this
Division, provided that the use is accepted as filed through an application for Certification of a Nonconforming
Use on or before June 30, 2019.
(iii)
Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, in the case of outdoor adverting signs that were in
existence as of November 15, 2016, that were certified as nonconforming or could have been certified as
nonconforming uses, but were removed after December 31, 2018, the outdoor advertising sign may be certified
pursuant to this Division, provided that an application for Certification of a Nonconforming Use is filed and
accepted for processing no later than 180 days after the outdoor advertising sign is removed. Upon approval of
the application, a permit to reconstruct the sign may be issued, including a permit to construct a digital billboard
provided that said use conforms with the requirements of Section 27-630.03 of this Subtitle.
(c)
Notice.
(1)
Notice of the proposed application shall be provided by the applicant in accordance with Section 27-125.01 of
this Subtitle.
(2)
The following notice provisions shall not apply to uses that, with the exception of parking in accordance with
Section 27-549, occur solely within an enclosed building.
(3)
The Planning Board shall post the property with a durable sign(s) within ten (10) days of acceptance of the
application and accompanying documentation. The signs(s) shall provide notice of the application; the nature of
the nonconforming use for which the permit is sought; a date, at least twenty (20) days after posting, by which
written comments and/or supporting documentary evidence relating to the commencing date and continuity of
such use, and/or a request for public hearing from a party of interest will be received; and instructions for
obtaining additional information. Requirements regarding posting fees, the number, and the location of signs
shall conform to the requirements set forth in Subsection (f), below.
(d)
Administrative review.
(1)
Except for outdoor advertising signs, if a copy of a valid use and occupancy permit is submitted with the
application, where applicable a request is not submitted for the Planning Board to conduct a public hearing, and,
based on the documentary evidence presented, the Planning Board's authorized representative is satisfied as to
the commencing date and continuity of the nonconforming use, the representative shall recommend certification
of the use as nonconforming for the purpose of issuing a new use and occupancy permit identifying the use as
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nonconforming, upon finding, within the administrative record for the application, that the use to be certified as
nonconforming has no outstanding Code violations with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement regarding the property other than failure to have a use and occupancy permit. This
recommendation shall not be made prior to the specified date on which written comments and/or requests for
public hearing are accepted.
(2)
For outdoor advertising signs, if satisfactory documentary evidence described in Section 27-244(b)(2)(E) is
received, the Planning Board's authorized representative shall recommend certification of the use as
nonconforming for the purpose of issuing applicable permits and certifying the use as nonconforming. This
recommendation shall not be made prior to the specified date on which written comments and/or requests for
public hearing are accepted.
(3)
Following a recommendation of certification of the use as nonconforming, the Planning Board's authorized
representative shall notify the District Council of the recommendation. Electronic notice of the recommendation
for certification shall also be made by the Planning Board's authorized representative not later than seven (7)
calendar days after the date of the recommendation. The Planning Director shall also publish the development
activity report on the Planning Department's website.
(4)
If the District Council does not elect to review the recommendation within thirty (30) days of receipt of the
recommendation as authorized by Subsection (e), below, the representative shall certify the use as
nonconforming.
(5)
Subsections (3) and (4), above, and Subsection (e), below, shall not apply to uses that, with the exception of
parking in accordance with Section 27-549, occur solely within an enclosed building.
(e)
District Council review.
(1)
The District Council may, on its own motion, vote to review the Planning Board representative's
recommendation, for the purpose of determining whether the use should be certified as nonconforming, within
thirty (30) days of receipt of the recommendation.
(2)
If the District Council decides to review the proposed certification, the Clerk of the Council shall notify the
Planning Board of the Council's decision. Within seven (7) calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning
Board shall transmit to the Council all materials submitted to it in connection with the application.
(3)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing on the application. The Zoning Hearing Examiner
shall make the same findings required for Administrative review or approval by Planning Board required in this
Section, as well as any other applicable prescriptions regulating the proposed use specified within any other
applicable Subtitle of this Code.
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(4)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council within thirty (30)
days after the close of the hearing record.
(5)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(6)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(7)
The District Council shall affirm the certification only if it finds that a nonconforming use exists and has
continuously operated, and upon finding, within the administrative record for the application, that the use to be
certified as nonconforming has no outstanding Code violations with the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement regarding the property, other than failure to have a use and occupancy permit.
(8)
The District Council shall make its decision within forty-five (45) days from the filing of the Zoning Hearing
Examiner's recommendation. Failure of the Council to take action within this time shall constitute a decision to
certify the use.
(f)
Planning Board review.
(1)
Required hearing.
(A)
If a copy of a valid use and occupancy permit is not submitted with the application, if the documentary evidence
submitted is not satisfactory to the Planning Board's authorized representative to prove the commencing date or
continuity of the use, or if a public hearing has been requested by any party of interest challenging the
commencing date and/or continuity of the use, the Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing on the
application for the purpose of determining whether the use should be certified as nonconforming.
(2)
Application for certification.
(A)
Whenever the Planning Board will hold a hearing on a certification of the use as nonconforming, the applicant
shall complete the appropriate form provided by the Planning Board.
(3)
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At least seven (7) calendar days prior to the public hearing, the Planning Board shall send written notice of the
date, time, and place of the hearing to the applicant and to all persons of record.
(4)
Planning Board action.
(A)
The Planning Board may decide to either grant or deny certification of the use as nonconforming. If it decides to
certify that a nonconforming use actually exists and has continuously operated and upon finding, within the
administrative record for the application, that the use to be certified as nonconforming has no outstanding Code
violations with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement regarding the property, other than
failure to have a use and occupancy permit.
(B)
The recommendation of the Planning Board shall be in the form of a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled
public meeting. The resolution shall set forth findings of fact and conclusions of law in support of the Planning
Board's recommendation.
(C)
The Planning Board shall send a copy of the resolution to all persons of record.
(5)
District Council election to review; Appeal of Planning Board's recommendation.
(A)
The recommendation of the Planning Board may be appealed by any person of record to the District Council by
filing an appeal with the Clerk of the Council. In addition, and notwithstanding any appeal of the Planning
Board's recommendation filed by a person of record, the District Council may, on its own motion, vote to review
the Planning Board's recommendation for the purpose of making a final decision as to whether the use should be
certified as nonconforming.
(B)
The appeal shall be filed, or District Council vote to review the Planning Board recommendation shall occur,
within thirty (30) calendar days after the resolution of the Planning Board was mailed. If no appeal is filed, and
the District Council does not elect to review the recommendation of Planning Board within thirty (30) calendar
days after the resolution of the Planning Board is mailed, the Planning Board's recommendation shall become
the final decision as to the application to certify the use as nonconforming.
(C)
Before the District Council makes a decision on the application, it shall hold a public hearing.
(D)
The Council may decide to affirm, reverse, or modify the recommendation of the Planning Board. The decision
of the Council shall be based on the record made before the Planning Board. No new evidence shall be entered
into the record of the case unless it is remanded to the Planning Board and a rehearing is ordered.
(g)
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Applicability.
(1)
This Section shall not apply to nonconforming buildings or structures occupied by conforming uses. (See
Section 27-243.03.)
(CB-130-1987; CB-78-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-85-1993; CB-14-1998; CB-15-1998; CB-41-2002; CB-12-2003;
CB-1-2004; CB-84-2016; CB-49-2017; CB-94-2017; CB-98-2018)
Sec. 27-245. - Revocation of certification.
(a)
Upon a petition filed by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (or his
designee), or upon its own motion, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing to determine whether the
certification of a nonconforming use should be revoked.
(b)
The Planning Board shall revoke the certification if it finds that either:
(1)
There was fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining the certification;
(2)
A certified nonconforming use has been discontinued for a period of one hundred eighty (180) or more
consecutive calendar days, unless the conditions of nonoperation were beyond the control of the owner or holder
of the use and occupancy permit; or
(3)
Any applicable requirements of Section 27-244 or Subdivision 2 of this Division have not been met.
(c)
The Planning Board shall notify the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (or
his designee) of a revocation. The Director, in turn, shall revoke the use and occupancy permit for the
nonconforming use.
(d)
The decision of the Planning Board may be appealed to the District Council in the same manner as an original
certification (Section 27-244(f)(6)).
(CB-50-1984; CB-1-2004; CB-29-2014; CB-49-2017)
Sec. 27-246. - Validation of permits issued in error.
Any building, structure, or use, for which a permit issued in error has been validated by the District Council in
accordance with Section 27-258, shall be deemed a nonconforming building or structure, or a certified
nonconforming use, unless otherwise specified by the Council when it validates the permit. The nonconforming
building or structure, or certified nonconforming use, shall be subject to all of the provisions of this Division.
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SUBDIVISION 2. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC NONCONFORMING USES.
Sec. 27-247. - Junk yards and automobile salvage yards.
(a)
In order for a certified nonconforming junk yard or automobile salvage yard to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met, in addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To protect passersby from the dangers inherent in the dismantling, movement, or storage of wrecked and junked
motor vehicles and other scrap materials;
(2)
To protect children, who are naturally attracted to these sites;
(3)
To prevent stray dogs from frequenting the site;
(4)
To prevent rats, mice, and other vermin from infesting the site;
(5)
To protect the health and safety of workers and residents in the general area;
(6)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area; and
(7)
Any similar purposes.
(c)
All certified nonconforming junk yards and automobile salvage yards shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The junk or automobile salvage yard shall be enclosed by a solid, light-tight, sightly wall or fence at least eight
(8) feet high;
(2)
The wall or fence shall screen the enclosed area from public view;
(3)
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The fence shall be maintained in a constant state of good repair; and
(4)
No sign shall be placed on the fence (except as permitted by Part 12 of this Subtitle).
(d)
The requirements of Subsection (c), above, shall apply to all nonconforming junk yards and vehicle salvage
yards, regardless of any prior nonconforming use status.
(e)
The fence (wall) requirements may be waived or modified by the District Council in accordance with the
following procedures:
(1)
Application.
(A)
The owner or operator of the junk yard shall make a written request to the District Council to waive or modify
the requirements. The application shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council.
(B)
Along with the application, the owner or operator shall submit the following:
(i)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(ii)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(iii)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(C)
For the purposes of (i), (ii), and (iii), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but also
any contract purchaser.
(2)
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Transmittal. The application and any accompanying material shall be forwarded by the Clerk of the Council to
the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(3)
Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing on
the matter, in accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
(4)
Notice of public hearing. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall designate a date for the public hearing and shall
notify the applicant of the date.
(5)
District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures. The District Council shall decide upon the application, in
accordance with the procedures for oral argument and Council hearings contained in Part 3, Division 1,
Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
(6)
Criteria for approval.
(A)
The application may only be approved:
(i)
For a fixed temporary period of time, which may be renewed; and
(ii)
If the purposes of this Section are fulfilled.
(B)
In place of the fence, the Council may permit any of the following:
(i)
Screening by natural objects;
(ii)
Plantings on sides not facing traveled roads;
(iii)
A wire fence on sides where the adjacent properties are predominantly undeveloped; or
(iv)
A reduction in the fence requirements when the property is, or abuts, properties zoned I-1 or I-2.
(CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-41-2002; CB-1-2004)
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Sec. 27-248. - Adult book stores and/or Adult Video Stores.
(a)
In order for a certified nonconforming adult book store and/or adult video store to continue, the requirements of
this Section shall be met (in addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division).
(b)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To protect children, who may be attracted to these establishments; and
(2)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All certified nonconforming adult book stores and/or adult video stores shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
All windows, doors, and other apertures shall be blackened or obstructed so as to prevent anyone outside the
establishment from viewing its interior;
(2)
Advertising shall be limited to one (1) business sign, as provided for in Section 27-615;
(3)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the establishment shall prohibit access to the premises by any person who
is under eighteen (18) years old.
(d)
All adult book stores and/or adult video stores have to obtain a use and occupancy permit as set forth in Section
27-904. In order to provide for a reasonable standard of amortization and to prevent an unreasonable loss, all
certified nonconforming adult books stores and/or adult video stores may continue in operation until January 1,
2011, in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-53-1996; CB-28-2009; CB-17-2010)
Sec. 27-248.01. - Eating or drinking establishments.
(a)
In addition to being certified as a nonconforming use, an eating or drinking establishment permitting live
entertainment or patron dancing, with hours of operation that extend beyond 11:00 P.M., and with parking
abutting land used for residential purposes, except hotel lounges, may only continue subject to the requirements
of this Section and to any other applicable requirements of this Division.
(b)
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The purpose of this Section is to prevent and control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties.
(c)
All certified nonconforming eating or drinking establishments described in Subsection (a), above, shall meet the
following requirements:
(1)
A sight-tight fence or wall, at least six (6) feet in height, shall be located along the perimeter of all abutting
residential property; and
(2)
The property shall be maintained in accordance with all applicable provisions of the County Code.
(CB-89-1993)
Sec. 27-249. - Massage Establishments.
(a)
In order for a certified nonconforming massage establishment to continue, the requirements of this Section shall
be met (in addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division).
(b)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To protect children, who may be attracted to these establishments; and
(2)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All certified nonconforming massage establishments shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
All windows, doors, and other apertures shall be blackened or obstructed so as to prevent anyone outside the
establishment from viewing its interior;
(2)
Advertising shall be limited to one (1) business sign, as provided for in Section 27-615;
(3)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the establishment shall prohibit access to the premises by any person who
is under eighteen (18) years old.
(d)
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In order to provide for a reasonable standard of amortization and to prevent an unreasonable loss, all certified
nonconforming massage establishments may continue in operation until January 1, 1987, if properly licensed
and in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle. On or after that date, a massage establishment may only
continue if a Special Exception for a massage establishment is approved in accordance with Part 4 of this
Subtitle.
Sec. 27-250. - Mobile homes and trailer camps (mobile home parks).
(a)
In order for a nonconforming mobile home dwelling or trailer camp (mobile home park) to continue, the
requirements of this Section shall be met (in addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division).
(b)
Mobile home dwellings.
(1)
A nonconforming mobile home used as a dwelling may continue, if the dwelling was legally in existence on
November 24, 1975.
(2)
A building permit may be issued for a mobile home to be used as a dwelling provided that:
(A)
The application for the permit was on file with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement on
November 23, 1975; and
(B)
All requirements applicable to the erection of a mobile home as of that date have been met.
(3)
A mobile home dwelling erected pursuant to the above permit shall be deemed a certified nonconforming use
provided that:
(A)
Construction begins within six (6) months after the permit is issued; and
(B)
Construction proceeds to completion in accordance with the permit.
(c)
Trailer camps (mobile home parks).
(1)
A trailer camp (mobile home park) legally in existence on November 24, 1975, shall be considered a
nonconforming use.
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(2)
A trailer camp shall be deemed a certified nonconforming use if a Special Exception for the camp was approved
by the District Council prior to November 24, 1975.
(3)
In the case of a trailer camp identified in paragraph (2), above, building permits may be issued for all structures
shown on the site plan. In addition, building permits for buildings to be used for storage of maintenance
equipment and supplies not shown on the site plan may be issued without the approval of a Special Exception to
alter, enlarge, or extend a nonconforming use. These storage buildings shall be subject to the requirements
applicable to main buildings in the zone in which the camp is located.
(CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-250.01. - Pawnshops.
(a)
In order for a certified nonconforming pawnshop to continue, the requirements of this Section shall be met (in
addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division).
(b)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To preserve, conserve, and facilitate the revitalization of historic and older communities;
(2)
To control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties and existing and proposed land uses in the general
area; and
(3)
To provide appropriate siting of pawnshops to mitigate adverse effects on nearby residential and commercial
areas.
(c)
All certified nonconforming pawnshops shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the pawnshop establishment shall not transact business with any person
who is under eighteen (18) years old;
(2)
No parking of motor vehicles pledged as collateral shall be permitted on the subject property.
(d)
In the event that a certified nonconforming pawnshop is relocated to another location, the certification shall
cease.
2570/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-28-1997)
Sec. 27-251. - Model studios.
(a)
In order for a certified nonconforming model studio to continue, the requirements of this Section shall be met (in
addition to any other applicable requirements of this Division).
(b)
The purpose of this Section is to prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing
and proposed land uses in the general area.
(c)
All certified nonconforming model studios shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
Outdoor displays or advertising shall be limited to one (1) business sign, as provided for in Section 27-615; and
(2)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the establishment shall prohibit access to the premises by any person who
is not yet eighteen (18) years old.
(d)
In order to provide for a reasonable standard of amortization and to prevent an unreasonable loss, all certified
nonconforming model studios may continue in operation until January 1, 1985, if properly licensed and in
accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle. On or after that date, a model studio may continue only if a
Special Exception for a model studio is approved in accordance with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
SUBDIVISION 3. - NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES — SPECIAL PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-251.01. - Nonconforming Apartment Buildings.
(a)
The following procedures shall control and shall supersede all other zoning requirements for the legalization of
the structures, site plans, and use of apartment buildings located in the R-18 Zone, constructed pursuant to a
validly issued building permit prior to 1970, on land subdivided after November 1967, on a minimum of twentyfive (25) acres of land, comprised of not more than fifty-six (56) buildings, with not more than six hundred (600)
dwelling units.
(1)
The applicant shall file the request with the Planning Board and shall submit the following:
(A)
An as-built site plan of the subject property;
(B)
2571/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A site plan depicting all proposed modifications to the as-built site plan; and
(C)
A statement of justification supporting the applicant's request for a waiver by the District Council of specific
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, including, but not limited to, any required variances, departures, or waivers.
(2)
The Technical Staff shall review the applicant's request and shall submit specific recommendations to the
District Council for either the denial or approval of each of the requested waivers after making the following
findings:
(A)
That the waiver is essential to the revitalization or redevelopment of a deteriorated or obsolescent multifamily
project; and
(B)
That the project serves a public need and is a benefit to the citizens and the property in the surrounding
neighborhood.
(3)
Within thirty (30) days after receipt of the Staff's recommendations, the District Council shall conduct a public
hearing on the request. The property shall be posted at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the hearing. The
hearing shall also be advertised for two (2) consecutive weeks prior thereto in the County newspapers of record.
The District Council, after making the above required findings, may grant any of the waivers requested, thus
legalizing a portion or all of a particular structure or use on the subject property. Approval of such a waiver shall
not confer certification of nonconforming use status upon the subject property.
(CB-125-1988; CB-22-2019)
Editor's note— After November 4, 1988, the provisions of Section 27-251.01 are abrogated and of no further
force and effect without additional action by the District Council; however, applications filed on or before the
close of business on November 4, 1988, shall be processed in accordance with the provisions of this Section.
(CB-125-1988)
DIVISION 7. - BUILDING, GRADING, AND USE AND OCCUPANCY PERMITS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-252. - Building and grading permits.
(a)
None of the following construction related activities shall take place unless a building permit has been issued for
the activity by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement:
(1)
Erecting a building or structure (unless exempted under the Building Code);
(2)
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Enlarging, structurally altering, moving, or adding to an existing building or structure; or
(3)
Excavating for any building or structure.
(b)
No building permit shall be required for buildings and structures to be used exclusively for agricultural purposes
on land used only for agriculture, except for farm tenant dwellings.
(c)
All development of the property shall be in conformance with the plans approved with the building permit.
(d)
Trailers (designed for human occupancy) and mobile homes used for business purposes in any Commercial or
Industrial Zone, and mobile home dwellings, are buildings requiring building permits.
(e)
No building or grading permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
until after the expiration of the specified appeal period from a Planning Board decision concerning the subject
property of the permit, unless the right of appeal has been waived; nor shall any permit be issued during the
pendency of any appeal to, or review by, the District Council.
(f)
No building permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for land that
is not a record lot.
(g)
No grading permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for land that is
the subject of an approved preliminary plat of subdivision, unless the permit is in conformance with the
approved preliminary plat.
(h)
No building permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for land that
is within the area of an adopted and approved Area Master Plan which includes a Zoning Proposal that has been
prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01, or a Sectional Map Amendment which has been
transmitted by the Planning Board to the District Council pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225, when the
lot or parcel of land on which construction is proposed is in a Commercial or Industrial Zone, was proposed by
the Planning Board for a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted, is undeveloped, and has
been in the same zone for more than ten (10) years, until final action has been taken by the District Council on
the Sectional Map Amendment. This Subsection shall not apply to a lot or parcel of land for which a grading
permit has been issued by Prince George's County, sediment and erosion control devices have been installed by
the permittee, and site grading activities have been initiated by the permittee.
(i)
No grading permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement unless a
permit for infrastructure improvements including streets, utilities, or stormwater management facilities has been
issued for the property. This Subsection shall not apply to an unsubdivided parcel of land containing less than
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three (3) acres and in a Residential Zone which is not subject to the provisions of Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision
3, or Part 8, Division 4, of the Zoning Ordinance.
(j)
For land located within Priority Funding Areas of the County and subject to a detailed site plan requirement, a
grading permit may be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement authorizing
commencement of rough grading activities on the site (including removal of utilities and structures, basic
excavation, and installation of temporary stormwater controls) prior to approval of the detailed site plan,
provided:
(1)
The detailed site plan application has been accepted by the Planning Board;
(2)
The land is exempt from the requirements of the Woodland and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Ordinance within
Division 2, Subtitle 25 of the Prince George's County Code; and
(3)
The permittee provides documentation demonstrating that the subject property contains no regulated
environmental features, as defined by Subdivision Regulations within Subtitle 24 of this Code, or the grading
permit proposes no disturbance to any such features.
(CB-33-1985; CB-134-1985; CB-87-1988; CB-115-1989; CB-51-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-63-1992; CB-471996; CB-32-1998; CB-29-2014; CB-88-2014)
Sec. 27-253. - Use and occupancy permits.
(a)
None of the following activities shall take place unless a use and occupancy permit certifying compliance with
this Subtitle has been issued for the activity by the Building Inspector:
(1)
Use of a building, structure, or land;
(2)
Conversion of a building, structure, or land from one use to another use;
(3)
Medical practitioner's, insurance sales, and real estate sales offices;
(4)
Conversion of a one-family detached dwelling to include additional dwelling units (by Special Exception).
(b)
Use and occupancy permits shall not be required for the following:
(1)
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One-family dwelling (other than a new one-family dwelling) used for a single family;
(2)
Agricultural uses;
(3)
Accessory uses (except where a specific use is allowed as accessory to another use, provided that a "Tourist
Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" shall not require a use and occupancy permit); or
(4)
Home occupations for which no permit is specifically required, unless requested by the applicant.
(c)
All use of the property shall be in conformance with the use and occupancy permit, including the accompanying
plans.
(d)
When an occupant vacates premises, and a different occupant assumes possession of such premises, the new
occupant is required to obtain a use and occupancy permit, regardless of whether the use has changed.
(e)
No use and occupancy permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
until after the expiration of the specified appeal period from a Planning Board decision concerning the subject
property of the permit, unless the right of appeal has been waived; nor shall any permit be issued during the
pendency of any appeal to, or review by, the District Council.
(f)
The Chief of Police and the Fire Chief are authorized to direct the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department respectively, to take all immediate reasonable and necessary action to cease and
desist the operation of any activity requiring a use and occupancy permit when a use and occupancy permit has
not been issued.
(g)
The Chief of Police, the Fire Chief, and the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement are authorized to direct the Police Department, the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department,
and the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, respectively, to take all immediate reasonable
and necessary action to cease and desist the operation of any activity requiring a use and occupancy permit when
a use and occupancy permit has been issued and is not in compliance with the provisions of this Section and all
applicable use and occupancy provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
(h)
The Chief of Police and the Fire Chief are authorized to direct the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department respectively, to take all immediate reasonable and necessary action to cease and
desist the operation of any activity requiring a use and occupancy permit when the activity is found to present an
imminent danger and threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the public by not doing so, that there are no
other mitigating actions to be taken to resolve the imminent danger and threat to the health, safety, and welfare
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of the public, and that there are no other reasonable means of preventing further danger and threat to the health,
safety, and welfare of the public resulting from the continuation of the activity.
(i)
Immediate reasonable and necessary action shall include, but not be limited to: entering the building, structure,
and land; securing the building, structure, and land; removing the occupants of the building, structure, and land;
padlocking the building, structure, and land; and preventing the use and occupancy of the building, structure,
and land.
(j)
Actions taken pursuant to Sections 27-253(f), (g), and (h) shall remain in force and effect unless amended or
vacated by a decision of the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27-264.01(g) or by a decision
of a court of competent jurisdiction.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-58-1986; CB-87-1988; CB-84-1990; CB-63-1992; CB-1-1993; CB-47-1996;
CB-11-2004; CB-31-2006; CB-46-2010; CB-29-2014; CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
SUBDIVISION 2. - PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-254. - Applications.
(a)
Applications for building or use and occupancy permits shall be filed in duplicate on forms provided by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
No application for a building or use and occupancy permit shall be accepted by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement unless all of the information required on the forms and accompanying plans has
been furnished by the applicant.
(c)
Building and use and occupancy permit applications.
(1)
Each application for a building or use and occupancy permit shall be accompanied by duplicate copies of a plat
or site plan, drawn to scale, showing:
(A)
The lot on which the building is proposed to be erected or used, including lot dimensions, lot and block
numbers, and subdivision name (if any);
(B)
Names and widths of abutting streets;
(C)
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Locations, gross floor area, dimensions, height and setbacks of existing and proposed buildings and other
structures on the lot;
(D)
The proposed use of buildings and other structures for which the permit is requested;
(E)
North arrow and scale of the plan;
(F)
The layout (drawn to scale) of off-street parking and loading areas, and a parking and loading schedule showing
parking and loading requirements (and how they are met) for all uses on the property;
(G)
A landscape plan showing all landscaping, buffering, and screening of the proposed development, pursuant to
the provisions of the Landscape Manual; and
(H)
Any other information which the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
determines is necessary.
(2)
If the building or use and occupancy permit involves a reducing/exercise salon or health club, the application
shall be accompanied by detailed interior plans showing:
(A)
The gross floor area of the establishment;
(B)
All rooms, corridors, hallways, stairways, and other interior divisions, and the general dimensions and gross
floor area devoted to each; and
(C)
The intended use and general description of the furnishings, equipment, and facilities to be included within each
interior division of the establishment.
(3)
If the building or use and occupancy permit involves a commercial or industrial use, including such uses where
permitted in residential zones, mixed use zones, and comprehensive design zones, located within the boundaries
of a municipality, notice that the application has been accepted for filing shall be provided to the municipal
government.
(4)
If the building is located partially or completely within the Military Installation Overlay Zone:
(A)
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The building permit application shall include a certification, pursuant to Section 27-548.54, that any proposed
structures do not exceed the height limit established by the Impact Map for Height in Section 27.548.
(B)
Applications for buildings or structures located within the High Intensity Noise Area shall include the
certifications set forth in Section 27-548.55.
(C)
Applications for buildings and structures located within Accident Potential Zones 1 and 2 must include a signed
affidavit from the applicant acknowledging that the property lies within an Accident Potential Zone for Joint
Base Andrews.
(5)
At least 30 days prior to the issuance of a use and occupancy permit for certain uses specified by resolution of
Council an applicant shall send, by first class mail, an informational mailing of application filing to all civic
associations registered for the area which includes the subject property. At the same time and in the same
manner, the applicant shall also notify the District Council.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-37-1997; CB-36-2013; CB-29-2014;
CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-255. - Referral to Planning Board.
(a)
Every application for a grading, building, or use and occupancy permit, except as provided in (c), below, shall be
referred to the Planning Board (or its authorized representative) for its comments or recommendations, if any,
with respect to:
(1)
The requirements of this Subtitle, Subtitle 24, Subtitle 25, the Regional District Act, and any conditions placed
on the property in a zoning or subdivision matter; and
(2)
Conformance with any approved Conceptual Site Plan, Detailed Site Plan, Transit District Development Plan,
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Conservation Plan or any other site or development plan applicable to
development of the property.
(b)
No permit shall be recommended for approval by the Planning Board until after the expiration of the specified
appeal period from a Planning Board decision concerning the subject property of the permit, unless the right of
appeal has been waived; nor shall any permit be recommended for approval during the pendency of any appeal
to, or review by, the District Council.
(c)
This Section shall not apply to:
(1)
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Temporary permits issued in accordance with Subdivision 3 of this Division (unless otherwise specified in this
Subtitle), except in cases of property in a Transit District Overlay Zone, which shall be governed by Section 27260(d), or property in the Safety Zones of the Military Installation Overlay Zone; properties subject to Subtitle
25; and properties within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area; and
(2)
Permits of a minor nature, which types of permits shall be approved by the District Council upon the
recommendation of the Planning Board and the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, and shall be maintained on a list available for public inspection in each of these offices. Any
permits issued pursuant to these provisions shall not be subject to the requirements of this Subtitle. This
exception shall not apply to any property which is located within a historic district or listed on the Master Plan
for historic preservation as a historic resource; properties subject to Subtitle 25; or properties within the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(3)
Certain permits of a minor residential nature, which types of permits:
(A)
Shall be approved by the District Council upon the recommendation of the Planning Board and the Director of
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement; and
(B)
Shall be subject to review by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the
Director's designee for conformance to the requirements of this Subtitle, Subtitle 24, the Regional District Act
and any conditions placed on the property in a zoning or subdivision matter, and for conformance to any
approved Conceptual Site Plan, Detailed Site Plan, Transit District Development Plan, or any other site or
development plan applicable to development of the property.
(4)
The permits as described in subsection (3) above shall be subject to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance
and shall be maintained on a list available for public inspection in the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement office.
(d)
No building permit shall be recommended for approval by the Planning Board for land that is within the area of
an adopted and approved Area Master Plan which includes a Zoning Proposal that has been prepared pursuant to
the provisions of Section 27-225.01, or a Sectional Map Amendment which has been transmitted by the
Planning Board to the District Council pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225, when the lot or parcel of
land on which construction is proposed is in a Commercial or Industrial Zone, was proposed by the Planning
Board for a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted, is undeveloped, and has been in the
same zone for more than ten (10) years, until final action has been taken by the District Council on the Sectional
Map Amendment. This Subsection shall not apply to a lot or parcel of land for which a grading permit has been
issued by Prince George's County, sediment and erosion control devices have been installed by the permittee,
and site grading activities have been initiated by the permittee.
(e)
Any comments or recommendations of the Planning Board to the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement regarding applications for grading, building, or use and occupancy permits are
advisory only and shall not be a prerequisite for the issuance of grading, building, or use and occupancy permits.
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(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-87-1988; CB-51-1990; CB-89-1991; CB-13-1996; CB-53-2002; CB-76-2010;
CB-54-2012; CB-29-2014; CB-42-2015; CB-84-2017)
Editor's note— The list of permits of a minor nature which may be approved by the Director, Department of
Environmental Resources or the Director's designee, without Planning Board approval, include the following, as
created and amended by CR-121-1991; CR-76-1993; CR-11-1996; CR-27-2002; CB-76-2010 and CB-54-2012.
Permits of a Minor Nature
(1)
Boilers and/or mechanical equipment located inside buildings.
(2)
Replacement and installation of windows and pedestrian doors, excluding bay, bow, and commercial customer
service windows.
(3)
Replacement in kind and/or removal of underground tanks (water, gas, or oil) except within the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area.
(4)
Building siding without expansion of exterior walls.
(5)
Roofing and weatherproofing without increasing height of building.
(6)
Interior alteration of one-, two-, and three-family dwelling units with no change in use.
(7)
Restoration of one-family detached dwellings after fire or flood damage, or repair of general deterioration,
including pedestrian entrances, with no expansion of exterior walls or roof.
(8)
Removal of interior partitions with no change of use.
(9)
All interior life-safety improvements, exterior life-safety improvements with no expansion of exterior walls or
roof, and fire escapes and other means of emergency egress, all with no change in use.
(10)
Alterations or additions which are being made in order to comply with the Maryland Accessibility Code,
(Maryland Building Code for the Handicapped, Code of Maryland Regulations, Section .05.02.02) except within
the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(11)
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Trailers used exclusively by the County Police Department in commercial parking lots for which the permit shall
automatically expire when the trailer is vacated by the Police Department.
(12)
Commercial and residential satellite dishes not exceeding 18 inches in diameter.
(13)
Steps and ground level patios (except within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area).
(14)
Residential fences (maximum six feet) that are not subject to Detailed Site Plan, Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Conservation Plan or any other type of site plan; do not include or abut a property with a designated historic
resource; and are not subject to utility easements, storm drain or surface drainage easements, or floodplain
easements.
(15)
Sheds that do not otherwise require a building permit except within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(16)
All stadium wayfinding signs located within parking areas at a stadium.
Minor Residential Permits (except within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area).
(1)
Bay windows
(2)
Decks
(3)
External steps
(4)
Masonry barbecue grills
(5)
Patios
(6)
Swimming Pools
(7)
Fences on sites that are subject to Detailed Site Plan, Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Conservation Plan or other
type of site plan (excluding special exceptions); include or abut a property with a designated historic resource; or
that are subject to utility easements, storm drain or surface drainage easements, or flood plain easements.
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Sec. 27-255.01. - Fees for permit review by Planning Board.
Upon filing a permit application required to be reviewed by the Planning Board, the applicant shall pay to the
Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs related to permit review. The fee shall be Five Dollars ($5.00),
which shall be collected by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and remitted to the
Planning Board.
(CB-57-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-256. - Inspection of property.
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall inspect the property to insure that the
construction activity and use of the property complies with the grading, building, or use and occupancy permit,
including the accompanying plans.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-257. - Issuance of use and occupancy permit.
The issuance of a use and occupancy permit certifies that the building, structure, and use meet the requirements
of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-257.01. - Termination of use and occupancy permit.
(a)
Where a use and occupancy permit has been issued for a use other than a dance hall or public dance, as defined
in Section 5-197, and the property is being utilized as a dance hall or for a public dance, all use and occupancy
permits for the property shall be deemed abandoned and shall automatically terminate.
(b)
Notice of abandonment and termination shall be mailed to the applicant by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(CB-98-1994; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-258. - Validation of permit issued in error.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
A building, use and occupancy, or absent a use and occupancy permit, a valid apartment license, or sign permit
issued in error may be validated by the District Council in accordance with this Section.
(b)
Application.
(1)
An application for the validation shall be filed with the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(2)
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The application form shall be provided by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and shall
contain the information which the Director of that Department deems is necessary to meet the provisions of this
Section.
(3)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following:
(A)
A statement listing the names and the business and residential addresses of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(B)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors;
(C)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(4)
For the purposes of (A), (B), and (C) above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser.
(c)
Transmittal.
(1)
The application and accompanying material shall be forwarded by the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement to the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(d)
Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing on the matter in accordance with Part 3, Division
1, Subdivision 2 of this Subtitle.
(2)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall review the application for conformance with subsection (g) of this Section.
(e)
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Notice of public hearing.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall designate a date for the public hearing and shall notify the applicant of the
date.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council (or the office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner) shall publish a notice of the hearing at
least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date, at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record.
(3)
The notice shall contain:
(A)
The date, time, and place of the hearing;
(B)
A description and location of the property; and
(C)
A description of the nature of the request.
(f)
District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
(1)
The District Council shall decide upon the application, in accordance with the procedures for oral argument and
Council hearings contained in Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3 of this Subtitle.
(g)
Criteria for approval.
(1)
The District Council shall only approve the application if:
(A)
No fraud or misrepresentation had been practiced in obtaining the permit;
(B)
If, at the time of the permit's issuance, no appeal or controversy regarding its issuance was pending before any
body;
(C)
The applicant has acted in good faith, expending funds or incurring obligations in reliance on the permit; and
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(D)
The application meets the criteria of Section 27-244 of this Subtitle; and
(E)
The validation will not be against the public interest.
(h)
Status as a nonconforming use.
(1)
Any building, structure, or use for which a permit issued in error has been validated by the Council shall be
deemed a nonconforming building or structure, or a certified nonconforming use, unless otherwise specified by
the Council when it validates the permit. The nonconforming building or structure, or certified nonconforming
use, shall be subject to all of the provisions of Division 6 of this Part.
(CB-50-1984; CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-146-1986; CB-29-2014; CB-49-2017)
Sec. 27-259. - Permits within proposed rights-of-way.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
With the exception of an arena (stadium) proposed to be constructed on land leased or purchased from a public
agency, no building or sign permit (except as provided in Part 12 of this Subtitle) may generally be issued for
any structure on land located within the right-of-way or acquisition lines of a proposed street, rapid transit route,
or rapid transit facility, or proposed relocation or widening of an existing street, rapid transit route, or rapid
transit facility, as shown on a Master Plan; however, the Council may authorize the issuance of the building or
sign permit in accordance with this Section. For the purposes of this Section, "Master Plan" means the General
Plan, the Functional Master Plan of Transportation, or any Adopted and Approved Area Master Plan or, if not
yet approved, any such Master Plan adopted by the Planning Board, unless the Plan has been rejected by the
Council.
(2)
Notwithstanding the definition of a "street" (Section 27-107.01), building permits may be issued without such
Council authorization for any structures on:
(A)
Land which:
(i)
Was in reservation but is now not in reservation; and
(ii)
Has not been acquired and is not being acquired.
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(B)
Land which was subdivided after the adoption of a Functional Master Plan of Transportation, Area Master Plan,
or the General Plan, but was not reserved or required to be dedicated for a street or rapid transit route or facility
shown on the Plan.
(3)
A permit may be issued without such Council authorization for the replacement of a legally erected sign if the
replacement sign is otherwise in conformance with this Subtitle, is not an intensification of signage for the
subject property, and if the proposed transportation facility is not fully funded for construction in the adopted
County Capital Improvement Program or the current State Consolidated Transportation Program.
(b)
Application.
(1)
Where a Special Exception, Detailed Site Plan, Specific Design Plan, or Departure is pending, or where
application for issuance of a permit has been made and recommended for denial pursuant to Sections 27-254 and
27-255 of this Subtitle, the owner of the land may make a written request to the District Council to authorize the
issuance of the permit. In the latter case, the recommendation for denial of the permit shall not have been based
on any failure of the applicant to comply with any requirement of this Subtitle (other than Subsection (a) of this
Section), Subtitle 24, the Regional District Act, or any condition placed on the property in a zoning case or
subdivision plat approval. The request shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within
thirty (30) days after notice of the denial is given.
(2)
Along with the application, the owner shall submit the following:
(A)
A statement listing the names and the business and residential addresses of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(B)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The same statement shall also list the
current Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An
owner that is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide
residential addresses of its officers and directors;
(C)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(3)
For the purposes of (A), (B), and (C), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser.
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(c)
Transmittal.
(1)
Copies of the request and any accompanying material shall be forwarded by the Clerk of the Council to the
Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the Building Inspector, the Chairman of the Planning Board, and the
head of the agency having jurisdiction over the construction of any improvements within the right-of-way
referred to in Subsection (a)(1) of this Section.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council may require the property owner to submit sufficient copies of the request and any
accompanying materials to the Clerk, in order to make transmittals to agencies as required by this Section.
(d)
Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the matter in accordance with Part 3, Division 1,
Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
(e)
Notice of public hearing.
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall designate a date for the public hearing and shall notify the applicant of the
date.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council (or the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner) shall publish a notice of the hearing at
least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date, at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of record.
(3)
The notice shall contain:
(A)
The date, time, and place of the hearing;
(B)
The description and location of the property; and
(C)
A description of the nature of the request.
(f)
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District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
(1)
The District Council shall decide upon the request in accordance with the procedures for oral argument and
Council hearings contained in Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
(g)
Criteria for approval.
(1)
The District Council shall only approve the request if it finds that:
(A)
The entire property cannot yield a reasonable return to the owner unless the permit is granted;
(B)
Reasonable justice and equity are served by issuing the permit;
(C)
The interest of the County is balanced with the interests of the property owner; and
(D)
The integrity of the Functional Master Plan of Transportation, General Plan, and Area Master Plan is preserved.
(h)
Conditions placed on approval.
(1)
If the Council authorizes the issuance of the permit, it shall specify the exact location, ground area, height,
extent, and character of the structure to be allowed. The Council may also impose reasonable conditions which
benefit the County.
(i)
Validity.
(1)
In the case of a request filed in connection with a pending site plan, as described in Section 27-259(b)(1), the
authorization for issuance of a permit shall be automatically terminated if the application for a Special
Exception, Detailed Site Plan, Specific Design Plan, or Departure is denied.
(2)
Where authorization for issuance of a permit has been approved in connection with a pending site plan, the
authorization shall be valid for two (2) years. Within two (2) years of the date of final approval of the request, a
permit must be obtained and construction must be proceeding pursuant to the permit, or the authorization shall
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be terminated. A one (1) year extension of the validity period may be granted by the Planning Director if the
applicant is diligently proceeding towards issuance of a permit.
(CB-41-1984; CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-35-1986; CB-15-1993; CB-53-1995)
SUBDIVISION 3. - TEMPORARY PERMITS.
Sec. 27-260. - Authorization.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may issue temporary use and occupancy permits
(and if necessary, building permits) for the specific temporary structures and uses, and in accordance with the
requirements of Section 27-261.
(b)
The temporary use and occupancy permits shall not be issued where the disturbance proposed would violate the
provisions of Division 2 of Subtitle 25. An application for a temporary use and occupancy permit for temporary
sales trailers, temporary construction trailers and temporary office trailers shall include either a copy of an
approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan showing the areas of disturbance proposed with the permit, or an
approved Letter of Exemption in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 referencing the subject property,
the proposed area of disturbance and the proposed use.
(c)
No temporary permit shall be required if the use is allowed by other provisions of this Subtitle as a permanent
use.
(d)
These temporary uses are only allowed as set forth in the Tables of Uses (for the various zones).
(e)
In a Transit District or Safety Zone of the Military Installation Overlay Zone, no temporary use and occupancy
permit or building permit shall be issued for any use or activity unless the application for the permit has been
reviewed by the Planning Board or its authorized representative for conformance or consistency with the
Military Installation Overlay Zone requirements, or the approved Transit District Development Plan and Transit
District Site Plan.
(f)
The Chief of Police and the Fire Chief are authorized to direct the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department respectively, to take all immediate reasonable and necessary action to cease and
desist the operation of any activity requiring a temporary use and occupancy permit when a temporary use and
occupancy permit has not been issued.
(g)
The Chief of Police and the Fire Chief are authorized to direct the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department respectively, to take all immediate reasonable and necessary action to cease and
desist the operation of any activity requiring a temporary use and occupancy permit when a temporary use and
occupancy permit has been issued and is not in compliance with the provisions of this Section and all applicable
use and occupancy provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
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(h)
The Chief of Police and the Fire Chief are authorized to direct the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department respectively, to take all immediate reasonable and necessary action to cease and
desist the operation of any activity requiring a temporary use and occupancy permit when the activity is found to
present an imminent danger and threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the public by not doing so, that there
are no other mitigating actions to be taken to resolve the imminent danger and threat to the health, safety, and
welfare of the public, and that there are no other reasonable means of preventing further danger and threat to the
health, safety, and welfare of the public resulting from the continuation of the activity until a hearing is held.
(i)
Immediate reasonable and necessary action shall include, but not be limited to: entering the building, structure,
and land; securing the building, structure, and land; removing the occupants of the building, structure, and land;
padlocking the building, structure, and land; and preventing the use and occupancy of the building, structure,
and land.
(j)
Actions taken pursuant to Sections 27-253(f), (g), and (h) shall remain in force and effect unless amended or
vacated by a decision of the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27-264.01(g) or by a decision
of a court of competent jurisdiction.
(CB-2-1984; CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-31-2006; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-29-2014; CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-261. - Specific temporary uses.
(a)
Contractor's construction-related facilities/real estate subdivision sales office.
(1)
A temporary permit may be issued for a construction contractor's office, yard, shed, or storage building, or a
temporary real estate subdivision sales office in accordance with the following:
(A)
The permit shall be valid for not more than three (3) years. The permit may be renewed for additional periods of
not more than two (2) years each;
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(B)
The permit shall be issued only when actual construction on or in the immediate vicinity of the temporary use
site necessitates the structures and uses;
(C)
The permit shall remain valid only for the time required for the construction or real estate sales;
(D)
Adequate measures shall be taken to insure that the use will not adversely affect the health and safety of
residents or workers in the area, and will not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties or
the general neighborhood.
(b)
Wayside stand.
(1)
The stand shall be located not less than twenty-five (25) feet from an existing street.
(2)
The stand shall be used only for the sale of agricultural products grown or produced on the premises, and the
incidental sale of agricultural products not grown or produced on the premises.
(3)
The permit shall be valid for not more than two (2) years. The permit may be renewed for additional periods of
not more than two (2) years each.
(4)
Adequate measures shall be taken to insure that the use will not adversely affect the health and safety of
residents or workers in the area, and will not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties or
the general neighborhood.
(c)
Seasonal decorations display and sales.
(1)
A permit shall be valid for not more than forty-five (45) consecutive days for the display and sale of products
produced for seasonal decoration.
(2)
Except for bona fide nonprofit groups or organizations, in any Residential Zone or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an
R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, the display/sales area shall be located at least
twenty-five (25) feet from an existing street line and from any adjacent lot lines.
(3)
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Adequate measures shall be taken to insure that the use will not adversely affect the health and safety of
residents or workers in the area, and will not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties or
the general neighborhood.
(CB-23-1989)
(d)
Temporary shelter for commercial displays, sales, and services.
(1)
The uses may include all commercial displays, sales, and services permitted (as a "P" use in the commercial use
list) in the respective Commercial Zones for promotional displays or sales, seasonal activities, income tax
consultant's offices, carload sales of products, sidewalk sales, and demonstration of products in a parking lot.
(2)
The shelter may include a trailer or tent.
(3)
The permit shall be issued for not more than three (3) consecutive months.
(e)
Mobile home for emergency housing.
(1)
The mobile home shall be used only as a dwelling in times of emergency due to major calamity.
(2)
The use shall be certified by the County agency responsible for providing emergency housing.
(3)
All requirements for lot coverage, building lines, frontages, yards, height limitations, and off-street parking in
the zone in which the mobile home is located shall be met.
(4)
The permit shall be issued for not more than two (2) years and shall not be renewable.
(f)
Transient mobile home or camping trailer residence.
(1)
The mobile home or camping trailer shall be located on a lot at least five (5) acres in size.
(2)
The principal use of the lot shall be an activity for which the County levies an amusement tax.
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(3)
The occupants of the mobile home or camping trailer shall be employed in connection, or otherwise reasonably
associated, with the activity.
(4)
The permit shall be valid for not more than one hundred (120) cumulative days per any one (1) year, except for a
mobile home or camping trailer used in connection with a pari-mutuel racetrack where the permit shall be valid
for not more than two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.
(g)
Recyclable materials collection.
(1)
The collection of recyclable materials shall only be approved by resolution of the District Council.
(2)
The resolution shall set forth the term of the use (not to exceed three (3) years) and any other conditions to be
met.
(3)
The permit may be renewed by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for periods of not
more than three (3) years each, provided the use continues in accordance with any conditions established by the
Council.
(4)
The use shall be limited to collection and removal at regular intervals. It shall not include long-term or bulk
storage and shall normally be limited to an area not more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet in size.
(CB-29-2014)
(h)
Firewood displays and sales.
(1)
The permit shall be valid for not more than four (4) months in any twelve (12) month period and shall not be
renewable.
(2)
The firewood shall be neatly stacked, and the property shall be kept clean and free from debris.
(3)
The immediate area within which firewood is displayed or sold shall not be enclosed (notwithstanding the
provisions of Subsection (d), above).
(4)
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In any Residential Zone or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, the sales area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any street line.
(5)
No power-driven log cutting or splitting devices shall be used in connection with the use.
(6)
In any Commercial or Industrial Zone or land proposed to be used for commercial or industrial purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, the sales area shall be located at least ten (10) feet from any street
line, and shall not encroach upon any required landscaped area.
(CB-23-1989)
(i)
Permit issued in error.
(1)
A temporary use and occupancy permit shall be issued for the same use and may be issued for a comparable use
(a use permitted under the mistaken zoning category), provided that:
(A)
The use was erroneously permitted under a previously issued use and occupancy permit for at least five (5)
years; and
(B)
A structure has been erected (pursuant to a permit for a particular use) under an apparent mistake concerning the
zoning of the property.
(2)
The application for the permit shall contain the following:
(A)
The application and material required by Section 27-254;
(B)
Evidence of the issuance of the previous use and occupancy permit and existence of the use for five (5) years, or
evidence of the issuance of a building permit authorizing the temporary use now being applied for; and
(C)
Evidence that administrative or judicial relief has been applied for, which will result in the right to use the
property for the use now applied for, or a statement by the Planning Board (or by its authorized representative)
that the use applied for is not contrary to the Master Plan's recommendations for the property, and that a
Sectional Map Amendment covering the property will be considered within three (3) years.
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(3)
The temporary use and occupancy permit shall expire when the administrative or judicial relief is final, or the
Sectional Map Amendment is approved.
(j)
Farmer's market or flea market.
(1)
Except as provided in Subsection (j)(8) of this Section, the farmer's market shall only be located on the open
area or parking lot of private or publicly owned property. The flea market shall only be located on the open area
or parking lot of property owned by a public agency or a not-for-profit organization.
(2)
The permit shall only be issued for thirty (30) days for a flea market and no more than 106 days for a farmer's
market in any one (1) calendar year.
(3)
The use for the flea market shall be operated only during daylight hours as specified in the application and
approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. The use for the farmer's market shall
be operated only within the hours as specified in the application and approved by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(4)
Stalls, sales tables, and any other facilities related to the flea market shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet
from any abutting street. If located within a parking lot, the facilities shall be located so as to provide sufficient
parking facilities for the patrons.
(5)
Vehicular access to the subject property shall not be by means of streets internal to subdivisions for one-family
dwellings.
(6)
The site plan submitted with the permit application shall show all existing improvements on the property, offstreet parking areas and driveways (including traffic control patterns), and the specific area (dimensioned) of the
property to be occupied by the flea market.
(7)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may revoke the permit if the use constitutes a
nuisance because of noise, traffic, physical activity, or other cause.
(8)
A farmer's market may operate inside a public or privately owned building with the written permission of the
property owner during the months of December through March for a period not to exceed a total of thirty (30)
days, provided the farmer's market otherwise complies with the provisions of Section 27-107.01(a)(87.1) and
Section 27-261(j) of this Code.
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(9)
A Farmer's Market vendor which cooks food on-site utilizing a propane or other heated cooking surface must:
(A)
secure a current year proof of review from the Fire/EMS Department for a NFPA-701; and
(B)
secure a current year proof of review from the Fire/EMS Department for propane gas, if used. Current year proof
of review must be displayed at all markets where vendor is cooking food on-site.
(10)
Vendors that do not use heating sources or open flame or cook food on-site at the Farmer's Market are not
required to have a NFPA-701-compliant tent. Such vendors must be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from
vendors utilizing a heated cooking surface.
(11)
Market Managers are responsible for ensuring that tents at a Farmer's Market are weighted with at least 24
pounds anchoring each leg of the tent.
(12)
Third party electrical or structural inspections are required for Farmer's Market vendors if generators are used
that are required to be grounded per manufacturing specifications or if other temporary structures other than
tents (i.e. stages and platforms) are used at the market or if an individual tent is larger than 400 square feet.
(CB-63-1998; CB-49-2008; CB-73-2012; CB-29-2014; CB-16-2016; CB-4-2019)
(k)
Carnival, circus, fair, or similar temporary use.
(1)
The permit shall only be issued for up to seventeen (17) days and shall not be renewable.
(2)
The use shall be located only on a parking lot (except in a Commercial, I-1, or I-2 Zone), and at least two
hundred fifty (250) feet from any dwelling.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985)
(l)
Exhibition/model center.
(1)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, in the M-X-T Zone, an exhibition/model center for the
purposes of display of a detailed model or models of proposed developments, sales office, and related activities,
in accordance with the following:
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(A)
The permit may be issued prior to approval of the conceptual and detailed site plans;
(B)
The permit may be issued for not more than five (5) years. The permit may be renewed for additional periods of
not more than three (3) years each;
(C)
The applicant shall apply for all necessary building, grading and other permits prior to the issuance of the
permit.
(D)
Prior to the issuance of any permit or the renewal thereof, the matter shall be referred to the District Council for
consideration. The District Council may approve, modify or reject the permit or permit renewal. Failure to take
action within thirty (30) days of referral shall constitute approval.
(E)
No later than ninety (90) days after the expiration of any permit or permit renewal, any structure erected in
accordance with this Section shall be demolished.
(CB-134-1986)
Editor's note— The provisions of Subsection (l) apply only to structures erected pursuant to a permit issued on
or before January 1, 1989. (CB-153-1987)
(m)
Compensatory educational modular classrooms.
(1)
One (1) modular classroom, not exceeding seven hundred (700) square feet of gross floor area, may be located
on the premises of the private school whose students are receiving instruction under Title 1.
(2)
The modular classroom shall not be located on a parking lot or in a front yard and its installation shall not cause
the removal of any existing trees.
(3)
Landscaping, consisting of live evergreens at least six (6) feet in height and planted ten (10) feet on center
around the perimeter of the modular classroom (except at entrance or exit ways), shall be installed prior to the
issuance of the permit.
(4)
The modular classroom shall be set back at least twenty-five (25) feet from abutting land in any Residential
Zone or land proposed to be used for residential purposes in any other zone.
(5)
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The permit shall be valid for not more than three (3) years and may be renewed for additional periods of not
more than two (2) years each.
(6)
The modular classroom shall be removed from the premises upon the earlier of:
(A)
The expiration of the permit; or
(B)
The cessation of the educational services provided under Title 1 for a period exceeding one hundred (100)
consecutive days.
(7)
The term modular classroom shall mean those facilities which quality for funding as a capital expense pursuant
to Title 20, United States Code Section 2727(d)(4).
(CB-106-1989)
(n)
Trailer for office space accessory to an existing industrial use.
(1)
One (1) office trailer, not exceeding one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet of gross floor area, may be
located for use on site in conjunction with existing office space accessory to an industrial use during the time in
which permanent office space facilities are being constructed on-site.
(2)
There shall be no bathroom facilities or running water provided in the office trailer, and permanent bathroom
facilities and running water shall be provided in the existing permanent on-site office space facilities.
(3)
A site plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Board or its designee for compliance with applicable regulations.
(4)
The permit shall be valid for not more than two (2) years and may be renewed for one additional period of two
(2) years, provided that the applicant has diligently proceeded with development of the permanent office space
facilities and that the failure to complete the office facilities within the time of the original permit was not within
the control of the applicant.
(5)
The office trailer shall be removed within sixty (60) days of the issuance of the use and occupancy permit for the
permanent office space facilities.
(CB-24-1993)
(o)
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Trailer for office space accessory to an existing group residential facility which services more than eight (8)
persons.
(1)
One (1) office trailer, not exceeding one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet of gross floor area, may be
located on-site in conjunction with existing office space accessory to a group residential facility which services
more than eight (8) persons during the time in which renovations to the permanent office space facilities are
being made on-site.
(2)
Temporary bathroom facilities and running water will be provided in the office trailer for staff use only.
(3)
A site plan shall be reviewed by the Planning Board or its designee for compliance with applicable regulations,
excluding the Prince George's County Landscape Manual.
(4)
The permit shall be valid for not more than one (1) year and may be renewed for one (1) additional year,
provided that the applicant has diligently proceeded with renovations to the permanent office space facilities and
that the failure to complete the renovations to the office facilities within the time of the original permit was not
within the control of the applicant.
(5)
The office trailer shall be removed within (60) days of the completion of the renovations to the permanent office
space facilities.
(CB-35-1996)
(p)
Sales events sponsored by bona fide nonprofit groups or organizations.
(1)
The use shall be operated only on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays of the County, State, or Nation.
(2)
The use shall be located in an enclosed building.
(CB-26-1997)
(q)
Employment or training center.
(1)
A temporary permit may be issued for an employment or training center that is associated with a facility that is
under construction, provided that the employment or training center is located within one mile of the facility
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under construction. The temporary employment or training center shall be located on property with a former
public school structure pursuant to a contractual agreement with the County.
(2)
Any temporary permit issued shall comply with the following requirements:
(A)
The temporary permit shall be valid for a period not exceeding three (3) years. However, upon showing of good
cause by the permit holder, a temporary permit for an employment or training center may be renewed, for a
period not exceeding two (2) years.
(B)
Adequate measures shall be taken to ensure that the temporary employment or training center use will not
adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of residents or workers in the area, and will not be detrimental to
the use or development of adjacent properties or the general neighborhood.
(CB-20-2015)
DIVISION 8. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 27-262. - Authorization.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and, when specified, the Police Department, and
the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department shall have the duty of enforcing the requirements of this
Subtitle.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall also have enforcement authority to enforce
the Sign Ordinance in Part 12 of this Subtitle regarding signs in the County right-of-way. As used in this Section,
right-of-way is defined in Section 23-102 of this Code.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-18-1991; CB-73-2001; CB-31-2006; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-263. - Inspections and complaints.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and when specified, pursuant to Section 27-253(f),
(g), and (h) and Section 27-260(f), (g), and (h) of the Zoning Ordinance, the Police Department and the
Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department shall conduct a Zoning Enforcement Program to assure
continuing compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.
(b)
Inspections shall primarily be programmed on an area-by-area basis, but shall also include the investigation of
individual complaints from private sources of alleged zoning violations. All complaints shall be submitted to the
Department, and when specified, to the Police Department and the Fire/Emergency Medical Services
Department.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-116-1988; CB-31-2006; CB-29-2014)
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Sec. 27-264. - Enforcement procedures.
(a)
Erection of building or structure.
(1)
When it determines that a violation of this Subtitle has occurred with respect to the erection of a building or
other structure, the Department shall order the work to stop and shall post the building or structure with a "Stop
Work" order form. The owner or builder shall also be given formal written notice of the "Stop Work" order. No
work shall proceed after posting, except to correct the violation and continue in full compliance with the
provisions of this Subtitle. If the work does not stop, or corrective action has not been completed within five (5)
business days of posting (or another greater grace period determined by the Department), the Department shall
take appropriate action against the violator.
(b)
Use.
(1)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-264.01 and Section 27-264.02 of the Zoning Ordinance, when it
determines that a violation of this Subtitle has occurred with respect to the use of any building, structure, or land,
or there is a failure to obtain a use and occupancy permit, with the exception of violations of Section 27-261(b),
(c), (d), (h), and (j), the Department shall serve notice (on the form provided) upon the owner, general agent, or
lessee of the building, structure, or land, directing that the violation cease. If, at the expiration of five (5)
business days of the notice (or another greater period determined by the Department), the violation has not
ceased, the Department shall take appropriate action against the violator. If it is not possible to serve the notice,
the building, structure, or land shall be posted with the notice.
(2)
When it determines that a violation of Section 27-261(b), (c), (d), (h), or (j) has occurred with respect to the use
of any building, structure, or land, the Department shall serve notice (on the form provided) upon the owner,
general agent, or lessee of the building, structure, or land, and upon the person, firm, or corporation conducting
the activities, directing that the violation cease. If, at the expiration of forty-eight (48) hours of the notice, the
violation has not ceased or a temporary use and occupancy permit has not been issued, the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall notify the Police Department to take appropriate action against
the violator, as set forth below.
(A)
A police officer shall direct the violator to remove all goods and equipment from the property. If the violator
fails to obey said direction and continues in violation of this Subtitle, the equipment and goods shall be removed
by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and taken to a designated County facility.
(B)
Goods and equipment removed pursuant to this provision may be claimed by their owner on the next business
day or within fifteen (15) days thereafter upon payment of any fine which has not been appealed. Any goods or
equipment not claimed by the owner within fifteen (15) days shall be deemed abandoned and shall become the
property of the County.
(C)
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The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall have no responsibility to preserve or protect
any equipment or goods removed under this Section.
(D)
A violation notice issued for the conducting of activities without a temporary use and occupancy permit shall
serve as notice of a continuing violation by those persons at the subject site or any other site within the County,
and no further notice of violation need be issued prior to utilizing the procedures in subparagraphs (A) and (B),
above.
(3)
When it determines that a violation of Part 16 has occurred with respect to the use of any building, structure, or
land for an Adult Book Store, the Department shall serve notice (on the form provided) upon the owner, general
agent, or lessee of the building, structure, or land, and upon the person, firm, or corporation conducting the
activities, directing that the violation cease. If, at the expiration of forty-eight (48) hours of the notice, the
violation has not ceased, the Department shall notify the Police Department to take appropriate action against the
violator as set forth below.
(A)
A police officer may direct the violator to discontinue operation as an Adult Book Store.
(B)
If the violation continues, the violator shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be subject to a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or imprisonment in jail for a period of not
more than six (6) months, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(c)
Repeated violation.
(1)
A grace period for correction of a civil violation need not be given in the case of a subsequent, repeated violation
of the same provision of this Subtitle by the same violator. A "repeated violation," for the purposes of this
Subsection, may take place at a location which is identical to or different from the first violation within a thirtysix (36) month period from the first violation. If it determines that a repeated violation has occurred, the
Department may immediately take appropriate action against the violator.
(2)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subtitle 28, Section 28-111 of the County Code, repeated violations for
operating outside the scope of a valid use and occupancy permit shall be subject to a fine of One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000.00) for each "repeated violation".
(CB-18-1991; CB-88-1997; CB-31-2006; CB-46-2010; CB-63-2011; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-264.01. - Expedited enforcement procedures.
(a)
The Chief of Police, the Fire Chief, and the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement shall establish policies, rules, and procedures to implement this Division.
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(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-264, when the Chief of Police, the Fire Chief, or the Director of
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement determine that a violation of Section 27-253 or
Section 27-260 has occurred with respect to the use of any building, structure, or land, or there is a failure to
obtain a use and occupancy permit, the Chief of Police, the Fire Chief, and the Director of the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement are authorized to direct the Police Department, the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services Department, and the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, respectively, to
issue a written violation notice directing that the violation cease and that all activities in the building, structure,
and on the land cease pending a hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27264.01(g).
(c)
The Chief of Police, the Fire Chief, and the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement shall provide the written violation notice, issued pursuant to Section 27-264.01, to one (1) of the
following: the owner, general agent, or lessee of the building, structure, or land; the person, firm, or corporation
conducting the activities; or any person in the building, structure or on the land that directs, manages, or is in
control or is in apparent control or management of the activity or activities set forth in Section 27-253 or Section
27-260. In the event that no person or no person representing entities set forth in this Section are present or any
person or any person representing entities set forth in this Section flees when the activity or activities take place
and the written violation notice is being issued, the written violation notice shall be posted on the building,
structure or on the land in which or upon which the activity or activities took place, directing that the violation
cease and that all activities in the building, structure, or on the land cease pending a hearing before the Zoning
Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27-264.01(g). Posting of the issued written notice shall be deemed
to be constructive notice to the owner, general agent, or lessee of the building, structure, or land; the person,
firm, or corporation conducting the activities; or any person in the building, structure or on the land that directs,
manages, or is in control or is in apparent control or management of the building, structure or on the land in
which or upon which the activity or activities took place.
(d)
For violations of Section 27-253(f), (g), and (h) or Section 27-260(f), (g), and (h) of the Zoning Ordinance, the
owner, general agent, or lessee of the building, structure, or land, the person, firm, or corporation conducting the
activities; or any person in the building, structure or on the land that directs, manages, or is in control or is in
apparent control or management of the building, structure or on the land in which or upon which the activity or
activities took place may request a hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The Zoning Hearing Examiner
shall commence a hearing within four (4) days following receipt of the request for a hearing.
(e)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall provide a hearing on the record.
(f)
The enforcement action of the Police Department, the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department, or the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall not be stayed during the pendency of the hearing.
(g)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall render a decision on the enforcement action within two (2) days after the
conclusion of the hearing on the record. The decision shall include the following findings of fact: whether a use
and occupancy permit has been issued for the use alleged to be in violation; whether the activity in the building,
structure or on the land in which the activity took place is in compliance with any existing use and occupancy
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permits; whether there was an imminent danger and threat to the public health, safety and welfare, and whether
the activity constitutes a continuing threat to the public health, safety and welfare.
(h)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the Police Department, the
Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department or the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement,
respectively, only if the decision of the Police Department, the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department, or
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, respectively, is clearly erroneous, or arbitrary and
capricious, or unsupported by any substantial evidence.
(i)
The enforcement action of the Police Department, the Fire/Emergency Medical Services Department, or the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, respectively, shall terminate or continue according to
the determination of the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(j)
Any party aggrieved by a decision of the Zoning Hearing Examiner may appeal the decision to the Circuit Court
for Prince George's County, Maryland. The appeal shall proceed in accordance with the provisions of Title 7 of
the Maryland Rules of Procedure.
(CB-31-2006; CB-46-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-264.02. - Computation of time pursuant to this Act.
(a)
For purposes of computing a period of time pursuant to the provisions of this Act, the day of the act, event, or
default, after which the designated period of time begins to run is not to be included. The last day of the period
so computed is to be included unless:
(1)
It is a Sunday or a legal holiday, in which event the period runs until the end of the next day, which is neither a
Sunday or a holiday; or,
(2)
The act to be done is the filing of some paper in court and the office of the clerk of said court on said last day of
the period is not open, or is closed for a part of a day, in which event, the period runs until the end of the next
day which is neither a Sunday, Saturday, a legal holiday, or a day on which the said office is not open the entire
day during ordinary business hours. When the period of time allowed is more than seven (7) days, intermediate
Sundays and holidays shall be considered as other days; but if the period of time allowed is seven (7) days or
less, intermediate Sundays and holidays shall not be counted in computing the period of time.
(CB-31-2006)
Sec. 27-265. - Penalties.
(a)
Any person may be liable for a civil fine (provided for in Subtitle 28 of the Code) or be prosecuted for a
misdemeanor if he:
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(1)
Erects, maintains, or uses any structure or land in violation of any portion of the Zoning Ordinance;
(2)
Violates any order issued in accordance with this Subtitle; or
(3)
Fails to erect structures or use land in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(b)
If a person is convicted of a misdemeanor, the violator shall be subject to a fine of Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) or up to ninety (90) days imprisonment, or both, in the discretion of the Court. The application of the
penalty shall not preclude abatement of the violation through appropriate proceedings in equity.
(c)
If the violation is of a continuing nature, each and every day during which the violation continues is a separate
violation. Each violation issued within a thirty-six (36) month period from the first violation to the same person
will be considered a violation of a continuing nature.
(CB-63-2011)
Sec. 27-266. - Extension of grace period.
The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant additional time to correct a violation in accordance with Part 3,
Division 5.
DIVISION 9. - SITE PLANS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - CONCEPTUAL SITE PLANS AND DETAILED SITE PLANS, IN GENERAL.
Sec. 27-267. - Introduction.
(a)
The term "site plan" is often used to refer to any type of two dimensional, scaled drawing which illustrates
existing and proposed features of a piece of property. There are a number of references in this Subtitle to a site
plan being required to be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board or its designee. There are other
situations in the development process where approval of a site plan is required as a condition of approval of
Zoning Map Amendment applications, Preliminary Plats of Subdivision, or Special Exceptions. It is the intent of
this Division to simplify the site plan review requirements by standardizing the review procedures, criteria,
approval procedures, and terminology.
(b)
This Division provides for Conceptual Site Plans and Detailed Site Plans. This Division also provides for
limiting or expanding the review requirements to accommodate the peculiarities of each type of development for
which site plan review is required.
Sec. 27-268. - Purposes of Division.
(a)
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The purposes of the Division are:
(1)
To provide requirements for the preparation and approval of all Conceptual Site Plans and Detailed Site Plans;
(2)
To assure that site plans help to fulfill the purposes of the zone in which the land is located;
(3)
To provide simple, efficient procedures for the review and approval of site plans;
(4)
To provide simple, straightforward explanations of the information that is to appear on each plan.
Sec. 27-269. - Applicability.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall apply to:
(1)
All Conceptual Site Plans and Detailed Site Plans required by this Subtitle;
(2)
All site plan requirements which specifically reference this Division;
(3)
All site plans required as a condition of approval of any Zoning Map Amendment application, Special Exception
application, subdivision plat, or other zoning case. The reasons for requiring the review of the site plan shall be
considered as criteria for approval of the site plan. The conditional approval shall state as clearly as possible the
reasons for requiring the site plan and the specific parts of the proposed development to be reviewed, which may
include any of the design guidelines contained in Sections 27-274 and 27-283. The order of approvals for these
types of Detailed Site Plans may be established by the authority requiring the site plan at the time the site plan
requirement is imposed.
(b)
The Planning Board shall make available to the public a list of all types of development for which this Subtitle
requires Conceptual or Detailed Site Plans.
(CB-77-1997)
Sec. 27-270. - Order of approvals.
(a)
When a Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan is required unless otherwise provided for in this Subtitle, the
following order of approvals shall be observed:
(1)
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Zoning;
(2)
Conceptual Site Plan;
(3)
Preliminary Plat of Subdivision;
(4)
Detailed Site Plan;
(5)
Final Plat of Subdivision (a final plat of subdivision may be approved prior to a detailed site plan, if the
technical staff determines that the site plan approval will not affect final plat approval);
(6)
Grading, building, use and occupancy permits.
Sec. 27-271. - Relationship to Special Exceptions.
The site plan required to be submitted along with an application for a Special Exception shall not be approved in
accordance with this Part, but shall be approved in accordance with Part 4. All Conceptual Site Plans and
Detailed Site Plans approved in this Part shall only be approved if they are in accordance with any approved
Special Exception site plans.
Sec. 27-271.01. - Requirements for Expedited Transit-Oriented Development.
(a)
Legislative intent.
(1)
It is in the vital public interest of the residents of Prince George's County to create incentives that encourage
high quality transit-oriented development, which will increase the County's tax base by stimulating economic
growth and the development of sustainable projects with a mix of residential and commercial uses.
(2)
Incentives that create more certainty, timeliness, and predictability in the County's development review process
near WMATA and certain Maryland Transit Administration ("MTA") transit stations, which also include proper
standards that promote business uses that are compatible with transit-oriented development and desired by the
public, will create a positive environment for transit-oriented development projects to better attract private
financing and more effectively satisfy market demand.
(b)
Expedited review for transit-oriented development. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, or any
Resolution adopted by the District Council pursuant thereto, Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects
shall be eligible for expedited review in accordance and compliance with Section 27-290.01 or Section 272607/3869
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290.02 as provided herein. For eligible developments that do not seek expedited review, the prescriptions of
Section 27-290.01 and Section 270-290.02 shall not apply.
(CB-20-2013)
SUBDIVISION 2. - REQUIREMENTS FOR CONCEPTUAL SITE PLANS.
Sec. 27-272. - Purpose of Conceptual Site Plans.
(a)
Examples.
(1)
There is often a need for approval of a very general concept for developing a parcel of land before subdivision
plans or final engineering designs are begun. Such cases include:
(A)
Planned employment parks;
(B)
Planned mixed-use developments;
(C)
Recreational Community Developments;
(D)
Large single-use developments;
(E)
Development which is potentially incompatible with land uses on surrounding properties; and
(F)
Developments involving environmentally sensitive land, or land that contains important natural features that are
particularly worthy of attention.
(b)
General purposes.
(1)
The general purposes of Conceptual Site Plans are:
(A)
To provide for development in accordance with the principles for the orderly, planned, efficient, and economical
development contained in the General Plan, Master Plan or other approved plan;
(B)
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To help fulfill the purposes of the zone in which the land is located;
(C)
To provide for development in accordance with the site design guidelines established in this Division; and
(D)
To provide approval procedures that are easy to understand and consistent for all types of Conceptual Site Plans.
(c)
Specific purposes.
(1)
The specific purposes of Conceptual Site Plans are:
(A)
To explain the relationships among proposed uses on the subject site, and between the uses on the site and
adjacent uses;
(B)
To illustrate approximate locations where buildings, parking lots, streets, green areas, and other similar physical
features may be placed in the final design for the site;
(C)
To illustrate general grading, woodland conservation areas, preservation of sensitive environmental features,
planting, sediment control, and storm water management concepts to be employed in any final design for the
site; and
(D)
To describe, generally, the recreational facilities, architectural form of buildings, and street furniture (such as
lamps, signs, and benches) to be used on the final plan.
(CB-75-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-273. - Submittal requirements.
(a)
The Conceptual Site Plan shall be submitted to the Planning Board by the owner of the property (or his
authorized representative).
(b)
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The Conceptual Site Plan shall be prepared by an engineer, architect, landscape architect, or urban planner.
(c)
Upon filing the Plan, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs related to
processing the Plan. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning Board. A reduction in the fee may be
permitted by the Planning Board if it finds that payment of the full amount will cause an undue hardship upon
the applicant.
(d)
If more than one (1) drawing is used, all drawings shall be at the same scale (where feasible).
(e)
A Conceptual Site Plan shall include the following:
(1)
Location map, north arrow, and scale;
(2)
Boundaries of the property, using bearings and distances (in feet) around the periphery;
(3)
Zoning categories of the subject property and all adjacent properties;
(4)
General locations and types of major improvements that are within fifty (50) feet of the subject property, and a
general description of all land uses on adjacent properties;
(5)
Existing topography, at not more than two (2) foot contour intervals;
(6)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory (NRI);
(7)
Street names, right-of-way and pavement widths of existing streets and interchanges within and adjacent to the
site; and
(8)
Existing rights-of-way and easements (such as railroad, utility, water, sewer, access, and storm drainage);
(9)
Existing site and environmental features as shown on the approved NRI;
(10)
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A Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or a Standard Letter of Exemption;
(11)
Proposed system of internal streets, including right-of-way widths;
(12)
Proposed lot lines and the land use proposed for each lot;
(13)
General locations of areas of the site where buildings and parking lots are proposed to be located, and the
general orientation of buildings on individual lots; and
(14)
A stormwater concept plan approved or submitted for review pursuant to Section 4-322 of this Code;
(15)
A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves and restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible.
(f)
The submittal requirements in (e), above, may be modified in accordance with Section 27-277.
(g)
A Plan shall be considered submitted on the date the Planning Director determines that the applicant has filed a
complete Plan in accordance with the requirements of this Section.
(h)
This Section shall not apply to:
(1)
All stadium wayfinding signs located within parking areas at a stadium.
(CB-54-1986; CB-75-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-54-2012; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
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requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-274. - Design guidelines.
(a)
The Conceptual Site Plan shall be designed in accordance with the following guidelines:
(1)
General.
(A)
The Plan should promote the purposes of the Conceptual Site Plan.
(B)
The applicant shall provide justification for, and demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Board or District
Council, as applicable, the reasons for noncompliance with any of the design guidelines for townhouses and
three-family dwellings set forth in paragraph (11), below.
(2)
Parking, loading, and circulation.
(A)
Surface parking lots should be located and designed to provide safe and efficient vehicular and pedestrian
circulation within the site, while minimizing the visual impact of cars. Parking spaces should be located to
provide convenient access to major destination points on the site. As a means of achieving these objectives, the
following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
Parking lots should generally be provided to the rear or sides of structures;
(ii)
Parking spaces should be located as near as possible to the uses they serve;
(iii)
Parking aisles should be oriented to minimize the number of parking lanes crossed by pedestrians;
(iv)
Large, uninterrupted expanses of pavement should be avoided or substantially mitigated by the location of green
space and plant materials within the parking lot, in accordance with the Landscape Manual, particularly in
parking areas serving townhouses; and
(v)
Special areas for van pool, car pool, and visitor parking should be located with convenient pedestrian access to
buildings.
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(B)
Loading areas should be visually unobtrusive and located to minimize conflicts with vehicles or pedestrians. To
fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
Loading docks should be oriented toward service roads and away from major streets or public view; and
(ii)
Loading areas should be clearly marked and should be separated from parking areas to the extent possible.
(C)
Vehicular and pedestrian circulation on a site should be safe, efficient, and convenient for both pedestrians and
drivers. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
The location, number and design of driveway entrances to the site should minimize conflict with off-site traffic,
should provide a safe transition into the parking lot, and should provide adequate acceleration and deceleration
lanes, if necessary;
(ii)
Entrance drives should provide adequate space for queuing;
(iii)
Circulation patterns should be designed so that vehicular traffic may flow freely through the parking lot without
encouraging higher speeds than can be safely accommodated;
(iv)
Parking areas should be designed to discourage their use as through-access drives;
(v)
Internal signs such as directional arrows, lane markings, and other roadway commands should be used to
facilitate safe driving through the parking lot;
(vi)
Drive-through establishments should be designed with adequate space for queuing lanes that do not conflict with
circulation traffic patterns or pedestrian access;
(vii)
Parcel pick-up areas should be coordinated with other on-site traffic flows;
(viii)
Pedestrian access should be provided into the site and through parking lots to the major destinations on the site;
(ix)
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Pedestrian and vehicular circulation routes should generally be separated and clearly marked;
(x)
Crosswalks for pedestrians that span vehicular lanes should be identified by the use of signs, stripes on the
pavement, change of paving material, or similar techniques; and
(xi)
Barrier-free pathways to accommodate the handicapped should be provided.
(3)
Lighting.
(A)
For uses permitting nighttime activities, adequate illumination should be provided. Light fixtures should enhance
the site's design character. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
If the development is used at night, the luminosity, orientation, and location of exterior light fixtures should
enhance user safety and minimize vehicular/pedestrian conflicts;
(ii)
Lighting should be used to illuminate important on-site elements such as entrances, pedestrian pathways, public
spaces, and property addresses. Significant natural or built features may also be illuminated if appropriate to the
site;
(iii)
The pattern of light pooling should be directed on-site;
(iv)
Light fixtures fulfilling similar functions should provide a consistent quality of light;
(v)
Light fixtures should be durable and compatible with the scale, architecture, and use of the site; and
(vi)
If a variety of lighting fixtures is needed to serve different purposes on a site, related fixtures should be selected.
The design and layout of the fixtures should provide visual continuity throughout the site.
(4)
Views.
(A)
Site design techniques should be used to preserve, create, or emphasize scenic views from public areas.
(5)
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Green area.
(A)
On-site green area should be designed to complement other site activity areas and should be appropriate in size,
shape, location, and design to fulfill its intended use. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be
observed:
(i)
Green area should be easily accessible in order to maximize its utility and to simplify its maintenance;
(ii)
Green area should link major site destinations such as buildings and parking areas;
(iii)
Green area should be well-defined and appropriately scaled to meet its intended use;
(iv)
Green area designed for the use and enjoyment of pedestrians should be visible and accessible, and the location
of seating should be protected from excessive sun, shade, wind, and noise;
(v)
Green area should be designed to define space, provide screening and privacy, and serve as a focal point;
(vi)
Green area should incorporate significant on-site natural features and woodland conservation requirements that
enhance the physical and visual character of the site; and
(vii)
Green area should generally be accented by elements such as landscaping, pools, fountains, street furniture, and
decorative paving.
(B)
The application shall demonstrate the preservation and/or restoration of the regulated environmental features in a
natural state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(6)
Site and streetscape amenities.
(A)
Site and streetscape amenities should contribute to an attractive, coordinated development and should enhance
the use and enjoyment of the site. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
The design of light fixtures, benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks and other street furniture should be
coordinated in order to enhance the visual unity of the site;
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(ii)
The design of amenities should take into consideration the color, pattern, texture, and scale of structures on the
site, and when known, structures on adjacent sites, and pedestrian areas;
(iii)
Amenities should be clearly visible and accessible, and should not obstruct pedestrian circulation;
(iv)
Amenities should be functional and should be constructed of durable, low maintenance materials;
(v)
Amenities should be protected from vehicular intrusion with design elements that are integrated into the overall
streetscape design, such as landscaping, curbs, and bollards;
(vi)
Amenities such as kiosks, planters, fountains, and public art should be used as focal points on a site; and
(vii)
Amenities should be included which accommodate the handicapped and should be appropriately scaled for user
comfort.
(7)
Grading.
(A)
Grading should be performed to minimize disruption to existing topography and other natural and cultural
resources on the site and on adjacent sites. To the extent practicable, grading should minimize environmental
impacts. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
Slopes and berms visible from streets and other public areas should appear as naturalistic forms. Slope ratios and
the length of slopes should be varied if necessary to increase visual interest and relate manmade landforms to the
shape of the natural terrain;
(ii)
Excessive grading of hilltops and slopes should be avoided where there are reasonable alternatives that will
preserve a site's natural landforms;
(iii)
Grading and other methods should be considered to buffer incompatible land uses from each other;
(iv)
Where steep slopes cannot be avoided, plant materials of varying forms and densities should be arranged to
soften the appearance of the slope; and
2616/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(v)
Drainage devices should be located and designed so as to minimize the view from public areas.
(8)
Service areas.
(A)
Service areas should be accessible, but unobtrusive. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be
observed:
(i)
Service areas should be located away from primary roads, when possible;
(ii)
Service areas should be located conveniently to all buildings served;
(iii)
Service areas should be effectively screened or enclosed with materials compatible with the primary structure;
and
(iv)
Multiple building developments should be designed to form service courtyards which are devoted to parking and
loading uses and are not visible from public view.
(9)
Public spaces.
(A)
A public space system should be provided to enhance a large-scale commercial, mixed-use, or multifamily
development. To fulfill this goal, the following guidelines should be observed:
(i)
Buildings should be organized and designed to create public spaces such as plazas, squares, courtyards,
pedestrian malls, or other defined spaces;
(ii)
The scale, size, shape, and circulation patterns of the public spaces should be designed to accommodate various
activities;
(iii)
Public spaces should generally incorporate sitting areas, landscaping, access to the sun, and protection from the
wind;
(iv)
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Public spaces should be readily accessible to potential users; and
(v)
Pedestrian pathways should be provided to connect major uses and public spaces within the development and
should be scaled for anticipated circulation.
(10)
Architecture.
(A)
When architectural considerations are referenced for review, the Conceptual Site Plan should include a statement
as to how the architecture of the buildings will provide a variety of building forms, with a unified, harmonious
use of materials and styles.
(B)
The guidelines shall only be used in keeping with the character and purpose of the proposed type of
development and the specific zone in which it is to be located.
(C)
These guidelines may be modified in accordance with Section 27-277.
(11)
Townhouses and three-family dwellings.
(A)
Open space areas, particularly areas separating the rears of buildings containing townhouses, should retain, to
the extent possible, single or small groups of mature trees. In areas where trees are not proposed to be retained,
the applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Board or the District Council, as applicable,
that specific site conditions warrant the clearing of the area. Preservation of individual trees should take into
account the viability of the trees after the development of the site.
(B)
Groups of townhouses should not be arranged on curving streets in long, linear strips. Where feasible, groups of
townhouses should be at right angles to each other, and should facilitate a courtyard design. In a more urban
environment, consideration should be given to fronting the units on roadways.
(C)
Recreational facilities should be separated from dwelling units through techniques such as buffering, differences
in grade, or preservation of existing trees. The rears of buildings, in particular, should be buffered from
recreational facilities.
(D)
To convey the individuality of each unit, the design of abutting units should avoid the use of repetitive
architectural elements and should employ a variety of architectural features and designs such as roofline,
window and door treatments, projections, colors, and materials. In lieu of this individuality guideline, creative or
innovative product design may be utilized.
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(E)
To the extent feasible, the rears of townhouses should be buffered from public rights-of-way and parking lots.
Each application shall include a visual mitigation plan that identifies effective buffers between the rears of
townhouses abutting public rights-of-way and parking lots. Where there are no existing trees, or the retention of
existing vegetation is not practicable, landscaping, berming, fencing, or a combination of these techniques may
be used. Alternatively, the applicant may consider designing the rears of townhouse buildings such that they
have similar features to the fronts, such as reverse gables, bay windows, shutters, or trim.
(F)
Attention should be given to the aesthetic appearance of the offsets of buildings.
(CB-20-1990; CB-55-1996; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-275. - Referral.
Prior to taking action on the Conceptual Site Plan, the Planning Board shall refer the Plan to the Historic
Preservation Commission (Part 14), when appropriate, and to all of those agencies which the Planning Board
deems appropriate to review and comment on the Conceptual Site Plan. In general, the agencies will include all
of those whose action is likely to have a substantive effect on the plan under review. The Planning Board shall
maintain a list of referral agencies. The plan shall also be referred to the Prince George's County Health
Department at the time of the Subdivision and Development Review Committee. The Health Department shall
perform an initial health impact assessment review of the proposed development identifying the potential effects
on the health of the population, and the distribution of those effects within the population, including
recommendations for design components to increase positive health outcomes and minimize adverse health
outcomes on the community. The agencies shall have thirty (30) days (from the date of referral) within which to
submit written comments.
(CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003; CB-41-2011)
Sec. 27-276. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
General.
(1)
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Prior to approval of any preliminary plan of subdivision or Detailed Site Plan, or the issuance of any grading,
building, or use and occupancy permit, for the development or use of any land for which a Conceptual Site Plan
is required, the applicant shall obtain approval of a Conceptual Site Plan from the Planning Board.
(2)
The Planning Board shall review the Conceptual Site Plan for compliance with this Division.
(3)
The Planning Board shall give due consideration to all comments received from other agencies.
(4)
The Planning Board shall only consider the Plan at a regularly scheduled meeting after a duly advertised public
hearing.
(5)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the Conceptual Site Plan, and shall
state its reasons for the action.
(6)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Conceptual Site Plan approval process)
and the District Council.
(7)
For a proposed Mixed-Use Planned Community, the Planning Board shall hold a hearing on the application and
make the findings required in this Section before it approves the Conceptual Site Plan. But if the subject
property lies within a municipality, the following shall apply:
(A)
The Planning Board shall hold a hearing, prepare a record, and transmit a recommendation to the District
Council.
(B)
The District Council shall make the findings required in this Section before it approves the use; and
(C)
If the municipality recommends disapproval of the Plan, the District Council may approve it only on the
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full Council.
(b)
Required findings.
(1)
The Planning Board may approve a Conceptual Site Plan if it finds that the Plan represents a most reasonable
alternative for satisfying the site design guidelines without requiring unreasonable costs and without detracting
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substantially from the utility of the proposed development for its intended use. If it cannot make this finding, the
Planning Board may disapprove the Plan.
(2)
The Planning Board may approve a Conceptual Site Plan for a Mixed-Use Planned Community in the E-I-A or
M-X-T Zone if it finds that the property and the Plan satisfy all criteria for M-X-T Zone approval in Part 3,
Division 2; the Plan and proposed development meet the purposes and applicable requirements of the M-X-T
Zone; the Plan meets all requirements stated in the definition of the use; and the Plan shows a reasonable
alternative for satisfying, in a high-quality, well-integrated mixed-use community, all applicable site design
guidelines.
(3)
The Planning Board may approve a Conceptual Site Plan for a Regional Urban Community in the M-X-T Zone
if it finds that proposed development meet the purposes and applicable requirements of the M-X-T Zone and the
Plan meets all requirements stated in the definition of the use and Section 27-544 of this Code. For a property
subject to the provisions of Section 27-544(f)(2)(I), the Planning Board or the District Council shall find that any
guidelines established for a major employment use or center will not adversely affect the surrounding residential
community. In making this finding, the Planning Board or District Council shall consider noise, height of the
building, setbacks from surrounding properties, street frontages and sufficiency of green area.
(4)
The plan shall demonstrate the preservation and/or restoration of the regulated environmental features in a
natural state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(c)
Time limits for action.
(1)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove the Conceptual Site Plan within
seventy (70) days of its submittal. The month of August and the period between and inclusive of December 20
and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this seventy (70) day period.
(2)
If no action is taken within seventy (70) days, the Conceptual Site Plan shall be deemed to have been approved.
The applicant may (in writing) extend the seventy (70) day requirement to provide for some longer specified
review period not to exceed forty-five (45) additional days, or such other additional time period as determined
by the applicant.
(3)
A decision to approve a zoning case or subdivision plat subject to a condition requiring site plan approval may
include a reduction in the time limit for action on the site plan, but may not include an increase in this time
period.
(4)
Within seven (7) days after the Planning Board adopts its resolution, the Planning Board shall transmit written
notice of its adoption to all persons of record and the Clerk of the Council.
(5)
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For an application remanded to the Planning Board from the District Council, the Planning Board shall approve,
approve with modifications, or disapprove the Conceptual Site Plan within sixty (60) days of the date the notice
of remand is transmitted from the Clerk of the Council. The month of August and the period between and
inclusive of December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this sixty (60) day period.
(d)
Notification of applicant.
(1)
If a Conceptual Site Plan is not approved, the Planning Board shall notify the applicant (in writing), stating what
changes are required for approval.
(CB-33-1985; CB-63-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-13-1997; CB-13-2002; CB-42-2004; CB-29-2008;
CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-83-2015; CB-19-2019)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
Sec. 27-277. - Limiting the review.
In general, the required findings and site design guidelines and criteria are intended to apply to the review of all
Conceptual Site Plans, as they reasonably relate to the purposes of the zones and of this Division. However, a
more limited review may be imposed by other parts of this Subtitle or by another authority requiring the review.
In these cases, specific issues to be reviewed shall be stated. Only those submittal requirements (Section 27-273)
and site design guidelines (Section 27-274) which would apply to the issue shall be considered.
Sec. 27-278. - Validity Period.
An approved Conceptual Site Plan shall remain valid for an unlimited period of time, unless otherwise specified
in this Subtitle or by the authority requiring the Plan or unless an amendment of the Zoning Ordinance
necessitates revision of the Plan.
Sec. 27-279. - Amendment.
(a)
General.
2622/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

An application to amend a Conceptual Site Plan shall be filed with the Planning Board by the owner or
authorized owner representative. No amendment of a Conceptual Site Plan shall be permitted without the
approval of the Planning Board or Planning Director, as provided in this Section. The Director may authorize
staff to take any action the Director may take under this Section.
(b)
Amendment, Planning Board.
All requirements for the filing and review of an original Conceptual Site Plan shall apply to an amendment. The
Planning Board shall follow the same procedures and make the same findings.
(c)
Limited minor amendment, Planning Director.
(1)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve limited minor amendments administratively, without public
hearing, to approved Conceptual Site Plans.
(2)
The Director may approve minor amendments if limited in scope and nature, and only if they do not:
(A)
Add or delete a land use, as uses are shown on the approved site plan;
(B)
Relocate significantly an approved land use;
(C)
Alter significantly an approved circulation plan; or
(D)
Increase the density or intensity of uses shown on the approved site plan.
(3)
Before approving a minor amendment, the Director shall make all findings the Planning Board would be
required to make, if it reviewed the application.
(4)
The Director is not authorized to waive requirements in this Subtitle, grant variances, or modify conditions,
considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in any case.
(5)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Director's acceptance of filing of the
application. Posting shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 1. On and after the first day of posting, the
application may not be amended.
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(6)
If a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then the Director may act
on the application. The Director's approval concludes all proceedings. Electronic notice of approval as to the
application shall be made by the Director not later than seven (7) calendar days after the date of the Director's
approval. The Planning Director shall also publish the development activity report on the Planning Department's
website.
(7)
If the Director denies the application or a timely hearing request is submitted, then the application shall be
treated as re-filed on the date of that event. The applicant, Director, and Technical Staff shall then follow the
procedures for Planning Board review of the application.
(CB-42-2002; CB-94-2017)
Sec. 27-280. - Appeal of Planning Board's decision.
(a)
The Planning Board's decision on a Conceptual Site Plan or amendment of the Development District Standards
for an approved Development District Overlay Zone may be appealed to the District Council upon petition by
any person of record. The petition shall specify the error which is claimed to have been committed by the
Planning Board and shall also specify those portions of the record relied upon to support the error alleged. The
petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the
Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own
motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(b)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
Conceptual Site Plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the Plan, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed
appropriate.
(c)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review.
(d)
Within sixty (60) days after the date the appeal petition is filed or the Council elects to review the Conceptual
Site Plan, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning Board, or remand the
Conceptual Site Plan one time to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its decision in
accordance with specified grounds stated in the Order of Remand adopted by the Council. Where the Council
approves a Conceptual Site Plan, it shall make the same findings which are required to be made by the Planning
Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's decision is automatically
affirmed.
(e)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to the all persons of record, and the Planning Board.
(f)
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Where the Planning Board determines that it cannot comply with the prescriptions of an Order of Remand
adopted by the District Council pursuant to this Section, the Planning Board's findings as to the reasons for its
action, and its decision on the Plan shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting. The Planning Board's adoption of a resolution under this subsection shall constitute a decision of the
Planning Board on the Plan in accordance with the procedures of this Section and Section 27-276 of this
Subtitle.
(CB-33-1984; CB-29-1993; CB-99-1996; CB-1-2004; CB-5-2007; CB-3-2014; CB-83-2015)
SUBDIVISION 3. - REQUIREMENTS FOR DETAILED SITE PLANS.
Sec. 27-281. - Purpose of Detailed Site Plans.
(a)
Examples.
(1)
Because the detailed design of land development significantly affects the health, safety, and welfare of the
general public, and because regulation of land development through fixed standards can result in monotonous
design and lower quality development, certain types of land development are best regulated by a combination of
development standards and a discretionary review of a Detailed Site Plan. Such cases include:
(A)
Attached housing, such as townhouses and multifamily dwellings;
(B)
Planned employment parks;
(C)
Planned mixed-use developments;
(D)
Large parking compounds;
(E)
Recreational community developments;
(F)
Screening or buffering as a necessary design element;
(G)
Large single-use developments;
(H)
Environmentally sensitive land, or land that contains important natural features that are particularly worthy of
attention;
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(I)
Development which is potentially incompatible with land uses on surrounding properties; and
(J)
Buildings or land uses that are a part of particularly sensitive views as seen from adjacent properties or streets.
(b)
General purposes.
(1)
The general purposes of Detailed Site Plans are:
(A)
To provide for development in accordance with the principles for the orderly, planned, efficient and economical
development contained in the General Plan, Master Plan, or other approved plan;
(B)
To help fulfill the purposes of the zone in which the land is located;
(C)
To provide for development in accordance with the site design guidelines established in this Division; and
(D)
To provide approval procedures that are easy to understand and consistent for all types of Detailed Site Plans.
(c)
Specific purposes.
(1)
The specific purposes of Detailed Site Plans are:
(A)
To show the specific location and delineation of buildings and structures, parking facilities, streets, green areas,
and other physical features and land uses proposed for the site;
(B)
To show specific grading, planting, sediment control, woodland conservation areas, regulated environmental
features and storm water management features proposed for the site;
(C)
To locate and describe the specific recreation facilities proposed, architectural form of buildings, and street
furniture (such as lamps, signs, and benches) proposed for the site; and
(D)
2626/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

To describe any maintenance agreements, covenants, or construction contract documents that are necessary to
assure that the Plan is implemented in accordance with the requirements of this Subtitle.
(CB-120-1984; CB-75-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-281.01. - Detailed Site Plans.
(a)
A Detailed Site Plan must be approved, before permits may be issued for any proposed use of:
(1)
Property in a zone that requires Detailed Site Plan approval;
(2)
Property for which the Planning Board or District Council has expressly required approval of a Detailed Site
Plan, in a zoning or subdivision case, a sectional map amendment, or otherwise; or
(3)
Property adjacent to a Historic District, excluding additions, garages, and other minor home improvements of
already existing buildings.
(b)
For purposes of this Section, a property lies "adjacent to" a district if any part of the property touches or adjoins
the Historic District, including without limitation properties adjoining (by subdivision) across public rights-ofway, or the property lies in an enclave of the Rural Tier, completely surrounded by lands in the Developing Tier.
For property adjacent to a Historic District, the Detailed Site Plan shall address the following items, to ensure
that the development complements the character of the Historic District: building siting, setbacks, height and
massing, building materials, facade treatments and architectural expression, landscaping, fences and walls,
accessory structures, lighting, paving materials, and signs.
(CB-36-2006)
Sec. 27-282. - Submittal requirements.
(a)
The Detailed Site Plan shall be submitted to the Planning Board by the owner of the property or his authorized
representative.
(b)
The Detailed Site Plan shall be prepared by an engineer, architect, landscape architect, or urban planner.
(c)
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Upon filing the Plan, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs related to
processing the Plan. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning Board, except that the filing fee for a
day care center for children shall not exceed the Special Exception filing fee for a day care center for children as
set forth in Section 27-297(b)(1.1). A fee may be reduced by the Planning Board if it finds that payment of the
full amount will cause an undue hardship upon the applicant.
(d)
If more than one (1) drawing is used, all drawings shall be at the same scale (where feasible).
(e)
A Detailed Site Plan shall include the following:
(1)
Location map, north arrow, and scale;
(2)
Boundaries of the property, using bearings and distances (in feet); and either the subdivision lot and block, or
liber and folio numbers;
(3)
Zoning categories of the subject property and all adjacent properties;
(4)
Locations and types of major improvements that are within fifty (50) feet of the subject property and all land
uses on adjacent properties;
(5)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(6)
Street names, right-of-way and pavement widths of existing streets and interchanges within and adjacent to the
site;
(7)
Existing rights-of-way and easements (such as railroad, utility, water, sewer, access, and storm drainage);
(8)
Existing site and environmental features as shown on an approved NRI;
(9)
A Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or a Standard Letter of Exemption;
(10)

2628/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves and restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible;
(11)
An approved stormwater management concept plan;
(12)
Proposed system of internal streets including right-of-way widths;
(13)
Proposed lot lines and the dimensions (including bearings and distances, in feet) and the area of each lot;
(14)
Exact location and size of all buildings, structures, sidewalks, paved areas, parking lots (including striping) and
designation of waste collection storage areas and the use of all buildings, structures, and land;
(15)
Proposed grading, using one (1) or two (2) foot contour intervals, and any spot elevations that are necessary to
describe high and low points, steps, retaining wall heights, and swales;
(16)
A landscape plan prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual showing the exact
location and description of all plants and other landscaping materials, including size (at time of planting),
spacing, botanical and common names (including description of any plants that are not typical of the species),
and planting method;
(17)
Exact location, size, type, and layout of all recreation facilities;
(18)
Exact location and type of such accessory facilities as paths, walks, walls, fences (including widths or height, as
appropriate), entrance features, and gateway signs (in accordance with Section 27-626 of this Subtitle);
(19)
A detailed statement indicating the manner in which any land intended for public use, but not proposed to be in
public ownership, will be held, owned, and maintained for the indicated purpose (including any proposed
covenants or other documents);
(20)
Description of the physical appearance of proposed buildings (where specifically required), through the use of
architectural elevations of facades (seen from public areas), or through other illustrative drawings, photographs,
or renderings deemed appropriate by the Planning Board; and
(21)
Any other pertinent information.
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(f)
The submittal requirements in (e) may be modified in accordance with Section 27-286.
(g)
A Detailed Site Plan application may amend an existing Conceptual Site Plan applicable to a proposal for
development of the subject property.
(h)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be considered submitted on the date the Planning Director determines that the
applicant has filed a complete Plan in accordance with the requirements of this Section.
(CB-23-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-75-1989; CB-109-1989; CB-111-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-28-2010;
CB-34-2011; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-283. - Site design guidelines.
(a)
The Detailed Site Plan shall be designed in accordance with the same guidelines as required for a Conceptual
Site Plan (Section 27-274).
(b)
The guidelines shall only be used in keeping with the character and purpose of the proposed type of
development, and the specific zone in which it is to be located.
(c)
These guidelines may be modified in accordance with Section 27-286.
Sec. 27-284. - Referral.
(a)
Prior to taking action on the Detailed Site Plan, the Planning Board shall refer the plan to the Historic
Preservation Commission (Part 14), when appropriate, and to all agencies which the Planning Board deems
appropriate for review and comment. The agencies shall include all of those whose action is likely to have a
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substantive effect on the plan under review. The Planning Board shall maintain a list of referral agencies. The
plan shall also be referred to:
(1)
the Prince George's County Police Department for review and comment. The Police Department may comment
on issues relevant to their mission, including opportunities to implement crime-prevention measures, and to
enhance the safety and security of residents, employees and other users of a project through implementation of
the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED); and
(2)
the Prince George's County Health Department. The Health Department shall perform a health impact
assessment review of the proposed development identifying the potential effects on the health of the population,
and the distribution of those effects within the population, including recommendations for design components to
increase positive health outcomes and minimize adverse health outcomes on the community.
(CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003; CB-29-2011; CB-41-2011; CB-65-2013)
Sec. 27-285. - Planning Board procedures.
(a)
General.
(1)
Prior to the issuance of any grading, building, or use and occupancy permit for the development or use of any
land for which a Detailed Site Plan is required, the applicant shall obtain approval of a Detailed Site Plan from
the Planning Board.
(2)
The Planning Board shall review the Detailed Site Plan for compliance with this Division.
(3)
The Planning Board shall give due consideration to all comments received from other agencies.
(4)
The Planning Board shall only consider the plan at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Board after a
duly advertised public hearing.
(5)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan, and shall
state its reasons for the action.
(6)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Detailed Site Plan approval process) and
the District Council.
(b)
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Required findings.
(1)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan if it finds that the plan represents a reasonable alternative
for satisfying the site design guidelines, without requiring unreasonable costs and without detracting
substantially from the utility of the proposed development for its intended use. If it cannot make these findings,
the Planning Board may disapprove the Plan.
(2)
The Planning Board shall also find that the Detailed Site Plan is in general conformance with the approved
Conceptual Site Plan (if one was required).
(3)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan for Infrastructure if it finds that the plan satisfies the site
design guidelines as contained in Section 27-274, prevents offsite property damage, and prevents environmental
degradation to safeguard the public's health, safety, welfare, and economic well-being for grading, reforestation,
woodland conservation, drainage, erosion, and pollution discharge.
(4)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan if it finds that the regulated environmental features have
been preserved and/or restored in a natural state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement
of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(c)
Time limits for action.
(1)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan within
seventy (70) days of its submittal. The month of August and the period between and inclusive of December 20
and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this seventy (70) day period.
(2)
If no action is taken within seventy (70) days, the Detailed Site Plan shall be deemed to have been approved.
The applicant may (in writing) extend the seventy (70) day requirement to provide for some longer specified
review period not to exceed forty-five (45) additional days, or such other additional time period as determined
by the applicant.
(3)
A decision to approve a zoning case or subdivision plat subject to a condition requiring site plan approval may
include a reduction in the time limit for action on the site plan, but may not include an increase in this time
period.
(4)
Within seven (7) days after the date of the Planning Board adopts its resolution, the Planning Board shall
transmit written notice of its adoption to all persons of record and the Clerk of the Council.
(5)
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For development applications remanded to the Planning Board by the District Council, the Planning Board shall
approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan within sixty (60) days of the
transmittal date of the notice of remand by the Clerk of the District Council. The month of August and the period
between and inclusive of December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this sixty (60) day
period.
(d)
Notification of applicant.
(1)
If a Detailed Site Plan is not approved, the Planning Board shall notify the applicant (in writing), stating what
changes are required for approval.
(CB-33-1985; CB-63-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-13-1997; CB-59-1997; CB-32-1998; CB-42-2004;
CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-286. - Limiting the review.
(a)
In general, the required findings and site design guidelines and criteria are intended to apply to the review of all
Detailed Site Plans, as they reasonably relate to the purposes of the zones and of this Division. However, a more
limited review may be imposed by other parts of this Subtitle or by another authority requiring the review. In
these cases, specific issues to be reviewed shall be stated. Only those submittal requirements (Section 27-282)
and site design guidelines (Section 27-283) which apply to the issue shall be considered.
(b)
An applicant may submit a Detailed Site Plan for Infrastructure in order to proceed with limited site
improvements. These improvements must include infrastructure which is essential to the future development of
the site, including streets, utilities, or stormwater management facilities. Only those regulations, submittal
requirements, and site design guidelines which are applicable shall be considered. The Planning Board may also
consider the proposal in light of future requirements, such that the plan cannot propose any improvements which
would hinder the achievement of the purposes of the zones, the purposes of this Division, or any conditions of
previous approvals in the future. The Planning Board shall also consider any recommendations by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
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(CB-59-1997; CB-32-1998; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-287. - Validity period.
An approved Detailed Site Plan shall remain valid for three (3) years, unless otherwise specified in this Subtitle
or by the authority requiring the Plan approval, or unless an amendment of the Zoning Ordinance necessitates
revision of the Plan. All approved Detailed Site Plans which would otherwise expire during 1994 shall remain
valid for one (1) additional year. This provision shall apply to all approved Detailed Site Plans which would
expire on or after January 1, 1994. If, at the end of that time, physical development has not begun, approval of
the Plan shall be considered as having lapsed and shall have no effect, unless the Plan is resubmitted and
reapproved in accordance with the provisions of this Division. Construction shall be considered to have begun
when all necessary excavation and piers and footings (of one (1) or more buildings included in the Plan) have
been completed.
(CB-9-1992; CB-21-1993; CB-32-1994)
Editor's note— Section 1 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods
contained in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County
Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-6-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Sections 27287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are hereby
temporarily suspended until December 31, 2011.
Section 2 of CB-6-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2012.
Section 2 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2012.
Section 1 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2013.
Section 2 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2012. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2013.
Section 1 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
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hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2015.
Section 2 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-71-2013 is an uncodified law enacted by the District Council to extend the validity periods of approved
detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, until December 31, 2015. CB-75-2013 is a
codified law providing a conditional or qualified extension process for certain detailed site plan validity periods.
The enactment of a conditional extension process in CB-75-2013 does not invalidate or supplant the extension of
validity periods by law for approved detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, by
CB-71-2013. Thus, the applicability of CB-75-2013 to approved detailed site plan applications extended by way
of CB-71-2013 is tolled until January 1, 2016.
For detailed site plan applications approved January 2, 2013, or later, the manner and terms for extensions of
validity periods set forth in CB-75-2013 will apply to extensions of the validity periods articulated in Part 3,
Division 9 of the Zoning Ordinance.
CB-81-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-81-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2015.
Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-81-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Detailed Site Plans and Specific Design Plans to proceed in the development process prior to December 17,
2017.
CB-97-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-97-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-97-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-97-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-59-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from October 23, 2018, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-59-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-59-2018 provides that the provisions of CB-59-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 55, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-73-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly, the provisions for the running of validity
periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021,
for detailed site plans and specific design plans approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the
running of validity periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning
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Ordinance are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2022, for detailed site plans and specific design
plans approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter 55 became effective on the date of its adoption.
Sec. 27-288. - Effect of an approved Detailed Site Plan.
(a)
Grading, building, and use and occupancy permits shall be issued only in accordance with the approved Detailed
Site Plan, and all development and use shall be as shown on the plan. Any departure from the plan shall be cause
for revocation of a building permit or denial of a use and occupancy permit, unless the plan is amended in
accordance with the procedure set forth in Section 27-289.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), above, in the case of a site plan for a Waterfront
Entertainment/Retail Complex, proposed improvements, uses, or structures shown on an approved site plan may
be altered or revised upon approval of the Planning Director, provided such changes maintain the central
theme(s) of the approved site plan, and are in conformance with the approved Conceptual Site Plan.
(CB-44-1997)
Sec. 27-289. - Amendment.
(a)
General.
An application to amend a Detailed Site Plan shall be filed with the Planning Board by the owner or authorized
owner representative. No amendment of a Detailed Site Plan shall be permitted without the approval of the
Planning Board or Planning Director, as provided in this Section. The Director may authorize staff to take any
action the Director may take under this Section.
(b)
Amendment, Planning Board.
All requirements for the filing and review of an original Detailed Site Plan shall apply to an amendment. The
Planning Board shall follow the same procedures and make the same findings.
(c)
Limited minor amendment, Planning Director.
(1)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve limited minor amendments administratively, without public
hearing, to approved Detailed Site Plans.
(2)
The Director may approve only the following minor amendments, if limited in scope and nature:
(A)
An increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the gross floor area of a building;
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(B)
An increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the land area covered by a structure other than a building;
(C)
The redesign of parking or loading areas;
(D)
The redesign of a landscape plan;
(E)
New or alternative architectural plans that are equal or superior to those originally approved, in terms of overall
size and quality;
(F)
Changes required by engineering necessity to grading, utilities, stormwater management, or related plan
elements; or
(G)
Changes to any other plan element determined by the Planning Director to have minimal effect on the overall
design, layout, quality, or intent of the approved site plan.
(3)
Before approving a minor amendment, the Director shall make all findings the Planning Board would be
required to make, if it reviewed the application.
(4)
The Director is not authorized to waive requirements in this Subtitle, grant variances, or modify conditions,
considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in any case.
(5)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Director's acceptance of filing of the
application. Posting shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 1. On and after the first day of posting, the
application may not be amended.
(6)
The Director may waive posting after determining, in writing, that the proposed minor change is so limited in
scope and nature that it will have no appreciable impact on adjacent property.
(7)
If a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then the Director may act
on the application. The Director's approval concludes all proceedings. Electronic notice of approval as to the
application shall be made by the Director not later than seven (7) calendar days after the date of the Director's
approval. The Planning Director shall also publish the development activity report on the Planning Department's
website.
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(8)
If the Director denies the application or a timely hearing request is submitted, then the application shall be
treated as re-filed on the date of that event. The applicant, Director, and Technical Staff shall then follow the
procedures for Planning Board review of the application.
(CB-42-2002; CB-94-2017)
Sec. 27-290. - Appeal of Planning Board's decision.
(a)
The Planning Board's decision on a Detailed Site Plan may be appealed to the District Council upon petition by
any person of record. The petition shall specify the error which is claimed to have been committed by the
Planning Board and shall also specify those portions of the record relied upon to support the error alleged. The
petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the
Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own
motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A copy of the petition shall be sent by the submitter to
all persons of record (by regular mail), and a certificate of service shall accompany the submission to the Clerk.
(b)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
Detailed Site Plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the Plan, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed
appropriate.
(c)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review.
(d)
Within sixty (60) days after the date the appeal petition is filed or the District Council elects to review the
Detailed Site Plan application, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning Board, or
remand the Detailed Site Plan one time to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its decision
in accordance with specified grounds stated in the Order of Remand adopted by the Council. Where the Council
approves a Detailed Site Plan, it shall make the same findings which are required to be made by the Planning
Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's decision is automatically
affirmed.
(e)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record, and the Planning Board.
(f)
Where the Planning Board determines that it cannot comply with the prescriptions of an Order of Remand
adopted by the District Council pursuant to this Section, the Planning Board's findings as to the reasons for its
action, and its decision on the Plan shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting. The Planning Board's adoption of a resolution under this subsection shall constitute a decision of the
Planning Board on the Plan in accordance with the procedures of this Section and Section 27-285 of this
Subtitle.
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(CB-33-1985; CB-29-1993; CB-99-1996; CB-1-2004; CB-3-2014; CB-83-2015)
SUBDIVISION 4. - EXPEDITED TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.
Sec. 27-290.01. - Requirements for Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects.
(a)
Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects shall be eligible for expedited review as set forth in this
Section, except that applications eligible under Section 27-107.01(a)(242.2)(d) shall be subject to Section 27290.02 and shall not be subject to Section 27-290.01(a)(1) through (7) or (b), but may serve as development
guidelines.
(1)
Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects located in a Euclidean Zone or a Mixed Use Zone, where a
site plan approval is required, shall be exempt from applicable site plan requirements other than a Detailed Site
Plan. Detailed Site Plan applications filed pursuant to this Section shall be eligible for expedited review.
(A)
An application filed pursuant to this Section shall incorporate elements of a Conceptual Site Plan, as needed, to
comply with specific conditions applicable to the subject property.
(B)
An application filed pursuant to this Section may amend an existing Conceptual Site Plan applicable to the
subject property.
(C)
An application filed pursuant to this Section may amend an existing Detailed Site Plan for the subject property.
(2)
Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects on property located within a Comprehensive Design Zone
shall be eligible for expedited review in the consideration of:
(A)
A combined Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plan application pursuant to Section 27-531; or
(B)
A Specific Design Plan application, where there is an existing Comprehensive Design Plan applicable to the
subject property.
(i)
An application filed pursuant to this subparagraph may amend an existing Comprehensive Design Plan for the
subject property.
(ii)
An application filed pursuant to this subparagraph may amend an existing Specific Design Plan for the subject
property.
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(3)
All other applicable requirements and procedures in this Subtitle for Detailed Site Plans, combined
Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plans, or Specific Design Plans, including amendments to existing
plans, not inconsistent with this Section, shall apply to Detailed Site Plans, combined Comprehensive Design
and Specific Design Plans, or Specific Design Plan applications, including amendments to existing plans, for
which an applicant seeks expedited review under this Section. Special Permits, as defined by Section 27-239.02,
are not site plans for the purposes of this Section.
(4)
An application for a Detailed Site Plan, combined Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plan, or Specific
Design Plan, including an amendment to an existing plan, filed pursuant to this Section, shall be defined in this
Section and prominently designated as an "Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application."
(5)
Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects for which a preliminary plan of subdivision is required may
file a preliminary plan application concurrently with an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan
Application in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(6)
Review of Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, as prescribed by Subtitle 32 of this Code, shall be expedited. Notwithstanding any other
requirement in this Code, an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application may be filed with
the Planning Board thirty (30) days after the stormwater management concept plan for the project is filed with
the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. The Planning Board may not approve an Expedited
Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application without an approved stormwater management concept plan
for the project in accordance with Subtitle 32 of this Code.
(7)
All County agencies with responsibility for permit review for an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development
Project shall make such review the highest priority in their staffs' permitting work responsibilities and shall
comport with the expedited development review and permitting provisions of this Section. Permits may be
staged to enable specific phases of Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects to proceed while
concurrent review for future phases is ongoing.
(8)
All proposed Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Applications shall comply with the
informational mailing prescriptions set forth in Division 1, Part 3 of this Code and shall be expressly designated
in the mailing as an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Project. In addition, at the time an Expedited
Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application is filed, the applicant shall provide written substantiation of
outreach efforts to garner public input, to include any civic association registered with the Planning Board for
the area where the project is located and any municipality within a one mile radius of the Expedited TransitOriented Development Project.
(b)
As a condition of site plan approval, an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan shall:
(1)
use the best urban design practices and standards, including:
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(A)
Encouraging a mix of moderate and high density development within walking distance of a transit station to
increase transit ridership, with generally the most intense density and highest building heights in closest
proximity to the transit station and gradual transition to the adjacent areas;
(B)
Reducing auto dependency and roadway congestion by:
(i)
locating multiple destinations and trip purposes within walking distance of one another;
(ii)
creating a high quality, active streetscape to encourage walking and transit use;
(iii)
minimizing on-site and surface parking; and
(iv)
providing facilities to encourage alternative transportation options to single-occupancy vehicles, like walking,
bicycling, or public transportation use;
(C)
Minimizing building setbacks from the street;
(D)
Utilizing pedestrian scale blocks and street grids;
(E)
Creating pedestrian-friendly public spaces;
(F)
Considering the design standards of Section 27A-209; and
(G)
Be a development with at least one building that includes two or more stories with habitable or leasable space
above grade.
(2)
provide a mix of uses, unless a mix of uses exists or is approved for development in the adjacent areas,
(3)
not include the following uses, as defined in Section 27A-106 or, if not defined in Section 27A-106, as otherwise
defined in this Subtitle (or otherwise, the normal dictionary meaning):
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(A)
Adult entertainment;
(B)
Check cashing business;
(C)
Liquor store;
(D)
Pawnshop or Pawn Dealer;
(E)
Cemetery;
(F)
Vehicle and vehicular equipment sales and services (also includes gas station, car wash, towing services, RV
mobile home sales, and boat sales);
(G)
Wholesale trade, warehouse and distribution, or storage (including self-service storage, mini-storage, and any
storage or salvage yards);
(H)
Industrial;
(I)
Amusement park;
(J)
Strip commercial development (in this Section, "Strip commercial development" means commercial
development characterized by a low density, linear development pattern usually one lot in depth, organized
around a common surface parking lot between the building entrance and the street and lacking a defined
pedestrian system);
(K)
Sale, rental, or repair of industrial or heavy equipment;
(L)
Any automobile drive-through or drive-up service;
(M)
Secondhand business (in this Section, a "Secondhand business" is an establishment whose regular business
includes the sale or rental of tangible personal property (excluding motor vehicles) previously used, rented,
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owned or leased);
(N)
Nail salon and similar uses designated as North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) No. 812113,
except as an ancillary use;
(O)
Beauty supply and accessories store (in this Section, a "Beauty supply and accessories store" is a cosmetology,
beauty, or barbering supply establishment engaged in the sale of related goods and materials wholesale and/or
retail.), except as an ancillary use; or
(P)
Banquet halls, unless accessory to a restaurant, tavern, hotel, or convention center.
(4)
comply with the use restrictions of Section 27A-802(c), and
(5)
be compatible with any site design practices or standards delineated in any Master Plan, Sector Plan or Overlay
Zone applicable to the area of development. To the extent there is a conflict between the site design practices or
standards of subsection (b)(1), above, and those of a Master Plan, Sector Plan or Overlay Zone applicable to the
area that is proposed for development under this Section, the site design practices and standards of the Master
Plan, Sector Plan or Overlay Zone shall apply.
(6)
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to preclude projects that include the uses described in subsection (b)
(3), above, from proceeding without the use of expedited review prescribed in this Section.
(c)
Submittal and pre-review and pre-submittal assessment of an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan
Application.
(1)
Pre-review and pre-submittal assessment.
(A)
Applicants may request a Planning Department pre-review (an informal assessment prior to the application
filing) for a proposed Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Project as needed. A pre-review assessment for
an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application by the Planning Department is encouraged,
but not required. If a pre-review assessment for an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan
Application is held, notification of the pre-review assessment shall be provided to the Clerk of the Council, as
well as every municipality located within one (1) mile of the applicant's property.
(B)
When an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application is filed with the Planning Board, the
Planning Director or the Planning Director's designee shall have five (5) working days to review, provide written
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comments (preferably by electronic mail), and accept or reject the application for submission under this Section.
In the event that the Planning Director or the Planning Director's designee rejects an application, it shall state the
basis for the rejection in writing and list the deficiencies that must be corrected prior to an Expedited TransitOriented Development Site Plan Application being considered submitted under this Section. A decision of
rejection or acceptance shall be based on the elements required by this Subtitle for an Expedited Transit Oriented
Development Site Plan Application.
(2)
Submittal to the Planning Board. If the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application is not
rejected pursuant to paragraph (1)(B), above, and, thus, is submitted for the purposes of this Section, the
Planning Director or the Planning Director's designee shall send time-stamped, written certification to the
applicant that the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application has been submitted.
(3)
After an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application is submitted pursuant to subsection (c)
(2), above, the Planning Director or the Planning Director's designee shall provide a supplemental informational
mailing in the manner prescribed by Section 27-125.01 of this Subtitle stating the date and time of the
Subdivision and Development Review Committee meeting on the application.
(d)
Expedited Review for eligible applications shall be so designated as "SEEKING EXPEDITED REVIEW" in
bold capital letters and in a prominent location on at least the first page of the application at the time of filing of
the application.
(e)
Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Applications shall take highest priority in the work program
of the Planning Department staff. Within fourteen (14) calendar days after the date of submittal of an Expedited
Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application, the Planning Board shall make the application publicly
available on a website designated by the Planning Director or the Planning Director's designee until action is
taken on the application by the Planning Board or final action by the District Council (if the Council elects to
review or the application is appealed).
(f)
Planning Board Decision.
(1)
Applying the requirements of this Section and other applicable requirements of this Subtitle, the Planning Board
shall adopt a resolution of approval, disapproval, or approval with conditions (the "Planning Board's decision")
on an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application within sixty (60) days after an application
is submitted pursuant to subsection (c)(2), above. If the Planning Board's decision does not occur within sixty
(60) days of application submittal, the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application shall be
deemed to be approved, unless the project has not received an approved stormwater management concept plan in
accordance with Subtitle 32 of the Code. The month of August and the period between and inclusive of
December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this sixty (60) day period. The applicant may (in
writing to the Planning Board), in advance of the expiration of the period, waive the sixty (60) day requirement
to provide for some longer specified review period for the application of this subsection.
(2)
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If the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Project has not received an approved stormwater management
concept plan in accordance with Subtitle 32 of the Code by the expiration of the sixty (60) day review period in
paragraph (1), above, without a Planning Board decision being made, and the applicant has not extended the
sixty (60) day review period, the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application shall be
deemed disapproved.
(3)
The Planning Board shall send written notice of the Planning Board's decision, including a copy of the decision,
to the Clerk of the Council, all persons of record, and the applicant within seven (7) calendar days after the date
of the Planning Board's decision.
(g)
District Council Review.
(1)
For applications eligible under Sections 27-107.01(a)(242.2)(a), (b) or (c), within thirty (30) calendar days after
the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision on an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan
Application, the District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own motion, or an
applicant or a person of record may appeal the Planning Board's decision to the District Council by filing a
written appeal with the Clerk of the Council. For applications eligible under Section 27-107.01(a)(242.2)(d),
within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision an applicant or a
person of record may appeal the Planning Board's decision to the District Council by filing a written appeal with
the Clerk of the Council.
(A)
An appeal by an applicant or a person of record shall specify the error which is claimed to have been committed
by the Planning Board and shall also specify those portions of the record relied upon to support the error alleged.
A copy of the appeal shall be sent by the submitter to all persons of record (by regular mail), and a certificate of
service shall accompany the submission to the Clerk.
(B)
If, within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision, the District
Council has not elected to review the Planning Board's decision and no appeal has been filed by a person of
record or the applicant, the Planning Board's decision on the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan
Application shall be deemed to be affirmed by the District Council.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify (and may do so by electronic transmission) the Planning Board of the
review decision or appeal, if any. The Planning Board shall transmit (and may do so by electronic transmission)
to the District Council, within seven (7) calendar days of receipt of the notice from the Clerk, the Expedited
Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application, the official list of persons of record, and all written
evidence and any other materials used in the consideration of the application by the Planning Board.
(3)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the review or appeal within twenty-one (21) calendar days
after the decision to review or the filing of an appeal from the Planning Board's decision on an Expedited
Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application. A person of record or an applicant that has appealed a
Planning Board's decision to the District Council pursuant to this Section may also withdraw their appeal in
writing to the Clerk of the Council (by regular mail or hand delivery) at any time prior to notice being issued for
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the public hearing and, provided the District Council has also not elected to review the Planning Board's
decision on the application, the Planning Board's decision on the Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site
Plan Application shall be deemed to be affirmed by the District Council so long as the review and appeal period
in subsection (g)(1), above, has expired.
(4)
The Clerk of the Council shall send written notice to all parties of record of the appeal or the District Council's
election to review the decision of the Planning Board including notice of the public hearing, not later than ten
(10) calendar days prior to any public hearing on the review.
(5)
Within seven (7) calendar days after the close of the District Council's public hearing on review of the Planning
Board's decision on an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application, the Council shall
approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the application filed pursuant to this Section or the Planning
Board's decision shall be deemed to be affirmed. The District Council shall state the reasons for its action in
writing. Where the District Council approves an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application,
the District Council shall make the same findings required for the Planning Board decision. In the event no final
action is taken by the District Council within twenty-eight (28) calendar days after the date that the District
Council elects to review the Planning Board's decision or the date an appeal from the Planning Board's decision
is filed, the Planning Board's decision on the application shall be deemed to be affirmed. The months of August
and December shall not be considered for the purpose of calculating the time for consideration or final action by
the District Council on an application filed pursuant to this Section.
(6)
Copies of the District Council decision on an Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Site Plan Application
shall be sent to all parties of record, the applicant, and the Planning Board.
(CB-20-2013; CB-29-2014; CB-6-2020)
Sec. 27-290.02. - Requirements for Certain Expedited Transit-Oriented Development Projects.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, applications eligible under Section 27-107.01(a)(242.2)(d)
shall be subject to the following standards of review and shall not be subject to Section 27-290.01(a)(1) through
(7) or (b):
(a)
As determined by the approval of a preliminary plan of subdivision, private and/or public vehicular access will
be adequate to accommodate the traffic generated by the project; and
(b)
Minimum standards for setbacks, tree conservation, landscaping and screening, green space, lot coverage, and
parking and loading shall be those established by the Planning Board's resolution of approval. The provisions of
this Subtitle applicable to such items will not apply.
(c)
Upon completion of pre-application notice in accordance with Section 27-125.01, an applicant shall submit an
application containing the following information, which information shall also serve as the site design guidelines
for such projects:
(1)
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A detailed description of the project and the proposed activities;
(2)
The proposed traffic circulation system;
(3)
The general location and size of all activities;
(4)
A text describing the design and architectural concepts that will be implemented throughout the property
applicable to the use; and
(5)
Information contained in Section 27-282(e), provided that the locations of all improvements may be moved,
altered and revised within an established development envelope.
(d)
The Planning Board may approve or approve with conditions an application if the Board makes the following
required findings:
(1)
The plan is in conformance with the purposes set forth in Section 27-272;
(2)
The plan meets the criteria set forth in Section 27-290.02; and
(3)
The plan provides superior design guidelines, compatible location of uses and activities, and general safeguards
to decrease or eliminate harmful impacts on adjacent property, while providing flexibility in design and
development.
(e)
If the required findings set forth in Section 27-290.02 cannot be made, the Planning Board shall disapprove the
application.
(CB-20-2013)
DIVISION 10. - POSTPONEMENT OF COUNCIL ACTIONS.
Sec. 27-291. - Postponement of Council actions.
(a)
Whenever the District Council is required to take action on or has the option to review a matter within a time
limit specified in this Subtitle, the calculation of the time limit shall be postponed during the period that the
Council is prohibited from taking action pursuant to the provisions of Article 28, Section 8-104(a), of the
Annotated Code of Maryland, and the months of August and December when the Council is in recess; or in the
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event the Council fails or is unable to meet due to the cancellation of a scheduled Council session due to a
weather emergency, or other declared state of emergency, in which event the time shall be extended to the next
regularly scheduled date on which the Council meets.
(b)
This Section only applies to the District Council. It does not affect the Zoning Hearing Examiner, Planning
Board, or any other person or agency, except to the extent that Council action is postponed.
(CB-92-1990; CB-74-2010)
Editor's note— Section 2 of CB-74-2010 provides that it shall be retroactive to February 1, 2010 and shall be
interpreted and applied as though it had been in effect as of said date.
DIVISION 11. - APPROVAL OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND USES, AND BUILDINGS AND USES ON
COUNTY-OWNED LAND.
Sec. 27-292. - Authorization.
(a)
All public buildings, structures, and uses, except those of municipal, State, or Federal agencies, shall be
specifically approved by the District Council.
(b)
All public buildings, structures, and uses (except as provided in Section 27-122) shall conform to the
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance applicable to the building, structure, or use in the zone in which it is
located.
(c)
All buildings and uses, serving public health purposes, on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland,
upon which hospitals or health centers are located, shall be specifically approved by the District Council and
conform to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance applicable to the building, structure, or use in the zone in
which it is located.
(d)
All off-site signs erected on land owned by Prince George's County, which are incidental to buildings and uses,
serving public health purposes, on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or
health centers are located, shall be specifically approved by the District Council.
(CB-55-1988; CB-8-1994)
Sec. 27-293. - Application.
(a)
The department or branch of government desiring the public building, structure, or use, or an applicant (with the
written concurrence of the County) desiring a building or use, serving public health purposes, or desiring to erect
a sign as provided for in Section 27-292(d), on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which
hospitals or health centers are located, shall make a written request to the District Council.
(b)
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The request shall be accompanied by other material deemed necessary by the Council. For buildings and uses,
serving public health purposes, on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or
health centers are located, the request shall also be accompanied by a site plan prepared in accordance with
Section 27-254(c) of this Subtitle that has been reviewed by Planning Commission staff for compliance with
Zoning Ordinance provisions. If the applicant desires to erect a sign as provided for in Section 27-292(d), it shall
submit a site plan which indicates the quantity, area, height, and location of the proposed sign(s). The site plan
shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff for their comments.
(c)
If an impact study (to be prepared by the applicant, or his authorized representative) is submitted in accordance
with Section 27-295(a)(1)(B), below, it shall set forth the effects of the buildings, structures, and uses on the
area.
(d)
For buildings, signs as provided for in Section 27-292(d), and uses, serving public health purposes, on land
owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or health centers are located, the Clerk of the
Council shall transmit the request to each municipality located either within the area of the proposed request or
within one-half (1/2) mile of that area. These municipalities shall be advised to submit their comments on the
proposed use on County-owned land within thirty (30) days of receipt of the request.
(CB-55-1988; CB-8-1994)
Sec. 27-294. - Referral.
(a)
In general.
(1)
The request shall be referred for review to any agency which State or local law requires.
(b)
Mandatory referral to Planning Board.
(1)
In accordance with Article 28, Section 7-112, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, no public road, structure, or
other public facility (whether publicly or privately owned) shall be erected in the Regional District until the
proposed location, character, and extent of the improvement has been approved by the Planning Board.
(2)
If the Planning Board disapproves the facility, it shall communicate its reasons to the public body or official
proposing the facility, who may then, in its discretion, overrule the disapproval and proceed.
(3)
The widening, extension, relocation, narrowing, vacation, abandonment, change of use, acquisition, or sale of
any public street or land in the Regional District shall be subject to the same procedures. The failure of the
Planning Board to act within sixty (60) days after the date of submittal shall be deemed an approval, unless a
longer period is granted by the submitting body or official.
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Sec. 27-295. - Procedures.
(a)
Method of approval.
(1)
The Council may approve the public building, structure, off-site sign, or use either:
(A)
By inclusion in a Capital Improvement Program which is approved by the County Council and which sets forth
the location and use of the buildings. If the specific location of a proposed building, structure, or use in the
Capital Improvement Program is not known when the Budget is approved, the actual location shall be approved
in accordance with subparagraph (1)(B); or
(B)
By District Council approval (by resolution), after its review of an impact study that sets forth the effects of the
buildings, structures, off-site signs(s), and uses on the general neighborhood.
(C)
The District Council may approve by resolution, after a public hearing, buildings and uses, serving public health
purposes, and off-site signs related thereto, on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which
hospitals or health centers are located, after its review of a site plan and an impact study that sets forth the effects
of the use and all buildings, off-site signs, and structures on the general neighborhood.
(i)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify all persons of record of the hearing by regular mail in accordance with
Section 27-125.04.
(b)
Criteria for approval.
(1)
In approving a request, other than one for the erection of off-site signs, the Council shall consider:
(A)
The relationship of the project to the General Plan, Master Plan, Functional Master Plan, or other plan or policy
document approved by the Council;
(B)
The impact of the project on the area affected;
(C)
The availability of other, more appropriate sites in the Regional District; and
(D)
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The relative need for the facility.
(2)
In approving a request for the erection of off-site signs as provided for in Section 27-292(d), the Council shall
consider, as a guideline, the requirements of Part 12 of this Subtitle.
(c)
Denial.
(1)
If the Council denies the request, it shall set forth its reasons in writing.
(d)
Effect of approval.
(1)
The Council's approval of a County solid waste, storm water, or road project constitutes approval of any on- or
off-site borrow pit (as defined in Section 4-271(a)(5) of this Code) required for construction or maintenance of
the project, when such project is devoted solely to a public use and where a County grading permit is issued
authorizing such use for the project's duration. Such "public use" borrow pits shall not be construed to be surface
mines for the purpose of this Ordinance and may not be located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area. Prior
to the issuance of a grading permit for any such operation, the M-NCPPC shall prepare a report advising the
County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement on the environmental suitability of the site and
recommending any additional analysis the Department should consider. Such report shall be prepared by the
Commission no more than forty-five (45) days after application is made for the grading permit. DPIE may deny
a grading permit application if the report is not favorable.
(e)
Modification of approval.
(1)
The Planning Board or its authorized representative is authorized to grant minor changes to the site plan
approved by the District Council pursuant to Section 27-293(b) for buildings and uses, serving public health
purposes, on land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or health centers are
located. Changes of site plans may be permitted provided that either of the following two (2) situations exists:
(A)
Situation No. 1.
(i)
There is a proposed increase in gross floor area of a building or in land area covered by a structure other than a
building (over that approved on the original site plan) which is not greater than fifteen percent (15%) of the
gross floor area or covered land area (see Figure 40); or
(ii)
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There is a proposed relocation (in any direction) of any improvement (approved on the original plan) which is
not greater than fifteen percent (15%) of the distance to the boundary line of the property or twenty (20) feet,
whichever is less (see Figure 41).
(B)
Situation No. 2.
(i)
There is a proposed change in the design of a parking lot or loading area; or
(ii)
There is a proposed change in a landscape plan.
(2)
The minor change request shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The contents of
the application shall be determined by the Planning Board. Along with filing the application, the applicant shall
submit a revised site plan and Statement of Justification. The Planning Board shall determine whether to hold a
public hearing or to designate its authorized representative to grant approval of the minor change application
without a hearing. If the Planning Board designates its authorized representative to grant approval without a
hearing, the authorized representative shall send a copy of the application, at the time of its acceptance, and the
final decision on the application, to any municipality within one (1) mile of the property. If the Planning Board
elects to hold a hearing, it shall provide notice of the hearing to all persons of record in accordance with Section
27-125.04.
(3)
If the change is approved, the revised site plan shall be made a part of the record of the original application.
(4)
The revised site plan shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Subtitle and with any conditions
relating to the use imposed by the District Council or Planning Board in the approval of the building or use.
(5)
When a minor change is approved by the Planning Board or its authorized representative, any requirements or
conditions deemed necessary to protect adjacent properties and the general neighborhood may be added.
(CB-55-1988; CB-8-1994; CB-40-1994; CB-95-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-29-2014)
Editor's note— CR-65-2007 authorized County construction and use of new radio towers and installation and
use of radio system equipment on existing towers, as a mobile radio system as follows:
Site

Property Owner

Structure Owner

Jericho Park

City of Bowie

Prince George's County

Trap and Skeet Range

M-NCPPC

Prince George's County

U.S. 50 & 301

M-NCPPC

State of Maryland

Watkins Park

M-NCPPC

Prince George's County

Eagle Harbor (Cedar Haven)

M-NCPPC

Prince George's County
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Henson Creek

M-NCPPC

Prince George's County

Accokeek VFD

Volunteer Fire Company

State of Maryland

Dep't. of Corrections Impound Lot Prince George's County

Prince George's County

Central Communications Facility Prince George's County

Prince George's County

Tantallon (Fire Station 47)

Prince George's County

State of Maryland

Cheverly

Prince George's County

Prince George's County

Marlboro SHA

State of Maryland

State of Maryland

Cobb SHA

State of Maryland

State of Maryland

Carole Highlands

WSSC

Prince George's County

Temple Hills

WSSC

Prince George's County

DIVISION 12. - APPROVAL OF OPPORTUNITY HOUSING BUILDINGS AND USES.
Sec. 27-295.01. - Authorization.
All buildings and uses, on land conveyed by Prince George's County, Maryland, or the Prince George's County
Housing Authority to a qualified nonprofit organization for the development of Opportunity Housing, shall be
specifically approved by the District Council and conform to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance
applicable to the building, structure, or use in the R-T Zone or the zone in which it is located, whichever shall
provide the greater number of dwelling units.
(CB-66-1991)
Sec. 27-295.02. - Application.
(a)
The applicant (with the written concurrence of the County or the Housing Authority) desiring a building or use,
providing Opportunity Housing, on land conveyed by Prince George's County, Maryland, or the Prince George's
County Housing Authority to a qualified nonprofit organization for the development of Opportunity Housing,
shall make a written request to the District Council.
(b)
The request shall be accompanied by other material deemed necessary by the Council. The request shall be
accompanied by a site plan prepared in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle that has been
reviewed by Planning Commission staff for compliance with Zoning Ordinance provisions.
(c)
An impact study shall set forth the effects of the buildings, structures, and uses on the area.
(d)
The Clerk of the Council shall transmit the request to each municipality located either within the area of the
proposed request or within one mile of that area. These municipalities shall be advised to submit their comments
on the proposed use within thirty (30) days of receipt of the request.
(CB-66-1991)
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Sec. 27-295.03. - Referral.
(a)
The application shall be referred for review to any agency which State or local law requires.
(b)
The application shall be referred for review to the Planning Board. The Planning Board shall communicate its
findings and recommendations on the proposed location, character, and compliance with this Subtitle to the
District Council.
(CB-66-1991)
Sec. 27-295.04. - Procedures.
(a)
Method of approval.
(1)
The District Council may approve by resolution, after a public hearing, buildings and uses, providing
Opportunity Housing, on land conveyed by Prince George's County, Maryland, or the Prince George's County
Housing Authority to a qualified nonprofit organization for the development of Opportunity Housing, after its
review of a site plan and an impact study that sets forth the effects of the use and all buildings and structures on
the general neighborhood.
(b)
Criteria for approval.
(1)
In approving a request, the Council shall consider:
(A)
The relationship of the project to the General Plan, Master Plan, Functional Master Plan, or other plan or policy
document approved by the Council;
(B)
The impact of the project on the area affected; and
(C)
The relative need for the uses or buildings.
(c)
Denial.
(1)
If the Council denies the request, it shall set forth its reasons in writing.
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(CB-66-1991; CB-1-2004)
PART 4. - SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS.
DIVISION 1. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - APPLICATIONS.
Sec. 27-296. - Application form and contents.
(a)
General.
(1)
An application for a Special Exception shall be filed with the Planning Board by the owner (or his authorized
representative) of the property, except as provided for in paragraph (2), below.
(2)
In the case of an application for public utility power transmission line rights-of-way, towers, poles, conduits,
pipelines, or similar facilities, an applicant shall be considered an owner (or authorized representative) if he
submits an affidavit stating:
(A)
That he has made a bona fide effort without success to obtain a contractual interest in the properties included in
the project (for valid consideration);
(B)
The efforts he has made; and
(C)
That he either intends to continue negotiations or to file for condemnation proceedings if the Special Exception
is granted.
(3)
All applications shall be on forms provided by the Planning Board. All information shall be typed, except for the
signatures of all owners.
(4)
A single application may be filed for more than one (1) Special Exception use on the subject property.
(5)
If two (2) or more properties are included in one (1) application (except those covered by paragraph (6), below),
they must be adjoining. Separate applications are required for each property if they are not adjoining. In this
Section, the word "adjoining" shall include those properties which are separated by a public right-of-way, stream
bed, or the like.
(6)
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In the case of applications for public utility power transmission line rights-of-way, towers, poles, conduits,
pipelines, and similar facilities, the properties involved do not have to be adjoining and one (1) application may
be filed for all properties involved in any one (1) project.
(b)
Contents of application form.
(1)
The following information shall be included on the application:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The requested use of the property;
(C)
The street address of the property; name of any municipality the property is in; name and number of the Election
District the property is in;
(D)
The total area of the property (in either acres or square feet);
(E)
The property's lot and block number, subdivision name, and plat book and page number, if any; or a description
of its acreage, with reference to liber and folio numbers.
(F)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation must be signed by those officers empowered to act for the corporation; and
(G)
The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent.
(c)
Other submission requirements.
(1)
Along with the application, the applicant shall submit the following with all plans prepared at the same scale
(where feasible):
(A)
An accurate plat (prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor) capable of being
reproduced on an ozalid or similar dry-copy machine, or six (6) copies of the plat. This plat shall show:
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(i)
The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet). In the case of applications
for public utility power transmission line rights-of-way, towers, poles, conduits, pipelines, and similar facilities,
the applicant shall not be required to supply a metes and bounds survey of the rights-of-way, but shall show on
the plat the center line (by bearings and distances) and width (in feet) of the project, so that the location of the
rights-of-way can be readily determined. In this latter case, within ninety (90) days after the acquisition of each
property necessary for the project, and prior to the issuance of any building permit (for the approved Special
Exception use), the applicant shall complete an accurate metes and bounds survey of the property and furnish
either one (1) reproducible or six (6) nonreproducible copies of the survey to the Planning Board;
(ii)
The names of the owners of record or subdivision lot and block numbers of adjoining properties;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and present right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the
property is not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and the name of, the nearest
intersecting street shall be indicated;
(iv)
The subdivision lot and block numbers of the subject property (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (not smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of all existing buildings on the property; and
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red.
(B)
A site plan (drawn to scale) showing all existing and proposed improvements and uses on the subject property,
and the use and zoning of adjacent properties. The site plan shall be in sufficient detail so that a determination
can be made that the proposed use will be in compliance with all requirements of this Subtitle applicable to it.
The site plan must be capable of being reproduced on an ozalid or similar dry-copy machine, or nine (9) copies
of the plan must be supplied. In a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the site plan shall be prepared in
accordance with Subtitle 5B.
(C)
A landscape plan shall be prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual. The landscape
plan must be capable of being reproduced on an ozalid or similar dry-copy machine, or nine (9) copies of the
plan must be supplied.
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(D)
Three (3) copies of the appropriate Zoning Map page on which the property is plotted to scale and outlined in
red.
(E)
A certificate of public convenience and necessity for a public utility power transmission line right-of-way, tower,
pole, conduit, pipeline, or similar facility, if:
(i)
The actual record owner of the subject property has not signed the application; and
(ii)
A certificate is required by the State or Federal agency having jurisdiction over the public utility operation.
(F)
Three (3) copies of a typewritten statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall address
the provisions of this Subtitle applicable to the requested use. The statement shall also set forth the factual
reasons showing why approval of the request would not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare.
This statement may be accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in the applicant's opinion) is
necessary to clarify or emphasize the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable, shall be not
larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches.
(G)
A statement listing the name, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the property.
(H)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. This statement shall also list the current
Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An owner that
is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide residential
addresses of its officers and directors.
(I)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds).
(J)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory.
(K)
A Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and the Woodland and
Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or a Standard Letter of Exemption.
(L)
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A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves and restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible; and
(M)
All other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or
Planning Board (submitted in triplicate).
(2)
For the purposes of (G), (H), and (I) above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but also
any contract purchaser.
(d)
Acceptance.
(1)
The Planning Board shall accept for filing the application for a Special Exception upon a determination that the
application complies with (b) and (c) above, and within seven (7) days of acceptance, notify the Zoning Hearing
Examiner of the date of acceptance.
(CB-107-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-72-1987; CB-86-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-75-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-95-1991;
CB-47-1996; CB-15-1998; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-29-2013)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-297. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-298. - Amendment of application.
(a)
Requests to amend an application shall be in writing and signed by the owner of record. The request may be
submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative). The amendment of applications shall be
subject to the following:
(1)
Amendments concerning an error, omission of fact, or other factual change not mentioned below in this Section
shall be permitted at any time.
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(2)
Amendments which change the total area or configuration of a property shall be made before the application is
transmitted to the Council. If the area is increased, the appropriate additional filing fee shall be paid.
(3)
Amendments concerning a change in the requested use shall be accompanied by a new (revised) justification
statement and shall not be permitted after the case is transmitted to the Council.
(4)
Amendments of the site plan shall not be permitted after the case is transmitted to the Council, unless the
amendment has been recommended by the Technical Staff, Planning Board, or Zoning Hearing Examiner.
Sec. 27-299. - Withdrawal.
(a)
Any application may be withdrawn. All requests for withdrawal shall be in writing and signed by the owner of
record. The request may be submitted only by the applicant (or his authorized representative).
(b)
Requests made prior to the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the Planning
Board.
(c)
Requests made on or after the date the application is transmitted to the Council shall be directed to the District
Council.
(d)
Requests received prior to the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be administratively
granted, and the provisions of Section 27-300 shall not apply.
(e)
Requests received on or after the date of the public release of the Technical Staff Report shall be
administratively granted and the provisions of Section 27-300 shall apply.
Sec. 27-300. - Reapplication.
No new Special Exception application for the same use may be filed on the same land until two (2) years have
elapsed after final action (including appellate review) on a previous application. After two (2) applications for
the same use on the same land have been acted upon, a period of four (4) years must elapse before another
application for the same use on the same land may be filed.
Sec. 27-301. - Joint applications.
An application for a Special Exception may be filed or considered at the same time that a Zoning Map
Amendment application on the same land is filed or considered.
SUBDIVISION 2. - HEARING DATE.
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Sec. 27-302. - Hearing date established.
(a)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing to be held in accordance with Part 3
of this Subtitle. Subject to Section 27-303, the public hearing shall be held within one hundred and fifty (150)
days of acceptance of the application by the Planning Board set forth in Section 27-296(d).
(b)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall establish the date of the public hearing for an adaptive use of a Historic Site
not less than one hundred twenty (120) days after the date upon which the application was filed.
(CB-58-1987; CB-29-2013)
Sec. 27-303. - Request to delay hearing.
(a)
Should the Planning Board determine that it is in the public interest to delay the hearing date established under
Section 27-302(a), the Planning Board may request, prior to the transmittal date (Section 27-307), that the
Zoning Hearing Examiner approve the delay. The request shall be in writing and shall demonstrate good cause
for the delay. The Zoning Hearing Examiner may approve the request (by administrative action) and notify the
Planning Board and the applicant of the re-designated hearing date.
(b)
The People's Zoning Counsel or any person of record may request the continuance of a hearing under this
Section. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall grant a continuance if a required Technical Staff Report has not
been filed at least thirty (30) days before the scheduled hearing. If a continuance is granted for this reason, the
Zoning Hearing Examiner may not hear the case until at least thirty (30) days after the Technical Staff Report
has been filed.
(CB-123-1986; CB-29-2013)
SUBDIVISION 3. - NOTICE.
Sec. 27-304. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-305. - Posting.
The Planning Board shall post the property with a durable sign at least sixty (60) days prior to the scheduled
hearing date. Signs shall be posted in accordance with Section 27-142.01.
(CB-86-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-128-1989; CB-14-1998; CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003)
Sec. 27-306. - General publication.
(a)
Within ten (10) days after the end of each month, the Planning Board shall provide a list of all Special Exception
applications filed during that month, arranged according to Election District. The list shall set forth the name of
the applicant, the size and description of the property, the existing zoning classification of the property, and the
requested use. The Planning Board shall make the list available free of charge (on an individual and subscription
basis), but may establish a fee for mailing the list to cover the costs of postage and handling.
(b)
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One copy of the list described in this Section shall be mailed by the Planning Board on a subscription basis
without charge to a Homeowners, Neighborhood, or similar Association.
(CB-125-1986)
SUBDIVISION 4. - SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPLICATION FILE.
Sec. 27-307. - Transmittal.
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing established under Section 27-302(a), the original copy of the
application, plans, maps, specifications, Technical Staff Report, and all other data, materials, or record evidence
(to date) pertaining to the requested Special Exception shall be sent by the Planning Board to the District
Council.
(CB-29-2013)
Sec. 27-308. - Public examination.
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Special Exception application file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, and a copy of the file shall be
available for public examination in the Office of the Planning Board. This file may be reviewed by anyone, and
copies of any of its contents may be obtained at a reasonable cost.
SUBDIVISION 5. - REFERRAL TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
Sec. 27-309. - Referral.
(a)
When a historic resource included on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan (except the
White Farm identified as Site Number 7306 on the Plan) is located on the property which is the subject of a
request for a Special Exception or for a revision of the site plan, the application and site plan shall be referred to
the Historic Preservation Commission as soon as feasible after filing.
(b)
Upon filing a Special Exception application for an adaptive use of a Historic Site, the application, site plan,
statement of justification, and any other accompanying materials shall be referred to the Historic Preservation
Commission.
(CB-58-1987)
Sec. 27-310. - Recommendation of Historic Preservation Commission.
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
sixty (60) days after the date the application was referred to it. Failure of the Historic Preservation Commission
to submit a recommendation within this time period shall constitute no objection to the approval of the Special
Exception or revised site plan of a Special Exception, as requested.
(CB-58-1987)
SUBDIVISION 6. - TECHNICAL STAFF REPORT.
Sec. 27-311. - In general.
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In connection with each application for a Special Exception, the record shall include a report by the Technical
Staff. This report shall include the Staff's recommendation.
SUBDIVISION 7. - ZONING HEARING EXAMINER.
Sec. 27-312. - Authority of Zoning Hearing Examiner in Special Exception cases.
(a)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall have the authority to approve or deny an application for Special Exception
or variance in accordance with the following:
(1)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall have all the authority, discretion, and power given the District Council in
this Part and in Part 3, Division 5, Subdivision 2, in the absence of a provision to the contrary.
(2)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision on an application for Special Exception shall be final thirty (30) days
after filing the written decision, except:
(A)
Where timely appeal has been made to the District Council pursuant to Section 27-131;
(B)
In those cases described in Sections 27-132(c)(1)(D) and 27-301. For these cases the Zoning Hearing Examiner
shall transmit specific findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a recommended disposition of the case to the
District Council for final decision;
(C)
In any case where, within thirty (30) days after receipt of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision, the District
Council, upon its own motion and by a majority vote of the full Council, elects to make the final decision on the
case itself; or
(D)
If the applicant, all persons of record, and the People's Zoning Counsel waive (in writing) their right of appeal,
and the District Council, by majority vote of the full Council, has waived its right to make the final decision on
the case pursuant to subparagraph (C), above. For these cases, the Zoning Hearing Examiner may direct that the
decision become effective immediately, unless it is a case referred to in subparagraph (B), above.
(3)
With respect to any Special Exception or variance case finally decided by him, the Zoning Hearing Examiner
shall possess:
(A)
The authority to approve site plan amendments in accordance with Section 27-324;
(B)
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The authority to grant extensions of time in accordance with Section 27-326; and
(C)
The reconsideration powers given the District Council in Subdivision 11, below.
(b)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner does not have the authority granted to the District Council under Subdivision 12
of this Division.
(c)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner does not have the authority to grant or deny an application for Special Exception
for an adaptive reuse of a surplus public school.
(CB-92-1992)
Sec. 27-313. - Zoning Hearing Examiner hearing procedures.
Where the Zoning Hearing Examiner is authorized to conduct a public hearing, he shall do so in accordance with
Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
SUBDIVISION 8. - DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Sec. 27-314. - Authorization.
The District Council may approve Special Exceptions, in accordance with the requirements of this Subtitle
(subject to the delegation of this authority to the Zoning Hearing Examiner in Subdivision 7, above).
Sec. 27-315. - District Council hearing (oral argument) procedures.
Whenever the District Council conducts a public hearing (including an oral argument) for a Special Exception
case, it shall do so in accordance with Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-316. - Variances in conjunction with Special Exception approval.
The District Council may grant variances from the strict application of this Subtitle in conjunction with its
approval of a Special Exception (or revised site plan) in accordance with Part 3, Division 5, Subdivision 2, of
this Subtitle. Variances granted under the authority of this Section are applicable only to the structure or use the
variance was granted in conjunction with.
(CB-92-1992)
SUBDIVISION 9. - SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPROVAL.
Sec. 27-317. - Required findings.
(a)
A Special Exception may be approved if:
(1)
The proposed use and site plan are in harmony with the purpose of this Subtitle;
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(2)
The proposed use is in conformance with all the applicable requirements and regulations of this Subtitle;
(3)
The proposed use will not substantially impair the integrity of any validly approved Master Plan or Functional
Master Plan, or, in the absence of a Master Plan or Functional Master Plan, the General Plan;
(4)
The proposed use will not adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of residents or workers in the area;
(5)
The proposed use will not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties or the general
neighborhood; and
(6)
The proposed site plan is in conformance with an approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan; and
(7)
The proposed site plan demonstrates the preservation and/or restoration of the regulated environmental features
in a natural state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(b)
In addition to the above required findings, in a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, a Special Exception
shall not be granted:
(1)
where the existing lot coverage in the CBCA exceeds that allowed by this Subtitle, or
(2)
where granting the Special Exception would result in a net increase in the existing lot coverage in the CBCA.
(CB-75-1989; CB-28-2010; CB-76-2010; CB-34-2011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
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effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-318. - Conditional approval.
When a Special Exception is approved, any requirements or conditions deemed necessary to protect adjacent
properties and the general neighborhood may be added to those of this Subtitle.
Sec. 27-319. - Effect of site plan approval.
(a)
Development and use shall be in accordance with the approved site plan, except as provided in this Subdivision
and Subdivision 10, below. Except when specifically noted elsewhere, the site plan requirement of this Part shall
take precedence over any other site plan provisions which would apply to that property.
(b)
In the case of site plans for public utility power transmission line rights-of-way, towers, poles, conduits,
pipelines, and similar facilities, minor deviations in route (from that shown on an approved site plan) may be
made at the convenience of the affected property owners.
(c)
If a building permit authorized by an approved Special Exception was issued prior to October 16, 1975, existing
development may continue and new development may proceed in accordance with that permit, regardless of
whether there is an approved site plan in the record. A graphic illustration of the resultant actual development
pursuant to the permit shall be considered the site plan.
(d)
In the case where there is no approved site plan in the record and no building permit has been issued, a permit
may be issued for development and use in accordance with the current provisions of this Subtitle applicable to
the use. A graphic illustration of the resultant actual development pursuant to the permit shall be considered the
site plan.
(e)
All enlargements, alterations, revisions, and extensions shall be in accordance with the provisions of Subdivision
10, below, except as provided in this Section.
(f)
Notwithstanding any of the above, in the case of a commercial recreational attraction, when a portion of the
property subject to an approved Special Exception site plan (either conceptual or detailed site plan) is conveyed
to a new owner, any improvements, uses, or structures in existence, in operation, or shown on an approved site
plan (either conceptual or detailed site plan) for the property conveyed may continue pursuant to that site plan
without any requirement to obtain approval of an alteration or revision of the overall site plan, provided said
improvements, uses, or structures are able to function independently of the balance of the site plan property
which is not conveyed. The approved Special Exception site plan for the balance of the property which is not
conveyed shall be extinguished if any improvements, uses, or structures cannot function independently of the
site plan property conveyed to the new owner, except as provided for hereinafter. If any part of an existing
singular improvement, use, or structure is partially located on the site plan property conveyed to the new owner
and partially on the balance of the property which is not conveyed, that improvement, use, or structure shall
continue to operate pursuant to the previously approved Special Exception site plan (either conceptual or
detailed site plan), provided the owners of both properties enter into an appropriate legal arrangement allowing
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the use of the property not conveyed on which the existing improvement, use, or structure is partially located to
the new owner of the Special Exception site plan property which is conveyed. To continue the operation, or prior
to the construction of any improvement, use, or structure described above, the new owner shall obtain a new use
and occupancy permit, the application for which shall contain the site plan for the portion of the property
conveyed, including all existing improvements, uses, and structures, already constructed or shown, and the
revised boundaries, and a copy of the appropriate legal arrangement to use any portion of the property not
conveyed on which any improvement, use, or structure shown on the site plan (either conceptual or detailed site
plan) is partially located. This site plan shall be approved by the Planning Board or its designee as being
identical to the existing, approved Special Exception, with the exception of the boundaries of the property. Once
approved, this site plan shall serve as the approved Special Exception site plan. Nothing in this Subsection shall
be deemed to eliminate the requirements for approval of, and development in conformance with, the site plans
required by Section 27-342. If the new owner of the Special Exception site plan property subsequently acquires
fee simple title to the balance of the original Special Exception property, then the original Special Exception site
plan for that portion of the property not originally conveyed may be reinstated in its original form. This
reinstatement may be accomplished by the new owner filing for approval by the Planning Board or its designee a
site plan which shows the entire Special Exception property (both the portion originally acquired by the new
owner as well as the balance of the original property subsequently acquired). This site plan shall show all
boundaries of the consolidated Special Exception property and shall show the improvements, uses, or structures
originally approved on that portion of the property subsequently acquired. This site plan shall be approved
provided the consolidated Special Exception property is under single ownership, and the area and configuration
of the property remain unchanged from that shown on the original Special Exception site plan. Once approved,
this site plan shall serve as the approved Special Exception site plan.
(CB-40-1991; CB-115-1991; CB-93-1994)
Sec. 27-320. - Effect of rezoning on approved Special Exception.
(a)
When any land, or portion thereof, upon which a Special Exception has been approved is reclassified to a zoning
category different from that category in which it was classified at the time the Special Exception was approved,
the following shall apply:
(1)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use requires approval of a Special Exception in the new zone, and
the specific Special Exception requirements governing the use are the same in both zones, the Special Exception,
as approved, shall remain in full force and effect.
(2)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has commenced and has not ceased, the Special Exception shall not terminate and the use may continue as a
nonconforming use. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle relative to nonconforming uses, the use and
development authorized under this paragraph shall be subject to Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12 below.
(3)
Notwithstanding any of the above, in the case of a commercial recreational attraction if, at the time of the
rezoning, the commercial recreational attraction is not permitted in the new zone, the approved Special
Exception site plan (either conceptual or detailed site plan) and any conditions shall continue in full force and
effect as to that portion of the property subject to the Special Exception site plan which remains in the zone
permitting the commercial recreational attraction as a Special Exception use. Any improvement, use, structure,
screen, or buffer located in whole or in part on the property placed in the new zone may also continue to be used
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in conjunction with the Special Exception until that property is developed for another use or removed from the
approved Special Exception site plan (either conceptual or detailed site plan). However, if the new zone to which
the commercial recreational attraction has been rezoned is subsequently amended to permit the commercial
recreational attraction by Special Exception, then the original approved Special Exception, as well as the original
Special Exception site plan (subject to any revisions which have been approved), shall be deemed reinstated on
the entire property provided:
(A)
The entire property is under single ownership;
(B)
The area and configuration of the entire property remain unchanged;
(C)
A site plan for the entire property has been approved by the Planning Board or its designee as required by
Section 27-319(f).
(4)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is not permitted in the new zone, or requires approval of a
Special Exception with different requirements, and the use or construction authorized by the Special Exception
has not commenced or has ceased, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone
shall apply to the use and development of the property.
(5)
If, at the time of the rezoning, the approved use is permitted in the new zone without approval of a Special
Exception, the Special Exception shall terminate, and all provisions of the new zone shall apply to further use
and development of the property. If the new zoning category is a Comprehensive Design Zone or the M-X-T
Zone, however, the Special Exception shall not terminate, and the provisions of Subdivisions 10, 11, and 12,
below, shall remain in effect until a Specific Design Plan for the Comprehensive Design Zone, or a Detailed Site
Plan for the M-X-T Zone, is approved for the subject property.
(6)
If a Special Exception is approved for property owned by the State or Federal Government in the O-S Zone, the
Special Exception shall remain valid upon placement of the property in the R-O-S Zone as a result of a
conveyance of the property, and the Special Exception use shall remain applicable to the requirements of the OS Zone.
(CB-40-1991; CB-115-1991; CB-93-1994; CB-88-1996)
Sec. 27-320.01. - Effect of Zoning Text Amendment on an Approved Special Exception.
(a)
When an amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance is enacted that negates the need for a Special
Exception which has previously been approved, the Special Exception shall terminate and all current provisions
of the zone shall apply to further use and development of the property, in accordance with the procedures set
forth below.
(b)
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If a Special Exception is terminated pursuant to Subsection (a), above, an owner of property so affected may
petition the Planning Director of the Prince George's County Planning Department of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission requesting that the Special Exception be officially nullified. Any such
request shall be accompanied by a written statement setting forth the relevant facts supporting the petition, as
well as true-test copies of the approved Special Exception and site plan, and the text amendment terminating the
Special Exception. Notwithstanding the above, if the Planning Director discovers through other review
procedures that a Special Exception is no longer required for the property, the Director may initiate procedures
for termination of the Special Exception.
(1)
Upon the Planning Director's determination that a zoning text amendment has terminated a Special Exception,
the Director shall make a written finding setting forth the grounds upon which the determination is made.
(2)
If the Planning Director finds that a Special Exception has not terminated, the applicant may file an appeal to the
Prince George's County Planning Board within twenty (20) calendar days after the date of the Planning
Director's action.
(3)
Upon the approval of a request to nullify a Special Exception, by either the Planning Director or the Planning
Board, said action shall be noted on the official zoning map for Prince George's County and in all of the files
regarding nullified Special Exceptions maintained by either the Prince George's County Planning Board, the
Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner, or the District Council.
(CB-45-1995)
Sec. 27-321. - Indication of Special Exception on Zoning Map.
Upon receiving notice of the approval of a Special Exception, the Planning Board shall indicate the location of
the Exception on the Zoning Map.
SUBDIVISION 10. - AMENDMENTS OF APPROVED SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS.
Sec. 27-322. - In general.
(a)
No use allowed as a Special Exception, and no building or structure used in connection with that use, shall be
erected, enlarged, altered, or extended beyond the limits authorized in the approval of the Special Exception,
unless provided for in this Subdivision.
(b)
If a use other than one allowed by Special Exception is proposed for property on which there is an existing
approved Special Exception use, and if the other use involves any changes to improvements shown on the
approved site plan for the Special Exception use, the site plan must still be revised in accordance with this
Subdivision in order for the Special Exception use to continue.
(CB-8-1984)
Sec. 27-323. - Alterations, enlargements, extensions, and revisions.
(a)
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All alterations, enlargements, extensions or revisions of Special Exception uses (including enlargements in land
area and area of improvements, revisions of a site plan and in the configuration of land area, and extensions of
time) shall require the filing and approval of a new application for the applicable Special Exception use, except
as specifically provided for in this Subdivision.
(b)
The new application shall include the entire land area covered by the original application, unless the new
application is only for the purpose of adding land not covered by the original application. In this case, the new
application may include only the land area being added, provided that the application fully demonstrates the
relationship of development shown on both the new and originally approved site plans.
(c)
Any use or activity approved as an adaptive reuse of a surplus public school shall be limited to the land area
covered by the original application, and no new application may be filed for the purpose of adding land not
covered by the original application.
(CB-8-1984; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-324. - Major changes.
(a)
The District Council may (for good cause) amend any imposed condition or approved site plan without requiring
a new application if the amendment does not constitute an enlargement or extension of a Special Exception use.
(1)
In the case of an amendment of a condition (imposed as a part of the approval of a Special Exception), the
amendment request shall be directed (in writing) to the District Council and filed with the Clerk of the Council.
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the request, in accordance with Section 27-129.
The Technical Staff shall analyze the proposed amendment and submit a report to the Zoning Hearing Examiner
at least fourteen (14) days prior to the public hearing. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council. Any person of record may appeal the
recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing
Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record may testify before the
District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall
be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(2)
In the case of an amendment of an approved Special Exception site plan, the amendment request shall be in the
form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The contents of the application shall be determined by the
Planning Board. Along with filing the application, the applicant shall submit a revised site plan and shall pay the
required fee. The Technical Staff shall analyze the proposed amendment, taking into consideration the
requirements of this Subtitle, and shall submit (for the record) a recommendation. The recommendation and the
proposed amendment shall be transmitted by the Technical Staff directly to the Zoning Hearing Examiner and
the District Council at least fourteen (14) days prior to the public hearing on the request held by the Zoning
Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 27-129. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council. Any person of record may appeal the
recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing
Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record may testify before the
District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall
be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
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(b)
The District Council may permit the amendment of a site plan for a public utility use or structure (approved in
accordance with Section 27-397) without requiring a new application if the Council finds that the amendment is
necessary for the public convenience and service, and will not have an adverse impact on the area and adjacent
property. The amendment may be an enlargement or extension of a building or structure but may not be an
increase in total area or change in the configuration of the property. In this latter case, the request to amend shall
be in the form of a Special Exception application filed with the Planning Board, in the same manner as required
for an original application. The Technical Staff shall analyze the proposed amendment, taking into consideration
the requirements of this Subtitle, and shall submit (for the record) a recommendation. The recommendation and
the proposed amendment shall be transmitted by the Technical Staff directly to the Zoning Hearing Examiner
and the District Council. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the request, in accordance
with Section 27-129. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written
recommendation with the District Council. Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning
Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with
the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing
shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for
each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(CB-8-1984; CB-84-1990; CB-115-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-15-1994; CB-47-1996; CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003;
CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-325. - Minor changes.
(a)
Minor changes, in general.
(1)
The Planning Board and Planning Director are authorized to approve minor changes to site plans for approved
Special Exceptions, as provided in this Section. The Director may authorize staff to take any action the Director
may take under this Section.
(2)
The Planning Board is authorized to grant the minor changes listed in this Section, and any variance requested in
conjunction with the minor change. The minor change request shall be in the form of an application filed with
the Planning Board. The contents of the application shall be determined by the Planning Board. Along with
filing the application, the applicant shall submit a revised site plan, and shall pay the required fee. The Planning
Board shall hold a hearing on the request in accordance with the Rules of Procedure established by the Planning
Board. The Planning Board's decision shall be in the form of a resolution. A copy of the resolution shall be sent
to all persons of record and the Clerk of the Council.
(3)
If the change is approved, the revised site plan shall be made a part of the record of the original application.
(4)
The revised site plan shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Subtitle, and with any conditions,
relating to the use, imposed in the approval of the Special Exception or of any applicable Zoning Map
Amendment, subdivision plat, or variance.
(CB-92-1992; CB-15-1998; CB-42-2002; CB-12-2003; CB-1-2004)
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(b)
Minor changes, Planning Board.
(1)
The Planning Board is authorized to approve the following minor changes:
(A)
An increase of no more than fifteen percent (15%) in the gross floor area of a building;
(B)
An increase of no more than fifteen percent (15%) in the land area covered by a structure other than a building;
(C)
The redesign of parking or loading areas; or
(D)
The redesign of a landscape plan.
(2)
The Planning Board is further authorized to approve the minor changes described in (d) and later subsections
below.
(3)
In reviewing proposed minor changes, the Board shall follow the procedures in (a) above.
(CB-42-2002)
(c)
Limited minor changes, Planning Director.
(1)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve minor changes administratively, without public hearing, in cases
listed in (b), but only if the proposed minor changes are limited in scope and nature, including an increase in
gross floor area or land covered by a structure other than a building up to ten percent (10%). The Director shall
deny any administrative approval request proposing site plan changes which will have a significant impact on
adjacent property.
(2)
Before approving a minor change, the Director shall make all findings the Planning Board would be required to
make, if it reviewed the application.
(3)
The Director is not authorized to waive requirements in this Subtitle, grant variances, or modify conditions,
considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in any case.
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(4)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Director's acceptance of filing of the
application. Posting shall be in accordance with Section 27-125.03. On and after the first day of posting, the
application may not be amended.
(5)
The Director may waive posting after determining, in writing, that the proposed minor change is so limited in
scope and nature that it will have no appreciable impact on adjacent property.
(6)
If posting is waived or a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then
the Director may act on the application. The Director's approval concludes all proceedings.
(7)
If the Director denies the application or a timely hearing request is submitted, then the application shall be
treated as re-filed on the date of that event. The applicant, Director, and Technical Staff shall then follow the
procedures for Planning Board review in (a) above.
(CB-42-2002; CB-1-2004)
(d)
Changes of golf course site plans.
(1)
Changes of a site plan for an approved golf course may be permitted by the Planning Board or Planning
Director, if authorized, for any modifications or additions which are found to be in accordance with the purposes
and uses generally associated with golf courses, including swimming pools, tennis courts, and
clubhouses/restaurants. The Planning Board shall not approve any use previously disapproved as part of the
original Special Exception.
(2)
Changes of a site plan for an approved golf course are not required provided a subsequent detailed site plan is
approved for an aquaponics use on no more than 10% of the property provided:
(A)
The approved Detailed Site Plan is submitted to the Clerk of the Council for inclusion in the record of the
Special Exception;
(B)
The Detailed Site Plan shall demonstrate that the use will not be detrimental to the use or development of
adjacent properties; and
(C)
The aquaponics use complies with the following provisions:
(i)
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The use is conducted within an enclosed greenhouse(s) and/or other climate-controlled building(s) and any
additional required permits are obtained from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
(ii)
Structures shall be setback in accordance with the requirements of the zone in which the use is located.
(iii)
Odors emanating from the site shall not be detectable from the property lines of surrounding properties.
(iv)
All operations including equipment such as exhaust fans, circulating pumps and/or generators shall comply with
the provisions of Section 19-122(a) relating to maximum allowable noise levels in residential zones. Noise
barriers shall be installed around any noise generating equipment if necessary to meet the required limitations.
(CB-42-2002; CB-61-2019)
(e)
Changes of pari-mutuel racetrack site plans.
Changes of a site plan for an approved pari-mutuel racetrack may be permitted by the Planning Board or
Planning Director, if authorized, for any modifications related to racetrack activities, upon submittal of a letter
from the Maryland Racing Commission advising that the modifications have been directed or approved by the
Commission and are necessary to benefit racing. The Planning Board shall not approve any use previously
disapproved as part of the original Special Exception.
(CB-42-2002)
(f)
Changes of gas station site plans.
(1)
Changes of a site plan for an approved gas station may be permitted under the site plan amendment procedures
in Section 27-324. The Planning Board and Planning Director may permit the following modifications under the
procedures in this Subsection and in (a) and (c) above:
(A)
The enlargement or relocation of pump islands;
(B)
The addition of one (1) pump island;
(C)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a fence, kiosk, island shelter, island canopy, storage area, trash
enclosure, vending area, or lavatory facility;
(D)
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The addition, relocation, or modification of an accessory building used solely for the storage of automotive
replacement parts or accessories. The accessory building shall be wholly enclosed. The building shall either be
constructed of brick (or another building material similar in appearance to that of the main structure) and placed
on a permanent foundation, or it shall be entirely surrounded with screening material. Screening shall consist of
a wall, fence, or sight-tight landscaping material, which shall be at least as high as the accessory building. The
type of screening shall be approved as a part of the minor change;
(E)
Any amendment described in (b) above.
(2)
The Planning Board's decision shall be sent to all persons of record in the hearing before the Planning Board,
and to the District Council. This decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition by any person of
record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice
of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its
own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. The Clerk of the Council shall notify the
Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7) calendar days after receiving this notice, the
Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of all written evidence and materials submitted for
consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the public hearing on the revised plan, and any additional
information or explanatory material deemed appropriate. The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on
the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be limited to the facts and information contained within the
record made at the hearing before the Planning Board. Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's
hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning Board, or return the revised
plan to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a
revised site plan, it shall make the same findings which are required to be made by the Planning Board. If the
Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's decision is automatically affirmed. The
Council shall give its decision, in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be sent
to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(CB-88-2000; CB-42-2002; CB-1-2004)
(g)
Changes of adaptive reuse of surplus public school site plans.
(1)
Changes of a site plan for an approved adaptive reuse of a surplus public school may be permitted by the
Planning Board or Planning Director, if authorized, for the following modifications:
(A)
The relocation or addition of porches, patios, decks, exterior stairways, and the like;
(B)
The relocation or addition of accessory storage buildings, playground equipment, picnic areas, barbecue pits,
bicycle and pedestrian ways, and the like;
(C)
The relocation or addition of driveways and off-street parking lots and loading areas;
(D)
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The relocation or addition of landscaping or screening areas;
(E)
The relocation or addition of fences and retaining walls; and
(F)
The relocation of freestanding business signs.
(CB-42-2002)
(h)
Changes of multifamily housing for elderly/handicapped site plans.
Changes of a site plan for approved multifamily housing for the elderly and/or handicapped may be permitted by
the Planning Board or Planning Director, if authorized, in order to increase the amount of off-street parking. The
Planning Board shall not approve any change previously proposed and specifically disapproved as part of the
original Special Exception.
(CB-8-1984; CB-126-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-42-2002)
(i)
Changes of drive-in and fast-food restaurant site plans.
(1)
Changes of a site plan for an approved drive-in or fast-food restaurant may be permitted under the site plan
amendment procedures in Section 27-324. The Planning Board may permit the following modifications under
the procedures in this Subsection and (a) and (c) above:
(A)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a freezer on the sides or rear of the restaurant building;
(B)
The addition, relocation, or modification of gross floor area in order to provide rest rooms to serve the physically
handicapped;
(C)
The addition, relocation, or modification of vestibules above and around points of access to the restaurant
building;
(D)
The addition, relocation, or modification of a fence, storage area, or trash enclosure; or
(E)
Any amendment described in (b) above.
(2)
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The Planning Board's decision shall be sent to all persons of record in the hearing before the Planning Board and
to the District Council. This decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of
record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice
of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its
own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. The Clerk of the Council shall notify the
Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7) calendar days after receiving this notice, the
Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the file on the proposed revision, all written
evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the public hearing on
the revised plan, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed appropriate. The District
Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be limited to the
facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board. Within sixty
(60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the
Planning Board, or return the revised plan to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its
decision. Where the Council approves a revised site plan, it shall make the same findings that are required to be
made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's decision
is automatically affirmed. The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies
of the decision shall be sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(CB-88-2000; CB-42-2002; CB-1-2004)
(j)
Changes of site plans for uses within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
Changes of a site plan for an approved use within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone may be
approved by the Planning Board, if such changes are necessary in order to conform to the approved
Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement. The Planning Board shall not approve any change previously
proposed and specifically disapproved as part of the original Special Exception.
(CB-41-1986; CB-72-1987; CB-42-2002)
(k)
Changes of site plans necessitated by erosion/sediment control or stormwater management regulations.
(1)
Changes of a site plan not otherwise provided for in this Section, for an approved use for which on-site
erosion/sediment control or stormwater management facilities are required, may be permitted by the Planning
Board or Planning Director, if authorized, provided that:
(A)
Such changes are the minimum necessary in order to conform to the approved plans for the required
erosion/sediment control or stormwater management facilities and do not include the relocation of stormwater
management facilities onto land not proposed for development; and
(B)
The agency having jurisdiction over approval of those plans advised the Planning Board that development in
accordance with the approved Special Exception site plan would result in a violation of erosion/sediment control
or stormwater management regulations.
(CB-127-1989; CB-42-2002)
(l)
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Changes of site plans for public electric utility uses or structures.
The Planning Board or Planning Director, if authorized, may permit changes to a site plan for approved public
electric utility uses or structures for the addition, relocation, or modification of foundations and equipment,
including ground wires, control houses, and associated structures, within the existing fence line.
(CB-43-1991; CB-42-2002)
(m)
Changes of marina site plans.
Changes of a site plan for approved marinas may be permitted by the Planning Board or Planning Director, if
authorized, for renovation in kind, replacement or repair for facilities such as the bulkheads or boat slips,
floating and fixed docks boat storage facilities and other structures.
(CB-76-2001; CB-42-2002)
(n)
Changes of Planned Retirement Community site plans.
(1)
The Planning Board may approve the following modifications, following the procedures in (a) above:
(A)
Changes required as the result of an approval of a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision;
(B)
Changes required by engineering necessity to grading, utilities, stormwater management, or related plan
elements;
(C)
New or alternative architectural plans that are equal or superior to those originally approved, in terms of the
quality of exterior building materials and architectural detail; or
(D)
Changes to any other plan element determined to be consistent with the overall design, layout, quality, or intent
of the approved special exception site plan.
(2)
The Planning Board's decision shall be sent to all persons of record in the hearing before the Planning Board,
and to the District Council. This decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition by any person of
record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice
of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its
own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. The Clerk of the Council shall notify the
Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7) calendar days after receiving this notice, the
Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of all written evidence and materials submitted for
consideration by the Planning Board and a transcript of the public hearing on the revised plan. The District
Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be limited to the
2678/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board. Within sixty
(60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the
Planning Board, or return the revised plan to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its
decision. Where the Council approves a revised site plan, it shall make the same findings which are required to
be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's
decision is automatically affirmed. The Council shall give its decision, in writing, stating the reasons for its
action. Copies of the decision shall be sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(CB-64-2015)
Sec. 27-326. - Extension of time limit.
(a)
In order to extend a time limit which is imposed in this Subtitle for a particular use, a new Special Exception
must be approved.
(b)
In order to extend a time limit which is imposed as a condition of a Special Exception approval, a new Special
Exception application need not be filed. The extension may be approved in accordance with the requirements
and procedures of Section 27-324(a)(1) (Major changes).
SUBDIVISION 11. - RECONSIDERATION.
Sec. 27-327. - Reconsideration of final decision.
(a)
Once a final decision on a Special Exception application has been made, the decision may be reconsidered upon
request filed by either the applicant or other person of record within thirty (30) days of the final decision, if,
based on the written request, whomever made the final decision (the Zoning Hearing Examiner or District
Council) finds that there may have been an error in reaching the final decision that was caused by fraud,
surprise, mistake, or inadvertence. The person of record filing the request for reconsideration of a Special
Exception decision shall, upon filing the request, send a copy to all other persons of record.
(b)
Prior to reconsidering a decision, a public hearing shall be held on the matter by whomever made the final
decision (Zoning Hearing Examiner or District Council).
(1)
If the District Council determines there may be grounds for reconsideration of their final decision, the Clerk of
the Council shall schedule an evidentiary hearing on the request.
(A)
After hearing, the District Council shall first vote to reconsider their final decision and, if an affirmative motion
is adopted, vote on a new decision.
(2)
If the Zoning Hearing Examiner determines there may be grounds for reconsideration of a decision of the
Zoning Hearing Examiner that became final, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing in
accordance with Section 27-129.
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(A)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(B)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of
record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of
Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(CB-1-1991; CB-74-1994; CB-1-2004)
SUBDIVISION 12. - REVOCATION OR MODIFICATION.
Sec. 27-328. - Revocation or modification of approved Special Exception.
(a)
The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may petition the District Council to
revoke, modify, suspend, or impose additional conditions on an approved Special Exception, for the reasons
specified in Subsection (e) of this Section. The petition shall include pertinent facts and conclusions, and a
recommended action. The Director shall transmit a copy of the petition to the Planning Board at the time of its
submission to the District Council. The Director shall also transmit a copy of the petition, by certified mail, to
the property owner(s), and to the applicant if different from the property owner. A copy of the petition shall also
be transmitted by first class mail to each municipality, if any part of the property is located within the municipal
boundaries or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality, and to civic associations located in the vicinity
of the property.
(b)
Within ninety (90) days of receipt of the petition, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing
on the petition in accordance with the notice and hearing requirements of Subdivisions 2, 3, 5, and 7 of this
Division. All persons of record at the time the Special Exception was approved shall be included in the required
notification. At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, the original Special Exception file, along with
all pertinent information relating to the petition, shall be available for public examination in the office of the
Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(c)
Not later than ten (10) days prior to the Examiner's hearing, the Planning Board or Technical Staff may submit a
recommendation or other material for the record.
(d)
The Examiner may hold the record open for up to sixty (60) days following the conclusion of the hearing.
Within thirty (30) days of the closing of the record, the Examiner shall file a decision.
(e)
After the Examiner's decision has been filed, subject to the provisions of Subdivision 8 of this Division, the
District Council may revoke, modify, suspend, or impose additional conditions on a Special Exception when it
finds that:
(1)
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The provisions in the approval of the Special Exception have not been complied with; or
(2)
The approved Special Exception has not been used for any two (2) year period after the date of the original
approval, except where the conditions of nonuse are beyond control of the grantee of the Special Exception.
(f)
The District Council may (in conjunction with the revocation or modification) order any use and occupancy
permit issued for the Special Exception use to be revoked or modified.
(g)
Revocation of a Special Exception shall constitute revocation of any variances granted for the use by the
Council.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-21-1991; CB-49-1993; CB-29-2014)
DIVISION 2. - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 27-328.01. - Setbacks.
All setbacks shall be measured from the boundary line of the land for which the Special Exception is requested
or approved, regardless of whether this boundary line is a lot, property, street, or other line. This Section applies
to all setback requirements of this Subtitle which are specifically applicable to the Special Exception use.
Sec. 27-328.02. - Landscaping, buffering, and screening.
(a)
All landscaping required for a Special Exception shall be approved at the same time the Special Exception is
approved. A Special Exception shall comply with the Landscape Manual through the approval of a landscape
plan. The District Council may require additional landscaping, screening, or buffering if it determines that the
amount required by the Landscape Manual is insufficient to adequately protect adjacent uses.
(b)
Amendments to landscaping, buffering, and screening required in a Special Exception shall be made in
accordance with Section 27-325.
(CB-1-1989; CB-91-1992; CB-68-2010)
DIVISION 3. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS.
Sec. 27-329. - Abrasives and asbestos products manufacturing.
(a)
The manufacturing of abrasives and asbestos products may be permitted subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
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There shall be no outside storage of raw materials or finished products; and
(3)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions proposed for the safety of workers;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-330. - Accessory building, increase in height.
(a)
In the O-S, R-A, R-E, R-R, R-80, R-55, R-35, and R-20 Zones, the height of an accessory building may be
increased to provide living quarters on the second story for household help employed on the premises, subject to
the following:
(1)
The additional height and purpose for which it is to be used are reasonably necessary for the convenience of the
family occupying the main building; and
(2)
The increase is to not more than two (2) stories but not more than twenty-five (25) feet.
(b)
In the O-S, R-A, R-E, and R-R Zones, the height of accessory building used for bona fide agricultural purposes
may be increased to forty (40) feet.
(c)
In the R-18 and R-10 Zones, the height of an accessory building located within a multifamily project and used as
an office in connection with the multifamily project may be increased, provided that:
(1)
The additional height is necessary;
(2)
The additional height is solely used in connection with the multifamily project; and
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(3)
The increase is to not more than two (2) stories but not more than twenty-five (25) feet.
Sec. 27-330.01. - Adaptive reuse of surplus public school.
(a)
The adaptive reuse of a surplus public school may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The proposed use is not already allowed in the zone;
(2)
The use is not prohibited in all zones;
(3)
During the processing of the Special Exception application, an existing public school building is located on the
subject property, which has been, or will be, conveyed by the Board of Education to Prince George's County,
Maryland, and declared surplus. The property included with the building may be all or a part of the original
school site;
(4)
The requirements for the location, size, and lot coverage of all structures, density, and green area which are
specified for the zone in which the use is proposed shall not apply to existing structures or additions to existing
buildings. The dimensions, percentages, and density shown on the approved site plan shall constitute the
regulations for development under a given Special Exception;
(5)
One (1) freestanding building may be constructed on the subject property, provided a Special Exception for the
new building's use is also made part of the Special Exception for the adaptive reuse of the existing public school
building. The requirements as to height and setbacks that are specified for the zone in which the new building is
proposed shall apply to the new freestanding building;
(6)
Off-street parking lots and loading areas shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of Part 11
applicable to the specific uses proposed and with the Landscape Manual;
(7)
Business signs for commercial or industrial uses shall be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Sections
27-615 and 27-616 applicable to Commercial (other than C-O) and Industrial (other than I-3) Zones. The
location of any freestanding business sign shall be shown on the site plan;
(8)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
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The nature and scope of the use proposed;
(B)
The hours of operation of any proposed nonresidential use;
(C)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(D)
The measures to be taken to assure compatibility with the surrounding area, particularly with regard to abutting
properties;
(9)
It shall be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the District Council that:
(A)
The proposed use is compatible with existing and planned development on adjacent properties and within the
neighborhood, and, when more than one (1) use is proposed, with each other;
(B)
Vehicular access to the subject property is appropriate and adequate, given the nature and scope of the proposed
use and the type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(C)
Any proposed residential use of the subject property will be buffered in accordance with the Landscape Manual.
(CB-102-1987; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-330.02. - Adaptive use of a Historic Site.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section, the adaptive use of a Historic Site is defined as the adaptation of a building
designated as a Historic Site by the Historic Preservation Commission for a use not allowed within the existing
zone in order to encourage the preservation of buildings important to Prince George's County heritage or which
have distinctive architectural and environmental characteristics.
(b)
Use of Historic Sites under the provisions of this Section are limited to:
(1)
One-family, two-family, three-family, or multifamily dwellings; or
(2)
Commercial office or retail trade; and
(3)
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The proposed use is not a use prohibited in all zones.
(c)
The approved Special Exception site plan for the adaptive use shall be controlling with regard to net lot area, lot
coverage, green area, lot frontage, yards, building height, distance between buildings, and location, height, and
use of accessory buildings.
(d)
All proposals for the adaptive use of a Historic Site shall comply with the standards listed below.
(1)
Lighting.
(A)
Lighting shall be subdued, consistent with the nature of the historic resource, and shall not shine or glare off the
premises. Low-intensity seasonal or decorative lighting is permitted.
(2)
Parking and surfacing.
(A)
The design of parking lots shall minimize, to the extent practicable, the impact of the parking needs associated
with the proposed adaptive use on the environmental setting and the surrounding neighborhood.
(B)
Where deemed appropriate by the District Council, innovative paving techniques, such as dust-free, pervious
surfaces, unusual textures, and configurations that minimize paved surfaces, may be required.
(e)
Upon filing the Special Exception application, the applicant shall submit the following information:
(1)
Evidence of Historic Preservation Commission approval of an established environmental setting for the
proposed adaptive use;
(2)
A written justification statement, including:
(A)
The nature and scope of the use proposed;
(B)
The hours of operation; and
(C)
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The impact of traffic generated by the proposed use on local roadways, including the type, amount, and
distribution of anticipated traffic, as well as the adequacy of proposed access points to the site, existing levels of
service on surrounding roadways, and the peak hour service level at the nearest major intersection below the
minimum adopted by the Planning Board in the "Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of
Development Proposals," as may be amended from time to time;
(3)
In addition to the site plan requirements in Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show the following:
(A)
A delineation by metes and bounds of the established environmental setting; and
(B)
The topography of the subject property and abutting lots (for a depth of at least fifty (50) feet).
(f)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the District Council that:
(1)
Any proposed multiple uses within the historic structure are compatible with each other;
(2)
The proposed adaptive use will not change the existing character of the surrounding community by virtue of
noise, lighting, unsightliness, parking, signs, traffic, or other impacts; and
(3)
The proposed adaptive use will not adversely affect distinguishing exterior architectural features or important
natural features in the established environmental setting.
(CB-58-1987; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-331. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-332. - Adult day care center.
(a)
An adult day care center may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall be suitable for the type of facility proposed, taking into account the character of
surrounding properties and the general neighborhood, and any other uses on the subject property;
(2)
The subject property shall be of sufficient size to accommodate a facility of the scope proposed;
(3)

2686/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Vehicular access to the subject property shall be adequate, taking into account the scope of the facility, the type
and amount of traffic expected to be generated, and the type, service level, and capacity of the streets along
which the subject property has frontage; and
(4)
A statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The policies and goals of the center;
(B)
The characteristics and number of occupants to be served;
(C)
The type of care and activities proposed;
(D)
Operating methods and procedures proposed;
(E)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(F)
Other appropriate aspects of the center's operation.
Sec. 27-332.01. - Agriculture.
(a)
Agricultural uses may be permitted in the V-L and V-M Zones, provided the District Council finds that the
proposed use:
(1)
Preserves the agricultural land, open space, scenic vistas, and environmental features of the area;
(2)
Complements the natural characteristic of the area; and
(3)
Does not detract from the Village residents' health, safety, welfare, and enjoyment of the Zone.
(CB-10-1992)
Sec. 27-333. - Airport, airpark, airfield, airstrip, heliport, helistop, private.
(a)
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A private airport, airpark, airfield, airstrip, heliport, helistop, or similarly designed area for the landing and
taking off of aircraft may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The land area proposed for the use shall be sufficient to meet the Federal Aviation Administration's requirements
for the class of facility proposed;
(2)
There are no existing or proposed flight obstructions which are located outside the proposed facility and which
fall within the approach zone to any of the proposed runways or landing strips;
(3)
If air rights or easements have been acquired from the owners of adjacent properties in which approach zones
fall, satisfactory evidence of them shall be submitted with the application;
(4)
Structures shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from any boundary line of the subject property; and
(5)
An airstrip or helistop shall contain no terminal, storage, or repair/service facilities.
(6)
An airport applicant shall demonstrate that the airport will not create conflicts on adjacent properties, pursuant to
the Aviation Policy Area regulations in Part 10B.
(b)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show the location and height of all
structures, trees, and overhead wires located within airport approach surfaces, as defined in Federal Aviation
Regulations Part 77. The site plan shall also show such things as the proposed topography, grading, drainage,
and water and sewerage facilities.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-334. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-335. - Amusement park.
(a)
An amusement park may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least twenty-five (25) contiguous acres;
(2)
The applicant shall submit a traffic analysis indicating the anticipated traffic expected to be generated by the
project, and its impact upon external streets and the on-site network of driveways. The site shall have frontage
on, and direct vehicular access to, a street with sufficient capacity to accommodate the expected traffic. If the
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street is not yet built, it shall be funded for completion prior to the issuance of any use and occupancy permits.
The on-site network of driveways shall be of sufficient capacity to accommodate the traffic generated by the
project;
(3)
Any parking lot, or place or structure used for exhibition, educational, entertainment, dining, recreational, or
other purposes involving patron assembly, and any maintenance or service building shall be located at least one
hundred (100) feet from any boundary line of the subject property, unless the District Council finds that these
setbacks are unnecessary due to conditions in the area. If the place or structure is located within two hundred
(200) feet of land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved
Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, there shall be no public entrance to it from the side facing the residential land;
(4)
All perimeter areas of the site shall be buffered in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual, and
the applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed buffering will provide reasonable sight and sound barriers for
all adjacent uses. If the buffers required by the Landscape Manual are determined to be inadequate, additional
buffering may be required.
(5)
At least fifty percent (50%) of the site shall be devoted to open space;
(6)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall set forth:
(A)
The proposed topography at not more than five (5) foot contour intervals;
(B)
Existing and proposed drainage patterns;
(C)
Existing vegetative cover and other natural features; and
(D)
Provisions for storm water management and erosion and sediment control;
(7)
The applicant shall provide sufficient proof to the District Council that:
(A)
The proposed hours of operation and anticipated noise levels will not be detrimental to the use of adjacent
properties; and
(B)
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Features will be incorporated to adequately protect adjacent properties against obtrusive elements emanating
from the project, such as noise, light, glare, waste, and air or water pollution.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-335.01. - Animals, not customarily household pets.
(a)
The housing and maintenance of animals not customarily kept as household pets, by the elderly living in
apartment housing for the elderly, and the care of these animals to be used for therapeutic reasons by the elderly
is permitted, provided:
(1)
The housing and maintenance of animals, not customarily household pets, shall be permitted as an accessory use
to apartment housing which is occupied and utilized as a home for the elderly.
(2)
These pets shall be kept and cared for as a form of therapy for the elderly.
(CB-117-1986)
Sec. 27-336. - Antique shop.
(a)
An antique shop may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The proposed use shall not alter the residential character of the neighborhood;
(2)
The District Council shall consider the type of merchandise to be sold and whether the outdoor display of the
merchandise is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. If the outdoor display is determined to be
compatible, the District Council may limit the hours of the display and the locations and types of merchandise to
be displayed; and
(3)
Any outdoor display of merchandise shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any street line or
boundary line of the Special Exception.
Sec. 27-337. - Apartment housing for elderly or physically handicapped families.
(a)
Apartment housing and related facilities for elderly or physically handicapped families may be permitted within
and on the property associated with an existing building, which was formerly used for a public school that has
been declared surplus by the government entity which owns (owned) it (known as a surplus public school
building), subject to the following:
(1)
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In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show the density, and the type and total
number of dwelling units proposed;
(2)
The District Council shall find that the subject property is suitable for the type of development proposed, and is
of sufficient size to properly accommodate the proposed number of dwelling units;
(3)
Recreational and social amenities for the residents may be provided, if shown on the site plan and approved by
the District Council; and
(4)
The height, lot coverage, density, frontage, yard, and green area requirements, including restrictions on the
location and height of accessory buildings, as specified for the zone in which the use is proposed, shall not apply
to uses or structures provided for in this Section. The dimensions, percentages, and density shown on the
approved site plan shall constitute the regulations for development under a given Special Exception.
(b)
Apartment housing and related facilities for elderly or physically handicapped families may be permitted within
a building other than a surplus public school building, subject to the following:
(1)
The owner of the property shall record among the Land Records of Prince George's County a Declaration of
Covenants which establishes that the premises will be solely occupied by elderly or handicapped families for a
fixed term of not less than twenty (20) years. The covenants shall run to the benefit of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission;
(2)
In the R-18, R-18C, R-H, and R-10 Zones, the following shall apply:
(A)
The owner shall be a private, nonprofit organization;
(B)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show the density, type, and total number
of dwelling units proposed. The minimum net lot area may be reduced and density may exceed that normally
permitted in the applicable zone, provided that:
(i)
The net lot area shall not be less than fifty percent (50%) of the minimum net lot area normally required in the
zone; and
(ii)
The density shall not be greater than twice that normally allowed in the zone;
(3)
2691/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

In the C-S-C Zone, the following shall apply:
(A)
The subject property shall contain at least two (2) contiguous acres, and shall not contain more than forty-eight
(48) dwelling units per acre of net lot area. The density may be increased by one (1) unit per acre for each one
thousand (1,000) square feet of indoor space available for common use by the residents for social, recreational,
or educational purposes. The indoor space shall be shown on the site plan;
(B)
Not less than fifty percent (50%) of the net lot area shall be devoted to green area; and
(C)
The District Council shall find that existing development and uses in the neighborhood (particularly on adjacent
properties) will not adversely affect the proposed development;
(4)
In the R-R, R-80, and R-55 Zones, the following shall apply:
(A)
The requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of Subsection (a), above, shall be met;
(B)
The District Council shall find that the proposed use:
(i)
Will serve the needs of the elderly families or physically handicapped families; and
(ii)
Will not adversely affect the character of the surrounding residential community. The District Council shall
consider the lot size, height of the building, lot coverage of all buildings on the property, setbacks from
surrounding properties, street frontage, and sufficiency of green area when determining the proposed
development's effect on surrounding residential communities;
(5)
In the R-E Zone, the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of Subsection (a), above, shall be met
provided that the subject property is composed of at least fifteen (15) gross contiguous acres of land, improved
with a structure used as a church with an enclosed building area of at least 150,000 gross square feet. The
following additional requirements shall apply:
(A)
A description of the physical appearance of the proposed building through the use of architectural façade
elevations visible from public areas, or through other illustrative drawings, photographs, or renderings, shall be
submitted and reviewed;
(B)
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Development of uses pursuant to this Subsection shall not be subject to a separate site plan approval in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. Instead, the site plan for such proposed development shall be
reviewed as part of the special exception application approval; and
(C)
The District Council shall find that the proposed use:
(i)
Will serve the needs of elderly families or physically handicapped families; and
(ii)
Will not adversely affect the character of the surrounding residential community. In making such finding, the
District Council shall consider lot size, building height, lot coverage of all buildings on the property, setbacks
from surrounding properties, street frontage, and sufficiency of green area when determining the proposed
development's effect on the surrounding communities.
(c)
For the purposes of this Section, the term "elderly family" means a family which is included within age
restrictions in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act and "physically handicapped family" means a
family in which the head of the family, or his dependent, is physically handicapped. A person shall be
considered physically handicapped if he has a physical impairment which:
(1)
Is expected to be of continued and indefinite duration;
(2)
Substantially impedes the ability to live independently; and
(3)
Is of a nature that the ability could be improved by more suitable housing conditions.
(CB-22-1984; CB-91-1991; CB-44-1992; CB-78-2005; CB-57-2019)
Sec. 27-337.01. - Asphalt mixing plant.
(a)
An asphalt mixing plant (including the mixing of hot asphalt with aggregates, and the storage of materials) may
be permitted, subject to the criteria below.
(1)
Mixing plant components and other parts of the operation having the potential for generating adverse impacts
(including cold feed systems, drying systems, mixing units, dust collection systems, asphalt circulation systems,
asphalt storage tanks, hot mix storage bins, exhaust systems, material stock piles, and truck parking areas) shall
be located at least three hundred (300) feet from the boundaries of the subject property adjoining any land in any
Residential or Commercial Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential or commercial purposes in a
Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone) and one hundred (100) feet from the
boundaries of the subject property adjoining any land in any Industrial Zone (or land proposed to be used for
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industrial purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone). Other fixed
installations (including automobile parking and office uses) shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from
the boundaries of the subject property adjoining any land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used
for residential purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone).
(2)
The site plan and information accompanying the application for Special Exception shall be reproducible, or
twelve (12) copies shall be submitted. In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan and
accompanying information shall show:
(A)
The components of the mixing plant;
(B)
The daily capacity of the plant;
(C)
The location of all natural material stockpiles;
(D)
The methods of disposing of waste materials;
(E)
The internal traffic circulation system;
(F)
The parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment; and
(G)
The identification of the trucks and heavy equipment to be used in the plant operation.
(3)
At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the applicant shall
file a traffic analysis with the Zoning Hearing Examiner for inclusion with the original application, and send a
copy to the Planning Board. The traffic analysis shall include the volume of traffic expected to be generated by
the operation and shall identify the streets to be used between the site and the nearest other street (to be used)
that has a minimum paved width of twenty-four (24) feet for the predominant length of the street.
(4)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as to not endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the
driveways and the interior traffic circulation system. Any ingress or egress driveway shall have a minimum
width of twenty-two (22) feet, and shall be paved for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet from the
boundary line of the Special Exception.
(5)
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All operations on site, including outdoor storage of machinery and equipment, shall be screened from any
adjoining land or street in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual.
(6)
All applications for Special Exception shall be accompanied by the following:
(A)
A stormwater concept plan approved pursuant to Section 4-332 of this Code;
(B)
A preliminary noise assessment;
(C)
A preliminary air pollution assessment;
(D)
A horizontal profile illustrating all structures and stockpiles; and
(E)
A grading plan that illustrates existing and proposed topography.
(b)
All information required as part of the Special Exception application shall be referred to the Prince George's
County Department of Public Works and Transportation, Prince George's County Soil Conservation District,
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Maryland State Highway Administration, Maryland State Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, and Maryland State Water Resources Administration for comment. These agencies shall be given
forty-five (45) calendar days to reply. A copy of the same information shall also be submitted to the Prince
George's County Sand and Gravel Advisory Committee.
(c)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B and the following additional requirements:
(1)
No new asphalt mixing plant may be located in the R-C-O.
(2)
On land which is located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, no new asphalt mixing plant
shall be approved, and no such operation presently in existence or previously approved shall be permitted to
continue or commence where any of the following circumstances are present:
(A)
Habitat Protection Areas have been or may be designated on the subject property, in accordance with criteria set
forth in Subtitle 5B;
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(B)
The use is located within the Buffer;
(C)
The use would result in the substantial loss of long-range (twenty-five (25) years or more) productivity of forest
and agriculture, or would result in a degrading of water quality; or
(D)
The subject property contains highly erodible soils.
(CB-45-1986; CB-72-1987; CB-1-1989; CB-76-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-338. - Boardinghouse or rooming house.
(a)
A boardinghouse or rooming house may be permitted in a one-family dwelling, subject to the following:
(1)
The Special Exception shall be valid for a period of three (3) years. This period may be renewed if the Council
finds that the use will not constitute a nuisance because of pedestrian or vehicular traffic, noise, or the type of
physical activity involved.
Sec. 27-339. - Bus maintenance at a private school or church.
(a)
The maintenance, repair, or service of buses parked or stored on the same lot as a private school or church may
be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall be considered as accessory to the principal use;
(2)
The use may involve facilities for dispensing gasoline into the buses;
(3)
The use shall be screened and buffered pursuant to the provisions of the Landscape Manual;
(4)
Adequate security measures shall be provided in order to prevent unauthorized entry into the area of the use; and
(5)
Evidence from the County Fire Department shall be submitted by the applicant showing that any proposed
facilities for dispensing or storing gasoline will meet fire and safety code requirements.
(CB-1-1989)
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Sec. 27-340. - Cement manufacturing.
(a)
Cement manufacturing may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The pollution and dust control measures to be taken; and
(C)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-341. - Cemetery or crematory.
A cemetery (including an animal cemetery) or a crematory may be permitted, provided that the use shall not be
located within any proposed street or other public right-of-way, notwithstanding Section 27-259.
Sec. 27-341.01. - Check Cashing Business.
(a)
A check cashing business may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Hours of operation shall be limited to the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
(2)
A schedule of fees/charges shall be posted and immediately visible to persons upon entering the Check Cashing
Business. A copy of the fee schedule shall also be made available to all persons upon entrance to the Check
Cashing Business;
(3)
No other business shall share floor space with the Check Cashing Business;
(4)
Security lighting and cameras shall be provided on all open sides of the Check Cashing facility providing
surveillance of the area within 100 feet from the exterior of the building;
(5)
At least one (1) security employee (with no other duties) must be on the premises when the Check Cashing
Business is open for business; and
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(6)
Cashiers must work behind bullet resistant glass.
(CB-23-2009)
Sec. 27-341.02. - Church or similar place of worship.
(a)
A church or similar place of worship may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The minimum setback for all buildings shall be twenty-five (25) feet from each lot line;
(2)
When possible, ingress and egress should be located so as to direct traffic away from streets that are internal to a
residential subdivision;
(3)
The applicant shall satisfactorily demonstrate that parking and traffic will not adversely affect adjacent
residential neighborhoods;
(4)
When possible, there should be no parking spaces or loading areas located in the front yard; and
(5)
The maximum allowable lot coverage for the zone in which the use is proposed shall not be increased.
(CB-23-1993; CB-23-2009)
Sec. 27-342. - Commercial recreational attraction.
(a)
Purpose of Section.
(1)
To promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County by providing standards
under which major projects dedicated to entertainment, amusement, recreation, culture, education, and history
may be developed;
(2)
To promote tourism within Prince George's County, the State of Maryland, and the Washington Metropolitan
Area;
(3)
To encourage high quality entertainment facilities to be provided in Prince George's County;
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(4)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of these projects;
(5)
To assure that these attractions will be located in areas with adequate street access;
(6)
To assure that these projects will be compatible with surrounding areas through the effective use of development
controls, such as screening, landscaping, open spaces, and the staging of development;
(7)
To assure that the projects are developed in an orderly and attractive manner;
(8)
To assure that public facilities are adequate to service the projects; and
(9)
To avoid scattered and unbalanced development of commercial recreational attractions at less desirable locations
and without adequate controls.
(b)
Commercial recreational attractions may be permitted, subject to the following criteria:
(1)
Standards.
(A)
The subject property shall have an area of at least two hundred fifty (250) contiguous acres. Notwithstanding the
above, as long as there are one hundred (100) contiguous acres remaining under an approved Special Exception,
the use may continue to operate pursuant to the approved Special Exception regardless of the ownership or
zoning of the property. For the purpose of this Section, land separated by any rights-of-way or easements shall
be considered contiguous;
(B)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street with sufficient capacity to
accommodate the traffic generated by the project. If the street is one which is not yet built, the street must be
funded for completion prior to the issuance of a use and occupancy permit. The applicant shall submit a traffic
analysis indicating the anticipated traffic volume expected to be generated by the project, and the impact of the
traffic upon external streets and the on-site network of driveways;
(C)
Any place or structure used for exhibition, education, entertainment, dining, recreation, or other purpose
involving patron assembly, and any maintenance or service building shall be located at least one hundred (100)
feet from adjoining land in any Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
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approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, fifty (50) feet from adjoining land in any other zone, and twenty-five
(25) feet from any abutting street, unless the District Council finds that, due to conditions in the area, these
setbacks are unnecessary and the buffer yard requirement in the Landscape Manual would be sufficient. If the
structure or place is located within two hundred (200) feet of land in any Residential Zone, or land proposed to
be used for residential purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone, there
shall be no public entrance to it from the side facing the residential land. Notwithstanding the above, when a
portion of a property subject to the Special Exception site plan (either conceptual or detailed site plan) is rezoned
to any residential zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, any improvement, use, or structure already constructed or shown on the site plan (either
conceptual or detailed site plan) may continue in operation or be constructed as shown on the site plan;
(D)
Areas reserved for the display of animals in their natural or similar environment shall be enclosed by two (2)
fences. The innermost fence shall be located at least thirty (30) feet from adjoining land in a Residential Zone, or
land proposed to be used for residential purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned
Community Zone;
(E)
All perimeter areas shall be landscaped and buffered in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape
Manual. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed perimeter buffering will provide a reasonable sound
barrier for all adjacent uses. If the buffer required by the Landscape Manual is determined to be inadequate,
additional buffering may be required.
(F)
At least fifty percent (50%) of the site shall be devoted to open space; and
(G)
The regulations restricting the height and lot coverage of buildings and structures, and the location and height of
accessory buildings (specified in the zone in which the commercial recreational attraction is to be located), shall
not apply to uses or structures provided for in this Section. The dimensions and percentages shown on the
approved site plan shall constitute the regulations for development under a given Special Exception.
(2)
Parking.
(A)
The number of parking spaces required shall be determined by the District Council and shall be based upon the
uses shown on the proposed site plan. All of the parking spaces required shall be located entirely on the site. The
number of spaces provided may be modified by the Council as more experience with a particular project is
gained; and
(B)
Any off-street parking area shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from any adjoining land in a
Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, and at least twenty-five (25) feet from any other adjoining land or street. Notwithstanding the
above, when a portion of a property subject to the Special Exception site plan (either conceptual or detailed site
plan) is rezoned to any residential zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved
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Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, any off-street parking area already constructed or shown on the site plan
(either conceptual or detailed site plan) may continue or be constructed as shown on the site plan.
(3)
Signs.
(A)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Part 12, one (1) sign, which may be freestanding, may be located at each
entrance to the project in order to identify the facility. The sign shall:
(i)
Be not more than fifty (50) feet high (measured from the ground to the top of the sign);
(ii)
Not have moving parts, or flashing or other intermittent illumination;
(iii)
Not shine, reflect, or glare upon any adjacent residential property or into the path of any motor vehicle; and
(iv)
Be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from the street line;
(B)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Part 12, the District Council may disapprove any sign visible from off the
subject property which it finds will be detrimental to the use or development of adjoining properties or the
general neighborhood. Signs not visible from off the subject property shall be permitted without restrictions,
except for those restrictions on identification signs provided for above.
(4)
Uses.
(A)
The District Council may permit any of the following uses:
(i)
Entertainment facilities;
(ii)
Theaters (excluding drive-in theaters), amphitheaters, and band shells;
(iii)
Music playing, entertainment, and dancing;
(iv)
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The housing, care, or exhibition of wild and domestic animals, birds, reptiles, and other forms of wildlife;
(v)
Amusement rides;
(vi)
Theme areas;
(vii)
Playgrounds and picnic areas;
(viii)
Historic, fictional, or other dramatizations;
(ix)
Simulated natural phenomena, such as volcanoes, caves, mountains, and waterfalls;
(x)
Simulated towns and villages;
(xi)
Participatory land and water activities such as swimming or other immersion in water;
(xii)
Seasonal activities, such as tennis, golf, ice skating, tobogganing, bobsledding, and skiing;
(xiii)
Amusement arcades and fun houses;
(xiv)
Transportation facilities, including those facilities used for viewing or amusement;
(xv)
Man-made rivers, streams, ponds, pools, lakes, and bridges;
(xvi)
Retail stores or demonstration of arts and crafts;
(xvii)
Eating and drinking establishments;
(xviii)
Banks and ticket booths;
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(xix)
Rest rooms and buildings used for fire protection, security, maintenance, storage, and administration;
(xx)
Medical treatment facilities;
(xxi)
Art galleries and artisan areas;
(xxii)
One (1) gas station solely for the accommodation of patrons and workers on the site, provided that it is not
visible from off of the site;
(xxiii)
Hotels, motels, and recreational campgrounds (subject to the requirements of Section 27-400), except Subsection
(a)(6);
(xxiv)
Facilities for business meetings, conferences, and conventions; and
(xxv)
Other uses which are similar to any of the above, or any other use compatible with the provisions and purposes
of this Section.
(B)
The following uses are prohibited:
(i)
Recreational or entertainment establishments such as baseball, basketball, ice hockey, lacrosse, football, soccer,
or boxing stadiums or arenas, racetracks, drag strips, or drive-in theaters; and
(ii)
Uses which would adversely affect the health or safety of residents or workers in the area, or be detrimental to
the use or development of adjacent properties or the neighborhood in general.
(C)
For the purposes of this Section, a "theme area" is defined as a group of varied, but interrelated, uses with a
common theme.
(5)
Times of operation.
(A)
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Commercial recreational attractions may remain open for such periods during the year as are economically
feasible. The ability to continue the use shall not be jeopardized by seasonal closings or closings for repair or
renovation, provided the closing does not exceed a period of three (3) consecutive years. A project shall be
deemed open when it is serving the general public.
(6)
Site plan and other submission requirements.
(A)
The site plan submitted with the application shall contain the following information (in lieu of what is required
by Section 27-296(c)):
(i)
A general description of the project and the proposed use;
(ii)
The existing and proposed traffic circulation system; and
(iii)
The general location, size, and height of all buildings and structures, including rides and animal enclosures,
signs, and lighting.
(B)
The applicant shall provide sufficient proof to the District Council that:
(i)
The proposed hours of operation and anticipated noise levels will not be detrimental to the use of adjacent
properties; and
(ii)
Features will be incorporated to adequately protect adjacent properties against obtrusive elements which may
emanate from the project.
(C)
The District Council may require additional data or plans to assist it in evaluating the application.
(7)
Criteria for approval.
(A)
In addition to other criteria for approval of Special Exceptions, the Council shall be guided by how well the
proposed project meets the purposes of this Section.
(8)
Addition of land.
2704/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A)
After the approval of a Special Exception, any addition of land to the commercial recreational attraction shall be
the subject of a new Special Exception application. The site plan accompanying the new application shall fully
demonstrate the relationship of development shown on both the new and originally approved site plans. The
additional land shall be contiguous to an approved commercial recreational attraction, and may be less than two
hundred fifty (250) acres.
(9)
Amendment of site plan.
(A)
Notwithstanding other provisions of this Part concerning the revision of site plans, requests to amend a site plan
(formerly a concept plan for a commercial recreational attraction) shall only be approved by the District Council,
and in accordance with this Subsection. Situations occurring as described in Sections 27-319(f) and 27-320(a)(3)
of this Subtitle do not require an amendment of a previously approved site plan.
(B)
Requests to amend the approved site plan shall be filed concurrently with the Clerk of the Council and the office
of the Planning Board. After receipt of the request by the Clerk, the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall
schedule a public hearing, which shall occur not less than sixty (60), nor more than one hundred twenty (120),
days after receipt of the request. The request shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff, taking into consideration
the requirements of this Subtitle. The Technical Staff shall submit its recommendations to the Zoning Hearing
Examiner at least two (2) working days before the date of the public hearing. The public hearing shall be
conducted by the Zoning Hearing Examiner, at which time the applicant, Planning Board, Technical Staff, and
members of the public may comment on the proposed amendments. The hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Section 27-129. The property shall be posted with a sign in the same manner as required for
original applications. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written
recommendation with the District Council.
(C)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's
Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the
hearing.
(D)
If the District Council determines that the amendments are in accordance with the purposes and standards of this
Section and the requirements of Section 27-317, it may approve the amended site plan. The approved amended
site plan shall become the official site plan, as if it had been approved as a part of the original application for a
Special Exception.
(10)
Detailed Site Plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan (or an amendment thereof) shall be submitted to, and approved by, the Planning Board (or
its designee), in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, Subdivisions 1 and 3. For the purpose of this review, the site
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plan approved by the Council shall be considered the Conceptual Site Plan.
(11)
Special Exceptions granted by the District Council for commercial recreational attractions prior to July 1, 1975,
shall be considered conforming uses in the same manner as if approved by the District Council in accordance
with the provisions of this Section. Any plan of development (now called a site plan), which was approved prior
to October 1, 1981, for development pursuant to an approved Special Exception for a commercial recreational
attraction shall also fulfill the requirements of this Section for approval of a site plan (formerly concept plan).
(CB-1-1989; CB-20-1991; CB-40-1991; CB-115-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-343. - Commercial recreational facilities (privately owned) on land leased from a public agency.
(a)
Privately owned recreational facilities, operating on a commercial basis on land leased from a public agency,
may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
No building or other structure shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any abutting lot or street line;
(2)
The District Council may require additional setbacks, landscaping, screening, or other conditions it deems
reasonable in order to protect adjacent properties or for public safety; and
(3)
Prior to consideration by the District Council, the site plan shall be referred to, and approved by, the public
agency which owns the subject property.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-343.01. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-343.02. - Concrete batching or mixing plant.
(a)
A concrete batching or mixing plant (including the batching and mixing of cement with sand, aggregates, and
water; the storage of natural materials; and the mixing of materials in trucks) may be permitted, subject to the
criteria, below.
(1)
Mixing plant components and other parts of the operation having the potential for generating adverse impacts
(including conveying systems, concrete mixers, weighing hoppers, batching equipment, aggregate bins, truck
mixing areas, truck wash-out facilities, and truck parking areas) shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet
from the boundary lines of the subject property adjoining any land in any Residential or Commercial Zone (or
land proposed to be used for residential or commercial purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or
Planned Community Zone), and one hundred (100) feet from the boundaries of the subject property adjoining
any land in any Industrial Zone (or land proposed to be used for industrial purposes in a Comprehensive Design,
Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone). Other fixed installations (including automobile parking, settling
ponds, and office uses) shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from the boundaries of the subject
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property adjoining any land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential purposes in a
Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone).
(2)
The site plan and information accompanying the application for Special Exception shall be reproducible, or
twelve (12) copies shall be submitted. In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan and
accompanying information shall show:
(A)
The components of the mixing plant;
(B)
The daily capacity of the plant;
(C)
The location of all natural material stockpiles;
(D)
The settling ponds, if any;
(E)
The source of water to be used in the operation;
(F)
Truck wash-out facilities, if any;
(G)
The methods of disposing of waste materials;
(H)
The internal traffic circulation system;
(I)
The truck mixing areas;
(J)
The parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment; and
(K)
The identification of the trucks and heavy equipment to be used in the plant operation.
(3)
At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the applicant shall
file a traffic analysis with the Zoning Hearing Examiner for inclusion with the original application, and send a
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copy to the Planning Board. The traffic analysis shall include the volume of traffic expected to be generated by
the operation and shall identify the streets to be used between the site and the nearest other street (to be used)
that has a minimum paved width of twenty-four (24) feet for its predominant length.
(4)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as to not endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the
driveways and the interior traffic circulation system. Any ingress or egress driveway shall have a minimum
width of twenty-two (22) feet, and shall be paved for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet from the
boundary line of the Special Exception.
(5)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), all applications shall be accompanied by the following:
(A)
A stormwater concept plan approved pursuant to Section 4-322 of this Code;
(B)
A preliminary noise assessment;
(C)
A horizontal profile illustrating all structures and stockpiles; and
(D)
A grading plan that illustrates existing and proposed topography.
(b)
All information required as part of the Special Exception application shall be referred to the Prince George's
County Department of Public Works and Transportation, Prince George's County Soil Conservation District,
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Maryland State Highway Administration, Maryland State Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, and Maryland State Water Resources Administration for comment. These agencies shall be given
forty-five (45) calendar days to reply. A copy of the same information shall also be submitted to the Prince
George's County Sand and Gravel Advisory Committee.
(c)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B. No new concrete batching or mixing plant may be located in the R-C-O.
(CB-45-1986; CB-72-1972; CB-1-1989; CB-76-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-343.03. - Concrete recycling facility.
(a)
A concrete recycling facility may be permitted, subject to the criteria below.
(1)
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Concrete recycling facility components and other parts of the operation having the potential for generating
adverse noise, dust, or vibration impacts shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from the boundary
lines of the subject property adjoining any land in any Residential or Commercial Zone (or land proposed to be
used for residential or commercial purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community
Zone), and one hundred (100) feet from the boundaries of the subject property adjoining any land in any
Industrial Zone (or land proposed to be used for industrial purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or
Planned Community Zone). Other fixed installations (including automobile parking, settling ponds, and office
uses) shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from the boundaries of the subject property adjoining any
land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential purposes in a Comprehensive Design,
Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone).
(2)
The site plan and information accompanying the application for Special Exception shall be reproducible, or
twelve (12) copies shall be submitted. In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296 (c), the site plan and
accompanying information shall show:
(A)
The components of the concrete recycling facility;
(B)
The daily capacity of the facility;
(C)
The location of all material stockpiles;
(D)
The settling ponds, if any;
(E)
The source of water to be used in the operation;
(F)
Truck wash-out facilities, if any;
(G)
The methods of disposing of waste materials;
(H)
The internal traffic circulation system;
(I)
The parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment; and
(J)
The identification of the trucks and heavy equipment to be used in the facility operation.
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(3)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as to not endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the
driveways and the interior traffic circulation system. Any ingress or egress driveway shall have a minimum
width of twenty-two (22) feet, and shall be paved for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet from the
boundary line of the Special Exception.
(4)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296 (c), all applications shall be accompanied by the following:
(A)
A stormwater concept plan approved pursuant to Section 4-322 of this Code;
(B)
A preliminary noise assessment;
(C)
A horizontal profile illustrating all structures and stockpiles; and
(D)
A grading plan that illustrates existing and proposed topography.
(E)
A traffic analysis which includes the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the operation and identifies
the streets to be used between the site and the nearest other street (to be used) that has a minimum paved width
of twenty-four (24) feet for its predominant length.
(b)
All information required as part of the Special Exception application shall be referred to the Prince George's
County Department of Public Works and Transportation, Prince George's County Soil Conservation District,
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Maryland State Highway Administration, Maryland State Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, and Maryland State Water Resources Administration for comment. These agencies shall be given
forty-five (45) calendar days to reply. A copy of the same information shall also be submitted to the Prince
George's County Sand and Gravel Advisory Committee.
(c)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, wash plants, including ponds,
spoil sites, and equipment are prohibited within the Buffer, as defined in Subtitle 5B. No new concrete recycling
facility shall be approved, and no such operation presently in existence or previously approved shall be
permitted to continue or commence where any of the following circumstances are present:
(1)
Habitat protection areas have been or may be designated on the subject property, in accordance with criteria set
forth in Subtitle 5B;
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(2)
The use is located within the Buffer, as defined in Subtitle 5B;
(3)
The use would result in the substantial loss of long-range (twenty-five (25) years or more) productivity of forest
and agriculture, or would result in a degrading of water quality; or
(4)
The subject property contains highly erodible soils.
(CB-78-2004; CB-76-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-344. - Congregate living facility.
(a)
A congregate living facility for more than eight (8) elderly or physically handicapped residents, as defined by
Section 12-168(a) of this Code, may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
There is a demonstrated need for the facility;
(2)
The facility is in compliance with the physical requirements of Subtitle 12, Division 7, of this Code, and shall be
operated in accordance with the licensing and other requirements of that Subtitle; and
(3)
There shall be a separate bedroom of a minimum of one hundred (100) square feet for each resident, or a
separate bedroom of a minimum of one hundred and sixty (160) square feet for every two residents, or any
combination of the above, so as to satisfy the accommodations requirements of the "Regulations for Congregate
Living Facilities" (required by Section 12-173(d) of this Code), for the maximum number of permitted residents.
(CB-90-1985)
Sec. 27-344.01. - Consolidated storage.
(a)
Consolidated storage may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The application shall be accompanied by:
(A)
An impact statement explaining:
(i)
The nature and scope of the operation; and
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(ii)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated;
(B)
A description (graphic and narrative) of the proposed architectural facade of the building.
(2)
The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient
capacity to accommodate the type and amount of traffic expected to be generated by the use;
(3)
The use shall be appropriate, given the nature of development in the neighborhood; and
(4)
The District Council shall find that:
(A)
There is a need for the public in the surrounding area;
(5)
The exterior and architectural facade of the building shall be compatible with the prevailing architecture and
appearance of other development in the surrounding neighborhood;
(6)
Beginning June 23, 1988, no entrances to individual consolidated storage units shall be visible from a street or
from adjoining land in any Residential or Commercial Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential or
commercial purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan);
(7)
Entrances to individual consolidated storage units shall be either oriented toward the interior of the development
or completely screened from view by a solid wall, with landscaping along the outside thereof; and
(8)
Consolidated storage for which special exceptions were approved prior to the date reflected in paragraph 6,
above, need not meet the provisions set forth in paragraphs 6 and 7, above.
(b)
In addition to what is required by Section 27-296(c)(1)(B), the site plan shall show the topography of the subject
lot and abutting lots (for a depth of at least fifty (50) feet).
(CB-1-1989; CB-45-1999)
Sec. 27-345. - Container fabrication.
(a)
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The fabrication of containers may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be located within a wholly enclosed building; and
(2)
There shall be no outdoor storage of either materials or finished products.
Sec. 27-346. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-347. - Conversion of one-family detached dwelling.
The conversion of a one-family detached dwelling to include a maximum of two (2) additional dwelling units in
the same building may be permitted.
Sec. 27-348. - Country inn.
(a)
A privately operated country inn may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The application shall indicate the type of inn proposed (lodging, food service, or both), and shall be
accompanied by a description (either graphic or narrative) of the proposed architectural design of the inn;
(2)
Each proposed accessory use shall be identified, and the maximum square footage to be allocated to each use
shall be indicated on the site plan submitted with the application. Accessory uses shall be limited to the
following:
(A)
Antique shop;
(B)
Gift, Christmas, book, candle, and similar specialty shops;
(C)
Bakery;
(D)
Arts and crafts demonstrations and exhibits, including the sale of products;
(E)
Sale of packaged or canned food products special to the establishment;
(F)
Museums and cultural exhibits;
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(G)
Recreational uses for the sole use of overnight guests (for which no additional parking facilities shall be
required); and
(H)
Any other similar uses;
(3)
The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient
capacity to accommodate any traffic generated by the inn;
(4)
In the case of publicly owned land, the application shall be accompanied by written evidence indicating approval
of the submitted site plan by the public agency which owns the subject property; and
(5)
The District Council shall find that:
(A)
The subject property is of sufficient size to accommodate development of a country inn of the type and scope
proposed;
(B)
The environmental setting of the subject property is appropriate for the development of a country inn; and
(C)
The proposed building has historical, cultural, or architectural significance, or the appearance thereof.
Sec. 27-348.01. - Day care center for children.
(a)
A day care center for children may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The District Council may specify the maximum number of children to be enrolled, which may not be increased
by State or local health, education, or fire regulations;
(2)
An ample outdoor play or activity area shall be provided, in accordance with the following:
(A)
All outdoor play areas shall have at least seventy-five (75) square feet of play space per child for fifty percent
(50%) of the licensed capacity or seventy-five (75) square feet per child for the total number of children to use
the play area at one (1) time, whichever is greater;
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(B)
All outdoor play areas shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and
shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least four (4) feet in height;
(C)
A greater set back from adjacent properties or uses or a higher fence may be required by the District Council if it
determines that it is needed to protect the health and safety of the children utilizing the play area;
(D)
Any off-premises outdoor play or activity area shall be located in proximity to the day care center, and shall be
safely accessible without crossing (at grade) any hazardous area, such as a street or driveway;
(E)
The play area shall contain sufficient shade during the warmer months to afford protection from the sun;
(F)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided on the play area if it is used before or after daylight hours to insure safe
operation of the area; and
(G)
Outdoor play shall be limited to the hours between 7 A.M. and 9 P.M.;
(3)
In the C-W, C-M, I-1, I-2, and I-4 Zones, a Special Exception for a day care center for children shall be allowed
only if the Council finds that existing development and uses in the neighborhood (particularly on adjacent
properties) will not adversely affect the proposed use.
(b)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show:
(1)
The proposed enrollment;
(2)
The location and use of all buildings located on adjoining lots; and
(3)
The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas.
(c)
Any day care center for children which has, on or before the effective date of this Ordinance, fully complied
with the provisions of this Subtitle in effect at the time the use commenced shall not be required to meet the
requirements of this Section, provided that the use has not been expanded or changed since that time. Any
expansion or change shall be governed by the provisions of this Section, or of Sections 27-445.03, 27-464.02,
27-475.02, or 27-541.02.
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(d)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the largest number of children enrolled in the center in
any one (1) session.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-348.02. - Department or Variety Stores, Department or Variety Stores Combined With Food and
Beverage Stores.
(a)
Department or Variety Stores and Department or Variety Stores combined with Food and Beverage Stores
permitted in the use tables by Special Exception (SE) in the I-3, C-S-C and C-M zones shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The site shall have frontage on and direct vehicular access to an existing arterial roadway, with no access to
primary or secondary streets.
(2)
The applicant shall demonstrate that local streets surrounding the site are adequate to accommodate the
anticipated increase in traffic.
(3)
The site shall contain pedestrian walkways within the parking lot to promote safety.
(4)
The design of the parking and loading facilities shall ensure that commercial and customer traffic will be
sufficiently separated and shall provide a separate customer loading area at the front of the store.
(5)
All buildings, structures, off-street parking compounds, and loading areas shall be located at least:
(A)
One hundred (100) feet from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an
R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan; and
(B)
Fifty (50) feet from all other adjoining property lines and street lines.
(6)
All perimeter areas of the site shall be buffered or screened, as required by the Landscape Manual; however, the
Council may require additional buffering and screening if deemed necessary to protect surrounding properties.
(7)
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The building entrance and nearby sidewalks shall be enhanced with a combination of special paving,
landscaping, raised planters, benches and special light fixtures.
(8)
The application shall include a comprehensive sign package and a comprehensive exterior lighting plan.
(9)
The applicant shall use exterior architectural features to enhance the site's architectural compatibility with
surrounding commercial and residential areas.
(10)
Not less than thirty percent (30%) of the site shall be devoted to green area.
(CB-2-2002; CB-13-2012; CB-64-2012)
Sec. 27-348.03. - Barber Shops.
(a)
A barber shop may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant/barber shop owner must reside on and own the subject property;
(2)
The barber shop use must be accessory to the primary use of the subject property as a single family residence,
and must located in a structure which is physically attached to the residence. Additional accessory uses,
including but not limited to retail sales of hair and skin products, manicure and pedicure services are prohibited.
(3)
The structure containing the use shall be located at least fifty feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot;
(4)
Parking shall be provided on the subject site (no parking shall be allowed within the public right of way) at the
rate of two (2) spaces for each barber chair and shall be setback at least ten (10) feet from any public right of
way and lot line of the subject property and shall be buffered and screened from any adjoining residences not
owned by the applicant;
(5)
The applicant/barber shop owner shall pay the appropriate fee to the Department of Public Works and
Transportation (DPW&T) for the posting of "No Parking Anytime" signs on all adjoining streets in accordance
with DPW&T standards;
(6)
Hours of operation shall be limited to the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; 7:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday;
(7)
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The use may be identified by an unilluminated sign, not exceeding eight (8) square feet in size attached to the
accessory structure; and
(8)
The barber shop use may contain a maximum of three (3) barber chairs and three (3) shampoo bowls.
(b)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show:
(1)
The location of the primary residence and attached accessory structure on the subject property;
(2)
The location and use of all buildings on adjoining lots; and
(3)
The location of and buffering and screening of the required parking area.
(CB-81-2008)
Sec. 27-349. - Distillery for production of fuel alcohol.
(a)
A distillery for the production (and incidental bulk storage) of fuel alcohol may be permitted, subject to the
following:
(1)
If the use is not operated in strict compliance with all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations applicable to
the use, the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may immediately suspend
the use and occupancy permit. The District Council may revoke the Special Exception upon petition by the
Director in accordance with Section 27-328 of this Subtitle;
(2)
The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient
capacity to accommodate the type and amount of traffic generated by the requested use. Vehicular access shall
not be by means of streets internal to subdivisions for one-family dwellings;
(3)
In the O-S and R-A Zones, the subject property shall contain at least eighty (80) contiguous acres. All buildings,
storage areas, and parking areas for the distillery shall be located at least two hundred (200) feet from all
boundary lines of the subject property. The building height limit shall be as shown on the approved site plan, in
lieu of that specified for the zone in which the use is located;
(4)
In the I-1 Zone, the subject property shall contain at least twenty-five (25) contiguous acres, and all buildings,
storage areas, and parking areas for the distillery shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from all
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boundary lines of the subject property;
(5)
All operations (except for permitted outdoor storage) shall be located in a wholly enclosed building;
(6)
The release, disposal, or storage of waste materials shall not be visible from off-site;
(7)
There shall be no outdoor storage of the finished product. Bulk storage of the finished product in a wholly
enclosed building shall be considered an accessory use;
(8)
Raw materials, waste products, and other byproducts associated with the process shall be identified by the
applicant prior to approval. Outdoor storage of raw materials, waste products, and other byproducts may be
permitted. The outdoor storage area shall be buffered or screened in accordance with the provisions of the
Landscape Manual;
(9)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The proposed architectural design (graphic or narrative) of all buildings and structures;
(B)
The scope of the operation;
(C)
The proposed hours of operation;
(D)
The provisions to be made for the control of noxious and offensive odors;
(E)
The air pollution, water quality, and noise control measures to be taken;
(F)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(G)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
(10)
The District Council shall find that:
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(A)
The subject property is of sufficient size to accommodate development of the type and scope proposed;
(B)
The location of the subject property is appropriate, given the nature of development and uses on adjoining
properties and in the general neighborhood; and
(C)
The facility will be designed and operated to blend harmoniously with the site, itself, and the surrounding area,
taking into account architectural features, hours of operation, screening, and the orientation of the facility on the
site.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-350. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-350.01. - Drug store.
(a)
A drug store may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant shall show a reasonable need for the use in the neighborhood.
(2)
The size and location of, and access to, the establishment shall be oriented toward meeting the needs of the
neighborhood.
(3)
The proposed use shall not unduly restrict the availability of land or upset the balance of land use; and
(4)
In the I-1 and I-2 Zones, the proposed use shall be located in an area which is or will be developed with a
concentration of industrial or office uses.
(CB-91-1986)
Sec. 27-351. - Dwelling units within building containing commercial uses.
(a)
Dwelling units may be permitted within a building containing commercial uses, subject to the following:
(1)
The building shall contain at least four (4) stories;
(2)
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All dwellings shall be located above the third story of the building. No basement shall be considered a "story"
for the purpose of this Section;
(3)
For the purpose of this Section, all dwellings shall be considered multifamily;
(4)
Where the use is proposed to be located within an existing commercial building by increasing the height of the
building, the building line and setback requirements of Section 27-462 shall not apply. The dimensions for
building lines and setbacks shown on the approved site plan shall constitute the regulations for development
under a given Special Exception;
(5)
The site plan shall show the type, location, and extent of commercial uses within the building, and the total
number of proposed dwelling units;
(6)
The total number of dwelling units shall be specifically approved;
(7)
The applicant shall demonstrate that:
(A)
There is a compatible and functional interrelationship between the commercial, residential, and off-street
parking components, taking into account the physical locations of the components relative to each other and the
access to each; and
(B)
The proposed development will not create, or substantially contribute to, traffic problems in the area; and
(8)
The District Council shall find that:
(A)
The location of the subject property is suitable for the type and scope of development proposed, taking into
account such factors as the existing urbanization of the neighborhood, traffic, and the character of surrounding
properties and the neighborhood in general;
(B)
The subject property is of sufficient size to accommodate development of the type and scope proposed; and
(C)
The proposed development is consistent with the commercial character and appearance of the subject property.
(CB-28-1985; CB-22-2019)
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Sec. 27-352. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-352.01. - Elderly housing (one-family attached dwellings).
(a)
Attached one-family dwellings for the elderly (and related facilities) may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall not be adjoining property in the R-O-S or O-S Zones, unless it is separated by an
arterial roadway;
(2)
The site plan shall show the density (which shall not exceed the maximum allowable density of the zone in
which the use is located, as set forth in Section 27-442(h), and the type and total number of dwelling units
proposed (which may also include one-family detached dwellings);
(3)
The District Council shall find that the subject property is suitable for the type of development proposed and is
of sufficient size to properly accommodate the proposed number of dwelling units;
(4)
A recreational facilities plan shall be submitted demonstrating that sufficient recreational facilities or
opportunities are provided to serve the prospective resident population, consistent with their needs and abilities.
Facilities may be provided on-site or within adjoining development. In any case, but particularly if on adjoining
property, there shall be a staging plan for the facilities constructed. Recreational areas should be clustered
together to increase levels of activity, use of amenities, and the sense of vitality of the community;
(5)
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, and any other
requirements of the specific zone in which the use is proposed (excluding density, which shall be governed by
Section 27-352.01(a)(2)) shall not apply to uses and structures provided for in this Section. The dimensions and
percentages shown on the approved site plan shall constitute the regulations for a given Special Exception;
(6)
The owner of the property shall record among the Land Records of Prince George's County a declaration of
covenants which establishes that the premises will be solely occupied by elderly families for a fixed term of not
less than sixty five (65) years. The covenant shall run to the benefit of the County; and
(7)
The following guidelines should be considered:
(A)
Dwelling units should be clustered around a central focal point or public space and should avoid linear design.
Open space should be oriented to provide the best possible separation or buffer from adjoining single-family
detached uses. The requirements of Section 24-137(g)(1), (2), and (5) through (10) shall serve as guidelines for
site layout.
(B)
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No less than ten percent (10%) of the land area should be devoted to open space, recreation facilities, and socialoriented amenities.
(C)
If a community building is proposed, no less than three (3) physically separate areas, which shall include the
separation of a single room, should be provided within the building for recreational and social-oriented
amenities of varying activity levels.
(D)
Each outdoor space intended for active recreation should be a minimum of fifty (50) feet in width in least
dimension, with a minimum area of five thousand (5,000) square feet.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this Section, attached one-family dwellings for the elderly
(and related facilities) may be permitted in the R-R Zone, subject to the following:
(1)
The gross tract area shall be between nine (9) and twenty (20) acres;
(2)
The property shall be located adjacent to a park owned by a public agency or land zoned R-O-S and owned by a
public agency or the United States of America;
(3)
The property shall have at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a
roadway with a functional transportation classification of collector or arterial;
(4)
Density shall be limited to no more than eight (8) dwelling units to the acre;
(5)
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and any other
requirements of the specific zone in which the use is proposed shall not apply to uses and structures provided for
in this Section. The dimensions and percentages shown on the approved site plan shall constitute the regulations
for a given Special Exception;
(6)
Recreational facilities shall be required. The requirement may be satisfied with a combination of on-site and offsite facilities. On-site facilities may be passive or active. Off-site recreational facilities obligations may be
satisfied through contributions to the adjacent public-owned parkland, in coordination with the Prince George's
County Department of Parks and Recreation; and
(7)
Age restrictions in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act shall be set forth in covenants submitted with
the application. The covenants shall run to the benefit of the County, shall be approved by the District Council,
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and filed in the Land Records for Prince George's County shall be approved by the District Council, and filed in
the land records at the time the final subdivision plat is recorded.
(8)
The requirements of Section 27-352.01(a)(7) shall apply.
(CB-71-1996; CB-106-2021)
Sec. 27-352.02. - Elderly housing (one-family detached dwellings).
(a)
Detached one-family dwellings for the elderly (and related facilities) may be permitted on a maximum of six (6)
acres located in the Developing Tier as of November 30, 2004, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property may not be adjoining property in the R-O-S or O-S Zones, unless it is separated by an
arterial roadway.
(2)
The density may not exceed six (6) dwelling units per acre.
(3)
The District Council's detailed finding that the subject property is suitable for the type of development proposed
and is of sufficient size to properly accommodate the proposed number of dwelling units.
(4)
A recreational facilities plan shall be submitted demonstrating that sufficient recreational facilities or
opportunities are provided in accordance with the adopted Department of Parks and Recreation Standards to
serve the prospective resident population, consistent with their needs and abilities. Facilities may be provided
on-site or within adjoining development. In any case, but particularly if on adjoining property, there shall be a
staging plan for the facilities constructed. Recreational areas should be clustered together to increase levels of
activity, use of amenities, and the sense of vitality of the community.
(5)
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, and setbacks, shall be in
accordance with the requirements of the R-55 Zone.
(6)
For purposes of this Section, elderly housing is defined as housing for older persons as provided in Title 42
USC, Section 3607B and the regulations issued thereunder, and intended for and solely occupied by persons
sixty-two (62) years of age and older.
(7)
The following guidelines should be considered:
(A)
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Open space should be oriented to provide the best possible separation or buffer from adjoining single-family
detached uses. The requirements of Section 24-137 (g)(6) through (10) shall serve as guidelines for site layout.
(B)
No less than ten percent (10%) of the land area should be devoted to open space, recreation facilities, and socialoriented amenities.
(C)
If a community center is proposed, it shall have at least three (3) physically separate areas, including at least one
(1) separate room. The separate areas shall provide space for recreational and social activities at different
intensity levels.
(D)
Each outdoor space intended for active recreation should be a minimum of fifty (50) feet in width in least
dimension, with a minimum area of five thousand (5,000) square feet.
(8)
The following shall be reviewed at the time of Special Exception to address appearance and quality issues: size
of dwelling units, construction material, garages, roof pitch, ceiling height, and amenities.
(CB-90-2004)
Sec. 27-353. - Farm implement sales or repair; farm supply sales.
(a)
In the R-A Zone, on a lot abutting land in the C-M, I-1, I-2, or I-4 Zone used for farm implement sales or repair,
or farm supply sales, expansion of these businesses may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Vehicular access to the subject property shall not be by means of any street internal to a subdivision for onefamily dwellings.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-354. - Fertilizer manufacturing.
(a)
The manufacturing of fertilizer may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
There shall be no outside storage of either raw materials or finished products; and
(3)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
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(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions for control of noxious odors;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-355. - Food or beverage store.
(a)
A food or beverage store may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant shall show a reasonable need for the use in the neighborhood;
(2)
The size and location of, and access to, the establishment shall be oriented toward meeting the needs of the
neighborhood;
(3)
The proposed use shall not unduly restrict the availability of land, or upset the balance of land use, in the area for
other allowed uses;
(4)
In the I-1 and I-2 Zones, the proposed use shall be located in an area which is (or will be) developed with a
concentration of industrial or office uses;
(5)
The retail sale of alcoholic beverages from a food or beverage store approved in accordance with this Section is
prohibited; except that the District Council may permit an existing use to be relocated from one C-M zoned lot
to another within an urban renewal area established pursuant to the Federal Housing Act of 1949, where such
use legally existed on the lot prior to its classification in the C-M Zone and is not inconsistent with the
established urban renewal plan for the area in which it is located.
(CB-93-1984; CB-131-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-123-1985; CB-112-1986; CB-86-1988)
Sec. 27-356. - Foundry.
(a)
A foundry (for nonornamental ferrous metals) may be permitted, subject to the following:
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(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
There shall be no outside storage of raw materials or finished products;
(3)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
(C)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-356.01. - Fraternity or sorority house.
(a)
A fraternity or sorority house may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The proposed site plan shall show:
(A)
The number of residents who will be accommodated;
(B)
Uses on adjoining properties;
(C)
Zoning of adjoining properties; and
(D)
Distance to adjoining dwellings.
(2)
The use shall not adversely affect the character, use, or quiet enjoyment of adjoining properties.
(3)
The subject property, including the building, shall be of sufficient size for the proposed use.
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Sec. 27-357. - Funeral parlor or undertaking establishment.
(a)
A funeral parlor or undertaking establishment may be permitted subject to the following:
(1)
The minimum side and rear yard setbacks shall be at least fifty (50) feet each, when adjoining land in any
Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan;
(2)
If the subject property is located in a Residential Zone, it shall contain at least one and one-half (1 1/2)
contiguous acres;
(3)
The use shall not depreciate the value of neighboring properties;
(4)
The use shall not adversely affect the character of neighboring properties; and
(5)
The use shall not create undue traffic congestion.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-358. - Gas station.
(a)
A gas station may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall have at least one hundred and fifty (150) feet of frontage on and direct vehicular
access to a street with a right-of-way width of at least seventy (70) feet;
(2)
The nearest gas pump on the subject property shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any lot on
which a school, outdoor playground, library, hospital, or a structure used as a residence is located;
(3)
The use shall not include the display and rental of cargo trailers, trucks, or similar uses, except as a Special
Exception in accordance with the provisions of Section 27-417;
(4)
The storage or junking of wrecked motor vehicles (whether capable of movement or not) is prohibited;
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(5)
Access driveways shall be not less than thirty (30) feet wide unless a lesser width is allowed for a one-way
driveway by the Maryland State Highway Administration or the County Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement, whichever is applicable, and shall be constructed in compliance with the minimum standards
required by the County Road Ordinance or Maryland State Highway Administration regulations, whichever is
applicable. In the case of a corner lot, a driveway may begin at a point not less than twenty (20) feet from the
point of curvature (PC) of the curb return or the point of curvature of the edge of paving at an intersection
without curb and gutter. A driveway may begin or end at a point not less than twelve (12) feet from the side or
rear lot line of any adjoining lot;
(6)
Access driveways shall be defined by curbing;
(7)
A sidewalk at least five (5) feet wide shall be provided in the area between the building line and the curb in
those areas serving pedestrian traffic;
(8)
Gasoline pumps and other service appliances shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet behind the street line;
(9)
Repair service shall be completed within forty-eight (48) hours after the vehicle is left for service. Discarded
parts resulting from any work shall be removed promptly from the premises. Automotive replacement parts and
accessories shall be stored either inside the main structure or in an accessory building used solely for the storage.
The accessory building shall be wholly enclosed. The building shall either be constructed of brick (or another
building material similar in appearance to the main structure) and placed on a permanent foundation, or it shall
be entirely surrounded with screening material. Screening shall consist of a wall, fence, or sight-tight
landscaping material, which shall be at least as high as the accessory building. The type of screening shall be
shown on the landscape plan.
(10)
Details on architectural elements such as elevation depictions of each facade, schedule of exterior finishes, and
description of architectural character of proposed buildings shall demonstrate compatibility with existing and
proposed surrounding development.
(11)
At least two (2) Level 3 or DC fast charger electric vehicle charging stations must be provided on-site for public
use.
(12)
Any Special Exception or Detailed Site Plan application filed prior to January 1, 2022, and approved shall not be
subject to this provision and shall be deemed a conforming use.
(b)
In addition to what is required by Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show the following:
(1)
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The topography of the subject lot and abutting lots (for a depth of at least fifty (50) feet);
(2)
The location and type of trash enclosures; and
(3)
The location of exterior vending machines or vending area.
(c)
Upon the abandonment of a gas station, the Special Exception shall terminate and all structures exclusively used
in the business (including underground storage tanks), except buildings, shall be removed by the owner of the
property. For the purpose of this Subsection, the term "abandonment" shall mean nonoperation as a gas station
for a period of fourteen (14) months after the retail services cease.
(d)
When approving a Special Exception for a gas station, the District Council shall find that the proposed use:
(1)
Is necessary to the public in the surrounding area; and
(2)
Will not unduly restrict the availability of land, or upset the balance of land use, in the area for other trades and
commercial uses.
(CB-8-1984; CB-1-1989; CB-48-1998; CB-22-1999; CB-72-1999; CB-29-2014; CB-48-2021)
Sec. 27-359. - Golf course; private club; nonprofit recreational uses.
(a)
A golf course, private club, community building, or other nonprofit recreational use may be permitted, when it is
not publicly owned or operated. Concessions for serving food and refreshments to, and entertainment for, club
members and guests, may also be permitted. This special exception does not apply to community swimming
pools, golf driving ranges, or miniature golf courses.
(b)
A golf course may be permitted in the V-L and V-M Zones, provided the District Council finds that the proposed
use:
(1)
Preserves the open space, scenic vistas, and environmental features of the area;
(2)
Complements the natural characteristic of the area; and
(3)
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Provides enjoyment or recreational activities, including passive recreational activities, for the residents of the
Zone.
(CB-10-1992)
Sec. 27-360. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-361. - Heavy armament fabrication.
(a)
The fabrication of heavy armament may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The proposed buffering and screening of any outdoor storage areas; and
(C)
The compatibility of the uses with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-362. - Health campus.
(a)
A health campus may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
General requirements.
(A)
The subject property shall be suitable for the integration of a hospital and other medical facilities with any
proposed residences, services, and recreational facilities.
(2)
Special requirements.
(A)
The subject property shall contain at least twenty-five (25) contiguous acres, except as provided in paragraph
(5), below;
(B)
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The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street with sufficient capacity to
accommodate the traffic generated by the campus;
(C)
All buildings and structures shall be located at least:
(i)
Fifty (50) feet from all adjoining property lines (except street lines); and
(ii)
Twenty-five (25) feet from all adjoining street lines;
(D)
All off-street parking and loading facilities shall be located at least:
(i)
Fifty (50) feet from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C
Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(ii)
Six (6) feet from any adjoining street; and
(iii)
Ten (10) feet from any other land than that in (i) and (ii), above;
(E)
All of the parking and loading needs of employees and residents of, and visitors and delivery services to, the site
shall be met on the subject property;
(F)
All perimeter setback areas of the site shall be buffered or screened in accordance with the provisions of the
Landscape Manual. The applicant shall demonstrate that the required buffer yards will provide reasonable sight
and sound barriers;
(G)
Not less than forty percent (40%) of the site shall be devoted to green area; and
(H)
Regulations restricting location, height, coverage, density, frontage, and yards, of buildings and structures, as
specified for the zone in which such campus is located, shall not apply to uses or structures provided for in this
Section. The dimensions and percentages shown on the approved site plan shall constitute the regulations for
development under a given Special Exception.
(I)
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Notwithstanding Section 27-118.01, more than one (1) building may be located on a lot containing a one-family
dwelling.
(3)
Uses.
(A)
Only those uses which appear on an approved site plan shall be permitted on the health campus. The District
Council may only approve those uses which provide a harmonious, balanced mix of medical, residential, and
limited commercial uses, and which are necessary to meet the needs of the campus. Every health campus shall
contain a general acute care hospital developed as the core of the campus. Other uses may include, (but need not
be limited to) the following:
(i)
Medical facilities, including professional offices, medical laboratories and testing facilities, clinical facilities,
professional or paramedical training centers, ambulatory care facilities, and accessory uses. Business signs in
conjunction with approved medical facilities shall only be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Part 12
of this Subtitle applicable to the C-O Zone;
(ii)
Nursing and care homes; medical day care, adult day care, respite care, and day care for sick children (all of
which may include areas beyond the health campus as their service area); rental dwelling units for the use of
staff, visitors, and elderly or physically handicapped persons; one (1) motel or hotel as an integral part of the
campus; provided that day care for sick children shall only be provided in a licensed hospital unit.
(iii)
Retail commercial and service uses (including accessory warehousing and laundry facilities), which are strictly
related and subordinate to the medical/residential character of the campus, and which directly serve the
residents, employees and guests of the campus or other campuses or medical facilities. The commercial uses
shall be chosen to reflect their local orientation to the immediate campus vicinity, and shall be of such size and
scope as to not interfere with existing or proposed retail uses located in the off-campus area. Business signs in
conjunction with retail commercial uses shall only be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Part 12 of
this Subtitle applicable to the commercial zones (other than the C-O Zone); and,
(iv)
Recreational and social uses, such as swimming pools, tennis courts, athletic facilities, community centers,
assembly halls, or private educational institutions, limited to use by only campus residents, employees, and
guests.
(4)
Site plans and other submission requirements.
(A)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall set forth the:
(i)
Use, character, and zoning classification of adjoining properties;
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(ii)
Existing and proposed right-of-way and paving widths of adjoining streets;
(iii)
Existing and proposed topography of the site at not more than five (5) foot contour intervals;
(iv)
Existing and proposed drainage patterns;
(v)
Existing vegetation and other natural features; and
(vi)
Proposed provisions for erosion and sediment control and storm water management.
(5)
Addition of land.
(A)
After the approval of a Special Exception, any addition of land to the campus shall be the subject of a new
Special Exception application. The site plan accompanying the new application shall include the required
information for both the previously approved campus and the proposed additional land. The approval of the new
site plan shall nullify the previously approved site plan. The additional land shall be contiguous to an approved
health campus, and may contain less than twenty-five (25) acres.
(6)
Amendment of site plan.
(A)
Notwithstanding other provisions of this Subtitle concerning revision of site plans, requests to amend a site plan
for a health campus shall only be approved by the Planning Board under paragraph 27-362(a)(7) or the District
Council under this paragraph 27-362(a)(6). The Planning Board is authorized to grant minor changes to site
plans for health campuses, subject to appeal to the District Council. Such amendments to site plans may be
permitted provided that any of the following three (3) situations exists:
(i)
Situation No. 1.
(aa)
There is a proposed increase in gross floor area of a building or in land area covered by a structure other than a
building (over that approved on the original or amended site plan) which is not greater than ten percent (10%) of
the gross floor area or covered land area or 500 square feet, whichever is less (see Figure 40), except as provided
in (iii) below; or
(bb)
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There is a proposed relocation (in any direction) of any improvement (approved on the original or amended
plan) which is not greater than ten percent (10%) of the distance to the boundary line of the special exception or
twenty (20) feet, whichever is less (see Figure 41).
(ii)
Situation No. 2.
(aa)
There is a proposed expansion or addition of a parking lot or parking garage; or
(bb)
There is a proposed change in a landscape plan.
(iii)
Situation No. 3.
(aa)
There is a proposed increase in gross floor area of the hospital for an addition to the emergency room only; and
(bb)
There is a proposed relocation of the existing helipad of less than 150 feet to accommodate the addition
described in (aa).
(B)
The minor change request shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The contents of
the application shall be determined by the Planning Board. Along with filing the application, the applicant shall
submit an amended site plan and Statement of Justification. The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing
and notice shall be provided in the same manner as for the original application.
(C)
The Planning Board's decision to amend a site plan may be appealed to the District Council upon petition by any
person of record. The petition shall specify the error which is claimed to have been committed by the Planning
Board and shall also specify those portions of the record relied upon to support the error alleged. The petition
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the Planning
Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own motion
within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(i)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
amended site plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the site plan, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed
appropriate.
(ii)
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Within forty-five (45) days, the District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review.
Testimony at the hearing shall be limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the
hearing before the Planning Board.
(iii)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the amended site plan to the Planning Board to take further testimony
or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves an amended site plan, it shall make the same findings
which are required to be made by the Planning Board.
(iv)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(D)
Requests to amend the approved site plan in all instances other than those described in paragraph 6(A), above,
shall be filed concurrently with the Clerk of the Council and the office of the Planning Board. Upon receipt of
the request by the Clerk, the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall schedule a public hearing, which shall
occur not less than sixty (60), nor more than one hundred twenty (120), days after receipt of the request. The
request shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff, taking into consideration the requirements of this Subtitle. The
Technical Staff shall submit its recommendations to the Zoning Hearing Examiner within sixty (60) calendar
days from the date of filing. The public hearing shall be conducted by the Zoning Hearing Examiner, at which
time the applicant, the Planning Board, Technical Staff, and members of the public may comment on the
proposed amendment. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Section 27-129. The property shall be
posted with a sign in the same manner as required for original applications. After the close of the hearing record,
the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council.
(E)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's
Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the
hearing.
(F)
All amendments shall be in conformance with the purposes, regulations, and standards of this Section.
(G)
The approved amended site plan shall become the official site plan, as if it had been approved as a part of the
original application for a Special Exception.
(H)
The revised site plan shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Subtitle and with any conditions,
relating to the use, imposed by the District Council or Planning Board in the approval of the building or use.
(I)
When a minor change is approved by the Planning Board, any requirements or conditions deemed necessary to
protect adjacent properties and the general neighborhood may be added.
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(7)
Optional method of amending site plan.
(A)
Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 27-362(a)(6), the procedures in this paragraph 27-362(a)(7) may be
followed, at the applicant's option, to amend a Special Exception Site Plan for a health campus approved before
January 1, 1982, if the application involves at least ten (10) but no more than fifteen (15) acres; if the lots or
parcels which are the subject of the application contain a hospital; if all site plan amendments are confined to
those lots or parcels; and if the amendments meet all requirements in this paragraph.
(B)
The applicant shall meet all filing requirements for site plan amendments under paragraph (6). The application
shall be accepted for processing if it is signed by the owner of the subject lots or parcels where the hospital is
located and the improvements will be built.
(C)
Proposed site plan amendments under this paragraph (7) shall meet the following requirements:
(i)
Amendments may not reduce any setbacks required in this Subtitle or the Landscape Manual;
(ii)
The site plan as amended shall show compliance with all parking and loading requirements in Part 11;
(iii)
Amendments may not reduce the greenspace on the subject lots or parcels below twenty percent (20%) of the
area of the subject lots or parcels, but if site plan amendments reduce the greenspace on the subject lots, then the
greenspace requirement on all property covered by the Special Exception shall also be reduced to twenty percent
(20%); and
(iv)
Amendments may show the following improvements only: additions to the hospital building; one medical office
building; and parking structures required for the hospital or office building;
(D)
The application may be approved administratively by the Planning Director, subject to appeal to the Planning
Board, but no further administrative appeal is allowed. Notification and posting shall be provided in the same
manner as for the original application. Any person who requests it shall be registered as a person of record and
given written notice by first-class mail of the Planning Director's final decision. An appeal to the Planning Board
may be filed with the Planning Director by any person of record, within thirty (30) days of the mailing of notice
of the decision. The Planning Board shall hear and decide the appeal within sixty (60) days of its filing.
(8)
Conversion of hospital to health campus.
(A)
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Requests to convert an existing hospital to a health campus shall be made only for residential property
containing a minimum of twenty-five (25) acres and shall be processed in accordance with the requirements for
an amendment of a health campus site plan.
(CB-57-1986; CB-20-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-41-1998; CB-10-2002; CB-21-2002; CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-363. - Height limit, dwellings in R-10A and R-10 Zones.
(a)
The construction of any multifamily dwelling in excess of one hundred ten (110) feet in the R-10A or R-10 Zone
may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The approval of the Special Exception and the site plan shall be valid for only one (1) year. If, at the end of that
time, construction of the proposed dwelling has not begun, the approval shall be considered as having lapsed and
shall be of no effect. Construction will be deemed to have begun when all excavation and piers or footings of
one (1) or more dwellings have been completed.
(CB-57-1986; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-364. - Hospital; nursing or care home; eleemosynary or philanthropic institution.
(a)
A hospital, eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, or nursing or care home may be permitted, subject to the
following:
(1)
Hospital:
(A)
Total area - 5 contiguous acres;
(B)
Street frontage - 300 feet; and
(C)
Setback - 50 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(2)
Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, except exclusively office use:
(A)
Total area - 1 acre;
(B)
Street frontage - 150 feet;
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(C)
Setback - 25 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(3)
Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, exclusively office use, or office use with one (1) dwelling unit within
the main building which is subordinate in floor area to the office use:
(A)
Total area - 20,000 square feet;
(B)
Street frontage - 65 feet;
(C)
Setback - 25 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(4)
Nursing or care home where not more than ten (10) persons are cared for:
(A)
Total area - 1/2 acre;
(B)
Street frontage - 150 feet;
(C)
Setback - 25 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(5)
Nursing or care home in the C-O Zone where eleven (11) or more persons are cared for:
(A)
Total area - 2 acres, or 300 square feet per person cared for, whichever is greater;
(B)
Street frontage - 150 feet;
(C)
Setback - 25 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(6)
Nursing or care home in all other zones where this use is permitted by Special Exception, where eleven (11) or
more persons are cared for:
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(A)
Total area - 1/2 acre, plus 1,000 contiguous square feet for each person cared for above 10;
(B)
Street frontage - 150 feet;
(C)
Setback - 25 feet from all boundary lines of the Special Exception.
(CB-118-1991; CB-88-1993)
Sec. 27-365. - Hotel or motel.
(a)
A hotel or motel may be permitted (except those covered under Subsection (b), below), subject to the following:
(1)
The proposed use shall be located in an area which is or is to be developed with a concentration of industrial or
office uses;
(2)
The proposed use shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street with a right-of-way width of at
least seventy (70) feet;
(3)
The proposed use may include any of the following accessory uses. All accessory uses, and their square
footages, shall be shown on the approved site plan. Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Subtitle, these
accessory uses shall be permitted without obtaining a separate Special Exception:
(A)
Cocktail lounge or night club;
(B)
Gift shop;
(C)
Beauty shop;
(D)
Barber shop;
(E)
Auditorium;
(F)
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Recreational uses;
(G)
Sauna, public spa, or steam room;
(H)
Solarium;
(I)
Valet shop;
(J)
Similar retail stores and consumer service establishments;
(K)
Restaurant;
(L)
Meeting facilities; and
(M)
Lobby and registration area;
(4)
In reviewing the application, the District Council shall pay particular attention to surrounding existing and
proposed land uses and the compatibility of the hotel or motel and its accessory uses with the surrounding area.
(b)
In the R-R Zone, a motel (which may include an accessory swimming pool or public spa for the sole use of
transient guests) may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least five (5) acres;
(2)
The lot shall have frontage of at least two hundred (200) feet on and vehicular access to a street with a right-ofway width of at least one hundred twenty (120) feet;
(3)
If the subject property abuts land which is or is to be developed for residential purposes, a substantial, sightly
fence at least six (6) feet high shall be constructed and maintained along that part of the property line abutting
the residential land;
(4)
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No building, structure, or parking area shall be located less than:
(A)
Fifty (50) feet from the street line or land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C
Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(B)
Twenty-five (25) feet from land in a Commercial or Industrial Zone, or land proposed to be used for commercial
or industrial purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for
an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(C)
Two hundred (200) feet from an existing dwelling; or
(D)
One hundred fifty (150) feet from the center line of any street or public right-of-way;
(5)
Each guest room shall have its own toilet and washroom. Cooking facilities shall be prohibited in the rooms; and
(6)
A restaurant or coffee shop (without entertainment) shall be permitted as an accessory use, provided the subject
property contains at least seven (7) contiguous acres, and that the motel has at least fifty (50) guest rooms.
Parking for the restaurant shall be in addition to that required for the motel.
Sec. 27-366. - Insurance sales office.
(a)
The offices of not more than two (2) insurance brokers, agents, or salesmen may be permitted in a dwelling,
subject to the following:
(1)
At least one (1) of the brokers, agents, or salesmen shall be a bona fide resident of the dwelling;
(2)
Suitable office space is not available within the general vicinity;
(3)
At least fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the dwelling shall be devoted to residential use;
(4)
The use shall not alter the residential character or appearance of the premises; and
(5)
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Not more than one (1) nonresident clerical assistant may be employed on the premises.
(b)
A use and occupancy permit shall be required for the this use.
Sec. 27-367. - Junk yard.
(a)
A junk yard may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall be enclosed by a solid, sightly light-tight wall or fence at least eight (8) feet high, and found to be
satisfactory by the District Council;
(2)
The fence shall not be constructed of corrugated metal or fiberglass or sheet metal;
(3)
Outdoor storage shall not be visible from the ground level beyond the fence; and
(4)
Interior storage shall be located in a fireproof building.
Sec. 27-368. - Kennel.
(a)
A kennel may be permitted as a temporary Special Exception, if adjacent areas are predominantly undeveloped.
(b)
The District Council shall determine the period of time for which the Special Exception is valid, except in the OS Zone where the Special Exception shall be renewed every three (3) years.
(c)
In the O-S Zone, the subject property shall contain at least ten (10) contiguous acres.
Sec. 27-369. - Landscaping contractor's business.
(a)
A landscaping contractor's business may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least twenty-five (25) contiguous acres. The District Council may reduce
this area requirement to no less than five (5) contiguous acres provided: (A) In addition to the justification
statement, the applicant files an impact statement explaining the scope of the business, including without
limitation, the number of employees, the number and type of trucks and other vehicles and the provisions to
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protect adjoining and adjacent residential properties from noise, vibration, visual, odor, or other adverse effects;
and
(B)
The District Council determines, from the impact statement and evidence in the record, that landscaping,
screening, buffering, green area, or special conditions on the subject property will adequately protect adjoining
and adjacent residential properties.
(2)
The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient
capacity to accommodate the type and amount of traffic to be generated by the business;
(3)
Vehicular access to the subject property shall not be by means of streets internal to residential subdivisions;
(4)
All business operations (except the outdoor growing of nursery stock) shall be located at least two hundred (200)
feet from any abutting land in any Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan. The District Council may waive this setback requirement if it
determines that the buffer yard required in the Landscape Manual will adequately protect abutting residential
land. These operations shall be screened from the view of the abutting residential land in accordance with the
Landscape Manual; and
(5)
Outdoor storage of equipment and materials (except nursery stock) shall not be visible from a street.
(CB-1-1989; CB-21-2004)
Sec. 27-370. - Lawn mower or bicycle repair shop (motorized).
(a)
A shop for the repair of motorized lawn mowers and bicycles may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The entire operation shall be performed in a wholly enclosed building.
Sec. 27-371. - Limited professional uses in multifamily projects.
(a)
The offices of accountants, architects, clergymen, engineers, lawyers, medical practitioners, and those of similar
recognized and learned professions may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Office space suitable for the practice of the profession is unavailable in the nearest Commercial Zone;
(2)
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Office use shall be limited to not more than four (4) such professionals in any multifamily project;
(3)
The office shall not be located above the ground-level floor, and shall be so located, constructed, and sound
controlled as to protect tenants of the building from noise, odor, and office traffic;
(4)
The residential appearance of the exterior of the premises shall not be changed;
(5)
There is a demonstrated need for the use, based on population, the unavailability of other similar professionals in
the general vicinity, and other relevant factors; and
(6)
Although the use need not be located in a multifamily building, it shall be located within a multifamily project.
Sec. 27-371.01. - Marinas and marina expansions.
(a)
New marinas may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use is not located within the Buffer in any Resource Conservation Area;
(2)
The use shall comply with the sanitary requirements of the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, as
required in Code of Maryland Regulations 10.17.02, and all other State and local Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
regulations;
(3)
A means of minimizing the discharge of bottom wash waters from dry dock facilities into tidal waters shall be
established;
(4)
It shall be demonstrated that there will be adequate all-weather access from the landward side to accommodate
all proposed facilities;
(5)
It shall be demonstrated that there will be safe boating access from the marina to cruising waters;
(6)
The facilities shall be in conformance with the locational requirements set forth in the Master Plan, if applicable;
(7)
Only those facilities that require access to the water may be located within the Buffer;
2745/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(8)
To the extent possible, wetlands shall be preserved, and development shall be located in the upland areas;
(9)
Significant fish spawning grounds and shellfish harvesting areas shall be protected;
(10)
An economic feasibility study that justifies the uses, size, and types of boats that are included within the facility
shall be submitted with the application;
(11)
The boundaries of water and land which will receive ingress and egress of boats or similar waterborne vehicles
associated with the marina shall be shown in the application submittals;
(12)
Prior to the issuance of a building permit, evidence that the required State and federal permits and approvals
have been addressed shall be placed in the County's official Special Exception file;
(13)
It shall be demonstrated that the use will not adversely affect water quality;
(14)
The use is water-dependent, pursuant to the definition of water-dependent uses set forth in COMAR 14.15.03.01
and the criteria of COMAR 14.15.03.04.B, or, if the use is not water-dependent, structures or activities shall be
located outside the Buffer insofar as possible;
(15)
The use meets a recognized public or private need;
(16)
Adverse effects on water quality and on fish, plant, and wildlife habitats are minimized;
(17)
The use is consistent with the approved Master Plan for the area;
(18)
The activities will not significantly alter existing water circulation patterns or salinity regimes;
(19)
The water body upon which these activities are proposed has adequate flushing characteristics in the area;
(20)
Disturbance to wetlands, submerged aquatic plant beds, or other areas of important habitats will be minimized;
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(21)
Dredging shall be conducted in a manner, and using a method, which causes the least disturbance to water
quality and aquatic and terrestrial habitats in the area immediately surrounding the dredging operation or within
the Critical Area, generally;
(22)
Dredged spoil will not be placed within the Buffer or elsewhere in that portion of the Chesapeake Bay Critical
Area Overlay Zones which has been designated as a Habitat Protection Area, except as necessary for:
(A)
Backfill for permitted shore erosion protection measures;
(B)
Use in approved vegetated shore erosion projects;
(C)
Placement on previously approved channel maintenance spoil disposal areas; and
(D)
Beach nourishment; and
(23)
Interference with the natural transport of sand will be minimized.
(b)
Existing marinas may be expanded, subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall be in compliance with the above requirements for new marinas; and
(2)
It shall be demonstrated that the expansion will result in an overall net improvement in water quality.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989)
Sec. 27-372. - Massage establishment.
(a)
A massage establishment may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The structure in which the use is proposed shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from any land in
any Residential Zone, land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, or any school, library, park, recreational facility, or church.
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Sec. 27-372.01. - Medical Cannabis Uses—Dispensary (M-U-I and M-X-T Zones).
(a)
The boundaries of property used as a medical cannabis dispensary shall be:
(1)
at least 500 feet from any R-A, R-E, R-L, R-R, R-S, R-80, or R-55 Zone;
(2)
at least 500 feet from any recreation center, playground or trail owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission;
(3)
at least 500 feet from any school land uses; and
(4)
at least one mile from any other medical cannabis dispensary use.
(b)
Minimum parking requirements for a medical cannabis dispensary shall be at least equivalent to the minimum
parking requirements for a medical practitioner's office/medical clinic set forth in Part 11 of this Subtitle.
(c)
Medical cannabis dispensary is not permitted as an accessory use.
(d)
Outdoor signage shall be limited to building mounted signs and advertisement for cannabis or cannabis products
is prohibited.
(CB-5-2016; CB-41-2021)
Sec. 27-373. - Medical practitioner's office in a one-family dwelling.
(a)
A medical practitioner's office may be permitted in a one-family dwelling, subject to the following:
(1)
In each dwelling, there may be either two (2) practitioners who are bona fide residents of the dwelling or not
more than two (2) practitioners who are not bona fide residents of the dwelling;
(2)
The applicant shall demonstrate that there is a need for an additional practitioner in the area, based on the
population to be served and the availability of other practitioners in the general vicinity;
(3)
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Commercially zoned office space (suitable for the practice) is not available in the neighborhood;
(4)
The use shall not alter the residential character or appearance of the premises;
(5)
Not more than a combined total of four (4) nonprofessional assistants may be employed on the premises at any
one (1) time, whether in connection with a practitioner's office or another permitted use;
(6)
A use and occupancy permit shall be required for this use; and
(7)
The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall investigate all complaints about uses granted under this Section, and shall
forward a report thereon (with or without recommendation) to the District Council. The District Council may,
after sending notice to the property owner and following a public hearing held by the Zoning Hearing Examiner
in accordance with Section 27-129 on the matter, revoke, suspend, or modify the Special Exception, upon a
finding that the use has an adverse effect upon the neighborhood. The following procedures shall apply:
(A)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(B)
All persons of record shall be given at least ten (10) days written notice by the Clerk of the Council of the date
and time of the District Council's consideration of the matter.
(C)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(D)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(CB-56-1993)
Sec. 27-374. - Medical/residential campus.
(a)
A medical/residential campus for retirement-aged persons may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
General requirements.
(A)
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The campus shall primarily serve needs of the retirement-aged community. Age restrictions in conformance with
the Federal Fair Housing Act shall be set forth in covenants submitted with the application and shall be approved
by the District Council and filed in the land records at the time the final subdivision plat is recorded;
(B)
The campus shall achieve a balanced residential/medical environment which is unique to the neighborhood in
which it is located, and which cannot be achieved through the use of conventional zoning proposals;
(C)
Residences shall be functionally, physically, and architecturally integrated with service and recreational/activity
centers;
(D)
Medical services (if any) shall be conveniently located for the residents; and
(E)
Commercial or service-oriented uses shall be grouped together, and shall be located near the population being
served.
(2)
Specific requirements.
(A)
The subject property shall contain at least twenty-five (25) contiguous acres;
(B)
The site shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient capacity to
accommodate any traffic generated by the campus;
(C)
All buildings, structures, off-street parking compounds, and loading areas shall be located at least:
(i)
One hundred (100) feet from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an
R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(ii)
Fifty (50) feet from all other adjoining property lines (except street lines); and
(iii)
Twenty-five (25) feet from all adjoining street lines;
(D)
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All perimeter areas of the site shall be buffered or screened in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape
Manual, and the applicant shall demonstrate that the required buffer yards will provide reasonable sight and
sound barriers;
(E)
Not less than forty percent (40%) of the site shall be devoted to green area;
(F)
Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and other
requirements of the specific zone in which such campus is to be located, shall not apply to uses and structures
provided for in this Section. The dimensions and percentages shown on the approved site plan shall constitute
the regulations for development under a given Special Exception; and
(G)
Notwithstanding Section 27-118.1, more than one (1) dwelling may be located on a lot containing a one-family
dwelling.
(H)
Prior to approval of a Special Exception for a medical/residential campus for property for which a subdivision is
not approved for the entire property in accordance with the proposed medical/residential campus site plan, the
applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Zoning Hearing Examiner or of the District Council that the
entire development and use meet the following criteria:
(i)
Transportation facilities (including streets and public transit) which are existing, which are under construction,
or for which one hundred percent (100%) of the construction funds are allocated within the adopted County
Capital Improvement Program, within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, or will be
provided by the applicant, will be adequate to carry the anticipated traffic generated by the development based
on the maximum proposed density. The uses proposed will not generate traffic which would lower the level of
service anticipated by the land use and circulation systems shown on the approved General or Area Master
Plans, or urban renewal plans;
(ii)
Other existing or planned private and public facilities which are existing, under construction, or for which
construction funds are contained in the first six (6) years of the adopted County Capital Improvement Program
(such as public safety, recreation areas, water and sewerage systems, libraries, and fire stations, but excluding
schools) will be adequate for the uses proposed; and
(iii)
Notwithstanding subparagraphs (i) and (ii), above, where the application anticipates a construction schedule of
more than six (6) years, public facilities (existing or scheduled for construction within the first six (6) years) will
be adequate to serve the development proposed to occur within the first six (6) years. The Zoning Hearing
Examiner or the Council shall also find that public facilities will probably be adequately supplied for the
remainder of the project. In considering the probability of future public facilities construction, the Zoning
Hearing Examiner or the Council may consider such things as existing plans for construction, budgetary
constraints on providing public facilities, the public interest and public need for the particular development, the
relationship of the development to public transportation, or any other matter that indicates that public or private
funds will likely be expended for the necessary facilities.
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(3)
Uses.
(A)
Only those uses which appear on an approved site plan shall be permitted on the medical/residential campus.
The District Council may only approve those uses which provide a harmonious, balanced mix of medical,
residential, and limited commercial uses primarily serving campus residents, and public, quasi-public, and
medical services for the off-campus retirement-aged community. Other uses may include (but need not be
limited to) the following:
(i)
Dwellings, nursing and care homes, and congregate living facilities for the elderly or physically handicapped;
(ii)
Medical facilities, including professional offices, laboratories, clinics, professional or paramedical training
centers, and ambulatory care facilities. Business signs in conjunction with approved medical facilities shall be
permitted in accordance with the provisions of Part 12 applicable to the C-O Zone;
(iii)
Retail commercial uses which are strictly related and subordinate to the residential/medical character of the
campus and which directly serve the residents and employees of, or visitors to, the center, including retail uses
similar to those in the C-A (Commercial Ancillary) Zone. The uses should be chosen to reflect their local
orientation to the immediate campus vicinity and should be of a size and scope so as not to interfere with
existing or proposed retail uses located in the off-campus area. Business signs in conjunction with retail
commercial uses shall be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Part 12 of this Subtitle applicable to the
C-A Zone; and
(iv)
Recreational and social uses, such as athletic facilities, community centers, and assembly halls, limited to use
only by campus residents, employees, and guests.
(4)
Site plan and other submission requirements.
(A)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall set forth:
(i)
Existing and proposed topography at not more than five (5) foot contour intervals;
(ii)
Existing and proposed drainage patterns;
(iii)
Existing vegetation and other natural features; and
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(iv)
Proposed provisions for sediment control and storm water management.
(5)
Addition of land.
(A)
After the approval of a Special Exception, any addition of land to the campus shall be the subject of a new
Special Exception application. The site plan accompanying the new application shall include the required
information for both the previously approved campus and the proposed additional land. The approval of the new
site plan shall nullify the previously approved site plan. The additional land shall be contiguous to an approved
medical/residential campus, and may be less than twenty-five (25) acres.
(6)
Amendment of site plan.
(A)
Notwithstanding other provisions of this Subtitle concerning the revision of site plans, requests to amend a site
plan for a medical/residential campus shall only be approved by the District Council, and in accordance with this
paragraph.
(B)
Requests to amend the approved site plan shall be filed concurrently with the Clerk of the Council and the office
of the Planning Board. After receipt of the request by the Clerk, the Office of the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall
schedule a public hearing, which shall occur not less than sixty (60), nor more than one hundred twenty (120),
days after receipt of the request. The request shall be reviewed by the Technical Staff, taking into consideration
the requirements of this Subtitle. The Technical Staff shall submit its recommendations to the Zoning Hearing
Examiner within sixty (60) calendar days from the date of filing. The public hearing shall be conducted by the
Zoning Hearing Examiner, in accordance with Section 27-129, at which time the applicant, Planning Board,
Technical Staff, and members of the public may comment on the proposed amendments. The property shall be
posted with a sign in the same manner as required for original applications. After the close of the hearing record,
the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the District Council. Any person of
record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days of the filing of
the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all persons of record
may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of
Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(C)
All amendments shall be in conformance with the purposes, regulations, and standards of this Section.
(i)
The approved amended site plan shall become the official site plan, as if it had been approved as a part of the
original application for a Special Exception.
(CB-1-1989; CB-20-1991; CB-56-1993; CB-62-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-78-2005)
Sec. 27-374.01. - Methadone Treatment Centers.
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(a)
A methadone treatment center may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject structure shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from any residential zone, land proposed
to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone,
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, or property associated with any of the following: school, library,
park, playground, or recreational facility;
(2)
As a part of the Special Exception approval, the Council may impose other reasonable requirements deemed
necessary to safeguard the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community, taking into account the
character of surrounding properties and the general neighborhood, and any other uses on the subject property;
(3)
Vehicular access to the subject property shall be adequate, taking into account the scope of the facility, the type
and amount of traffic expected to be generated, and the type, service level, and capacity of the streets along
which the subject property has frontage; and
(4)
A statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The policies and goals of the center;
(B)
The characteristics and number of occupants to be served;
(C)
The type of care and activities proposed;
(D)
Operating methods and procedures proposed;
(E)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(F)
Other appropriate aspects of the center's operation.
(CB-103-1993)
Sec. 27-375. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-376. - Miscellaneous industrial, manufacturing, and related uses.
(a)
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Miscellaneous industrial, manufacturing, and related uses not specifically listed in the respective Industrial
Zones may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining the scope of the operation; and
(2)
The use shall be appropriate in the applicable zone, and in keeping with the purposes of the zone.
Sec. 27-377. - Mobile home.
(a)
A mobile home may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The mobile home shall be restricted to use as a one-family detached dwelling, and be subject to all requirements
of this Subtitle applicable to a one-family detached dwelling in the zone in which the mobile home is located;
(2)
The mobile home (and all of its enclosed extensions) shall be situated on, and securely anchored to, a mobile
home stand;
(3)
The mobile home (and all of its extensions) shall be suitably treated so that the undercarriage is hidden from
view;
(4)
The wheels of the mobile home shall be removed;
(5)
The proposed use shall not detract from the aesthetics of the surrounding neighborhood; and
(6)
The District Council may impose architectural, structural, or other requirements in order to give the mobile
home the appearance of a permanent one-family detached dwelling.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-378. - Model studio.
(a)
A model studio may be permitted only in the C-M Zone, and only if the applicant establishes the following, by
clear evidence:
(1)
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The proposed use will not tend to create a nuisance for other uses on the subject property, or for adjacent
properties or neighborhood residents, because of traffic, parking problems, noise, or lights on the subject
property, and the hours of operation of the use.
Sec. 27-379. through Sec. 27-381. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-382. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-383. - Newspaper publishing establishment; printing office.
(a)
A newspaper publishing establishment or printing office may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant shall submit written assurance from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
that the building is structurally safe for the use.
(CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-384. - Nonconforming buildings, structures, and uses; alteration, enlargement, extension, or
reconstruction.
(a)
The alteration, enlargement, extension, or reconstruction of any nonconforming building or structure, or certified
nonconforming use (except those certified nonconforming uses not involving buildings, those within the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones as specified in paragraph 7, below, unless otherwise provided, and
except for outdoor advertising signs), may be permitted subject to the following:
(1)
A nonconforming building or structure, or a building or structure utilized in connection with a certified
nonconforming use, may be enlarged in height or bulk, provided that the requirements of Part 11 are met with
respect to the area of the enlargement.
(2)
A certified nonconforming use may be extended throughout a building in which the use lawfully exists, or to the
lot lines of the lot on which it is located, provided that:
(A)
The lot is as it existed as a single lot under single ownership at the time the use became nonconforming; and
(B)
The requirements of Part 11 are met with regard to the extended area.
(3)
A certified nonconforming use may be reconstructed, provided that:
(A)
The lot on which it is reconstructed is as it existed as a single lot under single ownership at the time the use
became nonconforming;
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(B)
Either the nonconforming use is in continuous existence from the time the Special Exception application has
been filed through final action on the application, or the building was destroyed by fire or other calamity more
than one (1) calendar year prior to the filing date;
(C)
The requirements of Part 11 are met with respect to the entire use; and
(D)
The Special Exception shall terminate unless a building permit for the reconstruction is issued within one (1)
calendar year from the date of Special Exception approval, construction in accordance with the building permit
begins within six (6) months from the date of permit issuance (or lawful extension), and the construction
proceeds to completion in a timely manner.
(4)
When not otherwise allowed, a certified nonconforming use may be otherwise altered by the addition or
relocation of improvements, such as fencing, landscaping, off-street parking and loading areas, and outdoor trash
enclosures, or the relocation of buildings or other improvements within the boundary lines of the lot as it existed
as a single lot under single ownership at the time the use became nonconforming.
(5)
Any new, or any addition to, or alteration or relocation of an existing building or other improvement (which is
either nonconforming or utilized in connection with a certified nonconforming use), shall conform to the
building line, setback, yard, and height regulations of the zone in which the certified nonconforming use is
located. The District Council may further restrict the location and bulk of the building or structure where the
evidence so warrants. If the use is presently permitted by Special Exception in the zone, the new building,
improvement, or addition shall conform to all of the physical requirements of the specific Special Exception use.
(6)
The District Council may grant this Special Exception for property within a one hundred (100) year floodplain
only after it has determined that the proposed enlargement, extension, reconstruction, or alteration will:
(A)
Not require additional filling in the floodplain;
(B)
Not result in an increase in elevation of the one hundred (100) year flood; and
(C)
Conform with all other applicable requirements of this Subtitle and of Division 2 of Subtitle 4, "Building," of
this Code, entitled "Construction or Changes in Floodplain Areas."
(7)
In a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, a Special Exception shall not be granted where the existing lot
coverage in the CBCA exceeds that allowed by Section 27-548.17, and which would result in a net increase in
the existing lot coverage in the CBCA. In addition, a Special Exception shall not be granted which would result
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in converting a property which currently meets the lot coverage in the CBCA requirements of Section 27-548.17
to a nonconforming status regarding lot coverage in the CBCA, except if a finding of extenuating circumstances
is made, such as the necessity to comply with other laws and regulations.
(b)
Applications for this Special Exception shall be accompanied by a copy of the Use and Occupancy Permit for
the certified nonconforming use, as provided for in Section 27-241(b).
(c)
In a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, in order to permit the alteration, enlargement, extension, or
reconstruction of any nonconforming building or structure or nonconforming use, the District Council shall find
that:
(1)
Special conditions or circumstances exist that are peculiar to the subject land or structure and that a literal
enforcement of the Overlay Zone provisions would result in unwarranted hardship;
(2)
A literal interpretation of the County's Critical Area Program regulations would deprive the Applicant of rights
commonly enjoyed by other properties in similar areas within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones;
(3)
The granting of a Special Exception would not confer upon an Applicant any special privilege that would be
denied by this Subtitle to other lands or structures within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones;
(4)
The request for a Special Exception is not based upon conditions or circumstances which are the result of actions
by the Applicant, nor does the request arise from any condition relating to land or building use, either permitted
or nonconforming, on any neighboring property;
(5)
The granting of a Special Exception would not adversely affect water quality or adversely impact fish, wildlife,
or plant habitat within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, and that the granting of the variance would be in
harmony with the general spirit and intent of the applicable laws within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area; and
(6)
The application for a Special Exception has been made in writing to the District Council or Zoning Hearing
Examiner, if applicable, with a copy provided to the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission.
(CB-57-1989; CB-65-1990; CB-24-1991; CB-104-1992; CB-7-1993; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-385. - Nursery and garden center.
(a)
A nursery and garden center may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
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The display and sale of items not grown on the premises shall be incidental to the nursery operation. The display
area for these items shall involve not more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total gross display and sales
area on the subject property;
(2)
The display, sale, or repair of motorized nursery or garden equipment shall not be permitted;
(3)
The subject property shall contain at least one (1) acre; and
(4)
All sales and loading areas shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting street right-of-way.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-386. - Offices (general business and professional).
(a)
General business and professional offices may be permitted in a multifamily dwelling or apartment hotel, subject
to the following:
(1)
The lot on which the multifamily dwelling or apartment hotel is located shall be at least eight (8) contiguous
acres;
(2)
Professional offices may include the offices of the following:
(A)
Accountants;
(B)
Architects;
(C)
Clergymen;
(D)
Lawyers;
(E)
Medical practitioners; and
(F)
Those of similar recognized and learned professions;
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(3)
General business offices may include any business office in which the majority of personal client contact will
occur off the premises. These offices may include the following:
(A)
Real estate sales agents;
(B)
Insurance sales agents; and
(C)
Travel agents;
(4)
All offices shall be located and constructed in a manner which protects tenants of the building from noise and
traffic, and maximizes their privacy;
(5)
All offices shall be located in a single building and not above ground level at the front of the building;
(6)
There shall be no separate entrance to the offices directly from outside the building;
(7)
One freestanding sign identifying the offices may be permitted in accordance with Section 27-616;
(8)
Off-street parking and loading areas shall be provided for all offices, in addition to those provided for the
residential uses. As a part of the approval of the Special Exception, the Council may allow a reduction in this
number of required spaces. The reduction shall be based on either:
(A)
The percentage of office space to be used only to serve residents; or
(B)
The availability of parking for offices, because during the times the offices need the spaces, the residents do not
need them; and
(9)
No individual office shall exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet of gross floor area.
(CB-73-1985)
Sec. 27-387. - Office (other than accessory to another use).
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(a)
An office not accessory to another use may be permitted in the I-4 Zone, subject to the following:
(1)
An impact statement shall be provided, setting forth:
(A)
The nature of the business to be conducted in the office;
(B)
The maximum number of persons expected to be on the premises at any one time;
(C)
The number of traffic trips expected to be generated during the arrival and departure times of employees, and
during the peak hours of business; and
(D)
Evidence in support of the information requested in (B) and (C), above;
(2)
A medical practitioner's office may include a private spa.
(3)
The District Council shall find that:
(A)
The use is in keeping with the purpose of the I-4 Zone; and
(B)
The use will not create, or substantially contribute to, traffic problems in the area, when compared with other
uses permitted in the I-4 Zone.
Sec. 27-388. - Outdoor display of merchandise.
(a)
The outdoor display of merchandise for retail sale or rental may be permitted to be located more than six (6) feet
from the main building, subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall not obstruct the normal flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-389. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-390. - Paper and paperboard products.
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(a)
The manufacturing of paper and paperboard products may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be located in a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions proposed for the control of noxious odors;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken;
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-391. - Paper recycling collection center.
(a)
The collection, storage, and shipping of recyclable paper may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, an existing street with sufficient
capacity to accommodate the type and amount of traffic expected to be generated by the proposed use;
(2)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building. There shall be no outdoor storage;
(3)
The property shall be kept clean and free from debris;
(4)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
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The proposed hours of operation;
(C)
The type and amount of traffic expected to be generated; and
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area;
(5)
The proposed use of the subject property shall be appropriate, given the nature of development and uses of
adjacent properties and in the general neighborhood.
Sec. 27-392. - Parking lot (required) serving adjacent Commercial or Industrial Zone.
(a)
A parking lot which serves a use in an adjacent commercial or industrial zone may be permitted, subject to the
following:
(1)
The land proposed for the lot shall either immediately adjoin, or be directly across the street from, the
commercially or industrially zoned land to be served;
(2)
The parking lot shall contain not more than one hundred (100) parking spaces, or twenty percent (20%) of the
minimum number of spaces required by Part 11, whichever is less;
(3)
The parking lot shall be necessary in order to comply with the minimum requirements of Part 11; and
(4)
The District Council may require additional landscaping and screening to protect adjacent properties against
intrusion.
Sec. 27-393. - Parking lot, commercial.
(a)
A commercial automobile parking lot may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The location of driveways or access points will not endanger pedestrians or create traffic hazards;
(2)
No storage, dismantling, or demolition of vehicles shall take place on the premises; and
(3)
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In the C-A Zone, the parking lot shall be located within two (2) miles of a Metro rapid transit station, with
shuttle service provided to the station.
Sec. 27-394. - Parking of commercial vehicles.
(a)
A commercial vehicle having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight specification of greater than 17,000 pounds
may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Where possible, the vehicle should be parked at least three hundred (300) feet from any dwelling on any
adjoining lot, existing at the time of application;
(2)
The applicant shall demonstrate that the anticipated noise levels will not be detrimental to the use of adjacent
properties; and
(3)
The vehicle shall be adequately screened from adjacent residentially zoned properties.
(CB-3-1985; CB-35-1993)
Sec. 27-394.01. - Pawnshop.
(a)
A pawnshop may be permitted by Special Exception, subject to the following:
(1)
The structure in which the use is proposed shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any school,
library, park, recreational facility, and historic site, resource, or district identified on the current Adopted Historic
Site and District Plan, or National Register Site or Historic District.
(2)
As a part of the Special Exception approval, the Council may impose other reasonable requirements deemed
necessary to safeguard the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community, taking into account the
character of surrounding properties and the general neighborhood and any other uses on the subject property.
(3)
No Special Exception shall be permitted for a pawnshop located within 2,000 feet of another pawnshop.
(4)
Parking of motor vehicles pledged as collateral permitted on the subject property shall be in addition to parking
required pursuant to Part 11.
(CB-28-1997)
Sec. 27-395. - Planned retirement community.
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(a)
A planned retirement community may be permitted, subject to the following criteria:
(1)
Findings for approval.
(A)
The District Council shall find that:
(i)
The proposed use will serve the needs of the retirement-aged community;
(ii)
The proposed use will not adversely affect the character of the surrounding residential community; and
(iii)
In the R-A Zone, there shall be a demonstrated need for the facility and an existing medical facility within the
defined market area of the subject property.
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall set forth the proposed traffic circulation
patterns.
(3)
Regulations.
(A)
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, dwelling unit
types, and other requirements of the specific zone in which the use is proposed shall not apply to uses and
structures provided for in this Section. The dimensions and percentages shown on the approved site plan shall
constitute the regulations for a given Special Exception.
(B)
The subject property shall contain at least twelve (12) contiguous acres.
(C)
The average number of dwelling units per acre shall not exceed eight (8) for the gross tract area.
(D)
In the R-A Zone, buildings shall not exceed three (3) stories.
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(E)
In the I-3 Zone, the following shall apply:
(i)
The gross tract area shall be a minimum of ninety (90) acres with at least twenty-five percent (25%) of its
boundary adjoining residentially-zoned land or land used for residential purposes;
(ii)
The property shall have at least one hundred fifty (150) feet of frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a
public street;
(iii)
All buildings shall be set back a minimum of seventy-five (75) feet from all nonresidentially-zoned boundary
lines or satisfy the requirements of the Landscape Manual, whichever is greater; and
(iv)
The property shall be located within two (2) miles of mass transit, regional shopping, and a hospital.
(F)
In the I-3 and C-O Zones, townhouses shall comply with the design guidelines set forth in Section 27-274(a)(11)
and the regulations for development set forth in Section 27-433(d).
(4)
Uses.
(A)
The planned retirement community shall include a community center or meeting area, and other recreational
facilities which the District Council finds are appropriate. These recreational facilities shall only serve the
retirement community. The scope of the facilities shall reflect this fact. The Council may only permit a larger
facility which serves more than the retirement community if the facility is harmoniously integrated with the
retirement community and the surrounding neighborhood. All recreational facilities shall be constructed prior to,
or concurrent with, the construction of the residential units, or in accordance with a schedule approved by the
District Council;
(B)
Retail commercial uses, medical uses, health care facilities, and other uses which are related to the needs of the
community may be permitted.
(5)
Residents' age.
(A)
Age restrictions in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act shall be set forth in covenants submitted with
the application and shall be approved by the District Council, and filed in the land records at the time the final
subdivision plat is recorded.
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(6)
Recreational facilities.
(A)
Covenants guaranteeing the perpetual maintenance of recreational facilities, and the community's right to use the
facilities, shall be submitted with the application. The covenants shall be approved by the District Council, and
shall be filed in the land records at the time the subdivision plat is recorded. If the recreational facilities are to be
part of a condominium development, a proposed condominium declaration showing the recreational facilities as
general common elements shall be approved by the District Council, and shall be recorded (pursuant to Title II
of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland) at the time the subplat is recorded.
(CB-144-1987; CB-1-1989; CB-77-1991; CB-89-1999; CB-22-2002; CB-78-2005)
Sec. 27-396. - Private school.
(a)
A private school which offers instruction at levels above the sixth grade may be permitted, subject to the
following:
(1)
There is a demonstrated need for the proposed use in the area;
(2)
The proposed site is of sufficient size to properly accommodate a school of the type proposed without adversely
affecting abutting land uses;
(3)
No private school shall be located in a multifamily dwelling or in any building of a multifamily project;
(4)
The Council may specify the maximum number of students to be enrolled, which may not be increased by State
or local health, education, or fire regulations; and
(5)
If the school offers general academic instruction below college level, an outdoor play area (or other outdoor
activity area) shall be provided, which shall have a usable space of at least one hundred (100) square feet per
student. This area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and shall
be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least five (5) feet high.
(b)
A private school which offers a partial or complete program of elementary school (including kindergarten) or
nursery school may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The Council may specify the maximum number of children to be enrolled, which may not be increased by State
or local health, education, or fire regulations;
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(2)
An outdoor play area shall be provided, which shall have a usable space of at least one hundred (100) square feet
per child. This area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and
shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high;
(3)
No private school, other than a nursery school, shall be located in any multifamily dwelling or in any building of
a multifamily project;
(4)
In the C-W, C-M, I-1, I-2, and I-4 Zones, a day care center for children shall be allowed only if the Council finds
that existing development and uses in the neighborhood (particularly on adjacent properties) will not adversely
affect the proposed use.
(c)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show:
(1)
The character of the proposed use;
(2)
The proposed enrollment;
(3)
The location of all dwellings located on adjoining lots; and
(4)
The location and size of outdoor play (or activity) areas.
(d)
Any private school which has, on or before the effective date of this Ordinance, fully complied with the
provisions of this Subtitle in effect at that time shall not be required to meet the requirements of this Section,
provided that the school has not been expanded, or the use changed, since that time. Any expansion or change
shall be governed by the provisions of this Section, or of Sections 27-443, 27-463, or 27-541.
(e)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the total number of students enrolled in the school at any
one time. If there are separate morning, afternoon, and evening sessions, each one of which is attended by
different students, enrollment shall mean the number of students enrolled in the session having the largest
number of students.
(f)
Medical uses, including, but not limited to medical practitioners' offices, education programs, medical clinics
and laboratories may be permitted on a property with an approved special exception for a private school,
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provided that a separate Health Campus operating pursuant to an approved Special Exception is located within
500 feet of the property which is approved as a private school, and is in accordance with the following:
(1)
An additional medical use may locate on the campus of an existing private school, as a permitted use, and shall
not require an amendment to the approved Special Exception for the private school use, provided that the
additional medical use is located within a building on the private school campus that was constructed prior to
January 1, 2016.
(2)
If additional parking is required to accommodate the additional medical use, the parking may be approved in
accordance with the provisions of Section 27-325 of this Subtitle.
(3)
An amendment to an approved Special Exception for a private school is required for an additional medical use
on the campus of an existing private school that is located within a building constructed after January 1, 2016, or
located within an addition to an existing building on the private school campus, in accordance with Section 27324 of this Subtitle.
(CB-133-1984; CB-28-1985; CB-33-1985; CB-23-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-98-2015)
Sec. 27-397. - Public utility use or structure.
(a)
A public utility use or structure may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use, at the location selected, is necessary for public convenience and service, and cannot be supplied with
equal public convenience if located elsewhere;
(2)
Public utility buildings and structures in any Residential Zone, or on land proposed to be used for residential
purposes, in a Planned Community Zone shall (whenever feasible) have the exterior appearance of residential
buildings;
(3)
Overhead lines, poles, radio or television transmitter towers, and other towers shall not be located in airport
approach areas; and
(4)
In Residential Zones, or on land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, telephone, radio, or television transmission towers shall be set back (from the boundary line
of the Special Exception) a distance equal to its height (measured from its base) plus fifty (50) feet.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-398. - Racetracks, pari-mutuel.
2769/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(a)
A pari-mutuel racetrack (for horse racing) may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least one hundred (100) contiguous acres;
(2)
A racetrack may be used for any of the following:
(A)
Temporary living accommodations, such as trailer pads, mobile homes, and utility hookups, which are used
during the permitted racing season by employees, horsemen, owners, or other persons employed in connection
with the racetrack, and their families, for not more than two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per
calendar year;
(B)
One (1) circus and one (1) fair per calendar year (in addition to benefit functions and performances permitted
below), not to exceed a twenty (20) calendar-day period for each;
(C)
Trade shows, such as automobile, boat, agricultural, and science shows; exhibitions such as art, handicraft, or
antique shows; auctions, flea markets, fashion shows, beauty pageants;
(D)
Dog, cat, horse shows, and rodeos;
(E)
Government-sponsored events and educational conferences;
(F)
Benefit functions (including but not limited to carnivals and bazaars) sponsored and managed by charitable,
patriotic, fraternal, educational, religious, political, or civic organizations that are local to or serve Prince
George's County;
(G)
Dinner theaters;
(H)
Tennis, handball, and other racquet facilities; horse boarding and horse riding instruction, track meets, and
jousting tournaments; and
(I)
Accessory buildings and uses.
(3)
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The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall investigate all complaints about uses and shall forward a report on them
(with or without recommendation) to the District Council. The District Council may, after giving notice to the
property owner and following a public hearing held by the Zoning Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section
27-129, revoke, suspend, modify, or impose conditions upon any of the uses granted, upon a finding that the use
adversely affects the health or safety of the residents or workers in the area or is detrimental to the use or
development of adjacent properties or the general neighborhood. The following procedures shall apply:
(A)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council.
(B)
Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen (15) days
of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed, all
persons of record may testify before the District Council.
(C)
Persons arguing shall adhere to the District Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty
(30) minutes for each side, and to the record of the hearing.
(CB-94-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-56-1993; CB-1-2004)
Sec. 27-399. - Real estate sales office.
(a)
The offices of not more than two (2) real estate brokers, agents, or salesmen may be permitted, subject to the
following:
(1)
At least one (1) of the brokers, agents, or salesmen shall be a bona fide resident of the dwelling;
(2)
Suitable office space is not available within the general vicinity;
(3)
At least fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the dwelling shall be devoted to residential use;
(4)
The use shall not alter the residential character or appearance of the premises; and
(5)
Not more than one (1) nonresident clerical assistant may be employed on the premises.
(b)
A use and occupancy permit shall be required for this use.
Sec. 27-400. - Recreational campground.
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(a)
A recreational campground may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The campground shall be reasonably accessible to an improved public street, and access shall not be by means of
streets internal to residential subdivisions for one-family dwellings. Access to campsites shall be provided by
well-maintained driveways within the campground. No vehicular access shall be located within three hundred
(300) feet of any school, fire station, or hospital;
(2)
The subject property shall contain at least five (5) acres;
(3)
Active recreational areas, consisting of facilities such as swimming pools, children's playgrounds, fishing and
boating ponds, shuffleboard courts, tennis courts, bike trails, and golfing facilities shall take up at least ten
percent (10%) of the gross campground area, and shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from all boundary lines
of the Special Exception.
(4)
Camping trailers shall be parked only on designated campsites, which shall be at least thirty (30) feet wide and
contain at least one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet each. No campsite shall be located less than one
hundred (100) feet from any street line or fifty (50) feet from any other boundary line of the Special Exception
or any structure (other than a utility structure or campsite shelter) in the campground;
(5)
Retail, service, and commercial recreational activities (including a public spa), which only serve the customary
needs of campers, are permitted, provided that:
(A)
The uses are secondary to the campground;
(B)
The uses are internally oriented;
(C)
The uses do not have direct access to a public street; and
(D)
The uses do not display separate signs (from any signs for the campground) which are visible from a street;
(6)
No camping trailer shall be located in a recreational campground for an indefinite period of time. No camping
trailer temporarily parked in a campground may be occupied for more than three (3) months in any twelve (12)
month period. The wheels of a camping trailer may only be removed for temporary purposes of repair or to
attach the trailer to the ground for stabilization;
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(7)
Campsites shall not be located on slopes which exceed fifteen percent (15%). Existing vegetation shall be
cleared only when necessary for campground facilities and only in accordance with the approved site plan; and
(8)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show:
(A)
The physical characteristics of the site (including existing and planned topography and major stands of trees);
(B)
The proposed type and location of campsites (including designated walk-in sites);
(C)
Proposed pedestrian pathways and bikeways; and
(D)
A description of the utilities to be provided.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-401. - Recycling plant.
(a)
A recycling plant for textiles, rubber products, nonferrous metals, or miscellaneous materials may be permitted,
subject to the following;
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
There shall be no outside storage of materials used in the operation;
(3)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions proposed for control of any noxious odors;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
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(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-402. - Retail sales and consumer service establishments.
(a)
Retail sales and consumer service establishments may be permitted in a multifamily dwelling or apartment hotel,
subject to the following:
(1)
The lot upon which the multifamily dwelling or apartment hotel is located shall contain at least eight (8)
contiguous acres;
(2)
The establishments shall be limited to a drug store, amusement arcade (five hundred (500) square foot
maximum), sauna, solarium, reducing/ exercise salon, health club, newsstand, barber shop, beauty shop, valet
shop, delicatessen, and eating and drinking establishment;
(3)
The establishments shall primarily serve the residents of the multifamily dwelling or project;
(4)
All of the establishments shall be located in a single building;
(5)
The establishments shall not be located above the ground level floor at the front of the building, except eating
and drinking establishments, saunas, solariums, and health clubs, which may be located on the top floor of the
same building in which the other establishments (if any) are located;
(6)
There shall be no separate entrance directly from the outside of the building to any of the establishments;
(7)
No sign indicating the existence of the establishments shall be visible from outside the building;
(8)
The establishments shall be located and constructed in a manner which protects the tenants of the building from
noise and traffic, and maximizes their privacy;
(9)
Deliveries from the establishments shall be made only to residents or occupants of the building or development;
(10)
No group of retail sales establishments shall be considered an "integrated shopping center"; and
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(11)
Off-street parking and loading areas shall be provided for all such establishments, in addition to those provided
for the residential uses. As a part of the approval of the Special Exception, the Council may allow a reduction in
this number of required spaces when the establishments will be used only by residents.
(CB-73-1985)
Sec. 27-403. - Riding stable.
(a)
A riding stable may be permitted as a temporary Special Exception, if adjacent areas are predominantly
undeveloped.
(b)
The District Council shall determine the period of time for which the Special Exception is valid.
(c)
A riding stable may be permitted in the V-L and V-M Zones, provided the District Council finds that the
proposed use:
(1)
Preserves the agricultural land, open space, scenic vistas, and environmental features of the area;
(2)
Complements the natural characteristic of the area; and
(3)
Provides enjoyment or recreational activities, including passive recreational activities, for the residents of the
Zone.
(CB-117-1991; CB-10-1992)
Sec. 27-404. - Rifle, pistol, or skeet shooting range.
(a)
In the O-S, R-A, and R-R Zones, a pistol or outdoor rifle or skeet shooting range may be permitted, if adjacent
areas are predominantly undeveloped.
(b)
In the C-S-C Zone, an indoor pistol or rifle range may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the proposed operation;
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(B)
Provisions to be taken for soundproofing and safety; and
(C)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding uses and the general neighborhood;
(2)
The use shall be incidental to a sporting goods shop;
(3)
The use shall be wholly enclosed;
(4)
The proposed safety measures are adequate, taking into account the location of the proposed use, the scope of
the operation, and the nature and proximity of surrounding uses.
Sec. 27-404.01 - Reserved.
Editor's note— CR-81-2012 repealed the enactment of CB-18-2007 regarding "Rural Entertainment Park",
(Chapter 10, 2007 Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland), effective October 16, 2012.
CB-107-2012 repealed the enactment of CB-18-2007 regarding "Rural Entertainment Park" (Chapter 10, 2007
Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland), effective November 20, 2012.
Sec. 27-405. - Sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
Wet-processing of sand and gravel (including only washing, screening, classifying, crushing, and stockpiling of
natural materials), may be permitted, subject to the criteria below:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least fifty (50) contiguous acres. This minimum acreage requirement may
be waived by the District Council, provided the property has direct vehicular access to an existing four (4) lane
highway.
(2)
Initially, the Special Exception shall be valid for twenty (20) years, unless the District Council grants some
lesser time period. Extensions of specific periods may be granted if a new Special Exception application is filed
and no substantial adverse impact is found in the continuation of the use. When the subject property is in a
Residential Zone, extensions of time may be granted only where the area surrounding the property is not
substantially developed with incompatible uses;
(3)
Fixed installations that involve washing, screening, classifying, and crushing facilities, and parking and storage
areas for trucks and heavy equipment, shall be located at least four hundred (400) feet from all boundary lines of
the subject property; fixed installations that involve automobile parking, and settling ponds shall be located at
least two hundred (200) feet from all boundary lines of the subject property; and nonstructural installations that
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involve stockpiles of natural material shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from all boundary lines of
the subject property. The District Council may waive the three hundred (300) foot setback for stockpiles of
natural material when it determines that adequate screening and buffering are being provided.
(4)
The site plan and information accompanying the application for Special Exception shall be reproducible, or
twelve (12) copies shall be submitted. In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall
show:
(A)
The location of all washing, screening, classifying, and crushing facilities;
(B)
The location of all natural material stockpiles;
(C)
The internal traffic circulation system;
(D)
The parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment;
(E)
The settling ponds and water bodies;
(F)
The source of water to be used in the operation; and
(G)
The identification of the trucks and heavy equipment to be used in the plant operation.
(5)
All applications for Special Exception shall be accompanied by the following:
(A)
A stormwater concept plan approved pursuant to Section 4-322 of this Code;
(B)
A preliminary noise assessment;
(C)
A horizontal profile illustrating all structures and stockpiles; and
(D)
A grading plan that illustrates existing and proposed topography.
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(6)
At least thirty (30) calendar days prior to the hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the applicant shall
file a traffic analysis with the Zoning Hearing Examiner for inclusion with the original application, and send a
copy to the Planning Board. The traffic analysis shall include the volume of traffic expected to be generated by
the operation, and shall identify the streets to be used between the site and the nearest other street (to be used)
that has a minimum paved width of twenty-four (24) feet for the predominant length of the street.
(7)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as to not endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the
driveways and the interior traffic circulation system. Any ingress or egress driveway shall have a minimum
width of twenty-two (22) feet, and shall be paved for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet from the
boundary line of the Special Exception.
(8)
The Technical Staff Report prepared in response to the application shall include a current, Countywide inventory
of the locations, dates of approval, and conditions of approval concerning haul routes and estimated loads per
day, for all approved and pending Special Exceptions for sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and
rubble fills, and surface mining, as indicated by the record in the case. The inventory shall also include the
locations of all nonconforming sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and rubble fills, and surface
mining operations throughout the County that were certified after September 6, 1974.
(b)
In reviewing the application, the District Council shall consider the use of techniques which provide for noise
attenuation.
(c)
All information required as part of the Special Exception application shall be referred to the Prince George's
County Department of Public Works and Transportation, Prince George's County Soil Conservation District,
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, Maryland State Highway Administration, and Maryland State Water Resources Administration for
comment. These agencies shall be given forty-five (45) days to reply. A copy of the same information shall also
be submitted to the Sand and Gravel Advisory Committee.
(d)
Wash plants, including ponds, spoil sites, and equipment, are prohibited within the Buffer, as defined in the
Conservation Manual, in any of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones.
(e)
In reviewing the application for compliance with the required findings set forth in Sections 27-317(a)(4) and 27317(a)(5), the District Council shall consider the inventory required in Section 27-405(a)(8).
(CB-16-1984; CB-45-1986; CB-72-1987; CB-1-1989; CB-3-1990; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-405.01. - Class 3 fills.
(a)
A Class 3 fill may be permitted as a temporary Special Exception, subject to the following:
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(1)
Within one hundred and twenty (120) days after an application for a Class 3 fill is accepted by the Planning
Board, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a public hearing. The Zoning Hearing Examiner's written
decision on an application shall be issued within thirty (30) days after the public hearing. Where the District
Council makes the final decision, the Council's final order shall be issued within sixty (60) days of the
Examiner's decision.
(2)
Initially, a Special Exception for a new Class 3 fill shall be valid for five (5) years, unless the District Council
grants some lesser time period. Extensions of specific periods may be granted not to exceed five (5) years. At
least one calendar year prior to the expiration of a Special Exception for a Class 3 fill, a request for an extension
shall be filed with the Zoning Hearing Examiner. The applicant shall also send a copy of the request, in
accordance with the informational mailing requirements of Section 27-125.01, to all adjoining property owners
and civic associations. The Examiner shall conduct a public hearing in accordance with all requirements and
procedures for the initial application. The filing fee for the extension shall be one-half the amount of the fee for a
new application.
(3)
If a proposed Class 3 fill includes a rock crusher or other processing equipment, its location shall be shown on
the site plan.
(4)
A traffic report, prepared in accordance with the Planning Board's "Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic
Impact of Development Proposals," shall be submitted with the application and shall include an analysis of haul
routes for the truck traffic generated by the use.
(5)
The subject property shall not be located within a three (3) mile radius of properties containing an active or preexisting approved or non-conforming Class 3 fill, sanitary landfill, transfer station, rubble fill, recycling facility,
mining facility, sludge facility, processing facility, sand and gravel operation, or wash plant.
(6)
Fill operations shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet of an existing residence, school, day care
center, church, hospital, nursing home/assisted living facility or community center.
(7)
A Class 3 fill shall meet the buffering and screening requirements of the Landscape Manual, shall have a one
hundred (100) foot non-disturbance buffer from all property lines, and shall include landscaping or berms
sufficient to screen fill operations from adjoining residentially-zoned property, property containing a use listed in
Subsection (a)(6), and public streets or highways. All berms and landscaping shall be installed in the initial
phase of development, before fill is placed on site.
(8)
The height limitations for the fill operation shall be determined during Special Exception review. No slope grade
may exceed 3:1.
(9)
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The fill operation shall have a staging area with equipment for cleaning truck wheels and a minimum twenty-two
(22) foot paved access road designed to accommodate no more than twenty-five (25) trucks.
(10)
The site entrance shall have a gate which is locked when the fill is not in operation. Hours and days of operation
shall be limited as part of the Special Exception review.
(11)
Site or operational personnel shall be on site during hours of operation.
(12)
The site shall have proper signage showing the name of the operator, the permit number, hours of operation,
telephone number of the operator, as well as provide directional signs for internal truck traffic and haul routes.
The site plan shall also provide for final reclamation and stabilization of the site at the cessation of the fill
operation.
(13)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall conduct semi-annual site inspections for
Class 3 fill sites and prepare a written report on the evaluation of the operations on the site, which shall include
all indications of noncompliance with all County and State regulations. A copy of the report shall be provided to
the County Council and shall also be available for review by the public.
(14)
A haul road permit shall be obtained from the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to proposed Class 3 fill sites.
(15)
A street construction permit shall be obtained from the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to proposed Class 3 fill sites.
(CB-87-2003; CB-29-2014; CB-20-2018)
Sec. 27-406. - Sanitary landfill; rubble fill.
(a)
A sanitary landfill or rubble fill may be permitted as a temporary Special Exception.
(b)
The District Council shall determine the period of time for which the Special Exception is valid.
(c)
In the R-E Zone, the landfill is only allowed if the neighborhood is substantially undeveloped and the landfill is
an extension of an existing sanitary landfill on abutting land for which the approved Special Exception has not
expired. This is not an amendment to an approved Special Exception under Subdivision 10 of Division 1, above.
(d)
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An application for a sanitary landfill or rubble fill that includes a "rock crusher" on the site must show the
location of the proposed rock crusher on the site plan.
(e)
The applicant shall provide a traffic study that is prepared in accordance with Planning Board Guidelines for
Analysis of Traffic Impact of Development Proposals.
(f)
The applicant shall provide a visual analysis of any proposed mounds and should include cross sections and
results from balloon tests.
(g)
The applicant shall address how odors emanating from fill materials will be mitigated.
(h)
The Technical Staff Report prepared in response to the application shall include a current, Countywide inventory
of the locations, dates of approval, and conditions of approval concerning haul routes and estimated loads per
day for all approved and pending Special Exceptions for sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and
rubble fills, and surface mining, as indicated by the record in the case. The inventory shall also include the
locations of all nonconforming sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and rubble fills, and surface
mining operations throughout the County that were certified after September 6, 1974.
(i)
In reviewing the application for compliance with the required findings set forth in Sections 27-317(a)(4) and 27317(a)(5), the District Council shall consider the inventory required in Section 27-406(e).
(j)
The Technical Staff Report prepared in response to an application for a rubble fill shall include an analysis of
need based on the most current available projections of residential and employment growth in Prince George's
County over a fifteen-year period. The District Council shall consider this analysis when determining
compliance with the finding required in Subsection (h), below, and when determining the period of time for
which the Special Exception is valid.
(k)
When approving a Special Exception for a rubble fill, the District Council shall find that the proposed use is
necessary to serve the projected growth in Prince George's County, by applicant proof that without the proposed
use the County's projected growth will be adversely affected. Proof of a future deficit in or absence of Countywide fill capacity does not by itself constitute proof that a proposed fill is necessary to serve the projected
growth in the County.
(CB-15-1990; CB-3-1990; CB-85-1992; CB-8-2003; CB-28-2005)
Sec. 27-406.01. - Satellite dish antenna.
(a)
A satellite dish antenna over ten (10) feet in diameter may be permitted to serve only one (1) dwelling unit
where the applicant can show that usable satellite signals cannot be obtained with a smaller size antenna.
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(b)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991)
Sec. 27-407. - Sawmill.
(a)
A sawmill for the cutting of timber grown on the premises may be permitted as a temporary Special Exception,
subject to the following:
(1)
The District Council shall determine the period of time for which the Special Exception is valid;
(2)
No machinery shall be located less than fifty (50) feet from any boundary line of the Special Exception;
(3)
All machinery shall be secured against unauthorized use; and
(4)
After the removal and cutting of timber, all debris and sawdust piles shall be removed, and the premises shall be
left in a sightly condition.
Sec. 27-407.01. - Seafood market.
(a)
A seafood market may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant shall show a need for the use in the neighborhood;
(2)
The size and location of, and access to, the establishment shall be oriented toward meeting the needs of the
neighborhood;
(3)
The proposed use shall not unduly restrict the availability of land, or upset the balance of land use, in the area for
other allowed uses;
(4)
In the I-1 and I-2 Zones, the proposed use shall be located in an area which is developed, or proposed for
development, with a concentration of industrial or office uses;
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(5)
The retail sale of alcoholic beverages from a seafood market approved in accordance with this Section is
prohibited.
(CB-49-1987)
Sec. 27-407.02. - Skating facility.
(a)
A skating facility may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use is proposed on a site comprising at least five (5) gross acres.
(2)
The main building on the site shall be set back at least one hundred (100) feet from all property lines.
(3)
All required parking shall be provided on-site, unless off-site parking on an abutting lot is provided.
(4)
Any ancillary restaurant shall be entirely integrated within the skating facility, and shall not have access from the
exterior of the skating facility.
(5)
The skating facility shall be wholly enclosed. Special noise attenuation measures shall be considered on all walls
facing land in a residential zone or land used for residential purposes.
(b)
Special consideration shall be given to outdoor display, outdoor activity, advertisement, lighting, hours of
operation, and other aspects of the proposed operation to assure that the health, safety, and general welfare of the
community will be protected.
(CB-89-1994)
Sec. 27-408. - Smoking and curing of food products; pickling processes.
(a)
The smoking and curing of food products and pickling processes may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building; and
(2)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
2783/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions to be made for control of noxious odors;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-409. - Soap, cleaner, polish, sanitation products, bleach, or detergent manufacturing.
(a)
The manufacturing of soaps, cleaners, polishes, sanitation products, bleaches, or detergents may be permitted,
subject to the following:
(1)
All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building;
(2)
There shall be no outside storage of raw materials or finished products;
(3)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation;
(B)
The provisions to be made for control of noxious odors;
(C)
The pollution control measures to be taken; and
(D)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
Sec. 27-409.01. - Spa, community.
A community spa may be permitted, subject to the requirements of Section 27-411 applicable to community
swimming pools.
Sec. 27-409.02. - Spa, public.
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(a)
A public spa may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
No person under the age of sixteen (16) years shall be admitted into the establishment, unless accompanied by a
parent or guardian;
(2)
At least one (1) person with a current Advanced First Aid Certificate issued by the American Red Cross, or its
equivalent, shall be on the premises at all times during operation; and
(3)
The proposed use shall not constitute a nuisance because of noise, physical activity, or other cause.
Sec. 27-409.03. - Stationery or office supply corporate headquarters (including office, showroom, and
distribution).
(a)
A stationery or office supply corporate headquarters including an office, showroom, and distribution (with no
retail sales), may be permitted in the C-O Zone subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall be located in an office building complex on at least twenty (20) contiguous acres of C-O zoned
property;
(2)
The maximum total floor area devoted to a warehouse-showroom shall not exceed 100,000 square feet;
(3)
The maximum floor area ratio of the warehouse-showroom per lot (including floodplain) shall not exceed .36;
(4)
Of the total floor area of combined office and warehouse-showroom use in any one building the maximum floor
area allocated to the warehouse-showroom component shall not exceed eighty percent (80%); and
(5)
Any building containing the warehouse-showroom shall be located at least two hundred seventy-five (275) feet
from any land in any Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved
Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-116-1986)
Sec. 27-410. - Surface mining.
(a)
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The surface mining of natural materials or deposits (including sand, gravel, or clay pits; rock or stone quarries;
and the removal of earth or topsoil) may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Heavy machinery may be used for the extraction of natural material or deposits from the site. Except in the I-2
Zone, heavy machinery may not be used for washing, refining, or other processing, unless a Special Exception is
granted for sand and gravel wet-processing under the provisions of Section 27-405;
(2)
The use shall not be noxious, offensive, or otherwise objectionable by reason of dust, smoke, or vibration;
(3)
The land areas exposed by the extraction and removal of natural materials or deposits shall be left suitable for
development. A grading plan shall be submitted (along with the site plan) showing the existing and proposed
ground elevations of the site, adjacent land, and all abutting streets. The exposed land area shall have a slope not
greater than three-to-one (3:1), except where any portion of the site is developed for port or harbor facilities;
(4)
The Special Exception shall be valid for not longer than five (5) years, except where the use is located:
(A)
In an R-R Zone which is predominantly undeveloped for a radius of one (1) mile from the operation; or
(B)
In an I-2 Zone;
(5)
In addition to the requirements of Section 27-296(c), the site plan shall show an estimate of the time required for
the removal of the material;
(6)
At least sixty (60) calendar days prior to the hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the applicant shall file
a traffic analysis with the Zoning Hearing Examiner for inclusion in the record, and shall send a copy to the
Planning Board. The traffic analysis shall include the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the
operation, and shall identify the streets to be used between the site and the nearest street (to be used) that has a
minimum paved width of twenty-four (24) feet for the predominant length of the street;
(7)
Driveways or access points shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The surface material to be used on the driveways shall be identified on the
site plan. Any access driveway shall be at least twenty-two (22) feet wide, and shall be paved for a distance of at
least two hundred (200) feet from the boundary line of the Special Exception.
(8)
The Technical Staff Report prepared in response to the application shall include a current, Countywide inventory
of the locations, dates of approval, and conditions of approval concerning haul routes and estimated loads per
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day for all approved and pending Special Exceptions for sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and
rubble fills, and surface mining, as indicated by the record in the case. The inventory shall also include the
locations of all nonconforming sand and gravel wet-processing, sanitary landfills and rubble fills, and surface
mining operations throughout the County that were certified after September 6, 1974.
(b)
In the I-3 Zone, the use shall be staged in conformance with the required Conceptual Site Plan. The District
Council may require (as a condition of approval) that this use be terminated prior to a Detailed Site Plan being
approved for another use included on the Conceptual Site Plan.
(c)
In the M-A-C, L-A-C, E-I-A, R-U, R-M, and R-S Zones, no surface mining operation may be permitted after a
Specific Design Plan for the subject property has been approved. An application for this Special Exception may
only be accepted, and the Special Exception granted, if no Specific Design Plan has yet been filed for the subject
property.
(d)
In reviewing the application, the District Council shall consider the use of techniques which provide for noise
attenuation.
(e)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B.
(f)
In reviewing the application for compliance with the required findings set forth in Sections 27-317(a)(4) and 27317(a)(5), the District Council shall consider the inventory required in Section 27-410(a)(8).
(CB-16-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-1-1989; CB-3-1990; CB-93-1992; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-411. - Swimming pools; community.
(a)
A community swimming pool may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The swimming pool (including the apron, filtering and pumping equipment, and buildings) shall be located at
least:
(A)
Seventy-five (75) feet from land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on
an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(B)
Twenty-five (25) feet from land in a Commercial or Industrial Zone, or land proposed to be used for commercial
or industrial purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for
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an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan; and
(C)
One hundred twenty-five (125) feet from an existing dwelling on an adjacent lot.
(2)
The use of any public address or other loudspeaker system shall be restricted to that necessary for safety
purposes, and shall not be used for the playing of music of other entertainment.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-412. - Taxicab dispatching station.
(a)
A taxicab dispatching station may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
No dismantling or demolition of vehicles shall take place on the premises.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-413. - Temporary structures and uses; wayside stands.
(a)
Temporary real estate subdivision sales offices, wayside stands, or contractors' offices, construction yards, sheds,
or storage buildings may be permitted (when not otherwise allowed), subject to the following:
(1)
Adequate access, setbacks, parking facilities, and screening shall be provided; and
(2)
The Special Exception shall be valid for not longer than five (5) years. The District Council, upon application
and without a public hearing, may grant extensions of time, not to exceed three (3) years for each extension.
(b)
Wayside stands, and the display of goods, shall be located not less than twenty-five (25) feet from a street line.
(c)
A temporary contractor's office, construction yard, construction shed, or storage building may be permitted in
connection with a construction project, provided that no item stored or assembled on the property is sold on the
property.
Sec. 27-414. - Theater, outdoor (drive-in).
(a)
An outdoor (including a drive-in) theater may be permitted, subject to the following:
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(1)
The subject property shall contain at least five (5) contiguous acres;
(2)
The motion picture screen shall be oriented away from both developed residential areas and abutting streets;
(3)
The use shall be enclosed by a solid, sightly, light-tight wall or fence at least eight (8) feet high, of a type
approved by the District Council;
(4)
The fence shall not be constructed of corrugated metal or fiberglass, or sheet metal;
(5)
The parking area within the theater shall be designed to prevent headlights from shining onto adjacent
properties; and
(6)
There shall be no amplified sound system used on the premises, except for emergency situations, traffic
direction, and the small, individual speaker boxes to be attached to patrons' vehicles.
Sec. 27-415. - Tourist cabin camp.
(a)
A tourist cabin camp may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least five (5) contiguous acres;
(2)
The camp property shall be at least two hundred (200) feet from any permanent residential building, unless
separated by a street, railroad, river, hedge, fence, or other similar natural or artificial barrier deemed adequate
by the District Council. In this case, the distance may be reduced to fifty (50) feet;
(3)
All buildings and structures shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from all boundary lines of the Special
Exception;
(4)
The camp shall be laid out into tourist cabin plots, each having the following minimum dimensions:
(A)
Area - 1,000 square feet;
(B)
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Plot width - 25 feet;
(C)
Driveway frontage - 20 feet;
(D)
Distance from sanitary or laundry facilities building - 20 feet;
(5)
Each tourist cabin plot shall be defined by markers at the corners;
(6)
Each cabin shall be at least fifteen (15) feet from any other cabin; and
(7)
Each plot shall contain only one (1) cabin, and no cabin shall be occupied by more persons than it was designed
for.
Sec. 27-415.01. - Tobacco shops, electronic cigarette shops or a retail tobacco business.
(a)
Tobacco shops, electronic cigarette shops, or a retail tobacco business may be permitted by Special Exception,
subject to the following:
(1)
The structure in which the use is proposed shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any school,
library, park, recreational facility, and historic site, resource, or district identified on any applicable Historic Site
and District Plan, a National Register Site, or an Historic District. This provision shall not apply to a Retail
Tobacco Business within a Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature with Video
Lottery Facility uses in accordance with Section 27-548.01.04 of this Subtitle.
(2)
In its final decision to approve a Special Exception for the use, the Council may impose other reasonable
requirements deemed necessary to safeguard the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community,
taking into account the character of surrounding properties and the general neighborhood, and any other uses on
the subject property.
(3)
No Special Exception shall be permitted for a tobacco shop, electronic cigarette shop, or a retail tobacco
business located within 2,000 feet of another tobacco shop, electronic cigarette shop, or a retail tobacco
business. In addition, the use shall be limited to specified daily hours of operation, which shall be from 10:00
a.m. until 10:00 p.m. This provision shall not apply to a Retail Tobacco Business or Retail Tobacco Businesses
within a Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature with Video Lottery Facility uses.
(4)
Tobacco shops, electronic cigarette shops or retail businesses shall not be accessory uses.
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(CB-92-2015; CB-15-2017; CB-86-2018)
Editor's note— Effective November 17, 2015, Section 5 of CB-92-2015 enacted by the County Council
requires an existing tobacco shop or electronic cigarette shop in the C-A, C-S-C, C-W, C-R-C, M-X-T, M-X-C,
and M-U-I Zones as of January 1, 2016, with a valid use and occupancy permit for a tobacco shop, or a use that
included activity that meets the definition of an "electronic cigarette shop" may continue upon approval of a
Special Exception in accordance with Part 4 of this Subtitle. Applications for tobacco shop and/or electronic
cigarette shop uses shall be accepted for filing by the Planning Board on or before June 1, 2017.
Sec. 27-416. - Tower, pole, monopole, or antenna.
(a)
A tower, pole, or monopole for the support of an antenna (electronic, radio, television, transmitting, or receiving)
may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
In the Commercial and Industrial Zones, and for land in a Residential Zone owned by a public entity, the
structure shall generally be set back from all property lines and dwelling units a distance equal to the height of
the structure (measured from its base). The District Council may reduce the setback to no less than one-half (1/2)
the height of the structure based on certification from a registered engineer that the structure will meet the
applicable design standards for wind loads of the Electronic Industries Association (EIA) for Prince George's
County. In the Residential Zones, on privately owned land, the structure shall be set back from all property lines
and dwelling units a distance equal to the height of the structure (measured from its base);
(2)
On privately owned land, the structure shall not be used to support lights or signs other than those required for
aircraft warning or other safety purposes;
(3)
Any tower or monopole which was originally used, but is no longer used, for telecommunications purposes for a
continuous period of one (1) year shall be removed by the tower or monopole owner at the owner's expense; and
(4)
Any related telecommunication equipment building shall be screened by means of landscaping or berming to
one hundred percent (100%) opacity.
(CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997; CB-13-1998; CB-65-2000)
Sec. 27-416.01. - Townhouses.
(a)
Townhouses may be permitted in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, and R-18C Zones subject to the following:
(1)
The Site Plan shall be designed in accordance with the guidelines set forth in Section 27-274(a)(11); and
(2)
The use shall comply with the requirements of Section 27-433.
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(CB-55-1996)
Sec. 27-416.02. - Transfer station.
(a)
A transfer station may be permitted subject to the following:
(1)
Hours of operation shall occur only between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.;
(2)
The building associated with the use shall be set back at least five hundred (500) feet from all property lines;
(3)
The applicant shall identify measures that will be taken to control any noxious and offensive odors;
(4)
All activities pertinent to the transferring of solid waste shall be conducted in a wholly enclosed building which
has an impervious surface for loading and unloading solid waste, and is capable of accommodating all types of
solid waste hauling vehicles; and
(5)
The use shall not commence until the State of Maryland has issued all applicable permits including, but not
limited to, a transfer station permit.
(CB-71-1994; CB-55-1996)
Sec. 27-416.03. - Vehicle lubrication and tune-up facilities.
(a)
A vehicle lubrication or tune-up facility may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Service activity on any motor vehicle shall be completed within twenty-four (24) hours or less, and no vehicle
may be stored on the property for longer than this period;
(2)
The demolition or junking of motor vehicles is prohibited; and
(3)
The District Council shall find that the proposed use will not unduly restrict the availability of land, or upset the
balance of land use, in the area for other trades and commercial uses.
(CB-43-1987; CB-55-1996)
Editor's note— CB-43-1987 provided that any vehicle lubrication or tune-up facility previously approved for
special exception or building or use and occupancy permit as a vehicle (automobile) parts or tire store with
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installation or as an automobile filling station shall be deemed to have been approved as a vehicle lubrication or
tune-up facility as of July 10, 1987.
Sec. 27-417. - Vehicle and trailer rental display.
(a)
The display for rental purposes of motor vehicles (except dump trucks), trailers, boats, camping trailers, or other
vehicles may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Rental vehicles shall be parked on a hard-surfaced area, which is resistant to erosion and adequately treated to
prevent dust emission;
(2)
The gross weight of trucks shall not exceed twenty thousand (20,000) pounds each;
(3)
In addition to the buffering requirements in the Landscape Manual, the use shall be screened from existing or
proposed residential development by a six (6) foot high opaque wall or fence. The fence or wall shall not contain
any advertising material, and shall be maintained in good condition. This screening may be modified by the
District Council where the parking area is already effectively screened from residential property by natural
terrain features, changes in grade, or other permanent, natural, or artificial barriers.
(b)
If the rental use is in conjunction with another use, it shall be subject to the following:
(1)
A Special Exception is required to validate the rental use, irrespective of the commencement date of the use; and
(2)
Off-street parking for the use shall be provided in addition to the off-street parking required for the other
business.
(c)
If the use is a totally separate business (not in connection with any other business), it shall be subject to the
following:
(1)
The area devoted to rental purposes shall not be more than sixty percent (60%) of the net lot area; and
(2)
The display shall be set back at least thirty (30) feet from the street line.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-417.01. - Vehicle parts and tire store (including installation).
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(a)
A vehicle parts and tire store, including installation facilities, may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
All sales and installation operations shall be conducted within a wholly enclosed building, with no outdoor
storage;
(2)
Installation activity on any motor vehicle shall be completed within forty-eight (48) hours or less. No vehicle
may be stored on the property for longer than this period; and
(3)
The demolition or junking of motor vehicles is prohibited.
Sec. 27-417.02. - Vehicle, boat, mobile home, trailer, and camping trailer sales room or lot.
(a)
A motor vehicle, boat, mobile home, trailer, and camping trailer sales room or sales lot for operable vehicles
may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The number and type of vehicles which are permitted on the lot shall be determined on a case-by-case basis,
taking into account factors such as gross vehicle weight, vehicle size, the nature of vehicles (commercial,
industrial, earth-moving equipment, passenger, or other vehicle type).
Sec. 27-417.03. - Vehicle salvage yard.
(a)
A vehicle salvage yard may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The use shall be enclosed by a solid, sightly, light-tight wall or fence at least eight (8) feet high, and found to be
satisfactory by the District Council;
(2)
The fence shall not be constructed of corrugated metal or fiber glass, or sheet metal;
(3)
Outdoor storage shall not be visible from the ground level beyond the fence; and
(4)
Interior storage shall be located within a fireproof building.
Sec. 27-418. - Wholesaling or distribution uses.
(a)
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A wholesaling or distribution use not otherwise allowed may be permitted in the I-1 Zone, subject to the
following:
(1)
An impact statement shall be submitted explaining:
(A)
The scope of the operation; and
(B)
The compatibility of the use with the surrounding area.
(2)
The District Council shall find that the proposed use is in keeping with the purposes of the I-1 Zone.
PART 4A. - MODERATELY PRICED DWELLING UNITS.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 27-418.01. through Sec. 27-418.04. - Repealed.
Editor's note— CB-47-1996 provided that any dwelling unit constructed pursuant to a building permit issued
prior to January 21, 1997, for the construction of a Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit shall be deemed in
compliance with Subtitle 27 and shall not be considered to be a nonconforming structure or use. CB-47-1996
further provided that the zoning regulations pertaining to net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width or
frontage, and yards applicable to any lot or dwelling to be constructed in the R-55 or R-80 Zones pursuant to a
preliminary plat of subdivision that included a requirement for the provision of Moderately Priced Dwelling
Units approved on or before January 21, 1997, shall be the minimum standards set forth on the approved
preliminary plat, detailed site plan, and final plat. Any dwelling unit constructed in accordance with the
standards approved on the preliminary plat shall be deemed in compliance with Subtitle 27 and shall not be
considered to be a nonconforming structure or use.
PART 5. - RESIDENTIAL ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-419. - Bedroom percentages.
Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, the regulations concerning bedroom percentages
shall not apply to multifamily residential uses on or after October 1, 2019.
(CB-29-2020)
Sec. 27-419.01. - Improvements to existing multifamily development.
(a)
In multifamily developments existing as of January 1, 1990, in the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10, and R-H
Zones, the following improvements may be added pursuant to the issuance of building permits, regardless of
whether such existing development conforms with the current requirements of the Subtitle:
(1)
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Fence or wall;
(2)
Trash enclosure;
(3)
Guard booth;
(4)
Canopy;
(5)
Playground and outdoor play area for a day care center for children;
(6)
Landscaping;
(7)
Day care centers for children in multifamily units;
(8)
Antenna, otherwise permitted in the zone;
(9)
Equipment room for telecommunications located inside an existing building;
(10)
New access or parking;
(11)
Day care center for children located within an existing free-standing building in a project in excess of one
hundred (100) units, with a maximum of one (1) per project, provided that it is located in a "Hot Spot" as
defined in State law or "Revitalization Area," it is operated by a nonprofit entity, and at least 50% of the children
are residents of the project;
(12)
With the exception of multifamily developments which are subject to an approved Detailed Site Plan, an
increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the gross floor area of a building, not to exceed 2,000 square feet
of gross floor area, provided the increase is to allow for the enlargement of an existing area used for recreational
purposes.
(b)
Such improvements shall conform to any applicable regulations in this Subtitle.
(c)
2796/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

In multifamily developments existing as of January 1, 1990, a Special Exception is not required for an Urban
Farm in the R-18 Zone.
(CB-65-1990; CB-70-1995; CB-24-1999; CB-95-2000; CB-30-2012; CB-76-2013; CB-99-2015)
Sec. 27-420. - Fences and walls.
(a)
Unless otherwise provided, fences and walls (including retaining walls) more than six (6) feet high shall not be
located in any required yard, and shall meet the setback requirements for main buildings. (See Figure 42.) On
lots consisting of one (1) acre or less, fences in the front yard shall not be more than four (4) feet high unless a
variance is approved by the Board of Appeals. In the case of a corner lot consisting of one (1) acre or less,
fences in the front yard or side yard shall not be more than four (4) feet high unless a variance is approved by the
Board of Appeals. Fences constructed pursuant to a validly issued building permit prior to October 1, 2008, shall
not be deemed nonconforming; however, replacement of an existing fence must comply with the four (4) foot
limitation.
(b)
In the R-T Zone (or any other zone developed in accordance with the R-T Zone), walls or fences up to eight (8)
feet high may be constructed anywhere in the rear yard without meeting setback requirements.
(c)
For zero lot line development approved for a lot created under the optional residential design approach
provisions of Subtitle 24, walls or fences up to eight (8) feet high may be located in any yard without meeting
the setback requirements.
(d)
Walls and fences more than four (4) feet high (above the finished grade, measured from the top of the fence to
grade on the side of the fence where the grade is the lowest) shall be considered structures requiring building
permits.
(e)
Stranded barbed and/or razor wire are prohibited on all fences and walls, except for land that is assessed for
agricultural use, and land used for installation and operation of high-voltage equipment at substations for
electrical generation, transmission, and distribution in connection with providing public utility service in the
County by a regulated public utility.
(f)
Electrically charged/energized fences are prohibited, except for land that is assessed for agricultural use.
(g)
Except for fences less than four (4) feet in height, fences not requiring a permit, and fences on land assessed as
agricultural uses, all structural support (vertical posts and horizontal rails) shall face the interior of the subject
lot. (See Figure 42.1).
(CB-72-2008; CB-22-2009; CB-3-2015; CB-4-2016)
Sec. 27-421. - Corner lot obstructions.
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On a corner lot, no visual obstruction more than three (3) feet high (above the curb level) shall be located within
the triangle formed by the intersection of the street lines and points on the street lines twenty-five (25) feet from
the intersection. (See Figure 43.)
(CB-37-1988)
Sec. 27-421.01. - Frontage.
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code. Additional
provisions are contained in Sections 27-431(d) and (e) and 27-433(e) and (f).
(CB-46-1985)
Sec. 27-422. - Extensions and projections.
(a)
Bay windows.
(1)
A bay window, oriel, entrance, vestibule, or balcony may project up to three (3) feet beyond the front or rear
building line, if the projection is not more than ten (10) feet long (measured along the building). (See Figure 44.)
(b)
Cornices and eaves.
(1)
Cornices and eaves may project up to two and one-half (2 1/2) feet beyond the building line. The projection shall
be at least two (2) feet from any lot line. (See Figure 45.)
(c)
Steps and porches.
(1)
Steps, terraces, and open porches (not over one (1) story high) may extend beyond the front building line up to
nine (9) feet. (See Figure 46.)
(2)
On a corner lot having a side yard (along a street) at least twenty-five (25) feet deep, steps, terraces, and open
porches (not over one (1) story high) may extend beyond the side building line along the street up to nine (9)
feet. No other required side yard may be encroached upon. (See Figure 46.)
(3)
Except in the R-20 Zone, no required rear yard shall be encroached upon by the extension. In the R-20 Zone, no
porch, terrace, or other extension shall be extended beyond the rear building line so as to encroach into the
twenty-five (25) foot area between any garage and the main building. No such extension shall limit access to any
other garage which requires an easement over the rear yard for driveway purposes. (See Figure 47.)
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(4)
No open porch, step, terrace, or other projection which extends beyond a building line shall be enclosed and
under roof. In the R-20 Zone, no open porch, step, terrace, or other projection (other than a storm vestibule on
the front or rear of a triple-attached dwelling) shall be enclosed.
(d)
Ornamental features.
(1)
Sills, leaders, belt courses, and similar ornamental features may project up to six (6) inches beyond the building
line. (See Figure 48.)
(e)
Fire escapes.
(1)
Fire escapes and outside open stairways may project up to four and one-half (4 1/2) feet beyond the building
line. The stairway shall not be enclosed. (See Figure 49.)
(f)
Chimneys.
(1)
One (1) chimney, not more than six (6) feet wide along the building, may project up to eighteen (18) inches
beyond the building line. (See Figure 50.)
Sec. 27-423. - Lot size averaging.
The maximum number of lots permitted under lot size averaging on a given tract is equal to the gross acreage
divided by the largest minimum net lot area permitted in the zone. The smallest net lot area permitted is
specified in those zones in which lot averaging is permitted. At least fifty percent (50%) of the lots created on
any tract under lot size averaging shall equal or exceed the largest minimum net lot area permitted in the zone.
Lot size averaging is only permitted if the preliminary plat of subdivision was accepted prior to July 1, 2006.
(CB-6-2006)
Sec. 27-424. - Swimming pools.
(a)
All outdoor swimming pools in the R-E, R-R, R-80, R-55, R-35, and R-20 zones shall be enclosed by a fence at
least six (6) feet high. If the pool is constructed above grade, and a fence or railing (the top of which is at least
six (6) feet above grade) is attached to it, another separate fence shall not be required. (See Figure 51.)
(b)
Outdoor swimming pools shall meet the setback requirements for a main building (not for accessory structures).
Pools accessory to one-family detached dwellings need only be located eight (8) feet from the rear lot line.
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Sec. 27-424.01. - Dwellings as accessory buildings.
(a)
In any Residential Zone, a dwelling shall be a main building on the lot on which it is located, except in the
following instances where a dwelling may be considered an accessory building (on the same lot as another
building housing the principal use of such lot):
(1)
Dwellings for tenant farmers which are accessory to farming activities and to the principal dwelling;
(2)
Convents, monasteries, rectories, parsonages, and the like, which are accessory to churches;
(3)
Dormitories, staff housing facilities, and the like, which are accessory to institutional uses (schools, hospitals,
and the like);
(4)
Guest Houses which are accessory to the main dwelling; and
(5)
Dwellings which are secondary to a permissible nonresidential principal use.
(b)
A dwelling which is an accessory building in a Residential Zone shall be subject to all regulations applicable to a
main building in that zone, in lieu of any other provisions of this Subtitle pertaining to the location and height of
accessory buildings in Residential Zones.
(CB-118-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-86-1988)
Sec. 27-424.02. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling, or one (1) or more satellite dish antenna(s) to
serve any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each
antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals. Where
usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted and located in the rear yard. If usable
signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall be ground-mounted and located in
either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard location, the antenna may be mounted
on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna be located in the front yard. On lots
having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the main building faces a side
street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear, side and front of the
building.
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(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted satellite dish antenna, when such
antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991)
Sec. 27-424.03. - Cluster development.
(a)
Cluster developments in the R-80 and R-55 Zones may include all types of attached one-family dwellings only
if:
(1)
A preliminary plat of subdivision for cluster development was approved by the Planning Board prior to
September 1, 1986;
(2)
The approved preliminary plat showed attached one-family dwellings, in accordance with the regulations in
effect prior to September 1, 1986; and
(3)
The final plat of subdivision was filed and approved within the appropriate time period prescribed in Subtitle 24
of this Code.
(b)
Any cluster development for which the preliminary plat of subdivision was approved by the Planning Board
prior to September 1, 1986, may be developed in accordance with the approved plat, provided the final plat of
subdivision was filed and approved within the appropriate time period prescribed in Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(CB-54-1986)
Sec. 27-424.04. - Mobile homes as accessory buildings.
(a)
In the O-S and R-A Zones, a mobile home may be used as an accessory building on the same lot on which it was
legally erected as a dwelling, or on the same lot, at least twenty-five acres in size, on which it was used for
agricultural storage purposes, if:
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(1)
The living facilities have been removed from the mobile home;
(2)
The structure is in compliance with Section 13-120 of the County Code; and
(3)
The mobile home has not been enlarged since it was used as a dwelling or for agricultural storage purposes.
(CB-36-1994)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC RESIDENTIAL ZONES.
Sec. 27-424.05. - R-O-S Zone (Reserved Open Space).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-O-S Zone are:
(A)
To encourage the preservation of large areas of agriculture, trees, and open spaces;
(B)
To protect scenic and environmentally sensitive areas;
(C)
To ensure the retention of certain areas for nonintensive, active or passive recreation uses; and
(D)
To provide for a limited range of public, recreational, and agricultural uses.
(2)
The use of the R-O-S Zone is intended to facilitate the permanent maintenance of certain areas of the County,
both publicly and privately owned, in an undeveloped state.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-O-S Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
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Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-O-S Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-73-1994)
Sec. 27-425. - O-S Zone (Open Space).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the 0-S Zone are:
(A)
To provide for low density and development intensity as indicated on the General or Area Master Plans; and
(B)
To provide for areas which are to be devoted to uses which preserve the County's ecological balance and
heritage, while providing for the appropriate use and enjoyment of natural resources.
(2)
The use of the O-S Zone is intended to promote the economic use and conservation of agriculture, natural
resources, residential estates, nonintensive recreational uses, and similar uses.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the O-S Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
O-S Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-426. - R-A Zone (Residential-Agricultural).
(a)
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Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-A Zone are:
(A)
To provide for large-lot one-family detached residential subdivisions, while encouraging the retention of
agriculture as a primary land use;
(B)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces; and
(C)
To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-A Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-A Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-427. - R-E Zone (Residential-Estate).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-E Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family detached residential
subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
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To facilitate the planning of one-family residential developments with large lots and dwellings of various sizes
and styles;
(C)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces in order to create an estate-like atmosphere; and
(D)
To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-E Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-E Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-428. - R-R Zone (Rural Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-R Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family detached residential
subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
To facilitate the planning of one-family residential developments with moderately large lots and dwellings of
various sizes and styles;
(C)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces; and
(D)
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To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-R Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-R Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-429. - R-80 Zone (One-Family Detached Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-80 Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family detached residential
subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
To facilitate the planning of one-family residential developments with medium-sized lots and dwellings of
various sizes and styles;
(C)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces; and
(D)
To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-80 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
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(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-80 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-430. - R-55 Zone (One-Family Detached Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-55 Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family detached residential
subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
To facilitate the planning of higher density one-family residential developments with small lots and dwellings of
various sizes and styles;
(C)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces; and
(D)
To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-55 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-55 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
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(CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-431. - R-35 Zone (One-Family Semidetached, and Two-Family Detached, Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-35 Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family semidetached and two-family
detached residential subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
To facilitate the planning of higher density one- and two-family residential developments with small lots and
dwellings of various sizes, types, and styles;
(C)
To provide for a variety of housing types;
(D)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces; and
(E)
To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-35 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-35 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Streets.
(1)
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The following requirements shall apply only to the development of one-family semidetached dwellings and twofamily detached dwellings:
(A)
Private streets which are interior to the project (and are not dedicated to public use) shall be improved to not less
than the current standards set forth in Subtitle 23 of this Code which apply to a public, twenty-six (26) foot wide
secondary residential street, except that roadside trees are not required (within the street right-of-way).
Sidewalks may be omitted when it is determined that there is no need for them. Sidewalks cast monolithically
with the curb and gutter shall be permitted;
(B)
Private streets shall be common areas conveyed to a homes association, and provisions for maintenance charges
shall be made in accordance with Section 27-433(i). (For the purpose of this Section, "private streets" are
internal vehicular access roadways serving the development by means of private streets approved pursuant to
Subtitle 24 of this Code, except driveways which dead-end within a parking lot); and
(C)
Points of access to public streets shall be approved by the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, State Highway Administration, or other appropriate highway authority, as applicable.
(e)
Access to individual lots.
(1)
The following requirements shall apply only to the development of one-family semidetached and two-family
detached dwellings:
(A)
While it is not necessary that each individual lot have frontage on a street, each lot shall be served by a right-ofway for emergency and pedestrian access purposes. The right-of-way shall be either owned by a homes
association and approved by the Planning Board, or a dedicated public right-of-way.
(B)
If the individual lot does not have frontage on a street, a right-of-way at least sixteen (16) feet wide shall abut
each lot. The right-of-way shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet wide if it contains an easement for sanitary
sewerage.
(C)
Each right-of-way shall contain a sidewalk at least three (3) feet wide, which connects parking areas with the
individual lots. The maximum grade of the sidewalk shall generally be not more than five percent (5%).
However, when the normal grade of the land exceeds five percent (5%), ramps or steps may be utilized to remain
consistent with that grade.
(D)
No individual lot shall be more than two hundred (200) feet from a point of approved emergency vehicle access.
(E)
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For any private street or other access right-of-way to be improved, a permit shall be obtained from the County
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If the right-of-way is located in a municipality which
has jurisdiction over street improvements, the municipality shall issue the permit. The permit shall not be issued
until construction plans are approved, the permit fees are paid, and a performance bond is posted (with the
Department or municipality) guaranteeing installation of all streetlights and completion of all street, other access
right-of-way, sidewalk (including those required for access to the front or rear of lots), and parking lot
construction. Issuance of the permit and posting of the bond shall authorize the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, or the municipality, to enter the development to complete the construction of the
work covered by the bond, if the developer fails to complete the work within the permit period.
(f)
Site plan.
(1)
Whenever private streets or other access rights-of-way for one-family semidetached or two-family dwellings are
proposed (in accordance with the requirements of Subsections (d) and (e), above), a Detailed Site Plan shall be
approved for the development, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(2)
In addition to the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall include the type and location of
required street lights.
(CB-1-1989; CB-114-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-432. - R-20 Zone (One-Family Triple-Attached Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-20 Zone are:
(A)
To provide for and encourage variation in the size, shape, and width of one-family triple-attached residential
subdivision lots, in order to better utilize the natural terrain;
(B)
To facilitate the planning of higher density one-family developments with small lots and dwellings of various
sizes and styles;
(C)
To provide for a greater variety of housing types;
(D)
To encourage the preservation of trees and open spaces;
(E)
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To prevent soil erosion and stream valley flooding.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-20 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-20 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Additional regulations for townhouses.
(1)
If the property is located in an area which is subject to an urban renewal project adopted by the County, the
minimum dimensions for public roads shall be the same as shown on the Urban Renewal Plan.
(2)
There shall be not more than three (3) dwelling units in any one group. The units do not have to be arranged side
by side.
(CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-433. - R-T Zone (Townhouse).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The general purpose of the R-T Zone is to provide for attractive communities with a variety of dwelling types
designed to efficiently utilize available land area, public utilities, and public facilities.
(2)
The specific purposes of the R-T Zone are:
(A)
To provide the maximum possible amount of freedom in the grouping, layout, and design of townhouses and
other attached dwellings;
(B)
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To encourage variety in the design and mix of dwelling unit types, and in site design;
(C)
To protect or enhance (where feasible) important or distinguishing natural features of the site through innovative
site layout and green area design;
(D)
To avoid the monotony of similarly designed or sited rows of attached dwellings commonly known as "row
houses," by encouraging variety in the number of dwelling units per building group and the relationship between
building groups and parking;
(E)
To provide the maximum possible amount of visible open space for the development;
(F)
To provide recreational and other community facilities which are normally associated with less dense zoning
categories and are easily accessible to all residents;
(G)
To permit the greatest possible amount of freedom in the type of ownership of attached dwelling unit
development;
(H)
To prevent detrimental effects on the use or development of adjacent properties and the neighborhood; and
(I)
To promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and future inhabitants of the County.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-T Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-T Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Dwellings.
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(1)
All dwellings shall be located on record lots shown on a record plat.
(2)
There shall be not more than six (6) nor less than three (3) dwelling units (four (4) dwelling units for one-family
attached metropolitan dwellings) in any horizontal, continuous, attached group, except where the Planning
Board or District Council, as applicable, determines that more than six (6) dwelling units (but not more than
eight (8) dwelling units) or that one-family semidetached dwellings would create a more attractive living
environment, would be more environmentally sensitive, or would otherwise achieve the purposes of this
Division. In no event shall the number of building groups containing more than six (6) dwelling units exceed
twenty percent (20%) of the total number of building groups, and the end units on such building groups shall be
a minimum of twenty-four (24) feet in width.
(3)
The minimum width of dwellings in any continuous, attached group shall be at least twenty (20) feet for
townhouses, and twenty-two (22) feet for one-family attached metropolitan dwellings. Attached groups
containing units all the same width and design should be avoided, and within each attached group attention
should be given to the use of wider end units.
(4)
The minimum gross living space, which shall include all interior space except garage and unfinished basement
or attic area, shall be one thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) square feet for townhouses, and two thousand
two hundred (2,200) square feet for one-family attached metropolitan dwellings.
(5)
Side and rear walls shall be articulated with windows, recesses, chimneys, or other architectural treatments. All
endwalls shall have a minimum of two (2) architectural features. Buildings on lots where endwalls are prominent
(such as corner lots, lots visible from public spaces, streets, or because of topography or road curvature) shall
have additional endwall treatments consisting of architectural features in a balanced composition, or natural
features which shall include brick, stone, or stucco.
(6)
Above-grade foundation walls shall either be clad with finish materials compatible with the primary facade
design, or shall be textured or formed to simulate a clad finished material such as brick, decorative block, or
stucco. Exposed foundation walls of unclad or unfinished concrete are prohibited.
(7)
A minimum of sixty percent (60%) of all townhouse units in a development shall have a full front facade
(excluding gables, bay windows, trim, and doors) of brick, stone, or stucco. Each building shall be deemed to
have only one "front."
(8)
One-family attached metropolitan dwellings shall be designed with a single architecturally integrated "Front
Wall." A minimum of one hundred percent (100%) of the "Front Wall", excluding garage door areas, windows,
or doorways shall be constructed of high quality materials such as brick or stone and contain other distinctive
architectural features.
(e)
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Streets.
(1)
The following requirements shall apply only to the development of townhouses, one-family semidetached
dwellings, two-family dwellings, three-family dwellings, and one-family attached metropolitan dwellings:
(A)
The tract of land used for the project involving these dwellings shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular
access to, a public street having a right-of-way width of at least sixty (60) feet;
(B)
Private streets which are interior to the project (and are not dedicated to public use) shall be improved to not less
than the current standards set forth in Subtitle 23 of this Code which apply to a public, twenty-six (26) foot wide
secondary residential street, except that roadside trees are not required (within the street right-of-way). In a
mixed-use activity center designated as a "Transit Village" the width of the private streets may be reduced to a
minimum width of twenty-four (24) feet when it is determined that the provision of the minimum width is
consistent with a safe, efficient, hierarchical street system. Sidewalks may be omitted when it is determined that
there is no need for them. Sidewalks cast monolithically with the curb and gutter shall be permitted;
(C)
Private streets shall be common areas conveyed to a homes association, and provisions for maintenance charges
shall be made in accordance with Subsection (i). (For the purpose of this Section, "private streets" are internal
vehicular access roadways serving the development by means of private streets approved pursuant to Subtitle 24
of this Code, except driveways which dead-end within a parking lot); and
(D)
Points of access to public streets shall be approved by the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, State Highway Administration, or other appropriate highway authority, as applicable.
(f)
Access to individual lots.
(1)
The following requirements shall apply only to the development of townhouses, one-family semidetached
dwellings, two-family dwellings, three-family dwellings, and one-family attached metropolitan dwellings:
(A)
While it is not necessary that each individual lot have frontage on a street, each lot shall be served by a right-ofway for emergency and pedestrian access purposes. The right-of-way shall either be owned by a homes
association and approved by the Planning Board, or a dedicated as a public right-of-way.
(B)
If the individual lot does not have frontage on a street, a right-of-way at least sixteen (16) feet wide shall abut
each lot. The right-of-way shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet wide if it contains an easement for sanitary
sewerage.
(C)
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Each right-of-way shall contain a sidewalk at least six (6) feet wide which connects parking areas with the
individual lots. The maximum grade of the sidewalk shall generally be not more than five percent (5%).
However, when the normal grade of the land exceeds five percent (5%), ramps or steps may be utilized to remain
consistent with that grade.
(D)
No individual lot shall be more than two hundred (200) feet from a point of approved emergency vehicle access.
(E)
For any private street or other access right-of-way to be improved, a permit shall be obtained from the County
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. If the right-of-way is located in a municipality which
has jurisdiction over street improvements, the municipality shall issue the permit. The permit shall not be issued
until construction plans are approved, the permit fees are paid, and a performance bond is posted with the
Department or municipality guaranteeing installation of all streetlights and completion of all street, other access
right-of-way, sidewalk (including those required for access to the front or rear of lots), and parking lot
construction. Issuance of the permit and posting of the bond shall authorize the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement, or the municipality, to enter the development to complete the construction of the
work covered by the bond, if the developer fails to complete the work within the permit period.
(g)
Utilities.
(1)
All utility lines within an attached dwelling unit development shall be placed underground.
(h)
Minimum area for the development.
(1)
No group of attached dwellings shall be located on a parcel of land containing less than two (2) acres.
(2)
The District Council may (when approving the zoning) permit a reduction in this minimum area in order to
permit the redevelopment of a deteriorated or obsolescent single-family residential area, or to promote the
development of small-scale attached dwelling areas in an attractive, efficient manner. If no rezoning is involved
(such as townhouses to be developed in the R-18 Zone in accordance with the R-T Zone), the Council may still
permit the reduction if requested (in writing) by the owner of the property.
(3)
The applicant shall file the request with the Clerk of the Council. In addition, the applicant shall submit the
following:
(A)
Four (4) copies of an accurate plat, prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor. The
plat shall show:
(i)
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The present configuration of the property, including bearings and distances (in feet);
(ii)
The names of owners of record;
(iii)
The name, location, distance to the center line, and right-of-way width of all abutting streets. If the property is
not located at the intersection of two (2) streets, the distance to, and name of, the nearest intersecting street shall
be indicated;
(iv)
The property's lot and block numbers and subdivision name (if any);
(v)
A north arrow and scale (no smaller than one (1) inch equals four hundred (400) feet);
(vi)
The total area of the property (in either square feet or acres);
(vii)
The location of any existing buildings on the property; and
(viii)
The subject property outlined in red.
(B)
A statement of justification in support of the request;
(C)
A statement listing the names, and the business and residential addresses, of all individuals having at least a five
percent (5%) financial interest in the subject property;
(D)
If any owner is a corporation, a statement listing the officers of the corporation, their business and residential
addresses, and the date on which they assumed their respective offices. The same statement shall also list the
current Board of Directors, their business and residential addresses, and the dates of each Director's term. An
owner that is a corporation listed on a national stock exchange shall be exempt from the requirement to provide
residential addresses of its officers and directors;
(E)
If the owner is a corporation (except one listed on a national stock exchange), a statement containing the names
and residential addresses of those individuals owning at least five percent (5%) of the shares of any class of
corporate security (including stocks and serial maturity bonds);
(F)
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For the purposes of (C), (D), and (E), above, the term "owner" shall include not only the owner of record, but
also any contract purchaser;
(G)
Any other data or explanatory material deemed necessary by the District Council or the Zoning Hearing
Examiner.
(4)
Copies of the request and accompanying documents shall be forwarded by the Clerk of the Council to the Office
of the Zoning Hearing Examiner and to the Planning Board.
(5)
The Planning Board shall submit any comments it wishes to make on the request to the District Council not later
than thirty (30) days after the date the petition is referred.
(6)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall hold a public hearing on the matter in accordance with Part 3, Division 1,
Subdivision 2, of this Subtitle.
(7)
The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall designate a date for the public hearing and shall notify the applicant of the
date.
(8)
The District Council shall decide upon the request in accordance with the procedures for oral argument and
Council hearings contained in Part 3, Division 1, Subdivision 3, of this Subtitle.
(9)
For the request to be approved, the applicant shall establish, and the District Council shall find, that:
(A)
The request is for the redevelopment of a deteriorated or obsolescent single-family or multifamily residential
area, or will promote the development of small-scale attached dwelling areas in an attractive, efficient manner;
and
(B)
The integrity of the Area Master Plan or General Plan is preserved.
(10)
In approving the requested reduction in area, the Council may impose reasonable conditions.
(i)
Common Areas.
(1)
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If common areas are provided, they shall be conveyed to an incorporated, nonprofit homes association. The
association shall be created under recorded land agreements (covenants) which specify that:
(A)
Each home owner in a described land area is automatically a member; and
(B)
Each home is automatically subject to a charge for a proportionate share of common area maintenance. The
recorded covenants shall bind each home owner to pay his proportionate share of all assessments (including
taxes), which may be necessary to maintain the common areas. The covenants shall also provide for a personal
money judgment procedure against each home owner to meet the assessment charges.
(2)
If a Detailed Site Plan shows a common area, the Planning Board (as a condition of plat approval) shall place
conditions on the ownership, use, and maintenance of these areas to assure that the areas are preserved for their
intended purpose.
(3)
Record plats filed on land located in an R-T Zone (or any other zone when developed in accordance with the RT Zone) shall include a statement of the covenants or other documents concerning the ownership and
maintenance of the common area, or shall include the statement by reference to liber and folio.
(j)
Front elevation plan.
(1)
A front elevation plan (or profile plan) shall be submitted with the Detailed Site Plan. The elevation plan shall
show a variation in design of dwellings, or groups of dwellings, sufficient to satisfy the purposes of this Section.
(k)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all attached dwellings, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(2)
In addition to the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall include:
(A)
An identification of two (2) or more dwelling units (at different locations within the proposed development)
which have the potential to be made accessible through barrier-free design construction (in accordance with
Section 4-180 of Subtitle 4 of this Code), given such site characteristics and design criteria as proposed grading,
topography, elevation, walkways, and parking locations; and
(B)
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The type and location of required streetlights.
(3)
In addition to the site design guidelines of Section 27-283, the Planning Board shall also consider the orientation
and identification of dwelling units with respect to topography and other site characteristics, so that a variety of
potential housing opportunities is provided throughout the proposed development for barrier-free design
construction.
(CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-14-1989; CB-64-1989; CB-55-1996; CB-1-2004; CB-33-2005; CB-37-2006; CB29-2014)
Sec. 27-434. - R-30 Zone (Multifamily Low Density Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-30 Zone are:
(A)
To make available low-density, multifamily developments of the "garden apartment" type which would offer
many of the advantages normally associated with a one-family dwelling;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended in a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found to be suitable by the District Council; and
(C)
To provide for this type of development at locations which are adequately served by facilities such as those for
circulation, sanitation, and retail sales and service.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-30 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-30 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
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Reserved.
(e)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all attached and multifamily dwellings, including any associated
community building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-64-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-67-2003; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-435. - R-30C Zone (Multifamily Low Density Residential-Condominium).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-30C Zone are:
(A)
To make available low-density, multifamily condominium developments of the "garden apartment" type which
would offer many of the advantages normally associated with a one-family dwelling;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended in a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found to be suitable by the District Council; and
(C)
To provide for this type of development at locations which are adequately served by facilities such as those for
circulation, sanitation, and retail sales and service.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-30C Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-30C Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this
Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
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Reserved.
(e)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all attached and multifamily dwellings, including any associated
community building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-9-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-436. - R-18 Zone (Multifamily Medium Density Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-18 Zone are:
(A)
To make available suitable sites for multifamily developments of low and moderate density and building bulk;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended in a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found suitable by the District Council;
(C)
To provide for this type of development at locations in the immediate vicinity of the moderate-sized commercial
centers of the County; and
(D)
To permit the development of moderately tall multifamily buildings, provided they are surrounded by sufficient
open space in order to prevent detrimental effects on the use or development of other properties in the general
vicinity.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-18 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
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Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-18 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Reserved.
(e)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all attached and multifamily dwellings, including any associated
community building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(2)
A Detailed Site Plan revision shall not be required for an Urban Farm and its accessory structures, when there is
a change in, including but not limited to, density or acreage.
(CB-64-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-109-2004; CB-76-2013; CB-22-2019; CB-29-2020)
Sec. 27-437. - R-18C Zone (Multifamily Medium Density Residential-Condominium).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-18C Zone are:
(A)
To make available suitable sites for multifamily condominium developments of low and moderate density and
building bulk;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended in a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found suitable by the District Council;
(C)
To provide for this type of development at locations in the immediate vicinity of the moderate-sized commercial
centers of the County; and
(D)
To permit the development of moderately tall multifamily buildings, provided they are surrounded by sufficient
open space to prevent detrimental effects on the use or development of other properties in the general vicinity.
(b)
Uses.
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(1)
The uses allowed in the R-18C Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-18C Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this
Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Reserved.
(e)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all attached and multifamily dwellings, including any associated
community building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-9-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-438. - R-10A Zone (Multifamily High Density Residential-Efficiency).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-10A Zone are:
(A)
To provide suitable sites for high-density multifamily residential development for the elderly, singles, or small
family groups;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended by a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found to be suitable by the District Council; and
(C)
To provide for residences in proximity to commercial and cultural centers, and public transportation.
(b)
Uses.
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(1)
The uses allowed in the R-10A Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-10A Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this
Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Reserved.
(e)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all multifamily dwellings, including any associated community
building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-439. - R-10 Zone (Multifamily High Density Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-10 Zone are:
(A)
To provide suitable sites for high-density multifamily residential development;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations recommended by a Master Plan, or at other locations which
are found to be suitable by the District Council; and
(C)
To provide residences in close proximity to the principal commercial and cultural centers of the County.
(b)
Criteria for location.
(1)
2824/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Among the possible methods for carrying out the purposes of this zone, preference should be given (where
possible) to the assembly and use of sites occupied by deteriorated development which is in need of
redevelopment.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-10 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-10 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(e)
Reserved.
(f)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all multifamily dwellings (one hundred ten (110) feet high and
under), including any associated community building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3,
Division 9, of this Subtitle. Multifamily dwellings higher than one hundred ten (110) feet shall be governed by
the approved Special Exception Site Plan which is required for dwellings of this height.
(CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-440. - R-H Zone (Multifamily High-Rise Residential).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-H Zone are:
(A)
To provide suitable sites for high-density, high-rise residential development at locations recommended in a
Master Plan, or at other locations which are found to be suitable by the District Council;
(B)
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To provide for this type of development at locations which accomplish economies in the construction and
operation of public services (such as transportation facilities), retail shopping facilities, and other community
facilities which depend upon convenient access to residents of the area;
(C)
To prevent undue congestion in other sections of the County where these services are not available or cannot be
conveniently and economically provided;
(D)
To provide a maximum of open space for the benefit of the residents of the development;
(E)
To provide a minimum obstruction to the view of those who live in surrounding areas;
(F)
To provide the maximum possible amount of freedom in the design of high-rise multifamily residential
structures, and their grouping and layout;
(G)
To prevent detrimental effects on the use and development of adjacent properties or the general neighborhood;
and
(H)
To promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and future inhabitants of the County.
(b)
Outdoor lighting.
(1)
No luminaries on parking lots shall be more than ten (10) feet above ground level. No outdoor lighting shall
shine into tenant windows or onto adjoining residential property.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-H Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-H Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
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(e)
Reserved.
(f)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all multifamily dwellings, including any associated community
building or recreational facilities, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-32-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-33-1989; CB-51-1993; CB-22-2019)
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-441. - Uses permitted.
(a)
No use shall be allowed in the Residential Zones, except as provided for in the Table of Uses. In the table, the
following applies:
(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside the building;
(B)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from outside the building, other
than a business identification sign lettered on a window. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area; and
(C)
The use shall be secondary to the primary use of the building.
(4)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a primary use on the premises;
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(B)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the primary use;
(C)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the primary use; and
(D)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the primary use is located.
(5)
The letter "X" indicates that the use is prohibited.
(6)
The letters "SP" indicate that the use is permitted subject to approval of a Special Permit, in accordance with
Section 27-239.02.
(7)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(8)
Whenever the table refers to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), permitted by Special Permit (SP), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as accordingly listed in the zone in
which it is allowed.
(CB-12-2001; CB-4-2003)
Editor's note— CR-81-2012 repealed the enactment of CB-18-2007 regarding "Rural Entertainment Park",
(Chapter 10, 2007 Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland), effective October 16, 2012.
(b)
TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
RO-S R-A R-E R-R
O-S

R80

R-55

R35

R20

Agritourism

P 90 P 90 P 90 P 90 X

X

X

X

X

Animal Hospital, veterinary office
(CB-76-2003; CB-61-2018)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P 74 P 74

X

X

Antique shop

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

Artist's studio
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Barber Shop

X

X

X

SE

SE 86 X

X

X

X

USE
(1) Commercial:

2828/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-81-2008)

86

Beauty shop
(CB-24-2015; CB-71-2016)

X

X

X

Bed-and-Breakfast Inn in accordance with Section 27445.13
(CB-39-2009)

P

P

Bus maintenance accessory to a private school, church,
or other place of worship
(CB-23-1988)

X

Buying of items within guest rooms and pursuant to
Section 27-115(a)(2)
Catering Establishment
(CB-4-2014)

SE

SE

86

86,
114

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 98

X

X

X

X

Collection of recyclable materials as a temporary use, in
P
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Commercial recreational development
(CB-35-2000)

X

X

X

X

P 66

X

X

X

X

(A) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

P 142 X

X

X

X

Contractor's Office, which may include wholly-enclosed
storage, as a permanent use
X
(CB-75-2001)

X

X

X

P 68

X

X

X

X

Distillery for the production of fuel alcohol

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 115, X
P 96 118

X

P
139

P 113 X

P 118

X

X

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities),
construction yard or shed, or storage building (in
connection with a construction project) as a temporary
use:

Contractor's office, which may include outdoor storage
and parking of heavy vehicles and equipment
(CB-80-2020)

SE

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section
X
27-115(a)(1)
Eating or Drinking Establishments:
(i) Eating or drinking establishment, with drivethrough service
(CB-81-2016; CB-71-2017)

X

(ii) Eating or drinking establishment, excluding
drive-through service
(CB-71-2016; CB-71-2017; CB-40-2020)

X

(iii) Eating or drinking establishment of any type,
including music and patron dancing past the hours of
12:00 A.M., excluding adult entertainment
(CB-14-2013; CB-73-2015)
Farm Brewery in accordance with Section 27-445.21
(CB-13-2021)

X
106

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Farm implement sales or repair; farm supplies sales

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

14

Farmer's market or flea market as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-63-1998)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Farm Winery 89
(CB-36-2009)

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Firewood sales as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

In combination with a Gas Station
(CB-63-2019)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Funeral parlor, undertaking establishment

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Gas station
(CB-36-2004)

X

X

P 75 X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

(B) On a lot having a net area between 20,000 sq. ft.
X
and 80,000 sq. ft.

P

P

SE

P

X

X

X

X

(C) On a lot having a net area exceeding 80,000 sq.
ft.
(CB-37-1991; CB-16-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Landscaping contractor's business
(CB-10-1996)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

Limited professional uses in multifamily projects

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Monument and headstone sales establishment
(CB-60-1998)

X

X

X

X

P 61

X

X

X

X

(A) Accountants, architects, clergymen, engineers,
lawyers, medical practitioners, and similar recognized
and learned professions, as an accessory use in a
dwelling

P7

P7

P7

P 19 P 19

P 19 P 19

P

P

(B) Business office and model apartments in a
multifamily dwelling or multifamily project and used
only in connection with the sale, rental, operation,
service, and maintenance of the dwelling or project
(CB-36-1987)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) General business and professional offices
(CB-83-2016)

X

X

X

X

X

116

X

X

X

(D) Insurance sales office as an accessory use in a
dwelling

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(E) Medical practitioner's office
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

15

16

Food or Beverage Store:

Kennel:
(A) On a lot having a net area of 20,000 sq. ft. or less X

Offices:

(F) Medical practitioner's office in a one-family
dwelling (except as provided in (A) above)
(CB-24-2015)

P

15,19 16,19
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(G) Real estate sales office as an accessory use in a
dwelling
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(i) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) All others

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(J) Temporary trailer for office space accessory to an
existing group residential facility, which services more
than eight (8) persons, in accordance with Sections 27- X
260 and 27-261
(CB-35-1996; CB-24-2015)

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking lot, required, serving adjacent Commercial or
Industrial Zone

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Photography studio and darkroom, as an accessory use
solely by the resident of a one-family detached dwelling
X
and located within such dwelling
(CB-140-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

Retail sales and consumer service establishment
(CB-140-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary
use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261 43
(CB-23-1989)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex, in
accordance with Section 27-445.08
(CB-44-1997)

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

(A) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

SE

SE

25

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(H) Real estate subdivision sales office as a
temporary use:
(CB-24-2015)

(I) Multifamily dwelling management company
(must manage the project within which it is located)
(CB-24-2015)

X

Wayside stand as a temporary use:

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted
by Special Exception), if; as of February 1, 2003: (1) the
use is located on a parcel which is surrounded by
commercial and institutional uses; (2) said parcel does
not abut any property that is improved with singleX
family detached residential dwellings; and (3) the site
has frontage on a street shown on the applicable Master
Plan as an arterial or higher classification. Any such use
shall only be located upon property that is the subject of
an approved Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-4-2003)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the C-S-C Zone, if; as

X

SE
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of February 1, 2003: (1) the use is located on a parcel
which is surrounded by commercial and institutional
uses; (2) said parcel does not abut any property that is
improved with single-family detached residential
dwellings; and (3) the site has frontage on a street
shown on the applicable Master Plan as an arterial or
higher classification. Any such use shall only be located
upon property that is the subject of an approved
Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-4-2003)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted
by Special Exception).
(CB-65-2003; CB-70-2003; CB-12-2014; CB-8-2015)

X

X

X

X

P 72,
99,
104

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the C-S-C Zone.
(CB-65-2003; CB-70-2003; CB-12-2014; CB-8-2015)

SE
X

X

X

X

72, 99,
104

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted
by Special Exception), may be located within a multifamily development, provided that the multi-family
development is the subject of a high-rise condominium
regime; the uses are located on the street level of the
multi-family building, the property is located in a
Transit District Overlay Zone, and the property abuts
the District of Columbia.
(CB-82-2008)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the M-X-T Zone (excluding those permitted
by Special Exception).
(CB-8-2015; CB-50-2021)

X

X

X

P

P 104 X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the M-X-T Zone.
(CB-8-2015)

X

X

X

Recycling plant
(CB-101-2017)

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the I-1 Zone (excluding those permitted by
Special Exception).
(CB-12-2016)

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the I-1 Zone.
(CB-12-2016)

144

X

SE
104

X

X

X

X

(2) Industrial:
P
122

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 110 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Adult day care center

X

SE

SE

Assisted living facility
(CB-110-2004)

X

X

X

SE
110

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE 77 X

X

X

X

(3) Institutional/Educational:
(CB-12-2016)
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Chancery, on a lot having a net area of at least 15 acres

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) Located on a lot between 1 and 2 acres in size 52 X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Church or similar place of worship:
(A) Located on a lot less than 1 acre in size
(B) Located in a building that was originally
constructed as a dwelling, on a lot less than 1 acre in
size
(D) Located in a building that was originally
constructed as a dwelling, on a lot between 1 and 2
acres in size 52

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

(E) All others
(CB-23-1988; CB-23-1993; CB-76-1993)

SE

P 53 P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Accessory to a multifamily dwelling or project
when located within a community room for the sole use
X
of the residents or employees, in accordance with
Section 27-445.03

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) Accessory to a multifamily development when
located within an existing building in accordance with
Section 27-445.03

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(D) All others 95
(CB-23-1988; CB-44-1989; CB-24-1999; CB-2-2013)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(A) An adaptive reuse of a structure last occupied by
a Federal postal facility on a lot or parcel not more than
SE
25,000 square feet in area for use by an organization
serving the homebound

SE

SE

SE

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

(B) An adaptive reuse of a structure(s) last owned by
the Federal Government on a parcel with not more than
8 acres for use by survivors of domestic violence and
their families, including social services and
X
rehabilitative services related thereto, such as
educational and employment training, counseling, and
day care

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) A building containing no more than 7,000 square
feet of gross floor area on a lot or parcel with not more
than 1.5 acres for use by an organization providing
SE
benevolent services; for a permitted use, any change in
occupant or use shall require Detailed Site Plan
approval by the District Council

SE

SE

SE

SE

94

P

SE

SE

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

Day care center for children:
(A) Accessory to a publicly-owned recreational
facility, a school, a surplus school building, improved
property (other than a school) that is under the control
of the Board of Education, a church, a public building,
or a community building, in accordance with Section
27-445.03 34

Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution:

(D) An adaptive reuse of an existing building

X

SE
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containing no more than 10,000 square feet of gross
floor area, situated on a lot or parcel with land are not
exceeding 1 acre used by an eleemosynary or
philanthropic institution providing temporary
emergency shelter, family, and/or social services for
survivors of domestic violence and their families, in
accordance with Section 27-445.17 of this Subtitle
(E) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in
Section 27-548.22, or any general provisions of Part
10A, Division 3 of the Zoning Ordinance, the adaptive
reuse of a former public school building, currently or
previously located in a Development District Overlay
Zone, where the building is greater than 10,000 sq. ft in
gross floor area and the building is situated on a lot or
parcel exceeding 2 acres, and can be adaptively reused
primarily by an eleemosynary, or philanthropic
X
institution, providing social services to the community
and whose previous office headquarters was within 150
yards of the school building with a validly issued
occupancy permit prior to May 1, 1999. The use is
permitted by right and the operator can also sell or lease
no more than 49% of the space within the building to an
entity or entities to engage in any use permitted by right
in the CSC zone
(F) All others
(CB-78-1997; CB-8-1998; CB-105-2012; CB-97-2013; SE
CB-70-2014; CB-18-2016; CB-42-2021)

X

SE

X

100

SE

X

X

X

P

X

X

100

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Employment or training center, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-20-2015)

X

X

X

X

P 102 X

X

X

X

Family day care

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Health campus
(CB-88-2017; CB-40-2021)

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

119

143

SE

SE

SE

Health Campus located on land previously owned by
Prince George's County, Maryland and transferred to a
nonprofit entity after the adoption of the 2014 General
Plan
(CB-56-2018)

X

X

X

X

P 130 X

X

X

X

Hospital

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Hospital located on land previously owned by Prince
George's County, Maryland and transferred to a
nonprofit entity after the adoption of the 2014 General
Plan
(CB-56-2018)

X

X

X

X

P 130 X

X

X

X

Medical/residential campus

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Mental health and behavioral services program to
operate within an existing private school in accordance
with Section 27-445.18
(CB-30-2016)

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

Modular classroom as a temporary use, in accordance

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE
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with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-106-1989)
Nursing or care home (may include a private spa)
(CB-55-2011; CB-80-2021)

SE
X

SE

SE

SE

SE

93,
146

SE

SE

SE

(A) In accordance with Section 27-443

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Accessory structures and uses (when not otherwise
provided for)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Adaptive reuse of a surplus public school, when not
otherwise allowed

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise
allowed
(CB-58-1987)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Animals, not customarily household pets
(CB-117-1986; CB-55-1988)

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

Buildings and uses, serving public health purposes, on
land owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon
which hospitals or health centers are located, except if P
otherwise allowed as a Permitted (P) use 41
(CB-55-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Business Advancement and Food Access Infill, in
accordance with Section 27-445.15 of this Subtitle
(CB-62-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

School, private:

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)
(4) Miscellaneous:
(CB-12-2016)

X

Cemetery, crematory:
(A) Cemetery, in accordance with Section 27-445.06 SE
(B) Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or
monastery 49

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(C) All others
(CB-86-1989; CB-11-1991)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Catering or food processing for offsite consumption, in
a commercial kitchen located within a church, private
club, or private school
(CB-70-2016)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Home occupations for residents 20
(CB-86-1989; CB-78-2003; CB-11-2004)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Home occupations for residents, low-impact
(CB-11-2004)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Increase in height of accessory building, used for:
(A) Servant, household help living quarters 30

2835/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(B) Agricultural purposes on a lot having a net area
of less than 5 acres

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Qualified data center in accordance with Section 27445.20
(CB-1-2021)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

Signs, in accordance with Part 12, associated with uses
allowed in the applicable Residential Zone
(CB-85-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Signs, outdoor advertising (Billboards)
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Temporary structures and uses not otherwise allowed

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Public buildings and uses, except as otherwise provided P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Reclamation using Class 3 fill material of property
operating as an existing or former surface mining site
(CB-88-2018)

X

X

132

X

X

X

X

X

X

Sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill 47, 71
(CB-15-1990; CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003; CB-89-2018;
CB-72-2020)

SE

SE

SE

SE

133

33

SE

X

X

X

X

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station 26
(CB-70-2008)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Archery range, privately owned and commercially
operated on land leased from, and owned by, a public
agency

P

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

Athletic field, outdoor, private nonprofit
(CB-43-1994)

SE

P 55 SE

SE

P 27

SE

SE

SE

SE

Athletic field, outdoor, for profit and all others
(CB-38-2020)

X

X

X

X

P 140 X

X

X

X

Boathouse (private) as an accessory use

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Carnival, circus, fair, or similar use, not exceeding 17
days duration and only on a parking lot as a temporary
use in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Club, private
(CB-75-2014; CB-43-2015)

SE

105

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Commercial recreational attraction

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

(C) Agricultural purposes on a lot having a net area
of at least 5 acres
(D) Office

(5) Public/Quasi Public:
(CB-12-2016)
Library

P

(6) Recreational/Entertainment/Social/Cultural:
(CB-12-2016)

SE
101

SE

SE

SE

SE

Commercial recreational facilities (privately owned) on
land leased from a public agency, except as otherwise
allowed:
2836/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(A) Leased on or after January 1, 1974

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

(B) Leased before January 1, 1974

SE

SE

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Community building or similar nonprofit social use, not
publicly owned or operated:
(A) Only for residents and guests
(B) All others
(CB-85-1988; CB-33-1989)

Conference center and uses accessory thereto (such as
restaurants, tennis courts, auditoriums, swimming pools,
racquetball courts, riding stables, golf courses, or other
recreational, physical fitness, or educational activities)
SE
privately owned and commercially operated, on a tract
having a gross area of at least 500 acres, owned by a
public agency, on which a public golf course is operated
on a regular basis
Courts (indoor or outdoor) (tennis, handball,
racquetball, or volleyball), not including courts
accessory to a dwelling:
(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) At least 18 holes on a tract having a gross area of
at least 200 acres; provided that any accessory
recreational facilities shall be located at least 100 feet
from the nearest property line and effectively screened
from view of any adjoining land in a Residential Zone,
SE
or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on
an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design
Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, not on
publicly owned land

SE

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(B) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

X

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Golf course:

(C) Golf Course Conference/Hotel complex
(D) All others
(CB-47-1995; CB-45-2002)
Golf course, miniature (indoor or outdoor):

Golf driving range:
(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56
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(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Homes Association Recreational Use, in accordance
with Section 27-445

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Marina
(CB-76-2001)

X

X

X

X

P 69

X

X

X

X

Museum, art gallery, aquarium, cultural center, or
similar facility (noncommercial)

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Performance arts center, in accordance with Section 27445.09
X
(CB-12-2001)

X

X

X

X

X

SP

SP

SP

Racetrack, including pari-mutuel

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

Racetrack, pari-mutuel only

X

SE

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Recreational campground

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Recreational program, before- and after-school

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-89-1994; CB-47-1995)

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Spa, private

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Spa, community

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Stable, private
(CB-29-1985)

P 35 P 35 P 35 P 35 P 35

P

SE
P 35,37 35

SE

35,37

Swimming pool (community) for sole use of residents
and their guests, in accordance with Section 27-411

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Swimming pool (community), in accordance with
Section 27-411

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(A) Accessory to a one-family detached dwelling

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Accessory to other dwellings

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Recreational use (nonprofit) not publicly owned or
operated, when not otherwise allowed:
(A) Only for residents and guests
(B) All others
(CB-33-1989)

Saunas, solariums, and health clubs, noncommercial, for
X
the sole use of residents and their guests
Shooting range (rifle, pistol, or skeet):
(A) On a lot having a net area of at least 20 acres,
and subject to annual renewal
(B) All others
Skating facility:

35

Swimming pool (private):

Swimming pool, privately owned and commercially
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operated on land leased from, and owned by, a public
agency 56
(CB-47-1995)
(7) Residential/Lodging:
(CB-12-2016)
Apartment hotel

X

X

X

X

X

Apartment housing for elderly or handicapped families
in a building other than a surplus public school building
(with provisions for increased density and reduced lot
X
size in Multifamily Zones)
(CB-85-1988; CB-91-1991; CB-44-1992; CB-29-2017;
CB-9-2019; CB-57-2019)

X

X

SE

Apartment housing for elderly or handicapped families
in a surplus public school building

SE

SE

SE

Artists' residential studios, in accordance with Section
27-445.09
(CB-12-2001)

X

X

Boardinghouse

SE

Congregate living facility for more than 8 elderly or
physically handicapped residents
(CB-90-1985)
Congregate living facility for NOT more than 8 elderly
or physically handicapped residents
(CB-90-1985)

X

X

X

X

SE
SE 63 134

SE

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

SP

SP

SP

P

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Conservation subdivision pursuant to Section 24-152 of
Subtitle 24
X
(CB-6-2006)

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Convent or monastery
(CB-23-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Prior to November 29, 1949, if the owner of the
building does not reside in the building, or a valid Use X
and Occupancy permit was not in effect on July 1, 1986

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) Prior to November 18, 1980, but on or after
November 29, 1949

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(D) On or after November 18, 1980
(CB-58-1986; CB-73-1996)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Country inn

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Dwelling, farm tenant

P

P

P

P

P 36

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, metropolitan, one-family attached

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Conversion of one-family detached dwelling to a
building containing up to 3 dwelling units (not
considered as a two-family, three-family, or multifamily
dwelling): 57
(A) Prior to November 29, 1949, if the owner of the
building resides in the building, and a valid Use and
Occupancy permit was in effect on July 1, 1986
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(CB-33-2005)
Dwelling, multifamily:
X

X

X

X

P 79

X

P 138, X

X

(D) Restricted to one-bedroom and efficiency
apartments

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Higher than 110 feet
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(F) Up to six dwelling units in a building of no more
than two stories, where the first story was previously
X
used for commercial purposes
(CB-91-2004)

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

(G) With ground floor commercial uses
(CB-57-2018)

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 131

X

X

Dwelling, one-family attached, for the elderly 58
(CB-71-1996)

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

P2

Dwelling, one-family detached, for the elderly
(CB-90-2004)

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, one-family detached, cluster development,
shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved
prior to July 1, 2006
(CB-6-2006)

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

X

X

P

P

83,
129

83,
136

P
P 83 83,121 P

P

P

P

P

(A) In general
(CB-37-2005; CB-9-2020; CB-69-2020)

141

(B) Reserved
(CB-29-2020)
(C) Reserved
(CB-29-2020)

Dwelling, one-family detached (in general)
(CB-6-2006; CB-99-2017; CB-97-2018; CB-17-2019)

P

Dwelling, one-family detached (as part of a property
assembly with an equestrian recreational facility)
(CB-81-2021)

P
147

Dwelling, one-family semidetached 1
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

P 13

P
13,32

P 13,32 P

Dwelling, quadruple-attached
(CB-83-1997)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P2

P2

Dwelling, three-family

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, two-family detached
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

Dwelling, two-family (in general)
(CB-9-2012; CB-73-2015)

X

X

X

X

P 79

X

X

X

X

Dwellings, one-family attached, cluster development,
shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved
prior to September 1, 1986

X

X

X

X

X

P 32 P 32

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 32 P 32

X

X

Dwellings, one-family triple-attached, cluster
development, shown on a preliminary plat of

2840/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

subdivision approved prior to September 1, 1986
Dwellings, one-family triple-attached (in general)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

X

X

(B) In accordance with Section 24-138.01 of Subtitle
24
X
(CB-72-1989)

X

X

P

P

P 46 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Group residential facility for more than 8 mentally
handicapped dependent persons, or for 5 or more other
dependent persons
(CB-29-2012)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Group residential facility for not more than 8 mentally
handicapped dependent persons

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Guest house, as an accessory use

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home used as a dwelling for emergency
purposes as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

Mobile home used as a one-family detached dwelling
(CB-79-1999)

SE

SE

SE

64

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home, with use for which amusement taxes
collected 28

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Motel

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Opportunity housing dwelling units
(CB-66-1991)

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

Planned retirement community
(CB-53-2005; CB-4-2013)

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Recreational Community Development, in accordance
with Section 27-444
(CB-16-1989)

SE

P

P

P

P 42

X

X

X

X

Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision pursuant to
Section 24-152 of Subtitle 24
(CB-32-2008)

X

X

X

X

P 85

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

(B) To 3 persons (unrelated to all principal residents) P

P

X

P

P

X

X

X

X

(C) To not more than 3 persons (unrelated to all
P
principal residents) by a family of related individuals, 1

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Flag lot development:
(A) In accordance with preliminary plats approved
prior to February 1, 1990, pursuant to Subtitle 24 and
recorded within the prescribed time period

Fraternity or sorority house:
(A) If legally existing prior to May 20, 1983, and not
extended beyond the boundary lines of the lot as it
X
legally existed (prior to May 20, 1983)
(B) All others

SE

Rental of guest rooms (by the residents):
(A) To 1 or 2 persons (unrelated to all principal
residents)
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individual, or 2 unrelated individuals
(CB-122-1986)
Residential Revitalization in accordance with Section
27-445.10
(CB-58-2001; CB-89-2014)

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

Rooming houses

SE

P

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

Tourist cabin camp

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Tourist homes

SE

X

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling"
in accordance with Section 27-445.19 (effective
P
10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Townhouse, cluster development, shown on a
preliminary plat of subdivision approved prior to
September 1, 1986
(CB-54-1986)

X

X

X

X

P 32 P 32

X

X

X

Townhouse, all others
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-37-2005; CB-28-2016;
CB-93-2017; CB-118-2017; CB-122-2017; CB-28X
2018; CB-63-2018; CB-64-2018; CB-97-2018; CB-172019; CB-9-2020; CB-51-2021)

P 79,

P 48,

120,
123,
126,
127

P 48, 124,

X

X

P

P

P

P2

X

X

X

X

P 111

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

108,111

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X 82

P

P

X

X

X

144

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P 23

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P4

X

P 50

X

X

P

X

129

136

X

Townhouse, shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision
approved pursuant to part 4A.
X
(CB-47-1996)

X

X

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006; CB-28-2016)

X

X

Townhouse, if located within a designated
Revitalization Tax Credit District, within a Transit
District Overlay Zone, or a Development District
Overlay Zone.
(CB-112-2004; CB-106-2015; CB-28-2016)

X

Townhouses or Multi-Family Units
(CB-97-2005)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the M-X-T Zone (excluding those permitted
by Special Exception)
(CB-50-2021)

P

111,

128

X 48 P 2

138,
145

P

(8) Resource Production/Recovery:
(CB-12-2016)
Agricultural uses:
(A) All general agriculture 22
(B) Limited to floriculture, horticulture, gardening,
and private, noncommercial greenhouses
(C) Keeping of homing or racing pigeons, provided
the use was in existence:
(i) Prior to June 30, 1987
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(ii) On or after June 30, 1987
(CB-45-1987; CB-36-1991)

P

P

P

P

P4

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P 91 SE

X

X

X

X

(i) Keeping of horses or ponies

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

(ii) Private stable

P 35 P 35 P 35 P 35 P 35

P

SE
P 35,37 35

SE

35,37

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

(bb) On a tract consisting of between 20,000
sq. ft. and 9 contiguous acres.

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

(cc) All others
(CB-53-2001)

P

P

P

P

SE 67 X

X

X

X

(iv) All others
(CB-92-2010)

P

P

P

92

X

X

X

X

X

(F) Urban Farm
(CB-76-2013; CB-25-2016)

P

P

P

P

P

P
112

P 112

X

X

(G) Medical Cannabis Grower and/or Processor
(CB-5-2016)

X

P

P

109

109

X

X

X

X

X

X

(H) Beekeeping on residential land
(CB-80-2016)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

SE

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-35-1989; CB-143-1989; CB-135-1993)

SE

SE

SE

SE

45

54

SE

X

X

X

X

Sand or gravel wet-processing, in accordance with
Section 27-445.02

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

24

24

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(D) Equine activities
(E) Equine facility:

P 23

P 37 P 37

35

(iii) Riding stable:
(aa) On a tract consisting of less than 20,000
sq. ft.

SE

Nursery and garden center:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.05

Sawmill:
(A) Only for timber grown on the premises
(B) In connection with an agricultural operation
Surface mining, in accordance with Section 27-445.02
(9) Transportation/Parking/Communications/Utilities:
(CB-12-2016)
Airport, airpark, airfield, heliport, or helistop; private
(CB-14-1992)
Airstrip, private:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.07
(B) All others
(CB-14-1992)
Antennas and related equipment buildings and
enclosures, other than satellite dish antennas:
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(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.04

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-65-2000)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Farm vehicles and farm machinery used on farm
premises 51
(CB-105-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

107

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) A Special Exception use
(CB-85-1988)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Parking lot used in accordance with Part 11 to serve a
use in an adjacent Commercial, Industrial, or M-X-T
Zone
(CB-85-1988; CB-88-1999)

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE 65 SE

SE

Parking of mobile home except as otherwise specified

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of mobile home in a public right-of-way 31

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P 17 P 17 P 17

P 17 P 17

P

P 17

P

P

P

P

P

P

P 29 P

Monopoles and related equipment buildings and
enclosures:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.04
(B) All others
(CB-65-2000; CB-73-2015)

SE

SE

Parking lot or garage, or loading area, used in
accordance with Part 11 to serve:
(A) A permitted, PA, or PB use

Parking of vehicles owned or used by the occupants of
the premises or their bona fide guests:
(A) Boats and boat trailers 91
(CB-24-2010)

(B) Buses 18 , on the same lot with, and accessory to, SE
the principal use, such as a school or church

17,29

(C) Camping trailer (unoccupied): 44
(i) Not more than one

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P 29 P

(ii) Unlimited number
(CB-43-1989)

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P 29 P

P4

P4

P4

P4

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P 29 P

X

(D) Not more than 1 commercial vehicle:
(i) Having a maximum manufacturer's gross
vehicle weight specification of up to 17,000 pounds, and
which may include unlimited advertising on the side of
the vehicle:
(aa) If parked within a wholly enclosed
private parking garage
(bb) If parked in a side or rear yard 11
(ii) If parked on the premises, having a
maximum manufacturer's gross vehicle weight
specification of up to 8,500 pounds, no advertising
(other than a firm name or similar designation not

X
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exceeding 4 inches high), and excluding vehicles
exceeding 300 cubic feet of load space, stake platform
trucks, dump trucks, crane or tow trucks, and vehicles
with dual rear axles
(iii) Owned and registered by an occupant of the
premises, having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight
specification of greater than 17,000 pounds, parked only
in the side or rear yard for not more than 72 continuous P
hours on a lot at least 5 acres in size, and set back 300
feet from all lot lines 11

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(iv) Owned and registered by an occupant of the
premises, having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight
specification of greater than 17,000 pounds, parked only
in the side or rear yard for not more than 72 continuous SE
hours, on a lot at least 2 acres in size 11
(CB-53-1987; CB-35-1993)

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Commercial vehicles not exceeding a
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight specification of
8,500 pounds; containing no advertising other than a
firm name or similar designation not more than 4 inches X
high; and excluding vehicles exceeding 300 cubic feet
of load space, stake platform trucks, dump trucks, crane
or tow trucks, or vehicles with dual rear wheels

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(F) Private passenger vehicles
Public utility uses or structures:
(A) Underground pipelines, electric power facilities
or equipment, or telephone facilities or equipment; and
railroad tracks or passenger stations, but not railroad
yards

(B) Other public utility uses or structures (including
major transmission and distribution lines and structures,
but excluding railroad yards, round houses, car barns,
SE
and freight stations)
(CB-25-1987; CB-65-2000)
Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27424.02:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1
dwelling unit

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) More than 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1
dwelling unit

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked,
dismantled, or not currently licensed, except where
specifically allowed 12
(CB-4-1987)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Towers or poles (electronic, radio, or television,
transmitting or receiving):
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(A) Commercial purposes
(B) Nonprofit, noncommercial purposes
(CB-18-1984; CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-1331984; CB-33-1985; CB-123-1994; CB-65-2000)

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

ZONE
R-T R-30

RR- RR-18
R-10 R-H
30C
18C 10A

Agritourism
(CB-39-2009)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Animal Hospital, veterinary office

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Antique shop

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Artist's studio
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

P 103 X

X

X

X

Barber Shop
(CB-81-2008; CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

P 103 X

X

X

X

Beauty shop
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

P 103 X

X

X

X

Bed-and-Breakfast Inn in accordance with Section 27445.13
(CB-39-2009)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Bus maintenance accessory to a private school, church, or
other place of worship
(CB-23-1988)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Buying of items within guest rooms and pursuant to
Section 27-115(a)(2)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Catering Establishment
(CB-4-2014)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Collection of recyclable materials as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Commercial recreational development
(CB-35-2000)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Contractor's office, which may include outdoor storage and
parking of heavy vehicles and equipment
X
(CB-80-2020)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Contractor's Office, which may include wholly-enclosed
storage, as a permanent use
(CB-75-2001)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

USE
(1) Commercial:

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities),
construction yard or shed, or storage building (in
connection with a construction project) as a temporary use:

X
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Distillery for the production of fuel alcohol

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section
27-115(a)(1)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(i) Eating or drinking establishment, with drive-through
X
service

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(ii) Eating or drinking establishment, excluding drivethrough service

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(iii) Eating or drinking establishment of any type,
including music and patron dancing past the hours of 12:00
X
A.M., excluding adult entertainment
(CB-14-2013)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Farm Brewery in accordance with Section 27-445.21
(CB-13-2021)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Farm implement sales or repair; farm supplies sales

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Farmer's market or flea market as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-63-1998)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Farm Winery 89

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Firewood sales as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

In combination with a Gas Station
(CB-63-2019)

P 137 X

X

X

137

X

X

X

Funeral parlor, undertaking establishment

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Gas station
(CB-36-2004)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) On a lot having a net area between 20,000 sq. ft.
and 80,000 sq. ft.

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) On a lot having a net area exceeding 80,000 sq. ft.
(CB-37-1991; CB-16-1993)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Landscaping contractor's business
(CB-10-1996)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Limited professional uses in multifamily projects

X

SE 8 SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

Monument and headstone sales establishment
(CB-60-1998)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P9

X

X

X

X

X

PB

P

PB

PB

PB

PB

10

10

10

Eating or Drinking Establishments:

Food or Beverage Store:
P

Kennel:
(A) On a lot having a net area of 20,000 sq. ft. or less

Offices:
(A) Accountants, architects, clergymen, engineers,
P
lawyers, medical practitioners, and similar recognized and 16,19 P 9
learned professions, as an accessory use in a dwelling
(B) Business office and model apartments in a
X
multifamily dwelling or multifamily project and used only

P

10,39 10

10,39 10
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in connection with the sale, rental, operation, service, and
maintenance of the dwelling or project
(CB-36-1987)
(C) General business and professional offices
(CB-4-2003)

X

X

X

X

X

X

(D) Insurance sales office as an accessory use in a
dwelling

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Medical practitioner's office
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

(F) Medical practitioner's office in a one-family
dwelling (except as provided in (A) above)
(CB-24-2015)

X

X

(G) Real estate sales office as an accessory use in a
dwelling
(CB-24-2015)

X

(i) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(ii) All others

SE
70

SE

X

X

X

P 103 X

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

P

P

10,38 10,38

X

X

X

X

X

(J) Temporary trailer for office space accessory to an
existing group residential facility, which services more
than eight (8) persons, in accordance with Sections 27-260 X
and 27-261
(CB-35-1996; CB-24-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking lot, required, serving adjacent Commercial or
Industrial Zone

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Photography studio and darkroom, as an accessory use
solely by the resident of a one-family detached dwelling
and located within such dwelling
(CB-140-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Retail sales and consumer service establishment
(CB-140-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

P

SE

SE

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary use,
P
in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261 43
(CB-23-1989)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex, in accordance
with Section 27-445.08
(CB-44-1997)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(H) Real estate subdivision sales office as a temporary
use:
(CB-24-2015)

(I) Multifamily dwelling management company (must
manage the project within which it is located)
(CB-24-2015)

X

Wayside stand as a temporary use:

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
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allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted by
Special Exception), if; as of February 1, 2003: (1) the use
is located on a parcel which is surrounded by commercial
and institutional uses; (2) said parcel does not abut any
property that is improved with single-family detached
residential dwellings; and (3) the site has frontage on a
street shown on the applicable Master Plan as an arterial or
higher classification. Any such use shall only be located
upon property that is the subject of an approved Detailed
Site Plan.
(CB-4-2003)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the C-S-C, if; as of
February 1, 2003: (1) the use is located on a parcel which
is surrounded by commercial and institutional uses; (2)
said parcel does not abut any property that is improved
with single-family detached residential dwellings; and (3)
the site has frontage on a street shown on the applicable
Master Plan as an arterial or higher classification. Any
such use shall only be located upon property that is the
subject of an approved Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-4-2003)

X

X

X

X

P

SE

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted by
Special Exception).
(CB-65-2003; CB-70-2003; CB-12-2014)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the C-S-C Zone.
(CB-65-2003; CB-70-2003; CB-12-2014)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted by
Special Exception), may be located within a multi-family
development, provided that the multi-family development
is the subject of a high-rise condominium regime; the uses P 87 X
are located on the street level of the multi-family building,
the property is located in a Transit District Overlay Zone,
and the property abuts the District of Columbia.
(CB-82-2008)

X

X

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the M-X-T Zone (excluding those permitted by
X
Special Exception).
(CB-8-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the M-X-T Zone.
(CB-8-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(2) Industrial:
Recycling plant
(CB-101-2017)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed in the I-1 Zone (excluding those permitted by

X
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Special Exception).
(CB-12-2016)
Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
allowed by Special Exception in the I-1 Zone.
(CB-12-2016)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Adult day care center

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Assisted living facility
(CB-110-2004)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Chancery, on a lot having a net area of at least 15 acres

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(D) Located in a building that was originally
constructed as a dwelling, on a lot between 1 and 2 acres in P
size 52

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(E) All others
(CB-23-1988; CB-23-1993; CB-76-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

PA

P

P

(A) Accessory to a publicly-owned recreational facility,
a school, a surplus school building, improved property
(other than a school) that is under the control of the Board P
of Education, a church, a public building, or a community
building, in accordance with Section 27-445.03 34

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Accessory to a multifamily dwelling or project
when located within a community room for the sole use of
X
the residents or employees, in accordance with Section 27445.03

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(C) Accessory to a multifamily development when
located within an existing building in accordance with
Section 27-445.03

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(D) All others 95
(CB-23-1988; CB-44-1989; CB-24-1999; CB-2-2013)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(3) Institutional/Educational:
(CB-12-2016)

Church or similar place of worship:
(A) Located on a lot less than 1 acre in size
(B) Located in a building that was originally
constructed as a dwelling, on a lot less than 1 acre in size
(C) Located on a lot between 1 and 2 acres in size 52

Day care center for children:

Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution:
(A) An adaptive reuse of a structure last occupied by a
Federal postal facility on a lot or parcel not more than
25,000 square feet in area for use by an organization
serving the homebound
(B) An adaptive reuse of a structure(s) last owned by
the Federal Government on a parcel with not more than 8
acres for use by survivors of domestic violence and their
families, including social services and rehabilitative
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services related thereto, such as educational and
employment training, counseling, and day care
(C) A building containing no more than 7,000 square
feet of gross floor area on a lot or parcel with not more
than 1.5 acres for use by an organization providing
benevolent services; for a permitted use, any change in
occupant or use shall require Detailed Site Plan approval
by the District Council

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(D) An adaptive reuse of an existing building
containing no more than 10,000 square feet of gross floor
area, situated on a lot or parcel with land are not exceeding
1 acre used by an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution
X
providing temporary emergency shelter, family, and/or
social services for survivors of domestic violence and their
families, in accordance with Section 27-445.17 of this
Subtitle

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) All others
(CB-78-1997; CB-8-1998; CB-97-2013; CB-18-2016)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Employment or training center, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-20-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Family day care

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Health campus

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Hospital

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Medical/residential campus

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Mental health and behavioral services program to operate
within an existing private school in accordance with
Section 27-445.18
(CB-30-2016)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Modular classroom as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261
P
(CB-106-1989)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Nursing or care home (may include a private spa)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

(A) In accordance with Section 27-443

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Accessory structures and uses (when not other wise
provided for)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Adaptive reuse of a surplus public school, when not
otherwise allowed

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

School, private:

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)
(4) Miscellaneous:
(CB-12-2016)

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise
allowed
(CB-58-1987)
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Animals, not customarily household pets
(CB-117-1986; CB-55-1988)

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Buildings and uses, serving public health purposes, on land
owned by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which
hospitals or health centers are located, except if otherwise P
allowed as a Permitted (P) use 41
(CB-55-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Business Advancement and Food Access Infill, in
accordance with Section 27-445.15 of this Subtitle
(CB-62-2015)

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or
monastery 49

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(C) All others
(CB-86-1989; CB-11-1991)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Catering or food processing for offsite consumption, in a
commercial kitchen located within a church, private club,
or private school
(CB-70-2016)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Home occupations for residents 20
(CB-86-1989; CB-78-2003; CB-11-2004)

P 16 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Home occupations for residents, low-impact
(CB-11-2004)

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

(B) Agricultural purposes on a lot having a net area of
less than 5 acres

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) Agricultural purposes on a lot having a net area of
at least 5 acres

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Signs, in accordance with Part 12, associated with uses
allowed in the applicable Residential Zone
(CB-85-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Signs, outdoor advertising (Billboards)
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Temporary structures and uses not otherwise allowed

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Library

P

P

P

P

P

PA

P

P

Public buildings and uses, except as otherwise provided

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Reclamation using Class 3 fill material of property
operating as an existing or former surface mining site
(CB-88-2018)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Cemetery, crematory:
(A) Cemetery, in accordance with Section 27-445.06

Increase in height of accessory building, used for:
(A) Servant, household help living quarters 30

(D) Office

(5) Public/Quasi Public:
(CB-12-2016)
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X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Archery range, privately owned and commercially
operated on land leased from, and owned by, a public
agency

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Athletic field, outdoor, private nonprofit
(CB-43-1994)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Athletic field, outdoor, for profit and all others
(CB-38-2020)

P 140 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Boathouse (private) as an accessory use

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Carnival, circus, fair, or similar use, not exceeding 17 days
duration and only on a parking lot as a temporary use in
P
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Club, private

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Commercial recreational attraction

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Leased on or after January 1, 1974

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Leased before January 1, 1974

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill 47, 71
(CB-15-1990; CB-8-2003)
Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station 26
(CB-70-2008)
(6) Recreational/Entertainment/Social/Cultural:
(CB-12-2016)

Commercial recreational facilities (privately owned) on
land leased from a public agency, except as otherwise
allowed:

Community building or similar nonprofit social use, not
publicly owned or operated:
(A) Only for residents and guests
(B) All others
(CB-85-1988; CB-33-1989)

Conference center and uses accessory thereto (such as
restaurants, tennis courts, auditoriums, swimming pools,
racquetball courts, riding stables, golf courses, or other
recreational, physical fitness, or educational activities)
X
privately owned and commercially operated, on a tract
having a gross area of at least 500 acres, owned by a public
agency, on which a public golf course is operated on a
regular basis
Courts (indoor or outdoor) (tennis, handball, racquetball,
or volleyball), not including courts accessory to a
dwelling:
(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Golf course:
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(A) At least 18 holes on a tract having a gross area of at SE
least 200 acres; provided that any accessory recreational
facilities shall be located at least 100 feet from the nearest
property line and effectively screened from view of any
adjoining land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to
be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan
for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan
for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, not on publicly owned land

SE

P

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Homes Association Recreational Use, in accordance with
Section 27-445

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Marina
(CB-76-2001)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Museum, art gallery, aquarium, cultural center, or similar
facility (noncommercial)

P

P

P

P

P

PA

P

P

Performance arts center, in accordance with Section 27445.09
(CB-12-2001)

SP

SP

X

SP

X

X

SP

X

Racetrack, including pari-mutuel

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Racetrack, pari-mutuel only

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Recreational campground

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Recreational program, before- and after-school

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-33-1989)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Saunas, solariums, and health clubs, noncommercial, for
the sole use of residents and their guests

X

X

X

X

X

P

SE

SE

(B) Privately owned and commercially operated on land
X
leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56
(C) Golf Course Conference/Hotel Complex
(D) All others
(CB-47-1995; CB-45-2002)
Golf course, miniature (indoor or outdoor):

Golf driving range:

Recreational use (nonprofit) not publicly owned or
operated, when not otherwise allowed:
(A) Only for residents and guests

Shooting range (rifle, pistol, or skeet):
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(A) On a lot having a net area of at least 20 acres, and
subject to annual renewal

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on
land leased from, and owned by, a public agency 56

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-89-1994; CB-47-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Spa, private

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Spa, community

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Stable, private
(CB-29-1985)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Swimming pool (community) for sole use of residents and
X
their guests, in accordance with Section 27-411

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Swimming pool (community), in accordance with Section
P
27-411

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

21

21

21

21

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

Apartment housing for elderly or handicapped families in a
building other than a surplus public school building (with
provisions for increased density and reduced lot size in
SE
Multifamily Zones)
(CB-85-1988; CB-91-1991; CB-44-1992, CB-46-1999;
CB-66-2005; CB-42-2016; CB-29-2017; CB-83-2021)

X

X

81,
148

117

X

SE

SE

Apartment housing for elderly or handicapped families in a
SE
surplus public school building

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Artists' residential studios, in accordance with Section 27445.09
SP
(CB-12-2001)

SP

X

SP

X

X

SP

X

Boardinghouse

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

Congregate living facility for more than 8 elderly or
physically handicapped residents
(CB-90-1985)

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

X

Congregate living facility for NOT more than 8 elderly or
physically handicapped residents
(CB-90-1985)

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
Skating facility:

Swimming pool (private):
(A) Accessory to a one-family detached dwelling

P

(B) Accessory to other dwellings

SE

Swimming pool, privately owned and commercially
operated on land leased from, and owned by, a public
agency 56
(CB-47-1995)
(7) Residential/Lodging:
(CB-12-2016)
Apartment hotel

SE

SE
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Convent or monastery
(CB-23-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

PA

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Prior to November 29, 1949, if the owner of the
building does not reside in the building, or a valid Use and X
Occupancy permit was NOT in effect on July 1, 1986

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) Prior to November 18, 1980, but on or after
November 29, 1949

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(D) On or after November 18, 1980
(CB-58-1986; CB-73-1996)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Country inn

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, farm tenant

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, metropolitan, one-family attached
(CB-33-2005)

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 88 P

P6

P

P6

X

(D) Restricted to one-bedroom and efficiency
apartments

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Higher than 110 feet
(CB-85-1988)

X

X

X

X

(F) Up to six dwelling units in a building of no more
than two stories, where the first story was previously used
X
for commercial purposes
(CB-91-2004)

X

X

X

(G) With ground floor commercial uses
(CB-57-2018)

X

X

Dwelling, one-family attached, for the elderly 58
(CB-71-1996)

P

Dwelling, one-family detached, for the elderly
(CB-90-2004)

Conservation subdivision pursuant to Section 24-152 of
Subtitle 24
(CB-6-2006)
Conversion of one-family detached dwelling to a building
containing up to 3 dwelling units (not considered as a twofamily, three-family, or multifamily dwelling): 57
(A) Prior to November 29, 1949, if the owner of the
building resides in the building, and a valid Use and
Occupancy permit was in effect on July 1, 1986

Dwelling, multifamily:
(A) In general
(CB-67-2003; CB-109-2004; CB-82-2008; CB-9-2020;
CB-29-2020; CB-39-2021)

P
138

P

P

X

X

X

SE

SE

P

X

X

X

X

X

P 131 X

X

X

X

P2

P2

P2

P2

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, one-family detached, cluster development,
X
shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved prior

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Reserved
(CB-29-2020)
(C) Reserved
(CB-29-2020)
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to July 1, 2006
(CB-6-2006)
Dwelling, one-family detached (in general)

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Dwelling, one-family semidetached 1
(CB-85-1988)

P

P2

P2

P2

P2

X

X

X

Dwelling, quadruple-attached
(CB-83-1997)

P2

P2

P2

P 2,5 P 2

X

X

X

Dwelling, three-family

P

P2

P2

P2

P2

X

X

X

Dwelling, two-family detached
(CB-85-1988)

P3

P2

P2

P2

P2

X

X

X

Dwelling, two-family (in general)

P3

P2

P2

P2

P2

X

X

X

Dwellings, one-family attached, cluster development,
shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved prior X
to September 1, 1986

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwellings, one-family triple-attached, cluster
development, shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision
approved prior to September 1, 1986

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwellings, one-family triple-attached (in general)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) In accordance with preliminary plats approved prior
to February 1, 1990, pursuant to Subtitle 24 and recorded X
within the prescribed time period

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) In accordance with Section 24-138.01 of Subtitle 24
X
(CB-72-1989)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

X

P

X

Group residential facility for more than 8 mentally
handicapped dependent persons, or for 5 or more other
dependent persons
(CB-29-2012)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Group residential facility for not more than 8 mentally
handicapped dependent persons

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Guest house, as an accessory use

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home used as a dwelling for emergency purposes
as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260
and 27-261

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home used as a one-family detached dwelling

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home, with use for which amusement taxes
collected 28

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Motel

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Opportunity housing dwelling units 59

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Flag lot development:

Fraternity or sorority house:
(A) If legally existing prior to May 20, 1983, and not
extended beyond the boundary lines of the lot as it legally
existed (prior to May 20, 1983)
(B) All others
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(CB-66-1991; CB-55-1996)
Planned retirement community 59
(CB-55-1996, CB-21-1999)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision pursuant to
Section 24-152 of Subtitle 24
(CB-32-2008)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Recreational Community Development, in accordance
with Section 27-444 59
(CB-16-1989; CB-55-1996)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) To 3 persons (unrelated to all principal residents)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) To not more than 3 persons (unrelated to all
principal residents) by a family of related individuals, 1
individual, or 2 unrelated individuals
(CB-122-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Residential Revitalization in accordance with Section 27445.10
(CB-58-2001; CB-89-2014)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Rooming houses

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

Tourist cabin camp

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Tourist homes

X

X

X

SE

SE

X

P

X

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in
accordance with Section 27-445.19 (effective 10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Townhouse, cluster development, shown on a preliminary
plat of subdivision approved prior to September 1, 1986
(CB-54-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Townhouse, shown on a Detailed Site Plan approved prior
to December 30, 1996, and in compliance with Section 3
P
of CB-55-1996
(CB-84-1990; CB-55-1996)

P2

P2

P 2,5 P 2

X

X

X

Townhouse, shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision
approved pursuant to Part 4A
(CB-47-1996)

P

P2

P2

P 2,5 P 2

X

X

X

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006; CB-28-2016)

P 84 X

X

X

P 111 X

X

X

P 78 X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

SE
62

Rental of guest rooms (by the residents):
(A) To 1 or 2 persons (unrelated to all principal
residents)

Townhouse, if located within a designated Revitalization
Tax Credit District, within a Transit District Overlay Zone,
X
or a Development District Overlay Zone.
(CB-112-2004; CB-106-2015)
Townhouse, all others
(CB-55-1996; CB-118-2017; CB-9-2020)

X

P 125 SE

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use
X
allowed in the M-X-T Zone (excluding those permitted by

X

X

X
P
138

X

X

X
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Special Exception)
(CB-50-2021)
(8) Resource Production/Recovery:
(CB-12-2016)
Agricultural uses:
(A) All general agriculture 22

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Limited to floriculture, horticulture, gardening, and
P
private, noncommercial greenhouses

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(D) Equine Activities

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Equine Facility

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(i) Keeping of horses or ponies

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(ii) Private stable

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(bb) On a tract consisting of between 20,000 sq.
X
ft. and 9 contiguous acres

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(cc) All others
(CB-92-2010)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) Keeping of homing or racing pigeons, provided the
use was in existence:
(i) Prior to June 30, 1987
(ii) On or after June 30, 1987
(CB-45-1987; CB-36-1991)

(iii) Riding stable
(aa) On a tract consisting of less than 20,000 sq.
ft.

(F) Urban Farm
(CB-76-2013; CB-14-2019)

X
X

P 97,
112,
135

X

(i) Rooftop urban farm uses, provided that the use
meets certain structural requirements set by DPIE and
X
approved by the Council
(CB-14-2019)

X

(G) Medical Cannabis Grower and/or Processor
(CB-5-2016)

X

(H) Beekeeping on residential land
(CB-80-2016)

P 97,
112,
135

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

P 97, P 97, P 97,
112,
135

112,
135

112,
135

X

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Nursery and garden center:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.05
(B) All others
(CB-35-1989; CB-143-1989; CB-135-1993)

Sand or gravel wet-processing, in accordance with Section
SE
27-445.02
Sawmill:
(A) Only for timber grown on the premises

SE
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(B) In connection with an agricultural operation

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Surface mining, in accordance with Section 27-445.02

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) A Special Exception use
(CB-85-1988)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Parking lot used in accordance with Part 11 to serve a use
in an adjacent Commercial, Industrial, or M-X-T Zone
(CB-85-1988; CB-4-2003)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

Parking of mobile home except as otherwise specified

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of mobile home in a public right-of-way 31

X

X

X

X

(A) Boats and boat trailers 91
(CB-24-2010)

P 17 P

P

(B) Buses, 18 on the same lot with, and accessory to,
the principal use, such as a school or church

P

P

(i) Not more than one

P

(ii) Unlimited number
(CB-43-1989)

X

(9) Transportation/Parking/Communications/Utilities:
(CB-12-2016)
Airport, airpark, airfield, heliport, or helistop; private
(CB-14-1992)
Airstrip, private:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.07
(B) All others
(CB-14-1992)
Antennas and related equipment buildings and enclosures,
other than satellite dish antennas:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.04
(B) All others
(CB-65-2000)
Farm vehicles and farm machinery used on farm premises
51

(CB-105-1993)
Monopoles and related equipment buildings and
enclosures:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-445.04
(B) All others
(CB-65-2000)
Parking lot or garage, or loading area, used in accordance
with Part 11 to serve:
(A) A permitted, PA, or PB use

SE
70

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Parking of vehicles owned or used by the occupants of the
premises or their bona fide guests:

(C) Camping trailer (unoccupied): 44
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(D) Not more than 1 commercial vehicle:
(i) Having a maximum manufacturer's gross vehicle
weight specification of up to 17,000 pounds, and which
may include unlimited advertising on the side of the
vehicle:
(aa) If parked within a wholly enclosed private
parking garage

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(bb) If parked in a side or rear yard 11

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(ii) If parked on the premises, having a maximum
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight specification of up to
8,500 pounds, no advertising (other than a firm name or
similar designation not exceeding 4 inches high), and
P
excluding vehicles exceeding 300 cubic feet of load space,
stake platform trucks, dump trucks, crane or tow trucks,
and vehicles with dual rear axles

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(iii) Owned and registered by an occupant of the
premises, having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight
specification of greater than 17,000 pounds, parked only in
the side or rear yard for not more than 72 continuous hours X
on a lot at least 5 acres in size, and set back 300 feet from
all lot lines 11

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(iv) Owned and registered by an occupant of the
premises, having a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight
specification of greater than 17,000 pounds, parked only in
X
the side or rear yard for not more than 72 continuous
hours, on a lot at least 2 acres in size 11
(CB-53-1987; CB-35-1993)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Commercial vehicles not exceeding a
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight specification of 8,500
pounds; containing no advertising other than a firm name
or similar designation not more than 4 inches high; and
X
excluding vehicles exceeding 300 cubic feet of load space,
stake platform trucks, dump trucks, crane or tow trucks, or
vehicles with dual rear wheels

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(A) Underground pipelines, electric power facilities or
equipment, or telephone facilities or equipment; and
P
railroad tracks or passenger stations, but not railroad yards

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Other public utility uses or structures (including
major transmission and distribution lines and structures,
but excluding railroad yards, round houses, car barns, and
freight stations)
(CB-25-1987; CB-65-2000)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(F) Private passenger vehicles
Public utility uses or structures:

Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27424.02:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling
unit

2861/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(B) More than 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1
dwelling unit

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked,
dismantled, or not currently licensed, except where
specifically allowed 12
(CB-4-1987)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Towers or poles (electronic, radio, or television,
transmitting or receiving):
(A) Commercial purposes
(B) Nonprofit, noncommercial purposes
(CB-18-1984; CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-133-1984;
CB-33-1985; CB-123-1994; CB-65-2000)

1

Provided both of an adjoining pair are erected at the same time.

2

Subject to all requirements applicable to the R-T Zone (except as specifically modified for the R-20
Zone).

3

Limited to dwelling units arranged one above the other.

4

On lots having a net area exceeding twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.
(CB-45-1987)

5

The townhouses may be developed without conforming to the regulations applicable to townhouses
governing roadways and drives, tract widths and sizes, density, and net lot area, provided:
(A) A preliminary plat of subdivision has been approved for the property as of June 1, 1975, in
accordance with the net lot area and lot frontage requirements applicable to multifamily dwellings in the
R-18 Zone, with a maximum density of 22 dwelling units per acre; and
(B) A final plat was recorded prior to June 1, 1976.
(CB-29-2020)

6

Provided a condominium plat is recorded, in accordance with the provisions of the Maryland
Condominium Act, setting out each dwelling unit as a separate unit.

7

Provided the use is limited to a person residing in the dwelling.

8

Except as allowed without a Special Exception.

9

Provided the use is located in a community building (constructed as part of a multifamily project), owned
by a homes association, that does not contain any dwelling units. Not more than one-third (1/3) of the
gross floor area of the community building may be used for professional office space.

10

Provided the multifamily dwelling or project contains at least twenty-four (24) dwelling units.
(CB-36-1987)

11

For lots having frontage on more than one (1) street (i.e., a corner lot), a commercial vehicle may only be
parked in a yard that does not have street frontage.
(CB-53-1987)

12

This shall not apply to:
(A) Such storage accessory to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle which is stored in a wholly enclosed garage.
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13

For zero lot line development, in accordance with Optional Residential Design Approach provisions of
Subtitle 24.

14

Only for the expansion of the existing business on abutting land in the C-M, I-1, I-2, or I-4 Zones.

15

Restricted to one-family detached and semidetached dwellings.

16

Restricted to one-family detached dwellings.

17

Only one (1) of each.

18

Provided:
(A) The parking area shall be in addition to any required parking lot on the premises. The parking area
shall be connected to a public street by means of a driveway (constructed in compliance with the
minimum standards of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement) with a minimum
width of eleven (11) feet for each lane;
(B) The parking area shall be screened from any adjoining land in any Residential Zone (on land
proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design
Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan; and
(C) No repairs, service, maintenance, or gasoline dispensing or storage facility shall be permitted
without a Special Exception.
(CB-29-2014)

19

Provided:
(A) The use is limited to one (1) bona fide resident of the dwelling;
(B) Not more than two (2) nonresident, nonprofessional assistants may be employed;
(C) Professional consultation at a professional's dwelling with a visiting consultant, or the employment
of an alternate professional in the event of the death, disability, illness, temporary absence, or vacation of
the resident professional, is also allowed;
(D) The use shall not alter the residential character or appearance of the premises; and
(E) The use shall not occupy more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross floor area of the dwelling.

20

Home occupations consisting of general clerical work or professional offices require a use and occupancy
permit.
(CB-31-1985)

21

Not applicable to multifamily dwellings.

22

Slaughterhouses, fertilizer works, bone yards, plants for the reduction of animal matter, and any uses
which are noxious or offensive because of odor, dust, smoke, gas, or noise, are prohibited; may include
an equine facility in conjunction with the agricultural use.
(CB-92-2010)

23

On lots having a net area of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or less, keeping cattle, equines, poultry,
or other animals or birds (other than customary household pets) shall only be permitted upon approval of
a Special Exception.
(CB-92-2010)

24

As a temporary use subject to annual renewal and located at least five hundred (500) feet from the
boundary line of any other land in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone.

25

Limited to four hundred (400) square feet.

26

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
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(C) Occupied by a station that was in use as a station on June 30, 1982.
The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
27

The field shall be located on a lot having a net area of at least ten (10) acres, which is owned and
operated by an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution. Any accessory building shall not exceed one
thousand (1,000) square feet of gross floor area, and shall only be used for maintenance and storage.
Otherwise, a Special Exception is required.

28

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres;
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies an amusement tax;
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by, or reasonably connected with, the other use;
and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year, except mobile homes used in connection with pari-mutuel racetracks
where the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

29

Limited to two (2) vehicles (total, all types) for a lot used for one-family semidetached dwelling, and four
(4) vehicles (total, all types) for a two-family detached dwelling.

30

Only in connection with one-family detached dwellings.

31

Except in an emergency. In this case, the parking shall be subject to the traffic and parking regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

32

In a cluster development for which the preliminary plat of subdivision was approved prior to September
1, 1986, showing such one-family attached dwellings. Up to twenty percent (20%) in the R-80 Zone, and
twenty-five percent (25%) in the R-55 Zone, of the total number of dwelling units in the cluster
development may be one-family attached dwellings. The remainder shall be one-family detached
dwellings.
(CB-54-1986)

33

Only for expansion of an existing sanitary landfill or rubble fill on abutting land for which an approved
Special Exception has not expired.

34

Minimum lot size of two (2) acres required. If associated with a church that has approved off-site
parking, the total area of the properties shall be a minimum of two (2) acres. A church must provide its
tax-exempt identification number when applying for a Detailed Site Plan or a building or use and
occupancy permit for an accessory day care center for children.
(CB-23-1988; CB-44-1989; CB-101-2015)

35

In conjunction with an agricultural use.
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Not allowed in an Agricultural Preservation Development, unless it existed prior to the approval of the
site plan.

37

Permitted only on lots having a gross lot area of one (1) acre or more, otherwise a special exception is
required.
(CB-29-1985)

38

Provided the use either:
(A) Is located at or below the ground floor level of a multifamily dwelling and does not exceed two
thousand (2,000) square feet; or
(B) Is located in a community building (constructed as part of a multifamily project) owned by a
homeowners' association and not containing dwelling units, and does not occupy more than one-half of
the gross floor area of the community building.
(CB-81-1985)

39

The use shall be related to, dependent on, secondary to, and located on the same record lot as, the
multifamily dwelling or project.
(CB-36-1987)

40

This does not provide for accessory antennas or overhead distribution lines.
(CB-25-1987)

41

Provided the health center is located on a minimum of twenty-five (25) acres.
(CB-55-1988)

42

Either:
(A) In conjunction with an existing golf course or equestrian center; or
(B) The golf course or equestrian center shall be constructed within five (5) years of approval of the
Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-16-1989)

43

Minimum lot size of thirty thousand (30,000) square feet required, except for bona fide nonprofit groups
or organizations.
(CB-23-1989)

44

Parking shall be provided as follows:
(A) The vehicle shall be located at least eight (8) feet from a street line; and
(B) If parked in a yard abutting a street, it shall be parked on a dust-free surfaced area.
(CB-43-1989)

45

The sale of gazebos and sheds is permitted for a Special Exception approved in 1984 as incidental to its
operation if such sale and display is in accordance with Section 27-385 and provided no more than two
(2) gazebos and two (2) sheds are visible from any public street.
(CB-143-1989)

46

If the property is located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, was zoned R-80 prior to December
18, 1989, and is not the subject of a record plat.
(CB-72-1989)

47

A sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill may include a rock crusher only if it is approved as part of
the Special Exception.
(CB-15-1990; CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

48

Townhouses which were permitted when developed pursuant to former Part 4A of this Subtitle prior to
January 21, 1997, are permitted. No more than twenty percent (20%) of the total number of dwelling
units in the development may be townhouses.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)

49

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)
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50

On lots having a total area exceeding twelve thousand (12,000) square feet.
(CB-36-1991)

51

Includes semitrailers for an agricultural use located on a minimum of ten (10) acres.
(CB-105-1993)

52

A church or similar place of worship that is located on a lot between one (1) and two (2) acres in size
shall require a Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. In addition to the
requirements of Section 27-285(b), the following requirements shall be met:
(A) The minimum setback for all buildings shall be twenty-five (25) feet from each lot line;
(B) When possible, there should be no parking or loading spaces located in the front yard; and
(C) The maximum allowable lot coverage for the zone in which the use is proposed shall not be
increased.
(CB-76-1993)

53

Provided the net lot area is at least five (5) acres.
(CB-76-1993)

54

Any property rezoned to the R-E Zone by a Sectional Map Amendment prior to January 1, 1994, on
which a previous special exception was approved for a nursery and garden center may continue to
operate as a permitted special exception use, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-320 of this
Subtitle.
(CB-135-1993)

55

Provided the field is located on a lot having a net area of at least 40 acres, and any field constructed after
August 1, 1996, is set back 100 feet from all property lines. Otherwise, a Special Exception is required.
(CB-43-1994; CB-33-1996)

56

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle, unless the
use is located in a Regional Park owned by the M-NCPPC.
(CB-47-1995)

57

Conversion shall not occur until:
(A) The building is structurally modified to include the additional dwelling units; and
(B) The additional dwelling units are occupied.
(CB-73-1996)

58

For the purposes of this Section, a dwelling for the elderly shall be housing which is operated in
accordance with State and Federal Fair Housing laws.
(CB-71-1996)

59

Townhouses shall comply with the design guidelines set forth in Section 27-274(a)(11) and the
regulations for development set forth in Section 27-433(d).
(CB-55-1996)

60

Section 3 of CB-55-1996 reads as follows: "BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that the provisions of this
Ordinance shall not apply to projects for which a Detailed Site Plan has been filed and accepted prior to
November 1, 1996, provided the design guidelines and regulations not resulting in a requirement of
resubdivision are applicable, and provided building permits for ten percent of the dwelling units included
in the Detailed Site Plan are issued within one year of the effective date of this legislation (December 30,
1996), and extensions of time for the permits do not exceed six months, and that the dwelling units are
constructed pursuant to the permits.

61

Provided the use is located on a lot or parcel with not more than one-half acre which is adjoining and
contiguous to an existing cemetery.
(CB-60-1998)

62

Permitted use without requirement for special exception provided the use is on a parcel of land in the RH Zone, the gross tract area of which is a maximum of twenty (20) acres, which is adjoining R-R zoned
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land developed with an existing Medical Residential Campus. The entire tract of land in the R-H Zone
shall require Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and
other requirements of the zone shall be consistent with existing development in the adjacent Medical
Residential Campus. The dimensions and percentages shown on the approved site plan shall constitute
the regulations for development.
(CB-21-1999)
63

A Special Exception shall not be required provided:
1. The property is one (1) gross acre or less in size and is located adjacent to a R-18C zoned lot or parcel
recommended for an active adult community in an Approved Sector Plan and Sectional Map
Amendment;
2. The property is located within one (1) mile of a fire station;
3. A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
4. Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width, frontage, yards,
building height, distance between unattached townhouses, density, site access, accessory buildings and
other requirements of the R-R Zone shall be established and shown on the Detailed Site Plan for approval
by the Planning Board and the District Council; and
5. Age restrictions shall be in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act and set forth in covenants
submitted with the application and filed in the land records at the time the final plat of subdivision is
recorded.
(CB-46-1999; CB-42-2016; CB-29-2017)

64

Use of permitted mobile homes is restricted to employees at a riding stable on the Special Exception
property. No more than two mobile homes may be located on such a property, and each must be on its
own R-E lot as required by Section 27-118.01(c). A building permit shall be issued by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for each mobile home. Any mobile home unoccupied for more
than 60 days must be removed from the property.
(CB-79-1999; CB-29-2014)

65

Permitted use without requirement for Special Exception provided the land on which the lot exists is in
the R-55 Zone, immediately adjoins land in the C-S-C Zone, is a part of the same parcel as the land in the
C-S-C Zone, and is located within the municipal limits of the City of New Carrollton.
(CB-88-1999)

66

The use is permitted on R-R zoned property leased from a public agency before January 1, 1974. Parking
and loading facilities shall be provided in accordance with Part 11 (parking and loading requirements).
Landscaping, buffering, and screening shall be provided in accordance with the Landscape Manual.
Development regulations for building setbacks shall be provided in accordance with Part 6 (Commercial
Zone regulations).
The following uses are not permitted: car wash, animal hospital, training, kennel, grooming, blacksmith,
carpet or rug shampooing, department store exceeding 80,000 square feet, electric or gas appliance
repair, farm implement sales and repair, upholstery or furniture repair, locksmith, laboratories, lawn
mower repair, machine shop, massage establishment, methadone treatment center, model studio, photo
processing plant, studio or darkroom, pizza delivery, print shop, newspaper publishing, sauna or steam
bath, septic tank sales, service, sewage dump (pump out) services, shoe repair, taxidermy, welding shop,
bait shop, bottled gas, feed sales, wayside stand, and any use prohibited in the lease with the public
agency, as modified or amended.
(CB-35-2000; CB-60-2009)

67

Permitted use without requirement for Special Exception provided the use was existing as of July 1,
2001, is located on a lot or parcel that is not less than 10 acres in size, and abuts a multi-use trail
designated on an Approved Master Plan.
(CB-53-2001)
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68

Provided the use will be located on land that is located within the median of a road classified as a
freeway on the applicable Master Plan; the property is at least one-half (1/2) acre in size; and access to
the property will not be directly from the main travel lanes of the freeway.
(CB-75-2001)

69

Provided:
(A) The use abuts an existing marina in the C-W-Zone approved prior to 1972 pursuant to a special
exception; and
(B) Notwithstanding the provisions to the contrary, a revised site plan shall be approved by the Planning
Board that incorporates the entire property showing existing and proposed improvements in both the R-R
and C-W Zones.
(CB-76-2001)

70

Permitted use without requirement for special exception, provided; if as of February 1, 2003:
(A) The use is on a parcel of land which is surrounded by commercial and institutional uses;
(B) The parcel does not abut any property that is improved with single-family detached residential
dwellings;
(C) The site has frontage on a street shown on the applicable Master Plan as an arterial or higher
classification; and
(D) Any such use shall only be located upon property that is the subject of an approved Detailed Site
Plan.
(CB-4-2003)

71

A Class 3 fill in existence as of October 7, 2003 that is operating pursuant to any validly issued grading
permit, and is not in violation, shall be permitted to continue in operation as a matter of right, but is
limited to the fill area established by any previously issued grading permit, not to exceed two renewals of
the permit. Those fill operations that are in violation on October 7, 2003 have until December 31, 2003 to
comply, or their permit is void.
(CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

72

Provided:
(A) The property is located on and inside the Capital Beltway at an existing interchange with said
Beltway;
(B) The site contains a minimum of eighty (80) acres that is split-zoned, I-3 and R-R, with not more than
twenty percent (20%) zoned R-R;
(C) The property is proposed for employment uses in the most recently approved applicable Master
Plan;
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle; and
(E) The site plan shall include at least two (2) stores containing one hundred thousand (100,000) square
feet or more of gross floor area.
(CB-65-2003)

73

Provided:
(A) The use is located on land no less than thirty (30) acres and not more than seventy (70) acres in size;
(B) The land adjoins properties in the R-T Zone that is at least sixty (60) acres in size and is developed
with at least three hundred and fifty (350) townhouses;
(C) The land and adjoining properties described in Subsection (B) were placed in the R-T Zone as a
result of an approved Sectional Map Amendment;
(D) The land has frontage on and access to a road classified as an arterial on the applicable Master Plan
and maintained by the State Highway Administration; and
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
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(CB-70-2003)

74

Permitted as an expansion of an existing nonconforming animal hospital, veterinary office with a valid
use and occupancy permit issued on or before July 1, 1998. Said expansion is limited to four thousand
(4,000) square feet of gross floor area and is subject to Detailed Site Plan approval, in accordance with
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, by the Planning Board or its designee.
(CB-76-2003; CB-61-2018)

75

Provided:
(A) The use is located on property in both the C-M and R-A Zones;
(B) The property has frontage on a road classified as a freeway on the applicable Master Plan;
(C) The property is between forty thousand (40,000) and forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet in size
and abuts the site of an existing gas station that was certified as a nonconforming use; and
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved by the Planning Board that shows proposed improvements in
both the C-M and R-A Zones and demonstrated compliance with Section 27-358(a)(1), (2), (4), (5), (6),
(7), (8), (9) and (10). In addition, the Detailed Site Plan shall demonstrate that there are no single family
homes on the property or on any abutting property.
(CB-36-2004)

76

Reserved.
(CB-109-2004; CB-39-2021)

77

Up to seventy-five (75) dwelling units are permitted only if adjoining and operated by the same
organization as an adult day care use, approved by Special Exception. All assisted living facilities
standards and requirements in Part 6, Division 5, must be met, including Detailed Site Plan approval
under Part 3, Division 9.
(CB-110-2004)

78

Provided:
(A) Townhouse development is within a multifamily complex formerly used for multifamily dwellings,
where residential (multifamily and/or townhouse) density was reduced as part of its redevelopment;
(B) Townhouse development shall be in accordance with the regulations for the R-T Zone; and
(C) Detailed Site Plan approval is required in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-112-2004)

79

Permitted only to replace an existing surface mining or Class III fill operation located directly adjacent to
an interstate (with "I" classification, not "US" or "MD") highway, which operation has an active permit at
the time of preliminary plan approval for the townhouse, two-family dwelling or multifamily
development. The Planning Board shall approve a Detailed Site Plan under Part 3, Division 9, of the
Zoning Ordinance. Multifamily dwellings are permitted as provided in Section 27-436 for the R-18 Zone,
and townhouses are permitted as provided in Section 27-433 for the R-T Zone. Regulations concerning
lot size, coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and other requirements applicable to multifamily, twofamily dwellings and townhouse dwellings shall not apply; these dimensional (bulk) requirements shall
be those approved by the Planning Board (or District Council after review) in the Detailed Site Plan. In
its site plan review, the District Council may require the applicant to demonstrate in the site plan record
that highway facilities are adequate to serve the townhouse project. Notwithstanding any provision to the
contrary in Section 27-270 of this Subtitle, any property subject to this provision shall not be required to
obtain a final certified Detailed Site Plan approval prior to the approval and issuance of any County
grading permit. This provision shall not apply to legal nonconforming sand and gravel or Class III fill
operations.
(CB-37-2005; CB-9-2012; CB-73-2015; CB-29-2020)

80

Reserved.
(CB-53-2005; CB-4-2013)

81

(A) Permitted in the R-18 Zone without a Special Exception, provided that the subject property:
2869/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(i) Includes at least five (5) acres;
(ii) Is located within the Developed Tier; and
(iii) Adjoins property also in the R-18 Zone.
(B) Age restrictions in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act shall be set forth in covenants
submitted with the application and shall be approved by the District Council and filed in the land records
at the time the final subdivision plat is recorded. The applicant must obtain approval of a Detailed Site
Plan, as provided in Part 3, Division 9, and demonstrate by evidence in the record that:
(i) The net lot area is at least fifty percent (50%) of the minimum net lot area normally required in
the zone;
(ii) The density is not more than twice that normally allowed in the zone; and
(iii) The project is financed at least partially by tax credits approved by the State of Maryland.
(CB-66-2005)
82

Permitted in the R-55 Zone provided that the subject property meets the following criteria:
(A) Has area of at least two (2) acres;
(B) Has frontage on a freeway or highway; and
(C) Is within a Growth Corridor or Growth Center as defined in the General Plan.
In accordance with the standards listed below, the applicant must obtain approval of a Detailed Site Plan
as provided in Part 3, Division 9. In site plan review, the Planning Board shall find that the proposed use
and subject property meet all Division 9 requirements (except as provided below) and will:
(A) Include at least thirty (30) but not more than fifty (50) residential units;
(B) Include a traffic study that is prepared in accordance with the Planning Board Guidelines for
Analysis of Traffic Impact of Development Proposals showing on-site circulation patterns, access points
on and off site, impacts on major highways and intersections, and impacts mitigated in accordance with
the Guidelines;
(C) Incorporate reasonable regulations for height of structures, architectural design, lot size and
coverage, frontage, setbacks, density (as restricted below), dwelling unit types, percentages of uses, and
other dimensional requirements, in place of conventional requirements;
(D) Have residential densities not exceeding eighteen (18) units per gross tract acre;
(E) Have interior private roads only where appropriate for and in furtherance of community purposes,
and approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement; and
(F) Be adjacent to or connected to C-S-C zoned land being redeveloped as a mixed-use development
defined as at least two (2) uses including residential, retail, or office with each use comprising no less
than ten percent (10%) of the uses of the site.
(i) Recreation facilities should be provided to serve the community; and
(ii) The recreation facilities shall be constructed prior to or concurrently with the residential units or
as stated in a construction schedule approved by the District Council.
(G) The site plan shall also demonstrate the development and uses:
(i) Are in harmony with the purposes of this Subtitle;
(ii) Conform with all applicable requirements of this Subtitle;
(iii) Will not substantially impair the integrity of the applicable Master Plan, any applicable
Functional Master Plan, or the General Plan;
(iv) Will not adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of residents or workers in the
neighborhood;
(v) Will not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties or the neighborhood
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generally; and
(vi) Conform to an approved Tree Conservation Plan.
(CB-97-2005; CB-29-2014)

83

In the Rural Tier as defined by the 2002 General Plan or as amended through a subsequent planning
process where a preliminary plat of subdivision is required pursuant to Subtitle 24 after June 30, 2006 the
subdivision of land shall be subject to Section 24-152(g)(2) through (6), and (h) of the Conservation
Subdivision regulations. The minimum lot width at the building line and street line, and main building
setback along a scenic and historic road are contained in Section 27-445.12(a) Tables 1 and 3.
(CB-1-2006)

84

Provided the property has a net lot area of at least six (6) acres and is located in a mixed use activity
center designated as a "Transit Village" in the applicable Area Master Plan.
(CB-37-2006)

85

In a Public Benefit Conservation Subdivision, townhouses, one-family semidetached, and one-family
metropolitan dwellings are allowed subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan and subject to the
design guidelines of Section 27-274 (a)(11) and the regulations for development set forth in Section 27433 (c) through (k). Townhouses, one-family semidetached, and one-family metropolitan dwellings may
not comprise more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total number of units included in a Public
Benefit Conservation Subdivision.
(CB-32-2008)

86

Provided:
(A) The subject property is a minimum of eighteen thousand (18,000) square feet in size.
(B) The subject property is located on a corner lot with frontage on at least one public street with a right
of way greater than eighty (80) feet in width.
(C) The use requires no new "building" construction on the subject property.
(D) The use meets the Additional Requirements for Specific Special Exception as set forth in Section
27-348.03.
(CB-81-2008)

87

Each project developed pursuant to this provision shall be subject to a mandatory Detailed Site Plan
reviewed by the District Council.
(CB-82-2008)

88

Permitted only where the multifamily development is the subject of a condominium regime, the property
is located in a Transit Development Overlay Zone, the property abuts the District of Columbia, and the
development includes a mix of residential and commercial uses. A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved
by the Planning Board in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of the Zoning Ordinance. Regulations
concerning lot size, coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and other requirements applicable to
multifamily dwellings shall apply; these dimensional (bulk) requirements shall be those approved by the
Planning Board (or the District Council) in the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-82-2008; CB-29-2020)

89

Permitted in accordance with Section 27-445.01 on land assessed for agricultural use. A restaurant may
be permitted as an accessory use to a farm winery subject to approval of a special exception. The
inclusion of a food or beverage store is not permitted as an accessory use to a Farm Winery.
(CB-36-2009)

90

The use is permitted by right, but requires approval of a Detailed Site Plan to ensure the development of
an appropriate rural/environmental setting whenever the land area covered by buildings and other
structures exceeds 40,000 square feet.
(CB-39-2009)

91

Parking shall be provided as follows:
(A) The boat and boat trailer shall be located at least eight (8) feet from a street line;
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(B) The boat and boat trailer shall be parked on a dust-free surface area such as concrete, asphalt, or
gravel;
(C) The boat and boat trailer shall be properly licensed and operable;
(D) The boat and boat trailer shall not be in excess of twenty (20) feet unless located on a lot at least two
(2) acres in size; and
(E) The boat and boat trailer shall be covered to prevent the accumulation of water.
(CB-24-2010)
92

Provided the use is for the purpose of promoting agritourism as defined in Sec. 27-107(a).
(CB-92-2010)

93

Permitted use without requirement for Special Exception only to replace a legal, nonconforming nursing
or care home on an abutting R-80 Zone lot, which has been in continuous operation since 1970. A
Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-55-2011)

94

Permitted use without requirement for Special Exception or Detailed Site Plan provided the property on
which the use is located is owned by a non-profit organization as of October 1, 2012, and further
provided that said property shall be exempt from the requirements of the Prince George's County
Landscape Manual, Section 27-442(c) Regulations for Lot Coverage and Green Area, and Part 11 for offstreet parking and loading except for parking facilities for the physically handicapped.
(CB-105-2012; CB-97-2013)

95

If the day center is owned and operated by a church and was previously a Head Start public school and
day care center operated by Prince George's Board of Education, it may be permitted by right, in
accordance with Section 27-445.03. Said day care center must be adjacent to the church. The church
must provide its tax-exempt identification number when applying for a Detailed Site Plan or a building or
use and occupancy permit, as well as documentation demonstrating the contractual relationship between
the church and the Prince George's Board of Education.
(CB-2-2013)

96

Permitted use provided the subject property is subject to a previously approved special exception for a
parking lot on residential land serving an adjacent property in a commercial zone and the adjacent
property is developed with an eating or drinking establishment with drive-through service.
(CB-14-2013)

97

Permitted use if the extent of the use on the property does not exceed a maximum of five (5) acres in
size. The Urban Farm shall not allow noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises. The applicant shall
be required to obtain a Health Department permit if fruits and vegetables are cut up or prepared foods are
being sold to the public. Signage shall be limited to way finding and directional signs.
(CB-76-2013; CB-25-2016)

98

Provided the use is limited to the preparation of food and/or beverages only and is within a public
building owned and operated by a municipality that operates a food service facility therein pursuant to a
food service facility permit issued prior to January 1, 2014.
(CB-4-2014)

99

Provided, and notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, that:
(A) The property has frontage on and access to a road classified as arterial on the applicable Master
Plan;
(B) The use is located on a site that is split-zoned, C-S-C and R-R, consisting of no more than six (6)
acres in size, with existing commercial improvements on the site; and
(C) The site and the land described in Subsection (B) was split-zoned, C-S-C and R-R, as a result of a
Sectional Map Amendment approved after January 1, 2013.
(CB-12-2014)

100 A special exception shall not be required for an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, or the rental of
2872/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

the facilities on the property by the eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, including but not limited to
banquet hall, auditorium, or other indoor or outdoor recreational facilities not already permitted on
property that is:
(A) An aggregate of at least 85 acres in area;
(B) Is split-zoned Open Space (O-S) and Residential Estate (R-E);
(C) Partially outside the Growth Boundary of the County; and
(D) The eleemosynary or philanthropic institution is the title owner of the property in the land records of
the County.
(CB-70-2014)
For a public safety fraternal organization private club located on a lot having a gross tract area of at least
101 five (5) acres, a special exception shall not be required and shall be deemed a permitted use.
(CB-75-2014)
102 Permitted as a temporary use in the R-R Zone, where:
(A) The adaptive reuse is on publicly owned land, for which the County has conveyed a leasehold
interest, subject to certain terms; and
(B) Upon conclusion of the temporary use on the property, the property will be used as a Community
Building, as defined in Section 27-107.01(a), in furtherance of a continuing public benefit.
(CB-20-2015)
Provided the use is not located within a multifamily project and is located within an existing one-story
building situated on at least five (5) lots that have frontage on, but no direct vehicular access to, a
roadway with a transportation functional classification as an arterial or higher on the applicable Master
103
Plan, and said lots were rezoned from commercial to residential pursuant to a Sectional Map Amendment
approved between January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2010.
(CB-24-2015)
104 Provided, and notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, that:
(A) The lot or parcel is entirely surrounded by land in the M-X-T Zone;
(B) The lot or parcel was approved by a Sectional Map Amendment after October 1, 2006, and for which
a comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation;
(C) The lot or parcel was recommended for medium-to high density or mixed-use in a Master Plan or
Sector Plan approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was
conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation; and
(D) The lot or parcel area is less than 2.0 acres in size.
(CB-8-2015)
For a public safety fraternal organization private club located on a lot or parcel having a gross tract area
of at least five (5) acres, any alteration, enlargement, extension or revision of the special exception use
105
shall not require the filing and approval of a special exception application.
(CB-43-2015)
106 Permitted uses on property in the O-S Zone, as follows:
(A) The proposed use is located on property that is contiguous with property in the C-S-C Zone; and
(B) The property has been used as a commercial retail business since January 1, 2000, or earlier.
(CB-73-2015)
107

A Special Exception shall not be required and shall be a permitted use on property in the O-S Zone,
provided:
(A) The tower, pole, or monopole is located on property that is contiguous with property in the C-S-C
Zone;
(B) The property has been used as a commercial retail business since January 1, 2000, or earlier; and
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(C) The use is otherwise in conformance with the prescriptions of Section 27-416(a)(1)—(4) of this
Subtitle.
(CB-73-2015)
108 Townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than two (2) acres in size;
(B) The property is currently developed with institutional/educational uses; and
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building
height, distance between unattached townhouses, density, accessory buildings, private streets, minimum
area for development, and other requirements of the R-55 and R-T Zones shall not apply. If not specified
within the Transit District Standards or Development District Standards applicable to the property, the
foregoing requirements shall be established and shown on the Detailed Site Plan. The detailed site plan
process pursuant to this section shall also include review of architectural features for the proposed
development.
(CB-106-2015)
109

Subject to conformance with Section 27-445.16 of this Subtitle.
(CB-5-2016)

110 Provided, and notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, the lot or parcel is:
(A) Less than four (4) acres in size;
(B) Contiguous to property located in the I-1 Zone;
(C) Adjacent to property owned by the Federal Government;
(D) Has frontage on a Master Plan right-of-way; and
(E) Development regulations for the development of industrial uses shall conform with the provisions of
Part 7 (Industrial Zone regulations) of this Subtitle for the I-1 Zone; as such, the development regulations
for the residential zones shall not apply to qualifying industrial development in the R-R Zones of Prince
George's County.
(CB-12-2016; CB-119-2017)
111

Provided that the use conforms with the following criteria:
(A) The townhouses shall be located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) with a land area less than eleven (11) acres
in size;
(B) The property is located within a development area designated through a Sector Plan and Sectional
Map Amendment approved before January 1, 2010;
(C) The property is located within a Development District Overlay Zone approved prior to June 1, 2014;
(D) The property is located within a development district eligible for Tax Increment Financing as
designated by the County before January 1, 2015;
(E) In accordance with Section 27-548.25 of this Subtitle, the development is subject to a Detailed Site
Plan process in accordance with Part 3, Division 9;
(F) Notwithstanding any provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, the regulations of the R-10A Zone
concerning net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building height, distance
between unattached townhouses, density, accessory buildings, and other requirements shall not apply; all
such requirements for the development shall be established by and shown on the approved Detailed Site
Plan; and
(G) Dimensional (bulk) requirements shall be established and approved by the Planning Board and/or
the District Council in the final decision applicable to the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-28-2016)

112 Provided:
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(A) The use shall not cause noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises;
(B) Onsite signage shall be limited to one identification sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area.
Way-finding, directional and interpretative signs educating attendees about urban farming are allowed on
the property;
(C) The use must be maintained in an orderly manner, including litter removal, irrigation, pest control,
and removal of dead or diseased plant materials. All garbage must be removed from the site weekly;
(D) Garbage and compost receptacles at an urban farm shall be screened from the street and adjacent
properties by utilizing landscaping, fencing, or storage within structures;
(E) The use shall be required to obtain all necessary permits as applicable, including for accessory
structures and signage,
(F) Notwithstanding Section 27-107.01(243.8), incidental sales are not permitted onsite; however,
customers subscribed to a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program managed by the farm are
allowed to pick up their weekly share of produce from the urban farm property, and
(G) Crop plantings shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the front street line.
(CB-25-2016; CB-14-2019)
113

Provided that the use is within a building being used as a beauty shop pursuant to FN 114 of this Section.
(CB-71-2016)

114

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, the use shall be permitted without the requirement
of a special exception, provided:
(A) The use is on a parcel or lot having a gross tract area of no more than three (3) acres;
(B) The use is in a building that includes more than five (5) chairs and is not included within a singlefamily residential dwelling;
(C) The site has frontage on a street shown on the applicable Master Plan as an arterial or higher
classification;
(D) The majority of parking provided for the building shall be beside or behind the building; and
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width, frontage, yards, building
height, density, minimum area for development, any dimensional (bulk) requirements, and other
requirements of the R-R Zone shall not apply. If not specified within Transit District Standards or
Development District Standards applicable to a property, the foregoing requirements shall be established
and shown on the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-71-2016)

115 Provided:
(A) The property was used as a parking lot serving adjacent property in a commercial zone pursuant to a
special exception approved prior to September 1, 1991.
(B) A detailed site plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(C) Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width, frontage, yards,
building height, density, minimum area for development, any dimensional (bulk) requirements, and other
requirements applicable for development in the R-55 Zone shall not apply.
(CB-81-2016)
116 Provided the lot or parcel:
(A) Is less than ½ (one-half) acre in size;
(B) Abuts property located in the C-O Zone; and
(C) Has frontage on a State maintained roadway classified as an urban minor arterial as well as on a
County maintained roadway with a median containing a monument located adjacent to the property.
(CB-83-2016)
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117 A Special Exception shall not be required provided:
1. The property is identified for active adult community in an Approved Sector Plan and Sectional Map
Amendment;
2. The property shall not be subject to the condominium or other home ownership recommendation as
the zone requires or as may be stated within an Approved Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment;
3. A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
4. Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width, frontage, yards,
building height, site access, distance between unattached townhouses, density, accessory buildings and
other requirements of the R-18 or R-18C Zones shall be established and shown on the Detailed Site Plan
for approval by the Planning Board and the District Council.
5. Age restrictions shall be in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act and set forth in covenants
submitted with the application and filed in the land records at the time the final plat of subdivision is
recorded; and
6. The applicant must demonstrate by evidence in the record that:
(A) The net lot area is at least fifty percent (50%) of the minimum net lot area normally required in
the zone;
(B) The density is not more than twice what is normally allowed in the zone; and
(C) The project is financed at least partially by tax credits approved by the State of Maryland.
(CB-29-2017)
118 Permitted as a use in the R-55 Zone, where:
(A) The lot or parcel is located at a "T" intersection with direct frontage and access to a roadway
classified as a Collector by the 2009 Approved Countywide Master Plan of Transportation; and
(B) The lot or parcel is located within 1,000 feet of Southern Avenue and the Prince George's County
boundary with the District of Columbia; and
(C) The lot or parcel is located within the Approved Master Plan and SMA for the Heights and Vicinity
(Planning Area 76A), approved November 21, 2000; and
(D) The lot or parcel is located adjacent to land placed in the M-X-T Zone as a result of the Southern
Green Line Station Area Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment, approved February 25, 2014.
(CB-71-2017)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle or County Code, a health campus on property that is
the subject of one or more previously approved special exceptions for a health campus, including all uses
set forth in Section 27-362(a)(3), which shall include any use set forth in Section 27-362(a)(3) (including
119
parking and loading needs of employees and residents of, and visitors and delivery services to, the site)
on property contiguous to the property boundaries of said previously approved health campus use, shall
be permitted by right and does not require special exception approval, provided:
(1) The original special exception as to the existing health campus use for the property (which may have
been enlarged since the original approval) was approved prior to January 1, 1984;
(2) The health campus consists of a minimum of fifty (50) contiguous acres;
(3) The health campus has frontage on at least two (2) rights-of-way, one of which has a functional
transportation classification of collector or higher, and the other has a functional transportation
classification of freeway; and
(4) The health campus includes buildings with at least 100,000 square feet of gross floor area.
(CB-88-2017)
120 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcels(s) that is less than sixteen (16) acres in size and adjoins land
zoned C-S-C;
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(B) The property adjoins land which is the subject of an approved development application for a gas
station; and
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall include adjoining property located in the C-S-C Zone and be approved in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage,
frontage, setbacks, density, landscaping and other requirements of the R-R Zone shall not apply. These
dimensional (bulk) regulations shall be approved in accordance with such requirements applicable to a
Regional Urban Community in the M-X-T Zone, as set forth in Section 27-544(f)(2)(E) and (G) of this
Subtitle, by the Planning Board (or District Council after review) in the Detailed Site Plan. The Detailed
Site Plan shall show commercial development and include architectural review to ensure high quality
design and construction materials compatible with the surrounding area.
(CB-122-2017; CB-75-2018)
121

One-family detached dwellings in the R-R Zone may be developed pursuant to the regulations applicable
to the R-55 Zone, provided:
(A) The property is adjacent to land owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission;
(B) The total land proposed for development is less than five (5) acres;
(C) The land proposed for development has frontage on a dedicated, but unimproved, public right-ofway;
(D) The property was included on a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision approved on or before January 1,
2007 and is subject to a new Preliminary Plan of Subdivision reflecting the number of lots to be
developed; and
(E) The property is within one-half (½) mile of a municipal boundary.
(CB-99-2017)

122 Provided, and notwithstanding any other provisions or regulations in this Part, the lot(s) or parcel(s):
(A) Are more than 300 acres in size;
(B) Are located outside of the growth boundary in the General Plan;
(C) Includes a portion of the site that was part of a prior surface mining operation pursuant to a
previously approved special exception;
(D) Is at least in part no more than 2,000 feet from the boundaries of Charles County;
(E) Excludes the recycling of textiles, rubber products, or nonferrous metals; and
(F) Development regulations shall be provided in accordance with Part 7 (Industrial Zone regulations) of
this Subtitle for the I-2 Zone; as such, the development regulations for the Residential Zone shall not
apply.
(CB-101-2017)
123 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) that is less than four (4) acres in size and is adjacent to land
zoned R-T;
(B) The property is adjoined on two (2) sides by land which was zoned R-M as of November 1, 2017
and which is improved with or is the subject of an approved development application which includes
townhouses;
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, landscaping and other
requirements of the R-R Zone shall not apply. All such requirements shall be those as shown, established
and approved on the Detailed Site Plan. The Detailed Site Plan shall also include architectural review to
ensure high quality design and construction materials compatible with that approved for development on
the abutting property.
(CB-93-2017)
2877/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

124 Permitted use, provided:
(A) The R-55 is combined with R-T and I-3 zoned lots, parcels, or property totaling less than sixteen
(16) gross acres in size and located less than 2,000 feet from an interchange to the outer loop of the
Capital Beltway (I-95/I-495);
(B) The property shall have access to a signalized intersection of a publicly maintained roadway with a
functional transportation classification as an Arterial or higher within the 2009 Countywide Master Plan
of Transportation; and
(C) Regulations of the R-55 Zone shall not apply; all requirements for development shall be established
by and shown on a Detailed Site Plan approved by the Planning Board and/or the District Council.
(CB-118-2017)
Permitted use notwithstanding Section 27-223(i); however, if the R-T zoned property is combined with
R-55 and I-3 zoned lots, parcels, or property totaling less than sixteen (16) gross acres in size and located
125
less than 2,000 feet from an interchange to the outer loop of the Capital Beltway (I-95/I-495); a
townhouse is only a permitted use provided:
(A) The property shall have access to a signalized intersection of a publicly maintained roadway with a
functional transportation classification as Arterial or higher within the 2009 Countywide Master Plan of
Transportation; and
(B) Regulations of the R-T Zone shall not apply; all requirements for development shall be established
by and shown on a Detailed Site Plan approved by the Planning Board and/or the District Council.
(CB-118-2017; CB-29-2019)
126 Permitted use, provided:
(A) The proposed use is located on lots, parcels, or property with a total land area of fifteen (15) gross
acres in size or less;
(B) The proposed use is located on land adjacent to and with frontage on an existing, publicly-owned
pedestrian/bicycle recreational facility;
(C) The proposed use is located on property with frontage and access to a signalized intersection of a
publicly-maintained roadway with a functional transportation classification of 'Collector' or higher
pursuant to the applicable Countywide Master Plan of Transportation; and
(D) The regulations ordinarily applicable to development within the R-R Zone shall not apply; instead,
all requirements for development of the proposed townhouse dwelling unit residential uses shall be
determined through a detailed site plan approval process and depicted on the certified Detailed Site Plan
as approved by the Planning Board and/or District Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section
27-548(h) of this Subtitle, in pertinent part, as follows:
(i) Townhouses developed pursuant to a Detailed Site Plan for which an application is filed after
December 30, 1996, shall be on lots at least one thousand one hundred (1,100) square feet in size, and
shall have at least sixty percent (60%) of the full front facades constructed of brick, stone, or stucco. In
addition, there shall be no more than six (6) townhouses per building group, except where the applicant
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Planning Board or District Council, as applicable, that more than
six (6) dwelling units (but not more than eight (8) dwelling units) would create a more attractive living
environment or would be more environmentally sensitive. In no event shall the number of building
groups containing more than six (6) dwelling units exceed twenty percent (20%) of the total number of
building groups in the total development, and the minimum building width in any continuous, attached
group shall be twenty (20) feet, and the minimum gross living space shall be one thousand two hundred
and fifty (1,250) square feet. For the purposes of this Subsection, gross living space shall be defined as
all interior building space except the garage and unfinished basement or attic area.
(ii) For purposes of this section, a building group shall be considered a separate building group (even
though attached) when the angle formed by the front walls of two (2) adjoining rows of units is greater
than forty-five degrees (45°).
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(iii) Garages may not dominate the streetscape. Garages are preferred to be incorporated into the rear
of the building and accessed by an alley. Sidewalks are required on both sides of all public and private
streets and parking lots.
(CB-28-2018)
127 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on property that is greater than fifty (50) acres in size;
(B) The property, or a portion thereof, is located in a Local Center as designated in the General Plan;
(C) The property has frontage on a roadway with a functional transportation classification as a freeway
on the applicable Master Plan; and
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, landscaping and other
requirements or regulations of the R-R Zone shall not apply. All such dimensional requirements shall be
those approved in accordance with such requirements applicable to the M-X-T Zone in the Detailed Site
Plan including architectural elevations.
(CB-63-2018)
128 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on property that has a minimum of eight (8) acres;
(B) The property, or a portion thereof, is located less than 1,000 feet from property designated as a
regional park operated by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission or less than 500
feet from property designated as an Historic Site or Resource on the National Register of Historic Places;
(C) The property on which the use will be located has frontage on a roadway with a functional
transportation classification of collector or higher; and
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, landscaping and other
requirements or regulations of the R-80 Zone shall not apply. All such dimensional requirements shall be
those approved in accordance with such requirements applicable to the M-X-T Zone in the Detailed Site
Plan including architectural elevations.
(CB-64-2018)
129 Permitted use, provided:
(A) The property is located within a character area that is the subject of a Minor Amendment to an area
Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment approved on or after March 1, 2018;
(B) The property that is proposed for residential development, consisting of single-family detached and
single-family attached residential dwelling units, will be located on lot(s) or parcel(s) with an aggregate
acreage of not less than One Hundred Twenty (120) acres in size;
(C) Development regulations applicable to O-S Zone set forth within this Subtitle, including minimum
lot sizes, coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, lot width, yards, building height, distance between
townhouse groups and other requirements shall not apply to the development of single-family detached
and single-family attached (townhouse) residential dwellings as authorized herein. Instead, the density
regulations for the R-R Zone shall apply. All such other development regulations, including architectural
review of proposed uses for development of the subject property, shall be as established and shown on a
Detailed Site Plan approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle;
(D) A preliminary plan of subdivision approval process shall apply to development authorized pursuant
to this Section; and
(E) Notwithstanding Section 27-270 of this Subtitle, a permit for rough grading may be issued by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement after the adoption of a Resolution of approval
for the preliminary plan of subdivision and acceptance of a Detailed Site Plan. The grading shall be
limited to utilities, streets and the approved limits of disturbance for rough grading purposes as shown on
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the approved preliminary plan of subdivision.
(CB-97-2018; CB-60-2019)
Conversion of Hospital to Health Campus is subject to the requirements listed in Section 27-362(a)(2)
and (3) of this Subtitle, except Sections 27-362(a)(2)(D) and (G) shall not apply. Not less than fifteen
percent (15%) of the site shall be devoted to green area. Wherever a special exception is required within
130 Section 27-362 instead, a detailed site plan shall be required and approved in accordance with Part 3
Division 9 of this Subtitle. The Health Campus may include a state licensed freestanding medical facility
in addition to or in lieu of a general acute care hospital.
(CB-56-2018)
131 Permitted use, provided:
(A) The proposed development is located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than five (5) acres in size;
(B) The applicable area Master Plan or Sector Plan recommends mixed use as a future land use on the
lot(s) or parcel(s);
(C) All commercial uses permitted in the C-S-C zone shall be permitted on the ground floor of a multifamily building;
(D) The property is located adjacent to an existing or proposed light rail transit station;
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(F) Regulations concerning lot size, net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width, yards, building
height, density, FAR, accessory buildings, and other regulations applicable to development in the R-18
and R-55 Zones shall not apply. Instead, the approved Detailed Site Plan shall set forth all development
regulations to be followed, and shall include review and approval of architectural elevations;
(G) The Detailed Site Plan shall be subject to the Prince George's County Landscape Manual; and
(H) The Detailed Site Plan shall include a traffic impact analysis which evaluates traffic capacity at
critical intersections.
(CB-57-2018; CB-29-2020)
Provided the property is zoned R-A and is both (i) an existing or former surface mining site and (ii) the
site of a former golf course. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subtitle, Class 3 fills meeting the
requirements of this footnote are permitted as part of a reclamation of property operating as an existing or
132
former surface mining site and shall not be subject to the special exception requirement pursuant to
Section 27-405.01 of the Zoning Ordinance, and shall operate for a maximum of ten years subject to the
following:
(a) If the use of Class 3 fill materials on site include a rock crusher or other processing equipment, its
location shall be shown on the site plan;
(b) A traffic study, prepared in accordance with the Planning Board's "Guidelines for the Analysis of the
Traffic Impact of Development Proposals," shall be submitted with the reclamation permit application
and shall include an analysis of haul routes for the truck traffic generated by the use, with any required
mitigation made as a condition of permit approval;
(c) The Class 3 fill material reclamation shall meet the buffering and screening requirements of the
Landscape Manual, shall have a 100-foot non-disturbance buffer from all property lines, and shall
include landscaping or berms sufficient to screen fill operations from adjoining residentially-zoned
property, property containing a use listed in subsection (a)(6), and public streets or highways. All berms
and landscaping shall be installed in the initial phase of development, before fill is placed on site;
(d) The height limitations for the Class 3 fill reclamation operation shall be at grade or ground level for
the site;
(e) The fill operation shall have a staging area with equipment for cleaning truck wheels and a minimum
22-foot paved access road designed to accommodate no less than 25 trucks;
(f) The site entrance shall have a gate which is locked when the fill is not in operation. Hours and days
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of operation shall be limited to Monday through Friday, 7:00 am to 5:00 pm, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Saturday. Site or operational personnel shall be on site during hours of operation;
(g) The site shall have proper signage showing the name of the operator, the permit number, hours of
operation, telephone number of the operator, as well as provide directional signs for internal truck traffic
and haul routes. The site plan shall also provide for final reclamation and stabilization of the site at the
cessation of the fill operation;
(h) The site and Class 3 fill material reclamation operation shall be subject to inspection by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for compliance with county or state laws or
regulations at the agency's discretion.
(i) A haul road permit shall be obtained from the County Department of Public Works and
Transportation (DPW&T) prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to the Class 3 fill
site. A street construction permit shall be obtained from the County Department of Public Works and
Transportation (DPW&T) prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to the Class 3 fill
site;
(j) Upon completion of the reclamation using Class 3 fill materials or the expiration of the ten-year limit
to its operation, whichever is earlier, and within two years after the cessation of Class 3 fill operations,
the Class 3 fill applicant and/or operator, including any successors or assigns, shall, as a condition of and
detailed within any permit approval, grade all disturbed areas and stabilize the site by cover with topsoil,
seed and straw and prepare the onsite access road and adequate onsite parking lot(s) to a subbase grade
with recycled concrete and construct, for outdoor public use, a minimum of three multi-purpose
competition-size playing fields, a professional-sized basketball court, and, if determined to be financially
feasible by the applicant, an 18-hole golf course with clubhouse. Such recreational uses shall be
submitted to and approved by DPIE, after consultation with Maryland National Park and Planning
Commission (M-NCPPC) Staff, as a condition of permit approval for fill operations. All field, golf, and
recreational use areas shall have a minimum of 2-feet of Class 2 or better cover material; and
(k) Fill operations shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet of an existing residence, school,
day care center, church, hospital, nursing home/assisted living facility or community center.
(CB-88-2018)
A special exception is not required for a Class 3 fill provided the property was zoned R-A through a
Sectional Map Amendment approved after July 1, 2013, and if the fill operation would fill its materials
on property previously mined for sand and gravel in order to reclaim such property for public use as
133
prescribed in this footnote. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subtitle, a Class 3 fill is
permitted in accordance with the reclamation activities prescribed in this footnote for a maximum of ten
(10) years after the date fill operations are permitted, subject to conforming to the following:
(a) If the use of Class 3 fill materials on site include a rock crusher or other processing equipment, its
location shall be shown on the site plan;
(b) A traffic study, prepared in accordance with the Planning Board's "Guidelines for the Analysis of the
Traffic Impact of Development Proposals," shall be submitted with the reclamation permit application
and shall include haul routes for the truck traffic generated by the use, with any required mitigation made
a condition of permit approval;
(c) The Class 3 fill material reclamation shall meet the buffering and screening requirements of the
Landscape Manual, shall maintain a 100-foot non-disturbance buffer from all property lines, and shall
include landscaping or berms sufficient to screen fill operations from adjoining residentially-zoned
property, property containing a use listed in subsection (a)(6), and public streets or highways. All berms
and landscaping shall be installed in the initial phase of development, before Class 3 fill is placed on site;
(d) The height limitations for the Class 3 fill reclamation operation shall not exceed:
(i) 60 feet more than the ground elevation at the point of road access to the site; and
(ii) seven (7) percent road grade for any slope.
(e) The Class 3 fill operation shall have a staging area with equipment for cleaning truck wheels and a
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minimum 22-foot paved access road designed to accommodate no less than 25 trucks;
(f) The site entrance shall have a gate which is locked when the fill is not in operation. Hours and days
of Class 3 fill operation shall be limited to Monday through Friday, 7:00 am to 5:00 pm, and 8:00 am to
3:00 pm on Saturday. Site or operational personnel shall be on site during hours of Class 3 fill operation;
(g) The site shall have proper signage showing the name of the operator, the permit number, hours of
operation, telephone number of the operator, as well as provide directional signs for internal truck traffic
and haul routes. The site plan shall also provide for final reclamation and stabilization of the site at the
cessation of the fill operation in accordance with an approved Prince George's County Soil Conservation
Plan;
(h) The site and Class 3 fill material reclamation operation shall be subject to inspection by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (DPIE) for compliance with county or state
laws or regulations at the agency's discretion.
(i) A haul road permit shall be obtained from the County Department of Public Works and
Transportation (DPW&T) prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to the Class 3 fill
site. A street construction permit for access may be required from the County Department of Public
Works and Transportation (DPW&T) prior to issuance of any grading or building permits related to the
Class 3 fill site;
(j) Upon completion of the reclamation using Class 3 fill materials or the expiration of the permit,
whichever is earlier, and within two years after the cessation of Class 3 fill operations, the Class 3 fill
applicant and/or operator, including any successors or assigns, shall, as a condition of any permit
approval, shall stabilize the site in accordance with an approved Prince George's County Soil
Conservation Plan. The applicant shall also construct a 24-foot wide site access road and minimum 100space onsite parking lot(s) to a subbase grade with recycled concrete and construct, for outdoor public
use, multi-purpose competition-size playing fields containing a minimum of three multi-purpose fields,
two full professional size basketball courts, a tot-lot playground, and supporting recreational uses deemed
appropriate in accordance with this plan and submitted to and approved by DPIE, after consultation with
Maryland-National Capitol Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) staff, as a condition of permit
approval of the Class 3 fill operation. All field and recreational use areas shall have a minimum of 2-feet
of Class 2 or better cover material. Upon completion of the above defined improvements said multipurpose fields and recreational facilities, the property shall be dedicated to the M-NCPPC - Prince
George's County Department of Parks and Recreation for public use; and
(k) Fill operations shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet of an existing residence, school,
day care center, church, hospital, nursing home/assisted living facility or community center.
(CB-89-2018; CB-72-2020)
134 (a) A Special Exception shall not be required, provided:
(A) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(B) The site includes lots or parcels totaling ten (10) acres in size or more owned by a nonprofit
organization on or before July 1, 2019;
(C) The site is adjacent to an historic resource as designated in accordance with Subtitle 29 of this
Code and has frontage on a roadway with a functional transportation classification as collector or higher
within the applicable Master Plan;
(D) Regulations concerning the height of the structure, lot size, lot coverage, frontage, and density
shall be in accordance with the R-10 Zone for multifamily dwellings. All other regulations shall be
established and shown on the Detailed Site Plan;
(E) The owner of the property shall record among the Land Records of Prince George's County a
Declaration of Covenants which establishes that the premises will be solely occupied by elderly or
handicapped families for a fixed term of not less than twenty (20) years. The covenants shall run to the
benefit of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; and
(b) For purposes of this Section, the terms "elderly family" and "physically handicapped family" shall
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have the same meanings as defined in Section 27-337(c).
(CB-9-2019)
Crop plantings shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the front and rear street lines, and ten
135 (10) feet from any other residential zone.
(CB-14-2019)
136

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, townhouses and one-family detached dwellings are also
a permitted use, provided:
(a) The use is located on an assemblage of adjacent properties that:
(i) is no less than one hundred (100) acres and no more than one hundred fifty (150) acres in size or
was formerly used as an airport;
(ii) is entirely within one (1) mile of a municipal boundary;
(iii) is entirely within 2,500 feet of land owned by a regulated public utility and used for purposes of
electrical generation, transmission, or distribution in connection with providing public utility service in
the County by a regulated public utility; and
(iv) a portion of the boundary of the assemblage of adjacent properties has frontage on a public rightof-way classified as a freeway or higher in the Master Plan of Transportation and is maintained by the
State Highway Administration.
(b) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building
height, density, accessory buildings, private streets, minimum area for development, and other
requirements of the R-A Zone shall not apply. The maximum density shall not exceed 4.5 dwelling units
per acre, the minimum width for townhouses shall be 22 feet, and the minimum lot depth for townhouses
shall be 80 feet. A minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of all townhouse units shall have a full front
façade (excluding gables, bay windows, trim, and doors) of brick, stone, or stucco. Townhouses shall not
contain vinyl siding. Elevations shall be submitted with the Detailed Site Plan that demonstrate an
architectural design that is compatible with adjacent residential development. All other regulations for
the R-T Zone set forth in Sections 27-433(c)—(g) and (i)—(k) and 27-442 shall apply (to the extent that
they do not conflict with the preceding requirements in this footnote). Notwithstanding the above,
regulations pertaining to lot coverage, lot/width frontage, and building height shall be established by and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan.
(c) Prior to submission of a Detailed Site Plan, a preliminary plan of subdivision must be approved
pursuant to Subtitle 24.
(CB-17-2019)

137 Provided:
(A) The property included within the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision fronts on roadways with a
functional transportation classification of arterial or higher and collector or higher within the applicable
Master Plan; and
(B) The property included within the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision is zoned both R-T and R-18C.
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations of the R-T and R-18C Zones shall not apply; all requirements for development shall be
established by and shown on the Detailed Site Plan approved by the Planning Board and/or the District
Council. The proposed Gas Station use shall conform with all regulations set forth in Section 27-358(a)
and (b) of this Subtitle. Upon abandonment of the Gas Station, as defined in Section 27-358(c), the
owner shall remove all structures, including underground storage tanks.
(CB-63-2019)
138 Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The property on which the development is proposed is zoned in both the R-55 and R-10 Zones;
(B) The use will be located on property within one-half mile of a proposed Purple Line Light Rail
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Station;
(C) Maximum density is 48 dwelling units per acre for the overall development proposal; and
(D) For townhouse dwelling units, the maximum number of townhouses per building group shall be ten
(10). End units on townhouse building groups shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet in width and the
minimum building width of a contiguous attached townhouse building group shall be sixteen (16) feet
per unit. The minimum lot size within the development shall be 800 square feet and the minimum gross
living space of a townhouse unit shall be 1,250 square feet.
(E) Said development shall comply with the regulations set forth in Subtitle 32 of this Code, as well as
any existing conservation easements applicable to the property.
(F) Said development shall comply with applicable requirements set forth in the Landscape Manual
approved pursuant to Part 2, Division 5 of this Subtitle. All other regulations shall be those approved by
the Planning Board or District Council pursuant to Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(G) A Detailed Site plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(CB-9-2020)
139

(A) Provided the property is improved with an existing building that was formerly used as an eating or
drinking establishment and said building has been vacant for more than twenty (20) years;
(B) The property consists of a single lot or parcel that is more than 10 acres in size;
(C) The building in which the proposed use is located shall not be enlarged, expanded or, otherwise
suffer an increase in gross floor area except as provided under (D); and
(D) Any enlargement, expansion, or increase in gross floor area to the building is subject to Detailed Site
Plan approval, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. Development regulations such as
parking, landscaping, signage, and building setbacks shall be determined by the Planning Board and/or
approved by the District Council, and shall be shown on the approved Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-40-2020)

Permitted use, provided that the property is located on at least 10 acres that is currently or was previously
approved with a Detailed Site Plan for Townhouse residential uses; is adjacent to a community center
owned by M-NCPPC; and within the boundaries of a still applicable Master Plan approved prior to June
1, 2007. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2-270 of this Subtitle, a grading and/or building
permit may be approved and issued by the Department of Permits, Inspection, and Enforcement
("DPIE"), prior to the approval of any Mandatory Referral, provided that said permit shall not be for a
period longer than five (5) years. A Bond for the total cost of the completion of the athletic field site shall
140 be posted with DPIE prior to issuance of any permit. Additionally, a Memorandum of Understanding
("MOU") shall be executed with M-NCPPC to address site design and other related required conditions
of occupancy during and subsequent to the clearing, grading, and filling of the site pursuant to any issued
permit. The MOU shall also address property donation requirements, and the ultimate build out of the
athletic field site and other recreational facilities, including but not limited to the addition of two (2)
grass athletic fields, site parking, field lighting, water features, exercise stations, and park trails. During
the time the grading and fill work is performed under the permit in preparation of the athletic field and in
accordance with the executed MOU, the following conditions shall be in place with the issued permit:
(1) A truck haul route shall be permitted with DPIE, limiting truck traffic to traversing no more than
1.25 miles to and from the closest freeway and the future athletic field site;
(2) The Site construction entrance to the property shall have a gate that will remain locked daily when
operation is not in service. Hours and days of operations shall be Monday through Friday, 7:00 A.M.
until 4:00 P.M., and Saturday from 8:00 A.M. until 12:00 noon;
(3) The Site construction entrance shall have proper signage showing the name of the operator, the Class
II Grading Permit Number, hours of operation, telephone number of the Operator, as well as provide
directional signs for internal truck routes;
(4) The Site shall have a staging area on-site with equipment for cleaning truck wheels and a minimum
22-foot wide paved access road on-site to prevent any off-site queuing;
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(5) The Site restoration, reclamation, and stabilization for preparation of the athletic fields and recreation
facilities shall be approved through a Soil Conservation Plan and by M-NCPPC pursuant to the MOU.
(6) Adequate screening of all property perimeters shall be provided in accordance with the M-NCPPC
Landscape Manual; and
(7) All Site operations shall be subject to inspection by DPIE for compliance with County or State laws
or regulations at the agency's discretion.
(CB-38-2020)
141

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subtitle, multifamily dwellings are a permitted use in the R55 Zone provided:
(a) The use is located on property that has a minimum of nine (9) acres and a maximum of twelve (12)
acres;
(b) The Property adjoins property owned by the Board of Education of Prince George's County;
(c) The use is located on property within one mile radius of a Metro station platform; and
(d) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building
height, density, accessory buildings, minimum area for development, and other requirements of the R-55
Zone shall not apply. All regulations for the R-18 Zone set forth in Section 27-442 shall apply, except if
the multifamily housing is constructed with Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, the maximum density
shall be forty (40) dwelling units per acre and the maximum height shall be one hundred ten (110) feet.
All other regulations shall be those approved by the Planning Board or District Council pursuant to Part
3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(CB-69-2020)

142 Provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot or parcel less than three (3) acres in size;
(B) The lot or parcel is adjacent to land in the I-1 Zone;
(C) The property is accessed via a private easement;
(D) The property was recommended for low density in a Master Plan or Sector Plan approved after
October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by Technical
Staff prior to initiation; and
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle to
address landscaping and buffering.
(CB-80-2020)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle or Code, an amendment to or expansion of a health
campus, on property that is the subject of one or more previously approved special exceptions for a
health campus, to include uses set forth in Section 27-362 (a)(3) (including parking and loading needs of
employees and residents of, and visitors and delivery services to, the site), and including expansion of
143
said uses to any other property in the R-80 Zone that is contiguous to the property boundaries of said
previously approved health campus use, shall be permitted by right and does not require special
exception approval or an amendment to the previously approved special exception for the health campus,
provided:
(1) The original special exception as to the existing health campus use for the property (which may have
been enlarged since the original approval) was approved prior to January 1, 1982;
(2) The health campus consists of a minimum of twenty-five (25) contiguous acres; and
(3) The health campus includes buildings that cumulatively total at least 100,000 square feet of gross
floor area.
(CB-40-2021)
144 Provided, and notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, that:
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(a) The uses are located on property or an assemblage of adjacent properties that:
(1) Prior to its subdivision to create any residential and commercial parcels or lots had a land area of
at least twenty (20) acres;
(2) A portion of the boundary of the assemblage of adjacent properties is located at, and has frontage
on, two intersecting roadways with a functional transportation classification of arterial or higher on the
Master Plan of Transportation;
(3) A portion of the boundary of the assemblage of adjacent properties is adjacent to property that is
located in a mixed-use zone or planned community zone.
(b) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage, and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building
height, density, accessory buildings, minimum area for development, and any other requirements of the
R-E Zone shall not apply. The maximum residential density shall not exceed 200 dwelling units. The
applicable regulations for the M-X-T Zone as set forth in Sections 27-544(a) and 27-548(h) shall apply.
(c) Notwithstanding the Table of Uses for the M-X-T Zone in Section 27-547(b), a gas station shall be
prohibited. All other uses must be consistent with uses in the M-X-C Zone.
(CB-50-2021)
When added to a Detailed Site Plan for mixed use development in an abutting M-X-T Zone that includes
other townhouse, industrial, and commercial retail development. The M-X-T regulations will be
145
applicable to townhouses within the R-55 zoned land.
(CB-51-2021)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, a nursing or care home is permitted use without the
146 requirement for a Special Exception, and any previously approved Special Exception shall not be of any
force or effect for a nursing or care home, provided:
i. the use was initially developed as part of a prior Special Exception for a medical/residential campus;
and
ii. with the exception of providing fencing (which may include a gate) and landscaping pursuant to the
requirements of the Landscape Manual, any exterior alterations or changes to an existing nursing or care
home shall be subject to Detailed Site Plan approval pursuant to Part 3 Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(CB-80-2021)
147 Permitted use, provided:
(A) The property assemblage shall be a minimum of two hundred (200) gross acres in size a portion of
which is used for equestrian recreational facility;
(B) The property is located adjacent to existing improved subdivisions with existing water and sewer
service in Categories W3/S3;
(C) The property is located within Subregion VI Master Plan area and is recommended for a
comprehensive design zone;
(D) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance Section 27-422, Bulk regulations
concerning the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, number of uses,
and other requirements of the specific zone do not apply. In accordance with Part 3 Division 9 of this
Subtitle, the dimensions shown on the approved Detailed Site Plan shall constitute the development
regulations;
(E) The single-family lot area shall be between ten thousand (10,000) square feet or larger.
(CB-81-2021)
148 Permitted in the R-18 Zone without a Special Exception, provided:
(A) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9;
(B) The subject property is located within Transportation Service Area 1 as described in the 2014
General Plan;
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(C) A condominium plat is recorded, in accordance with the provisions of the Maryland Condominium
Act, setting out each dwelling as a separate unit;
(D) The density shall not be greater than 10% higher than that normally allowed in the zone;
(E) Age restrictions in conformance with the Federal Fair Housing Act shall be set forth in covenants
submitted with the application, which shall be approved with the Detailed Site Plan as and filed in the
land records prior to certification of the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-83-2021)

Sec. 27-441.01. - Prohibited Commercial Use of Residential Property.
(a)
The Zoning Ordinance generally restricts residential properties to residential and compatible accessory uses.
Commercial uses on residential properties are limited to those expressly permitted by Sec. 27-441. While
residents are entitled to enjoy the use of their property consistent with the applicable regulations, in order to
ensure and protect the enjoyment, character and value of residential neighborhoods and buildings, the provisions
herein are established.
(b)
The District Council finds the increasing use of residential properties for parties, events, assemblies, or
gatherings open to the public in return for payment of a cover charge or the sale of goods or services is adversely
impacting the surrounding residential neighborhoods with increasing criminal activity, noise, and traffic, and by
inhibiting ingress and egress for vehicles, including emergency vehicles, in these residential neighborhoods. The
District Council is charged with balancing the rights of its citizens under the Federal and State constitutions to
peaceful assembly, free expression, religious freedom, and other rights with the right of quiet enjoyment and
protection of the inherent characteristics of property in dedicated Residential Zones.
(c)
Prohibited commercial use of residential property in this section shall mean any occupancy of residential
property for the purpose of holding commercial parties, events, assemblies, or gatherings on the premises.
(d)
Use of residential property shall be deemed commercial and not permitted, except as otherwise provided for in
the Zoning Ordinance, if:
(1)
The owner, lessee, resident, or any occupier of the property receives payment or other consideration, e.g., goods,
property or services, in excess of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per party or event for the commercial use of
the property, including payment by any means, direct or indirect, including security deposits;
(2)
Goods, property, or services are offered for sale or sold on or at the property, during use of the property;
however, this subsection shall not apply if:
(A)
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All goods, property, or services offered are donated to or for charitable, religious or political organizations or
candidates for public office, that have received 501(c)(3) or other tax exempt status under the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code, as amended, or in accordance with applicable election laws;
(B)
All of the proceeds from sales are directly payable and paid to charitable, religious or political organizations or
candidates for public office, that have received 501(c)(3) or other tax exempt status under the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code, as amended, or in accordance with applicable election laws. An organization or candidate may
reimburse donors for goods or property donated; or
(C)
The sale is of the property itself or personal property of the owner, lessee, occupier, or resident (excluding
personal property owned by a business).
(3)
Use of the property by attendees requires an admittance or membership fee or a donation, excluding donations
directly payable and paid by attendees to charitable, religious or political organizations or candidates for public
office, that have received 501(c)(3) or other tax exempt status under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, as
amended, or in accordance with applicable election laws; or
(4)
There is any advertising that promotes the occupancy or use of the residential property for the purpose of
holding commercial parties, events, assemblies, or gatherings. Advertising includes, but is not limited to,
traditional media, newspaper, magazines, flyers, handbills, television commercial, radio advertisement, outdoor
advertising, direct mail, blogs or social media, including electronic mail, websites or text messages.
(e)
Exemptions. Notwithstanding the previous subsection, this Section does not apply to:
(1)
The open showing of residential property to the public by a licensed real estate agent, the owner, lessee, or
resident, for the purpose of promoting the sale or lease of the subject property, provided that no sale or display of
goods, property or services by sponsoring businesses unrelated to the sale or lease of the property transpires, or:
(2)
Any use in a mixed use zone.
(f)
Any police officer or inspector may enforce this Section by:
(1)
Issuing an immediate order to cease and desist the prospectively planned prohibited activity to the owner, lessee,
resident or occupier of the property, and posting the front door of the property, subject to the right of any
aggrieved party within five (5) business days to request an expedited hearing before the Chief of Police or the
Director of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, or their
respective designees, of the cease and desist order issued by the officer or inspector; or
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(2)
Issuing a Five Hundred Dollar ($500) civil fine for each offense. No violation notice need be issued prior to the
issuance of the civil citation, notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning Ordinance or County Code to
the contrary.
(g)
Any decision of the Chief of Police or the Director of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting,
Inspections and Enforcement, or their respective designees, issued under this Section may be appealed by an
aggrieved party within five (5) business days of receipt of the decision to the Board of Appeals.
(h)
Any person who violates the prescriptions of this Section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or incarceration up to six
(6) months in jail, or both such fine and imprisonment.
(CB-30-2017)
DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-442. - Regulations.
(a)
Regulations tables.
(1)
The following tables contain additional regulations for development in the Residential Zones.
(CB-2-1984; CB-7-1984; CB-105-1984; CB-130-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-114-1989; CB-73-1994; CB-4-2003)
(b)
TABLE I - NET LOT AREA (Minimum in Square Feet)2,19
ZONE
USE

R-O-S

O-S

R-A

R-E

R-R

R-80

R-55

R-35

R-20

One-family detached dwellings:
In general
(CB-89-2000; CB-88-2005)

40,000 20,000
871,200 217,800 87,120 23
9,500 6,500 6,500 6,500
22

Lot, included in a subdivision for
property located within the Southern
Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

-

-

-

-

-

4,000 -

-

-

-

-

-

-

15,000 -

-

-

-

10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 -

-

-

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded after
February 1, 1970

20,000 20,000 20,000

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or
before February 1, 1970

15,000 15,000 15,000

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or -

4
4

4
4

4
4
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before July 1, 1966

3,4

Lot shown on a valid preliminary
plat of subdivision filed with the
Commission on or before July 1,
1966, and subdivision plat recorded
on or before July 1, 1967

-

Lot in a cluster development
(CB-114-1989)

-

3,4

3,4

10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
3,4

3,4

-

-

18

6,000 4,800
10,000 1
1

-

-

-

3,4

10,000 10,000 10,000
4

4

Lot that was created under the
intra-family conveyance provisions
of Subtitle 24, Section 107(c)(15) 24
(CB-47-2009)

43,560 -

Lot that was created through
resubdivision as a cluster
development
(CB-114-1989)

7,000
7,000 4 4

-

Lot that was created by the
subdivision or resubdivision of 25
acres or more, wherein the number of lots permitted shall be the gross
acreage divided by 2

3,14

43,560

-

-

-

-

-

-

10

-

-

-

-

7,000

5

-

-

-

-

-

-

5

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot that was created under the lot
size averaging provisions of Subtitle
24 of this Code, by a final plat
pursuant to a preliminary plat
approved prior to July 1, 2006.
(CB-6-2006)

-

-

30,000 15,000 8,000 5,000 -

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or
before September 19, 1970

-

-

-

Lot that was created by the
subdivision or resubdivision of 50
acres or more, wherein the number of lots permitted shall be the gross
acreage divided by 5

Lot shown on a plat recorded prior
to November 29, 1949
(CB-114-1989; CB-67-1999; CB-112002)

-

3

87,120

-

8,000
6

10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 6,000

-

-

-

15

15

15

15

15

5,000 5,000 5,000

-

-

-

-

-

-

5,000 5,000 5,000

Lot, shown on a recorded plat, that is in a minor portion of a block, the
majority (more than half) of which
and the immediate surrounding area

-

-

-

-

-

5,500 5,500 5,500

Lot that is part of a resubdivision
of land on a plat that was originally
recorded prior to November 29,
1949, and was composed of lots
having an average net area of 5,000
square feet or less
(CB-114-1989)
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of which has been subdivided prior
to September 22, 1957, with lots
having net areas of 5,500 square feet
or less
(CB-114-1989)
One-family metropolitan
dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

3,500 3,500

One-family triple-attached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

7,000 -

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____

_____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

20

16

16

Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

Multifamily dwellings:
In general
Lot recorded prior to November
29, 1949
Other allowed uses
(CB-33-1985)

16

16

16

16

-

2,000
9

3,000
8

2,000
11

-

16

16

ZONE
R-30C
R-18C
R-10A R-10
R-T 7 R-30 7 7
R-18 7 7

R-H

One-family detached dwellings:
In general

6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500 6,500 -

6,500 6,500

Lot shown on a plat recorded after February
1, 1970

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or before
February 1, 1970

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or before
July 1, 1966

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot shown on a valid preliminary plat of
subdivision filed with the Commission on or
before July 1, 1966, and subdivision plat
recorded on or before July 1, 1967

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot in a cluster development
(CB-114-1989)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot that was created by the subdivision or
resubdivision of 25 acres or more, wherein the
number of lots permitted shall be the gross
acreage divided by 2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot that was created by the subdivision or
resubdivision of 50 acres or more, wherein the
number of lots permitted shall be the gross
acreage divided by 5

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot that was created under the lot size
averaging provisions of Subtitle 24 of this
Code, by a final plat pursuant to a preliminary plat approved prior to July 1, 2006.
(CB-6-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded on or before
September 19, 1970

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lot shown on a plat recorded prior to
November 29, 1949
(CB-114-1989)

5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 -

5,000 5,000

Lot that is part of a resubdivision of land on
a plat that was originally recorded prior to
November 29, 1949, and was composed of lots
5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 having an average net area of 5,000 square feet
or less
(CB-114-1989)

5,000 5,000

Lot, shown on a recorded plat, that is in a
minor portion of a block, the majority (more
than half) of which and the immediate
surrounding area of which has been subdivided 5,500 5,500 5,500 5,500 5,500 prior to September 22, 1957, with lots having
net areas of 5,500 square feet or less
(CB-114-1989)

5,500 5,500

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

One-family semidetached dwellings

1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 -

-

-

One-family triple-attached dwellings

-

-

-

-

Townhouses, constructed pursuant to a
Detailed Site Plan filed prior to November 1,
1996, and in compliance with Section 3 of CB- 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 55-1996 21
(CB-55-1996)

-

-

-

-

Lot that was created through resubdivision
as a cluster development
(CB-114-1989)

Townhouse, Transit Village

2,200 -

-

1,500 -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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(CB-37-2006)
Townhouses, all others

1,800 1,800 1,800 1,800 1,800 -

-

-

Two-family dwellings

1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 -

-

-

Three-family dwellings

1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 -

-

-

Multifamily dwellings:
In general

-

217,800
14,000 14,000 16,000 43,560 87,120 20,000 13

Lot recorded prior to November 29, 1949

-

-

Other allowed uses
(CB-33-1985)

-

4,000
12

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____
16

17

17

17

17

17

17

17

1

One thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet for townhouses and other attached one-family dwellings
shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved prior to September 1, 1986.
(CB-54-1986)

2

If lot is not served by a public water or sewage system, the minimum net lot area shall be increased to
include any additional area deemed necessary by the County Health Officer to insure a potable water
supply and adequate sewage disposal.

3

Provided each lot is served by a public or other approved water supply system.

4

(A) Provided either:
(i) The lot was a record lot (legally created by plat or deed) prior to classification in the R-A, O-S,
or R-E Zone;
(ii) The lot is in conformance with all the requirements of the Zone it was in when recorded; and
(iii) The owner of record does not own abutting lots or parcels;
OR
(i) The lot was created by the resubdivision of two (2) or more undeveloped lots (in the same
ownership) of less than five (5) acres each (O-S Zone), two (2) acres each (R-A Zone), or forty thousand
(40,000) square feet each (R-E Zone);
(ii) The resubdivision reduced the degree of nonconformity with the requirements (including lot
size) of the existing zone; and
(iii) The lots created contain at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet, unless the total area of
all abutting lots or parcel is under one ownership and is less than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.
(B) The lot may be developed in accordance with the requirements of Regulations Tables II, III, IV, V,
VII, and VIII of this Section applicable to the R-R Zone. If the lot is within a cluster development, it may
be developed in accordance with the approved cluster site plan.

5

The following modifications may be permitted for preliminary plats of subdivision accepted prior to July
1, 2006.
(A) Minimum lot size of at least sixty percent (60%) of the total number of lots:
(i) O-S Zone - five (5) acres; or
(ii) R-A Zone - two (2) acres;
(B) Minimum lot size of any one (1) lot:
(i) O-S Zone - two (2) acres - only one (1) such lot per fifty (50) acres;
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(ii) R-A Zone - one (1) acre - only one (1) such lot per twenty-five (25) acres;
(C) Minimum lot size of remaining lots:
(i) O-S Zone - three (3) acres; or
(ii) R-A Zone - fifty thousand (50,000) square feet;
(D) All lots allowed under (B) & (C), above, shall be used only for residential or agricultural purposes;
and
(E) No portion of the subdivided tract may be resubdivided unless:
(i) The land is rezoned to another zone;
(ii) The entire tract is resubdivided into five (5) acre lots in the O-S Zone or two (2) acre lots in the
R-A Zone; or
(iii) The size and number of lots which would be created by resubdivision are in conformance with
(A), (B), (C), & (D), above, and the maximum number of lots permitted is not more than the gross
acreage divided by five (5) (O-S Zone) or two (2) (R-A Zone).
(CB-6-2006)
6

Provided the average net area of all lots created in the subdivision is at least nine thousand five hundred
(9,500) square feet.

7

Attached dwellings (other than multifamily dwellings) may be developed as condominiums or
cooperative units. In this case, the recorded individual lot provisions shall not apply. Instead, the
requirements for net lot area will be applied for review purposes, only, and shall be shown on the
preliminary plat of subdivision and Detailed Site Plan.

8

Outer lots (see Figure 52).

9

Inner lots (see Figure 52).

10

If original subdivision was duly recorded in the Land Records of the County before July 1, 1967, and the
net lot area of each lot in that subdivision was at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

11

With eight thousand (8,000) square feet for all three units.

12

Where the District Council believes that a smaller lot is necessary, in order to make possible the
redevelopment of a deteriorated or obsolescent single-family residential area.

13

The relationship between the percentage of the lot covered by multifamily dwellings and the amount of
net lot area per dwelling unit shall be in accordance with the following table:

Percentage of Net Lot Area
Minimum Net Lot Area per
Coverage by Multifamily Dwellings Dwelling Unit (Square Feet)
More than 11; not more than 12

1,400

More than 10; not more than 11

1,300

More than 9; not more than 10

1,200

More than 8; not more than 9

1,100

More than 7; not more than 8

1,000

7 or less

14

900

On a record lot having a net area of between ten thousand (10,000) and twenty thousand (20,000) square
feet, a one-family detached dwelling may be erected, provided the lot was created (under the provisions
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of Section 24-111(b) of Subtitle 24 of this Code) from land previously subdivided in accordance with the
Zoning Ordinance standards applicable to the R-R Zone on or before July 1, 1966.
15

(A) No variance of a lot size less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet (six thousand (6,000) square
feet in the R-80 Zone) shall be considered except in (D) below.
(B) When two or more lots are combined to provide a single building site, the lots shall be consolidated
in accordance with Section 24-108(a)(3) of the Subdivision Regulations prior to the issuance of a
building permit so as to create a single lot, unless the residence is to be built on a portion of each of the
existing lots.
(C) If a lot (or combination of lots) has a width of at least forty (40) feet, and was recorded prior to April
17, 1928, it can be used for a one-family dwelling provided the lot (or combination of lots) meets the
minimum net lot area requirements of the appropriate zone.
(D) In Revitalization Tax Credit Areas or municipalities, a variance may be obtained to reduce the
minimum lot size to five thousand (5,000) square feet.
(E) Until March 1, 2004, if a single owner combines lots, as provided in (B) above, to form at least
thirty-five (35) buildable lots ten thousand (10,000) square feet or more in area, and if all such buildable
lots are within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of one another and were unimproved on July 1,
2001, then the owner may combine lots for up to four combination lots which are seven thousand five
hundred (7,500) square feet or more in area.
(F) If the original lot size was ten thousand (10,000) square feet but reduced in size due to a right of way
taking or some other public purpose, the minimum lot size may be reduced to five thousand (5,000)
square feet. Such reduction is not permitted where an adjacent lot in the same ownership may be
combined with the lot under ten thousand (10,000) square feet to reduce or eliminate the area deficiency.
Such reduction is not allowed unless a building permit has been obtained prior to July 1, 2003 except as
provided in subsection (G). Buffering for adjoining properties shall be provided on each lot less than ten
thousand (10,000) square feet.
(G) The minimum lot size may be reduced to five thousand (5,000) square feet in the R-R Zone if the
original lot size was ten thousand (10,000) square feet but reduced in size due to a right-of-way taking for
a lot which was the subject of approved variances, except lot size, and said variances were approved prior
to the right-of-way taking. Any other lots under the same ownership shall be combined to achieve a lot
that meets the 10,000 square foot standard.
(CB-67-1999; CB-91-2001; CB-11-2002; CB-64-2003; CB-43-2009)

16

Same as would be applied to one-family detached dwellings.

17

Same as would be applied to multifamily dwellings.

18

Provided the lot:
(A) Is a record lot;
(B) Has a net lot area of less than forty thousand (40,000) square feet;
(C) Is a part of a cluster development for which the preliminary subdivision plat was approved by the
Planning Board prior to March 1, 1981;
(D) Was reclassified to the R-E Zone prior to July 10, 1981;
(E) Is part of a cluster development for which the final subdivision plat was approved by the Planning
Board after being filed within the time prescribed in Subtitle 24 of this Code (irrespective of whether
approval or recordation of the plat occurred prior to classification in the R-E Zone); and
(F) Is developed in accordance with the approved cluster development site plan.

19

For a lot shown on a record plat of subdivision approved pursuant to former Part 4A of this Subtitle prior
to January 21, 1997, no minimum lot area is required.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)

20

Same as would be applied to one-family detached dwellings, except public uses, for which no minimum
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lot area is required.
(CB-73-1994; CB-76-1995)

21

Section 3 of CB-55-1996 reads as follows: "BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that the provisions of this
Ordinance shall not apply to projects for which a Detailed Site Plan has been filed and accepted prior to
November 1, 1996, provided the design guidelines and regulations not resulting in a requirement of
resubdivision are applicable, and provided building permits for ten percent of the dwelling units included
in the Detailed Site Plan are issued within one year of the effective date of this legislation (December 30,
1996), and extensions of time for the permits do not exceed six months, and that the dwelling units are
constructed pursuant to the permits.

22

If the original lot size was greater than or equal to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet but reduced in
size due to a right-of-way taking or for a stormwater management pond, the minimum lot size may be
reduced to no less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet. Such reduction is not permitted where an
adjacent lot in the same ownership may be combined with the lot under twenty-thousand (20,000) square
feet to reduce or eliminate the area deficiency.
(CB-89-2000)

23

The minimum lot size may be reduced to no less than fourteen thousand (14,000) square feet provided:
(A) The parcel is less than eighty (80) acres in size;
(B) All or part of the property is the subject of an approved Special Exception for a nursery and garden
center, which will be extinguished upon the recordation of the Final Plat of Subdivision;
(C) The lot yield is less than fifty-five (55) for one-family detached dwellings;
(D) Development of the lots shall be in accordance with the standards of the R-S Zone; and
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-88-2005)

24

All other lot development standards shall be in accordance with the regulations for the R-E Zone.
(CB-47-2009)

(c)
TABLE II - LOT COVERAGE AND GREEN AREA
ZONE
RRO-S R-A R-E R-R
O-S
80

R55

R35

R20

Lot Coverage (Maximum % of Net Lot Area):
Dwellings (including all accessory uses, home
occupations): 7,8
One-family detached, in general
(CB-11-2002; CB-5-2011)

2

10
5 12 12

20

25 9 30

30

30

30

One-family detached, cluster development
(CB-54-1986; CB-84-1990; CB-41-2020)

-

-

-

-

40

30

30

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached

-

-

-

-

50 5 50 5 50 5 30

35 1

One-family triple-attached

-

-

-

-

-

40 2

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

30 3

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

35 1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

30

-

Three-family

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Agricultural preservation development

-

-

-

-

50

-

-

-

-

Lot, included in a subdivision for property located
within the Southern Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

-

-

-

-

-

-

50

-

-

Churches or similar places of worship on lots between
one (1) and two (2) acres in size
(CB-76-1993)

-

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

Other allowed uses within two thousand and five
hundred (2,500) feet of a drinking water reservoir
(CB-83-2003)

10

10

10

10

20

20

20

20

20

10

50

50

60

60

60

60

60

60

Multifamily dwellings having 4 or more stories

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings having less than 4 stories

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

Other allowed uses
Green Area Minimum % of Net Lot Area:

Green Area Minimum % of Net Tract Area:
Attached dwellings (other than multifamily dwellings)

ZONE
R-T R-30

RR- RR-18
R-10 R-H
30C
18C 10A

30

30

30

30

30

-

30

30

One-family detached, cluster development
(CB-54-1986; CB-84-1990)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

50

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached

35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 -

-

-

One-family triple-attached

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 -

-

-

50 1 -

-

-

Lot Coverage (Maximum % of Net Lot Area):
Dwellings (including all accessory uses, home
occupations): 7
One-family detached, in general

Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-
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Two-family

35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 -

-

-

Three-family

35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 35 1 -

-

-

Multifamily dwellings having 4 or more stories
(CB-109-2004; CB-35-2005)

-

20 1 20 1 40

40

50

50

Multifamily dwellings having less than 4 stories
(CB-109-2004; CB-35-2005)

-

20 1 20 1 30 11 30

50

50

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Churches or similar places of worship on lots between one
(1) and two (2) acres in size
50
(CB-76-1993)

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

Other allowed uses within two thousand and five hundred
(2,500) feet of a drinking water reservoir
(CB-83-2003)

10

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

Other allowed uses
(CB-4-2003)

60

60

60

60

60

50

Multifamily dwellings having 4 or more stories

-

-

-

60

60

Multifamily dwellings having less than 4 stories

-

70

70

70

70

Agricultural preservation development

60

12
1,4

12
1,4

10

60

50

50

55

50

50

55

-

-

Green Area Minimum % of Net Lot Area:

Green Area Minimum % of Net Tract Area:
Attached dwellings (other than multifamily dwellings)

50 6 50 6 50 6 50 6 50 6 -

1

This percentage is for building coverage (and not for lot coverage) of the overall net tract area.

2

Inner lot.

3

Outer lot.

4

The relationship between the percentage of the lot covered by multifamily dwellings and the amount of
net lot area per dwelling unit shall be in accordance with the following table:

Percentage of Net Lot Area
Minimum Net Lot Area per
Coverage by Multifamily Dwellings Dwelling Unit (Square Feet)
More than 11; not more than 12

1,400

More than 10; not more than 11

1,300

More than 9; not more than 10

1,200

More than 8; not more than 9

1,100

More than 7; not more than 8

1,000

7 or less

900

5

For zero lot line development.

6

May include inner courts of one hundred twenty-five (125) square feet or larger, with each side of the
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court being ten (10) feet or longer.
7

For a lot shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision for cluster development approved prior to September
1, 1986, no maximum percent of lot coverage is required for any type of one-family dwelling.
(CB-54-1986)

8

For a lot shown on a record plat of subdivision approved pursuant to former Part 4A of this Subtitle prior
to January 21, 1997, no maximum percent of lot coverage is required.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)

9

For a lot under twelve thousand (12,000) square feet that is part of a resubdivision of land on a plat that
was originally recorded prior to November 29, 1949 or for lots containing 15,000 square feet or less
within the corporate boundaries of a municipality with a population of over 50,000, the maximum
percent of lot coverage is thirty percent (30%).
(CB-11-2002; CB-24-2008)

10

No maximum percent of lot coverage is required if; as of February 1, 2003:
(A) The use is on a parcel of land which is surrounded by commercial and institutional uses;
(B) The parcel does not abut any property that is improved with single-family detached residential
dwellings; and
(C) The site has frontage on a street shown on the applicable Master Plan as an arterial or higher
classification.
(CB-4-2003)

11

If at least ninety percent (90%) of all required parking spaces are provided in a parking structure, the Lot
Coverage may be increased to thirty-five percent (35%).
(CB-109-2004)

12

For lots created pursuant to the Varying Lot Size provisions in accordance with Section 27-442(b) Table I
- Net Lot Area, Footnote 5. In the O-S Zone, lots below five (5) acres, but not less than two (2) acres in
size may have a maximum percentage of net lot area lot coverage of ten percent (10%) and in the R-A
Zone, lots below two (2) acres, but not less than one (1) acre in size may have a maximum percentage of
net lot area lot coverage of fifteen percent (15%).
(CB-5-2011)

(d) TABLE III - LOT/WIDTH FRONTAGE (Minimum in Feet)12, 21
ZONE
R-O-S O-S

R-A

R-E

R-R

R-80

R-55

R-35

R-20

150

100

14,19

2,14,20

75 14

65 4,14 65

65

At Front Building Line:
One-family detached dwellings, in
general 13

300

300 1

150

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development 17
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

75 14

65 14

50 14

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached dwellings -

-

-

-

-

-

-

30

30

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

80 8

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____

One-family triple-attached
dwellings
Townhouses
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16

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

60 5

-

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Other allowed uses

300

300 1

150

150

2,20

75

65 4

65

65

-

-

-

-

-

-

40

-

-

One-family detached dwellings, in
general 13

25

25

25

50 15

70
3,15,20

50 15

45 4,15 45

45

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development 17
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

50 15

45 15

40 15

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached dwellings -

-

-

-

-

-

-

20

20

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

65 8

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

40

-

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Other allowed uses
(CB-33-1985)

25

25

25

50

70 3,20 50

454

45

45

Lot, included in a subdivision for
property located within the Southern
Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

-

-

-

-

-

25

-

-

Lot, included in a subdivision for
property located within the Southern
Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

100

At Front Street Line (Existing or
Proposed): 18

One-family triple-attached
dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

_____
16

ZONE
R-T R-30

RR- RR-18
R-10 R-H
30C
18C 10A

At Front Building Line:
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65

65

65

65

65

-

65

65

One-family detached dwellings, cluster development 17
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

22

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

20

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

85
75 9 75 9 10

85

100 100

10

11

Other allowed uses

65

85
75 9 75 9 10

85

100 100

10

11

11

250

45

45

45

45

45

-

45

45

One-family detached dwellings, cluster development 17
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

22

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

20

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

100

100

100 100

100

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

6,7

-

-

-

-

85
75 9 75 9 10

85

100 100

10

11

45

85
75 9 75 9 10

85

100 100

10

11

One-family detached dwellings, in general 13

One-family semidetached dwellings
One-family triple-attached dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)
Two-family dwellings
Three-family dwellings

6,7

11

250

At Front Street Line (Existing or Proposed): 18
One-family detached dwellings, in general 13

One-family semidetached dwellings
One-family triple-attached dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)
Two-family dwellings
Three-family dwellings
Multifamily dwellings
Other allowed uses
(CB-33-1985)

6,7

11
11

250
250
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If the lot was recorded prior to October 30, 1970, and has a net lot area of at least twenty thousand
(20,000) square feet, the minimum width may be reduced to one hundred ten (110) feet.

2

If the lot is served by a public or other approved water supply system, or the land was previously
subdivided in accordance with the applicable regulations of the R-R Zone on or before July 1, 1966, and
resubdivided in conformance with Section 24-111(b) of Subtitle 24 of this Code, the minimum width may
be reduced to not less than eighty (80) feet.

3

If the lot is located on a cul-de-sac, the minimum width may be reduced to sixty (60) feet.

4

Either:
(A) Fifty (50) feet at the front building line and twenty-five (25) feet at the front street line, if the plat
was recorded prior to April 17, 1928, or the lot is part of a resubdivision recorded prior to April 17, 1928,
and composed of lots having an average net area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or less; or
(B) Fifty-five (55) feet at the front building line and thirty-five (35) feet at the front street line, if the lot
is shown on a recorded plat and is in a minor portion of a block, the majority (more than half) of which
and the immediate surrounding area of which has been subdivided prior to September 22, 1957, with lots
having net areas of five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet or less.
(CB-114-1989)

5

Fifty (50) feet if the lot was recorded prior to April 17, 1928.

6

One hundred (100) feet for interior tracts; one hundred twenty (120) feet for corner tracts.

7

Applied to the entire tract used for a group of attached dwellings and not to an individual lot associated
with only one (1) dwelling. Each individual lot does not have to have frontage on a street.

8

Middle lot shall be at least eighteen (18) feet wide at both front building and front street lines.

9

Corner lot - one hundred (100) feet. Lot or parcel used for multifamily project - one hundred (100) feet.

10

Corner lot - one hundred (100) feet. Lot or parcel used for multifamily project - one hundred twenty-five
(125) feet.

11

Corner lot - one hundred twenty-five (125) feet. Lot or parcel used for multifamily project - one hundred
fifty (150) feet.

12

Except as otherwise specified in Division 3, Table of Uses.

13

If a lot (or combination of lots) has a width of at least forty (40) feet and was recorded prior to April 17,
1928, it may be used for a one-family, detached dwelling, provided the lot (or combination of lots) meets
the minimum net lot area of the appropriate zone. If the lot (or combination of lots) cannot meet the net
lot area requirements, and additional abutting land cannot be added because it is developed, the lot (or
combination of lots) may be used for a one-family dwelling if it contains a net lot area of at least five
thousand (5,000) square feet.

14

For a flag lot, the front building line shall be established by the approved building envelope.

15

For a flag lot, the lot frontage at the front street line may be reduced to not less than eleven (11) feet for a
lot shown on a preliminary plat approved on or before February 1, 1990; the lot frontage at the front
street line may be reduced to not less than twenty-five (25) feet for a lot shown on a preliminary plan
approved after February 1, 1990.
(CB-72-1989)

16

If the property is located in an area which is the subject of an Urban Renewal Plan adopted by the
County, the minimum frontage requirements shall be the same shown on the Urban Renewal Plan.

17

For a lot shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision for cluster development approved prior to September
1, 1986, no minimum lot width or frontage is required for any type of one-family dwelling.
(CB-54-1986)

18

All lots must have frontage on a public street, except where development of a lot fronting on a private
street, right-of-way, or easement is authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
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If the lot is served by an individual well or sewerage system. If the lot is served by public water and
sewerage systems, the width may be reduced to one hundred twenty (120) feet, provided the lot is in
system area one (1), two (2), or three (3) at the time the final plat of subdivision is approved. If the lot
was created under the lot size averaging provisions of Subtitle 24, has a net area of less than forty
thousand (40,000) square feet, and is to be served by public water and sewerage systems, the width may
be reduced to one hundred (100) feet, provided that the lot is in system area one (1), two (2), or three (3)
at the time the final plat of subdivision is approved.

20

If a lot (1) is served by a public or an alternate approved water supply system (other than an individual
well on the lot); and (2) appears on a subdivision plat which was recorded in the land records of the
County prior to October 23, 1957, the minimum widths for the front building and front street lines are
fifty-five (55) feet and thirty-five (35) feet, respectively.
(CB-94-1985)

21

For a lot shown on a record plat of subdivision approved pursuant to former Part 4A of this Subtitle prior
to January 21, 1997, no minimum lot width or frontage is required.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)

(e) TABLE IV - YARDS (Minimum Depth/Width in Feet)23, 24, 25
ZONE
R-O-S O-S

R-A

R-E

R-R

R-80

One-family detached dwellings,
in general
(CB-54-1986)

50

50

50 1

25 1

25 20

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan
dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

One-family semidetached
dwellings

-

-

One-family triple-attached
dwellings

-

R-55

R-35

R-20

25 1,20 25 20

25

25

25 20

25 20

25 20

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

25

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

25

25

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Other allowed uses

50

50

50 1

25 1

25 20

25 1,20 25 20

25

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Front:7

Townhouses

Lot, included in a subdivision for property located within the Southern

20

_____
12
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Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)
Minimum distance of front building
line to center line of existing or
proposed street upon which it fronts

-

-

50

-

50

-

-

-

Side: 9
Total of Both Yards/Minimum of
Either Yard:
One-family detached dwellings,
in general 22
(CB-54-1986)

17/8
40/20 40/20 35/17 35/17 6,21

17/8

17/8

17/8

17/8

21

6,8,21

6,8

6,8

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

17/8

17/8

17/8

6,21

21

6,21

-

-

One-family metropolitan
dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

9 6,10 9 6,10

One-family triple-attached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

18/9 6 -

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Other allowed uses 6,8

17/8
40/20 40/20 35/17 35/17 6,21

17/8

17/8

17/8

17/8

21

6,8,21

6,8

6,8

-

-

9/4

-

-

25
5,6,20

25
25 6,20 5,6,20

25 5,6 25 6

Townhouses

20/10
12

_____
12

-

Lot, included in a subdivision for
property located within the Southern
Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

-

-

-

If a corner lot, the side yard along
the street 7

50

50

50 5

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family detached dwellings,
in general
(CB-54-1986)

20

20

35

25

20

20

20

20

20

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

20

20

20

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Rear:

One-family metropolitan
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dwellings
(CB-33-2005)
One-family semidetached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

20

20

One-family triple-attached
dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

45 18

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

20

-

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

20

20

35

25

20

20

20

20

20

-

-

-

-

-

20

-

-

Townhouses

Other allowed uses
(CB-114-1989)

Lot, included in a subdivision for
property located within the Southern
Green Line Station D-D-O Zone
(CB-55-2021)

_____
12

ZONE
R-T

R-30

R-30C R-18

R-18C R-10A R-10

R-H

One-family detached dwellings, in
general
(CB-54-1986)

25

25

25

25

25

-

25

25

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
One-family semidetached dwellings 2
2
2
2
2

-

-

-

-

-

Front:7

One-family triple-attached
dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)
Two-family dwellings
Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

_____
2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

2

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

2
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Multifamily dwellings

-

30

30

30 19

30 19

30 4

30 4

50 3

Other allowed uses

25

30

30

30 19

30 19

30 4

30 4

50 3

60 13

60 13

60 19

60 19

60 4

60 4

90 3

17/8

17/8

17/8

17/8

17/8

6,8

6,8

6,8

6,8

-

17/8

6,8

6,8

17/8 6,8

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
One-family semidetached dwellings 2
2
2
2
2

-

-

-

-

-

Minimum distance of front building
line to center line of existing or proposed street upon which it fronts
Side:9
Total of Both Yards/Minimum of
Either Yard:
One-family detached dwellings, in
general 22
(CB-54-1986)
One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)
One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

One-family triple-attached
dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)
Two-family dwellings
Three-family dwellings

_____
2

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

_____
2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

2

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

2

Multifamily dwellings

-

30/10

30/10

30/10

30/10

19

19

Other allowed uses 6,8

17/8
6,8

30/10

30/10

30/10

30/10

19

19

25

30

5,6,11

13,16

30

30

30

13,16

13,16,19 13,16,19

30
50
30 4,16 4,16,17 3,13,15,17

-

25 14

25 14

25 14

25 14

-

25 14

25 14

One-family detached dwellings, in
general
(CB-54-1986)

20

20

20

20

20

-

20

20

One-family detached dwellings,
cluster development
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

25

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

If a corner lot, the side yard along the
street 7

30/10 4 30/10 4 50/20 3
30/10 4 30/10 4 50/20 3

Rear:
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One-family semidetached dwellings _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ One-family triple-attached
dwellings
Townhouses
Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)
Two-family dwellings
Three-family dwellings

2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

_____
2

-

-

-

-

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

-

2

2

2

2

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings

-

30

30

30 19

30 19

30 4

30 4

50 3

Other allowed uses

20

30

30

30 19

30 19

30 4

30 4

50 3

1

If most of the lots located on one side of a street between two intersecting streets are occupied by
buildings which have a front yard depth different from that required in general, no building (erected
within three hundred (300) feet of any existing building) shall have a front yard depth less than that
established in the block.

2

For townhouses, and one-family semidetached, two-family, and three-family dwellings, and one-family
metropolitan dwellings, specific individual yards are not required. Instead, at least eight hundred (800)
square feet per lot shall be allocated for front, side, or rear yard purposes; however, the actual yard area
may be reduced to not less than five hundred (500) square feet for the purpose of providing steps,
terraces, and open porches (decks) which project into the otherwise required yard area. For Townhouses,
Transit Village specific individual yards are not required, instead, at least four hundred (400) square feet
per lot shall be allocated for front, side, or rear yard purposes; however, the actual yard may be reduced to
not less than two hundred fifty (250) square feet for the purpose of providing steps, terraces, and open
porches (decks) which project into the otherwise required yard area. Not more than three (3) continuous,
attached dwellings may have the same setback. Variations in setbacks shall be at least two (2) feet.
(CB-44-1988; CB-33-2005; CB-37-2006)

3

For each one (1) foot the building exceeds fifty-two (52) feet, the yards shall be increased by (1) foot.

4

For each two (2) feet the building exceeds thirty-six (36) feet in height, the yards shall be increased by
one (1) foot.

5

If the lot adjoining the corner lot along its rear line does not front on the side street of the corner lot, or is
in a nonresidential zone, the minimum side yard shall be twenty (20) feet in the R-A Zone, and fifteen
(15) feet in the R-R Zone (except as provided in Footnotes 1 and 7), in the R-55 Zone, and (for allowed
one-family detached dwellings) in the R-35, R-20, R-T, R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10, and R-H
Zones.

6

For each one (1) foot the building exceeds thirty-five (35) feet in height, the minimum side yards shall be
increased by one-half (1/2) foot.

7

If most of the lots on one side of a street between two intersecting streets have (prior to April 17, 1928)
been lawfully occupied with buildings having greater front yards than required by these regulations, no
building erected shall have less of a front yard than the established average. This regulation shall also
apply to the side yard of a corner lot but shall not be construed so as to reduce to less than twenty-four
(24) feet the buildable width of the lot.

8

If the record lot is at least fifty (50), but not more than fifty-two (52), feet wide at the front building line
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and was recorded on a subdivision plat prior to November 29, 1949, each yard may be reduced to seven
(7) feet.
9

Two (2) side yards required for each building or group of attached buildings (except as provided in
Footnotes 2, 10, 12, 20, 21, and 23).

10

One (1) side yard (per dwelling) required.

11

For all uses except townhouses, and one-family semidetached, two-family, and three-family dwellings.

12

Each (outer lot) side yard shall be at least ten (10) feet wide, and any yard abutting a street shall be at
least twenty-five (25) feet deep. In addition, at least one thousand three hundred (1,300) square feet per
lot shall be allocated for front, side, or rear yard purposes.

13

For all uses except townhouses, and one-family detached, one-family semidetached, two-family, and
three-family dwellings.

14

Only for one-family detached dwellings.

15

Provided the side building line is at least ninety (90) feet from the center line of the street.

16

Provided the side building line is at least sixty (60) feet from the center line of the street.

17

For all uses except one-family detached dwellings.

18

If the rear lot line abuts an alley (at least twenty (20) feet wide) that intersects with a street, or if a private
automobile garage is attached to the rear of the main building, the rear yard may be reduced to twentyfive (25) feet. If this reduction would impair access to any other building or garage, the reduction shall not
be allowed.

19

On a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres, for each one (1) foot the building exceeds thirty-six
(36) feet, the yards shall be increased by one (1) foot.

20

Twenty (20) feet for zero lot line development. When the building height exceeds thirty-five (35) feet, the
minimum front yard shall be increased by one (1) foot for each additional foot of building height.

21

One (1) side yard at least fifteen (15) feet wide in the R-R Zone, generally, and ten (10) feet wide in an RR Zone cluster development and in the R-80 Zone, generally, shall be provided for zero lot line
development. When the building height exceeds thirty-five (35) feet, the minimum side yard shall be
increased by one (1) foot for each additional foot of building height. No minimum side yard is required in
an R-80 Zone cluster development or in the R-55 Zone for zero lot line development.
(CB-54-1986)

22

If the lot is only forty (40) feet wide, two (2) yards (at least five (5) feet wide each) shall be provided. For
each one (1) foot of lot width over forty-two (42) feet (up to fifty (50) feet) the total of both side yards
shall be increased by one-half (1/2) foot.

23

For a lot shown on a preliminary plat of subdivision approved prior to September 1, 1986, there are no
yard requirements for cluster developments, except that if such a lot abuts land in the R-R, R-80, or R-55
Zone which is not developed as part of a cluster development, the cluster development lot shall have at
least the same yard as required for the abutting land.
(CB-54-1986)

24

For a townhouse, no parking space or area shall be located in a minimum required yard, and access drives
shall cross the yards in as direct a manner as possible. All dwellings other than townhouses and
multifamily shall comply with front yard regulations in Part 2, Division 4.
(CB-32-1985; CB-34-2002; CB-82-2003)

25

For a lot shown on a record plat of subdivision approved pursuant to former Part 4A of this Subtitle prior
to January 21, 1997, there are no yard requirements.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
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(f) TABLE V - BUILDING HEIGHT (Maximum in Feet, Main Building)8
ZONE
RRO-S R-A R-E R-R
O-S
80
All allowed uses 7, 12

35

50

35

35 1 40

35

10

R55

R35

R20

35
35 1 1,9

35
1,3,9

ZONE

All allowed uses 7, 12
(CB-96-1993)

R-T R-30

RR- RR-18
R-10 R-H
30C
18C 10A

40

40

40

40

40

2,9

3,4,9

3,4,9

3,5,9

3,5,9

110

110

_____

9

9,11

1

Not more than two and one-half (2 1/2) stories. If additional side yard is provided in accordance with
Table IV, Footnote 6, the height may be increased to forty (40) feet, but not over three (3) stories.

2

Not more than three (3) stories. If the building is a two-family dwelling in which the units are arranged
one above the other, the height may be increased to fifty (50) feet, but not over four (4) stories.

3

The maximum height of townhouses shall be the same as that in R-T Zone. In the R-30, R-30C, R-18, and
R-18C Zones, the maximum height of one-family semidetached, two-family, and three-family dwellings
shall be the same as that in the R-T Zone.

4

If the building has a gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the height (measured to the mean height level between
eaves and roof) may be increased by eight (8) feet.

5

On a lot or tract having a net area of four (4) or more acres, the height may be increased to eighty (80)
feet.
(CB-109-2004)

6

Reserved.
(CB-87-1986; CB-9-2020)

7

The height of public and quasi-public buildings may be increased to one hundred twenty (120) feet,
provided that, for each one (1) foot increase in height, every yard is increased by one (1) foot.

8

On any building lot with an average slope greater than one (1) vertical foot in seven (7) horizontal feet,
one (1) additional story shall be permitted on the downhill side of the building (for buildings where the
number of stories is regulated). The building height shall not be increased above that specified in the zone
in which it is located. (See Figure 53.)

9

The maximum height of one-family detached dwellings shall be the same as that in the R-55 Zone.

10

No height limit for agricultural buildings.

11

Minimum height of fifty-two (52) feet for multifamily dwellings.

12

The height of churches or similar places of worship may be increased to eighty (80) feet, provided that,
for each one (1) foot increase in height, every yard is increased by one (1) foot.
(CB-14-2011)
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(g) TABLE VI - DISTANCE BETWEEN UNATTACHED MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS AND COURTS
(Minimum in Feet)1,6
ZONE
R-30

RRR-18
30C
18C

R10A

R-10 R-H

In general

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

Additional distance for each 1 foot above 36 feet of taller
building

-

-

2

2

0.5

0.5

-

Additional distance for each 1 foot above 30 feet of taller
building

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

If 2 buildings are situated so that neither is visible from any
window or public entrance of the other, or no line
perpendicular to any wall of either building intersects any
wall of the other building (See Figure 54.)

-

-

20 4

20 4

20 5

20 5

_____

Outer Court (Width)

50

50

Distance Between Unattached Multifamily Dwellings:

_____ _____ _____ _____
2

2

2

2

3

-

1

Within the same multifamily project.

2

Calculated the same as for distance between multifamily dwellings in the respective zone.

3

One-half (1/2) the height of the taller building or thirty (30) feet (whichever is greater).

4

Plus two (2) feet for each one (1) foot by which the taller building exceeds thirty-six (36) feet in height.

5

Plus one-half (1/2) foot for each one (1) foot by which the taller building exceeds thirty-six (36) feet in
height.

6

Inner courts are prohibited for multifamily dwellings.

(h) TABLE VII - DENSITY (Maximum Dwelling Units Per Net Acre of Net Lot/Tract Area)
ZONE
RRO-S R-A R-E R-R
O-S
80

R55

R-35 R-20

One-family detached dwellings, in general

0.05 0.20 0.50 1.08 2.17 4.58 6.70 6.70 6.70

One-family detached dwellings, cluster development 2
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

-

-

-

One-family semidetached dwellings

-

-

One-family triple-attached dwellings

-

-

3.00
6

3.00 4.20 -

2.00 4.10

-

7

8

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

12.44 12.44

-

-

-

-

-

-

16.33
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Townhouses

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

16.33

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Two-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

12.44 -

Three-family dwellings

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Multifamily dwellings
(CB-114-1989)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

R-30

R30C

R-18

R18C

ZONE
R-T

RR-10 R-H
10A

One-family detached dwellings, in general

6.70 6.70 6.70 6.70 6.70 -

6.70 6.70

One-family detached dwellings, cluster development 2
(CB-54-1986)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family metropolitan dwellings
(CB-33-2005)

6.00 -

-

-

-

-

-

-

One-family semidetached dwellings

8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 -

-

-

One-family triple-attached dwellings

-

-

-

-

Townhouses, constructed pursuant to a Detailed Site Plan
filed prior to November 1, 1996, and in compliance with
8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 Section 3 of CB-55-1996 9
(CB-55-1996)

-

-

Townhouse, Transit Village
(CB-37-2006)

12.00 -

-

-

-

Townhouses, all others
(CB-55-1996)

6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 -

-

-

Two-family dwellings

8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 -

-

-

Three-family dwellings, constructed pursuant to a
Detailed Site Plan filed prior to November 1, 1996, and in
12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 compliance with Section 3 of CB-55-1996 9
(CB-55-1996)

-

-

Three-family dwellings, all others
(CB-55-1996)

9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 -

-

-

Multifamily dwellings
(CB-114-1989)

-

12.00 14.00 48.00
10.00 12.00 3
48.00 48.40
3
5

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

20.00 20.00
4

4

-

-

-

1

These densities are the normal requirements for the zone. They may increase in those zones having
variable net lot area provisions in Table I.

2

Densities for cluster development are based on the number of acres in the net tract area encompassed by
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the cluster development.
3

If the building is thirty-six (36) or less feet high.

4

If the building is more than thirty-six (36) feet high (four (4) or more stories) and has an elevator.

5

Plus one (1) dwelling unit for every thousand (1,000) square feet of indoor space provided for social,
recreational, or educational purposes for exclusive use by the residents.

6

For cluster developments with lots having net areas of at least seven thousand (7,000) square feet, which
were created by the resubdivision of land described on a record plat duly recorded in the County land
records on or before July 1, 1967, provided there are at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet per
dwelling unit in the net tract area for cluster development.

7

For cluster developments with lots having net areas of at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

8

For cluster developments having one-family detached dwelling lots of at least six thousand (6,000) square
feet and townhouse or other one-family attached dwelling lots of at least one thousand five hundred
(1,500) square feet, which were created by the resubdivision of land that was previously approved as a
single subdivision described on a record plat or plats duly recorded in the County land records, provided:
(A) The land covered by the record plat(s) includes a one hundred (100) year floodplain area which was
not taken into consideration and which did not appear on the plat(s) as originally approved;
(B) The total number of lots created by the resubdivision, not including any lots created on additional
land considered pursuant to paragraph (E), does not exceed the total number of lots previously approved
by the Planning Board for said plat(s);
(C) The resubdivision does not result in a cluster net tract area density greater than 4.1 dwelling units per
acre;
(D) Not less than eighty percent (80%) of the units are constructed as one-family detached dwellings,
including any land considered pursuant to paragraph (E);
(E) The Planning Board may consider the subdivision of additional adjacent land concurrently with said
resubdivision application in the formation of a new preliminary plat of subdivision. The density on the
additional land shall not exceed three (3) dwelling units per acre of net tract area.
(CB-65-1985)

9

Section 3 of CB-55-1996 reads as follows: "BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that the provisions of this
Ordinance shall not apply to projects for which a Detailed Site Plan has been filed and accepted prior to
November 1, 1996, provided the design guidelines and regulations not resulting in a requirement of
resubdivision are applicable, and provided building permits for ten percent of the dwelling units included
in the Detailed Site Plan are issued within one year of the effective date of this legislation (December 30,
1996), and extensions of time for the permits do not exceed six months, and that the dwelling units are
constructed pursuant to the permits.

(i) TABLE VIII - ACCESSORY BUILDINGS10, 16
ZONE
RRO-S R-A R-E R-R
O-S
80

R55

R35

R20

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

From front street line

60

60

80

60

60

60

60

60

60

From side lot line

2

2

15

2

2

2

2

2

2 12

Coverage (Maximum Percentage of Yard)
Setback (Minimum in Feet), in general:
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From rear lot line

2

2

10

2

2

2

2

2

2 12

From alley line

5

5

10

5

5

5

5

5

5

From side or rear lot line

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

From dwelling on adjoining lot

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

10

10

25

10

10 7 -

10

-

-

25

25

50

25

25 7 -

25
15

-

-

From side street line (along which an abutting lot
fronts) 2

30

30

50

30

30

30

30

30

30

From side street line (along which an abutting lot does
not front) 4

15

15

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

10

10

12 6 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3

15

15

15

15

15

5,8

5,8

5,8

5,8

5,8

If building13used for housing or sale of animals or fowl
except homing pigeons:1

If building13used for homing or racing pigeons:1
From side or rear lot line
From dwelling on adjoining lot
(CB-45-1987; CB-36-1991)

15

If a corner lot:1

From rear lot line 2
Height (Maximum in Feet above the Ground)
(CB-114-1989; CB-129-1989)

15 5 15 5 15 5 15 5

ZONE
R-T R-30

RR- RR-18
R-10 R-H
30C
18C 10A

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

From front street line

60

60

60

60

60

60

60

60

From side lot line

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

From rear lot line

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

From alley line

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

From side or rear lot line

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

From dwelling on adjoining lot

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

30

30

30

30

30

30

30

Coverage (Maximum Percentage of Yard)
Setback (Minimum in Feet), in general:

If building13used for housing or sale of animals or fowl
except homing pigeons:1

If building13used for homing or racing pigeons:1
From side or rear lot line
From dwelling on adjoining lot
(CB-45-1987; CB-36-1991)
If a corner lot:1
30
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From side street line (along which an abutting lot fronts) 2
From side street line (along which an abutting lot does not
15
front) 4
From rear lot line 2
(Maximum in Feet above the Ground)
(CB-114-1989; CB-129-1989)

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 3
15
25 9 14

15

15

15

15

15

15

14

5,14

14

14

5,14

14

1

Requirements for setback from front street line and alley line are the same as for accessory buildings in
general.

2

Where the rear lot line abuts a lot in a Residential Zone or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone, that fronts on the side
street.

3

If the building is located less than sixty (60) feet from the side street line.

4

Where no lots (in the same block as the corner lot) front on the side street.

5

May be increased for certain purposes by approval of a Special Exception (Section 27-330).

6

If the building is located less than fifty (50) feet from the side street line.

7

On lots having a net area exceeding twenty thousand (20,000) square feet.
(CB-45-1987)

8

May be increased to forty (40) feet with approval of a Special Exception, if the building is used for
agricultural purposes and is erected on property (used for agriculture) containing at least five (5) acres.

9

Not over two (2) stories.

10

Accessory buildings, generally, shall be located only in the rear yard; however, on lots having no rear yard
(through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the main building faces the side street,
accessory buildings may be located in the yard opposite the designated front of the main building. In the
R-H Zone, an accessory building may not encroach upon the minimum required yards. Accessory
buildings associated with attached or multifamily dwellings may be located in any yard other than the one
which the front of the dwelling faces, except that a guard booth may be located at the entrance to a
development for which it provides security. A private parking garage accessory to a multifamily dwelling
shall be subject to the setback regulations applicable to a main building in the zone in which it is located.
The setback and height requirements of this table do not apply to dwellings which are accessory
buildings, as addressed by Section 27-424.01. A detached garage accessory to a one-family detached
dwelling may be located in a front or side yard adjoining a street, provided it was constructed prior to
January 1, 1980.
(CB-110-1985, CB-129-1989; CB-65-1990; CB-36-1992)

11

If the lots are used for one-family triple-attached dwellings, accessory buildings are limited to private
automobile garages (one (1) per lot), storage sheds, pet shelters, and any agricultural accessory buildings
shown on an approved Special Exception site plan. Garages on a corner lot may front on the side lot line,
or may be attached to the rear of the main building. Private automobile garages may be attached or
detached along side lot lines, and a pair of garages may be attached (back-to-back) to a similar pair along
the rear lot lines. If the garage has access from the rear yard, the front of the garage shall be not less than
twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest point of the main building. (See Figure 70.)
(CB-110-1985)

12

In the R-20 Zone, when property abutting side and rear lot lines is also in the R-20 Zone, private parking
garages may abut side and rear lot lines. In all other cases, the setback for private parking garages shall be
the same as for any other accessory building.
(CB-129-1989)
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13

Includes accessory structures (for example, coops, runs, pens, hutches, and the like).
(CB-110-1985)

14

A private parking garage accessory to a multifamily dwelling shall be subject to the maximum (but not
the minimum) height regulations applicable to a main building in the zone in which it is located.
(CB-129-1989)

15

Provided the use was in existence prior to June 30, 1987.
(CB-36-1991)

16

These requirements do not apply to mobile homes used as accessory buildings that are in compliance with
Section 27-424.04. For mobile homes used as accessory buildings that were previously used for
agricultural storage purposes, the setback requirements in Table IV of this Section for mobile homes shall
apply.
(CB-36-1994)

DIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-443. - Private schools.
(a)
Private schools permitted (P) in the Table of Uses in accordance with this Section shall be limited to schools
which offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department of
Education or a complete program of academic elementary (including kindergarten), junior high (middle), or
senior high school education, and shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
The school shall be located on property of at least five (5) acres, in size on which the maximum enrollment shall
be four hundred (400) students, unless the school is located on property which was previously used as a public
school by the Board of Education, in which case, the minimum acreage requirement shall be four and one-half (4
1/2) acres. For each acre over five (5), the total enrollment may be increased by one hundred (100) students.
State and local health, education, or fire regulations may reduce the number of students permitted to be enrolled.
The school may be located on a parcel of at least two and one-half (2 1/2) acres provided that:
(i)
The property had obtained an approved Special Exception use as an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution;
(ii)
The property abuts parkland owned by the Commission containing at least two and one-half (2 1/2) acres; and
(iii)
The maximum enrollment shall not exceed one hundred thirty (130) students.
(For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the total number of students enrolled in the institution at
any one (1) time. If there are separate morning, afternoon, and evening sessions, each of which is attended by
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different students, enrollment shall mean the number of students enrolled in the session having the largest
number of students.)
(B)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street having a paved surface at least thirtysix (36) feet wide. This width shall not apply where the property is located in sparsely settled or farm areas, or
where the Planning Board determines that adequate passenger debarkation areas are provided.
(C)
An outdoor playground or activity area shall be provided. It shall contain at least one hundred (100) square feet
of usable space per student. The area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an
adjoining lot and buffered from adjoining uses in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual. The
play area shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high for grades six (6) and below,
and at least five (5) feet high for other grades, with the following exception:
(i)
A private school which has been in continuous operation since January 1, 1970, may satisfy these fencing
requirements by providing another type of barrier that is subject to approval by the State Department of Human
Resources.
(D)
The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the use of existing public schools which have been conveyed
by the Prince George's County Board of Education to either Prince George's County or any municipality within
the County, provided the County or municipality:
(i)
Maintains ownership of the facility and operates a school in it; or
(ii)
Leases the facility for use as a private school, (of any type).
(2)
Site plans.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all private schools, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(b)
A private college or university may be permitted in the R-R Zone and the R-A Zone, subject to the following:
(1)
General requirements.
(A)
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The subject property shall contain at least three hundred (300) contiguous acres.
(B)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street or streets with sufficient capacity to
accommodate traffic generated by the campus.
(C)
All development and uses, including all building setbacks, shall be shown on a Detailed Site Plan approved by
the Planning Board.
(D)
All parking and loading facilities needed for campus employees, students, visitors, and residents shall be located
on the subject property. They shall be located at least:
(i)
One hundred fifty (150) feet from adjoining land zoned or used residentially or proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an
R-P-C Zone, or approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan;
(ii)
Fifteen (15) feet from any adjoining street; and
(iii)
Ten (10) feet from any other land.
(E)
All perimeter setback areas on the site shall be buffered or screened in accordance with Landscape Manual
requirements. The applicant shall demonstrate that the required buffer yards will provide reasonable sight and
sound barriers.
(F)
At least forty percent (40%) of the net tract area of the site, or as revised by the District Council, shall be
devoted to open space.
(G)
Regulations in the R-R Zone restricting location, height, coverage, density, frontage, and yards of buildings and
structures shall not apply to a private college or university. The dimensions and percentages shown on the
approved site plan shall constitute the development regulations.
(H)
Notwithstanding Section 27-118.01, more than one (1) building may be located on a lot containing a one-family
dwelling.
(2)
Uses.
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(A)
Only uses shown on an approved site plan or a revised and approved site plan are permitted. The campus must
provide a harmonious, balanced mix of educational, residential, and limited commercial uses, which may not
include a full-service gas station. All uses must serve educational purposes and be deemed consistent with a
campus atmosphere.
(B)
Every campus shall contain a college or university facility at its core, development which may include the
following uses:
(i)
Educational facilities, including professional offices, laboratories and testing facilities, clinical facilities, training
centers, and accessory uses;
(ii)
Residential facilities for faculty, students, or employees;
(iii)
Day care centers for persons (children or adults) under the care of students, faculty, or employees;
(iv)
Retail commercial and service uses, including a hotel or conference center, consistent with the educational
purposes of the campus, to serve residents, employees, students, and visitors. Business signs are not permitted,
but identification signs to show the location of commercial, service, or other uses are permitted;
(v)
Recreational and social uses, such as swimming pools, tennis courts, athletic facilities, community centers, or
assembly halls.
(3)
Site plans and submission requirements.
(A)
In addition to what is stated in Section 27-296(c) and in Part 3, Division 9, the site plan shall set forth the:
(i)
Use, character, and zoning classification of all adjoining properties;
(ii)
Existing and proposed right-of-way and paving widths of adjoining streets;
(iii)
Existing and proposed topography of the site, at contour intervals of two (2) feet or less;
(iv)
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Existing and proposed drainage patterns;
(v)
Existing vegetation and other natural features;
(vi)
Provisions for erosion control, sediment control, and stormwater management.
(4)
Addition of land.
(A)
After approval of a Detailed Site Plan, each addition of contiguous land to the campus may be approved after
review of an amended site plan. The amended site plan shall include all site plan information required for
previously-approved uses and the same information for the proposed additional land.
(CB-1-1989; CB-135-1989; CB-76-1994; CB-94-2000; CB-16-2002)
Sec. 27-444. - Recreational Community Development.
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of Recreational Community Development are:
(A)
To provide for a residential community comprised of residential development and either an eighteen (18) hole
golf course or an equestrian complex;
(B)
To maintain the average density of dwelling units per gross acre normally allowed in the zone in which the
community is located; and
(C)
To provide for a variety of one-family dwelling types in a compatible recreation-oriented environment and
setting.
(b)
Requirements.
(1)
The location of the development shall be appropriate for recreational activities requiring large amounts of land.
(2)
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The development shall be located on a parcel of land containing at least three hundred fifty (350) contiguous
acres.
(3)
The community shall consist of at least seventy (70) dwelling units and either an eighteen (18) hole golf course
or an equestrian complex.
(4)
Not less than one hundred fifty (150) acres of the gross tract area shall be devoted to recreational facilities, the
golf course or equestrian complex, and green area.
(5)
The main recreational facility shall be developed prior to, or concurrently with, the first stage of residential
development.
(6)
The number of dwelling units permitted shall not exceed:
(A)
O-S Zone - One (1) unit per five (5) acres of gross tract area;
(B)
R-A Zone - One (1) unit per two (2) acres of gross tract area;
(C)
R-E Zone - One (1) unit per forty thousand (40,000) square feet of gross tract area; or
(D)
R-R Zone - One (1) unit per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of gross tract area.
(7)
The types of dwelling units permitted shall be limited to one-family detached and attached dwellings. Not more
than sixty-five percent (65%) of the total number of dwelling units shall be attached units or a combination of
attached units and small-lot detached units.
(8)
At each stage of development, the number of record lots for the development of detached dwellings shall not be
less than thirty-five percent (35%) of those for attached dwellings.
(9)
The minimum requirements for development of detached dwellings in the O-S, R-A, and R-E Zones shall be
those which apply to the R-E Zone, with the following exceptions:
(A)
The minimum lot width at the front building line shall be one hundred (100) feet;
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(B)
The minimum lot width at the front street line shall be twenty-five (25) feet; and
(C)
The minimum net lot area shall be thirty thousand (30,000) square feet.
(10)
With the exception of Section 27-444 (b)(16), in the R-R Zone, the applicable minimum requirements of the R-R
Zone shall apply, except as follows:
(A)
The minimum lot width at the front building line shall be seventy-five (75) feet;
(B)
The minimum lot width at the front street line shall be twenty-five (25) feet; and
(C)
The minimum net lot area shall be ten thousand (10,000) square feet, except as provided for in subparagraph
(D), below.
(D)
Single-family detached dwellings that are adjacent to, or within the immediate vicinity (300 feet) of, a golf
course fairway, green, or teeing area may be developed on lots containing less than ten thousand (10,000) square
feet, but not less than five thousand (5,000) square feet, in accordance with the following:
(i)
Such lots shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of the perimeter of the community;
(ii)
These lots are not subject to the provisions of Section 27-442;
(iii)
A maximum lot coverage of up to seventy-five percent (75%) may be allowed for such lots;
(iv)
The minimum front, side, and rear yards for each lot shall be established by the Planning Board and shown on
the approved Detailed Site Plan; however, in no case shall any building be set back less than five (5) feet from
any lot line; and
(v)
A review of the architectural elevations of the dwellings shall be included as part of the Detailed Site Plan
review for the purpose of ensuring that a detached single-family character is attained.
(E)
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Single-family detached dwellings that are located within a residential community with an equestrian complex
shall have a maximum lot coverage of up to forty percent (40%) for each lot, or 7,500 square feet, whichever is
smaller.
(F)
The maximum height for townhouses shall be forty-five (45) feet.
(11)
The minimum requirements for development of attached dwellings shall be those which apply to the R-T Zone
(except those in Section 27-433(e)(1)(A) and (B)), including those which apply to common areas, except that
there shall be not more than eight (8), nor less than two (2), attached dwellings in any one (1) group.
(12)
All lots (used for residential purposes) which are located along the perimeter of the community, and that abut
property or streets not within the community, shall be limited to one-family detached dwellings, and shall be
developed in conformance with the following requirements:
(A)
O-S Zone:
(i)
The minimum net lot area shall be five (5) acres;
(ii)
Not more than five percent (5%) of the net area of the lot may be covered by buildings and parking areas; and
(iii)
The yard requirements of Section 27-442, Table IV, shall be met. The lot frontage requirements of Section 27442, Table III, shall be met for lots fronting on adjoining streets that are not within the Recreational Community
Development.
(B)
R-A Zone:
(i)
The minimum net lot area shall be two (2) acres;
(ii)
Not more than ten percent (10%) of the net area of the lot may be covered by buildings and parking areas; and
(iii)
The yard requirements of Section 27-442, Table IV, shall be met. The lot frontage requirements of Section 27442, Table III, shall be met for lots fronting on adjoining streets that are not within the Recreational Community
Development.
(C)
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R-E Zone:
(i)
The minimum net lot area shall be forty thousand (40,000) square feet; and
(ii)
The lot frontage requirements of Section 27-442, Table III, shall be met for lots fronting on adjoining streets that
are not within the Recreational Community Development.
(D)
R-R Zone:
(i)
The minimum net lot area shall be fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet;
(ii)
Not more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the net lot area may be covered by buildings and parking areas; and
(iii)
The yard requirements of Section 27-442, Table IV, shall be met. The lot frontage requirements of Section 27442, Table III, shall be met for lots fronting on adjoining streets that are not within the Recreational Community
Development.
(13)
Off-street parking and loading areas shall be provided, in accordance with Part 11.
(14)
Signs may be erected, in accordance with Part 12.
(15)
The development may be constructed with private streets rather than public ones. If private streets are provided,
gates, guardhouses, or other buildings or structures, that are in keeping with the overall development scheme,
may be located within the street right-of-way.
(16)
For small-lot detached units, the following requirements shall apply:
(A)
The minimum net lot area shall be five thousand (5,000) square feet;
(B)
The minimum lot width at the front street line shall be twenty-five (25) feet;
(C)
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The minimum lot width at the front building line shall be forty (40) feet;
(D)
The side yards may be a minimum of zero (0) feet on one side and six (6) feet on the other side;
(E)
The front yard shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet;
(F)
The minimum distance between residential buildings shall be seven (7) feet; and
(G)
A maximum lot coverage of fifty percent (50%) shall be allowed.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
If the main recreational facility is a golf course, accessory uses to be associated with it shall be located interior to
the Recreational Community Development and shown on the Conceptual Site Plan, and may include only the
following uses:
(A)
Country club facilities, with overnight lodging (limited to fifty (50) rooms) for members and their guests;
(B)
Recreational facilities, such as picnic areas, swimming pools, tennis courts, and handball courts;
(C)
Eating and drinking establishments;
(D)
Pro shops;
(E)
Dry cleaning and laundry pick-up stations;
(F)
Barber and beauty shops;
(G)
Valet services;
(H)
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Gift and souvenir shops;
(I)
Saunas and steam rooms; and
(J)
Any other uses which the Planning Board finds are related to golfing.
(2)
If the main recreational facility is an equestrian complex, at least one hundred (100) acres shall be permanently
dedicated to trails, riding areas, stables, and grazing areas. Accessory uses to be associated with it shall be
located interior to the Recreational Community Development and shown on the Conceptual Site Plan, and may
include only the following uses:
(A)
Country club facilities, with overnight lodging (limited to fifty (50) rooms) for members and their guests;
(B)
Recreational facilities such as picnic areas, swimming pools, tennis courts, and handball courts;
(C)
Eating and drinking establishments;
(D)
Tack shops;
(E)
Indoor riding arena;
(F)
Dry cleaning and laundry pick-up stations;
(G)
Barber and beauty shops;
(H)
Valet services;
(I)
Gift and souvenir shops;
(J)
Saunas and steam rooms; and
2925/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(K)
Any other uses which the Planning Board finds are related to equestrian activities.
(3)
All uses accessory to the main recreational facility shall be located in general proximity to one another in order
to establish a focal point of recreational activity without impairing residential tranquility by adverse impacts
such as noise, lighting, and visibility.
(4)
Other uses allowed in the respective zones in which the Recreational Community Development is allowed may
be included, in accordance with the provisions applicable to those uses (in the respective zones).
(d)
Covenants.
(1)
Covenants which insure the perpetual maintenance of the recreational activity shall be filed in the land records.
The covenants shall apply as long as the land remains classified in the same zone it was in when developed. A
copy of the proposed covenant shall be furnished to the Planning Board for concurrent approval with the
Conceptual Site Plan.
(e)
Site plans.
(1)
Conceptual Site Plan.
(A)
A Conceptual Site Plan shall be approved for all Recreational Community Developments, in accordance with
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. No grading, building, or use and occupancy permit shall be issued for any
Recreational Community Development, except in accordance with the approved Conceptual Site Plan (and
Detailed Site Plan).
(B)
In addition to the submittal requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Conceptual Site Plan shall include the staging
of development.
(C)
In addition to the criteria for approval in Part 3, Division 9, the Planning Board shall find that all development
and use shall reflect a cohesive community capable of sustaining an independent residential/recreational oriented
environment.
(D)
Notwithstanding other provisions in Part 3, Division 9, the Conceptual Site Plan shall remain valid for an
unlimited period of time.
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(2)
Detailed Site Plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all Recreational Community Developments, in accordance with Part
3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-16-1989; CB-33-1994; CB-68-2008)
Sec. 27-445. - Homes Association Recreational Use.
(a)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all Homes Association Recreational Uses, in accordance with Part 3,
Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(b)
Covenants.
(1)
Along with the site plan, the applicant shall submit proposed covenants for Planning Board approval. The
covenants shall provide that:
(A)
Each home owner within a described contiguous land area is automatically a member;
(B)
Each home owner is automatically subject to a charge for a proportionate share of maintenance of the
recreational use; and
(C)
Each home owner is bound to his proportionate share of all assessments (including taxes) which may be
necessary to maintain the use. The covenants shall provide for a personal money judgment procedure against
each lot owner to meet the assessment charges.
(2)
The requirements of paragraph (1), above, shall not prohibit the Homes Association from charging its members
for operating expenses for recreational uses or other activities of the organization, provided the charges are not
for profit.
(c)
Planning Board review.
(1)
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The Planning Board may approve the proposed site plan and covenants when it finds that:
(A)
The covenants adequately provide for the ownership and perpetual maintenance of the land and recreational
uses;
(B)
The use conforms to all other requirements of this Subtitle; and
(C)
The use is not a nuisance because of noise or other physical activity.
Sec. 27-445.01. - Farm Winery.
(a)
General Requirements. A Farm Winery is permitted subject to the following:
(1)
A Farm Winery shall be located on a parcel of land of at least five (5) acres that is assessed for agricultural use.
The Farm Winery shall be operated in accordance with all local, state, and federal laws.
(2)
Grapes, fruit, or juice used for processing of wine may be contracted for purchase from off-site locations,
however after an initial five-year start up period, at least thirty three percent (33%) of the grapes or other fruit
that is processed into wine at the Farm Winery shall be grown on site or obtained from other off-site locations
under the control of the Farm Winery owner.
(3)
Sampling and the sale for on- and off-site consumption of wine, grape, or fruit products produced on the
premises shall be permitted in accordance with State and County alcohol laws and regulations.
(4)
Areas designated for wine tasting (tasting rooms) are allowed and shall not exceed sixty percent (60%) of the
total gross floor area of the principal building used for processing of wine or two thousand (2,000) square feet,
whichever is less.
(5)
Snack foods or prepackaged foods like sandwiches, soups, or salads, and non-alcoholic beverages that are
consumed on the premises are allowed, however, food or beverage stores are not permitted as an accessory use
to a Farm Winery.
(6)
A commercial restaurant may be permitted by special exception, but shall be compatible with the rural character
of the farm and the surrounding area.
(7)
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Retail sales of merchandise or items other than wine are permitted subject to the following conditions:
(A)
The items sold are primarily associated with the Farm Winery (e.g., glassware and souvenirs) or are locally
produced goods which would be permitted to be sold at an artisan's and crafter's market or farmers' market; and
(B)
The retails sales are conducted within the Farm Winery or an accessory structure; and the area designated for the
retail sales shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of all Farm Winery buildings combined.
(8)
Promotional or special events related to agritourism, such as, but not limited to, wine festivals, publicly
advertised functions, workshops, fund-raising or charitable functions, weddings, receptions, social events or
cultural exhibits where the number of persons in attendance at any given time exceeds two hundred (200)
persons shall be restricted to eight (8) events per calendar year. Smaller less, attended functions, such as, but not
limited to, wine tastings, private parties, winery tours, meetings or picnics are permitted without limitation on
the number of events. All events allowed shall comply with the requirements of this Ordinance and with State
and County alcohol laws and regulations.
(9)
The minimum setback from any lot line for any newly-constructed buildings or storage facilities used in
conjunction with the manufacturing of wine shall be seventy-five (75) feet. All other uses and structures are
subject to the requirements of the Landscape Manual. Adequate parking for visitors to the Farm Winery shall be
provided on the premises. No visitors parking shall be allowed on public or private rights-of-way.
(10)
The use shall not be permitted on a lot or open space within a subdivision defined as a parcel of land under
which there is a governance structure and regulations (i.e., a homeowners' association and recorded covenants).
(11)
The Farm Winery shall be consistent with and support the farm and its production, and shall not interfere with
the implementation of soil conservation and water quality best management practices. The Farm Winery shall
minimize impacts to sensitive natural resources on the farm, such as floodplains, wetlands or stream buffers. The
Farm Winery shall be operated in accordance with all local, state, and federal laws, and shall be compatible with
the rural character of the farm and the surrounding area.
(CB-36-2009)
Sec. 27-445.02. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
In order for any surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing operations upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
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(c)
All surface mining and sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations;
(2)
For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighboring streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any existing streets; and
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the requirements of
Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, surface mining, sand and gravel
wet-processing, or wash plants, including ponds, spoil sites, and equipment, are prohibited within the Buffer, as
defined in the Conservation Manual. In addition, no surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing shall be
located within:
(1)
Designated habitat protection areas, as described in the Conservation Manual;
(2)
The Buffer area, as defined in the Conservation Manual;
(3)
Any area where the use would result in the substantial loss of long-range (twenty-five (25) years or more)
productivity of forest and agriculture, or result in a degrading of water quality; or
(4)
An area containing highly erodible soils.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987)
Sec. 27-445.03. - Day care center for children.
(a)
A day care center for children permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
2930/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Requirements.
(A)
An ample outdoor play or activity area shall be provided, in accordance with the following:
(i)
All outdoor play areas shall have at least seventy-five (75) square feet of play space per child for fifty percent
(50%) of the licensed capacity or seventy-five (75) square feet per child for the total number of children to use
the play area at one (1) time, whichever is greater;
(ii)
All outdoor play areas shall be located on the same lot as the center at least twenty-five (25) feet from any
dwelling on an adjoining lot, and shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least four (4) feet in height;
(iii)
A greater set back from adjacent properties or uses or a higher fence may be required by the Planning Board if it
determines that it is needed to protect the health and safety of the children utilizing the play area;
(iv)
The play area shall contain sufficient shade during the warmer months to afford protection from the sun;
(v)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided on the play area if it is used before or after daylight hours to insure safe
operation of the area; and
(vi)
Outdoor play shall be limited to the hours between 7 A.M. and 9 P.M.
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the center, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle to
insure compliance with the provisions of the Section.
(B)
In addition to the submittal requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall show:
(i)
The proposed enrollment;
(ii)
The location and use of all buildings located on adjoining lots;
(iii)
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The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas; and
(iv)
The location, quantity, and type of screening and landscaping.
(C)
For no more than one (1) day care center for children located within an existing free-standing building in a
multifamily development in excess of one hundred (100) units, in lieu of the requirements of Part 3, Division 9,
the Detailed Site Plan shall be limited to show:
(i)
The proposed enrollment;
(ii)
An area which includes the existing free-standing building, the outdoor play area, and any other building located
within one hundred (100) feet of either;
(iii)
The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas; and
(iv)
The location, quantity, and type of screening and landscaping within the area depicted.
(3)
Enrollment.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the largest number of children enrolled in the center in
any one (1) session.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988; CB-24-1999)
Sec. 27-445.04. - Antennas, monopoles, and related equipment buildings for wireless telecommunications.
(a)
Antennas, monopoles, and related equipment buildings permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The antenna shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
Unless otherwise prohibited below, it shall be concealed within the opaque exterior of a structure or be attached
to a public utility, radio, television, or telecommunications broadcasting tower/monopole; a light pole; a
multifamily dwelling at least five (5) stories in height; a structure owned by a municipality, the Board of
2932/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Education for Prince George's County, or by Prince George's County; or a structure owned and primarily used by
a government agency that is exempt from the requirements of this Subtitle;
(B)
It shall not extend more than fifteen (15) feet above the height of the tower or structure to which it is attached;
(C)
It shall not exceed the following dimensions:
(i)
Twenty (20) feet in length and seven (7) inches in diameter for whips;
(ii)
Ten (10) feet in length and two (2) feet in width for panels;
(iii)
Seven (7) feet in length and one (1) foot in diameter for cylinders; or
(iv)
Seven (7) feet in diameter for parabolic dishes; and
(D)
On privately owned land, it shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other safety
reasons.
(2)
The related telecommunications equipment building or enclosure shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall not exceed five hundred sixty (560) square feet of gross floor area or twelve (12) feet in height;
(B)
The building or enclosure shall be screened by means of landscaping or berming to one hundred percent (100%)
opacity from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on
an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan);
(C)
When attached to an existing building, it shall match the construction material and color(s) of that building;
(D)
When constructed as a freestanding building, it shall be constructed of brick and its design shall coordinate with
the design of any existing main building on the same lot or on an adjoining lot; and
(E)
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The building or enclosure shall be unmanned, with infrequent (four (4) or fewer per year) visits by maintenance
personnel, and with access and parking for no more than one (1) vehicle.
(3)
The monopole shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
The maximum height shall be one hundred ninety-nine (199) feet when located on public property or Volunteer
Fire Department (VFD) property, or one hundred (100) feet when located on all other properties;
(B)
For privately owned land, the minimum setback from all adjoining land and dwelling units shall be equal to the
height of the structure measured from its base; for publicly owned land or Volunteer Fire Department (VFD)
property, the minimum setback shall be one-half (1/2) of the height of the structure measured from the base to
the adjoining property lines;
(C)
For privately owned land, the minimum area required shall be two and one-half acres (2 ½);
(D)
On privately owned land, the structure shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or
other safety reasons;
(E)
The structure shall be designed, galvanized, and/or painted in a manner which is harmonious with surrounding
properties;
(F)
The applicant shall provide certification from a registered engineer that the structure will meet the applicable
design standards for wind loads of the Electronic Industries Association (EIA) for Prince George's County; and
(G)
Any monopole which is no longer used for telecommunications purposes for a continuous period of one (1) year
shall be removed by the monopole owner at owner's expense.
(CB-61-1988; CB-81-1993; CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997; CB-13-1998; CB-65-2000; CB-33-2007; CB-9-2014)
Editor's note— CB-33-2007 established that monopoles and associated equipment buildings and studios for
which a building permit had been issued prior to September 11, 2007 shall not be considered non-conforming
structures.
Sec. 27-445.05. - Nursery and garden center.
(a)
Nursery and garden centers permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
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The display and sale of nursery stock and garden supplies not grown or produced on the premises shall not
exceed twenty-one thousand (21,000) square feet or ten percent (10%) of the total display and sales area,
whichever is less.
(2)
The display, sale, or repair of motorized nursery or garden equipment is prohibited.
(3)
The subject property shall contain at least twenty (20) contiguous acres that is subject to an existing agricultural
assessment.
(4)
Setbacks.
(A)
All parking, loading, sales, and display areas shall be located in accordance with the following setback
requirements:
FROM

FEET

A street right-of-way

25

Any residence in abutting O-S or R-A Zones

150

Abutting land in any Residential Zone (including undeveloped land in the O-S and R-A) or
any land used or proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for
150
a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan

(B)
Within the twenty-five (25) foot setback from a street right-of-way, unobstructed lines of vision shall be
maintained for five hundred (500) feet, in both directions of travel, along the road frontage. The setback area
shall be landscaped as deemed appropriate by the Planning Board or its designee.
(5)
All sales, display, parking, loading, and storage areas shall be screened from view of adjoining land in any
Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan. Such screening may consist of landscape materials and shall be reviewed for sufficiency by
the Planning Board or its designee.
(CB-35-1989)
Sec. 27-445.06. - Cemetery.
(a)
A cemetery permitted (P) in the Table of Uses, except a cemetery that is accessory to a church, convent, or
monastery, provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991, shall be subject to the following:
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(1)
The subject property shall contain at least ten (10) contiguous acres;
(2)
The cemetery shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from a street right-of-way and any abutting land in
any Residential Zone or any land used or proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan
for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan;
(3)
The interment shall be limited to family members of the property owner(s) and the interment rights shall not be
sold or conveyed in any manner, except as part of the conveyance of ownership rights to the property;
(4)
The cemetery shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from any potable well or groundwater supply;
(5)
The cemetery shall not be located within a one hundred (100) year floodplain or within any area with a seasonal
high water table that fluctuates with rainfall, based on United States Department of Agriculture Soil Survey
Maps; and
(6)
The cemetery shall not be located on a steep slope.
(b)
If the subject property is subdivided and the land upon which the cemetery is located is reduced to less than ten
(10) contiguous acres, approval of a Special Exception shall be required in order to continue to use the cemetery
for new burials.
(CB-86-1989; CB-11-1991)
Sec. 27-445.07. - Airstrip, private.
(a)
A private airstrip permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
The subject property shall contain at least ninety (90) contiguous acres;
(2)
There shall be no aircraft or operation without Federal Aviation Administration Part 91 certification allowed;
(3)
Permitted aircraft shall be limited to a certificated gross weight of five thousand (5,000) pounds;
(4)
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No more than two (2) such aircraft may be permanently based at the subject property;
(5)
The airstrip shall meet all of the Federal Aviation Administration and Maryland Aviation Administration
requirements for a "private use airport" as defined by the Maryland Department of Transportation;
(6)
There shall be no existing or proposed flight obstructions which fall within the approach zone to the proposed
airstrip;
(7)
If air rights or easements have been acquired from the owners of adjacent properties in which the approach zone
falls, satisfactory evidence of such rights or easements shall be submitted with the application;
(8)
No terminal, storage, or repair/service facility may be operated in conjunction with the airstrip;
(9)
The subject property owner shall be the only individual authorized to base their aircraft on the airstrip;
(10)
The use of the airstrip shall be limited to private, noncommercial use by the property owner, member of the
property owner's immediate family, and occasional guests who are invited to use the airstrip for infrequent and
irregular flight operations.
(b)
The site plan shall show the location and height of all structures, trees, and overhead wires located within the
airstrip approach zone and less than five hundred (500) feet from the property. The site plan shall also show such
things as the proposed topography, grading, drainage, and water and sewerage facilities, and the zoning
classification of adjacent properties.
(c)
A private airstrip operating on property having less than ninety (90) acres may continue as a permitted use, if:
(1)
At the time the airstrip was first permitted, it was located on ninety (90) or more contiguous acres;
(2)
The acreage was then reduced below ninety (90) by a public entity's land acquisition to no less than sixty-four
(64) acres; and
(3)
The acreage was not otherwise reduced after the airstrip was first permitted.
(CB-14-1992; CB-58-2000)
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Sec. 27-445.08. - Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex.
(a)
Purposes:
(1)
To promote quality retail shopping, restaurant and entertainment development, and lodging and residential
development oriented toward a theme(s) at locations in appropriate areas of the County;
(2)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of these projects; and
(3)
To avoid scattered and unbalanced development of such uses.
(b)
A Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex is permitted in the R-R Zone subject to the following criteria:
(1)
Private and/or public vehicular access shall be sufficient to accommodate the traffic generated by the project;
and
(2)
Setbacks, tree conservation, landscaping and screening, green space, lot coverage, parking, and loading shall be
addressed in the Conceptual Site Plan approval. However, the provisions of this Subtitle applicable to such items
are not applicable.
(c)
The requirement for a Detailed Site Plan may be waived by the District Council at the time of its review of the
Conceptual Site Plan if the District Council makes the findings required in paragraph (f), below.
(d)
An applicant seeking approval of a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex shall submit an application and
site plan containing the following information, which information shall also serve as the site design guidelines
for such projects:
(1)
A general description of the project and the proposed activities;
(2)
The proposed traffic circulation system;
(3)
The general location and size of all activities;
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(4)
A text indicating the theme, design, and architectural concepts that will be implemented throughout the property
applicable to the use;
(5)
Information contained in Section 27-282(e), provided that the locations of all improvements may be moved,
altered, and revised within an established development envelope. No building permit may be issued without
certification of a site plan by the Planning Director. Provided the property is designated in the County General
Plan as a Metropolitan Center, the addition of residential dwellings, not to exceed two thousand five hundred
(2,500) units, shall not require a revision to an approved Conceptual Site Plan. Building permits for residential
dwellings shall not be issued until construction of the convention center/hotel has commenced.
(e)
The requirements of Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision 3, and Section 27-546 of this Subtitle do not apply to the
processing or approval of a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex. The Planning
Board shall consider Detailed Site Plans for Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complexes in accordance with the
following procedures:
(1)
Unless waived pursuant to Section 27-445.08(c), a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved by the Planning Board
prior to the issuance of any building or use and occupancy permit.
(2)
The Planning Board shall review the Detailed Site Plan for compliance with this Section.
(3)
The Planning Board shall give due consideration to all comments received from other agencies.
(4)
The Planning Board shall only consider the plan at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Board after a
duly advertised public hearing.
(5)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan, and shall
state its reasons for the action.
(6)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Detailed Site Plan approval process) and
the District Council.
(f)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex if it finds
the plan is in conformance with the approved Conceptual Site Plan, provides sufficient design guidelines,
compatible location of uses and activities, and general safeguards to decrease or eliminate harmful impacts on
adjacent property, while providing flexibility in design and development.
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(CB-44-1997; CB-20-2005)
Sec. 27-445.09. - Artists' residential studios and performance arts centers.
(a)
Artists' residential studios permitted by Special Permit (SP) in the use tables shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)
Each artist unit shall combine individual studio and residential space to create an integrated living and working
environment. Artists' residential studios may also provide areas for artists' use as common workspace or
performance, office, or storage space.
(2)
Each artist unit shall have at least 700 square feet of space.
(b)
The following uses are permitted in artists' residential studios and performance arts centers, subject to
restrictions in the definitions of those uses, and with additional restrictions as indicated:
(1)
Offices for artists, arts organizations, community organizations, and municipalities are permitted. All other
office uses are prohibited.
(2)
Uses permitted in the C-S-C Zone in Category (1), Commercial, of the commercial use table in Section 27461(b) are permitted if they are included in Subcategory (A), Eating or Drinking Establishments; Subcategory
(D), Services; or Subcategory (E), Trade.
(3)
Uses stated in the commercial use table in Category (2), Institutional/Educational; Category (3), Miscellaneous;
and Category (4), Public/Quasi Public, are permitted.
(4)
All permitted Category (1), Category (2), Category (3), and Category (4) uses shall meet restrictions and
requirements indicated in the commercial use table for the C-S-C Zone.
(c)
The Planning Board shall review all proposed signs when reviewing a Special Permit application for proposed
artists' residential studios or performance arts centers. The signage schedule shall follow the requirements in Part
12 for similar uses, unless the owner shows that its proposed schedule meets the purposes of the sign
regulations.
(d)
Off-street parking requirements in Part 11 do not apply to artists' residential studios or performance arts centers.
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(1)
The Planning Board shall review and approve an off-street parking schedule when reviewing a Special Permit
application for the proposed use.
(2)
The Planning Board shall consider the following when reviewing an off-street parking schedule:
(A)
The likelihood that different uses in artists' residential studios or performance arts centers will share parking
spaces because of variations in times of peak demand;
(B)
The availability of on-street parking or other parking on nearby properties;
(C)
The availability of public transit for residents, patrons, or visitors; and
(D)
Parking requirements in Part 11 that would apply to similar uses.
(CB-12-2001)
Sec. 27-445.10 - Residential Revitalization.
(a)
Applicability.
(1)
Residential Revitalization, as defined in this Subtitle and as permitted in the Table of Uses in Part 5 or in Part 10
of this Subtitle, shall be limited to any form of existing multifamily or attached one-family dwelling units or
unimproved property located in a Revitalization Tax Credit District, on which multifamily dwelling units existed
on January 1, 2001, but were subsequently razed voluntarily, as a result of condemnation proceedings initiated
by the County, or as requested by the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County ("Redevelopment
Authority") on property for which the Redevelopment Authority is title owner.
(2)
This section is not applicable to any other property.
(b)
Requirements.
(1)
Dwelling units, or property on which they formerly existed, as described in (a)(1) of this Section may be
replaced by proposed multifamily, attached one-family or two-family, or detached one-family dwelling units in a
Residential Revitalization project.
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(2)
The dwelling units, or property as described in (b)(1) above, shall have or have had a minimum density of
twelve (12) units per acre of the net lot or tract area.
(3)
The number, location, and design of compact and standard parking spaces shown on the approved Detailed Site
Plan shall constitute the parking design regulations for the development.
(4)
Regulations concerning the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, number of
uses, and other requirements of the specific zone do not apply to uses and structures in a Residential
Revitalization project. The dimensions shown on the approved Detailed Site Plan shall constitute the
development regulations.
(5)
The normal parking requirement shall be reduced by thirty percent (30%). An additional reduction may be
allowed upon a determination that:
(A)
An additional reduction is necessary to alleviate conditions that are particular to the proposed use, given its
nature at this location, or to alleviate conditions which are prevalent in older areas of the County which were
predominately developed prior to November 29, 1949; and
(B)
The additional reduction will not infringe upon the parking and loading needs of adjacent residential areas.
(6)
The project shall comply with the requirements of the Landscape Manual to the extent that is practical.
(c)
Findings.
In approving a Residential Revitalization project, the Planning Board shall find that the project:
(1)
Improves a deteriorated, obsolete, or demolished multifamily or attached one-family dwelling unit development
by replacing or rehabilitating dwellings, improving structures, or renovating and improving other facilities;
(2)
Maintains or improves the architectural character of the buildings so that they are compatible with surrounding
properties;
(3)
Serves a need for housing in the neighborhood or community;
(4)
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Benefits project residents and property owners in the neighborhood;
(5)
Conforms with the housing goals and priorities as described in the current "Housing and Community
Development Consolidated Plan," for Prince George's County; and
(6)
Conforms to either specific land use recommendations or principles and guidelines for residential development
within the applicable Master Plan.
(d)
Site Plans.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all Residential Revitalization, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9,
of this Subtitle.
(2)
Site plan review shall include the approval of architectural elements including but not limited to building
materials, typical building elevations, signs and outdoor lighting.
(e)
Mandatory Referrals.
After the Planning Department accepts an application for processing, copies shall be referred for review and
comment to the County's Department of Housing and Community Development, any municipality whose
boundaries are located within one-half mile of the project and any other agencies determined by the Planning
Director.
(CB-58-2001; CB-13-2011; CB-89-2014; CB-24-2016; CB-95-2016; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-445.11. - Golf courses.
(a)
Property on which there is a legally operating golf course shall immediately be placed in the Open Space (O-S)
Zone once such use ceases to exist, until the District Council approves another zone for the property. A golf
course use ceases on the first date when golfers (members of the public or members of the golf club) are
prohibited on a permanent basis from playing on the course. The course operator, within thirty (30) days, shall
send notice of the date golf course operations ceased by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Planning Director, each municipality within a mile
of the course, each civic association covering any part of the course, and each owner whose property adjoins the
course.
(CB-3-2006; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-445.12. - Bulk regulations for Conservation Subdivisions and Public Benefit Conservation Subdivisions.
(a)
2943/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Density and lot design.
(1)
Density. The density of a conservation subdivision shall conform to Table 1 below.
(a) TABLE 1 - DENSITY AND MINIMUM NET LOT AREA, AND
LOT/WIDTH FRONTAGE

Zoning District

Maximum
Density
(dwelling
units per net
tract area)

Minimum
Net Lot
Area

Minimum Lot
Width at the
front building
line and front
street line

Minimum
Lot Width at
the building
line and
street line
adjacent to a
scenic or
historic road

O-S

0.2

40,000
square feet

80 feet

200 feet

50 feet

R-A

0.5

30,000
square feet

80 feet

200 feet

50 feet

R-E

1.08

20,000
square feet

60 feet

200 feet

45 feet

R-R

2.17

10,000
square feet

60 feet

200 feet

45 feet

R-R Public
Benefit
Conservation
2.17
Subdivision One
Family Detached
Dwelling

6,500
square feet

60 feet

200 feet

45 feet

Public Benefit
Conservation
Subdivision
Townhouse, OneFamily Semi2.17
detached or OneFamily
Metropolitan
Dwelling

1,800
square feet

Minimum
Lot Width at
the front
street line on
a cul-de-sac

(2)
Net lot area. The minimum net lot area required for each residential lot in a conservation subdivision is
established in Table 1. The contiguous net lot area counted toward the minimum lot area must be located outside
of the 100-year floodplain and environmentally regulated areas, including primary management areas as defined
by Section 24-101 and expanded buffers, as defined by Section 24-130. Lot area greater than the minimum net
lot area may be encumbered by these features. One (1) dwelling unit is permitted on each conservation lot and
shall be included in the calculation of allowable density of the net tract area.
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(3)
Maximum net lot coverage. Lot coverage shall not exceed the following:
(a) TABLE 2 - MAXIMUM NET LOT COVERAGE
Lot Size
Zoning
District

1,800
square
feet

6,000 9,999
square
feet

10,000 19,999
square
feet

20,000 29,999
square
feet

30,000 39,999
square
feet

40,000
square
feet - 2
acres

Over 2
but less
than 5
acres

5 or
more
acres

O-S

—

—

—

—

—

20%

10%

5%

R-A

—

—

—

—

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-E

—

—

—

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-R

—

—

30%

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-R Public
Benefit
Conservation
—
Subdivision
One-Family
Detached

55%

35%

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-R Public
Benefit
Conservation
Subdivision 25%
One-Family
Semiattached

55%

35%

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-R Public
Benefit
Conservation
25%
Subdivision
One-Family
Metropolitan

55%

35%

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-R Public
Benefit
Conservation 25%
Subdivision
Townhouse

55%

35%

25%

25%

20%

10%

5%

R-A

R-E

R-R

(4)
Yards. Main building setbacks shall meet the following standards:
(a) TABLE 3 - YARDS
Zone
O-S
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Internal yards, Residential Development Area:
Front yard

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

20 feet

Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

10 feet

5 feet

Rear Yard

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

20 feet

Corner lot where the side or rear of the dwelling is oriented
toward a street or driveway

50 feet

50 feet

40 feet

40 feet

Corner lot where the side or rear of the dwelling is oriented
toward a street or driveway in a Public Benefit Conservation —
Subdivision

—

—

20 feet

From agriculturally used land on a conservation parcel or lot 150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

From agriculturally used land on a conservation parcel or lot 150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

From perimeter street, below collector

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

Front yard

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

20 feet

Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

10 feet

5 feet

Rear Yard

25 feet

25 feet

25 feet

20 feet

Scenic Historic Road

150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

150 feet

Existing or planned roadway of collector classification or
higher

50 feet

50 feet

50 feet

50 feet

Yards from abutting properties and perimeter streets:

Conservation Lot/or Parcel:
Additional setbacks may be established by the preliminary plat in all zones, and reflected on the record plat as
building restriction lines.
Agricultural Buildings:
Existing agricultural buildings are exempt from setback and height requirements
For townhouses, one-family semidetached, and one-family metropolitan dwellings, specific individual yards
are not required. Instead, at least eight hundred (800) square feet per lot shall be allocated for front, side, or rear
yard purposes; however, the actual yard area may be reduced to not less than five hundred (500) square feet for
the purpose of providing steps, terraces and open porches (decks) which project into the otherwise required
yard area. Not more than three (3) continuous, attached dwellings may have the same setback. Variations in
setbacks shall be at least two (2) feet.

(b)
Regulations. Additional regulations concerning the location, size and other provisions for buildings, structures,
accessory structures and uses are as provided for in Subtitle 27 and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-6-2006; CB-32-2008)
Sec. 27-445.13. - Bed-and-Breakfast Inn.
(a)
A bed-and-breakfast inn is permitted subject to the following:
(1)
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The primary use of the structure and property shall be residential, and the property shall be owner-occupied and
managed. No more than two nonresident persons may be employed on the premises.
(2)
Interior residential features shall be retained in a manner that will allow re-conversion to a residential use, and
the maximum number of guest rooms shall be eight (8).
(3)
Meals shall be served only to customers who are actually using the bed-and-breakfast inn accommodations
overnight, nonpaying residents, or their bona fide guests.
(4)
Parking shall be provided on site with one additional space required for each room that is available to be rented.
(5)
A bed-and-breakfast inn shall not have any sign or other evidence of its use except one (1) sign not exceeding 2
feet by 3 feet in area, which may be double-faced and illuminated but no internally illuminated or back-lit signs
are permitted. Other than an authorized sign, the bed-and-breakfast inn shall be maintained and landscaped to
eliminate outward signs of transient use, and shall be compatible with the neighborhood surroundings.
(CB-39-2009)
Sec. 27-445.14. - Group residential facility.
(a)
A group residential facility for more than eight (8) mentally handicapped dependent persons, or for five (5) or
more other dependent persons, may be permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
The applicant shall demonstrate that there is a need for the facility; and
(2)
The premises shall be under supervision at all times.
(b)
A statement shall be submitted explaining:
(1)
The character of the facility;
(2)
The program's policies and goals, and means proposed to accomplish the goals;
(3)
The characteristics of the service population and number of residents to be served;
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(4)
The operating methods and procedures to be used; and
(5)
Any other aspects pertinent to the facility's program.
(c)
All State and private operators of juvenile group residential facilities are subject to a reporting requirement. The
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Police Department, and the Maryland National
Capital Park and Planning Commission shall establish procedures to implement the reporting requirement for
juvenile group residential facilities. The procedures shall be submitted to the District Council for approval on or
before March 15, 2013. The purpose and intent of reporting by juvenile group residential facilities is to promote
the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and residents of the County to prevent or control the detrimental
effects of juvenile crime in the County.
(CB-29-2012; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-445.15. - Business Advancement and Food Access Infill.
(a)
Applicability. As permitted in the Residential Use Tables in Section 27-441 of this Subtitle, the following
additional requirements apply to development or redevelopment in the County proposing Business Advancement
and Food Access Infill uses, as defined in Section 27-107.01 of this Subtitle:
(1)
the proposed use shall be located in a Revitalization Tax Credit District Census Tract;
(2)
the proposed use shall be located within a Historically Underutilized Business ("HUB") Zone;
(3)
the proposed use is located at the intersection of two (2) four-lane, divided roadways, one of which is a State
road with functional transportation classification as an expressway; and
(4)
the property on which the proposed uses will be located has a land area of at least eight (8) acres and abuts
property in the R-10 (Multifamily High Density Residential) Zone.
(b)
Other Requirements.
(1)
The prescriptions set forth in Section 27-442 of this Subtitle shall not apply to the uses and structures within a
Business Advancement and Food Access Infill development project. The dimensions and structures shown on
the approved detailed site plan for the project shall serve as the development regulations for the project.
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(2)
All Business Advancement and Food Access Infill development shall be subject to detailed site plan approval
process in accordance with Division 9, Part 3 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The detailed site plan review shall include review and approval of architectural elements, including building
materials, typical building elevations, signs, and outdoor lighting.
(4)
Where the proposed use includes a gas station, the detailed site plan review shall also include review of all
building elevations to ensure durability and compatibility with the architecture of surrounding buildings internal
to the site. In addition, where the subject property has a prior approved detailed site plan, development of the gas
station use shall conform, to the maximum extent possible, with the terms of such prior site plan approval.
(5)
All consolidated storage for a Business Advancement and Food Access Infill development shall meet the
requirements set forth in Sections 27-344.01(a)(5), (6), and (7) of this Subtitle.
(CB-62-2015; CB-83-2018)
Sec. 27-445.16. - Medical Cannabis Uses—Growers and Processors (O-S Zone).
(a)
The boundaries of property used for Medical Cannabis Grower and/or Processor uses shall be at least 500 feet
from:
(1)
any R-A, R-E, R-L, R-R, R-S, R-80, or R-55 Zone;
(2)
any land owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; and
(3)
any school land uses.
(b)
Minimum parking required shall be at least equivalent to minimum parking requirements prescribed within Part
11 of this Subtitle for a wholesale establishment, unless a Departure from Parking and Loading Standards is
approved in accordance with the requirements of this Subtitle.
(c)
Medical Cannabis Grower and/or Processor is not permitted as an accessory use.
(d)
Buildings, structures, and parking shall be setback from property lines by at least 200 feet.
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(e)
The minimum net lot area shall be 10 acres.
(f)
Cultivation may be conducted outdoors pursuant to State licensing regulations. All other aspects of the uses shall
be conducted within a fully enclosed building, in accordance with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.
(g)
Outdoor cultivation areas shall be set back at least 100 feet from a street and/or property line and fenced in
accordance with applicable State licensing regulations; and a planted bufferyard between the fence line and
cultivation area shall be installed.
(h)
Outdoor signage shall be limited to building mounted signs and advertisement for cannabis or cannabis products
is prohibited.
(CB-5-2016)
Sec. 27-445.17. - Eleemosynary or philanthropic institutions for survivors of domestic violence.
(a)
Legislative Findings. The Council finds that incidents reporting violent crimes related to domestic violence
continue to increase and pose a substantial threat to the public health, safety, and welfare. The Council further
finds that, in order further an important governmental interest to protect the well-being of the citizens and
residents of the County, it is necessary to incentivize development for certain eleemosynary or philanthropic
institutions specifically tailored to provide, discreetly and confidentially, a spectrum of services appropriate to
address the specific needs of survivors of domestic violence.
(b)
Notwithstanding any requirement set forth in this Subtitle, an adaptive reuse of an existing building containing
no more than 10,000 square feet of gross floor area situated on a lot or parcel with land area not exceeding 1 acre
used by an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution providing temporary emergency shelter, family, and/or
social services for survivors of domestic violence and their families, shall be a permitted use in the R-R (Rural
Residential) Zone.
(CB-18-2016)
Sec. 27-445.18. - Mental Health and Behavioral Services Program to operate within an existing private school.
(a)
A Mental Health and Behavioral Services Program to operate within an existing private school permitted (P) in
the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1)
The program shall be operated by a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and may include child developmental
services, therapeutic educational programs and school readiness programs.
(2)
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Site Plan,
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan for a private school may be modified pursuant to Section 27-289(c) (Limited minor
amendment, Planning Director) to include the Mental Health and Behavioral Services Program use and shall
include the total number of students and hours of operation. The notice shall be posted in accordance with the
requirements of Section 27-125.03(b).
(CB-30-2016)
Sec. 27-445.19. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" accessory use obtains and maintains the appropriate and
required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable license
authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
Sec. 27-445.20. - Qualified data centers.
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(a)
A Qualified Data Center shall be located on land with a minimum acreage of 25 acres in size, at least four
thousand (4,000) feet from a Regional Park, and the use shall be within a structure that is at least three hundred
(300) feet from any residential use.
(b)
The proposed use of the property shall include a site plan with any building permit application.
(c)
Qualified Data Centers shall be exempt from Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan Approval.
(d)
Qualified Data Centers shall not be permitted in designated Regional Transit Districts, Local Transit Centers
(Local), Neighborhood Centers (Local), or Campus Centers (Local) as designated by the County's Approved
Plan 2035 General Plan, as may be amended from time to time. Notwithstanding this requirement, Qualified
Data Centers may be permitted in the Bowie MARC Campus Center, as may be amended from time to time.
(e)
Qualified Data Centers shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
Principal Building Facades.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, principal building facades shall be defined as all exterior building facades that
face public rights-of-way or existing residential development.
(B)
Principal building facades shall include at least two (2) of the following design elements applied cohesively to
the entirety of the face: changes in building height; building step-backs or recesses; fenestration; and/or changes
in building material, pattern, texture, color, or use of accent materials. When a building has more than one
principal building façade, such principal building facades shall be consistent in terms of design, materials,
details, and treatment.
(2)
All exterior lighting shall be designed and constructed with cutoff and fully shielded fixtures that direct light
downward and into the interior of the property and away from adjacent roads and properties.
(3)
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width/frontage, yards, building height,
intensity, accessory buildings, and other similar requirements for uses in the R-R Zone shall not apply. Instead,
minimum green area and building height shall be as required in the I-1 Zone. In addition, the applicant may
propose these regulations on the site plan to be reviewed by DPIE and M-NCPPC staff and approved by DPIE.
(4)
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Security fencing shall be effectively screened by a minimum depth of 40 feet of vegetation from all abutting
residential properties and public rights-of-way. Security fencing shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.
(5)
The requirements of the Landscape Manual shall apply.
(6)
The minimum number of required off-street parking spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of parking
spaces required for "warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-568, and the minimum number
of required off-street loading spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of loading spaces required for
"wholesale or warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-582.
(7)
Regulations pertaining to signage shall be the same as those applicable to uses in the I-1 Zone as required by
Part 12, Signs, of this Ordinance.
(8)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards.
(9)
The applicant shall submit an acoustical study prepared by a professional acoustical engineer that demonstrates
the use will not violate the maximum allowable noise levels (dBA) set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(10)
At least thirty (30) days prior to submitting a building permit application, the applicant shall provide an
informational mailing of the proposed application for a Qualified Data Center permit to all adjoining property
owners, registered civic associations and Homeowners Associations for the area within the respective
Councilmanic District, as well as all municipalities within one (1) mile of the site proposed for development of
the use. The informational mailing shall at least include the permit application number; a description of the
property and its location; the nature of the applicant's request; the applicant's telephone number, mailing address,
and e-mail address and a statement from the applicant inviting comment about the application; and DPIE's
telephone number, mailing address, and e-mail address, to obtain more information and/or submit public
comment about the application after it is filed. The applicant shall obtain the list of addresses and compliance
affidavit from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. The applicant shall provide the
affidavit to DPIE as proof of compliance with this informational mailing requirement as a prerequisite to
acceptance of the application. The failure of a person or entity above to receive the informational mailing shall
not be a basis for denial of the permit for a Qualified Data Center.
(CB-1-2021)
Sec. 27-445.21. - Farm brewery.
(a)
General Requirements. A Farm brewery is permitted subject to the following:
(1)
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A Farm brewery shall be located on a parcel of land of at least four (4) acres in size. The Farm brewery shall be
operated in accordance with all local, state, and federal laws.
(2)
Sampling and the sale for on- and off-site consumption of beer and associated products produced by the licensee
shall be permitted in accordance with State alcohol laws and regulations.
(3)
Areas designated for tastings (tasting rooms) are allowed and shall not exceed sixty percent (60%) of the total
gross floor area of the principal building used for brewing purposes or five thousand (5,000) square feet,
whichever is less.
(4)
Snack foods or prepackaged foods like sandwiches, soups, or salads, and other beverages that are consumed on
the premises are allowed, however, food or beverage stores are not permitted as an accessory use to a Farm
brewery.
(5)
An eating and drinking establishment may be permitted by special exception subject to Section 27-317 of this
Subtitle, and shall be compatible with the rural character of the surrounding area.
(6)
Retail sales of merchandise or items other than beer are permitted subject to the following conditions:
(A)
The items sold are primarily associated with the Farm brewery (e.g., glassware and souvenirs) or are locally
produced goods which would be permitted to be sold at an artisan's and crafter's market or farmers' market; and
(B)
The retail sales are conducted within the Farm brewery or an accessory structure; and the area designated for the
retail sales shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of all Farm brewery buildings combined.
(7)
Promotional or special events related to agritourism, such as, but not limited to, beer festivals, publicly
advertised functions, workshops, fund-raising or charitable functions, weddings, receptions, social events or
cultural exhibits where the number of persons in attendance at any given time exceeds two hundred (200)
persons shall be restricted to eight (8) events per calendar year. Smaller, less attended functions, such as, but not
limited to, tastings, private parties, brewery tours, meetings or picnics are permitted without limitation on the
number of events. All events allowed shall comply with the requirements of this Ordinance and with State
alcohol laws and regulations.
(8)
The minimum setback from any lot line for any newly-constructed buildings or storage facilities used in
conjunction with the manufacturing of beer shall be fifty (50) feet.
(9)
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Adequate parking for visitors to the farm brewery shall be provided at a minimum ratio of one (1) space per
every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area of all farm brewery buildings combined. Loading spaces shall be
required at a ratio of one (1) loading space for every 10,000 square feet of gross floor area above the first 10,000
square feet of gross floor area. No visitors parking shall be allowed on public or private rights-of-way.
(10)
Signage for the use shall conform with the requirements of Part 12 of this Subtitle.
(11)
The use shall not be permitted on a lot or open space within a subdivision defined as a parcel of land under
which there is a governance structure and regulations (i.e., a homeowners' association and recorded covenants).
(12)
The Farm brewery shall not interfere with the implementation of soil conservation and water quality best
management practices. The Farm brewery shall minimize impacts to sensitive natural resources on the farm,
such as floodplains, wetlands or stream buffers. The Farm brewery shall be operated in accordance with all local,
state, and federal laws, and shall be compatible with the rural character of the surrounding area.
(CB-13-2021)
PART 6. - COMMERCIAL ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-446. - General purposes of Commercial Zones.
(a)
The purposes of Commercial Zones are:
(1)
To implement the general purposes of this Subtitle;
(2)
To provide sufficient space and a choice of appropriate locations for a variety of commercial uses to supply the
needs of the residents and businesses of the County for commercial goods and services;
(3)
To encourage retail development to locate in concentrated groups of compatible commercial uses which have
similar trading areas and frequency of use;
(4)
To protect adjacent property against fire, noise, glare, noxious matter, and other objectionable influences;
(5)
To improve traffic efficiency by maintaining the design capacities of streets, and to lessen the congestion on
streets, particularly in residential areas;
(6)
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To promote the efficient and desirable use of land, in accordance with the purposes of the General Plan, Area
Master Plans and this Subtitle;
(7)
To increase the stability of commercial areas;
(8)
To protect the character of desirable development in each area;
(9)
To conserve the aggregate value of land and improvements in the County; and
(10)
To enhance the economic base of the County.
Sec. 27-447. - Fences and walls.
(a)
Unless otherwise provided, fences and walls (including retaining walls) more than six (6) feet high shall not be
located in any required yard, and shall meet the setback requirements for main buildings. (See Figure 42.)
(b)
Walls and fences more than four (4) feet high (above the finished grade, measured from the top of the fence to
grade on the side of the fence where the grade is the lowest) shall be considered structures requiring building
permits.
(c)
Stranded barbed and/or razor wire are prohibited on all fences and walls, except for land that is assessed for
agricultural use, and land used for installation and operation of high-voltage equipment at substations for
electrical generation, transmission, and distribution in connection with providing public utility service in the
County by a regulated public utility.
(d)
Except for fences less than four (4) feet in height, fences not requiring a permit, and fences on land assessed as
agricultural uses, all structural support (vertical posts and horizontal rails) shall face the interior of the subject
lot. (See Figure 42.1).
(CB-22-2009; CB-3-2015; CB-4-2016)
Sec. 27-448. - Corner lot obstructions.
On a corner lot, no building or other visual obstruction (except a post or column) between two (2) and ten (10)
feet high (above the curb level) shall be located within the triangle formed by the intersection of the street lines
and points on the street lines five (5) feet from the intersection. (See Figure 43.)
Sec. 27-448.01. - Frontage.
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Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(CB-46-1985)
Sec. 27-449. - Extensions and projections.
(a)
General projections. (See Figure 55.)
(1)
No projections from building walls (including show windows, but not including signs) shall extend beyond
building lines. (See Figure 55.)
(2)
Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Subtitle, a tent that covers an approved patio that is affixed to the
side building wall of an Eating or Drinking Establishment and used as accessory patron seating for the use shall
be permitted, provided that the use is located within the boundaries of an incorporated municipality, a temporary
permit was previously granted for the usage of an affixed tent for such purposes, the affixed tent is approved by
the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement, and the usage of the affixed tent does not conflict
with any applicable sector plan, master plan, or district development standards.
(b)
Canopies. (See Figure 55.)
(1)
Canopies may not extend beyond the building line along a street.
(CB-41-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-69-2015)
Sec. 27-450. - Landscaping, screening, and buffering.
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of all development in the Commercial Zones shall be in accordance with
the provisions of the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-451. - Swimming pools.
(a)
All outdoor swimming pools accessory to one-family detached dwellings shall be enclosed by a fence at least six
(6) feet high. If the pool is constructed above grade, and a fence or railing (the top of which is at least six (6) feet
above grade) is attached to it, another separate fence shall not be required. (See Figure 51.)
(b)
Outdoor swimming pools shall meet the setback requirements for main buildings (not for accessory structures).
Sec. 27-451.01. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
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On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling unit, or one (1) or more satellite dish
antenna(s) to serve more than one (1) dwelling unit or any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the
requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any
side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals, and/or the
size of the satellite dish antenna. Where usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted
and located in the rear yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall
be ground-mounted and located in either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard
location, the antenna may be mounted on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna
be located in the front yard. Notwithstanding anything above to the contrary, a satellite dish antenna six (6) feet
four (4) inches or less in diameter may be mounted on the roof of any building other than a single-family
dwelling unit. On lots having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the
main building faces a side street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear,
side and front of the building.
(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted or roof-mounted satellite dish
antenna, when such antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991; CB-54-1991)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC COMMERCIAL ZONES.
Sec. 27-452. - C-A Zone (Ancillary Commercial).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-A Zone are:
(A)
To provide locations for retail and service commercial uses which are strictly related and subordinate to the
convenience of the immediately surrounding neighborhood;
(B)
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To provide locations for retail and service commercial uses which supply necessities in frequent demand with a
minimum of consumer travel; and
(C)
To provide for a limited range of uses which would not interfere with their local function.
(D)
To provide locations for all such uses on property which should have a maximum size of three (3) contiguous
acres.
(CB-65-1989)
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-A Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-A Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-453. - C-O Zone (Commercial Office).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-O Zone are:
(A)
To provide locations for predominantly nonretail commercial uses, such as business offices and services of a
professional, clerical, or administrative nature, and such retail and service uses as are desirable for the efficient
and convenient operation of the nonretail uses.
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(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-O Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-O Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2) Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-454. - C-S-C Zone (Commercial Shopping Center).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-S-C Zone are:
(A)
To provide locations for predominantly retail commercial shopping facilities;
(B)
To provide locations for compatible institutional, recreational, and service uses;
(C)
To exclude uses incompatible with general retail shopping centers and institutions; and
(D)
For the C-S-C Zone to take the place of the C-1, C-2, C-C, and C-G Zones.
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
2960/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-S-C Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-S-C Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-455. - C-1 Zone (Local Commercial, Existing).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-1 Zone are the same as the purposes of the C-S-C Zone, as stated in Section 27-454(a)(1)
(except for (D)).
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-1 Zone are the same as those allowed in the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Table of
Uses II (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
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Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-1 Zone are the same as those for the C-S-C Zone as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the
Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs
(Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-456. - C-C Zone (Community Commercial, Existing).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-C Zone are the same as the purposes of the C-S-C Zone, as stated in Section 27-454(a)(1)
(except for (D)).
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-C Zone are the same as those allowed in the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Table of
Uses II (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-C Zone are the same as those for the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the
Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part), General (Part 2) Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs
(Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-457. - C-G Zone (General Commercial, Existing).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
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The purposes of the C-G Zone are the same as the purposes of the C-S-C Zone, as stated in Section 27-454(a)(1)
(except for (D)).
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-G Zone are the same as those allowed in the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Table of
Uses II (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-G Zone are the same as those for the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the
Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs
(Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-458. - C-2 Zone (General Commercial, Existing).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-2 Zone are the same as the purposes of the C-S-C Zone, as stated in Section 27-454(a)(1)
(except for (D)).
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
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The uses allowed in the C-2 Zone are generally the same as those allowed in the C-S-C Zone (with a few
exceptions), as provided for in Table of Uses II (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-2 Zone are the same as those for the C-S-C Zone, as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the
Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs
(Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-458.01. - C-W Zone (Commercial Waterfront).
(a)
Purpose.
(1)
The purpose of the C-W Zone is to provide areas for commercial marine activities related to:
(A)
Tourism;
(B)
Vacationer, sport, and pleasure boating;
(C)
Water-oriented recreational activities; and
(D)
Limited water-related employment areas for businesses which cater to marine activities along a waterfront.
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-W Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
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(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-W Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-28-1985; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-459. - C-M Zone (Commercial Miscellaneous).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-M Zone are:
(A)
To provide locations for miscellaneous commercial uses which may be disruptive to the harmonious
development, compactness, and homogeneity of retail shopping areas;
(B)
To provide these locations, where possible, on nonresidential streets; and
(C)
To provide concentrations of these uses which are relatively far apart.
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-M Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
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Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-M Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-460. - C-H Zone (Highway Commercial, Existing).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-H Zone are the same as the purposes of the C-M Zone.
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with Section 27-450.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-H Zone are the same as those allowed in the C-M Zone, as provided for in Table of
Uses II (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-H Zone are the same as those for the C-M Zone, as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the
Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part), General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs
(Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-460.01. - C-R-C Zone (Commercial Regional Center).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the C-R-C Zone are:
(A)
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To provide locations for major regional shopping centers and related uses;
(B)
To assure, through the site plan review and approval process, the compatibility of the regional shopping center
with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, as well as existing and proposed public facilities and services;
and
(C)
To assure, particularly at the Detailed Site Plan phase, that the anchor tenant mix, architectural features,
landscaping, and other site amenities of the regional shopping center are consistent with the concept of an
upscale mall.
(b)
Landscaping and screening.
(1)
The landscaping and screening plan shall constitute an enhancement of the minimum standards required in
accordance with Section 27-450. Special attention shall be given to landscaping, berming, or other buffering of
the parking compound from adjacent roads.
(c)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the C-R-C Zone are as provided for in Table of Uses I (Division 3 of this Part).
(d)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
C-R-C Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(2)
The minimum area for development in the C-R-C Zone shall be one hundred (100) gross contiguous acres.
(3)
Proposed development in the C-R-C Zone shall have direct vehicular access to at least one (1) arterial-grade or
greater street.
(4)
The maximum floor area ratio (FAR) shall be .75 for any development in the C-R-C Zone. Commercial intensity
determinations shall be based on a gross-building-area to gross-commercial-land-area ratio. In computing the
FAR, the provisions of Section 27-481(a) in Part 8, Division 1, of this Subtitle shall apply.
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(5)
The maximum height of any building in the C-R-C Zone shall be seventy-five (75) feet, measured from finished
grade.
(6)
The maximum building coverage of the net tract area of the entire development proposed in any C-R-C Zone
shall not exceed fifty percent (50%), excluding structured or decked parking.
(7)
All development in the C-R-C Zone shall be subject to Conceptual and Detailed Site Plan review and approval
as provided in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. Any Conceptual Site Plan submission shall
encompass at least all of that property originally placed in the C-R-C Zone. In addition to the provisions of Part
3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, the following guidelines shall apply:
(A)
All department stores shall contain a minimum gross floor area of eighty-five thousand (85,000) square feet, and
at least one-third (1/3) of the department stores shall be one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or greater.
(B)
All department stores and the main shopping center building shall be a minimum of two (2) stories in height.
(C)
The department stores and the main shopping center building shall contain a minimum total of seven hundred
fifty thousand (750,000) square feet of gross floor area.
(D)
No freestanding uses, other than the main shopping center building, department stores attached to it, and parking
decks or structures, may be occupied prior to the occupancy of the main shopping center building. All such
freestanding exterior uses shall have direct access only from a road providing internal circulation for the regional
shopping center. No more than an additional thirty percent (30%) of the total main shopping center's and anchor
tenants' gross commercial land area may be devoted to external, freestanding uses. Of the total square footage
devoted to external, freestanding uses, no more than one-half (1/2) may be office uses as permitted uses.
Proposed office uses in excess of one-half (1/2) of the total square footage devoted to external, freestanding uses
may be allowed only with the approval of a special exception. The following uses are the only ones permitted to
be in any external, freestanding structures: offices (as limited above), hotels, restaurants (excluding drive-in or
fast food), banks or financial institutions (excluding freestanding teller machines), adult day care, day care for
children, public uses, and movie theatres. No freestanding, external use may be established on a lot or area
committed to support its use of less than one (1) acre.
(E)
Minor revisions to an approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan may be approved by the Planning Board where
such revisions involve a five percent (5%) or less change in the allowed gross floor area of the regional shopping
center or minor changes in the layout of the parking lot, internal and external roads, landscaping, building
height, or building wall locations which do not change the intent of previous Planning Board approvals. Any
other proposed revision shall be treated as in the case of a new site plan with an evidentiary hearing before the
Planning Board and District Council review.
(F)
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The applicant shall submit with its Conceptual Site Plan an economic analysis justifying that any proposed retail
sales area will support a regional shopping center with an environment of continuing quality. At the time of
Detailed Site Plan submission, the applicant shall submit a refined economic analysis as provided before or
evidence of executed letters of intent from at least two (2) anchor department stores.
(G)
At the time of submission of any Detailed Site Plan, the applicant shall include signed letters of intent from any
proposed anchor department store tenant. At least thirty-three and one-third percent (33 1/3%) of all such
proposed tenants shall be department stores such as: Bloomingdale's, Bullock's, Carson-Pirie-Scott, Gump's, IMagnin, Lord & Taylor, Macy's, Marshall Field, Nieman Marcus, Nordstrom, Saks 5th Avenue, Parisian, or the
equivalent. In no event shall any of the anchor department store tenants be of the type characterized as discount,
off-price, rack or close-out operations.
(H)
Design guidelines applicable to all upscale regional centers shall be approved by the District Council and used
by the Planning Board during review of Detailed Site Plans.
(e)
Reversion.
(1)
All property in the C-R-C Zone which has not received approval of a Detailed Site Plan by the date which is
seven (7) years subsequent to the date that the property was placed in the C-R-C Zone shall automatically revert
back to the classification to which it was zoned prior to being placed in the C-R-C Zone.
(2)
The District Council may grant extensions of the seven (7) year requirement for approval of a Detailed Site Plan
upon application by the property owner or his designee filed and determined by the District Council prior to the
expiration of the seven (7) year period. Prior to granting any such extension the District Council shall conduct an
evidentiary hearing with notice of the public hearing to be:
(A)
Mailed to the owners of all land lying within one (1) mile of the boundaries of the subject C-R-C Zone as listed
in the records of the Office of Assessments and Taxation;
(B)
Mailed to all municipalities and civic associations within a two (2) mile distance of all boundaries of the C-R-C
Zone; and
(C)
Posted on the subject property.
(3)
Prior to granting an extension, the District Council shall find that:
(A)
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Development of the property has been pursued with appropriate diligence;
(B)
Factors beyond the control of the property owner or the developer have precluded approval of a Detailed Site
Plan with the seven (7) year period; and
(C)
The length of extension requested is reasonably necessary to complete the Detailed Site Plan process. The length
of any extension shall be limited to the period of time the District Council determines is reasonably necessary
for completion of the process leading to approval of a Detailed Site Plan, based on the record evidence
presented.
(4)
Vested rights to the continuation of any C-R-C Zone shall not arise by virtue of the mere approval of a Detailed
Site Plan. Development rights shall be vested only after issuance of a building permit for the main shopping
center building and the completion of substantial work thereunder.
(CB-58-1990; CB-1-2004)
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-461. - Uses permitted.
(a)
No use shall be allowed in the Commercial Zones, except as provided for in the Table of Uses. In the table, the
following applies:
(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with the provisions of Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside of the building;
(B)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from the outside building, other
than a business identification sign lettered on a window. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area; and
(C)
The use shall be secondary to the primary use of the building.
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(4)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a principal use on the premises;
(B)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the principal use;
(C)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the principal use; and
(D)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the principal use is located.
(5)
The letter "X" indicates that the use is prohibited.
(6)
The letters "SP" indicate that the use is permitted subject to approval of a Special Permit, in accordance with
Section 27-239.02.
(7)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(8)
Whenever the tables refer to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), permitted by Special Permit (SP), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as listed in the zone in which it is
allowed.
(CB-58-1990; CB-12-2001; CB-14-2003; CB-10-2018)
(b)
TABLE OF USES I.
ZONE
USE

C-O

C-A

C-SC-RC-W C-M
C
C

P 76

X

P 24

(1) Commercial:
(A) Eating or Drinking Establishments:
(i) Eating or drinking establishment, with drive-through service
(CB-49-2005; CB-19-2010; CB-13-2019)

X

P 24

X
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(ii) Eating or drinking establishment, excluding drive-through
service
(CB-49-2005; CB-19-2010)

P

P

P

(iii) Eating or drinking establishment of any type, including music
and patron dancing past the hours of 12:00 A.M., excluding adult
X
entertainment
(CB-49-2005; CB-19-2010; CB-56-2011; CB-60-2016)

X

P

P

P

SE 64 SE

SE

X

(B) Vehicle, Mobile Home, Camping Trailer, and Boat Sales and
Service:
Bus maintenance accessory to:
(i) A private school or educational institution

SE

X

SE

X

P

X

(ii) A church or other place of worship

SE

SE

SE

X

P

X

X

X

P

P

P

X

(i) Accessory to a marina

X

X

P

P

P

X

(ii) All others

X

X

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

(i) On a parcel of at least 10 acres with any structures located at
least 200 feet from any land in any Residential Zone or land
proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic
X
Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for
an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan

X

P

X

P

X

(ii) Self-service, coin operated, automatic car wash as an
accessory use to the permitted use of a commercial parking lot, with
shuttle service to Metro and located within two (2) miles of a Metro X
station
(CB-76-1998)

X

P

X

X

X

(iii) All others
(CB-76-1998; CB-114-2004)

X

SE

X

P 24

X

X

SE 80 SE

P

X

X

X

SE

X

X

X

(i) Operating prior to January 1, 2011, as a use that conforms to
the definition under Section 27-107.01, subject to the provisions of X
Section 27-464.06(c), (d) and (f)

X

X

X

P 57

X

(ii) All Others, subject to the requirements of Section 27464.06
(CB-59-2010)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Boat fuel sales at the waterfront
Boat sales, service, and repair, including outdoor storage of boats
and boat trailers:

Boat storage yard
Car wash:

X

Gas Station (in the C-M Zone, subject to Detailed Site Plan review
in accordance with Section 27-358(a)(1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8),
P 71,
(9), and (10))
74
(CB-1-1989; CB-72-1999; CB-25-2018; CB-84-2018; CB-45-2019)
Incidental automobile service in a parking garage 3
Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions

Vehicle lubrication or tune-up facility, provided all sales and
installation operations are conducted in a wholly enclosed building
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with no outdoor storage
(CB-43-1987)
Vehicle, mobile home, or camping trailer repair and service station
X
(CB-50-1993; CB-82-2018)

X

SE 19 X

P 73

X

Vehicle, mobile home, or camping trailer sales lot, which may
include dealer servicing and outdoor storage of vehicles awaiting
sale; but shall exclude the storage or sale of wrecked or inoperable
42
vehicles, except as accessory to the dealership for vehicles which the P
dealership will repair 37
(CB-95-1987; CB-87-2000; CB-29-2002; CB-25-2015; CB-48-2018)

X

SE 60 X

P 72

X

Vehicle or camping trailer rental (in the C-M Zone, subject to
Section 27-417(a), (b)(2), and (c)

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Vehicle or camping trailer storage yard
(CB-80-1996)

P 26

X

X

X

P

X

(i) On a parcel of at least 10 acres, with any structures located
at least 200 feet from any land in any Residential Zone (or land
proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic
Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for
an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan)

X

X

P

X

P

X

(ii) Provided a vehicle parts or tire store existed prior to the
redevelopment of a shopping center, and the subject property is
located within a Mixed-Use Activity Center designated within a
Master Plan approved prior to March 1, 2006
(CB-55-2016)

X

X

P

X

X

X

(iii) Accessory to a department store
(CB-58-1990; CB-55-2016)

X

X

X

X

X

SE

(iv) All others
(CB-21-1992; CB-55-2016)

X

X

SE

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

P

Vehicle towing station, provided it is enclosed by a sight-tight wall
or fence at least 6 feet high, or an evergreen screen
X
(CB-30-1992)

X

X

X

P

X

Waterless Automobile Detailing, at a specific location having a fixed
business address
X
(CB-71-2014)

X

P

X

X

X

Vehicle parts or tire store including installation facilities, provided
all sales and installation operations are conducted in a wholly
enclosed building with no outdoor storage:

Vehicle parts or tire store without installation facilities

(C) Offices:
Bank, savings and loan association, or other savings or lending
institution:
(i) Automatic teller machine, only

P

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) All others

P

P

P

X

P

P

Check Cashing Business
(CB-23-2009)

SE 55 SE 55 SE 55 X

SE 55 SE 55

Contractor's office (see paragraph (3), Miscellaneous)
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Medical Cannabis Dispensary
(CB-5-2016)

P 62

X

P 62

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

P

P

Office of a certified massage therapist
(CB-44-2000)

P

P

P

X

P

P

Office of a medical practitioner or medical clinic (which may
include an accessory private spa)

P

P

P

X

P

P

Real estate subdivision sales office as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the
C-R-C Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception) may
be located within an office building, provided that the uses shall not
be located above the ground floor; not more than 15% of the gross
PA
floor area of the building shall be devoted to the use; and not more
than 3,000 square feet of gross floor area shall be allotted to any one
shop
(CB-58-1990)

X

X

X

PA

PA

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the
C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception), may
be located within an office building, provided that the uses shall not
be located above the ground floor; not more than 15% of the gross
PA
floor area of the building shall be devoted to the uses; and not more
than 3,000 square feet of gross floor area shall be allotted to any one
shop

X

X

X

PA

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the
C-S-C Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception) may
be located within an existing building no more than three (3) stories
in height, including a maximum of 65,000 square feet of gross
leasable area, provided such building and its associated parking are
located on one or more contiguous parcels of property abutting two
(2) streets shown on the Master Plan as arterial or higher
P
classification, and located at an intersection where the three (3) other
corners of said intersection are zoned C-S-C, and where the parcel or
parcels of property upon which the building and its associated
parking are located abut land zoned C-S-C at a minimum of two (2)
locations
(CB-69-1999)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Office accessory to an allowed use
Office (except as otherwise provided):
(i) Within an integrated shopping center, and not exceeding
10% of the gross floor area of the center
(ii) All others

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed by
SE
Special Exception in the C-S-C Zone may be located within an
existing building no more than three (3) stories in height, including a
maximum of 65,000 square feet of gross leasable area, provided such
building and its associated parking are located on one or more
contiguous parcels of property abutting two (2) streets shown on the
Master Plan as arterial or higher classification, and located at an
intersection where the three (3) other corners of said intersection are
zoned C-S-C, and where the parcel or parcels of property upon
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which the building and its associated parking are located abut land
zoned C-S-C at a minimum of two (2) locations
(CB-69-1999)
(D) Services:
Ambulance service, private

X

X

X

X

P

X

Animal hospital, animal training, kennel

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

Artist's studio

P

X

P

X

X

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

(i) Non-motorized only

X

X

P

X

P

X

(ii) All others

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Blacksmith shop

X

X

X

X

P

X

Blueprinting, photostating, or other photocopying establishment

X

X

P

X

P

P

Carpet or rug shampooing establishment

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

P

X

P

X

P

X

X

P

P

X

SE

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

Electric or gas appliance, radio, or television repair shop

X

P

P

PA

P

X

Employment agency

P

X

P

X

X

X

Farm implement repair

X

X

X

X

P

X

Fortune telling

P

X

P

X

P

X

SE 15 X

SE

X

P

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

P

P

PA

SE

P

(i) Accessory to an allowed use

PA

PA

P

X

P

X

(ii) Dental laboratory

P

X

P

X

P

X

SE

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

Barber or beauty shop
(CB-148-1987)
Bicycle repair shop:

Catering establishment
(CB-56-2011)
Data processing
Dry cleaning or laundry pickup station
(CB-127-1986)
Dry cleaning store or plant: 43
(i) Retail, gross floor area under 6,000 square feet
(CB-85-2012)
(ii) Retail, unrestricted
(iii) Wholesale (may include retail service)
(CB-55-2002)

Funeral parlor, undertaking establishment
(CB-2-1989)
Household appliance or furniture repair shop
Key or locksmith shop
(CB-128-1986)
Laboratory:

(iii) All other laboratories
(CB-4-1986)
Laundromat:
(i) Accessory to an allowed use
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(ii) All others

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

SE

X

P

X

(i) Storage of up to 10 limousines (not to include buses and
vans), may include routine vehicle repair or servicing within a
wholly enclosed building, with no outdoor storage

X

P 24

P 24

X

P 24

X

(ii) All others
(CB-120-1994)

X

X

X

X

P 24

X

Machine shop accessory to an allowed use

X

X

X

P

PB

X

Massage establishment

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Model studio

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Newspaper publishing establishment

X

X

SE

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

Photographic processing plant

X

X

X

X

P

X

Photography studio or darkroom

P

X

P

X

P

P

(i) With carry-out service in a building with less than 2,500 sq.
X
ft. of gross floor area

X

P

X

X

X

(ii) Unrestricted in size with no carryout service
(CB-83-1986; CB-102-2001)

X

X

X

X

P

X

(i) Not exceeding 2,000 square feet of gross floor area

X

X

P

X

P

X

(ii) All others

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Sauna or steam bath

X

X

P

X

P

X

Septic tank service

X

X

X

X

P

X

Sewage dump station for camping trailers or boats

X

X

X

P

P

X

Shoe repair shop

X

P

P

X

P

P

Tailor or dressmaking shop (may include incidental dyeing and

X

X

P

X

P

P

Laundry store or plant: 43
(i) Retail, gross floor area under 6,000 square feet
(CB-85-2012)
(ii) Retail, unrestricted
(iii) Wholesale (may include retail service)
(CB-55-2002)
Lawn mower repair shop:
(i) Non-motorized, only
(ii) All others, provided all repairs are performed within a
wholly enclosed building
Limousine service:

Methadone Treatment Center
(CB-103-1993)

Pet grooming shop, provided all animals are confined to the
interior of the building and adequate measures are taken to control
noise and odor

Pizza delivery service, limited to off-premises delivery with no
eat-in or drive-in service:

Printing shop:
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pressing allowed as a "PB" use)
Tattoo Parlor
(CB-10-2012)

X

X

P

X

P

X

Taxidermy
(CB-30-1986)

X

X

P

X

P

X

Travel bureau

P

X

P

X

X

P

Upholstery shop
(CB-65-1989)

X

X

PA

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

PB

X

PB

X

X

PA

P

X

X

P

(i) Accessory to an allowed use

X

X

X

P

P

X

(ii) All others

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Arts, crafts, and hobby supply store

X

X

P

PA

P

P

Bait shop

X

X

P

PA

X

X

Bakery products, wholesale (may include retail sales)

X

X

X

X

P

X

(i) Nonmotorized, only

X

X

P

X

P

P

(ii) All others

X

X

SE

X

P

SE

X

X

P

X

P 20

P

(i) Accessory to an allowed use

X

X

P

P

P

X

(ii) All others

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

P 32

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Veterinarian's office:
(i) Outpatient
(ii) Inpatient
(CB-96-1988)
Watch or jewelry repair shop
Welding shop:

(E) Trade (Generally Retail):
Adult book store
(CB-65-1989; CB-53-1996)

Bicycle (sales) shop:

Book (except adult bookstore) or camera store
(CB-71-1993)
Bottled gas sales:

Building supply store:
(i) Wholly enclosed, except for nursery stock
(ii) With outdoor storage on not more than 50% of the lot,
provided it is enclosed by a slightly opaque wall or fence at least 8
feet high
(CB-76-1992)
Bulk retailing:
(i) Products allowed to be sold in a C-S-C Zone
(CB-65-1989; CB-25-1999)
(ii) Products allowed to be sold in a C-M Zone
Buying of items within guest rooms and vehicles, pursuant to
Section 27-115(a)(2)
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Carpet or floor covering store
(CB-87-2021)

P 88

X

P

X

P

P

Clothing, dry goods, millinery, or shoe store
(CB-58-1985; CB-71-1993)

X

X

P

X

P 20

P

X

X

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P 20, P

(ii) Exceeding 125,000 square feet of gross floor area within
the developed tier or a designated Revitalization Tax Credit Area (as
long as the department or variety store does not contain any food or X
beverage component)
(CB-19-2005; CB-13-2012)

X

P 52

X

P 20, P

(iii) Not exceeding 85,000 square feet of gross floor area
without regard to percentage of gross floor area for food and
beverage component
(CB-13-2012; CB-64-2012)

X

X

P 52

X

P

P

(iv) Exceeding 85,000 square feet of gross floor area and less
than 10% of that gross floor area for food and beverage component
(CB-64-2012)

X

X

P 52

X

P

P

(v) All others, 40 in accordance with Section 27-348.02
(CB-71-1993; CB-28-1997, CB-4-1999; CB-2-2002; CB-13-2012;
CB-64-2012)

X

X

SE

X

SE

P

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)
X
(1)

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

X

P

P

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

X

P

Farm implement sales

X

X

X

X

P

X

Feed sales

X

X

X

X

P

X

Firewood sales as a temporary use in accordance with Sections 27P
260 and 27-261

P

P

X

P

X

Farmer's market or flea market as a temporary use, in accordance
with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-63-1998)

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

P

P

Confectioner (not exceeding 40,000 square feet of gross floor
area):
(i) Retail
(CB-65-1989)
(ii) Wholesale (may include accessory retail sales)
Department or variety store, excluding pawnshops
(i) Not exceeding 125,000 square feet of gross floor area so
long as the department or variety store does not contain any food or
beverage component
(CB-64-2012)

31

31

Drug store:
(i) Not exceeding 3,000 square feet of gross floor area
(ii) Within an office building or complex, and not exceeding
25% of the gross floor area, or 2,000 square feet, whichever is less
(CB-65-1989)
(iii) All others

Florist shop
Food Hall
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(CB-70-2020)

P 84

Food or beverage goods preparation on the premises of a food or
beverage store, provided the goods are only sold on the premises and X
at retail

P 84

P 84

P 84

P 84

P 84

PB

PB

PB

PB

PB

Food or beverage goods preparation for wholesale sales:
(i) Not exceeding 1,500 square feet of gross floor area

X

X

P

X

P

X

(ii) Containing 1,501 to 3,000 square feet of gross floor area

X

X

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

(i) Not exceeding 3,000 square feet of gross floor area

X

P

P

PB

SE

P

(ii) Not exceeding 125,000 square feet of gross floor area

X

P

P

X

SE 63 P

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

P 71,

X

SE 80 SE

P

X

(v) All others
(CB-112-1986; CB-65-1989; CB-2-2002; CB-12-2012; CB-99-2012; X
CB-23-2016; CB-25-2018; CB-84-2018; CB-45-2019)

X

P

X

SE

P

Garden supplies store, floricultural or horticultural nursery, which
may include the outdoor display of nursery stock, such as plants,
X
shrubbery, and trees
(CB-65-1989)

P

P

X

P

X

Gift, jewelry, music, souvenir, or other specialty store not
specifically listed
(CB-71-1993)

X

X

P

X

X

P

Hardware store
(CB-65-1989)

X

X

P

X

P

P

X

X

P

X

P

P

(ii) Exceeding 50,000 square feet of gross floor area
(CB-32-1986; CB-77-1998)

X

X

X

X

P

P

Ice vending machine (not exceeding 8 ton capacity)

X

X

X

P

P

X

Lawn mower (sales) store

X

X

P

X

P

X

Market Hall
(CB-7-2020)

X

X

P 84

X

X

X

Monument and headstone sales establishment
(CB-22-2004)

X

X

X

X

P 49

X

Newspaper or magazine shop
(CB-92-2015)

X

P

P

PA

X

P

Nursery and garden center, which may include the outdoor display
X
of nursery stock, such as plants, shrubbery, and trees

P

P

X

P

X

(iii) All others
(CB-37-1992)
Food or beverage store:

(iii) In combination with a department or variety store on the
same or adjacent site, in accordance with Section 27-348.02
(iv) In combination with a gas station, subject to Detailed Site
Plan review in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, unless the gas
station requires special exception approval

74

Household appliance or furniture store:
(i) Not exceeding 50,000 square feet of gross floor area

Outdoor display of merchandise for sale (except as otherwise
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specified) and excluding merchandise displayed on gasoline pump
islands associated with gas stations which is allowed):
(i) Not more than 6 feet from main building (subject to Section
X
27-388)

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

SE

SE

P

X

P 88

X

P

X

P

P

(i) In accordance with Section 27-250.01

X

X

X

X

X

X

(ii) In accordance with Section 27-394.01
(CB-28-1997; CB-22-2010)

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

Pet (sales) shop, provided all animals are confined to the interior
of the building and adequate measures are taken to control noise and
X
odor; may include the sale of pet feed and supplies
(CB-2-1991)

X

P

X

X

P

(ii) More than 6 feet from main buildings(subject to Section 27388)
Paint or wall covering store
(CB-87-2021)
Pawnshop:

Retail shop or store (not listed) similar to one permitted (P) in the:
(i) C-S-C Zone

X

X

P

X

X

X

(ii) C-M Zone

X

X

X

X

P

X

(iii) C-R-C Zone
(CB-65-1989; CB-58-1990)

X

X

X

X

X

P

Retail tobacco business
(CB-15-2017)

X

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Sales from guest rooms and vehicles, in accordance with Section
27-115(a)(2)

X

X

X

X

X

X

(i) Containing less than 3,000 square feet of gross retail space

X

X

P

PB

P

X

(ii) Containing less than 7,000 square feet of gross retail space

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

P

X

SE

X

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

X

P

P

Septic tank sales
(CB-65-1989)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Sporting goods shop, which may include marine equipment and
supplies

X

X

P

P

P

P

Stationery or office supply store which may include the sale of
furniture or business machines

X

X

P

X

P

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

(ii) Including outdoor display, provided it is enclosed by a 6foot high fence (subject to Section 27-388)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Tobacco shop or electronic cigarette shop
(CB-92-2015)

X

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

Seafood market:

(iii) Unrestricted in size
(CB-49-1987)

Swimming pool or spa sales and service:
(i) Excluding outdoor display
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Toy store
(CB-71-1993)

X

X

P

X

P 20

P

Video game or tape store

X

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

P

P

P

X

P

X

Adult day care center

SE

SE

SE

X

P

SE

Assisted living facility, subject to the requirements of Section 27464.04
(CB-72-1996)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery
(CB-23-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Hospital (may include a private spa)

SE

X

SE

X

P

X

Modular classroom as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections
27-260 and 27-261
(CB-106-1989)

P

X

X

X

X

X

Nursing or care home (may include a private spa)

SE

X

SE

X

P

SE

(A) Driving school, automobile only

P

X

P

X

P

X

(B) For artistic instruction (including a studio)

P

X

P

X

P

X

P

X

P

PA

P

P

X

SE

SE

SE

X

Wayside stand:
(i) As a temporary use, subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(ii) All others
(CB-122-1986)
(2) Institutional/Educational:

Day care center for children:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-464.0212
(B) All others
(CB-23-1988)
Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution:
(A) A building containing no more than 7,000 square feet of gross
floor area on a lot or parcel with not more than 1.5 acres for use by
an organization providing benevolent services; any change in
X
occupant or use shall require Detailed Site Plan approval by the
District Council
(B) All others
(CB-8-1998)

School, Private:

(C) Of business or trade, where the business or trade is permitted
(P) in the respective zone

(D) Of business or trade, where the business or trade is permitted
SE
by Special Exception (SE) in the respective zone
(E) Tutoring establishment

P

X

P

X

P

P

(F) Private college or university

P 28

SE

P 28

SE

P 28

SE

(G) Private schools, subject to Section 27-463

P

P

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(H) All others
(CB-40-1988; CB-50-1988; CB-113-1994; CB-93-1996; CB-942000)
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(3) Miscellaneous:
Accessory structures and uses, except as otherwise provided

P

P

P

P

P

P

Adaptive reuse of a surplus public school, when not otherwise
allowed

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise allowed
(CB-58-1987)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

Auction house

X

X

SE

X

P

SE

Buildings and uses, serving public health purposes, on land owned
by Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or
health centers are located, except if otherwise allowed as a Permitted P
(P) use 13
(CB-55-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

Carpentry, cabinet making, or other woodworking shop:
(A) Accessory to an allowed use

X

X

X

P

P

X

(B) All others

X

X

X

X

P

X

(A) Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery 18

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-11-1991)

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Collection of recyclable materials as a temporary use, in accordance
P
with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

X

Commercial recreational development
(CB-35-2000; CB-60-2009)

X

X

X

X

X

X

Consolidated Storage
(CB-147-1986; CB-65-1989; CB-45-1999; CB-29-2000; CB-1252017)

X

X

34,69

X

X 36

X

P

P

P

X

P

X

(B) With outdoor storage of materials, located only in a side or
rear yard; enclosed by a slightly, opaque wall or fence at least 6 feet
high; with no storing of material higher than the fence; but excluding X
the use or outdoor storage of earthmoving or other heavy equipment,
or outdoor storage of machinery

SE 25 X

X

P

X

(C) Including the fabrication (only within a wholly enclosed
building) of plumbing, air conditioning, heating, carpentry and
lighting (and the like) parts for installation off the site
(CB-110-1994; CB-46-1995)

X

X

X

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Cemetery or crematory:

P

Contractor's office (general) as a permanent use, including the
businesses of siding, flooring, roofing, plumbing, air conditioning,
heating, painting, carpentry, electrical work, landscaping and the
like, with buildings, and uses accessory to the business (as well as
the office) use:
(A) With no outdoor storage of materials or equipment

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities), Construction
yard or shed, or storage building (in Connection with a construction
project) as a Temporary use:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
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(B) All others

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

Hardware fabrication and manufacturing of products from material
produced elsewhere 26
(CB-39-1996)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Mobile home, with use for which amusement taxes collected 2

P

P

P

X

P

X

Qualified data center in accordance with Section 27-464.10
(CB-1-2021)

P

X

P

X

X

X

Recycling collection center as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

(A) Rental of motor vehicles or camping trailers(in the C-M Zone
X
subject to the requirements of Section 27-417)

X

SE

X

P

SE

X

X

SE

P

P

X

(C) Rental of any other merchandise allowed to be sold in the
respective zone

X

X

P

PA

P

X

Sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill 45
(CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-65-1989; CB-24-1991; CB-100-2017)

P

P

P 67

P

P

P

Sign shop

X

X

P 54

PA

P

X

Stationery or office supply corporate headquarters including office,
showroom, and distribution (no retail sales) also including office
furniture as an accessory use, within an office building complex of at SE
least twenty acres
(CB-116-1986)

X

X

X

X

X

Storage, wholly enclosed, accessory to an allowed use

P

P

P

P

P

P

Temporary shelter for commercial display, sale, or service use
permitted (P) in the respective zones, as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

X

X

P

P

P

P

Trash removal services
(CB-17-2002)

X

X

X

X

P 39

X

X

X

X

X

PA
and

X

Recycling collection center, paper only (limited to collection,
storage, and shipping):
(A) On a lot contiguous to a railroad siding and not abutting land
in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design
Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan), subject to Section 27-391(a)(2)
and (3)
(B) All others
Rental business:

(B) Rental of boats

Sign, in accordance with Part 12:
(A) Outdoor advertising (billboard)

Wholesaling, distribution, and related storage:
(A) Incidental to any use allowed and in an office building, but
limited to a floor area ratio of 0.1
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PB
(B) Of materials (products) not used or produced on the premises
X
(CB-61-1995; CB-5-2004)

X

P 48

X

P 14

X

Wholesaling of products incidental to the retail sales of the products
X
on the premises

X

PA

PA

PA

PA

(4) Public/Quasi Public:
Ambulance service, private

X

X

X

X

P

X

Community building, except as otherwise provided

SE

P

P

P

P

P

Library, private

P

P

P

P

P

P

Post Office

P

P

P

P

P

P

Public building and use, except as otherwise prohibited

P

P

P

P

P

P

Sanitary landfill or rubble fill 17
(CB-15-1990)

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or station 1
(CB-70-2008)

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X 58

X

X 58

X

(A) Not exceeding 2,500 square feet of gross floor area, with
adult supervision on the premises during all hours of operation;
provided the use is located either within a wholly enclosed shopping X
mall, or within the main group of stores of an integrated shopping
center having a minimum gross floor area of 150,000 square feet

X

P

X

SE

SE

(5) Recreational/Entertainment/Social/Cultural:
Adult Entertainment
(CB-46-2010; CB-56-2011)
Amusement arcade:

(B) All others

X

X

SE

SE

SE

X

Amusement Center
(CB-35-1994)

X

X

P

X

P

X

(A) Within a wholly enclosed shopping mall

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

(B) All others

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Archery or baseball batting range

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Arena or stadium (which may include a private spa)

X

X

X

X

SE

X

(A) With no seating or nonpermanent bleacher-type seating for
not more than 100 spectators

P

P

P

X

P

X

(B) With permanent bleacher-type seating for more than 100
spectators

SE

SE

SE

X

P

X

Auditorium

X

X

P 56

X

P 56

X

Beach

X

X

P

P

P

X

Billiard or pool parlor

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Boat ramp

X

X

P

P

P

X

Amusement park:

Athletic field:

Bowling alley:
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(A) On a parcel of at least 10 acres, provided all structures are
X
located at least 200 feet from any Residential Zone (or land proposed
to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C
Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan)

X

P

X

P

X

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Carnival, circus, fair or similar use, not exceeding seventeen (17)
days duration and located at least 250 feet from any dwelling, as a
temporary use in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

X

P

X

Club or lodge (private) except as otherwise provided

SE

X

P

SE

P

X

Employees' recreational facilities (private, nonprofit) accessory to an
P
allowed use

P

P

X

P

X

Fishing pier

X

X

P

P

P

X

Go-cart track

X

X

X

X

SE

X

(A) Accessory to a commercial use

P

X

P

P

P

X

(B) All others

SE

X

SE

P

P

X

Golf driving range

SE

X

SE

P

P

X

Marina
(CB-72-1987)

X

X

SE

SE

SE

X

Miniature golf course

SE

X

P

P

P

X

Museum, aquarium, art gallery, cultural center, or similar facility

P

X

P

P

P

P

Park or playground

P

P

P

P

P

P

Performance arts center, in accordance with Section 27-464.05
(CB-12-2001

SP

X

SP

X

SP

X

Race track

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Recreational campground (in the C-M Zone subject to paragraphs (1)
X
thru (7) of Section 27-400(a))

X

X

SE

P

X

X

X

SE

SE

SE

X

(B) All others
(CB-72-1998)

X

X

SE

SE

P

X

Reducing/exercise salon or health club

X

X

P

X

P

X

Riding stable

X

X

X

X

P

X

(A) Indoor

X

X

SE

X

P

X

(B) Outdoor

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Skating rink

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Spa (community)

P

P

P

P

P

X

Spa (private), accessory to an allowed dwelling unit

P

P

P

P

P

X

(B) All others

Golf course or country club:

Recreational or entertainment establishment of a commercial nature,
if not otherwise specified:
(A) Abutting residential property or land residentially zoned

Rifle, pistol, or skeet shooting range:

Spa (public):
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(A) Accessory to a hotel or motel

X

X

P

SE 7 P

X

(B) Accessory to a reducing/exercise salon or health club

X

X

P

X

P

X

(C) Accessory to a commercial swimming pool

X

X

P

P

P

X

(D) Accessory to a recreational campground

X

X

X

SE 8 P

X

(E) Accessory to a summer camp

X

X

X

P

P

X

(F) Unrestricted

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

(A) Accessory to a hotel or motel
(CB-9-2004)

P

X

P

SE 7 P

X

(B) Accessory to a recreational campground

X

X

X

SE 8 P

X

(C) Community

P

P

P

P

P

X

(D) Indoor

X

X

P

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

(A) Indoor (within a permanent wholly enclosed building)

P

X

P

X

P

X

(B) Outdoor

P

P

P

P

P

X

(C) With a temporary removable cover (bubble)

SE

SE

P

P

P

X

(A) Indoor

SE

X

P

X

P

P

(B) Outdoor (including drive-in)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

SE

X

Apartment housing for the elderly or physically handicapped
(CB-45-2019)

X

X

SE 81 X

X

X

Artists' residential studios, in accordance with Section 27-464.05
(CB-12-2001)

SP

X

SP

X

SP

X

Conversion of an Office Building to Multifamily
(CB-74-2014)

X

X

P

X

X

X

Country inn

X

X

P

SE

P

X

Dwelling, Multifamily
(CB-75-2003; CB-28-2004; CB-4-2017; CB-69-2017; CB-92-2018;
CB-45-2019; CB-49-2021; CB-89-2021)

P 46,

66, 75,
82

X

X

X

Summer camp
Swimming pool:

(E) Private, accessory to an allowed one-family detached
dwelling
(F) All others
Tennis, basketball, handball, or similar court:

Theatre:

Zoo, not publicly owned
(6) Residential/Lodging:

P 50,

65, 87,
89

X

Dwelling, provided that it was legally erected prior to the date upon
which the property was classified in a Commercial Zone, or was
legally erected in a Commercial Zone under prior regulations

P

P

P

P

P

X

Dwelling, Quadruple-attached
(CB-69-2017)

X

X

P 66

X

X

X

Dwelling, two-family attached

X

X

X

X

P 70

X
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(CB-102-2017)
Dwelling unit within a building containing commercial uses:
(A) Not exceeding 3 units per building, to be located above the
ground floor, except where otherwise allowed

P

P

P

P

P

X

(B) Not exceeding 3 units per building, with 1 unit at ground level
X
for a resident manager, caretaker, or night watchman (and family)

X

X

P

P

X

(C) In a building containing 4 or more stories, provided the units
are located above the third story
(CB-97-2005)

SE

X

SE 53 X

SE

X

P 22

X

P 22

SE

P 22

P 22

(B) Including any use allowed in the C-S-C Zone (but not
generally allowed in the C-M Zone, excluding those permitted by
Special Exception), when located within a hotel, provided the uses
shall not be located above the ground floor; not more than fifteen
X
(15) percent of the gross floor area of the building shall be devoted to
the uses; and not more than 3,000 square feet shall be allotted to any
one use

X

X

X

PA

X

(C) Hotel or Motel uses on property that:
(1) has a land area of not more than two (2) acres;
(2) is located within one (1) mile of the platform of an
existing transit station;
(3) has no Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a
Commercial Nature uses associated with the site; and
X
(4) is located within 1,000 feet of land used for installation
and operation of high-voltage equipment at substations existing on
June 1, 2017, for purposes of electrical generation, transmission, and
distribution in connection with providing public utility service in the
County by a regulated public utility.
(CB-105-1985; CB-58-1990; CB-49-2016; CB-28-2017)

X

X

X

X

X

Multifamily Project
(CB-60-2015)

X

X

P 61

X

X

X

Multifamily retirement community
(CB-85-2003)

P 47

X

X

X

X

X

Planned retirement community
(CB-22-2002)

P 41

X

X

X

X

X

Tourist cabin camp

X

X

X

SE

SE

X

Tourist Home

X

X

P

X

P

X

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in
accordance with Section 27-464.09 (effective 10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

P

P

75, 83,
85

X

P 70

X

X

X

X

X

Hotel or motel:
(A) Hotel or motel in general

Townhouse
(CB-80-2013; CB-4-2017; CB-69-2017; CB-102-2017; CB-1222017; CB-92-2018; CB-45-2019; CB-14-2021; CB-8-2021)

P 59,
65, 75,
86

X

P

X

P 68,

Transitional Shelter for the Homeless:
(A) Operated in conjunction with an adjacent eleemosynary
institution; and containing 8 or fewer residential units
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(B) All others
(CB-62-1991)

X

X

X

X

X

X

Two Family Dwelling Units
(CB-4-2017; CB-92-2018)

P 65,

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

(i) on lots 20,000 square feet or more

P

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) on lots under 20,000 square feet

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

X

X

X

P 77,

P 77, P 77, P 77, P 77, P 77,

75

(7) Resource Production/Recovery:
Agricultural use
(A) Other than animal or poultry raising
(B) Animal or poultry raising (other than customary household
pets)

(iii) on lots under 20,000 square feet adjoining occupied
residentially-zoned property 38
(CB-71-2001)
(C) Urban Farm Uses
(CB-14-2019)

78, 79 78, 79 78, 79 78, 79 78, 79 78, 79

(i) Rooftop urban farm uses, provided that the use meets certain
structural requirements set by DPIE and approved by the Council
P
(CB-14-2019)

P

P

P

P

P

Sand and gravel wet-processing

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

Surface mining

SE

SE

SE

X

SE

X

SE

X

SE

X

SE

X

Antennas and related equipment buildings and enclosures, other than
satellite dish antennas, in accordance with Section 27-464.03
P
(CB-65-2000)

P 30

P

P

P

P

Broadcasting studio (without tower)

P

X

P

X

P

X

Bus station or terminal

X

X

SE

X

P

X

Monopoles and related equipment buildings and enclosures, in
accordance with Section 27-464.03
(CB-65-2000)

P

P 30

P

P

P

P

Moving and Storage Operation
(CB-2-2016)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Parking garage, commercial

P

X

P

X

P

P

Parking garage or lot or loading area, used in accordance with Part
11

P

P

P

P

P

P

(A) With shuttle service to Metro and within two (2) miles of a
Metro station

SE

SE

P

X

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-14-2003)

SE 44 X

SE

X

P

X

Parking of mobile home, except as otherwise specified

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of a mobile home in a public right-of-way 4

X

X

X

X

X

X

(8) Transportation/Parking/Communications/Utilities:
Airport, airpark, airfield, airstrip, heliport, helistop

Parking lot, commercial:
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Parking of vehicles accessory to an allowed use

P

P

P

P

P

P

(A) Underground pipelines, electric power facilities or equipment,
or telephone facilities or equipment; and railroad tracks or passenger P
stations, but not railroad yards

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Other public utility uses or structures (including major
transmission and distribution lines and structures, but excluding
towers and poles not otherwise permitted, railroad yards,
roundhouses, car barns, and freight stations)
(CB-25-1987; CB-61-1988; CB-8-1990; CB-123-1994; CB-1021997; CB-65-2000)

SE

SE

P

SE

P

P

(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) More than 10 feet in diameter to serve only 1 dwelling

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

P

P

P

P

P

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled or not
currently licensed, except where specifically allowed 6
(CB-4-1987)

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Without cab storage, repair, or servicing

P

X

P

X

P

X

(B) With cab storage

X

X

SE

X

P

X

(C) With cab repair or servicing within a wholly enclosed
building
(CB-50-1987)

X

X

X

X

P

X

Taxicab stand

P

P

P

P

P

P

Telegraph or messenger service

P

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Freestanding for commercial purposes, not exceeding 100 feet
P
above ground level

X

P

P

P

P

(C) Attached to a roof for commercial purposes, not exceeding 40 23
P
feet above the height of the building

X

P 23

P 23

P 23

P 23

(D) All others
(CB-8-1990; CB-41-1994; CB-123-1994; CB-65-2000)

X

SE

SE

SE

SE

Public utility uses or structures:

Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-451.01:

Taxicab dispatching station:

Towers or poles (electronic, public utility when not otherwise
permitted, radio, or television, transmitting or receiving):
(A) Nonprofit, noncommercial purposes, with no height
restrictions

1

SE

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
(C) Occupied by a station that was in use immediately prior to July 1, 1982.
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The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
2

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres;
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies or collects an amusement tax;
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by or reasonably connected with the other use; and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year, except mobile homes used in connection with pari-mutuel racetracks
when the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

3

Provided:
(A) The service shall be limited to supplying gasoline, oil, water, tire pressure, and washing;
(B) Only automobiles parking in the parking garage may be served;
(C) No signs visible from outside the structure shall indicate the presence of the service facilities; and
(D) The garage shall be wholly enclosed.

4

Except in an emergency. In this case, the parking shall be subject to the traffic and parking regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

5

Reserved.

6

This shall not apply to:
(A) Storage accessory (and related) to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle stored in a wholly enclosed garage.

7

Approval as an accessory use with approval of the Special Exception for the hotel or motel.
(CB-28-1985)

8

Approval as an accessory use with approval of the Special Exception for the recreational campground.
(CB-28-1985)

9

Provided:
(A) The minimum seating capacity is one hundred fifty (150);
(B) More than fifty percent (50%) of its revenue is derived from the sale of food;
(C) The operation is limited to the sale of food and beverages for consumption on the premises;
(D) Customer service is at table side. No counter service and no cafeteria-style service is provided; and
(E) The restaurant is not open to the public before 11:00 A.M.
(CB-104-1985)
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10

The requirement for at least 6 businesses and a 50,000 square feet minimum gross floor area does not
apply to a fast-food restaurant which is legally existing or which is subsequently constructed pursuant to a
building permit filed prior to May 6, 1986.
(CB-29-1986)

11

This does not provide for accessory antennas or overhead distribution lines.
(CB-25-1987)

12

In a publicly-owned recreational facility, a school, a church, or a public building, a day care center shall
only be permitted as an accessory use. A church must provide its tax-exempt identification number when
applying for a Detailed Site Plan or a building or use and occupancy permit for an accessory day care
center for children.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988; CB-44-1989)

13

Provided the health center is located on a minimum of twenty-five (25) acres.
(CB-55-1988)

14

Provided it is an adaptive reuse of existing space, such space having been previously utilized for bulk
retailing, and only where the property on which the use is located abuts land in the I-3 Zone.
(CB-61-1988; CB-81-1993; CB-123-1994; CB-61-1995)

15

May include an accessory crematory.
(CB-2-1989)

16

Delivery service is permitted provided an additional parking space, over and above the required number
of parking spaces, is provided for each vehicle used for delivery. No more than six (6) vehicles shall be
permitted for the delivery service.
(CB-126-1989)

17

A sanitary landfill or rubble fill may include a rock crusher only if it is approved as part of the Special
Exception.
(CB-15-1990)

18

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)

19

For:
(A) The relocation of such uses, provided the last site on which the use was located was in the I-1 Zone,
not more than three (3) miles from the subject property, is currently used by a public entity for a mass
transit facility, and was acquired prior to June 1, 1993; or
(B) A property of 15,000 to 20,000 square feet, formerly the site of a full-service gas station, abutting on
at least one side property in the C-S-C Zone, limited to repair of vehicles with a maximum gross vehicle
weight of 17,000 pounds.
(CB-50-1993; CB-68-1999; CB-90-2000)

20

Provided the use is on a parcel or contiguous parcels of land in the C-M Zone, the gross tract area of
which is a minimum of fifty (50) acres, which is contiguous to an existing street right-of-way at least one
hundred twenty (120) feet wide, and of which no more than thirty-five percent (35%) is occupied by the
uses subject to this requirement. The entire tract of land in the C-M Zone shall require Detailed Site Plan
approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. Each use subject to these requirements
shall consist of at least twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet of gross floor area, and uses consisting
of less than fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of gross floor area are permitted only if there is one
existing retail use consisting of more than one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet of gross floor area
for every two (2) retail uses consisting of less than fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of gross floor area.
Clothing, dry goods, millinery, and shoe stores shall be permitted by Special Exception in all other cases.
For the purposes of this footnote, the word "contiguous" shall include parcels that are separated only by a
right-of-way. However, a department or variety store consisting of no more than fifteen thousand (15,000)
square feet of gross floor area shall be permitted upon a parcel or contiguous parcels of land in the C-M
Zone, the gross tract area of which is no more than three (3) acres, and which is contiguous to an existing
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street right-of-way at least one hundred twenty (120) feet wide, subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-71-1993; CB-70-1998)

21

If the use has a valid use and occupancy permit as of September 30, 1993, and a sight-tight fence or wall
at least six (6) feet in height is erected along the perimeter of all abutting residential property as of
December 31, 1993, the use shall be permitted by right. Change in ownership of the use shall not affect
the conforming use status.
(CB-89-1993)

22

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, if the use is
abutting land in a residential zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved
Basic Plan, approved Official Plan, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-90-1993)

23

Provided the building to which it is attached is at least fifty (50) feet in height. Otherwise, a Special
Exception is required.
(CB-41-1994)

24

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. Any fastfood restaurant operating pursuant to an approved Special Exception as of the effective date of CB-492005 shall remain valid, be considered a legal use, and shall not be deemed a nonconforming use. Such
fast-food restaurants and their underlying special exceptions may be modified pursuant to the existing
provisions relating to revisions or amendments to special exceptions generally and fast-food restaurants
specifically as they exist in the Zoning Ordinance. The requirement for Detailed Site Plan approval does
not apply to eating or drinking establishments within, and sharing the same points of vehicular access as,
an integrated shopping center having six individual businesses (including the fast-food restaurant) and a
minimum 50,000 square foot gross floor area.
(CB-120-1994; CB-19-2010; CB-46-2010; CB-56-2011)

25

Provided the property abuts property in a commercial zone, a residential zone in common ownership with
the subject property, or a transportation facility right-of-way.
(CB-46-1995)

26

Provided the property on which the use is located is under single ownership which includes the I-1 and CM zones, where the uses on the C-M zoned portion are an expansion of the currently existing uses on the
I-1 zoned portion of the property.
(CB-39-1996)

27

Provided the property on which the use is located is abutting an existing vehicle storage yard with a valid
use and occupancy permit.
(CB-80-1996)

28

If not conducted in an existing office building, a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-93-1996)

29

Reserved.

30

Except when located on a tract of land which is less than 1.5 acres in size and surrounded on all sides by
land in any residential zone in order to ensure safety on contiguous parcels and to minimize negative
aesthetic impact on neighboring areas. A maximum of one (1) monopole and antennas for four (4) carriers
are permitted. For any use for which the original permit was applied for prior to November 25, 1997, and
legally issued, telecommunications-related equipment may be moved inside an existing structure without
obtaining a special exception for the alteration of a nonconforming use.
(CB-102-1997; CB-38-1998; CB-29-2003)

31

Provided:
(A) The store shall be no less than 10,000 square feet nor more than 15,000 square feet;
(B) The use involves the demolition and redevelopment of a commercial use that has been vacant for a
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minimum of five years; and
(C) The site contains a minimum of three (3) acres and is adjacent to, or across from, an enclosed mall of
at least 500,000 square feet.
(CB-4-1999)

32

If located outside a Revitalization Tax Credit Area in a commercial center with less than thirty (30) acres,
a bulk retailing store may not have gross floor area greater than 50,000 square feet. But if the store was in
use and had necessary permits issued on or before September 1, 1998, then the restriction in this note does
not apply and the store is not subject to nonconforming use requirements in Part 3, Division 6, unless the
store discontinues bulk retailing operations for 180 or more consecutive calendar days. In this note, a
commercial center is one or more contiguous, commercially-zoned lots separated from other
commercially-zoned lots by public streets or rights-of-way.
(CB-25-1999)

33

Provided the use does not exceed 5,000 square feet.
(CB-34-1999)

34

Limited to the adaptive re-use of vacant or partially vacant property in former or existing shopping
centers which are limited in their ability to modify or expand. The C-S-C parcels in the shopping center
shall:
(A) Lie adjacent to federal government property;
(B) Include not less than 10 or more than 15 acres;
(C) Be confined by road networks which limit access changes to the parcels; and
(D) Lie contiguous to and below the grade of a multilane limited-access highway.
All such consolidated storage units shall meet the requirements of Sections 27-375(a)(5), (6) and (7), and
27-281 through 27-290.
(CB-45-1999)

35

Reserved.

36

Special Exception applications filed prior to January 1, 2000, may continue through the review and
hearing procedures in Part 4. Uses which are approved may continue in effect, may be revised or amended
under procedures in Part 4, and shall not be considered nonconforming. The maximum height of
structures not approved by January 1, 2000, shall be thirty-six (36) feet.
(CB-29-2000)

37

Except for new vehicle sales lots, the use shall be located on a tract of land containing a minimum of
25,000 square feet. All such uses on property less than 25,000 square feet in existence on September 1,
2000, may not be certified as nonconforming uses and must cease operations on or before August 31,
2003.
(CB-87-2000)

38

All such uses in existence on September 1, 2001, may not be certified as nonconforming uses and must
cease operations, with removal of all animal or poultry facilities, by February 1, 2002.
(CB-71-2001)

39

(A) The subject C-M Zone property shall have at least seventy-five (75) feet of frontage on a street shown
on the Master Plan as a collector or higher classification, be at least twenty-five thousand (25,000) square
feet in area, and be the subject of a use and occupancy permit for commercial vehicle storage issued prior
to January 1, 1990.
(B) In addition, the use may be placed on a C-M Zone property contiguous to property meeting the
requirements in paragraph (A), but only if both properties are in the same ownership and the paragraph
(A) property has a valid use and occupancy permit for trash removal services.
(CB-17-2002)

40

Permits for a store approved before January 15, 2002, without a special exception may continue in effect
and be revised or amended, and such a store shall not be considered a nonconforming use. No permits for
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new food or beverage operations in such a store may be approved without a Special Exception.
(CB-2-2002)
41

Provided:
(A) The property in the C-O Zone is within a Special Taxing District and adjoins or lies across a public
right-of-way from land in the R-H Zone with an existing planned retirement community.
(B) The Planning Board approves a Detailed Site Plan, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, and makes
the following findings:
(1) The site plan meets all Special Exception requirements in Section 27-395; and
(2) The proposed project will serve, in a high quality, well-designed retirement community, the
needs of a retirement-aged population while not adversely affecting the character of the surrounding
neighborhood.
(CB-22-2002)

42

Provided the use is an expansion of an existing vehicle sales lot onto surplus land owned by a State
agency, but is not in use as a street or right-of-way. The subsequent conveyance of the State land shall not
result in the use becoming nonconforming.
(CB-29-2002)

43

All such uses with permits validly issued or applied for as of July 1, 2002, including those on properties
rezoned from C-S-C to M-U-I, are deemed permitted uses, are not nonconforming, and may be altered,
enlarged, or extended.
(CB-55-2002)

44

Permitted use without requirement for a Special Exception provided:
(A) The property is located within one thousand (1,000) feet of an existing mass transit rail station
operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and within the boundaries of
a TDOZ approved prior to 1990;
(B) Permits may not be issued for the commercial parking lot until the Planning Board approves a
Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(C) The Planning Board shall find that the site plan meets the requirements of any applicable TDOZ
Development Plan; and
(D) All commercial parking lot operations on the property shall cease by September 1, 2008.
(CB-14-2003)

45

A Class 3 fill in existence as of October 7, 2003 that is operating pursuant to any validly issued grading
permit, and is not in violation, shall be permitted to continue in operation as a matter of right, but is
limited to the fill area established by any previously issued grading permit, not to exceed two renewals of
the permit. Those fill operations that are in violation on October 7, 2003 have until December 31, 2003 to
comply, or their permit is void.
(CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

46

Multifamily condominium or rental units are permitted provided:
(A) The use is located on one or more lots of less than twelve (12) acres in size;
(B) The property is located within a Center or a Corridor designated by the General Plan;
(C) The adjoining properties are developed with institutional, commercial office, and residential uses;
(D) Development of the site is subject to the regulations of the R-18 Zone for this use; and
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. The site
plan shall include architectural review in order to ensure compatibility with the existing neighborhood.
(CB-75-2003; CB-69-2004)

47

Provided:
(A) The community is located on a minimum of five (5) acres and a maximum of eleven (11) acres;
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(B) The property is located within a Center or a Corridor designated by the General Plan;
(C) The property upon which the community is located shall be located adjacent to property, also zoned
C-O, which includes medical offices, an assisted living facility, adult day care center, and/or other facility
designed for senior citizens, but in no event shall the use be deemed nonconforming if the adjacent C-O
property is no longer occupied by one of the aforementioned uses;
(D) Each multifamily building shall consist of at least three (3) stories, and shall be served by an
elevator;
(E) The community shall include a clubhouse consisting of at least five thousand (5,000) square feet;
(F) At least one (1) resident of each household shall be at least fifty-five (55) years old and no permanent
resident of the retirement community shall be under eighteen (18) years old;
(G) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle;
(H) Covenants setting forth the minimum age of the residents shall be submitted with the Detailed Site
Plan application. The covenants shall run to the benefit of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission; and
(I) Development of the community is subject to the regulations of the R-18C Zone for multifamily
dwellings.
(CB-85-2003)
48

Provided:
(A) The use is an adaptive reuse of a furniture warehouse store, which has or had a valid use and
occupancy permit prior to January 1, 2004, and is in an existing shopping center that is located on a
parcel(s) containing not less than five (5) or more than eleven (11) acres;
(B) The use is located in a building of at least sixty-five thousand (65,000) square feet and was
constructed after 1980 with a minimum of 16-foot ceilings; and
(C) A Detailed Site Plan must be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. The
site plan should address, but not be limited to, ingress and egress, truck traffic and parking on the site, and
screening for any on-site truck storage.
(CB-5-2004)

49

Provided the use is located on a lot or parcel with not more than one-half (1/2) acre and is located within
one-half (1/2) mile of an existing cemetery.
(CB-22-2004)

50

Multifamily condominium units are permitted provided:
(A) The multifamily dwellings shall be located on a parcel(s) containing at least six (6) acres;
(B) The property is contiguous to an existing mass transit rail station operated by Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA);
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(D) Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and
other requirements of the C-S-C Zone shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan;
(E) Density regulations shall be in accordance with the R-10 Zone for multifamily dwellings;
(F) The Detailed Site Plan shall include architectural review in order to ensure high quality design and
construction materials; and
(G) Covenants setting forth that appropriate condominium fees are necessary to provide adequate
maintenance of required landscaping to ensure the aesthetics of the property shall be submitted with the
Detailed Site Plan application. The covenants shall run to the benefit of the local citizens' association.
(CB-28-2004; CB-29-2020)

51

Reserved.
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This limitation shall not apply to property which is located within the Developed Tier for which any
portion of same:
(A) Has an approved Preliminary Plan of subdivision for property which is or was at the time of
subdivision split-zoned I-3 and R-R, and is located on and inside the Capital Beltway at an existing
interchange with said Beltway, or
(B) Is or was the subject of a Preliminary Plan of subdivision or Detailed Site Plan for an integrated
shopping center developed pursuant to CB-65-2003; or
(C) Is the subject of a building permit issued for said use prior to September 1, 2005 pursuant to CB-652003. All such uses on property meeting the above criteria shall be deemed permitted uses and shall not
be considered nonconforming.
(CB-19-2005; CB-13-2012)

53

Condominium residential dwellings may be permitted in the C-S-C Zone within the Developed Tier on
property that is the location of an existing hotel, if located along the Capital Beltway and within one (1)
mile of a WMATA station, subject to an approved Detailed Site Plan as provided in Part 3, Division 9.
The use is permitted only if:
(A) The units are part of a mixed-use development of commercial and retail/commercial;
(B) The minimum percentage of any single use is ten percent (10%) for either residential, commercial, or
retail of the gross square footage of floor area; and
(C) The density, bulk, height, and other regulations are as required for townhouses in the R-T Zone and
for multi-family units in the R-18 Zone.
(CB-97-2005)

54

Provided:
(A) The use does not exceed 3,000 square feet of gross floor area;
(B) Outdoor storage and outdoor fabrication of signs are prohibited;
(C) The occupant of the premises shall be allowed to park no more than two (2) commercial vehicles
each of which does not exceed a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight of 8,500 pounds; and
(D) The use employs digital, graphic design, or other technological equipment to produce the signage.
(CB-14-2008)

55

Businesses with a valid state license for check cashing issued prior to September 1, 2009 may continue as
a matter of right and shall not be deemed nonconforming, regardless of a change in tenancy or ownership
of the check cashing business.
(CB-23-2009; CB-106-2012)

56

Businesses with a valid use and occupancy permit issued prior to May 1, 2010, may continue as a matter
of right and shall not be deemed nonconforming if the use does not include any form of adult
entertainment.
(CB-46-2010)

57

Any private automobile and other vehicle auction operating in the C-M Zone prior to January 1, 2011,
shall not be certified as a nonconforming use and shall meet the requirements of Section 27-464.06 (c),
(d) and (f). If the use is not brought into conformance within the prescribed two-year time period, the
property owner shall cease all auction operations on the property.
(CB-59-2010)

58

Any existing establishment in the C-S-C Zone or C-M Zone with a valid use and occupancy permit for an
auditorium, private club or lodge that included activity that meets the definition of "adult entertainment"
may continue upon approval of a Special Exception. Applications for adult entertainment must be filed
and accepted by June 1, 2012. The hours of operation shall be limited to 5:00 P.M. to 3:00 A.M.
(CB-56-2011)

59

Provided:
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(A) The townhouses shall be located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than twelve (12) acres in size;
(B) The property is located within a Center or a Corridor as designated by the 2002 General Plan;
(C) The adjacent properties are developed with institutional, commercial office, and multi-family
residential uses;
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(E) Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards,
building height, distance between unattached townhouses, density, accessory buildings and other
requirements of the C-O or R-T Zones shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan; and
(F) The Detailed Site Plan shall include architectural review in order to ensure compatibility with the
existing neighborhood.
(CB-80-2013)
60

A special exception shall not be required and shall be a permitted use for:
(A) Existing shopping centers in the C-S-C Zone. The C-S-C parcels in the shopping center shall:
(1) Have an approved Preliminary Plan of Subdivision for property which is located inside the Capital
Beltway (I-495) and within 1/2 mile of an existing interchange with the Capital Beltway (I-495); and
(2) Is or was the subject of a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision or Detailed Site Plan for an integrated
shopping center developed pursuant to CB-65-2003.
(B) A parcel of four (4) acres or less in size that is adjacent to two (2) existing vehicle, mobile home, or
camping trailer sales lots or a car wash or vehicle repair use operated in conjunction with a vehicle,
mobile home, or camping trailer sales lot. Development regulations contained in an approved sector plan
and sectional map amendment Development District Overlay Zone shall not be applicable. Development
shall be subject to the Landscape Manual, parking and loading requirements of Part 11, and regulations
for building setbacks in accordance with Part 6, Division 4 (Regulations).
(CB-25-2015; CB-29-2016)

61

Permitted use subject to a detailed site plan approval process, provided the property is within a MixedUse Activity Center designated within the applicable Master Plan for the area of the subject property
approved prior to March 1, 2006.
(CB-60-2015)

62

Subject to conformance with Section 27-464.08 of this Subtitle.
(CB-5-2016)

63

A special exception shall not be required and the use shall be permitted provided:
(A) The property is or was the subject of a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision approved after January 1,
2012;
(B) The gross floor area of the building does not exceed 85,000 square feet;
(C) The site has frontage on a roadway with a transportation functional classification as an arterial or
higher on the applicable Master Plan; and
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-23-2016)

64

A special exception shall not be required for an eating or drinking establishment with a gross floor area of
at least 2,500 square feet in size, has a valid Dance Hall license issued before July 1, 2016, and has a valid
Class BLX license issued by the Board of License Commissioners for Prince George's County pursuant to
Title 26, Alcoholic Beverages Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and shall be a permitted use, subject
to conformance with the hours of operation established pursuant to the Class BLX license issued for the
use.
(CB-60-2016)

65

Provided:
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(A) The residential component of Townhouses, Two Family Dwelling Units and Multi-family dwelling
units shall be located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than forty (40) acres in size;
(B) The property is located at the intersection between: a roadway with a functional transportation
classification of arterial; an expressway; and the Capital Beltway (I-495);
(C) A boundary of the property is located within three-quarters (3/4) of a mile from a metro station, and
does not include property within the boundaries of a sector plan originally approved after January 1,
2013;
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(E) Regulations concerning lot size, coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and other requirements
applicable to multifamily, two-family and townhouse dwellings shall not apply. These dimensional (bulk)
requirements shall be those approved by the Planning Board (or District Council after review) in the
Detailed Site Plan. However, those standards shall include a minimum lot size of 1,200 square feet;
(F) The Detailed Site Plan shall include an architectural review in order to ensure the compatibility of the
development with the existing neighborhood. Bike and pedestrian connections to mass transit stations,
roadways, parks, and other public facilities, as established by Section 24-124.01 of this Code, shall be
evaluated as part of the detailed site plan review and approval; and
(G) The site plan shall include a community facility of two (2) floors with separate access for each floor.
The Detailed Site Plan may include any additional standards or requirements for inclusion at the time by
the Prince George's County Planning Board or District Council.
(CB-4-2017; CB-29-2020)
66

Provided:
(A) The dwelling units are located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than eight (8) acres in size;
(B) The property is located adjacent to a property in a Residential Zone;
(C) The property is located adjacent to an existing park facility;
(D) The property is located within one-half (1/2) mile of an existing Public School;
(E) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(F) Regulations concerning lot size, net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width, yards, building
height, density, accessory buildings, and other regulations applicable to development in the C-S-C Zone
shall not apply. Instead, the Detailed Site Plan as approved shall set forth all the regulations to be
followed, except the density shall not exceed the density permitted in the R-18 Zone; and
(G) The Detailed Site Plan shall be subject to the Prince George's County Landscape Manual and shall
include architectural review in order to ensure high quality design and constructions materials.
(CB-69-2017; CB-29-2020)

67

Notwithstanding the requirements of Part 12 of this Subtitle, a property is permitted to have two (2) pole
mounted freestanding signs with each sign having a maximum height of fifty (50) feet and a maximum
sign area of four hundred (400) square feet; and one (1) monument sign having a maximum height of ten
(10) feet and a maximum sign area of one hundred and fifty (150) square feet, provided the site:
(A) consists of at least ten (10) acres;
(B) is located within an Enterprise Zone;
(C) is adjacent to two (2) roadways with a classification of arterial or higher;
(D) contains an Integrated Shopping Center with a minimum of 100,000 square feet of total floor area
which was originally constructed prior to January 1, 1985;
(E) contains at least one (1) tenant with a minimum of 20,000 square feet of floor area; and
(F) is not located within a half-mile radius from a planned or constructed Purple Line Light Rail Station.
(CB-100-2017)
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Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, townhouses are a permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcels(s) that is less than sixteen (16) acres in size and adjoins land
zoned R-R;
(B) The property is the subject of an approved development application for a gas station; and
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall include adjoining property located in the R-R Zone and be approved in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage,
frontage, setbacks, density, landscaping and other requirements of the C-S-C Zone shall not apply. These
dimensional (bulk) requirements shall be approved in accordance with such requirements applicable to a
Regional Urban Community in the M-X-T Zone set forth in Section 27-544(f)(2)(E) and (G) of this
Subtitle, by the Planning Board (or District Council after review) in the Detailed Site Plan. The Detailed
Site Plan shall include architectural review to ensure high quality design and construction materials
compatible with the surrounding area.
(CB-122-2017; CB-75-2018)

69

Provided:
(A) the use is located on property within the Accident Potential Zone 1 or Accident Potential Zone 2 of
the M-I-O (Military Installation Overlay) Zone; and
(B) the use is subject to a Detailed Site Plan approval process in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of
this Subtitle.
(CB-125-2017)

70

Provided:
(A) The residential units shall be located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of more than ten (10) acres but less than
twelve (12) acres in size;
(B) The property is adjacent to a CSX Railroad right-of-way;
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(D) Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot/width frontage, yards,
building height, distance between groups of townhouses, density, accessory buildings and other
requirements of the R-T Zone shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and shown on
the Detailed Site Plan; and
(E) The Detailed Site Plan shall include architectural review including exterior finish materials, window
fenestration or end walls, and exterior deck design.
(CB-102-2017)

71

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The proposed use is on property that has a minimum of 1.75 and a maximum of eight (8) acres;
(B) The property on which the use will be located abuts the right of way for a roadway with a functional
transportation classification of arterial or higher; and
(C) The Planning Board and/or the District Council finds that the proposed gas station use conforms with
all regulations set forth in Section 27-358(a) of this Subtitle.
(CB-25-2018)

72

For property located within an applicable D-D-O (Development District Overlay) Zone within an
approved area Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment, the Development District requirements for
development in the subject D-D-O Zone shall not apply. As such, development of use on the subject
property shall be subject to the applicable requirements of the County Landscape Manual; all applicable
parking and loading requirements within Part 11 of this Subtitle; and the applicable bulk regulations for
building setbacks set forth in Part 6, Division 4 of this Subtitle.
(CB-48-2018)

73

Permitted use, provided:
(A) The property is located adjacent to three public maintained roadways, with one being a divided State
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highway classified as Arterial or higher within the 2009 Countywide Master Plan of Transportation, and
is adjacent to METRO Blue-Line between two train stations, both of which are less than 3,000 feet from
the property; and
(B) The use was reclassified from "P" permitted use to "X" prohibited use through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after June 1, 2000;
(C) The business is being located within a structure previously occupied by a Vehicle, Mobile Home, or
Camping Trailer Repair and Service Station that was legally existing, lawful and not nonconforming, with
a valid use and occupancy permit prior to the date of the Sectional Map Amendment approval; and
(D) Minor sales of vehicles may permitted as incidental to this use. For purposes of this Section, 'minor
sales' means an aggregate of not more than five (5) vehicles on the property at any one time, which have
been legally serviced and/or repaired on the subject property but have been abandoned by the owner of
said vehicle.
(CB-82-2018)
Editor's Note—SECTION 2 of CB-82-2018 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be
abrogated and of no further force and effect, by operation of law, after December 31, 2018.
74

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The proposed use is on property that has frontage on a roadway with a functional transportation
classification of arterial or higher and abuts land in the I-1 Zone;
(B) The proposed development shall be subject to a Detailed Site Plan Approval process in accordance
with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle; and
(C) The Planning Board and/or the District Council finds that the proposed gas station use conforms with
all regulations set forth in Section 27-358(a) of this Subtitle.
(CB-84-2018)

75

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) There is a Commercial Shopping Center use that is to be re-developed as a mixed use development
project in accordance with the applicable area Master or Sector Plan and/or any applicable Transit District
Development Plan approved pursuant to a Transit District Overlay Zone for the area including the subject
property.
(B) Redevelopment of the subject property shall be subject to a Detailed Site Plan approval process in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. As such, the commercial regulations for development
in the Commercial Zones shall not apply. Instead, such binding development regulations concerning
density, setbacks, buffering, parking, height standards, landscaping requirements, and review of
architectural elevations shall govern the proposed development and shall be shown on the approved
Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-92-2018)

76

Permitted use, provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcel(s) of less than one (1) acre in size;
(B) The property has frontage on both a roadway with a functional transportation classification of arterial
and a roadway with a functional transportation classification of collector on the applicable Master Plan;
(C) The drive-through service facility shall be designed to avoid obstructions to pedestrian movement
along sidewalks, through public use areas, or between parking spaces and building entrances, and to
provide a minimum of six (6) stacking spaces measured from the order box; and
(D) The design of any roof or awning over the drive-through service facility and lanes, including any
supporting columns and brackets, shall match the design and exterior building materials of the principal
building.
(CB-13-2019)

77

Permitted use if the extent of the use on the property does not exceed a maximum of five (5) acres in size.
The Urban Farm shall not allow noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises. The applicant shall be
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required to obtain a Health Department permit if fruits and vegetables are cut up or prepared foods are
being sold to the public. Signage shall be limited to way finding and directional signs.
(CB-14-2019)
78

Provided:
(A) The use shall not cause noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises;
(B) Onsite signage shall be limited to one identification sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area.
Way-finding, directional and interpretative signs educating attendees about urban farming are allowed on
the property;
(C) The use must be maintained in an orderly manner, including litter removal, irrigation, pest control,
and removal of dead or diseased plant materials. All garbage must be removed from the site weekly;
(D) Garbage and compost receptacles at an urban farm shall be screened from the street and adjacent
properties by utilizing landscaping, fencing, or storage within structures;
(E) The use shall be required to obtain all necessary permits as applicable, including for accessory
structures and signage,
(F) Notwithstanding Section 27-107.01(243.8), incidental sales are permitted onsite, provided all other
regulations of the zone are met. For the purposes of this footnote, incidental sales shall be defined as up to
three times per week.
(CB-14-2019)

79

Crop plantings shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the front and rear street lines, and ten
(10) feet from any other residential zone.
(CB-14-2019)

80

A special exception shall not be required, and the use shall be permitted provided:
1. The property is a minimum of fifty (50) acres in size at the time of preliminary plan of subdivision;
and
2. A Detailed Site Plan is required as a condition of preliminary plan of subdivision and shall be
approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle and Section 27-358(a)(1), (2), (4), (5), (6),
(7), (8), (9), and (10). The detailed site plan shall include architectural review and approval of building
elevations and materials. The development regulations as provided for in Section 27-454(d) shall apply.
(CB-45-2019)
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A special exception shall not be required, and the use shall be permitted provided:
1. The property is a minimum of fifty (50) acres in size at the time of preliminary plan of subdivision and
the apartment use shall contain at least two (2) contiguous acres;
2. A Detailed Site Plan is required as a condition of preliminary plan of subdivision and shall be
approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. The detailed site plan shall include
architectural review and approval of building elevations and materials. The development regulations as
provided for in Section 27-454(d) shall apply; and
3. For apartment housing for the elderly or physically handicapped, the owner of the property shall
record among the land records of Prince George's County a Declaration of Covenants which establishes
that the premises shall be solely occupied by elderly or physically handicapped families (as defined by
Section 27-337(c)) for a fixed term of not less than twenty (20) years. The covenants shall run to the
benefit of the M-NCPPC.
(CB-45-2019)

82

Permitted use, provided that:
1. The property is a minimum of fifty (50) acres in size at the time of preliminary plan of subdivision;
and
2. A Detailed Site Plan is required as a condition of preliminary plan of subdivision and shall be
approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. The detailed site plan shall include
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architectural review and approval of building elevations and materials. The development regulations as
provided for in Section 27-454(d) shall apply. However, in no event shall the number of multifamily
dwelling units exceed 48.00 units per net acre.
(CB-45-2019)
83

Permitted use, provided that:
1. The property is a minimum of fifty (50) acres in size at the time of preliminary plan of subdivision;
and
2. A Detailed Site Plan is required as a condition of preliminary plan of subdivision and shall be
approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. The detailed site plan shall include
architectural review and approval of building elevations and materials. The development regulations as
provided for in Section 27-454(d) shall apply. However, in no event shall the number of townhouse units
exceed 20.00 dwelling units per net acre.
(CB-45-2019)

84

If the use conducts business outdoors, said use shall comply with the life safety requirements of Section
27-261(j)(11)-(12).
(CB-7-2020)

85

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The property is a minimum of six (6) gross acres in size and a maximum of eight (8) gross acres in
size;
(B) The property has frontage along the Capital Beltway (I-495);
(C) The property is located adjacent to property in a residential zone;
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(E) The Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning lot size, net lot area, lot coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, building height and
other requirements of the C-S-C Zone shall not apply. Development shall be in accordance with the
applicable dimensional requirements for townhouses in the M-X-T Zone as provided in Section 27548(h). The remaining regulations shall be established pursuant to the review and approval of the Detailed
Site Plan. In no event shall the number of townhouse units exceed twenty (20) dwelling units per acre.
The minimum building width shall be twenty (20) feet; and
(F) The development shall design and construct five (5) percent of the dwelling units, or at least three (3)
units, whichever is lower, to be accessible for people with mobility disabilities.
(CB-14-2021)
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Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, Townhouse uses are permitted, provided:
(A) The uses is located on property that:
(1) Prior to its subdivision to create said Townhouse lots/parcels, had a land area of at least twenty
(20) acres; and
(2) Has frontage on a roadway with a functional transportation classification of collector or higher
on the applicable Master Plan of transportation;
(B) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage, and green area, lot/width frontage, yards, building
height, density, accessory buildings, minimum area for development, and any other requirements of the CO Zone shall not apply. The maximum density shall not exceed twenty (20) dwelling units per acre, the
minimum width for Townhouse shall be sixteen (16) feet, and the minimum lot depth for Townhouses
shall be sixty (60) feet. Regulations pertaining to lot coverage, lot/width frontage, and building height
shall be established by and shown on the approved Detailed Site Plan. Where not otherwise specified in
this Section, all other regulations for the M-X-T Zone set forth in Section 27-548(h) shall apply to the
development of Townhouse uses in the C-O Zone.
(CB-8-2021)
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Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The use is located on one or more lots totaling less than four (4) acres in size;
(B) The property is located within a Transit District Overlay Zone and within an area designated as a
Regional Transit District by Plan Prince George's 2035 General Plan;
(C) The property abuts an operating rail line; and
(D) Total development does not exceed one hundred (100) units per gross acre.
(CB-49-2021)

88

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The use is located on one or more lots of less than two (2) acres in size;
(B) The property has frontage on a public roadway that is maintained by the State Highway
Administration; and
(C) The property on which the use is located abuts property in the Commercial Shopping center (C-S-C)
Zone.
(CB-87-2021)

89

Provided:
(A) The property fronts on a roadway with a functional transportation classification of arterial within the
applicable Master Plan;
(B) The property contains a minimum of seven (7) acres of land.
(C) The preliminary plan of subdivision for the proposed development shall include land in both the I-1
and C-O zones;
(D) Each multifamily building shall consist of at least three stories and be served by an elevator;
(E) The density approved may not exceed 48 dwelling units per acre;
(F) Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and
other requirements of the underlying zones shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-89-2021)

(c)
TABLE OF USES II.
ZONE
USE

C-1

C-2

C-C

C-G

C-H

(A) As a permitted (P) use

X

X

X

X

P

(B) As a use permitted by Special Exception (SE)

X

X

X

X

SE

(C) As a use permitted as a "PA" use

X

X

X

X

PA

(D) As a use permitted as a "PB" use

X

X

X

X

PB

P

P

P

P

X

All uses allowed in the C-M Zone:

All uses allowed in the C-S-C Zone (except as otherwise provided in this
table):
(A) As a permitted (P) use
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(B) As a use permitted by Special Exception (SE)

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

(C) As a use permitted as a "PA" use

PA

PA

PA

PA

X

(D) As a use permitted as a "PB" use

PB

PB

PB

PB

X

X

P

X

X

X

Rental (may include outdoor display) of vehicles and cargo trailers as the
X
only use on the premises

P

X

X

X

Townhouses

X

X

X

P1

X

Warehouse (wholly enclosed), provided development of the warehouse
was approved by Special Exception, or was a condition of C-2 Zoning
granted by the District Council, prior to November 1, 1978. (The
development shall be permitted only in accordance with any conditions of
the approved Special Exception or conditional Zoning Map Amendment.
X
Upon completion of the warehouse development, and upon the issuance
of use and occupancy permit for it, the warehouse development shall be
deemed a nonconforming use, subject to all applicable regulations)
(CB-28-1984; CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-108-1984; CB-33-1985;
CB-7-2019)

P

X

X

X

New vehicle sales (may include outdoor display) and, as an integral part
of, on the same premises as, and under the control of the dealership, the
sale of used vehicles, or vehicle repair and service, as accessory uses

1

Permitted use provided:
(A) The use is located on a lot(s) or parcels(s) that is at least ten (10) acres in size and is adjoined on two
(2) sides by land zoned R-U (Residential Urban) as of January 1, 2019 and said land is developed with
residential uses;
(B) The property on which the use will be developed is improved with an existing commercial shopping
center use and will be part of a mixed-use development including retail uses; and
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
Development shall be in accordance with the regulations for townhouses in the M-X-T Zone as provided
in Section 27-548(h). The provisions of the Landscape Manual and the Parking and Loading standards in
Part 11 of this Subtitle shall apply. All other regulations shall be those as shown, established and
approved on the Detailed Site Plan. The Detailed Site Plan shall provide for a water feature as part of the
development and shall also include architectural review to ensure high quality design and construction
materials.
(CB-7-2019)

DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-462. - Regulations.
(a)
Regulations Table.
(1)
The following table contains additional regulations for development in the Commercial Zones.
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(b)
Table I - SETBACKS (Minimum in Feet for All Structures). (See Figure 5.)
ALL COMMERCIAL ZONES
From Street 1

10 2,3,4

From side lot line of adjoining land in any Residential
Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan
for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan):
Side yard

12 2,3,4 or the buffer required in the Landscape
Manual,
whichever is greater

Rear yard

25 2,3,4 or the buffer required in the Landscape
Manual,
whichever is greater

From rear lot line of adjoining land in any Residential
Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan
for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan):
Side yard

12 2,3,4 or the buffer required in the Landscape
Manual,
whichever is greater

Rear yard

25 2,3,4 or the buffer required in the Landscape
Manual,
whichever is greater

From adjoining land in any nonresidential zone

None, except where building is 30 feet high (or
higher), a distance equal to 1/3 the total building
height, or the buffer required in the Landscape
Manual, whichever is greater 3,4

(CB-1-1989; CB-8-1990)

1

For this regulation, a street shall mean a right-of-way line, as shown on the current approved Master Plan,
Functional Master Plan of Transportation or General Plan, Prince George's County Capital Improvement
Program, or Maryland State Five (5) Year Highway Construction Program, whichever indicates the
greatest right of way width. Any other street shall be deemed to have a right-of-way width of at least
seventy (70) feet.

2

Plus an additional set back equal to one third (1/3) of the total building height if the building is thirty (30)
or more feet high.

3

Towers, poles, and antennae and supporting structures, excluding guy wires, shall be set back one-half
(1/2) foot for each foot of structure height.
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(CB-8-1990; CB-123-1994)
4

If a building or structure is used for the housing or sale of animals or poultry, it shall be set back at least
25 feet from the street and from all lot lines, unless the Landscape Manual requires a larger buffer area.
(CB-71-2001)

DIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-463. - Private schools.
(a)
Private schools permitted (P) in Table of Uses I in accordance with this Section shall be limited to schools which
offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department of
Education, or a complete program of academic elementary (including kindergarten), junior high (middle), or
senior high school education, and shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
The school shall be located on a parcel of at least five (5) acres, on which the maximum enrollment shall be four
hundred (400) students. For each acre over five (5), the total enrollment may be increased by one hundred (100)
students. State and local health, education, or fire regulations may reduce the number of students permitted to be
enrolled. For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the total number of students enrolled in the
institution at any one (1) time. If there are separate morning, afternoon, and evening sessions, each one of which
is attended by different students, enrollment shall mean the number of students enrolled in the session having the
largest number of students.
(B)
The school may be located on a separate parcel of not less than two (2) acres if enrollment is limited to ninety
(90) students, school programs are only for special education students referred from other public or private
schools, and all school programs are certified or accredited by the State of Maryland.
(C)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street having a paved surface at least thirty
six (36) feet wide. This shall not apply where the property is located in sparsely settled or farm area, or where
the Planning Board determines that adequate passenger debarkation areas are provided.
(D)
An outdoor playground or activity area shall be provided. It shall contain at least one hundred (100) square feet
of usable space per student, unless the private school is for special education students and the owner or applicant
demonstrates that less usable space per student will be adequate. In no case shall the playground or activity area
have less than twenty-five (25) square feet per student. The area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet
from any dwelling on an adjoining lot and buffered from adjoining uses in accordance with the provisions of the
Landscape Manual. The area shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high for
grades six (6) and below, and at least five (5) feet high for other grades.
(E)
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The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the use of existing public schools which have been conveyed
by the Prince George's County Board of Education to either Prince George's County or to any municipality
within the County, provided the County or municipality:
(i)
Maintains ownership of the facility and operates a school in it; or
(ii)
Leases the facility for use as a private school (of any type).
(2)
Notwithstanding the above, the following requirements apply to private schools approved as a day care center
prior to October 1, 2013:
(A)
The school shall be located on a parcel or adjoining parcels of land containing a total of at least two and one-half
(2½) acres provided that:
(1)
The school offers a partial or complete educational program of nursery school and kindergarten, certified by the
State of Maryland;
(2)
The property is adjacent to property owned by the Commission or a municipality; and
(3)
The enrollment of the private school does not exceed 200 students. For the purposes of this Section, enrollment
shall mean the total number of students enrolled in the institution at any one (1) time. If there are separate
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions, each one of which is attended by different students, enrollment shall
mean the number of students enrolled in the session having the largest number of students.
(B)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street having a paved surface at least thirtysix (36) feet wide. This shall not apply where the property is located in sparsely settled or farm area, or where
the Planning Board determines that adequate passenger debarkation areas are provided.
(C)
An outdoor playground or activity area shall be provided. It shall contain at least seventy-five (75) square feet of
usable space per student consistent with that provided for the day care center, unless the private school is for
special education students and the owner or applicant demonstrates that less usable space per student will be
adequate. In no case shall the playground or activity area have less than twenty-five (25) square feet per student.
The area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot and buffered from
adjoining uses in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual. The area shall be enclosed by a
substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high for grades six (6) and below, and at least five (5) feet high for
other grades.
(3)
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Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all private schools, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(CB-33-1986; CB-23-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-59-2000; CB-58-2013)
Sec. 27-464. - Mobile homes; trailers.
Mobile homes or trailers (designed for human occupancy) used for business purpose are buildings requiring
building permits.
Sec. 27-464.01. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
In order for any surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing operations upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All surface mining and sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations;
(2)
For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighborhood streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any streets; and
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the requirements of
Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
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Sec. 27-464.02. - Day care center for children.
(a)
A day care center for children permitted (P) in the Table of Uses I shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
An ample outdoor play or activity area shall be provided, in accordance with the following:
(i)
All outdoor play areas shall have at least seventy-five (75) square feet of play space per child for fifty percent
(50%) of the licensed capacity or seventy-five (75) square feet per child for the total number of children to use
the play area at one (1) time, whichever is greater;
(ii)
All outdoor play areas shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and
shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least four (4) feet in height;
(iii)
A greater set back from adjacent properties or uses or a higher fence may be required by the Planning Board if it
determines that it is needed to protect the health and safety of the children utilizing the play area;
(iv)
An off-premises outdoor play or activity area shall be located in proximity to the day care center, and shall be
safely accessible without crossing (at grade) any hazardous area, such as a street or driveway;
(v)
The play area shall contain sufficient shade during the warmer months to afford protection from the sun;
(vi)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided on the play area if it is used before or after daylight hours to insure safe
operation of the area; and
(vii)
Outdoor play shall be limited to the hours between 7 A.M. and 9 P.M.
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the center, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
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(B)
In addition to the submittal requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall show:
(i)
The proposed enrollment;
(ii)
The location and use of all buildings on adjoining lots;
(iii)
The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas; and
(iv)
The location, quantity, and type of screening and landscaping.
(3)
Enrollment.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the largest number of children enrolled in the center in
any one (1) session.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988)
Sec. 27-464.03. - Wireless telecommunications facilities.
(a)
Monopoles, antennas, and related equipment buildings for wireless telecommunications facilities permitted (P)
in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1)
The antenna shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
Unless otherwise prohibited below, it shall be concealed within the opaque exterior of a structure or be attached
to a public utility, radio, television, telecommunications, or broadcasting tower/monopole; a light pole; an
existing building; a structure owned by a municipality, the Board of Education for Prince George's County, or by
Prince George's County; or a structure owned and primarily used by a government agency that is exempt from
the requirements of this Subtitle;
(B)
On privately owned land, it shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other safety
reasons; and
(C)
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It shall not exceed the following dimensions:
(i)
Twenty (20) feet in length and seven (7) inches in diameter for whips;
(ii)
Ten (10) feet in length and two (2) feet in width for panels;
(iii)
Seven (7) feet in length and one (1) foot in diameter for cylinders; or
(iv)
Seven (7) feet in diameter for parabolic dishes.
(2)
In order to minimize potential safety problems and to reduce any negative aesthetic impact on nearby properties,
the monopole shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
The maximum height shall be one hundred fifty (150) feet.
(B)
The minimum setback from adjoining land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan) or any dwelling unit
shall be a distance equal to the height of the structure measured from the base to the property lines of such
residentially zoned property or dwelling unit; otherwise, it shall be setback a minimum of forty (40) feet from
any street and twenty (20) feet from any property line.
(C)
The structure shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other safety reasons.
(D)
The structure shall be designed, galvanized, and/or painted in a manner which is harmonious with surrounding
properties.
(E)
The applicant shall provide a certification from a registered engineer that the structure will meet the applicable
design standards for wind loads of the Electronic Industries Association (EIA) for Prince George's County.
(F)
Any monopole which is no longer used for telecommunications purposes for a continuous period of one (1) year
shall be removed by the monopole owner at owner's expense.
(3)
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To ensure that the structures do not become a safety hazard once they are no longer in active use, any monopole
which is no longer used for a continuous period of six (6) months shall be removed by the monopole owner at
owner's expense.
(4)
The related telecommunications equipment building or enclosure shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall not be more than five hundred sixty (560) square feet in gross floor area or twelve (12) feet in height.
(B)
The building or enclosure shall be screened by means of landscaping or berming to one hundred percent (100%)
opacity.
(CB-123-1994; CB-102-1997; CB-103-1997; CB-13-1998; CB-65-2000)
Sec. 27-464.04. - Assisted living facilities.
(a)
An assisted living facility permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Guidelines for development.
(A)
The following guidelines shall be considered:
(i)
If more than one (1) building is proposed, residential units should be clustered together in small to medium size
groups to give a more residential character to the site.
(ii)
The entry to the assisted housing site should provide easy recognition of the facility and a safe and unambiguous
vehicular route to the building entry and passenger drop-off area.
(iii)
The radius and width of the entry drive should allow cars and vans to maneuver easily.
(iv)
The drop-off area should be close and convenient to the building entry, but should be spacious enough to
accommodate wheelchairs, open car doors, and passing cars.
(v)
A canopy or cover offering protection from the weather should normally be provided over the building entry and
passenger drop-off area.
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(2)
Requirements.
(A)
A recreational facilities plan shall be submitted demonstrating that sufficient recreational facilities or
opportunities are provided to serve the prospective resident population. Facilities may be provided on site or
within adjoining development. In any case, but particularly if on adjoining property, there shall be a staging plan
for the facilities constructed. Recreational areas should be clustered together to increase levels of activity, use of
amenities, and the sense of vitality of the community.
(B)
The facility shall not be more than four (4) stories.
(C)
The facility shall be located on a minimum of three and one-half (3.5) acres of land.
(D)
The subject property shall be adjoining residentially zoned land.
(E)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the facility in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-72-1996)
Sec. 27-464.05. - Artists' residential studios and performance arts centers.
(a)
Artists' residential studios permitted by Special Permit (SP) in the use tables shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)
Each artist unit shall combine individual studio and residential space to create an integrated living and working
environment. Artists' residential studios may also provide areas for artists' use as common workspace or
performance, office, or storage space.
(2)
Each artist unit shall have at least 700 square feet of space.
(b)
The following uses are permitted in artists' residential studios and performance arts centers, subject to
restrictions in the definitions of those uses, and with additional restrictions as indicated:
(1)
Offices for artists, arts organizations, community organizations, and municipalities are permitted. All other
office uses are prohibited.
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(2)
Uses permitted in the C-S-C Zone in Category (1), Commercial, of the commercial use table in Section 27461(b) are permitted if they are included in Subcategory (A), Eating or Drinking Establishments; Subcategory
(D), Services; or Subcategory (E), Trade.
(3)
Uses stated in the commercial use table in Category (2), Institutional/Educational; Category (3), Miscellaneous;
and Category (4), Public/Quasi Public, are permitted.
(4)
All permitted Category (1), Category (2), Category (3), and Category (4) uses shall meet restrictions and
requirements indicated in the commercial use table for the C-S-C Zone.
(c)
The Planning Board shall review all proposed signs when reviewing a Special Permit application for proposed
artists' residential studios or performance arts centers. The signage schedule shall follow the requirements in Part
12 for similar uses, unless the owner shows that its proposed schedule meets the purposes of the sign
regulations.
(d)
Off-street parking requirements in Part 11 do not apply to artists' residential studios or performance arts centers.
(1)
The Planning Board shall review and approve an off-street parking schedule when reviewing a Special Permit
application for the proposed use.
(2)
The Planning Board shall consider the following when reviewing an off-street parking schedule:
(A)
The likelihood that different uses in artists' residential studios or performance arts centers will share parking
spaces because of variations in times of peak demand;
(B)
The availability of on-street parking or other parking on nearby properties;
(C)
The availability of public transit for residents, patrons, or visitors; and
(D)
Parking requirements in Part 11 that would apply to similar uses.
(CB-12-2001)
Sec. 27-464.06. - Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions.
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(a)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area, including noise, dust and traffic;
(2)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon the subject property, including excessive crowding of vehicles,
discarded vehicle parts and other debris, and environmental contamination from fluids or chemical residues; and
(3)
To prevent or control untreated stormwater runoff, which may include residues from exhaust fumes, brake pads,
gasoline and motor oil, to ensure that harmful materials do not enter the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.
(b)
Any private automobile and other vehicle auction operating in the C-M Zone prior to January 1, 2011, shall meet
the requirements of Section 27-464.06 (c) and (d) without requiring a Detailed Site Plan.
(c)
All new private vehicle auctions in the C-M Zone and those operating in the C-M Zone prior to January 1, 2011,
shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
All parking and car carrier loading/unloading shall be performed on site and shall be located separately from the
customer parking areas.
(2)
Parking and loading areas shall not be used for the sale, display, or storage of vehicles; performing vehicle
services; or any other purpose unrelated to parking and loading.
(3)
Junked, salvaged, or wrecked vehicles may not be sold or stored on the property, unless associated with an
auction that regularly deals in the disposal of vehicles that have been declared total losses by insurance
companies.
(4)
The following is prohibited on all private automobile and other motor vehicle auction properties:
(A)
Retail sales (other than by auction) of vehicles, vehicle parts, or boats;
(B)
Outdoor storage or display of vehicle parts;
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(C)
Vehicle dismantling and demolition;
(D)
The stacking of vehicles and/or use of a vehicle rack system;
(E)
The parking, storage, or display of vehicles within public rights-of-way or internal driveways.
(5)
No vehicle may be displayed or stored on the site for more than ninety consecutive (90) days, unless required by
a law enforcement agency or the Maryland Department of Motor Vehicles, or where required for any other
litigation purposes, to store the vehicle for a longer period of time.
(6)
All auction activities, including sales, loading/unloading of vehicles, and vehicle transport shall be conducted
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. seven (7) days a week.
(7)
The site must be kept clear of all trash, litter, and other debris. Exterior trash receptacles shall be provided in all
areas open to the public including those for parking, auction activities, and offices and be routinely emptied.
Trash and debris within the public right-of-way resulting from an auction shall be immediately removed by the
auction operator.
(8)
The auction operator shall maintain records of bills of sale and make those records available to County
inspectors upon request within thirty (30) days of the sale during normal business hours to ensure that vehicles
abandoned off site can be traced back to the auction house and/or the purchaser.
(d)
New private vehicle auctions are required to meet the provisions of this Section. Private vehicle auctions
operating in the C-M Zone prior to January 1, 2011, shall meet the provisions of this Section within two years.
(1)
Private vehicle auctions shall be screened to block visibility from public rights-of-way and residential zones in
accordance with the following:
(A)
Private vehicle auctions operating as of January 1, 2011, which are screened to block visibility from public
rights-of-way and/or residential zones may retain such existing screening.
(B)
In addition to the landscaping requirements found in Section 4.2 of the Landscape Manual, new screening
installed to meet the requirements of this provision shall consist of a solid, sight-tight (opaque) wall or fence at
least six (6) feet high or an evergreen screen consisting of trees at least eight (8) feet in height planted in a ten
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(10) foot wide landscape strip. Trees within an evergreen screen shall be planted eight (8) feet on center in a
staggered pattern and have a minimum diameter of four (4) feet when planted to achieve a sight- tight screen.
Any fence or wall may be constructed as a panelized metal wall system applied to a minimum 2×4 frame with
4×4 support posts, provided that the panelized metal is a minimum 29 gauge steel or similar material with a
corrosive resistant coating, such as a baked on enamel finish, brown or green in color. The fence or wall may not
be constructed of slatted chain link, or unsupported and/or untreated corrugated metal, fiberglass or sheet metal.
(C)
Any new fences or walls constructed after January 1, 2011, shall be located behind a planted landscape strip as
prescribed in the Landscape Manual. The Board of Appeals shall be authorized to grant variances from the
requirements of Section 27-465(a) to allow fences or walls greater than six (6) feet in height within any front,
side or rear yard. All existing fences or walls that have been legally erected pursuant to a previously approved
variance may be relocated to accommodate additional screening or landscaping required by this Section without
the need for an additional variance.
(D)
For purposes of the screening required by this provision, the term public right-of-way shall include dedicated
rights-of-way and a proposed widening of such rights-of way shown on the applicable General Plan, Master Plan
or Functional Master Plan, but does not include future roadways or roadway relocations which have not been
dedicated.
(E)
Screening installed pursuant to the requirements of the Landscape Manual or an approved site plan on adjacent
property in a residential zone shall satisfy the requirements of this section.
(F)
The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to publicly owned residential property.
(2)
Any new fencing installed after January 1, 2011, along the property boundaries not visible from an existing
public right-of-way or a residential zone shall be enclosed by a black, vinyl-clad, chain-link fence or other
material not prohibited by (d)(1) above.
(3)
Ingress and egress driveways aprons shall have a minimum width of thirty (30) feet and shall be paved with
concrete and meet Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement commercial driveway standards.
Drive aisles for internal circulation shall have a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet and shall be paved with
concrete, asphalt, or asphalt millings surface.
(4)
Paved surfaces shall be maintained in good repair.
(5)
The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the site.
(6)
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The applicant shall provide evidence that the disposal of all fluids and other materials will be accomplished in a
manner that complies with all County, State, and Federal regulations.
(7)
All lighting shall be directed away from adjoining properties.
(8)
If an amplified public address system is utilized for the auction's sales activities, the use of such system shall be
limited to the hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. a maximum of three days per week.
(e)
A new private vehicle auction permitted in the C-M Zone shall:
(1)
meet the requirements of Subsection (d), above;
(2)
be located on a parcel or parcels with a total area not less than ten (10) acres;
(3)
have direct access to, at minimum, a commercial street with a right-of-way width of seventy (70) feet and
pavement width of forty-six (46) feet; and
(4)
have no direct access provided to or from public streets with a right-of-way of less than seventy (70) feet.
(5)
All areas used for vehicle sales, display, parking, or storage shall be on a paved concrete, asphalt, or asphalt
milling surface.
(6)
The parking, loading, and vehicle storage and display areas associated with an automobile auction shall be
considered an environmental "hot spot" with regard to the stormwater management facilities required, and as
such shall provide on-site water quality treatment in addition to an approved prevention plan as required by the
County Stormwater Ordinance.
(7)
If an amplified public address system is utilized for the auction's sales activities, the sales activities shall be
located five hundred (500) feet from any land within a residential zone. If this condition cannot be met, all sales
shall be conducted within a wholly enclosed building.
(f)
Any expansion, enlargement or extension of the use within the property boundaries that existed upon enactment
of the Ordinance may only be permitted with approval of a Detailed Site Plan as follows:
(1)
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A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for any new vehicle auction use or the expansion, enlargement or
extension of an existing vehicle auction use. The DSP shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9,
of this Subtitle, to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Section. In addition to the submittal
requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the site plan shall identify:
(A)
All storage, vehicle display, vehicle loading and unloading, and auction sales areas;
(B)
Internal circulation;
(C)
Stormwater management facilities including those for water quality;
(D)
Proposed hours of operation;
(E)
Dust control measures to be used.
(2)
In addition to the above requirements, the application shall be accompanied by:
(A)
A Traffic Impact Analysis which identifies the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the operation and
the streets to be used between the site and the nearest intersection;
(B)
A Lighting Plan showing a photometric diagram and details of all light fixtures and full cut-off optics.
(3)
The Planning Board shall find that the proposed hours of operation, site design and anticipated traffic levels will
not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties and the general neighborhood.
(4)
All information required as part of the DSP application shall be referred to the Traffic and Stormwater
Management Divisions of the Prince George's County Department of Public Works and Transportation, the
Maryland State Highway Administration, the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement and the Maryland Department of the Environment for review and comment.
(CB-59-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-464.07. - Conversion of Office Building to Multifamily.
Conversion of an office building to multifamily residential dwellings is permitted in the C-S-C Zone, provided
that:
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(a)
The multifamily dwellings are located on property:
(1)
with a minimum land area of five (5) acres;
(2)
adjacent to a roadway with a transportation functional classification as a freeway;
(3)
within a Local Center designated in an applicable General Plan;
(4)
within a designated Revitalization Tax Credit Area; and
(5)
within a priority Funding Area.
(b)
The multifamily units are located in a building previously used for commercial office uses and is proposed for
enlargement to accommodate redesign as residential units.
(c)
Reserved.
(d)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(e)
Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and other
requirements of the C-S-C Zone shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and shown on the
Detailed Site Plan.
(f)
The Detailed Site Plan shall include architectural review in order to ensure high quality design and construction
materials.
(CB-74-2014; CB-22-2019)
Sec. 27-464.08. - Medical Cannabis Uses—Dispensary.
(a)
The boundaries of property used as a medical cannabis dispensary shall be at least:
(1)
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300 feet from any R-A, R-E, R-L, R-R, R-S, R-80, or R-55 Zone;
(2)
500 feet from any land owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, unless the land
has no recreational facilities within 500 feet of the dispensary property or there is a regulated stream or a County
master plan roadway with a functional transportation classification as arterial separating the recreational
facilities from the property;
(3)
500 feet from any Day Care Center for Children or Recreational Program, Before- and After-School land uses,
to include summer day camps; and
(4)
500 feet from any school land uses.
(b)
Parking requirements for a medical cannabis dispensary shall be at least equivalent to the minimum parking
requirements applicable to a medical practitioner's office/medical clinic, as set forth in Part 11 of this Subtitle.
(c)
A medical cannabis dispensary shall not be permitted as an accessory use.
(d)
The boundaries of property used as a medical cannabis dispensary shall be at least one mile from any other
medical cannabis dispensary use.
(CB-5-2016; CB-47-2017; CB-103-2017; CB-5-2020; CB-41-2021)
Sec. 27-464.09. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
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The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" obtains and maintains the appropriate
and required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable
license authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes through the platform.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
Sec. 27-464.10. - Qualified data centers.
(a)
A Qualified Data Center shall include a site plan with any building permit application.
(b)
Qualified Data Centers shall be exempt from Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan Approval.
(c)
Qualified Data Centers shall not be permitted in designated Regional Transit Districts, Local Transit Centers
(Local), Neighborhood Centers (Local), or Campus Centers (Local) as designated by the County's Approved
Plan 2035 General Plan, as may be amended from time to time. Notwithstanding this requirement, Qualified
Data Centers may be permitted in the Bowie MARC Campus Center, as may be amended from time to time.
(d)
Qualified Data Centers shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
Principal Building Facades.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, principal building facades shall be defined as all exterior building facades that
face public rights-of-way or existing residential development.
(B)
Principal building facades shall include at least two (2) of the following design elements applied cohesively to
the entirety of the face: changes in building height; building step-backs or recesses; fenestration; and/or changes
in building material, pattern, texture, color, or use of accent materials. When a building has more than one
principal building façade, such principal building facades shall be consistent in terms of design, materials,
details, and treatment.
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(2)
All exterior lighting shall be designed and constructed with cutoff and fully shielded fixtures that direct light
downward and into the interior of the property and away from adjacent roads and properties.
(3)
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width/frontage, yards, building height,
intensity, accessory buildings, and other similar requirements for uses in the C-O and C-S-C Zones shall not
apply. Instead, minimum green area, yards (setbacks) and building height shall be as required in the I-1 Zone. In
addition, the applicant may propose these regulations on the site plan to be reviewed by DPIE and M-NCPPC
staff and approved by DPIE.
(4)
Security fencing shall be effectively screened by a minimum depth of 40 feet of vegetation from all abutting
residential properties and public rights-of-way. Security fencing shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.
(5)
The requirements of the Landscape Manual shall apply.
(6)
The minimum number of required off-street parking spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of parking
spaces required for "warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-568, and the minimum number
of required off-street loading spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of loading spaces required for
"wholesale or warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-582.
(7)
Regulations pertaining to signage shall be the same as those applicable to uses in the I-1 Zone as required by
Part 12, Signs, of this Ordinance.
(8)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards.
(9)
The applicant shall submit an acoustical study prepared by a professional acoustical engineer that demonstrates
the use will not violate the maximum allowable noise levels (dBA) set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(CB-1-2021)
PART 7. - INDUSTRIAL ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-465. - Fences and walls.
(a)
Unless otherwise provided, fences and walls (including retaining walls) more than six (6) feet high shall not be
located in any required yard, and shall meet the setback requirements for main buildings. (See Figure 42.)
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(b)
Walls and fences more than four (4) feet high (above the finished grade, measured from the top of the fence to
grade on the side of the fence where the grade is the lowest) shall be considered structures requiring building
permits.
(c)
Except for land used for installation and operation of high-voltage equipment at substations for electrical
generation, transmission, and distribution in connection with providing public utility service in the County by a
regulated public utility, barbed wire shall be prohibited in the U-L-I Zone where visible from any street with a
right-of-way width of at least eighty (80) feet, or land in a residential zone (or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, or M-U-TC Zone Development Plan).
(d)
Except for fences less than four (4) feet in height, fences not requiring a permit, and fences on land assessed as
agricultural uses, all structural support (vertical posts and horizontal rails) shall face the interior of the subject
lot. (See Figure 42.1).
(e)
Electric security fences more than six (6) feet high, but no more than ten (10) feet high, may be located in any
required yard and shall not be required to meet the setback requirements for main buildings set forth in (a)
above, if the electric security fence is located on the interior side of a non-electrical fence that is at least six (6)
feet high. Any fence erected on a corner lot shall satisfy the provisions of Section 27-466. A voltage and shock
hazard sign shall be attached to the electric security fence at intervals along the fence not exceeding thirty (30)
feet. Any electric security fence exceeding twelve (12) volts shall require a variance from the Chief Electrical
inspector or designee pursuant to Subtitle 9. Notwithstanding the above, an electrical security fence more than
six (6) feet high, but not more than ten (10) feet high shall meet the setback requirement along any lot line
shared with a property that is residentially or commercially zoned unless a variance is approved by the Board of
Appeals.
(CB-1-1994; CB-22-2009; CB-3-2015; CB-4-2016; CB-34-2019)
Sec. 27-466. - Corner lot obstructions.
On a corner lot, no building or other visual obstruction (except a post or column) between two (2) and ten (10)
feet high above the curb line shall be located within the triangle formed by the intersection of the street lines and
points on the street lines five (5) feet from the intersection. (See Figure 43.)
Sec. 27-466.01. - Frontage.
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(CB-46-1985)
Sec. 27-467. - Extensions and projections. (See Figure 50.)
(a)
General projections.
(1)
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No projections (including show windows, but not including signs or canopies) shall extend beyond building
lines.
(b)
Canopies.
(1)
Canopies may extend beyond the front building line along a street, but not closer to the street line than ten (10)
feet.
(c)
In the U-L-I Zone, awnings may extend from beyond the front building line, but shall not project out more than
seven (7) feet from the building unless approved through the Alternative Development Technique.
(CB-41-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1994)
Sec. 27-467.01. - Motor freight facilities.
Any Motor Freight Trucking Operation, defined pursuant to Section 27-107.01, which has a valid permit issued
prior to December 31, 1992, shall be considered a permitted use, provided the use has not changed to a different
use since issuance of the permit. This provision shall apply only to the property which was the subject of the
original permit.
(CB-90-1992)
Sec. 27-467.02. - U-L-I Zone, Existing Uses.
Any existing use which has a valid permit issued prior to the approval of a rezoning to the U-L-I Zone shall be
considered a permitted use (except a Special Exception use may only be continued in accordance with Section
27-320), provided the use has not changed to a different use since issuance of the permit. This provision shall
apply only to the property which was the subject of the original permit.
(CB-1-1994)
Sec. 27-468. - Swimming pools.
All outdoor swimming pools shall be enclosed by a fence at least six (6) feet high. If the pool is constructed
above grade, and a fence or railing (the top of which is at least six (6) feet above grade) is attached to it, another
separate fence shall not be required. (See Figure 51.)
Sec. 27-468.01. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling unit, or one (1) or more satellite dish
antenna(s) to serve more than one (1) dwelling unit or any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the
requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any
side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals, and/or the
size of the satellite dish antenna. Where usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted
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and located in the rear yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall
be ground-mounted and located in either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard
location, the antenna may be mounted on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna
be located in the front yard. Notwithstanding anything above to the contrary, a satellite dish antenna six (6) feet
four (4) inches or less in diameter may be mounted on the roof of any building other than a single-family
dwelling unit. On lots having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the
main building faces a side street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear,
side and front of the building.
(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted or roof-mounted satellite dish
antenna, when such antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991; CB-54-1991)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC INDUSTRIAL ZONES.
Sec. 27-469. - I-1 Zone (Light Industrial).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the I-1 Zone are:
(A)
To attract a variety of labor-intensive light industrial uses;
(B)
To apply site development standards which will result in an attractive, conventional light industrial environment;
(C)
To create a distinct light industrial character, setting it apart from both the more intense Industrial Zones and the
high-traffic-generating Commercial Zones; and
(D)
To provide for a land use mix which is designed to sustain a light industrial character.
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(b)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development in the I-1 Zone shall be provided in accordance with the
provisions of the Landscape Manual. In addition, the following applies:
(1)
At least ten percent (10%) of the net lot area shall be maintained as green area.
(2)
Any landscaped strip adjacent to a public right-of-way required pursuant to the provisions of the Landscape
Manual shall not be considered part of the required green area.
(3)
A vehicle towing station permitted in the I-1 Zone shall be screened by a wall or fence at least six (6) feet high,
or by an evergreen screen, unless the adjoining property is used for a vehicle towing station or a vehicle salvage
yard.
(c)
Outdoor storage.
(1)
Outdoor storage shall not be visible from a street.
(d)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the I-1 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(e)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the I1 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989; CB-12-1991; CB-30-1992; CB-129-1994)
Sec. 27-470. - I-2 Zone (Heavy Industrial).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the I-2 Zone are:
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(A)
To accommodate a mix of intense industrial uses which require larger tracts of land;
(B)
To accommodate industrial uses that may impact adjoining properties, but are essential to the County's economic
well-being; and
(C)
To apply site development standards which will generate an attractive, conventional heavy industrial
environment.
(b)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development in the I-2 Zone shall be provided in accordance with the
provisions of the Landscape Manual. In addition, the following applies:
(1)
At least ten percent (10%) of the net lot area shall be maintained as green area.
(2)
Any landscaped strip adjacent to a public right-of-way required pursuant to the provisions of the Landscape
Manual shall not be considered part of the required green area.
(3)
A vehicle towing station permitted in the I-2 Zone shall be screened by a wall or fence at least six (6) feet high,
or by an evergreen screen, unless the adjoining property is used for a vehicle towing station or a vehicle salvage
yard.
(c)
Outdoor storage.
(1)
Outdoor storage shall not be visible from a street.
(d)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the I-2 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(e)
Regulations.
(1)
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Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the I2 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989; CB-12-1991; CB-30-1992; CB-129-1994)
Sec. 27-471. - I-3 Zone (Planned Industrial/Employment Park).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the I-3 Zone are:
(A)
To provide increased and enhanced employment opportunities for the residents of the County and areas for
industries, research facilities, and offices which have common characteristics with respect to site requirements,
desired amenities, compatibility of operations, general functional classifications, and access;
(B)
To provide for a mixture of industrial, research, office, and in certain instances specific retail commercial uses
(along with compatible institutional, recreational, and service uses) in a manner which will retain the dominant
industrial/employment character of the area, while also providing for the enhanced viability of the zone by
providing for the location of certain retail commercial uses on the periphery of the area, specifically when the
periphery fronts on, and is adjacent to, arterial roadways;
(C)
To permit uses which, when compared to the uses permitted in other Industrial Zones, will minimize detrimental
effects on uses of adjacent land, especially where adjacent land is being used commercially; and
(D)
To provide development standards which assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with surrounding land
uses, maximize open space so as to create a park-like setting, and improve the overall quality of
industrial/employment areas in Prince George's County.
(b)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development in the I-3 Zone shall be provided as set forth in the
Landscape Manual.
(1)
Additional buffering and screening may be required to protect the park-like setting of the Planned
Industrial/Employment Park from adjoining or interior incompatible land uses.
(c)
Outside uses.
(1)
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With the exception of off-street parking and loading areas, recreational facilities (unless otherwise provided),
airports, agricultural uses, sidewalk cafes (as an accessory use), surface mining operations, towers (poles, whips,
and antennas), vehicle rental lots, and public utility uses, all uses allowed in the Table of Uses shall be located in
wholly enclosed buildings. Outdoor storage is prohibited.
(d)
Site plans.
(1)
A Conceptual Site Plan and a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all uses and improvements, in accordance
with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(2)
In addition to the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall show the design and size of
lettering, lighting, and all other features of signs proposed (except those for directional or informational purposes
containing not more than four (4) square feet). These signs shall be reviewed and approved or disapproved at the
same time the Detailed Site Plan is acted upon.
(e)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the I-3 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(f)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the I3 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(2)
Not more than twenty-five (25%) of any parking lot and no loading space shall be located in the yard to which
the building's main entrance is oriented, except that the Planning Board may approve up to an additional fifteen
percent (15%) in its discretion if increased parking better serves the efficiency of the particular use; improves
views from major arteries or interstate highways; and makes better use of existing topography or complements
the architectural design of the building.
(3)
No loading docks shall be permitted on any side of a building facing a street except where the lot is bounded by
three (3) or more streets.
(g)
Warehousing.
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(1)
Warehousing, wholesaling, distribution, or storage of materials not used, or products not produced, on the
premises may be permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
Not more than twenty percent (20%) of the net tract area of the entire Planned Industrial/Employment Park shall
be devoted to these uses (including accessory uses such as off-street parking and loading areas).
(B)
More than twenty percent (20%), but not more than thirty percent (30%), of the net tract area of the entire
Planned Industrial/Employment Park may be devoted to these uses if at least five percent (5%) of the net lot area
(of the lot on which the use is proposed) is devoted to green area. This green area shall be in addition to any
other green area required by this Part. This additional green area shall either serve to preserve irreplaceable
natural features, be designed so that the visual impact of the facility will be relieved (either by natural features or
changes in grade), or provide distinctive furnishings (such as sculptures, fountains, and sidewalk furniture).
(C)
More than thirty percent (30%), but not more than fifty percent (50%), of the net tract area of the entire Planned
Industrial/Employment Park may be devoted to these uses if, in addition to meeting the requirements of (B),
above, the Planning Board finds:
(i)
That the tract is suited for these uses because of its accessibility to railways or highways that readily
accommodate warehousing;
(ii)
That the traffic generated by the uses is not directed through residential neighborhoods;
(iii)
That the use is compatible with surrounding existing land uses and those proposed on the Master Plan. In
determining compatibility, the Planning Board shall consider architectural or physical features of the facility and
may require that these features be compatible with surrounding land uses.
(D)
The remainder of the park shall be devoted to other uses, in the case of (A), (B), or (C), above.
(E)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections (g)(1)(A) through (D) of this Section, above, the development
restrictions on warehousing, wholesaling, distribution, or storage of materials not used, or products not
produced, on the premises shall not apply to property which lies entirely within the I-95/I-495 (Capital Beltway),
contains less than 15 acres, is vacant at the time of filing of a Conceptual Site Plan application, and was
originally classified in the I-3 Zone pursuant to a Sectional Map Amendment approved before January 1, 1978.
(h)
Required access.
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(1)
Each Planned Industrial/Employment Park (including each property in separate ownership) shall have frontage
on, and direct vehicular access to, a street having a right-of-way width of at least seventy (70) feet.
(i)
Minimum area for the development.
(1)
The minimum area for the development of any Planned Industrial/Employment Park shall be twenty-five (25)
gross acres.
(2)
If the area is less than twenty-five (25) acres but not less than fifteen (15) acres, the property may be classified in
the I-3 Zone when the property adjoins property in the C-O Zone, provided that the area of the combined
properties is at least twenty-five (25) gross acres.
(3)
If the area is less than twenty-five (25) acres, the property may be classified in the I-3 Zone when the property
adjoins property in the I-3 or E-I-A Zone, provided that the area of the combined properties is at least twentyfive (25) gross acres.
(4)
If the area is less than twenty-five (25) acres, and the land was classified in the I-3 Zone prior to October 31,
1977, or upon approval of a Sectional Map Amendment, it may be developed in accordance with this Part,
provided the owner of record does not own abutting undeveloped land in the I-3, E-I-A, or C-O Zone that could
be used to comply with the provisions of paragraph (1), (2), or (3), above.
(CB-49-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-90-1992; CB-58-1993; CB-21-1994; CB-65-2021)
Sec. 27-472. - I-4 Zone (Limited Intensity Industrial).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the I-4 Zone are:
(A)
To provide for limited industrial and commercial development;
(B)
To provide for uses limiting employee and patron occupancy levels and floor area ratios; and
(C)
To provide development standards which assure limited intensity industrial development and the compatibility
of proposed land uses with surrounding existing and proposed land uses (those proposed in the Master Plan) and
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zoning.
(b)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development in the I-4 Zone shall be provided in accordance with the
provisions of the Landscape Manual. In addition, the following applies:
(1)
At least twenty-five percent (25%) of the net lot area shall be maintained as green area.
(2)
Any landscaped strip adjacent to a public right-of-way required pursuant to the provisions of the Landscape
Manual shall not be considered part of the required green area.
(c)
Outdoor storage.
(1)
Outdoor storage shall not be visible from a street.
(d)
Floor area ratio.
(1)
The combined floor area ratio of all buildings on a lot shall not exceed 0.3.
(e)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the I-4 Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(f)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the I4 Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(CB-49-1986; CB-37-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-3-1989)
Sec. 27-472.01. - U-L-I Zone (Urban Light Industrial).
(a)
Purposes.
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(1)
The purposes of the U-L-I Zone are:
(A)
To attract and retain a variety of small-scale light industrial uses in older, mostly developed industrial areas,
developed with structures lacking state-of-the-art mechanical features, and located close to established
residential communities;
(B)
To create an urban light industrial character, setting it apart from both the more intense industrial zones and the
high-traffic-generating commercial zones which will encourage a mix of small-scale industrial uses that are
more appropriate for the small, older industrial areas;
(C)
To encourage the location of small-scale "clean industries" (e.g., electronic, assembly of precision laboratory
equipment, etc.) and new "incubator" or "cottage businesses";
(D)
To apply appropriate physical site development standards or guidelines to new and existing uses or structures
which will foster an attractive and viable light industrial employment area. The standards will also promote
functional and visual compatibility with adjacent or nearby residential areas;
(E)
To encourage cooperative property management techniques such as parking, loading, screening, lighting, and
security among the various industrial uses;
(F)
To establish a flexible regulatory process with appropriate standards that will promote reinvestment in, and
appropriate redevelopment of, older urban industrial areas as employment centers.
(b)
Landscaping of development in the U-L-I Zone shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of Division
4 of this Part.
(c)
Outdoor storage/trash receptacles.
(1)
Outdoor storage and trash receptacles shall not be visible from a public right-of-way or residentially-zoned
property. Screening and buffering shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual,
except as are provided for in Division 4 of this Part.
(d)
Uses.
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(1)
The uses allowed in the U-L-I Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(e)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
U-L-I Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulation Tables (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), and Signs (Part 12).
(2)
Off-street parking and loading shall be in accordance with Part 11 unless a U-L-I Parking Plan is approved by
the Planning Board in accordance with Section 27-585(c).
(f)
Alternative Development Technique.
(1)
The U-L-I Zone is intended to support appropriate redevelopment, development, and uses in older industrial
areas of the County which are constrained by small lots, high FAR levels, limited parking and loading facilities,
and older buildings.
(2)
The Alternative Development Technique recognizes that most current zoning regulations provide inflexible
standards that tend to inhibit development and rehabilitation of the older industrial areas. This procedure will
allow a flexible performance-oriented approach that will recognize existing development character and physical
limitations.
(3)
The District Council shall adopt U-L-I Zone Design Guidelines by resolution. These Guidelines may be
modified from time to time as deemed necessary. The Guidelines and any amendments thereto shall be adopted
at a public hearing which shall be advertised in accordance with the District Council Rules of Procedure. In
making decisions on development proposals, these Guidelines shall be liberally construed.
(CB-1-1994)
Editor's note— CR-30-1994 approved "Design Guidelines for the U-L-I Zone."
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-473. - Uses permitted.
(a)
No use shall be allowed in the Industrial Zones, except as provided for in the Table of Uses or in Subsection (c)
of this Section. In the table, the following applies:
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(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside the building;
(B)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from outside the building, other
than a business identification sign lettered on a window. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area; and
(C)
The use is secondary to the primary use of the building.
(4)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a primary use on the premises;
(B)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the primary use;
(C)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the primary use; and
(D)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the primary use is located, unless otherwise provided.
(5)
The letters "SP" indicate the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Permit, in accordance with
Section 27-239.02.
(6)
The letters "NA" indicate that the language is not applicable.
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(7)
The letter "X" or a blank (unless otherwise clear from the context) indicates that the use is prohibited.
(8)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(9)
The word "manufacture" includes the words "fabricate," "assemble," and "repair."
(10)
In the I-3 Zone, the word "manufacture" also means that the activity involves materials or parts produced
elsewhere.
(11)
Whenever the table refers to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as accordingly listed in the zone in which it is allowed.
(CB-37-1988; CB-3-1989; CB-90-1992; CB-1-1994; CB-10-2003; CB-11-2003)
(b)
TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
I-1 33 I-2 33 I-3

I-4

U-L-I

(i) Eating or drinking establishment, with drive-through service
(CB-19-2010)

P 54

P 54

P 54

P 54

SP

(ii) Eating or drinking establishment, excluding drive-through service
(CB-19-2010)

P

P

P

P

P

(iii) Eating or drinking establishment of any type, including music and
patron dancing past the hours of 12:00 A.M., excluding adult
SE
entertainment
(CB-19-2010; CB-56-2011)

SE

P 54

SE

SP

(iv) Within a University Research and Development Park, other than
freestanding fast-food
(CB-72-2010; CB-56-2011)

X

X

P

X

X

Car wash
(CB-92-2001)

P

P

P 41

X

SP

Commercial Fuel Depot
(CB-68-2006)

P 51

X

X

X

X

P 65

SE

P 64

SE

USE
(1) COMMERCIAL:
(A) Eating or Drinking Establishments:

(B) Vehicle, Mobile Home, Camping Trailer, and Boat Sales and Service:

Gas station
(CB-1-1989; CB-57-1994; CB-40-1998; CB-97-2004; CB-59-2017; CB- P 65
82-2017)
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Incidental automobile service in parking garage 3

P

P

X

X

SP

P

P

X

P

SE

P 55

P

X

X

X

P

P

X

X

X

Vehicle, boat, or camping trailer sales, or boat or camping trailer rental
lot, including outdoor display of the vehicles
P
(CB-37-1988; CB-58-1993; CB-75-1998; CB-33-2002; CB-39-2004)

P

X

P

SP 44

P

P

X

X

SP

(ii) Incidental retail sales of gasoline, subject to Section 27-358(a)
(1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (10)

PB

PB

X

X

SE

Vehicle lubrication or tune-up facility, provided all sales and
installation operations are conducted in a wholly enclosed building with
no outdoor storage
(CB-43-1987; CB-59-2017)

P

P

X

P 64

SP

Vehicle rental lot, excluding boats or camping trailers, including
outdoor display of the vehicles
(CB-58-1993)

P

P

SE 24 P

SP

Vehicle sales or rental lot, including outdoor display of the vehicles
(CB-73-1997; CB-68-2016)

X

X

P 37,

X

X

Vehicle towing station
(CB-12-1991; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

X

SE

P

P

P

P 17

SP

P

P

P

P 17

P

Mobile or modular home sales lot, which may include the storage of
mobile homes or modular home components for sale
Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions
(i) Operating as of January 1, 2011, as a use that conforms to the
definition under Section 27-107.01, subject to the provisions of Section
27-475.06.07(b), (c), and (d),
(ii) All others, subject to the requirements of Section 27-475.06.07
(CB-59-2010)

Vehicle, boat, mobile home, or camping trailer repair and service
station, and the sales of parts and tires which may include:
(i) Installation of parts within a wholly enclosed building

63

(C) Offices:
Bank, savings and loan association, or other savings or lending
institution:
(i) With drive through
(ii) All others
(CB-1-1994)
Check Cashing Business
(CB-23-2009)

SE 53 SE 53 SE 53 X

SE 53

(i) Accessory to a permitted use

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) Medical practitioner's office

P

P

P 59

SE

SP

(iii) Medical practitioner's office less than 3 stories in height and not
exceeding 33% of net tract area in a development comprising a gross tract X
area of at least 25 acres

X

P 59

P 17

X

X

X

P 17

X

Other offices:

(iv) Offices less than 3 stories in height and not exceeding 33% of X
net tract area in a development comprising a gross tract area of at least 25
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acres
(v) Trailer for office space accessory to an existing industrial use in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
X
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

X

X

X

P

P

P 59

SE

SP

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

P

SE

X

X

X

P

X

X

Animal hospital, animal training, kennel

P

P

X

X

P

Barber or beauty shop

P

X

X

X

X

Bicycle repair shop

P

P

X

P

P

Blacksmith shop

P

P

X

P

P

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Catering establishment
(CB-46-2010)

P

X

X

X

X

Data processing
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

X

P

Dry cleaning or laundry pickup

P

P

X

X

P

Dry cleaning plant

P

P

X

P

P

P 34

P

P 17

P

P

P

X

P

P

P 80

X

X

X

X

(i) Furniture and small appliances only

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) All others

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

X

P

(i) Accessory to allowed use

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

(ii) Medical or dental

P 34

P 34

P

P 17

P

(iii) Research, development, or testing

P 34

P 34

P

P 17

P

P

P

X

SE

P

(vi) All other offices
(CB-3-1989; CB-24-1993; CB-75-1998; CB-38-2014)
Real estate subdivision sales office:
(i) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27261
(ii) All others
University Research and Development Park
(CB-72-2010)
(D) Services:

Blueprinting, photostating, or other photocopying establishment
(CB-66-1996; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
Carpet or rug shampooing establishment

Electrical or electronic equipment, radio or television, computer repair
shop
P 34
(CB-3-1989; CB-66-1996)
Farm implement repair
Funeral Parlor
(CB-101-2021)
Household appliance or furniture repair shop:

Key or locksmith shop
Laboratory:

(iv) All others
(CB-3-1989; CB-66-1996)
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Laundromat

P

P

X

X

X

Laundry plant

P

P

X

P

P

Lawn mower repair shop

P

P

X

P

P

Massage establishment

SE

SE

X

X

X

Methadone Treatment Center
(CB-103-1993)

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

Photographic processing plant
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

P

Printing shop
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Research and Development
(CB-3-1989)

X

X

X

P 17

P

Septic tank service

P

P

X

P

X

Shoe repair shop

P

P

P

X

P

Tailor or dressmaking shop (may include incidental dyeing and
pressing)

P

P

P

P

P

Tattoo Parlor
(CB-10-2012)

P

X

X

X

X

Taxidermist

P

P

X

P

P

Upholstery shop

P

P

P

P

P

Adult book store and/or Adult video store
(CB-53-1996; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004; CB-28-2009)

X

P 32

X

X

X

Arts, crafts, and hobby supply store
(CB-18-1997)

P

X

X

X

X

Bicycle (sales) shop

P

P

X

P

P

Bottled gas sales (retail)

P

P

X

P

SE

Building supply store
(CB-3-1989)

P

P

X

SE

SP

Buying of items within guest rooms and vehicles, pursuant to Section
27-115(a)(2)

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

X

P

SE

X

X

X

SE

P 10

X

P 27,

X

X

X

X

SE 27 X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

SE

Photography studio (may include darkroom)

(E) Trade (Generally Retail):

Carpet or floor covering store
Clothing, dry goods, millinery, or shoe store
(CB-89-1986)
Department or variety stores, excluding pawnshops
(i) Not exceeding 13,000 square feet
(ii) All others, in accordance with Section 27-348.02
(CB-21-1994; CB-97-2004; CB-64-2012; CB-44-2021)
Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)(1)
Drug store
(CB-91-1986; CB-97-2004)

SE 10 SE

78
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Electrical supply store
(CB-3-1989)

P

P

X

SE

P

P

P

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

Firewood sales as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260
and 27-261
P 34
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P

P

SP

Food Hall
(CB-70-2020)

P 74

X

P 74

X

P 74

(i) Within an existing retail center with net leasable building space
of less than 26,000 square feet

P 43

X

P 42

X

X

(ii) All others
(CB-92-2001; CB-93-2001; CB-97-2004; CB-59-2017; CB-82-2017)

P 65

P 65

P 42

P 64

SE

Hardware store (may include electrical or plumbing supplies)

P

P

X

X

P

Home furnishing store (such as interior decorations, electronics,
housewares, household accessories, or textiles)
(CB-89-1990)

P

P

X

X

P

Household appliance or furniture store

P

P

X

X

P

Lawn mower (sales) store

P

P

X

X

SP

Market Hall
(CB-7-2020)

P 74

X

X

X

X

Nursery and garden center
(CB-3-1989)

P

P

X

SE

SP

Paint or wall covering store
(CB-3-1989)

P

P

X

SE

P

Pawnshop
(CB-28-1997)

X

X

X

X

X

Pet feed and supply store
(CB-2-1991)

P

P

X

X

P

Plumbing supply store
(CB-3-1989)

P

P

X

SE

P

(i) Provided the retail sales are incidental to the manufacturing of
the products on the premises and the retail sales area does not exceed
15% of the gross floor area of the building, or 5,000 square feet,
whichever is less

X

X

P

X

X

(ii) Provided the retail sales are incidental to the manufacturing of
the products on the premises, except where permitted by (i) above

PB

PB

X

PB

PB

(iii) Provided the retail sales are incidental to the warehousing,
wholesaling, or distribution of the products on the premises
(CB-122-1986; CB-3-1989)

PB

PB

X

PB 18 PB

X

X

X

Farm implement or feed sales
Farmer's market or flea market, in accordance with Sections 27-260
and 27-261
(CB-63-1998)

Food or beverage store

Retail sales of products:

Sales events sponsored by bona fide nonprofit groups or organizations, P

X
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in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(CB-26-1997)
Seafood market
(CB-49-1987)

SE

SE

X

X

SE

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary use, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

Stationery or office supply store, which may include the sale of office
furniture and business machines

P

P

X

P

P

Swimming pool or spa sales and service (which may include outdoor
display, provided it is enclosed by a 6-foot high fence)

P

P

X

P

P

(i) As a temporary use, subject to Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

X

(ii) All others

P

P

X

P

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the C-S-C
Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception).
P 47
(CB-65-2003; CB-19-2005)

X

P 47

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed by Special
Exception in the C-S-C Zone.
(CB-65-2003)

X

X

SE 47 X

X

Abrasive and asbestos products

X

SE

X

X

X

Acids and caustics

X

X

X

X

X

Carbon black

X

X

X

X

X

Celluloid or pyroxylin

X

X

X

X

X

Cosmetics, medicinal, pharmaceutical, and toilet article products,
fabrication
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Distillery for the production of fuel alcohol, which may include bulk
storage
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

SE

P

X

X

X

Drugs, compounding
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Dyestuffs

X

P

X

P

X

Fertilizers

X

SE

X

SE

X

Gum and wood chemicals, which may include distilling

X

P

X

P

X

(i) Paste inks
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

P

(ii) All other inks

X

P

X

P

X

X

P

X

P

X

Septic tank sales

Wayside stand:

(2) INDUSTRIAL:
(A) Chemical and Allied Manufacturing:

Ink:

Organic and inorganic chemicals (except as specified):
(i) Blending and mixing
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(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(ii) Breaking bulk

P

P

X

P

SP

X

P

X

P

X

Pesticides and insecticides

X

X

X

X

X

Plastics and synthetic fibers
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Soaps, cleaners, polishes, sanitation preparations, bleaches, and
detergents

X

SE

X

SE

X

P

P

X

P

P

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

SE

P

P

P

SE

(ii) Glass, metal, or wood or other materials
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

SE

P

X

P

SE

Electrical lighting fixtures

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

P

X

Furniture, cabinets, fixtures, or interior decorating components

P

P

P

P

P

Hardware (except as otherwise specified)

P

P

X

P

P

SE

P

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Motorized and nonmotorized vehicles, aircraft, construction, farm, or
railroad equipment, ships or boats (which may include the parts for these X
items)

P

X

P

X

Office supplies and equipment
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

(i) Plastic

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) Other materials

P

P

X

P

P

Spas and swimming pools

P

P

X

P

P

Structural components of buildings (except as otherwise specified)

P

P

X

P

P

Vending machines

P

P

X

P

P

Paints, varnishes, lacquers, enamels, and shellacs
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

(B) Fabrication of Wood, Metal, Paper, Plastic, and Glass Products from
Materials Produced Elsewhere:
Armament control and sighting systems
Communications equipment, computers, telephones, electronic
equipment, radios, sound systems, or televisions (which may include
parts for these items)
(CB-66-1996)
Containers:
(i) Paper or plastic

Engines, generators, turbines, or miscellaneous machinery
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

Heavy armament
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
Household appliances:
(i) Small electrical household appliances, including televisions but
excluding refrigerators and similar large appliances
(ii) All others

Plumbing, air conditioning, carpentry, electrical heating, and lighting
supplies and equipment (except where otherwise specified):
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(C) Manufacturing and Processing of Lumber, Wood, and Related
Products:
Logging camps or contractors
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

X

X

Mobile or manufactured homes
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Modular buildings
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Sawmills or planing mills
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Veneer and plywood
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Wood preserving
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Engineering, computer, drafting, laboratory, office, research, and
scientific instruments, devices, equipment and supplies
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Optical, dental, medical, ophthalmic, orthopedic, and prosthetic
devices and supplies
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Photographic equipment and supplies
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Timing, light, mixing, safety, temperature, or weight control devices
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Watches, clocks, measuring, or time-keeping devices
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

X

SE

X

SE

X

(iii) Ornamental metals
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Recycling of nonferrous metals
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

SE

P

X

P

SE

Rolling mill

X

X

X

X

X

Smelting

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

P

X

P

X

P

X

(D) Manufacturing of Scientific, Specialized, and Technical Instruments
and Equipment:

(E) Metal Production:
Blast furnace
Foundry:
(i) Nonferrous metals
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(ii) Nonornamental ferrous

(F) Miscellaneous Industrial, Manufacturing, and Related Uses:
Brushes, brooms, combs, or lamp shades manufacturing
Cigarettes, cigars, or other tobacco products (chewing or smoking)
manufacturing
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
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Consolidated Storage, in accordance with Section 27-475.04
(CB-32-1988; CB-75-1998; CB-45-1999; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SP

(aa) Indoors

P

P

P

P

P

(bb) Outdoors
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SP

(ii) Including the fabrication (only within a wholly enclosed
building) of plumbing, air conditioning, heating, carpentry (and the like)
parts for installation off site

P

P

PB

P

P

P

P

PB

PB

P

P

P

X

P

SE

(ii) All others
(CB-89-1985; CB-1-1994)

P

P

X

P

SP

Electronic Recycling Facility
(CB-91-2012)

SE 58 SE 58 X

X

X

Explosives, fireworks, or gunpowder manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

Gelatin manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

Glue or size manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

Heavy motorized equipment, motor vehicle, truck, boat, camping
trailer, or trailer storage yard
(CB-90-1992; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SE

Jewelry manufacturing
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Junk yard

SE

SE

X

X

X

Machine shop

P

P

X

P

P

Matches manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

P

Musical instruments, athletic goods, notions, novelties, sporting goods
P
manufacturing

P

P

P

P

Pens, artist or drafting supplies, clerical equipment, business machines,
P
or pencils manufacturing

P

P

P

P

Contractor's office (general) as a permanent use, including the
businesses of siding, flooring, roofing, plumbing, air conditioning,
heating, painting, carpentry, electrical work, landscaping, and the like,
with buildings and uses accessory to the business (as well as the office)
use:
(i) With storage of materials or equipment:

(iii) Including the retail sale of parts and supplies as an accessory
use
(CB-89-1985; CB-75-1998)
Contractors' plant or storage yard:
(i) Those involving the operation or storage of heavy equipment
over 17,000 pounds gross vehicle weight

Motion picture or broadcasting equipment manufacturing and
production

Plastic products manufacturing, except as otherwise specified

P

P

P

P

P

Precious metalware manufacturing and plating

P

P

P

P

P

Recycling plant, except as otherwise specified

SE

P

X

P

SE
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(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
Storage building accessory to:
(i) A permitted use

P

P

P

P

P

(ii) A special permit use

NA

NA

NA

NA

SP

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Storage yard, except as otherwise specified
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SP

Tobacco packing, processing, and treatment

P

P

X

P

P

Transfer station
(CB-71-1994; CB-76-2012)

X

SE 57 X

X

X

Trash Maintenance Services with Private Fueling Station
(CB-63-2020)

P 76

P 76

X

X

X

Trash removal services
(CB-82-1991; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P 22

P

X

X

X

Uses which are noxious or offensive by reason of odor, dust, fumes,
smoke, gas, vibration, radiation, glare, or noise, or which constitute a
public hazard by fire, explosion, or other means (in the discretion of the
District Council)

X

X

X

X

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

NA

NA

P

NA

NA

P

P

P 77

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

Asphalt mixing plant
(CB-111-2004)

X

SE 50 X

X

X

Breaking bulk for home consumption or portable appliances
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SE

Distribution for home consumption
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

SE

Gasoline or gasohol bulk storage (other than gas station or vehicle
repair and service station)
(CB-75-1998)

SE

P

X

P

SE

Gasohol fabrication
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

X

X

Liquid gas storage

X

SE

X

SE

X

Refinery

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

(iii) A Special Exception use
(CB-90-1992; CB-1-1994)

Vehicle salvage yard
Warehousing:
(i) Subject to Section 27-471(g)
(ii) All others
(CB-90-1992; CB-23-2021)
Waste material separation and processing facility, in accordance with
Section 27-475.05
(CB-77-1990; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(G) Petroleum, Gas, and Related Products:

Tank farm, except as otherwise specified
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(H) Printing, Publishing, Paper, and Related Industries:
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Bookbinder manufacturing

P

P

P

P

P

Bookbinding

P

P

P

P

P

Paper or paper board products (except containers) manufacturing

SE

P

P

P

SE

Paper recycling collection center (only for collection, storage, and
shipping)
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

P

X

P

P

Printing and engraving (which may include all processes)
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Publishing

P

P

P

P

P

Pulp making

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

(i) Alcoholic

X

P

P

P

X

(ii) Nonalcoholic

P

P

P

P

P

Brewery, distillery, winery

X

P

X

P

X

Cereals, grains, or spice processing

P

P

X

P

P

Coffee roasting

P

P

X

P

P

Confectionery products manufacturing

P

P

X

P

P

Drying and dehydrating of food products

P

P

X

P

P

Freezing of food products

P

P

X

P

P

Oil and fat manufacturing (edible)

P

P

X

P

P

Packaging, packing, and canning of food products

P

P

X

P

P

Pickling

SE

P

X

P

SE

Reduction plant

X

X

X

X

X

Sauce, seasoning, and dressing manufacturing

P

P

X

P

P

Slaughterhouse

X

X

X

X

X

Smoking and curing

SE

P

X

P

SE

Sugar refinery

X

X

X

X

X

Syrup and flavor extract manufacturing

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Recycling of rubber products

SE

P

X

P

SE

Rubber manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

Rubberizing of wearing apparel or household items

P

P

X

P

P

Synthetic rubber (and similar products) manufacturing

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

P

X

P

P

X

P

SE

(I) Processing of Food and Kindred Products for Human Consumption:
Bakery products manufacturing that may include companion uses 62
(CB-69-2016)
Beverage bottling (all containers):

(J) Rubber and Synthetic Rubber Products:
Fabrication of rubber products
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

Tire or tube manufacturing
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
Tire recapping
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(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(K) Stone, Clay, Glass, and Cement Products:
Cement manufacturing

X

SE

Concrete batching or cement mixing plant
(CB-111-2004; CB-47-2018)

X

Cutting of nonstructural stone
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
Glass blowing and molding

SE

X

SE 50, X

X

X

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

P

P

Manufacturing or cutting of structural products made of clay, concrete,
glass, stone, or similar materials
X
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

P

X

P

SE

Manufacturing of ornamental products made of clay, concrete, glass
plaster, porcelain, or stone (excluding the use of a rock crusher)
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004; CB-78-2004)

X

69

(L) Textile Products:
Fabrication of finished goods

P

P

P

P

P

Felt manufacturing

P

P

P

P

P

Fiber or thread manufacturing

X

P

X

P

X

Finishing of textile goods

P

P

P

P

P

Knitting

P

P

P

P

P

Lace (and similar products) manufacturing

P

P

P

P

P

SE

P

P

P

SE

Synthetics manufacturing

X

P

X

P

X

Weaving

P

P

P

P

P

Apparel, garments, or related products

P

P

P

P

P

Automotive or motorized equipment (parts and accessories only)

P

P

P

P

P

Bakery products, wholesale

P

P

P

P

P

Bulk raw materials

P

P

P

P

P

Chemical and related products (except as otherwise specified)

P

P

P

P

P

Electronic, glass, metal, paper, rubber, or wood products

P

P

P

P

P

Food or kindred products

P

P

P

P

P

Garden supplies or nursery stock

P

P

P

P

P

Livestock
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

P

X

Medical Cannabis Grower and/or Processor
(CB-5-2016)

P 61

X

P 61

X

X

Ornamental products made of china, clay, concrete, glass, or stone

P

P

P

P

P

Petroleum products for home distribution

P

P

P

P

SE

Recycling of textiles
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

(M) Wholesale Trade:9

Structural products made of clay, concrete, or stone, with:
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(i) Indoor storage, only

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

P

SE

Textile products

P

P

P

P

P

Tobacco and related products

P

P

P

P

P

NA

NA

P

NA

NA

P

P

X

P

P

Wholesaling or distribution of materials (products) used or produced
on the premises
(CB-90-1992)

P

P

P

P

P

Wholesaling or distribution use not listed
(CB-90-1992)

SE

P

X

P

SE

P

P

12,34

12,34

P

X

SP

Adult rehabilitation center
(CB-108-1987; CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

X

P

X

X

X

Assisted living facility
(CB-38-2014; CB-62-2018)

P 70

X

P 59

X

X

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery
(CB-23-1988; CB-99-1993; CB-84-1996)

P

P 35

P

X

X

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery in the Route
202 Corridor Study Area, unless constructed pursuant to a Conceptual
Site Plan approved by the Planning Board prior to June 1, 1997
(CB-72-1997)

X

X

X

X

X

Community building

P

P

X

X

SP

P 34

P 34

P

X

P

(B) All others
(CB-23-1988; CB-66-1996)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Nursing or care home (may include private spa)
(CB-38-2014; CB-62-2018)

P 70

X

P 59

X

X

(A) Business

P 34

P 34

P

X

P

(B) Driving

P

P

X

X

SP

(C) Institution of higher learning (may include a private spa)

X

X

P

X

X

(D) School or studio for artistic or technical instruction and practice

P 34

P 34

P

X

P

(E) Scientific

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

(F) Trade

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

(ii) Outdoor storage
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

Wholesaling or distribution of materials (products) not used or
produced on the premise:
(i) Subject to Section 27-471(g)
(ii) All others
(CB-90-1992)

(3) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:
Adult day care center
(CB-44-1987; CB-66-1996)

Day care center for children:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-475.0214

School, private:
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(G) Private college or university

P 36

SE

P 36

SE

SE

(H) In accordance with Section 27-475.06.01 28

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Accessory structures and uses
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise allowed
(CB-58-1987)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Any use allowed in the C-S-C Zone (except those permitted by Special
Exception), when located within an office building or hotel, provided not
more than 15% of the gross floor area of the building shall be devoted to
X
such uses and not more than 3,000 square feet shall be allotted to any one
use; except hotels may include auditoriums or showrooms unlimited in
size

X

PA

X

X

Auction house
(CB-55-1988)

P

X

X

SP

P 34

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

SE

SE

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

SP

P

P

X

P

SE

X

X

X

X

X

(A) In accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others

P

P

X

P

P

Ice vending machine for block ice

P

P

X

P

P

MARC Planned Community, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.05
(CB-21-2006)

P

P

P

X

X

Metro Planned Community, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.03
(CB-35-1998)

X

P

X

X

X

Mobile home, with a use for which amusement taxes are collected 2

P

P

P

P

X

Performance Arts Rehearsal Studio

P

X

X

X

X

(I) All others
(CB-26-1985; CB-33-1986; CB-23-1988; CB-14-1994, CB-113-1994;
CB-66-1996; CB-93-1996; CB-94-2000)
(4) MISCELLANEOUS:

P

Buildings and uses, serving public health purposes, on land owned by
Prince George's County, Maryland, upon which hospitals or health centers 34
P
are located, except if otherwise allowed as a Permitted (P) use 15
(CB-55-1988; CB-66-1996)
Cemetery, crematory:
(A) Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery 21
(B) All others
(CB-11-1991; CB-27-1995)
Collection of recyclable materials:
(A) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27261
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)
(B) All others
Commercial uses not listed
Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities), construction yard,
shed, or storage building (in connection with a construction project) as a
temporary use:
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(CB-79-2017)
Qualified data center in accordance with Section 27-475.06.11
(CB-1-2021)

P

P

P

P

P

Rental business for items permitted to be sold (except as otherwise
specified)

P

P

X

P

P

Sign making shop

P

P

X

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-45-1988; CB-24-1991; CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Welding shop

P

P

X

P

P

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the I-1
Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception)
(CB-92-2004)

X

X

P 49

X

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed by Special
Exception in the I-1 Zone
(CB-92-2004)

X

X

SE 49 X

X

Ambulance service, private

P

P

X

P

P

Library

P

P

P

X

P

Post office

P

P

P

P

P

Public buildings and uses

P

P

P

P

P

Sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill 19, 46
(CB-15-1990; CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

SE

SE

X

X

X

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station 1

P

P

P

P

P

Adult Entertainment, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.06
(CB-46-2010)

X

P

X

X

X

Amusement Center
(CB-8-2007)

P 52

X

X

X

X

Amusement park

SE

SE

X

X

X

Athletic field, with or without seating for spectators

P

P

X

X

P

Auditorium
(CB-56-2011)

P 56

X

X

X

X

Billiard or pool parlor

P

P

X

X

SE

Bowling alley

P

P

X

X

SP

(A) On a parking lot

P

P

P

P

X

(B) All others

P

P

X

X

X

P

P

X

X

SE

Signs, in accordance with Part 12:
(A) Outdoor advertising sign (billboard)

(5) PUBLIC/QUASI PUBLIC:

(6) RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:

Carnival, circus, fair, or similar use, not exceeding 17 days duration and
located at least 250 feet from any dwelling, as a temporary use in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261:

Club or lodge, private
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Commercial recreational attractions

X

X

SE

X

X

Employees recreational facilities (private, nonprofit), accessory to an
allowed use
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Golf course or country club
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

X

X

Golf driving, archery, or baseball batting range
(CB-130-1993)

P

P

P

X

SP

Miniature golf course

P

P

X

X

SP

Museum, aquarium, art gallery, cultural center, or similar facility
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

X

SP

Park or playground

P

P

X

X

P

Performance arts center, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.04
(CB-12-2001)

SP

X

X

X

SP

Reducing/exercise salon or health club
(CB-3-1989; CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

SE

P

Riding stable

P

P

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

SE

(B) Outdoor
(CB-4-1991)

SE

SE

X

X

X

Sauna or steam bath

PA

PA

X

X

SE

(A) Indoor

P

P

X

X

P

(B) Outdoor

SE

SE

X

X

SE

Spa, community
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

X

SP

Spa, private, accessory to an allowed dwelling unit
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

P

P

X

SE

P

P 34

P 34

P

X

P

(C) Accessory to a hotel or motel (in the I-1 and I-2 Zones, included
on the approved Special Exception site plan for the hotel)

SE

SE

P

X

X

(D) All others
(CB-3-1989; CB-66-1996)

SE

SE

X

SE

SE

Summer camp

P

P

X

X

SP

Swimming pool (which may include a community or public spa)

P

P

P

X

SP

(A) Enclosed by a wall or fence at least 6 feet high

P

P

P

X

P

(B) All others

P

P

X

X

P

Rifle, pistol, or skeet shooting range:
(A) Indoor 20

Skating rink:

Spa, public:
(A) Accessory to a reducing/exercise salon, health club, or summer
camp
(B) Accessory to a commercial swimming pool

Tennis, basketball, handball or similar court:
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Theater:
P 34

P 34

P

X

SE

SE

SE

X

X

X

SP

X

X

X

SP

(A) If legally erected prior to the date upon which the property was
classified in the I-1, I-2, or U-L-I Zone, or legally erected in the I-1, I-2,
or U-L-I Zone under prior regulations

P

P

X

X

P

(B) If legally erected prior to the date upon which the property was
classified in the I-3 or I-4 Zone

X

X

P

P

X

(C) All others
(CB-1-1994; CB-118-2017)

X

X

P 67

X

X

Dwelling, Multifamily:
(CB-96-2017; CB-89-2021)

P 66,

X

X

X

X

Dwelling, Two-Family
(CB-96-2017)

P 66

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

P

(A) Indoor
(B) Outdoor (including drive-in)
(CB-66-1996)
(7) RESIDENTIAL/LODGING:
Artists' residential studios, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.04
(CB-12-2001)
Dwelling:

79

Dwelling unit within a building, containing commercial or industrial uses
not exceeding 3 units per building, with 1 unit permitted at ground floor
P
level for a resident manager, caretaker, or night watchman (and family)
and all other units located above the ground floor
Hotel or motel (which may include public spas, swimming pools, or
tennis courts, provided they are enclosed by a fence or wall at least 6 feet
high):
(A) In an industrial park having a gross tract area of at least 25 acres
(CB-97-2004)

SE 10 SE

P

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-38-2014)

SE

SE

P 59

X

X

Planned retirement community
(CB-89-1999)

X

X

SE 39 X

X

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in accordance
with Section 27-475.06.09 (effective 10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

P

Townhouse
(CB-62-2018)

P 66

X

X

X

X

Agricultural uses

P

P

P

P

X

(A) Urban Farms
(CB-14-2019)

P 71,

P 71,

P 71,

P 71,

P 71,

72, 73

72, 73

72, 73

72, 73

72, 73

(i) Rooftop urban farm uses, provided that the use meets certain
structural requirements set by DPIE and approved by the Council
(CB-14-2019)

P

P

P

P

P

Concrete recycling facility

SE 75 P 68

SE

SE

SE

(8) RESOURCE PRODUCTION/RECOVERY:
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(CB-78-2004; CB-46-2018; CB-54-2020)
Sand and gravel wet-processing
(CB-75-1998; CB-39-2004)

SE

P

X

X

X

Surface mining

SE

SE

SE

SE

X

Airport, airpark, airfield, heliport

SE

SE

SE

X

X

Airstrip or helistop

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Antennas and related equipment buildings and enclosures, other than
satellite dish antennas, in accordance with Section 27-475.06.02
(CB-65-2000)

P

P

P 16

P 16

P

Broadcasting studio (without tower)
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Bus station or terminal

P

P

X

X

SE

Monopoles and related equipment buildings and enclosures, in
accordance with Section 27-475.06.02
(CB-65-2000)

P

P

P 16

P 16

P

(A) When accessory to, in conjunction with, as an integral part of,
under the same ownership or leasehold interest as, and solely serving
another allowed use on the property

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-90-1992; CB-66-1996; CB-23-2021)

X 23

P

P 23,
77

X 23

X

Moving and Storage Operation
(CB-70-2004; CB-23-2021)

P 26,

P

P 77

X

X

(9)
TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:

Motor freight receiving or shipping (loading) facilities:

48

Parking lot or garage, commercial
(CB-43-2002)

P

P

P 45

X

SP

Parking lot or garage, or loading area, in accordance with Part 11
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Parking of mobile home except as otherwise specified

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of mobile home in a public right-of-way 4

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of vehicles accessory to an allowed use
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

Private Limousine Service Dispatching Station
(CB-87-2015; CB-72-2017)

P

P

P 60

X

X

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

X

P

X

P

X

P

P

SE

P7

SE

Public utility uses or structures:
(A) Underground pipelines, electric power facilities or equipment, or
telephone facilities or equipment; and railroad tracks or passenger
stations, but not railroad yards
(CB-66-1996)
(B) Railroad yards, roundhouses, car barns, and freight stations
(C) Other public utility uses or structures (including major
transmission and distribution lines and structures)
(CB-25-1987; CB-61-1988; CB-65-2000)
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Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-468.01:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Over 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

(C) All others

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Without cab storage repair, or servicing

P

P

P

P

P

(B) With cab storage

P

P

X

X

SP

(C) With cab repair or servicing within a wholly enclosed building
(CB-50-1987)

P

P

X

X

SP

Taxicab stand

P

P

P

P

P

Telegraph or messenger service
(CB-66-1996)

P 34

P 34

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Freestanding, for commercial purposes, up to 175 feet above
ground level

P

P

P

P

P

(C) Attached to a roof, for commercial purposes, with the total
combined height of the building, tower, or monopole and antenna not
exceeding 250 feet above ground level

P

P

P

P

P

(D) All others
(CB-8-1990; CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997; CB-65-2000)

SE

SE

SE

SE

SE

Trucking operations, except as otherwise specified
(CB-90-1992; CB-5-1994; CB-75-1998; CB-13-2000; CB-39-2004)

X 26, P

X

X

X

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled, or not
currently licensed, except where specifically allowed 8
(CB-4-1987)
Taxicab dispatching station:

Towers or poles (electronic, radio, or television, transmitting or
receiving):
(A) Nonprofit, noncommercial purposes, with no height restrictions

1

40

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
(C) Occupied by a station that was in use immediately prior to July 1, 1982.
The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
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include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
2

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having property consisting of five (5) acres or more;
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies or collects an amusement tax;
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by, or reasonably connected with, the other use; and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year; except mobile homes used in connection with pari-mutuel racetracks
where the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

3

Provided:
(A) The service shall be limited to supplying gasoline, oil, water, tire pressure, and washing;
(B) Only automobiles parking in the parking garage shall be served;
(C) No signs visible from outside the structure shall indicate the presence of the service facilities; and
(D) The garage shall be wholly enclosed.

4

Except in an emergency. In this case, the parking shall be subject to the traffic and parking regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

5

Approved as an accessory use with approval of the Special Exception for the hotel or motel.

6

Reserved.

7

Office building requires a Special Exception to be approved, in accordance with Part IV.

8

This shall not apply to:
(A) Storage accessory (and related) to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle stored in a wholly enclosed garage.

9

In the I-3 Zone, subject to Section 27-471(c) and (g).

10

Permitted use without requirement for Special Exception provided:
(A) The use is located within an industrial park which is adjacent to a Beltway interchange constructed
after June, 2002;
(B) The parcel(s) is the subject of a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision that was approved pursuant to
Subtitle 24 of this Code prior to June 30, 2004;
(C) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle;
(D) The acreage of lots (used for commercial purposes) shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the
acreage of lots used for industrial purposes in the industrial park;
(E) No more than two (2) fast-food restaurants shall be allowed in the industrial park;
(F) Motels are prohibited; and
(G) Hotel amenities shall include at a minimum a swimming pool, fitness center, room service, concierge
service, parking, and restaurant(s) located within the building.
(CB-97-2004)

11

Reserved.

12

Located only on or abutting a lot or group of lots containing an office building or group of office
buildings having a gross floor area of at least fifty thousand (50,000) square feet.
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(CB-44-1987)
13

This does not provide for accessory antennas or overhead distribution lines.
(CB-25-1987)

14

In a publicly-owned recreational facility, a school, a church, or a public building, a day care center shall
only be permitted as an accessory use. A church must provide its tax-exempt identification number when
applying for a Detailed Site Plan or a building or use and occupancy permit for an accessory day care
center for children.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988; CB-44-1989)

15

Provided the health center is located on a minimum of twenty-five (25) acres.
(CB-55-1988)

16

Provided:
(A) The whip antenna does not extend more than fifteen (15) feet above the height of the structure to
which it is attached and does not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other
safety reasons;
(B) The equipment building does not exceed five hundred sixty (560) square feet of gross floor area or
twelve (12) feet in height;
(C) The equipment building matches the construction material and color(s) of an existing building when
it is attached thereto; and
(D) The equipment building is constructed of brick and designed to coordinate with the design of any
existing main building on the same lot or on an adjoining lot when constructed as a freestanding building.
(CB-61-1988; CB-81-1993)

17

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-3-1989)

18

Limited to twenty percent (20%) of the gross floor area of the building within which it is located, but not
to exceed a maximum of five thousand (5,000) square feet.
(CB-3-1989)

19

A sanitary landfill, rubble fill, or Class 3 fill may include a rock crusher only if it is approved as part of
the Special Exception.
(CB-15-1990; CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

20

Provided there is no discernible noise from the exterior of the building.
(CB-4-1991)

21

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)

22

In accordance with Section 27-475.06.
(CB-82-1991)

23

Except as provided for in Section 27-467.01.
(CB-90-1992)

24

Provided the vehicle rental lot is located within one-half (1/2) mile of a mass transit facility.
(CB-58-1993)

25

The gross floor area shall not exceed 25% of the gross floor area of the building within which this
accessory use is located.
(CB-1-1994)

26

Moving and storage operations that have less than one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet of gross
floor area, have hours of operation between 7:30 A.M. and 5:30 P.M., and are located in a building that
was existing on August 31, 1994, are permitted by right.
(CB-5-1994)

27

A Special Exception shall not be required for development on a lot of no less than ten (10) or more than
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twenty (20) acres, located within five hundred (500) feet of property in the M-A-C or C-S-C Zones, said
lot having frontage on at least two (2) public streets, and a store with a gross floor area not exceeding
85,000 square feet of sales and service floor area (excluding mezzanines) under one roof, of which no
more than a total of twenty percent (20%) of sales and service floor area may be dedicated to the sale
and/or display of building materials, including, among other things, building supplies, plumbing supplies,
electrical supplies, and hardware, either individually or in the aggregate; or the use is located on a lot or
parcel that is between ten (10) and twenty (20) acres in size; said lot or parcel is located within five
hundred (500) feet of property in the M-A-C Zone and has frontage on at least two public streets; the
store has no more than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet gross floor area; the store fills medical
prescriptions and sells medical supplies and nonprescription medicines, in addition to general
merchandise; and except for medical prescriptions, medical supplies, and nonprescription medicines, the
store has no more than fifty percent (50%) of its gross floor area devoted to the sale of a single type of
merchandise, such as food or specialty items.
(CB-21-1994; CB-11-2003; CB-64-2012)
28

The Board of Appeals may grant variances from the requirements of Section 27-475.06.01(a)(1).
(CB-14-1994)

29

Reserved.

30

Reserved.

31

Reserved.

32

In accordance with the provisions of Part 16. Section 27-248 and Section 27-904 provide for expedited
processing of applications for adult book store and/or adult video store use and occupancy permits.
(CB-53-1996; CB-28-2009)

33

Approval of a Special Exception is required for any use in the I-1 or I-2 Zones if any portion of the lot on
which the use is proposed is within the subject area of a pending Transit District Overlay Zoning Map
Amendment that has been initiated by resolution of the District Council. This provision does not apply to
uses or buildings in existence as of July 1, 1996, or uses set forth in Section 27-473(b)(1)(A)(i), (A)(iv),
and (C), and (b)(5).
(CB-66-1996)

34

Notwithstanding the language in Footnote 33, a Special Exception is not required if any portion of the lot
is within the subject area of a pending Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment that has been
initiated by resolution of the District Council, and is located at least 2,000 feet from an existing Metrorail
station.
(CB-66-1996)

35

Provided:
(A) The church is located in an existing freestanding building not exceeding two stories in heights;
(B) If the building in which the church is located contains other uses, a separate entry to the church must
be provided for its use; and
(C) At the time of issuance of the initial use and occupancy permit, the church shall be located within
1,000 feet of another existing church.
(CB-84-1996)

36

If not conducted in an existing office building, a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-93-1996)

37

Provided:
(A) The vehicle sales or rental lot is subordinate in area to, and is an expansion of, an existing permitted
vehicle sales or rental use located on a contiguous adjacent lot in the I-1, I-2, or I-4 Zones; and
(B) The two contiguous adjacent lots are owned by the same individual(s); and
(C) The property on which the expansion will be located is adjacent to a public roadway; and
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(D) No structure may be erected except for paving, and with the exception of one structure not to exceed
6,000 square feet gross floor area which is architecturally compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.
(CB-73-1997)
38

Reserved.

39

Townhouses shall comply with the design guidelines set forth in Section 27-274(a)(11) and the
regulations for development set forth in Section 27-433(d).
(CB-89-1999)

40

A business limited to truck storage, maintenance, and repair only, with associated administrative offices,
is permitted by right. Transporting of any items to or from the site is prohibited.
(CB-13-2000)

41

Permitted as an accessory use to a gas station located within an industrial park.
(CB-92-2001)

42

Permitted as an accessory use to a gas station located within an industrial park, provided the uses are
located within the same building.
(CB-92-2001)

43

Provided:
(A) The retail center is built and has one or more approved occupancy permits prior to October 1, 2001;
(B) The retail center lies on property that adjoins land in the R-18 Zone and has frontage on a road
classified as an arterial on the applicable Master Plan; and
(C) No food or beverage store may occupy more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet or one-third (1/3)
of the property's net leasable building space, whichever is less.
(CB-93-2001)

44

Except for new vehicle sales lots, the use shall be located on a tract of land containing a minimum of
twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet. All such uses on property less than twenty-five thousand
(25,000) square feet in existence on September 1, 2002, may not be certified as nonconforming uses and
must cease operations on or before August 31, 2005.
(CB-33-2002)

45

The property shall lie within one-quarter (1/4) mile of an existing mass transit rail station operated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). Permits may not be issued for the
commercial parking structure until the Planning Board approves a Detailed Site Plan, as required in the I3 Zone. The Planning Board shall find:
(A) The site plan meets all I-3 Zone requirements;
(B) The proposed parking structure will not prevent the achievement of Transit Oriented Development
goals in the neighborhood surrounding the WMATA station; and
(C) The location and design of the parking structure provide for ample pedestrian ways, landscaping,
lighting, and other amenities, to create direct and pleasant connections between the structure and the
WMATA station.
All commercial parking lot or garage operations on the property shall cease by September 1, 2008.
(CB-43-2002)

46

A Class 3 fill in existence as of October 7, 2003 that is operating pursuant to any validly issued grading
permit, and is not in violation, shall be permitted to continue in operation as a matter of right, but is
limited to the fill area established by any previously issued grading permit, not to exceed two (2) renewals
of the permit. Those fill operations that are in violation on October 7, 2003 have until December 31, 2003
to comply, or their permit is void.
(CB-8-2003; CB-87-2003)

47

Provided:
(A) The property is located on and inside the Capital Beltway at an existing interchange with said
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Beltway;
(B) The site contains a minimum of eighty (80) acres that is split-zoned I-3, I-1, and R-R, with not more
than twenty percent (20%) zoned R-R;
(C) The property is proposed for employment uses in the most recently approved applicable Master Plan;
(D) A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle; and
(E) The site plan shall include at least two (2) stores containing one hundred thousand (100,000) square
feet or more of gross floor area.
(CB-65-2003; CB-19-2005)
48

Subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(CB-70-2004)

49

Provided:
(A) The use is located within a development with no less than fifty (50) acres included in the Preliminary
Plan.
(B) The development adjoins properties in the I-1 and I-2 Zones and a railroad right-of-way at the time of
Preliminary Plan approval.
(C) The development shall not be subject to the requirements of Section 27-471(f)(2) or (g).
(D) The development shall comply with the regulations applicable to the I-1 Zone set forth in Section 27474, except that the setback from any residentially-zoned property shall be fifty (50) feet.
(E) The development shall be subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan, but not a Conceptual Site
Plan. Noise, landscaping, buffering or uses from adjoining residential properties, and preservation and
interpretation of any archeological or paleontological resources shall be addressed at the Detailed Site
Plan stage.
(F) Outdoor storage is prohibited unless approved on a Detailed Site Plan and screened from surrounding
properties.
(CB-92-2004)

50

Permitted use without the requirement for a Special Exception provided:
(A) The site on which the use is located is within an existing industrial park containing a minimum of
five (5) acres;
(B) The site is not contiguous to any land used for residential purposes;
(C) The site abuts a railroad spur; and
(D) The site is located within the Developed Tier as described in the General Plan.
(CB-111-2004)

51

Provided:
(A) The use is limited to property that has at least one hundred and fifty (150) feet of frontage on and
vehicular access to at least one (1) road classified as a collector or lower classification on the applicable
Master Plan and a minimum right-of-way width of sixty (60) feet;
(B) A Limited Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the use in accordance with Section 27-286(a). The
site plan shall address architecture, landscaping, lighting, and infrastructure which is essential to the
development of the site including streets, utilities, and stormwater management facilities;
(C) The Limited Detailed Site Plan shall demonstrate compliance with Section 27-358(a)(2), (3), (4), (5),
(6), (8), and (10); and (b)(1), (2), and (3); and
(D) Upon the abandonment of a commercial fuel depot, all structures exclusively used in the business
(including underground storage tanks), except buildings, shall be removed by the owner of the property.
For the purpose of this footnote, the term "abandonment" shall mean non-operation as a commercial fuel
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depot for a period of fourteen (14) months after the services cease.
(CB-68-2006)
52

Does not include the sale of alcoholic beverages or hours of operation that extend beyond 10:00 P.M.
(CB-8-2007)

53

Businesses with a valid state license for check cashing issued prior to September 1, 2009 may continue as
a matter of right and shall not be deemed nonconforming, regardless of a change in tenancy or ownership
of the check cashing business.
(CB-23-2009; CB-106-2012)

54

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. Any fastfood restaurant operating pursuant to an approved Special Exception as of the effective date of CB-492005 shall remain valid, be considered a legal use, and shall not be deemed a nonconforming use. Such
fast-food restaurants and their underlying special exceptions may be modified pursuant to the existing
provisions relating to revisions or amendments to special exceptions generally and fast-food restaurants
specifically as they exist in the Zoning Ordinance.
(CB-19-2010; CB-46-2010)

55

Any private automobile and other vehicle auction operating in the I-1 Zone prior to January 1, 2011, shall
not be certified as a nonconforming use and shall meet the requirements of Section 27-475.06.07.(b), (c),
and (d). If the use is not brought into conformance with these requirements within the prescribed two-year
time period, the property owner shall cease all auction operations on the property.
(CB-59-2010)

56

Any existing establishment in the I-1 or U-L-I Zone with a valid use and occupancy permit for an
auditorium, private club or lodge that included activity that meets the definition of "adult entertainment"
may continue upon approval of a Special Exception. Applications for adult entertainment must be filed
and accepted by June 1, 2012.
(CB-56-2011)

57

Permitted use without the requirement of a Special Exception provided:
(A) The site on which the use is located is operating as a an existing construction and demolition
processing and recycling facility within five miles of access to a State Highway of arterial classification
or higher; and
(B) The facility is approved for acceptance of Municipal Solid Waste generated in Prince George's
County pursuant to the Prince George's County FY 2002-2011 Ten Year Solid Waste Management Plan.
(CB-76-2012)

58

Permitted without a special exception provided:
(A) All operations shall be confined to the interior of a wholly enclosed building. There shall be no
outdoor storage and/or unattended drop offs of materials or equipment;
(B) The facility shall not accept material from individual residents and shall not operate as a public dropoff center;
(C) The use and occupancy permit application shall include an operations plan and checklist indicating
the methods by which the facility intends to comply with the approved certification standard;
(D) Within twelve (12) months after issuance of any use and occupancy permit to an electronic recycling
facility, the occupant shall obtain, and at all times thereafter, maintain certification under the most
recently adopted Responsible Recycling (R2) standard, e-steward standard, or an equivalent standard
determined by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to meet or exceed these
standards;
(E) Following initial certification, each electronic recycling facility shall certify to the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement in January of each calendar year that the permitted facility is
certified under the R2 or equivalent approved standard; and
(F) In the event an electronic recycling facility fails to obtain the required certification within twelve (12)
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months after the issuance of the use and occupancy permit, or fails to maintain such certification, the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall revoke the use and occupancy permit and
operations must cease until the certification is obtained.
(CB-91-2012; CB-29-2014)
59

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval pursuant to Part 3, Division 9 of this Code. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Code, a Conceptual Site Plan shall not be required and any previously approved
Conceptual Site Plan shall not be of any force or effect where the subject property on which the use is
located:
(A) Was classified in the I-3 Zone pursuant to a Sectional Map Amendment approved before January 1,
1978; and
(B) Lies entirely within the I-95/495 (Capital Beltway) envelope.
(CB-38-2014)

60

Provided the use is on property with a land area of at least three (3) acres. Notwithstanding any other
provision within Section 27-471 of this Subtitle to the contrary, a Private Limousine Service Dispatching
Station use situated on three (3) or more acres of land where a business was operating within the
definition of 'Private Limousine Service Dispatching Station' set forth in Section 27-107.01 of this
Subtitle as of November 1, 2015, and for which no expansion of the use is proposed, shall be a permitted
use and shall only conform with the requirements set forth in Section 27-471 of this subtitle if
development to expand the use requires a County building permit.
(CB-87-2015; CB-22-2016; CB-34-2017)
Editor's note—Effective April 11, 2017, CR-24-2017 provides that the Prince George's County Director
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall be authorized to issue a use and occupancy permit for
any Private Limousine Service Dispatching Station use in the I-3 Zone, provided that: (1) the use was
existing as of November 1, 2015; (2) said use is located on property with a land area of at least three (3)
acres; and (3) the use shall not be subject to any conceptual site plan or detailed site plan approval
process.

61

Subject to conformance with Section 27-475.06.08 of this Subtitle.
(CB-5-2016)

62

The companion uses shall be administrative offices, training areas, incubator, and space for other food
manufacturing/preparation.
(CB-69-2016)

63

A vehicle sales or rental lot, including outdoor display of vehicles that is located within two miles of any
boundary with the District of Columbia and that limits its business to the sale of commercial vehicles,
shall be permitted by right and shall not subject to the Conceptual Site Plan and Detailed Site Plan
requirements set forth in Section 27-471(d), nor the regulations set forth in Section 27-471(c), 27-471(f)
(2) and 27-471(i) of this Subtitle. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, a vehicle sales or
rental lot, including the outdoor display of vehicles use that is located within two miles of any boundary
with the District of Columbia that is also within 500 feet of a school use or land owned by the County
Board of Education shall be subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9
of this Subtitle.
(CB-68-2016)

64

Permitted use, provided that:
(A) The use is subject to, and limited by, all prescriptions and/or restrictions set forth in Section 27548.56 of this Subtitle; and
(B) Is subject to a Detailed Site Plan approval process, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this
Subtitle.
(CB-59-2017)

65

Permitted use, provided that the use is subject to a Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Part 3, Division
9 of this Subtitle, and the development standards, regulations, and requirements shall be established and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan. A Detailed Site Plan for property within the M-I-O Zone is also subject
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to Part 10C of this Subtitle.
(CB-82-2017)
66

Permitted use, provided:
(A) All or part of the property is located: (i) within one-quarter mile from an existing mass transit rail
station operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA); or (ii) is located
within a designated Community Center Edge in the applicable Master Plan or Sector Plan, and abuts
property with a zoning classification of M-X-T;
(B) The use is subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this
Subtitle; and
(C) Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, parking and loading, frontage,
setbacks, density, landscaping and other requirements of the I-1 Zone shall not apply. All such
requirements, except for those cited herein for townhouses, shall be established and shown on the
Detailed Site Plan. Townhouse uses shall conform to the dimensional requirements set forth in Section
27-544(f)(2)(E) and (G) of this Subtitle.
(CB-96-2017; CB-62-2018; CB-29-2020)

67

Permitted use, provided:
(A) The I-3 property is combined with R-55 and R-T zoned lots, parcels, or property totaling less than
sixteen (16) gross acres in size and located less than 2,000 feet from an interchange to the outer loop of
the Capital Beltway (I-95/I-495);
(B) The property shall have access to a signalized intersection of a publicly maintained roadway with a
functional transportation classification as Arterial or higher within the 2009 Countywide Master Plan of
Transportation; and
(C) Regulations of the I-3 Zone shall not apply; all requirements for development shall be established by
and shown on a Detailed Site Plan approved by the Planning Board and/or the District Council.
(CB-118-2017)

68

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, a Concrete recycling facility shall not be subject to a
special exception process and shall be a permitted use in the I-2 Zone, provided that:
(A) The concrete recycling facility use is located on property with an existing, operational sand and
gravel wet processing facility use;
(B) The use is located on at lot or parcel consisting of at least twenty (20) acres;
(C) Operations of the use on the site are limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday;
(D) Operations of the use on the site shall not occur on weekends;
(E) Crushing operations of the use on the site shall be limited to sixty (60) days per calendar year;
(F) The use shall be located on property abutted on three (3) sides by land with a zoning classification of
O-S;
(G) The concrete recycling and other components of the use having the potential for generation of
adverse noise, dust, or vibration impacts shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from the
boundary lines of the subject property, adjoining land in any residential or commercial zone, or land
proposed for residential or commercial uses within a Comprehensive Design Zone, Mixed Use, or
Planned Community Zone; and
(H) A site plan is filed and approved by the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement ("DPIE") with the building permit for the use that includes the following:
(1) the components of the concrete recycling facility;
(2) the location of all material stockpiles;
(3) the location of settling ponds, if any;
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(4) the source of water to be used in conjunction with the operations of the use;
(5) the truck wash-out facilities, if any;
(6) the methods of disposing of waste materials associated with operations of the use;
(7) the internal traffic circulation system for operations of the use; and
(8) the parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment associated with operations of the
use.
(CB-46-2018)
69

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, a Concrete batching or mixing plant shall not be
subject to a special exception process and shall be a permitted use in the I-2 Zone, provided that:
(A) The use is located on property with an existing, operational sand and gravel wet processing facility
use;
(B) The use is located on at lot or parcel consisting of at least twenty (20) acres;
(C) Operations of the use on the site are limited to the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday;
(D) Weekend operations of the use on the site shall be limited to Saturdays between the hours of 6:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.;
(E) All mixing equipment associated with the use shall be located within a wholly enclosed building;
(F) The use shall be located on property abutted on three (3) sides by land with a zoning classification of
O-S, at the time of commencement of the Concrete batching or mixing plant use;
(G) The mixing plant and other components of the use having the potential for generation of adverse
noise, dust, or vibration impacts that are not located within a wholly enclosed building (including
conveyor systems, concrete mixers, weighing hoppers, batching equipment, aggregate bins, truck mixing
areas, and truck wash-out facilities) shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from the boundary
lines of the subject property adjoining land in any residential or commercial zone, or land proposed for
residential or commercial uses within a Comprehensive Design Zone, Mixed Use, or Planned Community
Zone; and
(H) A site plan is filed and approved by the County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement ("DPIE") with the building permit for the use, that includes the following:
(1) the components of the concrete mixing plant;
(2) the location of all natural material stockpiles;
(3) the location of settling ponds, if any;
(4) the source of water to be used in conjunction with the operations of the use;
(5) the truck wash-out facilities, if any;
(6) the methods of disposing of waste materials associated with operations of the use;
(7) the internal traffic circulation system for operations of the use;
(8) the truck mixing areas; and
(9) the parking and storage areas for all vehicles and equipment associated with operations of the
use.
(CB-47-2018)

70

Provided:
(A) All or part of the property is located within a designated Community Center Edge in the applicable
Master Plan or Sector Plan and abuts property zoned M-X-T; and
(B) A Detailed Site Plan is approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle. Regulations
concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, parking and loading, frontage, setbacks, density,
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landscaping and other requirements of the I-1 Zone shall not apply. All such requirements as established,
and the following additional requirements shall be shown on the Detailed Site Plan:
(1) Total area is 1/2 acre, plus 1,000 contiguous square feet for each person cared for above 10;
(2) Street frontage is at least 150 feet; and
(3) Setback requirement is at least 25 feet from all boundary lines of the property. The Detailed Site
Plan shall include a statement detailing the level of care to be provided for the residents of the facility.
(CB-62-2018)

71

Permitted use if the extent of the use on the property does not exceed a maximum of five (5) acres in size.
The Urban Farm shall not allow noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises. The applicant shall be
required to obtain a Health Department permit if fruits and vegetables are cut up or prepared foods are
being sold to the public. Signage shall be limited to way finding and directional signs.
(CB-14-2019)

72

Provided:
(A) The use shall not cause noxious odors or dust to drift off the premises;
(B) Onsite signage shall be limited to one identification sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area.
Way-finding, directional and interpretative signs educating attendees about urban farming are allowed on
the property;
(C) The use must be maintained in an orderly manner, including litter removal, irrigation, pest control,
and removal of dead or diseased plant materials. All garbage must be removed from the site weekly;
(D) Garbage and compost receptacles at an urban farm shall be screened from the street and adjacent
properties by utilizing landscaping, fencing, or storage within structures;
(E) The use shall be required to obtain all necessary permits as applicable, including for accessory
structures and signage,
(F) Notwithstanding Section 27-107.01(243.8), incidental sales are permitted onsite, provided all other
regulations of the zone are met. For the purposes of this footnote, incidental sales shall be defined as up to
three times per week.
(CB-14-2019)

73

Crop plantings shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the front and rear street lines, and ten
(10) feet from any other residential zone.
(CB-14-2019)

74

If the use conducts business outdoors, said use shall comply with the life safety requirements of Section
27-261(j)(11)-(12).
(CB-7-2020)

75

Permitted use, without approval of a Special Exception, provided that:
(a) The use is located on property with a minimum land area of fifty (50) acres;
(b) The property is shown as an industrial use on the applicable Master Plan;
(c) The property has been used as a sand and gravel operation since at least January 1, 1960;
(d) The concrete recycling facility use will be an extension of the existing, valid industrial use on the
property; and
(e) Concrete recycling facility components having the potential for generating adverse noise, dust, or
vibration impacts shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from the boundary lines of the subject
property adjoining any land in any Residential Zone, and one hundred (100) feet from the boundaries of
the subject property adjoining any land in any Industrial Zone. Other fixed installations (including
automobile parking, settling ponds, and office uses) shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from
the boundaries of the subject property adjoining any land in any Residential Zone.
(f) The permit or site plan and accompanying information shall show:
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(1) The components of the concrete recycling facility;
(2) The daily capacity of the facility;
(3) The location of all material stockpiles;
(4) The settling ponds, if any;
(5) The source of water to be used in the operation;
(6) Truck wash-out facilities, if any;
(7) The methods of disposing of waste materials; and
(8) The internal traffic circulation system
(g) Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the permit or site plan, and shall be located so
as to not endanger pedestrians or create traffic hazards. The applicant shall identify the dust-control
measures to be used on the driveways and the interior traffic circulation system. Any ingress or egress
driveway shall have a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet and shall be paved for a distance of at least
one hundred (100) feet from the boundary line of the property.
(h) A permit application shall be accompanied by the following:
(1) An approved storm water concept plan;
(2) A preliminary noise assessment demonstrating compliance with the Maximum Allowable Noise
Levels (dBA), in accordance with Subtitle 19 of this Code;
(3) A horizontal profile illustrating all structures and stockpiles;
(4) A grading plan that illustrates existing and proposed topography; and
(5) A traffic analysis which includes the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the operation
and identifies the streets to be used between the site and the nearest other street (to be used) that has a
minimum paved width of twenty-four (24) feet for its predominant length.
(CB-54-2020)
76

Permitted use, subject to the provisions of Section 27-475.06.10 of this Subtitle.
(CB-63-2020)

77

Permitted use without a Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan approval process, provided:
(a) The use is located on property that is adjacent to property that is at least 100 acres in size and is
located in the I-2 Zone;
(b) The use is located on property that is adjacent to a CSX rail line property; and
(c) Except for net lot area and outdoor storage, the regulations applicable to development in the I-3 Zone
shall not apply. Development of the use shall conform with the regulations for development of property in
the I-2 Zone.
(CB-23-2021)

78

Permitted use, provided:
(A) The property is classified in the I-3 Zone pursuant to a Sectional Map Amendment approved before
July 1, 2010;
(B) The property is proposed for employment uses in the most recently approved applicable Master Plan;
and
(C) The Department or variety store use is a thrift store conducted within a wholly enclosed building on
property owned by a non-profit organization, including a Church or similar place of Worship.
(CB-44-2021)

79

Provided:
(A) The property fronts on a roadway with a functional transportation classification of arterial within the
applicable Master Plan;
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(B) The property contains a minimum of seven (7) acres of land.
(C) The preliminary plan of subdivision for the proposed development shall include land in both the I-1
and C-O zones;
(D) Each multifamily building shall consist of at least three stories and be served by an elevator;
(E) The density approved may not exceed 48 dwelling units per acre;
(F) Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval in accordance with Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
Regulations concerning the height of structure, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density, and
other requirements of the underlying zones shall not apply. All such requirements shall be established and
shown on the Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-89-2021)
80

Provided:
(A) The property is located less than one mile from the District of Columbia;
(B) The property is located less than 50 feet from property located in the R-55 Zone;
(C) The use is located on a lot or parcel consisting of at least 1.5 but no more than 2.5 acres; and
(D) The use shall be located on property abutted on four (4) sides by land located in an industrial zone, at
the time of commencement of the funeral parlor, undertaking establishment.
(E) The minimum side and rear yard setbacks shall be at least fifty (50) feet each, when adjoining land in
any Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for
a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan; AND
(F) If the subject property is located in an Industrial Zone, it shall contain at least one and one-half (1
1/2) contiguous acres.
(CB-101-2021)

(c)
Any lawful commercial use shall be allowed on land which was classified in the I-1 or I-2 Zone on or before
October 27, 1970, that was developed as an integrated shopping center having a gross floor area of at least one
hundred thousand (100,000) square feet as of that date, subject to the following:
(1)
If the use is listed in the Table of Uses (Subsection (b) of this Section) as being permitted (P), or permitted as a
(PA) or (PB) use, the use shall be allowed in accordance with the provisions of this Section applicable to that
use;
(2)
If the use is listed in the Table of Uses for the Commercial Zones (Section 27-461(b)) as a use permitted by
Special Exception (SE) in the C-S-C Zone, the use may only be allowed in accordance with all of the provisions
of this Subtitle applicable to the C-S-C Zone (including the approval of a Special Exception for the use), even
though the property is classified in the I-1 or I-2 Zone, unless the use is otherwise allowed in Subsection (b) of
this Section.
(CB-28-1984; CB-33-1984; CB-50-1984; CB-71-1984; CB-84-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-108-1984; CB-19-1985;
CB-64-1995)
DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
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Sec. 27-474. - Regulations.
(a)
Regulations tables.
(1)
The following tables contain additional regulations for development in the Industrial Zones.
(b) TABLE 1 - SETBACKS (Minimum in Feet)
ZONE
USE

I-1

I-2

I-3

I-4

25

25

4,10

4,10

-

25 4,10

Freeway

-

-

50 9,10

-

All Except Freeway

-

-

30 9,10,11

-

-

-

50 1,3,10

-

20

20

6,10

6,10

-

75 10

20

20

6,10

6,10

-

75 10

-

-

20 2,3,10,11

-

30

30

-

30 5

-

None 10

The height
8,10,11 of
the taller
building

The height
8,10 of
the taller
building

From street:
In General

From adjoining land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be
used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan):
All Yards
Side Yard
Rear Yard
From adjoining land in any nonresidential zone:
All Yards
Side Yard
Rear Yard

Between unattached buildings

5,6,10 5,6,10

None None
7,10

7,10

1

Plus one (1) foot for each foot of building height up to a maximum of one hundred twenty-five (125) feet
required.

2

Plus one (1) foot for each foot of building height up to a maximum of seventy-five (75) feet required.

3

Including surface parking and loading areas, except that fifty percent (50%) of this additional required
yard (created under Footnote 1 or 2) may be used for surface parking.
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4

For this regulation, a street shall mean a right-of-way line, as shown on the current approved Master Plan,
Functional Master Plan of Transportation, or General Plan, Prince George's County Capital Improvement
Program, or Maryland State five (5) Year Highway Construction Program, whichever indicates the
greatest right-of-way width. Any other street shall be deemed to have a right-of-way of at least seventy
(70) feet.

5

May be one (1) or two (2) side yards for a total of thirty (30) feet.

6

Plus one-third (1/3) foot for every one (1) foot of building height above thirty (30) feet shall be provided.

7

Except that if the building is more than thirty (30) feet high, a setback of one-third (1/3) foot for every
one (1) foot of building height above thirty (30) feet shall be provided.

8

With a minimum of twenty-five (25) and a maximum one hundred fifty (150) feet required.

9

Applies to surface parking and loading area.

10

Towers, whips, poles, and antennae and supporting structures, excluding guy wires, shall be set back onehalf (1/2) foot for each foot of structure height.
(CB-8-1990; CB-123-1994)

11

For property located within one (1) mile of any land owned by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority and used as a rail transit station with the exception of property located in a Development
District Overlay Zone or a Transit District Overlay Zone, the minimum setback from any street except a
Freeway, in all yards from adjoining land in any non-residential zone and the minimum setback between
unattached buildings shall be ten (10) feet.
(CB-15-2008)

(c) TABLE II - NET LOT AREA (Minimum in Square Feet)
ZONE
USE
Each lot

1

I-1

I-2

-

-

I-3

I-4

87,120
1

The net lot area may be less than that required, if the lot was classified in the I-3 Zone either before
October 31, 1977, or by a Sectional Map Amendment, provided the owner does not own abutting
undeveloped property zoned I-3 that could be used to satisfy the required area.

(d) TABLE III - LOT FRONTAGE (Minimum In Feet)
ZONE
USE

I-1 I-2 I-3 I-4

Frontage:
On a street other than a cul-de-sac

-

-

150

On a cul-de-sac

-

-

75
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(e) TABLE IV - BUILDING COVERAGE AND GREEN AREA
ZONE
USE

I-1 I-2 I-3 I-4

Building coverage (Maximum % of net lot area)

-

-

45 2 30 1

Green area (Minimum % of net lot area)

10

10

25 2 25

1

For a one (1) story building, only. Buildings exceeding a height of one (1) story must have a lesser lot
coverage, in order to maintain a floor area ratio of 0.3 (or less).

2

For property located within one mile of any land owned by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority and used as a rail transit station with the exception of property located in a Development
District Overlay Zone or a Transit District Overlay Zone, the maximum percentage of building coverage
shall be ninety percent (90%) and the minimum green area shall be ten percent (10%).
(CB-15-2008)

Sec. 27-474.01. - Regulation tables for the U-L-I Zone.
(a)
The following tables contain additional regulations governing building setbacks, building height, landscaping,
and signs in the U-L-I Zone.
(b)
Existing buildings at the time a rezoning to the U-L-I Zone is approved are considered to be legally existing, and
shall not be considered nonconforming. The following regulations shall apply to any building expansion or new
construction.
(c)
For purposes of the U-L-I Zone, the street line shall mean the existing right-of-way line, unless the Master Plan
of Transportation recommends a specific right-of-way or the County Capital Improvements Program or State
Consolidated Transportation Program includes construction funds to widen the road.
(d)
Setbacks.
A maximum of 10 feet or the average of the setbacks
of the main buildings on the block, whichever is
(1) From a street with a right-of-way of 50 feet or less
greater, unless modified by the Planning Board in
accordance with Division 6 of this Part
(2) From a street with a right-of-way exceeding 50
feet

To be determined by the Planning Board in accordance
with Division 6 of this Part

(3) Side or Rear Yards abutting land in a commercial
or industrial zone

None

(4) Side or rear yards abutting residentially-zoned land In accordance with Part 4.7 of the Landscape Manual,
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or land in another zone used for residential purposes

unless modified by the Planning Board in accordance
with Division 6 of this Part

(e)
Height (maximum in feet).

(1) In general

35 feet, except a building shall not exceed the height
of the main building on any adjoining property by
more than twelve (12) feet, except in accordance with
Division 6 of this Part

(f)
Building coverage and green area.
(1) Building coverage

100%, unless reduced for reasons of compatibility in
accordance with Division 6 of this Part

(2) Green area

0%, unless required for reasons of compatibility in
accordance with Division 6 of this Part

(g)
Signs.
(1)
The following regulations shall apply to all on-site signs in the U-L-I Zone. Variations to these regulations may
be approved in accordance with Division 6 of this Part.
(A)
Location.
(i)
Signs must be located on the front wall of the building in a band not less than eight (8) feet and no more than
fourteen (14) feet high. In no case shall the band be higher than the lowest point of the roof of the building.
(ii)
In the case of the attached buildings, the sign band location, if signs are proposed, shall be uniform across the
front of the building.
(B)
Height.
(i)
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Signs shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches in height.
(C)
Color.
(i)
The sign band defined in paragraphs (1) and (2), above, shall have one (1) background color and shall be
uniform on any building or group of attached buildings.
(ii)
Any individual sign may have a maximum of five (5) colors, including black and white.
(D)
Area.
(i)
The area of all signs shall be not more than one and one-half (1 1/2) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of
width along the front of the building (measured along the wall facing the front of the lot or the wall containing
the principal entrance to the building, whichever is greater), to a maximum of eighty (80) square feet.
(CB-1-1994)
DIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-475. - Mobile homes; trailers.
Mobile homes or trailers (designed for human occupancy) used for business purposes are buildings requiring
building permits.
Sec. 27-475.01. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
In order for any surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing operations upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All surface mining and sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations.
(2)
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For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighboring streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any streets; and
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the requirements of
Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-475.02. - Day care center for children.
(a)
A day care center for children permitted (P) in the Table of Uses in the I-1, I-2, and I-3 Zones shall be subject to
the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
An ample outdoor play or activity area shall be provided, in accordance with the following:
(i)
All outdoor play areas shall have at least seventy-five (75) square feet of play space per child for fifty percent
(50%) of the licensed capacity or seventy-five (75) square feet per child for the total number of children to use
the play area at one (1) time, whichever is greater;
(ii)
All outdoor play areas shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and
shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least four (4) feet in height;
(iii)
A greater set back from adjacent properties or uses or a higher fence may be required by the Planning Board if it
determines that it is needed to protect the health and safety of the children utilizing the play area;
(iv)
An off-premises outdoor play or activity area shall be located in proximity to the day care center, and shall be
safely accessible without crossing (at grade) any hazardous area, such as a street or driveway;
(v)
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The play area shall contain sufficient shade during the warmer months to afford protection from the sun;
(vi)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided on the play area if it is used before or after daylight hours to insure safe
operation of the area; and
(vii)
Outdoor play shall be limited to the hours between 7 A.M. and 9 P.M.
(2)
Site Plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the center, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
In addition to the submittal requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall show:
(i)
The proposed enrollment;
(ii)
The location and use of all buildings on adjoining lots; and
(iii)
The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas.
(3)
Enrollment.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the largest number of students enrolled in the center in
any one (1) session.
(CB-33-1986; CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-475.03. - Adult Rehabilitation Centers.
(a)
Adult Rehabilitation Centers permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
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(A)
The Center shall be owned and operated by a bona fide nonprofit organization within the County, organized for
the purpose of promoting any charitable, benevolent, educational, or religious objective, and not organized for
the private profit or gain of any member of the organization.
(B)
The Center shall be located on a minimum of five (5) acres of land and shall have three (3) separate components:
(i)
Residential, providing room and board for the beneficiaries (may also include administrative offices, chapel,
infirmary, recreation room, etc.);
(ii)
Industrial, providing workshop areas for the beneficiaries and/or staff to refurbish or repair donated goods for
resale, such as furniture, appliances, toys, and clothing; providing a receiving area for the wholly enclosed
storage of the unrefurbished and refurbished goods; and providing a loading dock for the receipt and transit of
the goods; and
(iii)
Retail, providing for the sale of the donated goods to the public.
(C)
The residential component shall be located or oriented to the interior of the site to mitigate potential adverse
impacts of adjacent industrial or commercial uses. Where this is not possible, screening shall be provided to
shield the residential component from noise, dust, or activity generated by adjacent commercial or industrial
uses.
(D)
The residential component shall be designed to achieve the maximum degree of privacy for the beneficiaries.
(E)
Access by the general public shall be limited to the administrative offices and the retail component, and the
hours of operation of the retail component shall be restricted to 9:00 A.M. to 9:30 P.M., Monday through
Saturday.
(F)
Any beneficiary must commit to a ninety (90) day minimum residence at the Center.
(G)
A staff of a minimum of one (1) person for each ten (10) beneficiaries shall be at the facility at all times.
(H)
There shall be no outdoor storage of articles found to be unsuitable for refurbishing or resale and such articles
shall be promptly removed and properly disposed of.
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(I)
Any beneficiary shall be discharged upon completion of the program, as determined by the operation of the
facility, and shall not be housed for an extended or indefinite period of time on the premises.
(J)
There shall be no outdoor display of articles offered for resale.
(K)
Window advertisements or banners shall be prohibited.
(L)
The parking space requirements shall be computed as follows:
(i)
For the retail component, the parking shall be calculated according to the requirements set forth in Section 27568(a)(5)(A) of this Subtitle;
(ii)
For the residential and industrial components, the parking shall be based on one (1) parking space per every four
(4) beneficiaries based upon the maximum number of beneficiaries allowed at the facility; and
(iii)
For the staff, the parking requirements shall be based on one (1) parking space per staff member identified on the
Detailed Site Plan.
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the Center, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
In addition to the submittal requirements for a Detailed Site Plan set forth in Part 3, Division 9, the location and
area of the residential, industrial, and retail components of the Center and the number of proposed beneficiaries
and staff shall be identified.
(CB-108-1987)
Sec. 27-475.04. - Consolidated Storage.
(a)
Beginning June 23, 1988, a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for consolidated storage developments in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle to insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
Consolidated storage constructed pursuant to a building permit issued prior to this date; consolidated storage for
which grading permits were issued prior to this date, subject to Subsection (b); and consolidated storage for
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which applications for building permits were filed on September 22, 1987, and which are actively pending as of
October 25, 1988, subject to Subsection (b), need not meet these requirements.
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
No entrances to individual consolidated storage units shall be visible from a street or from adjoining land in any
Residential or Commercial Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential or commercial purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan).
(B)
Entrances to individual consolidated storage units shall be either oriented toward the interior of the development
or completely screened from view by a solid wall, with landscaping along the outside thereof.
(C)
The maximum height shall be thirty-six (36) feet. Structures exceeding this height and approved before January
1, 2000, shall not be considered nonconforming.
(D)
Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Section, the expansion of an existing consolidated storage use
within a building in the I-1 Zone after November 30, 2016, shall be limited to a maximum of fifty (50)
additional individual units and may not be less than one-half mile from another consolidated storage use in the I1 Zone. However, this Section shall not apply to a consolidated storage use expansion constructed pursuant to an
approved preliminary plan, final plat, and detailed site plan, where the consolidated storage use is adequately
buffered from view from any public right-of-way.
(b)
In order for a consolidated storage for which a grading permit had been issued prior to June 23, 1988, or for
which application for a building permit was filed on September 22, 1987, and which is actively pending as of
October 25, 1988, to be exempted from the Detailed Site Plan requirement of Subsection (a), the permit
application or the attendant site plan must identify the consolidated storage as the proposed use, and the
warehouse must comply with paragraph 1 of Subsection (a). In addition, a proposed consolidated storage use
within a business park development project with existing and proposed uses, within a detailed site plan
application, filed and accepted by the Planning Board, and which is actively pending, pursuant to an approved
preliminary plan of subdivision in a valid status as of November 30, 2016 shall be exempt from the prescriptions
of Subsection (a) of this Section.
(c)
Unless otherwise exempted from the prescriptions of this Section, consolidated storage shall be a permitted use
in the I-1 Zone, subject to the following additional requirements:
(i)
A detailed site plan is approved for the proposed development of the use, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9
of this Subtitle;
(ii)
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The required technical staff report prepared and submitted to the administrative record for the detailed site plan
application shall include a current, countywide inventory of the locations, dates of approval, and any conditions
of approval for consolidated storage uses located on property within one-half mile of the boundaries of the
property on which the proposed consolidated storage use will be located; and
(iii)
The Planning Board and/or the District Council shall consider, in its review of a detailed site plan application
pursuant to this Section, the inventory submitted to the administrative record in accordance with Subsection (b)
of this Section, above, for purposes of finding conformance with the required findings of approval set forth in
Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(CB-32-1988; CB-111-1988; CB-45-1999; CB-29-2000; CB-26-2016)
Sec. 27-475.05. - Waste material separation and processing facility.
(a)
Waste material separation and processing facilities permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
All separation and processing operations, including storage of solid waste, shall be confined to the interior of a
wholly enclosed building.
(B)
The site of the facility shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) contiguous acres.
(C)
The State of Maryland has issued all necessary permits, including a Solid Waste Management Permit and an Air
Quality Permit for the facility.
(D)
Processing of solid waste must begin within twenty-four (24) hours of reaching the site.
(E)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall have the right to inspect the facility at any
time for compliance with the applicable regulations.
(CB-77-1990; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-475.06. - Trash removal services.
(a)
Trash removal services permitted (P) in the Table of Uses in the I-1 Zone shall be subject to the following:
(1)
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Requirements.
(A)
Trash collected by this business shall not be brought to or stored upon the property.
(B)
The subject property shall be more than one thousand (1,000) feet from any land in a Residential Zone, or land
that is used for residential purposes or proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan,
Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan.
(C)
The subject property shall not be adjacent to, or across an industrial right-of-way from, an office building
consisting of at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet, and which is occupied by at least three (3) unrelated
tenants.
(2)
Site Plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the use, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
In addition to the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the following requirements shall be complied with:
(i)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan, and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards;
(ii)
The applicant shall identify measures that will be taken to control noxious and offensive odors;
(iii)
The Planning Board shall find that:
(aa)
The proposed hours of operation and anticipated traffic, odor, and noise levels will not be detrimental to the use
of adjacent properties and in the general neighborhood; and
(bb)
The location of the proposed use is appropriate, given the nature of development and uses on adjoining
properties and in the general neighborhood.
(CB-82-1991)
Sec. 27-475.06.01. - Private schools.
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(a)
Private schools permitted (P) in the Table of Uses in accordance with this Section shall be limited to schools
which offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department of
Education or a complete program of academic elementary (including kindergarten), junior high (middle), or
senior high school education, and shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
An outdoor playground or activity area shall be provided. It shall contain at least one hundred (100) square feet
of usable space per student, unless the private school is for special education students and the owner or applicant
demonstrates that less usable space per student will be adequate. In no case shall the playground or activity area
have less than twenty-five (25) square feet per student. The area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet
from any dwelling on an adjoining lot and buffered from adjoining uses in accordance with the provisions of the
Landscape Manual. The area shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high for
grades six (6) and below, and at least five (5) feet high for other grades, with the following exception:
(i)
A private school which has been in continuous operation since January 1, 1970, may satisfy these fencing
requirements by providing another type of barrier that is subject to approval by the State Department of Human
Resources.
(B)
The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the use of existing public schools which have been conveyed
by the Prince George's County Board of Education to either Prince George's County or any municipality within
the County, provided the County or municipality:
(i)
Maintains ownership of the facility and operates a school in it; or
(ii)
Leases the facility for use as a private school (of any type).
(2)
Site plans.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all private schools, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(CB-14-1994; CB-59-2000)
Sec. 27-475.06.02. - Wireless telecommunications facilities.
(a)
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Antennas, monopoles, and related equipment buildings for wireless telecommunications facilities permitted (P)
in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1)
The antenna shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall be attached to a public utility, radio, television, telecommunications, or broadcasting tower/monopole; a
light pole; an existing building; a structure owned by a municipality, the Board of Education for Prince George's
County, or by Prince George's County; or a structure owned and primarily used by a government agency that is
exempt from the requirements of this Subtitle;
(B)
On privately owned land, it shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other safety
reasons;
(C)
It shall not exceed the following dimensions:
(i)
Twenty (20) feet in length and seven (7) inches in diameter for whips;
(ii)
Ten (10) feet in length and two (2) feet in width for panels;
(iii)
Seven (7) feet in length and one (1) foot in diameter for cylinders; or
(iv)
Seven (7) feet in diameter for parabolic dishes.
(2)
The monopole shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
The maximum height shall be one hundred seventy-five (175) feet.
(B)
The minimum setback from adjoining land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan) or any dwelling unit
shall be a distance equal to the height of the structure measured from the base to the property lines of such
residentially zoned property or dwelling unit; otherwise, it shall be set back a minimum of forty (40) feet from
any street and twenty (20) feet from any yard.
(C)
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On privately owned land, the structure shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or
other safety reasons.
(D)
The structure shall be designed, galvanized, and/or painted in a manner which is harmonious with surrounding
properties.
(E)
The applicant shall provide a certification from a registered engineer that the structure will meet the applicable
design standards for wind loads of the Electronic Industries Association (EIA) for Prince George's County.
(F)
Any monopole which is no longer used for telecommunications purposes for a continuous period of one (1) year
shall be removed by the monopole owner at owner's expense.
(3)
The tower shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
The maximum height shall be one hundred seventy-five (175) feet.
(B)
The minimum setback from adjoining land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan) or any dwelling unit
shall be a distance equal to the height of the structure measured from the base to the property lines of such
residentially zoned property; otherwise, it shall be set back to a minimum of forty (40) feet from any street and
twenty (20) feet from any yard.
(C)
On privately owned land, the structure shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or
other safety reasons.
(D)
The structure shall be designed, galvanized, and/or painted in a manner which is harmonious with surrounding
properties.
(E)
The applicant shall provide a certification from a registered engineer that the structure will meet the applicable
design standards for wind loads of the Electronic Industries Association (EIA) for Prince George's County.
(F)
Any structure which is no longer used for telecommunications purposes for a continuous period of one (1) year
shall be removed by the tower owner at owner's expense.
(4)
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The related telecommunications equipment building or enclosure shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall not be more than five hundred sixty (560) square feet in gross floor area or twelve (12) feet in height.
(B)
The building or enclosure shall be screened by means of landscaping or berming to one hundred percent (100%)
opacity.
(CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997; CB-13-198; CB-65-2000)
Sec. 27-475.06.03. - Metro Planned Community.
(a)
Purposes:
(1)
To promote the optimum use of the transit facilities by assuring the orderly development of land in transit station
development areas and access, both vehicular and pedestrian, to metro stations;
(2)
To promote the orderly development and redevelopment of land in the vicinity of major interchanges, major
intersections, and major transit stops so that these areas will enhance the economic status of the County and
provide an expanding source of desirable employment and living opportunities for its citizens;
(3)
To conserve the value of land and buildings by maximizing the public and private development potential
inherent in the location of the zone which might otherwise become scattered throughout and outside the County,
to its detriment;
(4)
To promote the effective and optimum use of transit and other major transportation systems;
(5)
To facilitate and encourage a twenty-four (24) hour environment to ensure continuing functioning of the project
after workday hours through a maximum of activity and the interaction between the uses and those who live,
work in, or visit the area;
(6)
To encourage diverse land uses which blend together harmoniously;
(7)
To create dynamic, functional relationships among individual uses within a distinctive visual character and
identity;
(8)
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To promote optimum land planning with greater efficiency through the use of economies of scale and savings in
energy beyond the scope of single-purpose projects;
(9)
To permit a flexible response to the market;
(10)
To provide for the needs of the workers and residents within a Metro Planned Community;
(11)
To provide the maximum amount of freedom possible in the architectural design of buildings and their grouping
and layout within the area classified in this zone in order to provide an opportunity and incentive to the
developer to achieve excellence in physical, social, and economic planning; to stimulate the coordinated,
harmonious, and systematic development of the area within the zone, the area surrounding the zone, and the
Regional District as a whole; to prevent detrimental effects to the use or development of adjacent properties or
the surrounding neighborhoods; and to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and future
inhabitants of the Regional District and County as a whole;
(12)
To promote orderly development and attract an appropriate mix of quality employment, residential, retail
shopping, restaurant, entertainment, and lodging development in the vicinity of major transit stops;
(13)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of these projects and their response to the market while phasing out
heavy industrial uses; and
(14)
To promote the application of, and to be in conformance with, the planning recommendations, strategies, and/or
guidelines for Metro Station areas included in existing community or area Master Plans and Sectional Map
Amendments;
(15)
To preserve and/or mitigate environmentally-sensitive areas and significant natural features.
(b)
A Metro Planned Community permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
Multifamily housing within a Metro Planned Community which is upscale and luxurious in building
construction and amenities for use at appropriate locations within the community should be provided. In order to
ensure that the overall residential component conveys an atmosphere of appropriate quality and sophistication,
any Conceptual Site Plan for the overall development shall provide for the following:
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(i)
Party and/or community rooms with kitchen, minimum size of three (3) square feet per dwelling unit;
(ii)
Fitness facilities, a minimum size of four (4) square feet per dwelling unit, which includes exercise/weight
equipment, sauna/steam room, dance floor for aerobic and exercise classes and/or swimming pool;
(iii)
Landscaped gardens which may include arbors, courtyards, fountains, and custom features such as walls, fences,
and other ornaments;
(iv)
Business center with 24-hour access and a computer with a fax/modem, a printer, a fax machine, and a copy
machine.
(B)
In order to ensure that individual residential units within the community are of continuing character and quality,
any Detailed Site Plan for such development shall require each multifamily unit to include the following:
(i)
Wall-to-wall carpeting and/or hardwood floors for all rooms, except kitchens (and related spaces), baths, foyers,
laundry closets, balconies, and sunrooms;
(ii)
Nine (9) foot high interior ceilings within seventy-five percent (75%) of interior living space;
(iii)
Crown moldings in living and dining rooms;
(iv)
Kitchens with self-cleaning ovens, microwave ovens in fifty percent (50%) of the units, garbage disposals, frostfree refrigerators with automatic icemakers, dishwashers, pantry cabinet or option for a gourmet kitchen with a
grill, double ovens, or island counter;
(v)
Individual heating and air-conditioning system;
(vi)
Full-size washer and dryer in each unit;
(vii)
Separate bathroom and bath for the master bedroom with an option for a separate tub and shower in every two
(2) bedroom units;
(viii)
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Eight (8) foot sliding glass patio doors, except on ground floor units which may have French doors;
(ix)
(Five (5) foot high standard windows;
(x)
Walk-in closets in fifty percent (50%) of the units;
(xi)
Gas fireplace in fifty percent (50%) of the units;
(xii)
Wiring for pay/cable television and locations for three (3) telephone lines;
(xiii)
Individual front door lock system (the capability to electronically unlock the buildings' front door from the unit
with an integrated telephone/speaker system) or a gated community with a security system to open the front
gate;
(xiv)
Optional burglar/intrusion alarms;
(xv)
Exterior balcony or sun room for the majority of units;
(xvi)
For units on the top floors, cathedral ceilings in fifty percent (50%) of such units.
(C)
Amenities for the residents and workers in any office/employment component within a Metro Planned
Community not ordinarily found in conventional zoning classifications should be provided. In order to ensure
that the overall office/employment component conveys an atmosphere of appropriate quality and sophistication,
any Conceptual Site Plan for the overall development shall provide for the following:
(i)
Open arcades, enclosed pedestrian space, rooftop activities, outdoor plazas, theatre, green area in excess of
minimum requirements, structured parking, distinctive streetscape or parking area design or furnishings, or other
appropriate features and amenities;
(ii)
Masonry construction such as brick or stone, custom-designed and built;
(iii)
Special treatment for building entryways such as brick pavers, monumental signage, public art;
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(iv)
Landscaped gardens which may include: arbors, courtyards, public art, fountains or other water features, clocktowers, and custom features such as walls and fences;
(v)
Outdoor seating and eating areas;
(vi)
Special outdoor lighting;
(vii)
"Grand" lobbies which may include: minimum two (2) story, twenty-four (24) hour security guard, fountains,
public art, marble or granite floors, walls;
(viii)
Full-service cafeterias within building;
(ix)
Spas, fitness facilities within building;
(x)
Child care centers within building;
(xi)
Parking garage, underground parking;
(xii)
Hidden HVAC and utilities;
(xiii)
Orientation or buffering of parking so that negative impacts to adjacent properties are reduced;
(xiv)
Stormwater management pond as an amenity which may include walkways or seating areas around pond,
fountains;
(xv)
Incorporation of retail uses as part of an office building;
(xvi)
Special treatment for entrance into the development;
(xvii)
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Public meeting space.
(D)
Well-maintained, easily accessible, and well-connected open space facilities shall be planned;
(E)
The maximum height permitted for buildings within the overall development shall be determined in the process
of Conceptual Site Plan review. In approving height limits, the Planning Board shall take into consideration the
size of the lot or parcel, the relationship of the building or buildings to surrounding uses, the need to preserve
light and air for the residents of the development and residents of surrounding properties, and other factors
relevant to height of the building;
(F)
Private and/or public vehicular access shall be sufficient to accommodate the traffic generated by the project;
(G)
Setbacks, tree conservation, landscaping and screening, green space, lot coverage, and parking and loading shall
be addressed in the Conceptual Site Plan approval, at which time flexibility to the minimum requirements for
these items may be considered; and
(H)
At least two (2) of the following three (3) categories of uses shall be included in the Conceptual Site Plan:
(i)
Retail businesses;
(ii)
Office, research, or industrial uses; or
(iii)
Dwellings, hotel or motel.
(2)
Site Plan.
(A)
A Conceptual Site Plan and Detailed Site Plan(s) will be approved for the use, in accordance with Part 3,
Division 9, of this Subtitle to insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
A pedestrian mobility and bicycle accessibility analysis shall be performed to determine the best, safest, and
most convenient location for street and station furniture, bicycle storage racks, and linkages.
(C)
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At least thirty (30) days prior to the submission of a Conceptual Site Plan in accordance with the provisions of
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, the Applicant shall submit a preliminary informational Conceptual Site Plan
to any municipality within which the property is located and any municipality located within one (1) mile of the
subject property for the purpose of allowing the public to gain knowledge about the conceptual development
themes. The applicant shall submit to the Planning Board evidence of compliance with this requirement with the
submission of a Conceptual Site Plan.
(D)
In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, for Conceptual Site Plans, the following
information shall be included with plans for the use:
(i)
The type and location of uses proposed and the range of square footage anticipated to be devoted to each;
(ii)
The physical and functional relationship of the project uses and components;
(iii)
The proposed floor area ratio;
(iv)
The proposed sequence of development;
(v)
Provision of a comprehensive program to protect, preserve, enhance, restore, and/or mitigate environmentallysensitive areas, including wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes, unstable soils, woodlands, streams, and rivers;
(vi)
A general description of the pedestrian system proposed;
(vii)
Areas proposed for landscaping and screening;
(viii)
An economic analysis justifying that any proposed retail sales area will support a high-quality, main-street retail
shopping and entertainment complex;
(ix)
A stormwater management concept plan which considers unique site characteristics and bioengineered
techniques which preserve and enhance natural habitats and/or mitigate the effects on these habitats;
(x)
An economic analysis justifying that the market will support an additional hotel, if hotel use is proposed.
(E)
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In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, for Detailed Site Plans, the following information
shall be included on Plans for the use:
(i)
Guidelines for ensuring quality and maintenance of landscaping and open space;
(ii)
The proposed drainage system;
(iii)
All improvements and uses proposed on the property;
(iv)
The proposed floor area ratio of the project and a detailed description of any incentives proposed;
(v)
A refined economic analysis justifying that any proposed retail sales area will support a high-quality, main-street
retail shopping and entertainment complex and evidence of an executed letter of intent from at least one (1)
anchor department store with fashion sophistication at a level designed to attract the upscale customer,
commonly viewed as being well-educated, sophisticated in his/her tastes, and earning in excess of Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($50,000) per year. Department stores under the trade names Bloomingdale's, Lord & Taylor,
Macy's, Neiman Marcus, Nordstrom, and Saks 5th Avenue, or the equivalent (or under trade names then being
used by any of the named department stores, aforesaid) will automatically be deemed to meet the criteria set
forth in the preceding sentence. In no event shall any of the anchor department store tenants initially operate
under a trade name generally associated with, and characterized as, a discount department store such as WalMart, KMart, or Target. Notwithstanding the aforegoing, in no event shall traditional, high-quality, main-street
retail shopping and entertainment complex anchor stores operating under trade names such as Bloomingdale's,
Macy's, Hecht's, Lord & Taylor, Sears, Dillards, JC Penney, Nordstrom, Neiman Marcus, or Saks 5th Avenue be
deemed a discount department store.
(vi)
Supporting evidence which shows that the proposed development will be adequately served within a reasonable
period of time by existing or programmed public facilities shown in the adopted County Capital Improvement
Program, the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, or a Federal Highway Administration (or U.S.
DOT) Program, or by facilities provided by the applicant, unless a finding of adequacy was made at the time of
preliminary plat approval;
(vii)
A refined economic analysis justifying that the market will support an additional hotel, if hotel use is proposed.
(F)
In addition to the findings required for the Planning Board to approve either the Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan
(Part 3, Division 9), the Planning Board shall also find that:
(i)
The proposed development is in conformance with the purposes and other provisions of this Division;
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(ii)
The uses within the proposed development are either physically or visually integrated in order to encourage
interaction between and among the uses within the development and with those who live, work in, or visit the
area;
(iii)
The mix of uses, and the arrangement and design of buildings and other improvements, reflect a cohesive
development capable of sustaining an independent environment of continuing quality and stability;
(iv)
If the development is staged, each building phase is designed as a self-sufficient entity, while allowing for
effective integration of subsequent phases;
(v)
The pedestrian system is convenient and is comprehensively designed to encourage pedestrian activity within
the development and appropriate linkages to the surrounding community;
(vi)
In areas of the development which are to be used for pedestrian activities or as gathering places for people,
adequate attention has been paid to human scale, urban design characteristics, and other amenities, such as the
types and textures of materials, landscaping and screening, street furniture, and lighting (natural and artificial);
(vii)
The proposed development is compatible with existing and proposed development in the vicinity;
(viii)
Unless a finding of adequacy was made at the time of preliminary plat approval, the proposed development will
be adequately served within a reasonable period of time by existing, programmed, or guaranteed transportation
facilities, as follows:
(aa)
Adequate roads will be available to serve the development and all traffic it will generate, or an adopted and
approved Master Plan shows those roads, which have their construction scheduled and one hundred percent
(100%) funded in the current adopted County Capital Improvement Program, State Consolidated Transportation
Program, or Federal Highway Administration Program; and the generated traffic will be accommodated by roads
and intersections in the development's traffic study area, so that they will operate at adequate levels of service, as
defined in the General Plan and the Guidelines for Analysis of Traffic Impact of Development Proposals; or
(bb)
If existing or programmed facilities will not be adequate to serve traffic generated by the development, then the
applicant (and successors or assigns) will fund transportation improvements or trip reduction programs that will
alleviate the inadequacy, through funding guaranteed by the applicant and bonding with either the Federal
Highway Administration, the State Highway Administration, or the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement (said bonding amounts established pursuant to agreements by and between the applicant with the
respective agency) which secures ten percent (10%) of facilities construction costs at the time of Conceptual Site
Plan or Detailed Site Plan;
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(ix)
The proposed development, if it includes a hotel use, will satisfy a public need for an additional hotel in the
market area; and
(x)
For approval of the Detailed Site Plan only in a Metro Planned Community, there is evidence of an executed
letter of intent from at least one (1) anchor department store with fashion sophistication at a level designed to
attract the upscale customer, commonly viewed as being well-educated, sophisticated in his/her tastes, and
earning in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) per year. Department stores operating under the trade
names Bloomingdale's, Lord & Taylor, Macy's, Neiman Marcus, Nordstrom, and Saks 5th Avenue, or the
equivalent (or under trade names then being used by any of the named department stores, aforesaid) will
automatically be deemed to meet the criteria set forth in the preceding sentence. In no event shall any of the
anchor department store tenants initially operate under a trade name generally associated with, and characterized
as, a discount department store such as Wal-Mart, KMart, or Target. Notwithstanding the aforegoing, in no event
shall traditional, high-quality, main-street retail shopping and entertainment complex stores operating under
trade names such as Bloomingdale's, Macy's, Hecht's, Lord & Taylor, Sears, Dillards, JC Penney, Nordstrom,
Neiman Marcus, or Saks 5th Avenue be deemed a discount department store.
(CB-35-1998; CB-47-2000; CB-36-2005; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-475.06.04. - Artists' residential studios and performance arts centers.
(a)
Artists' residential studios permitted by Special Permit (SP) in the use tables shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)
Each artist unit shall combine individual studio and residential space to create an integrated living and working
environment. Artists' residential studios may also provide areas for artists' use as common workspace or
performance, office, or storage space.
(2)
Each artist unit shall have at least 700 square feet of space.
(b)
The following uses are permitted in artists' residential studios and performance arts centers, subject to
restrictions in the definitions of those uses, and with additional restrictions as indicated:
(1)
Offices for artists, arts organizations, community organizations, and municipalities are permitted. All other
office uses are prohibited.
(2)
Uses permitted in the C-S-C Zone in Category (1), Commercial, of the commercial use table in Section 27461(b) are permitted, if they are included in Subcategory (A), Eating or Drinking Establishments; Subcategory
(D), Services; or Subcategory (E), Trade.
(3)
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Uses stated in the commercial use table in Category (2), Institutional/Educational, Category (3), Miscellaneous,
and Category (4), Public/Quasi Public, are permitted.
(4)
All permitted Category (1), Category (2), Category (3), and Category (4) uses shall meet restrictions and
requirements indicated in the commercial use table for the C-S-C Zone.
(c)
The Planning Board shall review all proposed signs when reviewing a Special Permit application for proposed
artists' residential studios or performance arts centers. The signage schedule shall follow the requirements in Part
12 for similar uses, unless the owner shows that its proposed schedule meets the purposes of the sign
regulations.
(d)
Off-street parking requirements in Part 11 do not apply to artists' residential studios or performance arts centers.
(1)
The Planning Board shall review and approve an off-street parking schedule when reviewing a Special Permit
application for the proposed use.
(2)
The Planning Board shall consider the following when reviewing an off-street parking schedule:
(A)
The likelihood that different uses in artists' residential studios or performance arts centers will share parking
spaces because of variations in times of peak demand;
(B)
The availability of on-street parking or other parking on nearby properties;
(C)
The availability of public transit for residents, patrons, or visitors; and
(D)
Parking requirements in Part 11 that would apply to similar uses.
(CB-12-2001)
Sec. 27-475.06.05. - MARC Planned Community.
(a)
Purposes:
(1)
To promote the optimum use of transit facilities by assuring the orderly development of land in transit station
development areas and access, both vehicular and pedestrian, to transit stations;
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(2)
To promote the orderly development and redevelopment of land in the vicinity of mass transit rail stations so
that these areas will enhance the economic status of the County and provide an expanding source of desirable
employment and living opportunities for its citizens;
(3)
To maximize the value of land, infrastructure and buildings by increasing the public and private investment and
development potential inherent in the location of the mass transit rail station which might otherwise become
scattered throughout and outside the County, to its detriment;
(4)
To promote the effective and optimum use of mass transit rail station;
(5)
To permit a flexible response to the market;
(6)
To provide for the needs of the workers and residents within a MARC Planned Community;
(7)
To provide appropriate flexibility in the architectural design of buildings and their grouping and layout within
the area classified as a MARC Planned Community in order to provide an opportunity and incentive to the
developer to achieve excellence in physical, social, and economic planning, to stimulate the coordinated,
harmonious, and systematic development of a MARC Planned Community, the area surrounding the use, and the
Regional District as a whole; to prevent detrimental effects to the use or development of adjacent properties or
the surrounding neighborhoods; and to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and future
inhabitants of the Regional District and County as a whole;
(8)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of a MARC Planned Community and its response to the market
while phasing out heavy industrial uses; and
(9)
To maximize the value of existing or planned public infrastructure.
(b)
A MARC Planned Community permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
The open space facilities shall be planned to be well maintained, easily accessible, and well connected, and shall
include:
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(i)
Pedestrian circulation to the MARC station from the MARC Planned Community and adjacent neighborhoods;
and
(ii)
Green spaces of scale and facilities appropriate for the immediate residents;
(B)
The MARC Planned Community shall provide adequate private and/or public vehicular access to adjacent public
rights-of-way to accommodate the traffic generated by the MARC Planned Community;
(C)
The MARC Planned Community shall include each of the following three (3) categories of uses:
(i)
Retail;
(ii)
Office, research, or industrial;
(iii)
Residential.
(D)
Regulations restricting the height of structures, lot size and coverage, frontage, setbacks, density and intensity,
dwelling unit types and other requirements of the specific zone in which the use is proposed shall not apply to
uses and structures provided in this Section. The dimensions, percentages and development data shown on the
approved Detailed Site Plan shall not be inconsistent with the area Master Plan or a Sector Plan and will
constitute the regulations for development of a MARC Planned Community.
(E)
Development within a MARC Planned Community shall be situated so that uses generating a minimum of fifty
(50) percent of all trips proposed in the entire MARC Planned Community shall be located no further than one
thousand three hundred twenty (1,320) feet (1/4 mile) from the center of the mass transit rail station platform.
(2)
Site Plan.
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the use in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle to
ensure compliance with the provisions of the Section. If the first Detailed Site Plan does not include the entire
MARC Planned Community area, the applicant shall submit in addition to the other filing requirements, a
concept and phasing plan concurrent with the first Detailed Site Plan for the entire MARC Planned Community
which shall include the proposed residential density and non-residential intensity. Any future expansion of the
MARC Planned Community that was not included in a concept and phasing plan filed concurrently with the first
Detailed Site Plan may occur only upon the approval of a Conceptual Site Plan at the sole discretion of the
District Council.
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(CB-21-2006)
Sec. 27-475.06.06. - Adult Entertainment.
(a)
The hours of operation shall be limited to 5:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m.
(b)
The establishment shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from any school, or any other building or
use providing adult entertainment and at least one thousand (1,000) feet from any residential zone or land used
for residential purposes in any zone.
(CB-46-2010; CB-56-2011)
Sec. 27-475.06.07. - Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions.
(a)
The purposes of this Section are:
(1)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area, including noise, dust and traffic;
(2)
To prevent or control detrimental effects upon the subject property, including excessive crowding of vehicles,
discarded vehicle parts and other debris, and environmental contamination from fluids or chemical residues; and
(3)
To prevent or control untreated stormwater runoff, which may include residues from exhaust fumes, brake pads,
gasoline and motor oil, to ensure that harmful materials do not enter the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.
(b)
Any private automobile and other vehicle auction operating in the I-1 Zone prior to January 1, 2011, shall meet
the requirements of Section 27-475.06.07 (c) and (d) without requiring a Detailed Site Plan.
(c)
All private vehicle auctions in the 1-1 operating as of January 1, 2011, and all new private vehicle auctions in the
I-1 and I-2 Zones shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
All parking and car carrier loading/unloading shall be performed on site and shall be located separately from the
customer parking areas.
(2)
Parking and loading areas shall not be used for the sale, display, or storage of vehicles, performing vehicle
services, or any other purpose unrelated to parking and loading.
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(3)
Junked, salvaged, or wrecked vehicles may not be sold or stored on the property, unless associated with an
auction that regularly deals in the disposal of vehicles that have been declared total losses by insurance
companies.
(4)
The following is prohibited on all private automobile and other motor vehicle auction properties:
(A)
Retail sales (other than by auction) of vehicles, vehicle parts, or boats;
(B)
Outdoor storage or display of vehicle parts;
(C)
Vehicle dismantling and demolition;
(D)
The stacking of vehicles and/or use of a vehicle rack system;
(E)
The parking, storage, or display of vehicles within public rights-of-way or internal driveways.
(5)
No vehicle may be displayed or stored on the site for more than ninety consecutive (90) days, unless required by
a law enforcement agency or the Maryland Department of Motor Vehicles, or where required for any other
litigation purposes, to store the vehicle for a longer period of time.
(6)
All auction activities, including sales, loading/unloading of vehicles, and vehicle transport shall be conducted
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. seven (7) days a week.
(7)
The site must be kept clear of all trash, litter, and other debris. Exterior trash receptacles shall be provided in all
areas open to the public including those for parking, auction activities, and offices and be routinely emptied.
Trash and debris within the public right-of-way resulting from an auction shall be immediately removed by the
auction operator.
(8)
The auction operator shall maintain records of bills of sale and make those records available to County
inspectors upon request within thirty (30) days of the sale during normal business hours to ensure that vehicles
abandoned off site can be traced back to the auction house and/or the purchaser.
(d)
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New private vehicle auctions are required to meet the provisions of this Section. Private vehicle auctions
operating in the I-1 Zone prior to January 1, 2011, shall meet the provisions of this Section within two years.
(1)
Private vehicle auctions shall be screened to block visibility from public rights-of-way and residential zones in
accordance with the following:
(A)
Private vehicle auctions operating as of January 1, 2011, which are screened to block visibility from public
rights-of-way and/or residential zones may retain such existing screening.
(B)
In addition to the landscaping requirements found in Section 4.2 of the Landscape Manual, new screening
installed to meet the requirements of this provision shall consist of a solid, sight-tight (opaque) wall or fence at
least six (6) feet high or an evergreen screen consisting of trees at least eight (8) feet in height planted in a ten
(10) foot wide landscape strip. Trees within an evergreen screen shall be planted eight (8) feet on center in a
staggered pattern and have a minimum diameter of four (4) feet when planted to achieve a sight- tight screen.
Any fence or wall may be constructed as a panelized metal wall system applied to a minimum 2×4 frame with
4×4 support posts, provided that the panelized metal is a minimum 29 gauge steel or similar material with a
corrosive resistant coating, such as a baked on enamel finish, brown or green in color. The fence or wall may not
be constructed of slatted chain link, or unsupported and/or untreated corrugated metal, fiberglass or sheet metal.
(C)
Any new fences or walls constructed after January 1, 2011, shall be located behind a planted landscape strip as
prescribed in the Landscape Manual. The Board of Appeals shall be authorized to grant variances from the
requirements of Section 27-465(a) to allow fences or walls greater than six (6) feet in height within any front,
side or rear yard. All existing fences or walls that have been legally erected pursuant to a previously approved
variance may be relocated to accommodate additional screening or landscaping required by this Section without
the need for an additional variance.
(D)
For purposes of the screening required by this provision, the term public right-of-way shall include dedicated
rights-of-way and a proposed widening of such rights-of way shown on the applicable General Plan, Master Plan
or Functional Master Plan, but does not include future roadways or roadway relocations which have not been
dedicated.
(E)
Screening installed pursuant to the requirements of the Landscape Manual or an approved site plan on adjacent
property in a residential zone shall satisfy the requirements of this section.
(F)
The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to publicly owned residential property.
(2)
Any new fencing installed after January 1, 2011, along the property boundaries not visible from an existing
public right-of-way or a residential zone shall be enclosed by a black, vinyl-clad, chain-link fence or other
material not prohibited by (d)(1) above.
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(3)
Ingress and egress driveways aprons shall have a minimum width of thirty (30) feet and shall be paved with
concrete and meet Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement commercial driveway standards.
Drive aisles for internal circulation shall have a minimum width of twenty-two (22) feet and shall be paved with
either concrete, asphalt, or asphalt millings surface.
(4)
Paved surfaces shall be maintained in good repair.
(5)
The applicant shall identify the dust-control measures to be used on the site.
(6)
The applicant shall provide evidence that the disposal of all fluids and other materials will be accomplished in a
manner that complies with all County, State, and Federal regulations.
(7)
All lighting shall be directed away from adjoining properties.
(8)
If an amplified public address system is utilized for the auction's sales activities, the use of such system shall be
limited to the hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. for a maximum of three days per week.
(e)
A new private vehicle auction permitted in the I-2 Zone shall not be subject to the prescriptions of (e)(1), below.
A new private vehicle auction permitted in the I-1 Zone shall:
(1)
be located on a parcel or parcels with a total area not less than ten (10) acres;
(2)
have direct access to, at minimum, a commercial street with a right-of-way width of seventy (70) feet and
pavement width of forty-six (46) feet; and
(3)
have no direct access provided to or from public streets with a right-of-way of less than seventy (70) feet.
(4)
All areas used for vehicle sales, display, parking, or storage shall be on a paved concrete or asphalt surface.
(5)
The parking, loading, and vehicle storage and display areas associated with an automobile auction shall be
considered an environmental "hot spot" with regard to the stormwater management facilities required, and as
such shall provide on-site water quality treatment in addition to an approved prevention plan as required by the
County Stormwater Ordinance.
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(6)
If an amplified public address system is utilized for the auction's sales activities, the sales activities shall be
located five hundred (500) feet from any land within a residential zone. If this condition cannot be met, all sales
shall be conducted within a wholly enclosed building.
(f)
Site Plan
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for any new vehicle auction use or the expansion, enlargement or
extension of an existing vehicle auction use. The DSP shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division 9,
of this Subtitle, to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Section. In addition to the submittal
requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the site plan shall identify:
(A)
All storage, vehicle display, vehicle loading and unloading, and auction sales areas;
(B)
Internal circulation;
(C)
Stormwater management facilities including those for water quality;
(D)
Proposed hours of operation;
(E)
Dust control measures to be used.
(2)
In addition to the above requirements, the application shall be accompanied by:
(A)
A Traffic Impact Analysis which identifies the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the operation and
the streets to be used between the site and the nearest intersection;
(B)
A Lighting Plan showing a photometric diagram and details of all light fixtures and full cut-off optics.
(3)
The Planning Board shall find that the proposed hours of operation, site design and anticipated traffic levels will
not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent properties and the general neighborhood.
(4)
3100/3869

4/25/22, 4:25 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

All information required as part of the DSP application shall be referred to the Traffic and Stormwater
Management Divisions of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement,
the Maryland State Highway Administration, the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement and the Maryland Department of the Environment for review and comment.
(CB-59-2010; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-475.06.08. - Medical Cannabis Uses—Growers and Processors (I-1 and I-3 Zones).
(a)
The boundaries of property used as medical cannabis grower and/or processor shall be at least 500 feet from:
(1)
any R-A, R-E, R-L, R-R, R-S, R-80, or R-55 Zone;
(2)
any land owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; and
(3)
any school land uses.
(b)
Minimum parking required shall be at least equivalent to the minimum parking requirements set forth in Part 11
of this Subtitle for a wholesale retail establishment.
(c)
Medical cannabis grower and/or processor is not permitted as an accessory use.
(d)
Buildings, structures, and parking shall be setback from property lines by at least 50 feet.
(e)
All aspects of the uses shall be conducted within a fully enclosed building, in accordance with any and all
applicable laws, rules, and regulations.
(f)
Outdoor signage shall be limited to building mounted signs and advertisement for cannabis or cannabis products
is prohibited.
(CB-5-2016)
Sec. 27-475.06.09. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
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(1)
The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" obtains and maintains the appropriate
and required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable
license authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes through the platform.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
Sec. 27-475.06.10. - Trash Maintenance Services with Private Fueling Station.
(a)
Trash maintenance services with private fueling stations uses are permitted (P) in the Industrial Table of Uses in
the I-1 and I-2 Zones, subject to the following requirements:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
Trash collected by this business shall not be brought to or stored upon the property;
(B)
The use is located on property with a preliminary plan of subdivision approved prior to September 1, 2020;
(C)
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The applicable Master Plan or Sector Plan recommends an industrial zone and/or use for the property;
(D)
The use is located on property within the M-I-O Zone;
(E)
The use is located on property with a land area greater than seven (7) acres;
(F)
The use is located on property with frontage on a roadway with a functional transportation classification of
collector; and
(G)
The property abuts at least one parcel of land located, wholly or in part, in the I-2 Zone.
(2)
Site Plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the use, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
In addition to the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the following requirements shall be complied with:
(i)
The applicant shall comply with the Prince George's County Landscape Manual; and
(ii)
The fueling equipment and fuel storage maintains a minimum setback of twenty (20) feet from all property lines.
(iii)
The use shall conform with the requirements of Section 27-358(a)(2) and (c) of this Subtitle, more specifically,
that upon the abandonment of the Trash Maintenance Services with Private Fueling Station, the Private Fueling
Station shall terminate and all structures exclusively used for the Private Fueling Station (including underground
storage tanks), except buildings, shall be removed by the owner of the property. For the purpose of this
Subsection, the term "abandonment" shall mean nonoperation as a gas station for a period of fourteen (14)
months after the retail services cease.
(iv)
Fueling equipment associated with the use shall not be located less than one hundred (100) feet from the primary
ingress/egress of the property.
(CB-63-2020)
Sec. 27-475.06.11. - Qualified data centers.
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(a)
A Qualified Data Center shall include a site plan with any building permit application.
(b)
Qualified Data Centers shall be exempt from Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan Approval.
(c)
Qualified Data Centers shall not be permitted in designated Regional Transit Districts, Local Transit Centers
(Local), Neighborhood Centers (Local), or Campus Centers (Local) as designated by the County's Approved
Plan 2035 General Plan, as may be amended from time to time. Notwithstanding this requirement, Qualified
Data Centers may be permitted in the Bowie MARC Campus Center, as may be amended from time to time.
(d)
Qualified Data Centers shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
Principal Building Facades.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, principal building facades shall be defined as all exterior building facades that
face public rights-of-way or existing residential development.
(B)
Principal building facades shall include at least two (2) of the following design elements applied cohesively to
the entirety of the face: changes in building height; building step-backs or recesses; fenestration; and/or changes
in building material, pattern, texture, color, or use of accent materials. When a building has more than one
principal building façade, such principal building facades shall be consistent in terms of design, materials,
details, and treatment.
(2)
All exterior lighting shall be designed and constructed with cutoff and fully shielded fixtures that direct light
downward and into the interior of the property and away from adjacent roads and properties.
(3)
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width/frontage, yards, building height,
intensity, accessory buildings, and other similar requirements for uses in the industrial zones shall not apply.
Instead, minimum green area, yards (setbacks) and building height shall be as required in the I-1 Zone. In
addition, the applicant may propose these regulations on the site plan to be reviewed by DPIE and M-NCPPC
staff and approved by DPIE.
(4)
Security fencing shall be effectively screened by a minimum depth of 40 feet of vegetation from all abutting
residential properties and public rights-of-way. Security fencing shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.
(5)
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The requirements of the Landscape Manual shall apply.
(6)
The minimum number of required off-street parking spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of parking
spaces required for "warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-568, and the minimum number
of required off-street loading spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of loading spaces required for
"wholesale or warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-582.
(7)
Regulations pertaining to signage shall be the same as those applicable to uses in the I-1 Zone as required by
Part 12, Signs, of this Ordinance.
(8)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards.
(9)
The applicant shall submit an acoustical study prepared by a professional acoustical engineer that demonstrates
the use will not violate the maximum allowable noise levels (dBA) set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(CB-1-2021)
DIVISION 6. - ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT TECHNIQUE.
Sec. 27-475.07. - Alternative Development Technique.
(a)
Applicants proposing to use the Alternative Development Technique shall file an application with the Prince
George's County Planning Department prior to, or concurrent with, an application for a building permit.
(b)
If the property is located in a municipality, the applicant shall submit a copy of the application to the
municipality at the same time the application is filed with the Planning Department.
(c)
An application for Alternative Development Technique review shall, in addition to the requirements of Section
27-254(c), include a statement of justification, which may provide written or graphic evidence demonstrating
how the plan satisfies the purposes of the zone and the Design Guidelines.
(d)
An Alternative Development Technique application may be approved by the Planning Director upon a
determination that:
(1)
Strict application of development regulations is unreasonable given the nature of existing development;
(2)
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The Alternative Development Technique regulations allow for a compatible development alternative that
supports the purposes of the U-L-I Zone;
(3)
The proposed use satisfies the U-L-I Zone Design Guidelines;
(4)
The site plan proposes adequate protection for adjacent residential properties;
(5)
The proposed use and site plan conform with any specific design elements recommended in an approved Master
Plan;
(6)
Any additional sign(s) or sign area is the minimum necessary to assure advertising sufficient to identify tenants
and safe ingress to the site; and
(7)
The proposed design solution adequately weighs the public benefit with the potential expenses to assure that
revitalization interests are supported and any required improvements will not cause an undue financial burden on
the applicant.
(e)
The Planning Director's decision shall be mailed to the applicant and any affected municipality within ten (10)
calendar days of receipt of the application, unless waived by the applicant or the municipality. The Planning
Director's decision may be appealed to the Prince George's County Planning Board. The appeal shall be filed
with the Planning Board within ten (10) calendar days after the date of the notice of the Planning Director's
decision.
(f)
The Planning Board shall schedule a public hearing on any appeal of the Planning Director's decision within
thirty (30) days of receipt of any such appeal. The Planning Board hearing is considered a de novo proceeding
allowing any testimony and evidence it deems relevant. The Planning Board shall adopt the procedures under
which the hearing will be held. The decision of the Planning Board shall be based on the record, and shall be
embodied in a resolution. The Planning Board shall give written notice of its decision to all persons of record.
(CB-1-1994)
PART 8. - COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-476. - Reasons for Comprehensive Design Zones.
(a)
The following are the reasons for having Comprehensive Design Zones:
(1)
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It is within the ultimate objectives of the District Council's authority (under Article 28 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland) to use recent planning and zoning innovations;
(2)
The demands for housing, commercial and industrial activities, and related public facilities and services are
undergoing substantial and rapid changes, requiring improved methods of land use control; and
(3)
There is a need to encourage the optional and imaginative utilization of land contemplated by Comprehensive
Design Zones in order to:
(A)
Improve the total environment;
(B)
Lessen the public costs associated with land development and use;
(C)
Fulfill the purposes of each individual Comprehensive Design Zone; and
(D)
Fulfill the recommendations and purposes of the General Plan, Master Plans, or Sector Plans in selected areas.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-477. - Applicability.
(a)
It is not generally intended that the Comprehensive Design Zones will be utilized in areas that are shown for
permanent low-density residential development (less than one (1) dwelling unit per gross acre) recommended in
Master Plans. The R-L (Residential Low Development), V-L (Village-Low), and V-M (Village-Medium) Zones
may be utilized in areas recommended for the R-A Zone intended for staged future development. Areas
appropriate for the R-L (Residential Low Development) Zone are those which provide for an alternative lowdensity residential development technique, provided the area is included within the boundaries of a Master Plan
approved by the District Council after April 1, 1991. In all other areas, the preceding sentence shall not apply.
(b)
It is not generally intended that areas zoned O-S (Open Space), R-A (Residential-Agricultural), or R-E
(Residential Estate), through the Sectional Map Amendment process, should be considered for Comprehensive
Design Zones, where these zones were imposed for staging reasons. The preceding sentence does not apply to
the application of the R-L (Residential Low Development), V-L (Village-Low), and V-M (Village-Medium)
Zones in the R-A and R-E Zones.
(c)
If a property zoned O-S, R-A, R-E, or R-R in a Sectional Map Amendment is then rezoned to a Comprehensive
Design Zone, it may still be developed and used under O-S, R-A, R-E, or R-R regulations. Upon approval of a
Preliminary Plat of Subdivision for the entire property in accordance with the prior O-S, R-A, R-E, or R-R
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zoning, the Comprehensive Design Zone and any approved Basic Plan, Comprehensive Design Plan, or Specific
Design Plan shall be null and void.
(d)
Upon conveyance of any property to a public agency for recreational purposes, for which there exists an
approved Basic Plan, Comprehensive Design Plan, or Specific Design Plan, any such Basic Plan,
Comprehensive Design Plan, or Specific Design Plan (including any conditions attached to such Plans), shall be
null and void and of no further force or effect. All subsequent development of any such property (including
issuance of permits) for recreational purposes (which may include an arena (stadium)), regardless of ownership,
shall not be subject to approval of any Basic Plan or Comprehensive Design Plan, but shall be subject to
approval of a Specific Design Plan in accordance with Section 27-532.02.
(CB-53-1991; CB-71-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-53-1995; CB-11-2000; CB-94-2000)
Sec. 27-478. - Review process.
(a)
The purposes of each individual Comprehensive Design Zone (Division 2 of this Part) are intended to be
satisfied by establishing incentives for good development, and the following three (3) phase plan review
procedure:
(1)
The initial phase is the review of a Basic Plan, which shall show the types, amounts, and general location of land
uses proposed. The Basic Plan shall be reviewed concurrently with the review of, and action on, the Zoning Map
Amendment application (Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 3). When a Comprehensive Design Zone is established
through a Sectional Map Amendment intended to implement land use recommendations for mixed-use
development as recommended by a Master Plan or Sector Plan, design guidelines or standards intended to
implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or the Sectional Map
Amendment Zoning Change may constitute the Basic Plan for development on the subject property.
(2)
The second phase is the review of a Comprehensive Design Plan, text, and schedule, which shall show amounts
and locations of land use, the circulation system, and the portions of development which may be constructed
during the same time period.
(3)
The third phase is the review of a Specific Design Plan, which serves as the final design of the development for
each portion to be constructed during the same time period.
(b)
All plans referred to in (a), above, shall be reviewed and acted upon prior to, or concurrently with, the review of,
and action on, a subdivision proposal.
(c)
The three (3) phases of review may be filed or considered concurrently.
(d)
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The above provisions shall not apply to the review process for property or properties in the R-M Zone which are
part of an assemblage of properties, inclusive of property already zoned M-X-T, which are included in a
Conceptual Site Plan application for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex. In such instances, the
Comprehensive Design Plan and Specific Design Plan are not required. The R-M zoned property or properties
shall be governed by the process and regulations concerning development and use of M-X-T zoned property.
(e)
The above provisions are applicable to a Planned Environmental Preservation Community in the E-I-A Zone,
but an approved Comprehensive Design Plan may be amended by the reduced Comprehensive Design Plan
process in Section 27-518. A Planned Environmental Preservation Community is governed by the development
regulations in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part. Where the regulations are in conflict, those in Division 5 shall
apply.
(CB-18-1990; CB-44-1997; CB-35-2003; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-479. - Mixed uses.
Uses may be mixed within a total development, or within buildings in the development.
Sec. 27-480. - General development regulations.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (g), the exception of the minimum lot area requirement for townhouses as set
forth in (b), below, and the height limitation for multifamily dwellings as set forth in (f), below, dimensions for
yards, building lines, lot area, lot frontage, lot coverage, and building height shown on an approved Specific
Design Plan shall constitute the development regulations applicable to the development of the land area
addressed by that particular Specific Design Plan.
(b)
The minimum lot area requirement for townhouses constructed pursuant to a Specific Design Plan for which an
application is filed after December 30, 1996 (with the exception of property in the L-A-C Zone, if any portion
lies within one-half (1/2) mile of an existing or planned Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
Metrorail station and the V-L and V-M Zones), shall be one thousand eight hundred (1,800) square feet.
(c)
A minimum of sixty percent (60%) of all townhouses constructed in the Comprehensive Design Zones pursuant
to a Specific Design Plan for which an application is filed after December 30, 1996 (with the exception of the VL and V-M Zones), shall have a full front facade (excluding gables, bay windows, trim, and doors) constructed
of brick, stone, or stucco.
(d)
There shall be no more than six (6) townhouses per building group in any Comprehensive Design Zone (with the
exception of the V-L and V-M Zones) for which an application for a Specific Design Plan is filed after
December 30, 1996, except where the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Planning Board or
District Council, as applicable, that more than six (6) dwelling units (but not more than eight (8) dwelling units)
would create a more attractive living environment or would be more environmentally sensitive. In no event shall
the number of building groups containing more than six (6) dwelling units exceed twenty percent (20%) of the
total number of building groups in the SDP, and the end units on such building groups shall be a minimum of
twenty-four (24) feet in width. The restrictions on units per building group and percentages of building groups
shall not apply to townhouses in the L-A-C Zone, if any portion of the L-A-C tract lies within one-half (1/2)
mile of an existing or planned Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Metrorail station. In no event
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shall there be more than nine (9) dwelling units in a building group. Garage parking within all building groups
shall be provided in rear-loaded garages except where the rears of the units are located along open space areas
along the perimeter of the development area or areas of steep topography.
(e)
The minimum building width for townhouses in any continuous, attached group shall be twenty (20) feet, and
the minimum gross living space for a townhouse shall be one thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) square feet
in any development for which an application for a Specific Design Plan is filed after December 30, 1996 (with
the exception of townhouses in the V-L and V-M Zones and, as it applies to the minimum building width only,
townhouses on property in the L-A-C Zone, if any portion 0lies within one-half (1/2) mile of an existing or
planned Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Metrorail station). For the purposes of this Subsection,
"gross living space" shall be defined as all interior building space except the garage and unfinished basement or
attic area.
(f)
The maximum building height for multifamily dwellings for which an application for a Specific Design Plan is
filed after December 30, 1996, shall be as follows: in the R-S and R-M Zones, forty (40) feet; in the R-U and LA-C Zones, eighty (80) feet; and in the M-A-C Zone, one hundred and ten (110) feet.
(g)
When property is placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment or through a
Zoning Map Amendment intended to implement land use recommendations for mixed-use development
recommended by a Master Plan or Sector Plan that is approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a
comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation:
(1)
The design guidelines or standards intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master
Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change, and a referenced exhibit of record for the
property should establish and provide guidance for the development regulations to be incorporated in the
Specific Design Plan.
(2)
The limitations on the maximum percentages of townhouse and multifamily dwelling units contained in Section
27-515(b)(7), footnote 29, the lot area requirement in Subsection (b) above, and the lot width requirements in
Subsection (e) above shall not apply. However, the Planning Board or District Council may impose similar
restrictions where appropriate, only to implement the recommendations of the Master Plan or Sector Plan.
(CB-56-1996: CB-25-2003; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-481. - Floor area ratio.
Floor area ratios (FAR) for Comprehensive Design Zones shall exclude floor area devoted to vehicular parking
and parking access areas, notwithstanding Section 27-107.01 (Definitions).
Sec. 27-482. - Fractional totals.
When a figure for the total number of dwelling units permitted on the gross residential acreage contains a
fraction, the fraction may be increased (at the option of the applicant) to the nearest whole number, if it is onehalf (1/2) or more.
Sec. 27-483. - Fee in lieu of public facilities.
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(a)
An equivalent fee may be accepted in lieu of a public facility (not including streets, parks, or other open space
areas), if the Planning Board finds (upon advice of the appropriate public agency) that the facility would be
better located outside the boundary of the Comprehensive Design Zone because of either the size or location of
the zone.
(b)
The fee collected by the Planning Board shall be promptly remitted to the County Office of Finance.
(c)
Notwithstanding the subdivision requirements for adequate public facilities, where a public facilities financing
and implementation program has been established, all collected fees and funds shall be applied to the provision
of public facilities (including streets, parks, or other open space areas) within the area designated by the
financing and implementation program.
(CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-484. - Structures over or under public rights-of-way.
Private structures may be located within the air space above, or in the ground below, public rights-of-way within
the boundaries of a Comprehensive Design Zone. The use of that space shall be approved by the District
Council, concurrently with its action on the Zoning Map Amendment application.
Sec. 27-485. - Increment factors and land use area calculations.
(a)
Compliance with the standards set forth in the Landscape Manual shall not be considered a public benefit feature
for purposes of additional density or development intensity calculations.
(b)
For the purpose of applying the density or intensity increment factors to mixed uses, the amount of commercial
floor area and the amount of residential floor area shall be used to establish a ratio for calculating the amount of
land devoted to the respective uses. In this way, a theoretical number of acres for commercial and residential
land use will be established, which shall be used to calculate public benefit features and density/intensity
increment factors related to commercial and residential development. Increment factors are to be added to the
base residential density or the base commercial building intensity. Increment factors shall not be compounded.
(c)
The following formulas shall be used for computing theoretical gross residential and gross commercial acreage
for the M-A-C and L-A-C Zones:
KEY:
C=

Maximum square feet of commercial proposed

D=

Number of dwelling units proposed

A=

Total area of parcel in acres

k=

Average square feet per dwelling unit proposed
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FORMULAS:
kD / (kD + C) = PR

Theoretical percentage (%) of the total land area considered residential

C / (kD + C) = PC

Theoretical percentage (%) of the total land area considered commercial

PR (A) =

Theoretical gross residential acreage

PC (A) =

Theoretical gross commercial acreage

(CB-39-1988; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-486. - Density and intensity calculations.
(a)
Residential density determinations in the L-A-C and M-A-C Zones shall be based on an average number of
dwelling units per gross residential acre. Residential density determinations in the R-S, R-M, R-U, V-M, V-L,
and R-L Zones shall be based on an average number of dwelling units per gross acre, minus fifty (50) percent of
the density attributed to any land located within a one hundred (100) year floodplain. The base residential
density shall be the numerical base to which increment factors may be applied. The base density shall not
establish the minimum density for development in the zone. Motel units, hotel units, and living accommodations
in institutions shall not be considered as dwelling units.
(b)
Portions of the proposal devoted exclusively to a mixed retirement development shall be excluded from the
density calculations for the overall proposal, and shall be subject to a separate density calculation specified for
mixed retirement development in the general standards for each zone. For the purposes of density calculations,
each separate living unit provided in any nursing or care home or assisted living facility shall be considered a
dwelling unit. Whatever property in the zone that is not utilized for mixed retirement development shall maintain
its approved density, and no density transfer shall be approved.
(c)
Commercial intensity determinations shall be based on a gross-building-area-to-gross-commercial-land-area
ratio. The base commercial floor area ratio shall be the numerical base to which increment factors may be
applied.
(d)
Increments shall not be allowed for any improvement which is required to be made by the developer (by other
laws or regulations).
(e)
Notwithstanding Subsections (a) through (d), above, density limits or a range of density limits lower than those
recited in this Section for Comprehensive Design Zones may be established as part of the text of an approved
Master Plan, Sector Plan, or other comprehensive planning document.
(CB-53-1991; CB-71-1991; CB-30-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-14-2010)
Footnote 1:Applies only to Comprehensive Design Zones for which Zoning Map Amendment applications were
filed after October 31, 1978.
Sec. 27-487. - Housing provisions.
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Comprehensive Design Zone proposals shall contain provisions for housing to serve all income groups.
(CB-84-1990)
Sec. 27-488. - Swimming pools.
All outdoor swimming pools shall be enclosed by a fence at least six (6) feet high. If the pool is constructed
above grade, and a fence or railing (the top of which is at least six (6) feet high) is attached to it, another separate
fence shall not be required. (See Figure 51.)
Sec. 27-488.01. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling unit, or one (1) or more satellite dish
antenna(s) to serve more than one (1) dwelling unit or any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the
requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any
side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals, and/or the
size of the satellite dish antenna. Where usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted
and located in the rear yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall
be ground-mounted and located in either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard
location, the antenna may be mounted on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna
be located in the front yard. Notwithstanding anything above to the contrary, a satellite dish antenna six (6) feet
four (4) inches) or less in diameter may be mounted on the roof of any building other than a single-family
dwelling unit. On lots having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the
main building faces a side street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear,
side and front of the building.
(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted or roof-mounted satellite dish
antenna, when such antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991; CB-54-1991)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN ZONES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - M-A-C ZONE (MAJOR ACTIVITY CENTER).
Sec. 27-489. - Purposes.
(a)
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The purposes of the M-A-C Zone are to:
(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density and building intensity are dependent on providing public benefit features and
related density/intensity increment factors; and
(B)
The location of the zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, public urban renewal plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, public urban renewal plans, and Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Changes for
Major Metro Centers, New Town Centers, and Corridor City Centers) can serve as the criteria for judging
individual physical development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District; and
(4)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development.
(CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-490. - Uses.
(a)
The general principal for land uses in this zone is to provide for uses which either serve a regional residential
market or provide concentrated employment, and which are arranged to allow for easy pedestrian access
between uses.
(b)
The uses allowed in the M-A-C Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
Sec. 27-491. - Regulations.
(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.

(1) Minimum size of zone (except
as provided in Section 27-493

MAJOR METRO CENTERS

NEW TOWN OR CORRIDOR
CITY CENTERS

40 adjoining gross acres

40 adjoining gross acres
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48 dwelling units per gross
residential acre

10 dwelling units per gross
residential acre

(3) Maximum residential density

125 dwelling units per gross
residential acre

47.9 dwelling units per gross
residential acre

(4) Base commercial intensity

1.0 FAR per gross commercial acre 0.2 FAR per gross commercial acre

(5) Maximum commercial intensity 2.7 FAR per gross commercial acre

0.88 FAR per gross commercial
acre

(6) Minimum residential floor area

20% of the total floor area at time of 20% of the total floor area at time of
full development
full development

(7) Maximum mixed retirement
development density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
MAJOR METRO CENTERS

NEW TOWN OR CORRIDOR
CITY CENTERS

(1) For at least 45% of the gross
commercial acreage in green area,
5% in FAR
an increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

10% in FAR

(2) For each additional 5% of the
gross commercial acreage in green
area (in excess of 45%), to a total of
3% in FAR
70% of the gross commercial
acreage in green area, an increment
factor may be granted, not to exceed

3% in FAR

(3) For each 5% of the gross
residential acreage in green area (in
excess of 55%) to a total of 70% of
5% in dwelling units
the gross residential acreage in
green area, an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

2% in dwelling units

(4) For Improved common
recreational space totaling at least
200 square feet per dwelling unit
(available without charge) for use
by the residents
OR
At least 200 square feet per unit of
private open space contiguous to
20% in dwelling units
dwelling units
OR
A combination of both of the above
items, which provides at least 200
square feet of either recreational
space or private open space per
dwelling unit, an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units
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(5) For a pedestrian system
separated from vehicular rights-ofway, which provides a direct,
uninterrupted link either with a
major transportation terminal
between blocks, or between major
structures located at least 500 feet
from each other, an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed
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15% in dwelling units; 15 % in
FAR; and a 20% reduction in
residential parking spaces for
residential units located within a
1500-foot walking distance of a
major transit stop

15% in dwelling units; 10% in FAR;
and a 20% reduction in residential
parking spaces for residential units
located within a 1500-foot walking
distance of a major transit stop

(6) For public facilities (excluding
streets and open space areas), an
40% in dwelling units; 40% in FAR 50% in dwelling units; 75% in FAR
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed
(7) For distinctive streetscape or
parking area design or furnishings
(such as luminaries, directional and
15% in dwelling units; 10% in FAR 15% in dwelling units; 10% in FAR
advertising signs, benches, and
paved surfaces), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed
(8) For preserving irreplaceable
features (such as stands of trees,
natural swales, or historic
5% in dwelling units; 5% in FAR
buildings), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed
(9) For placing all required
parking for commercial uses in
covered multilevel or underground
parking structures, an increment
factor may be granted, not to exceed

50% in FAR; 30% reduction in
required commercial parking
spaces, if it can be shown that the
reduction is warranted in terms of
number of spaces required during
peak hours

10% in dwelling units; 10% in FAR

50% in FAR; 30% reduction in
required commercial parking
spaces, if it can be shown that the
reduction is warranted in terms of
number of spaces required during
peak hours

(10) For placing all required
parking for residential uses in
covered multilevel or underground 50% in dwelling units
parking structures, an increment
factor may be granted, not to exceed

50% in dwelling units

(11) For M-A-C Zone applications
submitted pursuant to Section 27179(a)(1)(A), for each 2,500 square
feet of lands which are combined in
one application (having a total area
0.04 FAR for each 2,500 square
of at least 10,000 square feet),
feet; the total increment granted
provided these lands were owned by
shall not exceed 0.32 FAR
different individuals or corporations
and have not been subdivided for at
least two years prior to the submittal
of the application, an increment
factor may be granted, not to exceed

0.04 FAR for each 2,500 square
feet; the total increment granted
shall not exceed 0.32 FAR

(12) For a substantial mix of uses
within a single building, an
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

15% in dwelling units; 15% in FAR 15% in dwelling units; 15% in FAR
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(13) For incorporating solar access 20% in dwelling units; 15% in FAR 20% in dwelling units; 15% in FAR
or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center
with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped

50% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas), an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(2)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the M-A-C Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
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(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-78-1996)
Sec. 27-492. - Public facilities.
Whenever a Comprehensive Design Plan for a Major Metro, New Town, or Corridor City Center area contains a
proposal for a forty-five percent (45%) or greater increase in dwelling units above the base, and the Planning
Board finds that development pursuant to this Plan would result in the need for public facilities in addition to
those already existing or programmed for construction, these additional public facilities shall be provided, or a
fee-in-lieu of them (provided for in Section 27-483) shall be paid. In this case, Section 27-491(b)(6) shall apply.
Sec. 27-493. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The following are exempt from the minimum zone size requirement of this Subdivision:
(1)
A transit station site owned by a public agency;
(2)
A predominantly developed area, if the District Council finds that one (1) or more of the following existing
conditions will be remedied by the Comprehensive Design Zone proposal:
(A)
Inadequate parking;
(B)
Uncoordinated development, due to the separate planning and development of land in several ownerships;
(C)
Lack of amenities; or
(D)
Interference with the efficiency of public rights-of-way due to multiple accesses; and
(3)
A parcel of land abutting an existing M-A-C Zone.
SUBDIVISION 2. - L-A-C ZONE (LOCAL ACTIVITY CENTER).
Sec. 27-494. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the L-A-C Zone are to:
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(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation Zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density and building intensity are dependent on providing public benefit features and
related density/intensity increment factors; and
(B)
The location of the zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, public urban renewal plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, public urban renewal plans, and Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Changes for
Community, Village, and Neighborhood Centers) can serve as the criteria for judging individual physical
development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development;
(5)
Group uses serving public, quasi-public, and commercial needs together for the convenience of the populations
they serve; and
(6)
Encourage dwellings integrated with activity centers in a manner which retains the amenities of the residential
environment and provides the convenience of proximity to an activity center.
(CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-495. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this zone shall be the need for uses or services in a residential area of a
given size.
(b)
The uses allowed in the L-A-C Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
Sec. 27-496. - Regulations.
(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.
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COMMUNITY
CENTER
(1) Minimum size of zone
(except as provided in
20 adjoining gross acres
Section 27-498)

VILLAGE CENTER

NEIGHBORHOOD
CENTER

10 adjoining gross acres

4 adjoining gross acres

(2) Base residential
density

10 dwelling units per gross 10 dwelling units per gross 8 dwelling units per gross
residential acre
residential acre
residential acre

(3) Maximum residential
density

20 dwelling units per gross 15 dwelling units per gross 12.1 dwelling units per
residential acre
residential acre
gross residential acre

(4) Base commercial
intensity

0.2 FAR per gross
commercial acre

0.2 FAR per gross
commercial acre

0.16 FAR per gross
commercial acre

(5) Maximum commercial 0.68 FAR per gross
density
commercial acre

0.64 FAR per gross
commercial acre

0.31 FAR per gross
commercial acre

(6) Maximum mixed
retirement development
density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
COMMUNITY
CENTER
(1) For at least 12% of the
gross commercial acreage
in green area, and the
landscaping of parking lots
in a way that expanses of
25% in FAR
parking will be relieved by
natural features or changes
in grade, an increment
factor may be granted, not
to exceed
(2) For improved
15% in dwelling units
common recreational
space totaling at least 200
square feet per dwelling
unit (available without
charge) for use by the
residents;
OR
At least 200 square feet
per dwelling unit of
private open space
contiguous to each
dwelling unit;
OR
A combination of both of
the above items, which
provides at least 200
square feet of either

VILLAGE CENTER

NEIGHBORHOOD
CENTER

20% in FAR

30% in FAR

10% in dwelling units

10% in dwelling units
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recreational space or
private open space per
dwelling unit, an
increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed
(3) For a pedestrian
system separated from
vehicular rights-of-way,
which provides a direct,
uninterrupted link either
15% in dwelling units;
between blocks or between
15% in FAR
major structures located at
least 500 feet from each
other, an increment factor
may be granted, not to
exceed

10% in dwelling units,
5% in FAR

6% in dwelling units;
10% in FAR

(4) For public facilities
(excluding streets and
open space areas), an
increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

20% in dwelling units;
15% in FAR

18% in dwelling units;
30% in FAR

(5) For distinctive
streetscape design or
furnishings (such as
luminaries, directional and 15% in dwelling units;
advertising signs, benches, 10% in FAR
and paved surfaces), an
increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units;
10% in FAR

4% in dwelling units;
20% in FAR

(6) For preserving
irreplaceable features
(such as stands of trees,
10% in dwelling units;
natural swales, or historic
5% in FAR
buildings), an increment
factor may be granted, not
to exceed

5% in dwelling units;
5% in FAR

2% in dwelling units;
10% in FAR

0.04 in FAR for each
2,500 square feet; the
total increment
granted shall not
exceed 0.32 FAR

0.04 in FAR for each
2,500 square feet; the
total increment
granted shall not
exceed 0.32 FAR

(7) For L-A-C Zone
applications submitted
pursuant to Section 27179(a)(1)(A), for each
2,500 square feet of lands
which are combined in one
application (having a total
area of at least 10,000
square feet), provided
these lands were owned by
different individuals or
corporations, and have not
been subdivided, for at
least two years prior to
submittal of the
application, an increment

45% in dwelling units;
30% in FAR

0.04 in FAR for each
2,500 square feet; the
total increment
granted shall not
exceed 0.32 FAR
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factor may be granted, not
to exceed
(8) For incorporating
solar access or
active/passive solar energy 15% in dwelling units;
in design, an increment
10% in FAR
factor may be granted, not
to exceed

15% in dwelling units;
10% in FAR

10% in dwelling units;
5% in FAR

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center
with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped

50% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas),an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(2)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the L-A-C Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
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the Landscape Manual.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-78-1996)
Sec. 27-497. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-498. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The following are exempt from the minimum zone size requirements of this Subdivision:
(1)
A transit station site owned by a public agency;
(2)
A predominantly developed area, if the District Council finds that one (1) or more of the following existing
conditions will be remedied by the Comprehensive Design Proposal:
(A)
Inadequate parking;
(B)
Uncoordinated development, due to the separate planning and development of land in several ownerships;
(C)
Lack of amenities; or
(D)
Interference with the efficiency of public rights-of-way due to multiple accesses onto the rights-of-way; and
(3)
A parcel of land abutting an existing L-A-C Zone.
SUBDIVISION 3. - E-I-A ZONE (EMPLOYMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL AREA).
Sec. 27-499. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the E-I-A Zone are to:
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(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Development is dependent on providing public benefit features; and
(B)
The location of the zone is in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan, or public
urban renewal plan;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, and public urban renewal plans for employment and institutional areas) can serve as the criteria
for judging individual physical development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses; and existing
and proposed public facilities and services by providing landscaping standards designed to preclude nuisances
(such as noise, glare, odor, and pollution), so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Provide for a mix of employment, institutional, retail, and office uses in a manner which will retain the dominant
employment and institutional character of the area;
(5)
Improve the overall quality of employment and institutional centers in Prince George's County; and
(6)
Allow, on properties meeting criteria for classification in the M-X-T Zone and satisfying other requirements,
development of a Mixed-Use Planned Community, with high-quality, well-integrated architecture, site design,
and placement of uses.
(CB-13-2002)
Sec. 27-500. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this zone shall be:
(1)
To provide concentrated nonretail employment or institutional (medical, religious, educational, recreational, and
governmental) uses which serve the County, region, or a greater area; and
(2)
To provide for uses which may be necessary to support these employment or institutional uses.
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(b)
The uses allowed in the E-I-A Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
A Mixed-Use Planned Community in the E-I-A Zone may include a mix of residential, employment, commercial
retail, commercial office, hotel or lodging, civic buildings, parks, or recreational uses, meeting all requirements
in the definition of the use. The development shall meet all M-X-T Zone requirements in Part 10.
(CB-13-2002)
Sec. 27-501. - Regulations.
(a)
General standards.
(1) Minimum size of zone (except as provided in
Section 27-502)

5 adjoining gross acres

(2) Minimum open space to be improved by
landscaping and design amenities, including the
landscaping of parking lots, so that expanses of
parking will be relieved by natural features and grade
changes

20% of net lot area

(b)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street.
(2)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the E-I-A Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(c)
Mixed-Use Planned Community regulations.
(1)
A Mixed-Use Planned Community shall meet all purposes and requirements applicable to the M-X-T Zone, as
provided in Part 10, and shall be approved under the processes in Part 10.
(2)
Where a conflict arises between E-I-A Zone requirements and M-X-T Zone requirements, the M-X-T
requirements shall be followed.
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(d)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(CB-1-1989; CB-13-2002)
Sec. 27-502. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The minimum size requirements of Section 27-501 shall not apply if:
(1)
The District Council finds that a basic plan for an area of less than five (5) acres is suitable because of its
compatibility with a public urban renewal plan; or
(2)
The subject property abuts an existing E-I-A Zone.
SUBDIVISION 4. - R-U ZONE (RESIDENTIAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT).
Sec. 27-503. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the R-U Zone are to:
(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density is dependent upon providing public benefit features and related density increment
factors; and
(B)
The location of the zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, public urban renewal plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, public urban renewal plans, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Changes) can
serve as the criteria for judging individual physical development proposals;
(3)
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Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Encourage amenities and public facilities to be provided in conjunction with residential development;
(5)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development; and
(6)
Improve the overall quality and variety of residential environments in the Regional District.
(CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-504. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this zone is that uses shall be either residential in nature, or necessary to
serve the dominant residential uses. These latter uses shall be integrated with the residential environment
without disrupting the residential character or residential activities.
(b)
The uses allowed in the R-U Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
Sec. 27-505. - Regulations.
(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.
RESIDENTIAL URBAN 8.0 2

RESIDENTIAL URBAN 12.0 2

(1) Minimum size of zone (except
as provided for in Section 27-506)

5 adjoining gross acres 1

5 adjoining gross acres 1

(2) Base residential density

8.0 dwelling units per gross acre

12.0 dwelling units per gross acre

(3) Maximum residential density

11.9 dwelling units per gross acre

16.9 dwelling units per gross acre

(4) Maximum mixed retirement
development density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

1

Applies only to Comprehensive Design Zones for which Zoning Map Amendment applications were filed
after October 31, 1978. For Comprehensive Design Zones approved pursuant to applications filed prior to
this date, the minimum size is four (4) adjoining gross acres.

2

The base density shall not establish the minimum density for development in the zone.

(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
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RESIDENTIAL URBAN 8.0

RESIDENTIAL URBAN 12.0

(1) For preserving irreplaceable
features (such as stands of trees,
natural swales, or historic buildings) 5% in dwelling units
an increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical
features (such as break-front
treatment of waterways, sodding of
slopes susceptible to erosive action, 2.5% in dwelling units
thinning and grubbing of growth,
and the like), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

2.5% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system
separated from vehicular rights-ofway, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

10% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational development of
open space (including minimum
improvements of heavy grading,
seeding, mulching, utilities, offstreet parking, walkways,
15% in dwelling units
landscaping, and playground
equipment) of at least 3.5 acres per
12 acres of development, an
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

15% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except
streets and open space areas) an
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers
with space provided for quasipublic services (such as churches,
day care centers for children,
5% in dwelling units
community meeting rooms, and the
like), an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access
or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units
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(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center
with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped

50% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas),an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(2)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the R-U Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(f)
Gross density.
(1)
In establishing the maximum gross density, the District Council shall consider the design guidelines or standards
intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional
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Map Amendment Zoning Change and the existing zoning of the properties being rezoned.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-30-1996; CB-47-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-506. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The minimum size requirements of Section 27-505 shall not apply if:
(1)
The District Council finds that an area of less than five (5) acres is suitable because of its unique historical
character, topography, landscape features, or compatibility with a public urban renewal plan; and
(2)
The subject property abuts an existing R-U Zone.
SUBDIVISION 5. - R-M ZONE (RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM DEVELOPMENT).
Sec. 27-507. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the R-M Zone are to:
(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density is dependent upon providing public benefit features and related density increment
factors; and
(B)
The location of the zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plans, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, public urban renewal plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, public urban renewal plans, and Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Changes) can
serve as the criteria for judging individual physical development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Encourage amenities and public facilities to be provided in conjunction with residential development;
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(5)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development; and
(6)
Improve the overall quality and variety of residential environments in the Regional District.
(CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-508. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this zone is that uses shall be either residential in nature, or necessary to
serve the dominant residential uses. These latter uses shall be integrated with the residential environment
without disrupting the residential character or residential activities.
(b)
The uses allowed in the R-M Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
A Regional Urban Community in the R-M Zone shall meet the following design standards:
(1)
The maximum percentage of attached dwelling units, which includes but is not limited to townhouses, two over
twos and triplexes, shall be fifty percent (50%) of the total units in the project;
(2)
End units on building groups shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet in width and the minimum building width
of a contiguous attached group shall be sixteen (16) feet per unit. A variety of townhouse sizes shall be provided.
A maximum of ten percent (10%) of the units may have a minimum gross living space of 1,500 square feet;
(3)
The setback from any public or private right-of-way may be a minimum of seven (7) feet; and
(4)
For lots smaller than 1,800 square feet, a pro-rata reduction of the requirements for the number of on-site trees as
set forth in the Landscape Manual shall be permitted proportional to lot size.
(CB-29-2008)
Sec. 27-509. - Regulations.
(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.

(1) Minimum size of zone (except
as provided for in Section 27-510)

RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 3.6 2

RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 5.8 2

10 adjoining gross acres 1

10 adjoining gross acres 1
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(2) Base residential density

3.6 dwelling units per gross acre

5.8 dwelling units per gross acre

(3) Maximum residential density

5.7 dwelling units per gross acre

7.9 dwelling units per gross acre

(4) Maximum mixed retirement
development density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

1

Applies only to Comprehensive Design Zones for which Zoning Map Amendment applications were filed
after October 31, 1978. For Comprehensive Design Zones approved pursuant to applications filed prior to
this date, the minimum size is four (4) adjoining gross acres.

2

The base density shall not establish the minimum density for development in the zone.

(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 3.6

RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 5.8

(1) For open space land at a ratio of
at least 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling
units (with a minimum size of 1
acre), an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed (This open
25% in dwelling units
space land should include any
irreplaceable natural features,
historic buildings, or natural
drainage swales located on the
property)

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical
features (such as break-front
treatment of waterways, sodding of
slopes susceptible to erosive action, 2.5% in dwelling units
thinning and grubbing of growth,
and the like), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

2.5% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system
separated from vehicular rights-ofway, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational development of
open space (including minimum
improvements of heavy grading,
seeding, mulching, utilities, off10% in dwelling units
street parking, walkways,
landscaping, and playground
equipment), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except
streets and open space areas) an
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

30% in dwelling units
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(6) For creating activity centers
10% in dwelling units
with space provided for quasipublic services (such as churches,
day care centers for children,
community meeting rooms, and the
like), a density increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed
(7) For incorporating solar access
or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

10% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center
with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped

50% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas),an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(2)
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Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the R-M Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(f)
Gross density.
(1)
In establishing the maximum gross density, the District Council shall consider the design guidelines or standards
intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional
Map Amendment Zoning Change and the existing zoning of the property being rezoned.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-30-1996; CB-47-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-510. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The minimum size requirements of Section 27-509 shall not apply if:
(1)
The District Council finds that an area of less than ten (10) acres is suitable because of its unique historical
character, topography, landscape features, or compatibility with a public urban renewal plan; or
(2)
The subject property abuts an existing R-M Zone.
SUBDIVISION 6. - R-S ZONE (RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT).
Sec. 27-511. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the R-S Zone are to:
(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density is dependent upon providing public benefit features and related density increment
factors;
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(B)
The location of the zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, public urban renewal plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change; and
(C)
Applicable regulations are satisfied for uses authorized pursuant to Section 27-515(b) of this Code.
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, public urban renewal plans, or Section Map Amendment Zoning Changes) can serve
as the criteria for judging individual development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Encourage amenities and public facilities to be provided in conjunction with residential development;
(5)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development;
(6)
Improve the overall quality and variety of residential environments in the Regional District; and
(7)
Allow qualifying properties in the R-S Zone to develop with uses in the E-I-A Zone pursuant to Section 27515(b) of this Code.
(CB-77-2006; CB-22-2020)
Sec. 27-512. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this zone is that uses shall be either residential in nature, or necessary to
serve the dominant residential uses. These latter uses shall be integrated with the residential environment
without disrupting the residential character or residential activities. The land uses in the zone may also consist of
any uses authorized pursuant to Section 27-515(b) of this Code.
(b)
The uses allowed in the R-S Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(CB-22-2020)
Sec. 27-513. - Regulations.
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(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.
RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN 1.6 2 RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN 2.7 2
(1) Minimum size of zone (except
as provided for in Section 27-514)

25 adjoining gross acres 1

25 adjoining gross acres 1

(2) Base residential density

1.6 dwelling units per gross acre

2.7 dwelling units per gross acre

(3) Maximum residential density

2.6 dwelling units per gross acre

3.5 dwelling units per gross acre

(4) Maximum mixed retirement
development density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

1

Applies only to Comprehensive Design Zones for which Zoning Map Amendment applications were filed
after October 31, 1978. For Comprehensive Design Zones approved pursuant to applications filed prior to
this date, the minimum size is four (4) adjoining gross acres.

2

The base density shall not establish the minimum density for development in the zone.

(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN 1.6

RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN 2.7

(1) For open space land at a ratio of
at least 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling
units (with a minimum size of 1
25% in dwelling units
acre), an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical
features (such as break-front
treatment of waterways, sodding of
slopes susceptible to erosive action, 2.5% in dwelling units
thinning and grubbing of growth,
and the like), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

2.5% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system
separated from vehicular rights-ofway, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational development of
open space (including minimum
improvements of heavy grading,
seeding, mulching, utilities, off10% in dwelling units
street parking, walkways,
landscaping, and playground
equipment), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed
(5) For public facilities (except
30% in dwelling units
public streets and open space areas),

10% in dwelling units

30% in dwelling units
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an increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed
(6) For creating activity centers
with space provided for quasipublic services (such as churches,
day care centers for children,
10% in dwelling units
community meeting rooms, and the
like), a density increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access
or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center
with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped

50% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas),an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
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(2)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the R-S Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(3)
Notwithstanding any other requirement of this Subdivision, the types of dwelling units permitted shall be limited
to one-family detached and attached dwellings. No more than thirty-five percent (35%) of the total number of
dwelling units shall be attached units; however, the restrictions for attached dwelling units of this subsection,
above, shall not apply to Mixed Retirement Development in the R-S Zone.
(4)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, a grading permit to support the development of uses
permitted in the E-I-A Zone on land in the R-S Zone pursuant to Section 27-515(b) may be issued so long as it is
in conformance with an approved Comprehensive Design Plan.
(5)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-123 of this Code, the minimum standards set forth in the
Landscape Manual for landscaping, buffering, and screening for all uses permitted in the E-I-A Zone on land in
the R-S Zone pursuant to Section 27-515(b) may be modified by the approved Comprehensive Design Plan.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(f)
Gross density.
(1)
In establishing the maximum gross density, the District Council shall consider the design guidelines or standards
intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional
Map Amendment Zoning Change and the existing zoning of the property being rezoned.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-30-1996; CB-47-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-77-2006; CB-91-2016;
CB-36-2017; CB-22-2020)
Sec. 27-514. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The minimum size requirements of Section 27-513 shall not apply if:
(1)
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The District Council finds that an area of less than twenty-five (25) acres is suitable because of its unique
historical character, topography, landscape features, or compatibility with a public urban renewal plan; or
(2)
The subject property abuts an existing R-S Zone.
SUBDIVISION 7. - VILLAGE ZONES.
Sec. 27-514.01. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the Village Zones (V-M and V-L) are to:
(1)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development through the creation of one (1) or more traditional, mixeduse villages or hamlets surrounded by permanent open space;
(2)
Preserve the agricultural land, open space, scenic vistas, and environmental features in Prince George's County;
(3)
Provide the opportunity for development on a human scale with a strong sense of community identity based on a
shared, coherent, functionally efficient physical environment and a shared and diverse economic, social, and
cultural environment;
(4)
Combine land uses in physical proximity, and link these uses with pedestrian trails, sidewalks, and paths;
(5)
Complement the natural characteristic of the area;
(6)
Regulate the design of public spaces and recreational areas for the maximum use and enjoyment of residents;
(7)
Promote a form of development which facilitates the most efficient use of costly public infrastructure;
(8)
Provide a variety of housing on a variety of lot sizes, including housing which is affordable by households at
different income levels;
(9)
Create a community with a core which contains commercial, civic, community, and residential uses; and
(10)
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In the V-L Zone, provide an alternative to conventional large lot development using a mixture of dwelling types
and lot sizes, including a large lot component.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-49-1995)
Sec. 27-514.02. - Required land area.
(a)
The Village-Medium (V-M) Zone shall consist of at least three hundred (300) contiguous gross acres.
(b)
The Village-Low (V-L) Zone shall consist of at least one hundred fifty (150) contiguous gross acres.
(c)
For the purposes of this Section, the word "contiguous" shall include those properties which are separated only
by a public right-of-way or stream bed.
(CB-53-1991)
Sec. 27-514.03. - Uses.
(a)
The general principal for land uses in these zones is to provide for a variety of residential, commercial,
recreational, and public uses in a functionally efficient physical environment.
(b)
Uses may be mixed within the zone, and within buildings in the zone.
(c)
The uses allowed in the Village (V-M and V-L) Zones are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this
Part).
(d)
The following land use areas are required in the V-M and V-L Zones. More than one of each area may be
provided in the Zone and, where deemed appropriate by the Planning Board or the District Council, areas may
overlap physically, but the minimum area requirements for each use must be provided distinctly. Land use areas
counting towards the satisfaction of one (1) requirement may not be used to satisfy any other requirement. The
Comprehensive Design Plan shall include a phasing plan which establishes the relative construction schedule for
all residential areas within the Village, including all Hamlets, in relation to the Storefront Area, Civic Use Area,
and Village Commons. The purpose of this phasing plan shall be to ensure that the construction of a Village will
progress in an orderly and balanced manner, and that Village residents will be provided with appropriate
commercial, civic, and open space facilities and amenities concurrently with the construction of residential
areas.
(1)
A Village Proper shall consist of a blend of residential and nonresidential uses, the concentration of which shall
generally be within one-quarter (1/4) mile of the edge of the village core, which contains the Storefront Area,
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Civic Use Area, and a Main Village Commons. The types and densities of these uses shall support the pedestrian
orientation, the community spirit, and the rural character of the village.
The required use areas in the Village Proper shall consist of the following:
(A)
Storefront Area.
(i)
The purpose of this area is to provide employment opportunities and a variety of retail shops and services to
support the day-to-day needs of village residents, and other local residents, in a manner consistent with a small
downtown or central market place.
(ii)
Lots in the Storefront Area may be used for the uses listed in Section 27-515(b)(1), (4), (6), (8), and (9), as well
as storefront dwellings.
(iii)
The Storefront Area shall be located where it acts as a central place, and where it can intercept traffic coming
and going from the village without such traffic creating a hazard for local residential streets.
(iv)
The size of the Storefront Area shall be between twenty-six (26) and fifty-two (52) square feet of gross floor
area per dwelling unit in the Zone. This requirement shall not include the gross floor area of the storefront
dwelling units.
(v)
At least twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor area of storefront buildings above the ground floor shall be
designated for residential units.
(B)
Civic Use Area.
(i)
The purpose of this area is to provide governmental, institutional, educational, recreational, cultural, and
religious facilities and services which enhance the shared community life of village residents.
(ii)
Lots in the Civic Use Area may be used for the uses listed in Section 27-515(b)(3), (4), (5), (6), and (9).
(iii)
The Civic Use Area shall be located adjacent to greens, parks, and squares, and preferably should be at vista
terminations.
(iv)
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The size of the Civic Use Area shall be a minimum of four hundred (400) square feet of gross land area per
dwelling unit in the Zone.
(v)
The Civic Use Area shall not be used solely for recreational uses. It is intended that space should be allocated for
permanent community meeting space commensurate with the size of the community.
(C)
Village Commons, Greens, and Squares.
(i)
The purpose of the Village Commons, Greens, and Squares is to provide spatially defined and distributed open
spaces to serve the outdoor leisure and assembly needs of village residents, to enhance the form and appearance
of the village, and to foster a sense of community. The Village Common areas and squares shall be appropriately
landscaped as active gathering places with park benches, sitting areas, shaded areas, selected street furniture, and
outdoor lighting. The main Village Common shall generally be designed so it can contain places for activities
such as concerts, informal recreation, outdoor exhibits, and public gatherings in the day and evening.
(ii)
The main Village Commons area shall be no less than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet in size in the V-L
Zone, and forty thousand (40,000) square feet in size in the V-M Zone, and the other smaller greens shall be no
less than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet in size in both zones.
(iii)
The main Village Commons should be centrally located, should abut the highest intensity of storefront, civic,
and residential uses, should generally be surrounded on at least three (3) sides by roads, and should generally be
sited at natural vista terminations. Pedestrian walkways surrounding, and to and through the area shall be
provided. A structure such as a bandstand or a gazebo and a flag pole are encouraged. Other, smaller greens shall
be dispersed throughout the remainder of the Village Proper and the Village Fringe in such a way that no lot is
more than approximately one thousand three hundred twenty (1,320) feet walking distance from a common,
green, or square.
(iv)
The total amount of land designated for Village Commons, Greens, and Squares shall be a minimum of five
hundred (500) square feet of gross land area per dwelling unit in the Zone.
(2)
The Village Fringe shall generally include the area at the periphery of the Village Proper beyond the one-quarter
(1/4) mile walking distance from the edge of the village core or Village Commons and generally adjoins the
required Buffer Area. It shall be a lower density than the Village Proper. The only types of residential units
permitted are dwelling units on lots between one (1) and five (5) acres in size, with variation in the size of the
lots. The location of lots between one (1) and five (5) acres in size shall be in accordance with Figure 71.
(3)
Residential Areas.
(A)
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The purpose of these areas is to provide for a variety of housing opportunities and to provide for the flexible use
of residential buildings in an environment which is complemented with compatible uses, including the Storefront
Area, Civic Use Area, and Recreational Areas.
(B)
A range of residential unit types and lot sizes is required and shall be mixed throughout the Village Proper and
the Village Fringe, with small lot units located closer to the core of the village. Density shall decrease from the
core to the periphery of the Village Proper. Lot sizes and frontages shall vary as much as possible according to a
random pattern of a traditional village. Flag lots are generally not encouraged.
(C)
A mixture of the following dwelling unit types shall be provided in each Village Proper, in addition to the
mandatory storefront dwellings.
(i)
Large Lot: One-family detached dwellings on lots at least twenty-two thousand (22,000) square feet in size;
(ii)
Village House: One-family detached dwellings on lots between eight thousand eight hundred (8,800) square feet
and thirteen thousand (13,000) square feet in size, with small front yards;
(iii)
Narrow Lot Line: One-family detached dwellings on lots of at least six thousand (6,000) square feet with small
front and side yards;
(iv)
Duplex: One-family semidetached dwellings on lots of at least four thousand five hundred (4,500) square feet
per unit;
(v)
Townhouse: One-family attached dwelling units on lots of at least one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet;
and
(vi)
Multifamily: Buildings containing no more than six (6) dwelling units, with a height no greater than thirty-six
(36) feet, with the following exceptions. If the multifamily building is restricted to provide housing for senior
citizens, the building may contain no more than seventy-five (75) dwelling units. If the multifamily building is
located in the core of the village, adjacent to or fronting onto the green or common, and being a vista
termination, a portion of the building not to exceed two thousand four hundred (2,400) square feet at the vista
termination can exceed the thirty-six (36) feet height requirement, and can be extended upward as an
architectural treatment to a height of sixty-six (66) feet. In the review of the Specific Design Plan, the massing,
scale, and details of the multifamily building shall be reviewed to ensure compatibility with other buildings in
the core area.
(D)
Within the Village Proper, the following requirements for unit type distribution are as follows:
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MINIMUM
MAXIMUM
(PERCENTAGE) (PERCENTAGE)
Large Lots

-

10

Village Houses

20

35

Narrow Lot Lines 20

35

Duplex

-

35

Townhouse

-

20

Multifamily

-

10

(4)
Village Buffer.
(A)
The purpose of the Village Buffer is to preserve open space and sensitive natural features and to create a visual
and physical buffer which will clearly separate the distinct, rural, clustered villages and hamlets from each other
and from the traditional suburban patterns of development.
(B)
The Village Buffer shall comprise a minimum of twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross land area of the zone,
and shall meet the following dimensions (see Figure 71): the buffer area between villages shall be no less than
five hundred (500) feet; the buffer area between a village and a hamlet shall be no less than five hundred (500)
feet; the buffer area between hamlets shall be no less than two hundred (200) feet; and the buffer area shall be no
less than four hundred (400) feet wide at any point along the perimeter of the residential area of the Zone, except
as waived by the District Council to accommodate specific site conditions, such as where permanently
undevelopable open space such as a floodplain, tree conservation easement, or public parkland, public school
sites, or other similar institutional or quasi-public uses abut the perimeter of the village development; where
there are unusual environmental or topographic conditions; where the Zone abuts property in the V-L or V-M
Zone; where the Village Buffer contains agricultural uses, a golf course, or riding stables; or where a Historic
Site, so designated on the Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan, is in the Village Buffer. In no
case shall the width of the Village Buffer be less than one hundred fifty (150) feet, unless the perimeter of the
village abuts property owned by the Prince George's County Board of Education or the M-NCPPC, in which
case the width of the Village Buffer may be reduced by the District Council to one hundred (100) feet. Where
the Village Buffer abuts traditional suburban patterns of development, it may be necessary to increase the width
of the Buffer to achieve the goals stated in subparagraph (A), above.
(C)
Unless a Special Exception has been approved for agricultural uses, a golf course, or a riding stable, the land
within the Village Buffer shall be conveyed at the time of final plat approval to the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, a quasi-public organization approved by the Planning Board, or the
Homeowners' Association, for preservation as permanent open space, or for passive recreation uses. For the
purposes of this Subsection, passive recreation uses shall include equestrian, pedestrian, and bicycle trails
systems. The body to whom the land is to be conveyed shall be subject to the approval of the District Council at
the time of approval of the Comprehensive Design Plan, or at a later date to be determined by the District
Council.
(D)
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Land within the Village Buffer for which a Special Exception has been approved for a golf course or a riding
stable shall be replaced with an equal amount of undisturbed open space at another location within the Zone.
This undisturbed open space shall be subject to the requirements of subparagraph (C), above.
(E)
Land within the Village Buffer in excess of forty percent (40%) of the required buffer area and for which a
Special Exception has been approved for agricultural uses shall be replaced with an equal amount of undisturbed
open space at another location within the Zone. This undisturbed open space shall be subject to the requirements
of subparagraph (C), above.
(F)
If a Special Exception has been approved for agricultural uses, a golf course, or a riding stable in the Village
Buffer, the District Council shall, at the time of approval of the Comprehensive Design Plan, approve
appropriate deed restrictions and covenants that ensure that if the Special Exception use ceases, the land will be
preserved and maintained as permanent open space, or for passive recreation uses. The body to whom the land is
to be conveyed if the Special Exception ceases shall be determined by the District Council at the time of
Comprehensive Design Plan approval, or at a later time to be determined by the District Council.
(G)
Any land dedicated for open space purposes in the Village Buffer shall contain appropriate covenants and deed
restrictions approved by the District Council that ensure that the area will not be subdivided in the future, and
that appropriate provisions are made for the maintenance of the open space.
(5)
Recreational Areas.
(A)
The purpose of the Recreational Areas is to provide active recreational facilities to serve all residents of the
Zone.
(B)
The area of each parcel of open space designed for active recreational purposes shall be of such minimum
dimensions as to be functionally usable.
(C)
Recreational Areas should be convenient and accessible to the dwelling units they are intended to serve.
However, because of noise generation, they should be sited with sensitivity to surrounding development.
(D)
Any land designated as a Recreational Area shall contain appropriate covenants and deed restrictions approved
by the Planning Board that ensure that the area will not be subdivided in the future, and that appropriate
provisions are made for the maintenance of the area.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-49-1995; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-514.04. - Density.
(a)
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The density of the entire Zone shall not be more than one and three-tenths (1.3) dwelling units per gross acre in
the Village-Low (V-L) Zone.
(b)
The density of the entire Zone shall not be more than two (2) dwelling units per gross acre in the VillageMedium (V-M) Zone.
(c)
Ten percent (10%) of the density shall be moderately priced dwelling units. A density increment, not to exceed
ten percent (10%), shall be granted for provision of the moderately priced dwelling units, provided that the
moderately priced dwelling units are designated as senior citizen housing, and further provided the total density
does not exceed one and three tenths (1.3) dwelling units per gross acre in the V-L Zone and two (2) dwelling
units per gross acre in the V-M Zone. When the moderately priced dwelling units are designated as senior
housing, the basis for the density determination set forth in Section 27-486(a), which requires the deletion of
fifty percent (50%) of any land located within a one hundred (100) year floodplain, shall not apply, and the
density calculation shall be based on gross acreage.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-49-1995)
Sec. 27-514.05. - Open Space.
(a)
A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the gross area of the Zone shall be designated as open space. This shall
include the required Village Buffer, Recreational Areas, and Village Commons, Squares, and Greens.
(b)
All areas not included in a platted lot that are not designated for residential, parking, civic, or storefront use, and
not included within a street right-of-way shall be included in the calculation of open space.
(c)
The open space, to the extent possible, shall include all sensitive natural features, including streams and stream
buffers, slopes over twenty-five percent (25%), slopes over fifteen percent (15%) on highly erodible soils, one
hundred (100) year floodplains, wetlands, and wetland buffers, and woodland conservation areas.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)
Sec. 27-514.06. - Design Standards and Building Material Requirements.
(a)
General.
(1)
The Village Proper shall be arranged in a generally rectilinear network of interconnecting streets and blocks, and
should generally be located so as not to conflict with sensitive environmental areas. The Village Fringe should
be arranged in a generally irregular network of interconnecting streets, balanced with the need to leave
environmentally sensitive areas undisturbed. In general, cul-de-sacs in the Village Proper should be avoided and
long cul-de-sacs are strongly discouraged.
(2)
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The Village Fringe and the Village Proper shall be connected through a logical extension of the street network,
so as to provide clear connections between the peripheral lots and the village center and a cohesive design for
the Village Zone.
(3)
The length of a block in the Village Proper shall generally range from one hundred (100) to four hundred (400)
feet in length, and the length of a block in the Village Fringe shall generally range from eight hundred (800) to
one thousand (1000) feet in length, as measured along the property (right-of-way) line, although block sizes may
vary from this standard due to topographic, environmental, or other valid design considerations.
(4)
Each block which includes storefront or townhouse unit lots shall be designed to include a private alley.
(5)
The highest density shall be located in the center of the community, or around the Village Commons, with lower
density on the periphery of the Village Proper, and the lowest density in the Village Fringe.
(6)
At the option of the applicant, the Village Zone may include an unplatted village expansion area at its periphery,
which area is reserved for future expansion of uses. Such area shall not encroach on or be counted as part of the
Buffer Area or required open space. The unplatted expansion space shall not be platted or built unless it is shown
in full detail as part of an approved Specific Design Plan.
(7)
Lot layout, path, and sidewalk design shall ensure pedestrian access to each lot in the Village Proper.
(8)
A consistently high quality of architecture shall be used throughout this development. The mass and spatial
relationships should emulate traditional villages and regional context in style, materials, and character. It is
recommended that the development in this zone conform to the scale, materials, colors, facade modulation,
fences, and landscaping which emulate the historic character of the existing buildings and streetscapes in the
region. The public realm is the critical visual feature of the village and consists of the spaces, streetscape, and
proportions between the heights of buildings and the distance between buildings along the street fronts, the
sidewalks, squares, parks and open spaces, the sense of enclosure and visual terminations. These design qualities
shall be considered just as important as the buildings which define these spaces. Streetscape design, including
street trees, sidewalks, street lighting fixtures, front fences and hedges, building massing, and the spaces
between buildings, paving design and materials, and street furniture, shall be subject to the same standards as the
architecture for high quality and historic village character.
(9)
General architectural guidelines are as follows:
(A)
Facade modulation shall reference the historic scale, facades, and details of the region. Articulation of the front
facade may be handled through various creative methods with significant architectural elements, such as offsets,
porches, sunrooms, bay windows, trellised gardens, privacy walls, and multiple wall planes.
(B)
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Intermixing of gabled roofs, hipped roofs with articulated cornices, flat roofs, flat roofs with built up parapet
walls, and roofs with different pitches is encouraged on different buildings along a street, as a way of
introducing diversity into the streetscape.
(C)
In order to maintain the high standards of this residential development, the use of "natural materials" is
encouraged. The term "natural materials" shall constitute the following: brick, stone, stucco, iron, steel, and
wood. Vinyl and aluminum siding are discouraged. Only the highest quality of vinyl and aluminum siding shall
be permitted. Roof material shall be wood, slate, cooper, standing seam metal, fiber glass, architectural grade
asphalt, or shall emulate these materials.
(D)
Any side wall that parallels the street shall comply with the same architectural guidelines as required for front
facades.
(E)
Multifamily buildings shall be compatible in style, scale, materials, and colors with surrounding dwellings.
(10)
The streetscape and streetscape elements shall be designed to provide a sense of visual harmony with the
buildings, pedestrian and street network, and open space. These elements shall include street trees, sidewalks
and plazas, street lighting fixtures, signage, and street furniture such as benches, trash receptacles, and phone
kiosks. To insure consistency through the development, a conceptual streetscape plan shall be approved as part
of the Comprehensive Design Plan, and shall be implemented and approved in each Specific Design Plan. Street
furniture elements shall be compatible in form, material, and finish. Style shall be coordinated with that of
existing or proposed site architecture and decorative street lighting. Selection of street furniture shall consider
the architectural styles of the village, durability, maintenance, and aesthetic impact.
(11)
An integrated public street system with a variety of street standards shall be conceptually designed as part of the
Comprehensive Design Plan. The street hierarchy shall be related to the street's function on the site, the average
daily traffic (ADT) levels, lot frontage, design space, and the need for on-street parking. The design of the public
street system shall include typical cross-sections showing paving widths, medians, parking, greenway and
landscaping, sidewalks, and utility easements. The conceptual street system shall be approved by the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement as part of the Comprehensive Design Plan, and shall be
implemented through the Specific Design Plan. The public street system shall be designed to emulate the
vehicular, parking, pedestrian, and landscape patterns found in typical historic village settlements.
(12)
Porches and Yards.
(A)
All Village Houses and Narrow Lot Line Houses should have a front porch. Front porches are encouraged for all
residential dwellings.
(B)
All one-family dwelling units within the Village Proper shall have clearly defined front and rear yards using
landscaping, walls, or fencing.
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(C)
A hedge, wooden picket type fence, decorative metal fence, or wall approximately three (3) feet high is required
in the front yards of fifty percent (50%) of the one-family residential dwellings.
(D)
All townhouses and duplexes should have a separate entrance articulated with a covered entranceway, porch, or
canopy.
(13)
Walls and Fences.
(A)
Walls and fences shall be erected where required for privacy, screening, separation, security, to define common
versus private space, or to serve other necessary functions.
(B)
Design and materials shall be functional, they shall complement the character of the buildings, and they shall be
suited to the nature of the development.
(C)
Chain link fences are not permitted in any yard in the Village Proper. Chain link fences may be used to enclose
side or rear yards only in the Village Fringe, but should not be visible from a public street.
(14)
Parking design standards.
(A)
No parking for townhouses shall be permitted in parking bays perpendicular to the street frontage or in front
yards. Parking shall be provided in the rear yards, perpendicular to the alley, and fenced or screened from the
yard, or shall be provided in a common off-street parking area. Such common parking areas or garages shall be
adequately buffered from residences.
(B)
Parking for duplexes shall be provided for in garages in the rear or side yard, or in perpendicular spaces in the
rear yard, accessed from an alley. Adjacent driveways shall be offset from the property line by a minimum of
four (4) feet. Garages are strongly recommended as separate structures in the rear yard which can be connected
to the house with a walkway. If a garage is attached, side yard entrances are recommended. If garages cannot be
located in the rear yard or cannot have a side yard access, garages must be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet
from the front facade.
(C)
Where otherwise not required, private alleys are encouraged for all dwelling units within the Village Proper.
(D)
Garages and carports shall comply with the general architectural criteria applicable to dwellings.
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(15)
Building and Design Requirements for Civic and Storefront Buildings.
(A)
Civic.
(i)
Civic buildings shall not exceed thirty-six (36) feet in height, unless waived by the District Council.
(ii)
Civic buildings and structures should be of materials, scale, and colors compatible with each other and distinct
from the character of other buildings in the Village Proper.
(B)
Storefront.
(i)
Storefront buildings fronting on the same street and located on the same block may be attached, provided a
limited number of pedestrian walkways are located between storefront buildings. Storefront buildings shall have
at least sixty percent (60%) of their front facade coincident with their block frontage.
(ii)
The principal entrance shall be from the sidewalk along the street.
(iii)
The construction of open colonnades over a sidewalk which adjoins storefront buildings may be permitted
subject to an appropriate easement.
(16)
Different architectural styles may be used throughout the development, emulating the growth of a typical village
through time. However, all buildings must be of the highest architectural quality. In order to ensure such quality,
to ensure the compatibility of the architecture styles, and to ensure that each village development has a distinct,
individual appearance, specific architectural design standards shall be incorporated as part of the Comprehensive
Design Plan, to address such details as historic styles, variety of unit types and facades, materials, colors,
windows (size, type, placement), relationship between first floor and finished grade, roof lines, roof pitches, and
other facade details. These specific design standards shall be implemented by, and approved at, Specific Design
Plan stage.
(17)
Lot size, yard, height and lot coverage requirements for dwelling units shall be as follows unless alternative
standards that are consistent with the purposes and guidelines of the zone are approved by the District Council at
the time of Comprehensive Design Plan approval. Minimum and maximum lot size requirements shall not be
varied.
TOWN
HOUSE

SEMIDETACHED

NARROW
LOT LINE

VILLAGE
HOUSE

LARGE
LOT
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Net Lot Area (minimum sq.
ft.)

1,600
per unit

4,500
per unit

6,000

8,800

22,000

Net Lot Area (maximum sq.
ft.)

-

-

-

13,000

-

Front yard (minimum)

12'

15'

15'

15'

25'

Front yard (maximum)

18'

25'

25'

25'

-

Lot width minimum at street
line

18'

40'

50'

70'

-

Lot width minimum at
building line

-

-

-

80'

120'

Lot width maximum

32'

70'

70'

100'

-

Rear yard minimum (with
perpendicular parking)

55'

55'

-

-

-

Rear yard minimum (without
perpendicular parking)

35'

35'

50'

50'

50'

One

-

-

4'

5'

17'

Both

-

-

10'

12'

35'

Minimum lot depth

100'

100'

75'

100'

150'

Minimum space between end
buildings

30'

15'

-

-

-

Maximum height

36'

36'

36'

36'

36'

Coverage (maximum
percentage of net lot area)

70

70

60

50

30

Side yards (minimum)

NOTE: Front open porches projecting from the facade may lie within the front yard to within 10 feet of the
property line (right-of-way line).
(18)
The lots on which Storefront buildings are located shall be subject to the following standards, unless alternative
standards that are consistent with the purposes and guidelines of the zone are approved by the District Council at
the time of the Comprehensive Design Plan approval. The height requirements shall not be varied.
HEIGHT

MINIMUM LOT
DEPTH

MINIMUM LOT
WIDTH

MAXIMUM LOT
WIDTH

Minimum 2 stories, maximum 3 stories,
minimum 25 feet, and maximum 40 feet

96 feet

16 feet

48 feet

(19)
Lot coverage, yard, and height requirements for accessory buildings shall be as follows unless alternative
standards that are consistent with the purposes and guidelines of the zone are approved by the District Council at
the time of Comprehensive Design Plan approval.
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DETACHED
(LARGE LOT)

ALL OTHER
ONE-FAMILY
DWELLING UNITS

25

25

From front street line

80

60

From side lot line

15

2

From rear lot line

10

2

From alley line

10

5

30

30

From side street line (along which an abutting lot does
25
not front)

15

From rear lot line

12

10

Height (Maximum in Feet above the Ground)

15

15

Coverage (Maximum Percentage of Yard)
Setback (Minimum in Feet):

If a corner lot: 1
From side street line (along which an abutting lot
fronts)

1 Requirements for setback from front street line and alley line are the same as for accessory buildings in
general.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-49-1995; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-514.07. - Parking Requirements.
(a)
General Requirements. The parking requirements in this Subsection are in addition to Part 11 of this Subtitle.
Where there is a conflict between these Sections, the requirements in this Subsection shall control.
(1)
The design and layout of parking areas shall provide an aesthetically pleasing design and an efficient
arrangement. The design and layout of the area shall not have a negative impact on surrounding development
and on contiguous and adjacent buildings or land. Parking lots should not be the dominant visual features of the
streetscape.
(2)
Parking shall not be allowed in the Buffer Area, unless specifically approved for permitted or special exception
recreational facilities.
(3)
Off-street Parking Location and Access.
(A)
Off-street parking lots shall generally be located at the rear of buildings.
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(B)
No off-street parking shall be permitted in the front yards of buildings located in the storefront or attached
dwelling unit areas, nor shall off-street parking be the principal use of corner lots in these areas.
(C)
Adjacent parking lots shall have off-street vehicular and pedestrian connections.
(D)
Parking lots in the Storefront and Residential Areas should generally be accessible from a private alley only.
(E)
Garages or carports for Residential Areas shall not be located at a vista termination, and shall be located a
minimum of ten (10) feet behind any portion of the street facade of the principal building, and, if served by a
private alley, shall be set back at least two (2) feet from the alley right-of-way.
(4)
Modification of Off-Street Parking Requirements.
(A)
In conjunction with approval of a Specific Design Plan, the Prince George's County Planning Board may reduce
requirements for off-street parking serving a particular lot, to the extent that the applicant can demonstrate that
adequate parking is provided on-street or within a maximum distance of five hundred (500) feet from the lot, or
that uses which do not generate the need for parking at the same time may share a parking lot.
(B)
The Planning Board may authorize certain unpaved and landscaped areas to be reserved for future required offstreet parking.
(5)
Parking Design Requirements.
(A)
Parking lots providing for more than twenty (20) motor vehicle spaces shall, where possible, be subdivided into
modular parking bays. A single row or line of spaces within a bay should be no more than ten (10) spaces in
length.
(B)
Parking spaces for oversized vehicles, including, but not limited to, recreational vehicles, boats, tandem trailers,
trucks, and buses, shall be sized as per standards as determined by the Planning Board. In addition, these
vehicles cannot be stored or parked in required parking areas or areas assigned to residential vehicles. A limited
number of parking spaces shall be provided outside the Village Proper and be appropriately screened and
landscaped to obscure the entire vehicle from view at all times of the year.
(C)
In parking lots with twenty (20) or more parking spaces, pedestrian walkways are encouraged.
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(D)
If not located in the rear of a building, a parking lot shall have a setback equal to the front yard setback of the
adjacent buildings.
(6)
Driveways.
(A)
A shared driveway along the side property line may serve two (2) adjoining single-family detached lots. Shared
driveways shall be maintained by the homeowner's association. For those single-family detached lots which do
not have a shared driveway, no part of any driveway serving a dwelling shall be located within two (2) feet of a
side property line. The Planning Board may permit a driveway serving two (2) or more adjacent sites to be
located on or splitting a side property line between the adjacent nonresidential sites.
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-49-1995)
Sec. 27-514.07.01. - Hamlets.
(a)
A Hamlet(s) may be included within the V-M and V-L Zones, provided the total number of gross acres in the
Zone is more than the minimum required land area for the Zone as specified in Section 27-514.02.
(b)
General requirements.
(1)
The following criteria shall be met in each Hamlet:
(A)
The land area included within the Hamlet shall not exceed the total number of gross acres within the Zone,
minus the required land area for the Zone as specified in Section 27-514.02.
(B)
The total number of dwelling units within the Hamlet shall not be less than twenty (20), or more than forty (40),
except as waived by the District Council to accommodate specific site conditions, such as where the Zone
contains unusual environmental or topographic conditions. In no case shall the number of dwelling units in the
Hamlet be less than ten (10) or more than sixty (60).
(C)
The density of the Hamlet shall be based on the maximum allowable density for the entire Zone, and shall not be
calculated for the individual Hamlet.
(D)
The open space requirement for the Hamlet shall be based on the requirement for the entire Zone, and shall not
be calculated for the individual Hamlet.
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(c)
Uses.
(1)
The following residential use types, as described in Section 27-514.03, as well as storefront dwellings, shall be
permitted in the Hamlet:
(A)
Large Lot;
(B)
Village House;
(C)
Narrow Lot Line;
(D)
Duplex.
(2)
The Storefront and Civic Use Areas, as described in Section 27-514.03, are permitted, but are not required, in
the Hamlet. If these Use Areas are not provided within the Hamlet, the dwelling units located within the Hamlet
shall be used in the calculation of required gross floor area in the Storefront Area and gross land area in the
Civic Use Area for the entire Zone.
(3)
Each Hamlet shall contain at least one (1) Main Hamlet Commons area, designed according to the standards of
the Main Village Commons, which shall be no less than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet in size.
(4)
Each Hamlet shall contain at least one (1) Recreational Area.
(d)
Site and building design guidelines.
(1)
The distribution of dwelling unit types set forth in Section 27-514.03 shall apply to the entire Zone and not to
individual Hamlets.
(2)
Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, the design guidelines set forth in Section 27-514.06
shall apply to the Hamlet.
(3)
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Access to the Hamlet should be provided through the Village.
(4)
Unless waived by the District Council to accommodate specific site conditions, such as unusual environmental
or topographic conditions, the lots in the Hamlet shall be no less than five hundred (500) feet from the lots in the
Village.
(CB-10-1992; CB-47-1996)
SUBDIVISION 8. - R-L ZONE (RESIDENTIAL LOW DEVELOPMENT).
Sec. 27-514.08. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the Zone are to:
(1)
Establish (in the public interest) a plan implementation Zone, in which (among other things):
(A)
Permissible residential density is dependent upon providing public benefit features and related density increment
factors; and
(B)
The location of the Zone must be in accordance with the adopted and approved General Plan, Master Plan,
Sector Plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
Establish regulations through which adopted and approved public plans and policies (such as the General Plan,
Master Plans, Sector Plans, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning Changes) can serve as the criteria for judging
individual development proposals;
(3)
Assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and proposed surrounding land uses, and existing
and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and
future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(4)
Encourage amenities and public facilities to be provided in conjunction with residential development;
(5)
Encourage and stimulate balanced land development;
(6)
Improve the overall quality and variety of residential environments in the Regional District;
(7)
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Encourage low-density residential development which provides for a variety of one-family dwelling types,
including a large lot component, in a planned development;
(8)
Protect significant natural, cultural, historical, or environmental features and create substantial open space areas
in concert with a unique living environment; and
(9)
Protect viewsheds and landscape/woodland buffers along the primary roadways and woodlands, open fields, and
other natural amenities within the Zone.
(CB-71-1991; CB-77-2006)
Sec. 27-514.09. - Uses.
(a)
The general principle for land uses in this Zone is that uses shall be either residential in nature, or necessary to
serve the dominant residential uses. These latter uses shall be integrated with the residential environment
without disrupting the residential character of residential activities.
(b)
The uses allowed in the Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(CB-71-1991)
Sec. 27-514.10. - Regulations.
(a) GENERAL STANDARDS.
RESIDENTIAL LOW 0.51

RESIDENTIAL LOW 1.01

(1) Minimum size of Zone (except
as provided below)

100 adjoining gross acres

100 adjoining gross acres

(2) Base residential density

0.5 dwelling units per gross acre

1.0 dwelling units per gross acre

(3) Maximum residential density

0.9 dwelling units per gross acre

1.5 dwelling units per gross acre

(4) Maximum mixed retirement
development density

8 units per gross acre

8 units per gross acre

1 The base density shall not establish the minimum density for development in the zone.
(b) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY INCREMENT FACTORS.
RESIDENTIAL LOW 0.5
(1) For open space land at a ratio of
at least 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling
units (with a minimum size of 1
25% in dwelling units
acre), an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

RESIDENTIAL LOW 1.0

25% in dwelling units
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(2) For enhancing existing physical 2.5% in dwelling units
features (such as break-front
treatment of waterways, sodding of
slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth,
and the like), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed
(3) For a pedestrian system
separated from vehicular rights-ofway, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

2.5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational development of
open space (including minimum
improvements of heavy grading,
seeding, mulching, utilities, off10% in dwelling units
street parking, walkways,
landscaping, and playground
equipment), an increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(5) For public facilities (except
streets and open space areas), an
increment factor may be granted,
not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers
with space provided for quasipublic services (such as churches,
day care centers for children,
10% in dwelling units
community meeting rooms, and the
like), a density increment factor
may be granted, not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access
or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be
granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

5% in dwelling units

(c) PUBLIC BENEFIT FEATURES AND DENSITY/INTENSITY INCREMENT
FACTORS FOR MIXED RETIREMENT DEVELOPMENT.
(1) For open space at a ratio of 3.5 acres per 100 dwelling units (with a
minimum size of 1 acre) an increment factor may be granted, not to
exceed

25% in dwelling units

(2) For enhancing existing physical features (such as breakfront
treatment of waterways, sodding of slopes susceptible to erosion action,
thinning and grubbing of growth, and the like), an increment factor may
be granted, not to exceed

25% in dwelling units

(3) For a pedestrian system separated from vehicular rights-of-way, an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(4) For recreational/community/cultural facilities including at a
minimum an indoor/outdoor swimming pool and a community center

50% in dwelling units
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with facilities catering to the retired, elderly, or physically handicapped
(5) For public facilities (except streets and open space areas),an
increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

30% in dwelling units

(6) For creating activity centers with space provided for quasi-public
services (such as churches, community meeting rooms, and the like), a
density increment factor may be granted not to exceed

10% in dwelling units

(7) For incorporating solar access or active/passive solar energy in
design, an increment factor may be granted, not to exceed

5% in dwelling units

(8) For providing 3 or more different dwelling types

15% in dwelling units for each
additional dwelling unit type

(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
The types of dwelling units permitted shall be limited to one-family detached and attached dwellings. No more
than thirty-five percent (35%) of the total number of dwelling units shall be attached units. These regulations do
not apply to a Mixed Retirement Development located on a tract containing a minimum of one hundred fifty
(150) acres.
(2)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(3)
Additional regulations concerning development and use of property in the R-L Zone are as provided for in
Divisions 1, 4, and 5 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and
the Landscape Manual.
(4)
Recreational development consisting of an eighteen (18) hole golf course, within an open space public benefit
feature, may be eliminated provided the recreational development is not needed to sustain a density increment
granted by the applicable Comprehensive Design Plan initially approved prior to 1996. A Specific Design Plan
hearing is required prior to issuance of fifty percent (50%) of the permits for the development, demonstrating to
the satisfaction of the Planning Board or the District Council that (1) any required tennis court, teen court,
swimming center or other recreational facilities will be completed and open prior to the issuance of any
residential permit exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the density approved on the Comprehensive Design Plan; (2)
that proper and final preservation, design and access to the former golf course land as permanent open space is
approved as part of the Specific Design review; and (3) it is determined whether or not other recreation facilities
in lieu of the golf course are necessary to provide the homeowners with a well-balanced program of recreational
facilities.
(e)
Adjoining properties.
(1)
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For the purposes of this Section, the word "adjoining" also includes properties separated by streets, other public
rights-of-way, or railroad lines.
(f)
Gross density.
(1)
In establishing the maximum gross density, the District Council shall consider the design guidelines or standards
intended to implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional
Map Amendment Zoning Change and the existing zoning of the property to be rezoned.
(CB-71-1991; CB-30-1996; CB-78-1996; CB-99-1997; CB-77-2006; CB-57-2009; CB-91-2016)
Sec. 27-514.11. - Minimum size exceptions.
(a)
The minimum size requirements shall not apply if:
(1)
The District Council finds that an area of less than one hundred (100) acres is suitable because of its unique
historical character, topography, or landscape features; or
(2)
The subject property shares a significant common boundary with an existing V-L, V-M, R-L, or R-S Zone.
(CB-71-1991; CB-10-1992)
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-515. - Uses permitted.
(a)
No use shall be allowed in the Comprehensive Design Zones, except as provided for in the Table of Uses. In the
table, the following applies:
(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside the building;
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(B)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from outside the building, other
than a business identification sign lettered on a window. Which sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area;
and
(C)
The use shall be secondary to the primary use of the building.
(4)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a primary use on the premises;
(B)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the primary use;
(C)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the primary use; and
(D)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the primary use is located.
(5)
The letter "X" or a blank (unless otherwise clear from the context) indicates that the use is prohibited.
(6)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(7)
The word "manufacturer" includes the words "fabricate," "assemble," and "repair."
(8)
Whenever the table refers to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as accordingly listed in the zone in which it is allowed.
(CB-53-1991; CB-71-1991)
(b)
TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
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USE

M- L- E- R- R- R- R- V- VA- A- I- U M S L L M
C C A

(1) COMMERCIAL:
(A) Eating or drinking establishments:
(i) Delicatessen

P

P

P6 P9 P9 P9 P9 P9 P9

(ii) All others

P

P

P6 X

X

X

X

P6 P6

P

P

P6 X

X

X

X

P

P

X

P

P6 X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P6 X

X

X

X

P

P

Check Cashing Business
(CB-23-2009)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Commercial office and storage for the design, marketing,
furnishing, and inventory management of office equipment and
systems
(CB-19-1997)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P2 P2 P7 X

X

X

X

P

P

2,7

2,7

(B) Vehicle service:
Gas station
(CB-39-1988)
Vehicle repair and service station:
(i) For major and minor repairs and parts replacement
(ii) For minor repairs and parts replacement, placed
underground in an enclosed structure
(C) Offices:

General Offices
Medical practitioner's office/medical clinic(which may include
private spa)

P
30

P

P

P6 X

X

X

X

P

P

(i) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and
P
27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P6 P

P

P

P

P

P

(i) Limited to pickup stations

X

X

P6 X

X

X

X

P

P

(ii) All others

P

P3 X

X

X

X

X

P3 P3

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Retail estate subdivision sales office:

(ii) All others
(D) Services:
Barber or beauty shop
(CB-53-1991)
Dry cleaning or laundry establishments:

Funeral parlor or undertaking establishments
Pet grooming shop, provided all animals are confined to the
interior of the building and adequate measures are taken to control
noise and odor
(CB-24-2001)
Repair shop:
(i) For small items (such as watches, clothing, and shoes)
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(ii) All others (except vehicle repair and service station)

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Commercial outlet for the sale or display of items produced on the
X
premises

X

P6 X

X

X

X

X

X

33

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)
X
(1)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Drug store
(CB-39-1988)

P

P

P6 X

X

X

X

P5 P5

(i) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and
P
27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Florist shop
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Food or beverage store

P

P4 X

P

P

P

P

10

10

10

10

P4 P4

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions
(CB-59-2010)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Retail tobacco business
(CB-15-2017)

SE X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Seafood market
(CB-49-1987)

P

P4 X

X

X

X

X

P4 P4

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

Specialty shop (featuring hard or soft wares)

P

P5 X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

Variety or dry goods store

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P5 P5

Video game or tape store
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex, in accordance with
Section 27-532.03
(CB-44-1997)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(E) Trade (Generally Retail, Consistent with the Purposes of the
Zone) such as:
Book, newspaper, or magazine store (except adult book store)
Buying of items within guest rooms and vehicles pursuant to
Section 27-155(a)(2)

Department store
(CB-5-2002)

P

P

Firewood sales:

(ii) All others

Hobby shop
(CB-39-1988)
Photographic supply store

Seasonal decorations display and sales:
(i) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and
P
27-261
(ii) All others

Wayside stand as a temporary use

P
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(2) INDUSTRIAL:
Brewery or distillery

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Industrial metal, waste, rag, glass, or paper salvage operation

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

16

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Manufacturing, assembly or packaging of products from
previously prepared materials, such as cloth, plastic, paper, and the
like

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) Manufacturing of electrical and electronic equipment and
component parts for radio, television, telephone, computer, and
similar equipment

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(D) Manufacturing and assembly of metal products, such as
automobiles and appliances; structural steel fabricating shops,
machine shops, forges, and foundries

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(E) Manufacturing involving primary production from raw
materials

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Printing and lithographic shop

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Research facility

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Vehicle salvage or wrecking operation

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Warehouses and distribution facility

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Adult day care center
(CB-2-2017)

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery
(CB-23-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Day care center for children
(CB-23-1988)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution (excluding hospital)

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

Family day care

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Hospital (which may include private spa)

X

X

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

Institutional use of a medical, religious, or research nature (which
may include private spa)

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Nursing or care home (which may include private spa)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(A) School or studio for artistic or technical instruction
(CB-2-2003)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others 15
(CB-23-1988)

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Laboratory, experimental testing, or film
Maintenance or service yard

P

Manufacturing activity, such as:

(C) Manufacturing of food products

(3) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:

School, private:
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(4) MISCELLANEOUS:
Accessory structures and uses:
(A) Community and private spa

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

(B) Conveyor system

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(C) Laboratory

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(D) Office

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

P

P

(E) Warehouse

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(F) All others

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

35

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Garage or other structure commonly associated with a dwelling

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Guest house
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Home occupation

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

Interim use involving minor improvements, as approved by the
District Council either at the time of rezoning or upon later petition

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Medical Cannabis Dispensary, subject to conformance with Section
27-464.08 of this Subtitle 37
(CB-47-2017)

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mixed-Use Planned Community; list of permitted uses is the same as
in the M-X-T Zone
X
(CB-13-2002)

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Mobile home, with use for which amusement taxes collected 13

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

Qualified data center in accordance with Section 27-532.06
(CB-1-2021)

P

X

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

Regional Urban Community
(CB-29-2008)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

Signs identifying the principal use, in accordance with Part 12

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Use which can be justified as similar to a listed allowed use 1

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise allowed
(CB-120-1989)
Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery 20
(CB-11-1991; CB-10-1992)
Collection of recyclable materials:
(A) As a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and
27-261
(B) All others
Consolidated storage in accordance with Section 27-475.04
(CB-61-2003)

P

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities), construction
yard, shed, or building:
(A) In connection with a construction project as a temporary use,
in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
(B) All others

3165/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the E- X
I-A Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception)
(CB-22-2020)

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

38

(5) PUBLIC/QUASI PUBLIC:
Ambulance service, private

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Library

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Post Office

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Public buildings and uses

P

P

P8 P

P

P

P

P

P

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station 12

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) On a tract of land greater than 150 contiguous acres, (which
may include land in any other zone where the use is permitted by
right), such land having been leased or purchased from a public
agency

X

P

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

(B) All others
(CB-53-1995)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Carnival, circus, fair, or similar use not exceeding 17 days duration
and only on parking lot, as a temporary use in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Club or lodge (private)
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Commercial recreational attraction
(CB-93-1994)

X

X

X

X

X

26

X

X

X

Community building

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on land leased
from, and owned by, a public agency

P

P

X

X

P

X

X

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-47-1995)

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Golf course
(CB-10-1992)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Golf Course Conference/Hotel Complex
(CB-45-2002)

X

X

X

X

X

Museum, art gallery, aquarium, cultural center, or similar facility
(noncommercial)

P

X

P

X

Park, playground, or other outdoor recreational area

P

P

P

Public or quasi-public recreational use

P

P

Recreational campground (involving minor improvements) as an
interim use, provided it is approved by the District Council on the
Basic Plan

X

Recreational or entertainment establishment located within a building P

(6) RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:
Amusement center
(CB-35-1994)
Arena (stadium): 27

SE

Courts (indoor) (tennis, handball, racquet-ball, or volleyball):

SE SE
24

24

34

SE X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P
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(which may include public spa)
Reducing/exercise salon or health club
(CB-9-2003; CB-102-2004; CB-110-2012)

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

Riding stable
(CB-10-1992; CB-39-1998)

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

(A) Privately owned and commercially operated on land leased
from, and owned by, a public agency

P

P

SE X

P

X

(B) All others
(CB-89-1994; CB-47-1995)

P

P

SE X

X

Swimming pool or spa (any type)

P

P

X

P

Theatre (indoor)
(CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992)

P

P

X

Assisted living facility
(CB-78-1996)

P

P

Country inn
(CB-94-2010)

X

X

X

SE SE
24

24

X

P

P

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

X

X

X

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

X

36

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Dwelling (any type, except mobile home, multifamily, three-family,
two-family, and storefront) 29, 36 , outside a Planned Environmental
P
Preservation Community
(CB-53-1991; CB-71-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-56-1996; CB-35-2003;
CB-58-2016)

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

23

23

Dwelling, multifamily
(CB-71-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-99-1997)

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

31

23

23

Dwelling, three-family and two-family
(CB-53-1991)

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

X

X

Dwelling, storefront
(CB-53-1991)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Flag lot development 19
(CB-72-1989; CB-10-1992)

P

P

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

21

21

Group residential facility for up to 8 mentally handicapped dependent
persons
P
(CB-29-2012)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Hotel
(CB-39-1988)

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

28

28

28

28

28

28

X

X

Motel
(CB-16-1987)

X

X

11

X

X

X

X

X

X

Planned Environmental Preservation Community
(CB-35-2003

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in accordance
with Section 27-532.05 (effective 10/1/2019)
P
(CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Skating facility:

(7) RESIDENTIAL/LODGING:

Mixed Retirement Development
(CB-78-1996)

P

P
11

X
P
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(8) RESOURCE PRODUCTION/RECOVERY:
Agricultural uses:
(A) Floriculture, horticulture, or gardening (may include private
noncommercial greenhouse)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) All others, except the raising of animals or fowl for
commercial purposes

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

(C) The raising of animals or fowl for commercial purposes
(CB-10-1992)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Sand and gravel wet-processing

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

Surface mining
(CB-10-1992)

SE SE
SE SE SE SE SE SE SE 22 22

P

P

SE SE
25

25

SE SE
25

25

X

X

(9)
TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:
Airport, airpark, airfield, or airstrip

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Automobile rental

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Bus station or terminal

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Heliport or helistop

P

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking lot or garage, or loading area, in accordance with Part 11

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Parking of mobile home in public right of-way 14

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Parking of mobile home not otherwise provided for

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(A) Railroad yard, roundhouse car barn, or freight station

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(B) All other public utility uses or structures, except wireless
telecommunications

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

X

X

P

P

P

SE SE SE SE X

X

(D) Towers and related buildings for wireless telecommunications
SE SE SE SE SE SE SE X
(CB-62-2000)

X

Public utility or wireless telecommunications use or structure: 32

(C) Antennas, poles, and related buildings for wireless
telecommunications:
(i) In accordance with Section 27-445.04
(ii) Without restriction, but subject to normal site plan review
procedures

Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-488.01:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

(B) Over 10 feet in diameter to serve only 1 dwelling unit

SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled, or not
currently licensed, except where specifically authorized 17
(CB-4-1987)

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Taxicab stand

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Telegraph or messenger service

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Trucking or motor freight station

X

X

P

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Tower, pole, or antenna (electronic, radio or television, transmitting
or receiving) except a public utility or wireless telecommunications
structure or a satellite dish antenna: 32
(A) Commercial purposes:
(i) Maximum of 150 feet

P

X

X

X

X

X

X

(ii) Exceeding 150 feet

SE SE SE X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

P

P

P

P

(B) Nonprofit, noncommercial purposes
(CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-133-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1231994; CB-103-1997; CB-62-2000)

P

P

P

P

P

1

The similar use is only allowed in the same manner as the listed use. For example, if the listed use is
allowed as a permitted (P) use, the similar use is also allowed as a permitted (P) use. If the listed use
requires a Special Exception (SE), the similar use also requires a Special Exception.

2

Includes professional offices such as lawyer's, doctor's, and accountant's; general business offices, such as
insurance companies, trade associations, manufacturing companies; banks and financial institutions; and
real estate companies.

3

Provided the operation is for local service only, and no work for other similar establishments is done on
the premises.

4

Provided goods prepared on the premises shall be offered for retail sales only on the premises.

5

Provided the size of the shop is appropriate to the service area of the center or the Storefront Area.
(CB-53-1991)

6

Limited to convenience commercial establishments to serve other uses (and employees) in the zone.

7

Such as administrative or executive offices; or banks and lending institutions which principally serve
other uses (and employees) in the zone.

8

Only of a medical, educational, or recreational nature.

9

Limited to delicatessens not exceeding three thousand (3,000) square feet in gross floor area.

10

Limited to quick service grocery stores not exceeding three thousand (3,000) square feet in gross floor
area.

11

May include convention facilities and swimming pools.

12

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
(C) Occupied by a station that was in use immediately prior to July 1, 1982.
The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
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a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
13

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having property consisting of five (5) or more acres.
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies or collects an amusement tax;
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by, or reasonably connected with, the other use; and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year, except mobile homes used in connection with a pari-mutuel racetrack
where the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

14

Except in an emergency. In this case, the parking shall be subject to the parking and traffic regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

15

It may include a private spa.

16

As an accessory use only.

17

This shall not apply to:
(A) Storage accessory (and related) to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle stored in a wholly enclosed garage.

18

An Adaptive use of a Historic Site shall be limited to uses which are:
(A) In a building(s) within the environmental setting of a designated Historic Site;
(B) Listed on the Basic Plan; and
(C) Compatible with surrounding uses.
(CB-120-1989)

19

Subject to the "Design Standards" set forth in Sec. 24-138.01 of Subtitle 24.
(CB-72-1989)

20

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)

21

Flag lots are only permitted for single-family detached units; for the Village House and Narrow Lot Line
units, the flag stem and parking areas shall not be counted toward the minimum allowable lot area.
(CB-10-1992)

22

Providing mining activity does not occur in the Buffer Area.
(CB-10-1992)

23

The only types of dwellings that are permitted in the Hamlet are storefront, one-family detached, and
semidetached dwellings.
(CB-10-1992)

24

Provided the use is located in the designated Village Buffer or a recreational area, and complies with the
requirements set forth in Section 27-514.03.
(CB-10-1992)

25

Provided the use is located in the designated Buffer Area.
(CB-10-1992)

26

Provided a commercial recreational attraction presently exists on contiguous land not zoned R-S and,
further provided, operation of the commercial recreational attraction on the land zoned R-S will be
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undertaken in conjunction with the commercial recreational attraction presently existing on the
contiguous land not zoned R-S. The provisions of Part 4 of this Subtitle shall govern the use, the site plan,
and any revisions thereto in lieu of the provisions of Part 8 of this Subtitle.
(CB-93-1994)
27

Subject to approval of a Specific Design Plan in accordance with Section 27-532.02. For the purposes of
this use, the word "contiguous" shall include those properties which are separated by a public right-ofway.
(CB-53-1995)

28

The owner of the property shall record among the Land Records of Prince George's County a declaration
of covenants which establishes that the premises will be solely occupied by elderly persons, in accordance
with State and Federal Fair Housing laws, for a fixed term of not less than sixty (60) years. The covenant
shall run to the benefit of the County.
(CB-78-1996)

29

Except as provided in Section 27-480(g), for Specific Design Plans for which an application is filed after
December 30, 1996, the following restrictions shall apply. Townhouses may comprise not more than the
following percentages of the total number of dwelling units included in the Comprehensive Design Plan:
in the R-L Zone, thirty-five percent (35%); R-S, thirty-five percent (35%); R-M, thirty percent (30%); RU, thirty percent (30%); L-A-C, forty percent (40%); and M-A-C, thirty percent (30%). Multifamily
dwelling units may comprise not more than the following percentages of the total number of dwelling
units in the Comprehensive Design Plan: in the R-S Zone, ten percent (10%); R-M, ten percent (10%); RU, thirty percent (30%); L-A-C, thirty percent (30%); and M-A-C, forty percent (40%). These multifamily
restrictions do not apply to Transit District Overlay Zones, and these townhouse and multifamily
restrictions shall not apply to dwelling units on property in the L-A-C Zone, if any portion lies within
one-half (1/2) mile of an existing or planned Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Metrorail
station. In the R-U Zone the applicant may propose all townhouses or all multifamily dwellings provided
that this results in a reduction of at least thirty percent (30%) of the total number of dwelling units
permitted under an approved Basic Plan. No Basic Plan or Comprehensive Design Plan Amendment is
required provided the building design and architecture requirements, as previously approved, are not
modified. Notwithstanding the above, in the R-S Zone the applicant may propose townhouses up to thirtyfive percent (35%) of the total number of dwelling units included in the Comprehensive Design Plan,
provided the subject property consists of at least 1,000 acres and abuts land in the C-S-C Zone, contains a
fully operational 18-hole golf course, and was placed in the R-S Zone prior to January 1, 1990.
(CB-56-1996; CB-25-2003; CB-96-2005; CB-77-2006; CB-53-2015; CB-91-2016)

30

Provided at least 20% of the total floor area is to be devoted to office use.
(CB-19-1997)

31

Provided that the multifamily dwellings are located within a Mixed Retirement Development located on a
tract containing a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) acres.
(CB-99-1997)

32

Any related telecommunications equipment building shall be screened by means of landscaping or
berming to one hundred percent (100%) opacity.
(CB-103-1997)

33

Provided:
(A) The store has no more than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet gross floor area;
(B) The store fills medical prescriptions and sells medical supplies and nonprescription medicines, in
addition to general merchandise; and
(C) Except for medical prescriptions, medical supplies, and nonprescription medicines, the store has no
more than 50 percent of its gross floor area devoted to the sale of a single type of merchandise, such as
food or specialty items.
(CB-5-2002)

34

Subject to an amendment to an approved Basic Plan which, until December 31, 2003, the Planning Board
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may approve, as a minor amendment in accordance with Section 27-197(a)(7), for property zoned R-S
which:
(A) Does not add any additional property to the land covered by the approved Basic Plan;
(B) Creates a more logical and orderly configuration of the land area in proximity to the golf course and
clubhouse approved on the Comprehensive Design Plan;
(C) Does not increase the number of dwelling units, and any increase in the square footage shown on the
approved Basic Plan shall not lower the level of service of transportation facilities at any stage of
development below that anticipated in the approved Preliminary Plan or Traffic Staging Plan; and
(D) Has frontage on and direct vehicular access to an existing roadway of arterial or higher classification
and said property is no less than one thousand (1,000) acres.
(CB-45-2002)
35

Provided the use is located on a parcel of less than five (5) acres within an integrated industrial park in
excess of three hundred (300) acres, which is at least eighty percent (80%) developed with existing uses
as of July 1, 2003.
(CB-61-2003)

36

The general development regulations on an approved Comprehensive Design Plan which includes a
minimum of 100 acres of land, a portion of which was used as an airport on or before December 30, 2015,
shall constitute the development regulations applicable to the development. The development regulations
contained in Section 27-515(b)(7) footnote 29 and Section 27-480(b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) shall not apply
to development approved in this Comprehensive Design Plan. The approved Comprehensive Design Plan
shall include, but not be limited to, dimensions of yards, building lines, building widths, lot area, lot
frontage, building height, building materials, maximum townhouse and multifamily percentages, the
number of dwelling units in a building group and width of private streets.
(CB-58-2016)

37

No amendment of an approved applicable plan shall be required if the use is proposed within an existing
commercial office building.
(CB-47-2017)

38

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, any use allowed in the E-I-A Zone (excluding those
permitted by Special Exception) is permitted, provided:
(a) The use is located on a parcel, a portion of a parcel, or an assemblage of adjacent land that:
(i) was rezoned from the E-I-A and R-A Zones to the I-1 and R-S Zones by a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after January 1, 2006;
(ii) contains at least 400 acres and adjoins a railroad right-of-way; and
(iii) is adjacent to an existing employment park developed pursuant to the E-I-A Zone requirements.
(b) Regulations regarding green area set forth in Section 27-501(a)(2) shall not apply. The minimum
green area (of net lot area) shall be 10%. All other regulations in the E-I-A Zone shall apply to uses
developed pursuant to this Section.
(c) Regulations in the R-S Zone shall not apply to uses developed pursuant to this Section.
(d) Additional requirements for uses developed pursuant to this footnote shall include the following:
(i) Street connectivity shall be through an adjacent employment park; and
(ii) A public park of at least 20 acres shall be provided.
(CB-22-2020)

DIVISION 4. - COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN PLANS AND SPECIFIC DESIGN PLANS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN PLANS.
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Sec. 27-516. - Filing.
(a)
A Comprehensive Design Plan, generally for the entire area included in a Basic Plan, shall be filed either prior
to, or at the same time as, the preliminary plat of subdivision (in accordance with the requirements of Subtitle 24
of this Code). A Comprehensive Design Plan may include less than the entire area included in a Basic Plan only
where the Basic Plan acreage has been divided in accordance with Section 27-197(b) or where a reduced
Comprehensive Design Plan is approved in accordance with Section 27-518(c).
(b)
The elements of the Comprehensive Design Plan and the preliminary plat of subdivision may be incorporated
into one (1) drawing. The drawing shall contain all the information required for both the Comprehensive Design
Plan (Section 27-518) and the preliminary plat of subdivision (Subtitle 24 of this Code). In this event, one (1)
action by the Planning Board shall be sufficient to take action on both the Comprehensive Design Plan and the
preliminary plat of subdivision.
(CB-31-1986; CB-35-1992; CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003)
Sec. 27-517. - Fees.
Upon filing a Comprehensive Design Plan, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to
help defray the costs related to processing the application. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning
Board. A reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board, if it finds that payment will be an undue
hardship upon the applicant.
Sec. 27-518. - Contents of Plan.
(a)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the Planning Board that, in the preparation of the Comprehensive Design Plan
and supporting documents, he has devoted adequate attention to environmental relationships, building design,
landscaping, engineering factors, and (if necessary) traffic factors. The signatures of a qualified design team
(including an urban planner, architect, landscape architect, professional engineer, and traffic engineer) on the
Comprehensive Design Plan and supporting documents shall be prima facie evidence that the respective factors
within the scope of the signer's profession have been considered.
(b)
The Comprehensive Design Plan shall consist of the following with all plans prepared at the same scale:
(1)
A reproducible drawing (with ten (10) prints) showing the proposed development of the property. This drawing
shall be in conformance with the approved Basic Plan. The drawing shall show the approximate location and
proposed density of dwelling units, nonresidential building intensity, and the zoning of adjoining properties;
(2)
A schedule and text, including the delineation of any staged units to be developed at different times;
(3)
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A description of design principles proposed to govern the project, including design guidelines set forth in
Section 27-274 of Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle for the M-A-C, L-A-C, E-I-A, R-U, R-M, and R-S Zones,
and in Section 27-514.06 for the V-M and V-L Zones;
(4)
The total number of acres in the proposed project and the percentage thereof proposed for various uses;
(5)
The number of dwelling units proposed (by type of dwelling unit) for each staged unit;
(6)
The estimated residential or employment population for each staged unit;
(7)
The location and extent of any proposed commercial area;
(8)
The anticipated priority of development of each staged unit;
(9)
The standards proposed to be used for height, open space, building intensity, population density, and public
improvements;
(10)
Engineering feasibility studies (including traffic engineering studies), as necessary;
(11)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(12)
A Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or Standard a Letter of Exemption;
(13)
A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves and/or restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible; and
(14)
Where a Comprehensive Design Plan proposes to include an adaptive use of a Historic Site, the application shall
include:
(A)
Text describing the nature of the proposed adaptive use, including a description of how the use will be integrated
into the design and theme of the Historic Site;
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(B)
A preliminary evaluation of historic landscape features through field investigation; and
(C)
Preliminary architectural elevations within the environmental setting of the Historic Site.
(c)
In the E-I-A Zone, a reduced Comprehensive Design Plan shall be allowed under the following circumstances:
(1)
For parcels containing a minimum of five (5) acres of land, provided the total property zoned E-I-A in the
approved Basic Plan is in excess of one hundred fifty (150) acres; and
(2)
Where the reduced Comprehensive Design Plan is for:
(A)
The use of an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution, provided an eleemosynary or philanthropic institution
existed on the property at the time of approval of the original Basic Plan; or
(B)
A Planned Environmental Preservation Community.
(d)
A reduced Comprehensive Design Plan shall consist of the following with regard to the acreage within such
reduced Comprehensive Design Plan:
(1)
A reproducible drawing (with ten (10) prints) showing the proposed development of the parcel. This drawing
shall be in conformance with the approved Basic Plan. The drawing shall show the approximate location and
intensity of nonresidential buildings, and the zoning of adjoining properties;
(2)
A schedule and text, including the delineation of any staged units to be developed at different times;
(3)
A description of design principles proposed to govern the project;
(4)
The estimated employment or residential population for this reduced Comprehensive Design Plan;
(5)
The anticipated priority of development of each staged unit (if staging is proposed);
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(6)
The standards proposed to be used for height, open space, building intensity, population or residential density,
and public improvements, and a description how the proposed development meets the standards; and
(7)
Traffic feasibility studies, as necessary.
(e)
A Comprehensive Design Plan shall be considered submitted on the date the Planning Director determines that
the applicant has filed a complete Plan in accordance with the requirements of this Section.
(CB-120-1989; CB-20-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-53-1991; CB-35-1992; CB-107-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-352003; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-519. - Submission to public agencies.
Prior to Planning Board action, the Planning Board shall submit copies of the proposal to all public agencies
concerned (including municipalities) with operational or planning responsibilities within the area of the plan. In
addition, the proposal shall be referred to the Prince George's County Health Department for a health impact
assessment review identifying the potential effects on the health of the population, and the distribution of those
effects within the population, as well as recommendations for design components to increase positive health
outcomes and minimize adverse health outcomes on the community. These agencies and municipalities shall
have thirty (30) days (from the date of referral) within which to submit written comments.
(CB-41-2011)
Sec. 27-520. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-521. - Required findings for approval.
(a)
Prior to approving a Comprehensive Design Plan, the Planning Board shall find that:
(1)
The plan is in conformance with the Basic Plan approved by application per Section 27-195; or when the
property was placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment per Section 27-223,
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was approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by
Technical Staff prior to initiation, is in conformance with the design guidelines or standards intended to
implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional Map
Amendment Zoning Change;
(2)
The proposed plan would result in a development with a better environment than could be achieved under other
regulations;
(3)
Approval is warranted by the way in which the Comprehensive Design Plan includes design elements, facilities,
and amenities, and satisfies the needs of the residents, employees, or guests of the project;
(4)
The proposed development will be compatible with existing land use, zoning, and facilities in the immediate
surroundings;
(5)
Land uses and facilities covered by the Comprehensive Design Plan will be compatible with each other in
relation to:
(A)
Amounts of building coverage and open space;
(B)
Building setbacks from streets and abutting land uses; and
(C)
Circulation access points;
(6)
Each staged unit of the development (as well as the total development) can exist as a unit capable of sustaining
an environment of continuing quality and stability;
(7)
The staging of development will not be an unreasonable burden on available public facilities;
(8)
Where a Comprehensive Design Plan proposal includes an adaptive use of a Historic Site, the Planning Board
shall find that:
(A)
The proposed adaptive use will not adversely affect distinguishing exterior architectural features or important
historic landscape features in the established environmental setting;
(B)
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Parking lot layout, materials, and landscaping are designed to preserve the integrity and character of the Historic
Site;
(C)
The design, materials, height, proportion, and scale of a proposed enlargement or extension of a Historic Site, or
of a new structure within the environmental setting, are in keeping with the character of the Historic Site;
(9)
The Plan incorporates the applicable design guidelines set forth in Section 27-274 of Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle, and except as provided in Section 27-521(a)(11), where townhouses are proposed in the Plan, with the
exception of the V-L and V-M Zones, the requirements set forth in Section 27-433(d);
(10)
The Plan is in conformance with an approved Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan;
(11)
The Plan demonstrates the preservation and/or restoration of the regulated environmental features in a natural
state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130-(b)(5).
(12)
Notwithstanding Section 27-521(a)(9), property placed in a Comprehensive Design Zone pursuant to Section 27226(f)(4), shall follow the guidelines set forth in Section 27-480(g)(1) and (2); and
(13)
For a Regional Urban Community, the plan conforms to the requirements stated in the definition of the use and
satisfies the requirements for the use in Section 27-508(a)(1) and Section 27-508(a)(2) of this Code.
(CB-120-1989; CB-20-1990; CB-84-1990; CB-107-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-56-1996; CB-77-2006; CB-262008; CB-29-2008; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-522. - Planning Board action.
(a)
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The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove the Comprehensive Design Plan
within seventy (70) days of its submittal. Any modification of the plan, text, or schedule shall be made on the
reproducible copy of the respective document. The month of August and the period between and inclusive of
December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this seventy (70) day period. If no action is taken
within seventy (70) days, the Comprehensive Design Plan shall be deemed to have been approved. The applicant
may (in writing) extend the seventy (70) day requirement to provide a longer specified review period not to
exceed forty-five (45) additional days, or such other additional time period as determined by the applicant.
(b)
The Planning Board's decision on a Comprehensive Design Plan shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a
regularly scheduled public meeting. The resolution shall set forth the Planning Board's findings, and any
considerations which the Board wishes to have examined during the review of the Specific Design Plan.
(c)
A copy and notice of the Planning Board's resolution shall be sent to all persons of record within seven (7) days
after the date of the Planning Board's adoption. At the same time, the Planning Board shall send to the Clerk of
the Council a copy of its resolution and minutes on the Comprehensive Design Plan.
(d)
For an application remanded to the Planning Board by the District Council, the Planning Board shall approve,
approve with modifications, or disapprove the Comprehensive Design Plan within sixty (60) days of the
transmittal date of the notice of remand by the Clerk of the District Council. The month of August and the period
between and inclusive of December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this sixty (60) day
period.
(CB-83-2015)
Sec. 27-523. - Appeal.
(a)
The Planning Board's decision on a Comprehensive Design Plan may be appealed to the District Council upon
petition by any person of record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days
after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the
Planning Board's decision on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(b)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
Plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the
public hearing on the Plan, and any additional information or explanatory material deemed appropriate.
(c)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be
limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board.
In addition, the Council may take judicial notice of any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of
the approval process relating to all or a portion of the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat
of subdivision.
(d)
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Within sixty (60) days after the date the appeal petition is filed or the Council elects to review the
Comprehensive Design Plan, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning Board, or
remand the Plan one time to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its decision in
accordance with specified grounds stated in the Order of Remand adopted by the Council. Where the Council
approves a Comprehensive Design Plan, it shall make the same findings which are required to be made by the
Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time, the Planning Board's decision is
automatically affirmed.
(e)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(f)
Where the Planning Board determines that it cannot comply with the prescriptions of an Order of Remand
adopted by the District Council pursuant to this Section, the Planning Board's findings as to the reasons for its
action, and its decision on the Plan shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting. The Planning Board's adoption of a resolution under this subsection shall constitute a decision of the
Planning Board on the Plan in accordance with the procedures of this Section and Section 27-522 of this
Subtitle.
(CB-99-1996; CB-1-2004; CB-3-2014; CB-83-2015)
Sec. 27-524. - Amendments.
(a)
All amendments of approved Comprehensive Design Plans shall be made in accordance with the provisions of
this Division for initial approval, except as set forth below.
(b)
A minor amendment to a Comprehensive Design Plan for the purpose of making home improvements that are
not in conformance with the approved plan may be requested by a homeowner (or authorized representative) and
shall be approved by the Planning Board, in accordance with the following procedures:
(1)
Filing. The applicant shall submit a site plan and any other material deemed necessary to properly detail the
requested modifications.
(2)
Fee. At the time the application is filed, the applicant shall pay a fee to cover the costs of processing the request.
The amount of the fee shall be established by the Planning Board. In cases of financial hardship, the fee may be
waived by the Board.
(3)
Public Hearing.
(A)
The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing on the requested amendments.
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(B)
Findings. The Planning Board may grant the minor amendment if it finds that the requested modifications will
not substantially impair the intent, purpose, or integrity of the approved Comprehensive Design Plan.
(C)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the requested amendments, and
shall state its reasons for the action. The Planning Board's decision (resolution) on the minor amendment shall be
sent to all persons of record in the hearing before the Planning Board and to the District Council.
(4)
Appeal of Planning Board Decision.
(A)
The Planning Board's decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of record.
The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the
Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on its own
motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(B)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the file on the
proposed revisions, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the minor amendment, and any additional information or explanatory material
deemed appropriate.
(C)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be
limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board.
(D)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the modification request to the Planning Board to take further
testimony or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a minor amendment, it shall make the same
findings that are required to be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within the specified time,
the Planning Board's decision is automatically affirmed.
(E)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(CB-36-1989; CB-1-2004)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC DESIGN PLANS.
Sec. 27-525. - Filing.
(a)
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A Specific Design Plan for the area (or portion of the area) included in the Comprehensive Design Plan shall be
filed either prior to, or at the same time as, the final plat of subdivision (in accordance with the requirements of
Subtitle 24 of this Code).
(b)
Specific Design Plans and final plats of subdivision shall be on separate drawings, and shall be acted on
individually by the Planning Board.
(CB-15-1998; CB-12-2003)
Sec. 27-526. - Fees.
Upon filing a Specific Design Plan, the applicant (or his agent) shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help
defray the costs related to processing the application. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning
Board. A reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board, if it finds that payment will be an undue
hardship upon the applicant.
Sec. 27-527. - Contents of Plan.
(a)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the Planning Board that, in the preparation of the Specific Design Plan, he
has devoted adequate attention to building and landscape design, and engineering factors. The signatures of a
qualified design team (including an architect, a landscape architect, and a professional engineer) on the Specific
Design Plan shall be prima facie evidence that the respective factors within the scope of the signer's profession
have been considered.
(b)
The Specific Design Plan shall include (at least) the following with all plans prepared at the same scale:
(1)
A reproducible site plan showing buildings, functional use areas, circulation, and relationships between them;
and in the V-M and V-L Zones, a three-dimensional model and a modified grid plan, which may include only the
Village Proper, and any Hamlet, which incorporates plan concepts, spatial and visual relationships, streetscape,
and other characteristics of traditional rural villages shall be provided prior to Planning Board and District
Council review;
(2)
Reproducible preliminary architectural plans, including floor plans and exterior elevations;
(3)
A reproducible landscape plan prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual;
(4)
A Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or Standard Letter of Exemption;
(5)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory; and
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(6)
A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves or restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible.
(c)
An applicant may submit a Specific Design Plan for Infrastructure in order to proceed with limited site
improvements. These improvements must include infrastructure which is essential to the future development of
the site, including streets, utilities, or stormwater management facilities. Only those regulations, submittal
requirements, development standards, and site design guidelines which are applicable shall be considered. The
Planning Board may also consider the proposal in light of future requirements, such that the plan cannot propose
any improvements which would hinder the achievement of the purposes of the zone, the purposes of this
Division, or any conditions of previous approvals, in the future. The Planning Board shall also consider any
recommendations by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and the Prince George's Soil
Conservation District. Prior to approval, the Planning Board shall find that the Specific Design Plan is in
conformance with an approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan and must also approve a Type 2 Tree
Conservation Plan in conjunction with approval of the Specific Design Plan for Infrastructure.
(d)
Within three (3) years of approval of a Specific Design Plan for Infrastructure, a permit for infrastructure
improvements, in accordance with this Plan, shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement. If a permit is not issued within this period of time, the Specific Design Plan for Infrastructure is no
longer valid.
(e)
A Specific Design Plan shall be considered submitted on the date the Planning Director determines that the
applicant has filed a complete Plan in accordance with the requirements of this Section.
(f)
This Section shall not apply to:
(1)
All stadium wayfinding signs located within parking areas at a stadium.
(CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-53-1991; CB-10-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-32-1998; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011;
CB-54-2012; CB-29-2014; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 1 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods
contained in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County
Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-6-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Sections 27287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are hereby
temporarily suspended until December 31, 2011.
Section 2 of CB-6-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
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not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, and appeal periods
have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development project that has an approved
preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such as final plat or site plan as of
September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Section 1 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2012.
Section 2 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2012.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 (DR-2) provides that a development project for which all required development
applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council,
notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or
a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further
development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-282010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Section 1 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2013.
Section 2 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2012. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2013.
Section 1 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2015.
Section 2 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-81-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-81-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2015.
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Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-81-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Detailed Site Plans and Specific Design Plans to proceed in the development process prior to December 17,
2017.
CB-97-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-97-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-97-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-97-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-59-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from October 23, 2018, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-59-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-59-2018 provides that the provisions of CB-59-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 55, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-73-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly, the provisions for the running of validity
periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021,
for detailed site plans and specific design plans approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the
running of validity periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning
Ordinance are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2022, for detailed site plans and specific design
plans approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter 55 became effective on the date of its adoption.
Sec. 27-527.01. - Referral.
(a)
Prior to taking action on the Specific Design Plan, the Planning Board shall refer the plan to the Historic
Preservation Commission (Part 14) and to all agencies which the Planning Board deems appropriate for review
and comment. The agencies shall include all of those whose action is likely to have a substantive effect on the
plan under review. The Planning Board shall maintain a list of referral agencies. The plan shall also be referred
to:
(1)
the Prince George's County Police Department for review and comment. The Police Department may comment
on issues relevant to their mission, including opportunities to implement crime-prevention measures, and to
enhance the safety and security of residents, employees and other users of a project through implementation of
the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED); and
(2)
the Prince George's County Health Department. The Health Department shall perform a health impact
assessment review of the proposed development identifying the potential effects on the health of the population,
and the distribution of those effects within the population, including recommendations for design components to
increase positive health outcomes and minimize adverse health outcomes on the community.
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(CB-29-2011; CB-41-2011; CB-65-2013)
Sec. 27-528. - Planning Board action.
(a)
Prior to approving a Specific Design Plan, the Planning Board shall find that:
(1)
The plan conforms to the approved Comprehensive Design Plan, the applicable standards of the Landscape
Manual, and except as provided in Section 27-528(a)(1.1), for Specific Design Plans for which an application is
filed after December 30, 1996, with the exception of the V-L and V-M Zones, the applicable design guidelines
for townhouses set forth in Section 27-274(a)(1)(B) and (a)(11), and the applicable regulations for townhouses
set forth in Section 27-433(d) and, as it applies to property in the L-A-C Zone, if any portion lies within one-half
(1/2) mile of an existing or Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Metrorail station, the regulations
set forth in Section 27-480(d) and (e);
(1.1)
For a Regional Urban Community, the plan conforms to the requirements stated in the definition of the use and
satisfies all requirements for the use in Section 27-508 of the Zoning Ordinance;
(2)
The development will be adequately served within a reasonable period of time with existing or programmed
public facilities either shown in the appropriate Capital Improvement Program, provided as part of the private
development or, where authorized pursuant to Section 24-124(a)(8) of the County Subdivision Regulations,
participation by the developer in a road club;
(3)
Adequate provision has been made for draining surface water so that there are no adverse effects on either the
subject property or adjacent properties;
(4)
The plan is in conformance with an approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan; and
(5)
The plan demonstrates that the regulated environmental features are preserved and/or restored to the fullest
extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(b)
Prior to approving a Specific Design Plan for Infrastructure, the Planning Board shall find that the plan conforms
to the approved Comprehensive Design Plan, prevents offsite property damage, and prevents environmental
degradation to safeguard the public's health, safety, welfare, and economic well-being for grading, reforestation,
woodland conservation, drainage, erosion, and pollution discharge.
(c)
The Planning Board may only deny the Specific Design Plan if it does not meet the requirements of Section 27528(a) and (b), above.
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(d)
Each staged unit (shown on the Comprehensive Design Plan) shall be approved. Later stages shall be approved
after initial stages. A Specific Design Plan may encompass more than one (1) stage.
(e)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove the Specific Design Plan within
seventy (70) days of its submittal. The month of August and the period between and inclusive of December 20
and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this seventy (70) day period. If no action is taken within
seventy (70) days, the Specific Design Plan shall be deemed to have been approved. The applicant may (in
writing) extend the seventy (70) day requirement to provide a longer specified review period not to exceed fortyfive (45) additional days, or such other additional time period as determined by the applicant.
(f)
For an application remanded to the Planning Board from the District Council, the Planning Board shall approve,
approve with modifications, or disapprove the Specific Design Plan within sixty (60) days of the transmittal date
of the notice of remand by the Clerk of the District Council. The month of August and the period between and
inclusive of December 20 and January 3 shall not be included in calculating this sixty (60) day period.
(g)
An approved Specific Design Plan shall be valid for not more than six (6) years, unless construction (in
accordance with the Plan) has begun within that time period. All approved Specific Design Plans which would
otherwise expire during 1994 shall remain valid for one (1) additional year beyond the six (6) year validity
period.
(h)
The Planning Board's decision on a Specific Design Plan shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly
scheduled public meeting. A copy and notice of the Planning Board's resolution shall be sent to all persons of
record and the Clerk of the Council within seven (7) days after the date of the Planning Board's adoption. The
resolution shall set forth the Planning Board's findings.
(i)
A copy of the Planning Board's resolution and minutes on the Specific Design Plan shall be sent to the Clerk of
the Council for any Specific Design Plan for the Village Zones.
(CB-1-1989; CB-75-1989; CB-53-1991; CB-108-1993; CB-32-1994; CB-56-1996; CB-32-1998; CB-25-2003;
CB-29-2008; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-23-2015; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— Section 1 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods
contained in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County
Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-6-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Sections 27287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are hereby
temporarily suspended until December 31, 2011.
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Section 2 of CB-6-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, and appeal periods
have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development project that has an approved
preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such as final plat or site plan as of
September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Section 1 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2012.
Section 2 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-7-2011(DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2012.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 (DR-2) provides that a development project for which all required development
applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council,
notwithstanding any appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or
a development project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further
development review requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-282010 that became effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the
grandfathered approval for that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Section 1 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2013.
Section 2 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2012. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2013.
Section 1 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2015.
Section 2 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-81-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-81-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
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applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2015.
Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-81-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Detailed Site Plans and Specific Design Plans to proceed in the development process prior to December 17,
2017.
CB-97-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-97-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-97-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-97-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-59-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from October 23, 2018, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-59-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-59-2018 provides that the provisions of CB-59-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 55, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-73-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly, the provisions for the running of validity
periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021,
for detailed site plans and specific design plans approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the
running of validity periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning
Ordinance are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2022, for detailed site plans and specific design
plans approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter 55 became effective on the date of its adoption.
Sec. 27-528.01. - District Council review.
(a)
The Planning Board's decision on a Specific Design Plan may be appealed to the District Council upon petition
of any person of record within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision.
(b)
The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision on a Specific Design Plan on its own
motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision.
(c)
At the time the District Council decides to review a Planning Board decision, or at the time it is appealed
pursuant to Subsection (a), the District Council shall establish a date, not more than thirty (30) days later, to
conduct a hearing and shall render a final decision in accordance with Section 27-523 within sixty (60) days
after the date the appeal petition was filed or the Council elected to review the Specific Design Plan.
(d)
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In reviewing the Specific Design Plan, the District Council shall follow the procedures as set forth for the review
of Comprehensive Design Plans in Section 27-523 as modified in this Section and findings as set forth in
Section 27-528.
(CB-53-1991; CB-6-1997; CB-83-2015)
Editor's note— CB-22-2005 repealed Section 2 of Chapter 53, 1997 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, thereby deleting the exemption for plans whose corresponding Comprehensive Design Plan had been
approved prior to September 2, 1997.
Sec. 27-529. - Effect of approval.
(a)
An approved Specific Design Plan shall be binding upon the applicant and his/her successors, assigns, and heirs.
The Plan shall be reflected in all grading, building, and use and occupancy permits. Development and use of all
land and structures shall be in accordance with the approved Plan.
(b)
If a Special Exception is approved for property for which a Specific Design Plan has been approved, the Specific
Design Plan shall be considered to be amended to the extent shown on the approved Special Exception site plan
(if applicable).
Sec. 27-530. - Amendments.
(a)
All amendments of approved Specific Design Plans shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this
Division for initial approval, except as set forth below.
(b)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve limited minor amendments administratively, without public
hearing, to an approved Specific Design Plan, in accordance with the requirements of this subsection.
(1)
The Planning Director may approve a minor amendment upon written finding that the proposed amendment is in
keeping with the design characteristics of the approved Specific Design Plan and is limited in scope and nature,
to include the following:
(A)
An increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the gross floor area of a building;
(B)
An increase of no more than ten percent (10%) in the land area covered by a structure other than a building;
(C)
The redesign of parking or loading areas;
(D)
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The redesign of a landscape plan;
(E)
New or alternative architectural plans that are equal or superior to those originally approved, in terms of overall
size and quality;
(F)
Changes required by engineering necessity to grading, utilities, stormwater management, or related plan
elements; or
(G)
Changes to any other plan element determined by the Planning Director to have minimal effect on the overall
design, layout, quality, or intent of the approved Specific Design Plan.
(2)
The Planning Director is not authorized to administratively approve minor amendments that:
(A)
Add or delete a land use, as uses are shown on the approved plan;
(B)
Relocate significantly an approved land use;
(C)
Increase the density or intensity of uses shown on the approved plan;
(D)
Grant variances;
(E)
Modify conditions, considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in
any case; or
(F)
Otherwise waive any other requirement of this Subtitle not authorized by this Section.
(3)
Before approving a minor amendment, the Planning Director shall make all findings, in writing, that the
Planning Board would be required to make if the Planning Board reviewed the application.
(4)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Planning Director's acceptance of filing of
the application. Posting shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 1 of this Subtitle, including Section 27125.03(b) of this Subtitle. On and after the first day of posting, the application may not be amended unless the
revised application is posted as if a new application.
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(5)
The Planning Director may waive posting after determining, in writing, that the proposed minor change is so
limited in scope and nature that it will have no appreciable impact on adjacent property.
(6)
If a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then the Planning Director
may act on the application. The Planning Director's approval or denial shall constitute final action on the
application, subject to any authorized appeal filed pursuant to the requirements set forth within Subsection (d) of
this Section. Electronic notice of any approval or denial as to the application shall be made by the Planning
Director not later than seven (7) calendar days after the date of the Director's approval. The Planning Director
shall also publish the development activity report on the Planning Department's website.
(7)
If a timely hearing request is submitted, or if the Planning Director declines to consider the application, then the
application shall be treated as if re-filed as an application for review by the Planning Board on the date of that
event. The applicant, Planning Director, and Technical Staff shall then follow the procedures applicable to
Planning Board review of the application.
(c)
A minor amendment to an approved Specific Design Plan for the purpose of making home improvements may
be requested by a homeowner (or authorized representative) and approved by the Planning Director (or
designee), in accordance with the following procedures:
(1)
Filing. The applicant shall submit a site plan and any other material deemed necessary to properly detail the
requested modifications.
(2)
Fee. At the time the application is filed, the applicant shall pay a fee to cover the costs of processing the request.
The fee shall be established by the Planning Board. In cases of financial hardship, the fee may be waived by the
Planning Board.
(3)
Criteria for granting minor amendments. A minor amendment may only be granted if the requested
modifications:
(A)
Are located within the approved Comprehensive Design Plan building lines and setbacks or any approved
amendments to the Comprehensive Design Plan;
(B)
Are in keeping with the architectural and site design characteristics of the approved Specific Design Plan; and
(C)
Will not substantially impair the intent, purpose, or integrity of the approved Comprehensive Design Plan.
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(d)
Appeal.
(1)
The decision of the Planning Director (or designee) may be appealed to the Planning Board. Application for
appeal may be made when it is claimed that the true intent of the Comprehensive and Specific Design Plans or
of this Subtitle have been incorrectly interpreted or applied. Notice of such appeal shall be in writing and filed
within thirty (30) days after the decision is rendered by the Planning Director.
(2)
Hearing. The Planning Board shall conduct a hearing pursuant to its Rules of Procedure.
(3)
Findings.
(A)
The Planning Board may grant the minor amendment in accordance with the criteria set forth in Subsections (b)
and (c), above.
(B)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the requested amendments, and
shall state its reasons for the action. The Planning Board's decision (resolution) on the minor amendment shall be
sent to all persons of record in the hearing before the Planning Board.
(e)
In the event that a minor amendment requires an amendment of both the approved Comprehensive Design Plan
and Specific Design Plan, the amendment shall be combined and processed in accordance with the provisions of
Section 27-524.
(CB-36-1989; CB-27-2018)
SUBDIVISION 3. - COMBINED BASIC, COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN, AND SPECIFIC DESIGN PLANS.
Sec. 27-531. - Combined application for Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plan approval.
(a)
The various elements of the Comprehensive Design Plan and Specific Design Plan may be incorporated into one
(1) drawing and one (1) text, provided that these documents contain all of the information required by Sections
27-518 and 27-527. One (1) action by the Planning Board shall be sufficient to take action on the combined
plans.
(b)
The combined Comprehensive Design/Specific Design Plan shall be filed either prior to, or at the same time as,
the preliminary plat of subdivision.
(c)
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The various elements of a combined Comprehensive Design/Specific Design Plan and the preliminary plat of
subdivision may be incorporated into one (1) drawing. This combined document shall contain all of the
information required by Sections 27-518 and 27-527 for Comprehensive Design and Specific Design Plans, and
by Subtitle 24 of this Code for the preliminary plat. One action by the Planning Board shall be sufficient to take
action on the combined Plans and plat.
(d)
If the applicant elects to file the Comprehensive Design Plan and Specific Design Plan for consideration at the
same time as a Zoning Map Amendment (including the Basic Plan), the preliminary plat of subdivision shall not
be combined with the Comprehensive Design/Specific Design Plan.
Sec. 27-532. - Combined application for Basic, Comprehensive Design, and Specific Design Plan approval.
(a)
An applicant for a Comprehensive Design Zone may elect to submit a reproducible copy of a Comprehensive
Design Plan, or reproducible copies of a Comprehensive Design Plan and a Specific Design Plan, for
consideration concurrently with the application for Zoning Map Amendment and the accompanying Basic Plan,
in accordance with the following:
(1)
Any Comprehensive Design Plan submitted pursuant to this Section shall conform to the requirements of
Section 27-518. The Comprehensive Design Plan shall be considered by the Planning Board in accordance with
Subdivision 1, above, except as follows:
(A)
Concurrent consideration of preliminary plats of subdivision shall not be permitted;
(B)
The Planning Board shall conduct its public hearing on the Comprehensive Design Plan at the same time as the
public hearing on the Zoning Map Amendment application and the accompanying Basic Plan. The Planning
Board's decision on the Comprehensive Design Plan shall be transmitted to the District Council together with its
recommendation on the Zoning Map Amendment application and Basic Plan;
(C)
The Planning Board's decision on the Comprehensive Design Plan shall not become final unless the District
Council affirms the action concurrently with its action on the Zoning Map Amendment application and the Basic
Plan. If the District Council does not affirm the action of the Planning Board, it shall act on the Comprehensive
Design Plan as it deems appropriate, in accordance with the Section 27-521. This Council action shall be
considered the final action on the proposed Comprehensive Design Plan. Disapproval of the Comprehensive
Design Plan by the District Council shall not preclude approval of the Zoning Map Amendment application and
the accompanying Basic Plan, or the submission of a revised Comprehensive Design Plan for consideration by
the Planning Board in accordance with Subdivision 1, above.
(2)
Any Specific Design Plan submitted pursuant to this Section shall conform to the requirements of Section 27527. The Specific Design Plan shall be considered by the Planning Board in accordance with Subdivision 2,
above, except as follows:
(A)
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Concurrent consideration of preliminary plats of subdivision shall not be permitted;
(B)
The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing on the Specific Design Plan at the same time as the public
hearing on the Zoning Map Amendment application and the accompanying Basic Plan and Comprehensive
Design Plan. The Planning Board's decision on the Specific Design Plan shall be transmitted to the District
Council together with its recommendation on the Zoning Map Amendment application and the Basic Plan, and
its decision on the Comprehensive Design Plan;
(C)
The Planning Board's decision on the Specific Design Plan shall not become final unless the District Council
affirms the action concurrently with its action on the Zoning Map Amendment application and the Basic and
Comprehensive Design Plans. If the District Council does not affirm the action of the Planning Board, it shall act
on the Specific Design Plan as it deems appropriate, in accordance with Section 27-528. This Council action
shall be considered the final action on the proposed Specific Design Plan. Disapproval of the Specific Design
Plan by the District Council shall not preclude approval of the Zoning Map Amendment application and the
accompanying Basic and Comprehensive Design Plans, or the submission of a revised Specific Design Plan for
consideration by the Planning Board in accordance with Subdivision 2, above.
(3)
The provisions of Sections 27-131(b), (f), and (g), 27-132(c) and (d), 27-133, 27-189, 27-190, 27-191, and 27192, shall be applicable to the consideration of Comprehensive Design Plans and Specific Design Plans under
this Section.
(4)
Where feasible, elements of the various Plans, may be incorporated into one (1) drawing and one (1) text,
provided these documents set forth all applicable information required by Sections 27-179(c)(1)(D), (E), and (F),
27-518, and 27-527 for those combined elements.
(CB-1-2004)
DIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-532.01. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
In order for any surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing operations upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All surface mining and sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
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The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations;
(2)
For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighboring streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any streets; and
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the requirements of
Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-532.02. - Arenas (stadiums).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
To establish a review process which effectively examines the impacts of arenas (stadiums) in the Comprehensive
Design Zones; and
(2)
To provide an opportunity to take advantage of the economic development, private investment, tourism, and
recognition created by the location of a professional sports franchise.
(b)
General.
(1)
While the purposes of a Comprehensive Design Zone typically require a three (3) step review process, taking
development from the general (Basic Plan), to the conceptual (Comprehensive Design Plan), to the detailed
(Specific Design Plan), these steps and the need for them are adequately addressed by the additional submittal
requirements and findings established in this Section for arenas (stadiums); and
(2)
The level of analysis made as part of a typical three (3) step Comprehensive Design Zone review process will be
provided in a one (1) or two (2) step Specific Design Plan process. The first step, an optional preliminary
3196/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Specific Design Plan review, will allow conceptual staff approval of the preliminary Specific Design Plan at the
applicant's discretion.
(c)
Requirements, general.
(1)
A tract of land greater than one hundred fifty (150) contiguous acres, (which may include land in any other zone
where the use is permitted by right), and which may include properties which are separated by a public right-ofway;
(2)
A fiscal analysis that estimates the public costs and revenues expected to be generated by the proposed
development; and
(3)
A comprehensive plan detailing how trash, litter, and other debris will be addressed.
(d)
Requirements, optional preliminary Specific Design Plan.
(1)
A preliminary Specific Design Plan shall include the following:
(A)
A reproducible drawing showing the proposed development of the property. The drawing shall show the
approximate location of all buildings, structures, parking, and environmental constraints, such as floodplains,
wetlands, soil types, and other important physiographic landforms;
(B)
A text that includes a description of design principles proposed to govern the project;
(C)
The total number of acres in the proposed project and the percentage thereof proposed for various uses;
(D)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(E)
A Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or Letter of Exemption;
(F)
Engineering feasibility studies (including traffic engineering studies), as necessary; and
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(G)
A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves or restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible.
(e)
Requirements, final Specific Design Plan.
(1)
The final Specific Design Plan shall be prepared in accordance with Sections 27-282 and 27-283 of the Zoning
Ordinance for Detailed Site Plans; and
(2)
The Specific Design Plan shall include a text or statement of justification, additional drawings, and such other
documentation necessary to address:
(A)
Noise, and the way in which the use will conform with applicable state noise laws;
(B)
Lighting for the parking lot and arena;
(C)
An approved conceptual stormwater management plan;
(D)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(E)
A Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or a Standard Letter of Exemption;
(F)
Location of existing site features as shown on the approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(G)
Street grading;
(H)
Locations, names, and present right-of-way widths of adjacent streets, alleys, or public ways;
(I)
Location and names of adjacent subdivisions and names of owners of abutting acreage;
(J)
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Width and location of all existing or proposed easements; and
(K)
An accurate plat (prepared, signed, and sealed by a registered engineer or land surveyor) showing the present
configuration of the property, including bearings and distance (in feet).
(f)
Required findings, final Specific Design Plan.
(1)
In order for the District Council to approve a Specific Design Plan for an arena (stadium) in the Comprehensive
Design Zones, it shall make the following findings:
(A)
Significant natural features which are impossible or difficult to reproduce, such as waterways, streams, hills,
wooded lands, and specimen trees, have been preserved to the degree practicable;
(B)
A Stormwater Management Plan has been approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement or the municipality having approval authority, unless the District Council finds that such approval
will not affect the plan. Stormwater management facilities, existing or proposed as part of the development, shall
have sufficient capacity to convey surface water runoff;
(C)
A public safety plan has been reviewed by the County Executive or his designee. The public safety plan shall
address, at a minimum, fire/rescue services, emergency medical, and police services, in accordance with the
provisions of the Guidelines for the Analysis of the Impact of the Development on Police Facilities and the
Guidelines for Analysis of the Impact of Development on Fire Facilities. The plan shall account for all necessary
staffing requirements for local personnel needed for traffic control, point control, and off-site parking lot
security, with direct input and participation from the County.
(D)
Transportation facilities.
(i)
There is, or will be in place, sufficient traffic management systems during stadium events to assure safe and
reasonable access to residential neighborhoods in the area for residents and emergency vehicles;
(ii)
All streets proposed for dedication to public use shall be designed to the standards of the County Road
Ordinance (Subtitle 23) and street standards for width and minimum curve radii, or to the standards of
municipalities having jurisdiction. Variations from these standards may be granted by the District Council upon
the approval of the Department of Public Works and Transportation, or upon the recommendation of the
municipality or other governmental authority having jurisdiction; and
(iii)
3199/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Either:
(aa)
The development will be adequately served within a reasonable period of time with existing or programmed
facilities, or facilities that will be provided as part of a developer agreement with the County and/or State
(notwithstanding the provisions of the "Guidelines for the Analysis of the Traffic Impact of Development
Proposals," traffic impacts may exceed Level-of-Service "D" for a reasonable period of time during peak
operations); or
(bb)
Roadway improvements or trip reduction programs, participated in or funded by the applicant or its successors
or assigns, will alleviate any inadequacy as determined by the District Council.
(iv)
All required improvements shall be constructed prior to the issuance of any use and occupancy permit.
(E)
One hundred (100) year floodplain.
(i)
In the case of a proposed stadium which includes a one hundred (100) year floodplain area along a stream,
unless such area is to become a public park or recreation area maintained by a designated public authority, the
area shall be denoted upon the plan as a floodplain easement. Such easement shall include provisions for ingress
and egress, where practicable. The floodplain easement area may be used, if necessary, for utility lines, storm
drainage facilities, open-type fencing, passive recreation, or road crossings, provided that no structures are built
that would interfere with the flood conveyance capacity of such easement area, unless designed in conformance
with an approved stormwater management plan; and
(ii)
The floodplain associated with a watercourse having less than fifty (50) acres of watershed upstream may be
excluded from the floodplain area computation, subject to the approval of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 4 of this Code.
(F)
Stream, wetland, and water quality protection and stormwater management.
(i)
The development has been designed to preserve and/or restore the regulated environmental features in a natural
state to the fullest extent possible in accordance with the requirement of Subtitle 24-130(b)(5).
(ii)
If any existing soils are found to be unsafe, the District Council may permit the part of the lot to be developed in
which there is sufficient land to erect any buildings within the property if a twenty-five (25) foot setback is
maintained between the proposed building and the unsafe area; and
(iii)
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When the applicant proposes remedial actions to correct or alleviate unsafe soil conditions, the District Council
shall refer such proposals to the Chief Building Inspector for a determination of whether such measures are
sufficient to protect the health and safety of existing and future residents. The Council may approve the
development of such land, upon recommendation of the Chief Building Inspector, provided that covenants have
been recorded which incorporate the remedial actions.
(G)
The development complies with the provisions for woodland conservation and tree preservation established for
the use in Subtitle 25 of the County Code.
(H)
Any lighting used to illuminate the site shall be designed in such a way as to not cause direct glare on any
adjacent residential neighborhood.
(g)
Application.
(1)
An application shall be filed by the applicant on forms provided by the Clerk of the Council. The application
shall include the names and addresses of the applicant, record owner(s), and any contract purchaser, and shall be
signed by the record owner(s);
(h)
Filing fees.
(1)
Upon filing the application, the application shall pay to the District Council a filing fee to help defray the costs
related to processing the application. The filing fee shall be in accordance with the Planning Board's current fee
schedule.
(2)
In addition to the filing fee, a sign posting fee shall also be paid by the applicant to the District Council at the
time the application is filed. The fee shall be in accordance with the Planning Board's current fee schedule.
(i)
Hearing.
(1)
Prior to making a decision on the Specific Design Plan, the District Council shall hold an evidentiary hearing on
the matter. The hearing shall be held in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 27-132.
(j)
Time limit for final action.
(1)
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The District Council shall take action on the Specific Design Plan within one hundred (100) days of its
submittal.
(2)
If no action is taken within one hundred (100) days, the Specific Design Plan shall be deemed to have been
denied. The applicant may (in writing) waive the one hundred (100) day requirement to provide for some longer
specified review period.
(k)
Technical staff report.
(1)
The technical staff shall analyze the request, and shall forward its comments and recommendations to the
District Council. These comments and recommendations shall be available for examination at least fourteen (14)
calendar days prior to the evidentiary hearing.
(l)
District Council decision.
(1)
After the close of the record, the District Council shall take action on the application. The decision of the District
Council shall be based on the record, and shall be embodied in an ordinance adopted at a regularly scheduled
public meeting;
(2)
The District Council shall give written notice of its decision to all persons of record; and
(3)
The provisions for reconsideration set forth in Section 27-135 shall not be applicable to a Specific Design Plan
for an arena (stadium) in the Comprehensive Design Zones.
(CB-53-1995; CB-1-2004; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011; CB-29-2014)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
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Sec. 27-532.03. - Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex.
(a)
Purposes:
(1)
To promote quality retail shopping, restaurant and entertainment development, and lodging development
oriented toward a theme(s) at locations in appropriate areas of the County;
(2)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of these projects; and
(3)
To avoid scattered and unbalanced development of such uses.
(b)
A Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex is permitted in the R-M Zone subject to the following criteria:
(1)
Private and/or public vehicular access shall be sufficient to accommodate the traffic generated by the project;
and
(2)
Setbacks, tree conservation, landscaping and screening, green space, lot coverage, parking, and loading shall be
addressed in the Conceptual Site Plan approval. However, the provisions of this Subtitle applicable to such items
are not applicable.
(c)
The requirement for a Detailed Site Plan may be waived by the District Council at the time of its review of the
Conceptual Site Plan if the District Council makes the findings required in Subsection (f), below.
(d)
An applicant seeking approval of a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex shall submit an application and
site plan containing the following information, which information shall also serve as the site design guidelines
for such projects:
(1)
A general description of the project and the proposed activities;
(2)
The proposed traffic circulation system;
(3)
The general location and size of all activities;
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(4)
A text indicating the theme, design, and architectural concepts that will be implemented throughout the property
applicable to the use;
(5)
Information contained in Section 27-282(f), provided that the locations of all improvements may be moved,
altered, and revised within an established development envelope. No building permit may be issued without
certification of a site plan by the Planning Director. Provided the property is designated in the County General
Plan as a Metropolitan Center, the addition of residential dwellings, not to exceed two thousand five hundred
(2,500) units, shall not require a revision to an approved Conceptual Site Plan. Building permits for residential
dwellings shall not be issued until construction of the convention center/hotel has commenced.
(e)
The requirements of Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision 3, and Section 27-546 of this Subtitle do not apply to the
processing or approval of a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex. The Planning
Board shall consider Detailed Site Plans for Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complexes in accordance with the
following procedures:
(1)
Unless waived pursuant to Section 27-532.01(c), a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved by the Planning Board
prior to the issuance of any building or use and occupancy permit.
(2)
The Planning Board shall review the Detailed Site Plan for compliance with this Section.
(3)
The Planning Board shall give due consideration to all comments received from other agencies.
(4)
The Planning Board shall only consider the plan at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Board after a
duly advertised public hearing.
(5)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan, and shall
state its reasons for the action.
(6)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Detailed Site Plan approval process) and
the District Council.
(f)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex if it finds
the plan is in conformance with the approved Conceptual Site Plan, provides sufficient design guidelines,
compatible location of uses and activities, and general safeguards to decrease or eliminate harmful impacts on
adjacent property, while providing flexibility in design and development.
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(CB-44-1997; CB-20-2005)
Sec. 27-532.04. - Planned Environmental Preservation Community.
(a)
Purposes of Planned Environmental Preservation Communities.
(1)
To preserve and enhance in well-planned residential communities, significant environmental features, such as
designated scenic rivers or streams, together with their associated green space, floodplains, wetlands,
woodlands, and views;
(2)
To permit high-density residential uses in planned communities of luxury housing adjacent to office and
employment uses and also near significant environmental features, in order to minimize impervious surfaces and
runoff while enhancing enjoyment and use of the natural environment;
(3)
To encourage high-quality multifamily and single-family attached and detached dwellings in planned residential
communities, with structured parking wherever feasible, to retain as much land area as possible its natural state;
(4)
To promote luxury residential development adjacent to planned and zoned employment and office uses, while
using low-impact development techniques to preserve the natural environment much more than standard
techniques could; and
(5)
To create residential communities of high quality with significant environmental features preserved and
enhanced as community focal points, integrated as privately owned, publicly shared community open space, to
establish a strong sense of place and identity.
(b)
Permitted use.

A Planned Environmental Preservation Community is permitted as shown in the table of uses in Section 27515(b).
(c)
General requirements.
(1)
The Comprehensive Design Plan showing a Planned Environmental Preservation Community use shall
demonstrate compliance, after amendment, where necessary, with all standards and requirements in this Section.
(2)
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The text of the Comprehensive Design Plan, as amended, shall identify all significant environmental features on
and adjacent to the subject property. The text shall explain how the proposed community enhances and protects
significant environmental features.
(d)
Environmental standards.
(1)
Streams and floodplains: All streams and floodplains within a Planned Environmental Preservation Community
shall be preserved in their natural state and protected by buffer areas, either natural buffers or natural buffer
alternatives which meet the environmental preservation purposes of this Section. All buffer areas shall be
preserved in their natural state, to the greatest extent possible. Where disturbed by building or grading, land area
may not serve as Planned Environmental Preservation Community buffer area unless using it as buffer meets the
environmental preservation purposes of this Section.
(2)
Buffer areas: The applicant shall demonstrate that it has retained a natural buffer, as provided in subparagraph
(A), to the greatest extent possible. Where structures or utilities must be extended into natural buffers, natural
buffer alternatives shall be retained, as provided in subparagraph (B).
(A)
Natural buffer dimensions: Streams shall have a one hundred (100) foot natural buffer and a one hundred and
fifty (150) foot building and parking setback, and one hundred (100)-year floodplains shall have a one hundred
and fifty (150) foot buffer.
(B)
Approved natural buffer alternatives: If a structure or utility must be extended into a buffer or setback area
provided for in (A), then an equal area of natural buffer alternative shall be retained on the community property.
All natural buffer alternative areas shall meet the environmental preservation purposes of this Section.
(2)
Passive buffer area use: Buffer areas shall be retained in their natural state. They may be used for passive
recreation and uses associated with the passive recreation, such as trailhead parking. Subject to the natural buffer
alternative approval process in paragraph (1)(B), no utilities are permitted in buffer areas.
(3)
Stormwater management: All required on-site stormwater management for water quality shall use low- impact
development techniques, such as rain gardens, bioretention areas, infiltration trenches, and naturalized buffers
with sheet flow. Stormwater quantity shall be controlled by facilities that manage the timing of stormwater and
provide wildlife habitat. Stormwater management facilities shall be designed as site amenities, with gentle
natural contours and extensive native planting. For the purposes of this Section, stormwater management
facilities are not deemed utilities or structures. If permitted by applicable regulations, regional stormwater
management facilities may be used for quantity or quality management.
(4)
Impervious surfaces: The area of impervious surfaces for parking access lanes and roadways shall be minimized,
except where single-loaded or unloaded roadways are necessary for views of or access to significant
environmental features.
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(5)
Utilities clearing: Clearing for utility installation shall be minimized, especially in environmentally sensitive
areas, and clearing for different utilities in those areas shall be coordinated, to minimize ground or buffer
disturbance. Woodland disturbed solely for that purpose shall be reforested in cooperation with the appropriate
utility.
(6)
Recreational amenities: Community recreational facilities shall take full advantage of environmental features on
and adjacent to the property, and shall include extensive trail and boardwalk systems. The recreational facilities
may also include educational features for the general public and public schools, such as kiosks along the trails,
boardwalks at observation points, and education stations, with curriculum available to schools for use in specific
locations.
(7)
Open space: The open space system, including but not limited to environmentally sensitive areas, shall extend
through the site and link the uses. Portions of the open space shall be visible to and accessible from public
streets.
(e)
Residential standards.
(1)
Density: Residential density in a Planned Environmental Preservation Community shall not exceed sixteen (16)
dwelling units per net acre.
(2)
Housing types: The community shall include at least two (2) types of residential dwellings.
(3)
Building materials: All dwellings, single-family and multifamily, shall be built of materials which are enduring,
distinctive, and of high quality, and use of siding shall be limited.
(4)
Single-family detached residential development: Single-family detached dwellings shall meet the following
standards:
(A)
The gross living space in each dwelling shall be at least two thousand and five hundred (2,500) square feet. For
the purposes of this Subsection (e), gross living space includes all interior building area except for garage, attic,
and unfinished basement areas.
(B)
Each dwelling shall include a garage for two or more vehicles.
(C)
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Front facades and chimneys shall be all brick.
(5)
Townhouse development: Townhouses (attached dwellings) shall meet the development standards and
requirements in Division 1 of this Part, except as follows:
(A)
Gross living space shall be at least two thousand (2,000) square feet.
(B)
Each dwelling shall include a garage for two (2) or more vehicles. Garages shall be rear-entry, except where lots
have rear yards adjoining community open space, or where ground elevations or similar site constraints make
rear-entry garages impractical or otherwise not consistent with the purposes of this Section.
(C)
Minimum-lot-size requirements in Division 1 do not apply.
(D)
At least sixty percent (60%) of the front facades shall be of brick or stone, and all chimneys shall be of brick.
End units of building groups shall have one hundred percent (100%) brick or stone on the side walls.
(E)
Building groups of attached dwellings shall contain no more than six (6) units each. A typical attached-dwelling
building group shall have no more than four (4) units, but six (6)-unit groups are permitted where it is
demonstrated that their use will preserve or enhance environmental features or otherwise promote the purposes
of this Section.
(6)
Multifamily development: Multifamily dwellings shall meet the following standards:
(A)
Maximum building height shall be eighty (80) feet.
(B)
Multifamily development shall include a significant number of amenities typically provided in luxury rental and
condominium projects.
(C)
All required parking shall be structured.
(f)
Other standards and requirements.
In general, development and preservation standards for a Planned Environmental Preservation Community shall
be as shown on an approved Comprehensive Design Plan, as amended in accordance with this Section.
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(CB-35-2003)
Sec. 27-532.05. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" obtains and maintains the appropriate
and required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable
license authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory" use shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes through the platform.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
Sec. 27-532.06. - Qualified data centers.
(a)
A Qualified Data Center shall include a site plan with any building permit application.
(b)
Qualified Data Centers shall be exempt from Comprehensive Design Plan or Specific Design Plan Approval.
(c)
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Qualified Data Centers shall not be permitted in designated Regional Transit Districts, Local Transit Centers
(Local), Neighborhood Centers (Local), or Campus Centers (Local) as designated by the County's Approved
Plan 2035 General Plan, as may be amended from time to time. Notwithstanding this requirement, Qualified
Data Centers may be permitted in the Bowie MARC Campus Center, as may be amended from time to time.
(d)
Qualified Data Centers shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
Principal Building Facades.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, principal building facades shall be defined as all exterior building facades that
face public rights-of-way or existing residential development.
(B)
Principal building facades shall include at least two (2) of the following design elements applied cohesively to
the entirety of the face: changes in building height; building step-backs or recesses; fenestration; and/or changes
in building material, pattern, texture, color, or use of accent materials. When a building has more than one
principal building façade, such principal building facades shall be consistent in terms of design, materials,
details, and treatment.
(2)
All exterior lighting shall be designed and constructed with cutoff and fully shielded fixtures that direct light
downward and into the interior of the property and away from adjacent roads and properties.
(3)
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width/frontage, yards, building height,
intensity, accessory buildings, and other similar requirements for uses in the M-A-C and E-I-A Zones shall not
apply. Instead, minimum green area, yards (setbacks) and building height shall be as required in the I-1 Zone. In
addition, the applicant may propose these regulations on the site plan to be reviewed by DPIE and M-NCPPC
staff and approved by DPIE.
(4)
Security fencing shall be effectively screened by a minimum depth of 40 feet of vegetation from all abutting
residential properties and public rights-of-way. Security fencing shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.
(5)
The requirements of the Landscape Manual shall apply.
(6)
The minimum number of required off-street parking spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of parking
spaces required for "warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-568, and the minimum number
of required off-street loading spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of loading spaces required for
"wholesale or warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-582.
(7)
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Regulations pertaining to signage shall be the same as those applicable to uses in the I-1 Zone as required by
Part 12, Signs, of this Ordinance.
(8)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards.
(9)
The applicant shall submit an acoustical study prepared by a professional acoustical engineer that demonstrates
the use will not violate the maximum allowable noise levels (dBA) set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(10)
Development of the use in the R-S Zone shall conform with Section 27-511(a)(7) of this Code.
(CB-1-2021)
PART 9. - PLANNED COMMUNITY ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-533. - Fences and walls.
(a)
In the R-M-H Zone, the requirements for fences and walls for residential and commercial uses shall be the same
as for the Residential (Section 27-420(a) and (d)) and Commercial (Section 24-447) Zones, respectively.
(b)
In the R-P-C Zone, the requirements for fences and walls shall be the same as for the zoning subcategories
shown on the official plan.
Sec. 27-534. - Corner lot obstructions.
(a)
In the R-M-H Zone, the requirements pertaining to corner lot obstructions for residential and commercial uses
shall be the same as for the Residential (Section 27-421) and Commercial (Section 27-448) Zones, respectively.
(b)
In the R-P-C Zone, the requirements pertaining to corner lot obstructions shall be the same as for the zoning
subcategories shown on the official plan.
Sec. 27-535. - Extensions and projections.
(a)
In the R-M-H Zone, the requirements for extensions and projections for residential and commercial uses shall be
the same as for the Residential (Section 27-422) and Commercial (Section 27-449) Zones, respectively.
(b)
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In the R-P-C Zone, the requirements for extensions and projections shall be the same as for the zoning
subcategories shown on the official plan.
Sec. 27-536. - Swimming pools.
(a)
In the R-M-H Zone, the requirements for swimming pools for residential and commercial uses shall be the same
as for the Residential (Section 27-424) and Commercial (Section 27-451) Zones, respectively.
(b)
In the R-P-C Zone, the requirements for swimming pools shall be the same as for the zoning subcategories
shown on the official plan.
Sec. 27-536.01. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling unit, or one (1) or more satellite dish
antenna(s) to serve more than one (1) dwelling unit or any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the
requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any
side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals, and/or the
size of the satellite dish antenna. Where usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted
and located in the rear yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall
be ground-mounted and located in either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard
location, the antenna may be mounted on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna
be located in the front yard. Notwithstanding anything above to the contrary, a satellite dish antenna six (6) feet
four (4) inches or less in diameter may be mounted on the roof of any building other than a single-family
dwelling unit. On lots having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the
main building faces a side street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear,
side and front of the building.
(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted or roof-mounted satellite dish
antenna, when such antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991; CB-54-1991)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC PLANNED COMMUNITY ZONES.
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Sec. 27-537. - R-M-H Zone (Planned Mobile Home Community).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-M-H Zone are:
(A)
To provide suitable sites for planned mobile home communities, including residences and related recreational,
commercial, and other service facilities;
(B)
To provide for this type of development at locations which are served by necessary facilities for circulation,
sanitation, retail sales and services, and other desirable facilities;
(C)
To provide the maximum possible freedom in the design of mobile home communities, and the layout of mobile
homes within the communities;
(D)
To provide in these developments, amenities and privacy normally associated with planned, permanent
residential areas;
(E)
To encourage the development of comprehensive pedestrian and bicycle circulation networks, which are
separated from vehicular roadways and which link residential, commercial, and recreational areas;
(F)
To permit different types of ownership of mobile homes and mobile home lots;
(G)
To provide for compatibility between mobile home developments and development on adjoining land;
(H)
To respect the topographic and other environmental characteristics of the site; and
(I)
To promote the health, safety, morals, and welfare of the present and future inhabitants of the County.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
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The uses allowed in the R-M-H Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-M-H Zone are as provided for in Divisions 1 and 5 of this Part, the Regulations Table (Division 4 of this Part),
General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Site plan.
(1)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all buildings and structures in the R-M-H Zone, in accordance with
Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. No grading, building, or use and occupancy permit shall be issued for any
building or structure except in accordance with the approved Detailed Site Plan. When reviewing the Detailed
Site Plan, the Planning Board shall give due consideration to the standards of the Landscape Manual. The same
requirements apply to uses addressed in Division 5 of this Part, for which a Detailed Site Plan is required.
Standards for parking and loading areas, including all screening and landscaping within and adjacent to the
parking and loading areas, shall be strictly adhered to.
(2)
Notwithstanding any other provisions of Part 3, Division 9, concerning the beginning of construction,
construction in the R-M-H Zone will be considered to have been begun when all necessary excavation and
construction on at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the mobile home lots (included in the site plan) have been
completed.
(3)
In addition to the submittal requirements for Detailed Site Plans, the following additional information shall be
provided for a mobile home community:
(A)
A staging program showing the sequence in which all development, green areas, and circulation networks are to
be completed;
(B)
A detailed statement of the covenants, agreements, or other specific documents concerning the ownership and
maintenance of common, recreational, or quasi-public areas; and
(C)
Other features which the Planning Board or the developer considers to be of importance for the evaluation of the
Detailed Site Plan.
(e)
Additional criteria for zone approval.
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(1)
In addition to the requirements for general Map Amendment approvals (Part 3), land shall be placed in the R-MH Zone only if:
(A)
The purposes of this Section, as they relate to site location, are met; and
(B)
The requirements for the minimum gross tract area and frontage of the property in the zone are met, unless the
subject property adjoins land in the R-M-H Zone, or an existing mobile home community (trailer camp)
established under prior regulations.
(f)
Site location restrictions.
(1)
Mobile home communities shall not be located in or adjacent to swamps, marshes, or areas not capable of
adequate drainage.
(g)
Frontage and access.
(1)
Prior to approving any Detailed Site Plan, the Planning Board (or its designee) shall forward a copy of the plan
to the Fire Department for a determination as to whether the plan provides adequate access for emergency
vehicles, and fire lanes, where necessary. The Planning Board or its designee shall also forward the plan to the
County Health Officer for a determination as to whether the plan complies with the requirements of the State
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. No Detailed Site Plan shall be approved unless adequate access for
emergency vehicles is provided, and the County Health Officer advises that the State requirements are satisfied.
(2)
Each mobile home community shall be located on property which has at least one hundred (100) feet of frontage
on a public street, having a pavement width of at least thirty six (36) feet.
(3)
In unsubdivided communities, where mobile home lots are rented but not sold, it is not necessary that each lot
have frontage on a public street. Some lots may have frontage on a public street; others may have frontage on
paved private internal access roadways approved by the Planning Board and the State Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene.
(4)
Each lot shall have a minimum width of twenty (20) feet at the front lot line.
(5)
No mobile home shall be located more than one hundred (100) feet from an approved emergency vehicle access.
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(h)
Public streets and private access roadways.
(1)
Streets to be dedicated to public use shall comply with the appropriate provisions of the road code (Subtitle 23).
(2)
Internal access roadways not to be dedicated to public use shall comply with the following:
(A)
The community shall be connected to a public street by a right-of-way having a minimum width of forty (40)
feet. The right-of-way shall accommodate internal access roadways. Each internal access roadway shall form a
loop to provide for continuous forward movement and shall connect with each mobile home lot within the
community. (See Figure 57.)
(B)
All internal access roadways on which automobile parking is permitted on one (1) side shall have a minimum
pavement width of twenty-four (24) feet.
(C)
All internal access roadways on which automobile parking is permitted on both sides shall have a minimum
pavement width of thirty-six (36) feet.
(D)
All internal access roadways on which automobile parking is not permitted shall have a minimum pavement
width of twenty-two (22) feet.
(i)
Pedestrian ways.
(1)
Pedestrian ways shall be provided to connect all mobile home lots with the commercial and recreational
facilities within the community.
(2)
The pedestrian ways shall be:
(A)
Not less than four (4) feet wide;
(B)
Hard-surfaced and even, in order to prevent hazards; and
(C)
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Well marked for daytime use and well lighted for nighttime use (if found necessary).
(3)
The pedestrian ways shall be located either adjacent to (but separate from) paved streets or within green areas.
(4)
Individual sidewalks shall be provided from each mobile home stand to a paved street or from a paved driveway
(or parking space) connected to a paved street.
(j)
Utility lines.
(1)
All utility lines serving the community shall be placed underground.
(k)
Foundations.
(1)
Each mobile home, and all of its structural additions, shall be installed on a mobile home stand.
(2)
Each mobile home shall be securely anchored to the stand in a manner which prevents the home from shifting or
overturning.
(3)
Each mobile home shall be suitably treated so as to hide the undercarriage.
(l)
Patios.
(1)
A hard-surfaced patio (with a minimum area of two hundred (200) square feet) shall be provided next to each
mobile home stand.
(m)
Design compatibility.
(1)
The mobile home community shall be designed so that it is compatible with adjacent development (existing and
proposed). The compatibility shall be insured by the appropriate location of landscaping and screening, or by
other desirable methods.
(n)
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Health standards.
(1)
Mobile home communities shall meet all applicable regulations of the Maryland State Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene governing mobile home parks, unless the Planning Board recommends and this State
Department grants, an exception permitting an alternate method. The alternate method may only be granted if it
implements the general purpose of the regulations.
(2)
Any application for a building permit in the R-M-H Zone shall be accompanied by certified copies of plans and
specifications approved by the County Health Officer.
(3)
No use and occupancy permit for a mobile home community shall be issued until the project has been
completed, and a license for the community has been issued by the County Health Officer.
(o)
Common areas and recreational facilities.
(1)
Arrangements shall be made for the perpetual maintenance of all common areas, recreational facilities, and
quasi-public areas.
(p)
Accessory buildings.
(1)
Accessory buildings shall be located only in the rear yard.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-538. - R-P-C Zone (Planned Community).
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-P-C Zone are:
(A)
To provide for large-scale, planned, and complete community development; and
(B)
To provide a procedure for addressing the future development and use of land in existing R-P-C Zones.
(b)
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Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-P-C Zone are as provided for in Division 3 of this Part.
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations concerning the location, size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the
R-P-C Zone are as provided for in Division 4 of this Part, and in the Landscape Manual.
(d)
Site plan.
(1)
Except as otherwise provided below, a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved in accordance with Part 3, Division
9, of this Subtitle prior to the issuance of any grading, building, or use and occupancy permit for any property in
an R-P-C Zone approved, as provided in Section 27-158(a), by Sectional Map Amendment or Zoning Map
Amendment after January 1, 1989. No grading, building, or use and occupancy permit shall be issued except in
accordance with the approved Detailed Site Plan.
(2)
In addition to the site design guidelines in Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall adhere to the design
guidelines set forth in the Official Plan.
(3)
If a use is permitted in a zoning subcategory subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan (as are uses in the RT Zone), this Detailed Site Plan shall be prepared in accordance with the design guidelines in the Official Plan,
as well as any requirement which pertains to the use elsewhere in this Subtitle.
(4)
Alterations of residential uses concerning sheds, fences, decks, porches, and other customary projections from
dwellings shall not be subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan prior to the issuance of a permit.
(5)
Any exterior alteration or addition to a one-family dwelling that does not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of
the gross floor area of the dwelling shall not be subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan prior to the
issuance of a permit.
(6)
A Detailed Site Plan is not required for additions or alterations to a residential dwelling on property owned by a
cooperative housing corporation that has:
(A)
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At least one thousand (1,000) residential dwelling units in its community; and
(B)
Adhere to an internal review process for additions or alterations to residential units.
A Detailed Site Plan is not required for single-family residential and public buildings in the R-P-C Zone that is
not within a cooperative housing corporation, if and only if the property lies within a municipality.
(CB-134-1988; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-42-2005)
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-539. - Uses permitted.
(a)
Planned Community Zones (except R-P-C Zone).
(1)
No use shall be allowed in the Planned Community Zones (other than the R-P-C Zone), except as provided for in
the Table of Uses. In the table, the following applies:
(A)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(B)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(C)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(i)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside the building;
(ii)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from outside the building other
than a business identification sign lettered on a window. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area; and
(iii)
The use shall be secondary to the principal use of the building.
(D)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(i)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a principal use on the premises;
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(ii)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the principal use;
(iii)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the primary use; and
(iv)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the primary use is located.
(E)
The letter "X" or a blank (unless otherwise clear from the context) indicates that the use is prohibited.
(F)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(G)
Whenever the table refers to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as accordingly listed in the zone in which it is allowed.
(CB-23-1988)
(b) TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
USE

R-M-H

(1) COMMERCIAL:
Buying of items within guest rooms and vehicles, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)(2)

X

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities), construction yard, shed, or storage
building, in connection with a construction project, as a temporary use:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

(B) All others

SE

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)(1)

X

Firewood sales as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

Real estate subdivision sales office as a temporary use:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

(B) All others

SE

Retail sales and consumer service establishments

P1

Seasonal decorations display and sales, as a temporary use in accordance with Sections
27-260 and 27-261

P

(2) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:
Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery

P
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(CB-23-1988)
Day care center for children:
(A) Accessory to a publicly-owned recreational facility, a school, a surplus school
building, improved property (other than a school) that is under the control of the Board
of Education, a church, or a public building, in accordance with Section 27-541.028

P

(B) All others
(CB-23-1988; CB-44-1989)

SE

Family day care

P

Modular Classroom as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261
P
(CB-106-1989)
Private school, in accordance with Section 27-541

P

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)

P

(3) MISCELLANEOUS:
Accessory structures or uses

P

Bus maintenance, accessory to private school or church
(CB-11-1991)

SE

Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery 9
(CB-11-1991)

P

Collection of recyclable materials, in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

Mobile home with use for which amusement taxes collected 3

P

Service buildings for management and maintenance of community

P

Signs, in accordance with Part 12

P

(4) PUBLIC/QUASI-PUBLIC:
Library

P

Public buildings and uses (excluding government offices)

P

Voluntary fire, ambulance, rescue station 2

P

(5) RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:
Carnival, circus, fair or similar use, on a parking lot for not more than 17 days duration,
as a temporary use in accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

Museum, aquarium, art gallery, cultural center, or similar facility(noncommercial)

P

Noncommercial community social/recreational facilities, which are in-tended
exclusively for the sole use of residents of the mobile home community and their bona
fide guests, which may include such uses as parks, playgrounds, athletic fields,
community buildings, golf courses, community swimming pools, community spas,
tennis, handball, and basketball courts, and pedestrian and bicycle trails, but may not
include such uses as sports stadiums or arenas, shooting ranges and bowling alleys

P

Recreational campgrounds

SE

Recreational program, before- and after-school

P

Spa, private

P

Swimming pool (private), completely enclosed by a wall or fence at least 6 feet high,
located only in the rear yard, and not closer than 8 feet to the rear lot line

P
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(6) RESIDENTIAL/LODGING:
Mobile home dwelling

P

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in accordance with Section 27541.01.03 (effective 10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)

P

(7) RESOURCE PRODUCTION/RECOVERY:
Agricultural uses, limited to floriculture, horticulture, and gardening(may include private
P
nonprofit commercial greenhouse)
Sand or gravel wet-processing

SE

Surface mining

SE

(8) TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:
Airport, airpark, airfield, airstrip, heliport, or helistop
Buses on the same lot with, and accessory to, a principal use, such as a school or church
5

SE
P

Not more than 1 commercial vehicle (per mobile home lot):
(A) If parked within a wholly enclosed private parking garage, having a maximum
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight specification of 17,000 pounds, and which may
include unlimited advertising on the vehicle; or

P

(B) If parked on the premises, having a maximum manufacturer's gross vehicle
weight specification of 8,500 pounds, no advertising (other than a firm name or similar
designation not exceeding 4 inches high), and excluding vehicles exceeding 300 cubic
feet of load space, stake platform trucks, dump trucks, crane or tow trucks, and vehicles
with dual rear wheels
(CB-53-1987)

P

Parking lot or garage, or loading area, in accordance with Part 11

P

Parking of mobile home in public right-of-way 4

X

Parking of mobile homes not otherwise provided for

X

Parking of the following vehicles owned or used by the occupants of the premises or
their bona fide guests:
(A) 1 boat and boat trailer (per mobile home lot)

P

(B) 1 unoccupied camping trailer (per mobile home lot)

P

Private passenger vehicles

P

Public utility use or structure:
(A) Underground pipelines and electric power and telephone lines; structures
commonly known as "telephone poles"; and railroad tracks (but not yards) and passenger P
stations
(B) Unmanned, self-contained telecommunications electronic equipment enclosures
not more than 350 square feet in area, not more than 12 feet in height, having parking
and access easements for one (1) vehicle where necessary, with minimum on-site visits
of personnel, provided the enclosure is entirely surrounded with screening material.
These structures must be used exclusively for the purpose of providing advanced
communications services 7

P

(C) Whip antenna and related equipment building for mobile telephone transmission:
(i) In accordance with Section 27-541.03

P
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(ii) All others
(CB-61-1988)
(D) Other public utility uses or structures (including major transmission and
distribution lines and structures, but excluding railroad yards, roundhouses, car barns,
and freight stations)
(CB-25-1987; CB-61-1988)

SE

SE

Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-536.01:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

(B) Over 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

SE

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled, or not currently licensed,
except where specifically authorized 6
(CB-4-1987)

X

Tower, pole, whip, or antenna (electronic, radio, television transmitting or receiving),
except a public utility structure or satellite dish antenna for nonprofit, noncommercial
purposes, only

P

Tower, pole, or antenna for commercial purposes: 10
(A) Maximum of 150 feet
(B) Exceeding 150 feet
(CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997)

P
SE

1

Provided the retail and service facilities are provided for the sole use of residents of the mobile home
community and their bona fide guests, and occupy not more than a combined total of ten (10) square feet
of gross floor area for each mobile or modular home in the community. The establishments shall be
limited to a drug store, restaurant, newsstand, barber shop, beauty shop, valet shop, dry cleaning or
laundry pickup station for work to be done elsewhere, laundromat, delicatessen, quick-service food and
beverage store (not exceeding three thousand (3,000) square feet of gross floor area), and the office of one
(1) physician.

2

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
(C) Occupied by a station that was in use immediately prior to July 1, 1982.
The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
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the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
3

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres;
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies or collects an amusement tax;
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by or reasonably connected with, the other use; and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year, except mobile homes used in connection with pari-mutuel racetracks
where the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

4

Except in an emergency. In this case the parking shall be subject to the traffic and parking regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

5

Provided:
(A) The parking area shall be in addition to any required parking lot on the premises. The parking area
shall be connected to a public street by means of a driveway (constructed in compliance with the
minimum standards of the Department of Public Works and Transportation), with a minimum width of
eleven (11) feet for each lane;
(B) The parking area shall be screened from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone (or land proposed
to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone,
approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan).
(C) No repairs, service, maintenance, or gasoline dispensing or storage facility shall be permitted without
a Special Exception.

6

This shall not apply to:
(A) Storage accessory (and related) to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle stored in a wholly enclosed garage.

7

This does not provide for accessory antennas or overhead distribution lines.
(CB-25-1987)

8

Minimum lot size of two (2) acres required. A church must provide its tax-exempt identification number
when applying for a Detailed Site Plan or a building or use and occupancy permit for an accessory day
care center for children.
(CB-23-1988; CB-44-1989)

9

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)

10

Any related telecommunications equipment building shall be screened by means of landscaping or
berming to one hundred percent (100%) opacity.
(CB-103-1997)

(c)
R-P-C Zone.
(1)
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No use shall be allowed in the R-P-C Zone except those uses allowed in (and in the locations of) the zoning
subcategories shown on the Official Plan.
(2)
Specific uses (in addition to zoning subcategories) may be shown on the Official Plan. If a use shown normally
requires the grant of a Special Exception, a separate Special Exception shall not be required. If a use normally
requiring the grant of a Special Exception is not shown, a separate Special Exception must be obtained. If the
Special Exception is granted, it shall automatically be considered an amendment of the Official Plan.
(CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-133-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-23-1988)
DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-540. - Regulations.
(a)
Planned Community Zones (except the R-P-C Zone).
(1)
General regulations.
ZONE
USE
Gross tract area (in acres)

R-M-H
10 1

Net lot area (minimum square feet)
All uses

4,000 2

Density (maximum mobile home lots per acre)

7

Lot coverage (maximum percentage of net lot area)

50

Green area (minimum percentage of net tract area)

30 3

Building setbacks (minimum in feet):
(A) From other buildings (except accessory buildings, but including enclosed
extensions)

20 4

(B) From public streets and other public rights-of-way

25

(C) From internal private streets or community boundaries

20

(D) From common driveways, pedestrian or bicycle ways, parking areas, green area,
or other mobile home community area

8

Height (maximum in feet):
(A) Main buildings

35

(B) Accessory buildings

15

1

Exclusive of land in a one hundred (100) year floodplain. Additions to an approved R-M-H Zone may be
in increments of less than ten (10) acres.

2

If the lot is not served by public water or sewerage, the minimum net lot area shall be increased to include
3226/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

any additional area deemed necessary by the County Health Officer to insure a potable water supply and
adequate sewage disposal.
3

Must include active recreational facilities (comprising at least five percent (5%) of the net tract area), and
pedestrian or bicycle ways.

4

This setback may be reduced to ten (10) feet if the Planning Board and the Maryland State Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene find that the purposes of providing light, air, safety, convenience, and amenity
are at least as well served by clusters of buildings which use open spaces, topographic conditions, or other
suitable conditions to their best advantage.

(b)
R-P-C Zone.
(1)
General regulations.
(A)
In general, all requirements for density, lot frontages and sizes, green areas, the location and size of buildings
and structures, signs, and off-street parking and loading areas shall be the same as specified for the zoning
subcategories designated on the Official Plan and any other additional requirements specified in this Part or on
the Official Plan for the R-P-C Zone. If the requirements of other zones are amended in this Subtitle after a
property is placed in the R-P-C Zone, that property shall still only be developed in accordance with the approved
Official Plan, unless the amendments specifically refer to the R-P-C Zone.
(2)
Cluster development.
(A)
The cluster development provisions of this Subtitle and Subtitle 24 may apply to development in the R-P-C
Zone, provided that they are not restricted in the Official Plan.
(3)
Overall density and specific densities.
(A)
The overall density of the entire planned community shall be not more than eight (8) dwelling units per gross
acre.
(B)
The density in specific residential blocks shall not exceed the density designated on the Official Plan.
(4)
Area of community.
(A)
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The area proposed for development shall be of sufficient size to provide living space for at least five hundred
(500) families.
(CB-134-1988)
DIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-541. - Private schools.
(a)
Private schools permitted (P) in the Table of Uses in accordance with this Section shall be limited to schools
which offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department of
Education, or complete program of academic elementary (including kindergarten), junior high, middle, or senior
high school education, and shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
The school shall be located on a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres on which the maximum enrollment
shall be four hundred (400) students. For each acre over five (5), the total enrollment may be increased by one
hundred (100) students. State and local health, education or fire regulations may reduce the number of students
permitted to be enrolled. (For the purpose of this Section, enrollment shall mean the total number of students
enrolled in the institution at any one (1) time. If there are separate morning, afternoon, and evening sessions,
each of which is attended by different students, enrollment shall mean the number of students enrolled in the
session having the largest number of students.)
(B)
The property shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a street having a paved surface at least thirtysix (36) feet wide. This width shall not apply where the property is located in sparsely settled or farm areas, or
where the Planning Board determines that adequate passenger debarkation areas are provided.
(C)
An outdoor playground or activity area shall be provided. It shall contain at least one hundred (100) square feet
of usable space per student. The area shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an
adjoining lot and buffered from adjoining uses in accordance with the provisions of the Landscape Manual. The
play area shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least three (3) feet high for grades six (6) and below,
and at least five (5) feet high for other grades.
(D)
The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the use of existing public schools which have been conveyed
by the Prince George's County Board of Education to either Prince George's County or any municipality within
the County, provided the County or municipality:
(i)
Maintains ownership of the facility and operates a school in it; or
(ii)
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Leases the facility for use as a private school (of any type).
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all private schools, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-541.01. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(a)
In order for a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the requirements of this
Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the general area.
(c)
All surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations;
(2)
For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighboring streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any streets; and
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the requirements of
Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-541.01.01. - Day care center for children.
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(a)
A day care center for children permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following:
(1)
Requirements.
(A)
An ample outdoor play or activity area shall be provided, in accordance with the following:
(i)
All outdoor play areas shall have at least seventy-five (75) square feet of play space per child for fifty percent
(50%) of the licensed capacity or seventy-five (75) square feet per child for the total number of children to use
the play area at one (1) time, whichever is greater;
(ii)
All outdoor play areas shall be located at least twenty-five (25) feet from any dwelling on an adjoining lot, and
shall be enclosed by a substantial wall or fence at least four (4) feet in height;
(iii)
A greater set back from adjacent properties or uses or a higher fence may be required by the Planning Board if it
determines that it is needed to protect the health and safety of the children utilizing the play area;
(iv)
In the R-P-C Zone, where the zoning subcategories are Commercial or Industrial Zones, an off-premises outdoor
play or activity area shall be located in proximity to the day care center, and shall be safely accessible without
crossing (at grade) any hazardous area, such as a street or driveway;
(v)
The play area shall contain sufficient shade during the warmer months to afford protection from the sun;
(vi)
Sufficient lighting shall be provided on the play area if it is used before or after daylight hours to insure safe
operation of the area; and
(vii)
Outdoor play shall be limited to the hours between 7 A.M. and 9 P.M.
(2)
Site plan.
(A)
A Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for the center, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle, to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Section.
(B)
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In addition to the submittal requirements of Part 3, Division 9, the Detailed Site Plan shall show:
(i)
The proposed enrollment;
(ii)
The location and use of all buildings on adjoining lots;
(iii)
The location and size of outdoor play or activity areas; and
(iv)
The location, quantity, and type of screening and landscaping.
(3)
Enrollment.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, enrollment shall mean the largest number of children enrolled in the center in
any one (1) session.
(CB-23-1988; CB-98-1988)
Sec. 27-541.01.02. - Wireless telecommunications facilities.
(a)
Antennas and related equipment building permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the following
requirements:
(1)
The antenna shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall be concealed within the opaque exterior of a structure or be attached to a public utility tower, a
multifamily dwelling at least five (5) stories in height, a structure owned by Prince George's County, or a
structure owned and primarily used by a government agency that is exempt from the requirements of this
Subtitle;
(B)
It shall not be attached to a public school or library;
(C)
It shall not exceed the following dimensions:
(i)
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Twenty (20) feet in length and seven (7) inches in diameter for whips;
(ii)
Ten (10) feet in length and two (2) feet in width for panels;
(iii)
Seven (7) feet in length and one (1) foot in diameter for cylinders; or
(iv)
Seven (7) feet in diameter for parabolic dishes;
(D)
It shall not extend more than fifteen (15) feet above the height of the tower or structure to which it is attached;
and
(E)
It shall not support lights or signs unless required for aircraft warning or other safety reasons.
(2)
The related telecommunications equipment building or enclosure shall comply with the following standards:
(A)
It shall not exceed five hundred sixty (560) square feet of gross floor area or twelve (12) feet in height;
(B)
The building or enclosure shall be screened by means of landscaping or berming which is deemed by the
Planning Board (or its authorized representative) to be adequate to screen fifty percent (50%) of the building
from any adjoining land in a Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan);
(C)
When attached to an existing building, it shall match the construction material and color(s) of that building; and
(D)
When constructed as a freestanding building, it shall be constructed of brick and its design shall coordinate with
the design of any existing main building on the same lot or on an adjoining lot.
(CB-61-1988; CB-81-1993; CB-65-2000)
Sec. 27-541.01.03. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
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The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" obtains and maintains the appropriate
and required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable
license authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes through the platform.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
PART 10. - MIXED USE ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-541.02. - Satellite dish antennas.
(a)
On any lot, one (1) satellite dish antenna to serve one (1) dwelling unit, or one (1) or more satellite dish
antenna(s) to serve more than one (1) dwelling unit or any other allowed use, are allowed (subject to the
requirements of the Table of Uses), provided that each antenna shall be located at least two (2) feet from any
side or rear lot line.
(b)
The location of a satellite dish antenna shall be dependent on the reception of usable satellite signals, and/or the
size of the satellite dish antenna. Where usable signals can be obtained, the antenna shall be ground-mounted
and located in the rear yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such rear yard location, the antenna shall
be ground-mounted and located in either side yard. If usable signals cannot be obtained from such side yard
location, the antenna may be mounted on a pole or any other structure. In no event shall a satellite dish antenna
be located in the front yard. Notwithstanding anything above to the contrary, a satellite dish antenna six (6) feet
four (4) inches or less in diameter may be mounted on the roof of any building other than a single-family
dwelling unit. On lots having no rear yard (through lots) and on corner lots where the designated front of the
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main building faces a side street, the rear, side, and front yards, as used herein, shall mean the yards at the rear,
side and front of the building.
(c)
Usable satellite signals shall be those signals from communication satellites which are at least equal in quality to
that received from local commercial stations or by way of cable television, or which meet accepted broadcast
industry standards of good engineering practice.
(d)
Screening shall be provided along the rear and sides of any ground-mounted or roof-mounted satellite dish
antenna, when such antenna is visible from the street or surrounding property as viewed at ground level.
(e)
Satellite dish antennas may be located within any required green area or in any required landscaped area except
along a street.
(CB-19-1985; CB-5-1991; CB-54-1991)
Sec. 27-541.03. - Car Sharing in Mixed Use Zones.
For development proposals within a Metro or light rail station that is existing, is funded for future construction,
or has final design approval, parking requirements may be reduced based on development density for each
parking space designated for a car-sharing vehicle by Memorandum of Understanding between a car sharing
corporation or company and the development applicant. The reduction shall not exceed fifteen (15%) percent of
the total minimum required parking spaces for Mixed-Use Zones. The reduction shall be determined during the
development review process and in accordance with the below chart:
Location

The maximum number of parking
spaces that may be reduced per each
designated car-share

Buildings within ¼ mile of a Metro or Light Rail Station

8

Buildings within ½ mile from a Metro Station or Light Rail Station

6

(CB-51-2011)
DIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC MIXED USE ZONES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - M-X-T ZONE (MIXED USE - TRANSPORTATION ORIENTED).
Sec. 27-542. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the M-X-T Zone are:
(1)
To promote the orderly development and redevelopment of land in the vicinity of major interchanges, major
intersections, major transit stops, and designated General Plan Centers so that these areas will enhance the
economic status of the County and provide an expanding source of desirable employment and living
opportunities for its citizens;
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(2)
To implement recommendations in the approved General Plan, Master Plans, and Sector Plans, by creating
compact, mixed-use, walkable communities enhanced by a mix of residential, commercial, recreational, open
space, employment, and institutional uses;
(3)
To conserve the value of land and buildings by maximizing the public and private development potential
inherent in the location of the zone, which might otherwise become scattered throughout and outside the County,
to its detriment;
(4)
To promote the effective and optimum use of transit and reduce automobile use by locating a mix of residential
and non-residential uses in proximity to one another and to transit facilities to facilitate walking, bicycle, and
transit use;
(5)
To facilitate and encourage a twenty-four (24) hour environment to ensure continuing functioning of the project
after workday hours through a maximum of activity, and the interaction between the uses and those who live,
work in, or visit the area;
(6)
To encourage an appropriate horizontal and vertical mix of land uses which blend together harmoniously;
(7)
To create dynamic, functional relationships among individual uses within a distinctive visual character and
identity;
(8)
To promote optimum land planning with greater efficiency through the use of economies of scale, savings in
energy, innovative stormwater management techniques, and provision of public facilities and infrastructure
beyond the scope of single-purpose projects;
(9)
To permit a flexible response to the market and promote economic vitality and investment; and
(10)
To allow freedom of architectural design in order to provide an opportunity and incentive to the developer to
achieve excellence in physical, social, and economic planning.
(CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-78-2006)
Sec. 27-543. - Uses.
The uses allowed in the M-X-T Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 2 of this Part), including
the mix of uses required by Section 27-547(d).
(CB-78-2006)
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Sec. 27-544. - Regulations.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsections (b) and (c) of this Section, additional regulations concerning the location,
size, and other provisions for all buildings and structures in the M-X-T Zone are as provided for in Divisions 3
and 4 of this Part, General (Part 2), Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape
Manual.
(b)
Except as otherwise specified in this Division, where an approved Conceptual Site Plan imposes certain
regulations related to the location, density, coverage, and height of improvements that are intended to implement
recommendations for mixed-use development within a comprehensive master plan or general plan, such
standards shall provide guidance for the development regulations to be incorporated into the Detailed Site Plan.
(c)
For property placed in the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment or through a Zoning Map
Amendment intended to implement land use recommendations for mixed-use development recommended by a
Master Plan or Sector Plan that is approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use
planning study was conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation:
(1)
For property not subject to Section 27-544(f)(2)(I), the design guidelines or standards intended to implement the
development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or the Sectional Map Amendment Zoning
Change, and a referenced exhibit of record for the property shall provide guidance for the development
regulations to be incorporated into the Conceptual Site Plan.
(2)
The limitations on the lot size and lot width requirements in Section 27-548(h) shall not apply.
(d)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-270, a grading permit may be issued as long as it is in
conformance with an approved Conceptual Site Plan.
(e)
Mixed-Use Planned Community regulations.
(1)
A Mixed Use Planned Community shall conform to the purposes, regulations, and required findings and review
process set forth in Division 2 of this Part, for the M-X-T Zone, however, for property that is located in the E-IA (Employment and Institutional Area) Zone and is subject to Sections 27-276, 27-500, and 27-501 of this
Subtitle, the following regulations shall be advisory only.
(2)
It shall include retail, residential and office/employment uses. The use mixture shall consist of the following,
based on the total gross floor area for residential, retail and office combined:
TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA

MIN.

MAX.
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Residential (at least two different types) 50%

90%

Retail

10%

20%

Office/Employment

0%

40%

(3)
It may include hotel uses. Hotel use is not included in the residential, retail or office/employment categories for
purposes of calculating gross floor area for percentages of use. There is no percentage restriction applied to the
hotel uses.
(4)
It may provide at least one institutional or civic use, may have an integrated network of streets, sidewalks, and
open space, public or private, and should give priority to public space and appropriate placement of institutional
and civic uses.
(5)
Where a conflict arises between E-I-A Zone requirements and M-X-T Zone requirements, the M-X-T
requirements shall be followed.
(6)
The community should be focused on a central public space that is surrounded by a combination of commercial,
civic, cultural or recreational facilities.
(A)
The space should be a minimum of twenty-five (25) acres, and may include a lake.
(B)
It should be designed with adequate amenities to function as a fully shared space for the entire community.
(7)
The community should contain additional, linked open space in the form of squares, greens and parks that are
accessible, visible, safe and comfortable.
(A)
The open spaces should provide a variety of visual and physical experiences.
(B)
Some of these open spaces should be bordered by buildings and be visible from streets and buildings.
(8)
The retail uses may be designed to:
(A)
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Create a sense of place by creating a design that provides amenities such as plazas, parks, recreational
opportunities, entertainment and cultural activities, public services and dining; and provides attractive project
gateways and public spaces.
(B)
Create outdoor amenities, such as brick pavers, tree grates, decorative lighting, signs, banners, high quality street
furniture and extensive landscaping, including mature trees.
(C)
Create attractive architecture by: using high quality building materials such as stone, brick or split-face block,
and providing architectural elements such as façade articulation in fifty (50) foot to seventy-five (75) foot
increments, second floor levels, dormer windows, canopies, arcades, varied roofscapes and customized
shopfronts to create a street-like rhythm.
(D)
Promote attractiveness by designing attractive, quality façades of all commercial buildings where the façade is
visible from public space; and completely screening loading, service, trash, HVAC and other unsightly functions.
(E)
Creating a retail area where, if the front of a retail store fronts a street: pedestrians may travel with ease, with
attractive walkways and continuous street front experiences to maximize the quality of the pedestrian
environment; crosswalks may run through and across the parking lots and drive aisles to connect all buildings
and uses; sidewalks may be wide, appealing, shaded and configured for safe and comfortable travel; pedestrian
walkways may be separated from vehicular circulation by planting beds, raised planters, seating walls, on-street
parallel parking and/or structures; walking distances through parking lots may be minimized and located to form
logical and safe pedestrian crossings, and walkways may be made more pedestrian-friendly through the use of
arcades, canopies, street trees, benches and tables and chairs.
(F)
Shield and enhance the surrounding view through techniques such as screening views of parking lots along the
main frontal streets with green bermed and landscaped strips, or a low brick (or other quality material) wall, in
order to screen parking from the public frontage streets, and ensuring that attractive buildings are to be visible
from the public frontage streets.
(G)
Minimize expanse of parking lots through the use of landscape islands or the location of buildings and streets.
(H)
Provide a hierarchy of pedestrian-scaled, direct and indirect, high quality, energy efficient lighting that
illuminates walkways, ensures safety, highlights buildings and landmark elements, and provides sight lines to
other retail uses.
(I)
Create a signage package for high quality signs and sign standards and requirements for all retail and office
tenants and owners, which shall address size, location, square footage, materials, logos, colors and lighting. For
office and retail uses, a Conceptual Site Plan for Signage shall be approved prior to release of any sign permits.
All sign permits shall conform to the approved Conceptual Site Plan for Signage.
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(J)
Enhance retail pad sites designs to be compatible with the main retail component. If the retail pad sites are
located along the public frontage streets, parking should be located to the rear and sides of the pad sites.
(K)
Green areas should be provided between pad sites.
(L)
Restaurants adjacent to the central public space/lake should have attractive outdoor seating areas.
(9)
Residential uses should meet the following design standards:
(A)
Single family detached.
(i)
There should be a range of lot sizes, with a minimum square footage on any lot of two thousand, two hundred
(2,200) square feet of finished living space, except as modified herein below.
(ii)
At least twenty percent (20%) of the houses should be a minimum of two thousand, six hundred (2,600) square
feet of finished living space and a maximum of 20% of the houses may be less than two thousand, two hundred
(2,200) square feet of finished living space.
(iii)
All streets, whether public or private, should have sidewalks.
(B)
Multifamily.
(i)
Building materials should be high quality, enduring and distinctive.
(ii)
Use of siding should be limited.
(iii)
Amenities such as are typically provided for luxury rental and condo projects should be provided.
(f)
Regional Urban Community Regulations.
(1)
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A Regional Urban Community shall conform to the definitions, regulations, and requirements set forth in
Sections 27-107.01, 27-276, and 27-508 of the Zoning Ordinance.
(2)
In addition to the definition, regulations, and other requirements set forth in Sections 27-107.01, 27-276, and 27508 of this Code, the following regulations shall apply to a Regional Urban Community in the M-X-T Zone:
(A)
The maximum number and type of dwelling units shall be determined at the time of the Conceptual Site Plan
approval.
(B)
For Regional Urban Community developments in the M-X-T Zone, the woodland conservation and afforestation
thresholds shall be fifteen percent (15%) with no requirement for on-site mitigation. A fee-in-lieu of $0.30 per
square foot shall be required.
(C)
Innovative stormwater management techniques may be used upon a finding that the techniques meet the purpose
of the M-X-T Zone as set forth in Section 27-541(a)(2), including but not limited to the utilization of stream
channel and floodplain enhancement and restoration. Stream restoration may be utilized to meet channel
protection and water quality volumes.
(D)
No setback shall be required from the 100-year floodplain to the lot line. There shall be a twenty-five (25) foot
setback from the building to the 100-year floodplain for residences as a building restriction line as set forth in
Section 24-129.
(E)
The maximum number of townhouse dwelling units per building group shall be ten (10). No more than thirty
percent (30%) of the building groups shall contain nine (9) to ten (10) dwelling units. All other townhouse
building groups shall contain no more than eight (8) dwelling units.
(F)
The number of parking spaces required in the core area of the Regional Urban Community are to be calculated
by the applicant and submitted for Planning Board approval at the time of Detailed Site Plan approval. The
applicant shall submit the methodology, assumptions, and data used in performing the calculations with the
Detailed Site Plan. The number of parking spaces within the core area of the Regional Urban Community shall
be calculated based on the procedures described in Sections 27-574(b) and (c).
(G)
End units on townhouse building groups shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet in width and the minimum
building width of a contiguous attached townhouse building group shall be sixteen (16) feet per unit. A variety
of townhouse sizes shall be provided, with a minimum gross living space of a townhouse unit shall be 1,500
square feet except that ten percent (10%) of the townhouse units may be reduced to 1,200 square feet.
(H)
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The minimum front setback from any public or private right-of-way may be reduced to seven (7) feet. In the
core area, the public maintenance shall be one foot from back-of-curb to one foot to back-of-curb.
(I)
In the event that a major employment use or center is identified after the adoption of the applicable Sector Plan,
the Conceptual Site Plan may be amended to provide appropriate guidelines for such development to be applied
at Detailed Site Plan to integrate the use into the surrounding development pattern. Such guidelines may include
architecture, streetscape amenities, buffers and landscaping. Such guidelines shall be flexible to accommodate
the requirements of the proposed employment use or center.
(CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-44-1997; CB-13-2002; CB-78-2006; CB-29-2008; CB-27-2015;
CB-73-2016; CB-19-2019)
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
Sec. 27-545. - Optional method of development.
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
Under the optional method of development, greater densities shall be granted, in increments of up to a maximum
floor area ratio of eight (8.0), for each of the uses, improvements, and amenities (listed in Subsection (b)) which
are provided by the developer and are available for public use. The presence of these facilities and amenities is
intended:
(A)
To make possible a livable environment capable of supporting the greater density and intensity of development
permitted;
(B)
To encourage a high degree of urban design;
(C)
To increase pedestrian-oriented activities and amenities; and
(D)
To provide uses which encourage a lively, twenty-four (24) hour cycle for the development.
(b)
Bonus incentives.
(1)
Open arcade.
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(A)
Three (3) gross square feet shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for each one (1)
square foot of open arcade provided. For the purpose of this incentive, an open arcade is a continuous, covered
area (excluding areas covered by such things as canopies), located along the perimeter of a building and
designed for pedestrian uses. The arcade shall adjoin a street, plaza, or court and, except for the columns, piers,
or arches which support the building or roof, the arcade shall be open to the street, plaza, or court. An open
arcade shall have an unobstructed passageway at least ten (10) feet wide for its entire length. If an open arcade
adjoins a street, it shall (at both ends) connect with other open arcades or be a part of a continuous sidewalk
along the street.
(2)
Enclosed pedestrian space.
(A)
Four (4) gross square feet shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for each one (1)
square foot of enclosed pedestrian space provided. For the purpose of this incentive, an enclosed pedestrian
space is a wholly enclosed area located within a building and designed for pedestrian use. The space may be
covered by a roof of a transparent material which exposes the area to natural light. The enclosed pedestrian area
shall be directly accessible to the public, have a minimum ceiling height of twenty (20) feet, and have at least
one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet of gross floor area. The space shall be appropriately lighted, and
at least three (3) of the following shall be provided: balconies with inter-floor connections; planting or
landscaping; ornamental fountains; statuary; furniture; kiosks; works of art; overhead banners, pennants,
mobiles, or other decorative elements; or other similar features.
(3)
Theater.
(A)
Four (4) gross square feet shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for each one (1)
square foot of theater or other performing arts facility containing a minimum of one hundred fifty (150) seats.
(4)
Residential use.
(A)
Additional gross floor area equal to a floor area ratio (FAR) of one (1.0) shall be permitted where twenty (20) or
more dwelling units are provided.
(5)
Rooftop activities.
(A)
One (1) gross square foot shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for each one (1)
square foot of landscaped rooftop provided. The area shall be accessible to the public and shall contain
observation and sitting areas.
(B)
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One (1) gross square foot shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for each one (1)
square foot of restaurant with outdoor seating, or for each one (1) square foot of outdoor recreational facilities,
provided on the rooftop.
(6)
Outdoor plaza.
(A)
Eight (8) gross square feet shall be permitted to be added to the gross floor area of the building for every one (1)
square foot of outdoor plaza provided. The plaza shall be open to the sky, except for street furniture,
landscaping, or similar items, or any sun or rain shades (not including open arcades) which cover not more than
twenty percent (20%) of the plaza area. The plaza shall reflect a high degree of urban design which encourages a
variety of human activities, such as walking and sitting in a pleasant public space. The plaza, and any buildings
on the south side of the plaza, shall be arranged and designed to admit sunlight to the plaza. The plaza shall
contain extensive plantings, a range of seating options, other street furniture, and works of art or water features,
such as statuary, fountains, and pools. The plaza shall be surfaced in textured concrete, masonry, ceramic paving
units, wood, or other approved special surfacing material. Lighting shall be furnished which provides for both
safety and visual effect. The minimum size of a plaza shall be eighty (80) feet by one hundred (100) feet.
(CB-78-2006)
Sec. 27-546. - Site plans.
(a)
A Conceptual Site Plan and a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for all uses and improvements, in accordance
with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(b)
In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, for Conceptual Site Plans, the following
information shall be included on Plans in the M-X-T Zone:
(1)
A general description of the pedestrian system proposed;
(2)
The proposed floor area ratio;
(3)
The type and location of uses proposed, and the range of square footage anticipated to be devoted to each;
(4)
A general description of any incentives to be used under the optional method of development;
(5)
Areas proposed for landscaping and screening;
(6)
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The proposed sequence of development; and
(7)
The physical and functional relationship of the project uses and components.
(8)
Property placed in the M-X-T Zone by a Sectional Map Amendment shall provide supporting evidence which
shows whether the proposed development will exceed the capacity of transportation facilities that are existing,
are under construction, for which one hundred percent (100%) of construction funds are allocated within the
adopted County Capital Improvement Program or within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program,
will be provided by the applicant (either wholly or, where authorized pursuant to Section 24-124(a)(8) of the
County Subdivision Regulations, through participation in a road club), or are incorporated in a specific public
facilities financing and implementation program.
(c)
In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, for Detailed Site Plans, the following information
shall be included on Plans in the M-X-T Zone:
(1)
The proposed drainage system;
(2)
All improvements and uses proposed on the property;
(3)
The proposed floor area ratio of the project, and detailed description of any bonus incentives to be used; and
(4)
Supporting evidence which shows that the proposed development will be adequately served within a reasonable
period of time with existing or programmed public facilities shown in the adopted County Capital Improvement
Program or within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, will be provided by the applicant
(either wholly or, where authorized pursuant to Section 24-124(a)(8) of the County Subdivision Regulations,
through participation in a road club), or are incorporated in a specific public facilities financing and
implementation program, if more than six (6) years have elapsed since a finding of adequacy was made at the
time of rezoning through a Zoning Map Amendment, Conceptual Site Plan approval, or preliminary plan
approval, whichever occurred last.
(d)
In addition to the findings required for the Planning Board to approve either the Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan
(Part 3, Division 9), the Planning Board shall also find that:
(1)
The proposed development is in conformance with the purposes and other provisions of this Division;
(2)
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For property placed in the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment approved after October 1, 2006,
the proposed development is in conformance with the design guidelines or standards intended to implement the
development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or Sectional Map Amendment Zoning
Change or include a major employment use or center which is consistent with the economic development
strategies of the Sector Plan or General Plan;
(3)
The proposed development has an outward orientation which either is physically and visually integrated with
existing adjacent development or catalyzes adjacent community improvement and rejuvenation;
(4)
The proposed development is compatible with existing and proposed development in the vicinity;
(5)
The mix of uses, arrangement and design of buildings and other improvements, and provision of public
amenities reflect a cohesive development capable of sustaining an independent environment of continuing
quality and stability;
(6)
If the development is staged, each building phase is designed as a self-sufficient entity, while allowing for
effective integration of subsequent phases;
(7)
The pedestrian system is convenient and is comprehensively designed to encourage pedestrian activity within
the development;
(8)
On the Detailed Site Plan, in areas of the development which are to be used for pedestrian activities or as
gathering places for people, adequate attention has been paid to human scale, high quality urban design, and
other amenities, such as the types and textures of materials, landscaping and screening, street furniture, and
lighting (natural and artificial); and
(9)
On a Conceptual Site Plan for property placed in the M-X-T Zone by a Sectional Map Amendment,
transportation facilities that are existing; that are under construction; or for which one hundred percent (100%)
of construction funds are allocated within the adopted County Capital Improvement Program, or the current
State Consolidated Transportation Program, will be provided by the applicant (either wholly or, where
authorized pursuant to Section 24-124(a)(8) of the County Subdivision Regulations, through participation in a
road club), or are incorporated in an approved public facilities financing and implementation program, will be
adequate to carry anticipated traffic for the proposed development. The finding by the Council of adequate
transportation facilities at the time of Conceptual Site Plan approval shall not prevent the Planning Board from
later amending this finding during its review of subdivision plats.
(10)
On the Detailed Site Plan, if more than six (6) years have elapsed since a finding of adequacy was made at the
time of rezoning through a Zoning Map Amendment, Conceptual Site Plan approval, or preliminary plat
approval, whichever occurred last, the development will be adequately served within a reasonable period of time
with existing or programmed public facilities shown in the adopted County Capital Improvement Program,
3245/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, or to be provided by the applicant (either wholly
or, where authorized pursuant to Section 24-124(a)(8) of the County Subdivision Regulations, through
participation in a road club).
(11)
On a property or parcel zoned E-I-A or M-X-T and containing a minimum of two hundred fifty (250) acres, a
Mixed-Use Planned Community including a combination of residential, employment, commercial and
institutional uses may be approved in accordance with the provisions set forth in this Section and Section 27548.
(CB-1-1989; CB-26-1991; CB-13-2002; CB-78-2006; CB-23-2015; CB-19-2019)
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
SUBDIVISION 2. - M-X-C (MIXED USE COMMUNITY).
Sec. 27-546.01. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the Mixed Use Community Zone are to:
(1)
Create a comprehensively planned community with a balanced mix of residential, commercial, recreational, and
public uses;
(2)
Establish a system of flexible development standards which will encourage innovation and provide a superior
alternative to conventional development patterns;
(3)
Provide effective on-site density transfers and cluster techniques to promote public facility efficiency, walkable
neighborhoods, and the preservation of significant open spaces;
(4)
Provide a well-defined central focal point that will provide gathering places for the community to participate in
neighborhood affairs and activities;
(5)
Design a community with a distinct physical identity, expressed through a coherent and compact land plan,
consistent treatment of common design elements such as streetscape and signs, and emphasis on the public
realm;
(6)
Provide a variety of lot sizes and dwelling types so as to provide housing for a spectrum of incomes, ages, and
family structures;
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(7)
Design a comprehensive network of substantial open space tracts superior to what could be obtained under
conventional development techniques to serve a variety of scenic, recreational, and environmental conservation
purposes;
(8)
Preserve environmentally sensitive areas and significant natural features;
(9)
Arrange land uses to be in physical proximity, and link these uses with pedestrian trails and sidewalks;
(10)
Permit a flexible response to the market; and
(11)
Provide a multistep review process which will assure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing and
proposed surrounding land uses, and existing and proposed public facilities and services, so as to promote the
health, safety, and welfare of the present and future inhabitants of Prince George's County.
(CB-63-1992; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-546.02. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms in this Subdivision and throughout Subtitle 27, when referring to the M-X-C Zone, are defined as follows:
(1)
Community Use Area: An area, utilized in the M-X-C Zone, which provides undisturbed open space,
recreational facilities, parks, public and homeowner uses and amenities. Buildings and parking lots shall be
permitted in Community Use Areas only if they are public, owned by a homeowners association, or for not-forprofit uses such as a school, library, fire and rescue station, post office, museum or art gallery, nature center, or
community building. Parking lots are permitted only as an accessory use to an approved use on the same lot.
Recreational facilities such as athletic fields and swimming pools are encouraged. Golf courses and riding
stables are permitted only if they are public, not-for- profit, or homeowner association-owned, and if they
provide a significant and specific benefit to the community at large, such as public trails or public access.
(2)
Nonresidential Areas: An area, utilized in the M-X-C Zone, consisting primarily of private institutional, private
educational, governmental administrative buildings, civic, judicial, office, retail hotel, motel, and other
commercial uses, including all other nonresidential uses set forth in Division 3 of Part 10 of this Subtitle.
(3)
Other Residential Areas: An area, utilized in the M-X-C Zone, consisting primarily of the following types of
residential dwellings: multifamily dwellings, semidetached dwellings, three-family dwellings, triple-attached
dwellings, two-family dwellings, townhouses, or any combination of the foregoing.
(4)
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Single-Family Areas: An area, utilized in the M-X-C Zone, which consists primarily of one-family detached
dwellings.
(CB-63-1992)
Sec. 27-546.03. - Uses.
(a)
The uses allowed in the M-X-C Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3 of this Part).
(b)
Each Preliminary Development Plan in the M-X-C Zone shall comply with the following minimum and
maximum requirements for use areas:
MINIMUM
PERCENTAGE OF
GROSS AREA OF
THE ZONE

MAXIMUM
PERCENTAGE OF
GROSS AREA OF
THE ZONE

Community Use Areas

30%

N/A

Single-Family - Low Density Residential

10%

N/A

Single-Family - Medium Density Residential

20%

N/A

Other Residential:
In no event shall the number of townhouses exceed
25% of the total number of dwellings in the Zone

N/A

15%

Nonresidential Areas:
In no event shall service or trade uses exceed 10%
of the gross area of the Zone

5%

20%

(c)
Single-Family Areas.
(1)
Other uses which may be allowed in these areas are home occupations, day care centers, group homes, tourist
homes, churches, and other similar uses, as provided for in Section 27-547. All permitted uses other than onefamily detached dwellings shall be approved as part of the textual material for the Comprehensive Sketch Plan
and the Final Development Plan. No dwelling units other than one-family detached shall be allowed in this area.
(d)
Other Residential Areas.
(1)
Other uses which may be allowed in these areas are home occupations, day care centers, group homes, tourist
homes, churches, and other similar uses, as provided for in Section 27-547. All permitted uses other than onefamily detached dwellings shall be approved as part of the textual material for the Comprehensive Sketch Plan
and the Final Development Plan. One-family detached dwelling units are permitted in this area.
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(e)
Nonresidential Areas.
(1)
In the Nonresidential Areas, limited Other Residential uses are permitted in conjunction with buildings
containing nonresidential uses.
(2)
The maximum floor area ratio for all commercial uses shall be four-tenths (0.4).
(f)
Community Use Areas.
(1)
A minimum amount of the Community Use Area shall be outside the one hundred (100) year floodplain and
wetlands. For the maximum density permitted in the M-X-C Zone, the minimum amount of area outside the one
hundred (100) year floodplain and wetlands shall be twenty-five percent (25%) of the Community Use Area. For
any density proposed in the Preliminary Development Plan which is lower than the maximum density permitted
in the Zone, the minimum amount shall be proportionately lower at the rate of three percent (3%) for each onetenth (0.1) in density, but in no case shall the area outside the one hundred (100) year floodplain and wetlands be
less than ten percent (10%).
(2)
Buildings and parking lots shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the Community Use Area.
(3)
The Community Use Areas shall, to the extent possible, include all sensitive natural features, including streams
and stream buffers, slopes over twenty-five percent (25%), slopes over fifteen percent (15%) on highly erodible
soils, one hundred (100) year floodplain, wetlands, and wetland buffers, and woodland conservation areas.
Where it is feasible within the overall development scheme, these natural areas may be incorporated into other
development areas, as long as they are, to the extent possible, located outside the limits of disturbance.
(4)
All lands approved as Community Use Areas on the Final Development Plan shall be conclusively presumed to
satisfy the requirements of this Section.
(g)
For the purposes of calculating land use areas, land within public rights-of-way shall be attributed to the
adjoining use. If the right-of-way is between two different use areas, a proportionate percentage of the right-ofway shall be attributed to each use. If the road adjoins a Community Use Area, no part of the right-of-way shall
be attributed to the Community Use Area. Attribution of land which adjoins the Community Use Area shall be
divided proportionately between the closest adjacent uses.
(h)
Uses located within a land use area which are not the primary uses for which the area is intended and which are
not compatible with adjoining uses shall be made compatible through development standards such as height
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restrictions, buffers, and building setbacks. These development standards shall be established through the
Comprehensive Sketch Plan and the Final Development Plan. A determination of the compatibility of uses shall
be based on an evaluation of such elements as noise, outdoor loading spaces, exterior storage, dust, fumes,
vibration, litter, and bright lighting during the evening or at night.
(CB-63-1992; CB-56-1996)
Sec. 27-546.04. - Other regulations.
(a)
No land may be zoned M-X-C unless it consists of at least seven hundred fifty (750) contiguous gross acres.
Land which is divided by streets, roads, ways, highways, transmission pipes, lines or conduits, or rights-of-way
(in fee or by easement) owned by third parties shall be deemed to be contiguous.
(b)
Residential density determinations in the M-X-C Zone shall be based on the average number of dwelling units
per gross acre. The density of the entire zone shall not exceed two (2) dwelling units per gross acre. Within each
Preliminary Development Plan the following additional density restrictions shall apply:
(1)
In Single-Family - Low Density use areas, the maximum number of dwellings permitted shall not exceed two (2)
dwelling units per gross acreage of all Single-Family - Low Density use areas in the zone.
(2)
In Single-Family - Medium Density use areas, the maximum number of dwellings permitted shall not exceed
four (4) dwelling units per gross acreage of all Single-Family - Medium Density use areas in the zone.
(3)
In Other Residential use areas, the maximum number of dwellings permitted shall not exceed fifteen (15)
dwelling units per gross acreage of all Other Residential use areas in the zone.
(c)
The use of land within the M-X-C Zone shall be limited to those uses specified in the Final Development Plan.
(d)
Except for accessory uses to one-family dwellings, no structure within an M-X-C Zone shall be:
(1)
Erected except in accordance with the Final Development Plan; or
(2)
Used for any purpose other than the use designated for it on the Final Development Plan.
(e)
The regulations concerning Off-Street Parking and Loading (Part 11), Signs (Part 12), and the Landscape
Manual shall apply within the M-X-C Zone. Section 4.7 of the Landscape Manual shall not apply to contiguous
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uses within the boundaries of the M-X-C Zone, but shall apply along the exterior boundaries of the M-X-C Zone
where a use within the M-X-C Zone is contiguous to a use which is outside the zone.
(f)
Development in this zone shall contain one or more neighborhood centers intended to create a distinct focal
point(s) for the community:
(1)
The neighborhood center shall be recognizable, compact, and functionally diverse;
(2)
The neighborhood center shall be located in proximity to the highest residential concentration, and in general,
residential densities shall decrease in proportion to their distance from the neighborhood center;
(3)
The neighborhood center shall be linked by pedestrian trails and sidewalks to all parts of the area that it serves,
and shall include facilities that encourage modes of transportation other than driving, such as bus shelters (if
public transportation is available) and bike racks at convenient locations;
(4)
The neighborhood center shall be arranged in a network of interconnecting streets to provide a strong sense of
community and to provide drivers and pedestrians with alternate routes. The streets shall connect with other uses
in the development through a logical extension of the street network;
(5)
Community uses, such as churches and other places of worship, day care centers, and community recreational
uses are an integral part of the neighborhood center concept;
(6)
The neighborhood center is intended to include a variety of retail shops and services to support the day-to-day
needs of the residents, complemented by other compatible businesses and civic activities, with a residential
component, if desired; and
(7)
The neighborhood center shall be focused on a neighborhood green or park, which shall provide outdoor space
for collective social activity, recreation, and visual enjoyment, shall be designed with some recognizable edges
or a sense of enclosure, be easily identifiable and accessible to all residents, and will preferably be in proximity
to a community building.
(g)
Residential areas shall include a variety of lot sizes and development standards, which shall be coordinated with
street widths, views, topography, landscaping, and architecture. Townhouses shall be located on lots at least one
thousand eight hundred (1,800) square feet in size, with at least sixty percent (60%) of the total number of
building fronts constructed of brick, stone, or stucco. There shall be no more than six (6) townhouses per
building group, except where the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Planning Board or District
Council, as applicable, that more than six (6) dwelling units (but not more than eight (8) dwelling units) would
create a more attractive living environment or would be more environmentally sensitive. In no event shall the
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number of building groups containing more than six (6) dwelling units exceed twenty percent (20%) of the total
number of building groups in the approved Preliminary Development Plan, and the end units on such building
groups shall be a minimum of twenty-four (24) feet in width. The minimum building width in any continuous,
attached group shall be twenty (20) feet, and the minimum gross living space shall be one-thousand two hundred
and fifty (1,250) square feet for any townhouse in the M-X-C Zone. For the purposes of this Subsection, "gross
living space" shall be defined as all interior space except the garage and unfinished basement or attic area.
(h)
An integrated public street system with a variety of street standards shall be incorporated into the zone. The
street hierarchy shall be related to the street's function in the zone, the average daily traffic (ADT) levels, lot
frontage, and the need for on-street parking. The streets shall be designed to accommodate pedestrian needs as
much as for vehicular use. The design of the public street system shall include typical cross sections showing
paving widths, medians, parking, greenway and landscaping, sidewalks, and utility easements, and typical
entrance or gateway treatments, or reference typical sections in the "General Specifications and Standards for
Highway and Street Construction." The street plan will be implemented through each Detailed Site Plan. A
proposal for the submission of this plan shall be included in the text for the Preliminary Development Plan.
(i)
A sign program shall be provided to ensure that consistent sign treatment is provided throughout the
development in order to further a sense of community identity. Subsequent to approval of the Preliminary
Development Plan, a sign program, which shall include drawings, guidelines, or standards for community
gateway signs, residential development signs, and commercial and retail center signs, shall be approved by the
Planning Board. A proposal for the submission of this plan shall be included in the text for the Preliminary
Development Plan. The sign program will be implemented through each Detailed Site Plan.
(j)
The design of the Community Use Areas shall include, in addition to large tracts of natural undisturbed open
space, smaller tracts, parks, greens, or plazas more formally designed and intended to provide intensive civic or
recreational uses. These areas should be located throughout the development, readily identifiable to invite public
use, visible and accessible from public spaces, and may be in proximity to civic, institutional, or recreational
buildings.
(CB-63-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-56-1996)
Sec. 27-546.05. - Comprehensive Sketch Plan.
(a)
Filing.
(1)
The Comprehensive Sketch Plan may be filed with the Planning Board following approval of the Preliminary
Development Plan. It must be filed prior to the preliminary plat of subdivision. The Comprehensive Sketch Plan
may cover all or a portion of the entire area included in the Preliminary Development Plan.
(b)
Fees.
(1)
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Upon filing a Comprehensive Sketch Plan, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the
costs related to processing the application. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning Board. A
reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board, if it finds that payment will be an undue hardship
upon the applicant.
(c)
Contents of Comprehensive Sketch Plan.
(1)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the Planning Board that, in the preparation of the Comprehensive Sketch Plan
and supporting documents, he has devoted adequate attention to environmental relationships, design,
landscaping, engineering factors, and traffic factors.
(2)
The Comprehensive Sketch Plan shall consist of the following:
(A)
A drawing or series of drawings (in the form of prints or other media acceptable to the Planning Board and
supplied in reasonable quantities as required by the Planning Board or designee) showing the proposed
development of the property at an appropriate scale, generally either one (1) inch equals two hundred (200) feet
or one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet. The drawing(s) shall show the total number of acres on the site;
and the approximate boundaries, acreages, and densities or intensities of all proposed residential and
nonresidential land use areas on the site, including Community Use Areas;
(B)
The zoning of adjoining properties;
(C)
The location of all existing and proposed public streets, roads, and utilities;
(D)
The location of all existing site and environmental features shown on the approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(E)
A Type 1 Tree Conservation Plan prepared in conformance with Division 2 of Subtitle 25 and The Woodland
and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Technical Manual or Standard Letter of Exemption;
(F)
An approved Natural Resource Inventory;
(G)
A statement of justification describing how the proposed design preserves and restores the regulated
environmental features to the fullest extent possible;
(H)
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The general location and type of conceptual design elements, such as special gateway treatment areas, focal
points, major intersections, views to be screened, enhanced, controlled, or emphasized, and areas appropriate for
special architectural treatment;
(I)
The general location and type of recreational facilities, trails, and pedestrian circulation and amenities;
(J)
Text material setting forth criteria, standards, and design principles for the following:
(i)
The permitted general use or specific use as hereinafter defined, for each land use area. Uses may be designated
on the Comprehensive Sketch Plan and the Final Development Plan either as specific uses or general uses. If the
criteria in the plan stipulate a general use, any one of the uses within that category is permitted, and the specific
use need not be specified until the Detailed Site Plan is approved. If a specific use is stipulated in the criteria for
the Plan, then the structure, lot, or parcel must be used for that specific use only. Specific uses which shall be
stipulated as part of the criteria in the Comprehensive Sketch Plan and Final Development Plan are major
recreational facilities, community buildings, churches, schools, public buildings, and retail centers;
(ii)
Height limitations, front, side, and rear yard areas, setback provisions, and lot coverage requirements, stated
generally or specifically with respect to particular improvements or types of improvements;
(iii)
A comprehensive landscape program for the development;
(iv)
A comprehensive, integrated public street system for the development pursuant to Section 27-546.04(i), if the
street plan described in that Section has not been previously submitted and approved by the Planning Board;
(v)
Supporting evidence which shows whether the transportation facilities which are existing, under construction, or
included in the adopted County Capital Improvement Program or the current State Consolidated Transportation
Program will be adequate to carry anticipated traffic;
(K)
The estimated residential or employment population for each land use area;
(L)
Where a Comprehensive Sketch Plan proposes to include an adaptive use of a Historic Site, the application shall
include:
(i)
Text describing the nature of the proposed adaptive use, including a description of how the use will be integrated
into the design and theme of the Historic Site;
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(ii)
A preliminary evaluation of historic landscape features through field investigation; and
(iii)
Preliminary architectural elevations within the environmental setting of the Historic Site.
(d)
Planning Board Action.
(1)
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing prior to the approval of a Comprehensive Sketch Plan.
(2)
Prior to approving a Comprehensive Sketch Plan, the Planning Board shall find that:
(A)
The proposed Comprehensive Sketch Plan is generally consistent with the approved Preliminary Development
Plan;
(B)
The proposed plan is in conformance with the purposes and other provisions of this Division;
(C)
The proposed plan incorporates design and planning techniques that will make it compatible with existing and
proposed development in the vicinity;
(D)
The neighborhood center, if the subject application includes this element, is of sufficient size and proposes a mix
of uses and a physical design that will create a distinct focal point for the community;
(E)
The pedestrian system is convenient and is comprehensively planned to encourage pedestrian activity, especially
in proximity to the neighborhood center;
(F)
The overall design, mix of uses, and other improvements reflect a cohesive development of continuing quality
and stability, while allowing for effective integration of subsequent phases;
(G)
Transportation facilities which are existing, under construction, included in the adopted County Capital
Improvement Program or current State Consolidated Transportation Program, or will be otherwise provided, will
be adequate to carry anticipated traffic;
(3)
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An approved Comprehensive Sketch Plan shall remain valid indefinitely.
(e)
Appeal.
(1)
The Planning Board's decision on a Comprehensive Sketch Plan may be appealed to the District Council upon
petition by any person of record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days
after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the
Planning Board's decision on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
Comprehensive Sketch Plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning
Board, a transcript of the public hearing on the Comprehensive Sketch Plan, and any additional information or
explanatory material deemed appropriate.
(3)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be
limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board.
In addition, the Council may take judicial notice of any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of
the approval process relating to all or a portion of the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat
of subdivision.
(4)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the Comprehensive Sketch Plan to the Planning Board to take further
testimony or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a Comprehensive Sketch Plan, it shall make
the same findings that are required to be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within sixty (60)
days, the Planning Board's decision is automatically affirmed.
(5)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(f)
Amendments.
(1)
An amendment may be requested by the original applicant or such other person or entity designated by the
original applicant.
(2)
All amendments of approved Comprehensive Sketch Plans shall be made in accordance with the provisions for
initial approval.
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(CB-63-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-99-1996; CB-13-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-42-2004; CB-28-2010; CB-34-2011)
Editor's note— Section 3 of CB-28-2010 provides that a development project for which all required
development applications have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District
Council, and appeal periods have not expired as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered; or a development
project that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, but has not completed subsequent processes such
as final plat or site plan as of September 1, 2010, is grandfathered for that portion of the project covered by the
preliminary plan.
Section 3 of CB-34-2011 provides that a development project for which all required development applications
have been approved by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, notwithstanding any
appeal period, is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became effective on September 1,
2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval; or a development project
that has an approved preliminary plan of subdivision, notwithstanding any further development review
requirements including record plats is grandfathered regarding the provisions of CB-28-2010 that became
effective on September 1, 2010, or any subsequent revisions in conformance with the grandfathered approval for
that portion of the project covered by the preliminary plan.
Sec. 27-546.06. - Final Development Plan.
(a)
Filing.
(1)
The Final Development Plan may be filed with the Planning Board after the expiration of the appeal period
following approval of the Comprehensive Sketch Plan, and must be filed concurrently with the preliminary plat
of subdivision. The Final Development Plan may cover the entire area or any portion of the area included in the
Comprehensive Sketch Plan.
(b)
Fees.
(1)
Upon filing a Final Development Plan, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the
costs related to processing the application. The scale of fees shall be determined by the Planning Board. A
reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board, if it finds that payment will be an undue hardship
upon the applicant.
(c)
Contents of the Final Development Plan.
(1)
The Final Development Plan shall consist of:
(A)
A drawing or series of drawings, at an appropriate scale, of generally either one (1) inch equals two hundred
(200) feet or one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet, setting forth the precise boundaries of the proposed
land uses by courses and distances and the precise acreage of the proposed land uses;
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(B)
Text material (criteria) which shall be substantially in the form approved by the Planning Board as part of the
Comprehensive Sketch Plan;
(C)
The number of residential units proposed; and
(D)
Supporting evidence which shows whether the proposed development will exceed the capacity of transportation
facilities that are existing, under construction, or for which one hundred percent (100%) of construction funds
are allocated within the adopted County Capital Improvement Program or within the current State Consolidated
Transportation Program.
(d)
Planning Board action.
(1)
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing prior to the approval of a Final Development Plan.
(2)
Prior to approving a Final Development Plan, the Planning Board shall make the following findings:
(A)
The proposed plan generally conforms to the Comprehensive Sketch Plan;
(B)
The overall design, mix of uses, and other improvements reflect a cohesive development of continuing quality
and stability, while allowing for effective integration of subsequent phases;
(C)
Transportation facilities (including streets and public transit), which are existing; which are under construction;
or for which one hundred percent (100%) of the construction funds are allocated within the adopted County
Capital Improvement Program, within the current State Consolidated Transportation Program, or will be
otherwise provided, will be adequate to carry anticipated traffic.
(3)
An approved Final Development Plan shall remain valid indefinitely.
(e)
Appeal.
(1)
The Planning Board's decision on a Final Development Plan may be appealed to the District Council upon
petition by any person of record. The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) days
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after the date of the notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the
Planning Board's decision on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(2)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
Final Development Plan, all written evidence and materials submitted for consideration by the Planning Board, a
transcript of the public hearing on the Final Development Plan, and any additional information or explanatory
material deemed appropriate.
(3)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. Testimony at the hearing shall be
limited to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board.
In addition, the Council may take judicial notice of any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of
the approval process relating to all or a portion of the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat
of subdivision.
(4)
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, re verse, or modify the
decision of the Planning Board, or return the Final Development Plan to the Planning Board to take further
testimony or reconsider its decision. Where the Council approves a Final Development Plan, it shall make the
same findings that are required to be made by the Planning Board. If the Council fails to act within sixty (60)
days, the Planning Board's decision is automatically affirmed.
(5)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(6)
Upon approval, the Final Development Plan shall be recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's
County, and the provisions thereof as to land use shall bind the property covered thereby as provided herein with
the full force and effect of specific Zoning Regulations. After such recordation, no new structure shall be built,
no new addition to existing structures made, and no change in primary use effected different from that permitted
in the Final Development Plan except by an amendment to the Final Development Plan.
(f)
Amendment of Final Development Plan.
(1)
An amendment may be requested by the original applicant or such other person or entity designated by the
original applicant, and the proposed amendment shall be governed by all of the foregoing provisions relating to
the approval of the Final Development Plan. Changes in accessory uses shall be allowed pursuant to applications
for certificates of occupancy.
(2)
No amendment to a Final Development Plan shall affect any property subject to such Final Development Plan
for which a building permit has been issued and upon which construction has commenced pursuant to the permit
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as of the effective date of such amendment. During the consideration of any such amendment, the Final
Development Plan shall continue to be effective until amended in the manner described above.
(CB-63-1992; CB-47-1996; CB-99-1996; CB-13-1997; CB-1-2004; CB-42-2004)
Sec. 27-546.07. - Detailed Site Plan.
(a)
Following approval of the Final Development Plan, an applicant shall file a Detailed Site Plan covering the
entire area or any portion of the area included in the Final Development Plan. The Detailed Site Plan shall
include all uses and improvements within the area depicted, and shall be approved in accordance with Part 3,
Division 9, of this Subtitle.
(b)
In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, the following information shall be included on
Plans in the M-X-C Zone:
(1)
The proposed drainage system;
(2)
Architectural plans, including floor plans of residential structures and exterior elevations of all structures; and
(3)
A drawing or drawings of all signs, either freestanding or otherwise, proposed to be erected on land or attached
to buildings within the area covered by the Detailed Site Plan.
(c)
In addition to the findings required for the Planning Board to approve a Detailed Site Plan (Part 3, Division 9),
the Planning Board shall also find:
(1)
The proposed development is in conformance with the purposes and other provisions of the M-X-C Zone;
(2)
The arrangement and design of buildings and other improvements and the mix of uses reflect a cohesive
development capable of sustaining an independent environment of continuing quality and stability;
(3)
The pedestrian system is convenient and is comprehensively designed to encourage pedestrian activity within
the development;
(4)
In areas of the development which are to be used for pedestrian activities or as gathering places for people,
adequate attention has been paid to human scale, the quality of urban design, and other amenities, such as the
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types and textures of materials, landscaping and screening, street furniture, and lighting, both natural and
artificial.
(5)
The Detailed Site Plan is in general conformance with the approved Final Development Plan. Where not defined
in an approved Development Plan, the design standards of the zone most compatible with the M-X-C Zone shall
be applicable.
(d)
An approved Detailed Site Plan in the M-X-C Zone shall remain valid for six (6) years.
(CB-63-1992)
Editor's note— Section 1 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods
contained in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County
Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-6-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Sections 27287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are hereby
temporarily suspended until December 31, 2011.
Section 2 of CB-6-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2012.
Section 2 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2012.
Section 1 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2013.
Section 2 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2012. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2013.
Section 1 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2015.
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Section 2 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-71-2013 is an uncodified law enacted by the District Council to extend the validity periods of approved
detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, until December 31, 2015. CB-75-2013 is a
codified law providing a conditional or qualified extension process for certain detailed site plan validity periods.
The enactment of a conditional extension process in CB-75-2013 does not invalidate or supplant the extension of
validity periods by law for approved detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, by
CB-71-2013. Thus, the applicability of CB-75-2013 to approved detailed site plan applications extended by way
of CB-71-2013 is tolled until January 1, 2016.
For detailed site plan applications approved January 2, 2013, or later, the manner and terms for extensions of
validity periods set forth in CB-75-2013 will apply to extensions of the validity periods articulated in Part 3,
Division 9 of the Zoning Ordinance.
CB-81-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-81-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2015.
Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-81-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Detailed Site Plans and Specific Design Plans to proceed in the development process prior to December 17,
2017.
CB-97-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-97-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-97-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-97-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-59-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from October 23, 2018, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-59-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-59-2018 provides that the provisions of CB-59-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 55, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-73-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly, the provisions for the running of validity
periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021,
for detailed site plans and specific design plans approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the
running of validity periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning
Ordinance are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2022, for detailed site plans and specific design
plans approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter 55 became effective on the date of its adoption.
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Sec. 27-546.08. - Order of approvals.
(a)
In the M-X-C Zone, the following order of approvals shall be observed:
(1)
Preliminary Development Plan;
(2)
Comprehensive Sketch Plan;
(3)
Preliminary Plat of Subdivision;
(4)
Final Development Plan (must be submitted concurrently with corresponding preliminary plat of subdivision);
(5)
Detailed Site Plan;
(6)
Final Plat of Subdivision (a final plat of subdivision for single-family lots or bulk parcels for Other Residential,
Nonresidential, and Community Use parcels may be approved prior to a Detailed Site Plan, if the Technical Staff
determines that the site plan approval will not affect final plat approval);
(7)
Grading, building, and use and occupancy permits (grading permits may only be approved prior to final plat of
subdivision if the area to be graded is the subject of an approved Detailed Site Plan).
(CB-63-1992)
SUBDIVISION 3. - M-U-TC ZONE (MIXED-USE TOWN CENTER).
Sec. 27-546.09. - Purposes.
(a)
The specific purposes of the M-U-TC Zone are:
(1)
To create with the community a development framework that can capitalize on the existing fabric of the County's
older commercial/mixed-use centers and corridors.
(2)
To promote reinvestment in, and the appropriate redevelopment of, older commercial areas, to create attractive
and distinctive community centers for shopping, socializing, entertaining, living, and to promote economic
vitality.
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(3)
To promote the preservation and adaptive reuse of selected buildings in older commercial areas.
(4)
To ensure a mix of compatible uses which compliments concentrations of retail and service uses, including
institutional uses, encourages pedestrian activity, and promotes shared parking.
(5)
To provide a mix of commercial and residential uses which establish a safe and vibrant twenty-four hour
environment.
(6)
To establish a flexible regulatory framework, based upon community input, to encourage compatible
development and redevelopment, including shared parking facilities, that will enhance the Town Center.
(7)
To preserve and promote those distinctive physical characteristics that are identified by the community as
essential to the community's identity, including building character, special landmarks, small parks and other
gathering places, and wide sidewalks.
(CB-2-1994)
Sec. 27-546.10. - Landscaping and Screening.
Landscaping and screening shall be provided in accordance with the approved Town Center Development Plan.
(CB-2-1994)
Sec. 27-546.11. - Uses.
The uses allowed in the M-U-TC Zone are as provided for in the Table of Uses (Division 3).
(CB-2-1994)
Sec. 27-546.12. - Regulations.
(a)
Except as indicated in Subsection (b) and (c), below, regulations concerning the location, size, and other
provisions for all buildings and structures in the M-U-TC Zone are as provided in the approved Town Center
Development Plan.
(b)
For property rezoned to the M-U-TC Zone through a zoning map amendment or primary amendment consisting
of at least twenty (30) acres and proposing phased development, a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved for each
phase of the development consistent with the most recently approved Development Plan and may be subject to
District Council review in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle. This requirement shall not apply
to property that is publicly owned as of September 1, 2012.
(c)
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Additional regulations are as provided for in General (Part 2).
(CB-2-1994; CB-75-2012)
Sec. 27-546.13. - Development Plan.
(a)
General.
(1)
The Development Plan will create a flexible framework for reviewing and approving future development in the
M-U-TC Zone. The regulations and graphic representations embodied in the Plan should protect existing
community characteristics that are critical to the conservation of the Town Center's character. The Development
Standards and Guidelines adopted in the Plan are intended to be flexibly applied and broadly interpreted to
promote local revitalization efforts.
(2)
The Development Plan shall consider the evolution of development regulations and the existing development
character and create more appropriate standards and development guidelines that will encourage investment that
supports the purposes of the zone.
(3)
Buildings legally existing at the time a rezoning to the M-U-TC Zone is approved are considered to be legally
existing, and shall not be considered to be nonconforming. Any expansion or exterior alteration is subject to the
Town Center Development Plan.
(4)
Any existing use which has a valid permit issued prior to the approval of a rezoning to the M-U-TC Zone shall
be considered a permitted use, and shall not be considered nonconforming, provided the use has not changed to a
different use since issuance of the permit. This provision shall apply only to the property which was the subject
of the original permit.
(b)
The Town Center Development Plan shall include, at a minimum, the following:
(1)
A description of the area within the Town Center, including a location map showing the boundaries of the Zone
(with north arrow and scale) and a description of the existing improvements within those boundaries;
(2)
Existing zoning and use of properties within and adjacent to the M-U-TC Zone;
(3)
Existing and proposed right-of-way widths of internal and adjoining streets;
(4)
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An inventory of existing development characteristics, which may include the following:
(A)
Building:
(i)
Height;
(ii)
Width;
(iii)
Setbacks;
(iv)
Roof shape;
(v)
Construction materials;
(vi)
Color;
(vii)
Distribution of windows/door openings;
(viii)
Architectural style, details, and ornamentations;
(B)
Signs:
(i)
Number;
(ii)
Lighting;
(iii)
Location (building, roof, freestanding);
(C)
Awnings and canopies:
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(i)
Location;
(ii)
Width;
(iii)
Materials;
(D)
Mechanical equipment:
(i)
Visibility from roads and adjacent properties;
(E)
Parking/circulation:
(i)
View from the road;
(ii)
Paving materials and striping;
(iii)
Landscaping;
(iv)
Crosswalks;
(v)
Sidewalks;
(vi)
Pedestrian alleys;
(F)
Streetscape:
(i)
Furniture;
(ii)
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Landscaping;
(iii)
Signs;
(iv)
Monuments and art.
(5)
Development Standards and Guidelines shall be established to manage the physical development and use of land
in the M-U-TC Zone. These Development Standards and Guidelines may include the following and any other
elements deemed necessary:
(A)
Setbacks;
(B)
Proportion;
(C)
Height;
(D)
Roofs;
(E)
Rear entrance;
(F)
Awnings and canopies;
(G)
Utility areas and mechanical equipment;
(H)
Architectural detailing;
(I)
Fenestration:
(i)
Facade openings;
(ii)
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Windows;
(iii)
Blank walls;
(J)
Materials;
(K)
Color;
(L)
Lighting;
(M)
Sidewalks and pedestrian places.
(c)
The Development Plan shall include minimum and maximum Development Standards and Guidelines, as
necessary, to regulate parking and loading schedules and design standards, sign design standards, and
landscaping and screening standards.
(d)
The Development Plan shall contain both a written explanation and graphic representations of Development
Standards and Guidelines, including a recitation of the specific activities constituting routine maintenance or
repairs, as defined in Section 27-107.01(b)(204.1). For Development Plans approved prior to January 1, 2015,
the definition set forth in Section 27-107.01(b)(204.1) shall apply, notwithstanding any provision set forth in the
approved Development Plan, unless otherwise modified through approval of a secondary amendment in
accordance with Section 27-546.14 of this Code.
(e)
The Development Plan may include specific findings and criteria for uses permitted as a Special Permit in the
Use Table. Such findings shall generally be limited to site planning issues not otherwise found in the
Development Plan.
(f)
The Development Plan may create a local design review committee to advise the Planning Board and District
Council during review of Special Permits, Special Exceptions, site plans, and other proposals.
(g)
If a local design review committee is created, the Development Plan shall, at a minimum, define the committee
membership, minimum and maximum review time frames, and the extent of the Committee's review
responsibilities.
(CB-2-1994; CB-2-2015)
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Sec. 27-546.14. - Amendments to Development Plan.
(a)
Primary amendments.
(1)
All primary amendments of approved Development Plans shall be made in accordance with the provisions for
initial approval of the Plan.
(2)
Primary amendments are any changes to the boundary of the approved Development Plan.
(b)
Secondary amendments.
(1)
Secondary amendments are any amendments other than an amendment made pursuant to Section 27-546.14(a).
(2)
An application for an amendment of an approved Development Plan, other than an amendment pursuant to
Subsection (a), may be submitted to the Planning Board by any owner (or authorized representative) of property
within the M-U-TC Zone, a municipality within which the zone is located, the Planning Board, or the District
Council and shall be processed in accordance with the following regulations.
(3)
Except for applications for secondary amendments initiated by the District Council, all applications shall be
typed, except for signatures, submitted in triplicate, and shall include the following information:
(A)
The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant, and an indication of the applicant's status as contract
purchaser, agent, or owner;
(B)
The street address of the property owned within the Development Plan; name of any municipality the property is
in; name and number of the Election District the property is in;
(C)
A statement enumerating each requested change and its effect upon the remainder of development in the
approved Development Plan;
(D)
The name, address, and signature of each owner of record of the property. Applications for property owned by a
corporation shall be signed by an officer empowered to act for the corporation;
(E)
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The name, address, and telephone number of the correspondent;
(F)
A statement of justification in support of the request. The statement shall set forth the legal basis by which the
requested amendment can be approved, and a description of the existing components of the Development Plan
and proposed changes thereto. This statement may be accompanied by three (3) copies of any material which (in
the applicant's opinion) is necessary to clarify the typewritten statement. This additional material, if not foldable,
shall be not larger than eighteen (18) by twenty-four (24) inches;
(G)
The proposed amendment to be appended to or incorporated into the Development Plan;
(H)
A signed certificate stating that the applicant, on or before the date of filing such application, sent by certified
mail a copy of the application for an amendment and all accompanying documents to each municipality in which
any portion of the property which is the subject of the application is located, and each municipality located
within one (1) mile of the property which is the subject of the application. The certificate shall specifically
identify each municipality to which the application was mailed and the date it was mailed.
(4)
Upon completing an application, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a fee to help defray the costs
related to processing the application. A reduction in the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board if it finds
that payment of the full amount will cause an undue hardship upon the applicant.
(5)
In addition to the filing fee, a fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be paid for the posting of each public notice
sign to be posted by the Planning Board. No part of a fee shall be refunded or waived, unless the Planning Board
determines that one of the following applies:
(A)
The fee was paid by mistake, and the applicant has requested (in writing) a refund.
(B)
The application is withdrawn prior to posting the sign. In this case the entire sign posting fee shall be refunded.
(6)
The District Council may, by Resolution, initiate a secondary amendment to an approved Development Plan,
including, but not limited to:
(A)
An amendment proposal to repeal any requirement within the M-U-TC Development Plan, for an M-U-TC Zone
within one-half mile of an existing Metro station, for review of development applications by a M-U-TC Design
Review Committee; or
(B)
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An amendment proposal to incorporate a requirement within the M-U-TC Development Plan, for an M-U-TC
Zone within one-half mile of an existing Metro station, to authorize, by motion, an election to review by the
District Council as to any proposal for development within the respective M-U-TC Zone Development Plan.
(7)
The Planning Board shall review the requested secondary amendment for compliance with this Section and shall
follow the same procedure required for the Conceptual Site Plan approval as found in Sections 27-276(a)(1), (3),
(4), (5), (6); 27-276(c)(1), (2); and 27-276(d). Review by the District Council shall follow the procedures in
Section 27-280.
(8)
The Planning Board may only approve a requested secondary amendment of a Development Plan if it makes the
following findings:
(A)
The requested secondary amendment is in compliance with the requirements for the approval of a Development
Plan;
(B)
The requested secondary amendment is in conformance with the purposes of the M-U-TC Zone;
(C)
The original intent of the Development Plan element or mandatory requirement being amended is still fulfilled
with the approval of the requested secondary amendment.
(9)
Where the District Council initiates a secondary amendment to a M-U-TC Development Plan, the District
Council shall refer the secondary amendment to the Planning Board for comments on the secondary amendment,
and the District Council shall conduct a public hearing on the Resolution.
(CB-2-1994; CB-92-2017)
SUBDIVISION 4. - M-U-I ZONE (MIXED USE - INFILL).
Sec. 27-546.15. - Purposes.
(a)
The general purpose of the M-U-I Zone is to permit, where recommended in applicable plans or requested by a
municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority, a mix of residential and commercial uses
as infill development in areas which are already substantially developed. The M-U-I Zone may be approved on
properties which adjoin developed properties or otherwise meet plan recommendations and which have overlay
zone regulations requiring site plan review, or on property owned by a municipality or the Prince George's
County Redevelopment Authority, which requests the zone.
(b)
The specific purposes of the M-U-I Zone are:
(1)
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To implement recommendations in approved Master Plans, Sector Plans, or other applicable plans by
encouraging residential or commercial infill development in areas where most properties are already developed;
(2)
To simplify review procedures for residential, commercial, and mixed residential and commercial development
in established communities;
(3)
To encourage innovation in the planning and design of infill development;
(4)
To allow flexibility in the process of reviewing infill development;
(5)
To promote smart growth principles by encouraging efficient use of land and public facilities and services;
(6)
To create community environments enhanced by a mix of residential, commercial, recreational, open space,
employment, and institutional uses; and
(7)
To permit redevelopment, particularly in areas requiring revitalization, of property owned by a municipality or
the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority.
(CB-10-2001; CB-42-2003; CB-80-2005)
Sec. 27-546.16. - Approval of Zone.
(a)
The District Council may approve the M-U-I Zone in a Sectional Map Amendment, a T-D-O Zone map
amendment, a D-D-O Zone map amendment, an individual map amendment requested by a municipality or the
Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority, or an individual site plan case, subject to the provisions in
this Subdivision.
(b)
The M-U-I Zone may be approved on property which has proposed development subject to site plan review and
is in the Transit District Overlay Zone or the Development District Overlay Zone, or on property owned by a
municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority, which requests the zone.
(1)
Property in the T-D-O Zone may be reclassified from its underlying zone to the M-U-I Zone by an amendment
to the Transit District Development Plan (TDDP). In the amendment process, the owner shall show that the
proposed rezoning and development will meet TDDP goals and objectives and will be compatible with existing
or approved future development on adjacent properties.
(2)
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Property in the D-D-O Zone may be reclassified from its underlying zone to the M-U-I Zone through the
property owner application process in Section 27-548.26(b). In the review process, the owner shall show that the
proposed rezoning and development will be compatible with existing or approved future development on
adjacent properties.
(3)
Property owned by a municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority may be reclassified
to the M-U-I Zone under the following procedures:
(A)
As to notice and hearing procedures in general, the Planning Board and District Council shall follow the
requirements in Part 3, Division 9, for site plan cases. The processing of applications filed by municipalities or
the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority shall be expedited, and the Planning Board must file its
recommendation with the Council not later than fifty (50) days after the application of the municipality or the
Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority is accepted for filing.
(B)
The application by the municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority shall include all
materials required in Part 3, Division 9, for Conceptual Site Plan cases, with a statement which enumerates
proposed uses on the site, demonstrates how the proposed mix of uses meets M-U-I Zone purposes, and shows
how proposed development will promote redevelopment and revitalization in the vicinity of the property owned
by the municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority.
(C)
A municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority shall file its application with Planning
Board staff, which after acceptance must prepare a report and recommendation. The Planning Board shall hold a
public hearing on the application, prepare its recommendation, file its decision with the Clerk of the Council,
and send copies to persons of record.
(D)
Within thirty (30 )days of the mailing of the Planning Board decision, any person of record may file with the
Clerk of the Council comments on the application or a request for oral argument, or both. Oral argument must be
held prior to final action on the application, if ordered by the Council or requested by a person of record.
(E)
Before taking final action, the Council may refer the case to the Zoning Hearing Examiner, for review of specific
issues. The Examiner shall give priority in scheduling to all such cases. After hearing, the Examiner shall
address and make recommended findings on the issues in the referral order and the standards given below. A
person who was not a party of record when the Planning Board closed the record may become one after the
referral to the Examiner.
(F)
The District Council may take final action approving the application by the municipality or the Prince George's
County Redevelopment Authority, for the M-U-I Zone, with or without conditions, if it finds that the mix of uses
proposed in the application will meet the purposes of the M-U-I Zone and that the proposed development will be
compatible with existing and approved future development on adjacent properties, will not be inconsistent with
an applicable Master Plan or the General Plan, as amended will conform to the purposes and standards of an
applicable TDOZ, DDOZ or M-U-TC Development District Plan, and will enhance redevelopment or
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revitalization in the vicinity of the property owned by the municipality or the Prince George's County
Redevelopment Authority.
(c)
Unless requested by a municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority, the M-U-I Zone
may be approved only on property which adjoins existing developed properties for twenty percent (20%) or
more of its boundaries, adjoins property in the M-U-I Zone, or is recommended for mixed-use infill
development in an approved Master Plan, Sector Plan, or other applicable plan. Adjoining development may be
residential, commercial, industrial, or institutional but must have a density of at least 3.5 units per acre for
residential or a floor area ratio of at least 0.15 for nonresidential development.
(d)
If the M-U-I Zone is approved on property in a Sectional Map Amendment (SMA), permitted uses in existence
at the time of SMA approval shall not be deemed nonconforming.
(CB-10-2001; CB-42-2003; CB-80-2005)
Sec. 27-546.17. - Uses.
(a)
All uses permitted by right or by Special Exception in the C-S-C Zone, as provided in Section 27-461(b), are
permitted by right in the M-U-I Zone, except as follows:
(1)
For the uses in Section 27-461(b)(3), Miscellaneous, and 27-461(b)(6) Residential/Lodging, the uses allowed are
those permitted in Section 27-441(b)(4), Miscellaneous, and (7), Residential/Lodging, for the R-18 Zone, except
that hotel and motel uses are permitted as in the C-S-C zone.
(2)
Use restrictions may be imposed on a property when the M-U-I Zone is approved, whether the approval is in a
Sectional Map Amendment, a T-D-O Zone map amendment, a D-D-O Zone map amendment, a case involving
property owned by a municipality or the Prince George's County Redevelopment Authority, or an individual site
plan case. Use restrictions in conditions imposed at rezoning may limit or prohibit uses otherwise allowed in the
M-U-I Zone. If use restrictions are imposed in an individual map amendment or site plan case, the District
Council and the owner shall follow the conditional zoning procedure in Part 3, Division 2.
(3)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle to the contrary, a Medical Cannabis Dispensary use on
property classified within the M-U-I Zone may be permitted, subject to Special Exception approval in
accordance with Part 4 and Section 27-372.01 of this Subtitle, inclusive.
(b)
Residential and commercial uses may be placed with a horizontal or vertical mix on property in the M-U-I Zone,
subject to approval of a Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-10-2001; CB-42-2003; CB-80-2005; CB-92-2015; CB-5-2016; CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
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Sec. 27-546.18. - Regulations.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (b), the regulations governing location, setbacks, size, height, lot size, density,
and other dimensional requirements in the M-U-I Zone are as follows:
(1)
R-18 Zone regulations apply to all uses in Section 27-441(b)(3), Miscellaneous;
(2)
R-18 Zone regulations apply to all uses in Section 27-441(b)(6), Residential/Lodging, except hotels and motels;
(3)
C-S-C Zone regulations apply to hotels and motels and all other uses; and
(4)
Multifamily residential densities up to forty-eight (48) units per acre are permitted.
(b)
Where an owner proposes a mix of residential and commercial uses on a single lot or parcel in the M-U-I Zone,
the site plan as approved shall set out the regulations to be followed. The approved regulations may reduce
parking requirements by thirty percent (30%), where evidence shows that proposed parking will be adequate,
notwithstanding provisions in Part 11.
(CB-10-2001; CB-42-2003)
Sec. 27-546.19. - Site Plans for Mixed Uses.
(a)
An owner proposing mixed residential and commercial development on the same lot or parcel in the M-U-I Zone
may not obtain permits before a Detailed Site Plan is approved in accordance with this Section.
(b)
The owner shall file a Detailed Site Plan application which meets the requirements of Part 3, Division 9, and
includes:
(1)
Architectural elevations;
(2)
A statement showing how the proposed uses on the subject property are compatible with one another; and
(3)
A statement showing how the proposed uses are compatible with existing or approved future uses on adjacent
properties.
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(c)
A Detailed Site Plan may not be approved unless the owner shows:
(1)
The site plan meets all approval requirements in Part 3, Division 9;
(2)
All proposed uses meet applicable development standards approved with the Master Plan, Sector Plan, Transit
District Development Plan, or other applicable plan;
(3)
Proposed uses on the property will be compatible with one another;
(4)
Proposed uses will be compatible with existing or approved future development on adjacent properties and an
applicable Transit or Development District; and
(5)
Compatibility standards and practices set forth below will be followed, or the owner shows why they should not
be applied:
(A)
Proposed buildings should be compatible in size, height, and massing to buildings on adjacent properties;
(B)
Primary facades and entries should face adjacent streets or public walkways and be connected by on-site
walkways, so pedestrians may avoid crossing parking lots and driveways;
(C)
Site design should minimize glare, light, and other visual intrusions into and impacts on yards, open areas, and
building facades on adjacent properties;
(D)
Building materials and color should be similar to materials and color on adjacent properties and in the
surrounding neighborhoods, or building design should incorporate scaling, architectural detailing, or similar
techniques to enhance compatibility;
(E)
Outdoor storage areas and mechanical equipment should be located and screened to minimize visibility from
adjacent properties and public streets;
(F)
Signs should conform to applicable Development District Standards or to those in Part 12, unless the owner
shows that its proposed signage program meets goals and objectives in applicable plans; and
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(G)
The owner or operator should minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties and the surrounding
neighborhood by appropriate setting of:
(i)
Hours of operation or deliveries;
(ii)
Location of activities with potential adverse impacts;
(iii)
Location and use of trash receptacles;
(iv)
Location of loading and delivery spaces;
(v)
Light intensity and hours of illumination; and
(vi)
Location and use of outdoor vending machines.
(CB-10-2001; CB-42-2003)
SUBDIVISION 5. - URBAN CENTERS AND CORRIDOR NODES (UC) ZONES.
Sec. 27-546.20. - Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes Development Code.
The purposes, regulations, uses, and procedures of the Urban Centers and Corridor Nodes Zones (UC) are
specified in Subtitle 27A of the County Code.
(CB-2-2010)
DIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-547. - Uses permitted.
(a)
No use shall be allowed in the Mixed Use Zones, except as provided for in the Table of Uses. In the table, the
following applies:
(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the zone indicated.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
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(3)
The letters "PA" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
There shall be no entrances to the use directly from outside the building;
(B)
No signs or other evidence indicating the existence of the use shall be visible from the outside of the building,
other than a business identification sign lettered on a window. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in
area; and
(C)
The use is secondary to the primary use of the building;
(4)
The letters "PB" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following:
(A)
The use shall be related to, dependent on, and secondary to a principal use on the premises;
(B)
The use shall be located on the same record lot as the principal use;
(C)
The use shall not be located within a building not occupied by the principal use; and
(D)
The floor area of any building (and the land area occupied by any structure other than a building) devoted to the
use shall not exceed an area equal to forty-five percent (45%) of the gross floor area of the building within
which the principal use is located.
(5)
The letters "SP" indicate that the use is permitted subject to the approval of a Special Permit, in accordance with
Section 27-239.02.
(6)
The letter "X" or a blank (unless otherwise clear from the context) indicates that the use is prohibited.
(7)
All uses not listed are prohibited.
(8)
Whenever the table refers to an allowed use, that use is either permitted (P), permitted by Special Exception
(SE), permitted by Special Permit (SP), or permitted as a (PA) or (PB) use, as accordingly listed in the zone in
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which it is allowed.
(CB-23-1988; CB-2-1994)
(b)
TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
USE

M-X-T

M-X-C

All Types Offices and Research

P

P

Banks, savings and loan association, or other savings or lending
institution

P

P

Bulk Retailing
(CB-83-2006)

X9

X

Check Cashing Business
(CB-23-2009)

SE 11

SE 11

Data processing facilities

P

P

Eating or Drinking Establishments

P

P

Offices (may include a private spa in a medical practitioner's office or
medical clinic)

P

P

Research, development, and testing laboratory (may include testing
facilities and equipment), medical or dental laboratory

P

P6

Barber or beauty shop

P

P

Blue printing, photostating, or other photocopying establishment

P

P

Book (except adult book store), camera, gift, jewelry, music, souvenir, or
other specialty store not specifically listed, excluding tobacco shops or
P
electronic cigarette shops
(CB-63-1992; CB-92-2015)

P

Buying of items within guest rooms or vehicles, pursuant to Section 27115(a)(2)

X

X

Department store

P

X

Dry cleaning or laundry establishment

P

P

Drug paraphernalia display or sales, pursuant to Section 27-115(a)

X

X

Drug store

P

P

Food Halls
(CB-70-2020)

P 21

P 21

Food or beverage store
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

P

P

X

P

(1) COMMERCIAL:

Services and Trade (Generally Retail):

Gas station:
(A) With or without a service center for minor repairs (placed
underground or in a wholly enclosed structure)
(B) With or without a service center, and may include a car wash
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(CB-63-1992)
Hardware store
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Hobby shop

P

P

Pet grooming establishment
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Pet (sales) shop, provided all animals are confined to the interior of the
building and adequate measures are taken to control noise and odor
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Photographic supply store

P

P

Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions
(CB-59-2010)

X 12

X

Repair shops for small items (such as bicycles, watches, clothing, and
shoes)
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Retail tobacco business
(CB-15-2017)

SE

SE

Seafood market
(CB-49-1987)

P

P

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary use, in accordance
P
with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

Studio for artistic practice

P

P

Tobacco shop or electronic cigarette shop
(CB-92-2015)

SE

SE

Valet shop

P

P

Variety or dry goods store

P

X

Vehicle Parts Store including minor installation services with no outdoor
storage in accordance with Section 27-548.01.05
(CB-16-2014)

P

X

Vehicle or camping trailer rental
(CB-95-2017)

P 20

X

Veterinary clinic
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex
(CB-44-1997)

P

X

Artist's supplies and equipment

P

X

Business machines

P

X

Drafting supplies and equipment

P

X

Electrical and electronic equipment and component parts for radio,
television, telephone, computer, and similar equipment

P

X

Flex Space

P 13, 22

X

(2) INDUSTRIAL:
Manufacturing, fabrication, assembly or repair of the following, from
materials or parts previously produced elsewhere:
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(CB-28-2012; CB-85-2021)
Jewelry and silverware

P

X

Musical instruments

P

X

Optical equipment and supplies

P

X

Photographic developing and processing establishment

P

X

Photographic equipment and supplies

P

X

Scientific and precision instruments, devices, and supplies

P

X

Small electrical household appliances (including televisions, but
excluding refrigerators and the like)

P

X

Surgical, medical, and dental instruments, devices, and supplies

P

X

Toys, sporting and athletic equipment (excluding ammunition, firearms,
and fireworks)

P

X

Warehouse and Distribution
(CB-51-2021)

P 23

X

Watches, clocks, and similar timing devices

P

X

Wearing apparel

P

X

Where not otherwise specifically permitted, any use allowed in the I-1
Zone (excluding those permitted by Special Exception)
(CB-6-2007)

P 10

X

P

P

(A) Subject to the requirements of Section 27-464.04(a)(1), and (2)
(A), (C), (D), and (E)

P

P

(B) All others
(CB-26-2002; CB-56-2014; CB-26-2015)

P 14, 15, 16

X

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery
(CB-23-1988)

P

P

Congregate Living Facility
(CB-26-2015)

P

P

Day care center for children
(CB-23-1988)

P

P

Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution
(CB-99-2013)

P

P

Family day care

P

P

Hospital
(CB-99-2013)

P

X

Modular classroom as a temporary use, in accordance with Sections 27260 and 27-261
(CB-106-1989)

P

P

Nursing or Care Home
(CB-26-2002; CB-26-2015)

P

P

(3) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:
Adult day care facility
(CB-63-1992)
Assisted Living Facility:
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School, private or public, all types (which may include private spas)

P

P

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)

P

P

Accessory structures and uses

P

P

Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery 5
(CB-11-1991)

P

P

Home occupations (except in multifamily dwellings)

P

P

Medical Cannabis Dispensary
(CB-5-2016)

SE 18

X

Metro Planned Community
(CB-35-1998)

P

X

Mixed Use Planned Community; list of permitted uses is the same as in
the M-X-T Zone
(CB-13-2002)

P

X

Mobile home, with use for which amusement taxes collected 2

P

X

Other uses of appropriate size, which can be justified as similar to one of
P
the uses listed in this Section

P

Qualified data center in accordance with Section 27-548.01.07
(CB-1-2021)

P

X

Real estate subdivision sales office as a temporary use, in accordance
with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

P

Regional Urban Community
(CB-29-2008)

P

X

Signs, in accordance with Part 12

P

P

Temporary contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities),
construction yard, construction shed, or storage building, in connection
with a construction project on the same property; provided no item stored P
or assembled there is offered for sale at the location, and in accordance
with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

(4) MISCELLANEOUS:

(5) PUBLIC/QUASI PUBLIC:
Library

P

P

Post office

P

P

Public building and use, if not otherwise specified
(CB-63-1992)

X

P

Sanitary Landfill or rubble fill
(CB-63-1992)

X

X

Volunteer fire, ambulance, or rescue station 1

P

P

Community building

P

P

Convention center

P

X

Exhibition halls and facilities

P

X

Golf course or country club

P

P

(6) RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:
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(CB-63-1992)
Indoor theater or recital hall

P

P

P

SE

(B) All others
(CB-72-1987; CB-34-1989)

SE

SE

Museum, art gallery, aquarium, cultural center, or similar facility
(noncommercial)

P

P

Outdoor exhibition, displays, entertainment, or performance

P

P

Park, playground, or other outdoor recreational area

P

P

Private club or service organization

P

P

(A) In accordance with Section 27-548.01.04 (Recreational or
Entertainment Establishment with Video Lottery Facility)

P

X

(B) All others
(CB-6-2014)

P

P

Reducing/exercise salon or health club

P

P

Skating facility
(CB-89-1994)

P

P

Spa, community

P

P

Spa, private

P

P

Spa, public, accessory to hotel, motel, reducing/exercise salon, health
club, or swimming pool

P

P

Swimming pool (indoor or outdoor) commercial or noncommercial
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Tennis, basketball, handball, or similar court (indoor or outdoor)
commercial or noncommercial
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Country inn
(CB-63-1992)

P

P

Dwellings, all types (except mobile homes)
(CB-56-1996)

P7

P

Flag lot development, subject to the provisions of Section 24-138.01 of
Subtitle 24
(CB-25-2002)

X

P

Group residential facility for up to 8 mentally handicapped dependent
persons

P

P

Group residential facility
(CB-19-2015)

P 17

X

Hotel or motel

P

P

Residential Revitalization in accordance with Section 27-445.10
(CB-95-2016)

P 19

X

Marina:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-371.01(a) and 27-548.01.01

Recreational or entertainment establishment (commercial or
noncommercial):

(7) RESIDENTIAL/LODGING:
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Tourist home
(CB-63-1992, CB-10-2018)

P

P

P

P

Heliport

P

SE

Helistop
(CB-63-1992)

P

SE

Parking lot or garage, or loading area, in accordance with Part 11

P

P

Parking of mobile home in public rights-of-way 3

X

X

Parking of mobile home not otherwise provided for

X

X

Passenger transportation station or depot (such as rapid transit station, bus
P
stop, taxi or auto rental stand)

P

"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" in accordance
with Section 27-548.01.06 (effective 10/1/2019)
(CB-10-2018)
(8)
TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:

Public utility use or structure:
(A) Railroad yard, round house, car barn, and freight station

X

X

(B) All others

P

P

P

X

(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

X

(B) Over 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

SE

X

(C) All others
(CB-19-1985)

P

X

Storage of any motor vehicle which is wrecked, dismantled, or not
currently licensed, except where specifically authorized 4
(CB-4-1987)

X

X

Telegraph or messenger service

P

P

P

P

SE

SE

Radio or television broadcasting studio
Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-541.02:

Tower, pole, or antenna (electronic, radio, or television, transmitting or
receiving), except a public utility structure or a satellite dish antenna: 8
(A) Maximum of 150 feet
(B) Exceeding 150 feet
(CB-123-1994; CB-103-1997)

1

Provided the site is either:
(A) In the proximity of an area designated as a fire or rescue station on an approved Functional Master
Plan of Fire and Rescue Stations;
(B) In a location which the Fire Chief has indicated (in writing) is appropriate; or
(C) Is occupied by a station that was in use immediately prior to July 1, 1982.
The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
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Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
2

Provided:
(A) The mobile home is located on a lot having a net area of at least five (5) acres;
(B) The use of the mobile home is in connection with another use on the property for which the County
levies or collects an amusement tax.
(C) The occupants of the mobile home are employed by, or reasonably connected with, the other use; and
(D) The mobile home shall not be located on the property for more than one hundred twenty (120)
cumulative days per calendar year, except mobile homes used in connection with pari-mutuel racetracks
when the use shall not exceed two hundred eighteen (218) cumulative days per calendar year.

3

Except in an emergency. In this case the parking shall be subject to the traffic and parking regulations
applicable to the right-of-way.

4

This shall not apply to:
(A) Storage accessory (and related) to an allowed use; or
(B) One (1) such vehicle stored in a wholly enclosed garage.

5

Provided both uses were existing as of January 1, 1991.
(CB-11-1991)

6

Accessory uses such as light manufacturing, assembly service, repair, or warehousing associated with this
use are permitted.
(CB-63-1992)

7

The maximum number and type of dwelling units shall be determined at the time of the Conceptual Site
Plan approval.
(CB-56-1996; CB-40-2002; CB-78-2006; CB-27-2015)

8

Any related telecommunications equipment building shall be screened by means of landscaping or
berming to one hundred percent (100%) opacity.
(CB-103-1997)

9

Bulk retailing may be permitted as part of a Detailed Site Plan for a planned mixed use development
which, at a minimum, includes other commercial retail uses (at least one (1) of which shall be a
freestanding use consisting of a minimum of seventy-five thousand (75,000) square feet) as well as
commercial office uses.
(CB-83-2006)

10

Provided:
(A) The property was rezoned from the I-1 Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after January 1, 2007; and
(B) All or part of the property is located within an airport noise zone subject to noise measuring a
minimum of 70 dBA pursuant to an approved M-I-O (Military Installation Overlay) Zone.
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(CB-6-2007; CB-10-2019)
Editor's Notes:
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-5-2010, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 9, 2012, at which time, the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming.
Pursuant to CR-54-2012, the provisions of Section 2 of Chapter No. 4 of the 2010 Laws of Prince
George's County, Maryland, shall remain in full force and effect, subject to the requirements specified in
Section 27-547(b) until July 1, 2013.
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-61-2012, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 1, 2013, at which time the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming in accordance with part 3, Division 6 of this
Subtitle.
CR-67-2013 provides that the provisions of CB-61-2012 amending Section 2 of Chapter No. 4 of the
2010 Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland, shall remain in full force and effect, subject to the
requirements specified in Section 27-547(b) until July 1, 2014.
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-61-2013, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 1, 2015, at which time the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming in accordance with part 3, Division 6 of this
Subtitle.
CR-38-2015 provides that the provisions of Chapter 50, 2013 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland (CB-61-2013), shall remain in full force and effect, subject to the requirements specified in
Section 27-547(b) of this Subtitle, until July 1, 2016.
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-48-2015, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 1, 2016, at which time the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming in accordance with part 3, Division 6 of this
Subtitle.
CR-53-2016 provides that the provisions of Chapter 33, 2015 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland (CB-48-2015), shall remain in full force and effect, subject to the requirements specified in
Section 27-547(b) of this Subtitle, until July 1, 2018.
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-53-2016, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 1, 2018, at which time the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming in accordance with part 3, Division 6 of this
Subtitle.
CR-46-2018 provides that the provisions of Chapter 42, 2016 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland (CB-53-2016), shall remain in full force and effect, subject to the requirements set forth in
Section 27-547(b), until July 1, 2019.
Pursuant to Section 2 of CB-49-2018, this Ordinance shall be abrogated and no longer effective after
July 1, 2019, at which time the use(s) then located on the property or for which permits were issued
pursuant to this Ordinance shall be deemed nonconforming in accordance with Part 3, Division 6 of this
Subtitle.
On June 18, 2019, the Council voted to enact CB-010-2019, being an Ordinance concerning the M-X-T
Zone, to repeal an uncodified provision of law as to the expiration of the limited basis to permit industrial
uses on land with a zoning classification in the M-X-T Zone. By way of that legislative action, the
provisions of Chapter 15, 2018 Laws of Prince George's County, Maryland, was repealed, thereby
deeming such limited industrial uses in the M-X-T Zone as permitted uses. CB-010-2019 is effective from
August 5, 2019.
11

Businesses with a valid state license for check cashing issued prior to September 1, 2009 may continue as
a matter of right and shall not be deemed nonconforming, regardless of a change in tenancy or ownership
of the check cashing business.
(CB-23-2009; CB-106-2012)

12

Any private automobile and other motor vehicle auction operating in the M-X-T Zone prior to January 1,
2011, shall have until January 1, 2013, to cease all auction operations on the property.
(CB-59-2010)
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Provided the property was rezoned from the E-I-A Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved between January 1, 2006 and July 1, 2012.
(CB-28-2012)

14

Provided the property was rezoned from the E-I-A Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved between January 1, 2006 and July 1, 2012. Permitted subject to the guidelines for
development set forth in Section 27-464.04(a)(1)(A)(i) through (v), and the requirements set forth in 27464.04(a)(2)(A) and (E). The facility shall not be more than six (6) stories in height and may be placed
above podium parking.
(CB-56-2014)

15

Subject to Detailed Site Plan approval pursuant to Part 3, Division 9 of this Code. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Code, a Conceptual Site Plan shall not be required and any previously approved
Conceptual Site Plan shall not be of any force or effect where the subject property on which the use is
located was rezoned from the E-I-A Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment
approved between January 1, 2006 and July 1, 2012.
(CB-56-2014)

16

An assisted living facility located on property rezoned from the E-I-A Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a
Sectional Map Amendment approved between January 1, 2006 and July 1, 2012 may also include semiindependent living units which may include permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking
and sanitation.
(CB-56-2014)

17

Provided the site had a validly issued use and occupancy permit for a rehabilitation center or similar use
prior to 1985 and was rezoned from the R-A Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was
conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation.
(CB-19-2015; CB-66-2015; CB-107-2015)

18

Subject to conformance with Section 27-372.01 of this Subtitle.
(CB-5-2016)

19

Dwelling units, or property on which they formerly existed, as described in (a)(1) of Section 27-445.01 of
this Subtitle, may be replaced by proposed multifamily, attached one-family or two-family, or detached
one-family dwelling units in a Residential Revitalization project.
(CB-95-2016)

20

Provided that the use:
(a) Is located on land included within an approved Conceptual Site Plan with a minimum of 20 acres;
(b) Is located between the Capital Beltway (I-495) and the boundary of the District of Columbia; and
(c) The gross weight of trucks shall not exceed twenty thousand (20,000) pounds each.
(CB-95-2017)

21

If the use conducts business outdoors, said use shall comply with the life safety requirements of Section
27-261(j)(11)-(12) of this Subtitle.
(CB-70-2020)

22

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part, flex space is a permitted use, provided:
(A) The property was rezoned from the I-1 Zone to the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after January 1, 2007; and
(B) All or part of the property has frontage on a roadway with a functional classification as a freeway
pursuant to the 2009 Approved Countywide Master Plan of Transportation or any successor plans.
(CB-85-2021)

23

(a) Provided the proposed Detailed Site Plan application property is at least 100 acres and is part of a
previously approved Detailed Site Plan with residential and commercial development. The new Detailed
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Site Plan shall amend the previously approved Conceptual Site Plan for all uses pursuant to Section 27282(g) of the Zoning Ordinance;
(b) Industrial uses may not exceed 60% of the gross acreage of the land shown on the proposed Detailed
Site Plan; and
(c) Industrial development must be separated from any existing or proposed residential development by a
minimum of 75 feet.
(CB-51-2021)

(c)
TABLE OF USES FOR M-U-TC ZONE.
ZONE
USE

M-U-TC

(1) COMMERCIAL:
(A) Eating or Drinking Establishments:
Drive-in restaurant

SE

Fast-food restaurant:
(i) Within a wholly enclosed shopping mall, or department, variety, or drug store

P

(ii) Within an office building

P

(iii) Within a hotel

P

(iv) All others

SE

Other than a drive-in or fast-food restaurant (which may include incidental carry out
service, except where specifically prohibited):
(i) Without entertainment (of any sort) other than music, and no patron dancing

P

(ii) Within an office building

P

(iii) Accessory to an allowed use

P

(iv) All others

SE

(B) Vehicle, Mobile Home, Camping Trailer, and Boat Sales and Service:
Gas station

SE

Incidental automobile service in a parking garage

SE

Vehicle lubrication or tune-up facility, provided all sales and installation operations
are conducted in a wholly enclosed building with no outdoor storage

SE

Vehicle, mobile home, or camping trailer sales lot, which may include dealer servicing
and outdoor storage of vehicles awaiting sale; but shall exclude the storage or sale of
wrecked or inoperable vehicles, except as accessory to the dealership for vehicles which SE
the dealership will repair 2
(CB-26-2002)
Vehicle, boat, or camping trailer rental:
(i) If existing prior to the adoption date of the M-U-TC Zone

SP

(ii) All others

SE

Vehicle parts or tire store including installation facilities, provided all sales and

SE
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installation operations are conducted in a wholly enclosed building with no outdoor
storage
Vehicle parts or tire store without installation facilities

P

(C) Offices:
Bank, savings and loan association, or other savings or lending institution:
(i) Automatic teller machine, only

SP

(ii) All others

P

Check cashing business
(CB-23-2009)
Office accessory to an allowed use
Office of a medical practitioner or medical clinic (which may include an accessory
private spa)
Office, except as otherwise provided

SE 4
P
P
P

(D) Services:
Animal hospital, animal training, kennel

SE

Artist's studio

P

Barber or beauty shop

P

Bicycle repair shop:
(i) Nonmotorized only

P

(ii) All others

SE

Blacksmith shop

P

Blueprinting, photostating, or other photocopy establishment

P

Catering establishment:
(i) Accessory to an allowed use

P

(ii) With a retail component

P

(iii) All others

SE

Data processing

P

Dry cleaning or laundry pickup station

P

Dry cleaning store or plant:
(i) Retail

P

(ii) Wholesale (may include retail service)

X

Electric or gas appliances, radio, or television repair shop

P

Employment agency

P

Fortune telling

SE

Funeral parlor, undertaking establishment

SP

Household appliance or furniture repair shop

P

Key or locksmith shop

P

Laboratory

P

Laundromat

SP

Laundry store or plant:
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(i) Retail

P

(ii) Wholesale (may include retail service)

X

Lawn mower repair shop, provided all repairs are performed within a wholly enclosed
SP
building
Machine shop accessory to an allowed use

SP 1

Massage establishment

SE

Newspaper publishing establishment

SE

Pet grooming shop, provided all animals are confined to the interior of the building
and adequate measures are taken to control noise and odor
Photography studio or darkroom
Pizza delivery service, limited to off-premises delivery with no eat-in, drive-in, or
carry-out service

P
P
P

Printing shop:
(i) Less than 2,000 square feet

P

(ii) 2,000 square feet or greater

SP

Sauna or steam bath

PB

Shoe repair shop

P

Tailor or dressmaking shop (may include incidental dyeing and pressing allowed as a
"PB" use)

P

Travel bureau

P

Upholstery shop

P

Veterinarian's office:
(i) Outpatient

P

(ii) Inpatient

PB

Watch or jewelry repair shop

P

(E) Trade (Generally Retail):
Arts, crafts, and hobby supply store

P

Bakery products, wholesale (must include retail sales)

P

Bicycle (sales) shop:
(i) Nonmotorized, only

P

(ii) All others

SE

Book (except adult book store), camera, gift, jewelry, music, or souvenir, or other
specialty store not specifically listed, excluding tobacco or electronic cigarette shops
(CB-92-2015)

P5

Bottled gas sales:
(i) Accessory to an allowed use

P

(ii) All others

SE

Building supply store:
(i) Wholly enclosed, except for nursery stock
(ii) With outdoor storage on not more than 50% of the lot, provided it is enclosed
by a slightly opaque wall or fence at least 8 feet high

P
SE
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Bulk retailing of products allowed to be sold in a M-U-TC Zone

P

Carpet or floor covering store

P

Clothing, dry goods, millinery, or shoe store

P

Confectioner:
(i) Retail

P

(ii) Wholesale

PB

Department or variety store

P

Drug store

P

Florist shop

P

Food or beverage goods preparation on the premises of a food or beverage store for
retail or wholesale sales
Food or beverage store, excluding liquor stores

PB
P

Garden supplies store, floricultural or horticultural nursery, which may include the
outdoor display of nursery stock, such as plants, shrubbery, and trees:
(i) Less than 3,000 square feet

SP

(ii) 3,000 square feet or greater

SE

Hardware store

P

Household appliance or furniture store

P

Lawn mower (sales) store

P

Liquor stores

SP

Newspaper or magazine shop
(CB-92-2015)

P

Nursery and garden center, which may include the outdoor display of nursery stock,
such as plants, shrubbery, and trees:
(i) Less than 3,000 square feet

SP

(ii) 3,000 square feet or greater

SE

Outdoor display of merchandise for sale (except as otherwise specified) and excluding
merchandise displayed on gasoline pump islands associated with gas stations which is
allowed:
(i) Not more than 6 feet from main building (subject to Section 27-388)

P

(ii) More than 6 feet from main buildings (subject to Section 27-388)

SE

Paint or wall covering store
Pet (sales) shop, provided all animals are confined to the interior of the building and
adequate measures are taken to control noise and odor; may include the sale of pet feed
and supplies

P
P

Retail shop or store (not listed) similar to one permitted (P)

P

Seafood market

P

Seasonal decorations display and sales as a temporary use, in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261
Sporting goods shop, which may include marine equipment and supplies
Stationery or office supply store which may include the sale of furniture or business
machines

P
P
P
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Swimming pool or spa sales and service (excluding outdoor display)

P

Toy store

P

Video game or tape store

P

(2) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:
Adult day care center

SP

Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery

SP

Day care center for children:
(A) In accordance with Section 27-464.02(a)(1)(A)

P

(B) All others

SP

Hospital (may include a private spa)

SE

Nursing or care home (may include a private spa)

SE

School, Private:
(A) Driving school, automobile only

P

(B) For artistic instruction (including a studio)

P

(C) Of business or trade, where the business or trade is permitted (P) in the respective
P
zone
(D) Of business or trade, where the business or trade is permitted by Special
Exception (SE) in the respective zone

SE

(E) Tutoring establishment

P

(F) Private schools, subject to Section 27-463

P

(G) All others

SE

(3) MISCELLANEOUS:
Accessory structures and uses, except as otherwise provided

P

Adaptive reuse of a surplus public school, when not otherwise allowed

SE

Adaptive use of a Historic Site, when not otherwise allowed

SE

Auction house

SP

Carpentry, cabinet making, or other woodworking shop:
(A) Accessory to an allowed use

P

(B) All others

SP

Cemetery or crematory:
(A) Cemetery, accessory to a church, convent, or monastery

SP

(B) All others

X

Contractor's office (general) as a permanent use, including the businesses of siding,
flooring, roofing, plumbing, air conditioning, heating, painting, carpentry, electrical
work, landscaping, and the like, with buildings and uses accessory to the business (as
well as the office) use:
(A) With no outdoor storage of materials or equipment

P

(B) With outdoor storage of materials, located only in a side or rear yard; enclosed by
a sightly, opaque wall or fence at least 8 feet high; with no storing of material higher
X
than the fence; but excluding the use or outdoor storage of earthmoving or other heavy
equipment, or outdoor storage of machinery
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(C) Including the fabrication (only within a wholly enclosed building) of plumbing,
air conditioning, heating, carpentry and lighting (and the like) parts for installation off
the site

X

Contractor's office (must include sanitary facilities, construction yard or shed, or storage
building (in connection with a construction project) as a temporary use:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261

P

(B) All others

X

Medical Cannabis Dispensary
(CB-5-2016)

X

Rental of any merchandise allowed to be sold in the zone:
(A) If the merchandise sold is permitted by SP

SP

(B) If the merchandise sold is permitted by SE

SE

(C) If the merchandise sold is permitted by right

P

Sign, in accordance with an approved Development Plan

P

Storage, wholly enclosed, accessory to an allowed use

P

Wholesaling of products incidental to the retail sales of the products on the premises

PB

(4) PUBLIC/QUASI PUBLIC:
Community building, except as otherwise provided

P

Library, private

P

Post Office

P

Public building and use, except as otherwise prohibited

P

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station 3
(CB-70-2008)

P

(5) RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:
Amusement arcade

SE

Archery or baseball batting range

SP

Auditorium

P

Billiard or pool parlor

SE

Bowling alley

SE

Carnival, circus, fair or similar use, not exceeding seventeen (17) days duration and
located at least 250 feet from any dwelling, as a temporary use in accordance with
Sections 27-260 and 27-261

SP

Club or lodge (private, nonprofit) except as otherwise provided

SP

Employees' recreational facilities (private, nonprofit) accessory to an allowed use

P

Miniature golf course

SP

Museum, aquarium, art gallery, cultural center, or similar facility

P

Park or playground

P

Performance arts center, in accordance with Section 27-548.01.03
(CB-12-2001)

SP

Recreational or entertainment establishment of a commercial nature, if not otherwise
specified

SE
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Reducing/exercise salon or health club

P

Rifle, pistol, or skeet shooting range:
(A) Indoor

SE

(B) Outdoor

X

Skating rink

SP

Spa (community)

PB

Spa (private), accessory to an allowed dwelling unit

P

Spa (public):
(A) Accessory to a hotel or motel

P

(B) Accessory to a reducing/exercise salon or health club

PB

(C) Accessory to a commercial swimming pool

PB

(D) Unrestricted

SE

Swimming pool:
(A) Accessory to a hotel or motel

P

(B) Community

SP

(C) Indoor

SP

(D) Private, accessory to an allowed one-family detached dwelling

P

(E) All others

SE

Tennis, basketball, handball, or similar court:
(A) Indoor (within a permanent wholly enclosed building)

P

(B) Outdoor

SP

(C) With a temporary removable cover (bubble)

SP

Theatre:
(A) Indoor

P

(B) Outdoor

SE

(C) Drive-in

X

(6) RESIDENTIAL/LODGING:
Apartment housing for the elderly or physically handicapped

SP

Artists' residential studios, in accordance with Section 27-548.01.03
(CB-12-2001)

SP

Country inn

SP

Dwelling, provided that it was legally erected prior to the date upon which the property
was classified in the M-U-TC Zone, or was legally erected in the M-U-TC Zone under
prior regulations

P

Dwelling unit:
(A) Within a building containing commercial uses on the first floor

P

(B) All others

SP

Hotel or motel

SE

Tourist Home

SP

(7) TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:
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Helistop

SE

Broadcasting studio (without tower)

P

Bus station or terminal

SE

Parking garage, commercial

SP

Parking lot, commercial:
(A) With shuttle service to Metro, MARC, or similar mass transit service

SP

(B) All others

SE

Parking of vehicles accessory to an allowed use

P

Public utility use or structure

P

Satellite dish antenna, in accordance with Section 27-541.02:
(A) Up to 10 feet in diameter, to serve only 1 dwelling unit

P

(B) More than 10 feet in diameter to serve only 1 dwelling

SE

(C) All others

P

Taxicab dispatching station:
(A) Without cab storage, repair, or servicing

P

(B) With cab storage

SE

(C) With cab repair or servicing within a wholly enclosed building

X

Taxicab stand

P

Telegraph or messenger service

P

Tower, pole, or antenna (electronic, radio, or television, transmitting or receiving),
except a satellite dish antenna:
(A) Freestanding for commercial or noncommercial purposes, not exceeding 100 feet
P
above ground level
(B) Freestanding for commercial or noncommercial purposes, exceeding 100 feet
above ground level

SE

(C) Attached to a roof for commercial purposes, not exceeding 40 feet above the
height of the building

P

(D) Attached to a roof for commercial purposes, exceeding 40 feet above the height
of the building
(CB-123-1994)

SP

1

The gross floor area shall not exceed 25% of the gross floor area of the building within which this
accessory use is located.

2

Except for new vehicle sales lots, the use shall be located on a tract of land containing a minimum of
twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet. All such uses on property less than twenty-five thousand
(25,000) square feet in existence on September 1, 2002, may not be certified as nonconforming uses and
must cease operations on or before August 31, 2005.
(CB-33-2002)

3

The following activities are considered to be ancillary uses permitted within the hall/assembly area of a
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station: bingo (with an approved license from the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement), weddings, dinners, community events, organization functions,
and private events (with no advance or at the door ticket sales).
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All events must comply with County or State regulations, and events requiring a specific license must
obtain such license to be considered a permitted ancillary use. All events must be organized by the
voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or a community group from within the
immediate vicinity of the station. For weddings, receptions, and dinners, the event may be organized by
an individual in conjunction with the voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue corporation or company and/or
a community group within the immediate vicinity of the station. A permitted ancillary use does not
include the leasing of the station facility for use by a promoter. Private events may not have advance or at
the door ticket sales. All events must end by 10:00 p.m., Sunday through Thursday (except that bingo
events must end by 11:00 p.m.), and by midnight on Friday and Saturday, with all patrons off the site
within thirty (30) minutes after closing.
(CB-70-2008; CB-29-2014)
4

Businesses with a valid state license for check cashing issued prior to September 1, 2009 may continue as
a matter of right and shall not be deemed nonconforming, regardless of a change in tenancy or ownership
of the check cashing business.
(CB-23-2009; CB-106-2012)

5

Uses that included activity that meets the definition of an "electronic cigarette shop" in existence on
January 1, 2016, in the M-U-TC Zone may not be certified as nonconforming uses and must cease
operations on or before June 1, 2017.
(CB-92-2015)

(d)
At least two (2) of the following three (3) categories shall be included on the Conceptual Site Plan and
ultimately present in every development in the M-X-T Zone. In a Transit District Overlay Zone, a Conceptual
Site Plan may include only one of the following categories, provided that, in conjunction with an existing use on
abutting property in the M-X-T Zone, the requirement for two (2) out of three (3) categories is fulfilled. The Site
Plan shall show the location of the existing use and the way that it will be integrated in terms of access and
design with the proposed development. The amount of square footage devoted to each use shall be in sufficient
quantity to serve the purposes of the zone:
(1)
Retail businesses;
(2)
Office, research, or industrial uses;
(3)
Dwellings, hotel, or motel.
(e)
For property placed in the M-X-T Zone by a Sectional Map Amendment approved after October 1, 2006, and
recommended for mixed-use development in the General Plan, and a Master Plan, or Sector Plan for which a
comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation, a Conceptual Site
Plan submitted for any property located in the M-X-T Zone may include only one (1) of the above categories,
provided that it conforms to the visions, goals, policies, and recommendations of the plan for that specific
portion of the M-X-T Zone.
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(CB-39-1984; CB-94-1984; CB-133-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-54-1993; CB-2-1994; CB-7-1995; CB-15-1997;
CB-78-2006)
Sec. 27-547.01. - Density Limitations pursuant to Comprehensive Plan.
Density limits or a range of density limits lower than those recited in this Part for Mixed Use Zones may be
approved as part of the text of an approved Master Plan, Sector Plan, or other comprehensive planning
document.
(CB-14-2010)
DIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-548. - M-X-T Zone.
(a)
Maximum floor area ratio (FAR):
(1)
Without the use of the optional method of development — 0.40 FAR; and
(2)
With the use of the optional method of development — 8.00 FAR.
(b)
The uses allowed in the M-X-T Zone may be located in more than one (1) building, and on more than one (1)
lot.
(c)
Except as provided for in this Division, the dimensions for the location, coverage, and height of all
improvements shown on an approved Detailed Site Plan shall constitute the regulations for these improvements
for a specific development in the M-X-T Zone.
(d)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development in the M-X-T Zone shall be provided pursuant to the
provisions of the Landscape Manual. Additional buffering and screening may be required to satisfy the purposes
of the M-X-T Zone and to protect the character of the M-X-T Zone from adjoining or interior incompatible land
uses.
(e)
In addition to those areas of a building included in the computation of gross floor area (without the use of the
optional method of development), the floor area of the following improvements (using the optional method of
development) shall be included in computing the gross floor area of the building of which they are a part:
enclosed pedestrian spaces, theaters, and residential uses. Floor area ratios shall exclude from gross floor area
that area in a building or structure devoted to vehicular parking and parking access areas (notwithstanding the
provisions of Section 27-107.01). The floor area ratio shall be applied to the entire property which is the subject
of the Conceptual Site Plan.
(f)
3298/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Private structures may be located within the air space above, or in the ground below, public rights-of-way.
(g)
Each lot shall have frontage on, and direct vehicular access to, a public street, except lots for which private
streets or other access rights-of-way have been authorized pursuant to Subtitle 24 of this Code.
(h)
Townhouses developed pursuant to a Detailed Site Plan for which an application is filed after December 30,
1996, shall be on lots at least one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet in size, and shall have at least sixty
percent (60%) of the full front facades constructed of brick, stone, or stucco. In addition, there shall be no more
than eight (8) townhouses per building group, except where the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
Planning Board or District Council, as applicable, that more than eight (8) dwelling units (but not more than ten
(10) dwelling units) would create a more attractive living environment or would be more environmentally
sensitive. In no event shall the number of building groups containing more than eight (8) dwelling units exceed
twenty percent (20%) of the total number of building groups in the total development. The minimum building
width in any continuous, attached group shall be eighteen (18) feet, and the minimum gross living space shall be
one thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) square feet. For the purposes of this Subsection, gross living space
shall be defined as all interior building space except the garage and unfinished basement or attic area. The
minimum lot size, maximum number of units per building group and percentages of such building groups, and
building width requirements and restrictions shall not apply to townhouses on land any portion which lies within
one-half (½) mile of an existing or planned mass transit rail station site operated by the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority and initially opened after January 1, 2000. In no event shall there be more than ten (10)
dwelling units in a building group and no more than two (2) building groups containing ten (10) dwelling units.
For purposes of this section, a building group shall be considered a separate building group (even though
attached) when the angle formed by the front walls of two (2) adjoining rows of units is greater than forty-five
degrees (45°). Except that, in the case of a Mixed-Use Planned Community, there shall be no more than eight (8)
townhouses per building group, except when the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Planning Board
or District Council, as applicable, that more than eight (8) dwelling units (but not more than ten (10) dwelling
units) would create a more attractive living environment or would be more environmentally sensitive. In no
event shall the number of building groups containing more than eight (8) dwelling units exceed twenty percent
(20%) of the total number of building groups in the total development. The minimum building width in any
continuous, attached group shall be eighteen (18) feet, and the minimum gross living space shall be one
thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) square feet. For the purposes of this Subsection, gross living space shall
be defined as all interior building space except the garage and unfinished basement or attic area. Garages may
not dominate the streetscape. Garages that are attached or incorporated into the dwelling shall be set back a
minimum of four (4) feet from the front façade and there shall not be more than a single garage, not to exceed
ten (10) feet wide, along the front façade of any individual unit. Garages may be incorporated into the rear of the
building or freestanding in the rear yard and accessed by an alley. Sidewalks are required on both sides of all
public and private streets and parking lots. At the time of Detailed Site Plan, the Planning Board or the District
Council may approve a request to substitute townhouses, proposed for development as condominiums, in place
of multifamily dwellings that were approved in a Conceptual Site Plan approved prior to April 1, 2004. Such
substitution shall not require a revision to any previous plan approvals. Further, at the time of Detailed Site Plan
for a Mixed-Use Planned Community, the Planning Board or the District Council may approve modifications to
these regulations so long as the modifications conform to the applicable regulations for the particular
development.
(i)
The maximum height of multifamily buildings shall be one hundred and ten (110) feet. This height restriction
shall not apply within any Transit District Overlay Zone, designated General Plan Metropolitan or Regional
Centers, or a Mixed-Use Planned Community.
(j)
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As noted in Section 27-544(b), which references property placed in the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map
Amendment approved after October 1, 2006, and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was
conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation, regulations for Conceptual or Detailed Site Plans (such as, but
not limited to density, setbacks, buffers, screening, landscaping, height, recreational requirements,
ingress/egress, and internal circulation) should be based on the design guidelines or standards intended to
implement the development concept recommended by the Master Plan, Sector Plan, or the Sectional Map
Amendment Zoning Change and any referenced exhibit of record for the property. This regulation also applies to
property readopted in the M-X-T Zone through a Sectional Map Amendment approved after October 1, 2006
and for which a comprehensive land use planning study was conducted by Technical Staff prior to initiation of a
concurrent Master Plan or Sector Plan (see Section 27-226(f)(3) of the Zoning Ordinance). Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Code, this regulation shall not apply to property subject to the provisions of Section 27544(f)(2)(I), above.
(CB-46-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-56-1996; CB-13-2002; CB-40-2002; CB-78-2006; CB-93-2010; CB-73-2016;
CB-87-2018; CB-19-2019)
Editor's note— By Order of Court dated February 14, 2020, The Circuit Court for Prince George's County, in
CAL 19-23357, invalidated the Council's enactment of CB-018-2019 and CB-019-2019. As such, the provisions
of this Section are null and void.
DIVISION 5. - SPECIAL PERMITS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN.
Sec. 27-548.00.01. - Special Permits.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
A Special Permit may be permitted by the Planning Board, in accordance with the provisions of Section 27239.02.
(2)
The Planning Board is authorized to allow departures from the strict application of any standard or guideline
approved in a Town Center Development Plan in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 27-239.01
and subject to the following findings:
(A)
A specific parcel of land has exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape; exceptional topographic conditions;
or other extraordinary situations or conditions;
(B)
The strict application of the Development Plan will result in peculiar and unusual practical difficulties to, or
exceptional or undue hardship upon, the owner of the property; and
(C)
The departure will not substantially impair the intent, purpose, or integrity of the General Plan, Master Plan, or
the Town Center Development Plan.
(CB-2-1994)
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DIVISION 6. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-548.01. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing (nonconforming use).
(a)
In order for a nonconforming surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation to continue, the
requirements of this Section shall be met.
(b)
The purposes of this Section are to prevent or control the detrimental effects of surface mining and sand and
gravel wet-processing operations upon neighboring properties, and existing and proposed land uses in the
general area.
(c)
All nonconforming surface mining and sand and gravel wet-processing operations shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)
The uses shall be operated in full compliance with applicable extraction and surface mining or sand and gravel
wet-processing regulations;
(2)
For the safety of residents and property, the operator of the facility shall take effective measures to control the
speed of trucks utilizing his facility and neighboring streets;
(3)
The operator shall avoid depositing any debris upon any streets;
(4)
The owner of the subject property shall be required to post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying
the use as a nonconforming surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation, in accordance with the
requirements of Section 27-629.
(d)
On land which is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, development is subject to
Subtitle 5B and the following additional requirements:
(1)
Additional Requirements For Surface Mining, Sand and Gravel Wet-Processing
(A)
Standards. Surface mining operation permits are issued by the Maryland Department of the Environment
(MDE). A grading permit is also required in conformance with Subtitle 4 of the County Code. Periodic site
inspections of permitted areas are made to determine whether the conditions of the permits and the
accompanying Reclamation Plan are being fulfilled. Permits for surface mining operations in the Critical Area
shall only be granted if the following conditions are met:
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(B)
A Reclamation Plan shall be submitted as part of the permit application which specifies the use which is
proposed to be made of the site following reclamation, the manner in which that soil and subsoil are to be
conserved and restored, the specifications for surface gradient restoration suitable for the subsequent use, the
proposed manner and type of re-vegetation or other surface treatment of affected areas and an acceptable
schedule to the County for the implementation of reclamation measures. Reclamation is to occur as mining on
each segment of a site is completed.
(C)
The operation will not have an unduly adverse effect on wildlife, forests, or fresh water, estuarine or marine
fisheries.
(D)
The operator has provided applicable permits from all federal, State and local regulatory agencies responsible
for air and water pollution and sediment control.
(E)
Consideration shall be given to:
(i)
The effects of the proposed action on the environment, including adverse and beneficial environmental effects
that are reasonably likely if the proposal is implemented or if it is not implemented.
(ii)
Measures that might be taken to minimize potential adverse environmental effects and maximize potential
beneficial environmental effects, including monitoring maintenance, replacement, operation and other follow-up
activities.
(iii)
An applicant's previous experience with similar operations which indicates that the operation will not result in
substantial deposits of sediment in stream beds or lakes, landslides, or other causes of water pollution.
(F)
Location of future sites. Within the Critical Area, surface mining is only permitted on sites of five or more acres.
(i)
New surface mining operations are permitted within the Critical Area provided that identification of appropriate
post-excavation uses for this land such as recreation, habitat restoration, or development are accomplished
according to the appropriate land management classification (I-D-O, L-D-O or R-C-O) and other applicable
County and State codes and ordinances.
(ii)
Areas such as the following shall not be used for surface mining:
(aa)
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Habitat Protection Areas and other important natural resource areas such as those of scientific value or areas
where assemblages of rare species occur;
(bb)
Areas where highly erodible soils exist;
(cc)
Areas where the use of lands for mining would result in the substantial loss of long-range (25 years or more)
productivity of forest and agriculture, or would result in a degrading of water quality or a loss of vital habitat;
(dd)
Lands within the Buffer.
(G)
Surface mining operations shall operate under the following conditions:
(i)
Future wash plants including ponds, spoil piles and equipment may not be located within the Buffer.
(ii)
Existing wash ponds shall be reclaimed as soon as possible after the cessation of a sand and gravel operation.
(iii)
To the fullest extent possible, existing sand and gravel operations shall conduct their extraction activities so as to
provide, at a minimum, a 100-foot Buffer of natural vegetation between the operation and the mean high water
line of tidal waters or the edges of streams and tidal wetlands, whichever is further inland.
(CB-17-1984; CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-548.01.01. - Marina.
(a)
A marina permitted in the M-X-T Zone shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1)
The M-X-T Zone was approved by the District Council prior to July 31, 1983; and
(2)
The Planning Board and District Council approved a Conceptual Site Plan showing the general location of the
marina on the property prior to July 31, 1986.
(CB-34-1989)
Sec. 27-548.01.02. - Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex.
(a)
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Purposes:
(1)
To promote quality retail shopping, restaurant and entertainment development, and lodging development
oriented toward a theme(s) at locations in appropriate areas of the County;
(2)
To afford reasonable flexibility in the design of these projects; and
(3)
To avoid scattered and unbalanced development of such uses.
(b)
A Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex is permitted in the M-X-T Zone subject to the following criteria:
(1)
Private and/or public vehicular access shall be sufficient to accommodate the traffic generated by the project;
and
(2)
Setbacks, tree conservation, landscaping and screening, green space, lot coverage, parking, and loading shall be
addressed in the Conceptual Site Plan approval. However, the provisions of this Subtitle applicable to such items
are not applicable.
(c)
The requirement for a Detailed Site Plan may be waived by the District Council at the time of its review of the
Conceptual Site Plan if the District Council makes the findings required in Subsection (f), below.
(d)
An applicant seeking approval of a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex shall submit an application and
site plan containing the following information, which information shall also serve as the site design guidelines
for such projects:
(1)
A general description of the project and the proposed activities;
(2)
The proposed traffic circulation system;
(3)
The general location and size of all activities;
(4)
A text indicating the theme, design, and architectural concepts that will be implemented throughout the property
applicable to the use;
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(5)
Information contained in Section 27-282(e), provided that the locations of all improvements may be moved,
altered, and revised within an established development envelope. No building permit may be issued without
certification of a site plan by the Planning Director. Provided the property is designated in the County General
Plan as a Metropolitan Center, the addition of residential dwellings, not to exceed two thousand five hundred
(2,500) units, shall not require a revision to an approved Conceptual Site Plan. Building permits for residential
dwellings shall not be issued until construction of the convention center/hotel has commenced.
(e)
The requirements of Part 3, Division 9, Subdivision 3, and Section 27-546 of this Subtitle do not apply to the
processing or approval of a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex. The Planning
Board shall consider Detailed Site Plans for Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complexes in accordance with the
following procedures:
(1)
Unless waived pursuant to Section 27-548.01.02(c), a Detailed Site Plan shall be approved by the Planning
Board prior to the issuance of any building or use and occupancy permit.
(2)
The Planning Board shall review the Detailed Site Plan for compliance with this Section.
(3)
The Planning Board shall give due consideration to all comments received from other agencies.
(4)
The Planning Board shall only consider the plan at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Board after a
duly advertised public hearing.
(5)
The Planning Board shall approve, approve with modification, or disapprove the Detailed Site Plan, and shall
state its reasons for the action.
(6)
The Planning Board's decision shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting, a copy of which shall be sent to all persons of record (in the Detailed Site Plan approval process) and
the District Council.
(f)
The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan for a Waterfront Entertainment/Retail Complex if it finds
the plan is in conformance with the approved Conceptual Site Plan, provides sufficient design guidelines,
compatible location of uses and activities, and general safeguards to decrease or eliminate harmful impacts on
adjacent property, while providing flexibility in design and development.
(CB-44-1997; CB-20-2005)
Sec. 27-548.01.03. - Artists' residential studios and performance arts centers.
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(a)
Artists' residential studios permitted by Special Permit (SP) in the use tables shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)
Each artist unit shall combine individual studio and residential space to create an integrated living and working
environment. Artists' residential studios may also provide areas for artists' use as common workspace or
performance, office, or storage space.
(2)
Each artist unit shall have at least 700 square feet of space.
(b)
The following uses are permitted in artists' residential studios and performance arts centers, subject to
restrictions in the definitions of those uses, and with additional restrictions as indicated:
(1)
Offices for artists, arts organizations, community organizations, and municipalities are permitted. All other
office uses are prohibited.
(2)
Uses permitted in the C-S-C Zone in Category (1), Commercial, of the commercial use table in Section 27461(b) are permitted if they are included in Subcategory (A), Eating or Drinking Establishments; Subcategory
(D), Services; or Subcategory (E), Trade.
(3)
Uses stated in the commercial use table in Category (2), Institutional/Educational; Category (3), Miscellaneous;
and Category (4), Public/Quasi Public, are permitted.
(4)
All permitted Category (1), Category (2), Category (3), and Category (4) uses shall meet restrictions and
requirements indicated in the commercial use table for the C-S-C Zone.
(c)
The Planning Board shall review all proposed signs when reviewing a Special Permit application for proposed
artists' residential studios or performance arts centers. The signage schedule shall follow the requirements in Part
12 for similar uses, unless the owner shows that its proposed schedule meets the purposes of the sign
regulations.
(d)
Off-street parking requirements in Part 11 do not apply to artists' residential studios or performance arts centers.
(1)
The Planning Board shall review and approve an off-street parking schedule when reviewing a Special Permit
application for the proposed use.
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(2)
The Planning Board shall consider the following when reviewing an off-street parking schedule:
(A)
The likelihood that different uses in artists' residential studios or performance arts centers will share parking
spaces because of variations in times of peak demand;
(B)
The availability of on-street parking or other parking on nearby properties;
(C)
The availability of public transit for residents, patrons, or visitors; and
(D)
Parking requirements in Part 11 that would apply to similar uses.
(CB-12-2001)
Sec. 27-548.01.04. - Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature with Video Lottery
Facility.
(a)
Requirements. A Recreational or Entertainment Establishment of a Commercial Nature with a Video Lottery
Facility ("Facility") shall be permitted, subject to detailed site plan review and approval, in accordance with the
following additional requirements:
(1)
Submission demonstrating that the locational requirements as set forth in Section 9-1A-36(h)(1)(VI), State
Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, are met.
(2)
Submission demonstrating that transportation facilities in the area affected by traffic generated by the Facility
("traffic study area") will be adequate based on:
(A)
total traffic conditions as prescribed in the most recent Transportation Review Guidelines ("Guidelines")
published by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission;
(B)
compliance with a comprehensive transportation plan in accordance with Section 9-1A-32, State Government
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland prior to issuance of any use and occupancy permits; and
(C)
the transportation improvements regarding the Facility submitted to the Maryland Video Lottery Facility
Location Commission ("Location Commission").
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(i)
Any required on or off-site transportation improvements contained in this submission shall be made prior to, or
concurrent with, the construction of the Facility, and shall be completed prior to the issuance of any use and
occupancy permits for the Facility.
(3)
Submission demonstrating a lighting plan that illuminates all parking areas and walkways on site.
(4)
A receipt confirming submission of a written security plan to the Chief of Police demonstrating a 24-hour
adequate security and surveillance plan, including plans to control loitering in the parking areas.
(A)
The security plan may be a confidential submittal.
(B)
Review and approval by the Chief of Police or the Chief's designee is required prior to the issuance of any use
and occupancy permit for the Facility.
(5)
Submission of a written plan for daily removal of litter and refuse in the Facility and on site.
(6)
Submission of a statement acknowledging obligations pursuant to Section 9-1A-10(a)(3), State Government
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, including any related compliance and reporting requirements.
(7)
Submission of a statement detailing any opportunities in relation to the video lottery facility to be made available
to Prince George's County residents or businesses via direct monetary or other equity investment, ownership of
independent in-line businesses, ownership of retail pad sites, ownership of business franchises, ownership of
service businesses, and/or ownership of any other for-profit businesses.
(b)
Full compliance with this Section by the Video Lottery Operator, including compliance with any plans,
commitments, or other information contained in any submissions required in this Section, shall be a stated
condition of approval for the Facility's Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-6-2014)
Sec. 27-548.01.05. - Vehicle Parts Store.
(a)
Requirements. "Minor installation services" shall only include the removal and installation of wiper blades,
removal and installation of light bulbs and headlight bulbs, removal and installation of batteries, diagnostic
testing (connecting a computer to the vehicle to obtain repair code information), battery testing, or alternator
testing. "Minor installation services" shall not include other automobile or vehicular services. "Minor installation
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services" shall not occur in any parking space required to satisfy Part 11 of Subtitle 27. There shall be no
outdoor storage.
(CB-16-2014)
Sec. 27-548.01.06. - Tourist Home as an "Accessory Use".
(a)
"Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a "Dwelling" permitted (P) in the Table of Uses shall be subject to the
following requirements:
(1)
The "Tourist Home" shall be an "Accessory Use" to a principal "Use" as a "Dwelling," which principal "Use" is
permitted (P) in the Table of Uses;
(2)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" may be located in a principal "Building" or an "Accessory Building;"
(3)
The "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall be rented for no more than thirty (30) consecutive days and no more
than a total of ninety (90) days, if not occupied by the owner or no more than one hundred eighty (180) days if
occupied by the owner, over a single calendar year;
(4)
The number of occupants using the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" at any one time shall not exceed eight (8)
guests at any one time and there shall not be more than three (3) guests per bedroom;
(5)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" obtains and maintains the appropriate
and required licenses from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcements and other applicable
license authorities; and
(6)
The owner of the property hosting the "Tourist Home" "Accessory Use" shall collect and remit all applicable
taxes through the platform.
(CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) states that these provisions shall take effect on October 1,
2019.
Sec. 27-548.01.07. - Qualified data centers.
(a)
A Qualified Data Center shall include a site plan with any building permit application.
(b)
Qualified Data Centers shall be exempt from Conceptual Site Plan or Detailed Site Plan Approval.
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(c)
Qualified Data Centers shall not be permitted in designated Regional Transit Districts, Local Transit Centers
(Local), Neighborhood Centers (Local), or Campus Centers (Local) as designated by the County's Approved
Plan 2035 General Plan, as may be amended from time to time. Notwithstanding this requirement, Qualified
Data Centers may be permitted in the Bowie MARC Campus Center, as may be amended from time to time.
(d)
Qualified Data Centers shall comply with the following standards:
(1)
Principal Building Facades.
(A)
For the purposes of this Section, principal building facades shall be defined as all exterior building facades that
face public rights-of-way or existing residential development.
(B)
Principal building facades shall include at least two (2) of the following design elements applied cohesively to
the entirety of the face: changes in building height; building step-backs or recesses; fenestration; and/or changes
in building material, pattern, texture, color, or use of accent materials. When a building has more than one
principal building façade, such principal building facades shall be consistent in terms of design, materials,
details, and treatment.
(2)
All exterior lighting shall be designed and constructed with cutoff and fully shielded fixtures that direct light
downward and into the interior of the property and away from adjacent roads and properties.
(3)
Regulations concerning the net lot area, lot coverage and green area, lot width/frontage, yards, building height,
intensity, accessory buildings, and other similar requirements for uses in the M-X-T Zone shall not apply.
Instead, minimum green area, yards (setbacks) and building height shall be as required in the I-1 Zone. In
addition, the applicant may propose these regulations on the site plan to be reviewed by DPIE and M-NCPPC
staff and approved by DPIE.
(4)
Security fencing shall be effectively screened by a minimum depth of 40 feet of vegetation from all abutting
residential properties and public rights-of-way. Security fencing shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.
(5)
The requirements of the Landscape Manual shall apply.
(6)
The minimum number of required off-street parking spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of parking
spaces required for "warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-568, and the minimum number
of required off-street loading spaces shall be equal to the minimum number of loading spaces required for
"wholesale or warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)" by Section 27-582.
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(7)
Regulations pertaining to signage shall be the same as those applicable to uses in the I-1 Zone as required by
Part 12, Signs, of this Ordinance.
(8)
Driveways for ingress and egress shall be identified on the site plan and shall be located so as not to endanger
pedestrians or create traffic hazards.
(9)
The applicant shall submit an acoustical study prepared by a professional acoustical engineer that demonstrates
the use will not violate the maximum allowable noise levels (dBA) set forth in Subtitle 19 of this Code.
(CB-1-2021)
PART 10A. - OVERLAY ZONES.
DIVISION 1. - T-D-O (TRANSIT DISTRICT OVERLAY) ZONE.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-548.02. - Introduction.
The Transit District Overlay Zone is intended to insure that the development of land in the vicinity of Metro
stations maximizes transit ridership, serves the economic and social goals of the area, and takes advantage of the
unique development opportunities which mass transit provides. The T-D-O Zone is a mapped zone which is
superimposed over other zones in a designated area around a Metro station, and which may modify certain
requirements for development within those underlying zones. This designated area is called a Transit District. In
this zone, a Transit District Development Plan must be approved by the District Council, and all development is
subject to the approval by the Planning Board of a Detailed Site Plan. The Transit District Development Plan
provides both the requirements for development within a specific Transit District and a flexible forum for joint
development between the public and private sectors.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-548.03. - Purposes.
(a)
The specific purposes of the Transit District Overlay Zone are:
(1)
To enhance the development opportunities in the vicinity of transit stations;
(2)
To promote the use of transit facilities;
(3)
To increase the return on investment in a transit system and improve local tax revenues;
(4)
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To create a process which coordinates public policy decisions, supports regional and local growth and
development strategies, and creates conditions which make joint development possible;
(5)
To create a process which overcomes deficiencies in ordinary planning processes and removes obstacles not
addressed in those processes;
(6)
To minimize the costs of extending or expanding public services and facilities, by encouraging appropriate
development in the vicinity of transit stations;
(7)
To provide mechanisms to assist in financing public and private costs associated with development;
(8)
To provide for convenient and efficient pedestrian and vehicular access to Metro stations;
(9)
To attract an appropriate mix of land uses;
(10)
To encourage uses which complement and enhance the character of the area;
(11)
To insure that developments within the Transit District possess a desirable urban design relationship with one
another, the Metro Station, and adjoining areas; and
(12)
To provide flexibility in the design and layout of buildings and structures, and to promote a coordinated and
integrated development scheme.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996)
Sec. 27-548.04. - Relationship to other zones and Master, General, and Functional Plans.
(a)
The Transit District Overlay Zone shall be placed over other zones on the Zoning Map, and shall modify specific
requirements of those underlying zones. Only those requirements of the underlying zones specifically noted in
this Subdivision and elsewhere in this Subtitle are modified. All other requirements of the underlying zones are
unaffected by the Transit District Overlay Zone. Where properties in a Transit District Overlay Zone are also
classified in the Military Installation Overlay Zone, the requirements of both zones shall apply. Where
requirements of the T-D-O Zone and M-I-O Zone conflict, the more restrictive of the requirements shall apply.
The Transit District Overlay Zone may not be placed over the Urban Center or Corridor Node Zones (UC).
(b)
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Any Transit District Development Plan prepared pursuant to this Part shall amend the General Plan, Area Master
Plan or Sector Plan, and Functional Master Plans unless otherwise stated by the District Council in its resolution
of approval.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-2-2010; CB-15-2014; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.05. - Uses.
(a)
The uses allowed on property in a Transit District Overlay Zone shall be the same as those allowed in the
underlying zone in which the property is classified, except as is modified by the Transit District Development
Plan.
(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, or any other applicable provision within the Transit District
Development Plan for an approved Transit District Overlay Zone, a Medical Cannabis Grower, Medical
Cannabis Processor, or Medical Cannabis Dispensary use shall be permitted or prohibited in accordance with the
requirements of this Subtitle for the underlying zone in which the property is classified.
(c)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, or any other applicable provision within the Transit District
Development Plan for an approved Transit District Overlay Zone, a "Tourist Home" as an "Accessory Use" to a
"Dwelling" shall be permitted or prohibited in accordance with the requirements of this Subtitle for the
underlying zone in which the property is classified.
(d)
The Transit District Development Plan may:
(1)
Restrict a property to specific uses which are allowed in the underlying zone;
(2)
Add uses to those that are allowed for a lot in the underlying zone; or
(3)
In underlying Industrial or Commercial Zones, permit specific uses on a lot from less intensive Commercial or
Industrial Zones if the uses are not permitted in the underlying zone.
(e)
If a use is permitted in the underlying zone by Special Exception, approval of a Special Exception (Part 4) need
not be obtained and the use may be allowed by right, if it is provided for on the Transit District Development
Plan. Where a Special Exception use is not provided for on the Transit District Development Plan, amendment
of the Plan shall be required to permit the use. If the underlying zone requires that specific uses or general use
types be present in every development within that zone, the Transit District Development Plan shall reflect those
uses and any specified mix or ratio of the uses. In the case of the M-X-T Zone, the amount of square footage
devoted to each use shall be in keeping with the purposes of that zone.
(f)
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Where a property lies in both the M-I-O Zone and a T-D-O Zone, the Transit District Development Plan
("TDDP") shall not permit or allow uses prohibited in the M-I-O Zone.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-92-1996; CB-101-2013; CB-42-2015; CB-5-2016; CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 27-548.06. - Regulations.
(a)
Density.
(1)
Development within a Transit District shall not exceed the specified maximum residential density and any floor
area ratio (FAR) requirements of the underlying zones, as those requirements would normally be applied if the
property were not zoned T-D-O. If an underlying zone has provisions for awarding increased density or FAR
above base requirements through furnishing amenities or benefit features, those provisions shall still apply
within the T-D-O Zone and shall be applied when the Transit District Development Plan is approved.
(b)
Transit District Standards.
(1)
Transit District Standards shall be prepared for each Transit District Overlay Zone. Transit District Overlay Zone
regulations shall be the same as those in the underlying zone in which property is classified, except as modified
by Transit District Standards approved by the District Council, in a Transit District Development Plan. Transit
District Standards in each Transit District Overlay Zone are intended to allow flexibility in the development
review process and foster high-quality, transit- and pedestrian-oriented development through design guidelines
and standards which promote the purposes of the Transit District Development Plan.
(2)
The location, size, height, design, lot coverage of structures, signs, open space, pedestrian and street connections
(including streetscape configurations, street sections, green streets, and complete streets requirements), and other
regulations may be specified in the text, concept plans, and maps in the Transit District Standards.
(3)
Where a property lies in both the M-I-O Zone and a T-D-O Zone, the maximum permitted height of structures
shall be the more restrictive of the Transit District Standards and Section 27-548.54, whichever maximum
permitted height is lower.
(c)
Relationship to Landscape Manual.
(1)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development shall conform to Landscape Manual requirements.
Additional or reduced landscaping, screening, and buffering measures may also be specified by the Transit
District Standards to meet the goals of the Transit District and the purposes of the T-D-O Zone.
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(d)
Parking and loading.
(1)
The requirements of Part 11 concerning the minimum number of spaces in, and design of, off-street parking and
loading areas shall not apply within a Transit District unless otherwise specified within the Transit District
Standards. Instead, a methodology for determining the number of off-street parking and loading spaces to be
required for specific uses may be established on the Transit District Development Plan in the form of Transit
District Standards. The Prince George's County Parking Authority shall be provided an opportunity to review
any proposed parking methodology prior to transmittal of a Development Plan by the Planning Board to the
District Council. The methodology should include, but not be limited to:
(A)
The nature of each use proposed, including type, size, and location;
(B)
The peak parking demand characteristics of the proposed uses;
(C)
Uses involved in multipurpose trips;
(D)
Provisions for mass transit, such as heavy and light rail, carpool, bus, vanpool, and developer-provided services,
which would make off-street parking unnecessary;
(E)
Parking or loading spaces to be provided by public agencies;
(F)
Shared parking and transportation demand management measures intended to reduce single-occupant
automobile use, encourage other modes of transportation such as transit, walking, and bicycling, and minimize
off-street parking needs;
(G)
Car sharing provisions in accordance with Section 27-548.09.02; and
(H)
Existing provisions for parking established within a Parking District (see Section 27-585(a)).
(2)
If a Transit District Development Plan does not contain specific parking requirements, the requirements shall be
determined at the time of Detailed Site Plan review by the Planning Board in accordance with the regulations of
Part 11. Additionally, the Planning Board may apply reductions from the minimum parking requirements of Part
11 if it finds alternate approaches to parking, such as but not limited to car and bike share programs, car and van
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pools, executed shuttle and transit bus use agreements, and trip reduction measures, will effectively provide
alternatives to single-occupant automobile use.
(e)
Transit facilities and streets.
(1)
The Transit District Development Plan may specify the location and size of proposed transit facilities and
streets.
(f)
Pedestrian and bicyclist network.
(1)
The pedestrian and bicyclist network within a Transit District shall be oriented toward serving the Metro station,
as well as other development within the District, and consideration should be given to providing pedestrian and
bicyclist connections to adjacent existing neighborhoods.
(g)
Urban open space and recreation network
(1)
A network of squares, greens, plazas, parks, and urban recreation facilities should be identified in the Transit
District Development Plan to provide an environment that encourages and facilitates pedestrian activity,
promotes health and wellness, enhances the natural environment, contributes to increased property values and
assessments, and adds to a sense of place and the overall design quality of transit-oriented and accessible areas.
(h)
Air rights and below-ground development.
(1)
Private buildings and other structures may be located within the air space above, or in the ground below, public
rights-of-way.
(i)
Boundaries of zone.
(1)
The boundary of a Transit District Overlay Zone shall encompass an area in proximity to an existing or proposed
Metro Station. The area shall be contiguous and shall follow property lines, streets, or permanent and readily
identifiable natural features of the landscape. A boundary should not divide an individual property unless there is
a clear and compelling reason to do so.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-15-2014; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.07. - Transit District Development Plan and Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment.
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(a)
Within every Transit District Overlay Zone, a Transit District Development Plan and Transit District Overlay
Zoning Map Amendment shall be prepared and approved, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Part 3,
Division 2, Subdivision 5.
(b)
All approved Transit District Development Plans shall be binding upon the property owners, their successors,
assigns, and heirs. The plan shall control the use and development of all land and structures in a Transit District,
and the issuance and validity of all permits within the Transit District.
(c)
The Transit District Development Plan shall include the following:
(1)
A description of the area within the Transit District, including a location map showing the boundaries of the
Transit District (with north arrow and scale) and a description of the existing improvements within those
boundaries;
(2)
Existing zoning and use of properties within and adjacent to the Transit District;
(3)
Existing and proposed right-of-way widths of internal and adjoining streets;
(4)
The proposed vehicular, bicyclist, and pedestrian circulation systems;
(5)
The location, size, and description of known proposals for public and private improvements within the proposed
Transit District;
(6)
Transit District Standards intended to implement the goals of the Transit District Development Plan and the T-DO Zone for physical development within the Transit District;
(7)
The type and location of any specific uses which are proposed, and the distribution and maximum square
footage/density anticipated to be devoted to each; and
(8)
Reports and analyses necessary to describe the area's public facilities' infrastructure requirements and priorities.
(d)
The Transit District Development Plan may include the following:
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(1)
A proposed sequence of development;
(2)
Reports and analyses necessary to identify public and private funding sources to finance the area's public
facilities' infrastructure improvements;
(3)
Any proposed urban open space and recreation network; and
(4)
Any other pertinent information.
(e)
The Transit District Overlay Zoning Map Amendment shall include any proposed changes in existing underlying
zoning, along with written justification for the proposed changes.
(f)
In order to maximize the flexibility of the Transit District Overlay Zone and protect the public interest, the
elements and requirements contained in the Transit District Development Plan (Subsections (c) and (d), above)
may take any of the following forms:
(1)
Mandatory requirements, such as, but not limited to, specific setbacks for structures or required street
improvements; or
(2)
Guidelines and criteria for development which the Planning Board shall use in reviewing a Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-84-1990; CB-47-1996; CB-15-2014)
Sec. 27-548.08. - Site plan.
(a)
General.
(1)
The applicability section of the Transit District Standards may exempt development projects from Conceptual
and/or Detailed Site Plan review or limit the review of specific types of development or areas of the Transit
District.
(2)
Prior to the issuance of any grading permit for undeveloped property or any building permit in a Transit District,
a Detailed Site Plan for individual development proposals shall be approved by the Planning Board in
accordance with Part 3, Division 9.
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(3)
A Detailed Site Plan, if required, shall be approved prior to, or concurrently with, any final plat of subdivision.
A final plat of subdivision for roads only, however, may be approved prior to approval of the Detailed Site Plan.
The Detailed Site Plan may include any portion of the Transit District, and may only be submitted by the owner
of the subject property (or his authorized representative).
(4)
An amendment of the Transit District Standards may be requested and incorporated into a Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan application in accordance with 27-548.08(c) and 27-548.09.01.
(b)
Contents.
(1)
In addition to the information required by Part 3, Division 9, for Detailed Site Plans, the following information
shall be included for Plans in the T-D-O Zone:
(A)
The number, floor area, and type of dwelling units;
(B)
The gross floor area devoted to commercial and industrial uses and the floor area devoted to other nonresidential
uses;
(C)
The density and floor area ratios proposed, and how they were calculated;
(D)
A description of the relationship between vehicular, pedestrian, and bicyclist circulation systems;
(E)
Provisions for sediment control and stormwater management;
(F)
An exterior lighting plan, showing exterior lighting of all buildings, parking areas, driveways, and pedestrian
ways, including the heights, number, and type of fixtures. The plan shall also show the amount of glare upon
adjoining properties in terms of level of illumination (measured in foot-candles) and cut-off angle;
(G)
The location, design, size, lighting, and all other features of signs (except signs within, and not generally visible
from outside of, buildings);
(H)
A statement of planning objectives to be achieved by the development through the particular approach proposed
by the applicant. This statement shall include a description of the character of the proposed development and the
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rationale behind the assumptions and choices made by the applicant;
(I)
Any additional supporting documentation where requested in the Transit District Standards and accompanying
applicability section;
(J)
Any pertinent Memorandum of Understanding between a car sharing corporation or company and the applicant
pursuant to Section 27-548.09.02;
(K)
A signed and dated justification statement listing the Transit District Standards, how the proposed development
complies with the standards, and justifying any proposed amendments to the standards; and
(L)
A development schedule indicating the approximate dates when construction can be expected to begin and to be
completed.
(c)
Required findings.
(1)
In addition to the findings required by Section 27-276(b) for approval of a Conceptual Site Plan in the T-D-O
Zone, the Planning Board shall find that the Transit District Site Plan is consistent with, and reflects the
guidelines and criteria for development contained in, the Transit District Development Plan.
(2)
The findings required by Section 27-285(b) shall not apply to the T-D-O Zone. Instead, the following findings
shall be made by the Planning Board when approving a Detailed Site Plan in the T-D-O Zone:
(A)
The Transit District Site Plan is in strict conformance with any mandatory requirements of the Transit District
Development Plan;
(B)
The Transit District Site Plan is consistent with, and reflects the guidelines and criteria for development
contained in, the Transit District Development Plan;
(C)
The Transit District Site Plan meets all of the requirements of the Transit District Overlay Zone, and applicable
regulations of the underlying zones, unless an amendment to the applicable requirement or regulation has been
approved;
(D)
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The location, size, and design of buildings, signs, other structures, open spaces, landscaping, pedestrian and
vehicular circulation systems, and parking and loading areas maximize safety and efficiency, and are adequate to
meet the purposes of the Transit District Overlay Zone;
(E)
Each structure and use, in the manner proposed, is compatible with other structures and uses in the Transit
District, and with existing and proposed adjacent development; and
(F)
Requests for reductions from the total minimum required parking spaces for Transit District Overlay Zones
pursuant to Section 27-548.09.02 meet the stated location criteria and are accompanied by a signed
Memorandum of Understanding between a car sharing corporation or company and the applicant.
(3)
The applicant may ask the Planning Board to apply development standards which differ from mandatory
requirements in the Transit District Development Plan, unless the plan provides otherwise. The Board may
amend any mandatory requirements except building height restrictions and parking standards, requirements
which may be amended by the District Council under procedures in Part 10A, Division 1. The Board may amend
parking provisions concerning the dimensions, layout, or design of parking spaces or parking lots.
In approving the Transit District Site Plan, the Planning Board shall find that the mandatory requirements, as
amended, will benefit the proposed development and the Transit District and will not substantially impair
implementation of the Transit District Development Plan, and the Board shall then find that the site plan meets
all mandatory requirements which apply.
(d)
Earnest Payment Fee Determination.
(1)
For any development in excess of the level of development approved for each parcel in the approved Transit
District Development Plan, the Planning Board shall require an earnest payment fee, the amount in accordance
with the approved Transit District Development Plan.
(2)
The earnest payment fee shall be paid to the Prince George's County Office of Finance prior to signature
approval of the Detailed Site Plan.
(e)
Validity period.
(1)
Unless otherwise specified in an approved Transit District Development Plan, a Transit District Site Plan shall
remain valid for a period of six (6) years following the date of its approval.
(2)
If specified in an approved Transit District Development Plan, a Transit District Site Plan may remain valid for a
period of less than six (6) years following the date of its approval. The Planning Board may extend the validity
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of an approved Detailed Site Plan for one (1) year beyond the validity period, provided the following criteria are
met:
(A)
The request is filed prior to the expiration of the Detailed Site Plan approval;
(B)
The Detailed Site Plan remains in conformance with all the requirements of the approved Transit District
Development Plan and Subtitle 27 applicable to the subject property;
(C)
The developer can demonstrate to the Planning Board that the developer has proceeded in a diligent manner to
move forward with physical development and has been unable, through no fault of the developer, to complete
the construction which is necessary to become vested in the approved Detailed Site Plan;
(D)
The developer has applied to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for a building permit
prior to the expiration of the validity of the subject Detailed Site Plan; and
(E)
The Planning Board shall find that the extension of the validity of the Detailed Site Plan is in the best interests of
the Transit District, as set forth in the goals, objectives, mandatory requirements, and development guidelines of
the Transit District Development Plan.
(f)
Appeal of Planning Board's decision.
(1)
For the purpose of making an appeal (in accordance with Section 27-290), a person of record shall include any
person of record in the creation of the Transit District Overlay Zone and approval of the Development Plan, and
any person of record in the Site Plan approval process.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-84-1990; CB-31-1993; CB-47-1996; CB-72-2001; CB-15-2014; CB-29-2014)
Editor's note— Section 1 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods
contained in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County
Code, are hereby temporarily suspended until December 31, 2010.
Section 2 of CB-7-2009 (DR-2) provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2009. This suspension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 1 of CB-6-2010 provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in Sections 27287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are hereby
temporarily suspended until December 31, 2011.
Section 2 of CB-6-2010 provides that the suspension of the validity period for a given application shall only be
applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2010. This suspension shall
not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
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Section 1 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2012.
Section 2 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2011. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-7-2011 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2012.
Section 1 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2013.
Section 2 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2012. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-67-2012 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2013.
Section 1 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions for the running of validity periods contained in
Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance of the County Code, are
hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2015.
Section 2 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the extension of the validity period for a given application shall
only be applied if the application was in an active, current validity period as of January 1, 2013. This extension
shall not be applied to any whose validity period begins after the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.
Section 3 of CB-71-2013 (DR-2) provides that the provisions of this Ordinance shall be abrogated and be of no
further force and effect after December 31, 2015.
CB-71-2013 is an uncodified law enacted by the District Council to extend the validity periods of approved
detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, until December 31, 2015. CB-75-2013 is a
codified law providing a conditional or qualified extension process for certain detailed site plan validity periods.
The enactment of a conditional extension process in CB-75-2013 does not invalidate or supplant the extension of
validity periods by law for approved detailed site plan applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2013, by
CB-71-2013. Thus, the applicability of CB-75-2013 to approved detailed site plan applications extended by way
of CB-71-2013 is tolled until January 1, 2016.
For detailed site plan applications approved January 2, 2013, or later, the manner and terms for extensions of
validity periods set forth in CB-75-2013 will apply to extensions of the validity periods articulated in Part 3,
Division 9 of the Zoning Ordinance.
CB-81-2015 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 17, 2015, and provides
as follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-81-2015 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2017, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2015.
Section 3 of CB-81-2015 provides that the provisions of CB-81-2015 will automatically expire on December 31,
2017, while Section 5 calls for a work group to be established by the District Council to determine the viability
of Detailed Site Plans and Specific Design Plans to proceed in the development process prior to December 17,
2017.
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CB-97-2017 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from November 7, 2017, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-97-2017 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2018, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2017.
Section 3 of CB-97-2017 provides that the provisions of CB-97-2017 will automatically expire on December 31,
2018.
CB-59-2018 is uncodified law enacted by the District Council effective from October 23, 2018, and provides as
follows: Sections 1 and 2 of CB-59-2018 temporarily extend, until December 31, 2020, validity periods
prescribed in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance for approved
applications for Specific Design Plans and Detailed Site Plans, including Detailed Site Plans in the M-X-C and
Transit District Overlay Zones, provided that the approved application was in a valid status on January 1, 2018.
Section 3 of CB-59-2018 provides that the provisions of CB-59-2018 will automatically expire on December 31,
2020.
On November 17, 2020, the County Council sitting as the District Council enacted Chapter 55, 2020 Laws of
Prince George's County, Maryland (CB-73-2020), concerning the time for expiration of certain approved
applications in a valid status as of January 1, 2020. Accordingly, the provisions for the running of validity
periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning Ordinance, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2021,
for detailed site plans and specific design plans approved prior to January 1, 2015. The provisions for the
running of validity periods set forth in Sections 27-287, 27-527, 27-528, 27-546.07, and 27-548.08 of the Zoning
Ordinance are hereby temporarily extended until December 31, 2022, for detailed site plans and specific design
plans approved after January 1, 2015. Chapter 55 became effective on the date of its adoption.
Sec. 27-548.09. - Applicability of previous actions.
Except in the Comprehensive Design and M-X-T Zones, and except for map amendments (not including
conditions placed on the approval), all actions of the District Council, Zoning Hearing Examiner, Planning
Board, or Board of Zoning Appeals which were taken in accordance with this Subtitle and which affected
property prior to its being classified in the Transit District Overlay Zone, are null and void with respect to future
development within the Transit District, except as addressed by this Subdivision and Part 3, Division 2,
Subdivision 5. In the Comprehensive Design and M-X-T Zones, any plans approved prior to the property being
classified in the Transit District Overlay Zone remain in full force and effect, unless the property owner indicates
(in writing) that the plans may be changed and that the requirements of the Transit District Overlay Zone may be
fully applied to the property. Actions with respect to a Transit District Overlay Zone shall not invalidate any
approved subdivision plat.
(CB-2-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-548.09.01. - Amendment of Approved Transit District Overlay Zone.
(a)
District Council.
(1)
The District Council but not the Planning Board may approve any of the following amendments to Transit
District development requirements, under procedures in Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 5:
(A)
Change of the boundary of the T-D-O Zone;
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(B)
Change of an underlying zone;
(C)
Change to the list of allowed uses, as modified by the Transit District Development Plan;
(D)
Change to building height requirements;
(E)
Change to transportation demand requirements or other parking provisions in the Transit District Development
Plan which do not concern the dimensions, layout, or design of parking spaces or parking lots.
(b)
Property Owner.
(1)
A property owner may ask the District Council, but not the Planning Board, to change the boundaries of the TD-O Zone, a property's underlying zone, the list of allowed uses, building height restrictions, or parking
standards in the Transit District Development Plan. The Planning Board may amend parking provisions
concerning the dimensions, layout, or design of parking spaces or parking lots.
(2)
The owner's application shall include:
(A)
A statement showing that the proposed development conforms with the purposes and recommendations for the
Transit District, as stated in the Transit District Development Plan; and
(B)
A Detailed Site Plan or Conceptual Site Plan, in accordance with Part 3, Division 9.
(3)
Filing and review of the application shall follow the site plan review procedures in Part 3, Division 9, except as
modified in this Section. The Technical Staff shall review and submit a report on the application. When an
amendment application proposes to enlarge the boundaries of the Transit District Overlay Zone by five (5) or
more acres, the Technical Staff shall also provide an Adequate Public Facilities report as defined in Subtitle 24
of the County Code as part of the development review process for proposed development of the subject property.
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing and submit a recommendation to the District Council. Before
final action the Council may remand the application to the Planning Board for review of specific issues.
(4)
An application may be amended at any time. A request to amend an application shall be filed and reviewed in
accordance with Section 27-145.
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(5)
The District Council may approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove any amendment requested by a
property owner under this Section. In approving an application and site plan, the District Council shall find that
the proposed development conforms with the purposes and recommendations for the Transit Development
District, as stated in the Transit District Development Plan, and meets applicable site plan requirements.
(6)
If a Conceptual Site Plan is approved with an application, the owner may not obtain permits without an approved
Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-72-2001; CB-53-2011)
Sec. 27-548.09.02. - Car Sharing in the Transit District Overlay Zone.
For development proposals within a Metro or light rail station that is existing, is funded for future construction,
or has final design approval, parking requirements may be reduced based on development density for each
parking space designated for a car-sharing vehicle by Memorandum of Understanding between a car sharing
corporation or company and the development applicant. The reduction shall not exceed twenty (20%) percent of
the total minimum required parking spaces for Transit District Overlay Zones. The reduction shall be determined
during the development review process and in accordance with the below chart:
Location

The maximum number of parking
spaces that may be reduced per each
designated car-share

Buildings within ¼ mile of a Metro or Light Rail Station

8

Buildings within ½ mile from a Metro Station or Light Rail Station

6

(CB-51-2011)
DIVISION 2. - CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA OVERLAY ZONES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-548.10. - Introduction.
(a)
The Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones are superimposed over the underlying zones within the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 6,
of this Subtitle.
(b)
In addition to the regulations set forth in this Division for development in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zones, all land within such zones shall be subject to the development regulations set forth in Subtitle 5B
and Subtitle 24.
(c)
Grandfathering.
(1)
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All buildable lots (except outlots and outparcels) recorded prior to December 1, 1985, shall remain buildable
lots, regardless of lot size, provided:
(A)
The proposed development will minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are
discharged from structures or conveyances or that have runoff from surrounding lands; and
(B)
The applicant has identified fish, wildlife, and plant habitat which may be adversely affected by the proposed
development and has designed the development so as to protect those identified habitats whose loss would
substantially diminish the continued ability of populations of affected species to sustain themselves.
(2)
A legal parcel of land, not being part of the recorded or approved subdivision, that was recorded as of December
1, 1985 may be developed with a single family dwelling notwithstanding limitations on density in the Critical
Area Overlay Zone provided:
(A)
The proposed development will minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are
discharged from structures or conveyances or that have runoff from surrounding lands; and
(B)
The applicant has identified fish, wildlife, and plant habitat which may be adversely affected by the proposed
development and has designed the development so as to protect those identified habitats whose loss would
substantially diminish the continued ability of populations of affected species to sustain themselves.
(3)
All properties affected by the 2014 Critical Area Overlay Zone Sectional Map Amendment shall be
grandfathered with respect to legally existing buildings and impervious surfaces as of the effective date of the
Sectional Map Amendment.
(4)
All grandfathered lots shall be brought into conformance with the Critical Area regulations insofar as possible at
the time of development.
(5)
The lot size, frontage, and vehicular access are in accordance with the requirements of the underlying zone.
Development of these lots shall not count towards the growth allocation of the applicable Overlay Zone.
(d)
Consistency. Nothing in this section may be interpreted as altering any requirements for development activities
set out in the Water-Dependent Facilities Section or the Habitat Protection Areas Section of Subtitle 5B.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010; CB-64-2014)
Sec. 27-548.11. - Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement required.
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(a)
All development and utilization of property located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones shall be
in accordance with Subtitle 5B and, where appropriate, in accordance with a Conservation Plan and
Conservation Agreement. In the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, the requirements of the
Conservation Manual Subtitle 5B shall prevail where they are more stringent than existing requirements for
development.
(b)
Prior to the approval of a preliminary plan of subdivision or a lot consolidation within the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area Overlay Zones, a Conservation Plan shall be submitted in accordance with Subtitle 5B and
approved by the Planning Board.
(c)
Where no subdivision is required, prior to the approval of a building or grading permit within the Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, a Conservation Plan shall be submitted in accordance with Subtitle 5B for
approval by the Planning Board or its authorized representative. The Planning Board shall approve the
Conservation Plan prior to the issuance of a grading or building permit, unless waived in accordance with the
provisions of Subtitle 5B.
(d)
The Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement shall be prepared in accordance with Subtitle 5B.
(e)
Where a Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement are required, the approved Conservation Agreement
shall be recorded among the land records of Prince George's County prior to final plat approval of subdivision,
when such plat is required, or prior to the issuance of a building or grading permit if a plat is not required.
(f)
Land disturbances not subject to grading or building permits shall not require a Conservation Plan or
Conservation Agreement unless otherwise noted herein, but shall comply with the regulations of Subtitle 5B and
the Zoning Ordinance.
(g)
Minor revisions to an approved Conservation Plan are defined in Subtitle 5B and may be made in accordance
with the procedures set forth therein.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-7-1993; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-548.12. - Uses.
The uses allowed on land in the Critical Area Overlay Zones shall be the same as those allowed in the
underlying zone in which the land has been classified, except as otherwise specified in the Table of Uses in this
Division.
(CB-72-1987)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA OVERLAY ZONES.
Sec. 27-548.13. - I-D-O (Intense Development Overlay) Zone.
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(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the I-D-O Zone are to:
(A)
Accommodate existing residential, commercial, or industrial land uses within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area;
(B)
Promote new residential, commercial, and industrial land uses in accordance with development intensity limits
designated for the I-D-O Zone in this Subtitle;
(C)
Conserve and enhance fish, wildlife, and plant habitats; and
(D)
Improve the quality of runoff that enters the tributary streams of the Chesapeake Bay from developed areas.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the I-D-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the land is
classified, except as otherwise specified in the Table of Uses in this Division.
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations (to those of the underlying zones) concerning the impervious surface ratio, density,
slopes, and other provisions for new development in the I-D-O Zone are as specified in this Division and
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-548.14. - L-D-O (Limited Development Overlay) Zone.
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the L-D-O Zone are to:
(A)
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Maintain or, if possible, improve the quality of runoff and groundwater entering the tributaries of the
Chesapeake Bay;
(B)
Maintain existing areas of natural habitat; and
(C)
Accommodate additional low- or moderate-intensity development.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the L-D-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the land is
classified, except as provided for in the Table of Uses in this Division.
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations (to those of the underlying zones) concerning the impervious surface ratio, density,
slopes, and other provisions for new development in the L-D-O Zone are as specified in this Division and
Subtitle 5B.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
Sec. 27-548.15. - R-C-O (Resource Conservation Overlay) Zone.
(a)
Purposes.
(1)
The purposes of the R-C-O Zone are to:
(A)
Provide adequate breeding, feeding, and wintering habitats for wildlife populations that require natural coastal
environments along the tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay in order to sustain their populations;
(B)
Conserve, protect, and enhance the overall ecological values of the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, its biological
productivity and diversity;
(C)
Protect the land and water resource base necessary to support resource-oriented land uses, such as agriculture,
timber harvesting, or fisheries activities; and
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(D)
Conserve existing woodlands and forests for the water quality benefits they provide.
(b)
Uses.
(1)
The uses allowed in the R-C-O Zone are the same as those allowed in the underlying zones in which the land is
classified, except as otherwise specified in the Table of Uses in this Division.
(c)
Regulations.
(1)
Additional regulations (to those of the underlying zones) concerning lot coverage in the CBCA density, slopes,
and other provisions for new development in the R-C-O Zone are as specified in this Division and Subtitle 5B.
(CB-72-1987; CB-76-2010)
SUBDIVISION 3. - USES PERMITTED.
Sec. 27-548.16. - Uses permitted.
(a)
Uses allowed in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones are the same as those allowed in the
underlying zones, except as modified in the Table of Uses in Subsection (c).
(b)
In the Table of Uses, the following applies:
(1)
The letter "P" indicates that the use is permitted in the designated Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
(2)
The letters "SE" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the approval of a Special Exception in accordance
with Part 4 of this Subtitle.
(3)
The letters "PC" indicate that the use is permitted, subject to the following general criteria:
(A)
The use is water-dependent, pursuant to the definition of water-dependent uses set forth in COMAR 27.01.03.01
and the criteria of COMAR 27.01.03.04.B, or, if the use is not water-dependent, structures or activities shall be
located outside the Buffer insofar as possible; (B) The use meets a recognized public or private need;
(C)
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Adverse effects on water quality and on fish, plant, and wildlife habitats are minimized; and
(D)
The use is consistent with the approved Master Plan for the area.
(4)
The letter "X" indicates that the use is prohibited.
(CB-57-1989; CB-76-2010)
(c) TABLE OF USES.
ZONE
USE

R-C-O

L-D-O

I-D-O

Commercial uses, in general

X

PC

PC

Expansion of existing marinas
(CB-76-2010)

SE 1

SE

SE

Fisheries activities

PC

PC

PC

X

P

P

X

SE

SE

Asphalt mixing plant
(CB-7-1993)

X

X

SE

Concrete batching or mixing plant
(CB-7-1993)

X

X

SE

Industrial uses, in general
(CB-76-2010)

X

X

PC 3

Surface mining and wet processing
(CB-76-2010)

X

SE

SE

Community piers and noncommercial boat docking and storage

X

SE

SE

Private pier 4
(CB-57-1989; CB-76-2010)

P

P

P

Public beaches and public water-oriented recreational and educational
areas
PC 2
(CB-76-2010)

PC 2

PC

Water-dependent research facilities or activities operated by State,
federal, or local agencies, or educational institutions

PC

PC

PC

X

X

P3

(1) COMMERCIAL:

Marina:
(A) In accordance with Sections 27-371.01(a) and 27-548.18
(B) All others
(CB-34-1989)
(2) INDUSTRIAL:

(3) RECREATIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:

(4)
TRANSPORTATION/PARKING/COMMUNICATIONS/UTILITIES:
Transportation facilities
(CB-76-2010)
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Utility transmission facilities
(CB-76-2010)

X

X

P3

X

X

X

(5) PUBLIC/QUASI-PUBLIC:
Sanitary landfill; rubble fill
(CB-57-1989)

1

Expansion of the existing marina in the Resource Conservation Overlay Zone is permitted if the marina
was in existence when the property was brought into the Maryland-Washington Regional District.
(CB-76-2010)

2

These facilities may be permitted within the Buffer in Limited Development Overlay Zones and Resource
Conservation Overlay Zones provided that:
(A) Adequate sanitary facilities exist;
(B) Service facilities are, to the extent possible, located outside the Buffer;
(C) Permeable surfaces are used to the extent practicable, if no degradation of groundwater would result;
(D) Disturbance to natural vegetation is minimized; and
(E) Areas for passive recreation, such as nature study, and hunting and trapping, and for education, may
be permitted in the Buffer within Resource Conservation Overlay Zones, if service facilities for these uses
are located outside of the Buffer.
(CB-76-2010)

3

Permitted only where the use contributes to the improvement of water quality or receiving waters, such
facilities are necessary to serve permitted uses, or regional or interstate facilities must cross tidal waters.
(CB-76-2010)

4

Provided the private pier is on land within a subdivision that provides a community pier. The boats
secured to a private pier must be owned or used by the owners of the property.
(CB-72-1987; CB-57-1989; CB-76-2010)

SUBDIVISION 4. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-548.17. - Regulations.
(a)
The following Table contains regulations for development in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones,
in addition to, or in lieu of, those of the underlying zones.
(b) TABLE 1 - DENSITY MAXIMUM, LOT COVERAGE IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY CRITICAL AREA,
SLOPES.
ZONE
CONTROL

R-C-O

L-D-O

I-D-O

Density
(CB-76-2010)

.05 1

4.00 2

Same as under
lying zone

Maximum impervious
surface ratio
(CB-76-2010)

15%

15%

Same as under
lying zone
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No development on slopes No development on slopes
greater than 15% 3
greater than 15% 3

1

Density in the R-C-O is calculated per Subtitle 5B-113 (f).
(CB-76-2010)

2

Calculated as a maximum of four (4) dwelling units per acre of gross tract area; however, density may not
exceed the density of the underlying zones.
(CB-76-2010)

3

Except as provided in the Conservation Manual.
(CB-72-1987)

(c)
The following Critical Area lot coverage percentages shall be met on all lots or parcels within the Critical Area
unless the provisions of Section 27-241 with regard to nonconformance have been met or unless a variance has
been approved by the Planning Board:
(1)
Lot coverage in the Critical Area shall be limited to a maximum of 15% for all lots or parcels within the Critical
Area except as specified below.
(2)
For buildable lots or parcels one-half acre or less in size lot coverage is limited to 25%.
(3)
For buildable lots or parcels greater than one-half and less than one acre in size lot coverage is limited to 15%.
(4)
For subdivisions approved after December 1, 1985, the overall Critical Area lot coverage for the subdivision
may not exceed 15%. Lot coverage on individual lots may exceed 15% as long as the overall percentage of
Critical Area lot coverage does not exceed 15%.
(CB-76-2010)
SUBDIVISION 5. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-548.18. - Marina.
(a)
A marina permitted in the Table of Uses in the underlying M-X-T Zone and in the L-D-O and I-D-O Overlay
Zones shall be subject to the following requirements.
(1)
The M-X-T Zone was approved by the District Council prior to July 31, 1983; and
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(2)
The Planning Board and District Council approved a Conceptual Site Plan showing the general location of the
marina on the Property prior to July 31, 1986.
(CB-34-1989)
DIVISION 3. - D-D-O (DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT OVERLAY) ZONE.
Sec. 27-548.19. - Introduction.
The Development District Overlay Zone is intended to ensure that the development of land in a designated
development district meets the goals established for the district in a Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or
Sector Plan, and takes advantage of unique opportunities presented by the district. Development districts may be
designated for town centers, Metro areas, commercial corridors, employment centers, revitalization areas,
historic areas, and other special areas which are the subject of development recommendations in a Master Plan,
Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan. The D-D-O Zone is a mapped zone which is superimposed by a
Sectional Map Amendment (SMA) over other zones in a designated development district, and may modify
development requirements within the underlying zones. In the Development District Overlay Zone, new
development is generally subject to the approval of a Detailed Site Plan by the Planning Board. Detailed Site
Plans are reviewed for compliance with development standards approved by the District Council, in a Sectional
Map Amendment, or in a later amendment of adopted standards.
(CB-8-2000; CB-5-2007)
Sec. 27-548.20. - Purposes.
(a)
The specific purposes of the Development District Overlay Zone are:
(1)
To provide a close link between Master Plans, Master Plan Amendments, or Sector Plans and their
implementation;
(2)
To provide flexibility within a regulatory framework to encourage innovative design solutions;
(3)
To provide uniform development criteria utilizing design standards approved or amended by the District
Council;
(4)
To promote an appropriate mix of land uses;
(5)
To encourage compact development;
(6)
To encourage compatible development which complements and enhances the character of an area;
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(7)
To promote a sense of place by preserving character-defining features within a community;
(8)
To encourage pedestrian activity;
(9)
To promote economic vitality and investment.
(CB-8-2000; CB-5-2007)
Sec. 27-548.21. - Relationship to other zones.
The Development District Overlay Zone shall be placed over other zones on the Zoning Map, and may modify
specific requirements of those underlying zones. Only those requirements of the underlying zones specifically
noted in this Subdivision and elsewhere in this Subtitle are modified. All other requirements of the underlying
zones are unaffected by the Development District Overlay Zone. The Development District Overlay Zone may
not be placed over the Urban Center or Corridor Node Zones (UC). Where properties in a Development District
Overlay Zone are also classified in the Military Installation Overlay Zone, the requirements of both zones shall
apply. Where requirements of the D-D-O Zone and M-I-O Zone conflict, the more restrictive of the requirements
shall apply.
(CB-8-2000; CB-2-2010; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.22. - Uses.
(a)
The uses allowed on property in a Development District Overlay Zone shall be the same as those allowed in the
underlying zone in which the property is classified, except as modified by Development District Standards
approved by the District Council.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this Section, any other provision of the Zoning Ordinance, or
any applicable provision within an approved comprehensive plan, a Hospital is a permitted use in the M-X-T/DD-O Zone.
(c)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, or any other applicable provision within the Development
District Standards for an approved Development District Overlay Zone, a Medical Cannabis Grower, Medical
Cannabis Processor, or Medical Cannabis Dispensary use shall be permitted or prohibited in accordance with the
prescriptions of this Subtitle for the underlying zone in which the property is classified.
(d)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subtitle, or any other applicable provision within the Development
District Standards for an approved Development District Overlay Zone, a "Tourist Home" as an "Accessory
Use" to a "Dwelling" shall be permitted or prohibited in accordance with the requirements of this Subtitle for the
underlying zone in which the property is classified.
(e)
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Development District Standards may limit land uses or general use types allowed in the underlying zone where
the uses are incompatible with, or detrimental to, the goals of the Development District and purposes of the DD-O Zone. Development District Standards may allow uses prohibited in the underlying zone where the uses are
compatible with the goals of the Development District and purposes of the D-D-O Zone.
(f)
A table of uses shall be incorporated within each Development District Overlay Zone clearly showing all uses in
the underlying zone that will be permitted, prohibited, or otherwise restricted pursuant to Section 27-548.23,
Development District Standards, of this Division.
(CB-8-2000; CB-71-2004; CB-5-2007; CB-24-2013; CB-101-2013; CB-12-2015; CB-5-2016; CB-10-2018)
Editor's note— Section 4 of CB-10-2018 (DR-3) provides that the provisions pertaining to Tourist Homes as
Accessory Uses shall take effect on October 1, 2019.
Sec. 27-548.23. - Development District Standards.
(a)
In general, Development District Overlay Zone regulations shall be the same as those in the underlying zone in
which property is classified, except as modified by Development District Standards approved by the District
Council, in a Sectional Map Amendment, in a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment, or in a
later amendment of adopted standards. The use of Development District Standards in each Development District
Overlay Zone is intended to allow flexibility in the development review process and foster high-quality
development through application of design guidelines and standards which promote the purposes of the Master
Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan.
(b)
Development District Standards may modify density regulations only to meet the goals of the Development
District and the purposes of the D-D-O Zone. Development District Standards may not permit density in excess
of the maximum permitted in the underlying zone.
(c)
The location, size, height, design, lot coverage of structures, parking and loading, signs, open space, and other
regulations may be specified in the text, concept plans, and maps in the Development District Standards. The
regulations in the underlying zone may be modified by the Development District Standards only to meet the
goals of the Development District and the purposes of the D-D-O Zone.
(d)
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of development shall conform to Landscape Manual requirements.
Specific landscaping, screening, and buffering also may be required by the Development District Standards.
Development District Standards may require specific landscaping, screening, and buffering, but only to meet the
goals of the Development District and the purposes of the D-D-O Zone.
(e)
The Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan may specify the location and size of proposed roads
and transit facilities.
(f)
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Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c) of this Section, in furtherance of the core vision, purposes, and
specific goals of an approved Development District to locate a regional medical center health campus as a major
public health institution, and pursuant to its site plan application for development of parcels of property within a
Development District Overlay Zone bound by the Capital Beltway right-of-way, Arena Drive, and the north side
of the Blue Line Metrorail track line, filed, accepted, and permitted prior to December 31, 2021, an applicant
may request a one-story departure (reduction) from the applicable Minimum Height requirements set forth in the
Development District Standards.
(g)
Where a property lies in both the M-I-O Zone and a D-D-O Zone, the maximum permitted height of structures
shall be the more restrictive of the Development District Standards and Section 27-548.54, whichever maximum
permitted height is lower.
(CB-8-2000; CB-5-2007; CB-5-2014; CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.24. - Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan.
(a)
For every Development District Overlay Zone, a Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan shall be
prepared in accordance with the master plan procedures set forth in Part 13, which may include the following
elements:
(1)
Overall recommendations;
(2)
Subarea recommendations;
(3)
Illustrative concept plans;
(4)
Plan maps.
(b)
The Development District Overlay Zone shall be applied through the Sectional Map Amendment process, in
accordance with the procedures in Part 3, Division 4.
(c)
Development District Standards shall be prepared for each Development District Overlay Zone. Development
District Standards shall be stated in a Sectional Map Amendment and conform generally to recommendations in
the applicable Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan.
(CB-8-2000)
Sec. 27-548.25. - Site Plan Approval.
(a)
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Prior to issuance of any grading permit for undeveloped property or any building permit in a Development
District, a Detailed Site Plan for individual development shall be approved by the Planning Board in accordance
with Part 3, Division 9. Site plan submittal requirements for the Development District shall be stated in the
Development District Standards. The applicability section of the Development District Standards may exempt
from site plan review or limit the review of specific types of development or areas of the Development District.
(b)
In approving the Detailed Site Plan, the Planning Board shall find that the site plan meets applicable
Development District Standards.
(c)
If the applicant so requests, the Planning Board may apply development standards which differ from the
Development District Standards, most recently approved or amended by the District Council, unless the
Sectional Map Amendment text specifically provides otherwise. The Planning Board shall find that the alternate
Development District Standards will benefit the development and the Development District and will not
substantially impair implementation of the Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan.
(d)
Special Exception procedures shall apply to uses within a Development District as provided herein. Uses which
would normally require a Special Exception in the underlying zone shall be permitted uses only if the
Development District Standards so provide within a table of uses, and such uses shall instead be subject to site
plan review by the Planning Board. Development District Standards may restrict or prohibit any such uses. The
Planning Board shall find in its approval of the site plan that the use complies with all applicable Development
District Standards, meets the general Special Exception standards in Section 27-317(a)(1), (4), (5), and (6), and
conforms to the recommendations in the Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan.
(e)
If a use would normally require a variance or departure, separate application shall not be required, but the
Planning Board shall find in its approval of the site plan that the variance or departure conforms to all applicable
Development District Standards.
(CB-8-2000; CB-5-2007; CB-24-2013)
Sec. 27-548.26. - Amendment of Approved Development District Overlay Zone.
(a)
District Council.
(1)
The following amendments to development requirements within the Development District may be initiated and
approved by the District Council through the minor plan and Development District Overlay amendment
procedure in accordance with Section 27-642 of this Subtitle:
(A)
Changes to the boundary of the D-D-O Zone; and
(B)
Changes to the underlying zones, the list of allowed uses, or the Development District Standards.
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(2)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), above, at the written request of a municipality in which
development district property is located, the District Council may modify the Development District Standards
under the following procedures. The District Council shall direct the Planning Board to prepare the amendment
and shall specify which Development District Standards should be reviewed.
(A)
For hearing procedures in general, the Planning Board and District Council shall follow the requirements in Part
3, Division 9, for Conceptual Site Plans as found in Sections 27-276(a)(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7); and 27-276(d).
Review by the District Council shall follow the procedures in Section 27-280. Notice of the Planning Board's
hearing shall be sent by first-class mail to all municipalities with development district property, all parties of
record in the Sectional Map Amendment, and all property owners within the area specified in the District
Council's direction;
(B)
Planning Board staff must prepare a report and recommendation. The Planning Board shall hold a public
hearing, file its decision with the Clerk of the Council, and send copies to persons of record of this amendment
process within fifty (50) days of the receipt of the District Council's direction to the Planning Board;
(C)
In order to approve an amendment of the Development District Standards the Planning Board shall make the
following findings:
(i)
The amendment is in compliance with the goals of the Development District; and
(ii)
The amendment is in conformance with the purposes of the D-D-O Zone.
(3)
The following amendments to development requirements within the Development District may be approved by
the District Council through Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendments for Development Districts
in the M-I-O Zone, in accordance with Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 8 of this Subtitle:
(A)
Changes to the boundary of the D-D-O Zone; and
(B)
Changes to the Development District Standards where previously approved standards conflict with the
requirements of the M-I-O Zone.
(b)
Property Owner.
(1)
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Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), above, a property owner may request that the District Council
amend development requirements for the owner's property, as follows:
(A)
An owner of property in, adjoining, or separated only by a right-of-way from the Development District may
request changes to the boundary of the approved D-D-O Zone.
(B)
An owner of property in the Development District may request changes to the underlying zones or the list of
allowed uses, as modified by the Development District Standards.
(i)
A request for changes to the underlying zone or list of allowed uses may include requested amendments to the
applicable Development District Standards for the applicable D-D-O Zone.
(ii)
In determining whether to approve such amendments to the Development District Standards, the District Council
shall find that the amended standards will benefit the proposed development, will further the purposes of the
applicable Development District, and will not substantially impair implementation of any applicable Master Plan
or Sector Plan.
(2)
The owner's application shall include:
(A)
A statement showing that the proposed development conforms with the purposes and recommendations for the
Development District, as stated in the Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan;
(B)
A description of any requested amendments to the Development District Standards applicable to a qualifying
development proposal; and
(C)
A site plan, either the Detailed Site Plan required by Section 27-548.25 or a Conceptual Site Plan.
(3)
Filing and review of the application shall follow the site plan review procedures in Part 3, Division 9, except as
modified in this Section. The Technical Staff shall review and submit a report on the application, and the
Planning Board shall hold a public hearing and submit a recommendation to the District Council. Before final
action the Council may remand the application to the Planning Board for review of specific issues.
(4)
An application may be amended at any time. A request to amend an application shall be filed and reviewed in
accordance with Section 27-145.
(5)
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The District Council may approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove any amendment requested by a
property owner under this Section. In approving an application and site plan, the District Council shall find that
the proposed development conforms with the purposes and recommendations for the Development District, as
stated in the Master Plan, Master Plan Amendment, or Sector Plan, meets applicable site plan requirements, and
does not otherwise substantially impair the implementation of any comprehensive plan applicable to the subject
development proposal.
(6)
If a Conceptual Site Plan is approved with an application, the owner may not obtain permits without an approved
Detailed Site Plan.
(CB-8-2000; CB-5-2007; CB-35-2015; CB-42-2015; CB-26-2018)
Sec. 27-548.26.01. - Car Sharing in the Development District Overlay Zone.
For development proposals within a Metro or light rail station that is existing, is funded for future construction,
or has final design approval, parking requirements may be reduced based on development density for each
parking space designated for a car-sharing vehicle by Memorandum of Understanding between a car sharing
corporation or company and the development applicant. The reduction shall not exceed fifteen (15%) percent of
the total minimum required parking spaces for Development District Overlay Zones. The reduction shall be
determined during the development review process and in accordance with the below chart:
Location

The maximum number of parking
spaces that may be reduced per each
designated car-share

Buildings within ¼ mile of a Metro or Light Rail Station

8

Buildings within ½ mile from a Metro Station or Light Rail Station

6

(CB-51-2011)
DIVISION 4. - A-C-O (ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION OVERLAY) ZONE.
Sec. 27-548.27. - Introduction.
The Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone is intended to ensure that development and redevelopment of land
within each designated Architectural Conservation District maintains the District's architectural character. The
Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone is a mapped zone superimposed over other zones within each District.
Development in a District is subject to Planning Board approval of a Detailed Site Plan, to show compliance
with design regulations in an approved Architectural Conservation Plan for the District.
(CB-27-2001)
Sec. 27-548.28. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of the Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone are:
(1)
To preserve and protect the architectural or design character of neighborhoods;
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(2)
To retain affordable housing;
(3)
To promote appropriate new construction;
(4)
To preserve and stabilize neighborhoods and their property values;
(5)
To protect desirable and unique physical features of existing residential and commercial properties;
(6)
To promote economic revitalization and maintain continued economic vitality of neighborhoods;
(7)
To attract quality investment and encourage land development which complements and enhances the character of
neighborhoods; and
(8)
To ensure that development within designated Architectural Conservation Districts maintains well-planned
urban design relationships with their neighborhoods and adjoining areas.
(CB-27-2001)
Sec. 27-548.29. - Relationship to other zones; uses and regulations.
(a)
The Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone imposes design regulations within other zones on the Zoning
Map, to modify requirements in those zones in each designated Architectural Conservation District. Zoning
regulations modified by Architectural Conservation Plan design regulations must be designated specifically in
each District's Architectural Conservation Plan. Other regulations are not affected.
(b)
The Architectural Conservation Overlay Zone may not be superimposed over the R-O-S, O-S, R-A, R-E, V-L,
R-L or V-M Zones.
(c)
Uses permitted on property in an Architectural Conservation District are the same as those permitted in the
property's underlying zone.
(CB-27-2001)
Sec. 27-548.30. - Criteria for Designating an Architectural Conservation District.
(a)
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Each Architectural Conservation District shall have properties with distinct, unifying elements or characteristics,
design or other physical features which mark or identify the properties making up the District.
(b)
Before it designates an Architectural Conservation District, the District Council shall find:
(1)
At least 75% of the developable lots within the District have been developed.
(2)
More than 50% of the structures in the District exhibit characteristics or contain features unique to the District,
characteristics or features identified in the Architectural Conservation Plan.
(CB-27-2001)
Sec. 27-548.31. - Building permits within Architectural Conservation Districts; Limited Detailed Site Plans.
(a)
In each Architectural Conservation District, the Architectural Conservation Plan's requirements as to building
height and massing, building materials, facade treatments and architectural expression, siting, setbacks,
landscaping, fences and walls, accessory structures, lighting, paving materials, and signs shall constitute the
design regulations for development. Properties and development shall comply with all zoning regulations not
modified by the design regulations. Properties or development exempted from the design regulations shall meet
all regulations in the underlying zone or zones.
(b)
A Limited Detailed Site Plan for Architectural Conservation shall be approved by the Planning Board in
accordance with requirements in this Division and in Part 3, Division 9 for single family, duplex, or three-family
residential projects in Architectural Conservation Districts whose scope of work exceeds twenty percent (20%)
of the gross floor area of the existing residential structure on the property. This requirement shall include
projects proposing new construction for a property.
(c)
A Limited Detailed Site Plan application for one or more adjoining residential lots may be filed by the property
owner or the owner's authorized representative. The application shall give all information required by the
approved Architectural Conservation District Plan, which shall include, at a minimum, the following:
(1)
The location, floor area, and building type of each existing and proposed building on the property and on each
adjoining property.
(2)
Elevations for each facade for existing and proposed buildings or additions or alterations on the property.
(3)
A schedule of exterior finishes for existing and proposed buildings or additions or alterations on the property.
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(4)
A statement describing the architectural character of the proposed buildings and the reasons for the applicant's
choices.
(d)
Before it approves a Limited Detailed Site Plan for Architectural Conservation, the Planning Board shall
consider the recommendations of the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee and find that the
site plan meets all requirements and recommendations in the Architectural Conservation Plan for the District.
(e)
Proposed single family residential building or redevelopment projects that require a building or grading permit
whose scope of work alters the gross floor area of the existing structure on the property by twenty percent (20%)
or less, or proposes alterations to the architectural elevations exclusive of maintenance to the existing residential
structure on the property may be approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement with
the advice and consent of the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee.
(f)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee is advisory to the Planning Director and is assisted
by staff from the Planning Department. The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee is composed
of either five (5) or seven (7) members. Each member of the Committee serves for a two-year term. For an
Architectural Conservation District located within the boundaries of a municipal corporation in the County, the
Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee membership shall be recommended by the respective
municipal body to the Planning Board for approval. Further, a municipality may designate certain experts or
occupations' representatives for membership on the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee.
Municipalities shall provide staff assistance to the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee
located within its boundaries. If other design review committees, such as a Mixed-Use Town Center Design
Review Committee already exist, the same members of the existing committee(s) may serve concurrently on an
Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee.
(g)
Architectural Conservation District Authorizations for projects altering twenty percent (20%) or less of the gross
floor area or proposing alterations exclusive of maintenance to the architectural elevations of the existing
structure in an Architectural Conservation District shall contain the following:
(1)
An Architectural Sketch Plan showing the footprint of all buildings and other site features such as trees, shrubs,
fences, etc.;
(2)
A statement of the nature of the work and that it comports with all of the zoning requirements of the underlying
zone;
(3)
Sketches or drawings of the proposed work including the dimensions, design, color and materials.
(4)
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Other submittals deemed necessary by the Architecture Design Review Committee in order to complete a
review.
(CB-27-2001; CB-5-2012; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-548.31.01. - Requirements for Architectural Conservation District Authorization.
(a)
An Architectural Conservation District Authorization for work on privately-owned single family dwellings,
duplexes, and three-family dwellings within an Architectural Conservation District shall be obtained pursuant to
the provisions of this Subtitle before making exterior alterations.
(b)
Exemptions. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to require the issuance of an Architectural Conservation
District Authorization for any ordinary maintenance, repair of architectural elevations, customary farming
operations, or landscaping which will have no material effect on the architectural features of the structure or
property. For purposes of clarification of this Subsection, each Architectural Conservation District plan shall
include guidelines regarding what activities constitute ordinary maintenance.
(CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-548.31.02. - Application for Architectural Conservation District Authorization.
Application for issuance of an Architectural Conservation Authorization shall be filed with the municipality in
which the Architectural Conservation District is located. The application shall provide such information as is
deemed necessary by the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee for its proper evaluation and
action upon the application in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle. Completed applications shall be
submitted to the Design Review Committee within the municipality in which the Architectural Conservation
District is located.
(CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-548.31.03. - Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee Procedure for Review of
Architectural Conservation District Authorization not Requiring Detailed Site Plan.
(a)
Upon receipt of an application, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall schedule and
advertise a public appearance within thirty (30) calendar days to consider the application.
(b)
After scheduling a public appearance, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall forward a
notice of the public appearance to the applicant, the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement,
adjoining property owners, and those citizens or organizations which the Architectural Conservation Design
Review Committee determines may have an interest in the proceedings.
(c)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall review the application for an authorization and
any other materials provided by the applicant along with any written comments provided by other interested
persons, including those of any municipality in which the property is located.
(d)
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At the public appearance, the procedures shall be informal and formal rules of evidence shall not be applicable.
Interested persons shall be encouraged to comment and minutes of the proceedings shall be kept.
(e)
At the conclusion of the public appearance, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall find
that the proposed application is in conformance with the Plan, guidelines, standards, and preserves the character
of the neighborhood and shall recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the Architectural
Conservation District Authorization by majority vote. Rather than take a formal vote, the committee may by
majority vote decide to continue the proceedings for up to fourteen (14) days beyond the initial thirty (30) day
review period; however, with consent of the applicant, the Architectural Conservation Design Review
Committee may grant additional continuances of the public appearance before making its final decision.
(f)
Within seven (7) working days after the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee takes a final vote
on the application, it shall publish its findings, conclusions, and decision.
(g)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee's decision shall instruct the municipality to:
(1)
Issue the authorization;
(2)
Issue the authorization upon the satisfaction of any conditions necessary to ensure conformance with the
provisions and purposes of this Subdivision; or
(3)
Deny the authorization, giving reasons and notify the applicant in writing stating what changes are required for
approval.
(h)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee's findings, conclusions, and decision shall be mailed
to the applicant and sent to the Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, any appropriate
municipality and, upon request, any other interested person.
(i)
The failure of the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee to act on an application within the time
periods specified in this Section shall be construed as approval for the municipality to issue the authorization
without comment. The time period for Committee action may be extended with the written consent of the
applicant.
(CB-5-2012; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-548.31.04. - Procedure for Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee to Review
Architectural Conservation District Authorization Requiring a Limited Detailed Site Plan.
(a)
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When a Limited Detailed Site Plan is required for a proposed project in the Architectural Conservation District
pursuant to Section 27-548.31 of this Subtitle, the Limited Detailed Site Plan process set forth in Section 27-286
of this Subtitle is followed, but the process will allow the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee
to review and consider the application in order to make recommendations to the Planning Board. The Planning
Director shall forward copies of the application, and all attachments thereto, to the Architectural Conservation
Design Review Committee, and any appropriate municipality for their review and comments. Any comments
which the municipality may wish to make shall be submitted, in writing, to the Committee prior to the public
appearance.
(b)
Upon receipt of an application, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall schedule a
public appearance within twenty-one (21) days to consider the application.
(c)
After scheduling a public appearance, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall forward a
notice of public appearance to the applicant, the Planning Director, adjoining property owners, and those citizens
or organizations which the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee determines may have an
interest in the proceedings.
(d)
At the public appearance, the procedures shall be informal and formal rules of evidence shall not be applicable.
Interested persons shall be encouraged to comment and minutes of the proceedings shall be kept.
(e)
At the conclusion of the public appearance, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee shall find
that the proposed application is in conformance with the Plan, guidelines, standards, and preserves the character
of the neighborhood and shall recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the Limited Detailed
Site Plan by majority vote. Rather than take a formal vote, the committee may by majority vote decide to
continue the proceedings for up to fourteen (14) days beyond the initial thirty (30) day review period; however,
with consent of the applicant, the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee may grant additional
continuances of the public appearance before making its final decision.
(f)
Within seven (7) working days after the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee takes the final
vote on the application, it shall publish its findings, conclusions, and decision.
(g)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee's decision shall recommend that the Planning Board:
(1)
Approve the application;
(2)
Approve the application with conditions; or
(3)
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Disapprove the application, giving reasons and notify the applicant in writing stating what changes are required
for approval.
(h)
The Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee's findings, conclusions, and decision shall be mailed
to the applicant, the Planning Board, adjoining property owners, any appropriate municipality, and, upon
request, to any other interested person.
(i)
Failure of the Architectural Conservation Design Review Committee to act on an application within the time
periods prescribed in this Section shall be construed as approval for the Planning Board to proceed on the
application for Limited Detailed Site Plan without comment.
(j)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections (a) through (i) of this Section, an application that is subject to the
requirements for a Limited Detailed Site Plan that has already been reviewed by the final reviewing authority is
not subject to Design Review Committee review at the time of permit.
(CB-5-2012)
Sec. 27-548.31.05. - Municipal Enforcement of Architectural Conservation District Authorization.
The provisions of all Architectural Conservation District Authorizations within Architectural Conservation
Districts shall be enforced by the municipal corporations in which the Architectural Conservation District is
located. As such, the municipality shall adopt appropriate ordinances for the establishment of Architectural
Conservation District Authorizations, as well as the municipal enforcement of Architectural Conservation
District Authorizations.
(CB-5-2012)
PART 10B. - AIRPORT COMPATIBILITY.
DIVISION 1. - AVIATION POLICY AREAS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-548.32. - Introduction.
(a)
Aviation Policy Areas (APAs) are intended to establish a standard of safety and compatibility for the occupants
of land in the immediate vicinity of airports with traffic patterns over land in Prince George's County. These
standards benefit existing airport-area residents, future residents, nearby businesses, pilots, and airport operators.
(b)
The Aviation Policy Area regulations identify permitted, prohibited, and site plan approval uses for each of six
defined APAs adjacent to each airport. They also set development standards and guidelines that supplement or
supercede other Zoning Ordinance regulations, as long as the airport is active and licensed for public use by the
Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA).
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.33. - Purposes.
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(a)
The purposes of the Aviation Policy Areas are to provide special regulations for the development of land which
may be affected by operations at airports in order to:
(1)
Encourage compatible land use around airports;
(2)
Mitigate nuisances and hazards associated with airport operations;
(3)
Protect people and structures in critical areas surrounding airports;
(4)
Ensure the protection of airspace around airports, in accordance with Federal
Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77, Surfaces;
(5)
Allow owners around airports reasonable use of their property; and
(6)
Provide property owners with flexibility in meeting applicable regulations.
(CB-51-2002)
SUBDIVISION 2. - AVIATION POLICY AREAS.
Sec. 27-548.34. - Category of airport.
(a)
The applicable Aviation Policy Area dimensions correspond to the category of the airport, small or medium,
under these criteria:
(1)
Small airports have all of the following:
(A)
Ownership by a County or State public agency;
(B)
Runway length under two thousand, six hundred fifty (2,650) feet;
(C)
No flight training schools; and
3350/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(D)
No aircraft based there weighing more than eight thousand, five hundred (8,500) pounds.
(2)
Medium airports have one or more of the following:
(A)
Runway length over two thousand, six hundred fifty (2,650) feet, up to four thousand (4,000) feet;
(B)
One or more flight training schools; or
(C)
Aircraft based there weighing up to twelve thousand, five hundred (12,500) pounds.
(b)
Large airports, with runways exceeding four thousand (4,000) feet or aircraft based there weighing more than
twelve thousand, five hundred (12,500) pounds, are not permitted.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.35. - Aviation Policy Area dimensions.
(a)
The following Aviation Policy Area dimensions are uniform for all airport categories:
(1)
APA-1, the Runway Protection Zone, is a trapezoid centered on the runway centerline that starts two hundred
(200) feet from the runway on a line extending one hundred twenty-five (125) feet on either side of the
centerline and extends one thousand (1,000) feet farther out along the centerline. At its farthest point from the
runway, it extends two hundred twenty-five (225) feet on either side of the centerline. Each APA-1 comprises
eight (8) acres. Each runway has two APA-1s, one at each end of the runway, for a total of sixteen (16) acres at
each airport.
(2)
APA-2, the Inner Safety Area, is defined as a rectangle centered on the runway centerline. It abuts APA-1,
extending one thousand, five hundred (1,500) feet farther out along the runway centerline. It extends two
hundred twenty-five (225) feet on either side of the centerline. Each APA-2 comprises sixteen (16) acres. Each
runway has two APA-2s, one at each end of the runway, for a total of thirty-two (32) acres at each airport.
(3)
APA-4, the Outer Safety Area, is defined as a rectangular area abutting APA-2, centered on and parallel to the
extended runway centerline, extending two thousand, five hundred (2,500) feet in length and two hundred
twenty-five (225) feet in width on either side of the centerline. Each APA-4 comprises twenty-six (26) acres.
Each runway has two APA-4s, one at each end of the runway, for a total of approximately fifty-two (52) acres at
each airport.
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(4)
APA-5, the Sideline Safety Area, is defined by two lines on either side of, parallel to, and five hundred (500) feet
from the runway centerline, between the APA-3 areas at each end of the runway. Due to varying runway lengths,
the acreage of each APA-5 differs at each airport, ranging from seventy-three (73) to ninety (90) acres.
(5)
APA-6, the Traffic Pattern Area, is an oblong area with rounded ends, extending five thousand (5,000) feet from
each point along the centerline of the airport runway. The APA-1 through APA-5 areas are excluded from the
area for APA-6.
(b)
The following Aviation Policy Area dimensions apply to small airports:
APA-3S, the Small Airport Inner Turning Area, is located on each side of APA-2 within the area defined by the
extension of the APA-5 Sideline Safety Area boundary (five hundred (500) feet on either side of the runway
centerline) to a distance of two thousand, seven hundred (2,700) feet beyond the end of the runway. Each APA3S area comprises approximately seventeen (17) acres.
(c)
The following Aviation Policy Area dimensions apply to medium airports:
APA-3M, the Medium Airport Inner Turning Area, is a pie-shaped section exclusive of APA-1 and APA-2. A
ninety-degree (90°) angle forms its boundary closest to each runway end. It extends outward at forty-five
degrees (45°) on each side of the extended runway centerline for two thousand, five hundred (2,500) feet. Each
APA-3M comprises approximately ninety (90) acres, for a total of approximately one hundred eighty (180) acres
at each airport. The dimensions and total acreage for APA-3 at Freeway Airport are different due to permanent
restrictions on the airport traffic pattern caused by the PEPCO 500 kv electric transmission lines west of the
airport.
(d)
Figures 72 through 76 at the end of this Subtitle illustrate the Aviation Policy Areas for each airport.
(CB-51-2002)
SUBDIVISION 3. - REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-548.36. - Applicability.
The standards and guidelines in this Subdivision apply to all property within the Aviation Policy Areas at public
use, general aviation airports licensed by the Maryland Aviation Administration. All uses and structures in
designated APAs shall comply with the standards below. Whenever APA regulations conflict with regulations in
the underlying zone, the APA regulations shall apply.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.37. - Procedures.
(a)
Prior to issuance of a building permit in APA-1, APA-2, APA-3S, APA-3M, or APA-5, all new development and
all existing development with a proposed increase in floor area greater than one thousand (1,000) square feet
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shall be reviewed for compliance with APA regulations under Detailed Site Plan procedures in Part 3, Division
9.
(b)
Compliance with APA regulations may be determined by the Planning Board or the District Council
concurrently with any other procedure required by Subtitle 24 or this Subtitle (e.g., Zoning Map Amendment,
Special Exception, Detailed Site Plan). In those cases where compliance has been determined by findings of the
Planning Board or District Council in a resolution or ordinance of approval, further review by a Detailed Site
Plan procedure shall not be required prior to issuance of a building permit, unless otherwise required by the
approving authority.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.38. - Regulated uses in Aviation Policy Areas.
(a)
For an individual property, APA regulations are the same as in the property's underlying zone, except as stated in
this Subdivision.
(b)
Density
(1)
In APA-1: No new residential structures are permitted.
(2)
In APA-2 and APA-5: No new residential structures are permitted, except that one may be located on each lot
recorded before September 1, 2002. Where a plat recorded prior to March 1, 2001, includes a condition requiring
disclosure of a nearby airport, permits may be issued without Detailed Site Plan review. Yards for structures
located outside APA-2 and APA-5 are permitted.
(3)
In APA-3S and APA-3M: 0.2 dwelling units per acre are permitted. If clustered in accordance with APA
mitigation subdivision techniques, 0.5 dwelling units per acre are permitted. One unit may be located on each lot
recorded before September 1, 2002. Where a plat recorded prior to March 1, 2001, includes a condition requiring
disclosure of a nearby airport, permits may be issued without Detailed Site Plan review.
(4)
In APA-4 and APA-6, development densities and intensities are the same as in the underlying zone.
(c)
Building Orientation and Massing
(1)
In APA-1 (where allowed), APA-2 (where allowed), APA-3S, APA-3M, and APA-5, all structures except those
used for airport operations shall be located as far from the runway centerline as possible, after compliance with
applicable yard and setback requirements.
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(2)
In APA-2, APA-3S, APA-3M, and APA-5, development on a lot shall not exceed a floor area ratio (FAR) of
0.25.
(3)
Land in any APA may be used as part of a lot or to satisfy open space requirements for cluster, lot size
averaging, or APA mitigation subdivision development, for any property located in more than one APA.
(4)
In APA-1, APA-2, APA-3S, APA-3M, or APA-5, land area subject to residential development restrictions should
be a preferred sending area, under applicable transfer of development rights regulations.
(d)
Use Restrictions
(1)
In APA-1, APA-2, APA-3S, APA-3M, and APA-5, assisted living and day care facilities, hospitals, nursing and
care homes, and public and private schools are prohibited.
(2)
Storage above ground of flammable materials or other hazardous substances is prohibited in APA-1 and APA-2.
(3)
In all APAs, uses of land should, to the greatest extent possible, not:
(A)
Cause electrical interference with navigational signals or radio communications at the airport or with radio or
electronic communications between the airport and aircraft;
(B)
Emit fly ash, dust, vapor, gases, or particulate matter that may conflict with operation of the airport;
(C)
Foster a substantial increase in bird population;
(D)
Make it difficult for pilots to distinguish between airport lights and other lights, or impair pilot or ground
operator visibility in the vicinity of an airport; or
(E)
Otherwise endanger the landing, taking off, or maneuvering of aircraft.
(e)
Exceptions
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(1)
Land uses and structures in existence on September 1, 2002, are not required to be modified to meet APA
regulations, and no such use or structure shall be deemed nonconforming. But after that date, no use or structure
may be changed to increase substantially its nonconformance with the regulations. All such changes of use or
structure after that date shall meet all APA regulations, as approved or as amended under procedures in Division
2.
(f)
Existing restrictions on aircraft operations at individual airports, and the ability to impose and enforce new
restrictions on the operation of aircraft, may be taken into account by the Planning Board and District Council
during review of development applications in any areas subject to APA regulations.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.39. - Aviation Policy Area site plan requirements.
(a)
For property in APA-1, APA-2, APA-3S, APA-3M, or APA-5, an application for approval of a permit, site plan,
preliminary plat, Special Exception, or Zoning Map Amendment shall include the following:
(1)
A clearly delineated site plan showing the location of the project in relation to the Runway Protection Zone
(APA-1), the Inner Safety Area (APA-2), the Inner Turning Area (APA-3S and APA-3M), and the Sideline
Safety Area (APA-5); and
(2)
The location and height of all proposed buildings, structures, and natural vegetation as measured from the
closest runway end, when located within the Runway Protection Zone (APA-1), Inner Safety Area (APA-2),
Inner Turning Area (APA-3S or APA-3M), or Sideline Safety Area (APA-5).
(b)
In APA-4, APA-5, or APA-6, every application shall demonstrate compliance with height restrictions in this
Subdivision.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.40. - Aviation Policy Area mitigation residential subdivision.
(a)
Residential property affected by APA building or density restrictions shall be allowed to subdivide or
resubdivide so that potential lots affected by APA building restrictions are relocated to other parts of the property
or to other property in an APA. An APA mitigation subdivision need not lie adjacent to or within the same APA
as the affected property.
(1)
Yield: The maximum allowed number of residential lots shall be determined by submission of a conceptual
subdivision plan that could be approved under existing zoning if the property were not located in an APA. In this
determination, the availability of public sewer or septic sites, floodplains, steep slopes, road grades and
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requirements, woodland conservation, stormwater management, park dedication, and all other regulations that
affect development density shall be considered. The conceptual plan may be submitted as a pre-preliminary plan
or as part of a preliminary plat of subdivision.
(2)
Design: To the greatest extent possible, the APA mitigation subdivision shall be designed to accommodate the
maximum development yield determined in the conceptual subdivision plan, for compliance with appropriate
APA restrictions and consistency with the character of the district in which the property is located, as established
by the Master Plan or the purposes of the existing zoning category. The preliminary subdivision plat and the site
plan shall establish the development regulations for each site, including without limitation lot dimensions, lot
coverage, and yard and setback requirements. Only single-family detached dwellings are permitted in an airport
mitigation subdivision in single-family residential zones.
(3)
Exceptions: Residentially zoned property owned by the airport in APA-1 or APA-5 shall be considered as an
essential part of the airport operation and shall not qualify for any transfer of residential density by an APA
mitigation subdivision, lot size averaging subdivision, or cluster subdivision, whichever may apply.
(4)
Resubdivisions: If resubdivided solely to meet APA purposes or requirements, preliminary and final plats
approved by September 1, 2002, are exempt, at the time of resubdivision, from adequate public facilities
requirements.
(b)
In the M-X-C Zone, a revision to a Preliminary Development Plan, Comprehensive Sketch Plan, or Final
Development Plan requested solely to meet APA purposes or requirements may be approved by the Planning
Board, subject to appeal to the District Council. Any appeal of such an approval is limited to the issue of
compliance with APA purposes or requirements.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.41. - Open area guidelines.
(a)
The objective of open area guidelines around airports is to provide strategically located areas under flight paths,
to permit a successful emergency landing without hitting an occupied structure and to allow aircraft occupants to
survive the landing without serious injury. Open area in Aviation Policy Areas generally refers to stormwater
management ponds, field crops, golf courses, pasture lands, streets or parking lots, recreational facilities such as
ball parks, or yards, if the area is relatively level and free of objects such as overhead lines and large trees and
poles. Because a pilot's discretion in selecting an emergency landing site is reduced when the aircraft is at low
altitude, open areas should be one or more contiguous acres.
(b)
In each Aviation Policy Area, the following minimum open area percentages should be retained:
(1)
APA-1, Runway Protection Zone: Maintain all undeveloped land in open space in accordance with FAA
standards.
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(2)
APA-2, Inner Safety Area: fifty percent (50%) open area.
(3)
APA-3S, APA-3M, Inner Turning Area: twenty percent (20%) open area.
(4)
APA-4, Outer Safety Area: thirty percent (30%) open area.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.42. - Height requirements.
(a)
Except as necessary and incidental to airport operations, no building, structure, or natural feature shall be
constructed, altered, maintained, or allowed to grow so as to project or otherwise penetrate the airspace surfaces
defined by Federal Aviation Regulations Part 77 or the Code of Maryland, COMAR 11.03.05, Obstructions to
Air Navigation.
(b)
In APA-4 and APA-6, no building permit may be approved for a structure higher than fifty (50) feet unless the
applicant demonstrates compliance with FAR Part 77.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.43. - Notification of airport environment.
(a)
In all APAs after September 1, 2002, the General Aviation Airport Environment Disclosure Notice, in a form
approved by the Planning Board, shall be included as an addendum to the contract for sale of any residential
property.
(b)
Every zoning, subdivision, and site plan application that requires approval by the Planning Board, Zoning
Hearing Examiner, or District Council for a property located partially or completely within an Aviation Policy
Area shall be subject to the following conditions:
(1)
Developments with a homeowners' association: Prior to final plat approval, the Declaration of Covenants for the
property, in conjunction with the formation of a homeowners' association, shall include language notifying all
future contract purchasers of homes in the community of the existence of a general aviation airport within
approximately one mile of the community. The Declaration of Covenants shall include the General Aviation
Airport Environment Disclosure Notice. At the time of purchase contract with home buyers, the contract
purchaser shall sign an acknowledgment of receipt of the Declaration. The liber and folio of the recorded
Declaration of Covenants shall be noted on the final plat.
(2)
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Developments without a homeowners' association: A disclosure clause shall be placed on final plats and deeds
for all properties that notifies prospective purchasers that the property has been identified as within
approximately one mile of a general aviation airport. The disclosure clause shall include the cautionary language
from the General Aviation Airport Environment Disclosure Notice.
(c)
An application to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement for a building or use and
occupancy permit for a property located partially or completely within an APA shall, if submitted by or on
behalf of a prospective or contract purchaser and not subject to approval under (b)(1) or (b)(2) above, be
accompanied by a copy of the General Aviation Airport Environment Disclosure Notice signed by the purchaser.
(CB-51-2002; CB-29-2014)
DIVISION 2. - AMENDMENT OF REGULATIONS.
Sec. 27-548.44. - Applicability.
This Division sets out procedures for amendment of Aviation Policy Area (APA) regulations in Division 1,
Subdivision 3, as they apply to individual properties.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.45. - General procedures for amendments.
A proposed amendment to Aviation Policy Area regulations for one property is requested by the property owner,
reviewed by the Technical Staff, reviewed in public hearing before the Planning Board, and acted on by the
District Council, with or without referral to the Zoning Hearing Examiner.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.46. - Application procedures.
(a)
A property owner requesting an amendment of Aviation Policy Area regulations for the owner's property shall
file a Detailed Site Plan application with the Planning Board.
(b)
The application shall also include:
(1)
Proposed restrictions on building height and location on the subject property;
(2)
A statement how current APA regulations affect the subject property and how the proposed amendment meets
the purposes of the APA; and
(3)
A statement why the proposed amendment is necessary, because of practical difficulties on the property, the
characteristics of the particular airport or its flight patterns, the substantial difference between uses or densities
allowed on the property with and without the amendment, or otherwise.
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(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.47. - Planning Board procedures.
The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the application and file a recommendation with the District
Council. The Board shall follow the procedures in Part 3, Division 9, and apply the standards in this Division.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.48. - District Council procedures.
(a)
The District Council may act on an application to amend Aviation Policy Area regulations for an individual
property by approving it, in whole or in part, with or without conditions; by approving regulations or a site plan
different from that proposed in the application; by denying it; or by referring it to the Zoning Hearing Examiner
for review of specific issues.
(b)
If an application concerns property which is the subject of other requests before the Planning Board, Zoning
Hearing Examiner, or District Council, it may not be heard by the Council while other applications are pending
before the Examiner or the Board. In all cases, except as otherwise provided below, the Examiner shall hear the
application under this Division if the property is the subject of an Examiner hearing for any other application.
(c)
The Examiner shall follow the procedures in this Section when reviewing an application referred by the District
Council under this Division. The Examiner shall give priority in scheduling to all such cases.
(1)
The Council's referral order shall state the issues the Examiner must review. The Technical Staff Report may be
amended, if necessary, before the Examiner's hearing begins, to address those issues and update the report in the
file.
(2)
The property shall be posted and notice shall otherwise be given in accordance with the procedures for
conventional Zoning Map Amendments in Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 1. The Examiner shall follow the
same hearing procedures as those in map amendment cases.
(3)
In the decision the Examiner shall address and make recommended findings on the issues in the referral order
and the approval standards given below. After the Examiner's decision is filed with the Clerk of the Council, the
case shall be placed on the District Council's agenda and decided under the same procedures as apply in map
amendment cases.
(4)
Any person who was not a party of record when the record closed prior to the referral order may become a party
of record after the referral, until the close of the record by the Examiner. After the filing of the Examiner's
decision, any party of record may file exceptions and request oral argument, under the same procedures as apply
in map amendment cases.
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(d)
The Council may not approve an application unless it finds:
(1)
The owner's proposed use meets the purposes of the APA regulations, as stated in Part 10B, Division 1;
(2)
The proposed use will not create more hazards to public safety than would uses permitted by existing
regulations;
(3)
The amendment is necessary because special conditions or circumstances on the subject property or the adjacent
airport create practical difficulties for the owner in complying with current regulations or make some regulations
unnecessary; and
(4)
The Detailed Site Plan filed with the application may be approved under the design standards and requirements
in Part 3, Division 9.
(e)
The owner and Council shall follow the procedures (but not the standards) for conditional Zoning Map
Amendment approval in Part 3, Division 2, Subdivision 1, whenever an application is approved with conditions.
(CB-51-2002)
Sec. 27-548.49. - Site Plan revisions.
(a)
After Aviation Policy Area regulations are amended for an individual property, the approved site plan may be
revised under the Detailed Site Plan procedures in Part 3, Division 9.
(b)
The Planning Board may not approve a revision of a site plan unless the revised plan meets all APA regulations,
as amended for the property. Further amendment of the regulations may be approved only after full review under
the procedures in this Division.
(CB-51-2002)
PART 10C. - MILITARY INSTALLATION OVERLAY ZONE.
Sec. 27-548.50. - Introduction.
(a)
The 2009 Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington Joint Land Use Study ("JLUS"), representing a
partnership between Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington ("Joint Base Andrews" or "the base "),
Prince George's County and the local community, identifies land uses that impair, or are incompatible with, the
mission of Joint Base Andrews. In addition, the JLUS identifies several impacts of air operations, such as noise
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and increased exposure to the potential for an air accident, which adversely affect the public safety, health, and
welfare of communities surrounding Joint Base Andrews, including residential, commercial and employment
areas. The JLUS recommends strategies to address the impacts resulting from incompatible land uses and base
activities, including, but not limited to:
(1)
downzoning impacted residential zones;
(2)
discouraging mixed-use zones to avoid intensification;
(3)
the establishment of a Military Installation Overlay Zone.
(b)
The Military Installation Overlay Zone establishes standards of use, design, and construction for development in
the vicinity of Joint Base Andrews impacted by air operations at the base. These standards are intended to
promote the health, safety and welfare of existing and future base-area residents, workers, and surrounding uses
while allowing Joint Base Andrews to fulfill its mission.
(c)
The Military Installation Overlay Zone is based on three areas of constraint: noise, height, and accident
potential. The M-I-O Zone identifies geographic areas where encroachment should be avoided, identifies
prohibited uses, and creates standards for permitted uses that provide for compatibility between the activities at
Joint Base Andrews and in the surrounding neighborhoods.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.51. - Purposes.
The purposes of the Military Installation Overlay Zone are to regulate the development and use of structures and
property in order to promote land uses compatible with operations at Joint Base Andrews; to protect the safety
and welfare of individuals in the area from the adverse impacts associated with high levels of noise from flight
operations and the potential for aircraft accidents associated with proximity to Joint Base Andrews operations.
The intent of the regulations is to recognize the rights of individual property owners while reducing interference
with the military operations at Joint Base Andrews.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.52. - Definitions.
(a)
Words and terms in this Part are defined as follows:
(1)
Accident Potential Zone ("APZ"). APZ I begins at the outer end of the Clear Zone and is 5,000 feet long and
3,000 feet wide. APZ II begins at the outer end of APZ I and is 7,000 feet long and 3,000 feet wide. The
Accident Potential Zones for Joint Base Andrews are illustrated in Figure C "Accident Potential/Clear Zones."
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(2)
Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study ("AICUZ"). A study performed and updated periodically by Air
Force installations to assist local, regional, state, and federal officials in the communities neighboring military
air facilities, such as Joint Base Andrews, by promoting compatible development within areas subject to aircraft
noise and accident potential; and protecting Air Force operational capability from the effects of land use that are
incompatible with aircraft operations. The geography and extent of the Accident Potential Zones, the Clear
Zones, the height surfaces and the noise contours are defined in this study.
(3)
Approach-Departure Clearance Surface. The imaginary surfaces which are symmetrically centered on the
extended runway centerline, beginning as an inclined plane (glide angle) 200 feet beyond each end of the
primary surface, and extending for 50,000 feet. The slope of the approach departure clearance surface is 50:1
until it reaches an elevation of 500 feet above the established airfield elevation, illustrated on Figure A "Height"
as "B". It then continues horizontally at this elevation to a point 50,000 feet from the starting point, illustrated on
Figure A ("Height") as "C." The width of this surface at the runway end is 2,000 feet, flaring uniformly to a
width of 16,000 feet at the end point. The area identified in the 2007 Air Installation Compatible Use Zone
Study and the 2009 Joint Land Use Study as "Imaginary Surface C" is not subject to the provisions of this Part.
(4)
Clear Zone. A corridor symmetrically centered on the runway centerline beginning at the end of the runway and
extending outward 3,000 feet and which has a width of 3,000 feet (1,500 feet to either side of the runway
centerline). The Clear Zones for Joint Base Andrews are illustrated in Figure C, "Accident Potential/Clear
Zones."
(5)
Conical Surface. This is an inclined imaginary surface extending outward and upward from the outer periphery
of the inner horizontal surface for a horizontal distance of 7,000 feet to a height of 500 feet above the established
airfield elevation. The slope of the conical surface is 20:1. The conical surface connects the inner and outer
horizontal surfaces, illustrated on Figure A (Height) as "E."
(6)
High Intensity Noise Areas. Areas impacted by noise levels exceeding 74 dBA Ldn as established by Figure B
(Noise Intensity).
(7)
Imaginary (Height Limit) Surfaces. Primary surface, approach-departure clearance surface, inner horizontal
surface, outer horizontal surface, transitional surface, individually or collectively, as herein defined. According
to CFR 77.25, an object that exceeds this imaginary surface is an Obstruction to Air Navigation.
(8)
Impact Maps. The geographic boundary of the three areas of constraint which are referenced as Figure A
(Height), Figure B (Noise Intensity) and Figure C (Accident Potential/Clear Zones North and South).
(9)
Inner Horizontal Surface. An imaginary surface that is an oval plane at a height of 150 feet above the established
airfield elevation. The inner boundary intersects with the approach-departure clearance surface and the
transitional surface. The outer boundary is formed by scribing arcs with a radius 7,500 feet from the centerline
of each runway end and interconnecting these arcs with tangents, illustrated in Figure A (Height) as "D."
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(10)
Joint Base Andrews Microwave Communications Corridor. The area referenced as Figure D which is comprised
of a 50 foot-wide area between designated military communications facilities at Joint Base Andrews,
Brandywine Receiver Facility and Davidsonville Transmission Site.
(11)
Military Installation Overlay Zone (M-I-O Zone) Area. A defined land area where regulations in Part 10C
modify zoning standards and requirements.
(12)
Noise Contour. One of the series of boundaries illustrated in Figure B showing the increases in the intensity of
noise as measured in Decibels (DBA Ldn),
(13)
Outer Horizontal Surface. This imaginary surface is located 500 feet above the established airfield elevation and
extends outward from the outer periphery of the conical surface for a horizontal distance of 30,000 feet,
illustrated in Figure A (Height) as "F." The area identified in the 2007 Air Installation Compatible Use Zone
Study and the 2009 Joint Land Use Study as "Imaginary Surface F" is not subject to the provisions of this Part.
(14)
Primary Surface. An imaginary surface symmetrically centered on the runway, extending 200 feet beyond each
runway end that defines the limits of the obstruction clearance requirements in the vicinity of the landing area.
The width of the primary surface is 2,000 feet, or 1,000 feet on each side of the runway centerline, illustrated in
Figure A (Height) as "A."
(15)
Safety Zones. Accident Potential Zone 1, Accident Potential Zone 2, and the Clear Zone, individually or
collectively, as defined herein and illustrated in Figure C (Accident Potential/Clear Zones North and South).
(16)
Transitional Surface. An imaginary surface that connects the primary surfaces, the clear zone surfaces, and the
approach/departure clearance surfaces to the inner horizontal surface, conical surface, outer horizontal surface,
or other transitional surfaces. The slope of the transitional surface is 7 to 1 outward and upward at right angles to
the runway centerline, illustrated in Figure A (Height) as "G."
(CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Figures A—C, referenced above, are set out herein at the end of Part 10C.
Sec. 27-548.53. - Applicability.
(a)
Affected Areas. This Part applies to all property regardless of underlying zone or other overlay zone within the
M-I-O Zone.
(b)
Impact Maps.
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(1)
The Impact Maps referenced in this Part establish the geographic boundaries of the M-I-O Zone where the
requirements of this Part are in effect. The Impact Maps are those in the most current Air Installation
Compatible Use Zone Study (AICUZ), as amended from time to time, and are reflected in Figure A (Height),
Figure B (Noise Intensity), Figure C (Accident Potential/Clear Zones North and South) and Figure D (Joint Base
Andrews Microwave Communications Corridor). The Official Impact Maps shall be adopted by the District
Council through a Military Installation Overlay Zoning Map Amendment and shall be on file and available for
review by the public in the Clerk of the Council's office.
(2)
Where a property is affected by more than one Impact Map, the requirements of all applicable Impact Maps
apply. Where any Impact Map requirements conflict, the most stringent requirements shall apply.
(3)
Where a property is split zoned by a boundary of the M-I-O Zone, only that portion of the property within the
M-I-O Zone shall be required to meet the provisions of this Part.
(c)
Development Applications and Permits. This Part applies to the review of all development applications
permitted in this Subtitle, as well as all building permits and use and occupancy permits issued within the M-I-O
Zone.
(d)
Exemptions. The provisions of this Part do not apply to:
(1)
Permits for changes in ownership, name, or occupancy; with no change of use.
(2)
Permits for any grading or infrastructure improvements.
(3)
Permits for any public utility, or private utility for public use.
(4)
Permits issued pursuant to one of the following development approvals, provided that the application was
approved prior to the date of classification of the property into the M-I-O Zone and the validity period for such
approval has not expired:
(A)
A final plat of subdivision approved for single-family detached residential development;
(B)
A preliminary plan of subdivision for development not otherwise requiring a Detailed Site Plan;
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(C)
A Special Exception for development not otherwise requiring a Detailed Site Plan
(D)
A Detailed Site Plan
(E)
A Specific Design Plan
(5)
Permits for fences or walls.
(6)
Alterations requiring a permit of a minor nature pursuant to Section 27-255(c).
(7)
Areas of Prince George's County defined by the 2009 Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington Joint
Land Use Study as Imaginary Surfaces "C" (part of the Approach-Departure Clearance Surface) and "F" (Outer
Horizontal Surface) are not subject to the Provisions of this Part.
(e)
Nonconforming Uses. The following uses shall be considered non-conforming uses:
(1)
Existing uses in the High Intensity Noise Area on the Prohibited Use List in Section 27.548.55(c)(1)(C); and
(2)
Existing uses in the Safety Zones that are either:
(A)
on the Prohibited Use List in Section 27.548.56(a) of this Subtitle; or
(B)
on the Limited Permitted Use List in Section 27.548.56(b) but prohibited in the underlying zone or underlying
overlay zone.
(f)
Nonconforming Structures. All existing structures within the Military Installation Overlay Zone whose height
exceeds the height limits established by the Impact Map for Height are nonconforming structures.
(g)
Where the requirements of the underlying zone are more restrictive than the M-I-O Zone, the most restrictive of
the requirements shall apply.
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(h)
The Requirements for Safety in Section 27-548.56 of this Subtitle apply to principal and accessory or ancillary
uses individually. A use prohibited by Section 27-548.56 of this Subtitle shall not be permitted as a principal,
accessory, or ancillary use.
(CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Figures A—C, referenced above, are set out herein at the end of Part 10C.
Sec. 27-548.54. - Requirements for Height.
(a)
For purposes of the Military Installation Overlay Zone, heights are measured from the base of a structure to the
highest point of any part of the structure, including, but not limited to, antennae, towers, poles, monopoles, or
satellite dishes.
(b)
No development, structure, or alteration of the land shall exceed the height established by the Impact Map for
Height.
(c)
At the time of building permit, a licensed Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise shall certify
that structures do not exceed the height established by the Impact Map for Height, utilizing the formulae and
methodology set forth in this Section.
(d)
Areas of Prince George's County defined by the 2009 Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington Joint
Land Use Study as Imaginary Surfaces "C" (part of the Approach-Departure Clearance Surface) and "F" (Outer
Horizontal Surface) are not subject to the Provisions of this Part.
(e)
The Planning Board shall verify certification of height using the formulae proscribed in this Section as described
below:
(1)
Military Installation Overlay Zone height formulae are based upon the highest elevation of the subject property
in relation to the elevation of the runways at Joint Base Andrews, which are 274 feet above sea level.
(2)
The figures calculated through the measurements in this Section should add the difference in elevation between
the runways at Joint Base Andrews and the highest elevation on the subject property: properties lower than 274
feet in elevation should add this difference in elevation; properties higher than 274 feet in elevation should
subtract this difference in elevation to determine the maximum height:
(A)
Surface A (Primary Surface): No structures permitted.
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(B)
Surface B (Approach-Departure Clearance Surface): Structures shall not exceed a height (in feet) equivalent to
the distance between Surface A and nearest boundary of the subject property, divided by 50.
(C)
Surface D (Inner Horizontal Surface): Structures shall not exceed a height (in feet) equivalent to 150 feet.
(D)
Surface E (Conical Surface): Structures shall not exceed a height (in feet) equivalent to the total of the following
equation:
(i)
Subtotal: The distance between Surface A and nearest boundary of the subject property, less the distance
between the subject property and the border of Surfaces D and E.
(ii)
Total: Divide subtotal by 20, then add 150.
(E)
Surface G: Transitional Surface 7:1: Structures shall not exceed a height (in feet) equivalent to the total of the
following equation:
(i)
Subtotal 1: The distance between the nearest edge of Surface A to a point on Surface B approximately horizontal
(east-to-west) from the nearest edge of the property, divided by 50.
(ii)
Subtotal 2: The distance between the imaginary point on Surface B horizontal to the property and the nearest
edge of the subject property, less the distance between this imaginary point and the edge of Surface G.
(iii)
Subtotal 3: Divide Subtotal 2 by 7.
(iv)
Add Subtotals 1 and 3.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.55. - Requirements for Noise.
(a)
Noise Intensity Contours in the M-I-O Zone are established by the most current Air Installation Compatible Use
Zone Study ("AICUZ") on file in the Clerk of the County Council's office and are identified in the Impact Map
represented as Figure B (Noise Intensity).
(b)
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Interiors of all new residential construction within the Noise Intensity Contours, including additions, must be
certified to 45 dBA Ldn or less by an Acoustical Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise.
(c)
Uses in High Intensity Noise Areas
(1)
The issuance of permits authorizing any construction within the High Intensity Noise Area shall be subject to the
following additional restrictions:
(A)
At the time of building permit, if a non-residential use is required by Subtitle 4 (Building Code) to provide noise
level reduction within the interior of a building, such noise reduction must be certified by an Acoustical
Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise.
(B)
New use and occupancy permits for non-residential uses which do not otherwise include new construction can
be issued provided that the use and occupancy permit site plan contains a note specifying that the property is
located in a High Intensity Noise Area.
(C)
Prohibited Uses. To reduce the adverse impact of the noise of air operations on vulnerable populations, the
following uses are prohibited in the High Intensity Noise Area:
(i)
Day care centers for children;
(ii)
Schools that offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department
of Education or a complete program of academic elementary (including pre-kindergarten and kindergarten),
junior high (middle), or senior high school education;
(iii)
Playgrounds;
(iv)
Recreational programs, before- and after-school;
(v)
Swimming Pool, Community;
(vi)
Outdoor play areas; and
(vii)
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All other active outdoor recreational uses.
(CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Figure B, referenced above, is set out herein at the end of Part 10C.
Sec. 27-548.56. - Requirements Part 10C.
(a)
Prohibited Uses.
(1)
In order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the communities surrounding Joint Base Andrews and
to protect air operations at Joint Base Andrews, the following uses are strictly prohibited in Accident Potential
Zones 1 and 2 and the Clear Zone (also referred to collectively as the "Safety Zones") within the Military
Installation Overlay Zone:
(A)
Schools that offer a complete program of nursery school education accredited by the Maryland State Department
of Education or a complete program of academic elementary (including pre-kindergarten and kindergarten),
junior high (middle), or senior high school education or public or private institutions of higher learning, colleges,
or universities;
(B)
Club or lodge, or public building;
(C)
Commercial recreational or entertainment attractions (indoor or outdoor), community building, performance art
center, arena, stadium, auditorium, museum, art gallery, theater, movie theater;
(D)
Congregate living, hotel/motels, senior or retirement housing, multi-family housing;
(E)
Day care center for children or adults, assisted living facility, hospital, adult rehabilitation center, medical or
health campus, nursing or care home, medical day care, homeless or transitional shelter;
(F)
Class III landfill, transfer station;
(G)
Commercial and Industrial uses that include the sales, handling, above-ground storage, refining, fabrication or
manufacturing of explosives, fireworks, or gunpowder; fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides; petroleum
products (other than gas station or vehicle repair and service station), and other products constituting a potential
hazard by fire, explosion or other means should an aircraft accident occur. May include refinery, asphalt mixing
plant, cement manufacturing, distillery, dry cleaning plant; and
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(H)
Any type of use, activity or storage, including temporary and accessory uses, that would cause any of the
following impacts:
(i)
Release into the air any substance, such as steam, dust, or smoke which would impair visibility or otherwise
interfere with the operation of aircraft;
(ii)
Produce light emissions, either direct or indirect (reflective), which would interfere with pilot vision;
(iii)
Produce electrical emissions which would interfere with aircraft communication systems or navigation
equipment.
(I)
Cement manufacturing, concrete batching or cement mixing plant, concrete recycling facility, sand and gravel
wet-processing, surface mining.
(J)
New uses on the Limited Use List in Section 27.548.56(b)(1) beyond the size limitations described therein.
(2)
In addition to the provisions of this Section, above, the following uses are strictly prohibited in the Clear Zone of
the Military Installation Overlay Zone:
(A)
Eating and Drinking Establishments;
(B)
Churches or similar places of worship;
(C)
All office uses that exceed .08 F.A.R.; and
(D)
Retail sales.
(b)
Limited Permitted Uses.
(1)
In order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the communities surrounding Joint Base Andrews and
to protect air operations at Joint Base Andrews, the following uses are permitted in Accident Potential Zones 1
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and 2 within the Military Installation Overlay Zone, subject to size limitations:
(A)
Churches or similar places of worship;
(B)
Eating and drinking establishments; and
(C)
Office uses.
(2)
New limited permitted uses, including new accessory limited permitted uses on the site of an existing principal
use, are subject to the following size restrictions:
(A)
New churches or similar places of worship shall not exceed 80 sanctuary seats or 6,000 square feet of gross floor
area, whichever is greater.
(B)
New eating and drinking establishments in the M-I-O/C-S-C (Commercial Shopping Center) Zone shall not
exceed 6,000 square feet of gross floor area.
(C)
New eating and drinking establishments within Accident Potential Zones but not classified in the C-S-C Zone
shall not exceed 3,500 square feet of gross floor area.
(D)
New office uses accessory to a permitted use in the M-I-O/I-1, M-I-O/I-2, and M-I-O/I-3 shall not exceed 0.15
F.A.R; all other new office uses shall not exceed 0.08 F.A.R.
(3)
Existing uses on the Limited Use List in Section 27-548.56(b)(1) of this Subtitle at the time of reclassification of
the subject property to the M-I-O Zone are permitted and not nonconforming if all of the following conditions
apply:
(A)
The use is permitted in the underlying zone, including any applicable existing overlay zone; and
(B)
The use has a valid use and occupancy permit on the date of the property's classification into the M-I-O Zone for
one of the following uses:
(i)
Church or similar place of worship;
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(ii)
Eating or drinking establishment; or
(iii)
Office.
(4)
Alterations, expansion, or extensions of existing uses on the Limited Use List as defined by Section 27548.56(b)(3) of this Subtitle may be permitted, subject to all of the following:
(A)
At the time of application, the applicant shall have a valid use and occupancy permit for the use on the Limited
Use List proposed for alteration, expansion, or extension on the date the property was classified in the M-I-O
Zone.
(B)
The use shall be located on property that is not within the boundaries of the Clear Zone of the M-I-O Zone;
(C)
The use shall be located on property within Accident Potential Zone 1; or Accident Potential Zone 2.
(D)
The proposed altered, expanded, or extended use shall be the primary use of the property and limited to one of
the following:
(i)
Church or other place of worship;
(ii)
Eating and dining establishment; or
(iii)
Office.
(E)
The proposed expansion shall not exceed the height limitations in Section 27-548.54.
(F)
The proposed expansion, and the sum total of all expansions, shall not exceed a 25% increase in gross floor area.
(G)
Prior to approval of a site plan, preliminary subdivision plan, building permit, or use and occupancy permit, the
applicant executes an affidavit acknowledging the property location within an Accident Potential Zone for Joint
Base Andrews.
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(5)
New uses on the Limited Use List in Section 27-548.56(b)(1) of this Subtitle are prohibited in Accident Potential
Zones 1 and 2 beyond the size limitations described therein.
(c)
Development applications within the Safety Zones shall include a lighting plan that demonstrates compliance
with all of the following standards:
(1)
All lighting shall be fully shielded with cut-off, non-glare fixtures directed only onto the site;
(2)
All external lighting must be projected downward at an angle of no less than ten (10) degrees below horizontal;
(3)
Buildings shall not use glass or other highly reflective materials on any surface angled above horizontal; and
(4)
Structures three (3) stories or taller shall use non-reflective wall surfaces and windows.
(CB-42-2015)
Sec. 27-548.57. - Referrals to Joint Base Andrews.
(a)
Building permits, use and occupancy permits, and development applications subject to this Part located partially
or completely in the M-I-O Zone for uses which may produce noise, smoke, dust, excessive light,
electromagnetic interference and vibrations which potentially impact base operations, shall be referred to Joint
Base Andrews for their review and written comment.
(b)
All building permits, use and occupancy permits, and development applications subject to this Part where a
proposed structure is wholly or partially located in the Northern Clear Zone (Figure C) shall be referred to Joint
Base Andrews for their review and written comment.
(c)
All building permits, use and occupancy permits, and development applications subject to this Part located
partially or completely in the M-I-O Zone for a use that includes prohibited activities identified in Section 27548.56(a)(1)(G) of this Subtitle shall be referred to Joint Base Andrews for their review and comment.
(d)
All building permits, use and occupancy permits, and development applications subject to this Part located
partially or completely in the M-I-O Zone for a structure, grading of land, or landfill that may exceed the height
limitations identified in Section 27-548.54 of this Subtitle shall be referred to Joint Base Andrews for their
review and comment.
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(e)
It shall be incumbent upon Joint Base Andrews to ensure that any written comments are received by the
appropriate body in a timely manner within the established development review process. The appropriate body
shall not deny an application solely due to failure to receive written comment from Joint Base Andrews.
(CB-42-2015)
Editor's note— Figure C, referenced above, is set out herein at the end of Part 10C.
Sec. 27-548.58. - Modification of Prohibited and Limited Permitted Uses.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Part, an owner, or owner's authorized representative, of property
located within Accident Potential Zone 1 or 2, may request that any prohibited use may be authorized or that
size restrictions on any limited permitted use, including new accessory limited permitted uses on the site of an
existing permissible use, be waived as part of a development, provided that said modification is found to be
compatible with the Purposes of this Part and further provided that a Detailed Site Plan is approved in
accordance with the provisions of Part 3, Division 9 of this Subtitle.
(CB-42-2015)
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Figure A — Height
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Figure B — Noise Intensity
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Figure C — Accident Potential/Clear Zones

PART 11. - OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-549. - Applicability.
(a)
This Part applies only to those parking lots and loading areas which are associated with and serve specific uses.
They include the parking and loading spaces required by the parking and loading schedules (Sections 27-568
and 27-582), and any parking and loading spaces serving the same use in addition to those required.
(b)
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For the purpose of this Part, the term "parking lot" includes "parking garage."
Sec. 27-550. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of this Part are:
(1)
To require (in connection with each building constructed and each new use established) off-street automobile
parking lots and loading areas sufficient to serve the parking and loading needs of all persons associated with the
buildings and uses;
(2)
To aid in relieving traffic congestion on streets by reducing the use of public streets for parking and loading and
reducing the number of access points;
(3)
To protect the residential character of residential areas; and
(4)
To provide parking and loading areas which are convenient and increase the amenities in the Regional District.
Sec. 27-551. - Permitted use of parking lots and loading areas.
(a)
In general.
(1)
Parking lots are for the sole purpose of accommodating the passenger vehicles of persons associated with the use
which requires the parking lot. Parking lots shall not be used for loading purposes. The loading spaces are
required for the purpose of accommodating vehicles delivering and removing merchandise or other material.
(2)
Except as provided in this Section, these parking and loading areas and their access driveways shall not be used
for:
(A)
The sale, display, or storage of automobiles or other merchandise;
(B)
Parking of vehicles accessory to the use;
(C)
Performing services (including services to vehicles); or
(D)
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Any other purpose, except as permitted in this Part.
(b)
Cessation of available parking lot or loading area.
(1)
At any time that a parking lot or loading area (or part thereof) shall cease to be available for its purpose, the use
and occupancy permit for the use for which it is required shall be revoked until such time as the requirements of
this Part are complied with.
(c)
Automobile service.
(1)
A parking garage which is wholly enclosed, may include the incidental service of automobiles, provided:
(A)
The service shall be limited to supplying gasoline, oil, water, tire pressure, and washing;
(B)
Only automobiles parking in the garage may be served; and
(C)
No signs visible from the exterior of the structure shall indicate the presence of the service facilities.
(2)
This use is not allowed in all zones. (See the Table of Uses to determine if the use is allowed in the zone, and
whether a Special Exception is required to be approved for the use.)
(d)
Carnivals, circuses, and fairs.
(1)
Carnivals, circuses, fairs, or similar temporary uses shall be permitted on a parking lot, provided the use shall
not continue for more than seventeen (17) consecutive days, and a temporary permit has been obtained, in
accordance with Sections 27-260 and 27-261(k).
(e)
Parking for one-family dwellings.
(1)
Parking spaces provided solely for, and on the same lot with, one-family dwellings may be located one behind
the other. The front space may be used as access to the rear space.
(f)
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Temporary uses.
(1)
The following temporary uses may be allowed in a parking lot, in accordance with Section 27-260:
(A)
Sales and display of seasonal decorations, provided the requirements of Section 27-261(c) are met;
(B)
Temporary shelter for commercial displays, sales, and services, provided the requirements of Section 27-261(d)
are met; and
(C)
Firewood displays and sales, provided the requirements of Section 27-261(h) are met.
DIVISION 2. - PARKING FACILITIES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - SITE PLAN.
Sec. 27-552. - General requirements.
(a)
Each application for a building or use and occupancy permit (for a use for which parking spaces are required)
shall include a drawing (site plan) showing the proposed layout of all improvements on the lot. The drawing
shall indicate conformance with all of the design standards required in Subdivision 2, below, and with the
provisions of the Landscape Manual.
(b)
No building or use and occupancy permit shall be issued for any use for which parking spaces are required
unless the site plan has been approved by the Planning Board (or its designee).
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-553. - Guidelines for approval.
(a)
The following guidelines apply to evaluation of the site plan:
(1)
The plan should comply with the purposes of this Part and Subtitle, and the General Plan;
(2)
The amenity and convenience of the parking lot should be enhanced by landscaping, screening, and similar
means which conform to the requirements set forth in the Landscape Manual;
(3)
The parking lot should be compatible with the surrounding area; and
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(4)
The parking lot should conform to the design guidelines set forth in Section 27-274 of Part 3, Division 9, of this
Subtitle.
(CB-20-1990)
SUBDIVISION 2. - DESIGN STANDARDS.
Sec. 27-554. - Surfacing.
All parking lots shall be surfaced in such a manner as to be dust free.
Sec. 27-555. - Location.
Except as specified elsewhere in this Subtitle, a surface parking lot may be located in any yard.
Sec. 27-556. - Separation from streets and walks.
Parking spaces shall be guarded by curbs or other protective devices (where necessary), which are arranged so
that parked cars cannot project into streets or walkways. A curb cut shall be provided for wheelchair access, in
accordance with Section 27-566(f).
Sec. 27-557. - Drainage.
All parking lots shall be drained so as to prevent damage to other properties and streets.
Sec. 27-558. - Parking space sizes. (See Figure 58.)
(a)
The size of parking spaces shall be as follows:
TYPE OF SPACE

MINIMUM SIZE (IN FEET)

Standard car spaces:
Parallel

22 by 8

Nonparallel

19 by 9 1/2

Compact car spaces:
Parallel

19 by 7

Nonparallel

16 1/2 by 8

Spaces for boat ramps (to accommodate length of, and
40 by 12
maneuvering space for, both car and boat)

(b)
The size of handicapped parking spaces shall comply with Section 4.6 of the American National Standards for
buildings and facilities in ANSI A117.1-1986.
(CB-28-1985; CB-130-1989)
Sec. 27-559. - Compact car spaces.
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(a)
Up to one-third (1/3) of the required number of parking spaces in any parking lot may be compact car spaces.
This limitation shall not apply to an arena (stadium). In lieu thereof, the District Council shall determine the
maximum number of compact spaces allowed during the approval of any Specific Design Plan for an arena
(stadium). Any parking spaces provided in any lot, in excess of the number required, may also be compact car
spaces.
(b)
All compact car spaces shall be marked as such.
(c)
When a site plan is not required by Section 27-552 or 27-575, the owner of an existing parking lot may convert
existing parking spaces to compact car spaces and so notify the Planning Board and the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. The notification shall identify the location of the parking lot, the use
served by the lot, the number of spaces that existed before conversion, and the number of standard and compact
car spaces existing after conversion. These spaces do not have to be in conformance with the design standards of
this Subdivision or the Landscape Manual, except for the number, size, and marking of the spaces, until such
time as a site plan is required by Section 27-552 or 27-575, or the approval of a Landscape Plan, Detailed Site
Plan, Specific Design Plan, or any other type of site plan is sought for the subject property.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-53-1995; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-560. - Interior driveway widths. (See Figure 59.)
(a)
Driveways between rows of parking spaces shall have the minimum widths indicated in the following table:
ANGLE OF PARKING

WIDTH OF DRIVEWAY WIDTH OF DRIVEWAY
(IN FEET); ONE-WAY (IN FEET); TWO-WAY
TRAFFIC
TRAFFIC

90 degrees

22

22

60 degrees

18

22

45 degrees

13

22

30 degrees

12

22

Parallel

11

22

(b)
Interior driveways in areas where no parking is permitted shall be at least ten (10) feet wide for each lane of
traffic.
Sec. 27-561. - Marking.
(a)
Each parking space (except those provided for, and on the same lot with, one-family dwellings) shall be marked
by a permanent, durable, contrasting material.
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(b)
Signs or arrows shall indicate the directions of traffic movement on driveways.
Sec. 27-562. - Lighting.
Adequate lighting shall be provided if the parking lot is to be used at night. The lighting shall be arranged so as
not to reflect or glare on land used for residential purposes.
Sec. 27-563. - Connection to street.
Every parking lot shall be connected to a street by means of a driveway. This driveway (except those provided
for, and on the same lot with, one-family dwellings), shall be at least eleven (11) feet wide for each lane,
exclusive of curb return and gutters. In the case of a corner lot, no driveway shall be located less than twenty
(20) feet from the existing or proposed ultimate point of curvature of the curb or the edge of the pavement of an
uncurbed section (whichever forms the greater distance to the point of curvature of the fillet of the driveway
apron). (See Figure 60, Part 2.)
Sec. 27-564. - Landscaping, screening, and buffering.
Landscaping, screening, and buffering of all parking lots shall be provided pursuant to the provisions of the
Landscape Manual.
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-565. - Speed bumps.
(a)
For the purposes of this Section "speed bumps" are mounds or depressions in the pavement that are designed to
restrain motor vehicle speed.
(b)
Speed bumps (constructed as part of a driveway, parking lot, or private street) shall be marked with permanent,
yellow diagonal stripes.
(c)
There shall be a warning sign posted at each entrance to a development or parking area having speed bumps.
Sec. 27-566. - Parking facilities for the physically handicapped.
(a)
Applicability.
(1)
The requirements of this Section shall apply to all parking lots (except those provided for, and on the same lot
with, one-family detached and semi-detached dwellings, and two-family detached dwellings).
(b)
Required number of spaces.
(1)
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The following number of parking spaces shall be reserved for the physically handicapped:
TOTAL REQUIRED PARKING
SPACES IN LOT

REQUIRED MINIMUM
NUMBER

Up to 25

1

26 to 50

2

51 to 75

3

76 to 100

4

101 to 150

5

151 to 200

6

201 to 300

7

301 to 400

8

401 to 500

9

501 to 1,000

2% of total

Over 1,000

20, plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000

(c)
Requirements for handicap parking spaces pertaining to the location, surfaces, curb ramps, and other dimensions
shall comply with Sections 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7 and 4.8 of the American National Standards for buildings and
facilities in ANSI A117.1-1986.
(CB-33-1985; CB-149-1987; CB-38-1988; CB-130-1989)
Sec. 27-567. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 3. - MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 27-568. - Schedule (number) of spaces required, generally.
(a)
In all zones (except the M-X-T Zone), the minimum number of required off-street parking spaces for each type
of use shall be as listed in the following schedule. In the schedule, each "employee" means each employee on the
largest shift.
TYPE OF USE

NUMBER OF
UNIT OF MEASUREMENT
SPACES

(1) RESIDENTIAL:
Congregate living facility for elderly/physically handicapped

1.0

4 residents

Conversion of one-family detached dwelling (to include
additional dwelling units)

1.0

Dwelling unit

Dwelling unit within a building containing commercial or
industrial uses
(CB-28-1985)

2.0

For each dwelling unit

Group residential facility

1.0

4 residents

Multifamily dwelling:
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(A) Housing for the elderly or physically handicapped

0.66

Dwelling unit

(B) If wholly within a one mile radius of a metro station

1.33
+0.33

Dwelling unit
Bedroom in excess of one per
unit

(C) Containing at least 90% one bedroom units

1.5
+0.5

Dwelling unit
Bedroom in excess of one per
unit

2.0
+0.5

Dwelling unit
Bedroom in excess of one per
unit

(A) Cluster Development

1.5

Dwelling unit

(B) Mobile Home

2.0

Dwelling unit

(C) All others

2.0

Dwelling unit

Three-family dwelling

2.0

Dwelling unit

Townhouse or other one-family attached dwelling

2.04

Dwelling unit

Two-family dwelling

2.0

Dwelling unit

1.0

Guest Room not to exceed
eight (8)

(A) Lodging

1.0

Guest Room

(B) Food service

+1.0

3 seats

(C) Accessory retail sales areas and exhibits

+2.0

1,000 sq. ft. of GFA

Dormitory

1.0

2 residents

Fraternity or sorority house

1.0

2 residents

Hotel (not including restaurant or other accessory use
requirements)

1.0

2 guest rooms

Motel

1.0

Guest room

Rooming house, boardinghouse, or other renting of guest rooms
1.0
in a dwelling

Guest room

(D) All others
(CB-26-1989)
One-family detached dwellings:

(2) LODGING:
Bed-and-Breakfast Inn
(CB-39-2009)
Country inn:

1.0
+1.0

Cabin
Employee

Adult day care center

1.0

3 occupants (including
operators)

Assisted Living Facility
(CB-72-1996)

1.0
1.0

3 residents
4 seats in main auditorium

Church or similar place of worship

1.0
1.0

4 seats in main auditorium
4 seats in other rooms
occupied at same time as
main auditorium

Day care center for children

1.0

8 children

Tourist cabin camp
(3) INSTITUTIONAL/EDUCATIONAL:
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(CB-23-1988)
Day care center for children within an existing multifamily
development in excess of one hundred (100) units
(CB-24-1999)

0.0

(None required)

Family day care

0.0

(None required)

Hospital

1.5

Bed

Mental Health and Behavioral Services Program based on the
total number of children
(CB-30-2016)

1.0

8 children

Nursing home

1.0

3 beds

(A) Which offers instruction at levels below 10th grade
(including nursery school and kindergarten)
(CB-23-1988)

1.0

6 students

(B) 10th grade and above (including adult education)

1.0

3 students

2.0

Center, if on-street parking is
not permitted in front of the
center at all times

1.0

80 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

Per four (4) patrons allowed
in the facility at any one time
Per Employee

Private school:

Small group child care center
(CB-131-1993)
(4)
RECREATIONAL/ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL/CULTURAL:
Adult Entertainment
(CB-46-2010)
Amusement Center or Recreational Establishment of a
Commercial Nature
(CB-90-2018)

+1.0

Determined as a part of the
Special Exception

Amusement park
Athletic field

1.0

4 seats (of spectator seating)

Beach (open to public)
(CB-28-1985)

1.0

4 persons legal occupancy

Billiard or pool parlor

4.0
+1.0

Table
Employee

Boat ramp (open to public)
(CB-28-1985)

15.0

Each ramp

Bowling alley, archery/batting/shooting range

5.0
+1.0

Lane or target
2 employees

(A) For trailers

1.0

Site (sufficient space for 1
trailer and 1 automobile on
each campsite)

(B) For tents

1.0

Site (within reasonable
walking distance of campsite)

Campground:

Club, private

Determined by uses
comprising the club (such as
eating or drinking
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establishment, office,
auditorium, recreational area)
Commercial recreational attractions

Determined as a part of the
Special Exception

Community building

Determined by uses
comprising the community
building (such as office,
auditorium, eating or
drinking establishment,
recreational area)

Fishing pier (open to public)
(CB-28-1985)

1.0

50 sq. ft. of gross pier surface
area

Go-cart track

1.0
+1.0

Carts available
Employee

Golf course

8.0
+1.0

Hole
Employee
Plus 50% of spaces normally
required for accessory uses
such as eating or drinking
establishment, pro shop,
driving range)

Golf driving range

1.0
+1.0

Tee
Employee

Golf, miniature

2.0
+1.0

Hole
Employee

Marina

1.0

Boat slip

Museum, art gallery, aquarium, cultural center, library, or
similar facility

2.5

1,000 sq. ft. of GFA

Other commercial recreation

1.0

80 sq. ft. of GFA or patron
service area

Performance Arts Rehearsal Studio - The area of the building
used exclusively for accessory storage need not be included for
the purposes of parking; only the area used for the rehearsal
space used shall be included for the purposes of calculating
parking.
(CB-79-2017)

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

Picnic area

1.0

Table
Determined as a part of the
Special Exception

Racetrack
Riding stable

1.0

2 stalls

Skating rink or facility
(CB-89-1994)

1.0

4 persons legal occupancy

Spa, community (other than incidental to a multifamily
development)

1.0

7 persons permitted to
occupy spas

Spa, public

1.0

2 persons permitted to
occupy spa;

+1.0
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250 sq. ft. of GFA of lobby
and office space
Swimming pool, commercial

1.0

4 persons legal occupancy

Swimming pool, community (other than incidental to a
multifamily development)

1.0

7 persons legal occupancy

Tennis, racquetball

4.0
+1.0

Court
Employee
Plus 50% of spaces normally
required for accessory uses
(such as eating or drinking
establishment, pro shop,
exercise area)

Theater, auditorium, or stadium

1.0

4 seats

1.0

150 sq. ft. of the first 3,000
sq. ft. GFA

(5) COMMERCIAL TRADE (GENERALLY
RETAIL)/SERVICES:
(A) Normal Parking Generation Group

(This group consists of retail sales and service establishments
that generate an average parking demand, and include all such +1.0
uses that are not listed below.)

200 sq. ft. of GFA above the
first 3,000 sq. ft.

(B) Low Parking Generation Group

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

(This group consists of: furniture stores; carpeting and floor
covering stores; retail upholstery shops; sporting goods, which
may include marine equipment and supplies; vehicle, trailer,
mobile home, and boat sales (indoor); office supply and
business machine sales; market halls; food halls; similar uses
which, because of their large areas of display space, generate
relatively small demands for parking space.)
(CB-70-2020)

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

250 sq. ft. of GLA (excluding
theaters)

(C) Shopping Centers (such as integrated shopping centers,
malls, and plazas):
(i) 25,000 to under 400,000 sq. ft. of GLA:
(aa) All uses, except as provided below
(bb) Office, Medical Practitioner's (medical clinic):
(I) If in excess of 20% of GLA or 50,000 sq. ft. of GLA,
1.0
whichever is smaller
(II) If not in excess

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GLA
250 sq. ft. GLA

(cc) Office, all others:
(I) If in excess of 20% of GLA or 50,000 sq. ft. of GLA,
1.0
whichever is smaller

(II) If not in excess
(dd) Theaters

250 sq. ft. of the first 2,000
sq. ft.

+1.0

400 sq. ft. of GLA above the
first 2,000 sq. ft.

1.0

250 sq. ft. of GLA

1.0

4 seats

(i) 400,000 sq. ft. or more of GLA:
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(aa) All uses, except as provided below

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GLA (excluding
theaters)

(bb) Office, Medical Practitioners (medical clinic)

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GLA

(cc) Office, all others:
(I) If in excess of 20% of GLA or 50,000 sq. ft. of GLA,
1.0
whichever is smaller

(II) If not in excess
(dd) Theaters

250 sq. ft. of the first 2,000
sq. ft. of GLA

+1.0

400 sq. ft. of GLA above the
first 2,000 sq. ft

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GLA

1.0

4 seats

1.0

250 sq. ft. of GLA

(ii) 750,000 sq. ft. or more gross leasable area (GLA) if
erected prior to 1970 and having at least 2 anchor tenants, each
with a GLA of at least 100,000 sq. ft.:*
(aa) Retail
(bb) All other uses
(CB-3-1986; CB-10-1987; CB-39-1989)
*Editor's Note: CB-39-1989 provided that paragraph (C)(iii)
shall be of no force and effect after April 15, 1991.

As specified in paragraph (C)
(ii), above

(D) Miscellaneous:
Determined as a part of the
Special Exception, but not
less than 50 spaces

Airport
Animal hospital, veterinarian:
(i) Kennel area

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

(ii) All other floor area
(CB-149-1987)

+1.0

200 sq. ft. of GFA

Animal Training

1.0
+1.0

Animal
Employee

Boat or trailer service or repair
(CB-28-1985)

1.0

Employee

Boat, trailer, or mobile home sales or rental lot (also see Low
Parking Generation, above, for indoor)

1.0

2,500 sq. ft. of gross outdoor
display area
Determined by the Planning
Board (or designee) on a case
by case basis, based on
location, projected
passengers, and accessory
uses (such as eating or
drinking establishment,
newsstand)

Bus station or terminal

Car wash

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

Catering Establishment with food prep only
(CB-56-2011)

1.0

500 sq. ft. of GFA

Catering with Seating
(CB-56-2011)

1.0

4 seats
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Eating or Drinking Establishment (including drive-through
service or carryout)
(CB-19-2010; CB-56-2011)

Eating or drinking establishment (not including drive through
service)
(CB-89-1993; CB-19-2010)

1.0
+1.0

3 seats
50 sq. ft. of GFA (excluding
any area used exclusively for
storage or patron seating, and
any exterior patron service
area)

1.0

3 seats

Eating or drinking establishment, permitting music of any kind
and patron dancing, with hours of operation that extend beyond
1.0
12:00 A.M. excluding adult entertainment.
(CB-89-1993; CB-56-2011)

3 seats or 3 persons legal
occupancy, whichever is
greater

Food Halls
(CB-70-2020)

+1.0

200 sq. ft. of GFA above the
first 3,000 sq. ft.

1.0

4 persons legal occupancy in
rooms used for viewing and
funeral services

(i) Not self-serve

3.0

Service bay or similar service
area

(ii) Self-serve

1.0

Each employee

+1.0

200 sq. ft. of GFA above the
first 3,000 sq. ft.

Nursery or Garden Center

1.0
+1.0

150 sq. ft. of GFA
1,000 sq. ft. of gross outdoor
sales and display area
(including greenhouse)

Pawnshop
(CB-22-2010)

1.0

150 sq. ft. of the first 3,000
sq. ft. GFA

+1

200 sq. ft. of GFA above the
first 3,000 sq. ft.

Pawnshop with motor vehicles pledged as collateral
(CB-22-2010)

+1

For each motor vehicle
pledged

Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions
(CB-59-2010)

1.0

1,000 square feet of gross
outdoor display area

Public utility uses (other than offices and transmission or
distribution lines)

1.0

Employee (unless modified
by the Council in approving a
Special Exception)

Taxicab dispatching

1.0

Employee

Vehicle sales lot (also see Low Parking Generation, above, for
indoor)

1.0

1,000 sq. ft. of gross outdoor
display area

Voluntary fire, ambulance, or rescue station

1.0

Dispatcher or other office
personnel

+2.0

Emergency vehicle

+1.0

4 persons legal occupancy in
hall or auditorium

Funeral parlor
Gas station or vehicle repair and service station:

Market Halls
(CB-7-2020)
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(6) OFFICES:
Bank, savings and loan association, or other savings or lending
institution:
(A) Automatic teller machine only

0.0

(None)

1.0

250 sq. ft. of the first 2,000
sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

400 sq. ft. of GFA above the
first 2,000 sq. ft

(A) In an office building or office building complex

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GFA

(B) In a one-family dwelling

1.0

100 sq. ft. of GFA

(C) In a dwelling other than a one-family dwelling

1.0

200 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

250 sq. ft. of the first 2,000
sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

400 sq. ft. above the first
2,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

50 units having direct access
only from within a building

+4.0

1,000 sq. ft. of GFA of office
space

+2.0

Resident manager

2.0

1,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

1,000 sq. ft. of gross storage
area of the first 10,000 sq. ft.

+1.0

10,000 sq. ft. of gross storage
area above the first 10,000
sq. ft.

3.0

First 1,500 sq. ft. (or fraction)
of GFA

+1.0

Additional 1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA, up to 100,000 sq. ft.

+0.20

Additional 1,000 sq. ft. of
GFA above the first 100,000
sq. ft.

3.0

First 1,500 sq. ft. (or fraction
of GFA)

+1.0

Additional 1,500 sq. ft. of
GFA

(B) Unrestricted
(CB-28-1985; CB-38-1988)

Medical practitioners' office/medical clinic:

Office building or office building complex (except medical
practitioners' offices)
(CB-38-1988)
(7) INDUSTRIAL/MANUFACTURING/STORAGE:

Consolidated storage
(CB-45-1999)

Industrial plant
Junk yard or auto salvage yard
(CB-126-1984; CB-133-1984; CB-33-1985)

Warehouse unit (except consolidated storage)
(CB-45-1999)

Wholesale establishment

(b)
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The number of parking spaces required by Section 27-568 (a) may be reduced by up to a maximum of fifteen
(15) percent for the purpose of fulfilling the Parking Lot Interior Planting Requirement of Section 4.3c (2)(a) of
the Landscape Manual in association with the following:
(1)
Any permit for construction, alteration or use and occupancy applied for on a site within the Developed Tier,
Corridor Node, or Center where existing impervious area exceeds forty (40) percent of the net lot area of the
site, or
(2)
Any permit for construction, alteration or use and occupancy applied for on a site within the Developing Tier
where existing impervious area exceeds eighty (80) percent of the net lot area of the site.
(CB-67-2010)
Sec. 27-569. - Fractional totals.
When the number of spaces calculated in accordance with this Subdivision results in a number containing a
fraction, the required number of spaces shall be the next higher whole number.
Sec. 27-570. - Multiple uses.
Except in the M-X-T Zone, where two (2) or more uses are located in the same building or on the same lot, the
total number of spaces required by each use shall be provided.
Sec. 27-571. - Uses not listed.
For uses not specifically listed, the requirement of the most nearly similar use shall be applied.
Sec. 27-572. - Joint use of parking lot.
(a)
Except in the M-X-T Zone, which is governed by Section 27-574, the off-street parking requirements for two (2)
or more uses may be satisfied by providing a joint parking lot. The normal parking space requirement for each
use participating in a joint lot may be reduced by up to twenty percent (20%), provided:
(1)
The normal requirement for each use is not more than twenty (20) spaces; and
(2)
The total of these reductions does not exceed forty (40) spaces.
(b)
The uses participating may be located in one (1) or more buildings.
(c)
This Section does not apply to integrated shopping centers having a gross leasable area of twenty-five thousand
(25,000) or more square feet, office buildings, office building complexes, or medical practitioners' offices.
Sec. 27-573. - Off-site parking lot.
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(a)
Except in the M-X-T Zone, which is governed by Section 27-574, the parking lot may be provided on a lot other
than that lot on which the principal use is located, provided:
(1)
The entire parking lot is within five hundred (500) feet of the nearest boundary of the record lot on which the use
is located; and
(2)
A legal arrangement assures the permanent availability of the parking lot.
(b)
A Special Exception (Part 4) is required in all Residential Zones to permit a parking lot in connection with a use
in an adjacent Commercial, Industrial, or Mixed Use Zone, or a Special Exception use in an adjacent Residential
Zone.
Sec. 27-574. - Number of spaces required in the M-X-T Zone and in a Metro Planned Community.
(a)
The number of parking spaces required in the M-X-T Zone and in a Metro Planned Community are to be
calculated by the applicant and submitted for Planning Board approval at the time of Detailed Site Plan
approval. Prior to approval, the applicant shall submit the methodology, assumptions, and data used in
performing the calculations.
(b)
The number of off-street parking spaces required for development in the M-X-T Zone and in a Metro Planned
Community shall be calculated using the following procedures:
(1)
Determine the number of parking spaces required for each use proposed, based on the requirements of Section
27-568. These parking spaces are to be considered as the greatest number of spaces which are occupied in any
one (1) hour and are to known as the peak parking demand for each use. At less than this peak, the number of
spaces being occupied is assumed to be directly proportionate to the number occupied during the peak (i.e., at
eighty percent (80%) of the peak demand, eighty percent (80%) of the peak parking demand spaces are being
occupied).
(2)
For each hour of the day the number of parking spaces to be occupied by each use shall be calculated. These
numbers are known as the hourly fluctuation pattern. For each use, at least one (1) hour shall represent the peak
parking demand, and the remaining hours will represent a percentage of the peak. There may be more than one
(1) hour at the peak level.
(3)
The total number of parking spaces required for all uses proposed in the M-X-T Zone and in a Metro Planned
Community shall be the greatest number of spaces in any one (1) hour for the combined total of all uses
proposed, based on the calculations in paragraphs (1) and (2), above. This total is known as the base
requirement. The maximum parking allowable for non-residential uses is 115% of the base requirement for M3393/3869
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X-T properties. Parking spaces within a parking structure shall not be counted in the calculation of the maximum
number of parking spaces.
(4)
The base requirement may be reduced in the following manner:
(A)
Conservatively determine the number of trips which are multipurpose. A multipurpose trip is one where a person
parks his car and uses a number of facilities (i.e.; an office, eating or drinking establishment, and store) without
moving the car. The number of spaces required for a multi-purpose trip shall be the greatest number of parking
spaces required by Section 27-568 for any one (1) use within the multipurpose trip. The base requirement may
be reduced by the number of parking spaces for the other uses involved in the multipurpose trip.
(B)
Determine the number of parking spaces which will not be needed because of the provision of some form of
mass transit, such as rapid rail, bus, forced carpool, van pool, and developer provided services. The base
requirement may be reduced by this number.
(5)
In addition to the foregoing calculations, the Planning Board shall take the following into consideration:
(A)
The number of off-street parking spaces which are to be held as exclusively reserved spaces for any period of
time during the day. These parking spaces may not be made available for other uses during the time they are
reserved; and
(B)
The location of parking spaces relative to the uses they serve. If the shared parking spaces are so remote that the
walking distance is unacceptable for some uses, the effectiveness of shared parking will be reduced. The
Planning Board may require a number of parking spaces (in addition to the base requirement) to be reserved for
any specific use that is in need of spaces in the immediate vicinity of that use.
(c)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-573(a), required off-street parking spaces may be provided on a lot
other than the lot on which the mixed use development is located, provided:
(1)
The other lot is used in accordance with the requirements of the zone in which it is located; and
(2)
The Planning Board determines that the other lot is convenient to the mixed use development, taking into
account the location of the lot, the uses to be served, the safety of persons using it and any other considerations.
(CB-35-1998; CB-53-2021)
DIVISION 3. - LOADING FACILITIES.
SUBDIVISION 1. - SITE PLAN.
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Sec. 27-575. - General requirements.
(a)
Each application for a building or use and occupancy permit (for a use for which off-street loading spaces are
required) shall include a drawing (site plan) showing, in addition to other improvements, the proposed layout of
the loading area. The drawing shall indicate conformance with the design standards required in Subdivision 2,
below, and with the provisions of the Landscape Manual.
(b)
No building or use and occupancy permit shall be issued for any use for which a loading area is required, unless
the site plan has been approved by the Planning Board (or its designee).
(CB-1-1989)
Sec. 27-576. - Guidelines for approval.
(a)
The following guidelines apply to evaluation of the site plan:
(1)
The plan complies with the purposes of this Part and Subtitle, and the General Plan;
(2)
All service vehicles parked for the purposes of loading or unloading are removed from streets;
(3)
Vehicular and pedestrian traffic on streets is not obstructed; and
(4)
The amenities of the site are enhanced by concealing the loading area.
SUBDIVISION 2. - DESIGN STANDARDS.
Sec. 27-577. - Surfacing.
All loading areas shall be surfaced in such a manner as to be dust-free.
Sec. 27-578. - Loading space sizes. (See Figure 62.)
(a)
Each loading space shall have the following minimum dimensions (excluding driveways, entrances, and exits):

Industrial, wholesale, and storage
uses

LENGTH

WIDTH

45 feet

12 feet

HEIGHT
(IF COVERED OR
OBSTRUCTED)
12 feet if use served has 3,000
square feet or less GFA;
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15 feet if use served has more than
3,000 square feet GFA
All other uses

33 feet

12 feet

12 feet if use served has 3,000
square feet or less GFA;
15 feet if use served has more than
3,000 square feet GFA

(b)
Doorway entrances to interior loading spaces shall be at least twelve (12) feet wide and twelve (12) feet high if
the use served has 3,000 square feet or less GFA and fifteen (15) feet high if the use served has more than 3,000
square feet GFA.
(CB-69-1987)
Sec. 27-579. - Location.
(a)
Except as otherwise provided in this Subtitle, a surface loading area may be located in any yard.
(b)
No portion of an exterior loading space, and no vehicular entrances to any loading space (including driveways
and doorways), shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an
R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan). (See Figure 63.)
(c)
In any Industrial Zone, where a lot has frontage on more than one (1) street, loading shall be permitted in only
one (1) yard adjoining a street.
(CB-33-1985; CB-38-1988)
(d)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a) above, in the case of land located within the municipal limits
of the City of New Carrollton, zoned R-55 and C-S-C, which is part of the same parcel, and adjacent to an
existing integrated shopping mall, exterior loading spaces and vehicular entrances to loading spaces (including
driveways and doorways) shall be located at least thirty (30) feet from the lot line of adjoining land in a
Residential Zone.
(CB-88-1999)
Sec. 27-580. - Screening.
Screening of loading areas shall be provided pursuant to the provisions of the Landscape Manual.
(CB-62-1990)
Sec. 27-581. - Connection to street.
Every loading space shall be connected to a street by means of a driveway. The driveway shall be at least
twenty-two (22) feet wide, exclusive of curb returns and gutters. In the case of a corner lot, no such driveway
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shall be located less than twenty (20) feet from the existing or proposed ultimate point of curvature of the curb
or the edge of the pavement of an uncurbed section of the street, whichever forms the greater distance to the
point of curvature of the fillet of the driveway apron. (See Figure 60, Part 2.)
SUBDIVISION 3. - MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.
Sec. 27-582. - Schedule (number) of spaces required, generally.
(a)
In all zones (except the M-X-T Zone), the minimum number of required off-street loading spaces for each type
of use shall be as listed in the following schedule:
TYPE OF USE

NUMBER
OF SPACES

Consolidated storage, per building 1
2.0
(CB-32-1988; CB-108-1988; CB-45-1999)

UNIT OF MEASUREMENT
Up to 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 40,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

Food Hall
(CB-70-2020)

None

0—10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

Hospital or other institution

None

Less than 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

10,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

None

Less than 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

10,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

None

Less than 2,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

2,000 to 25,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 40,000 sq. ft. GFA (or
fraction)

Market Hall
(CB-7-2020)

None

0 to 10,000 sq. ft of GFA

Multifamily dwelling

None

Less than 100 dwelling units

1.0

100 to 300 dwelling units

+1.0

Each additional 200 dwelling units (or
fraction)

None

Less than 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

10,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

None

Less than 2,000 sq. ft. of GFA

Hotel or motel

Industry or manufacturing

Office building or office building complex
(including banks)
(CB-38-1988)

Retail sales and service (per store)
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1.0

2,000 to 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

10,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

3.0

Less than 100,000 sq. ft. of GLA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GLA (or
fraction)

None

Less than 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

10,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 100,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

Undertaking establishment or funeral parlor
None
(CB-38-1988)

Wholesale or warehouse unit (except
consolidated storage)
(CB-32-1988; CB-45-1999)

1

Less than 3,000 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

3,000 to 5,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or fraction)

+1.0

Each additional 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

None

Less than 1,500 sq. ft. of GFA

1.0

1,500 to 10,000 sq. ft. of GFA

+1.0

Each additional 40,000 sq. ft. of GFA (or
fraction)

For consolidated storage units having direct access to areas outside the building, there shall be provided
driveways and areas between buildings for vehicular access, loading, and unloading. Sufficient width
shall be provided to permit a moving vehicle to safely and efficiently pass a vehicle parked adjacent to an
individual consolidated storage unit. In no case shall a width of more than twenty-five (25) feet be
required.
(CB-32-1988; CB-38-1988; CB-108-1988; CB-45-1999)

Sec. 27-583. - Number of spaces required in M-X-T Zone.
(a)
The number of off-street loading spaces required in the M-X-T Zone are to be calculated by the applicant and
submitted to the Planning Board for approval at the time of Detailed Site Plan approval. Prior to approval, the
applicant shall submit the methodology, assumptions, and data used in performing the calculations.
(b)
The number of off-street loading spaces required shall be calculated using the following procedures:
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(1)
Determine the number of loading spaces normally required under Section 27-582.
(2)
Determine the number of loading spaces that may be readily shared by two (2) or more uses, taking into account
the location of the spaces, the uses they will serve, and the number of hours and when during the day the spaces
will be occupied.
(3)
The number of loading spaces normally required (paragraph (1)) may be reduced by the number of spaces
determined to be unnecessary through the use of shared loading spaces (paragraph (2)).
DIVISION 4. - EXCLUSIONS, WAIVERS, AND DEPARTURES.
Sec. 27-584. - Exclusion of previously existing uses.
(a)
The following shall not be required to comply with the provisions of this Part:
(1)
Any legally existing use that complies with the previous requirements for parking and loading areas (in effect at
the time the use began). If the use is a certified nonconforming use, the parking lot or loading area used with it
shall not be reduced, except in accordance with this Part;
(2)
Any legally existing use for which any of the parking or loading requirements had previously been waived or
reduced by the District Council or the Board of Zoning Appeals, not including departures granted under Section
27-588; and
(3)
Any future use occupying the same premises as either of the above, provided there is no expansion or change of
use that would require a greater number of parking or loading spaces (per Sections 27-568 and 27-582) than the
number of spaces legally existing under the prior regulations. If the use began prior to the establishment of
parking or loading regulations for that use, the phrase "number of spaces legally existing under the prior
regulations" shall mean the current regulations of this Part (for the prior legally existing use). In both cases,
where additional spaces are created, only the area occupied by the additional spaces shall be required to conform
to the Design Standards.
(4)
Any legally existing use in the Town of Upper Marlboro constructed before April 24, 1961; except that any
proposal to increase the GFA (Gross Floor Area) or increase the interior floor area used for human occupancy
must provide parking for the new floor area in accordance with current parking ratios pursuant to Part 11. Any
existing on-site parking may not be used to fulfill the parking requirement for newly created GFA or additional
interior space.
(CB-3-1985; CB-77-2004)
Sec. 27-585. - Waivers in designated areas.
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(a)
Parking Authority/Parking Districts.
(1)
Any of the requirements of this Part may be waived by the District Council for any land within a Parking
District (defined in Subtitle 2, Division 27, of this Code) upon written request by the Prince George's County
Parking Authority. The Parking Authority shall reasonably show that the parking needs can be met and that the
overall purposes of this Part will still be fulfilled.
(2)
Prior to the District Council making a decision, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall:
(A)
Obtain and review the comments of the Prince George's County Parking Authority and the Planning Board; and
(B)
Conduct a public hearing in accordance with Section 27-129.
(3)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council. Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within
fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision with the District Council. If appealed,
all persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District
Council's Rules of Procedures, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the
record of the hearing.
(4)
The District Council's action shall be embodied in a resolution which shall specify the geographical limits
affected by the waiver.
(b)
Other areas.
(1)
The District Council may exclude any area in the County from the requirements of this Part (for all, or certain
specified, uses) upon finding that:
(A)
Other parking or loading facilities are available in the vicinity which provide a satisfactory, permanent
alternative; and
(B)
Either:
(i)
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Providing parking lots or loading spaces is impractical because of the lack of sufficient vacant land located
within a reasonable distance; or
(ii)
In a residential neighborhood, lot sizes are generally too small to permit the parking of vehicles or loading
spaces in accordance with this Part.
(2)
Prior to the District Council making a decision, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall:
(A)
Obtain and review the recommendation of the Planning Board; and
(B)
Conduct a public hearing in accordance with Section 27-129.
(3)
After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a written recommendation with the
District Council. Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within
fifteen (15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision with the District Council. If appealed,
all persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District
Council's Rules of Procedures, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the
record of the hearing.
(4)
The District Council's action shall be embodied in a resolution which shall specify the geographical limits of the
area excluded from the parking requirements. The resolution shall also indicate whether the exclusion is
applicable to all uses or if it is only applicable to certain specified uses.
(c)
U-L-I Optional Parking Plan.
(1)
In the U-L-I Zone, the Planning Board may approve an Optional Parking Plan which may reduce the minimum
parking and loading schedules and design standards required by Part 11 upon a determination that:
(A)
Providing parking lots and loading spaces in strict compliance with Part 11 is impractical because of the lack of
sufficient vacant land located within a reasonable distance; and
(B)
A combination of shared off-street parking agreements, public parking lots and controlled on-street parking
(subject to appropriate authorization from State, County, or municipal government) will be adequate to serve the
designated area; and
(C)
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Modified parking and loading design standards are necessary to maximize the use of off-street locations and to
allow on-street parking and loading alternatives.
(2)
Prior to making its decision, the Planning Board shall obtain and review the recommendation of any
municipality within which the site is located and conduct a public hearing.
(3)
The Planning Board's action shall be embodied in a resolution and shall specify the geographical limits of the
area included in the Parking Plan and whether any properties are to be specifically excluded from the Plan.
(4)
The Planning Board may only approve an Optional Parking Plan contrary to the recommendation of a
municipality containing any portion of the subject land within its boundaries upon the affirmative vote of fourfifths (4/5) of the members of the full Board.
(5)
The Planning Board's decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of record.
The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the
notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision
on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(6)
Prior to making its decision, the District Council shall obtain and review the recommendation of any
municipality within which the site is located and conduct a public hearing.
(7)
The District Council may only approve an Optional Parking Plan contrary to the recommendation of a
municipality containing any portion of the subject land within its boundaries upon the affirmative vote of twothirds (2/3) of the members of the full Council.
(8)
Only those businesses which choose to participate in an Optional Parking Plan will be included in the Plan. Any
other businesses will be subject to all applicable provisions of Part 11.
(CB-1-1994; CB-74-1994; CB-1-2004)
Editor's note— CR-34-1986 extended the waiver of certain off-street parking and loading requirements until
July 1, 1990.
Sec. 27-586. - Reduced requirements for churches.
(a)
For a church, the total number of parking spaces required may be reduced by not more than thirty percent (30%),
provided:
(1)
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The lot upon which the church is located is within five hundred (500) feet of any existing parking lot, including
a public, private, or commercial lot;
(2)
The church has written permission to use the existing parking lot; and
(3)
The existing parking lot has sufficient spaces available during the time of regular church services to provide the
total number of spaces required.
Sec. 27-587. - Departures from Design Standards.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
In order to accomplish the purposes of this Part, the Design Standards (Division 2, Subdivision 2; and Division
3, Subdivision 2) shall normally be complied with. A departure from these Design Standards may be permitted
by the Planning Board or Planning Director, or by a municipality if this authority has been delegated by the
District Council to a Municipal Corporation or through the establishment of a Revitalization Overlay District.
(2)
The Planning Board is authorized to approve departures from Design Standards in this Part, under procedures
and requirements in Part 3, Division 5.
(3)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively, without public hearing, limited departures from
Design Standards, for a maximum of ten percent (10%) of standard requirements. The Director shall follow
procedures and make the findings required in Part 3, Division 5.
(CB-3-1985; CB-1-1989; CB-116-1993; CB-33-1998; CB-42-2002)
Sec. 27-588. - Departures from the number of parking and loading spaces required.
(a)
Authorization.
(1)
In order to accomplish the purposes of this Part, the numbers of off-street parking and loading spaces required
by Sections 27-568 and 27-582 shall generally be provided. A departure from these minimum numbers of spaces
may be permitted by the Planning Board or Planning Director, in accordance with this Section, or by a
municipality if this authority has been delegated by the District Council to a Municipal Corporation or through
the establishment of a Revitalization Overlay District.
(b)
Procedures.
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(1)
Application.
(A)
All requests for a departure shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning Board. The Planning
Board shall determine the contents of the application and shall provide the application form.
(B)
The application form shall be accompanied by the following:
(i)
Three (3) copies of a site plan and other graphic illustrations which are considered necessary to clearly indicate
what is being proposed;
(ii)
Three (3) copies of a written statement by the applicant addressing the requirements of paragraph (8), below.
The applicant shall be responsible for providing all information that is necessary for the Planning Board to make
its decision under paragraph (8);
(iii)
A list containing the names and addresses of each municipality if any part of the property in the application is
located within the municipal boundaries or is located within one (1) mile of the municipality, and a set of
preaddressed envelopes or mailing labels.
(2)
Fees.
(A)
Upon filing the application, the applicant shall pay to the Planning Board a filing fee to help defray the costs
related to processing the application. The filing fee shall be determined by the Planning Board; except that a fee
for a departure for a church or other place of worship (operated as a permitted use in a building originally
constructed as a one-family detached dwelling) shall not exceed One Hundred dollars ($100.00). A reduction in
the fee may be permitted by the Planning Board when it finds that payment will cause undue hardship upon the
applicant.
(B)
In addition to the filing fee, a sign posting fee shall also be paid by the applicant to the Planning Board at the
time the application is filed. The fee shall be determined by the Planning Board. No part of the fee shall be
refunded or waived, unless the Planning Board determines that one (1) of the following applies:
(i)
The fee was paid by mistake, and the applicant has requested (in writing) a refund; or
(ii)
The application is withdrawn prior to posting the signs. In this case the entire sign posting fee shall be refunded.
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(3)
Hearing.
(A)
Prior to making a decision on the departure, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing on the matter. The
Planning Board shall determine the procedures under which the hearing will be held.
(4)
Technical Staff Report.
(A)
The Technical Staff shall analyze the request, and shall forward its comments and recommendations to the
Planning Board. These comments and recommendations shall be available for public examination at least seven
(7) calendar days prior to the public hearing.
(5)
Record.
(A)
The record shall consist of:
(i)
The application form and accompanying data;
(ii)
Comments and recommendations of the Technical Staff;
(iii)
All correspondence relative to the application;
(iv)
All testimony at the public hearing; and
(v)
Other items which the Planning Board deems necessary.
(6)
Planning Board decision.
(A)
After the close of the record, the Planning Board shall take action on the request. The decision of the Planning
Board shall be based on the record, and shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at a regularly scheduled public
meeting.
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(B)
The Planning Board shall give written notice of its decision to all persons of record and the District Council.
(7)
Required findings.
(A)
In order for the Planning Board to grant the departure, it shall make the following findings:
(i)
The purposes of this Part (Section 27-550) will be served by the applicant's request;
(ii)
The departure is the minimum necessary, given the specific circumstances of the request;
(iii)
The departure is necessary in order to alleviate circumstances which are special to the subject use, given its
nature at this location, or alleviate circumstances which are prevalent in older areas of the County which were
predominantly developed prior to November 29, 1949;
(iv)
All methods for calculating the number of spaces required (Division 2, Subdivision 3, and Division 3,
Subdivision 3, of this Part) have either been used or found to be impractical; and
(v)
Parking and loading needs of adjacent residential areas will not be infringed upon if the departure is granted.
(B)
In making its findings, the Planning Board shall give consideration to the following:
(i)
The parking and loading conditions within the general vicinity of the subject property, including numbers and
locations of available on- and off-street spaces within five hundred (500) feet of the subject property;
(ii)
The recommendations of an Area Master Plan, or County or local revitalization plan, regarding the subject
property and its general vicinity;
(iii)
The recommendations of a municipality (within which the property lies) regarding the departure; and
(iv)
Public parking facilities which are proposed in the County's Capital Improvement Program within the general
vicinity of the property.
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(C)
In making its findings, the Planning Board may give consideration to the following:
(i)
Public transportation available in the area;
(ii)
Any alternative design solutions to off-street facilities which might yield additional spaces;
(iii)
The specific nature of the use (including hours of operation if it is a business) and the nature and hours of
operation of other (business) uses within five hundred (500) feet of the subject property;
(iv)
In the R-30, R-30C, R-18, R-18C, R-10A, R-10, and R-H Zones, where development of multifamily dwellings is
proposed, whether the applicant proposes and demonstrates that the percentage of dwelling units accessible to
the physically handicapped and aged will be increased over the minimum number of units required by Subtitle 4
of the Prince George's County Code.
(8)
Appeal.
(A)
The Planning Board's decision may be appealed to the District Council upon petition of any person of record.
The petition shall be filed with the Clerk of the Council within thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the
notice of the Planning Board's decision. The District Council may vote to review the Planning Board's decision
on its own motion within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
(B)
The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Planning Board of any appeal or review decision. Within seven (7)
calendar days after receiving this notice, the Planning Board shall transmit to the District Council a copy of the
file on the proposed departure from Design Standards, all written evidence and materials submitted for
consideration by the Planning Board, a transcript of the public hearing on the proposed departure, and any
additional information or explanatory material deemed appropriate.
(C)
The District Council shall schedule a public hearing on the appeal or review. The hearing shall be held in
accordance with Section 27-132 (District Council hearing procedures). Testimony at the hearing shall be limited
to the facts and information contained within the record made at the hearing before the Planning Board. In
addition, the Council may take judicial notice of any evidence contained in the record of any earlier phase of the
approval process relating to all or a portion of the same property, including the approval of a preliminary plat of
subdivision.
(D)
After the close of the Council's hearing, the Council shall affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the Planning
Board, or return the proposed departure to the Planning Board to take further testimony or reconsider its
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decision.
(E)
The Council may only approve a departure from the minimum number of off-street parking and loading spaces
required contrary to the recommendation of a municipality containing the subject land within its boundaries,
upon an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the full Council.
(F)
The Council shall give its decision in writing, stating the reasons for its action. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to all persons of record and the Planning Board.
(9)
Applicability of the departure.
(A)
An approved departure shall apply only to the use specified in the application.
(c)
Limited departures from the number of parking and loading spaces required.
(1)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively, without public hearing, limited departures from
the number of parking and loading spaces required.
(2)
Limited departures may be approved for a maximum of ten percent (10%) of standard requirements, not to
exceed one hundred (100) parking spaces or one (1) loading space.
(3)
Before approving a limited departure, the Director shall make the findings required in (b)(8) above and all others
the Planning Board would be required to make, if it reviewed the application.
(4)
The Director is not authorized to waive requirements in this Subtitle, grant variances, or modify conditions,
considerations, or other requirements imposed by the Planning Board or District Council in any case.
(5)
The applicant's property shall be posted within ten (10) days of the Director's acceptance of filing of the
application. Posting shall be in accordance with Part 3, Division 1. On and after the first day of posting, the
application may not be amended.
(6)
If a written request for public hearing is not submitted within the posted time period, then the Director may act
on the application. The Director's approval concludes all proceedings.
(7)
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If the Director denies the application or a timely hearing request is submitted, then the application shall be
treated as re-filed on the date of that event. The applicant, Director, and Technical Staff shall then follow the
procedures for Planning Board review in (b) above.
(d)
Departures not permitted.
A departure from the number of spaces required for the physically handicapped (Section 27-566) shall not be
granted unless an exception from the requirements for the handicapped in applicable building codes has been
obtained from the State and County agencies responsible for administering those codes. If the exception is
granted, this Section may be applied to Section 27-566.
(CB-3-1985; CB-38-1988; CB-152-1989; CB-95-1991; CB-97-1993; CB-116-1993; CB-99-1996; CB-14-1998;
CB-15-1998; CB-33-1998; CB-42-2002; CB-12-2003; CB-1-2004)
PART 12. - SIGNS.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-589. - Purposes.
(a)
The purposes of regulating signs are:
(1)
To promote the health, safety, and welfare of the present and future inhabitants of the Regional District;
(2)
To encourage and protect the appropriate use of land, buildings, and structures;
(3)
To regulate unsightly and detrimental signs which could depreciate the value of property and discourage quality
development in the Regional District;
(4)
To regulate signs that are a hazard to safe motor vehicle operation;
(5)
To eliminate structurally unsafe signs that endanger a building, structure, or the public;
(6)
To prevent the proliferation of signs that could detract from the scenic qualities of the landscape or the
attractiveness of development; and
(7)
To control the location and size of signs, so as to provide for adequate identification and advertisement in a
manner that is compatible with land uses in the Regional District.
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(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-590. - Applicability.
(a)
This Part shall govern all signs in all zones, unless otherwise specifically provided elsewhere in this Subtitle.
(b)
The provisions of the Building Code which address signs shall apply, except where in direct conflict with any of
the provisions of this Part.
(c)
Any sign authorized in this Part may contain noncommercial copy, whether or not related to the subject property,
or commercial copy, as long as the sign remains in conformance with applicable design standards. The
placement of noncommercial copy on any authorized sign does not make such sign an outdoor advertising sign.
(d)
Any sign required by County, State, or Federal law shall be governed by those laws and not by this Part (unless
additional regulations are specified herein). The following shall not be subject to the provisions of this Part: the
display of street addresses; signs forming an integral part of a gasoline pump, service appliance, or vending
machine (such signs shall not project beyond the casing or structural housing of the pump, appliance, or
machine); and signs located within a building, enclosed shopping mall, industrial center, or apartment complex,
and not readily visible from outside these developments.
(CB-2-1984; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-591. - Sign measurement. (See Figure 64.)
(a)
The area of a sign shall include the entire face of the sign and any wall work incidental to its decoration. The
area shall include the space between letters, figures, and designs, except where they are mounted directly on the
architectural face of a building with no other decorative wall work. The actual faces of these letters, figures, and
designs on walls shall constitute the sign, and the spaces between them shall not be considered part of the sign.
To calculate the area of the faces of these letters, figures, and designs, the square footage of the sign, as would be
normally computed, shall be calculated and reduced by fifty percent (50%). This fifty percent (50%) shall be
presumed to equal the spaces between the letters, figures, and designs.
(b)
All sides of a sign which are visible from any vantage point shall be measured in determining the area of a sign,
except that only the larger of two (2) sides shall be measured if the two (2) sides are back-to-back or separated
by an angle of forty-five degrees (45°), or less.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-592. - Illumination.
(a)
The light from any illuminated sign shall be shaded, shielded, or directed so that the light intensity does not
adversely affect surrounding areas.
3410/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
Signs which flash or blink, or which have varying intensity of illumination on less than a five (5) second cycle,
are prohibited.
(c)
The illumination or glare from a sign shall not shine directly onto a street so as to constitute a hazard to
motorists.
(d)
In the I-3 Zone, the exterior spotlighting of signs is allowed, provided the lighting is directed only to the sign.
(e)
Notwithstanding the requirements of this Section, Digital Billboards shall be subject to the illumination
standards in Section 27-630.03, below.
(CB-59-1993; CB-84-2016)
Sec. 27-593. - Prohibited signs.
(a)
The following signs are prohibited:
(1)
Any sign not expressly permitted in this Subtitle;
(2)
Any sign no longer advertising a business on the premises, or advertising products no longer stocked or sold,
except as otherwise permitted within Section 27-624.02. These signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days of
the date the business or sale of the products ceases;
(3)
Pennants, pinwheels, feather flags and similar circus- or carnival-type attractors which are visible from a street
or from residential property;
(4)
Signs which obstruct any opening intended to provide ingress or egress for any building or structure;
(5)
Signs which obstruct the view of traffic control devices;
(6)
Signs which, because of their shape, color, or wording, may be confused with any traffic control device (placed
by a public authority), or which may mislead motorists;
(7)
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Signs which are not clean, legible, or in a state of good repair;
(8)
Signs or sign structures that are no longer in use, effaced, or otherwise obsolete;
(9)
Signs which are illegal under State or Federal regulations;
(10)
Signs which are not consistent with the provisions of this Subtitle;
(11)
Signs which are placed on a municipal, County, or State street right-of-way, except those of, or authorized by,
public authorities or agencies, unless specifically authorized elsewhere in this Part;
(12)
Signs projecting from the structural housing of a gasoline pump, service appliance, or vending machine; and
(13)
Outdoor advertising signs (billboards), except those nonconforming outdoor advertising signs certified pursuant
to Section 27-244(b)(2)(E).
(CB-77-1985; CB-24-1991; CB-59-1993; CB-15-2009; CB-61-2016; CB-84-2016)
Sec. 27-594. - Required Signs.
(a)
Gasoline prices.
(1)
One (1) price sign shall be located at each entrance to the station.
(b)
Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing.
(1)
The owner of property on which is located a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation shall
post and maintain a permanent, durable sign identifying the use.
(CB-17-1984; CB-41-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-595. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - ADMINISTRATION.
SUBDIVISION 1. - PERMITS.
Sec. 27-596. - Application.
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(a)
Except as provided in this Part, signs shall not be displayed unless a permit has been issued by the Department
of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
An application for a sign permit shall be submitted on forms provided by the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
Each application shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs which indicate the following:
(1)
Size and location of the sign;
(2)
Design of the sign;
(3)
Sign contents;
(4)
Method of erecting the sign; and
(5)
Other information the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement may require to
insure compliance with this Part and other regulations of the County.
(d)
For freestanding signs, architectural drawings and design criteria shall be provided.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-24-1991; CB-59-1993; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-597. - Referral to Planning Board.
(a)
No sign permit shall be issued after August 31, 1982, until the application has been referred to the Planning
Board (or its authorized representative) for review and recommendations with respect to the requirements of this
Subtitle. Any permit issued without this review and recommendation is invalid.
(b)
No permit shall be recommended for approval until after the expiration of the specified appeal period from a
Planning Board decision concerning the subject property of the permit, unless the right of appeal has been
waived; nor shall any permit be recommended for approval during the pendency of any appeal to, or review by,
the District Council.
(CB-87-1988; CB-59-1993)
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Sec. 27-598. - Issuance.
(a)
Permits for signs may only be obtained when the proposed sign meets the requirements of this Part.
(b)
In the I-3 Zone, the features of proposed signs (except those for directional or informational purposes not
containing more than four (4) square feet) shall be approved by the Planning Board as a part of its review of the
Detailed Site Plan, prior to the issuance of the sign permits.
(c)
No sign permit shall be issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement until after the
expiration of the specified appeal period from a Planning Board decision concerning the subject property of the
permit, unless the right of appeal has been waived; nor shall any permit be issued during the pendency of any
appeal to, or review by, the District Council.
(CB-45-1988; CB-87-1988; CB-24-1991; CB-59-1993; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-599. - Display of issuance certificate; number plate.
The sign permit number plate shall be displayed on the sign itself, or on its supporting structure. The plate shall
be conspicuous and readily accessible to the Inspector. The certificate of issuance, containing the permit number
and date of issuance, shall be shown to a representative of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement (the Inspector) upon verbal request. Instead of displaying individual permits, a certificate (issued
by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement) describing all authorized signs on the premises
may be used.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-59-1993; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-600. - Revocation of permits.
All sign permits are only licenses, and are revocable at any time by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement for failure to meet any of the requirements of this Part. The failure to comply with
any of the regulations, or a valid order by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and
Enforcement, shall subject the owner or user of the sign to the penalties prescribed by Part 3, Division 8.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-601. - Other permits required.
Permits are also required for the installation of electrical signs, in accordance with the provisions of the County
Electrical Code.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-602. - Signs exempt from sign permit.
(a)
Types of signs exempt from sign permit, when all applicable Design Standards of Division 3, Subdivision 3, of
this Part are met:
(1)
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Public: Signs of a noncommercial nature which are erected by, or ordered to be erected by, a public official in
the performance of official duty, or by a governmental agency, such as: safety signs; traffic control signs; signs
of historical interest; and names or locations of cities, towns, and villages.
(2)
Real estate, directional: Temporary signs containing a directional arrow and advertising real estate for sale or
lease, not located on the premises being advertised.
(3)
Real estate, identification: Temporary signs advertising the prospective sale or lease of real estate, located on the
premises being advertised.
(4)
Temporary Signs - Institutional: Temporary signs pertaining to events sponsored by a church; library; school;
hospital; fire station; community center; day care center for children; service, fraternal, or civic organizations; or
other similar group.
(5)
Theater bills and changeable copy: The changing of bills of acts and features on frames for which a permit has
been issued, and changing the copy of any changeable copy sign.
(6)
Window signs: Signs painted on windows to identify the occupants of buildings in Commercial or Industrial
Zones, and in Commercial Zones, temporary signs located in or on the interior side of windows which indicate
the products or services offered in the building.
(b)
The erection or continued existence of the signs listed above shall require conformance with the following:
(1)
An electrical permit shall be obtained, where applicable;
(2)
A building permit shall be obtained, where applicable;
(3)
The signs shall be maintained in accordance with the requirements of this Part for all signs; and
(4)
The requirements of Division 3, Subdivision 4, below, shall be followed.
(c)
Unless otherwise specified within the regulations for the individual zones, in the I-3, M-X-T, and
Comprehensive Design Zones, these signs shall be approved by the Planning Board at the time of Detailed Site
Plan or Specific Design Plan approval.
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(CB-77-1985; CB-109-1989; CB-23-1992; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-603. - Validation of permit issued in error.
A sign permit issued in error may be validated by the District Council. The requirements for this validation are
the same as those for validating building and use and occupancy permits issued in error (Section 27-258).
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-604. - Signs within proposed rights-of-way.
When not allowed by Section 27-614(a), the District Council may authorize the issuance of a sign permit for any
sign on land located within the right-of-way, property, or acquisition lines of a proposed street, rapid transit
route, or rapid transit facility, or proposed relocation or widening of an existing street, rapid transit route, or
rapid transit facility as shown on the General Plan, a Master Plan, or Functional Master Plan of Transportation.
The requirements for this authorization are the same as those for authorizing the issuance of a building permit
for a structure on land located within a proposed right-of-way (Section 27-259).
(CB-33-1985; CB-59-1993)
SUBDIVISION 2. - NONCONFORMING USE SIGNS AND NONCONFORMING SIGNS.
Sec. 27-605. - Signs for nonconforming businesses in Residential Zones.
When a use and occupancy permit has been issued for a certified nonconforming commercial or industrial use of
property in a Residential Zone, or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan
for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan, signs may be permitted on the property. These signs shall be regulated by the same
provisions as those for the least intensive Commercial or Industrial Zone in which the use is normally allowed.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-606. - Alteration.
(a)
Applicability.
(1)
The nonconforming signs identified in Section 27-608(b) as being covered by the amortization procedures may
only be altered, replaced, or relocated in conformance with this Section. Other provisions of this Subtitle relating
to nonconforming buildings, structures, and uses (Part 3, Division 6) do not apply to these nonconforming signs.
(2)
Other nonconforming signs (including Outdoor Advertising Signs) may be maintained, structurally altered,
repaired, replaced, or relocated in conformance with Part 3, Division 6.
(3)
This Section does not apply to signs for which a departure from Design Standards (Subdivision 4, below) has
been granted; nor to any sign for which the District Council granted a waiver under prior regulations.
(b)
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Requirements.
(1)
Nonconforming signs which are covered by the amortization procedures (Section 27-608) may be altered or
replaced only in a manner which reduces the degree of nonconformity with the current provisions of this Part.
These signs may be relocated only if the relocation brings the signs into conformance with the requirements of
this Part.
(2)
Nonconforming signs (except outdoor advertising) which are not covered by the amortization procedures
(Section 27-608) shall be structurally altered, relocated, or expanded only in compliance with the requirements
of this Part which apply to new signs, or in conformance with Part 3, Division 6.
(CB-79-1985; CB-59-1993; CB-84-2016)
Sec. 27-607. - Illegal signs.
(a)
An illegal sign is a sign which:
(1)
Does not conform to the current provisions of this Part; and
(2)
Was erected or maintained in violation of the applicable requirements of previously existing ordinances.
(b)
These signs shall be removed, or made to conform to the current requirements of this Part by the owner or user
of the sign or by the owner of the premises upon which it is located. Signs for which the District Council has
validated a permit issued in error (Section 27-258) shall not be subject to this requirement.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-608. - Amortization.
(a)
Purpose.
(1)
The purpose of this Section is to provide reasonable standards for the removal of nonconforming signs, while
preventing unreasonable loss.
(b)
Requirements.
(1)
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Any sign (except an outdoor advertising sign) in existence on December 24, 1975, which does not conform to
the current requirements of this Part, but was erected in accordance with the applicable requirements of
previously existing ordinances, shall be regarded as a nonconforming sign which may be continued for the
periods shown in the following table. The period begins on July 1, 1976. These signs may be continued only if
they are maintained in accordance with this Subtitle and other County ordinances.
ORIGINAL COST OF SIGN CONTINUANCE PERIOD
$1 - $300

6 months

$301 - $1,000

1 year

$1,001 - $3,000

2 years

$3,001 - $5,000

3 years

$5,001 - $10,000

4 years

$10,001 - $15,000

5 years

$15,001 - $20,000

6 years

More than $20,000

7 years

(2)
After the continuance period has passed, the sign shall be removed.
(3)
The continuance period shall remain the same if the sign is altered or replaced.
(4)
Other requirements of this Subtitle relating to nonconforming buildings, structures, or uses shall not apply to
signs being amortized.
(CB-59-1993)
SUBDIVISION 3. - ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 27-609. - Maintenance and removal of unsafe or illegal signs.
(a)
Whenever the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, or a designated
representative determines that a sign or poster is unsafe or illegal, the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement or designated representative shall (in writing) order that the sign be made safe or
removed. The order shall be complied with by the person owning or using the sign or, in the case of a gateway
sign, the Homeowners' Association or other entity responsible for maintenance within five (5) days after the
person, Homeowners' Association, or entity receives the order. In the event of an emergency situation (when
there is an immediate danger to public safety), the unsafe sign shall be made safe or removed without any delay
or written order.
(b)
If the unsafe or illegal sign is not removed or maintained in accordance with the order, the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or designated representative shall have the sign
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removed. Removal shall be referred to the Department of Public Works and Transportation. The cost of removal
shall be borne by the owner, user, Homeowners' Association, or entity responsible for the sign. For purposes of
this Subtitle, all illegal signs in the County right-of-way shall be deemed an immediate danger to public safety
and may be removed without any delay or written order. Any costs of removal shall be borne by the person or
entity responsible for the sign.
(c)
The penalties prescribed in Section 27-265 of this Subtitle and in Section 28-111(c) of this Code may be invoked
if the sign is not removed or maintained in accordance with the order.
(d)
The maintenance of an entrance feature, including gateway signs and associated landscaping, shall be the
responsibility of a Homeowner's Association or any other entity or person designated in a maintenance
arrangement approved by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Any entrance which has
not been maintained in a safe and attractive manner may, for the purpose of this Section, be deemed by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to be an unsafe sign.
(e)
It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to attach any illegal sign or illegal poster to any public utility
pole, or to the exterior of any other public structure, posts, signs, or telephone/electrical boxes, or, with the
exception of those permitted under Section 27-602, to place an illegal sign or illegal poster in the County rightof-way. Unless rebutted by competent evidence, any such sign or poster shall be presumed to be owned by and
attached by the person whose business name, business address, business telephone, or trademark is contained on
the face of the sign or poster.
(CB-50-1984; CB-109-1989; CB-59-1993; CB-73-2001; CB-29-2014; CB-79-2015; CB-61-2016)
Sec. 27-610. - Violations.
(a)
If a sign violates any of the requirements of the applicable ordinances existing at the time of its erection, the
Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, the Director of Public Works and Transportation, or a
designated representative of either shall order (in writing) that the sign be removed or made to conform to the
requirements of this Part. The order shall be complied with by the owner or user of the sign within fifteen (15)
days.
(b)
If the order is not complied with, the Director or designated representative may have the sign removed. The cost
of removal shall be borne by the owner or user of the sign.
(c)
The penalties prescribed in Section 27-265 of this Subtitle and in Section 28-111(c) of this Code may be invoked
if the order is not complied with.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-59-1993; CB-73-2001; CB-29-2014; CB-61-2016)
Sec. 27-611. - Extension of grace period.
See Section 27-266.
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(CB-59-1993)
SUBDIVISION 4. - DEPARTURES FROM SIGN DESIGN STANDARDS.
Sec. 27-612. - Authorization and procedures.
(a)
Except for signs exempt from permit requirements, as provided in Section 27-602, departures from sign design
standards may be permitted by the Planning Board or Planning Director, or by a municipality if this authority
has been delegated by the District Council to a Municipal Corporation or through the establishment of a
Revitalization Overlay District.
(b)
No departures from design standards shall be permitted for any sign erected in violation of this Subtitle, and for
which a sign permit was not obtained at the time the sign was erected.
(c)
No departures from design standards shall be permitted for any sign in the U-L-I Zone.
(d)
The Planning Board is authorized to approve departures from sign design standards, under procedures and
requirements in Part 3, Division 5.
(e)
The Planning Director is authorized to approve administratively, without public hearing, limited departures from
sign design standards, for a maximum of ten percent (10%) of standard requirements. The Director shall follow
procedures and make the findings required in Part 3, Division 5.
(CB-108-1986; CB-1-1989; CB-24-1991; CB-59-1993; CB-116-1993; CB-1-1994; CB-33-1998; CB-42-2002)
DIVISION 3. - DESIGN STANDARDS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ON-SITE SIGNS.
Sec. 27-613. - Attached to a building or canopy.
(a)
Location.
(1)
In all Commercial and Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones), signs may be attached to the walls or
roof of a building or to a canopy that is located at least ten (10) feet behind a street line. No signs may be erected
on the top of a canopy. No sign shall be erected on a rear wall or canopy attached to a rear wall so that it is
visible from any land in any Residential Zone or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan.
(2)
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In the I-3 Zone, the signs may be located anywhere on a building that the Planning Board deems appropriate,
subject to the height limitations below.
(3)
In the U-L-I Zone, the signs shall be located in accordance with Section 27-474.01(g).
(b)
Height.
(1)
In all Commercial and Industrial Zones (except the I-3 Zone), no sign shall extend more than twelve (12) feet
above the roof line or parapet wall (whichever is higher) of that part of the building to which the sign is attached.
(See Figure 65.)
(2)
In the I-3 Zone the sign shall not extend above the lowest point of the roof of the building to which it is attached.
(See Figure 65.)
(3)
In the U-L-I Zone, the height of signs shall be in accordance with Section 27-474.01(g).
(c)
Area. (See Figure 66.)
(1)
In general.
(A)
The maximum permissible area of building and canopy signs is dependent upon the building or canopy width,
the distance between the edge of the canopy and the street line toward which the sign faces, and whether the
permissible sign area is divided between the building and the canopy.
(2)
C-O Zone.
(A)
In the C-O Zone, if all of the permissible sign area is to be used on a building, the area of all of the signs on a
building shall be not more than one (1) square foot for each two (2) lineal feet of width along the front of a
building (measured along the wall facing the front of the lot or the wall containing the principal entrance to the
building, whichever is greater) to a maximum of one hundred (100) square feet. If the building is on a corner lot,
a portion of the allowed sign area may be displayed on the side street; however, it shall be limited to fifty (50)
square feet if the front lot line of any residentially zoned lot or lot land proposed to be used for residential
purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C
Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan is located on either side of the street between the subject
property and the next intersecting street.
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(B)
If all of the permissible sign area is to be used on a canopy which is located at least thirty (30) feet behind the
street line, the provisions of subparagraph (A), above, shall apply, measured along the front wall of the building
or the front edge of the canopy (whichever has the greater width).
(C)
If all of the permissible sign area is to be used on a canopy that is located less than thirty (30), but at least ten
(10), feet behind the street line, the total area of all signs on any one (1) canopy shall not exceed one (1) square
foot for each four (4) lineal feet of building or canopy width (whichever has the greater width) to a maximum of
fifty (50) square feet. If the canopy is on a corner lot, a portion of the allowed sign area may be displayed on the
side street; however, it shall be limited to twenty-five (25) square feet if the front lot line of any residentially
zoned lot or lot land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a
Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or
Detailed Site Plan is located on either side of the street between the subject property and the next intersecting
street.
(D)
If the permissible sign area is to be divided between a building and a canopy, the provisions of subparagraphs
(A), (B), and (C), above (as applicable to the particular building and canopy on the subject property), shall be
used to determine the permissible sign area on each structure on a prorated basis. (For example, if the
permissible sign area on a building is one hundred (100) square feet and the permissible sign area on a canopy is
fifty (50) square feet and the applicant chooses to allocate fifty percent (50%) of the permissible sign area to
each structure, the permissible sign area on the building would be fifty (50) square feet and the permissible sign
area on the canopy would be twenty-five (25) square feet. As the percentage of total permissible sign area
allocated to each structure varies, the permissible sign area on each structure varies, accordingly.)
(3)
Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones).
(A)
In all Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and all Industrial Zones (except the I-3 Zone), if all of the
permissible sign area is to be used on a building occupied by two (2) or more uses that are not located within an
integrated shopping or industrial center or office building complex, the following applies:
(i)
Each building shall be allowed a sign having an area of at least sixty (60) square feet.
(ii)
Except as provided in (i), above, the area of all of the signs on a one (1) story building shall be not more than
two (2) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of width along the front of the building (measured along the wall
facing the front of the lot or the wall containing the principal entrance to the building, whichever is greater), to a
maximum of four hundred (400) square feet.
(iii)
Except as provided in (i), above, the area of all of the signs on a two (2) or three (3) story building shall be not
more than three (3) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of width along the front of the building (measured as
in (ii), above), to a maximum of four hundred (400) square feet.
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(iv)
For a building containing more than three (3) stories, one (1) additional square foot of sign area (to that allowed
in (iii), above) for each additional one (1) to three (3) stories shall be allowed, to a maximum of four hundred
(400) square feet of total sign area for each building. (For example, the sign area for a four (4) to six (6) story
building is based on four (4) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of building width, the sign area for a seven
(7) to nine (9) story building is based on five (5) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of building width, and so
on, to a maximum of four hundred (400) square feet for each building.)
(B)
In all Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and all Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones), if all
of the permissible sign area is to be used on any building occupied by only one (1) use that is not located within
an integrated shopping or industrial center or office building complex, the following applies:
(i)
Each building shall be allowed a sign having an area of at least sixty (60) square feet.
(ii)
Except as provided in (i), above, the area of all of the signs on a building shall be not more than two (2) square
feet for each one (1) lineal foot of width along the front of the building (measured along the wall facing the front
of the lot or the wall containing the principal entrance to the building, whichever is greater), to a maximum of
four hundred (400) square feet.
(C)
In all Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and all Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones), if all
of the permissible sign area is to be used on any building that is located within an integrated shopping or
industrial center or office building complex, the following applies:
(i)
The area of all of the signs on a building shall be not more than two (2) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of
width along the front of the building measured along the wall containing the principal entrance of each
individual place of business to a maximum of four hundred (400) square feet.
(ii)
If there is more than one (1) use sharing the same building width along the entrance wall, such as on two (2)
floors, the sign area shall be the same as if only one (1) business was using the width.
(D)
In the case of subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), above, if the building is on a corner lot, a portion of the allowed
sign may be displayed on the side street; however, it shall be limited to fifty (50) square feet if the front lot line
of any residentially zoned lot is located on either side of the street between the subject property and the next
intersecting street.
(E)
If all of the permissible sign area is to be used on a canopy which is located at least thirty (30) feet behind the
street line, the provisions of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) and of subparagraph (D), above, shall apply, measured
along the front of the building or the front edge of the canopy (whichever has the greater width).
3423/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(F)
If all of the permissible sign area is to be used on a canopy that is located less than thirty (30), but at least ten
(10), feet behind the street line, the total area of all signs on any one (1) canopy shall not exceed one (1) square
foot for each lineal foot of building or canopy width (whichever has the greater width), to a maximum of two
hundred (200) square feet. In the case of a shopping center, office building complex, or industrial center, the
canopy width, measured along the front edge of the canopy in front of each individual place of business, shall be
used. If the canopy is on a corner lot, a portion of the allowed sign area may be displayed on the side street;
however, it shall be limited to twenty-five (25) square feet if the front lot line of any residentially zoned lot or lot
land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone,
approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan is located on either
side of the street between the subject property and the next intersecting street.
(G)
If the permissible sign area is to be divided between a building and a canopy, the provisions of subparagraphs
(A) through (F), above (as applicable to the particular building and canopy on the subject property), shall be
used to determine the permissible sign area on each structure on a prorated basis. (For example, if the
permissible sign area on a building is four hundred (400) square feet and the permissible sign area on a canopy is
two hundred (200) square feet and the applicant chooses to allocate fifty percent (50%) of the permissible sign
area to each structure, the permissible sign area on the building would be two hundred (200) square feet and the
permissible sign area on the canopy would be one hundred (100) square feet. As the percentage of total
permissible sign area allocated to each structure varies, the permissible sign area on each structure varies,
accordingly.)
(4)
I-3 Zone.
(A)
In the I-3 Zone, the area of all of the signs on a building wall facing a street shall be not more than one (1)
square foot for each one (1) lineal foot of building width facing that street.
(5)
In the U-L-I Zone, the area of all signs shall be in accordance with Section 27-474.01(g).
(d)
Projecting signs. (See Figure 67.)
(1)
In all Commercial and Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones), signs may project from walls or
canopies, in accordance with the following:
(A)
The signs shall project not more than forty-two (42) inches from the vertical plane of the wall or canopy to
which they are attached;
(B)
The signs on buildings shall extend not closer than two (2) feet to the vertical plane of the street curb line;
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(C)
The signs on canopies shall extend not closer than ten (10) feet to the vertical plane of the street line;
(D)
The signs may extend over public property only where there is no required building setback. In this case, the
sign may extend not more than forty-two (42) inches beyond the property line or closer than ten (10) feet to a
curb line. These signs shall have a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet above the finished grade of a public
sidewalk and eighteen (18) feet above driveways or alleys;
(E)
Only one (1) projecting sign shall be permitted on a building or canopy;
(F)
Projecting signs are prohibited on the side of a building facing a side street, if the majority of the street frontage
in that block is for properties in Residential Zones or land proposed to be used for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any
approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan on either side of the street.
(2)
In the I-3 Zone, the signs shall be located in any manner the Planning Board deems appropriate, subject to the
height limitations in (c), above.
(3)
In the U-L-I Zone, projecting signs shall be prohibited, except in accordance with Section 27-474.01(g).
(e)
Design.
(1)
In the I-3 Zone, signs shall be either:
(A)
Designed as a part of the architectural design of the building; or
(B)
Approved as an element of the proposed development on the lot, taking into account its relationship to the other
proposed improvements.
(f)
Mixed Use Zones.
(1)
In the Mixed Use Zones, the design standards for all signs attached to a building shall be determined by the
Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Detailed Site Plan review. Each Detailed Site
Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size, methods of sign
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attachment, and other information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the Planning Board
shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed location and the
uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the Mixed Use Zone development and, in the M-X-C
Zone, are in conformance with the sign program as set forth in Section 27-546.04(j).
(g)
Comprehensive Design Zones.
(1)
In the Comprehensive Design Zones, the design standards for all on-site signs attached to a building shall be
determined by the Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Specific Design Plan review.
Each Specific Design Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size,
methods of sign attachment, and other information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the
Planning Board shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed
location and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the development. As a guide, the
Planning Board shall consider how on-site signs are regulated in the Commercial and Industrial Zones.
(CB-41-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-76-1985; CB-63-1992; CB-93-1993; CB-1-1994)
Sec. 27-614. - Freestanding signs.
(a)
Location.
(1)
In all Commercial and Industrial Zones (except the I-3 and U-L-I Zones), signs shall only be located on property
where the main building associated with the sign is located at least forty (40) feet behind the front street line.
This shall not apply to integrated shopping centers, other commercial centers with three (3) or more businesses
served by common and immediate off-street parking and loading facilities, industrial centers, or office building
complexes.
(2)
In the C-O Zone, signs shall not be located within fifty (50) feet of any land in any Residential Zone, or land
proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone,
approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or any approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan.
(3)
In the I-3 Zone, signs may be located anywhere that the Planning Board deems appropriate, subject to the height
limitations below.
(4)
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subtitle addressing setbacks and yards, in all Commercial and
Industrial Zones (except the I-3 Zone), signs need only be located ten (10) feet behind the street line. Where the
street line is situated behind the actual existing street right-of-way line, freestanding on-site signs may be
temporarily located within the area between the street line and the existing street right-of-way line (the area of
proposed future widening of an existing street), provided that:
(A)
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The land area involved has not been, and is not in the process of being, acquired for street purposes;
(B)
The sign is located at least ten (10) feet behind the existing street right-of-way line; and
(C)
A written agreement between the owner and the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
assures that the sign will be removed, at the owner's expense, at the time of acquisition of that area for street
purposes.
(5)
In the R-10 and R-H Zones, where general business and professional offices are allowed by Special Exception,
the location of signs shall be approved as a part of the Special Exception approval (Section 27-386).
(6)
Gas station price signs shall be affixed to the same freestanding structure that supports the sign containing other
advertising matter. A freestanding price sign erected in accordance with this Section shall not be permitted on
the premises if other price signs erected in accordance with Section 27-623 are present on the premises.
(b)
Height.
(1)
The maximum height of signs shall be as shown in the following table. Measurements are from the finished
grade at the base of the sign to the top of the sign. (See Figure 65.)
ZONE

MAXIMUM HEIGHT (IN FEET)

C-O

8

Commercial Zones (except C-O)

25

Industrial Zones (except I-3)

25

I-3 Zone

Not greater than the lowest point of the roof
of any building in the employment park

(2)
In the R-10 and R-H Zones, where general business and professional offices are allowed by Special Exception,
the height of the sign shall be approved as a part of the Special Exception approval (Section 27-386).
(c)
Area. (See Figure 66.)
(1)
The area of freestanding on-site signs is in addition to that allowed for any other signs on a specific property.
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(2)
In the C-O Zone, the area of a freestanding sign shall be not more than one (1) square foot for each eight (8)
lineal feet of street frontage of the property occupied by the use associated with the sign. The area of the sign
shall generally be not more than twenty-five (25) square feet. On a lot having frontage on a divided highway
with an existing right-of-way of at least one hundred (100) feet, the maximum size of the sign shall be fifty (50)
square feet.
(3)
In all Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and all Industrial Zones (except the I-3 Zone), the area of the
sign shall be not more than either:
(A)
One (1) square foot for each two (2) lineal feet of street frontage, to a maximum of two hundred (200) square
feet for each sign, if the building is located in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with three
(3) or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street parking and loading facilities, industrial
center, or office building complex. The street frontage shall be measured on the property occupied by the center
or complex associated with the sign; or
(B)
One (1) square foot for each four (4) lineal feet of street frontage, to a maximum of two hundred (200) square
feet for each sign, if the business is not located in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with
three (3) or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street parking and loading facilities,
industrial center, or office building complex. The street frontage shall be measured on the property occupied by
the use associated with the sign.
(4)
In the I-3 Zone, the area of the sign shall be not more than one (1) square foot for each five (5) lineal feet of
street frontage along the street on which the sign faces.
(5)
In the R-10 and R-H Zones, where general business and professional offices are allowed by Special Exception,
the area of the sign shall be approved as a part of the Special Exception approval (Section 27-386).
(6)
Freestanding gas station price signs shall meet the following standards:
(A)
If the sign reflects the price of only leaded regular and unleaded regular gasoline, it shall not exceed twenty-five
(25) square feet in area, except as provided for in subparagraph (C), below;
(B)
If the sign reflects the price of three (3) or more types of gasoline, it shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in
area, except as provided for in subparagraph (C), below;
(C)
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Any unused freestanding sign area authorized under other provisions of this Section may be added to the
permissible sign area for gasoline prices;
(D)
The total combined area of freestanding gasoline price and other on-site signs on one (1) support structure shall
not exceed two hundred (200) square feet.
(d)
Quantity.
(1)
In the C-O Zone, only one (1) freestanding on-site sign shall generally be permitted for each office building
complex or single office building. If the property has frontage on two (2) parallel (or approximately parallel)
streets, one (1) freestanding sign shall be permitted on each street.
(2)
In all Commercial Zones (except the C-O Zone) and all Industrial Zones (except the I-3 Zone), there are two (2)
options (subparagraphs (A) and (B), below) which may be used to calculate the number of signs allowed. Option
One can be used for any property which has the specified minimum frontage on one (1) or more streets. Option
Two may be used only for property which has the specified minimum frontage on each of two (2) parallel (or
approximately parallel) streets. Both options can apply to either a business located within an integrated shopping
center, other commercial center with three (3) or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street
parking and loading facilities, industrial center, or office building complex, or a business not located in a center
or complex. In the case of a center or complex, the street frontage is that which the entire center or complex has,
and the number of signs permitted are the total number for the entire center or complex.
(A)
Option One:
TOTAL STREET FRONTAGE
ON ALL STREETS

NUMBER OF SIGNS
PERMITTED

If in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with three (3)
or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street parking
and loading facilities, industrial center, or office building complex:
0 to under 100 feet

None

100 to 1,100 feet

1.0

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction)

1.0

If not in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with
three (3) or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street
parking and loading facilities, industrial center, or office building
complex:
0 to under 40 feet

None

40 to 1,100 feet

1.0

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction)

1.0
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(B)
Option Two:
TOTAL STREET FRONTAGE
ON ALL STREETS

NUMBER OF SIGNS
PERMITTED

If in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with three (3)
or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street parking
and loading facilities, industrial center, or office building complex:
0 to under 100 feet on each of two parallel (or approximately parallel)
streets

None

100 to 1,100 feet on each of two parallel (or approximately parallel)
streets

One on each street

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction) on one of the streets

One on each street

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction) on each of the streets

One on each street

If not in an integrated shopping center, other commercial center with
three (3) or more businesses served by common and immediate off-street
parking and loading facilities, industrial center, or office building
complex:
0 to under 40 feet on each of two parallel (or approximately parallel)
streets

None

40 to 1,100 feet on each of two parallel (or approximately parallel)
streets

One on each street

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction) on one of the streets

One on each street

Each additional 1,000 feet (or fraction) on each of the streets

One on each street

(3)
In the I-3 Zone, the number of freestanding on-site signs permitted shall be determined by the Planning Board at
the time of Detailed Site Plan review.
(4)
In the R-10 and R-H Zones, where general business and professional offices are permitted by Special Exception,
one (1) freestanding sign shall be permitted if approved as a part of the Special Exception approval (Section 27386).
(5)
For the purpose of this Section, "approximately parallel" means that the angle between the two (2) streets is less
than forty-five (45) degrees.
(e)
Mixed Use Zones.
(1)
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In the Mixed Use Zones, the Design Standards for freestanding on-site signs shall be determined by the Planning
Board for each development at the time of Detailed Site Plan review. Each Detailed Site Plan shall be
accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size, methods of sign support, and other
information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the Planning Board shall find that the
proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed location and the use to be served,
and are in keeping with the remainder of the Mixed Use Zone development and, in the M-X-C Zone, are in
conformance with the sign program as set forth in Section 27-546.04(j).
(f)
Comprehensive Design Zones.
(1)
In the Comprehensive Design Zones, the Design Standards for all freestanding on-site signs shall be determined
by the Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Specific Design Plan review. Each
Specific Design Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size,
methods of sign support, and other information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the
Planning Board shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed
location and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the development. As a guide, the
Planning Board shall consider how on-site signs are regulated in the Commercial and Industrial Zones.
(CB-41-1984; CB-110-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-49-1986; CB-63-1992; CB-32-1993; CB-59-1993; CB-1-1994;
CB-29-2014)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SIGNS FOR SPECIFIC USES.
Sec. 27-615. - Nonresidential uses in Residential and R-M-H Zones.
When not otherwise provided for in this Subtitle, a sign associated with a nonresidential use allowed in a
Residential Zone or the R-M-H Zone shall be permitted, and shall be regulated by the same provisions as those
for the least intensive Commercial Zone in which the nonresidential use is allowed. If the nonresidential use
requires a Special Exception, no freestanding on-site sign for the use shall be permitted, unless it is shown on the
approved site plan. If the nonresidential use is not allowed in a Commercial Zone, the sign shall be regulated by
the provisions applicable to on-site signs in the C-O Zone.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-616. - Construction.
(a)
Construction site signs may be erected in any zone, subject to the following:
(1)
Residential, R-S, R-M, R-U, and R-M-H Zones.
(A)
Maximum area of each sign - 24 square feet; plus 12 square feet for each additional acre in the project above 2
acres, to a maximum of 100 square feet.
(B)
Location - On building or premises being constructed.
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(C)
Maximum number allowed - 1 per project; plus 1 for each additional street the property fronts on (must face
additional street frontage).
(2)
Commercial, Industrial, and L-A-C, M-A-C, E-I-A, and M-X-T Zones.
(A)
Maximum area of each sign - 120 square feet.
(B)
Location - On building or premises being constructed.
(C)
Maximum number allowed - 1 for each project; plus 1 for each additional street the property fronts on (must face
additional street frontage).
(b)
The permits for the construction site signs shall be valid only while the project is being constructed.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-617. - Institutional - Other than Temporary.
(a)
In any zone (except Comprehensive Design and Mixed Use Zones) where a church; library; school; hospital; fire
station; community center; day care center for children; service, fraternal, or civic organizations; or other similar
institution is allowed, a sign may be erected. Institutional signs shall meet the following design standards:
(1)
Maximum area for each sign - 48 square feet.
(2)
Maximum height - 8 feet above finished grade at base of sign.
(3)
Minimum setback - 15 feet from adjoining land in any Residential Zone (or land proposed to be used for
residential purposes in a Comprehensive Design, Mixed Use, or Planned Community Zone).
(4)
Type allowed - freestanding or attached to a building.
(5)
Maximum number - 1 per street the property fronts on (must face street frontage).
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(b)
In the Mixed Use Zones, the Design Standards for institutional signs shall be determined and approved by the
Planning Board for each development at the time of Detailed Site Plan review. Each Detailed Site Plan shall be
accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size, methods of sign attachment or
support, and other information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the Planning Board shall
find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed location and the uses to
be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the Mixed Use Zone development, and in the M-X-C Zone
are in conformance with the sign program as set forth in Section 27-546.04(j).
(c)
In the Comprehensive Design Zones, the Design Standards for institutional signs shall be determined by the
Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Specific Design Plan review. Each Specific
Design Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design, size, methods of
sign attachment or support, and other information the Planning Board requires. In approving these signs, the
Planning Board shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed
location and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the development. As a guide, the
Planning Board shall consider how on-site signs are regulated in the Commercial and Industrial Zones.
(CB-23-1988; CB-63-1992; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-618. - Real estate signs.
(a)
Temporary advertising.
(1)
Temporary real estate advertising signs are permitted in Residential, Commercial, Industrial, and R-M-H Zones,
subject to the following Design Standards:
(A)
Residential and R-M-H Zones.
(i)
Maximum area of each sign - 24 square feet; plus 12 square feet for each additional acre advertised above 2
acres, to a maximum of 100 square feet.
(ii)
Location - On building or premises advertised.
(iii)
Maximum number allowed - 1 for each property advertised; plus 1 for each additional street the property fronts
on (must face additional street frontage).
(B)
Commercial and Industrial Zones.
(i)
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Maximum area of each sign - 120 square feet.
(ii)
Location - On building or premises advertised.
(iii)
Maximum number allowed - 1 for each property advertised; plus 1 for each additional street the property fronts
on (must face additional street frontage).
(2)
A temporary real estate advertising sign permit shall be valid for only six (6) months. The permit may be
renewed for additional six (6) month periods at the discretion of the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. The permit may be terminated at any time.
(b)
Temporary directional.
(1)
Temporary real estate directional signs are permitted in any Residential, Commercial, Industrial, or R-M-H
Zone, subject to the following Design Standards:
(A)
Maximum area of sign - 50 square feet.
(B)
Location - Within 4 street miles of project.
(C)
Minimum setbacks - 15 feet from public street; 150 feet from the nearest curb intersection of any two streets.
(D)
Maximum number allowed - 4 per project.
(E)
Maximum Height - 15 feet above finished grade at base of sign.
(2)
A temporary real estate directional sign permit shall be valid for only six (6) months. The permit may be
renewed for additional six (6) month periods at the discretion of the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement. The permit may be terminated at any time.
(c)
Permanent identification.
(1)
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Permanent real estate signs identifying an apartment house or complex are permitted in any multifamily
Residential Zone, subject to the following Design Standards:
(A)
Maximum area per sign - 48 square feet.
(B)
Location - On the building or premises.
(C)
Maximum number allowed - 1 for the first 100 dwelling units, plus 1 for each additional 100 dwelling units, to a
maximum of 4 signs (and a maximum of 192 square feet). In lieu of multiple signs, the sign area may be
allocated to fewer signs.
(2)
Permanent real estate signs identifying a business are permitted in the U-L-I Zone, subject to the following
Design Standards:
(A)
Maximum area per sign - 3 square feet.
(B)
Location - on the building adjacent to the main entrance to a business.
(C)
Maximum number allowed - 1 per business entrance.
(d)
Mixed Use Zones.
(1)
In the Mixed Use Zones, the Design Standards for advertising, directional, and permanent real estate signs shall
be determined and approved by the Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Detailed Site
Plan review. Each Detailed Site Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the
design, size, methods of sign attachment or support, and other information the Planning Board requires. In
approving these signs, the Planning Board shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and
design, given the proposed location and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the
Mixed Use Zone development, and in the M-X-C Zone are in conformance with the sign program as set forth in
Section 27-546.04(j).
(e)
Comprehensive Design Zones.
(1)
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In the Comprehensive Design Zones, the Design Standards for advertising, directional, and permanent real estate
signs shall be determined by the Planning Board for each individual development at the time of Specific Design
Plan review. Each Specific Design Plan shall be accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the
design, size, methods of sign attachment or support, and other information the Planning Board requires. In
approving these signs, the Planning Board shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and
design, given the proposed location and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the
development. As a guide, the Planning Board shall consider how these signs are regulated in the Residential,
Commercial, and Industrial Zones.
(CB-50-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-49-1986; CB-38-1988; CB-63-1992; CB-59-1993; CB-1-1994; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-619. - Tourist homes; country inns.
(a)
Signs associated with tourist homes or country inns are permitted, subject to the following:
(1)
Maximum area per sign - 6 square feet.
(2)
Maximum number allowed - 1 per home or inn.
(3)
Location - anywhere on premises.
(4)
Minimum setbacks - 5 feet behind the street line.
(b)
The signs may be illuminated, but no neon, red, or flashing device may be used. The illumination shall be
confined to the face of the sign and not glare onto residential property or public streets.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-620. - Directional signs for institutional uses and golf courses.
(a)
Directional signs indicating the locations and names of schools, institutions, or day care centers for children;
service, fraternal, or civic organizations; golf courses or country clubs; or churches may be placed within or on
land in any Commercial or Industrial Zone (except the I-3 Zone) adjacent to street rights-of-way. The following
Design Standards apply to these signs.
(b)
Maximum area.
(1)
Within street right-of-way - 4 square feet.
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(2)
On Commercial or Industrial land - 16 square feet.
(c)
Illumination.
(1)
The signs shall not be illuminated (but may be of the beaded reflector type).
(d)
Other regulations.
(1)
The signs shall be erected in accordance with applicable State, County, or municipal highway regulations.
(CB-77-1985; CB-23-1988; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-621. - Farm products (wayside stand).
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area per sign - 48 square feet.
(b)
Quantity.
(1)
Maximum number allowed - 1 per street the property fronts on (must face street frontage).
(c)
Location.
(1)
At least 10 feet behind the street line; and
(2)
At least 50 feet from the nearest corner of any street intersection.
(d)
Illumination.
(1)
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Any illumination shall be confined to the face of the sign, and shall not glare onto adjacent property or streets.
(CB-24-1991; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-622. - Home occupations.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 2 square feet.
(b)
Illumination.
(1)
Any illumination shall be of an enclosed lamp design and nonflashing, and shall contain no red illumination.
Reflector-type signs may be used.
(c)
Quantity.
(1)
Maximum number of signs - 1 per street the property fronts on.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-623. - Incidental building identification.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 2 square feet.
(b)
Illumination.
(1)
Any illumination shall be of an enclosed lamp design and nonflashing, and shall contain no red illumination.
Reflector-type signs may be used.
(c)
Location.
(1)
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Attached to the building.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-624. - Gateway Signs.
(a)
A permanent gateway sign identifying a residential subdivision is permitted in any Residential Zone, and is
required in any subdivision in the R-T Zone with more than twenty-five (25) dwelling units for which a Detailed
Site Plan is approved after December 30, 1996, provided that maintenance is the responsibility of a
Homeowners' Association, or other entity or person designated in a maintenance arrangement approved by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement, subject to the following design standards:
(1)
Maximum lettering area per sign - twelve (12) square feet;
(2)
Maximum height - six (6) feet above established grade;
(3)
Location - at the entrance to a residential subdivision, set back from the roadway to maintain unobstructed lines
of vision for five hundred (500) feet in all directions of travel;
(4)
Materials - low maintenance, durable, and in keeping with the character of the community. Plastic signs with
internal illumination are prohibited; and
(5)
Landscaping which is attractive year-round shall be provided at the base of a gateway sign.
(b)
The design of a gateway sign and any accompanying entrance feature shall be reviewed concurrently, as follows:
(1)
In cluster subdivisions and other subdivisions where the approval of a Detailed Site Plan is required, the location
of a gateway sign or entrance feature shall be approved concurrently with the preliminary plat of subdivision and
the design shall be approved with the Detailed Site Plan;
(2)
Where approval of a Detailed Site Plan is not required, the location of a gateway sign or entrance feature shall be
approved concurrently in the preliminary plat and the design shall be reviewed by the Planning Board (or its
authorized representative) prior to the issuance of a building permit;
(3)
Where neither a preliminary plan nor a Detailed Site Plan is required, the location and design of a gateway sign
or entrance feature shall be reviewed by the Planning Board (or its authorized representative) prior to the
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issuance of a building permit. When the gateway sign or entrance feature is located within a municipality, the
municipality shall be notified of receipt of a permit application by the Department of Permitting, Inspections,
and Enforcement. Notification shall be sent not less than ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit.
(CB-77-1985; CB-109-1989; CB-59-1993; CB-55-1996; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-624.01. - Gateway Signs (U-L-I Zone).
(a)
A permanent gateway sign identifying the businesses in an urban light industrial zone is permitted, provided that
maintenance is the responsibility of a business association or other entity or person designated in a maintenance
arrangement approved by the Planning Board, subject to the following design standards:
(1)
Maximum area per sign - one hundred (100) square feet.
(2)
Maximum height - eight (8) feet above established grade.
(3)
Location - at the entrance to an urban light industrial zone, setback from the roadway sufficient to maintain
unobstructed lines of vision for five hundred (500) feet in all directions of travel.
(4)
Sign may include the names or logos and addresses of businesses. Such signs may also contain the name or logo
of the industrial area. If the name of the industrial area is included, it shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of
the area of the sign and eight (8) inches in height.
(5)
Materials must be low maintenance, durable, and in keeping with the character of the area. Plastic signs with
internal illumination are prohibited.
(6)
Landscaping which is attractive year-round shall be provided at the base of the gateway sign.
(b)
The design and location of a gateway sign and any accompanying entrance feature shall be reviewed by the
Planning Board (or its authorized representative) prior to the issuance of a building permit. When the gateway
sign or entrance feature is located within a municipality, the municipality shall be notified of receipt of a permit
application by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement. Notification shall be sent not less
than ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit.
(CB-1-1994; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-624.02. - Gateway Signs (Integrated Shopping Center).
(a)
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A permanent gateway sign identifying an Integrated Shopping Center, and/or the businesses within the
Integrated Shopping Center, is permitted in any Commercial Zone, provided the Integrated Shopping Center
consists of lots or parcels which collectively comprise at least thirty-five (35) contiguous acres of land. Any such
gateway sign shall be included in the allowable number of freestanding signs for the Integrated Shopping Center,
and shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1)
Location - The sign may be located on property adjoining an Integrated Shopping Center, if the sign: (i) is
located on a property that is at the intersection of two (2) roads, one of which must be classified in the currently
approved master plan as at least a freeway, and the other classified as at least arterial status; (ii) is located within
a Center or Corridor, as set forth in the County's General Plan; (iii) is located no less than four hundred (400)
feet from land in any residential zone (excluding any public right-of-way or land owned by a public agency), and
no less than one thousand (1000) feet from land occupied by a rapid rail transit station; and (iv) is located no
more than six hundred (600) feet from the closest boundary of the Integrated Shopping Center. All of the abovereferenced criteria for location of a gateway sign shall only apply at the time that the permit for the gateway sign
is approved. Any such gateway sign shall only identify the adjoining Integrated Shopping Center and/or the
businesses within the adjoining Integrated Shopping Center, and the location of said sign shall have been noted
upon a special exception site plan approved prior to 1986.
(2)
Maximum height - Fifty-five (55) feet above the established grade;
(3)
Area - A maximum of seven hundred (700) square feet of lettering/advertising area, if the location of said sign is
noted upon a special exception site plan approved prior to 1986; a maximum of four hundred (400) square feet in
all other cases. For purposes of this Section of the Ordinance, the area of said sign shall be defined to be, and
only include, the actual area of the sign box (which could include internally illuminated panels), and/or
individual letters not within a sign box, which shall be calculated and reduced by fifty percent (50%); said fifty
percent (50%) reduction shall be presumed to equal the spaces between the letters, figures, and designs;
(4)
Setback - A minimum of ten (10) feet from the ultimate right-of-way; if, however, the gateway sign meets the
conditions set forth in Section 27-259(a)(3) of this Subtitle, then the sign shall be permitted to be located less
than ten (10) feet from, or within, the ultimate right-of- way.
(5)
A subsequent change in any of the above-referenced criteria or requirements shall not cause the gateway sign to
be classified as nonconforming.
(b)
Detailed Site Plan- Gateway signs associated with Integrated Shopping Centers shall require an approved
Limited Detailed Site Plan in accordance with Part 3, Division 9, of this Subtitle prior to the issuance of permits.
The Limited Detailed Site Plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Director, and shall be limited to
the overall design of the gateway sign (i.e., the construction materials, colors, and illumination, but not the
location, height or area), which shall be found to be compatible with the Integrated Shopping Center being
advertised.
(c)
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No departure or variance shall be granted from above provisions regulating gateway signs associated with
Integrated Shopping Centers.
(CB-15-2009)
Sec. 27-625. - Surface mining; sand and gravel wet-processing identification.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Not less than 9, nor more than 16, square feet.
(b)
Location.
(1)
All signs shall be conspicuous and legible.
(c)
Quantity.
(1)
If the property has frontage on one (1) or more improved public streets, there shall be one sign posted for each
one thousand (1,000) feet (or fraction) of street frontage on each street.
(2)
If the property does not have frontage on an improved public street, there shall be one (1) sign posted within the
right-of-way or easement which provides vehicular access to the property.
(d)
Height.
(1)
Not less than four (4), nor more than eight (8), feet above the finished grade of the improved street if it is to be
viewed from a public street.
(e)
Contents.
(1)
Each sign shall contain the following information:
(A)
Identification of the use as a surface mining or sand and gravel wet-processing operation;
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(B)
Size of the property (in acres);
(C)
Name of the owner of the property and operator of the facility;
(D)
A legal description of the property, including the subdivision name, lot and block numbers, or liber and folio
numbers; and
(E)
Instructions for obtaining additional information about the operation.
(f)
Applicability.
(1)
The requirements of this Section apply to both nonconforming operations and those which are in conformance
with the existing provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-17-1984; CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-626. - Offices (business or rental) in multifamily dwelling.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 4 square feet.
(b)
Location.
(1)
Attached to the building.
(c)
Quantity.
(1)
Maximum of 1 per dwelling.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-627. - Professional uses.
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(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 2 square feet.
(b)
Illumination.
(1)
Any illumination shall be of an enclosed lamp design and nonflashing, and shall contain no red illumination.
Reflector-type signs may be used.
(c)
Quantity.
(1)
Maximum of 1 per dwelling.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-628. - Public interest events/campaign.
(a)
Location.
(1)
At least 10 feet behind the street line; and
(2)
At least 50 feet from the nearest corner of any street intersection.
(b)
Validity period.
(1)
Campaign signs may be erected forty-five (45) days prior to the election. The signs shall be removed within ten
(10) days after the general election, or within 10 days after the primary election if the candidate is not successful.
(2)
Other public interest signs may be erected for a period not to exceed 30 consecutive days.
(c)
Other regulations.
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(1)
One permit is required per applicant per event.
(CB-59-1993; CB-95-1994)
Sec. 27-629. - Regulatory, on private property.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area
(A)
Residential and R-M-H Zones - 6 square feet.
(B)
Commercial Zones - 12 square feet.
(C)
I-3 and U-L-I Zones - 8 square feet.
(D)
Industrial Zones (except I-3 and U-L-I) - 12 square feet.
(E)
M-X-T & Comprehensive Design Zones - Size determined at the final site plan review stage by Planning Board.
(b)
Height.
(1)
In the I-3 and U-L-I Zones, the signs shall not extend above the lowest point of the roof.
(CB-49-1986; CB-59-1993; CB-1-1994)
Sec. 27-629.01. - Agritourism Signs.
(a)
A permanent sign identifying an Agritourism business is permitted provided:
(1)
The sign has a maximum area not to exceed seventy-two (72) square feet; and
(2)
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The sign is located on the premises of the Agritourism business and subject to the following:
(A)
For a sign affixed to a building, the sign shall not extend beyond the highest point of the roof line of the
business;
(B)
For a freestanding or gateway sign, the sign shall be:
(i)
Set back from any public roadway by at least eight (8) feet;
(ii)
Not be taller than the highest point of the roof line of the business; and
(iii)
Maintain unobstructed lines of vision for five hundred (500) feet in all directions of travel;
(C)
The maximum number of signs allowed is one (1) sign for a property (on which the Agritourism business is
located) that is at least two (2) but less than five (5) acres in size, two (2) signs if the property is at least five (5)
but less than seven (7) acres in size, and a maximum of three (3) signs if the property is seven (7) acres in size or
greater (the parcel of property on which the business is located must be at least two (2) acres in size to be
permitted to use a sign under this Subparagraph);
(D)
Any illumination of the sign shall be confined to the face of the sign and brightness shall not glare onto adjacent
property or streets. No neon, red, or flashing device or lights on the sign shall be used. The sign may be doublesided; and
(E)
The advertised Agritourism business is a legally allowed use.
(b)
Temporary Agritourism Directional Signs.
(1)
A temporary Agritourism Directional Sign is permitted provided:
(A)
The sign has a maximum area not to exceed eight (8) square feet,
(B)
The sign is located within twenty (20) miles of the advertised Agritourism business,
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(C)
The sign is setback at least eight (8) feet from any public street,
(D)
The sign has a maximum height of eight (8) feet above finished grade at the base of the sign,
(E)
The sign is not illuminated (while it may reflect light), and
(F)
The advertised Agritourism business is a legally allowed use and the business is located on a parcel of property
that is at least two (2) acres in size.
(2)
If a sworn officer of the Police Department or the Office of the Sheriff or a designee of the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement determines that a Temporary Agritourism Directional
Sign is a hazard to public safety, the officer or official may remove the sign.
(3)
A Temporary Agritourism Directional Sign may be posted for a maximum of one hundred and eighty (180)
consecutive calendar days and its removal is the responsibility of the sign owner. Failure of timely removal shall
constitute littering by the sign owner under county law.
(CB-10-2017)
Sec. 27-630. - Temporary use signs.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 6 square feet.
(b)
Location.
(1)
At least 10 feet behind the street line.
(c)
Illumination.
(1)
Any illumination shall be confined to the face of the sign and not glare on adjacent properties or streets.
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(d)
Quantity.
(1)
Maximum of 1 per street the property fronts on.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-630.01. - Commercial recreational development.
The design standards for all on-site signs attached to a building and all freestanding on-site signs for a
commercial recreational development shall be determined by the Planning Board or its designee for each
individual development with the submittal of a Conceptual Sign Plan. Each Conceptual Sign Plan shall be
accompanied by plans, sketches, or photographs indicating the design size, method of sign attachment, and other
information the Planning Board or its designee requires. In approving these signs, the Planning Board or its
designee shall find that the proposed signs are appropriate in size, type, and design, given the proposed location
and the uses to be served, and are in keeping with the remainder of the development. As a guide, the Planning
Board or its designee shall consider the regulation of on-site signs in Commercial and Industrial Zones.
(CB-35-2000)
Sec. 27-630.02. - Private Automobile and Other Motor Vehicle Auctions.
(a)
No signs permitted by Part 12 of this Subtitle for a private automobile or other motor vehicle auction shall be
placed on the exterior of any fence visible from the public right-of-way, nor shall any flags, banners, pennants,
or similar items be mounted, suspended or otherwise displayed for advertising visible from the public-right-ofway.
(b)
Any sign permitted under Part 12 of this Subtitle shall contain the date and time of the auction with a contact
phone number for further information.
(CB-59-2010)
Sec. 27-630.03. - Digital Billboards.
(a)
Digital Billboards are not allowed in Residential or Mixed Use Zones, but may be permitted in other zones,
subject to the following requirements:
(1)
Minimum display time. Each message on the sign must be displayed a minimum of six (6) seconds.
(2)
Digital Billboards shall not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.3 foot candles above ambient light, as
measured using a foot candle meter at a pre-set distance.
(3)
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Pre-set distances to measure the impact of foot candles vary by size and viewing distance. Measurement distance
criteria:
Display Size

Measurement

12' × 25'

150'

10'6' × 36'

200'

14' × 48'

250'

(4)
Each display must have a light sensing device to adjust the brightness as ambient light conditions change.
(b)
The technology currently used for digital billboards is LED (light emitting diode), but alternate, preferred and
superior technology may be available in the future. Any other technology that operates under the maximum
brightness stated in (2) above may be permitted upon review and approval by the Building Official.
(c)
The main display area of the sign shall be not more than six hundred seventy-five (675) square feet, excluding
cabinetry or trim.
(d)
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subtitle, Digital Billboards shall have a minimum front setback of
ten (10) feet from the property line, a minimum side setback of five (5) feet from the property line and be
located within fifteen (15) feet of the previous billboard's location.
(e)
No Digital Billboard shall be located within five hundred (500) feet of an existing outdoor advertising sign or
within one thousand (1,000) feet of another Digital Billboard located on and facing the same roadway.
(f)
All Digital Billboards shall be located on a roadway with a transportation functional classification of collector or
higher.
(g)
No Digital Billboard shall be located where it prevents a motorist from having an unobstructed view of official
traffic signs or controls, and approaching or merging traffic.
(h)
The height of the Digital Billboard shall be not more than forty-five (45) feet above the finished grade at the
base of the sign, or with respect to signs oriented toward an abutting elevated street, not more than forty-five
(45) feet above the pavement of that street, whichever is greater.
(i)
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If the Digital Billboard becomes obstructed from view on the abutting street it is oriented toward, the permit may
be revised by applying to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (DPIE). If DPIE finds
that the existing outdoor advertising sign is higher than forty-five (45) feet or that the Digital Billboard is
obstructed from view, the height limit may be raised to fifty-five (55) feet above the finished grade at the base of
the sign, or to fifty (50) feet above the pavement of the abutting elevated street, whichever is greater.
(j)
If, at the time of application for the sign permit, a building permit has been issued for an adjacent property which
would cause an obstruction of the proposed Digital Billboard, the height of the Digital Billboard may be
increased, with the permission of DPIE, not to exceed the applicable increased height limit specified in
Paragraph (g), above.
(k)
Digital Billboards shall also conform to all applicable State and Federal regulations.
(l)
The landscaping and screening provisions of Parts 6 and 7 shall not apply to a lot or parcel solely occupied by a
Digital Billboard. Landscaping shall be provided around the base of the sign in accordance with the provisions
of the Landscape Manual.
(m)
Owners of Digital Billboards may remove the digital units from the billboard's supporting structure. During the
temporary (not exceeding one (1) year) periods where there are no digital units, the sign owner shall be
permitted to operate the sign faces as traditional, static type.
(n)
Notwithstanding the requirements of Section 27-125.01, at least thirty (30) days before the Commission accepts
an application, the applicant shall send by first class mail an informational mailing to all adjoining property
owners including owners whose properties lie directly across a street, alley, or stream; every municipality
located within one (1) mile of the applicant's property; and to all associations registered with the Commission
for the area which includes the property.
(i)
At any time after the Commission accepts an application, a determination that a person entitled did not receive a
required informational mailing may not be the basis for invalidating a final action on the application.
(CB-84-2016; CB-54-2021)
SUBDIVISION 3. - SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT.
Sec. 27-631. - Real estate, directional.
(a)
Not located in right-of-way:
(1)
Area.
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(A)
Maximum area - 3 square feet.
(2)
Location.
(A)
The signs shall be placed on private property behind the street line, as authorized by the owner or tenant.
(3)
Quantity.
(A)
Maximum number - 4 per each property advertised.
(4)
Height.
(A)
Maximum height - 3 feet (above finished grade at base of sign).
(b)
Located in right-of-way:
(1)
Area.
(A)
Maximum area - 1.5 square feet.
(2)
Location.
(A)
Within public street rights-of-way under Prince George's County jurisdiction; and
(B)
Within 25 feet of the corner of a street intersection.
(3)
Quantity.
(A)
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Maximum number - 4 per each property advertised.
(B)
At any one intersection, there shall be only one (1) sign facing each direction of traffic.
(4)
Height.
(A)
Maximum height - 3 feet (above finished grade at base of sign).
(5)
Validity period.
(A)
These signs may only be erected between the hours of noon Saturday and noon of the following Monday.
(6)
Other regulations.
(A)
If a police officer finds that the sign is a hazard to traffic, he may remove the sign; and
(B)
The sign shall be erected in accordance with standards adopted by District Council Resolution.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-632. - Real estate, identification or construction (contractors).
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum area - 6 square feet.
(b)
Location.
(1)
The signs shall be placed on the property being advertised.
(c)
Quantity.
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(1)
Maximum number - 1 per each street frontage.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-633. - Temporary Signs - Institutional.
(a)
Area.
(1)
Maximum Area - 4 square feet.
(b)
Location.
(1)
Signs may only be located on private property.
(c)
Other regulations.
(1)
Such signs shall be posted no more than five (5) days prior to the event and removed within two (2) days after
the event.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-634. - Window signs.
(a)
Painted on windows (Commercial and Industrial Zones):
(1)
Area.
(A)
Not more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross window glass area on any one (1) side of a building shall
be covered by the painted surface. The area restrictions of Subdivisions 1 and 2, above, do not apply.
(b)
Attached to, or located in, windows (Commercial Zones):
(1)
Area.
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(A)
The area of these signs is only restricted by the size of the window. The area restrictions of Subdivisions 1 and 2,
above, do not apply.
(CB-59-1993)
Sec. 27-635. through Sec. 27-637. - Reserved.
PART 13. - AREA MASTER PLANS, GENERAL PLAN, FUNCTIONAL MASTER PLANS, SECTOR
PLANS, AND PLANNING AREAS.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-638. - Administrative procedures.
The Planning Board and District Council may establish administrative procedures to implement the provisions
of this Part. The procedures shall not conflict with the provisions of this Part or the Regional District Act.
Sec. 27-639. - Existing plans.
(a)
Any plans which were adopted or approved in accordance with the legally prescribed procedures in effect at the
time of the action shall remain effective until superseded or amended in accordance with the provisions of this
Part.
(b)
Any plan or plan amendment adopted by the Commission or Planning Board after July 1, 1974, shall not have
legal effect until approved by the District Council, except as provided for in Section 27-259.
Sec. 27-640. - Relationship between Master, General, and Functional Plans.
(a)
When Functional Master Plans (and amendments thereof) and General Plan amendments are approved after the
adoption and approval of Area Master Plans, the Area Master Plans shall be amended only to the extent
specified by the District Council in the resolution of approval. Any Area Master Plan or Functional Master Plan
(or amendment) shall be an amendment of the General Plan unless otherwise stated by the District Council.
(b)
The General Plan designates Centers, Corridors, and Corridor Nodes where growth is specifically targeted to
capitalize on existing infrastructure by locating homes, jobs, and shopping close to transit services. Centers,
Corridors, and Corridor Nodes are intended for a mix of higher intensity nonresidential and residential uses that
are consistent with existing or planned investments in the public infrastructure, and should be served by
multimodal transportation networks including transit services (rail or bus) and bicycle, pedestrian, and trail
facilities.
(1)
Centers are designated as focal points for increased efforts to concentrate development that can take advantage
of existing or future investments in high-capacity mass transit services. There are three levels of Centers:
Metropolitan, Regional, and Community, categorized on the basis of existing or anticipated components and
characteristics such as the presence of large government service or major employment centers, high-intensity
commercial uses, high-density residential development, or public services and facilities. Mixed-use and transitoriented development concepts are equally important for future planning and development of these Centers.
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(2)
Corridors are established along key transportation routes where development and redevelopment of higher
intensity residential and nonresidential mixed uses may be appropriate. Compatibility of higher intensity
development along Corridors with existing communities is essential, requiring close attention to be paid to
design and land use relationships within and surrounding each project. Corridors are defined by segments within
each General Plan policy tier. Developed Tier Corridors generally contain a higher intensity of residential and
nonresidential land uses and a greater mix of uses that are regional in scope. Developing Tier Corridors
generally contain less intense residential and nonresidential land uses than Developed Tier Corridors, with a mix
of uses that are more community-oriented in scope. No Corridor extends into the Rural Tier.
(3)
Corridor Nodes are designated locations along Corridors where the majority of development and redevelopment
opportunities recommended for Corridors should occur. Corridor Nodes may consist of local centers or other
appropriate locations within one-quarter mile of major intersections or major transit stops along the Corridor,
and should be developed in concert with existing and planned investments in public infrastructure. The General
Plan designates several limited access highways as Corridors in the Developed and Developing Tiers. These
limited access highway Corridors constitute Corridor Nodes extending one-quarter mile from designated
interchanges.
(c)
Any Area Master Plan or Sector Plan may designate, delete, or amend Centers, Corridors, and Corridor Nodes.
These actions constitute amendments to the General Plan unless otherwise stated by the District Council.
(d)
Centers, Corridors, and Corridor Nodes may not be designated by individual application through the Zoning
Map Amendment process or through the Development District Overlay Zone or Transit District Overlay Zone
amendment procedures specified in Sections 27-548.26(b)(1) and 27-548.09.01(b)(1).
(CB-2-2010)
Sec. 27-640.01. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-641. - Initiation.
(a)
The Commission or Planning Board may initiate a new or amended General Plan, Functional Master Plan, or
Area Master Plan (or Sector Plan) with the written concurrence of the District Council. Such new or amended
plans shall also be initiated by the Planning Board at the direction of the District Council by resolution. Initiation
shall be in accordance with the approved planning schedule and budget of the Commission.
(b)
In the case of an amendment, the Council's authorization or resolution, as appropriate, shall specify the area of
the plan to be covered.
(c)
In the case of an Area Master Plan, the Planning Board shall, with the written concurrence of the District
Council, initiate a new plan not later than six (6) years after the adoption of the previous Sectional Map
Amendment.
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(CB-68-1989; CB-39-2005; CB-21-2013)
Sec. 27-642. - Minor Amendment to an Approved Master, Sector, Functional Plans, and Development District
Overlay Zones.
(a)
Minor amendments of approved master, sector, functional plans and/or associated Development District Overlay
Zones may be initiated by Resolution of the District Council, or by the Planning Board upon approval by
Resolution of the District Council. At the time of initiation, a joint public hearing date shall be scheduled to
occur within 60 days, in accordance with the notice requirements set forth in Sections 27-644(b)(2)(A) through
Section 27-644(b)(2)(D) of this Subtitle.
(b)
The minor amendment process may be utilized to:
(1)
advance the goals of an approved comprehensive plan, functional plan, or development district plan; or
(2)
safeguard the public safety health and welfare of citizens and residents within the plan area boundaries.
(c)
The scope of the minor amendment shall be limited to:
(1)
a geographic area which is not more than 50% of the underlying plan area, but not limited to a single property or
property owner;
(2)
limited to specific issues regarding public planning objectives; or
(3)
for the purpose of correcting errors in the text or maps in the applicable plan.
(4)
Notwithstanding subsections (1) through (3), herein, the minor amendment process shall not be utilized for any
amendment which would require major transportation analysis and/or modeling, revised water and sewer
classifications, or any Adequate Public Facilities analysis.
(d)
The Resolution initiating a minor amendment shall set forth the purpose and scope of the proposed amendment,
and shall state the date of the joint public hearing on the proposed amendment.
(e)
The Planning Board shall transmit a draft of the proposed amendment, a technical staff report analyzing the
amendment, and the Planning Board's recommendation on the Development District Overlay Zone amendment
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and/or the Planning Board's adoption of the plan amendment within 30 days of the date of the joint public
hearing.
(f)
Within 90 days of receipt of the Planning Board's recommendation, the District Council shall approve, approve
with revisions, or disapprove the proposed minor amendment.
(CB-35-2015)
Sec. 27-643. - Establishment of goals, concepts, and guidelines and the public participation program.
(a)
At the time of initiation the Planning Board shall prepare a project description and recommended goals,
concepts, guidelines, and a public participation program. These shall be submitted to the District Council for
approval. Among the items to be considered in developing the public participation program are the area's size,
characteristics, and issues.
(1)
The public participation plan shall encourage a balance of participation by the area residents and businesses
affected by the plan to include: property owners, area civic associations, local business groups, interest groups,
government agencies, and any municipality that is within the area covered by the plan.
(2)
The public participation program shall explain the techniques to facilitate committed public involvement in the
preparation of the plan.
(3)
The public participation program shall include techniques to keep the larger affected community informed.
(4)
The public participation program shall contain a timetable that explains the length of time for the preparation of
the preliminary plan.
(CB-68-1989; CB-87-1995; CB-8-2000; CB-39-2005)
Sec. 27-644. - Preliminary plan.
(a)
Preparation by Planning Board.
(1)
Within one (1) month following initiation, the District Council shall review the project description and
recommended goals, concepts, guidelines, and the public participation program, and (after approval) direct the
Planning Board to prepare a preliminary plan. The Planning Board shall coordinate its efforts with appropriate
Federal, State, County, and municipal agencies whose activities may affect the planning process in the area. In
addition, the preliminary plan shall be referred to the Prince George's County Health Department to collaborate
with planning staff for a health impact assessment review identifying the potential effects on the health of the
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population, and the distribution of those effects within the population, as well as recommendations for design
components to increase positive health outcomes and minimize adverse health outcomes on the community.
(2)
The Planning Board shall grant permission to print the preliminary plan not more than eight (8) months after the
District Council directs its preparation.
(3)
If issues arise during the preparation of the preliminary plan which the Planning Board believes sufficient
analysis would result in an extension beyond the eight (8) months preparation time, the issues shall be brought to
the attention of the District Council. If the District Council concurs, they shall grant an appropriate amount of
time to perform the additional analysis.
(b)
Public hearing.
(1)
Requirement.
(A)
The District Council and the Planning Board shall conduct at least one (1) joint public hearing on the published
preliminary plan and, if included, the proposed Sectional Map Amendment prepared pursuant to the provisions
of Section 27-225.01.05 within ninety (90) days from the date permission to print is granted.
(2)
Notice.
(A)
The Planning Board shall publish notice of the hearing on the preliminary plan at least thirty (30) days prior to
the hearing at least once in the County's newspapers of record. Notice of a hearing on proposed amendments to
the adopted plan per Section 27-646(a)(2) shall be published at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing in the
County newspapers of record.
(B)
The notice shall contain:
(i)
The date, time, and place of the hearing;
(ii)
The area of the County affected;
(iii)
The subject matter of the hearing;
(iv)
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The procedures to be followed during the hearing; and
(v)
The time during which the hearing record will remain open following the joint public hearing shall be:
(aa)
At least fifteen (15) days for the hearing on the preliminary plan and, if included, the proposed Sectional Map
Amendment, or
(bb)
The time determined by the District Council for the hearing on proposed amendments to the adopted plan and, if
included, the endorsed Sectional Map Amendment.
(C)
The Planning Board shall also obtain from the Office of Assessments and Taxation a listing of the owners of
land within the boundaries of the preliminary plan, and shall arrange to have written notice of the hearing mailed
to all listed property owners. This notice shall provide owners with information, such as the boundaries of the
area involved, the time and place of the hearing, and how to obtain additional information, and shall invite them
to comment on the plan. The notice shall also include a statement advising that either after approval of the plan
by the District Council, a Sectional Map Amendment for the area could result in rezoning, which could affect
property values and property taxes; or a Sectional Map Amendment for the area will be approved concurrently
with the approval of the plan by the District Council, which could result in rezoning of the property and could
affect property values and property taxes. The purpose of this mailing is for informational purposes only. The
failure of the Planning Board to send, or the property owner to receive, the notice shall not invalidate the
adoption or approval of the plan.
(D)
The Planning Board shall send a specific notice by first class mail to all owners of land for which a change in
zoning is proposed in the Sectional Map Amendment element of a master plan or, if included, a Sectional Map
Amendment. This notice shall inform the property owner that a zoning change has been proposed for their
property and provide information regarding the date, time, and place of the public hearing on the proposal. This
mailing is for informational purposes only. The failure of the Planning Board to send, or the property owner to
receive, the mailing shall not invalidate the approval of the Sectional Map Amendment.
(3)
Referral.
(A)
At least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, a copy of the preliminary plan shall be transmitted to the
County Executive and each municipality whose territorial boundaries are within or abut the area affected by the
plan. At the same time, the preliminary plan shall be made available for public distribution. If the preliminary
plan includes a proposed Sectional Map Amendment prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27225.01.05, it shall be transmitted to the County Executive and to each municipality located within the area of the
proposed Sectional Map Amendment or within one-half (1/2) mile of that area. The County Executive and those
municipalities shall be advised to refer their comments on the proposed Sectional Map Amendment to the
Planning Board and the District Council at the scheduled joint public hearing.
(B)
3459/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The municipalities shall be invited to testify at the public hearing and to submit written comments on the plan
and, if included, the proposed Sectional Map Amendment, prior to or during the public hearing.
(C)
The County Executive shall be encouraged to present his comments in writing prior to the date of the public
hearing, so that the public may have the opportunity to review and testify on the Executive's comments at the
public hearing. The Executive's comments shall (at least) address the preliminary plan's consistency with County
goals and policies concerning land use, the environment, economic development, and fiscal and growth
management; and the effect of the preliminary plan on the County Capital Improvement Program,
Comprehensive Ten-Year Water and Sewerage Plan, and transportation programs of the region and State. The
failure of the County Executive to submit comments or recommendation prior to the close of the public hearing
record shall be presumed to indicate no objection.
(4)
Record evidence.
(A)
The testimony received at the public hearing shall be made a part of the record. Exhibits introduced at any time
prior to the close of the record shall be identified sequentially and maintained as part of the record.
(B)
After the close of the record, the Planning Board may permit the inclusion of additional evidence in the record,
upon motion and majority vote of the members present at any meeting or work session on the plan. New
evidence permitted to be presented orally at any meeting or work session shall not be considered as a part of the
record unless summarized in writing by the speaker and submitted for the record within the period of time
specified by the Planning Board.
(CB-36-1984 CB-33-1985; CB-68-1989; CB-33-1992; CB-109-1993; CB-87-1995; CB-8-2000; CB-39-2005;
CB-76-2006; CB-41-2011)
Sec. 27-645. - Adoption by Planning Board.
(a)
Analysis of hearing testimony.
(1)
Within two (2) months after the record is closed, the Planning Board's staff shall prepare an analysis of the
testimony (with staff comments and recommendations). The staff shall transmit the analysis to the Planning
Board. The Planning Board shall meet in public session to review and discuss the testimony and
recommendations.
(b)
Public Facilities Review.
(1)
Before adopting or amending any preliminary plan, the Planning Board shall submit its proposals for public
facilities in the Plan to the District Council and to the County Executive. The Executive and Council shall have
sixty (60) days from the date of referral to review, provide written comments, and identify any inconsistencies
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between the public facilities proposed in the Plan and any existing or proposed State or County facilities
including roads, highways, or other public facilities. In the event that any inconsistencies are revealed, the
District Council shall direct the Planning Board on how the inconsistencies shall be eliminated or accommodated
within the Plan. The adopted plan may not include a highway or transportation line unless the District Council,
after consultation with the County Executive, approves (by resolution) the inclusion of the highway or
transportation line for planning purposes.
(c)
Planning Board action.
(1)
The Planning Board (or Commission) shall adopt the preliminary plan, or adopt the plan with amendments based
on the record, within three (3) months of the joint public hearing, and shall transmit the adopted plan and the
analysis to the District Council within thirty (30) days of adoption. If the adopted plan includes a Sectional Map
Amendment prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01.05, the Planning Board shall transmit the
Sectional Map Amendment it endorsed concurrently with, and as part of, the adopted plan to the District
Council. Transmitted with the resolution shall be the proposed Zoning Map, which shall be based upon the
recommendations contained in the adopted plan.
(2)
A copy of the adopted plan shall be transmitted to the County Executive and to each municipality whose
territorial boundaries are within or abut the area affected by the plan. If the adopted plan includes a Sectional
Map Amendment prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01.05, it shall be transmitted to the
County Executive and to each municipality located within the area of the Sectional Map Amendment or within
one-half (1/2) mile of that area.
(d)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
(1)
Upon adoption of a preliminary plan that includes a Zoning Proposal that was processed pursuant to the
provisions of Section 27-225.01 or that includes a Sectional Map Amendment prepared pursuant to the
provisions of Section 27-225.01.05, the acceptance and processing of Zoning Map Amendment applications
within the subject planning area(s) shall be postponed in accordance with the provisions of Sections 27225.01(f), 27-225.01.05(f), and 27-226(a).
(CB-68-1989; CB-33-1992; CB-39-2005)
Sec. 27-646. - Approval by District Council.
(a)
Public hearing.
(1)
Within two (2) months following receipt of the adopted plan and, if included, a Sectional Map Amendment,
endorsed by the Planning Board, the District Council shall decide whether to conduct an additional joint public
hearing with the Planning Board on the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment.
(2)
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If the District Council considers amendments to the adopted plan that are not based on the record or that
constitute amendments as stated in Section 27-226(c), then at least one (1) additional joint public hearing shall
be held with the Planning Board on the amendments. Amendments proposed only to retain the existing zoning of
property may be approved by the Council without holding an additional public hearing.
(3)
All proposed amendments shall be referred to the Planning Board for its written comments, which shall be
submitted to the Council prior to its action on the amendments.
(4)
If an additional joint public hearing is held on an adopted plan and, if included, a Sectional Map Amendment,
notice of the hearing shall be given by the Clerk of the Council in the same manner as that prescribed for a
preliminary plan (Section 27-644(b)(2)). All property owners, affected municipalities, and the County Executive
shall be invited to submit comments in the same manner as prescribed for the preliminary plan (Section 27644(b)(3)). The failure of the County Executive to present comments or recommendations prior to the close of
the public hearing record shall be presumed to indicate no objections to the amendments. The Planning Board
shall make copies of the adopted plan available for the public hearing.
(b)
Record evidence.
(1)
The testimony received at the public hearing shall be made a part of the record. Exhibits introduced prior to the
close of the record shall be identified sequentially and maintained as part of the record.
(2)
After the close of the record, the District Council may permit the inclusion of additional evidence in the record,
upon motion and majority vote of the members present at any meeting or work session on the plan. Any new
evidence permitted to be presented orally at any meeting or work session shall not be considered as a part of the
record unless summarized in writing by the speaker and submitted for the record within the period of time
specified by the District Council.
(c)
District Council action.
(1)
Within two (2) months following receipt of the adopted plan or, if there is an additional joint public hearing,
within three (3) months of the decision to hold an additional joint public hearing, the District Council shall:
(A)
Approve the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment as submitted by the Planning Board;
(B)
Approve the adopted plan with changes, revisions or amendments based upon the record and, if included, the
Sectional Map Amendment with changes, revisions or amendments as defined by Section 27-226(c) (this
approval shall not require readoption by the Planning Board); or
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(C)
Disapprove the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment.
(2)
If the District Council disapproves the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment, it shall be
returned to the Planning Board for further consideration. The specific reasons for the disapproval shall also be
sent to the Planning Board. The Planning Board shall reconsider the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional
Map Amendment and resubmit them for consideration by the Council in accordance with the procedures of
Sections 27-644(b) through 27-646, above.
(3)
The failure of the District Council to take action on the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map
Amendment, within two (2) months following receipt of the adopted plan or, if there is an additional joint public
hearing within three (3) months of the decision to hold an additional joint public hearing, shall constitute
disapproval of the adopted plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment.
(4)
The approval of a new or amended plan and, if included, the Sectional Map Amendment shall be by a majority
vote of the full Council. All approved Master Plans shall contain an estimate of the cost of all public facilities
which must be acquired and constructed in order to carry out the objectives and requirements of the Plan.
(d)
Building permits.
(1)
Upon approval of an Area Master Plan that includes a Zoning Proposal prepared pursuant to the provisions of
Section 27-225.01 or a Sectional Map Amendment prepared pursuant to the provisions of Section 27-225.01.05,
building permit application recommendations by the Planning Board and issuance of building permits by the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement within the subject planning area(s) shall be postponed
in accordance with the provisions of Section 27-225.02, when the lot or parcel on which construction is
proposed:
(A)
Is currently in a Commercial or Industrial Zone;
(B)
Was proposed by the Planning Board for a less intense zone in which the proposed use is not permitted;
(C)
Is not developed; and
(D)
Has been in the same zone for more than ten (10) years.
(2)
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This Subsection shall not apply to a lot or parcel of land for which a grading permit has been issued by Prince
George's County, sediment and erosion control devices have been installed by the permittee, and site grading
activities have been initiated by the permittee.
(e)
Notice of Final Action.
(1)
Notice of the District Council's final action on a Sectional Map Amendment prepared according to the
provisions of Section 27-225.01.05. shall be sent to all property owners in accordance with the requirements and
procedures of Section 27-225(e)(2) and (3).
(CB-36-1984; CB-33-1985; CB-68-1989; CB-51-1990; CB-33-1992; CB-109-1993; CB-122-1993; CB-7-1998;
CB-79-2000; CB-39-2005; CB-76-2006; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-647. - Publication of approved plan.
After final approval of a plan or plan amendment, the Planning Board shall publish the approved plan and make
it available to the public.
Sec. 27-648. - Certification of approved plans.
An attested copy of every approved plan shall be certified by the Planning Board and filed with the Clerk of the
Circuit Court for both Prince George's and Montgomery Counties.
DIVISION 3. - PLANNING AREA BOUNDARIES.
Sec. 27-649. - Planning Area 60.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of the proposed alignment of the Outer Beltway with the
Prince George's County-Montgomery County boundary line; northward along the Prince George's CountyMontgomery County boundary line to its intersection with the Prince George's County-Howard County
boundary line; southeastward along the Prince George's County-Howard County boundary line to its intersection
with the northern municipal boundary of the City of Laurel; southward, then westward, then eastward along the
western and southern municipal boundaries of the City of Laurel to the intersection with U.S. Route 1;
southward along the center line of U.S. Route 1 to its intersection with Muirkirk Road; eastward along the center
line of Muirkirk Road to its intersection with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks, southward along the
center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks to its intersection with Indian Creek; northwestward along
the center line of Indian Creek to its intersection with the center line of Interstate Route I-95; northward along
the center line of Interstate Route I-95 to its intersection with the center line of the proposed alignment of the
Outer Beltway; westward along the center line of the proposed alignment of the Outer Beltway to its intersection
with the Prince George's County-Montgomery County boundary line, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-650. - Planning Area 61.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the Prince George's County-Montgomery County boundary line with
the center line of the proposed alignment of the outer beltway, eastward along the center line of the outer
beltway to its intersection with the center line of I-95, southward along the center line of I-95 to its intersection
with Indian Creek, southeastward along the center line of Indian Creek to its intersection with the B&O Railroad
tracks, southward along the center line of the B&O Railroad tracks to the center line of I-495, westward along
the center line of I-495 to the boundary line of the City of College Park, northward, then westward along the
boundary line of the City of College Park to the center line of U.S. Route 1, northward along the center line of
U.S. Route 1 to the southern boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center, westward then
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southward along the boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center to the center line of I-495,
westward along the center line of I-495 to the southeastern boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research
Center, northward, then westward along the boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center to the
center line of I-95, southward along the center line of I-95 to the center line of Paint Branch, northwestward
along the center line of Paint Branch to the Prince George's County-Montgomery County boundary line, the
point of origin.
(CB-9-1985)
Sec. 27-651. - Planning Area 62.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks with the
center line of Powder Mill Road; northward along the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks to its
intersection with the center line of Muirkirk Road; westward along the center line of Muirkirk Road to its
intersection with the center line of U.S. Route 1; northward along the center line of U.S. Route 1 to the
municipal boundary line of the City of Laurel; northward along the eastern boundary line of the City of Laurel to
its intersection with the Prince George's County-Anne Arundel County boundary line; eastward along the Prince
George's County-Anne Arundel County boundary line to its intersection with the western boundary line of the
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center; southward, then westward along the northern boundary line of the
Beltsville Agricultural Research Center to its intersection with the center line of the Baltimore-Washington
Parkway; southward along the center line of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the center line of Powder
Mill Road; westward along the center line of Powder Mill Road to its intersection with the center line of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-652. - Planning Area 64.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Maryland Route 193 (Greenbelt Road) with the center
line of Soil Conservation Service Road; northward along the center line of Soil Conservation Service Road to its
intersection with the northern boundary line of the Goddard Space Flight Center; westward along the northern
boundary line of the Goddard Space Flight Center to its intersection with the eastern boundary line of the City of
Greenbelt; northward along the boundary line of the City of Greenbelt to its intersection with the center line of
the Baltimore-Washington Parkway (I-295); northward along the center line of the Baltimore-Washington
Parkway (I-295) to the northern boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center; eastward along the
northerly and westerly boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center to its intersection with
Maryland Route 197 (Laurel-Bowie Road) at the northeasternmost point of Parcel 5, Tax Map 15; and thence
continuing northward along the western boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center; north along the
boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to the Prince George's County-Anne Arundel County
boundary line at the Patuxent River; southeastward along the Prince George's County-Anne Arundel County
boundary line to its intersection with the easternmost boundary of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center defined
by a point along the Patuxent River where Parcels 34 and 55 intersect (Tax Map 22, Grid D-2); southwestward
along the southeast boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to its intersection with Jericho Park
Road; northwestward along the center line of Jericho Park Road to the southeast boundary line of the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center; southward along the boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to its
intersection with Maryland Route 197 (Laurel-Bowie Road); northward along the center line of Maryland Route
197 (Laurel-Bowie Road) to the southeast boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center;
southwestward along the boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to its intersection with
Springfield Road; southeastward along the center line of Springfield Road to its intersection with Good Luck
Road; southwestward along the center line of Good Luck Road (except to follow the boundary lines of, and
exclude, the Prince George's County Sports Center property owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, north of Good Luck Road, described as Tax Map 27, Grid F-3, Parcel 1) to Maryland
Route 193 (Greenbelt Road), westward along the center line of Maryland Route 193 (Greenbelt Road) to its
intersection with Soil Conservation Service Road, the point of origin.
(CB-104-1988)
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Sec. 27-653. - Planning Area 65.
Boundary: Starting at the center of the interchange of I-495 and I-95, southward from the interchange
approximately 1400 feet to the western right-of-way line of the PEPCO power line, southwestward along the
western right-of-way line of the PEPCO power line to the center line of the Northwest Branch, southward along
the center line of the Northwest Branch to the center line of Ager Road, northwestward along the center line of
Ager Road to the boundary line of the Northwest Branch Park Unit No. 1, southwestward along the boundary
line of the Northwest Branch Park Unit No. 1 to the center line of Chillum Road, eastward along the center line
of Chillum Road to 19th Avenue at the western boundary line of the Carroll Manor Nursing Home and Saint
Anne's Infant and Maternity Home property (known as Carroll Manor, parcels A and B, identified in Plat Book
WWW 31-97), southwestward along the western boundary line of the Carroll Manor Nursing Home and Saint
Anne's Infant and Maternity Home property to the northeastern side of Eastern Avenue, northwestward along the
northeastern side of Eastern Avenue to the Prince George's County-Montgomery County boundary line, to the
center line of Paint Branch, southeastward along the center line of Paint Branch to the center line of I-95,
southward along the center line of I-95 to the center line of I-495, the point of origin.
(CB-9-1985)
Sec. 27-654. - Planning Area 66.
Boundary: Starting at the center of the interchange of Interstate Route with the Capital Beltway; northward
along the center line of Interstate Route to the boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center;
eastward and southward along the boundary line of the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center to the center line
of the Capital Beltway; eastward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the Beltsville Agricultural
Research Center boundary line; northward and eastward along the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center
boundary line to the center line of U.S. Route 1; southward along the center line of U.S. Route 1 to the City of
College Park boundary line; eastward, then southward along the City of College Park boundary line to the center
line of the Capital Beltway; eastward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks; southward along the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks
to the southern boundary line of the Town of Berwyn Heights; eastward along the boundary line of the Town of
Berwyn Heights to the center line of Edmonston Road; southward along the center line of Edmonston Road to a
point approximately one hundred (100) feet south of Old Calvert Road, at the boundary line of the Town of
Riverdale; westward along the boundary line of the Town of Riverdale to the center line of U.S. Route 1;
southward along the center line of U.S. Route 1 to the center line of East-West Highway; westward along the
center line of East-West Highway to the center line of Adelphi Road; northward along the center line of Adelphi
Road to the center line of Wells Parkway; northwestward along the center line of Wells Parkway to the center
line of Gumwood Drive; westward along the center line of Gumwood Drive to a point on Gumwood Drive at
Northwest Branch Park (approximately six hundred fifty (650) feet west of Stanford Street); northwestward
from this point to the center line of the Northwest Branch of the Anacostia River; northward along the center
line of Northwest Branch to the western right-of-way line of the PEPCO power line; northward along the
PEPCO power line to a point approximately one thousand four hundred (1,400) feet south of the center of the
interchange of the Capital Beltway and Interstate Route 95 northward to the center line of the interchange of the
Capital Beltway and Interstate Route 95, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-655. - Planning Area 67.
Boundary: Starting at the center of the interchange of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway with Powder Mill
Road; southward along the center line of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the eastern boundary line of the
City of Greenbelt; southward along the eastern boundary line of the City of Greenbelt to the northern boundary
line of the Goddard Space Flight Center; eastward along the northern boundary line of the Goddard Space Flight
Center to the center line of Soil Conservation Service Road; southeastward along the center line of Soil
Conservation Service Road to the center line of Greenbelt Road; westward along the center line of Greenbelt
Road to the main entrance to the Goddard Space Flight Center (opposite Cipriano Road); southward along the
center line of Cipriano Road to the center line of Good Luck Road, westward along the center line of Good Luck
Road to the center line of Kenilworth Avenue; northward along the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to the
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center line of Old Calvert Road; westward along the center line of Old Calvert Road to the center line of
Edmonston Road; northward along the center line of Edmonston Road to the southern boundary line of the Town
of Berwyn Heights; westward along the Town of Berwyn Heights boundary line to the center line of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks; northward along the center line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks
to the center line of Powder Mill Road; eastward along the center line of Powder Mill Road to its interchange
with the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-656. - Planning Area 68.
Boundary: Starting at a point on the center line of Kenilworth Avenue approximately one hundred (100) feet
south of Old Calvert Road; southwestward along the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to its intersection with
Buchanan Street; northwestward along the center line of Buchanan Street to its intersection with Tanglewood
Drive; northward along the center line of Tanglewood Drive to its intersection with the Northeast Branch of the
Anacostia River; southward along the center line of the Northeast Branch to its intersection with the Northwest
Branch; southward along the center line of Northwest Branch to the boundary line of the District of Columbia;
northeastward along the boundary line of the District of Columbia to the northwestern side of Eastern Avenue;
along the northeastern side of Eastern Avenue to a point approximately two thousand six hundred (2,600) feet
beyond the center line of Queens Chapel Road, at the western property line of the Saint Anne's Infant and
Maternity Home and the Carroll Manor Nursing Home (known as Carroll Manor, Parcels A and B, identified in
Plat Book WWW 31-97); northeastward along the western property line of the Saint Anne's Infant and Maternity
Home and the Carroll Manor Nursing Home to the intersection of 19th Avenue and Chillum Road; westward
along the center line of Chillum Road to the western boundary line of the Northwest Branch Park Unit No. 1;
northeastward along the boundary line of the Northwest Branch Park Unit No. 1 to the center line of Ager Road;
southeastward along the center line of Ager Road to the center line of Northwest Branch; northward along the
center line of Northwest Branch to a point approximately two thousand (2,000) feet due south of the center line
of University Boulevard; southeastward to the center line of Gumwood Drive; eastward along the center line of
Gumwood Drive to the center line of Wells Parkway; southeastward along the center line of Wells Parkway to
the center line of Adelphi Road; southeastward along the center line of Adelphi Road to the center line of EastWest Highway; eastward along the center line of East-West Highway to the center line of U.S. Route 1;
northward along the center line of U.S. Route 1 to the boundary line of the Town of Riverdale; eastward along
the boundary line of the Town of Riverdale to the center line of Kenilworth Avenue, at a point approximately
one hundred (100) feet south of Old Calvert Road, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-657. - Planning Area 69.
Boundary: Starting at the center line of the Capital Beltway where it crosses the center line of Good Luck Road;
southward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the boundary line of the City of New Carrollton; along
the boundary line of the City of New Carrollton in a clockwise direction until it returns to the center line of the
Capital Beltway; southward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of the Pennsylvania
Railroad tracks; southwestward along the center line of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks to the center line of
U.S. Route 50; southwestward along the center line of U.S. Route 50 to the boundary line of the District of
Columbia; northwestward along the boundary line of the District of Columbia to its intersection with the
Anacostia River; northward along the center line of the Anacostia River to the intersection of the Northwest
Branch and the Northeast Branch; northeastward along the center line of Northeast Branch to its intersection
with Tanglewood Drive; southward along the center line of Tanglewood Drive to its intersection with Buchanan
Street; southeastward along the center line of Buchanan Street to its intersection with Kenilworth Avenue;
northeastward along the center line of Kenilworth Avenue to its intersection with Good Luck Road; eastward
along the center line of Good Luck Road to the center line of the Capital Beltway, the point of origin.
(CB-22-1985)
Sec. 27-658. - Planning Area 70.
Boundary: Starting at the center line of Greenbelt Road at the main entrance to the Goddard Space Flight Center;
eastward along the center line of Greenbelt Road to the center line of Good Luck Road; northeastward along the
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center line of Good Luck Road to the center line of Springfield-Hillmeade Park, with a northern appendage
being the proposed park site that is bounded by the Goddard Space Flight Center and the Beltsville Agricultural
Research Center, north of Good Luck Road; southward along the center line of Springfield Road and Hillmeade
Road to the center line of Maryland Route 450; southwestward along the center line of Maryland Route 450 to
the center line of Maryland Route 556, southward along the center line of Maryland Route 556 to the center line
of U.S. Route 50; westward along the center line of U.S. Route 50 to the center line of the Capital Beltway;
northward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of Good Luck Road (except to follow
the boundary lines of, and exclude, the incorporated limits of the City of New Carrollton); eastward along the
center line of Good Luck Road to the center line of Cipriano Road; northward along the center line of Cipriano
Road to its intersection with the center line of Greenbelt Road at the main entrance to the Goddard Space Flight
Center, the point of origin.
(CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-659. - Planning Area 71A.
Boundary: Starting at the center line of U.S. Route 50 where it crosses the center line of Maryland Route 193
(Enterprise Road); northward along the center line of Maryland Route 193 (Enterprise Road) to its intersection
with Maryland Route 450; northeastward along the center line of Maryland Route 450 to its intersection with
Hillmeade Road; north along the center line of Hillmeade Road and Springfield Road to the southern boundary
line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center; northeastward along the southeastern boundary line of the
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to its intersection with Maryland Route 197 (Laurel-Bowie Road); south
along the center line of Maryland Route 197 (Laurel-Bowie Road) to its intersection with the southeastern
boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center; east then north along the boundary line of the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center to its intersection with Jericho Park Road; southeast along the center line of Jericho
Park Road to its intersection with the southeastern boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center;
northeast along the boundary line of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to the Patuxent River at the Prince
George's County-Anne Arundel County boundary line; southward along the Prince George's County-Anne
Arundel County boundary line to its intersection with U.S. Route 50; westward along the center line of U.S.
Route 50 to the center line of Maryland Route 193 (Enterprise Road) (excepting and excluding the incorporated
limits of the City of Bowie, defined as Planning Area 71B, north of U.S. Route 50), the point of origin.
(CB-33-1985; CB-104-1988)
Sec. 27-660. - Planning Area 71B.
Boundary: Municipal boundaries of the City of Bowie.
(CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-661. - Planning Area 72.
Boundary: Starting at the point where the center line of the Penn Central Railroad tracks passes under the center
line of the Capital Beltway; southward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of Central
Avenue; westward along the center line of Central Avenue to the eastern boundary line of the Town of Capitol
Heights; northwestward along the boundary line of the Town of Capitol Heights to the southeastern side of
Southern Avenue (the District of Columbia boundary line); northeastward along the southeastern side of
Southern Avenue to Eastern Avenue (the District of Columbia line), northwestward along the northeastern side
of Eastern Avenue to the center line of U.S. Route 50; northeastward along the center line of U.S. Route 50 to its
crossing of the center line of the Penn Central Railroad tracks at Ardmore-Ardwick Road; northeastward along
the center line of the Penn Central Railroad tracks to its intersection with the Capital Beltway, the point of
origin.
(CB-33-1985; CB-70-1989)
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Sec. 27-662. - Reserved.
Sec. 27-663. - Planning Area 73.
Boundary: Starting at the center of the interchange of the Capital Beltway and U.S. Route 50; eastward along the
center line of U.S. Route 50 to the center line of Maryland Route 193; southward along the center line of
Maryland Route 193 to the center line of Maryland Route 202; westward along the center line of Maryland
Route 202 to its intersection with White House Road; westward along the center line of White House Road to its
intersection with Ritchie-Marlboro Road; westward along the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to the center
line of the Capital Beltway; northward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center of its
interchange with U.S. Route 50, the point of origin.
(CB-33-1985; CB-70-1989)
Sec. 27-664. - Planning Area 74A.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Maryland Route 556 with the center line of U.S.
Route 50; eastward along the center line of U.S. Route 50 to the boundary line of the City of Bowie;
southwestward, then southeastward along the boundary line of the City of Bowie to the center line of Central
Avenue; southeastward along the center line of Central Avenue to its intersection with Old Central Avenue;
eastward along the center line of Old Central Avenue to the center line of the northbound lane of U.S. Route
301; southward along the center line of the northbound lane of U.S. Route 301 to its intersection with Leeland
Road; westward along the center line of Leeland Road to its intersection with Oak Grove Road; westward along
the center line of Oak Grove Road to the center line of Maryland Route 556; northward along the center line of
Maryland Route 556 to the center line of U.S. Route 50, the point of origin.
(CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-665. - Planning Area 74B.
Boundary: Starting at the center line of the northbound lane of U.S. Route 301 at its intersection with the center
line of District Branch; northward along the center line of the northbound lane of U.S. Route 301 to the center
line of Central Avenue; westward along the center line of Central Avenue to its intersection with Old Central
Avenue; northwestward along the center line of Old Central Avenue to the boundary line of the City of Bowie;
northeastward, then northward along the boundary line of the City of Bowie to the center line of U.S. Route 50;
eastward along the center line of U.S. Route 50 to the Prince George's County-Anne Arundel County boundary
line; southward along the Prince George's County-Anne Arundel County boundary line to the center line of
District Branch; westward along the center line of District Branch to the center line of the northbound lane of
U.S. Route 301, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-666. - Planning Area 75A.
Boundary: Starting at the point where the center line of the Capital Beltway crosses the center line of Central
Avenue; southward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the point where it crosses Suitland Parkway;
westward along the center line of Suitland Parkway to the southeastern side of Southern Avenue, the District of
Columbia boundary line; northeastward along the southeastern side of Southern Avenue to the point where it
intersects the southern boundary line of the Town of Capitol Heights; generally southeastward, then northward,
then westward, then northward along the boundary line of the Town of Capitol Heights to its intersection with
Central Avenue; eastward along the center line of Central Avenue to the point where it crosses the center line of
the Capital Beltway, the point of origin.
Editor's note— CR-25-1986 adopted the Suitland-District Heights and Vicinity Sectional Map Amendment.
Sec. 27-667. - Planning Area 75B.
Boundary: Municipal boundaries of the Town of Capitol Heights.
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Editor's note— CR-25-1986 adopted the Suitland-District Heights and Vicinity Sectional Map Amendment.
Sec. 27-668. - Planning Area 76A.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the District of Columbia boundary line with the center line of Suitland
Parkway; eastward along the center line of Suitland Parkway to the center line of Interstate Route I-95;
westward along the center line of Interstate Route I-95 to the eastern shoreline of the Potomac River; northward
along the eastern shoreline of the Potomac River (and the boundaries of any properties under water listed on the
Prince George's County Tax Assessor's property tax maps as being individually owned) to the District of
Columbia boundary line; northeastward along the District of Columbia boundary line to the center line of
Suitland Parkway, the point of origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-669. - Planning Area 76B.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Interstate Route I-95 with Indian Head Highway;
southward along the center line of Indian Head Highway to the center line of Old Fort Road; eastward along the
center line of Old Fort Road to the center line of Allentown Road; northeastward along the center line of
Allentown Road to the center line of Steed Road; southeastward along the center line of Steed Road to the center
line of Tinkers Creek; northeastward along the center line of Tinkers Creek to the center line of Meetinghouse
Branch; northeastward along the center line of Meetinghouse Branch to the western boundary line of Andrews
Air Force Base; northward, then eastward, then northward along the western boundary line of Andrews Air
Force Base (around Bell's United Methodist Church) to the center line of Allentown Road; eastward along the
center line of Allentown Road to the center line of Suitland Parkway; northeastward along the center line of
Suitland Parkway to the center line of Interstate Route I-95; westward along the center line of Interstate Route I95 to the center line of Indian Head Highway, to the point of origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-670. - Planning Area 77.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Suitland Parkway with the center line of Maryland
Route 4; eastward along the center line of Maryland Route 4 to the center of its interchange with Woodyard
Road; southward along the proposed center line of Woodyard Road to its intersection with Piscataway Creek;
northward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to its intersection with the boundary line of Andrews Air
Force Base; southward, then westward, then northward along the boundary line of Andrews Air Force Base to its
intersection with Allentown Road; northward along the center line of Allentown Road to the center line of
Suitland Parkway; eastward along the center line of Suitland Parkway to the center of its intersection with
Maryland Route 4, the point of origin.
(CB-103-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-671. - Planning Area 78.
Boundary: Starting at the center line of the Ritchie-Marlboro Road underpass of the Capital Beltway;
southeastward along the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to its intersection with White House Road;
eastward along the center line of White House Road to its intersection with Brown Station Road; southeastward
along the center line of Brown Station Road to its intersection with Brooke Lane; southwestward along the
center line of Brooke Lane to its intersection with Ritchie-Marlboro Road; southeastward along the center line of
Ritchie-Marlboro Road to its intersection with Maryland Route 4; westward along the center line of Maryland
Route 4 to its intersection with Suitland Parkway; westward along the center line of Suitland Parkway to the
center line of the Capital Beltway; northward along the center line of the Capital Beltway to the center line of
the Ritchie-Marlboro Road underpass, the point of origin.
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(CB-103-1984; CB-33-1985)
Sec. 27-672. - Planning Area 79.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of White House Road with Brown Station Road;
eastward along the center line of White House Road to Maryland Route 202; southeastward along the center line
of Maryland Route 202 to its intersection with the center line of Oak Grove Road; eastward along the center line
of Oak Grove Road to its intersection with Leeland Road; southeastward along the center line of Leeland Road
to the center line of the northbound lane of U.S. Route 301; northward along the center line of the northbound
lane of U.S. Route 301 to its intersection with District Branch; eastward along the center line of District Branch
to the center line of the Patuxent River; southward along the center line of the Patuxent River main channel to
the center line of the Maryland Route 4 bridge; westward along the center line of Maryland Route 4 to its
intersection with Ritchie-Marlboro Road; northwestward along the center line of Ritchie-Marlboro Road to its
intersection with Brooke Lane; northeastward along the center line of Brooke Lane to its intersection with
Brown Station Road; northwestward along the center line of Brown Station Road to the center line of White
House Road, the point of origin.
(CB-103-1984; CB-22-1985)
Sec. 27-673. - Planning Area 80.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the eastern shoreline of the Potomac River with the center line of
Interstate Route I-95; eastward along the center line of Interstate Route I-95 to the center line of Indian Head
Highway; southward along the center line of Indian Head Highway to the center line of Old Fort Road; eastward
along the center line of Old Fort Road to the center line of Allentown Road; eastward along the center line of
Allentown Road to the center line of Old Fort Place; southward along the center line of Old Fort Place to the
center line of Old Fort Road; southward along the center line of Old Fort Road to the center line of Gallahan
Road; southward along the center line of Gallahan Road to the center line of Tinkers Creek; southward along the
center line of Tinkers Creek to the center line of Piscataway Creek; southwestward along the center line of
Piscataway Creek to the northern shoreline of Piscataway Bay; westward along the northern shoreline of
Piscataway Bay to the eastern shoreline of the Potomac River; northward along the eastern shoreline of the
Potomac River (and the boundaries of any properties under water listed on the Prince George's County Tax
Assessor's property tax maps as being individually owned) to the center line of Interstate Route I-95, the point of
origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-674. - Planning Area 81A.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Meetinghouse Branch with the boundary line of
Andrews Air Force Base; southward, then eastward, then northward along the boundary line of Andrews Air
Force Base to its intersection with the center line of Piscataway Creek; eastward, then southward, then westward
along the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Butler Branch; northward along the center line of
Butler Branch to the boundary line of Louise F. Cosca Regional Park; eastward, then northward, then
southwestward along the boundary line of Louise F. Cosca Regional Park to the center line of "the west fork of
the PEPCO power line right-of-way from the Talbert Substation"; northward along this PEPCO power line rightof-way to the center line of Piscataway Road; eastward along the center line of Piscataway Road to the center
line of Temple Hill Road; northward along the center line of Temple Hill Road to the center line of Tinkers
Creek; northeastward along the center line of Tinkers Creek to the center line of Meetinghouse Branch;
northeastward along the center line of Meetinghouse Branch to the boundary line of Andrews Air Force Base,
the point of origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-675. - Planning Area 81B.
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Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Tinkers Creek with the center line of Piscataway
Creek; eastward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Butler Branch; northward along
the center line of Butler Branch to the boundary line of Louise F. Cosca Regional Park; eastward, then
northward, then southwestward along the boundary line of Louise F. Cosca Regional Park to the center line of
"the west fork of the PEPCO power line right-of-way from the Talbert Substation"; northward along the center
line of this PEPCO power line right-of-way to the center line of Piscataway Road; eastward along the center line
of Piscataway Road to the center line of Temple Hill Road; northward along the center line of Temple Hill Road
to the center line of Tinkers Creek; southwestward along the center line of Tinkers Creek to the center line of
Steed Road; westward along the center line of Steed Road to the center line of Allentown Road; southwestward
along the center line of Allentown Road to the center line of Old Fort Place; southward along the center line of
Old Fort Place to the center line of Old Fort Road; southward along the center line of Old Fort Road to the
center line of Gallahan Road; southward along the center line of Gallahan Road to the center line of Tinkers
Creek; southward along the center line of Tinkers Creek to the center line of Piscataway Creek, the point of
origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-676. - Planning Area 82A.
Boundary: Starting at the center of the interchange of Maryland Route 4 with Woodyard Road; eastward along
the center line of Maryland Route 4 to its intersection with U.S. Route 301; southward along the center line of
U.S. Route 301 to its intersection with the center line of the Popes Creek Railroad tracks; southwestward along
the center line of the Popes Creek Railroad tracks to its intersection with Maryland Route 382; southward along
the center line of Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with Duley Station Road; westward along the center
line of Duley Station Road to its intersection with the Popes Creek Railroad tracks; southwestward along the
center line of the Popes Creek Railroad tracks to its intersection with the PEPCO power line right-of-way;
westward along the center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way to its intersection with Piscataway Creek;
northeastward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to its intersection with Woodyard Road; northeastward
along the center line of Woodyard Road to the center of its interchange with Maryland Route 4, the point of
origin.
(CB-33-1985; CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-677. - Planning Area 82B.
Boundary: Starting at the point where the center line of Maryland Route 4 crosses the center line of U.S. Route
301; eastward along the center line of Maryland Route 4 to the Patuxent River bridge; southward along the
center line of the main channel of the Patuxent River to Hotchkins Branch; westward along the center line of
Hotchkins Branch to the intersection of Candy Hill Road and Maryland Route 382; northward along the center
line of Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with Nottingham Road; eastward along the center line of
Nottingham Road to its intersection with Fenno Road; northward along the center line of Fenno Road to its
intersection with Mattaponi Creek; eastward along the center line of Mattaponi Creek to its intersection with the
boundary line of the Patuxent River Park, northward along the boundary line of the Patuxent River Park to its
intersection with Croom Airport Road; westward along the center line of Croom Airport Road to its intersection
with Maryland Route 382; northward along the center line of Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with the
Popes Creek Railroad tracks; northward along the center line of the Popes Creek Railroad tracks to its
intersection with U.S. Route 301; northward along the center line of U.S. Route 301 to its intersection with
Maryland Route 4, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-678. - Planning Area 83.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Piscataway Creek with the center line of Indian Head
Highway; southwestward along the center line of Indian Head Highway to the center line of "the first creek
south of Manning Road West"; southward along the center line of that creek to the center line of Mattawoman
Creek, southwestward along the center line of Mattawoman Creek to its intersection with the Prince George's
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County-Charles County boundary line; northwestward along the Prince George's County-Charles County
boundary line to the southern shoreline of the Potomac River; northeastward, then eastward along the Potomac
River southern shoreline and Piscataway Bay southern shoreline (and the boundaries of any properties under
water listed on the Prince George's County Tax Assessor's property tax maps as being individually owned) to the
center line of Piscataway Creek eastward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Indian
Head Highway, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-679. - Planning Area 84.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Piscataway Creek with the center line of Indian Head
Highway; southwestward along the center line of Indian Head Highway to the center line of "the first creek
south of Manning Road West"; southward along the center line of that creek to the center line of Mattawoman
Creek; eastward along the center line of Mattawoman Creek to the center line of Gardner Road; northwestward
along the center line of Gardner Road to the center line of Accokeek Road; eastward along the center line of
Accokeek Road to the center line of South Springfield Road; northward along the center line of South
Springfield Road to the center line of Floral Park Road; westward along the center line of Floral Park Road to
the center line of Windbrook Drive; northward along the center line of Windbrook Drive to the center line of
Piscataway Creek; westward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of Indian Head
Highway, the point of origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-680. - Planning Area 85A.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Piscataway Creek with the center line of Windbrook
Drive; southward along the center line of Windbrook Drive to the center line of Floral Park Road; eastward
along the center line of Floral Park Road to the center line of South Springfield Road; southward along the
center line of South Springfield Road to the center line of Accokeek Road; westward along the center line of
Accokeek Road to the center line of Gardner Road; southeastward along the center line of Gardner Road to the
Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line; eastward along the Prince George's County-Charles
County boundary line to the center line of the Penn-Central Railroad tracks; northeastward along the center line
of the Penn-Central Railroad tracks to the center line of "the West Fork of the PEPCO power line right-of-way
from the Talbert Substation"; westward along the center line of that PEPCO power line right-of-way to the
center line of Piscataway Creek; westward along the center line of Piscataway Creek to the center line of
Windbrook Drive, the point of origin.
(CB-103-1985)
Sec. 27-681. - Planning Area 85B.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of the Penn-Central Railroad tracks and the Prince
George's County-Charles County boundary line; southeastward to the center line of the Cedar Point Railroad
tracks; northwestward along the center line of the Cedar Point Railroad tracks to the center line of the PEPCO
power line right-of-way; northward along the center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way to the "West
Fork of the PEPCO power line right-of-way from the Talbert Substation"; northwestward along the center line of
that PEPCO power line right-of-way to the center line of the Penn-Central Railroad tracks, southwestward along
the center line of the Penn-Central Railroad tracks to the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line,
the point of origin.
Sec. 27-682. - Planning Area 86A.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Maryland Route 382 with the center line of Duley
Station Road; northward along the center line of Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with Croom Airport
Road; eastward along the center line of Croom Airport Road to the boundary line of the Patuxent River Park;
southward along the boundary line of the Patuxent River Park to its intersection with Mattaponi Creek;
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westward along the center line of Mattaponi Creek to the center line of the Fenno Road bridge; southward along
the center line of Fenno Road to its intersection with Nottingham Road; westward along the center line of
Nottingham Road to its intersection with Maryland Route 382; southward along the center line of Maryland
Route 382 to its intersection with Naylor-North Keys Road; westward along the center line of Naylor-North
Keys Road to its intersection with Rock Branch Road; southward along the center line of Rock Branch Road to
its intersection with Martin Road; westward along the center line of Martin Road to its intersection with North
Keys Road; westward along the center line of North Keys Road to its intersection with the PEPCO power line
right-of-way; northward along the center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way to the "West Fork of the
PEPCO power line right-of-way from the Talbert Substation"; westward along the center line of that PEPCO
power line right-of-way to its intersection with the Popes Creek Railroad tracks; northward along the center line
of the Popes Creek Railroad tracks to its intersection with Duley Station Road, eastward along the center line of
Duley Station Road to its intersection with Maryland Route 382, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-683. - Planning Area 86B.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of Candy Hill Road with the center line of Maryland
Route 382; southward to Hotchkins Branch; southeastward along the center line of Hotchkins Branch to the
main channel of the Patuxent River; southward along the center line of the main channel of the Patuxent River to
its intersection with the south boundary line of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission's
Naylor Farm; westward along the south boundary line of the Naylor Farm to its intersection with Airport Road;
westward along the center line of Airport Road to its intersection with Maryland Route 382; southward along the
center line of Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with School Road; westward along the center line of School
Road to its intersection with Bald Eagle Road; southward along the center line of Bald Eagle Road to its
intersection with Westwood Road; westward along the center line of Westwood Road to its intersection with
Baden Westwood Road; along the center line of Baden-Westwood Road to its intersection with the northern
section of Horsehead Road; southward along the center line of the northern section of Horsehead Road to its
intersection with Maryland Route 381; southeastward along the center line of Maryland Route 381 to its
intersection with Horsehead Road; southward along the center line of Horsehead Road to the Prince George's
County-Charles County boundary line; westward along the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary
line to the Cedar Point Railroad tracks; northward along the center line of the Cedar Point Railroad tracks to its
intersection with the PEPCO power line right-of-way; northward along the center line of the PEPCO power line
right-of-way to its intersection with North Keys Road; eastward along the center line of North Keys Road to its
intersection with Martin Road; eastward along the center line of Martin Road to its intersection with Rock
Branch Road; northward along the center line of Rock Branch Road to its intersection with Naylor-North Keys
Road; eastward along the center line of Naylor-North Keys Road to its intersection with Candy Hill Road and
Maryland Route 382, the point of origin.
Sec. 27-684. - Planning Area 87A.
Boundary: Starting at the point of the intersection of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission's Naylor Farm boundary line with the Patuxent River; southward along the center line of the main
channel of the Patuxent River to its intersection with the PEPCO power line right-of-way; westward along the
center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way to the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line;
northward, then northwestward along the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line to its
intersection with Horsehead Road; northward along the center line of Horsehead Road to its intersection with
Maryland Route 381; westward along the center line of Maryland Route 381 to its intersection with the northern
section of Horsehead Road; northward along the northern section of Horsehead Road to its intersection with
Baden-Westwood Road; eastward along the center line of Baden-Westwood Road to its intersection with
Westwood Road; eastward along the center line of Westwood Road to its intersection with Bald Eagle Road;
northward along the center line of Bald Eagle Road to its intersection with School Road; eastward along the
center line of School Road to its intersection with Maryland Route 382; northward along the center line of
Maryland Route 382 to its intersection with Airport Road; eastward along the center line of Airport Road to its
intersection with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission's Naylor Farm boundary line;
eastward along the Naylor Farm boundary line to its intersection with the Patuxent River, the point of origin.
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Sec. 27-685. - Planning Area 87B.
Boundary: Starting at the intersection of the center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way with the center
line of the main channel of the Patuxent River; southward along the center line of the main channel of the
Patuxent River to the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line; westward, then northward along
the Prince George's County-Charles County boundary line to its intersection with the PEPCO power line rightof-way; eastward along the center line of the PEPCO power line right-of-way to the center line of the main
channel of the Patuxent River, the point of origin.
PART 14. - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
Sec. 27-686. - Review of plans.
(a)
Any proposed Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, or any other development or site plan required to be approved
by the Planning Board, Zoning Hearing Examiner, or District Council, shall be referred to the Historic
Preservation Commission when the plan includes property which contains a historic resource identified on the
Historic Sites and Districts Plan. The White Farm (identified as Site Number 73-6 on the Plan) shall not be
subject to this referral.
(b)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall submit its comments and recommendations for the record within
sixty (60) days after the date the plan was referred to it.
(c)
Failure of the Historic Preservation Commission to submit a recommendation within this time period shall
constitute no objection to approval of the plan.
(CB-58-1987)
PART 15. - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DISTRICT COMMISSION.
Sec. 27-687. - Development Review District Commission.
In any zoning case or Comprehensive Design Plan filed with the Planning Board in which the property is located
in a Development Review District, the Development Review District Commission shall be notified of the filing
and given an opportunity to review and comment on the matter. The Commission shall be a party of record in all
zoning and subdivision matters for which parties of record are identified which involve property within the
District before the Zoning Hearing Examiner, the Planning Board or the District Council.
(CB-133-1986)
PART 16. - ADULT BOOK STORES AND/OR ADULT VIDEO STORES.
Sec. 27-901. - Findings.
(a)
The District Council has reviewed the legislative records for all prior legislation and for the present legislation
on the subject of adult book stores and/or adult book stores. The evidence in these legislative records includes
studies of adult businesses and comments on the subject of adult book stores from government and community
leaders in Prince George's County and in other jurisdictions in the United States. The District Council has
reviewed the United States Supreme Court findings in City of Littleton, Colorado v. Z.J.Gifts D-4, L.L.C., a
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limited liability company, dba Christal's, 541 U.S. 774, 124 S.Ct. 2219 (2004). The Supreme Court in Littleton
upheld the statutory scheme for adult businesses for a Colorado city enacted adult business ordinance that (1)
required businesses such as adult bookstores to (a) have "adult business" licenses, and (b) comply with local
zoning rules; (2) listed specific circumstances under which the city would deny a license; (3) set forth time limits
(typically amounting to 40 days) within which city officials were required to reach a final licensing decision; and
(4) provided that the final decision could be appealed to a state court pursuant to the state's civil procedure rules.
This legislation is patterned after the Littleton Colorado statutes upheld by the United States Supreme Court in
Littleton.
(b)
From the evidence in the legislative records for the present and prior legislation, the District Council makes the
following legislative findings:
(1)
The location of present and future adult book stores and/or adult video stores in that part of the MarylandWashington Regional District in Prince George's County should be controlled through zoning regulations, to
lessen or control the adverse secondary effects of such stores on their surrounding neighborhoods.
(2)
Testimony in the legislative records and certain findings from other jurisdictions indicate that adult businesses,
including adult book stores and/or adult video stores, have a strong tendency to affect neighborhood character
and may be associated with neighborhood deterioration or depreciation of property values.
(3)
Prince George's County has an additional interest in controlling the location of adult book stores and/or adult
video stores, to prevent access to such stores by children, who may be adversely influenced by the materials sold
in such stores.
(4)
There are real and substantial governmental interests promoted by zoning regulations which control the location
of adult book stores and/or adult video stores in that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in
Prince George's County.
(5)
The provisions of the Prince George's County Code and the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance have
neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content of any communicative
materials, including adult materials. Similarly, it is not the intent nor effect of the Prince George's County Code
or the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance to restrict or deny access by adults to adult materials protected
by the First Amendment or the Maryland Constitution, or to deny access by the distributors and exhibitors of
adult entertainment to their intended market. Neither is it the intent nor effect of the Prince George's County
Code or the Prince George's County Zoning Ordinance to condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene
material.
(CB-131-1988; CB-28-2009)
Sec. 27-902. - Definitions.
(a)
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An adult book store and/or adult video store is any commercial establishment which does not have a use and
occupancy permit to operate as a movie theatre or nonprofit, free-lending library and which either:
(1)
Has ten percent (10%) or more of its stock on the retail floor space of the premises to which the public is
admitted, or has ten percent (10%) or more of its stock on display in the display space, in books, periodicals,
photographs, drawings, sculptures, motion pictures, films, video cassettes, compact discs, digital video discs,
digital video recorders or other visual representations which depict sadomasochistic abuse, sexual conduct, or
sexual excitement; or
(2)
Has on the premises one (1) or more mechanical devices specifically for the purpose, in whole or in part, of
viewing such materials.
(b)
Sadomasochistic abuse means flagellation or torture by or upon a human who is nude, or clad in undergarments,
or in a revealing or bizarre costume, or the condition of one who is nude or so clothed and is being fettered,
bound, or otherwise physically restrained.
(c)
Sexual conduct means human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or any touching of or contact with the genitals,
pubic areas, or buttocks of the human male or female, or the breasts of the female, whether alone or between
members of the same or opposite sex, or between humans and animals.
(d)
Sexual excitement means the condition of human male or female genitals, or the breasts of the female, when in a
state of sexual stimulation, or the sensual experiences of humans engaging in or witnessing sexual conduct or
nudity.
(e)
Value means the full retail price at which the stock is offered for sale on the premises.
(CB-131-1988; CB-6-1992; CB-53-1996; CB-88-1997; CB-28-2009)
Sec. 27-903. - Nonconforming adult book stores and/or adult video stores.
(a)
A certified nonconforming adult book store and/or adult video store may not continue to be operated unless the
requirements of this Section are met. These requirements are in addition to any other applicable requirements in
this Subtitle.
(b)
All certified nonconforming adult book stores and/or adult video stores shall meet the following requirements:
(1)
All windows, doors, and other apertures shall be blackened or obstructed, to prevent anyone outside the
establishment from viewing its interior;
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(2)
Advertising shall be limited to one (1) business sign, as provided for in Section 27-615; and
(3)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the establishment shall prohibit access to the premises by any person who
is under eighteen (18) years of age.
(c)
All adult book stores and/or adult video stores have to obtain a use and occupancy permit as set forth in Section
27-904. In order to provide for a reasonable standard of amortization and to prevent an unreasonable loss, all
certified nonconforming adult book stores or adult video stores may continue in operation until January 1, 2011,
in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
A presumption shall exist for the granting of a use and occupancy permit to the applicant in favor of the adult
book store and/or adult video store for the operation of an adult book store and/or adult video store relocating to
the I-2 zone.
(CB-131-1988; CB-6-1992; CB-53-1996; CB-28-2009)
Sec. 27-904. - Additional requirements for Adult Book Stores and/or Adult Video Stores.
(a)
(1) The subject structure shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from any property in a Residential
Zone; property proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic Plan for a Comprehensive
Design Zone, an approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or an approved Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan; or
property on which a school, library, park, playground, recreational facility, day care center for children, or
church has been built, and at least five hundred (500) feet from another adult book store and/or adult video store.
(2)
An adult book store and/or adult video store lawfully operating is not rendered a nonconforming use by the
subsequent location of a residence within one thousand (1,000) feet of the adult book store and/or adult video
store or the subsequent location of a school, library, park, playground, recreational facility, day care center for
children, church, within one thousand (1,000) feet of the adult book store and/or adult video store, or the
subsequent location of another adult book store and/or adult video store within five hundred (500) feet; however,
if the adult book store and/or adult video store ceases operation for a period of one hundred eighty (180)
calendar days or more regardless of any intent to resume operation, it may not recommence operation in that
location.
(b)
The distance stated in Subsection (a) shall be measured as follows:
(1)
If the property with the adult book store and/or adult video store adjoins or is in the vicinity of any property on
which a residence, school, library, park, playground, recreational facility, day care center for children, church, or
another adult book store and/or adult video store has been built, then the distance shall be measured along street
or right-of-way lines from the front door or main entrance of the structure used for adult book store or adult
video store purposes to the front door or main entrance of the residence, school, library, or other use, as just
stated.
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(2)
If the property with the adult book store and/or Adult Book Store adjoins or is in the vicinity of undeveloped
property which is in a Residential Zone or is proposed to be used for residential purposes on an approved Basic
Plan for a Comprehensive Design Zone, an approved Official Plan for an R-P-C Zone, or an approved
Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, then the distance shall be measured in a straight line from the front door or
main entrance of the structure used for adult book store and/or adult video store purposes to the nearest point of
the boundary line of the undeveloped property in a Residential Zone or proposed for residential purposes on an
approved Basic Plan, Official Plan, or Conceptual or Detailed Site Plan, as just stated.
(c)
Outdoor display of merchandise is prohibited.
(d)
The proprietor, owner, or personnel of the adult book store and/or adult video store shall prohibit access to the
premises by any person who is under eighteen (18) years of age.
(e)
All windows, doors, and other apertures shall be blackened or obstructed to prevent anyone outside the
establishment from viewing its interior.
(f)
Advertising shall be limited to one business sign, as provided for in Section 27-615 of this Subtitle.
(g)
The hours of operation of the adult book store and/or or adult video store shall not extend beyond 12:00 A.M.
and shall not begin before 9:00 A.M.
(h)
An application for an adult book store and/ or adult video store use and occupancy permit shall be approved or
denied by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement within fourteen (14) business days of the
date that the application is accepted by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(i)
Upon receipt, the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall refer the application to the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission shall review the application and shall provide an approval or denial regarding zoning compliance as
part of the application. Such determination shall be transmitted from the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement within five (5) business
days from the date of Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission's receipt of the application
from the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(j)
In the event that the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement denies an application, the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall, in writing, state the reasons for the denial, and a
copy of such decision shall be sent by first class mail to the address provided by the applicant.
(k)
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If the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement fails to render a timely decision pursuant to the
terms of this section, then the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall be deemed to have
approved or consented to the approval of the adult book store and/or adult video store use and occupancy permit.
(l)
An applicant may appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals from a final decision of the Building Official for an
adult book store and/or adult video store use and occupancy permit pursuant to Section 4-121 of the County
Code.
(CB-131-1988; CB-53-1996; CB-28-2009; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-905. - Termination of use and occupancy permit.
(a)
Where a use and occupancy permit has been issued for a use other than as an adult book store and/or adult video
store, as defined in Section 27-107.01 and Section 27-902, and the property is being utilized as an adult book
store and/or adult video store, all use and occupancy permits for the property shall be deemed abandoned and
shall automatically terminate.
(b)
Notice of abandonment and termination shall be mailed to the applicant by first class mail to the address
provided by the applicant to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(CB-28-2009; CB-29-2014)
Sec. 27-906. through Sec. 27-915. - Reserved.
PART 17. - DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY.
DIVISION 1. - REVITALIZATION OVERLAY DISTRICTS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 27-916. - Introduction.
A Revitalization Overlay District is intended to insure the orderly development or redevelopment of land within
areas designated as in need of revitalization or redevelopment. A Revitalization Overlay District is superimposed
over other zones in a designated area and may modify certain requirements for development within those
underlying zones.
(CB-116-1993)
Sec. 27-917. - Purposes.
(a)
The specific purposes of a Revitalization Overlay District are:
(1)
To promote the development and redevelopment of communities which have experienced economical or
physical decline;
(2)
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To create a process whereby the governing body of incorporated municipalities may exercise the powers to
approve departures from design and landscaping standards, parking and loading standards, sign design
standards, and variances for lot size, setback, or similar requirements;
(3)
To create a process which overcomes deficiencies in current zoning processes within areas targeted for
revitalization and removes obstacles which hinder development or redevelopment;
(4)
To create a process which would promote community and economic revitalization by encouraging appropriate
development within the District; and
(5)
To encourage uses which complement and enhance the character of the area.
(CB-116-1993)
Sec. 27-918. - Relationship to other zones.
A Revitalization Overlay District shall be placed over other zones on the Zoning Map.
(CB-116-1993)
Sec. 27-919. - Uses.
The uses allowed on a lot in a Revitalization Overlay District shall be the same as those allowed in the
underlying zone in which the lot is classified.
(CB-116-1993)
SUBDIVISION 2. - PROCEDURES.
Sec. 27-920. - Applicability.
This Division contains the procedures for classifying property in a Revitalization Overlay District.
(CB-116-1993)
Sec. 27-921. - General procedures.
(a)
The District Council may initiate a Revitalization Overlay District upon its own initiative in an unincorporated
area, or upon the request of an incorporated municipality, provided the municipality has forwarded a copy of an
adopted municipal ordinance pursuant to the provisions of Division 3.
(b)
After the initiation of a Revitalization Overlay District, the Technical Staff shall immediately proceed to prepare
a proposal containing the boundaries of the Revitalization Overlay District and a written justification describing
how the proposed boundaries comply with the purposes and required findings for a Revitalization Overlay
District.
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(c)
Public hearing.
(1)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed Revitalization Overlay District within sixty (60)
days of the release of the Technical Staff report and receipt of the municipal ordinance, if applicable. Notice of
the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County newspapers of
record, at least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date. In addition, written notice of the date, time, and place of
the hearing shall be sent by first class mail to all civic, condominium, or homeowner associations within the
proposed District which are listed in the "Directory of Organizations" published by the County Memorial
Library System, if the boundaries of the proposed District lie within an unincorporated area; to all owners of
land within a proposed District; and to any municipality lying, wholly or in part, within the proposed boundary.
(d)
Time for final action.
(1)
The Council shall take final action on the District at any time within thirty (30) days after the final public
hearing. If no final action is taken within this time period, the Revitalization Overlay District shall be deemed
disapproved.
(e)
Voting requirements.
(1)
The approval of a Revitalization Overlay District shall be by Ordinance.
(f)
Required findings.
(1)
Prior to approving a Revitalization Overlay District, the Council shall make the following findings:
(A)
Property within the District will benefit from its establishment;
(B)
Strict adherence to the current requirements of the Zoning Ordinance will cause undue hardship or practical
difficulty for many of the properties located within the District;
(C)
The boundary of the Revitalization Overlay District is continuous;
(D)
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The area within a Revitalization Overlay District is older, more densely populated and was substantially
developed prior to November of 1949;
(E)
The governing body of the affected municipality has adopted an ordinance (subject to the approval of the
District Council) defining the boundaries of the District and stating the procedures by which the municipality
shall exercise the powers of the District Council in regard to any or all of the following: approval of departures
from design and landscaping standards, parking and loading standards, sign design standards, and variances for
lot size, setback, or similar requirements.
(g)
Notice of approval.
(1)
Notice of approval of a Revitalization Overlay District shall be published by the Clerk of the Council at least one
(1) time in the County newspapers of record, and shall be sent to the Planning Board, all owners of land, and any
municipality lying, wholly or in part, within the boundaries of the Revitalization Overlay District.
(CB-116-1993)
SUBDIVISION 3. - MUNICIPALITIES.
Sec. 27-922. - Powers of Municipalities.
(a)
General.
(1)
An incorporated municipality may enact an ordinance which defines the boundaries of the District and sets forth
procedural regulations governing any or all of the following: departures from design and landscaping standards,
parking and loading standards, sign design standards, and variances for lot size, setback, and similar
requirements for that portion of a Revitalization Overlay District which lies within its boundaries.
(2)
The municipality may not impose any standard or requirement stricter than those standards or requirements set
forth in the Zoning Ordinance.
(3)
The procedural regulations adopted by the municipality shall be set forth in a municipal ordinance.
(4)
The municipal ordinance shall provide that any person aggrieved by its decision, who was a party to the
proceeding before it, may appeal to the circuit court which shall have the power to affirm the decision of the
municipality or, if the decision is not in accordance with law, to remand the matter or to modify or reverse the
decision.
(b)
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Procedures.
(1)
Prior to adopting the ordinance, the municipality shall hold a duly advertised public hearing.
(2)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed municipal ordinance within sixty (60) days of
its receipt. Notice of the time, date, and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the
County newspapers of record, at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date.
(3)
Failure of the District Council to adopt the municipal ordinance shall be considered a disapproval thereof.
(4)
The provisions of the Zoning Ordinance shall continue to apply within the municipality unless and until the
District Council approves the proposed municipal ordinance.
(c)
After the municipal ordinance is approved by the District Council, the municipality retains the right to elect not
to exercise the power to approve variances and departures if it provides 60 days' notice of its intent to do so to
the Clerk of the County Council and to the residents of the municipality. If the municipality chooses not to retain
such powers, the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance will automatically apply within the municipality.
(CB-116-1993)
Editor's note— The Revitalization Overlay District for the City of College Park was approved by District
Council Zoning Ordinance No. 3-1997.
SUBDIVISION 4. - PLANNING BOARD.
Sec. 27-923. - Powers of the Planning Board.
(a)
The Planning Board may grant appeals involving variances from the Zoning Ordinance for property lying within
any portion of a Revitalization Overlay Zone which is not within the boundaries of an incorporated municipality.
(b)
Any person aggrieved by the Planning Board's decision, who was a party to the proceeding before it, may appeal
to the circuit court which shall have the power to affirm the decision of the Planning Board or, if the decision is
not in accordance with law, to modify or reverse the decision.
(CB-116-1993)
DIVISION 2. - MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.
Sec. 27-924. - Powers of Municipalities.
(a)
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General.
(1)
An incorporated municipality may enact an ordinance which sets forth procedural regulations governing any or
all of the following: departures from design and landscaping standards, parking and loading standards, sign
design standards, and variances for lot size, setback, and similar requirements for land within the corporate
boundaries of the municipality, alternative compliance from landscaping requirements, certification, revocation,
and revision of nonconforming uses, and minor changes to approved special exceptions.
(2)
In exercising authority in a revitalization overlay zone with respect to departures from design and landscaping
standards, parking and loading standards, sign design standards, and variances for lot size, setback, and similar
requirements, the municipality may not impose any standard or requirement stricter than those standards or
requirements set forth in this Subtitle. In all other cases, the municipality may not impose any standard or
requirement different from those standards or requirements set forth in this Subtitle.
(3)
Notwithstanding any other law, the legislative body of a municipal corporation, by local law, may authorize the
erection of a fence that exceeds the height restrictions or limitations otherwise required by State, Regional, or
County zoning laws or agencies exercising zoning and planning jurisdiction over the municipal corporation.
(4)
The procedural regulations adopted by the municipality shall be set forth in a municipal ordinance.
(5)
(A) (i) A municipal ordinance enacted under this Section shall allow for an appeal to the Circuit Court as
provided under Subparagraph (B). The municipal ordinance shall provide that before exercising the right of
appeal under Subparagraph (B), a party of record shall first appeal an action of the governing body of a
municipal corporation under this section to the District Council for review on the record if the action concerns
certification, revocation and revision of nonconforming uses.
(ii)
On review, the district council may:
1.
By majority vote of its members, approve the action of the municipal corporation; or
2.
By a vote of at least six of its members, approve with conditions or overrule the action of the municipal
corporation.
(iii)
A person aggrieved by the action of the District Council under this paragraph may appeal to the Circuit Court.
(iv)
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For purposes of an appeal to the circuit court under subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph, the municipal
corporation whose action is affected by the action of the District Council shall be considered an aggrieved
person.
(B)
The municipal ordinance shall further provide that any person aggrieved by its decision who was a party to the
proceeding before it may appeal to the Circuit Court which shall have the power to affirm the decision of the
municipality or, if the decision is not in accordance with law, to remand the matter or to modify or reverse the
decision.
(6)
The municipal ordinance shall not apply to any variance requests over which the District Council has retained
jurisdiction pursuant to Section 27-239.03 of the Code.
(b)
Procedures.
(1)
Prior to adopting the ordinance, the municipality shall hold a duly advertised public hearing.
(2)
The District Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed municipal ordinance within sixty (60) days of
its receipt. Notice of the time, date and place of the hearing shall be published at least one (1) time in the County
newspapers of record, at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date.
(3)
Failure of the District Council to adopt the municipal ordinance shall be considered a disapproval thereof.
(4)
The provisions of the Zoning Ordinance shall continue to apply within the municipality unless and until the
District Council approves the proposed municipal ordinance.
(c)
After the municipal ordinance is approved by the District Council, the municipality retains the right to elect not
to exercise the power to approve variances and departures if it provides 60 days' notice of its intent to do so to
the Clerk of the County Council and to the residents of the municipality. If the municipality chooses not to retain
such powers, the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance will automatically apply within the municipality.
(CB-33-1998; CB-109-1998; CB-16-2010; CB-1-2011; CB-1-2019)
Sec. 27-925. - Approved ordinances.
(a)
The District Council, having provided a public hearing and fully considered Ordinance Number 0-24-98 of the
City of Bowie adopted on October 19, 1998, hereby approves the Ordinance in accordance with Section 27-924
of the Code.
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(CB-109-1998)
(b)
The District Council, having provided a public hearing and fully considered Ordinance Number 1173 of the City
of Greenbelt adopted on October 26, 1998, hereby approves the Ordinance in accordance with Section 27-924 of
the Code.
(CB-109-1998)
PART 18. - INTERIM LAND USE CONTROLS.**
**Editor's note—Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of
this Subtitle were abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the
District Council enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and
approval of a new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on
November 10, 2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption
of CR-5-2016, the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay
Zone in the County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved,
as an Act of the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for
Prince George's County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it
composed of portions of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1801. - Title.**
This ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Interim Land Use Controls."
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
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the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1802. - Purpose and Intent.**
(a)
The County finds that the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of Prince George's County will be
promoted by establishing interim standards for development in areas subject to airport impacts (also referred to
as the Interim Land Use Controls (or ILUC) Area) from the Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington
(hereafter referred to as Joint Base Andrews), so as to ensure development is compatible with the mission and air
operations at the base; minimize land use encroachments and exposure to noise, heights and aircraft impacts;
increase collaboration and communication between Joint Base Andrews and the county on compatible
development and strategies for minimizing impacts; and, establish appropriate controls on the intensification of
development and uses in order to protect the health and safety of current and future residents. Specifically, the
purposes of the Interim Land Use Controls are:
(1)
To apply interim requirements for development to protect the process for the development of the Military
Installation Overlay Zone (MIOZ) that will establish long term land use controls to facilitate compatible
development in the ILUC area
(2)
To provide the County adequate time to develop effective and achievable standards for development in the ILUC
Area.
(3)
To minimize the intensification and reuse of existing properties except as appropriate and discourage the
development of new uses that increase the number of people at risk in the ILUC Area.
(4)
To protect the safety of residents, employees and the public at large by preventing increases in density of
residential uses in the impact areas and places of assembly.
(5)
To balance the goals of the 2009 Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility Washington Joint Land Use Study with
the property rights of landowners subject to this Ordinance.
(6)
To notify landowners and tenants of the impacts from proximity to Joint Base Andrews.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
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The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1803. - Findings.**
(a)
The District Council finds and determines that:
(1)
Interim Land Use Controls are necessary to prevent the intensification of existing land uses while the MIOZ is
being developed as proposed in the Joint Land Use Study (December 2009) and supported by recommendations
in the Air Installation Compatibility Use Study (December 2007); The 2009 Prince George's County Subregion 5
Master Plan, and The 2009 Prince George's County Subregion 6 Master Plan;
(2)
Joint Base Andrews is a significant national, regional, and local facility that is a major employer in Prince
George's County contributing to the local economy and benefitting from the Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) Act and influx of 2,400 personnel from multiple facilities throughout the metropolitan area;
(3)
Joint Base Andrews is a significant airport with over 141,000 annual aircraft operations in 2006-2007 carried out
by units from all branches of the military, the Department of Energy, and the Maryland State Police;
(4)
The Joint Land Use Study recommends a Military Installation Overlay Zone to facilitate compatible
development within the noise, height, and safety zones adjacent to the base. These areas are shown to sustain
high levels of noise, be located in areas of potential danger to safety in the event of an aircraft accident, or where
excess height can constitute a hazard to aircraft operations at Joint Base Andrews (JBA). These impacted areas
have been illustrated on maps and included in Joint Land Use Study (JLUS); and,
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(5)
Development activity within the ILUC Area is intensifying as a result of affordable land values, zoning that
permits uses that are incompatible with airport operations, the expansion of existing uses, and the availability of
vacant land and buildings; and
(6)
It is a matter of compelling public interest to establish interim development requirements as set forth in this
Ordinance; and
(7)
These provisions are the minimum necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public during the
period established in this ordinance.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1804. - Definitions.**
(a)
Words and terms in this Part are defined as follows:
(1)
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Approach-Departure Clearance Surface - The imaginary surfaces which are symmetrically centered on the
extended runway centerline, beginning as an inclined plane (glide angle) 200 feet beyond each end of the
primary surface, and extending for 50,000 feet. The slope of the approach departure clearance surface is 50:1
until it reaches an elevation of 500 feet above the established airfield elevation. (Illustrated on Figure XX as B)
It then continues horizontally at this elevation to a point 50,000 feet from the starting point. (Illustrated on
Figure [Height] as C). The width of this surface at the runway end is 2,000 feet, flaring uniformly to a width of
16,000 feet at the end point.
(2)
Conical Surface - This is an inclined imaginary surface extending outward and upward from the outer periphery
of the inner horizontal surface for a horizontal distance of 7,000 feet to a height of 500 feet above the established
airfield elevation. The slope of the conical surface is 20:1. The conical surface connects the inner and outer
horizontal surfaces. (Illustrated on Figure [Height] as E).
(3)
High Intensity Noise Areas - Areas impacted by noise levels exceeding 74 dBA Ldn as established by Figure
[Noise].
(4)
ILUC Area - The land surrounding Joint Base Andrews and shown to be impacted by one or more of the noise,
height, or safety boundaries shown on the Impact Maps attached.
(5)
Imaginary surfaces - Primary surface, approach-departure clearance surface, inner horizontal surface, outer
horizontal surface, transitional surface, individually or collectively, as herein defined. According to CFR 77.25,
an object that exceeds this imaginary surface is an Obstruction to Air Navigation.
(6)
Inner Horizontal Surface - An imaginary surface that is an oval plane at a height of 150 feet above the
established airfield elevation. The inner boundary intersects with the approach-departure clearance surface and
the transitional surface. The outer boundary is formed by scribing arcs with a radius 7,500 feet from the
centerline of each runway end and interconnecting these arcs with tangents. (Illustrated on Figure [Height] as D)
(7)
Land Use Compatibility Guidelines - A list of land use categories attached as Appendix "A" which reflects the
compatibility of each land use with the High Intensity Noise Areas. This list is derived from pages 4-12 through
4-17 of the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study for Andrews Air Force Base, prepared by the United
States Air Force in December 2007.
(8)
Noise Contour - One of the series of boundaries illustrated in Figure XX showing the increases in the intensity
of noise as measured in Decibels (DBA Ldn), These boundaries were established by modeling the propagation
of noise from the runways at Joint Base Andrews and are recorded for review at Prince George's County Land
Records.
(9)
Outer Horizontal Surface - This imaginary surface is located 500 feet above the established airfield elevation
and extends outward from the outer periphery of the conical surface for a horizontal distance of 30,000 feet.
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(Illustrated on Figure [Height] as F)
(10)
Primary Surface - An imaginary surface symmetrically centered on the runway, extending 200 feet beyond each
runway end that defines the limits of the obstruction clearance requirements in the vicinity of the landing area.
The width of the primary surface is 2,000 feet, or 1,000 feet on each side of the runway centerline. (Illustrated
on Figure [Height] as A)
(11)
Safety Zones - Accident Potential Zone I, Accident Potential Zone II, and the Clear Zone, individually or
collectively, as defined herein and illustrated in Figure [APZ].
(12)
Transitional Surface - An imaginary surface that connects the primary surfaces, the clear zone surfaces, and the
approach/departure clearance surfaces to the inner horizontal surface, conical surface, outer horizontal surface,
or other transitional surfaces. The slope of the transitional surface is 7 to 1 outward and upward at right angles to
the runway centerline. (Illustrated on Figure [Height] as G)
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1805. - Applicability.**
(a)
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Affected Areas. This Part applies to all property regardless of underlying zone within the ILUC Area.
(b)
Impact Maps.
(1)
Impact Maps referenced in this Part establish the geographic boundaries of the ILUC Area where the
requirements of this Part are in force and affect. The Impact Maps are Figure [Noise], Figure [Height], and
Figure [APZ North] and [APZ South]. The Clerk of the Council shall be the custodian of the official Impact
Maps.
(2)
If a requirement established by this Part specifies a portion of the ILUC Area (i.e. 75+ dBA LDN) the affected
land is those properties at or within the specified boundary as established by the Impact Maps included in this
Part.
(3)
Where a property is affected by more than one Impact Map, the requirements of all applicable Impact Maps
apply. If the requirements between Impact Maps conflict, the most stringent requirements apply.
(4)
Where the boundary of an Impact Map divides a property, the requirements of this Part apply only to the land
and structures within the boundaries of that impact map.
(c)
Development Applications and Permits. This Part applies to the review of all development applications
permitted in this Subtitle, Building permits and Use and Occupancy permits issued within the ILUC Area for the
duration of this Part.
(d)
Exemptions. This Part does not apply to:
(1)
Permits for changes in ownership, name, or occupancy with no change of use.
(2)
Permits for reconstruction of a damaged or destroyed building or structure so long as the reconstruction includes
no increase in the number of pre-existing residential dwelling units and/or no increase in the square footage of
pre-existing non-residential development in accordance with Section 27-241(c), Section 27-241 and Section 27242(b)(6) of this Subtitle.
(3)
Permits for the alteration, enlargement, or extension of existing single family dwellings.
(4)
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Permits for any grading or infrastructure improvements.
(5)
Permits for any public facility or public utility.
(6)
Permits for any property subject to a Development District Overlay Zone (DDOZ).
(7)
Permits for properties where a Zoning Map Amendment Application, Preliminary Plan of Subdivision or
Detailed Site Plan was approved prior to the adoption of these interim regulations and where, as part of the
approval, the proposed development was evaluated for conformance with the Air Installation Compatibility Use
Zone Study for Andrews Air Force Base, provided the proposed permit conforms to any conditions imposed by
such prior approval.
(8)
Permits to complete the development and construction of residential lots in accordance with prior approved
preliminary plans, detailed site plans, special exceptions or final plats, where infrastructure has been partially
installed and construction of some of the residential units has been completed. This exemption is also intended
to include residential lots in contiguous recorded plats of subdivision, whether or not approved as part of the
same preliminary subdivision plan, which are being developed as a single, unified project.
(9)
Permits to complete the development and construction of an industrially zoned lot in accordance with prior
approved preliminary plans of subdivision, detailed site plans, special exceptions or final plats where
infrastructure for roads and stormwater management has been partially installed.
(10)
Permits for development of surface parking may be permitted within a safety zone provided the surface parking
abuts and serves a structure outside of all safety zones.
(11)
Permits for properties where a Detailed Site Plan has been approved in accordance with Section 27-1810(b) of
this Part. If permits would otherwise be denied under this Part, an applicant may submit a Detailed Site Plan
under Section 27-1810(b). If such a Detailed Site Plan is approved, permits may be issued in conformance with
that approval and all findings made by the Planning Board.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
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The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1806. - Requirements in the Height Area.**
(a)
Imaginary Surfaces in the ILUC Area are established by Figure [height].
(b)
The issuance of permits authorizing any construction within the boundaries established in Figure [height] shall
be subject to the following additional restrictions:
(1)
No permit shall be issued for construction in the boundaries shown in Figure [height] that exceeds the height of
the Imaginary Surfaces
(2)
At the time of permit, a registered Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise shall certify that
structures do not exceed the Imaginary Surfaces shown in Figure [height].
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
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Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1807. - Requirements in the Noise Area.**
(a)
Noise Contours in the ILUC Area are established by Figure [noise].
(b)
The issuance of permits authorizing construction of new residential dwellings within the boundaries established
in Figure [noise] shall be subject to the following additional restrictions:
(1)
At the time of construction permit, interiors of new residential construction must be certified to 45 dBA Ldn or
less by an Acoustical Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
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the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1808. - Requirements in the High Intensity Noise Area.**
(a)
High Intensity Noise Areas in the ILUC Area are established by Figure [Noise].
(b)
The issuance of permits authorizing any construction within the High Intensity Noise Areas shall be subject to
the following additional restrictions:
(1)
No permit shall be issued for construction of a building or structure for a use which is listed in the Land Use
Compatibility Guidelines as incompatible.
(2)
At the time of permit, if a compatible use requires noise level reduction within the interior of a building, such
noise reduction must be certified by an Acoustical Engineer or qualified professional of competent expertise.
(3)
New use and occupancy permits for non-residential uses which do not require new construction can be issued
provided that the proposed use is listed in the Land Use Compatibility Guidelines as a compatible use. The use
and occupancy permit site plan shall contain a note specifying that the property is located in a High Intensity
Noise Area. Noise level reduction shall not be required to be incorporated into existing buildings.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
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enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
Sec. 27-1809. - Requirements in the Safety Zone.**
(a)
Safety Areas are established by Figure [APZ].
(b)
The issuance of permits authorizing any construction within the boundaries established in Figure [APZ] shall be
subject to the following additional restrictions:
(1)
A permit shall not be issued for new construction on vacant land.
(2)
A permit shall not be issued for the construction of new residential units.
(3)
Permits shall not be issued for improvements that expand the Gross Floor Area of a non-residential structure.
(4)
Permits shall not be issued for a use that involves the storage or use of explosive, flammable, or toxic material in
outdoor above ground storage tanks on non-residential properties.
(5)
In no case shall a permit be issued for the following uses except as exempt in Section 27-1805(d) of this Part:
(A)
Adult day care center or facility;
(B)
Adult Entertainment;
(C)
Adult rehabilitation center;
(D)
Assisted living facility;
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(E)
Auditorium;
(F)
Boarding or Rooming House;
(G)
Chancery;
(H)
Church or similar place of worship, convent, or monastery;
(I)
Community building;
(J)
Congregate Living;
(K)
Day care center for children;
(L)
Eating and drinking establishment;
(M)
Eleemosynary or philanthropic institution;
(N)
Family day care;
(O)
Health campus;
(P)
Hospital;
(Q)
Medical/residential campus;
(R)
Modular classroom as a temporary use;
(S)
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Nursing or care home;
(T)
Recreational Establishment of Commercial Nature;
(U)
School, private;
(V)
Small group child care;
(W)
Theatre.
(c)
Validity Period. For properties in the boundaries of Figure [APZ], all building permits, including those issued
prior to [effective date], shall remain valid for a period not to exceed four (4) months. The validity period of an
expired building permit shall not be extended, unless the permittee provides documentary evidence that a
contract purchaser has secured financing to complete construction of the dwelling described on the issued
permit.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
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Sec. 27-1810. - Conditions on Development Applications.**
(a)
At the time of approval of development application permitted in this Subtitle, including but not limited to
Detailed Site Plans in accordance with Section 27-281, the Planning Board shall include reasonable conditions
to fulfill the requirements of this Part.
(b)
Where a Limited Detailed Site Plan or a Detailed Site Plan is approved for a property affected by the
requirements of this section, permits may be issued for construction and use and occupancy if the Planning
Board makes the following findings in its approval:
(1)
The property is not within the boundaries of the Clear Zone;
(2)
Proposed development shall not exceed the height of the Imaginary Surfaces;
(3)
Interior noise shall be attenuated to minimum safe levels for the proposed use;
(4)
Stormwater facilities and landscaping are designed to minimize the attraction of birds or other aircraft strike
hazards;
(5)
No aboveground storage of flammable, explosive, or hazardous material is permitted; and.
(6)
Proposed structures are designed to minimize the number of people in the areas of highest accident potential or
noise.
(c)
Plans submitted in accordance with this section shall include elements sufficient to make the findings required
by the Planning Board.
(d)
An application received strictly to conform to the terms of this Part which otherwise would not require approval
of a Detailed Site Plan shall require a Limited Detailed Site Plan that is submitted and reviewed in accordance
with Section 27-286(a). Such a plan shall include only those elements necessary to address the findings of
Section 27-1810(b), notwithstanding the provisions of Section 27-282.
(CB-3-2012)
Editor's note— Section 5 of CB-3-2012 provides that the provisions of this Section shall be abrogated and no
longer effective twelve (12) months after its adoption, or December 6, 2013. Section 5 further provides that the
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Council may extend the time for abrogation up to six months. Accordingly, and by authority of the enactment of
CB-47-2013, the Council extended the time for abrogation of the provisions of this Section until June 6, 2014.
The District Council, in adopting CR-70-2014, determined that an extension of the provisions of the Interim
Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's County,
Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the Military
Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. As such, CR-70-2014 extends the maximum time
for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
The District Council enacted CB-43-2014 on September 9, 2014, an Ordinance to extend the maximum time for
abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance, upon determining that an extension of the provisions of
the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance enacted pursuant to Chapter No. 78, 2012 Laws of Prince George's
County, Maryland, is necessary to allow sufficient time to address additional procedures needed to adopt the
Military Installation Overlay Zone ("MIOZ") and MIOZ district plan. Accordingly, this Ordinance extends the
maximum time for abrogation of the Interim Land Use Control Ordinance until June 30, 2015.
**Pursuant to the adoption of CR-70-2014 by the District Council, the provisions of Part 18 of this Subtitle were
abrogated and of no further force and effect after June 30, 2015. On November 10, 2015, the District Council
enacted CB-42-2015, thereby setting forth procedures and requirements for the preparation and approval of a
new Military Installation Overlay Zone in Prince George's County. CB-42-2015 took effect on November 10,
2015, in accordance with applicable procedural authority set forth in law. By way of its adoption of CR-5-2016,
the District Council authorized the initiation and preparation of a Military Installation Overlay Zone in the
County. Thereafter, on November 15, 2016, via the adoption of CR-97-2016, the Council approved, as an Act of
the District Council, a new Military Installation Overlay ("M-I-O") Zoning Map Amendment for Prince George's
County, including associated zoning proposal within the M-I-O Zone boundaries, which it composed of portions
of Planning Areas 72, 75A, 76A, 76B, 77, 78, 81A, 82A, and 85A.
PART 19. - COUNTYWIDE SECTIONAL MAP AMENDMENT.
Sec. 27-1900. - Purpose and Intent.
(a)
The procedures recited within this Part shall be used for purposes of preparing, considering, and approving a
Countywide Sectional Map Amendment (hereinafter, "CMA"), which the District Council finds is essential that,
in order to implement the approved replacement Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, Maryland, being
also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, that the District Council must approve a process to prepare,
publish, consider, and approve, via a comprehensive zoning process authorized by law, the zoning classifications
embodied in its replacement County Zoning Ordinance, as to all properties within that portion of the MarylandWashington Regional District within Prince George's County, Maryland. To this end, specific purposes of the
CMA are:
(1)
To apply zoning categories contained in Prince George's County's new Zoning Ordinance to all real property in
Prince George's County;
(2)
To provide for a comprehensive and systematic rezoning procedure that bridges the gap between the abrogation
date of this Zoning Ordinance and the effective date of the new Zoning Ordinance;
(3)
To limit piecemeal rezoning;
3502/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(4)
To notify landowners, municipalities, special governed taxing districts, developers, civic associations, agencies,
and other County stakeholders of the zoning changes impacting real property;
(5)
To provide the necessary foundation the new Zoning Ordinance requires before it can become effective; and
(6)
To efficiently and effectively rezone all property in the County in all Planning Areas comprehensively and
systematically, in a timely manner, and in accordance with all applicable State and local laws.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1901. - Initiation and Authorization.
(a)
The CMA shall be initiated by a resolution of the District Council authorizing and directing the Planning Board
to prepare a proposed Amendment. Initiation shall be in accordance with the approved planning scheduled work
program and budget of the Commission.
(b)
The Resolution of initiation approved by the District Council for the CMA shall include:
(1)
An estimated schedule; and
(2)
Recommended goals, concepts, guidelines, and a public participation program, which shall:
(A)
Encourage a balance of participation by the County's residents and businesses affected by the CMA to include:
property owners, area civic associations, local business groups, interest groups, government agencies, and all
incorporated municipalities within the County;
(B)
Explain the techniques to facilitate committed public involvement in the preparation of the CMA; and
(C)
Include techniques to keep the larger affected community informed;
(3)
A staff decision matrix to guide recommendations during the preparation of a proposed CMA.
(c)
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The Resolution and any descriptive data shall be available for public inspection, during regular business hours,
at the Administrative Office of the Planning Board.
(d)
The Resolution shall be advertised in the County newspapers of record for at least two (2) successive weeks
after its adoption.
(e)
In addition to the publication requirements set forth in this Section, the Planning Board shall, as promptly as
practicable, mail notices to all property owners affected by the CMA upon the adoption of a Resolution to
approve initiation of a CMA by the District Council. Said notice shall include specific points of public access as
to the approved Resolution, as well as the respectively approved goals, concepts, guidelines, public participation
program(s), and the approved decision matrix structured to guide recommendations during the preparation of a
preliminary CMA.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1902. - Planning Board Procedures.
(a)
The technical staff shall prepare a proposed CMA map and corresponding justifications therefor to be reviewed
by the Planning Board during public hearings and/or work sessions.
(b)
The proposed CMA shall include the following information:
(1)
A description of the area covered;
(2)
The scale of all maps and a north arrow; and
(3)
The boundaries of the proposed zoning classifications. The boundaries shall be described on a map by either:
(A)
Lot, block, and subdivision divisions;
(B)
Streets, roads, streams, or other topographic landmarks; or
(C)
Bearings and distances (in feet).
(c)
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Any property owner or a property owner's agent may request that specific zones (except Planned Development
Zones and Overlay Zones) be considered for specific properties during the CMA process.
(1)
Requests shall be limited to the specific zones (except Planned Development Zones and Overlay Zones)
contained in the prospective Zoning Ordinance adopted on October 23, 2018 and if amended during the CMA
process. Under no circumstance may any zone included in this Zoning Ordinance be requested or granted
through the CMA procedures.
(2)
Requests shall be made on forms provided by the Planning Board and shall be available for public review.
(3)
Each request shall be accompanied by a statement describing the basis for any disagreement with the application
of the approved decision matrix by the technical staff as to the subject property.
(CB-14-2018; CB-11-2019)
Editor's note— In accordance with CR-26-2019, as adopted by the County Council on July 23, 2019:
"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland, sitting
as the District Council for that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince George's County,
Maryland, that, notwithstanding any requirement to the contrary set forth in the local zoning laws, being also
Subtitle 27, Prince George's County Code, the 60-day limitation as to property owner/agent rezoning requests be
and the same is hereby SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proscription against consideration of rezoning requests outside the 60day property owner/agent request period within Section 27-1902(c)(4) be and the same is hereby SUSPENDED
INDEFINITELY."
Sec. 27-1903. - Joint Public Hearing.
(a)
The District Council and the Planning Board shall conduct at least one joint public hearing on the proposed
CMA. The hearing record shall remain open for fifteen (15) calendar days following the joint public hearing(s).
(b)
The Planning Board shall provide notice of the joint public hearing(s) as set forth in Section 27-1904.
(c)
The proposed CMA shall be released for public inspection at least thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing.
(d)
The testimony received at the public hearing(s), any rezoning requests that are received pursuant to Sec. 271902(c), and any Affidavits or Ex Parte Disclosures requited pursuant to the State Public Ethics Law applicable
to the County (i.e., Sections 5-833 through 5-839, General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland)
and/or County Public Ethics Law (i.e., Division 17, Subtitle 2, Prince George's County Code) shall be made a
part of the public hearing record. Exhibits introduced at any time prior to the close of the record shall be
identified sequentially and maintained as part of the record of public hearing testimony.
(e)
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After the close of the record, no additional evidence, other than such Affidavits or Ex Parte Disclosures required
pursuant to the State or County Public Ethics Laws may be incorporated into the record.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1904. - Public Notice, Referrals, and Affidavit Requirements.
(a)
Notice of the time and place of a public hearing shall be published in one or more newspapers of general
circulation in the County once each week for two (2) successive weeks, and on the County's website, at least
thirty (30) days before the hearing.
(b)
Notice of the public hearing shall also include a recitation and description of the applicable Affidavit and Ex
Parte Disclosure requirements set forth in the State and County Public Ethics Laws.
(c)
At the time of public release of the proposed CMA, the Planning Board shall obtain from the local Office of
Assessments and Taxation a listing of the owners of land within the boundaries of the proposed CMA. The
Board shall mail written notice of the proposed CMA to all listed property owners. The notice shall include the
boundaries of the area involved, the date, time and place of the joint public hearing to be held by the Planning
and District Council, any appropriate technical staff contact information, and any other alternative means for
obtaining additional information. The Board's mailed written notice shall also advise each property owner that
any approval of a CMA by the District Council may result in a change to the current zoning classification
applicable to the property which, in turn, may also affect property values and property taxes. The Board's
mailing to property owners shall be for informational purposes only, and any failure of the Planning Board to
send, or any property owner to receive, the mailing shall not constitute a basis to invalidate any approval of the
CMA by the District Council.
(d)
The proposed CMA shall be referred to the governing bodies of all municipalities and any governed special
taxing districts in the County for their recommendation at least sixty (60) days prior to any final action as to the
CMA by the District Council.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1905. - Planning Board Action and Transmittal.
(a)
The Planning Board shall endorse the proposed CMA at a public meeting and issue a Resolution of
endorsement, as appropriate, in accordance with applicable law.
(b)
The Board's Resolution and a copy of the endorsed CMA shall be transmitted to the District Council, the County
Executive, and all municipalities and any governed special taxing districts in the County within ten (10) days of
the date of adoption of the Resolution of endorsement by Planning Board.
(c)
Pending Zoning Map Amendment applications.
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(1)
Upon transmittal of the endorsed CMA to the District Council, the Planning Board and Zoning Hearing
Examiner shall postpone accepting or processing any Zoning Map Amendment application within the area of the
proposed CMA until after any final action by the District Council. As such, any applications pending before the
District Council in the CMA area shall be remanded to and held in abeyance by the Zoning Hearing Examiner,
unless the application includes a site plan that is grandfathered pursuant to the specified terms set forth within
CB-013-2018, as approved by the District Council.
(2)
Upon approval of the CMA by the District Council, all applicants who wish to proceed with a postponed
application or an application remanded to the Zoning Hearing Examiner may notify the Planning Board or
Zoning Hearing Examiner, as appropriate, regarding their intention as to whether to proceed with their Zoning
Map Amendment application, and only to seek a zoning classification embodied within the approved
replacement Zoning Ordinance. Such amended applications shall be processed in accordance with all procedures
and requirements which normally apply to Zoning Map Amendment applications under this Zoning Ordinance.
Failure of an applicant to amend their application or to notify the Planning Board or Zoning Hearing Examiner
of their intent to proceed within thirty (30) days after the CMA is approved shall constitute a withdrawal of the
application.
(3)
Where a Zoning Map Amendment applicant elects to proceed with an application before the Zoning Hearing
Examiner, the Examiner shall (by reference) introduce in the record and take administrative notice of the CMA.
The Hearing Examiner shall hold additional hearings or otherwise ascertain the facts and issues raised or
presented in the record of CMA proceedings.
(4)
In the event that the proposed CMA is disapproved by the District Council, the Planning Board and Zoning
Hearing Examiner shall resume the processing of all postponed applications.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1906. - District Council Procedures.
(a)
If, after receipt of the endorsed CMA, the District Council proposes amendments to the endorsed CMA, an
additional joint public hearing with the Planning Board shall be held upon provision of fifteen (15) days of
notice, as set forth in Section 27-644 of this Subtitle.
(b)
For purposes of this Section, an "amendment" or "amendments" to an endorsed CMA shall mean the proposal of
substantive changes or revisions to the map or text which was not before the Technical Staff or Planning Board
review prior to adoption of a Resolution endorsement by Planning Board.
(c)
Any amendments proposed by the District Council shall be referred to the Planning Board for substantive review
and issuance of a disposition recommendation as to its approval or disapproval. The Planning Board's
recommendations shall be submitted to the District Council prior to any final action by the Council on the
proposed amendments.
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(d)
Should any of the District Council's proposed amendments fall within the corporate boundaries of a municipal
corporation or any governed special taxing district, those proposed amendments shall be referred to the
respective governing body of any affected municipal corporation, as well as any governed special taxing district,
where the land is located for a recommendation as to approval or disapproval. Failure of the municipal
corporation or governed special taxing district to provide a recommendation on the District Council's proposed
amendments shall be construed as approval.
(e)
The District Council shall, at a public meeting, approve or disapprove the endorsed CMA and issue a resolution
of the decision.
(f)
If a proposed rezoning of a parcel of land conflicts with the recommendation of a municipality or governed
special taxing district (within whose boundaries the land is located), a separate vote on rezoning that land shall
be taken. The rezoning of that land may occur only upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of
the full District Council. If the Council fails to obtain this two-thirds majority vote, the property may be rezoned
to any alternative zoning category recommended (in writing) by the municipality or governed special taxing
district, provided that the zoning classification is embodied within the replacement Zoning Ordinance approved
by the District Council, as well as the following:
(1)
The zoning category complies with the purpose and intent of the CMA; or
(2)
The zoning category is identified as the direct replacement classification for the zoning classification applicable
to the subject property prior to any approval of the CMA by the Council, and as reflected in the decision matrix
established by the initiating Resolution adopted by the District Council.
(g)
Failure of the District Council to take final action to approve or disapprove the endorsed CMA within one
hundred twenty (120) days from the date of its transmittal by the Planning Board shall constitute a disapproval
of the endorsed CMA.
(h)
The provisions set forth in Section 27-228 of the current Zoning Ordinance (being also Subtitle 27, Prince
George's County Code, 2015 Edition, 2017 Supplement) regarding revisory petitions shall not apply to the CMA
procedures recited herein.
(CB-14-2018)
Sec. 27-1907. - Publication.
(a)
The Planning Board shall publish the approved CMA and make it available to the public.
(b)
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An attested copy of the approved CMA shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland.
(CB-14-2018)
ZONING FIGURES.
FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3
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FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5
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FIGURE 7
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FIGURE 8. ONE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING.

FIGURE 9. MULTIFAMILY DWELLING.

FIGURE 10. ONE-FAMILY SEMIDETACHED DWELLINGS.

FIGURE 11.

FIGURE 12. ONE-FAMILY TRIPLE-ATTACHED DWELLINGS.
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FIGURE 13. TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS.

FIGURE 14

FIGURE 15
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FIGURE 16
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FIGURE 18

FIGURE 19
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FIGURE 21

FIGURE 22

FIGURE 23. EXAMPLES OF SIGNS.
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FIGURE 24

FIGURE 25. OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN (BILLBOARD).

FIGURE 26. PROJECTING SIGN.
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FIGURE 27. WINDOW SIGN.

FIGURE 28. TOWNHOUSES.

FIGURE 29
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FIGURE 30. ZERO LOT LINE DEVELOPMENT.

FIGURE 31

FIGURE 32
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FIGURE 33

FIGURE 34
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FIGURE 35

FIGURE 36
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FIGURE 37

FIGURE 38

FIGURE 39. RESERVED. (CB-1-1989)
FIGURE 40
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FIGURE 41. PART 1.

FIGURE 41. PART 2.
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FIGURE 42

FIGURE 42.1
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(CB-4-2016)
FIGURE 43

FIGURE 44
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FIGURE 45

FIGURE 46
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FIGURE 47

FIGURE 48
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FIGURE 50

FIGURE 51
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FIGURE 52

FIGURE 53

FIGURE 54
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FIGURE 55

FIGURE 56—57. Reserved. (CB-1-1989)
FIGURE 58
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FIGURE 59

FIGURE 60. PART 1. RESERVED. (CB-1-1989)
FIGURE 60. PART 2.
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FIGURE 61

FIGURE 62
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FIGURE 63

FIGURE 64. PART 1.
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FIGURE 64. PART 2.
SIGN MEASUREMENT

FIGURE 65

FIGURE 66. PART 1.
I-1 ZONE
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FIGURE 66. PART 2.

FIGURE 66. PART 3.
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FIGURE 66. PART 4.

FIGURE 66. PART 5.
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FIGURE 67. PART 1.

FIGURE 67. PART 2.
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FIGURE 67. PART 3.

FIGURE 68
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FIGURE 69

FIGURE 70
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FIGURE 71. Buffer Setbacks.
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FIGURE 72.
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FIGURE 73.
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FIGURE 74.
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FIGURE 75.
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FIGURE 76.
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SUBTITLE 27A. - RESERVED.
Editor's note: This Subtitle was repealed by CB-77-2021.
SUBTITLE 28. - CIVIL MONETARY FINES OR PENALTIES.
DIVISION 1. - ZONING VIOLATIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 28-101. - Purpose.
The purpose of this Division is to implement the authority contained in Section 20-526(c) of the Land Use
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, for the governing body of Prince George's County to impose civil
monetary fines or penalties for violations of the Zoning Ordinance.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— The citation to Article 28 in this Section has been renumbered to reflect existing state law.
Sec. 28-102. - Definitions.
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(a)
Terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Board: Board of Zoning Appeals of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(2)
Civil violation: The erection, alteration, enlargement, maintenance, or use of any building, structure, or land in
violation of any provision of the Zoning Ordinance applicable to such building, structure, or land in the zone in
which it is located.
(3)
Department: Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(4)
Director: Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(5)
Grace period: Extension of time granted pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance for correction, termination, or
cessation of a civil violation of the Zoning Ordinance.
(6)
Notice of violation: Notice issued by the Department pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance.
(7)
Repeated civil violation: A recurring violation of the same section of the Zoning Ordinance at the same location;
or a violation of the same section of the Zoning Ordinance at a different location by the same responsible party.
(8)
Responsible party: Any person who uses property in violation of the Zoning Ordinance, or who knowingly
permits another person to do so.
(8.1)
Right-of-Way: As used in this Section, right-of-way is defined in Section 23-102 of this Code.
(9)
Zoning Official: The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's
designee.
(10)
Zoning Ordinance: Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, Maryland, codified as Subtitle 27 of this Code.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982; CB-49-1984; CB-74-2001; CB-27-2014; CB-99-2021)
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Editor's note— Subtitle 27 Section numbers have been changed to reflect the renumbering made in CB-1201984, as amended.
Sec. 28-103. through Sec. 28-109. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 2. - CIVIL VIOLATIONS AND FINES.
Sec. 28-110. - Civil violations; exceptions.
(a)
Any person who uses property in violation of the Zoning Ordinance, or who knowingly permits another person
to do so, shall, upon citation pursuant to Subdivision 3, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall
pay to the County a civil monetary fine in the amount prescribed by Section 28-111.
(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Section 28-111.
(2)
The general penalty provided in Section 1-123 of this Code shall not apply to enforcement of the Zoning
Ordinance as described in this Division.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982)
Sec. 28-111. - Schedule of civil monetary fines.
(a)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the Zoning Ordinance shall be Two Hundred Fifty Dollars
($250.00), except as provided in Subsections (b) and (c), below.
(b)
For a repeated civil violation by the same violator, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each violation in excess of two (2) $1,000.00

(c)
For violations of Subtitle 27 of this Code concerning illegal signs, the following civil monetary fines shall apply:
1st violation

$500.00

2nd violation and subsequent violations $1,000.00

(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982; CB-89-2003; CB-12-2009; CB-62-2016; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 28-112. through Sec. 28-119. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 3. - CITATION.
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Sec. 28-120. - Violations subject to citation.
This Subdivision sets forth the procedures for assessing civil monetary fines. The procedure of this Subdivision
shall be utilized only in the case of civil violations of the Zoning Ordinance.
(CB-112-1981)
Sec. 28-121. - Issuance of citation.
Upon verification of a civil violation of the Zoning Ordinance, the Department shall follow the procedures of the
Enforcement Division of the Zoning Ordinance. If, at the end of any grace period (including any extension
granted under the Enforcement Division), the civil violation has not ceased, the Department shall deliver or mail
a citation to the responsible party(ies). The Department may issue the citation immediately upon verification of a
civil violation when, under the Enforcement Division, no grace period is extended. The citation shall serve as the
notification to a person that he has committed a civil violation and that he has been assessed a civil monetary
fine which, in the absence of a successful appeal, shall be due and payable to the County.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— Subtitle 27 Section numbers have been changed to reflect the renumbering made in CB-1201984, as amended.
Sec. 28-122. - Contents of citation.
(a)
The citation shall be on a form adopted by the Department and shall include:
(1)
Date of issuance of the citation;
(2)
The name and address of the person charged;
(3)
Section number of the Zoning Ordinance that has been violated;
(4)
Nature of the violation;
(5)
The place where and time that the violation occurred;
(6)
Amount of the civil fine assessed.
(7)
The manner, location, and time in which the fine may be paid;
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(8)
Notice that each day of continued violation thereafter shall be deemed a separate violation subject to additional
citation;
(9)
Name, business address, and telephone number of the Department official cognizant of the case;
(10)
The person's right to elect to stand trial for the violation.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982)
Sec. 28-123. through Sec. 28-129. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 4. - TRIAL FOR CIVIL ZONING VIOLATION.
Sec. 28-130. - Right to elect trial; notice.
A person who receives a citation may elect to stand trial for the offense by filing with the designated zoning
official a notice of intention to stand trial. The notice shall be given at least five (5) days before the date of
payment as set forth in the citation. On receipt of the notice of intention to stand trial, the zoning official shall
forward to the District Court within thirty (30) days, a copy of the citation and the notice of intention to stand
trial. On receipt of the citation, the District Court shall schedule the case for trial and notify the defendant of the
trial date. The County shall request that the court set a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the
citation.
(CB-111-1982; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-131. - Failure to pay fine or file notice of intention to stand trial.
If a person who receives a citation for a violation fails to pay the fine by the date of payment set forth in the
citation and fails to file a notice of intention to stand trial, a formal notice of the violation shall be sent to the
person's last known address. If the citation is not satisfied within fifteen (15) days from the date of the notice, the
person is liable for an additional fine not to exceed twice the original fine. If, after fifteen (15) days, the citation
is not satisfied, the zoning official may request adjudication of the case through the District Court. The District
Court shall schedule the case for trial and summon the defendant to appear. The County shall request that the
court set a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the citation.
(CB-111-1982; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-132. - Proceedings before the District Court.
(a)
The County Attorney shall prosecute all civil zoning violations before the District Court.
(b)
Upon a finding of a violation the civil fine imposed by the Court shall be in an amount deemed appropriate by
the Court but shall not be less than half the amount in the schedule contained in Section 28-111 of this Division.
The Court may suspend or defer the payment of the civil fine upon such reasonable grounds as the Court
determines.
(CB-111-1982; CB-57-2011)
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Sec. 28-133. through Sec. 28-139. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 5. - ACTIONS BY COUNTY ATTORNEY.
Sec. 28-140. - Other actions by the County Attorney.
In addition to all other remedies provided by State or County law, the County Attorney on behalf of the County
may institute injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to prevent the unlawful
construction, reconstruction, erection, alteration, or use in violation of the Zoning Ordinance. The imposition of
a civil monetary fine, or the payment thereof, shall not impede the authority granted in this Section to the County
Attorney or the County.
(CB-112-1981; CB-111-1982)
Sec. 28-141. through Sec. 28-200. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - HOUSING CODE VIOLATIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 28-201. - Purpose; application.
The purpose of this Division is to provide for the enforcement of the Prince George's County Housing Code by
civil fines and penalties. This Division shall apply to Housing Code violations in or about one-family or twofamily dwellings as defined in Section 13-119. It shall also apply to a multifamily rental facility licensed under
Section 13-181.
(CB-12-1984; CB-91-2017)
Sec. 28-202. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Civil violation: The use of any residential structure and/or exterior property areas in violation of the Housing
Code.
(2)
Department: Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(3)
Director: Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(4)
Grace period: Extension of time granted pursuant to Section 13-118 of the County Code.
(5)
Housing Code: The provisions of law contained in or adopted by Division 1 of Subtitle 13 of the County Code.
(6)
Person deemed responsible: Any person who uses property in violation of the Housing Code.
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(7)
Repeated civil violation: A recurring violation of the same provision of the Housing Code by the same person at
the same location.
(CB-12-1984; CB-49-1984; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 28-203. through Sec. 28-219. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 2. - CIVIL VIOLATIONS AND FINES.
Sec. 28-220. - Civil violations.
(a)
Any person who violates any provision of the Housing Code shall, upon citation issued pursuant to Subdivision
3, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary fine in the amount
prescribed by Section 28-221.
(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Section 28-221.
(2)
The penalty provided in Section 13-115 of the County Code shall not apply to enforcement of the Housing Code
when the procedures of Division 2, Subtitle 28 are invoked.
(CB-12-1984)
Sec. 28-221. - Schedule of civil monetary fines.
(a)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the Housing Code shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00),
except as provided in Subsection (b).
(b)
For a repeated civil violation, at the same location, within a thirty-six month period, the following fines shall
apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-12-1984; CB-12-2009; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-222. through Sec. 28-229. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 3. - CITATION.
Sec. 28-230. - Issuance of citation.
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Subsequent to service of notice of violation pursuant to Section H-140.1 of the Housing Code; the expiration of
a grace period, if any; and verification by the Department that the civil violation exists, the Department may
deliver or mail a citation to the person deemed responsible. The citation shall serve as the notification to the
person concerned that he is charged with a civil violation of the Housing Code and that he has been assessed a
civil monetary fine which, unless overturned by Court action, shall be due and payable to the County.
(CB-12-1984)
Sec. 28-231. - Contents of citation.
(a)
The citation shall be on a form adopted by the Department and shall include:
(1)
Date of issuance of the citation;
(2)
The name and address of the person charged;
(3)
The Section number of the Housing Code that has been violated;
(4)
The nature of the violation;
(5)
The place where and time that the violation occurred;
(6)
The amount of the civil fine assessed;
(7)
The manner, location, and time in which the fine may be paid;
(8)
The notice that each day of continued violation thereafter shall be deemed a separate violation subject to
additional citation;
(9)
The name, business address, and telephone number of the Department official cognizant of the case;
(10)
The person's right to elect to stand trial for the violation.
(CB-12-1984)
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Sec. 28-232. through Sec. 28-239. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 4. - TRIAL FOR CIVIL VIOLATION.
Sec. 28-240. - Right to elect trial; notice.
A person who receives a citation may elect to stand trial for the offense by filing with the Department a notice of
intention to stand trial. The notice shall be given at least five (5) days before the date of payment as set forth in
the citation. On receipt of the notice of intention to stand trial, the Director shall forward to the District Court
within thirty (30) days, a copy of the citation and the notice of intention to stand trial. On receipt of the citation,
the District Court shall schedule the case for trial and notify the defendant of the trial date. The County shall
request that the court set a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the citation.
(CB-12-1984; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-241. - Failure to pay fine or file notice of intention to stand trial.
If a person who receives a citation for a violation fails to pay the fine by the date of payment set forth in the
citation and fails to file a notice of intention to stand trial, a formal notice of the violation shall be sent to the
person's last known address. If the citation is not satisfied within fifteen (15) days from the date of the notice, the
person is liable for an additional fine not to exceed twice the original fine. If, after fifteen (15) days, the citation
is not satisfied, the Director may request adjudication of the case through the District Court. The District Court
shall schedule the case for trial and summon the defendant to appear. The County shall request that the court set
a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the citation.
(CB-12-1984; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-242. - Proceedings before the District Court.
(a)
The County Attorney shall prosecute all civil violations before the District Court.
(b)
Upon finding of a violation the civil fine imposed by the Court shall be in an amount deemed appropriate by the
Court but shall not be less than half the amount in the schedule contained in Section 28-221(a) and (b). The
Court may suspend or defer the payment of the civil fine upon such reasonable grounds as the Court determines.
(CB-12-1984; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-243. through Sec. 28-249. - Reserved.
SUBDIVISION 5. - OTHER ACTIONS BY COUNTY ATTORNEY.
Sec. 28-250. - Other actions by the County Attorney.
In addition to all other remedies provided by State or County law, the County Attorney on behalf of the County
may institute injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the Housing Code. The
imposition of a civil monetary fine, or the payment thereof, shall not impede the authority granted in this Section
to the County Attorney or the County.
(CB-12-1984)
DIVISION 3. - MISCELLANEOUS CIVIL VIOLATIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL.
Sec. 28-251. - Background, scope, and purpose.
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(a)
In enacting this Division the Council has considered the following:
(1)
Article 25A, Section 5(A), Annotated Code of Maryland, empowers this County to enforce its ordinances,
resolutions, bylaws, and regulations adopted under the authority of Article 25A by civil fines and penalties.
(2)
The District Court has jurisdiction under Section 4-401, Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland, to adjudicate a violation of the County Code which is subject to civil penalty.
(b)
This Division pertains to civil violations of the Prince George's County Code which are subject to civil fines and
penalties, but this Division shall not be applicable where a specific procedure for levy and adjudication of a civil
fine or penalty for a violation has been enacted in other Divisions of this Subtitle, or where a criminal penalty
has been established.
(c)
The purpose of this Division is to promulgate procedures for the imposition of civil fines and penalties and for
the adjudication thereof by the District Court of the State of Maryland.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-252. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms used in this Division are defined as follows:
(1)
Civil violation: Violation of the County Code which specifically references a civil fine.
(2)
Enforcement official: An employee of this County authorized by the County Executive or his designee to issue a
citation for a civil violation.
(3)
Repeated violation: A recurring violation of the same provision of the County Code by the same person.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-253. - Civil violation.
(a)
Any person who violates any provision of the Prince George's County Code subject to civil fine or penalty shall,
upon citation issued pursuant to Section 28-255, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to
the County a civil fine in the amount prescribed.
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(b)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed.
(c)
The penalty provided in Section 1-123 of the County Code shall not apply to a violation which carries a civil
fine as a penalty.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-254. - Schedule of civil fines.
The civil fine for each civil violation shall be the amount specified as a penalty for the violation in the pertinent
Section of this Code.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-255. - Issuance of citation.
Upon verification of a violation of the County Code subject to civil fine or penalty, the Enforcement official may
deliver or mail a citation to the person deemed responsible for committing the violation. The citation shall serve
as a notification to the person concerned that he is charged with a civil violation of the County Code and that he
has been assessed a civil fine which shall be due and payable to the County, subject to the person's right to stand
trial in District Court.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-256. - Contents of citation.
(a)
The citation shall be on a form adopted by the County government and shall include:
(1)
The date of issuance of the citation;
(2)
The name and address of the person charged;
(3)
The Section number of the County Code which has been violated;
(4)
The nature of the violation;
(5)
The place where and time when the violation occurred;
(6)
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The amount of the civil fine assessed;
(7)
The manner, location, and time in which the fine is to be paid;
(8)
Where applicable, the notice that each day of continued violation thereafter shall be deemed a separate violation
subject to additional citation;
(9)
The name, business address, and telephone number of the County official cognizant of the case;
(10)
The person's right to elect to stand trial for the violation and instructions and time for such an election.
(CB-64-1984)
Sec. 28-257. - Right to elect trial; notice.
A person who receives a citation may elect to stand trial for the offense by filing with the County office
concerned a notice of intention to stand trial. The notice shall be given at least five (5) days before the date of
payment as set forth in the citation. On receipt of the notice of intention to stand trial, the County shall forward
to the District Court within thirty (30) days, a copy of the citation and the notice of intention to stand trial. On
receipt of the citation, the District Court shall schedule the case for trial and notify the defendant of the trial date.
The County shall request that the court set a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the citation.
(CB-64-1984; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-258. - Failure to pay fine or file notice of intention to stand trial.
If a person who receives a citation for a violation fails to pay the fine by the date of payment set forth in the
citation and fails to file a timely notice of intention to stand trial, a formal notice of the violation shall be sent to
the person's last address, if known. If the citation is not satisfied within fifteen (15) days from the date of the
notice, the person is liable for an additional fine not to exceed twice the original fine. If, after fifteen (15) days,
the citation is not satisfied, the County may request adjudication of the case through the District Court. The
District Court shall schedule the case for trial and summon the defendant to appear. The County shall request
that the court set a date for trial within forty-five (45) days of receipt of the citation.
(CB-64-1984; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-259. - Proceedings before the District Court.
(a)
The County Attorney shall prosecute all civil violations before the District Court.
(b)
With the exception of violations pursuant to Sections 13-246, 13-271, 13-1105.03, or 23-150 of the Code, and
the tax lien placed on the property per Section 13-246.02 or Section 13-269 of the Prince George's County Code,
which shall be paid in full to Prince George's County through the Office of Finance before transfer or sale of the
property, upon a finding of a violation the civil fine imposed by the Court shall be in an amount deemed
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appropriate by the Court but shall not be less than the total amount in the schedule contained in Section 28-111
of this Division. With the exception of violations pursuant to Sections 13-246, 13-271, 13-1105.03, or 23-150 of
the Code, the Court may suspend or defer the payment of the civil fine upon such reasonable grounds as the
Court determines. Upon a finding of a violation pursuant to Sections 13-246, 13-271, or 23-150 of the Code, the
civil fine imposed by the Court shall be strictly in accordance with the fines prescribed in Sections 13-246, 13271, 13-1105.03, and 23-150 of the Code.
(CB-64-1984; CB-57-2011; CB-62-2014; CB-70-2015; CB-12-2017)
Sec. 28-260. - Other actions by the County Attorney.
In addition to all other remedies provided by State or County law, the County Attorney on behalf of the County
may institute injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceeding to enforce the provisions of the
County Code. The imposition of a civil monetary fine, or the payment thereof, shall not impede the authority
granted in this Section to the County Attorney or the County.
(CB-64-1984)
SUBDIVISION 2. - SPECIFIC CIVIL PENALTIES PRESCRIBED.
Sec. 28-261. - Grading, pollution, drainage, floodplain, and erosion control violations.
(a)
Any person who violates any provision of the County Code concerning grading, pollution, drainage, floodplain,
and erosion control shall, upon citation issued pursuant to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil
violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this
Section.
(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(2)
The penalty provided in Sections 1-123, 4-116, or 4-117 of the County Code shall not apply to enforcement of
the County Code provisions concerning grading, drainage, and erosion control as set forth in this Division.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the County Code concerning grading, drainage, floodplain,
and erosion control shall be Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), except as provided in Subsection (c).
(c)
For a repeated civil violation, at the same location, within a thirty-six (36) month period, the following fines
shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-67-1984; CB-24-1989; CB-46-1993; CB-15-2011; CB-57-2011)
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Sec. 28-262. - Fire Code Violations.
(a)
Any person who violates any of the following provisions of the County Code shall, upon citation issued pursuant
to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary
fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section:
Sections

11-103;
11-107 through 11-109, inclusive;
11-111 through 11-113, inclusive;
11-156;
11-159;
11-203;
11-206;
11-207;
11-254 through 11-281, inclusive;
11-284 through 11-287, inclusive;
11-289 through 11-292, inclusive; and
11-292.01.

(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the provisions enumerated in Subsection (a), except Section
11-292.01, shall be Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), except as provided in Subsection (c) of this Section
and as provided in Section 11-277(c). The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of Section 11-292.01 shall
be Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00).
(c)
For a repeated civil violation, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-23-1987; CB-84-1993; CB-80-2006; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-263. - Unobstructed Building Access Violations.
(a)
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Any person who violates Section 4-180(a)(9) of this Code concerning unobstructed accessible routes to
buildings shall, upon citation issued pursuant to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation
and shall pay to the County a civil monetary fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the County Code concerning unobstructed accessible routes
for disabled persons to buildings shall be Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), except as provided in
Subsection (c).
(c)
For a repeated civil violation, at the same location, within a thirty-six (36) month period, the following fines
shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-75-1991; CB-57-2011)
Sec. 28-264. - Historic Sites and Districts violations.
(a)
Any person who violates any of the following provisions of the County Code shall, upon citation issued pursuant
to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary
fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section: Sections 2-162.01, 29-124, and 29-125.
(1)
Each publication of a statement which constitutes a violation shall be a separate and distinct civil violation
subject to an additional citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the provisions enumerated in Subsection (a) shall be One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00).
(CB-20-1992)
Sec. 28-265. - Secondhand dealer and pawn dealer violations.
(a)
Any person who violates Sections 5-234, 5-236, 5-237, 5-238, 5-238.01, and 5-239 of this Code concerning
secondhand and pawn dealers shall, upon citation issued pursuant to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have
committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary fine in the amount prescribed by
Subsections (b) through (d) of this Section.
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(1)
Each separate day of violation that remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional
citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsections (b) through (d) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of Sections 5-234, 5-238, and 5-238.01 of the County Code shall
be Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for the first violation, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the
second violation, and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for the third and each subsequent violation in excess of
three (3) violations at the same location within a twelve (12) month period.
(c)
The civil monetary fine assessed against the employee of the Secondhand or Pawn Dealer for each civil violation
of Sections 5-236, 5-237, and 5-239 of the County Code shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
(d)
The civil monetary fine assessed against the Secondhand or Pawn Dealer for each civil violation of Sections 5236, 5-237, and 5-239 of the County Code shall be Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for the first
violation, Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the second violation, and One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for the
third and each subsequent violation in excess of three (3) violations at the same location within a twelve (12)
month period.
(CB-29-1997; CB-40-2010)
Sec. 28-266. - Violations by Special Food Service Facilities — Mobile Units.
(a)
Any person who violates any of the following provisions of the County Code shall, upon citation issued pursuant
to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil monetary
fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section:
Sections 5-2803
5-2806
5-2807
11-206
11-207
12-108
12-115(a)(1), (2)(A), (B), (C) and (D).
(1)
Each publication of a statement which constitutes a violation shall be a separate and distinct civil violation
subject to an additional citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the provisions enumerated in Subsection (a) shall be Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), except as provided in Subsection (c) of this Section and as provided in Section 11277(c).
(c)
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For a repeated civil violation, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-51-2015)
Sec. 28-267. - Violations by Tanning Facilities.
(a)
Any person who violates the provisions of Section 12-206 of the County Code shall, upon citation issued
pursuant to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil
monetary fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(1)
Each publication of a statement which constitutes a violation shall be a separate and distinct civil violation
subject to an additional citation and fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of the provisions enumerated in Subsection (a) shall be Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), except as provided in Subsection (c) of this Section.
(c)
For a repeated civil violation, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(d)
A tanning facility with more than three violations of this section in a three year period shall have their use and
occupancy permit revoked.
(CB-40-2017)
Sec. 28-268. - Building Code Violations.
(a)
Any person who violates any of the provisions of Subtitle 4 of the County Code shall, upon citation issued
pursuant to Subdivision 1, be deemed to have committed a civil violation and shall pay to the County a civil
monetary fine in the amount prescribed by Subsection (b) of this Section. Each separate day of violation that
remains uncorrected is a distinct civil violation subject to an additional citation and fine in the amount prescribed
by Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
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The civil monetary fine for each civil violation of this Subtitle shall be Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).
For a repeated civil violation, the following fines shall apply:
2nd violation

$500.00

Each subsequent violation $1,000.00

(CB-47-2019)
SUBTITLE 29. - PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC RESOURCES.
DIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 29-101. - Purpose.
(a)
The purpose of this Subtitle is to provide for the identification, designation, and regulation, for purposes of
protection, preservation, and continued use and enhancement of, those sites, structures (including their
appurtenances and environmental settings), and districts of historical, archaeological, architectural, or cultural
value.
(b)
It is the further purpose of this Subtitle to preserve and enhance the quality of life and to safeguard the historical
and cultural heritage of the County; strengthen the local economy, and stabilize and improve property values in
and around such historic areas; foster civic beauty; and preserve such sites, structures, and districts for the
education, welfare, and continued utilization and pleasure of the citizens of the County, the State of Maryland,
and the United States of America.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-102. - Definitions.
(a)
For the purposes of this Subtitle, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed
to them:
(1)
Appurtenances and Environmental Setting: The entire parcel of land, within those boundaries existing as of the
date the historic resource is delineated on the master plan for historic preservation, and structures thereon, on
which is located a historic resource, unless otherwise specified on such master plan, or unless reduced by the
Commission, and to which it relates physically and/or visually, as determined by the Commission.
Appurtenances and environmental settings shall include, but need not be limited to, walkways and driveways
(whether paved or unpaved), vegetation (including trees, gardens, and lawns), rocks, pasture, cropland, and
waterways.
(2)
Commission: The Historic Preservation Commission of Prince George's County, Maryland, as hereinafter
described.
(3)
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Day: Calendar day, unless otherwise specified.
(4)
Demolition by Neglect: A condition where the principal structure of a historic resource has become unsafe as a
result of any of the following conditions:
(A)
The deterioration of the foundations, exterior walls, roofs, chimneys, doors, or windows, so as to create or
permit a hazardous or unsafe condition to exist; or
(B)
The deterioration of the foundations, exterior walls, roofs, chimneys, doors, windows, the lack of adequate
waterproofing, or the deterioration of interior features which will or could result in permanent damage, injury, or
loss of or loss to foundations, exterior walls, roofs, chimneys, doors, or windows.
(5)
Director: The Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement of Prince George's
County, Maryland, or his designee.
(6)
Exterior Features: The Architectural style, design, and general arrangement of the exterior of a historic resource,
including the color, nature, and texture of building materials, and the type and style of all windows, doors, light
fixtures, signs, or other similar items found on, or related to, the exterior of a historic resource.
(7)
Historic District: A historic resource comprised of two (2) or more properties which are significant as a cohesive
unit and contribute to historical, architectural, archaeological, or cultural values, which has been so classified in
the master plan for historic preservation. A historic district includes all property within its boundaries.
(8)
Historic Resource: An area of land, building, structure, or object, or a group or combination thereof, including
appurtenances and environmental setting, which may be significant in national, state, or local history,
architecture, archaeology, or culture. Historic resources, designated as such on the master plan for historic
preservation, are considered unclassified and shall not be subject to requirements for Historic Area Work Permits
or prevention of demolition by neglect until reviewed under the provisions of Division 6 of this Subtitle.
(9)
Historic Site: Any individual historic resource that is significant and contributes to historical, architectural,
archaeological, or cultural values which has been so classified in the master plan for historic preservation, or
pursuant to Section 29-120.01 of this Subtitle.
(10)
Master Plan for Historic Preservation: The duly Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of
Prince George's County, Maryland.
(11)
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Permit: When not otherwise identified, permit means a Historic Area Work Permit issued, or not to be issued, by
the Director, authorizing work on a historic resource.
(12)
Planning Board: The Prince George's County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.
(CB-142-1981; CB-49-1984; CB-53-2008; CB-18-2013; CB-27-2014)
DIVISION 2. - MASTER PLAN.
Sec. 29-103. - Master Plan for historic preservation.
(a)
As part of the General Plan for the physical development of that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional
District in Prince George's County, Maryland, there has been prepared, adopted, and approved a master plan for
historic preservation, titled "Historic Sites and Districts Plan, Prince George's County, Maryland," which
constitutes an amendment of the General Plan for the Maryland-Washington Regional District. Said plan
designates historic resources, Historic Sites, and Historic Districts, and delineates their boundaries; it proposes
means for the integration of historic preservation into the planning process; and it suggests other measures to
advance the goals of historic preservation.
(b)
The master plan for historic preservation specifies the significant characteristics and values of each Historic Site
and Historic District, and includes boundary justification for each Historic District.
(CB-142-1981)
Editor's note— CR-107-1981 approved the Historic Sites and Districts Plan. CR-41-1983 approved the Rules
of Procedure and the Design Guidelines for the Historic Preservation Commission.
Sec. 29-104. - Historic Sites and Historic Districts criteria.
(a)
In considering unclassified historic resources for classification as Historic Sites or Historic Districts, the
following criteria are applicable:
(1)
Historical and Cultural Significance.
(A)
The historic resource:
(i)
Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the
County, State, or Nation;
(ii)
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Is the site of a significant historic event;
(iii)
Is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society; or
(iv)
Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political, or historic heritage of the County and its communities.
(2)
Architectural and Design Significance.
(A)
The historic resource:
(i)
Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction;
(ii)
Represents the work of a master craftsman, architect or builder;
(iii)
Possesses high artistic values;
(iv)
Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
(v)
Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or County, due to its
singular physical characteristics or landscape.
(b)
If the historic resource meets any of the criteria noted above, it may be classified as a Historic Site or Historic
District.
(CB-142-1981)
Editor's note— CR-152-1985 approved the Broad Creek Historic District.
DIVISION 3. - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
Sec. 29-105. - Commission established.
(a)
Commission. There is hereby created a Commission to be known as the "Historic Preservation Commission of
Prince George's County, Maryland."
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(b)
Membership. The Commission shall consist of nine (9) members appointed by the County Executive and
confirmed by the County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Sections 504 and 322 of the Charter of
Prince George's County, Maryland. Each member must be a resident of Prince George's County, Maryland.
Three (3) of the members of the Commission shall possess a demonstrated special interest, specific knowledge,
or professional or academic training in such fields as history, architecture, architectural history, archeology,
anthropology, agriculture and historic preservation. Three (3) members shall represent the fields of commerce,
realty, municipal governance, community associations, building/preservation restoration, home building and law.
One (1) member shall be selected from the Prince George's County Historical and Cultural Trust Board. One (1)
member shall be selected from the Minority Building Industry Association. One (1) member shall be selected
from the Prince George's County Board of Realtors. The members of the Commission shall, to the extent
possible, be selected to represent the geographical, social, economic, and cultural concerns of the residents of
Prince George's County, Maryland.
(c)
Chairman and Vice Chairman. In accordance with the provisions of Sections 504 and 322 of the Charter of
Prince George's County, Maryland, the County Executive shall appoint, with the confirmation of the County
Council, the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Commission. Said appointments occurring after the
Commission's first year of operation shall be made after due consideration has been given to any
recommendation(s) of the Commission.
(d)
Terms. The terms of the members of the Commission shall be for three (3) year periods, except that the terms of
the initial appointments shall be three (3) each for one (1), two (2) and three (3) year periods, so that not more
than three (3) appointments shall expire each year.
(e)
Vacancy. Any vacancy in the membership of the Commission caused by the expiration of a term, resignation,
death, incapacity to discharge duties, removal for cause, or any other reason, shall be filled for a new term, or for
the remainder of the term for which there is a vacancy, as the case may be, in the same manner as provided
herein for the appointment and confirmation of the initial members of the Commission. In the case of expiration
of terms, members may continue to serve until their successors are appointed and confirmed.
(f)
Removal for Cause. A member may be removed from the Commission by the County Executive with County
Council concurrence. In each case, the cause for removal shall be stated in writing.
(g)
Compensation. The members of the Commission shall serve without compensation, but they may be reimbursed
for actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties, provided that said expenses are provided for in
the County or Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission budget and reimbursement is approved
by the Chief Administrative Officer of the County or the Executive Director of the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, as appropriate.
(h)
Regulations. The Commission shall adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the proper
transaction of the business of the Commission which shall be subject to review and approval by the District
Council prior to their becoming effective.
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(i)
Meetings. The Commission shall hold such regular meetings as, in its discretion, are necessary to discharge its
duties.
(j)
Staff. Employees may be assigned to the Commission, and such services and facilities made available as are
deemed necessary or appropriate for the proper performance of its duties. The County Attorney shall serve as
counsel to the Commission.
(k)
Design Guidelines. The Commission shall adopt architectural and design guidelines which shall specify such
characteristics as materials, colors, signage, landscaping, and other design-related considerations that will be
permitted, encouraged, limited, or excluded from Historic Sites or Historic Districts. Such guidelines shall be
subject to review and approval by the District Council prior to their becoming effective.
(CB-142-1981; CB-83-2005)
Editor's note— CR-41-1983 approved the Rules of Procedure and Design Guidelines for the Historic
Preservation Commission.
Sec. 29-106. - Powers and duties of the Commission.
(a)
The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
To research historic resources and to recommend to the Planning Board and District Council, using the criteria of
Section 29-104, which ones should be classified as Historic Sites or Historic Districts in the master plan for
historic preservation.
(A)
If a proposed Historic District lies within the corporate limits of a municipality, the Commission shall ask for
municipal comments on boundaries and other aspects of the District.
(B)
In the event that a municipality objects to the designation of a proposed Historic District boundary for property
within the municipality, a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the full District Council shall be required to override
a municipal recommendation on designation of boundaries.
(2)
To maintain and update an inventory of historic resources;
(3)
To act upon applications for Historic Area Work Permits and other matters referred to it for action pursuant to
the provisions of this Subtitle;
(4)
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To appoint members to local advisory committees to assist and advise the Commission in the performance of its
functions;
(5)
To recommend programs and legislation to the County Council and the Planning Board to encourage historic
preservation;
(6)
To review any legislation, applications for zoning map amendment, special exception, site plan, and subdivision
approval, and other proposals affecting historic preservation, including preparation and amendment of master
plans, and to make recommendations thereon to the appropriate authorities;
(7)
To serve as a clearinghouse for information on historic preservation for County Government, individuals,
citizens' associations, historical societies, and local advisory committees; to provide information and educational
materials for the public; and to undertake activities to advance the goals of historic preservation in Prince
George's County, Maryland;
(8)
To employ or hire consultants or other temporary personnel, as necessary, consistent with County or MarylandNational Capital Park and Planning Commission contract provisions, to assist the Commission in the
accomplishment of its functions. Consultants or other personnel shall be compensated as may be provided for in
the County or Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission budget;
(9)
To administer any revolving funds, easement or grant programs, tax incentive programs, or other preservation
funds that will aid historic preservation, as approved in the County or Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission operating budget;
(10)
To delineate the extent of appurtenances and environmental setting associated with a historic resource during the
development review processes; and
(11)
To make recommendations on the use, upkeep, or adaptive reuse of publicly-owned historic resources.
(CB-142-1981)
DIVISION 4. - HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMITS.
Sec. 29-107. - Requirement for Historic Area Work Permit.
(a)
A Historic Area Work Permit for work on publicly- or privately-owned property containing a historic resource
classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District shall be obtained pursuant to the provisions of
this Subtitle before:
(1)
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Constructing, reconstructing, moving, relocating, demolishing, or in any manner modifying, changing, or
altering the exterior features;
(2)
Performing any grading, excavating, construction, or substantially modifying, changing, or altering the
appurtenances and environmental setting; or
(3)
Erecting or causing to be erected any sign or other advertisement. Those signs or advertisements exempted from
sign permit requirements by Division 32 of the Zoning Ordinance are generally exempt from requirements for a
Historic Area Work Permit, except for signs of historical interest; murals, paintings, or other artistic displays;
name or location of cities, towns, villages, and the like; regulatory signs other than those mandated by State or
local law; signs on windows, other than temporary signs; memorial signs or tablets; and gateways.
(b)
Building, grading, razing, and sign permit applications shall indicate whether the structure or property is a
historic resource. If it is classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District, or if the Historic
Preservation Commission has determined that it should be classified under the provisions of Division 6 of this
Subtitle, the applicant shall be required to complete a Historic Area Work Permit application, unless exempted
by Subsection (d) of this Section.
(c)
The Commission shall adopt procedures to encourage owners of historic resources to seek the advice of the
Commission, prior to filing an application for a Historic Area Work Permit, on the appurtenances and
environmental setting appropriate to the resource, appropriate design, construction methods and materials,
financial information concerning historic preservation, or any other matter under this Subtitle affecting the
issuance of a permit.
(d)
Nothing in this Section shall be construed to require the issuance of a Historic Area Work Permit for any
ordinary maintenance, repair of exterior features, customary farming operations, or landscaping which will have
no material effect on this historical, archaeological, architectural, or cultural value of the historic resource of
which said features are a part. For the purposes of clarification of this Subsection, the Commission shall develop
and publish guidelines regarding what activities constitute ordinary maintenance, and shall send a copy of these
guidelines to the Director and the Planning Board, and by certified mail, return receipt requested, to all owners
of historic resources delineated on the master plan for historic preservation.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-108. - Application for Historic Area Work Permit.
(a)
Application for issuance of a Historic Area Work Permit shall be filed with the Director. The application shall
provide such information as is deemed necessary by the Commission for its proper evaluation and action upon
the application in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(b)
Within three (3) working days after the filing of a completed application, the Director shall forward the
application and all attachments to the Commission for its review.
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(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-109. - Procedure for review of Historic Area Work Permit applications.
(a)
Upon receipt of an application, the Commission shall schedule a public appearance at a Commission meeting to
consider the application.
(b)
After scheduling a public appearance, the Commission shall forward a notice of the public appearance to the
applicant, the Director, the Planning Board, a municipality respecting land within its boundaries, and those
citizens or organizations which the Commission feels may have an interest in the proceedings.
(1)
Upon being advised by the Commission that a public appearance has been scheduled, the Director shall forward
copies of the application, and all attachments thereto, to the Planning Board and any appropriate municipality for
their review and comments. Any comments which the Planning Board or municipality may wish to make shall
be submitted, in writing, to the Commission prior to the public appearance.
(2)
In the event that a municipality objects to the issuance of a Historic Area Work Permit for property within the
municipality, a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Historic Preservation Commission shall be required to
override a municipal recommendation on the Historic Area Work Permit.
(c)
At the public appearance, the procedures shall be informal and formal rules of evidence shall not be applicable.
Interested persons shall be encouraged to comment and minutes of the proceedings shall be kept.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-110. - Action by Commission on Historic Area Work Permit applications.
(a)
Within forty-five (45) days after the filing of an application or, in the event that the record is left open by the
Commission, within fifteen (15) days after the close of the record, whichever occurs later, the Commission shall
publish its findings, conclusions, and decision, except as provided in Subsections (d) and (e) of this Section. No
record shall be held open for longer than seven (7) calendar days.
(b)
The Commission's decision shall instruct the Director to:
(1)
Issue the permits;
(2)
Issue the permit subject to any conditions necessary to insure conformance with the provisions and purposes of
this Subtitle; or
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(3)
Deny the permit.
(c)
The Commission's findings, conclusions, and decision shall be mailed to the applicant and sent to the Director,
the Planning Board, any appropriate municipality and, upon request, to any other interested person.
(d)
If, after a public appearance, the Commission finds that denial of the permit will result in the denial of all
reasonable use of the property, or will impose undue hardship on the owner, there shall be a period of one
hundred twenty (120) days after such finding to allow for the development of an economically feasible plan for
the preservation of the structure. If, at the end of such period, no plan has been found, the Commission shall,
with or without further public appearance, instruct the Director to issue a permit, with any conditions which will
further the intent and purpose of this Subtitle.
(e)
Failure of the Commission to act on an application within the time periods provided in this Section shall be
considered as authorization by the Commission to issue the permit. The time period for Commission action may
be extended with the written consent of the applicant.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-111. - Criteria for Historic Area Work Permits.
(a)
The Commission shall instruct the Director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and information
presented to it, that the alteration for which the permit is sought would be inconsistent with, or inappropriate or
detrimental to, the preservation, enhancement, or ultimate protection of the historic resource and the purposes of
this Subtitle.
(b)
The Commission shall instruct the Director to issue a permit subject to such conditions as are found to be
necessary to insure conformance with the purposes and requirements of this Subtitle, if it finds that:
(1)
The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource;
(2)
The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archaeological, architectural, or cultural
features of the historic resource and is in harmony with the purpose and intent of this Subtitle;
(3)
The proposal will enhance or aid in the protection, preservation, and public or private utilization of the historic
resource in a manner compatible with its historical, archaeological, architectural, or cultural value;
(4)
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The proposal is necessary in order to remedy unsafe conditions or health hazards;
(5)
The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of reasonable use of the
property or suffer undue hardship; or
(6)
In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic resource with the use and benefit of the
alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by issuance of the permit.
(c)
In the case of any application for work within an environmental setting of a Historic Site, or on property located
within a Historic District, the Commission shall be lenient in its judgment of applications for structures of little
historical or design significance or for new construction. This shall mean that the Commission will authorize
issuance of such permit, with any necessary conditions, if authorization of such permit would not impair the
character of the Historic Site or Historic District.
(d)
Nothing in this Subtitle shall be construed to limit new construction, alteration, or repairs to any particular
period or architectural style.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-112. - Miscellaneous provisions.
(a)
The applicant for a permit shall have the responsibility of providing sufficient information to support the
application. If the property is subject to an easement held by another historic preservation organization, the
applicant shall submit proof of approval of exterior architectural review by the organization holding the
easement.
(b)
Any permit issued by the Director may be subject to such conditions imposed by the Commission as are
reasonably necessary to assure that work shall proceed in accordance with the permit. The work shall be
performed in a manner not injurious to those characteristics and qualities of the historic resource which are of
historical, architectural, archaeological, or cultural value.
(c)
The Director is responsible for the enforcement of the provisions of this Subtitle.
(d)
Authorization by the Commission to issue a Historic Area Work Permit shall not be construed to eliminate the
need to obtain any other permit required by State or local law, ordinance, or regulation, in conformance with all
requirements applicable to such other permit. No other permit shall be issued, however, which would authorize
work to be performed in violation of any conditions imposed by a Historic Area Work Permit, or in the absence
of such permit.
(CB-142-1981)
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DIVISION 5. - DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT.
Sec. 29-113. - Notice of demolition by neglect.
(a)
If a historic resource has been classified as a Historic Site or is within a Historic District, as shown on the master
plan, or if the Historic Preservation Commission has determined that it should be so classified, and the
Commission finds that demolition of the resource by neglect should be prevented, the Commission shall instruct
the Director to notify, in writing, the owner(s) of record of the property, any person having any right, title, or
interest therein, and the occupant or other person responsible for the maintenance of the property, of the
deterioration. The notice shall specify the minimum items of repair or maintenance necessary to correct or
prevent further deterioration.
(b)
Such notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to said owner or other responsible
person at the last known address, or the address shown on the real property tax records in the Land Records of
Prince George's County, Maryland. Such notice, when so addressed and deposited with the Postal Service with
proper postage prepaid, shall be deemed complete and sufficient. In the event that such notice is returned by the
postal authorities, the Director shall cause a copy of the notice to be personally served by authorized
representative upon the owner(s) of record of the property, any person having any right, title, or interest therein,
and the occupant or other person responsible for the maintenance of the property, or upon any agent of the
owner(s) thereof. In the event that personal service cannot be accomplished, as aforesaid, after reasonable
efforts, notice shall be accomplished by posting a public notice on the property.
(c)
The notice shall provide that corrective action shall commence within thirty (30) days or less of the receipt or
posting of said notice, unless an extension is granted by the Commission, and shall be completed within a
reasonable period of time. The notice shall state that the owner(s) of record of the subject property, or any person
having any right, title, or interest therein, may, within ten (10) days, request a hearing on the necessity of
preventing demolition by neglect. If no request for hearing is received within this time period, the notice shall
become final.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-114. - Public hearing on demolition by neglect.
(a)
In the event a public hearing is requested, it shall be held by the Commission upon thirty (30) days' written
notice mailed to the owner(s) of record, all persons having any right, title, or interest in the subject property, the
occupant or other person responsible for the maintenance of the property, and all citizens and organizations
which the Commission reasonably finds may have an interest in the proceedings.
(b)
The Commission shall not require structures of little historical or design significance within a Historic District to
be preserved unless demolition would seriously impair the character of the Historic District. After the public
hearing on the issue of the necessity of preventing demolition by neglect, if the Commission still finds that
demolition should be prevented, it shall instruct the Director to issue a final notice to be mailed to the owner(s)
of record, all persons having any right, title, or interest in the subject property, and the occupant or other person
responsible for the maintenance of the property, in the manner prescribed in Section 29-113(b), stating the items
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of repair and maintenance necessary to correct or prevent further deterioration, except as provided in Section 29115.
(c)
The property owner(s) or other responsible person shall institute corrective action to comply with the final notice
within thirty (30) days of receipt of the revised notice, unless an extension is granted by the Commission.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-115. - Hardship.
(a)
In the event that the Commission finds that, notwithstanding the necessity for preventing demolition by neglect,
the action provided for in Section 29-114(c) would impose a substantial undue hardship on the owner(s) of
record of the subject property, the Commission shall seek alternative methods to preserve the historic resource.
If none are confirmed within a reasonable time, the Director shall not proceed in accordance with Section 29114(b), but shall issue the permit. However, the Historic Preservation Commission shall be permitted to make
measured drawings and photographs, or on-site documentation by some other method within a mutually
agreeable period of time.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-116. - Action upon noncompliance with final notice.
(a)
Upon failure, neglect, or refusal of the property owner or other responsible person, duly notified, to take the
corrective action specified in the final notice, the Director is hereby authorized and empowered to institute,
perform, and complete the necessary remedial work to prevent further demolition by neglect, and to defray the
costs thereof, as hereinafter provided.
(b)
When the County has completed the necessary remedial work to prevent further demolition by neglect, or has
paid for its completion, the actual cost thereof, if not paid by the property owner(s) or other responsible person
prior thereto, shall be charged to the owner(s) of record of such property on the next regular tax bill forwarded to
such owner(s), and said charge shall be due and payable by said owner(s) at the time of payment of the tax bill.
(c)
When the full amount due the County is not paid by the property owner(s) when due, the Director shall cause to
be recorded in the Office of the Treasurer of Prince George's County a sworn statement showing the cost and
expense incurred for the work, the date(s) upon which the work was done, and the location of the property on
which the work was done. Such notice shall result in a tax lien being placed against the affected property which
shall be collected in the same manner as the County taxes on such real property.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-117. - Unclassified historic resources.
If the historic resource is unclassified on the master plan for historic preservation, it shall be reviewed under the
provisions of Division 6 of this Subtitle before the provisions of this Division 5 may take effect.
(CB-142-1981)
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DIVISION 6. - REVIEW OF UNCLASSIFIED HISTORIC RESOURCES AND HISTORIC PROPERTIES.
Sec. 29-118. - Public hearing.
(a)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall conduct a public hearing to make findings as to the significance of
any unclassified historic resource designated as such on the master plan for historic preservation, and shall
determine whether it should be classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District when:
(1)
Any application for a permit to demolish or substantially alter the exterior features or environmental setting of
any historic resource is referred to the Commission;
(2)
Any zoning map amendment, special exception, subdivision, or site plan approval application is referred to the
Commission, as required by either Subtitle 27 or Subtitle 24 of this Code;
(3)
The Commission is notified that a historic resource is the subject of demolition by neglect;
(4)
The Commission is requested by any owner or public agency to make such findings and determinations; or
(5)
The Commission, of its own volition or at the request of any other person or agency, decides to make such
findings and determinations.
(b)
At least two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission shall send
written notice of the date, time and place of the hearing to the owner(s) of the historic resource, adjoining
property owners and to those departments, agencies, organizations, and citizens which the Commission
reasonably believes may have an interest in the proceedings.
(c)
At least two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Planning Board shall post the property with a
detailed sign identifying the historic resource, giving the date, time, and place of the public hearing, and giving
instructions for obtaining further information. All signs shall be posted in such a manner as to be conspicuous
and legible. When the subject of the public hearing is a proposed Historic Site, the signs shall be posted in the
same manner detailed for Zoning Map Amendment applications (see the Zoning Ordinance). When the subject
of the public hearing is property within a Historic District, the location and number of signs necessary to provide
adequate public notice shall be determined by the Historic Preservation Commission, provided that there shall be
at least one (1) sign on each road on which the Historic District has frontage. Notwithstanding the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, no fee shall be required for the posting of such signs.
(CB-142-1981; CB-54-1984; CB-53-2008; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-119. - Determination by Historic Preservation Commission; appeal to the District Council.
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(a)
The Historic Preservation Commission shall make a determination as to whether an unclassified historic
resource should be classified or not classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District. The
Commission's decision shall be in writing, shall include findings of fact and conclusions, and shall be sent to all
persons of record.
(b)
If a permit application is involved and the Historic Preservation Commission determines that the historic
resource should not be classified as a Historic Site or as property within a Historic District on the master plan for
historic preservation, the Director shall forthwith issue the permit.
(c)
If a permit application is involved and the Historic Preservation Commission determines that the historic
resource should be classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District on the master plan for
historic preservation, the permit application shall be governed by the procedures established in Division 4 of this
Subtitle.
(d)
If the historic resource is subject to demolition by neglect and the Historic Preservation Commission has
determined that the resource should be classified as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District on the
master plan for historic preservation, the provisions of Division 5 of this Subtitle shall govern.
(e)
Any person of record may appeal the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission, on the question of
treating the property as classified or unclassified, to the District Council. Any appeal of the Commission's
decision shall be filed with the Commission within thirty (30) days of service of the decision.
(1)
Upon receipt of an appeal, the Commission shall transmit to the Zoning Hearing Examiner the notice of appeal,
and the names and addresses of all persons of record. In addition, the Commission shall transmit its findings of
fact and conclusions along with all record evidence.
(2)
Upon receipt of the foregoing, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall cause the matter to be set for public hearing.
The hearing shall be advertised in the County's newspapers of record and notice of the date, time, and place of
the hearing shall be sent to the Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Board, and all persons of record
in the case before the Historic Preservation Commission.
(3)
The hearing before the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall be a de novo hearing and shall be held in accordance
with Subtitle 27 of this Code. After the close of the hearing record, the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall file a
written recommendation with the District Council. All persons of record shall be given at least ten (10) days
written notice by the Clerk of the Council of the date and time of the District Council's consideration of the
matter. Any person of record may appeal the recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner within fifteen
(15) days of the filing of the Zoning Hearing Examiner's recommendation with the District Council. If appealed,
all persons of record may testify before the District Council. Persons arguing shall adhere to the District
Council's Rules of Procedure, and argument shall be limited to thirty (30) minutes for each side, and to the
record of the hearing. The recommendation of the Zoning Hearing Examiner and the decision of the District
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Council shall be based upon Section 29-104(a), the Historic Sites and Districts criteria, as well as the record
submitted by the Historic Preservation Commission and any additional evidence submitted before the Zoning
Hearing Examiner. Any party wishing to submit a transcript of the testimony taken before the Historic
Preservation Commission shall be required to pay the costs thereof.
(4)
The District Council's decision to approve or disapprove the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission
shall be in writing, and shall expressly declare the unclassified historic resource to be a Historic Site or property
within a Historic District, or declare that the site is no longer a historic resource. Copies of the decision shall be
sent to the Commission, the Planning Board, and all persons of record.
(f)
For the purposes of this Section, "Person of Record" means the owner(s) of the historic resource, and any
municipality, person, firm, corporation, partnership, association, organization, or agency who, in writing or in
testimony before the Historic Preservation Commission, requests to be made a person of record prior to the close
of the hearing record.
(CB-142-1981; CB-54-1984; CB-57-1993; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-120. - Time limits for Historic Preservation Commission action.
(a)
Within forty-five (45) days after the referral of an application, or within fifteen (15) days after the closing of the
record following a public meeting, whichever occurs later, the Historic Preservation Commission shall render its
findings and conclusions with respect to an application. No record shall be left open for longer than seven (7)
calendar days.
(b)
Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (a), in the case of any subdivision application referred to the
Commission, it shall render its findings and conclusions with respect to the application within thirty (30) days
after referral of such application.
(c)
Failure to adhere to the limits specified in this Section shall be considered as a recommendation for removal of
the historic resource from the master plan for historic preservation and as authorization by the Commission to
the Director to issue a permit or take no further action under Division 5 of this Subtitle, whichever is applicable.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-120.01. - Petition for Designation of Historic Properties.
(a)
The owner (s) of a historic property may file a petition for designation as a historic site with the Historic
Preservation Commission. As part of this designation process, the Historic Preservation Commission may also
find that the property is eligible for listing in the Historic Sites and Districts Plan or in the National Register of
Historic Places. For the purposes of processing Prince George's County Historic Property Grant Program
applications only, this determination shall allow grant applications to be considered by the Planning Board
pursuant to Section 29-139(d).
(b)
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At least sixty (60) days in advance of the public hearing by the Historic Preservation Commission, the
Commission shall refer the application to those departments, agencies, organizations, citizens and parties which
the Commission reasonably believes may have any interest in the proceedings. Any such comments should be
received no less than 30 days prior to the Historic Preservation Commission's scheduled public hearing.
(c)
Within one hundred twenty (120) days of receipt of the petition, the Commission shall research and review the
historic property and conduct a public hearing to make findings as to the significance of the historic property and
shall determine whether it should be classified as a historic site.
(d)
At least two (2) weeks prior to the scheduled public hearing, the Commission shall send written notice of the
date, time and place of the hearing to the owner (s) of the historic property, adjoining property owners and to
those departments, agencies, organizations, citizens and parties which the Commission reasonably believes may
have an interest in the proceedings. The property shall be posted pursuant to the requirements of Section 29118(c).
(e)
Within thirty (30) days after the record is closed, the Commission shall make a recommendation on the petition
and transmit the recommendation to the Planning Board.
(f)
Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the recommendation, the Planning Board shall hold a joint public hearing
with the District Council on the Commission's recommendation.
(g)
Written notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be provided at least thirty (30) days prior to the
hearing.
(h)
Within thirty (30) days after the record is closed, the Planning Board shall submit its recommendation to the
District Council.
(i)
Within two (2) months following receipt of the Planning Board's recommendation, the District Council shall
make a final decision on the petition.
(CB-53-2008)
Editor's note— CR-53-2009 designated the Kleiner-Davidson White House, 8529 58th Avenue, Berwyn
Heights, Maryland 20740 as a Prince George's County Historic Site (67-022-24).
CR-89-2012 designated the Wilson-Gleis House, 4711 Oliver Street, Riverdale Park, Maryland 20737 (68-00497); the Burgess House, 5201 42nd Place, Hyattsville, Maryland 20781 (68-010-83) and the Underwood-Bealle
House 15914 Bealle Hill Road, Accokeek, Maryland 20607 (84-032) as Prince George's County Historic Sites.
CR-43-2015 provides that the Crumly-Murray House (76A-044-03), 3518 29th Avenue, Temple Hills, MD
20748; the Burgdorf House (76B-065), 5750 Fisher Road, Temple Hills, MD 20748; the Compton Bassett
Tobacco Barn at Boxwood Hall (79-063-13), 16301 Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772, and the
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Hawkins Tobacco Barn (85A-086) and its Environmental Setting of 1.96-acres (Tax Map 144, Grid D2); are
designated as Prince George's County historic sites, and the Parcel 314, Livingston Road, Fort Washington, MD
20744, is included in an expanded Broad Creek Historic District (80-024-00).
CR-41-2016 provides that the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Exchange/Old Stone Building (79-117), 14500
Church Street, Upper Marlboro, and the Wagner House (83-032), 1910 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek, are hereby
designated as Prince George's County historic sites.
CR-4-2017 provides that Elmo Clark House (68-074-02), 3721 36th Street, Mount Rainier; the Dashiell House
(68-010-91), 4914 40th Place, Hyattsville, the Vernon Wright House (68-010-92), 6010 43rd Street, Hyattsville,
the Helen Dwight Reid House, (80-057), 13507 Reid Circle, Fort Washington, and the Odell House (83-048),
14601 Bond's Retreat Road, Accokeek, be and the same are hereby approved as Designated Historic Sites within
Prince George's County historic sites.
CR-67-2017 provides that the Duvall Tenant House Site (Archeological Site 18PR1020), Part of Parcel A,
Heathermore Subdivision, Upper Marlboro, and the Scholz Mark '64/Lang House (80-058), 13506 Reid Circle,
Fort Washington, are designated as Prince George's County historic sites.
CR-122-2020 provides that the Teed House (Documented Property 66-037-50) and its 0.221-acre Environmental
Setting (East 20 feet of Lot 90 and west 50 feet of Lot 91 in Block F, College Park Section A) is designated as a
Prince George's County historic site.
CR-53-2021 provides that the Jones-Sheridan House (Documented Property 68-010-79) and its 0.173-acre
Environmental Setting (Lot 4 in Block A, Johnson and Wine's Second Addition to Hyattsville), and the Hierling
House and its 0.115-acre Environmental Setting (Lot 1 in Block C, Subdivision of Arundel, Hyattsville) are
designated as Prince George's County Historic Sites.
DIVISION 7. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
Sec. 29-121. - Violations and penalties.
Any person who violates a provision of this Subtitle by willfully performing or allowing to be performed any
work without first obtaining a Historic Area Work Permit, failing to comply with any conditions of such permit,
failing to comply with any final notice issued pursuant to this Subtitle, or disobeying or disregarding a decision
of the Historic Preservation Commission may be liable for a civil monetary fine in the amount of Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00), enforceable pursuant to the procedural provisions of Subtitle 28 of the County Code, for each
violation. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate violation. The application of such penalty shall not
preclude the enforced removal or abatement of prohibited conditions or acts through appropriate proceedings in
equity.
(CB-142-1981)
Sec. 29-122. - Appeals to the Court.
(a)
In the event any person is aggrieved by a decision of the Commission under Division 4 or 5 (relating to the
provisions of a permit or demolition by neglect), the aggrieved person may file an appeal with the Circuit Court
within thirty (30) calendar days after the date upon which the Commission's decision is received. Review of the
Commission's decision by the Court shall be based upon the record of the proceedings before the Commission.
(b)
There shall be no appeal to the Court from a decision of the Commission under Division 6 (either declaring the
unclassified historic resource a Historic Site or property within a Historic District or deleting the resource from
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the plan). However, an appeal may be filed with the Court from the action of the District Council within thirty
(30) days after service of the final decision of the District Council. Review of the District Council's action shall
be based upon the record before the District Council.
(c)
When the Historic Preservation Commission renders a decision under Division 4 or 5 incidental to the
classification of a historic resource as a Historic Site or property within a Historic District, the appeal period
shall be stayed until thirty (30) days after service of the District Council's decision.
(CB-142-1981; CB-54-1984)
Sec. 29-123. - Applicability.
(a)
This Subtitle shall be applicable throughout that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Prince
George's County, Maryland, except as hereinafter provided. It shall also be applicable to any municipality within
Prince George's County, Maryland, but outside the boundaries of the Maryland-Washington Regional District, if
the governing body of that municipality so consents.
(b)
The provisions of this Subtitle shall not be applicable to the White Farm, identified as Site Number 73-6 on the
Adopted and Approved Historic Sites and Districts Plan of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(c)
The provisions of this Subtitle supplement other provisions of the Prince George's County Code. Nothing
contained herein shall be deemed to abrogate, annul, or abridge any other requirement of State or local law,
ordinance, or regulation, or any decision of another regulatory body made pursuant thereto, or to supersede the
authority of the District Council or the Planning Board.
(d)
Resources and sites of potential archeological significance that are not listed in the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation are subject to the provisions of Subtitle 24.
(CB-142-1981; CB-68-1988; CB-93-2005)
DIVISION 8. - SALE OF HISTORIC SITES, HISTORIC RESOURCES, OR PROPERTY WITHIN A
HISTORIC DISTRICT.
Sec. 29-124. - Disclosure; required.
(a)
Property owners who offer to sell any interest in a Historic Site, historic resource, or other real property located
within a Historic District shall disclose to prospective purchaser(s) that the property is a Historic Site, historic
resource, or is located within a Historic District in Prince George's County.
(b)
The requirements of subsection (a) shall be met by delivering written notice to the prospective purchaser that is
sufficient to inform the prospective purchaser that:
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(1)
Historic Sites, historic resources, and property located within a Historic District are subject to regulation as
provided in the Prince George's County Code, Subtitle 29, Preservation of Historic Resources; and
(2)
These laws, guidelines, and regulations may limit the extent to which the exterior features of the property being
offered for sale may be modified or altered.
(c)
The disclosure required by this Section shall be made prior to execution of a valid sales contract for the property.
(CB-52-1988; CB-20-1992)
Sec. 29-125. - Misrepresentation of Historic Status.
(a)
No person or entity shall advertise, market, or sell, or cause to be advertised, marketed, or sold, any property
alleging that the subject property is a County Historic Site or Historic Resource, or that the subject property is in
proximity to a Historic Site or Historic Resource, unless the property alleged as historic is designated as a
Historic Site or Historic Resource on the Historic Sites and Districts Plan or listed in the National Register of
Historic Places or any adopted amendment thereto.
(b)
No person or entity shall advertise, market, or sell, or cause to be advertised, marketed, or sold, any property
alleging that the subject property is located within a County Historic District, unless the subject property is
wholly located within a designated County Historic District as identified in the Historic Sites and Districts Plan
or listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
(c)
Each publication of a statement in violation of Subsections (a) or (b) shall be a separate and distinct civil
violation.
(CB-20-1992)
DIVISION 9. - HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE PRESERVATION PROGRAM.
Sec. 29-126. - Short Title.
This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Historic Agricultural Resource Preservation Program
(HARPP)."
(CB-24-2007)
Sec. 29-127. - Purchase of Historic Agricultural Resource Preservation Easements.
(a)
Introduction. The purpose of this program is to implement the recommendations of Commission 2000, as
adopted by CB-80-2000, and to provide regulatory incentives to preserve historic agricultural, rural, and natural
resources in the Rural and Agricultural Areas. The County Council recognizes the public value in protecting
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certain historic viewsheds, vistas, rural culture and character as well as longstanding agricultural enterprises in
the Rural and Agricultural Areas in perpetuity through the acquisition of easements.
(b)
Purpose. The regulations in this Part are established for the following purposes:
(1)
Implement the policies of the Prince George's County General Plan and the Green Infrastructure Plan relating to
the Rural and Agricultural Areas;
(2)
Preserve, protect and enhance properties that provide historic agricultural character, culture and practices;
(3)
Encourage others to preserve, protect and enhance properties that provide historic agricultural character, culture
and practices;
(4)
Promote interest in and the study of historic properties and properties that provide historic agricultural character,
culture and practices;
(5)
Maintain historic rural character and way of life through the limitation of non-agricultural uses and the
preservation of scenic viewsheds, vistas and related natural resources.
(c)
Nature of the Program. The program is declared to be of general benefit to the citizens of this County and
charitable in nature.
(CB-24-2007; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-128. - Applicability.
The HARPP program shall be available to all land zoned AG, AR, RE, or RR in, or adjacent to, land that is
located outside of the County's approved Growth Policy Boundary area and is within the Rural and Agricultural
Areas. Any conservation easement acquired under the HARPP program shall be voluntarily offered by the
landowner.
(CB-24-2007; CB-27-2017; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-129. - Definitions.
(a)
The following definitions shall apply to the interpretation and implementation of the HARPP program:
(1)
Historic Property: A parcel, site, building, structure, or object located in the Rural and Agricultural Areas with
historic agricultural, rural and natural qualities that is significant in the history, upland archaeology, architecture,
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engineering, and culture of the County (including remains related to a parcel, site, building, structure, or object)
or that provides significant viewsheds, vistas, character or otherwise contains unique agricultural qualities of
significance to the community within the Rural and Agricultural Areas.
(2)
Historic Agriculture Resource Preservation Program Easement ("HARPP Easement"). The term "HARPP
Easement" shall be defined as a non-possessory interest encumbering a qualifying property, whether the
easement is appurtenant or in gross, and conveyed by a landowner in connection with the HARPP program for
the purpose of restricting the development potential on the property in perpetuity.
(3)
Parcel. The term "parcel" shall mean a lot or acreage parcel, lawfully recorded among the Land Records of
Prince George's County.
(4)
Preservation. The identification, evaluation, recordation, documentation, acquisition, protection, management,
rehabilitation, restoration, stabilization, maintenance, and reconstruction of an historic property as defined in this
Section.
(5)
Program Administrator. The term "Program Administrator" shall mean the person designated by the Planning
Board to administer the program.
(b)
Construction. A HARPP easement may encumber one (1) or more lots, parcels or a portion thereof. For the
purposes of the HARPP program the term "parcel" shall by its terms include all of the property described in the
legal description attached to the historic conservation HARPP easement and recorded among the Land Records
of Prince George's County.
(CB-24-2007; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-130. - Administration.
(a)
The Program Administrator shall administer the daily activities of the County's HARPP program and serve as
the central clearing house for all HARPP related activities and shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
Propose program regulations and procedures for the proper administration and implementation of the HARPP
program subject to Planning Board approval.
(2)
Promote the HARPP program by providing educational materials to the public and conducting informational
meetings.
(3)
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Investigate and pursue additional public and private resources to fund the HARPP Program and maximize
private participation.
(4)
Evaluate all applications to determine their eligibility and ranking score, rank applications and include the
ranking in the recommendations to the Planning Board.
(5)
Prepare a report on the development potential for each parcel subject to an application, based on the
development certification provided by the Department of Planning and include the report in the
recommendations to the Planning Board.
(7)
Provide the staff support, report and recommendation to the Planning Board for each application.
(8)
Monitor HARPP easements purchased to assure compliance with the terms and conditions of each easement.
(b)
The Planning Board shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
The Planning Board shall review the report and recommendation for each application provided by the Program
Administrator and the Planning Board shall determine which easements should be purchased.
(2)
Periodically review the program regulations and procedures and make recommendations to the Program
Administrator and the County Council of any changes needed to maintain the program's consistency with the
Prince George's County General Plan and the Green Infrastructure Plan relating to the Rural and Agricultural
Areas.
(CB-24-2007; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-131. - Eligibility Criteria.
(a)
A parcel must meet the following criteria to be eligible to participate in the program: the parcel must be zoned
AG, AR, RE, or RR and located in, or adjacent to, land that is located outside of the County's approved Growth
Policy Boundary area and is within the Rural and Agricultural Areas; privately owned; the parcel shall be
capable of being further developed; include a minimum of thirty-five (35) acres with no more than one (1) single
family dwelling; include a minimum of twenty (20) acres with no more than one (1) single family dwelling and
be contiguous to property held as a public park or preserve or property otherwise permanently protected from
development by easement or otherwise.
(b)
A parcel shall not be eligible to participate in the program if the development rights have been extinguished by
the donation or sale of an easement to any other party, or if the property is encumbered by a tree conservation
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easement or any other easement which would prevent the property from being developed.
(CB-24-2007; CB-27-2017; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-132. - Ranking Criteria.
In order to effectuate the purposes of the HARPP program, parcels for which conservation applications have
been received shall be ranked according to criteria and the point values established in the regulations. The
criteria shall include the size of the parcel; natural, cultural and scenic resources including, but not limited to
viewsheds, vistas, cultural significance; development pressures; proximity to other preserved land and deferral
from prior funding cycle as a result of insufficient funding. The Planning Board may consider the rankings
provided by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District pursuant to CB-47-2006.
(CB-24-2007)
Sec. 29-133. - HARPP easement terms and conditions.
(a)
Each HARPP easement shall be in a form recommended by the Program Administrator and approved by the
Planning Board, and shall contain, at a minimum, the following provisions:
(1)
Restriction on division. The parcel shall be restricted from any further division except as may provided in the
program regulations.
(2)
No buy-back option. The owner shall not have the right to re-acquire the development potential extinguished by
the HARPP easement.
(3)
Agricultural uses. Agricultural uses and commercial uses related to agriculture shall be permitted on a parcel
subject to a HARPP easement.
(4)
Prohibited uses. Industrial or non-agricultural commercial uses shall not be permitted on a parcel encumbered by
a HARPP easement.
(5)
Designation of HARPP easement holders. The Planning Board shall hold the easement or may designate the
easement holder of each HARPP easement subject to applicable State law.
(b)
The HARPP easements shall be recorded in the Land Records of the County.
(c)
HARPP easements may be transferred and/or assigned to another governmental body, land trust or non-profit
with a demonstrated ability to monitor easements of this kind subject to applicable State law.
3586/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(CB-24-2007)
Sec. 29-134. - Offer to Purchase.
(a)
The Planning Board shall make offers to purchase HARPP easements based on the ranking and
recommendations of the Program Administrator.
(b)
If funding is insufficient during a program year to purchase easements from all of the HARPP program
applicants, the Program Administrator may recommend that some or all of the remaining applications be
considered for acquisition in the next program year.
(CB-24-2007)
Sec. 29-135. - Enforcement/Penalties.
(a)
Inspection. The Program Administrator or his designee shall have the right, upon prior written notice to the
landowner, to enter upon the land subject to a HARPP easement annually to inspect for compliance with the
terms and conditions of the HARPP easement.
(b)
Damages. The Program Administrator on behalf of the Planning Board shall be responsible for enforcing the
HARPP easement if the landowner engages in practices or activities on the parcel which are inconsistent with
the spirit and intent of the HARPP easement.
(c)
Injunction. In addition to other remedies available, the Program Administrator on behalf of the Planning Board
may seek an injunction to halt the practices or activities which violate the terms and conditions of the easement.
(CB-24-2007)
Sec. 29-136. - Rights of landowner.
(a)
General. The landowner retains all of the rights of a fee simple owner, except for the development rights, which
shall be extinguished by the HARPP easement pursuant to this Subtitle. The HARPP easement shall not grant
the public any rights of access or rights to use the land whatsoever.
(b)
Limited Number of Dwellings. This section applies to parcels of fifty (50) acres or more. A landowner shall be
entitled to create one (1) additional dwelling in connection with an inter-family transfer per twenty-five (25)
acres pursuant to requirements of the program regulations.
(CB-24-2007)
DIVISION 10. - HISTORIC PROPERTY GRANT PROGRAM.
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Sec. 29-137. - Establishment of Program.
There is hereby established and created a program to be known as the "Historic Property Grant Program." It
shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Subtitle.
(CB-3-2008)
Sec. 29-138. - Definitions.
(a)
Definitions in Subtitles 24 and 27 of the County Code shall apply to this Subtitle and shall be supplemented by
the definitions in Subsection (b) of this Section.
(b)
The following terms used in this Subtitle are defined as follows:
(1)
Fund: The Prince George's County Historic Property Grant Fund.
(2)
Historic Property: A district, site, building, structure or object significant in the history, upland, and underwater
archaeology, architecture, engineering and culture in the county, including remains related to a district, site,
building, structure, or object. Historic Properties shall be defined as those not yet listed in the Inventory of
Historic Resources and those properties not yet determined eligible for listing in the Historic Sites and Districts
Plan or those properties not listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), or determined eligible for
listing in the NRHP.
(3)
Preservation Easement: The term "preservation easement" shall be defined as a non-possessory interest
encumbering a qualifying property, whether the easement is appurtenant or in gross, and conveyed by a
landowner for the purpose of preserving the historic property and restricting the development potential on the
property in perpetuity.
(4)
Program: The Prince George's County Historic Property Grant Program.
(CB-3-2008; CB-53-2008)
Sec. 29-139. - Administration.
(a)
The powers of the program are exercised by the Planning Board.
(b)
The Planning Board shall adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of this program.
(c)
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The Planning Board shall expend the amounts in the fund in accordance with Sections 26-102 and 26-105 of the
Land Use Article of the Maryland Annotated Code to provide grants to nonprofit organizations or foundations,
political subdivisions, or individuals for the purpose of acquiring, preserving, restoring, or rehabilitating historic
properties.
(d)
The Historic Preservation Commission, upon the advice of its Grants Committee, will review all applications
and make its recommendations to the Planning Board.
(CB-3-2008; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 29-140. - Inspection.
The Planning Board or its designee shall have the right, upon prior written notice to the parcel owner, to enter
upon the parcel subject to a historic preservation grant, to inspect the work for compliance with the terms and
conditions of the preservation easement.
(CB-3-2008)
Sec. 29-141. - Program Funding.
Funds for the program shall be authorized annually in The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission Budget.
(CB-3-2008)
SUBTITLE 30. - AGRICULTURE.
DIVISION 1. - RIGHT TO FARM.
Sec. 30-101. - Purpose.
It is the declared policy of the Prince George's County Government to promote, preserve, protect, enhance and
encourage agricultural operations, forestry operations and the development and improvement of its agricultural
land for the production of food and other agricultural products. The encroachment of nonagricultural land uses
into rural areas may interfere with efficient agricultural and forestry production by becoming the subject of
nuisance complaints and lawsuits due to lack of information about such operations. Therefore, it is in the public
interest to promote a clearer understanding between agricultural and forestry operations and non-agricultural
neighbors concerning the normal inconveniences of agricultural and forestry operations that follow generally
accepted agricultural practices and do not endanger public health or safety. Protection will be provided to
agricultural and forestry operations, so that they may operate and be successful on agricultural land, despite
adjacent non-agricultural neighbors. The ordinance is not intended to and shall not be construed as in any way
modifying or abridging local, state, or federal laws, including, but not limited to laws relating to health, safety,
trespass onto agricultural property, zoning, and licensing requirements.
(CB-80-1984; CB-6-2012)
Sec. 30-102. - Definitions.
(a)
Terms used in this Subtitle are defined as follows:
(1)
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Agricultural Land shall mean all real property within the boundaries of Prince George's County that is carried on
the tax rolls of the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation as agricultural; or all other land that
is currently used for agricultural operations and has been used, and/or is under preparation for use as an
agricultural operation continuously for at least one (1) year.
(2)
Agricultural Operation shall mean and include, but is not limited to, all matters set forth in the definition of
"agricultural operation" in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article 5-403(a),
as may be amended from time to time; and the production of all matters encompassed within the definition of
"farm product" in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Agriculture Article 10-601(c), as may be amended from
time to time.
Agricultural Operation shall also mean and include cultivation and tillage of the soil, dairying, spreading of
manure, lime, fertilizer and the like, composting, spraying, producing, irrigating, protecting from frost,
cultivating, rowing, harvesting and processing of any agricultural crops or commodities, including viticulture,
horticulture, timber or apiculture, raising fish or poultry and other fowl, production of eggs, production of milk
and dairy products, equine activities, production of livestock, pasturage, fur bearing animals, production of bees
and their products, production of fruit, vegetables and other horticultural crops, production of wine, production
of aquatic plants, aquaculture, production of timber, production of wool and fleece, and any commercial
agricultural practices or procedure performed as incident to or in conjunction with such operations, including on
farm processing and preparation for market, delivery to storage or to market or to carriers for transportation to
market, equine activities, usage of land in furtherance of educational and social goals, including but not limited
to 4-H clubs and Future Farmers of America, agri-tourism, alternative agricultural enterprises, occurring at any
time.
(3)
Forestry Operation includes, but is not limited to, the cultivation and production of all matters and products
derived from the practice of forestry, as encompassed in the definition of "forestry" as set forth in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Business Occupations and Professions Article, Section 7-101(c), as amended from time to
time.
(4)
Generally Accepted Agricultural Land Management Practices shall mean those methods used in connection with
agricultural operations, which do not violate applicable federal, State or local laws or public health, safety and
welfare and which are generally accepted practices in the agricultural industry. Generally accepted agricultural
management practices include practices that are recognized as generally accepted management practices and
those methods that are authorized by various governmental agencies, bureaus, and departments, including but
not limited to the University of Maryland Extension Prince George's County, and the Prince George's County
Soil Conservation District. If no generally accepted agricultural management practice exists or there is no
method authorized by those agencies mentioned herein which governs a practice, the practice is presumed to not
be a generally accepted agricultural management practice.
(CB-80-1984; CB-6-2012)
Sec. 30-103. - Limitation of Actions.
(a)
A private action may not be sustained with respect to an agricultural or forestry operation conducted on
agricultural land on the grounds that the agricultural or forestry operation interferes or has interfered with the use
or enjoyment or property, whether public or private, if:
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(1)
The agricultural or forestry operation, including any change in the operation, has been under way for a period of
one year or more and if the operation or the change did not constitute a nuisance from the date the operation or
change in the operation began; and
(2)
The agricultural or forestry operation is conducted substantially in accordance with generally accepted
agricultural or forestry practices.
(b)
Notwithstanding any provision of this section, no action alleging that an agricultural or forestry operation has
interfered with the reasonable use or enjoyment of real property or personal well-being shall be maintained if the
plaintiff has not sought resolution through Agricultural Reconciliation Committee, as defined in Sec. 30-103.01
herein.
(CB-80-1984; CB-6-2012)
Sec. 30-103.01. - Establishment of Agricultural Reconciliation committee membership.
(a)
There is hereby established the Prince George's County Agricultural Reconciliation Committee, which shall
mediate disputes involving agricultural operations conducted on agricultural lands and issue opinions concerning
whether or not such agricultural operations are conducted in a manner consistent with generally accepted
agricultural practices.
(b)
Composition
(1)
The Agricultural Reconciliation Committee shall be a five member sub-committee of the Prince George's
County Agricultural Resources Advisory Committee appointed by the Prince George's County Executive and
confirmed by the County Council. The Committee shall be composed of:
(A)
Two members from the agricultural community, one must be an active voting member of the Prince George's
County Farm Bureau;
(B)
One member from the forestry community;
(C)
One member from a real estate interest; and
(D)
One other member from the community not actively engaged in agriculture.
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(2)
The Prince George's County Agricultural Marketing Specialist shall provide staff to the Agricultural
Reconciliation Committee.
(c)
Three members shall constitute a quorum. The Agricultural Reconciliation Committee shall be subject to the
Open Meetings Act and its members shall be subject to the Prince George's County Ethics Ordinance, each as
amended from time to time.
(CB-6-2012)
Sec. 30-103.02. - Resolution of disputes and procedure for complaints; investigation and declaration.
(a)
Nuisances, which affect the public.
(1)
Complaints. A person may complain to the Director, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or
the Director's designee to declare that a nuisance exists, which affects the public.
(2)
Investigations. The Director, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee
is authorized to investigate any complaint of nuisance received against an agricultural operation. When a
previous complaint involving the same condition resulted in a determination by the Director that a nuisance
condition did not exist, the Director is authorized to investigate the complaint.
(3)
Declaration of nuisance. If the Director, Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the
Director's designee determines that a nuisance exists, the Director may declare the existence of a nuisance. In
determining whether a nuisance condition exists in connection with an agricultural operation, the Director shall
apply the criteria provided in this Section. Further, the Director may consider the professional opinion of the
University of Maryland Extension Prince George's County, Prince George's Soil Conservation District or other
qualified expert in the relevant field in determining whether the agricultural operation being investigated is
conducted in accordance with accepted agricultural practices.
(b)
Resolution of disputes regarding agricultural operations.
(1)
Should any controversy arise regarding an interference with the use or enjoyment of property from agricultural
operations conducted on agricultural land, the parties to that controversy shall submit the controversy to the
Agricultural Reconciliation Committee.
(2)
Any such controversy may be submitted in writing to the Agricultural Reconciliation Committee within thirty
(30) days of the alleged adverse impacts.
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(3)
The Agricultural Reconciliation Committee will conduct its proceedings in an informal manner and the strict
rules of evidence shall not apply. The Committee has the power but is not required hereunder to hold hearings, to
compel testimony under oath, to subpoena witnesses, and to compel the production of documents. In each case,
the Agricultural Reconciliation Committee shall issue orders settling or otherwise resolving controversy arising
out of agricultural operations, including but not limited to the invasion of property and personal rights by
agricultural operations conducted on agricultural land.
(4)
Orders of the Agricultural Reconciliation Committee shall be binding on the parties as a matter of law, but their
enforcement shall be suspended by operation of law if, within 30 days of the date of the Committee's judgment,
a party appeals such order to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County.
(CB-6-2012; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 30-103.03. - Right to farm notice and real estate transfer disclosure.
(a)
Upon any transfer of real property in the R-O-S, AG, AR, RE, and/or RR zones, the transferor (seller) shall
provide a statement advising the buyer of the existence of this law which shall be in substantially the following
wording:
PROXIMITY TO AGRICULTURAL AND/OR FORESTRY OPERATIONS: Buyer(s) acknowledge that the
property offered for sale is in the vicinity of property that is, or may be used, for agricultural or forestry
operations. As such, the Property may be subject to activity including, but not limited to, noise, odor, fumes,
insects, dust, chemical application and the operation of machinery at various times. Prince George's County has
adopted a right to farm ordinance stipulating that inconveniences or discomforts associated with the
agricultural/forestry operation shall not be considered an interference with reasonable use and enjoyment of
other properties in the vicinity, if such operations are conducted in accordance with generally accepted
agricultural and forestry management practices, as referenced in Prince George's County Code, Section 30-102.
The County has established an Agricultural Reconciliation Committee to assist in the resolution of disputes that
may arise with regard to agricultural or forestry operations when such operations are not conducted in
accordance with generally accepted agricultural or forestry management practices. For further information refer
to Prince George's County Code, Subtitle 30, Division 1, and/or contact the Director, Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(CB-6-2012; CB-27-2014; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 30-103.04. - Existing liabilities and statutory construction.
(a)
Except to the extent specifically provided herein, this law shall not discharge, impair or release any contract,
obligation, duty, liability or penalty whatever existing on the date of its enactment.
(b)
This law is not intended to and shall not be construed as in any way modifying or abridging local, state, or
federal laws, including but not limited to laws relating to health, safety, trespass onto agricultural property,
zoning and licensing requirements.
(CB-6-2012)
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DIVISION 2. - AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION.
Sec. 30-104. - Agricultural Preservation Districts and Protection of Normal Agricultural Activities.
(a)
In accord with Agricultural Article Sections 2-501 through 2-515 of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
Agricultural Preservation Districts may be established in Prince George's County. In order to protect normal
agricultural activities, the following provisions shall apply to all such districts within Prince George's County:
(1)
Agricultural activities are permitted, consistent with provisions of the County Zoning Ordinance;
(2)
The operation of machinery used in farm production or the primary processing of agricultural products is
permitted at any reasonable time;
(3)
Agricultural activities carried on in accordance with good husbandry practices, which do not cause bodily injury
or directly endanger human health, are preferred activities, notwithstanding the incidental production of noise,
odor, or dust;
(4)
The sale of farm products produced on the farm where the sales are made is permitted, consistent with the
provisions of the County Zoning Ordinance;
(5)
All land within an Agricultural Preservation District shall be eligible for property tax incentives as may be
enacted by the County Council from time to time.
(CB-65-1983; CB-80-1984)
Sec. 30-105. - Official Maps.
Official maps of Agricultural Preservation Districts and easements purchased by the Maryland Agricultural Land
Preservation Foundation shall be maintained by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
at the County Administration Building, Upper Marlboro, Maryland, and shall be revised from time to time to
reflect the establishment, alteration, and abolition of Agricultural Preservation District boundaries. The official
maps shall be made current as of June 30 of each year and shall be prepared on a reproducible base at the same
scale as the Department of Assessment and Taxation tax maps or at a more readable, but uniform, scale if
available and regularly maintained by the agency.
(CB-65-1983; CB-80-1984)
Sec. 30-106. - Establishment of Districts.
(a)
In accord with the Agriculture Article, Sections 2-501 through 2-515, and with Maryland Regulations 15.17.01,
Agricultural Preservation District establishment shall be accomplished by this ordinance, only upon formal
notification to the Prince George's County Council by the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation.
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Such notification shall include a copy of the Agricultural Preservation District Agreement signed by all parties
and as recorded among the land records of Prince George's County.
(b)
All such District Agreements together with property descriptions shall be maintained in an official file and be
available from the Clerk of the Council, County Administration Building, Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 20772.
Duplicate information, as necessary to respond to inquiries related to established Agricultural Preservation
Districts and easements which have been purchased, shall be maintained by the Planning Department of the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
(CB-65-1983; CB-80-1984)
Editor's note— CR-2-1992 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation
approve the petition of John M. Walton, Sr. filed on September 4, 1991 to establish an agricultural preservation
district for approximately 107 acres of land on the south side of Woodyard Road.
CR-12-1996 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
John M. Walton, Sr. to establish an agricultural preservation district for approximately 107 acres of land on the
south side of Woodyard Road.
CR-28-2002 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
John P. and Donna L. Denison filed on March 13, 2002 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 123 acres of land on the south side of Accokeek Road.
CR-39-2004 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
John P. and Donna L. Denison filed on March 4, 2004 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 132 acres of land on the south side of Accokeek Road.
CR-40-2004 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
The Richardson Family Limited Partnership filed on May 21, 2004 to establish an agricultural preservation
district for approximately 313 acres of land on the south side of Aquasco Farm Road.
CR-43-2006 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Hedy Pirner filed on April 18, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation district for approximately 109 acres
of land on the north side of Horsehead Road.
CR-44-2006 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition
Hedy Pirner filed on April 18, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation district for approximately 85 acres
of land on the south side of Horsehead Road.
CR-45-2006 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Cheltenham Property LLC and Charles Hayden filed on May 9, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation
district for approximately 88 acres of land at 12100 Cherry Tree Crossing Road.
CR-17-2007 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
John and Carmen Buchheister filed on August 23, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 55 acres of land (Map 148, Parcel 48) at 16199 Tanyard Road.
CR-18-2007 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Peter Buchheister filed on June 21, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation district for approximately 55
acres of land (Map 148, Parcel 65) at 15999 Tanyard Road.
CR-19-2007 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Thomas Maslin and Cheryl Swing filed on November 17, 2006 to establish an agricultural preservation district
for approximately 23 acres of land (Map 148, Parcel 22) at 16351 Tanyard Road.
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CR-62-2007 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
David and Cynthia Brooks filed on January 5, 2007 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 52.581 acres of land (Map 158/Grid F2/Parcel 6) located at 15200 River Airport Road.
CR-63-2007 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
B. Leo and Hattie Maenner filed on January 9, 2007 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 57.4277 acres of land (Map 56/GridB3/Parcel 25) located at 17710 Mill Branch Place.
CR-19-2008 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
John Whitson Rogers and Joseph Sheppard Rogers filed on July 20, 2007 to establish an agricultural
preservation district for approximately 106.8498 acres of land (Tax Map 85/Grid F1/Parcel 77) located at 17311
Swanson Road.
CR-20-2008 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Arthur and Roswitha Leitch filed on July 27, 2007 to establish an agricultural preservation district for
approximately 64.83 acres of land (Tax Map 174/Grid F1/Parcel 35) located at 17220 Aquasco Farm Road.
CR-21-2008 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Teresa Antonioli, Paul Antonioli and Vincent Antonioli filed on October 30, 2007 to establish an agricultural
preservation district for approximately 106.0215 acres of land (Tax Map 182/Grid F3/Parcel 35) located at
23620 Neck Road.
CR-31-2008 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
William D. and Catherine L. DeVaughn filed on November 25, 2007 to establish an agricultural preservation
district for approximately 112.9720 acres of land (Tax Map 129/Grid B4/Parcel 14) located at 15601 St. Thomas
Church Road.
CR-33-2009 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Victor M. Kazanjian, on behalf of K B Accokeek Land, LLC filed on April 15, 2009 to establish an agricultural
preservation district for approximately 123.55 acres of land (Tax Map 163/Grid B1/Parcel 8/Tax Account 050308015 and Tax Map 163/Grid B1/Parcel 8/Tax Account 05-0308007) located at 3539 Accokeek Road,
Accokeek, Maryland.
CR-34-2009 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Sidney L. Tucker, Michele Ann Tucker and John L. Tucker, Jr. filed on December 6, 2008 to establish an
agricultural preservation district for approximately 164.6774 acres of land (Tax Map 137/Grid E1/Parcel 55/Tax
Account 04-0264507 and Tax Map 138/Grid A2/Parcel 1/Tax Account 04-0264499) located at 11900 Croom
Road in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
CR-58-2009 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the petition of
Richard H. and Peggy B. Dobson filed on November 21, 2008 to establish an agricultural preservation district
for approximately 174.9182 acres of land (Tax Map 78/Grid B3/Parcel 13/Tax Account 07-0718882 located at
17500 Clagett Landing Road in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
CR-3-2011 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the application
of Daniel A. and Carol G. Donohue dated on August 23, 2010 to permanently preserve approximately 20.0 acres
(Tax Map 160/GridE2/Parcel 6/Tax Account 05-0309427) located at 16505 Old Marshall Hall Road in
Accokeek, Maryland.
CR-4-2011 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the application
of the Estate of Francis Moore James Donohue to permanently preserve approximately 147.94 acres (Tax Map
160/GridE2/Parcel 46/Tax Account 05-0309443) located at 16501 Old Marshall Hall Road in Accokeek,
Maryland.
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CR-61-2012 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the
application of Garner Farms, to preserve approximately 205 acres located at 11407 Groom Road in Upper
Marlboro, Maryland.
CR-62-2012 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the
application of Michael and Linda Mersch and Larry and Patricia Richards to preserve approximately 57.06 acres
located at 17020 River Airport Road in Brandywine, Maryland.
CR-5-2013 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the application
of Viola Lee to preserve approximately 110.48 acres located at 17708 Magruders Ferry Road in Brandywine,
Maryland.
CR-72-2018 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the
application of Meloy Family Real Estate Partnership to preserve 255 acres located at 6107 Green Landing Road
in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
CR-73-2018 recommended that the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation approve the
application of Carol D. and John A. Flewelling, Jr. to preserve approximately 85.38 acres located at 18807
Aquasco Road in Brandywine, Maryland.
Sec. 30-107. - Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board; composition; terms; officers.
(a)
The County Executive shall appoint an Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board in accordance with the
provisions of the Agricultural Article, Title 2, Subtitle 5, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(b)
There shall be five members, at least three of whom shall be owner-operators of commercial farms who earn
fifty percent (50%) or more of their income from farming. The term of office for each member shall be five
years. No member shall serve more than two consecutive full terms. Appointments to fill a vacancy shall be for
the remainder of the unexpired term. The terms of the initial appointments shall be staggered with one member
appointed to a three-year term, two members appointed to four-year terms, and two members appointed to fiveyear terms.
(c)
The Board members shall elect annually from their own membership a chairman and such other officers as it
deems necessary.
(d)
The duties of the Board shall be as provided in State law.
(CB-19-1999)
DIVISION 3. - PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS.
Sec. 30-301. - Short Title.
This Section shall be known and may be cited as the "purchase of development rights ("PDR") program."
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-302. - Introduction.
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As a result of the recommendations of Commission 2000, it is the policy of the County to restrict growth in the
Rural and Agricultural Areas, to provide regulatory incentives to restrict the development of certain lands in
perpetuity and to preserve sensitive natural resources. The County Council recognizes both the need and the
public value of protecting farm and forest lands, ecologically fragile watershed and flood plains, as well as the
more general need to protect scenic vistas and view sheds enjoyed by the citizens and residents of the County.
(CB-47-2006; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 30-303. - Purposes.
The regulations in this Division are established for the following purposes:
(a)
Implement the policies of the Prince George's County General Plan and the Green Infrastructure Plan relating to
the Rural and Agricultural Areas;
(b)
Preserve ecologically fragile and aesthetically valuable environments of the County, including streams, stream
valleys, flood plains, wetlands, groundwater, steep slopes, woodlands, habitats, scenic vistas and scenic
corridors;
(c)
Retain agricultural land and augment other local and state programs certified in accordance with the Code of
Maryland Regulations for the preservation of agricultural land;
(d)
Maintain rural character;
(e)
Limit non-agricultural uses;
(f)
Conserve and protect biodiversity, wildlife and aquatic habitat; and
(g)
Promote tourism through the preservation of scenic resources.
(CB-47-2006; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 30-304. - Applicability.
The PDR program shall be available to all land zoned AG, AR, RE, and RR in the Rural and Agricultural Areas.
Any conservation easement acquired under the PDR program shall be voluntarily offered by the landowner.
(CB-47-2006; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 30-305. - Definitions.
(a)
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The following definitions shall apply to the interpretation and implementation of the PDR program:
(1)
Board. The term Board shall mean the Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board as defined in Section 3-107 of
the Prince George's County Code.
(2)
Conservation Easement. The term "conservation easement" shall be defined as a non-possessory interest
encumbering a qualifying property, whether the easement is appurtenant or in gross, and conveyed by a
landowner in connection with the PDR program for the purpose of restricting the development potential on the
property in perpetuity.
(3)
Department. The term "department" means the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(4)
Parcel. The term "parcel" means a lot or acreage parcel, lawfully recorded among the Land Records of the
County.
(5)
Program Administrator. The term "program administrator" means the District Manager of Prince George's Soil
Conservation District or his designee.
(b)
Construction. A conservation easement may encumber one (1) or more parcels or portions; therefore, for the
purposes of the PDR program the term "parcel" shall include all of the property described in the legal description
attached to the conservation easement and recorded among the Land Records of the County.
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-306. - Administration.
(a)
The Program Administrator shall administer the daily activities of the County's PDR program.
(b)
Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall function as the central clearing house for all PDR related
activities and shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
Promulgation of program regulations and procedures for the proper administration and implementation of the
PDR program subject to County Council approval.
(2)
Promote the PDR program by providing educational materials to the public and conducting informational
meetings.
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(3)
Investigate and pursue additional public and private resources to fund the program and maximize private
participation.
(4)
Evaluate all applications to determine their eligibility and ranking score, rank applications and include the
ranking in the recommendations to the Board.
(5)
Prepare a report on the development potential for each parcel subject to an application from a development
certification provided by the Department of Planning and include a summary in the recommendations to the
Board.
(6)
Coordinate the preparation of appraisals to be included in the recommendations to the Board.
(7)
Provide the staff support, report and recommendation to the Board for each application.
(8)
Monitor conservation easements purchased to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of each
easement.
(c)
The Board shall have the following powers and duties:
(1)
The Board shall review the report and recommendation for each application provided by the Program
Administrator and determine which easements should be purchased.
(2)
Periodically review the program regulations and procedures and make recommendations to the Program
Administrator and the County Council of any changes needed to maintain the program's consistency with the
Prince George's County General Plan and the Green Infrastructure Plan relating to the Rural and Agricultural
Areas.
(CB-47-2006; CB-99-2021)
Editor's note— The program regulations were adopted in CR-82-2006, Exhibit 1.
Sec. 30-307. - Eligibility Criteria.
(a)
A parcel must meet the following criteria to be eligible to participate in the program: the parcel must be zoned
AG, AR, RE, or RR and located in the Rural and Agricultural Areas; privately owned; the parcel shall be
capable of being further developed; include a minimum of thirty-five (35) acres with no more than one (1)
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single-family dwelling, or include a minimum of twenty (20) acres with no more than one (1) single-family
dwelling and be contiguous to property held as a public park or preserve or property otherwise permanently
protected from development by easement or otherwise; notwithstanding the forgoing criteria, a property may be
deemed eligible by the County Council upon a determination that the property has sensitive natural resources
and there is an important public value of protecting the property for the citizens and residents of the County.
(b)
Portions of parcels shall not be eligible to participate in the program if the development rights have been
extinguished by the donation or sale of an easement to any other party that specifically protects woodlands for
another purpose including but not limited to approved TCPs for other development, deed restrictions, and
declarations of covenants for woodland conservation banking.
(CB-47-2006; CB-29-2010; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 30-308. - Ranking Criteria.
In order to effectuate the purposes of the PDR program, parcels for which conservation applications have been
received shall be ranked according to criteria and the point values established in the regulations. The criteria
shall include the size of the parcel; natural, cultural and scenic resources; development pressures; proximity to
other preserved land; soils; family farm and deferral from a prior funding cycle as a result of insufficient
funding.
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-309. - Easement terms and conditions.
(a)
Each conservation easement shall be in a form approved by the County Attorney, and shall contain, at a
minimum, the following provisions:
(1)
Restriction on division. The parcel shall be restricted from any further division except as may provided in the
program regulations.
(2)
No buy-back option. The owner shall not have the right to re-acquire the development potential extinguished by
the easement.
(3)
Agricultural uses. Agricultural uses shall be permitted on a parcel subject to a conservation easement.
(4)
Prohibited uses. Industrial or non-agricultural commercial uses shall not be permitted on a parcel encumbered by
a conservation easement.
(5)
Designation of Easement Holders. The County shall be the easement holder of each easement.
(b)
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The easements shall be recorded in the Land Records of the County and a copy of the recorded easement shall
be forwarded to the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(CB-47-2006; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 30-310. - Offer to Purchase.
(a)
The Board shall make offers to purchase easements based on the ranking and recommendations of the Program
Administrator and the offer shall include one (1) of the following payment options:
(1)
Lump sum payment for acquisition of the easement; or
(2)
Installment purchase by a multi-year agreement.
(b)
If funding is insufficient during a program year to purchase easements from all of the applicants, the Board may
recommend that some or all of the remaining applications be considered for acquisition in the next program year.
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-311. - Enforcement/Penalties.
(a)
Inspection. The Program Administrator or his designee shall have the right, upon prior written notice to the
landowner, to enter upon the land subject to a conservation easement annually to inspect for compliance with the
terms and conditions of the conservation easement.
(b)
Damages. The County shall be responsible for enforcing the conservation easement and may seek damages up to
twenty-five percent (25 %) of the value of the easement if the landowner engages in practices or activities on the
parcel which are inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the conservation easement.
(c)
Injunction. In addition to other remedies available, the County may seek an injunction to halt the practices or
activities which violate the terms and conditions of the easement.
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-312. - Rights of landowner.
(a)
General. The landowner retains all of the rights of a fee simple owner, except for the development rights, which
shall be extinguished by the conservation easement pursuant to this Subtitle. The conservation easement does
not grant the public any rights of access or rights to use the land whatsoever.
(b)
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Limited Number of Dwellings. This Subsection applies to parcels of fifty (50) acres or more. A landowner shall
be entitled to create one (1) additional dwelling in connection with an intra-family transfer per twenty-five (25)
acres pursuant to requirements of the program regulations.
(CB-47-2006)
Sec. 30-313. - Program Funding.
The PDR program shall be funded annually by the County Council, upon advice of the County Executive, or by
special appropriation. The County shall seek funding from Federal, State and private sources to implement the
purposes of the PDR program.
(CB-47-2006)
SUBTITLE 31. - PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY SUPPLEMENTAL HIGHER EDUCATION LOAN
AUTHORITY.
Sec. 31-101. - General.
(a)
The General Assembly makes the following findings:
(1)
For the benefit of the people of Prince George's County, the conduct and increase of their commerce, the
protection and enhancement of their welfare, the development of continued prosperity, and the improvement of
their health and living conditions, it is essential that this and future generations of youth be given the fullest
opportunity to learn and to develop their intellectual and mental capacities and skills;
(2)
To achieve these ends it is of the utmost importance that residents of Prince George's County who are students
attending institutions of higher education have reasonable financial alternatives to enhance their access to such
institutions;
(3)
Reasonable financial access to institutions of higher education will assist such youth in achieving the optimum
levels of learning and development of their intellectual and mental capacities and skills;
(4)
There exists a serious problem in Prince George's County and in this State regarding the ability of students to
obtain financing for the cost of education beyond the high school level;
(5)
Escalating costs of securing such an education have contributed to the difficulties faced by students in
attempting to finance an education;
(6)
Without the public action authorized by this Subtitle, many students who are residents of Prince George's
County will be forced to postpone or abandon plans for obtaining additional education;
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(7)
It is in the interests and welfare of the citizens of Prince George's County and the State to provide a means for
assisting students to continue their education;
(8)
Without the public action authorized by this Subtitle, the inability to obtain educational financing will result in
declining enrollments of residents of Prince George's County at institutions of higher education;
(9)
It is necessary to authorize Prince George's County to create a Supplemental Higher Education Loan Authority
to encourage the investment of private capital to provide funds for the financing of student loans; and
(10)
The making of loans, as provided herein, to lending institutions will further the purposes of this Subtitle.
(b)
The General Assembly declares its legislative purpose to authorize Prince George's County:
(1)
To provide a measure of assistance and an alternative method to enable students attending institutions of higher
education who are residents of Prince George's County and the families of such students appropriately and
prudently to finance the cost or a portion of the cost of such higher education;
(2)
To supplement Federal guaranteed higher education loan programs, other student loan programs, and grant or
scholarship programs to provide the needed additional options for the financing of such students' higher
education in execution of the public policy recited herein; and
(3)
To authorize the establishment of the authority for the benefit of the people of Prince George's County and the
State, for the improvement of their education, health, and welfare, and for the promotion of the economy.
(c)
The Authority will be performing an essential governmental function in the exercise of the powers and duties set
forth in this Subtitle, and this Subtitle shall be construed liberally to effect its purposes.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-102. - Definitions.
(a)
Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, in this Subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Authority means "Prince George's County Supplemental Higher Education Loan Authority."
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(2)
Authority Loans means loans by the Authority to borrowers or to lending institutions for the purpose of funding
education loans.
(3)
Bond resolution means the resolution or resolutions of the Authority and the indenture or trust agreement, if any,
authorizing the issuance of and providing for the terms and conditions applicable to bonds.
(4)
Bonds means bonds, notes, or other evidences of obligation of the Authority issued under this Subtitle,
including, without limitation, bond or revenue anticipation notes, notes in the nature of commercial paper, and
refunding bonds.
(5)
Borrower means any person executing an education loan as an obligor thereunder.
(6)
Council means the County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(7)
County means the body politic and corporate of the State of Maryland known as Prince George's County,
Maryland.
(8)
County Executive means the chief elected executive official of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(9)
Cost of Attendance means the tuition and fees applicable to a student, together with the participating institution's
estimate of other expenses reasonably related to cost of attendance at that institution including, without
limitation, the cost of room and board, transportation, and books and supplies.
(10)
Default Insurance means insurance insuring education loans, Authority loans, or bonds against default.
(11)
Default Reserve Fund means a fund established under a bond resolution for the purpose of securing education
loans, Authority loans, or bonds.
(12)
Education Loan means a loan which is made by the Authority or by a lending institution to a borrower in an
amount not in excess of the maximum amount specified by the Authority to finance a part or all of a student's
cost of attendance at a participating institution.
(13)
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Education Loan Series Portfolio means all education loans made by a specific lending institution which are
funded from the proceeds of an Authority loan to the lending institution out of the proceeds of a related specific
bond issue through the Authority.
(14)
Institution means any public or private profit or nonprofit educational institution which provides a program of
education beyond the high school level, and:
(A)
Admits as regular students only individuals having a certificate of graduation from high school or the recognized
equivalent of a high school graduation certificate;
(B)
Provides an educational program for which it awards a Bachelor's Degree, or provides an educational program,
admission into which is conditioned upon the prior attainment of a Bachelor's Degree or its equivalent, for which
it awards a postgraduate degree, or provides not less than a two-year program which is acceptable for full credit
toward such a degree, or offers not less than a two-year program in engineering, mathematics, or the physical or
biological sciences which is designed to prepare the student to work as a technician and at a semiprofessional
level in engineering, scientific, or other technological fields which require the understanding and application of
basic engineering, scientific, or mathematical principles or knowledge;
(C)
Is accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency or association or, if not so accredited, is an
institution whose credits are accepted, on transfer, by not less than three (3) institutions which are so accredited;
(D)
Does not discriminate in the admission of students on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex, or national
origin; and
(E)
Has a governing board, or its delegated institutional officials, which possesses final authority in all matters of
local control, including educational policy, choice of personnel, determination of program, and financial
management.
(15)
Institution affiliate means any corporation, partnership, joint venture, association, business trust, or similar entity
organized under the laws of the United States or any state thereof or under the laws of the District of Columbia
that directly or indirectly is controlled by, or is under common control by the same person or entity as, any
institution or group of institutions or any other institution affiliate. For purposes of this definition, control means
with respect to:
(A)
A corporation having stock, ownership, directly or indirectly, of more than fifty percent (50%) of the securities
(as defined in Section 2(1) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended) of any class or classes, the holders of
which are ordinarily, in the absence of contingencies, entitled to elect a majority of the members of the Board of
Directors or other governing body of such corporation;
(B)
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A not for profit corporation not having stock, having the power to elect or appoint, directly or indirectly, a
majority of the Board of Directors, trustees, or other governing body of such corporation; or
(C)
Any other entity, the power to direct the management of such entity through the ownership of at least a majority
of its voting securities or the right to designate or elect a majority of the members of the Board of Directors or
other governing body.
(16)
Lending Institution means:
(A)
An institution that is located within the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area and that has been designated by the
Authority to be the recipient of an Authority loan;
(B)
An institution that is located outside of the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area that has or reasonably can be
expected to have, if designated as a lending institution by the Authority, a substantial number of residents of the
County as full-time students and that has been designated by the Authority to be the recipient of any Authority
loan; or
(C)
An institution affiliate controlled by an institution or institutions located within the Washington, D.C.
Metropolitan Area or an institution or institutions that has or in the aggregate have, or reasonably can be
expected to have, if the institution affiliate controlled by such institution or institutions is designated as a lending
institution, a substantial number of residents of the County as full-time students and that has been designated by
the Authority to be the recipient of an Authority loan.
(17)
Loan Funding Deposit means moneys or other property deposited by a lending institution or a participating
institution with the Authority or a trustee, in amounts the Authority determines necessary as a condition for an
institution's participation in the Authority's programs to:
(A)
Provide security for bonds;
(B)
Fund a default reserve fund;
(C)
Acquire default insurance; and
(D)
Defray costs of the Authority.
(18)
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Participating Institution means an institution designated by the Authority at which a student's cost of attendance
may be paid in whole or in part from the proceeds of an education loan.
(19)
Person means and includes natural persons, firms, associations, corporations, business trusts, partnerships, and
public bodies.
(20)
State means the State of Maryland, the Governor of the State of Maryland, and any department of or corporation,
agency, or instrumentality heretofore or hereafter created, designated, or established by the State of Maryland.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-103. - Authority to be established by County.
(a)
Prince George's County is hereby authorized to create a body corporate and politic to be known as the "Prince
George's County Supplemental Higher Education Loan Authority" which shall be authorized to exercise any or
all of the powers set forth in this Subtitle within the limitations and upon the terms and conditions herein set
forth only upon the enactment by the County Council, the approval by the County Executive, and the taking
effect of an ordinance that creates the Authority and irrevocably approves the exercise by the Authority of all
powers set forth in this Subtitle within the limitations and upon the terms and conditions herein set forth.
(b)
Upon the creation of the Authority as authorized in Subsection (a) of this Section, the Authority shall constitute
a public instrumentality of Prince George's County, and the exercise by the Authority of the powers set forth in
this Subtitle is the performance of an essential public function.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-104. - Members of Authority.
(a)
The Prince George's County Supplemental Higher Education Loan Authority shall consist of five (5) members
appointed by the County Executive subject to the confirmation of the Council.
(b)
(1)
Each member shall be a resident of the County.
(2)
The members of the Authority shall be persons of ability, experience, and integrity and shall not be selected as
representing or supporting any special interest or interests.
(c)
(1)
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The members of the Authority first appointed shall serve for terms expiring on June 30, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990,
and 1991, respectively, and until a successor is appointed and qualifies. On the expiration of the term of any
member, a successor shall be appointed for a term of five (5) years and until a successor is appointed and
qualifies.
(2)
The County Executive shall appoint a qualified person to fill any vacancy, subject to the confirmation of the
Council.
(3)
A member appointed to fill a vacancy in an unexpired term shall serve only for the remainder of that term and
until a successor is appointed and qualifies.
(4)
A member of the Authority may be removed by the County Executive for misfeasance, malfeasance or willful
neglect of duty or other cause after notice, and with the approval of the Council.
(d)
(1)
Each year the Authority shall elect from among its members:
(A)
A Chair;
(B)
A Vice-Chair; and
(C)
Any other officers it requires.
(2)
(A)
The members of the Authority may not be compensated for their services, but may be reimbursed for actual
expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties; and
(B)
The members of the Authority shall be governed by the provisions of the Maryland Public Ethics Law and shall
be required to file annual financial disclosure statements.
(3)
Each member of the Authority, before entering upon his duties, shall take a Constitutional Oath of Office before
the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Prince George's County, the Council, or someone authorized by law to
administer oaths, and a record of each such oath shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince
George's County.
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(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-105. - Staff; procedures; bond issuance.
(a)
(1)
The Authority may appoint an Executive Director and Counsel, and any other officers, none of whom may be
members of the Authority.
(2)
The Executive Director shall:
(A)
Serve at the pleasure of the Authority; and
(B)
Receive compensation as fixed by the Authority.
(3)
The Executive Director or other person designated by resolution of the Authority:
(A)
Shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Authority;
(B)
Shall be custodian of all books, documents, and papers filed with the Authority, the minute book or journal of
the Authority, and its official seal; and
(C)
May cause copies to be made of all minutes and other record and documents of the Authority and may give
certificates under the official seal of the Authority to the effect that the copies are true copies, and all persons
dealing with the Authority may rely upon the certificates.
(b)
(1)
Three members of the Authority shall constitute a quorum.
(2)
The affirmative vote of a majority of the members present shall be necessary for any action taken by the
Authority.
(c)
(1)
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A vacancy in the membership of the Authority may not impair the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and
perform all the duties of the Authority.
(2)
Any action taken by the Authority under this Subtitle may be authorized by resolution at any regular or special
meeting and may take effect immediately and need not be published.
(d)
(1)
The Authority may issue bonds for the purpose of making Authority loans or education loans.
(2)
Bonds issued under this Section shall be obligations of the Prince George's County Supplemental Higher
Education Loan Authority only and not of the State or of the County.
(3)
The bonds authorized to be issued under this Subtitle may be issued without an election referendum or any other
proceedings or the happening of any other conditions or things other than those proceedings, conditions, or
things which are specified and required by this Subtitle.
(e)
(1)
Bonds issued under this Subtitle shall state on the face of each bond that they represent and constitute an
obligation of the Authority only, and do not constitute either a debt of the State of Maryland or of any political
subdivision thereof, including the County, within the meaning of the provisions of the Constitution or laws of the
State or the Charter of the County, or a pledge of the faith and credit of the State of Maryland or of any political
subdivision thereof, including the County.
(2)
The bonds may not grant to the owners or holders any right to have the Authority or the General Assembly or
the Council levy any taxes or appropriate any funds for the payment of principal or interest.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-106. - Authority powers and duties; penalty for false statements.
(a)
(1)
In addition to any other powers granted or duties imposed upon it, the Authority shall:
(A)
Coordinate activities and consult with the Maryland Higher Education Supplemental Loan Authority; and
(B)
Have the powers and duties set forth in this Section.
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(2)
In consultation with the Maryland Higher Education Supplemental Loan Authority, the Authority may adopt any
rule or regulation necessary to carry out its powers and duties.
(3)
The Authority may delegate to one or more of its members, or to one or more of its officers, agents and
employees, such powers and duties as it may deem proper.
(b)
The Authority may:
(1)
Adopt an official seal;
(2)
Maintain an office at the place or places it may designate;
(3)
Participate in legal proceedings in the name of the Authority; and
(4)
Sue and be sued in its own name, plead and be impleaded.
(c)
The Authority may establish criteria for and guidelines encompassing the types of and qualifications for
education loan financing programs which shall include the criteria for determining whether an educational
institution qualifies as an "institution" within the meaning of this Subtitle, whether an institution is located
within the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area, whether an institution or group of institutions has or reasonably
can be expected to have, if approved for participation in a program of the Authority, a substantial number of
residents of the County as full-time students, and those eligibility standards for borrowers that the Authority
determines may be necessary or desirable to effectuate the purposes of this Subtitle and which shall include
provisions that each student have a certificate of admission or enrollment at a participating institution, that each
student be a resident of Prince George's County, that each borrower satisfy the financial qualifications that the
Authority establishes and that each student and each borrower submit to the participating institution information
that may be required by the Authority. In establishing criteria for the determination of County residency the
Authority may utilize the criteria established by the University of Maryland for the determination of residency,
as applicable, or may establish such other or additional criteria as are consistent with law.
(d)
The Authority may contract with financial institutions and other organizations determined by the Authority to be
qualified to provide loan origination and servicing services to provide assistance in prequalifying borrowers for
education loans and for servicing and administering education loans and any lending institution's loan series
portfolio. Any education loan fee may include a portion to cover the cost of any servicing organization's
assistance prorated on a basis deemed fair by the Authority.
(e)
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To insure the marketability of its bonds and the adequacy of the security for the payment of the principal of and
interest on its bonds, the Authority may consult with the Maryland Higher Education Supplemental Loan
Authority to establish criteria governing:
(1)
The eligibility of any institution to participate in its program as a participating institution or lending institution;
(2)
The eligibility of any institution affiliate to participate in its program as a lending institution;
(3)
The eligibility of students to participate in its program;
(4)
The making of Authority loans and education loans;
(5)
Provisions for default;
(6)
The establishment of default reserve funds;
(7)
The purchase of default insurance; and
(8)
Provisions for the establishment of prudent debt service reserves and for the furnishing by lending institutions or
participating institutions of such additional guarantees of or other security for education loans, Authority loans,
or the Authority's bonds.
(f)
(1)
The Authority may establish limitations on the principal amounts and the terms of education loans, criteria
regarding the qualifications and characteristics of borrowers, and procedures for allocating Authority loans and
education loans among participating institutions and lending institutions.
(2)
Any person who knowingly and willfully falsifies or conceals a material fact in connection with an application
for funds from the Authority is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(3)
Each applicant for funds from the Authority shall receive notice from the Authority of the conduct that
constitutes a violation of this Section prior to the awarding of any loan.
(4)
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A person convicted under this Section is subject to a fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or
imprisonment for not more than one (1) year, or both.
(g)
The Authority may:
(1)
Issue bonds for any of its corporate purposes and borrow funds as working capital for its operations;
(2)
Fix, revise, charge and collect rates, fees and charges for the services furnished or to be furnished by the
Authority and contract with any person, including financial institutions, loan originators, servicers,
administrators, issuers of letters of credit, and insurers;
(3)
Employ consultants, attorneys, accountants, financial experts, loan processors, bankers, managers, and other
employees and agents as may be necessary in its judgment, and fix their compensation;
(4)
Establish regulations, criteria or guidelines with respect to Authority loans, education loans and education loans
series portfolios;
(5)
Receive and accept from any source and in any form, loans, appropriations, contributions, gifts, or grants for or
in aid of any Authority purpose or education loan financing program and, when required, use the funds, property
or labor only for the purpose for which it was provided;
(6)
Make Authority loans to lending institutions and require that the proceeds of the loans be used for making
education loans and paying related loan costs and fees;
(7)
Make education loans to borrowers and require that the proceeds of the loans be used for the payment of the cost
of attendance at a participating institution;
(8)
Charge to and apportion among borrowers, lending institutions and participating institutions its administrative
and operating costs and expenses incurred in the exercise of its powers and duties; and
(9)
Do all acts and things necessary or convenient to carry out its corporate purposes and in such manner and upon
such procedures as the Authority may in its discretion from time to time determine or prescribe.
(h)

3614/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Notwithstanding any other provision contained in this Subtitle, the Authority may commingle and pledge as
security for a series or issue of bonds:
(1)
The education loans to be made from the proceeds of such issue, including the education loan series portfolios
and some or all future education loan series portfolios of the lending institutions; and
(2)
The loan funding deposits of lending institutions or participating institutions if education loan series portfolios
and other security and moneys set aside in any fund or funds pledged for any series or issue of bonds are held for
the sole benefit of the series or issue separate and apart from education loan series portfolios and other security
and moneys pledged for any other series or issue of bonds of the Authority.
(i)
The Authority may:
(1)
Examine records and financial reports of participating institutions and lending institutions; and
(2)
Examine records and financial reports of any contractor organization or institution retained by the Authority.
(j)
The Authority shall require that:
(1)
Authority loans to lending institutions be used solely to make education loans;
(2)
Participating institutions require each borrower under an education loan use the proceeds solely for the cost of
attendance; and
(3)
Each borrower certify that proceeds shall be used solely for the cost of attendance.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Editor's note— The penalty for a conviction under this Section was enacted by the General Assembly of
Maryland.
Sec. 31-107. - Deposit guidelines.
(a)
(1)
The Authority may establish guidelines relating to:
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(A)
The deposits of certain moneys, endowments, or properties by participating institutions or lending institutions so
as to provide reasonable security for education loans funding programs, Authority loans, education loans, or for
bonds; and
(B)
Guarantees of or contracts to purchase education loans or bonds by lending institutions, participating institutions
or by financial institutions or others.
(2)
A default reserve fund may be established for any series or issue of bonds.
(b)
(1)
The Authority may receive moneys, endowments, properties, and guarantees as it determines appropriate and, if
necessary, take title in the name of the Authority or in the name of a lending institution, a participating
institution, or a trustee.
(2)
When the principal of and interest on bonds of the Authority issued to finance the cost of any education loan
refinancing program or programs, including any refunding bonds issued to refund or refinance any bonds, have
been fully paid and retired or when adequate provision has been made to fully pay and retire the bonds, and all
other conditions of the bond resolution authorizing the bonds have been satisfied and the lien created by the
bond resolution has been released in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the Authority shall promptly
do the things and execute the deeds and conveyances necessary and required to convey any remaining moneys,
properties and other assets comprising loan funding deposits to the lending institutions and the participating
institutions in proportion to the amounts furnished by the respective institutions.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-108. - Authority bonds.
(a)
(1)
The Authority may at any time and from time to time issue bonds for any corporate purpose.
(2)
The bonds of each issue shall be payable solely out of revenues of the Authority, including, without limitation:
(A)
Principal and interest on Authority loans and education loans;
(B)
Payments by lending institutions, participating institutions, banks, insurance companies or others pursuant to
letters of credit or purchase agreements;
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(C)
Investment earnings from funds or accounts maintained pursuant to a bond resolution or trust agreement;
(D)
Insurance proceeds;
(E)
Loan funding deposits;
(F)
Proceeds of sales of education loans;
(G)
Proceeds of refunding bonds; and
(H)
Other fees, charges or revenues of the Authority.
(3)
Bonds shall be authorized by a bond resolution of the Authority and shall:
(A)
Bear the date or dates, and mature at a time or times whether as serial bonds or as term bonds or both, not
exceeding the year following the last year in which the final payment is due on any education loan made from
the proceeds of such bonds, or thirty (30) years from their respective dates of issue, whichever is sooner;
(B)
Bear interest at a rate or rates determined by the Authority;
(C)
Be payable at a time or times, in the denominations and form, either coupon or registered or both, and carry the
registration and privileges as to conversion and for the replacement of mutilated, lost, or destroyed bonds as the
Authority may establish;
(D)
Be deemed a "security" within the meaning of Section 8-102 of the Commercial Law Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, whether or not it is either one of a class or series or by its terms is divisible into a class or
series of instruments and negotiable for all purposes notwithstanding payment from a limited source,
notwithstanding any other law;
(E)
Be payable in lawful money of the United States or in checks designated in such lawful money at a designated
place;
(F)
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Be subject to the terms and redemption that the bond resolution provides;
(G)
Be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures of the officers of the Authority designated by the Authority;
and
(H)
Be sold in the manner and upon the terms determined by the Authority including private (negotiated) sale and be
exempt from the provisions of Sections 8-206 and 8-108 of the State Finance and Procurement Article.
(4)
Pending preparation of the definitive bonds, the Authority may issue interim receipts or certificates which shall
be exchanged for such definitive bonds.
(b)
Any bond resolution may contain provisions, which shall be a part of the contract with the holders of the bonds
to be authorized, as to:
(1)
Pledging or assigning the revenues derived from the Authority loans and education loans with respect to which
such bonds are to be issued;
(2)
The fees and other charges to be collected and the sums to be raised in each year thereby, and the use,
investment, and disposition of such sums;
(3)
The setting aside of loan funding deposits, debt service reserves, capitalized interest accounts, cost of issuance
accounts and sinking funds, and the regulation, investment, and disposition thereof;
(4)
Limitations on the use of the education loans;
(5)
Limitations on the purpose to which or the investments in which the proceeds of sale of any issue of bonds then
or thereafter to be issued may be applied;
(6)
Limitations on the issuance of additional bonds, the terms upon which additional bonds may be issued and
secured, the terms upon which additional bonds may rank on a parity with, or be subordinate or superior to,
other bonds;
(7)
The refunding or refinancing of outstanding bonds;
(8)
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The procedure, if any, by which the terms of any contract with bondholders may be altered or amended and the
amount of bonds the holders of which must consent thereto, and the manner in which consent shall be given;
(9)
Defining the acts or omissions which shall constitute a default in the duties of the Authority to holders of its
obligations and providing the rights or remedies of such holders in the event of a default;
(10)
Providing for guarantees, pledges or endowments, letters of credit, property or other security, or insurance for
the benefit of the holders of the bonds; and
(11)
Any other matter relating to the bonds which the Authority determines appropriate.
(c)
No member of the Authority nor any person executing the bonds shall be liable personally on the bonds or
subject to any personal liability or accountability by reason of the issuance of the bonds.
(d)
(1)
The Authority may purchase its bonds out of any available funds and may hold, pledge, cancel, or resell the
bonds subject to and in accordance with agreements with bondholders.
(2)
The Authority may refund or refinance any of its bonds.
(e)
The Authority may issue bonds for the purpose of purchasing loans from financial institutions which participate
in the Federal Government's guaranteed loan program, as long as such activities conform to applicable Federal
guidelines.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-109. - Security for Authority bonds; trust agreements.
(a)
(1)
Any bonds issued under the provisions of this Subtitle may be secured by a trust agreement by and between the
Authority, a corporate trustee or trustees, which may be any trust company or bank having the powers of a trust
company within or without the State, and other persons, as appropriate.
(2)
Any trust agreement or bond resolution may:
(A)
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Pledge or assign any revenues to be received by the Authority or proceeds or benefits of any contract and may
serve to convey or mortgage or otherwise secure any property or property rights;
(B)
Contain provisions for protecting and enforcing the rights and remedies of bondholders;
(C)
Restrict the individual rights of actions by bondholders; and
(D)
Contain such other provisions as the Authority deems appropriate.
(3)
Any expense incurred in carrying out the provisions of the trust agreement may be treated as a part of the cost of
the operation of an education loan program.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-110. - Administrative powers.
(a)
The Authority may fix, revise, charge, and collect fees and charges for its services and operations and may
contract with any person in connection therewith without supervision or regulation by the Council or the County
Executive or any other department, board, agent, or agency of the County or any unit of State government and
without regard to any provision of law other than the provisions of this Subtitle.
(b)
(1)
A pledge by the Authority of revenue as security for an issue of bonds shall be valid and binding from the time
when the pledge is made.
(2)
The revenues pledged shall immediately be subject to the lien of the pledge without any physical delivery or
further act, and the lien of any pledge shall be valid and binding against any person having any claim of any kind
in tort, contract or otherwise against the Authority, any lending institution or any participating institution,
irrespective of whether the person has notice.
(3)
No bond resolution, trust agreement, financing statement, continuation statement, or other instrument adopted or
entered into by the Authority need be filed or recorded in any public record other than the records of the
Authority in order to perfect the lien against third persons, regardless of any contrary provision of public general
or public local law.
(c)
(1)
3620/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

All moneys received by or on behalf of the Authority under this Subtitle, whether as proceeds from the sale of
bonds or as revenues, shall be deemed to be trust funds to be held and applied solely as provided in this Subtitle.
(2)
Any officer with whom, or any bank or trust company with which, such moneys are deposited shall act as trustee
of the moneys and shall hold and apply them for the purposes provided in this Subtitle and any applicable bond
resolution or trust agreement.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-111. - Bond holder rights.
Except to the extent that their rights are restricted by any applicable bond resolution or trust agreement, any
holder of bonds issued under this Subtitle or a trustee under a trust agreement entered into under this Subtitle,
may, by any suitable form of legal proceedings, protect and enforce any rights granted under the Laws of
Maryland or by any applicable bond resolution or trust agreements.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-112. - Refunding bonds.
(a)
(1)
The Authority may issue bonds to refund any bonds of the Authority then outstanding, including the payment of
any redemption premium and any interest accrued or to accrue to the earliest or any subsequent date of
redemption, purchase or maturity of the bonds. Refunding bonds may be issued for the public purposes of
realizing savings in the effective costs of debt service, directly or through a debt restructuring, for alleviating
impending or actual default and may be issued in one or more series in an amount in excess of that of the bonds
to be refunded.
(2)
The proceeds of any bonds issued for the purpose of refunding outstanding bonds my be applied to the purchase
or retirement at maturity or redemption of outstanding bonds either on their earliest or any subsequent
redemption date or upon the purchase or at the maturity thereof and may, pending application, be placed in
escrow to be applied to the purchase or retirement at maturity or redemption on a date determined by the
Authority.
(b)
(1)
Any escrowed proceeds, pending use, may be invested and reinvested in direct obligations of the United States
of America or in any other obligations permitted by the bond resolution pursuant to which the refunded bonds
were issued, maturing at a time or times appropriate to assure the prompt payment of the principal of and interest
and redemption premium, if any, on the outstanding bonds to be refunded.
(2)
The interest, income, and profits, if any, earned or realized on any investment may also be applied to the
payment of the outstanding bonds to be refunded.
(3)
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After the terms of the escrow have been fully satisfied and carried out, any balance of proceeds and interest,
income, and profits, if any, earned or realized on the investments shall be returned to the Authority for
disposition as provided in the bond resolution pursuant to which the refunded bonds were issued or otherwise in
accordance with law.
(c)
Refunding bonds shall be subject to this Subtitle in the same manner and to the same extent as other bonds
issued under this Subtitle.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-113. - Investment of Authority funds.
(a)
Except as otherwise provided in this Subtitle or, with respect to the proceeds of the sale of bonds or other
moneys held in connection with an issue of bonds, the bond resolution pursuant to which such bonds were
issued, the Authority may invest funds in:
(1)
Direct obligations of the United States;
(2)
Obligations as to which the timely payment of principal and interest is fully guaranteed by the United States;
(3)
Obligations of the Federal Intermediate Credit Banks, Federal Banks for Cooperatives, Federal Land Banks,
Federal Home Loan Banks, Federal National Mortgage Association, Government National Mortgage
Association;
(4)
Certificates of deposit or time deposits constituting direct obligations of any bank as defined by the laws of this
State, however, investments may be made only in those certificates of deposit or time deposits in banks which
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation if then in existence;
(5)
In withdrawable capital accounts or deposits of state or federal chartered savings and loan associations which are
insured by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation or the Maryland Deposit Insurance Fund
Corporation; and
(6)
With respect to the proceeds of the sale of bonds or other moneys held in connection with an issue of bonds, in
such other obligations as shall be permitted by the bond resolution pursuant to which such bonds were issued.
(b)
Securities may be purchased at such time and at such prices as the Authority determines.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
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Sec. 31-114. - Investment in Authority bonds.
All banks, bankers, trust companies, savings bank and institutions, building, savings and loan associations,
investment companies, insurance companies and associations, and all executors, administrators, guardians,
trustees and other fiduciaries may legally invest any sinking funds, moneys, or other funds belonging to them or
within their control in any bonds issued under this Subtitle.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-115. - Annual report by Authority.
(a)
The Authority shall keep full and accurate accounts of its activities and operations and shall annually in the
month of January make a report to the County Executive, the Chairman of the Council, and the Maryland Higher
Education Supplemental Loan Authority.
(b)
(1)
The report shall cover the preceding fiscal year and shall include a complete operating and financial statement
for that year. The Authority shall cause an audit of its books and accounts to be made at least once each year by
independent certified public accountants, and the cost thereof shall be paid by the Authority from funds available
to it pursuant to this Subtitle.
(2)
The independent audit required under this Subsection shall be conducted in accordance with generally accepted
auditing standards by an independent auditor, who is a certified public accountant and who is in good standing
under the laws of this State or a certified accounting firm, according to the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants (AICPA) guidelines.
(3)
Any person or firm who is currently suspended from practice before the Securities and Exchange Commission or
other governmental agency is not qualified for purposes of this Subsection.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-116. - Relationship to other laws of Maryland.
(a)
This Subtitle provides a complete, additional, alternative method for the doing of the things authorized and shall
be regarded as supplemental and additional to, and the limitations imposed by this Subtitle do not affect powers
or rights conferred by other laws, and the issuance of bonds and refunding bonds under this Subtitle need not
comply, but may not conflict, with the requirements of any other law applicable to the issuance of bonds.
(b)
(1)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law or Charter, lending institutions may borrow money from the
Authority, make education loans and take all other actions and do all those things necessary or convenient to
consummate the transactions contemplated under this Subtitle.
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(2)
The Authority may establish, charge, contract for, and collect any amount or rate of interest or compensation
with respect to Authority loans and lending institutions or the Authority may contract for, charge and collect any
amount or rate of interest or compensation with respect to education loans. Neither the Authority nor any
lending institution or any participating institution in a loan program under this Subtitle shall be subject to the
licensing provisions of Title 11 of the Financial Institutions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland and the
credit regulations of Title 12 of the Commercial Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-117. - Tax-exempt status.
The Authority may not be required to pay any taxes or assessments of any kind whatsoever and its bonds, their
transfer, the interest payable on them, and any income derived from them, including any profit realized in their
sale or exchange, shall be exempt at all times from every kind and nature of taxation by the State of Maryland or
by any of its political subdivisions, municipal corporations, or public agencies of any kind.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-118. - Termination provisions.
The Authority in its corporate existence shall continue until terminated by law but no law terminating its
existence shall take effect as long as any bonds of the Authority are outstanding and unpaid without adequate
provision for payment having been made. Upon termination of its existence, all rights, privileges, and property
of the Authority shall pass to and be vested in Prince George's County, Maryland.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-119. - Severability.
The provisions of this Subtitle are severable, and it is the intention to confer the whole or any part of the powers
herein provided for, and if any of the provisions of this Subtitle shall be held unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions of
this Subtitle. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this Subtitle would have been adopted had such
unconstitutional provisions not been included herein.
(Chapter 704, Laws of Md., 1986)
Sec. 31-120. - Authority created.
There is hereby created, pursuant to Sections 31-101 through 31-119, inclusive, of this Subtitle, a body corporate
and politic known as the Prince George's County Supplemental Higher Educational Loan Authority. Approval is
hereby irrevocably granted to the Authority to exercise all the powers and functions granted to it by State law as
set forth in this Subtitle or elsewhere. It may do any other and all corporate acts for the purpose of carrying out
its powers and functions.
(CB-99-1986)
Sec. 31-121. - Membership; composition.
In appointing the members of the Authority, the County Executive shall make appointments that fairly reflect the
minority and female composition of the County. Confirmation of the members of the Authority by the County
Council shall conclusively evidence compliance with the preceding sentence.
(CB-99-1986)
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Sec. 31-122. - Nondiscrimination and affirmative action.
In the exercise of its powers, functions and duties, including the making of loans and the employment of
personnel, the Authority shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex, or national origin,
and shall recognize the affirmative action policies of the County.
(CB-99-1986)
SUBTITLE 32. - WATER RESOURCES PROTECTION AND GRADING CODE.
DIVISION 1. - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
SUBDIVISION 1. - ADOPTION BY REFERENCE.
Sec. 32-101. - Code—Adopted by Reference.
The following codes and standards are hereby adopted by reference and made part of this Subtitle with the same
force and effect as those set out in full herein as the official Water Resources Protection and Grading Code of
Prince George's County, together with the changes, deletions or modifications prescribed in this Subtitle:
COMAR 26.17.01 - Erosion and Sediment Control
COMAR 26.17.02 - Stormwater Management
COMAR 05.02.02 - Maryland Accessibility Code
(CB-15-2011)
Editor's note— CR-96-2014 adopted the 2014 Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design
Manual.
Sec. 32-102. - Public Inspection.
A copy of the COMAR Regulations adopted by this Subtitle shall be marked as a master copy and maintained by
the Clerk of the Council.
(CB-15-2011)
SUBDIVISION 2. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 32-103. - Administration; Applicability.
(a)
The regulations as embodied in Division 2 of this Subtitle shall control and establish minimum requirements for
grading, drainage, pollution, surface structures, erosion control of land and stormwater management within
Prince George's County, Maryland and shall establish procedures by which such requirements are to be
administered and enforced.
(b)
Where existing standards or requirements adopted herein have been updated or superseded by the promulgating
authority, such revised standard or requirement shall be deemed as prima facie evidence of compliance with the
intent of this Subtitle.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-104. - Administration; Duties and Powers of the Director.
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(a)
The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement hereinafter referred to as "the Director," and shall be
interpreted to include any designee of the Director.
(b)
The Director shall keep official records of applications received, permits and certificates issued, fees collected
and reports of inspection hours. Construction documents shall be retained in accordance with the retention
policies of the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(c)
The Director shall have the authority as necessary in the interest of public health, safety and general welfare, to
adopt and promulgate rules and regulations, to interpret and implement the provisions of this Subtitle to secure
the intent thereof, and to designate requirements applicable because of local climate or other conditions. Such
rules shall not have the effect of waiving the provisions of COMAR that are specifically provided for in this
Subtitle, nor shall such rules violate engineering practices involving public safety.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-105. - Administration; Permits; Expiration of Permits; Correction of Code Violations and Suspension or
Revocation and Reissuance of Permits.
(a)
Any permit issued for grading pursuant to this Subtitle shall be issued only for a period of time reasonably
necessary to perform the work, as defined in Section 32-143. Where a permit is issued, extended, reissued,
renewed or reinstated to correct a violation, the permit shall not exceed ninety (90) days. The initial period of the
permit shall be established by the Director based upon the extent of the work required to correct the violation.
The permit may be extended or renewed beyond the ninety (90) days, only if the violations have been corrected,
in one-year increments if, in the opinion of the Director, the applicant has demonstrated substantial progress to
complete the work in accordance with the permit and has demonstrated substantial justification for failure to
complete the work within the period of the permit. The Board of Appeals shall have no authority to grant an
extension to the period of the permit.
(b)
The Director may refuse to accept an application for a permit from any applicant, as principal, who is or was in
default on a previously issued permit or who is the permittee listed on an expired permit which is not currently
in the process of being extended by the Director.
(c)
A permit under which no work is commenced within one hundred eighty (180) days after issuance shall expire
and become null and void; provided, however, that the Director may extend the time, as defined in Section 32143, upon sufficient justification shown.
(d)
A permit under which work has been started and later suspended or discontinued shall expire and become null
and void six (6) months after the work has stopped. Work will be considered suspended when the permittee fails
to prosecute the work so as to ensure completion within a reasonable period of time.
(e)
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A permit issued in error or not in compliance with this Subtitle at the time of issuance may be suspended by the
Director.
(f)
When a permit has expired for failure to commence work, it may be extended, renewed, reissued or reinstated
within a period of 60 days prior to the permit expiration date, if the project conditions are in substantial
compliance with this subtitle and State law under which the permit was originally issued. A written request and
payment of required renewal or extension fees must be received sixty (60 days) prior to the permit expiration
date. A fee shall be collected for each renewal, reissuance or reinstatement, as further defined in Section 32-143.
(g)
The Director may reissue a permit subject to all applicable laws and regulations in effect at the time the permit
was originally issued, for a period not to exceed one (1) year after expiration provided that:
(1)
The County Executive by Executive Order, has made a finding of severe economic factors adversely affecting
real estate development and construction in the County during a specified period and the County Council has
been notified by the County Executive of such finding at least seven (7) days prior to issuance of the Executive
Order;
(2)
There is a reasonable showing that these economic factors contributed to the expiration of the permit;
(3)
There has been no change in the zoning of the property which would affect the issuance of the permit; and
(4)
A processing fee has been paid in an amount equal to the amount that would be required if the permit was
renewed.
(h)
Permits suspended for failure to comply with the County Code or ordinances may be reinstated by the Director
upon compliance or approved validation.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-106. - Administration; Construction Documents.
(a)
"Location of Underground Utility Lines Prior to Commencement of Work." For all work that requires excavation
deeper than twelve (12) inches, the permittee accepting the permit agrees to contact the Utility Service
Protection Center, "Miss Utility", and non-member utility companies, as known, in due time prior to beginning
any excavation work for the purpose of having each utility companies locate its lines on site. In the event that the
permittee fails to obtain the services of the utilities, then in such event, and irrespective of whether or not a
utility line is ruptured, the Director may revoke the grading permit. In such event, all fees paid to the County
shall be forfeited and, in order to continue work, a new application with requisite fee for a permit shall be filed.
Drawings shall be reexamined to determine that all utilities have been located and verified by the utility
companies having knowledge of the location of such underground utilities. However, in the event any or all of
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the respective utility companies fail to furnish the requisite information to the permittee within a reasonable
period of time as determined by the Director under all circumstances, then, in such event, the foregoing
revocation provisions shall not apply.
(b)
Builders and permittee shall place on record with each utility company a written acknowledgment that final
grade has been achieved to within six (6) inches. Utility lines shall not be installed until such acknowledgement
has been received by the utility companies.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-107. - Administration; Violations.
Except as specifically provided otherwise in this Subtitle, any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation,
or combination thereof, who shall violate a provision of COMAR or of this Subtitle, fail to comply with any of
the requirements thereof, or violate a lawful order issued hereunder, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for six (6) months, or both.
Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-108. - Administration; Emergency Measures; Abatement of Unsafe Conditions; Tax Lien.
(a)
When, in the opinion of the Director, there is an imminent danger to human life or the public welfare due to an
unsafe condition, the Director shall cause the necessary work to be done to render the unsafe condition
temporarily safe, whether or not the legal procedure herein described has been instituted. At the time the unsafe
condition has been rendered temporarily safe, the Director shall notify the owner/permittee that the temporary
measures have been taken, that the owner/permittee is required to restore the area within thirty (30) days, and
that the owner/permittee is subject to a violation being issued directing that the work be completed by that time.
If the area is not restored within thirty (30) days, the owner/permittee shall be fined up to One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) each day the violation exists.
(b)
When necessary for public safety, the Director shall temporarily close sidewalks, streets, public ways or other
public access means adjacent to the unsafe condition and prohibit the same from being used.
(c)
For the purpose of this Section, the Director shall employ the necessary labor and materials to perform the
required work as expeditiously as possible.
(d)
Costs incurred in the performance of emergency work shall be paid from the treasury of Prince George's County
upon issuance of a certificate by the Director. The legal counsel of the County shall institute appropriate action
against the owner/permittee of the property where the unsafe condition was located from recovery of such costs,
including, but not limited to, certification for a tax lien.
(e)
A tax lien shall be created on real property for monies expended by the County to make safe a property and/or
abatement of other nuisances or conditions that constitute a danger to public health and safety. Upon certification
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by the County Attorney that a tax lien has been created, the amount of such lien shall be collected by the
Director of Finance in the same manner as other County real estate taxes.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-109. - Accessibility.
(a)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement hereby adopts the Maryland Accessibility Code as
set forth in Sections 05.02.02 et seq. of the Code of Maryland Regulations. Exit-way ramps shall have a width of
not less than five (5) feet.
(b)
The Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement shall be responsible for enforcing the Maryland
Accessibility Code requirements pertaining only to areas outside of any building or structure.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-110. - Soils and Foundations.
Except when erected upon solid rock or otherwise protected from frost, foundations, walls, piers and other
permanent supports of structures shall extend thirty (30) inches below finished grade, and spread footings of
adequate size shall be provided when necessary to properly distribute the load within the allowable bearing
value of the soil, or such structures shall be supported on piles when solid earth to rock is not available. Footings
shall not be founded on frozen soils unless such frozen condition is of a permanent character.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-111. - Structural Tests and Special Inspections.
The special inspections for existing soil conditions, fill placement and load bearing requirements shall follow
Division 2 of this Subtitle.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-112. - Requirements for Grading, Removal, etc., Generally.
(a)
The regulations contained in this Subtitle shall control all matters concerning grading, drainage and erosion
control, except as otherwise provided for in the Prince George's County Code, in the rules and regulations of the
Washington Suburban Sanitary District and all applicable State law.
(b)
All work done under any grading permit issued under this Subtitle shall be in full compliance with this Subtitle,
Subtitles 23 and 25, any other applicable Code provisions; and any applicable statute, ordinance or regulation
adopted by the State, bi-county or county agencies.
(c)
The Director is hereby authorized and directed to assist in the enforcement of such statutes, ordinances and
regulations.
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(d)
In the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zones, trees removed pursuant to an approved Conservation Plan
and Conservation Agreement shall be replaced in accordance with Subtitle 5B by reforestation or afforestation,
or a fee in lieu of reforestation or afforestation may be paid prior to the issuance of any permits pursuant to this
Subtitle. All fees in lieu shall be maintained in a specially created fund under the administration of the Director
and shall be used solely for reforestation or afforestation of land located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area
Overlay Zones.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-113. - Issuance of Certificates of Occupancy.
(a)
No certificates of occupancy or temporary occupancy for any building or structure shall be issued until the
grading permit, if required, is in substantial compliance with the provisions of this Subtitle and other provisions
of State and local laws, ordinances and regulations.
(b)
An adequate ground stabilization shall be established and all of the requirements of the approved Tree
Conservation Plan, including plantings shall be completed prior to the issuance of the certificates of occupancy.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-114. - Exemptions to Subtitle.
(a)
Procedure. The County Council may exempt, upon specific request, from the requirements of this Subtitle, all
grading within the corporate limits of a Prince George's County municipality, with planning and zoning
authority, whenever the County Council determines, by resolution, that the grading regulations and
administrative procedures of said municipality and the enforcement thereof are as adequate and equally effective
as the County's grading regulations, any other applicable regulations and administrative procedures presently or
hereafter enacted. Said exempting resolution may include any conditions, restrictions or requirements deemed
necessary by the County Council.
(b)
Referral. Whenever any municipality, delegated authority under the provisions of this exemption, determines
that it lacks the necessary expertise to review an application and issue a permit subsequent thereto, said
application shall be referred to the Director for appropriate action. If so referred, compliance shall be had with
all applicable provisions of this Subtitle including fee requirements. Administration and enforcement shall be
pursuant to this Subtitle.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-115. - Exemption from Review Fees.
(a)
Upon certification by the Superintendent of Schools that a construction project is a part of an educational
program of the Prince George's County Public Schools, the Director shall waive any fees that would be
otherwise required by this Subtitle.
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(b)
The Director shall waive any review fees that would be otherwise required by this Subtitle for any construction
project that is undertaken by the Prince George's County Public Schools and any affiliated governmental
agencies.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-116. - Administration and Enforcement of Subtitle — Generally.
(a)
Administration and enforcement of this Subtitle shall be by the Director of the Department of Permitting,
Inspections, and Enforcement.
(b)
The Director shall have the power and the duty to enforce the provisions of this Subtitle and all fees provided in
this Subtitle shall be paid to the order of Prince George's County. All permits shall be issued by the Director in
the name of Prince George's County, Maryland.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-117. - Interpretations, etc., by Director.
Whenever in the regulations provided for in this Subtitle it is provided that anything shall be done to the
approval of or subject to the direction of the Director, this shall be construed to give the Director only the
discretion of determining whether the rules and standards established by this Subtitle have been complied with,
and no such provision shall be construed as giving any officer discretionary powers to establish such regulations
or standards or power to require conditions not prescribed by this Subtitle or any other ordinance of the County
or to enforce any provisions of this Subtitle in an arbitrary or discriminatory manner.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-118. - Stop Work Orders.
(a)
Whenever any work is being done in violation of the provisions of this Subtitle or is not in conformance with the
term of any permit issued for such work, the Director or his duly authorized representative may order all or part
of the work on the job stopped until such violation or nonconformance is eliminated and any work or installation
made in violation of this Subtitle is corrected. Such "Stop Work Order;" if oral, shall be followed by a written
"Stop Work Order" within twenty-four (24) hours (excluding Saturday, Sunday or holidays).
(b)
It shall be unlawful to do or perform any work on a permit following the issuance of a "Stop Work Order,"
except as may be necessary to comply with the corrective action ordered by the "Stop Work Order" or otherwise
prevent injury or damage to persons or property.
(c)
The "Stop Work Order" shall contain, or be accompanied by; a written notice indicating that there is a right to a
hearing before the Director or his designee. Such request for a hearing may be filed in writing or in person at the
Office of the Director. The owner/permittee affected by a "Stop Work Order" shall be entitled to such hearing as
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quickly as feasible, within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of a request for a hearing by the Director. The
Director, or a designated impartial member of his staff who has or is delegated authority to act, shall afford the
owner/permittee a fair hearing with an opportunity to present evidence or testimony that is relevant to the "Stop
Work Order." The owner/permittee shall be afforded reasonable notice of the time and place of the hearing in
writing.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-119. - Unlawful Continuance.
Any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or combination thereof,
who shall continue work in violation of the provisions of a "Stop Work Order", or shall remove or cause to be
removed a "Stop Work Order" sign still in effect and operation, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment for six (6) months.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-120. - Fee Schedule.
(a)
Fees for work performed in connection with the Grading, Drainage and Pollution Control Division shall be set
by the Director in the Table of Fees.
(1)
General. No permit to begin work for new grading shall be issued until the fees have been paid to Prince
George's County, nor shall an amendment or revision to a permit necessitating an additional fee be approved
until the additional fee has been paid. The minimum fee for a grading permit shall be as prescribed in the Table
of Fees. A nonrefundable filing fee for grading, storm drainage and stormwater management systems shall be
one-third (1/3) of the estimated cost of the permit prescribed in the Table of Fees, and shall be applied to the
permit fee if the permit is actually issued within six (6) months of the date of the application; otherwise, the
permit application shall expire and the filing fee shall be forfeited.
(2)
Grading, Storm Drainage, Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Permit Fees: Fees for permits for
grading, drainage, pollution control and other site work shall be based upon that site area disturbed due to land
grading, clearing and construction. The grading permit fee shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees and
calculated based on square foot for disturbed land area as prescribed in the Table of Fees. Fees for permits that
include public and private storm drain and stormwater management systems shall include storm drainage and
stormwater management permit fees based upon ten percent (10%) of the construction cost of the work, as
estimated by the Department. The estimated cost for this purpose shall not include the contingency allowances.
(3)
Fee for Sediment Control Site Plan Review by Soil Conservation District for Area to be Disturbed in Excess of
5,000 Square Feet - Initial application fee shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). There is no fee required for
plan review if the land shown in the submitted site plan to be disturbed is 5,000 square feet or less.
(A)
Certification by Soil Conservation District (SCD) of field review in conjunction with Erosion and Sediment
Control plan review: There is no certification fee required if the land to be disturbed is 5,000 square feet or less.
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Certification fee shall be Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for the first acre or portion thereof of land, in excess of
5,000 square feet, proposed to be disturbed in the submitted plan.
(B)
Certification by SCD of field review in conjunction with SCD plan review: Certification fee shall be One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each additional acre not to exceed five (5) acres proposed to be disturbed in the
submitted plan.
(C)
Certification by SCD of field review in conjunction with SCD plan review: Certification fee for acreage in
excess of five (5) acres shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each additional acre.
(D)
Concept Sediment Control Plan will pay a flat fee of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00). All subsequent site
development plans shall pay one-half of fees required in Section (3)(A), (B) and (C) above.
(E)
Certification by SCD of field review in conjunction with SCD plan review: Certification fee for acreage in
excess of 300 acres shall be prorated based on actual costs of review by SCD in excess of the revenue received
from the sediment control fees imposed for the first 300 acres of the subject. Mining and landfill areas in excess
of 500 acres shall be prorated.
(F)
The fee system imposed in this Subsection shall conform to the provisions of Section 4-103(c) of the
Environmental Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.
(4)
Bond Reduction Fee. A Two Hundred Fifty Dollar ($250.00) nonrefundable fee for administrative expenses
shall be paid for each request for a partial release of the monies posted as guarantee pursuant to Section 32-135
of this Code.
(5)
Bond Recall Fee. Whenever the Director requests payment of monies posted as guarantee pursuant to Section
32-135 of this Code, a Two Hundred Fifty Dollar ($250.00) nonrefundable fee for administrative expenses shall
be paid.
(6)
Fee for Modification of Permit. Except for stormwater management facilities, the fee for processing a minor
modification of a permit or application shall be a minimum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). If an extensive
plan review is required, the fee shall be sufficient to offset the cost of plan review and services as determined by
the Director.
(7)
Refunds. Except for stormwater management facilities, in any case where permits have been issued and no work
has begun hereunder, the person who has paid the fee for said permit may return said permit for cancellation,
and, upon the cancellation thereof, there will be refunded to him/her the amount of said fees less the actual
expenses (not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the fee paid, but not less than the filing fee) incident to the
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issuance of said permit as determined by the Director; provided the application for such refund shall be made
within six (6) months after the issuance of said permit, after which time no refund may be made. No filing fee of
any kind shall be refunded.
(8)
Stormwater Management Facility Plan Review Fees. The fee for review of stormwater management concept
plans, public and private storm drain systems, and public and private storm drain pipes shall be as prescribed in
the Table of Fees. The fee for special drain permits shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per connection. The
fee for major revisions shall be 25% of the original permit fees. The fee for minor revisions shall be One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00). If a storm drain permit is not obtained within a twenty-four (24) month period after
technical approval of the plans, a fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be charged for updating the plans.
The fee for as-built submittals shall be as prescribed in the Table of Fees. The review fee charge for tax-exempt
properties, including non-profit organizations, and churches shall be one half of the fees recited in this
subsection. All Prince George's County affiliated public services, chartered cities and municipalities will not be
charged.
(9)
Stormwater Management Fee-In-Lieu. The fees-in-lieu authorized in Section 32-179(b) of this Code shall be as
follows:
(A)
The standard fee shall be as set forth in the table below, which is based upon the percentage area which typically
becomes impervious to infiltration when the property is developed as zoned, multiplied by $16,000.
TABLE 2
Zone

Percentage of
Impervious

Fee/Dwelling Unit

Fee/Acre
(Special Exceptions)

AG

1.0

—

$160

AR

1.5

—

240

RE

12.0

$750

1920

RR

18.0

750

2880

RSF-95

22.0

750

3520

RSF-65

26.0

750

4160

RSF-A

50.0

750

8000

RMF-12

50.0

750

8000

RMF-20

55.0

750

8800

RMF-48

75.0

250

12,000

IE

80.0

—

12,800

IH

80.0

—

12,800

CN, CS, CGO

90.0

—

14,000

(B)
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Fees for any other zones not included in this Table 2 will be the fees for the zone(s) that most closely
approximates the proposed land use.
(C)
Fee Reduction and Credits.
(i)
A one-third reduction in the assessed fee will be made for each of the following on-site stormwater measures
that the applicant is required to provide:
(aa)
Water quality management; or
(bb)
One year extended detention; or
(cc)
Flood control facilities (10-year or 100-year stormwater management).
(ii)
The Director may adjust the fee:
(aa)
To an amount based on the actual impervious area if the site plan approved by the Planning Board and/or District
Council provides that the impervious area of the development will be less than the maximum allowed under the
County's zoning regulation and the applicant demonstrates that future increases in the impervious area are
unlikely. For residential zones, the fee reduction will be proportioned on a dwelling unit basis at a maximum of
Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) per dwelling unit. The fee reduction will be calculated using the formula
of Actual Impervious Acreage × $16,000.00;
(bb)
To reflect the cost of land which the applicant agrees to provide for a regional stormwater facility;
(cc)
To exclude undeveloped area (i.e., floodplains) or areas requiring a subsequent stormwater management concept
plan from the fee computation for industrial and commercial developments; or
(dd)
To the actual cost of providing on-site controls to the extent that the applicant can demonstrate such actual costs
to the satisfaction of the Director.
(10)
Woodland Conservation Fees-in-Lieu: If required by an approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan, the woodland
conservation fee-in-lieu as provided for in Subtitle 25 shall be collected by the County prior to the issuance of
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the first permit. Fees will be collected by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement prior to
the issuance of a permit.
(11)
Floodplain Review and Service Fees: Review of floodplain study performed by Engineer/Consultant shall be
$0.50 per linear foot of stream within the property plus $200.00 per structure and $50 for setting floodplain
elevation with no study. For conducting the floodplain study using the County's GIS based floodplain models
and providing floodplain information to the public shall be $2,500.00 for existing channel condition only,
$3,500.00 for both existing and proposed channel conditions, $250.00 for a single lot and $50.00 for any
floodplain inquiry.
(12)
Extra Review Cycle Fee for Site Road Applications: If the permittee has not addressed all County review
comments in the first three plan review cycles, such that the approval or permit is not issued on the 4th cycle, the
permittee shall pay an extra review cycle fee as identified in the Table of Fees in Subtitle 2-253.63 for each extra
review cycle prior to the approval and issuance of the permit. This extra review cycle fee applies to site
development concepts, street grade establishments, street construction permits, site development rough grading
permits, site development fine grading permits, and 100-year floodplain delineation approval.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-41-2015; CB-38-2021; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 32-121 through Sec. 32-123. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - GRADING, DRAINAGE AND EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL.
Sec. 32-124. - Purpose.
The purpose of this Division is to prevent property damage, protect living resources and prevent environmental
degradation to safeguard the public's health, safety, welfare and economic well-being by establishing minimum
requirements for grading, reforestation, woodland conservation, drainage, erosion control and pollution
discharge and control on land and to watercourses within Prince George's County, Maryland, and to establish
procedures by which these requirements are to be administered and enforced. It is the further purpose of this
Division to implement the provisions of the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 26.17.01, the 2011
Maryland Standards and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (Standards and Specifications)
and the Stormwater Act of 2007 (Act). Implementing this Ordinance will help reduce the negative impacts of
land development on water resources, maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of streams, and
minimize damage to public and private property.
The provisions of this Ordinance pursuant to Title 4, Subtitle 1 of the Environment Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland are adopted under the authority of the County Code and shall apply to all land grading
occurring within the County. The application of this Ordinance and the provisions expressed herein shall be the
minimum erosion and sediment control requirements and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other
powers granted by State statute.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-125. - Definitions.
(a)
Wherever the following words are used in, or in conjunction with, the administration of this Division, they shall
have the following meaning:
(1)
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Act. Maryland Stormwater Act of 2007.
(2)
Administration. Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) Water Management Administration (WMA).
(3)
Adverse impact. Any deleterious effect on waters or wetlands, including their quality, quantity, surface area,
species composition, aesthetics, or usefulness for human or natural uses, which are or may potentially be
harmful or injurious to human health, welfare, safety or property, biological productivity, diversity, or stability or
that unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment of life or property, including outdoor recreation.
(4)
Afforestation. The establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands either through the planting
of trees in an area from which trees have always or very long been absent, or planting of open areas which are
not presently in forest cover.
(5)
Agricultural Land Management Practices. Those methods and procedures used in the cultivation of land in order
to further crop and livestock production and conservation of related soil and water resources. Logging and/or
timber harvesting operations shall not be considered a part of this definition.
(6)
Applicant. Any person, firm, or government agency that executes the necessary forms to apply for a permit or
approval to carry out construction of a project.
(7)
Approval authority. The entity responsible for the review and approval of erosion and sediment control plans is
the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(8)
ASTM. The American Society for Testing Materials.
(9)
Bedrock. The solid undisturbed rock in place either at the ground surface or beneath surficial soil deposits.
(10)
Best management practice (BMP). A structural device or nonstructural practice designed to temporarily store or
treat stormwater runoff in order to mitigate flooding, reduce pollution, and provide other amenities.
(11)
Borrow Pit. The source of earth or bank-run sand and gravel from below the ground surface by open pit
excavation as a single incident on a site for use at a single construction site elsewhere, otherwise, the excavation
will be classed as open-pit mining.
(12)
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Building Pad. The immediate site for a building including the area actually covered, plus the adjacent peripheral
fringe area having a reasonable slope away from the building.
(13)
Certification or to Certify. A signed written statement that specific plans and specifications, construction,
inspections, or tests have been prepared and performed, and that such comply with the requirements of this
Division.
(14)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area. All waters of and lands under the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries to the head
of tide as indicated on the State wetlands' maps; and all State and private wetlands designated under the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Title 9; and all land and water areas within one
thousand (1,000) feet beyond the landward boundaries of State or private wetlands and heads of tide designated
under the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article Title 9, as indicated on approved Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendments.
(15)
Class 1 Fill. Load-bearing fills proposed for support of buildings, walls and other structures, the function thereof
which would be especially impaired by settlement.
(16)
Class 2 Fill. Load-bearing fills proposed for support of roadways, pavements, rigid utility lines, house
connections, and structures which would not be especially impaired by moderate settlement.
(17)
Class 3 Fill. Common fills proposed for lawns, landscape plantings, or for other nonload-bearing usage.
(18)
Clear. To remove vegetation and the vegetative ground cover while leaving the root mat intact.
(19)
Compaction. Densification of soil or rock fills by mechanical or other acceptable procedures.
(20)
Concept plan. The first of three plans submitted under the comprehensive review and approval process required
by the Act and described in COMAR 26.17.02 and shall include the information necessary to allow an initial
evaluation of a proposed project.
(21)
Conservation Agreement. A formal agreement which commits a grading or building permit applicant to the
execution of various approved elements of a Conservation Plan, including a stormwater management concept
plan, an erosion and sedimentation concept plan, a vegetation management plan, and other plans which may be
required by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Prince George's County Planning
Board.
(22)
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Conservation Plan. A plan developed in accordance with Subtitle 5B, which demonstrates how a project has
been designed to meet the specific Critical Area Commission criteria. The Conservation Plan consists of an
approved stormwater management concept plan, an approved sediment and erosion control plan, a vegetation
management plan, and such other plans relating to environmental systems as may be required by the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the Prince
George's County Health Department, the Department or the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(23)
Control Measures. Structural or nonstructural devices or practices, or a combination thereof, which reduce
pollutant discharges through control, treatment, prevention, management or monitoring measures and processes.
(24)
County. Prince George's County Government.
(25)
Cultivation. Plowing, dicing, harrowing and tilling of existing farm fields for the production of crops and
livestock.
(26)
Department. Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(27)
Director. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or the Director's designee.
(28)
Discharge. Any dumping, pumping, placement, storage, use, draining, handling, washing, tracking, spilling,
leaking, transportation, conveyance or disposal practice or any other mechanism which may result in or may
allow pollutants to enter onto land or within the watercourses of the County.
(29)
Drainage. Stormwater runoff, snow melt runoff, surface runoff or ground water flows.
(30)
Drainage area. That area contributing runoff to a single point measured in a horizontal plane that is enclosed by a
ridge line.
(31)
Drainage System. Any natural system or man-made device, mechanism or measure used in any manner for the
collection, conveyance, management, treatment, disposition or disposal of drainage.
(32)
Dust Free Surface. A ground composed of rolled and compacted cinders, gravels or other approved
nonabsorbent materials to prevent rising of dust on roads, access ways, driveways and parking lots.
(33)
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Embankment of Fill. A deposit of soil, rock or other materials placed by man.
(34)
Engineering Geology. The application of geological data and principles to engineering problems dealing with
naturally occurring rock and soil, for the purpose of assuring that geological factors are recognized and
adequately interpreted in engineering practice.
(35)
Environmental Site Design (ESD). Using small-scale stormwater management practices, nonstructural
techniques, and better site planning to mimic natural hydrologic runoff characteristics and minimize the impact
of land development on water resources.
(36)
Erosion. The process by which the ground surface is worn away by the action of wind, water, ice, or gravity.
(37)
Erosion and sediment control. A system of structural and vegetative measures that minimizes soil erosion and
off-site sedimentation.
(38)
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. An erosion and sediment control strategy or plan, designed to minimize
erosion and prevent off-site sedimentation.
(39)
Excavation or Cut. An act, by which soil or rock is cut into, dug, quarried, uncovered, removed, displaced or
relocated and shall include the conditions resulting therefrom.
(40)
Exemption. Those land development activities that are not subject to the erosion and sediment control
requirements contained in this Ordinance.
(41)
Existing Grade. The vertical location of the existing ground surface prior to excavating or filling.
(42)
Final Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. The last of three (3) erosion and sediment control plans submitted
under the comprehensive review and approval process required by the Act and described in COMAR 26.17.02.
Final erosion and sediment control plans shall be prepared and approved in accordance with the specific
requirements of the Prince George's Soil Conservation District and this Ordinance and designed in accordance
with the Standards and Specifications.
(43)
Finished or Proposed Grade. The final grade or elevation of the ground, drainage or other structures conforming
to the proposed design.
(44)
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Forest Stand Delineation (FSD). A detailed accounting of woody vegetation prepared in plan and document
form, as required by Subtitle 25.
(45)
Grading. Any stripping, removal of topsoil, excavating, filling, stockpiling, grubbing, removing root mat or any
combination thereof, including the condition resulting therefrom.
(46)
Grading Permit. A permit issued to authorize work to be performed under this Division. The permit for grading
and/or site development intended as an incident to building construction may be included as part of the building
permit.
(47)
Grading unit. The maximum contiguous area allowed to be graded at a given time. For the purposes of this
Ordinance, a grading unit is 20 acres or less.
(48)
Highly erodible soils. Those soils with a slope greater than 15 percent or those soils with a soil erodibility factor
K, greater than 0.35 and with slopes greater than 5 percent.
(49)
Inspection Agency. Means the Administration or, if delegated enforcement authority, Prince George's County.
(50)
Landscape Architect. A person duly registered or authorized to practice landscape architecture in the State of
Maryland and qualified to prepare grading plans and specifications.
(51)
Load-Bearing Fill. Fill placed in a controlled manner to support structure foundations, vehicular traffic, or any
earthwork which the instability thereof would constitute a public hazard or nuisance.
(52)
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP). Designing stormwater management systems so that all reasonable
opportunities for using ESD planning techniques and treatment practices are exhausted and only where
absolutely necessary is a structural BMP implemented.
(53)
Mitigation. The offsetting of forest values lost due to the destruction of woodlands without a permit or contrary
to an approved Tree Conservation Plan by replanting woodlands or agreed upon means.
(54)
Natural Ground Surface. The ground surface in its original state before any grading, excavation or filling.
(55)
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Net Tract Area. For the purposes of woodland conservation, the gross tract area minus the approved one hundred
(100) year floodplain and areas previously dedicated for public use.
(56)
One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain. That area which would be inundated by a flood that has a one percent (1%)
chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
(57)
Open-Pit Mining. The continuing or reoccurring removal of material from below the ground surface by open
excavation on a site for immediate or ultimate use at the same or other site in processing and manufacturing of
building and construction materials or any other products, or at various locations elsewhere in its natural state.
(58)
Owner/Developer. A person undertaking, or for whose benefit activities covered by this Ordinance are carried
on. General contractors or subcontractors, or both, without a proprietary interest in a project are not included
within this definition.
(59)
Permittee. Any person to whom a permit is issued pursuant to this Division.
(60)
Person. Includes the federal government, the State, any county, municipal corporation, or other political
subdivision of the State, or any of their units, or an individual, receiver, trustee, guardian, executor,
administrator, fiduciary, or representative of any kind, or any partnership, firm, association, public or private
corporation, or any of their affiliates, or any other entity.
(61)
Pollutant. Sediment runoff due to erosion.
(62)
Ponding. Water that remains on the ground surface in a single area larger than sixteen (16) square feet for more
than forty-eight (48) hours after a rain event where cold weather conditions (such as, but not limited to, frozen
ground or combined ice, snow or rain event) are not a contributing factor in water remaining on the ground
surface.
(63)
Prince George's Soil Conservation District. One (1) of twenty-four (24) soil conservation districts created
pursuant to Subtitle 3 of the Agricultural Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
(64)
Professional Engineer. A person duly registered or otherwise authorized by the State of Maryland to practice in
the field of engineering.
(65)
Reforestation. The re-establishment of a biological community of perpetual woodlands through the planting of
trees on areas from which trees were recently removed.
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(66)
Refuse. See "solid wastes (refuse)."
(67)
Responsible personnel. Any foreman, superintendent, or project engineer who is in charge of on-site clearing
and grading operations or the implementation and maintenance of an erosion and sediment control plan.
(68)
Sediment. Soils or other surficial materials transported or deposited by the action of wind, water, ice, gravity, or
artificial means.
(69)
Significant Drainage. Surface drainage rates that exceed three (3) cubic feet per second based on the ten (10)
year storm event as calculated by the Rational Method.
(70)
Site. Any tract, lot, or parcel of land, or combination of tracts, lots or parcels of land that are in one ownership,
or are contiguous and in diverse ownership, where development is to be performed as part of a unit, subdivision,
or project.
(71)
Site Development. The resulting condition of land improvements through the constructing, installing, placing or
planting of: open and closed storm drainage facilities, stormwater management facilities, supporting foundations
for utility lines and service (house) connections, parking lots, driveways, curbs, pavements, steps, sidewalks,
bike paths, recreational facilities, patios, ground planters, ground covers, plantings, landscaping and logging and
timber harvesting operations.
(72)
Site Development Plan. The second of three (3) plans submitted under the comprehensive review and approval
process required by the Act and described in COMAR 26.17.02. A site development plan shall include the
information necessary to allow a detailed evaluation of a proposed project.
(73)
Slope. The inclined exposed surface of a fill, excavation or natural terrain.
(74)
Soil. All earth material of whatever origin that overlies bedrock and may include the decomposed zone of
bedrock which can be readily excavated by mechanical equipment.
(75)
Soil Engineer. A professional engineer who is qualified by education and experience to practice applied soil
mechanics and foundation engineering.
(76)
Solid Wastes (Refuse). The same as defined in Subtitle 21 of this Code.
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(77)
Stabilization. The protection of exposed soils from erosion by the application of seed and mulch, seed and
matting, sod, other vegetative measures, and/or structural means.
(78)
Standards and Specifications. The "2011 Maryland Standards and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control" and any subsequent revisions.
(79)
Stormwater. Water that originates from a precipitation event.
(80)
Stormwater Management System. Natural areas, ESD practices, stormwater management measures, and any
other structure through which stormwater flows, infiltrates, or discharges from a site.
(81)
Stripping. Any activity which removes or significantly disturbs the vegetation surface cover including clearing,
grubbing of stumps and root mat and top soil removal.
(82)
Structural Rock Fills. Fills including limited amounts of rubble, broken asphalt, brick or concrete.
(83)
Surveyor. A registered land surveyor licensed to practice land surveying in the State of Maryland and qualified
to prepare grading plans and specifications.
(84)
Timber Harvesting (Logging). The severing of any size tree above ground level leaving the root system and all
stumps intact, except for the purpose of providing a temporary access for some other use, or for the removal of a
dead, dying or hazardous tree. A Tree Conservation Plan may be required for the timber harvesting activities to
be conducted in conformance with Subtitle 25.
(85)
Topsoil. Soil to be used as topsoil, and the placement of topsoil over a prepared subsoil prior to the
establishment of permanent vegetation, shall meet the specifications of, and be in accordance with, Maryland
Department of the Environment, Standards and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, B-4-2
Standards and Specifications for soil preparation, and soil amendments.
(86)
Tree Conservation Plan (TCP). A site map that delineates woodland conservation areas and the associated text
that details requirements, penalties, and mitigation as described in Subtitle 25.
(87)
Variance. The modification of the minimum erosion and sediment control requirements for exceptional
circumstances such that strict adherence to the requirements would result in unnecessary hardship and not fulfill
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the intent of this Ordinance.
(88)
Watercourse. Any natural or improved stream, river, creek, ditch, channel, canal, conduit, culvert, drain, gully,
swale or wash in which waters flow either continuously or intermittently.
(89)
Watershed. The total drainage area contributing runoff to a single point.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-126. - Permits Required.
(a)
Grading Permit. Except as exempted in Section 32-127, no person shall do, nor shall the property owner permit
any site development or grading of land for any purpose without the owner/permittee of the said land first
having obtained a grading permit from the Director. Before a grading permit for any site is issued by the County,
the Prince George's Soil Conservation District must review and approve an erosion and sediment control plan for
the site.
(b)
Drainage System Connection Permit. A permit is required to connect or discharge to any drainage system or
watercourse within the County. This permit is to ensure that all drainage systems are to be used primarily for the
control, disposition and management of drainage, prohibit illegal discharge of pollutants and to safeguard water
quality, living resources, public health and prevent damage to the drainage system.
(c)
At the option of the applicant, a permit may cover the grading and other site development on a single lot, or on a
combination of contiguous lots in a single block, or in contiguous blocks.
(d)
The grading and other site development required on a single lot or parcel where one building permit is being
issued shall conform to the provisions of this Division and may be included as part of the building permit, in
which case no separate grading permit is required.
(e)
With the exception of single family detached dwellings, a single grading permit is required for grading and other
site development work on a single lot or parcel where two or more building permits are issued.
(f)
The information reflected in the permit shall be maintained factual and current by the permittee.
(g)
When the scope of work to be performed is solely for the purpose of commercial timber harvesting, the erosion
and sediment control plan approved by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall be the sole technical
basis for issuance of the grading permit. The fee for the timber harvesting permit shall be $100.
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(h)
No person shall disturb land without implementing soil erosion and sediment controls in accordance with the
requirements of this Ordinance and the Standards and Specifications except as provided within this Section.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-127. - Exceptions to Grading Permit.
(a)
Provided all other provisions of this Division are met and excluding the property located within the Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, no grading or storm drain connection permit will be required under the
following conditions:
(1)
Agricultural land management practices and construction of agricultural structures; and removal of cultivated
sod, shrubs and trees for transplant as part of a regular commercial activity.
(2)
The stockpiling, with slopes at a natural angle of repose, of raw or processed sand, stone and gravel at concrete,
asphalt and material processing plants and storage yards not associated with a development application.
(3)
Refuse disposal areas or sanitary landfills operated and conducted in accordance with the requirements, rules
and ordinances adopted by Prince George's County.
(4)
Grading for or by, and on land owned by, the United States of America or the State of Maryland when used
exclusively for purposes originally acquired or consistent with constitutional and statutory authorizations and
limitations; or for, by or under permit from a municipality authority, State Highway Administration or the
County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement to the extent such grading is within public
right-of-way and adjacent slope easements or minimum slope areas only, and specifically exclusive of the
remainder of the lot.
(5)
Grading and trenching by privately or publicly-owned and operated public utility companies or commissions for
open channel improvements and underground utility installations and maintenance in:
(A)
Public rights-of-way and Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission easements; and
(B)
Utility easements immediately adjacent to public rights-of-way or in the space on abutting lot(s) needed to
accommodate the respective house connections; provided, however, that all grading and trenching involved is
included in a current site grading permit or as part of a current building permit.
(6)
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Grading, as a maintenance measure, or for landscaping or construction purposes on existing developed lots or
parcels, provided:
(A)
The aggregate of area(s) affected or bare-earthed at any one (1) time does not exceed five thousand (5,000)
square feet or disturb less than 100 cubic yards of earth;
(B)
The grade change does not exceed twelve (12) inches at any point and does not alter the drainage pattern;
(C)
All bare earth is promptly seeded, sodded or otherwise effectively protected from erosive actions.
(D)
Does not require a Tree Conservation Plan per Subtitle 25.
(7)
Grading and related earthwork, incidental to individual water wells and sewage disposal (septic) systems
installed pursuant to a valid permit from the appropriate authority.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-128. - Same; Other Permits Required.
Permits issued pursuant to this Division do not relieve the owner/permittee of responsibility for securing
required permits for work to be done which is regulated by any other applicable code, act or ordinance. The
provisions of this Division shall not preclude the inclusion in such other permit of more stringent regulation or
requirements concerning the grading of land.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-129. - Application.
A written application from the owner of the site or the owner's authorized representative, in the form prescribed
by the Director, shall be required for each permit. Grading and site development plans and specifications shall be
submitted with each application for a grading permit, unless because of remoteness from adjacent properties
and/or self-evidence of the ease of compliance with this and other requirements of this Subtitle, the Director
specifically determines that none are required. These plans shall be prepared or approved and signed and sealed
by a professional engineer, surveyor, architect or landscape architect. The Director may waive the preparation or
approval and signature by the professional engineer, surveyor, architect or landscape architect only when it is
self-evident that the work is simple, clearly shown, and entails no hazard or nuisance potential to adjacent
property and does not include the construction of a fill upon which a structure may be erected.
Application for a drainage connection permit shall be filed in conjunction with, and pursuant to, the Concept
plan application as in Section 32-177 of this Subtitle or as directed by the Director as part of an enforcement
action under Section 32-116 of this Subtitle.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-130. - Contents of Grading/Site Development Plan.
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(a)
In addition to the requirements in Section 32-129, plans and specifications accompanying the grading permit
application shall meet the requirements and show data as follows:
(1)
Additional sets of prints shall be submitted in quantity as determined by the Director to coordinate the applied
for permit issuance with collateral activities of all other County agencies. The paper size for plans shall not
exceed 30" × 42".
(2)
Date, name, address and telephone number of preparer of plans, or each discipline and owner of site.
(3)
Certification from preparer of the plan, or each discipline (surveying existing conditions, proposed surface grade
establishments, load-bearing fills and slope stabilities, storm drainage, retaining walls, etc.), as might have
participated in the finished form, attesting to the completeness and correctness of existing conditions as shown
and to the compliance of all proposed grading and other work with all of the requirements of this Subtitle, except
for specific waivers or modifications as listed.
(4)
A clear and definite delineation of limits of disturbance and areas where vegetation is to remain, in conformance
with the approved Tree Conservation Plan if one is required, along with a calculation of the disturbed area in
square feet of the total site minus that area to remain undisturbed and currently having an effective erosion
resistant ground cover or surface.
(5)
For all applications, other than those for surplus earth disposed on sites ten (10) acres or larger existing
topography, proposed grading and site development with contours at one (1) or two (2) foot intervals, and drawn
at a scale no smaller than one (1) inch equals fifty (50) feet of the entire site, plus a minimum twenty (20) foot
adjacent peripheral strip; or as might otherwise clearly reflect existing conditions and proposed grading and
other work, provided that such other interval and scale has the Director's approval in advance of plan
preparation.
(6)
For surplus earth disposal on sites ten (10) acres or larger existing topography and proposed grading and site
development for restoration to a condition meeting the minimum design and construction standards provided for
elsewhere herein, with contours at no greater than five (5) foot intervals and drawn at a scale no smaller than one
(1) inch equals two hundred (200) feet; provided, however, that for work to be performed within fifty (50) feet of
any property line plans shall conform to the requirements of Paragraph (5) of this Subsection.
(7)
A clear and definite delineation with dimensions for sizing and locating areas for each class of fill proposed.
(8)
Established, or in the case of new subdivisions being processed, approved tentative street grades (elevations),
including Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and/or Department of Public Works and
Transportation file number(s).
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(9)
Basement, first floor and ground elevations at corners of all buildings, spot elevations at critical points on the
proposed grading plan, and on all other structures; and profiles and/or cross sections showing the proposed and
finished grade of driveways, access lanes, walks, watercourses, as needed to demonstrate compliance with this
Subtitle.
(10)
Size, location and construction details of all proposed site development.
(11)
Drainage area map and study including computations covering the entire area tributary to the site, and showing
calculated runoff to all structures, lines and open channel facilities.
(12)
A clear and definite delineation of the proposed subdivision of the site for the purpose of staging, to minimize
time of exposure to erosive actions, along with the construction of the sequential order for the working of each,
and a statement of their respective areas, minus the area therein to remain undisturbed, in square feet.
(13)
Soil type as shown on the USDA Soil Survey of Prince George's County or soil type as determined by a
professional engineer at the location of each proposed residential building. For each proposed residential
building lot on which a basement is proposed to be constructed, the hydrological characteristics of the lot to a
depth of six (6) feet below the finished floor level of the basement and the depth of the closest aquifer to the
proposed final grade of the basement.
(14)
Time required for performing and completing all work on the site, with anticipated starting and completion dates
for each subdivision thereof, as staged to minimize exposure to erosive actions.
(15)
An approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan or valid letter of exemption from the Woodland Conservation
Ordinance in conformance with the provisions of Subtitle 25.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-131. - Soils Investigation Report.
The Director shall require a soils investigation report prepared and certified by a professional engineer duly
registered in the State of Maryland to correlate surface and subsurface conditions with the proposed grading, site
and building plans. The Director may require a soils investigation report depending upon slopes, anticipated
characteristics of soil, drainage characteristics and the like. The results of the investigation shall be presented in
a report by a professional engineer which shall include, but need not be limited to, data regarding the nature,
distribution and supporting ability of existing soils and rock on the site and include conclusions and
recommendations for grading requirements and erosion control including recommendations to insure stable soil
conditions and groundwater control applicable. The Director may require supplemental reports and data by an
engineering geologist as might be deemed necessary. Recommendations included in such reports and approved
by the Director shall be incorporated in the grading plan or specifications.
(CB-15-2011)
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Sec. 32-132. - Waiver and Variances.
(a)
The Director may waive or modify requirements of this Division on such conditions and subject to submission
of such reports deemed necessary to insure compliance with the intent of this Subtitle. No waiver or
modification will be considered, granted or approved unless:
(1)
Specifically requested in writing; and
(2)
Each such waiver or modification is specifically and separately approved in writing by the Director. Approval of
the plans will not constitute approval of any waiver or modification of any requirement of this Subtitle that
might otherwise be shown on the plans.
(b)
Erosion and Sediment Control Variances: The Prince George's Soil Conservation District may only grant a
variance from the requirements of the Standards and Specifications when strict adherence will result in
unnecessary hardship and not fulfill the intent of this Ordinance. The owner/developer shall submit a written
request for a variance to the Prince George's Soil Conservation District. The request must state the specific
variance sought and the reasons for the request. The Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall not grant a
variance unless and until sufficient information is provided describing the unique circumstances of the site to
justify the variance.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-133. - Denial of Permit.
(a)
General. Grading permits shall not be issued where the proposed grading would cause hazards adverse to public
safety and welfare or violate the Code. If it can be shown to the satisfaction of the Director that any hazards
caused can be essentially eliminated by the construction of retaining structures, buttress fills, drainage facilities,
including furnishing of the necessary easements, the Director may issue the grading permit on the requirement
that such construction work is performed and after secured easements are granted and recorded.
(b)
Hazardous grading. The Director shall not issue a grading permit where he finds that the work as proposed by
the applicant will damage any private or public property, or interfere with any existing drainage course in such
manner as to cause damage to any adjacent property or result in the deposition of debris or sediment on any
public way or into any waterway, or create an unreasonable hazard to persons or property.
(c)
Geological hazard. If, in the opinion of the Director, the land area for which grading is proposed is subject to
geological hazard to the extent that no reasonable amount of corrective work can eliminate or sufficiently reduce
settlement, slope instability or any other such hazard to persons or property, the grading permit shall be denied.
(d)
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Floodplain Hazard. Grading within the one hundred year floodplain is subject to the controls and requirements
of this Code and, if permitted pursuant thereto, must also comply with this and other Sections of this Code.
(e)
Woodland Conservation. The Director shall not issue a grading permit:
(1)
Where the work proposed would violate an approved Tree Conservation Plan; or if a valid Letter of Exemption
has not been obtained; or
(2)
Within five (5) years of timber harvest unless mitigation is provided that is consistent with the woodland
conservation requirements of the underlying zone.
(f)
The denial of a grading permit application for the reasons stated in Subsection (e), above, may only be appealed
to the Prince George's County Board of Administrative Appeals, in accordance with its established Rules and
Regulations.
(g)
No drainage system connection permit for a connection to any watercourse or public drainage system shall be
issued to discharge pollutants without applicable Federal, State or local pollution discharge permits, or other
applicable permits such as a wetland permit.
(h)
Any permittee or property owner shall notify the Director of any Federal or State pollution discharge permit or
conditions thereof to any drainage system or watercourse issued within the County. Failure to obtain a pollution
discharge permit from the Director of a state or federal agency shall result in the denial or revocation of any
permit issued by the Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement and shall subject the permittee or
property owner to the provisions of Section 32-150(a), 32-196, 32-197 of this Subtitle and 28-261 of the County
Code.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-134. - Permit Fees.
No permit shall be issued for grading and other work covered within this Division until the fees established in
Section 32-120 have been paid.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-135. - Development Bonds.
(a)
In the evaluation of development sites, no permit for grading and/or site development disturbing more than one
acre of the site shall be issued until the applicant (excepting County Governmental Departments and agencies,
municipalities and/or municipal corporations for municipal-owned property), as principle, has posted a cash
deposit or bond from an approved corporate surety or other collateral, including a certificate of guarantee
pursuant to Section 2-463, if determined acceptable by the Director and by the County Attorney, to guarantee
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and assure that all work will be completed in accordance with the approved plans and the provisions of this
Division.
(b)
Except as otherwise provided, the amount of any bond required to be posted under this Section shall be equal to
or greater than the total cost of the project, as estimated by the Department, including an additional twenty-five
percent (25%) of the estimated cost for contingencies, plus the current unit price per square foot of the area to be
afforested or reforested.
(c)
No deposit or bond is required for a single permit for grading and other work disturbing less than one acre.
However, a cash deposit or bond is required for simultaneously applied for, or sequentially numbered permits
for, work on contiguous lots or parcels with an aggregate disturbed area of more than one acre, or in those
instances, in the determination of the Director, where individual permit applications necessitate the need for the
posting of a bond. This exception to the bond requirement shall not be construed as an exception to the
requirements for a permit.
(d)
If all work authorized by the permit is not completed within the time specified therein or as otherwise provided
for in Section 32-143 or violates any other term or condition of the permit it shall be defaulted. A cash deposit
shall be forfeited or, if a bond has been posted, action will be taken as follows:
(1)
Where the Director determines that a permit is in default and the work is guar-anteed by a surety bond, the
Department shall immediately notify the bonding institution or agent to undertake and complete the work in
accordance with the permit.
(2)
Where the Director has determined that a permit is in default and the work is guaranteed by a form of bond other
than a surety bond, and the bonding institution or agent fails to commit to undertake completion of the work
within thirty (30) days of having been given notice by the Department, the Director shall immediately move to
collect all bonds which have been posted.
(3)
Upon a decision to collect the bonds, the Director shall evaluate the work remaining to be performed and
determine whether,
(A)
the work covered by the permit should be completed;
(B)
the work site should be restored to its original condition; or
(C)
other modifications to the permitted work site should be made. The Director shall then determine whether the
bonds posted are sufficient to carry out the required completion, restoration or modified work.
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(4)
After evaluating the work to be performed as specified above, the Director shall develop an estimate of the costs
for said work, to include an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the anticipated construction cost as
contingency, and compare the estimated amount to the amount of the bond posted by the permittee.
(A)
If the amount of the bond posted is in excess of the estimate, the Department shall immediately move to collect
the bonds and carry out the necessary work. The entire amount of the bonds posted may be used either in or near
the permit site as may be determined by the Director to be necessary.
(B)
If the bonds posted are not sufficient, the Department shall develop and implement a course of action as
determined by the Director. The Department shall immediately move to collect all of the bonds which have been
posted.
(5)
If the bonds which have been posted are in excess of the amount required to complete the permitted work, any
necessary restoration work or modified work as determined necessary by the Director to be necessary, the excess
amount shall be released to the payer after all work has been finished by the Department and all costs of same
have been accounted for.
(6)
Upon notification that a bond has been forfeited in accordance with this Subtitle, the bonding institution or agent
providing the bond shall have thirty (30) days to issue payment to the County. If the bonding institution or agent
fails to render payment within thirty (30) days of the notice from the Director to make payment, the bonding
institution or agent may be barred from issuing any subsequent bonds for any other work within the County for a
period of five (5) years. The right to reissue bonds after having been previously barred shall be allowed only
after all outstanding amounts have been paid, plus an amount equal to ten percent (10%) a year, compounded
annually.
(e)
All funds received from defaulted permits will be used by the County to defray the cost of contracting, including
engineering and administration and for the completion of all work authorized by the permit per the approved
plans, but no less than restoring the site to meet the minimum requirements of this Division with particular
emphasis on stability, safety, drainage, vegetative cover and erosion control. Any unused portion of monies
forfeited will be returned. In the event that the entire amount of cash deposit or bond is expended, the permittee
has a continuing obligation for payment of all additional monies expended by the County for the implementation
of the plan. Upon certification from the County Attorney that a tax lien has been created, the amount of such lien
shall be collected by the Director of Finance in the same manner as other County real estate taxes.
(f)
Before acceptance, all bonds shall be approved by the Director and the County Attorney. If a corporate bond is
offered, it shall be executed by a surety or guaranty company qualified to transact business in the State of
Maryland. If a cash bond is offered, it shall be deposited with the Office of Finance, Treasury Division, which
shall give an official receipt therefore, stipulating that said cash has been deposited in compliance with, and
subject to the provisions of this Section.
(g)
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Cash deposits shall be returned and surety bonds cancelled upon compliance of all work authorized by the
permit and the issuance of a certificate of completion by the Director.
(h)
Upon completion and acceptance of the various stages of grading and/or site development, the permittee may
request, in writing to the Director, partial release of the monies posted as a guarantee pursuant to this Section. A
Two Hundred Fifty Dollar ($250.00) nonrefundable fee (Section 32-120) for administrative expenses shall be
paid for each request.
(i)
Whenever the Director requests payment of the monies posted as a guarantee pursuant to this Section, the
permittee shall pay a Two Hundred Fifty Dollar ($250.00) nonrefundable fee (Section 32-120) for administrative
expenses.
(j)
Where a site requires afforestation or reforestation, no grading permit, building permit, or combination thereof,
shall be issued until the applicant has posted a cash deposit or bond from an approved corporate surety or other
collateral, including a certificate of guarantee pursuant to Section 2-463, if determined acceptable by the
Director and by the County Attorney, to guarantee and assure that all work will be completed in accordance with
the approved plans and the provisions of this Division and Subtitle 25.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-136. - Conditions of Approval.
(a)
In granting a permit pursuant to this Division, the Director may impose such conditions as may be reasonably
necessary to prevent water quality degradation by the discharge of pollutants, or creation of a nuisance or
unreasonable hazard to persons, or unnecessary destruction of living resources or damage to property. Such
conditions shall include (even if not specifically written in the permit), but need not be limited to:
(1)
The granting (or securing from others) and recordation in County land records of easements for drainage
facilities, including the acceptance of their discharge on the property of others, and for the maintenance of slopes
or erosion control facilities.
(2)
Adequate control of dust by watering, or other control methods that is in conformance with applicable air
pollution ordinances.
(3)
Improvements of any existing grading, ground surface, or drainage condition on the site (not to exceed the area
as proposed for work or development in the application) to meet the standards required under this Division for
new grading, drainage and pollution control.
(4)
Sediment traps and basins located within a densely populated area or in the proximity of an elementary school,
playground or other area where small children may congregate without adult supervision shall be enclosed with
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a minimum forty-two (42) inch high safety fence.
(5)
Protection of water quality through the implementation and maintenance of drainage treatment devices or the use
of control measures.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-137. - Liability.
Neither the issuance of a permit under the provisions of this Division nor compliance with the provisions hereto
or with any condition imposed by the Director hereunder shall relieve any person from responsibility for damage
to persons, property, drainage systems, living resources, or the general environment nor impose any liability
upon the County for damages to persons and property.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-138. - Responsibility of Permitee.
(a)
Notwithstanding other conditions or provisions of a permit or the minimum standards set forth in this Division,
the permittee is responsible for the abatement of pollutant discharges, damage to adjacent property, and the
maintenance of water quality. No person shall perform grading on land in any manner or so close to the property
line as to endanger or damage any adjoining public street, sidewalk, alley or any other public or private property
without supporting and protecting such property from settling, cracking, erosion, sedimentation, or other damage
or personal injury which might result.
(b)
The permittee shall be responsible for the prompt removal of, and damages resulting from, any soil,
miscellaneous debris, pollutant discharge, or other materials washed, spilled, tracked, dumped, or otherwise
deposited on public or private streets, highways, sidewalks, watercourses or other public thoroughfares as an
incident to the construction activity, or during transit to and from the construction site where, in the opinion of
the Director, such deposition constitutes a public nuisance or hazard.
(c)
During grading operations, the permittee shall be responsible for the prevention of damage to any public utilities
or services. This responsibility applies within the limits of grading and along any routes of travel of equipment.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-139. - Permit Authorization.
(a)
The issuance of a grading permit shall constitute an authorization to do only that work described in the permit
and shown on the approved site plans and specifications, in strict compliance with the requirements of this
Division, unless each and every modification or waiver is specifically listed and given specific approval by the
Director pursuant to Section 32-132.
(b)
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The issuance of any drainage connection permit shall constitute an authorization to discharge subject to
continued compliance with any covenants, stipulations, and agreements and the provisions of the connection
permit and any maintenance agreement, in full compliance with any other Federal, State or local water quality
protection laws.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-140. - Compliance.
The permittee, his agent, contractors and employees shall carry out the proposed work in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications, and in compliance with all the requirements of the permit and this Subtitle.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-141. - Enforcement Action Upon Noncompliance.
(a)
In the event work does not conform to the permit or to the plans and specifications or to any instructions of the
Director, notice to comply shall be given to the permittee in writing. After notice to comply is given, a maximum
period of up to ten (10) days, in the determination of the Director, shall be allowed for the permittee or his
contractor to begin to make the corrections. If an imminent hazard exists, the Director may require that the
corrective work begin immediately. In the event of a failure to comply as directed or to satisfactorily complete
all work required, the Director is hereby authorized to use the monies posted as guarantee pursuant to Section
32-135 of this Code to complete the work by contract or to order its completion by County personnel.
(b)
If the Director finds any existing conditions to be other than as stated in the application or approved plans, he
may stop the work until a revised plan is submitted conforming to the existing conditions.
(c)
Failure of the permittee to comply with the directives of this Section will constitute a violation to this Section,
and the Director may cancel the permit and proceed with the necessary restoration of the site using the
Development Bond funds provided under Section 32-135.
(d)
Any discharge or connection to a drainage system or watercourse which is not permitted subject to the
provisions of this Division or not permitted under other Divisions of this Code which is found to contain
pollutants shall be considered illegal and in noncompliance, and subject to enforcement and permitting actions
set forth in this Code.
(e)
Erosion and Sediment Control Enforcement:
(1)
The County shall, through the authority of this Ordinance and COMAR 26.17.01 use enforcement action when
erosion and sediment control violations occur.
(2)
Enforcement actions may include, but are not limited to:
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(A)
Issuance of a corrective action order;
(B)
Issuance of a stop work order, the extent of which is determined by the County;
(C)
Issuance of a penalty or fine as allowed; and
(D)
Referral for legal action.
(3)
The County may deny the issuance of any permits to an applicant when it determines that the applicant is not in
compliance with the provisions of a building or grading permit or approved erosion and sediment control plan.
(4)
The County shall stop work on a site where land disturbance is occurring without an approved erosion and
sediment control plan, if not otherwise exempt. Measures shall be required to be implemented to prevent off-site
sedimentation.
(f)
Severability: If any portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate,
distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this
Ordinance, it being the intent of the County that this Ordinance shall stand, notwithstanding the invalidity of any
portion, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase, hereof.
(g)
Penalties:
(1)
Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction in a
court of competent jurisdiction is subject to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or imprisonment not exceeding one
year or both for each violation with costs imposed in the discretion of the court. Each day upon which the
violation occurs constitutes a separate offense.
(2)
Any agency whose approval is required under this Ordinance or any interested person may seek an injunction
against any person who violates or threatens to violate any provision of this Ordinance.
(3)
In addition to any other sanction under this Ordinance, a person who fails to install or to maintain erosion and
sediment controls in accordance with an approved plan shall be liable to the County or the State in a civil action,
for damages in an amount equal to double the cost of installing or maintaining the controls.
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(4)
Any governing authority that recovers damages in accordance with this subsection shall deposit them in a
special fund, to be used solely for:
(A)
Correcting to the extent possible the failure to implement or maintain erosion and sediment controls; and
(B)
Administration of the sediment control program.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-142. - Modifications to Approved Erosion and Sediment Control Plans.
(a)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District may require the revision of approved plans as necessary.
Modifications may be requested by the owner/developer, the inspection agency, or the County in accordance
with COMAR 26.17.01.09(H) Plan Modifications.
(b)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall develop a list of minor modifications that may be approved
as field revisions by the inspection agency. The Administration shall review and approve any list of minor
modifications prior to its implementation.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-143. - Time Limits.
(a)
Generally. Grading or drainage system connection permits shall be issued for a period not to exceed two (2)
years where the estimated cost of work is less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) and for a
period not to exceed three (3) years where the estimated cost of work is equal to or more than Five Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00). The permittee shall fully perform and complete all of the work shown on the
plans within the time limit specified in the permit.
(b)
Extension. Prior to the expiration of a grading permit, the permittee may present a written request for an
extension to the Director. If an extension is warranted, it may be granted in one year increments, one year at a
time. Extension fees for grading shall be calculated at the same rate as permit fees, and based on the amount of
site area that has not received final inspection approval. Extension fees for storm drain, stormwater management
(private and public systems outside the public right of way) shall be calculated at twenty-five percent (25%) of
the same rate as the permit fee. Extension fees for road construction included in a grading permit shall be
calculated in accordance with Section 23-122 of the County Code. The applicability of bonding requirements
shall be adjusted accordingly. Application for permit renewal and extension shall be made at least sixty (60)
days prior to the permit expiration date.
(c)
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Permit Expiration and Renewal. Application for permit renewal and extension shall be made at least sixty (60)
days prior to the permit expiration date.
(d)
Extension beyond 6 years. If, in the opinion of the Director, a permit extension beyond six (6) years is
warranted, it may be granted in one year increments. Such extensions require justification from the permittee
and approval by the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement.
(e)
No Activity. If no site work and/or no site inspections have occurred in a six (6) month period, the County may,
in its sole discretion, default or close the permit.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015; CB-38-2021)
Sec. 32-144. - Inspection and Supervision.
(a)
The Director or his designee shall inspect all work and shall require that the permittee furnish adequate
supervision, documentation of satisfactory testing and compaction prepared and certified by a professional
engineer duly registered in the State of Maryland for all Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 fills as deemed necessary.
(b)
After the issuance of a grading permit, the permittee, the contractor and/or their agents shall attend a
preconstruction meeting on-site with the Director or his designee on each site requiring an approved sediment
and erosion control plan.
(c)
After obtaining the initial site grading permit(s), the permittee shall obtain written inspection approvals by the
Director at the following stages in the development of the site or of each phase of development thereof:
(1)
Upon completion of installation of tree protection devices, followed by the installation of perimeter erosion and
sediment controls, prior to proceeding with any other earth disturbance or grading. Other building or grading
inspection approvals may not be authorized until initial approval of the tree protection devices and perimeter
erosion and sediment controls has been obtained;
(2)
Upon completion of stripping, the stockpiling of top soil, the construction of temporary sediment and erosion
control facilities, disposal of all waste material and preparation of the ground;
(3)
Upon completion of rough grading, but prior to placing top soil, permanent drainage, or other site development
improvements and ground covers;
(4)
Upon completion of final grading, permanent drainage and erosion control facilities including established
ground covers and planting, and all other work required by the permit. The Director may make additional
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inspections as might be deemed appropriate.
(d)
Work shall not proceed beyond the stages outlined above until the Director or his designee inspects the site and
approves the work previously completed. Requests for inspections shall be made at least twenty-four (24) hours
in advance (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and holidays) of the time the inspection is desired.
(e)
The owner/developer shall maintain a copy of the approved erosion and sediment control plan on site.
(f)
Every active site having an approved erosion and sediment control plan should be inspected for compliance with
the plan on average, once every two (2) weeks.
(g)
The County shall notify the on-site personnel or the owner/developer in writing when violations are observed,
describing:
(1)
The nature of the violation;
(2)
The required corrective action; and
(3)
The time period in which to have the violation corrected.
(h)
Right of Entry: It shall be a condition of every grading or building permit that the County has the right to enter
property periodically to inspect for compliance with the approved plan and this Ordinance.
(i)
Complaints: The County shall accept and investigate complaints regarding erosion and sediment control
concerns from any interested parties and:
(1)
Conduct an initial investigation within three (3) working days from receipt of the complaint;
(2)
Notify the complainant of the initial investigation and findings within seven (7) days from receipt of the
complaint; and
(3)
Take appropriate action when violations are discovered during the course of the complaint investigation.
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(j)
For inspection and enforcement of the woodland conservation program and the erosion and sediment control
program, the following shall be required:
(1)
Ensure that approved tree conservation plans and approved Erosion and Sediment Control plans and permits are
on the site and are complied with;
(2)
Ensure that every active site having an erosion and sediment control plan is inspected for compliance with the
approved plan on the average of once every two weeks; and
(3)
Prepare written reports after every inspection that describe:
(A)
The date and location of this site inspection;
(B)
Whether the approved plan has been properly implemented and maintained;
(C)
Practical deficiencies or erosion and sediment control plan deficiencies; and
(D)
If a violation exists, the type of enforcement action that is taken.
(E)
If applicable, a description of any modifications to the plan.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-145. - Reports.
(a)
Periodic reports of land grading activities and the supervision, testing and compaction control documenting the
compaction of fill and certifying the acceptability and location of all fills shall be submitted to the Director.
Where so directed, an as-built plan and the reports shall include certification of the adequacy of:
(1)
Stripped areas and benched or keyed surfaces prepared to receive fills;
(2)
Removal of unsuitable materials;
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(3)
Fill placement locations and depths;
(4)
Construction of erosion control facilities, drainage devices, buttress fills, subdrains, retaining walls and other
grading appurtenances; and
(5)
Elevations of all rough grading completed.
(b)
Prepare written reports after every inspection that describe:
(1)
The date and location of this site inspection;
(2)
Whether the approved plan has been properly implemented and maintained;
(3)
Practical deficiencies or erosion and sediment control plan deficiencies;
(4)
If a violation exists, the type of enforcement action that is taken; and
(5)
If applicable, a description of any modifications to the plan.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-146. - Change of Ownership.
The transfer of ownership of a site or any portion thereof by a permittee shall not relieve such permittee from
any obligations under this Division.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-147. - Final Reports.
Upon completion of the work, the Director shall require a report from a registered professional engineer,
surveyor or architect certifying that all site work and facilities have been completed in accordance with the
conditions of the permit, the approved plans and specifications, with the minimum standards of this Division,
with a specific listing of all waivers as might have been approved.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-148. - Certification of Completion.
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Upon receipt and approval of the final reports, if required by Section 32-147, and upon determining that all
permitted work has been satisfactorily completed in conformance with this Subtitle, the Director will issue a
certification of completion, the same being prerequisite to the return of the cash deposit or release of bond in
whole or part pursuant to Section 32-135.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-149. - Maintenance.
On any property on which grading or other work has been performed pursuant to a permit granted under this
Division, the permittee or owner, or the agent, contractor and employees of the permittee or owner shall
continuously maintain and repair all graded surfaces and erosion control facilities, drainage structures or means
and other protective devices, plantings and ground cover installed and completed.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-150. - Existing Conditions.
(a)
Remedy of Defects. Deficiencies, Discharges, Connections and Maintenance. Whenever and wherever the
Director finds that any existing grading, drainage, ground condition, discharge or drainage connection is
defective, deficient or illegal under the requirements of this Division and constitutes or creates a public nuisance
or hazard, or will result in adverse impacts to water quality or may cause damage to property, drainage system,
or a watercourse, then and in such event the owner/permittee of the property upon which condition is located, or
the person responsible for the condition, upon receipt of notice in writing from the Director, shall within the
period specified therein, secure the required permit, perform or cause to be performed the required remedial
work, repairs or maintenance so as to correct and remedy the defect or condition, and to be in conformance with
the requirements of this Division and other requirements of this Subtitle.
(b)
Disregard of Notice to Remedy Condition; Penalty or Enforcement. Failure to complete or undertake the
required remedial work within the period specified shall constitute a violation(s) pursuant to Sections 32-107
and 32-118 of this Subtitle. If an act, omission or condition constituting a violation is of a continuing nature,
each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. The actual application of the penalty
provisions of these Sections, or the possible prospective application thereof shall not preclude the enforced
removal, correction or abatement of prohibited conditions or use through appropriate proceedings in a court of
law. The notice provisions of Sections 32-107 and 32-118 and as amended herein shall not be applicable when,
in the determination of the Director, there is an unsafe condition of soil or premises, or both, which constitutes a
violation of one or more of the provisions of this Division and is a serious, immediate threat to the health or
safety of the general public or adjacent property.
(c)
Emergency Measures. The application of such penalty shall not preclude the enforced removal, abatement or
correction of the conditions which were found to be in noncompliance, through appropriate proceedings in a
court of law. In addition, the County may take those actions necessary to correct the situation, and all costs
incurred therefore shall be recovered from the responsible person in accordance with Section 32-108(e), or
through other legal recourse.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-151. - Site Grades.
(a)
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Site grades shall be adapted to establish street grades and topography, preserving to the extent feasible the
natural contours, existing woodlands, specimen trees and terrain features.
(b)
Concentrated surface drainage from each lot or parcel shall discharge directly, or through no more than one (1)
adjacent lot unless suitable easements are granted to accommodate its flow into a publicly maintained drainage
system, street or continuously flowing natural watercourse. Easements may not be required if, in the opinion of
the Director, it can be demonstrated by a Maryland registered professional engineer that the concentrated surface
drainage is insignificant and/or will not adversely affect adjacent properties.
(1)
Slope Limitations. In effecting the foregoing objectives, the slope limitations specified in Table 4 herein and
elsewhere in this Division shall be followed. The exact value shall be determined by the preparer of the plan to
suit each specified site.
TABLE 4 - SITE SLOPE LIMITATIONS
FEATURE

MAXIMUM

MINIMUM

Setback of Building from edge Building Pad or Shelf

—

10 ft. *

Slope of Pad or Shelf Away from Building,
Residential

30" in 10'

10" in 10'

Slope of Pad or Shelf Away from Building,
All Others

—

10" in 10'

Yards or Lawns

3:1

2 ½%

Slope of Terraces, Slopes or Banks, Residential

3:1

—

Slope of Terraces, Slopes or Banks, all others

2:1

—

Side Slope of Swale or Ditch

3:1

10:1

Longitudinal Gradient of Sodded Swale or Ditch

4% or **

2%

Slope patios-longitudinal pitch (end to end) and Lateral
1/4" in 12"
pitch (side to side) away from the Building

1/8" in 12"

Driveways - lateral pitch
(side to side) away from Building
Sidewalks and leadwalks - lateral pitch

1/2" in 12"
48:1

1/8" in 12"
—

Driveways - longitudinal
pitch (end to end) away from the Building
Sidewalks and leadwalks - longitudinal

12.5%
12:1

1%
—

Parking Lots and Areas

7%

1%

* Minimum from sides of single-family residences and from ends of a townhouse complex is four (4) feet.
** The slope that will yield a velocity no greater than four (4) feet per second.

(2)
Exception. Slopes steeper than 3:1 may remain undisturbed and undeveloped when preserving a forested area;
however, a soils analysis may be required by the Director if the long term stability of the slope is in question.
(3)
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Building Types and Designs. Selection of building types and designs shall be coordinated with, and shall be
considered secondary to, conformance of the site grading to the foregoing objectives, the preferred slope
limitations, and other requirements of this Division.
(4)
Factor of Safety. All slopes shall have a factor of safety of 1.5.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-152. - Ground Stabilization.
(a)
All graded surfaces shall have suitable soil for permanent vegetative growth; free of any rocks, stones or other
nonirreducible/nonorganic matter larger than one and one-half (1 ½) inches in diameter; disked and raked; and
shall be limed, fertilized, seeded, mulched with tack or sodded, planted or otherwise protected from erosion; and
shall be watered, tended and maintained until growth is well established.
(1)
Topsoil shall be in accordance with the Maryland Department of the Environment, Standards and Specifications
for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, B-4-2 Standards and Specifications for Soil Preparation, Topsoiling and
Soil Amendments or approved subsequent revisions thereof.
(2)
Stabilization methods and materials shall be in accordance with the Maryland Department of the Environment,
Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control, B-4-4, B-4-5, Standards and Specifications for
Temporary and Permanent Stabilization, or approved subsequent revisions thereof.
(3)
Upon completion of the work, a vegetative ground cover certification from a registered professional engineer,
surveyor, or landscape architect shall be provided certifying that all disturbed or graded surfaces on the project
site, with exception of areas shown on the plan that do not apply, have permanent vegetative growth and that the
vegetative materials were placed in accordance with this Section and have been completed in accordance with
the conditions of the permit, the approved plans and specifications, and with the minimum standards of this
Division, with specific listing of all waivers as might have been approved.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-153. - Contents, Review and Approval of the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.
(a)
No grading permit shall be issued for areas to be disturbed in excess of five thousand (5,000) square feet or one
hundred (100) cubic yards of earth moved without an approved erosion and sediment control plan which meets
the requirements of the Prince George's Soil Conservation District, this Division, the State Sediment Control
Regulations, COMAR 26.17.01, and the Standards and Specifications. The plan shall include sufficient
information to evaluate the environmental characteristics of the affected areas, the potential impacts of the
proposed grading on water resources, and the effectiveness and acceptability of measures proposed to minimize
soil erosion and off-site sedimentation. This plan shall serve as a basis for all subsequent grading and
stabilization. The applicant shall certify on the plan that all clearing, grading, drainage, construction and
development shall be conducted in strict accordance with the plan.
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(b)
At a minimum, applicants shall submit the following information to the Prince George's Soil Conservation
District:
(1)
A letter of transmittal and/or application known as a site analysis;
(2)
A vicinity sketch indicating north arrow, scale and other information necessary to easily locate the property;
(3)
Drainage area map(s) showing existing, interim, and proposed topography, proposed improvements, standard
symbols for proposed sediment control features, and pertinent drainage information including provisions to
protect downstream areas from erosion for a minimum of 200 feet downstream or to the next conveyance
system;
(4)
The location of natural resources, wetlands, floodplains, highly erodible soils, slopes 15 percent and steeper, and
any other sensitive areas;
(5)
A general description of the predominant soil types on the site, as described by the appropriate soil survey
information available through the Prince George's Soil Conservation District or the USDA Natural Resources
Soils Conservation Service;
(6)
Proposed stormwater management practices;
(7)
An Erosion and sediment control plan at an appropriate scale, including at least:
(A)
Name, address and telephone number of:
(i)
The owner of the property where the grading is proposed;
(ii)
The applicant; and
(iii)
The developer.
(B)
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The existing topography and improvements as well as proposed topography and improvements at a scale
between 1" = 10' and 1" = 50' with 2 foot contours or other approved contour interval;
(C)
Scale, project and sheet title, and north arrow on each plan sheet;
(D)
The proposed grading and earth disturbance including:
(i)
Total disturbed area;
(ii)
Volume of cut and fill quantities;
(iii)
Volume of borrow and spoil quantities;
(iv)
Specific limits of disturbance consistent to that shown on an approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan; and
(v)
A clear and definite delineation of all woodland conservation areas and areas to remain undisturbed consistent
with the approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan;
(E)
Scale, project and sheet title, and north arrow on each plan sheet;
(F)
The limit of disturbance (LOD) including:
(i)
Limit of grading (grading units, if applicable); and
(ii)
Initial, interim, and final phases;
(G)
Storm drainage features, including:
(i)
Existing and proposed bridges, storm drains, culverts, outfalls, etc;
(ii)
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Velocities and quantities of peak flow rates at outfalls for the two-year and ten-year frequency storm events; and
(iii)
Site conditions around points of all surface water discharge from the site;
(H)
Erosion and sediment control practices to minimize on-site erosion and prevent off-site sedimentation including:
(i)
The salvage and reuse of top soil;
(ii)
Phased construction and implementation of grading unit(s) to minimize disturbances, both in extent and
duration, not to exceed 20 acres;
(iii)
Location and type of all proposed erosion and sediment control practices;
(iv)
Design details and data for all erosion and sediment control practices; and
(v)
Specifications for temporary and permanent stabilization measures including, at a minimum:
(aa)
The "Standard Stabilization Note" on the plan stating: "Following initial soil disturbance or re-disturbance,
permanent or temporary stabilization must be completed within:
(I)
Three (3) calendar days as to the surface of all perimeter dikes, swales, ditches, perimeter slopes, and all slopes
steeper than 3 horizontal to 1 vertical (3:1); and
(II)
Seven (7) calendar days as to all other disturbed or graded areas on the project site not under active grading."
(bb)
Details for areas requiring accelerated stabilization; and
(cc)
Maintenance requirements as defined in the Standards and Specifications;
(8)
Design details for structural controls;
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(9)
Details of temporary and permanent stabilization measures including placement of the statement on the plan that
following initial soil disturbance or redisturbance, permanent or temporary stabilization shall be completed
within seven (7) calendar days for the surface of all perimeter dikes, swales, ditches, perimeter slopes and all
slopes greater than 3 horizontal to 1 vertical (3:1), and for all embankments of ponds, basins and traps; and
fourteen (14) days for all other disturbed or graded areas on the project site provided that the requirements of
this Section do not apply to those areas which are shown on the plan and are currently being used for material
storage or for those areas on which actual construction activities are currently being performed or to interior
areas of a surface mine site where the stabilization material would contaminate the recoverable resource;
(10)
A sequence of construction describing the relationship between the implementation and maintenance of controls,
including permanent and temporary stabilization and the various stages or phases of earth disturbance and
construction. Any changes or revisions to the sequence of construction must be approved by the Prince George's
Soil Conservation District prior to proceeding with construction. The sequence of construction shall, at a
minimum, include a schedule and time frame for the following:
(A)
Request for a pre-construction meeting with the Department;
(B)
Clearing and grubbing for those areas necessary for installation of perimeter controls;
(C)
Construction and stabilization of perimeter controls within installed perimeter controls;
(D)
Remaining clearing and grubbing;
(E)
Road grading;
(F)
Grading for the remainder of the site;
(G)
Utility installation and connections to existing structures;
(H)
Construction of buildings, roads, and other construction;
(I)
Final grading, landscaping and stabilization;
(J)
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Construction of buildings, roads and other construction;
(K)
Installation of stormwater management measures;
(L)
Approval of the appropriate enforcement authority prior to removal of sediment controls; and
(M)
Removal of controls and stabilization of areas that are disturbed by removal of sediment controls.
(11)
A statement placed on the plan indicating that the owner/developer or representative shall request that the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement or its agent approve work completed in accordance
with the approved erosion and sediment control plan, the grading or building permit, and this Division, and that
the owner/developer or representative shall obtain written inspection approvals by the Director or his designee at
the following stages in the development of the site, or of each subdivision thereof:
(A)
Prior to the start of earth disturbance;
(B)
Upon completion of installation of tree protection devices, followed by the installation of perimeter erosion and
sediment controls, prior to proceeding with any other earth disturbance or grading. Other building or grading
inspection approvals may not be authorized until initial approval by the Department is made;
(C)
Upon completion of stripping, the stockpiling of top soil, the construction of temporary sediment and erosion
control facilities, disposal of all waste material and preparation of the ground;
(D)
Upon completion of rough grading, but prior to placing top soil, permanent drainage or other site development
improvements and ground covers;
(E)
Prior to the start of another phase of construction or opening of another grading unit;
(F)
Prior to the removal of sediment control practices; and
(G)
Upon completion of final grading, reforestation, permanent drainage, and erosion control facilities including
established ground covers and planting, and all other work of the building permit;
(12)
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Certification by the owner/developer or permittee that any clearing, grading, construction or development, or all
of these, will be done pursuant to the approved erosion and sediment control plan. The certification must also
require that responsible personnel involved in the construction project will have a Certification of Training at a
State of Maryland Department of the Environment approved training program (i.e. Green Card Certification) for
the control of sediment and erosion before beginning the project. The Certification of Training for Responsible
Personnel requirement may be waived by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District on any project
involving four (4) or fewer residential units. Additionally, the owner/developer shall allow right of entry for
periodic on-site evaluation by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District, the Department, and/or MDE;
(13)
Certification by a professional engineer, land surveyor, landscape architect (only for plans with no hydraulic and
hydrologic calculations), or forester (for forest harvest operations only) registered in the State that the plans have
been designed in accordance with erosion and sediment control laws, regulations, and standards, if required by
the Prince George's Soil Conservation District or the Administration; and
(14)
In approving the plan, the Prince George's Soil Conservation District may require any additional information or
data deemed appropriate and/or may impose such conditions thereto as may be deemed necessary to ensure
compliance with the provisions of this Division, the State Sediment Control Regulations, COMAR 26.17.01, the
Standards and Specifications, or the preservation of public health and safety.
(c)
Review and Approval of Erosion and Sediment Control Plans.
(1)
A person may not grade land without an erosion and sediment control plan approved by the Prince George's Soil
Conservation District if the site is not exempt from these requirements.
(2)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District shall review erosion and sediment control plans to determine
compliance with this Ordinance and the Standards and Specifications prior to approval. In approving the plan,
the Prince George's Soil Conservation District may impose such conditions that may be deemed necessary to
ensure compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance, COMAR 26.17.01, the Standards and Specifications,
and the preservation of public health and safety.
(3)
The review and approval process shall be in accordance with the comprehensive and integrated plan approval
process described in the Standards and Specifications, Prince George's County Stormwater Ordinance, and the
Act.
(4)
At a minimum, a concept plan must include the mapping of natural resources and sensitive areas including
highly erodible soils and slopes greater than 15 percent as well as information required under Prince George's
County Stormwater Ordinance. These areas are to remain undisturbed or an explanation must be included with
either the concept or site development plan describing enhanced protection strategies for these areas during
construction. Approved concept sediment control plans remain valid for three (3) years from the date of approval
unless extended or renewed by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(5)
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A site development plan submittal must include all concept plan information and indicate how proposed erosion
and sediment control practices will be integrated with proposed stormwater management practices. The latter is
being done through a narrative and an overlay plan showing both ESD and erosion and sediment control
practices. An initial sequence of construction and proposed project phasing to achieve the grading unit
restriction should be submitted at this time. Approved site development sediment control plans remain valid for
three (3) years from the date of approval unless extended or renewed by the Prince George's Soil Conservation
District.
(6)
An applicant shall submit a final erosion and sediment control plan to the Prince George's Soil Conservation
District for review and approval. The plan must include all of the information required by the concept and site
development plans as well as any information in this Section.
(7)
A final erosion and sediment control plan shall not be considered approved without the inclusion of the signature
and date of signature of the Prince George's Soil Conservation District on the plan.
(8)
Final erosion and sediment control plans remain valid for two (2) years from the date of approval unless
extended or renewed by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(9)
Grandfathering of Approved Plans:
(A)
Any plans that receive final approval after January 9, 2013 must be in compliance with the erosion and sediment
control requirements of this Ordinance and the Standards and Specifications.
(B)
A plan that receives final approval by January 9, 2013 may be reapproved under its existing conditions if
grading activities have begun on the site by January 9, 2015, with the exception of stabilization requirements.
(C)
Stabilization practices on all sites must be in compliance with the erosion and sediment control requirements of
this Ordinance and the Standards and Specifications by January 9, 2013, regardless of when an approved erosion
and sediment control plan was approved.
(d)
The erosion and sediment control plan must be designed in concert with a site's stormwater management plan as
required by the Stormwater Management Act of 2007 (Act). The Act requires an integrated review of erosion
and sediment control plans and stormwater management plans via a comprehensive plan review process to
ensure that environmental site design (ESD) is implemented to the maximum extent practicable (MEP) on all
sites.
(e)
Standard Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.
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(1)
The Prince George's Soil Conservation District may adopt a standard erosion and sediment control plan for
activities with minor earth disturbances, such as single-family residences, small commercial and other similar
building sites, minor maintenance grading, and minor utility construction.
(2)
A standard erosion and sediment control plan must meet the requirements of this Ordinance and the Standards
and Specifications.
(3)
MDE shall review and approve a standard plan prior to its adoption.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-154. - Preparation of Ground.
(a)
The entire area, or each subdivision thereof, included within the limits of proposed cut and fill shall be stripped
with particular emphasis on the removal of all root mat, trash, organic matter, and otherwise objectionable,
noncomplying and unsuitable materials and soils. All previously placed uncontrolled fill shall be removed from
areas to receive class 1 fill for a building or structure that is to be erected. No building or structure shall be
erected on class III fill material.
(1)
Prior to placing class 1 fill, the ground surface, if within five (5) feet of finished grade, or foundation base
elevation, shall be compacted so that the top six (6) inches achieves a density of not less than ninety percent
(90%) of maximum density as defined in Section 32-158.
(2)
No class 1 or 2 load-bearing fill shall be placed on frozen ground. Class 3 fill may be placed on frozen ground.
(3)
Natural and/or existing slopes steeper than five (5) horizontal to one (1) vertical shall be benched or
continuously stepped into competent materials prior to placing fill of any class. Fills toeing out on natural slopes
steeper than four (4) horizontal to one (1) vertical shall not be made unless approved by the Director after receipt
of a report by a soil engineer certifying that he has investigated the property, made soil tests, and that, in his
opinion, such steeper slopes will safely support the proposed fill.
(4)
All specimen trees within or adjacent to areas of proposed disturbance shall be protected in accordance with the
approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan. Where Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan is not required, all specimen
trees within or adjacent to areas of disturbance shall be protected by appropriate tree protection devices placed
outside the drip line of the tree.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-155. - Waste Materials.
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(a)
All objectionable, noncomplying and unsuitable materials and soils, and surplus complying earth encountered on
the site or as developed during the construction operation, shall be classed as waste, and shall be immediately
removed and disposed of by hauling to a County authorized refuse disposal area or sanitary landfill, or as
follows:
(1)
Combustibles, such as litter, trash, root mat, brush, trees, stumps by stockpiling, and subsequent burning on site,
as regulated by other codes, or if considered salvageable as lumber, firewood, etc., by removal and hauling away.
These materials shall not be dumped, piled or buried on the site or at any location other than a County authorized
refuse disposal area and/or landfills.
(2)
Brick, broken concrete and asphalt, by inclusion as part of fill material pursuant to Section 32-157.
(3)
Top soil - by direct placement or interim stockpiling and subsequent placement in the uppermost layer
immediately below finished grade in areas proposed for landscaping on the site or by placement in intermittent
layers in class 3 fills on the site.
(4)
Surplus complying earth and topsoil, by hauling away, or placement at only those sites elsewhere for which a
permit has been issued. Dumping on other sites, not under permit is not permitted.
(5)
The general contractor or party responsible for construction shall provide a sufficient number of covered
containers at the construction site to contain litter and trash for timely disposal at a County authorized refuse
disposal facility. For the purpose of this Section, litter and trash shall mean litter as defined by Section 13-261 of
this Code, but shall not include any building or construction wastes.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-156. - Fill — Classes.
(a)
The grading plans and specifications shall specify and delineate the use and extent of fills in accordance with the
following classifications:
(1)
Class 1 fill — Load-bearing fills proposed for support of buildings, walls, and other structures, the function
thereof which would be especially impaired by settlement.
(2)
Class 2 fill — Load-bearing fills proposed for support of roadways, pavements, rigid utility lines, house
connections, and structures which would not be especially impaired by moderate settlement.
(3)
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Class 3 fill — Common fills proposed for lawns, landscape plantings, or for other nonload-bearing usage.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-157. - Fill — Materials.
(a)
All Class 1 and 2 fills shall consist of readily compactable soils meeting the following minimum requirements:
(1)
No inclusions of ice or snow, organic or other deleterious materials subject to decay and high shrink-swell soils
shall be permitted.
(2)
No rock or similar irreducible material with a maximum dimension greater than eighteen (18) inches shall be
buried or placed in any portion of the fill, with the top two and one-half (2½) feet below finished grade,
foundations and utility service connections having nothing larger than eight (8) inches in any dimension, unless
permitted by the Director after receipt of a report by a soil engineer certifying that he has investigated the
property and the fill materials, and that a fill including oversized materials may be constructed to meet the intent
of this Division.
(b)
Class 3 fills may include the more difficult to compact soils, at other than optimum moisture content; rock and
similar irreducible materials without limit as to size provided no detectable voids are formed, into which
overlying soils may later be displaced; and top soil, intermittently layered with nonorganic soil. In other than
rock gardens, at least twelve (12) inches of top soil must cover all rock or irreducible materials with a maximum
dimension greater than eight (8) inches.
(c)
The material must be free of contamination levels of any pollutant which is, or may be considered to represent, a
possible health hazard to the public or may be detrimental to surface or ground water quality, or may cause
damage to property or the drainage system.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-158. - Fill — Compaction.
(a)
Each layer of Class 1 and Class 2 fills shall be compacted at optimum moisture content (plus or minus two (2)
percentage points), and to a minimum of ninety-five percent (95%) and ninety percent (90%), respectively, of
maximum density as determined in the laboratory by the Standard Proctor Test (AASHTO T-99, ASTM D-698).
Each layer of Class 3 fills shall be compacted sufficiently to support customarily used tracked spreading
equipment and upon completion to be stable and after planting to prevent erosion. Other methods of compaction
that the Director deems appropriate and result in an equal or better quality of compaction for Class 1 and 2 fills
may be accepted.
(1)
Lower degrees of compaction may be permitted by the Director after receipt of a report by a soil engineer
certifying that the soil engineer has investigated the subsoils of the site, has tested representative fill materials
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and that, in the opinion of the soil engineer, such lower degree of compaction will be adequate for the intended
use of the fill.
(2)
In-place (field) density shall be determined in accordance with the ASTM test method D-1556-82E, D-2922-91
or AASHTO T-191-86, T-238-86.
(3)
All fills shall be placed in approximately horizontal layers, each layer having a loose thickness of not more than
eight (8) inches for Class 1, twelve (12) inches for Class 2 and two (2) feet for Class 3 fills. If approved by the
Director, thicker lifts may be permitted only upon submittal of adequate density test documentation of limited
test fills.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-159. - Subgrade — Compaction.
The top eight (8) inches of soil in cut, or the required Class 2 fill sections to be used as subgrade for support of
patios, building floor slabs, driveways, parking pads and lots, sidewalks and other structures which would not be
especially impaired by moderate settlement shall be compacted, or recompacted, to at least ninety percent (90%)
of maximum density as determined by the Standard Proctor test.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-160. - Slopes.
(a)
Within the limitations specified in Section 32-151 and elsewhere, slopes of site grading, drainage and other
improvements and facilities shall be determined by the preparer of the plan to suit the specific site and in
accordance with accepted engineering practice.
(1)
No fill or cut shall be made which creates an exposed surface steeper in slope than two (2) horizontal to one (1)
vertical unless specifically waived by the Director after receipt of a report by a soil engineer certifying that the
engineer has investigated the property, and that, in the engineer's opinion, such steeper slope will be structurally
stable and that the ground cover to be used is of a low maintenance type and will effectively control erosion.
(2)
The Director may require that slopes be constructed with exposed surface flatter than those shown in Section 32151, or may require such other measures as the Director deems necessary for stability and safety.
(3)
Sides of temporary excavations made for foundations, buildings, and utility installations shall be protected,
shored, or sloped as required by regulations of the Maryland State Department of Labor and Industry.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-161. - Slopes — Setbacks.
(a)
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Cut and fill slopes steeper than four (4) horizontal and one (1) vertical shall be set back from property lines and
buildings shall be set back from cut or fill slopes in accordance with Figures 1 and 2 herein.
(1)
Fill placed above the top of an existing or proposed surface with a slope steeper than three (3) horizontal to one
(1) vertical shall be set back from the top of the slope a minimum distance of six (6) feet.
(2)
The setbacks established by this Section are minimum and may be increased by the Director, if the Director
deems it necessary for safety or stability, or to prevent possible damage from water, soil or debris.
(3)
The Director may reduce the required setback from property lines where:
(A)
The Director determines the necessity for the setback to be eliminated or reduced by the construction of
retaining walls or because the owner/permittee has the right to extend slopes onto the adjacent property; or
(B)
After receipt of a report by a soil engineer certifying that the soil engineer has investigated the property and that
in the engineer's opinion the reduction in the set back will not endanger any public or private property or result
in the deposition of sediment or debris on any public way.
MINIMUM SETBACK REQUIREMENTS
for Slopes Steeper than 4:1
H in Feet

Toe if Fill from
property line
a

Top of cut from
property line
d

Building from toe
or top of slope
b

0 - 10

4'

2'

10'

10 - 30

8'

4'

15'

over 30

12'

6'

20'

SLOPE SETBACK FROM PROPERTY LINE - Figure 1
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BUILDING SETBACK - Figure 2

(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-162. - On-Site Drainage.
(a)
The following provisions apply to the safe conveyance and disposal of drainage to prevent erosion and property
damage.
(1)
Drainage facilities, including but not limited to sump pumps, foundation drains, trench drains and under drains,
shall be provided and shall be discharged into a publicly maintained drainage system or continuously flowing
natural water course to safely convey surface and ground water in such a manner to prevent detrimental erosion,
overflow, ponding or nuisance of any kind in accordance with applicable design criteria, standards and
procedures as contained herein and as required by approved standards and regulations of the Prince George's
County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(2)
Unless intended by design for water quality and quantity purposes, the ponding of water shall not be permitted
particularly above cut or fill slopes or on drainage terraces, nor shall new development cause water to be
impounded on adjacent property. Adequate drainage facilities shall be provided to prevent such ponding.
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Existing ponding (ponding not created by development) may remain in undisturbed, undeveloped, forested
areas, unless it has objectionable effects.
(3)
Cut and fill slopes shall be terraced wherever the vertical interval (height) of any 2:1 slope exceeds twenty (20)
feet; for 3:1 slope it shall be increased to thirty (30) feet; and for 4:1 to forty (40) feet. Benches shall be located
to divide the slope face as equally as possible and shall convey the water to a stable outlet. Drainage terraces
shall be a minimum of six (6) feet wide with an absolute minimum invert gradient of between two percent (2%)
and a maximum invert gradient of three percent (3%), unless accompanied by appropriate design and
calculations, and with a ten to one (10:1) lateral slope toward the toe of the upper bank, and must convey water
with minimum six (6) inch freeboard to a safe disposal area.
(4)
The permittee and the owner shall make adequate provisions to prevent any surface waters from materially
damaging the face of any and all earth surfaces, excavation or fill. All such earth surfaces shall be temporarily
and/or permanently protected from surface water runoff from above by interceptor and diversion berms, swales
brow or berm ditches, and shall be sodded, seeded and/or planted unless, upon the recommendation of the Prince
George's Soil Conservation District, the Director determines such treatment is unnecessary and specifically
waives this requirement pursuant to Section 32-132.
(5)
All areas designed for buildings pads shall be graded to slope away from the building in conformance with the
limitations in Section 32-151.
(6)
All drainage terraces, interceptor and diversion berms, swales and ditches shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with standards contained elsewhere herein and when required, shall be piped or paved or otherwise
improved. In order for drainage to discharge into natural watercourses such natural ground shall be protected
from erosion by an adequate amount of riprap or by other measures. Flows exceeding three (3) cubic feet per
second will not be permitted in open facilities such as swales and ditches, but shall be conveyed in enclosed
storm drain systems. Concentrated flow in driveways, parking lots and access lanes shall not exceed one-half
(1/2) the width of paving, or ten (10) feet, whichever is less.
(7)
Overflows from one hundred (100) year storm shall be traced through the site and intervening area to their
locations of discharge into a natural stream and, at critical locations, their hydraulic gradient determined to
ascertain that the proposed construction does not flood or damage existing and proposed buildings or structures
along the trace, as required by Division 4 of this Subtitle.
(8)
Springs and surface seeps and other ground waters having objectionable effects shall be capped with stone
and/or sand with interlaced tile drains or perforated pipes connecting into a piped outfall to a public storm
drainage system or continuously flowing natural watercourse.
(9)
Unless otherwise permitted by Federal, State or local regulations, or the provisions of this Division, the
discharge of pollutants onto land, to a drainage system, or to a watercourse within the County is prohibited.
(10)
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All drainage system rights-of-way and easements shall be used by the County for the purposes of the
administration of this Division to conduct activities related to enforcement, compliance, investigation and
surveillance.
(11)
Downspout discharge may discharge to a properly graded area provided the point of discharge at the Building
Restriction Line (BRL) or ten (10) feet from any property line and conveyed by splash block oriented parallel to
said line. If the downspouts are connected into an underground drainage system, a cleanout valve and air gap for
blockage overflow is required.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-163. - Completion of Site Development.
Site development shall be completed in accordance with the approved plans prior to the Director of the
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement granting occupancy of any building or structure on the
site. The site work shall be completed prior to, or at the same time as, the completion of the buildings or
structures. Adequate and acceptable completion of recreational facilities, landscaping, parking, parking lighting,
retaining walls, and other site work shall be in compliance with the approved site plans and other conditions.
The requirements of the approved Type 2 Tree Conservation Plan shall be completed prior to the issuance of the
use and occupancy permit.
(CB-15-2011; CB-27-2014)
Sec. 32-164. - Grading, Drainage and Erosion Control Standards.
(a)
The design, testing, installation and maintenance of grading, drainage and erosion control operations and
facilities shall meet the minimum requirements set forth in the Standards listed herein.
(1)
Soils.
(A)
ASTM Standards, Volume 0408 Titled Natural Building Stones, Soil and Rock, by the American Society for
Testing and Materials, Philadelphia.
(B)
ASTM Designation D-1556-82E, Density of Soil in Place by the Sand-Cone Method.
(C)
ASTM Designation D-698-82E, Moisture-Density relations of Soils and Soil Aggregate Mixtures Using 5.5 -lb.
(2.50 kg) Rammer and 12 in. (457 MM) Drop.
(D)
Maryland Department of the Environment, Maryland Standards and Specifications for Soil Erosion and
Sediment Control (as amended).
(2)
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Drainage. Subtitle 23 titled "Roads and Sidewalks," the Prince George's County Code; Prince George's County,
Maryland, Stormwater Management Design Manual (as amended).
(3)
Erosion Control. Soil Survey of Prince George's County, Maryland issued December 2009 Maryland Standards
and Specifications for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control. Maryland Department of the Environment, Current
Maryland Standards and Specifications for Soil and Erosion Control.
(4)
Subtitle 25 titled "Trees and Vegetation," the Prince George's County Code, adopting by reference the "Prince
George's County Woodland Conservation and Tree Preservation Policy Document."
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-165. - Other Plans.
The application for a permit shall be accompanied by other plans required as determined by the nature and type
of work proposed. These plans shall reflect the various types of work or conditions on the site which may
include, but are not limited to, the following types: landscaping, storm drain, stormwater management, tree
preservation, conservation, mitigation and sediment and erosion control. These plans shall be subject to
applicable review and approval criteria.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-166. - Building Restrictions in Drinking Water Reservoir Watersheds.
(a)
No grading permit may be issued for the construction of any structure within two thousand five hundred (2,500)
feet of a drinking water reservoir except as provided by this Section.
(b)
A grading permit for the construction of a one or two-family dwelling and associated structures may be issued in
accordance with this Division.
(c)
A grading permit for any other structure may be issued in accordance with this Division provided that all
structures are served by public water and sewage systems.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-167 through Sec. 32-169. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT.
SUBDIVISION 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 32-170. - Short Title; Purpose.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall constitute and be known as the "Stormwater Management Ordinance of
Prince George's County, Maryland."
3681/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(b)
The purpose of this Division is to protect, maintain and enhance the public health, safety and general welfare by
establishing minimum requirements and procedures that control the adverse impacts with increased stormwater
runoff. The goal is to manage stormwater by using environmental site design (ESD) to the maximum extent
practicable (MEP); to maintain after development, as nearly as possible, the predevelopment runoff
characteristics; and to reduce stream channel erosion, pollution, siltation and sedimentation, and local flooding;
and to use appropriate structural best management practices (BMPs) only when absolutely necessary. This will
help to restore, as close as possible to predevelopment conditions, enhance, and maintain the chemical, physical,
and biological integrity of streams; minimize damage to public and private property; and reduce the impacts of
land development. This Division also ensures compliance with various provisions of the Federal Clean Water
Act related to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for municipal stormwater
programs and with the County's current NPDES Municipal Stormwater System Permit. This Division also is
consistent with the County's various obligations and commitments to the protection and restoration of the
Chesapeake Bay, Potomac River, Anacostia River and Patuxent River. Proper management of stormwater runoff
will minimize damage to public and private property; reduce the effects of development on land and stream
channel erosion; assist in the attainment and maintenance of water quality standards; reduce local flooding; and
maintain, as nearly as possible, the predevelopment runoff characteristics of the area.
(c)
The provisions of this Division are adopted pursuant to Environmental Article, Title 4, Subtitle 2 of the
Maryland Annotated Code 2009 replacement volume, and are adopted under the authority of the Prince George's
County Code and shall apply to all development occurring within Prince George's County including within
municipalities, except for those exemptions listed under this Division. The exceptions shall be land owned by
the Federal or State governments, the City of Bowie or agricultural land management practices. The application
of this Division and the provisions expressed herein shall be the minimum stormwater management
requirements and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by State statute. The
County Executive shall be responsible for the coordination and enforcement of the provisions of this Division.
This Ordinance applies to all new and redevelopment projects that have not received final approval for erosion
and sediment control and stormwater management plans by May 4, 2010.
(d)
The County may grant an administrative waiver to a development that received a preliminary project approval
prior to May 4, 2010. Administrative waivers expire according to (1) of this Section and may be extended
according to (2) of this Section.
(1)
Expiration of Administrative Waivers.
(A)
Except as provided in (2) of this Section, an administrative waiver shall expire on:
(i)
May 4, 2013, if the development does not receive final project approval prior to that date; or
(ii)
May 4, 2017, if the development receives final project approval prior to May 4, 2013;
(iii)
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An administrative waiver shall expire if there is a substantial change to the proposed development after the
preliminary project approval, as determined by the approving agency. A substantial change means:
(a)
An increase in impervious surface by greater than 25%; and
(b)
A change in proposed drainage basin or watershed.
(B)
Construction of stormwater management system facilities, in a final approved stormwater management plan
under Section 32-182(c), authorized pursuant to an administrative waiver must be completed by May 4, 2017 or,
if the waiver is extended as provided in (2) of this Section, by the expiration date of the waiver extension.
(2)
Extension of Administrative Waivers.
(A)
Except as provided in subsection (d)(2)(B), an administrative waiver shall not be extended.
(B)
An administrative waiver may only be extended, if, by May 4, 2010 the development:
(i)
Has received a preliminary project approval; and
(ii)
Was subject to a Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement, a Tax Increment Financing approval, or
an Annexation Agreement.
(3)
Administrative waivers extended under subsection (d)(2)(B) shall expire when the Development Rights and
Responsibilities Agreement, the Tax Increment Financing approval, or the Annexation Agreement expires.
(e)
The provisions of this Division relating to the development of land within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area are
adopted pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, and Section 8-1801 et seq.,
and shall apply to all development within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone. The provisions of
this Division may not be construed to affect the requirements for a project located in an Intense Developed Area
of the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area to comply with the 10 percent Pollution Reduction
Requirement under COMAR 27.01.02.03D(3).
(f)
The following referenced documents are necessary to provide appropriate technical guidance for the planning,
design, construction, inspection and enforcement of the provisions of this Division. These documents are revised
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periodically and it is incumbent upon property owners, planners, designers and applicants to use the most current
approved versions available. For purposes of this Division, the following documents are hereby adopted and
incorporated by reference:
(1)
The 2000 Maryland Stormwater Management Design Manual, Volumes I and II Maryland Department of the
Environment (April 2000), as amended; and
(2)
The current edition of the 2014 Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design Manual or any
subsequent revisions; and
(3)
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Maryland Conservation Practice Standard Pond Code 378
(January 2000), as amended.
(4)
Adopted Comprehensive Watershed Management Plans:
(A)
CR-61-1986 - Piscataway Creek
(B)
CR-62-1986 - Henson Creek
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-171. - Definitions.
(a)
For purposes of this Division, the following terms, phrases and words, and their derivations shall have the
meaning given herein:
(1)
Administration. The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) Water Management Administration
(WMA).
(2)
Administrative Waiver. A decision by the Director pursuant to this regulation to allow the construction of a
development to be governed by the stormwater management ordinance in effect as of May 4, 2009, in the
County where the project will be located.
(3)
Adverse Impact. Any deleterious effect on waters or wetlands, including their quality, quantity, surface area,
species composition, aesthetics or usefulness for human or natural uses which are or may potentially be harmful
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or injurious to human health, welfare, safety or property, to biological productivity, diversity, or stability or
which unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment of life, property, and including outdoor recreation.
(4)
Agricultural Land Management Practices. Those methods and procedures used in the cultivation of land in order
to further crop and livestock production and conservation of related soil and water resources.
(5)
Alternative Practice. An environmental site design practice or technique or structural stormwater management
measure that is not found in the Maryland Design Manual and is proposed during concept plan approval.
Alternative practices shall be designed to meet the criteria in the Maryland Design Manual, meet the minimum
requirements specified in Section 32-178 of this Division and be approved by the Administration.
(6)
Applicant. Any person, agent, firm or governmental agency that executes the necessary forms to procure official
approval of a project, or a permit to carry out the construction of a project.
(7)
Approval.
(A)
"Approval" means a documented action by the Department following a review to determine and acknowledge
the sufficiency of submitted material to meet the requirements of a state in the Department's development review
process.
(B)
"Approval" does not mean an acknowledgment by the Department that submitted material has been received for
review.
(8)
Aquifer. Porous water bearing geological formation generally restricted to materials capable of yielding an
appreciable supply of water.
(9)
Best Management Practice (BMP). A structural device or nonstructural practice designed to temporarily store or
treat stormwater runoff in order to mitigate flooding, reduce pollution, and provide other amenities.
(10)
Bioretention. A structural soil/plant device, source control, terrestrial base, filter/infiltrating device for managing
stormwater runoff.
(11)
Channel Protection Storage Volume (Cpv). The volume used to design structural management practices to
control stream channel erosion. Methods for calculating the channel protection storage volume are specified in
the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual.
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(12)
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area. All waters of and lands under the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries to the head
of tide as indicated on the State wetlands' maps; and all State and private wetlands designated under the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article, Title 9; and all land and water areas within one
thousand (1,000) feet beyond the landward boundaries of State or private wetlands and heads of tide designated
under the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article Title 9, as indicated on approved Chesapeake
Bay Critical Area Overlay Zoning Map Amendments.
(13)
Clearing. The removal of trees and brush from land, but which does not include the ordinary mowing of grass.
(14)
Concept Plan. The first of three required plan approvals that includes the information necessary to allow an
initial evaluation of a proposed project.
(15)
Conservation Agreement. A formal agreement that commits a grading or building permit applicant to the
execution of various approved elements of a Conservation Plan, including a stormwater concept management
plan, an approved sediment and erosion control plan, a vegetation management plan and other plans that may be
required by the Department or the Prince George's County Planning Board.
(15.1)
Conservation Landscaping. A native plant landscape or intentional naturalization designed to provide climate
resilient and ecosystem benefits including cooler surfaces, carbon sequestration, pollinator and wildlife support,
reduced runoff and pollution, and healthy soils. Types of conservation landscapes and practices may include but
not be limited to: Bayscapes, Stormwater Gardens, Urban Meadow, Landscape Restoration, Urban Soil
Restoration, and Baywise Maintenance. All practices must incorporate low carbon methods. Soil restoration
practices must include vertical composting into compacted soil, eroded soil, or urban fill to re-establish a healthy
soil structure and biome.
(16)
Conservation Plan. A plan developed in accordance with Subtitle 5B, which demonstrates how a project has
been designed to meet the specific Critical Area Commission criteria. The Conservation Plan consists of an
approved stormwater management concept plan, an approved sediment and erosion control plan, a vegetation
management plan, and such other plans relating to environmental systems as may be required by the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the Prince
George's County Health Department, the Department or the Prince George's Soil Conservation District.
(17)
County. Prince George's County, Maryland.
(18)
County Engineer. Department engineering staff.
(19)
Department. Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
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(20)
Detention Structure. A permanent structure for the temporary storage of runoff designed so as not to create a
permanent pool of water.
(21)
Develop Land. To change the runoff characteristics of a parcel of land in conjunction with residential,
commercial, industrial, or institutional construction or alteration.
(22)
Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate including, but not limited to, any
construction, reconstruction, modification, extension or expansion of buildings or other structures, placement of
fill or concrete, construction of new or replacement infrastructure, dumping, mining, dredging, grading, paving,
drilling operations, storage of materials, land excavation, land clearing, land improvement, landfill operation, or
any combination thereof.
(23)
Direct Discharge. The concentrated release of stormwater to tidal waters or vegetated tidal wetlands from new
development or redevelopment projects in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.
(24)
Director. The Director of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(25)
Drainage Area. The area contributing runoff to a study point measured in a horizontal plane enclosed by a ridge
line.
(26)
Easement. A grant or reservation by the owner of land for the use of such land by others for a specific purpose or
purposes, the use of which must be included in the conveyance of land affected by such easement.
(27)
Environmental Site Design (ESD). Using small scale stormwater management practices, nonstructural
techniques, and better site planning to mimic natural hydrologic runoff characteristics and minimize the impact
of land development on water resources. (Methods for designing ESD practices are specified in the Maryland
Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual).
(28)
Exemption. Those land development activities that are not subject to the stormwater management requirements
contained in this Division.
(29)
Extended Detention. A stormwater design feature that provides gradual release of a volume of water in order to
increase settling of pollutants and protect downstream channels from frequent storm events. (Methods for
designing extended detention BMPs are specified in the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's
County Design Manual).
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(30)
Extreme Flood Volume (Qf). The storage volume required to control infrequent, but large storm events in which
overbank flow reaches or exceeds the boundaries of the 100-year floodplain.
(31)
Filtration. The attenuation of stormwater runoff pollutants by plant and/or soil/sand complexes.
(32)
Final project approval. Approval of the final stormwater management plan and erosion and sediment control
plan required to construct a project's stormwater management facilities that includes securing bonding or
financing for final development plans if either is required as a prerequisite for approval.
(33)
Final Stormwater Management Plan. The last of the three required plan approvals that includes the information
necessary to allow all approvals and permits to be issued by the Department.
(34)
Flow Attenuation. Prolonging the flow time of runoff to reduce the peak discharge.
(35)
Grading. Any act by which soil is disturbed, cleared, stripped, grubbed, excavated, scarified, filled or any
combination thereof.
(36)
Impervious Area. An area that is covered with solid material or is compacted to the point where water cannot
infiltrate underlying soils (e.g., parking lots, roads, houses, patios, swimming pools, compacted gravel areas, and
so forth) and where natural hydrologic patterns are altered.
(37)
Infiltration. The passage or movement of water into the soil surface.
(38)
Maryland Design Manual. The latest edition of the 2000 Maryland Stormwater Design Manual, Volumes I and
II, that serve as the State of Maryland's official guide for stormwater management principals, methods and
practices.
(39)
Major Watersheds. The forty-two (42) watersheds identified in the watershed management plan for the purposes
of identifying the preferred stormwater management approach within that major watershed.
(40)
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP). Designing stormwater management systems so that all reasonable
opportunities for using ESD planning techniques and treatment practices are exhausted and only where
absolutely necessary, a structural BMP is implemented.
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(41)
Natural Resource Inventory (NRI). A plan map and supporting documentation that provides all required
information regarding the existing physical and environmental conditions on site and is approved by the
Planning Director of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, or the Director's designee.
(42)
Off-Site Stormwater Management. The design and construction of a regional facility necessary to control
stormwater from more than one development which is to be located outside the proposed area of development.
(43)
One Hundred (100) Year Floodplain. That area which would be inundated by a flood that has a one percent (1%)
chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
(44)
On-Site Stormwater Management. The design and construction of systems necessary to control stormwater
within the proposed area of development.
(45)
Overbank Flood Protection Volume (Qp). The volume controlled by structural practices to prevent an increase in
the frequency of out-of-bank flooding generated by development. (Methods for calculating the overbank flood
protection volume are specified in the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design
Manual).
(46)
Permittee. The individual or corporation officer that signs the stormwater management permit and is legally
responsible for all activities pertaining to the permit.
(47)
Person. The federal government, the State, any county, municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of
the State, or any of their units, or an individual receiver, trustee, guardian, executor, administrator, fiduciary, or
representative of any kind, or any partnership, firm, association, public or private corporation, or any other
entity.
(48)
Planning Techniques. A combination of strategies employed early in project design to reduce the impact from
development and to incorporate natural features into a stormwater management plan.
(49)
Pollutant. Sediment runoff due to erosion.
(50)
Pollution Trading. Program, process, policy to be implemented to reduce pollutants and to improve water quality
and clean up the water body by addressing nutrients, sediments and other pollutants from a known source. This
is intended to establish incentives for voluntary reductions of pollutants on an existing development with no
known stormwater management in place. These pollution control devices are to be recorded through GIS
watershed data base to be used for SWM banking.
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(51)
Pond. Any stormwater management device that meets the category definition of MD 378-USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service: Conservation Standard Pond.
(52)
Preliminary Plan. The preliminary plan of subdivision submitted pursuant to the County's subdivision
regulations.
(53)
Preliminary Project Approval. Approval of an Applicant's stormwater management concept plan, which
includes:
(A)
Number of planned dwelling units or lots;
(B)
Proposed project density;
(C)
Proposed size and location of all land uses for the project;
(D)
Plan that identifies:
(i)
Proposed drainage patterns;
(ii)
Location of all points of discharge from the site; and
(iii)
The type, location, and size of all stormwater management measures based on site-specific stormwater
management requirement computations; and
(E)
Any other information required by the Department including, but not limited to:
(i)
Proposed alignment, location, and construction type and standard for all roads, access ways and areas of
vehicular traffic;
(ii)
Demonstration that the methods by which the development will be supplied with water and wastewater service
are adequate; and
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(iii)
Size, type, and general location of all proposed wastewater and water system infrastructure.
(53.1)
Prince George's County Design Manual. The 2014 Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design
Manual or any subsequent revisions that complements the Maryland Design Manual.
(54)
Recharge Volume (Rev). That portion of the water quality volume used to maintain groundwater recharge rates
at development sites. (Methods for calculating the recharge volume are specified in the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual).
(55)
Redevelopment. Any construction, alteration or improvement performed on sites where existing land use is
commercial, industrial, institutional, or multifamily residential and existing site impervious area within the limit
of disturbance exceeds 40 percent.
(56)
Retention Structure. A permanent structure that provides for the storage of runoff and is designed to maintain a
permanent pool of water.
(57)
Retrofitting. The implementation of ESD practices, the construction of structural BMP, or the modification of an
existing structural BMP in a previously developed area to improve water quality over current conditions.
(58)
Sediment. Soils or other surficial materials transported or deposited by the action of wind, water, snow, ice or
gravity as a product of erosion.
(59)
Site. For new development, any tract, lot, or parcel of land or combination of tracts, lots, parcels of land that are
in one ownership or are contiguous and in diverse ownership, where development is to be performed as a part of
a unit, subdivision or project.
(60)
Site Development Plan. The second of three required plan approvals that includes the information necessary to
allow a detailed evaluation of a proposed project.
(61)
Stabilization. The prevention of soil movement by any of various vegetative and/or structural means.
(62)
Stormwater. Water that originates from a precipitation event.
(63)
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Stormwater Management (SWM). Using ESD for the collection, conveyance, storage, treatment and disposal of
stormwater runoff in a manner to prevent accelerated channel erosion, increased flood damage and/or
degradation of water quality.
(64)
Stormwater Management Design Plan. The set of drawings and other documents that comprise all of the
information and specifications for the systems, structures, concepts, and techniques that will be used to control
stormwater as required by the approved concept plan and the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's
County Design Manual.
(65)
Stormwater Management System. Natural areas, ESD practices, stormwater management measures, and any
other structure through which stormwater flows, infiltrates or discharges from a site.
(66)
Stormwater Variance. The modification of the minimum stormwater management requirements for specific
circumstances such that strict adherence to the requirements would result in unnecessary hardship and not fulfill
the intent of this Division.
(67)
Stream Restoration. Restoration and reconstruction of existing waterways to maintain the ecological features of
the stream, to mitigate stream bed incision and stream wall erosion, to preserve the capacity and to enhance the
water quality of the stream. Stream restoration shall address the following including, but not limited to,
intervention and installation of measures to repair damages to the stream corridors, hydrology, hydraulics,
sediment transport, geomorphology, aquatic ecology, fisheries and riparian ecology.
(68)
Stripping. Any activity that removes the vegetation surface cover including tree removal, clearing, grubbing and
storage or removal of topsoil.
(69)
Subdivision. The division of a lot, tract or parcel of land into two or more lots, plots, sites, parcels or other
divisions by plat or deed.
(70)
Watercourse. Any natural or artificial stream, river, creek, ditch, channel, canal, conduit, culvert, drain,
waterway, gully, ravine or wash, in and including any adjacent area that is subject to inundation from overflow
or flood water.
(71)
Water Quality Volume (WQv). The volume needed to capture and treat 90 percent of the average annual rainfall
at a development site. (Methods for calculating the water quality volume are specified in the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual.)
(72)
Watershed. The total drainage area contributing runoff to a single point.
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(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-36-2015; CB-46-2021)
Sec. 32-172. - Watershed Management Planning.
(a)
The County Executive shall submit for approval by resolution of the County Council, a plan for the control of
water quantity, the restoration and maintenance of water quality, and protection of aquatic living resources of
each major watershed in the County. The County Executive also shall provide for the periodic updating of the
plans, projects or studies. Such plans, projects and studies shall be known as the major watershed management
plans.
(b)
If a major watershed management plan is amended by the County Council, the County Executive shall be given
an opportunity to provide comments on such amendments for the County Council's consideration before the
major watershed management plan becomes final.
(c)
Each watershed plan shall contain stormwater management policies and recommendations for the
implementation of these policies and shall be approved by the Administration.
(d)
Where the watershed is located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the watershed plan shall
comply with the requirements of Subtitle 5B.
(e)
A watershed management plan developed for the purpose of implementing different stormwater management
policies for waivers and redevelopment shall:
(1)
Include detailed hydrologic and hydraulic analyses to determine hydrograph timing;
(2)
Evaluate both quantity and quality management and opportunities for ESD implementation;
(3)
Include a cumulative impact assessment of current and proposed watershed development;
(4)
Identify existing flooding and receiving stream channel conditions;
(5)
Be conducted at a reasonable scale;
(6)
Specify where on-site or off-site quantitative and qualitative stormwater management practices are to be
implemented;
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(7)
Be consistent with the General Performance Standards for Stormwater Management in Maryland as found in the
Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual; and
(8)
Be approved by the Administration.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Editor's note— CR-96-2014 adopted the 2014 Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design
Manual.
Sec. 32-173. - Scope of Ordinance.
No person shall develop or redevelop any land without having met the provisions of this Division by providing
appropriate stormwater management measures that control or manage runoff, except as provided within Section
32-174 of this Division.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-174. - Exemptions from Requirements.
(a)
Except as provided in Subsection (b), the following development activities are exempt from the provisions of
this Division and the requirements of providing stormwater management:
(1)
Agricultural land management practices;
(2)
Additions or modifications to existing detached one-family dwellings provided that they comply with item (3) of
this Subsection; and the subject site does not exceed the maximum allowable lot coverage allowed in Subtitle 27
of this Code.
(3)
Any developments that do not disturb more than five thousand (5,000) square feet of land area;
(4)
Developments within the City of Bowie where the city has approved stormwater management design plans for a
development either on or off the development site, which otherwise meet or exceed the provisions of this
Division;
(5)
Land development activities which the Administration determines will be regulated under specific state laws that
provide for managing stormwater runoff.
(b)
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Where the property is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the development activities
in Subsection (a), above, except for agricultural land management activities, shall comply with the stormwater
management requirements of this Division and conform with the requirements of Subtitle 5B, and a
Conservation Plan shall be required relating to the stormwater management activities. In all cases, the
development activities located within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, and are required to
comply with stormwater management requirements, shall meet the requirements of this Division and conform to
the requirements of Subtitle 5B.
(CB-15-2011; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 32-175. - Redevelopment.
(a)
Stormwater management plans are required by the Department for all redevelopment, unless otherwise specified
by watershed management plans developed according to this Division. Stormwater management measures must
be consistent with the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual).
(b)
All redevelopment designs shall:
(1)
Reduce impervious area within the limit of disturbance (LOD) by at least 50 percent according to the Maryland
Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual;
(2)
Implement ESD to the MEP to provide water quality treatment for at least 50 percent of the existing impervious
area within the LOD; or
(3)
Use a combination of subsections (b)(1) and (2) for at least 50 percent of the existing site impervious area within
the LOD; and
(4)
Infiltrate into the ground 100 percent of the annual average predevelopment groundwater recharge volume if
soil's infiltration is 1.02 inches per hour or greater.
(c)
All redevelopment designs approved after May 4, 2016, shall:
(1)
Reduce impervious area within the LOD by 75 percent in accordance with the Maryland Design Manual and the
Prince George's County Design Manual;
(2)
Implement ESD to the MEP to provide water quality treatment for 75 percent of the existing impervious area
within the LOD; or
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(3)
Use a combination of subsections (c)(1) and (2) to meet 75 percent of existing site impervious area within the
LOD; and
(4)
Infiltrate into the ground 100 percent of the annual average predevelopment groundwater recharge volume if
soil's infiltration is 1.02 inches per hour or greater.
(d)
All redevelopment designs approved after May 4, 2019, shall:
(1)
Reduce impervious area within the LOD by 100 percent in accordance with the Maryland Design Manual and
the Prince George's County Design Manual;
(2)
Implement ESD to the MEP to provide water quality treatment for 100 percent of the existing impervious area
within the LOD; or
(3)
Use a combination of subsection (d)(1) and (2) to meet 100 percent of existing site impervious area within the
LOD.
The Director may consider a variance under Section 32-176 of this Division.
(e)
To offset the cost and design impacts of achieving the requirements of subsection (b) and (c) of this section,
redevelopment designs that exceed the County requirements by twenty-five (25) percent and that are approved
after May 4, 2011, are eligible to receive, subject to Subtitle 27 of the County Code:
(1)
Increased density through the public benefit credits, density increment factors or additional floor area ratios
(FAR);
(2)
Reduction in the number of spaces and design of on-site and off-site parking to accommodate ESD techniques
up to a maximum reduction of fifteen (15) percent of the required parking under Subtitle 27 of this Code, subject
to the approval of a minor departure;
(3)
Priority consideration during the County's development review and permitting processes;
(4)
Eligibility for residential revitalization tax credit under Subtitle 10 and Subdivision 5B of the County Code
without Council approval;
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(f)
MEP shall be determined by the Director.
(g)
All redevelopment projects shall reduce existing site stormwater runoff volume by implementing distributed
ESD to the MEP. Where conditions prevent the implementation of ESD techniques to reduce runoff, the
Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual criteria shall be implemented.
(h)
Alternative stormwater management measures may be used to meet the requirements in subsections (a), (b), (c)
and (l) if the owner/applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the Department that impervious area reduction has
been maximized and ESD has been implemented on-site to the MEP. Off-site ESD in the impacted watershed
shall be the preferred alternative stormwater measure. Alternative stormwater management measures include,
but are not limited to:
(1)
An on-site structural BMP;
(2)
An off-site structural BMP to provide water quality treatment for an area equal to or greater than 50 percent of
the existing impervious area; or
(3)
A combination of impervious area reduction, ESD implementation, and on-site or off-site structural BMP for an
area equal to or greater than 50 percent of the existing site impervious area within the LOD;
(4)
Participation in a stream restoration project;
(5)
Pollution trading with another entity;
(6)
Design criteria based on watershed management plans developed according to this Division;
(7)
Fees paid that are dedicated exclusively to provide stormwater management; and
(8)
Other appropriate practices.
(i)
The Department shall develop policies for providing stormwater management for redevelopment projects if the
requirements of subsections (a), (b), (c) and (l) are not met after all opportunities for using onsite and offsite
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ESD have been exhausted during the planning process. After being reviewed and approved by the
Administration, these proposed policies will be provided to the County Council for its approval.
(j)
The Department may consider factors, including, but not be limited to:
(1)
Whether the project is in an area targeted for development incentives such as a Priority Funding Area, a
designated Transit Oriented Development area, or a designated Base Realignment and Closure Revitalization
and Incentive Zone;
(2)
Whether the project is necessary to accommodate growth consistent with comprehensive plans; or
(3)
Whether bonding and financing have already been secured based on an approved development plan.
(4)
In considering these factors in (1), (2) and (3) above in this subsection (j), the Department shall also consider the
existing water quality, erosion, flooding and expected needs for County investment in stream restoration, erosion
control and flood control in the areas affected by redevelopment.
(k)
Stormwater management shall be addressed for the portion of the site within the limit of disturbance according
to the new development requirements in the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design
Manual for any net increase in impervious area.
(l)
If the Department determines that existing flooding and/or erosion exist downstream of the proposed
development, the Department:
(1)
should require the applicant to manage the channel protection volume using ESD to the MEP; and
(2)
has authority to require the applicant to attenuate the 2-year and 10-year storm runoff for downstream erosion
for residual volume not addressed by ESD; and
(3)
has authority to require the applicant to attenuate the 100-year frequency storm event for downstream flooding
in accordance with the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual.
(CB-15-2011; CB-79-2013; CB-36-2015; CB-99-2021)
Sec. 32-176. - Stormwater Management Variance.
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The Department may grant a written variance from any requirement of this Division if there are exceptional
circumstances applicable to the site such that strict adherence will result in unnecessary hardship and not fulfill
the intent of the Division. A written request for a variance shall be provided to the Director stating the specific
variance sought and appropriate justification. The Department shall not grant a variance unless and until
sufficient justification is provided by the permittee developing land that the implementation of ESD to MEP has
been investigated thoroughly and the Department has provided notice to the Council. The justification shall
include an explanation of why the requirement of the Division cannot be met and the reasons why the alternative
practices cannot be provided.
(CB-15-2011)
SUBDIVISION 2. - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DESIGN PLANS.
Sec. 32-177. - Stormwater Management Design Plans; required.
(a)
A concept plan shall be submitted for approval to the Department.
(b)
All preliminary plans of subdivisions shall be consistent with any County approved concept plan.
(c)
The applicant shall submit a stormwater management design plan to the Department.
(d)
If any plan involves any stormwater management facilities or land to be dedicated to public use, the same
information also shall be submitted for review and approval to the agency having jurisdiction over the land or
other appropriate agencies identified by the Director for review and approval. This plan shall serve as the basis
for all subsequent construction.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-178. - Minimum Stormwater Control Requirements.
(a)
The minimum control requirements established in this Section and the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince
George's County Design Manual are as follows:
(1)
Planning techniques, nonstructural practices, and design methods specified in the Maryland Design Manual and
the Prince George's County Design Manual shall be used to implement ESD to the MEP. The use of ESD
planning techniques and treatment practices must be exhausted before any structural BMP is implemented.
Stormwater management design plans for development projects subject to this Division shall be designed using
ESD sizing criteria, recharge volume, water quality volume, and channel protection storage volume criteria
according to the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual. The MEP standard is
met when channel stability is maintained, 100% predevelopment groundwater recharge is replicated, non-point
source pollution is minimized, and structural stormwater management practices are used only if determined to be
absolutely necessary.
(2)
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Attenuation of the 2-year, 10-year frequency storm event for downstream erosion exist and/or attenuation of the
100-year frequency storm event for downstream flooding exist are required according to the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual and all subsequent revisions when the Department
determines that additional stormwater management is necessary because the receiving channel and/or
conveyance system are determined inadequate.
(3)
The Department has the authority to require more than the minimum control requirements specified in this
Division if hydrologic or topographic conditions warrant or if flooding, stream channel erosion, or water quality
problems exist downstream from a proposed project.
(b)
Alternative minimum control requirements may be submitted for approval to the Administration. A
demonstration that alternative requirements will implement ESD to the MEP and control flood damages,
accelerated stream erosion, water quality, and sedimentation will be required by the Department. Comprehensive
watershed studies also may be required.
(c)
In addition, where the development activity is located within a Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone, the
minimum stormwater control requirements shall include all the requirements of Subtitle 5B.
(d)
Concept and design plans shall be consistent with adopted and approved watershed management plans and flood
management plans as approved by the State Water Resources Administration in accordance with the Flood
Hazard Management Act of 1976 (Title 8, Subtitle 9A of the Natural Resources Article), where applicable.
(e)
Best management practices information for new developments and redevelopments shown on the approved final
stormwater management plans, where applicable, shall be submitted by the Department for submission to the
Administration under the requirements of the NPDES Program. The owner and/or applicant shall provide this
information to the Department.
(CB-15-2011; CB-27-2014; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-179. - Stormwater Management Measures.
The ESD planning techniques, practices and structural stormwater management measures in this Division and
the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual shall be used either alone or in
combination in a stormwater management design plan. An applicant shall demonstrate that ESD has been
implemented to the MEP before the use of a structural BMP is considered in developing the stormwater
management design plan.
(a)
ESD Planning Techniques and Practices.
(1)
The following planning techniques shall be applied to MEP according to the Maryland Design Manual and the
Prince George's County Design Manual to satisfy the applicable minimum control requirements established in
32-178 of this Division:
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(A)
Preserving and protecting natural resources;
(B)
Conserving natural drainage patterns;
(C)
Minimizing impervious area;
(D)
Reducing runoff volume;
(E)
Using ESD practices to maintain 100 percent of the annual average predevelopment groundwater recharge
volume;
(F)
Using green roofs, permeable pavement, reinforced turf, and other alternative surfaces;
(G)
Limiting soil disturbance, mass grading, and compaction;
(H)
Clustering development; and
(I)
Any practices approved by the Administration.
(2)
The following ESD treatment practices shall be designed to MEP according to the Maryland Design Manual and
the Prince George's County Design Manual to satisfy the applicable minimum control requirements established
in 32-178 of this Division:
(A)
Disconnection of rooftop runoff;
(B)
Disconnection of non-rooftop runoff;
(C)
Sheet flow to conservation areas;
(D)
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Rainwater harvesting;
(E)
Submerged gravel wetlands;
(F)
Landscape infiltration;
(G)
Infiltration berms;
(H)
Dry wells;
(I)
Micro-bioretention;
(J)
Rain gardens;
(K)
Swales;
(L)
Enhanced filters; and
(M)
Any practice approved by the Administration.
(3)
The use of ESD planning techniques and treatment practices specified in this Section shall not conflict with
existing state law or local ordinances, regulations, or policies. The County shall modify planning and zoning
ordinances and public works codes to eliminate any impediments to implementing ESD to the MEP according to
the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual.
(b)
Structural Stormwater Management Measures.
(1)
The following structural stormwater management practices shall be designed according to the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual to satisfy the applicable minimum control requirements
established in 32-178 of this Division:
(A)
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Stormwater management ponds;
(B)
Stormwater management wetlands;
(C)
Stormwater management infiltration;
(D)
Stormwater management filtering systems; and
(E)
Stormwater management open channel systems.
(2)
The performance criteria specified in the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design
Manual with regard to general feasibility, conveyance, pretreatment, treatment and geometry, environment and
landscaping, and maintenance shall be considered when selecting structural stormwater management practices.
(3)
Structural stormwater management practices shall be selected to accommodate the unique hydrologic or
geologic regions of the County.
(c)
ESD planning techniques, treatment practices and structural stormwater management measures used to satisfy
the minimum requirements in 32-178 of this Division must be recorded in the land records of the County
through the execution of a maintenance agreement by the permittee and remain unaltered by subsequent property
owners. Prior approval from the Department shall be obtained before any stormwater management practice is
altered.
(d)
Alternative ESD planning techniques, treatment practices and structural stormwater measures may be used for
new development runoff control if they meet the performance criteria established in the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual and all subsequent revisions and are approved by the
Administration. Practices used for redevelopment projects shall be approved by the Department.
(e)
For the purposes of modifying the minimum control requirements or design criteria, the owner/applicant shall
submit to the Department an analysis of the impacts of stormwater flows downstream in the watershed. The
analysis shall include hydrologic and hydraulic calculations necessary to determine the impact of hydrograph
timing modifications of the proposed development upon a dam, highway, structure, or natural point of restricted
stream flow.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-180. - Specific Design Criteria.
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The basic design criteria, methodologies, and construction specifications, subject to the approval of the
Department and the Administration, shall be in accordance with the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince
George's County Design Manual.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-181. - Stormwater Management Design Plan Preparation.
(a)
The design of stormwater management design plans shall be prepared by any individual whose qualifications are
acceptable to the Department. The Department may require that the design be prepared by either a professional
engineer, professional land surveyor, or landscape architect licensed in the State of Maryland, as necessary to
protect the public or the environment.
(b)
If a stormwater BMP requires either a dam safety permit from the Administration or a small pond approval from
the Prince George's Soil Conservation District, the Department shall require that the design be prepared by a
professional engineer licensed in the State of Maryland.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-182. - Stormwater Management Design Plan, Submission Requirements.
(a)
Concept Plan.
The owner/applicant shall submit a concept plan that provides sufficient information for an initial assessment of
the proposed project and whether stormwater management can be provided according to 32-179 of this Division
and the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual. Plans submitted for concept
approval shall include, but are not limited to:
(1)
A vicinity map;
(2)
An approved Natural Resources Inventory plan;
(3)
A brief narrative description of the project;
(4)
Geotechnical investigations including soil maps, borings, site-specific recommendations and any additional
information necessary for the proposed stormwater management design;
(5)
Existing and proposed topography and proposed drainage areas, including areas necessary to determine
downstream analysis for proposed stormwater management facilities;
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(6)
Descriptions of all watercourses, impoundments and wetlands on or adjacent to the site or into which stormwater
directly flows;
(7)
The location of existing and proposed structures and utilities;
(8)
Any easements and rights-of-way;
(9)
The delineation, if applicable, of the 100-year floodplain and all regulated environmental features as shown on
the approved NRI;
(10)
Any proposed improvements including location of buildings or other structures, impervious surfaces, storm
drainage facilities, all grading, and other site improvements;
(11)
Hydrologic computations, including drainage area maps depicting predevelopment and post-development runoff
flow path segmentation and land use;
(12)
Hydraulic computations;
(13)
The location of the proposed limit of disturbance, erodible soils, steep slopes, and areas to be protected during
construction;
(14)
Preliminary estimates of stormwater management requirements, the selection and location of ESD practices to
be used, and the location of all points of discharge from the site;
(15)
A narrative that supports the concept design and describes how ESD will be implemented to the MEP; and
(16)
Any other information required by the Department.
(b)
Site Development Plan.
Following concept plan approval by the Department, the owner/applicant shall submit technical plans that reflect
the comments received from the previous concept plan review phase. Plans submitted shall be of sufficient detail
to allow site development to be reviewed and shall include but not be limited to:
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(1)
All information provided during the concept plan review phase;
(2)
Final site layout, exact impervious area locations and acreages, proposed grading, delineated drainage areas at
all points of discharge from the site, and stormwater volume computations for ESD practices and quantity
control structures;
(3)
A proposed erosion and sediment control plan that contains the construction sequence, any phasing necessary to
limit earth disturbances and impacts to natural resources, and an overlay plan showing the types and locations of
ESD and erosion and sediment control practices to be used.
(4)
A narrative that supports the site development design, describes how ESD will be used to meet the minimum
control requirements, and justifies any proposed structural stormwater management measure; and
(5)
Any other information required by the Department.
(c)
Final Stormwater Management Plan.
Following the site development plan review by the Department, the owner/applicant shall
submit a final stormwater management plan for permit issuance. Plans submitted for permit
issuance shall be of sufficient detail to allow all approvals and permits to be issued according to the following:
(1)
Final erosion and sediment control plans shall be submitted according to COMAR 26.17.01.05; and
(2)
The final stormwater management plans shall be submitted for approval in the form of construction drawings
and be accompanied by a report that includes sufficient information to evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed
runoff control design.
(d)
Reports submitted for an approval of final stormwater management plans shall include, but are not limited to:
(1)
Geotechnical investigations including soil maps, borings, site specific recommendations, and any additional
information necessary for the stormwater management design plan;
(2)
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Drainage area maps depicting predevelopment as applicable and post development runoff flow path
segmentation and land use;
(3)
Hydrologic computations of the applicable ESD and unified sizing criteria according to the Maryland Design
Manual and the Prince George's County Design Manual for all points of discharge from the site;
(4)
Hydraulic and structural computations for all ESD practices and structural stormwater management measures to
be used;
(5)
A narrative that supports the stormwater management design plan; and
(6)
Any other information required by the Department.
(e)
Construction drawings submitted for final stormwater management plan approval shall include, but are not
limited to:
(1)
A vicinity map;
(2)
Existing and proposed topography and proposed drainage areas, including areas necessary to determine
downstream analysis for proposed stormwater management facilities;
(3)
Any proposed improvements including location of buildings or other structures, impervious surfaces, storm
drainage facilities, and all grading;
(4)
The location of existing and proposed structures and utilities;
(5)
Any easements and rights-of-way;
(6)
The delineation, if applicable, of the 100-year floodplain and all regulated environmental features as shown on
the approved NRI;
(7)
Structural and construction details including representative cross sections for all components of the proposed
drainage system or systems, and stormwater management facilities;
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(8)
All necessary construction specifications;
(9)
Sequence of construction;
(10)
Data for total site area, disturbed area, new impervious area, and total impervious area;
(11)
A table showing the ESD and unified sizing criteria volumes required in the Maryland Design Manual and the
Prince George's County Design Manual;
(12)
A table of materials to be used for stormwater management facility planting;
(13)
All soil boring logs and locations;
(14)
An inspection and maintenance schedule;
(15)
Certification by the owner/applicant that all stormwater management construction will be done according to this
plan;
(16)
An as-built certification signature block to be executed after project completion; and
(17)
Any other information required by the Department.
(f)
If a stormwater management design plan involves direction of some or all runoff from the site, it is the
responsibility of the applicant to obtain from adjacent property owners any easements or other necessary
property interests concerning flow of water. Approval of a stormwater management plan does not create or affect
any right to direct runoff onto adjacent property without that property owner's permission.
(g)
Notification
(1)
The applicant shall send, within seven (7) days of filing of a stormwater concept plan under this Section, by first
class mail an informational mailing to all adjoining property owners, including owners whose properties lie
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directly across a street, alley, or stream, to every municipality located within one (1) mile of the applicant's
property and to all civic associations registered with the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Commission pursuant to Sec. 17-125.01 of the County Code for the area which includes the property."
(2)
The applicant shall file an affidavit of mailing with the Department prior to approval of the stormwater concept
plan. The affidavit shall give the names and addresses of all persons sent informational mailings and the dates
when they were sent.
(3)
Before a stormwater concept plan is approved, the Department shall determine that the applicant has complied
with this Section.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-183. - Changes to Plans.
(a)
All changes or modifications to the approved final stormwater management plans must be submitted to and
approved by the Department. All necessary substantiating reports shall be submitted with any proposal to
modify the approved plan. No grading or other work in connection with any proposed modification shall be
permitted without proper written approval of the Department. If the revision where the limits of disturbance
affects the tree conservation area then a revised tree conservation plan shall also be required.
(b)
When inspection of a site indicates that the approved final stormwater management plan requires a revision or
change, the revision shall be in compliance with this Division. To obtain an approved revision, the permittee
shall:
(1)
Submit a request for a revision to the approved final stormwater management plan to the Department to be
processed appropriately. This includes revisions due to plan and site discrepancies and inadequacies at
controlling stormwater as revealed through inspection; or
(2)
Request a field change approval for modifications to the approved final stormwater management plan and obtain
County Engineer's approval. The modification shall be noted on a signed copy of the approved plan, signed and
dated by a Department's inspector and documented on a field inspection report. These field modifications may
include change of material type, adjustments to avoid field conflicts and other concerns that may not require
recalculations and will not affect stormwater management controls.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-184. - Permit Requirements.
(a)
A grading or building permit shall not be issued for any parcel or lot unless a final erosion and sediment control
plan has been approved by the Prince George's County Soil Conservation District, and final stormwater
management plan has been approved by the Department as meeting all of the requirements of this Division.
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Where appropriate, building, stormwater management or grading permits shall not be issued or modified without
the following:
(1)
A performance bond acceptable to the County Attorney as required by this Division, where applicable.
(2)
Recorded easements for the stormwater management facilities that provide adequate access for inspection and
maintenance from a public right-of-way.
(3)
Approved final stormwater management plan, provided that the Director may accept a site grading plan that
identifies the location and type of facilities to be constructed in sufficient detail to accurately estimate
construction costs.
(b)
Notwithstanding any of the provisions herein, the Director may require an approved final stormwater
management plan and the recordation of all necessary easements prior to issuance of a building permit or
grading permit.
(c)
In no event shall a use and occupancy permit be granted until all of the grading and stormwater management
requirements are completed to the satisfaction of the Director.
(d)
Approved final stormwater management plan shall contain certification by the applicant that all land clearing,
construction, development and drainage shall be undertaken in accordance with the approved final stormwater
management plan.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-185. - Permit Fees.
(a)
A nonrefundable fee shall be paid at the time of the final stormwater management plan or application for
modification is submitted. The fee may provide for the cost of plan review, administration of the permitting
process, inspection and enforcement of all projects subject to this Division. The fee shall be in the amount
specified in Section 32-120.
(b)
If a stormwater management facility is to be constructed to serve more than one development, a fee in lieu of
construction of an on-site stormwater management ESD to MEP facility may be assessed by the Department, as
specified in Section 32-120.
(c)
Special maintenance fees are required for all publicly maintained stormwater management ponds. The
maintenance fee will be ten percent (10%) of the total estimated construction cost for all of the site's ponds, or
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$10,000.00, whichever is greater. The fee will be payable by the applicant with all other fees prior to issuance of
storm drain and stormwater management construction permits.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-186. - Permit Suspension and Revocation.
Any grading, stormwater or building permit issued by the Department may be suspended or revoked by the
Director after written notice to the permittee for any of the following reasons:
(a)
Any violation(s) of the conditions of the approved final stormwater management plan, including the provisions
of the Conservation Plan and Conservation Agreement, where applicable;
(b)
Construction not in accordance with the approved final stormwater management plans or specifications;
(c)
Noncompliance with correction notice(s) or stop work order(s) issued for the construction of any stormwater
management practice;
(d)
An immediate danger exists in a downstream area as determined by the Department; or
(e)
Permits found to be issued in error when the original approval did not conform to the provisions of this Division
or the approval was based on inaccurate information provided by the permittee.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-187. - Permit Conditions.
In granting an approval for any phase of site development, the Department may impose such conditions that may
be deemed necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Division and the preservation of public
health and safety.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-188. - Responsibility of Permitee.
(a)
Generally. Notwithstanding other conditions of a permit on the minimum standards set forth in this Division, the
permittee is responsible for the abatement of pollutant discharges, damage to adjacent property, and the
maintenance of water quality. No person shall grade land in any manner as to endanger or damage any adjoining
public street, sidewalk, alley or any other public or private property without adequate protection of the property
from settling, cracking, erosion, sedimentation, or other damage or personal injury which might result.
(b)
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Public-ways. The permittee shall be responsible for the prompt removal of, and damages resulting from, any
soil, miscellaneous debris, and/or pollutant discharge, or other materials washed, spilled, tracked, dumped or
otherwise deposited on public streets, highways, sidewalks, watercourses, or other public thoroughfares as an
incident to construction activity, or during transit to and from a construction site.
(CB-15-2011)
SUBDIVISION 3. - INSPECTION, MAINTENANCE AND ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 32-189. - Performance Bond.
(a)
The applicant shall provide a cash bond, irrevocable letter of credit, certificate of guarantee or other means of
security acceptable to the County Attorney prior to the issuance of any building and/or grading permit for
construction of a development requiring a stormwater management facility.
(b)
The amount of the security shall not be less than the total construction cost of the publicly maintained
stormwater management facility as estimated by the Department.
(c)
The security shall include provisions concerning forfeiture for failure to complete work specified in the
approved final stormwater management plan, compliance with all the provisions of this Division and other
applicable laws and regulations, and any time limitations. Action on a defaulted permit shall be taken in
accordance with the provisions set forth in Section 32-135.
(d)
The security shall not be fully released without final inspection of completed work and the acceptance of "asbuilt" plans.
(e)
A provision may be made for the partial release of up to 75 percent of the amount of the security.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-190. - Inspection Schedule and Reports.
(a)
The permittee shall notify the Department at least 48 hours before commencing any work in conjunction with
the site development, the stormwater management plan, and upon completion of the project.
(b)
Regular inspections shall be made and documented for each BMP and each ESD planning technique and
practice at the stages of construction specified in the Maryland Design Manual and the Prince George's County
Design Manual by the County, its authorized representatives, or certified by a professional engineer licensed in
the State of Maryland. At a minimum, all ESD and other structural and nonstructural practices shall be inspected
upon completion of final grading, the establishment of stabilization, and before issuance of a use and occupancy
permit approval.
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(c)
Written reports shall include:
(1)
The date and location of the inspection;
(2)
Whether construction was in compliance with the approved final stormwater management plan;
(3)
Any variations from the approved construction specifications; and
(4)
Any violations that exist.
(d)
The owner/permittee and on-site personnel shall be notified in writing when violations are observed. Written
notification shall describe the nature of the violation and the required corrective action.
(e)
No work shall proceed on the next phase of development until the Department inspects and approves the work
previously completed and furnishes the permittee with the results of the inspection reports after completion of
each required inspection.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-191. - Inspection Requirements During Construction.
(a)
At a minimum, regular inspections shall be made and documented at the following specified stages of
construction:
(1)
For ponds:
(A)
Upon completion of excavation to sub-foundation and when required, installation of structural supports or
reinforcement for structures, including but not limited to:
(i)
Core trenches for structural embankments;
(ii)
Inlet and outlet structures, anti-seep collars or diaphragms, and watertight connectors on pipes; and
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(iii)
Trenches for enclosed storm drainage facilities;
(B)
During placement of structural fill, concrete, and installation of piping and catch basins;
(C)
During backfill of foundations and trenches;
(D)
During embankment construction; and
(E)
Upon completion of final grading and establishment of permanent stabilization.
(2)
Wetlands - at stages specified for pond construction in this Section of this Division, during and after wetland
reservoir area planting, and during the second growing season to verify a vegetation survival rate of at least 50
percent.
(3)
For infiltration trenches:
(A)
During excavation to subgrade;
(B)
During placement and backfill of under drain systems and observation wells;
(C)
During placement of geotextiles and all filter media;
(D)
During construction of appurtenant conveyance systems such as diversion structures, pre-filters and filters,
inlets, outlets, and flow distribution structures; and
(E)
Upon completion of final grading and establishment of permanent stabilization.
(4)
For infiltration basins - at the stages specified for pond construction in this Section of this Division and during
placement and backfill of underdrain systems.
(5)
3714/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

For filtering systems:
(A)
During excavation to subgrade;
(B)
During placement and backfill of underdrain systems;
(C)
During placement of geotextiles and all filter media;
(D)
During construction of appurtenant conveyance systems such as flow diversion structures, pre-filters and filters,
inlets, outlets, orifice, and flow distribution structures; and
(E)
Upon completion of final grading and establishment of permanent stabilization.
(6)
For open channel systems:
(A)
During excavation to subgrade;
(B)
During placement and backfill of under drain system for dry swales;
(C)
During installation of diaphragms, check dams, or weirs; and
(D)
Upon completion of final grading and establishment of permanent stabilization.
(b)
The Department may, for enforcement purposes, use any one or a combination of the following actions:
(1)
A notice of violation shall be issued specifying the need for corrective action if the final stormwater
management plan noncompliance is identified;
(2)
A Stop Work Order shall be issued for the site by the Director if a violation persists;
(3)
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Bonds or securities shall be withheld or the case may be referred for legal action if reasonable efforts to correct
the violation have not been undertaken; or
(4)
In addition to any other sanctions, a civil action or criminal prosecution may be brought against any person in
violation of this Code, the Maryland Design Manual, the Prince George's County Design Manual, or this
Division.
(c)
Any step in the enforcement process may be taken at any time, depending on the severity of the violation.
(d)
Once construction is complete, "as-built" plan certification shall be submitted by either a professional engineer
or professional land surveyor licensed in the State of Maryland to ensure that ESD planning techniques,
treatment practices, and structural and nonstructural stormwater management measures and conveyance systems
comply with the specifications contained in the approved plans. At a minimum, "as-built" certification shall
include a set of drawings comparing the approved final stormwater management plan with what was
constructed. The Department may require additional information.
(e)
The Department shall submit notice of construction completion to the Administration on a form supplied by the
Administration for each structural stormwater management practice within 45 days of construction completion.
The type, number, total drainage area, and total impervious area treated by all ESD techniques and practices
shall be reported to the Administration on a site by site basis. If BMPs requiring Prince George's Soil
Conservation District approval are constructed, notice of construction completion shall also be submitted to the
Soil Conservation District.
(CB-15-2011; CB-36-2015)
Sec. 32-192. - Final Inspection Reports.
(a)
The permittee shall provide "as-built" plans certified by a registered professional engineer to be submitted upon
completion of a stormwater management facility.
(b)
The registered professional engineer shall certify that the facility has been constructed as shown on the "as-built"
plan and meets the approved final stormwater management plan and specifications.
(c)
A final inspection shall be conducted upon completion of the stormwater management facility to determine if the
completed work is constructed in accordance with the approved final stormwater management plan.
(d)
The Department shall maintain a permanent file of all inspection reports.
(CB-15-2011)
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Sec. 32-193. - Acceptance of Certification in Lieu of Inspections.
At the discretion of the Department, the certification of a professional engineer registered in the State of
Maryland may be accepted in lieu of any inspection required by this Division.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-194. - Ownership and Maintenance of Stormwater Management Facilities.
(a)
Any stormwater management measure which serves a single lot or facility shall be privately owned and
maintained.
(b)
All stormwater management measures relying on vegetated areas or site features shall be privately owned and
maintained unless located on public property.
(c)
All other stormwater management facilities shall be publicly owned and operated.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-195. - Maintenance Agreement.
(a)
Prior to the issuance of any building permit for which stormwater management is required, the County shall
require the applicant or owner to execute an inspection and maintenance agreement to include an operation and
maintenance plan binding on all subsequent owners of land served by a private stormwater management facility.
Such agreement shall provide for access to the facility at reasonable times for regular inspections by the County
or its authorized representative to ensure that the facility is maintained in proper working condition to meet
design standards.
(b)
The agreement shall be recorded by the applicant in the land records of the County prior to the issuance of any
Use and Occupancy permits for the project.
(c)
The agreement shall also provide that, if after notice by the Department to correct a violation requiring
maintenance work, satisfactory corrections are not made by the owner(s) within a reasonable period of time (30
days maximum), the County may perform all necessary work to place the facility in proper working condition.
The owner(s) of the facility shall be assessed the cost of the work and any penalties. This may be accomplished
by placing a lien on the property, which may be placed on the tax bill and collected as ordinary taxes by the
County.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-196. - Inspection for Preventive Maintenance.
(a)
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Preventive maintenance inspections of public infiltration systems, bioretention, retention or detention structures
shall be made by the Department. Inspection reports for public facilities shall be maintained by the Department.
(b)
Privately maintained facilities shall be inspected by the property owner of record. The Department of the
Environment shall create an inspection schedule requiring an inspection during the first year of operation and at
least once every three (3) years thereafter. The inspection reports shall be submitted to the Department of the
Environment for evaluation to ensure compliance with the approved plans and maintenance agreement. Reports
for private facilities shall be maintained by the Department of the Environment.
(c)
In lieu of the Department of the Environment maintenance inspections, a licensed professional engineer may
also perform maintenance inspections of private facilities and submit the appropriate reports to the Department
of the Environment. Inspections by a third-party shall be evaluated by the Department of the Environment to
ensure compliance with the approved plan and maintenance agreement.
(d)
If, after an inspection, the condition of a facility presents an immediate danger to the public health or safety
because of an unsafe condition or improper maintenance, for a publicly maintained facility, the Department or
for a privately maintained facility, the Department of the Environment as appropriate, shall take such action as
may be necessary to protect the public and make the facility safe. Any cost incurred by the County shall be paid
by the owner.
(e)
Inspection reports for ESD treatment systems and structural stormwater management measures shall include the
following:
(1)
The date of inspection;
(2)
Name of inspector;
(3)
An assessment of the quality of the stormwater management system related to ESD treatment practice efficiency
and the control of runoff to the MEP;
(4)
The condition of:
(A)
Vegetation or filter media;
(B)
Fences or other safety devices;
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(C)
Spillways, valves, or other control structures;
(D)
Embankments, slopes, and safety benches;
(E)
Reservoir or treatment areas;
(F)
Inlet and outlet channels or structures;
(G)
Underground drainage;
(H)
Sediment and debris accumulation in storage and forebay areas;
(I)
Any nonstructural practices to the extent practicable; and
(J)
Any other item that could affect the proper function of the stormwater management system.
(5)
Description of needed maintenance.
(f)
Upon notifying an owner of the inspection results, the owner shall have 30 days, or other time frame mutually
agreed to between the Department and the owner, to correct the deficiencies discovered. The Department shall
conduct a subsequent inspection to ensure completion of the repairs.
(g)
If repairs are not properly undertaken and completed, enforcement procedures of Section 32-195 of this Division
shall be followed by the Department.
(h)
If, after an inspection by the Department, the condition of a stormwater management facility is determined to
present immediate danger to public health or safety because of an unsafe condition, improper construction, or
poor maintenance, the Department shall take such action as may be necessary to protect the public and make the
facility safe. Any cost incurred by the County shall be assessed against the owner(s), as provided in 32-195(c) of
this Division.
(CB-15-2011; CB-30-2014)
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Sec. 32-197. - Severability.
If any portion of this Division is held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Division. It is the intent of the County that
this Division shall stand, even if a section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion may be found invalid.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-198. - Appeals.
(a)
Any violation notice issued pursuant to this Division may be appealed in writing to the Board of Appeals of the
County within ten (10) days of the date of the violation notice or such period of time as may be specified in the
violation notice.
(b)
Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Director denying a waiver of the requirements of this Division may
appeal such decision to the Board of Appeals of the County, in writing, within ten (10) days of the date of the
written denial.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-199. - Penalties.
(a)
Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this Division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), or
imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, or both, for each violation, with costs imposed at the discretion of the
court and not to exceed Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00).
(b)
Each day that the violation continues shall be a separate offense.
(c)
In addition, the County Attorney may institute injunctive mandamus or other appropriate action or proceedings
at law or equity for the enforcement of this Division or to correct violations of this Division, and any court of
competent jurisdiction shall have the right to issue restraining orders, temporary or permanent injunctions,
mandamus or other appropriate forms of remedy or relief.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-200. - Liability.
Neither the issuance of a permit under the provisions of this Division nor compliance with the provisions hereto
or with any condition imposed by the Director hereunder shall relieve any person from responsibility for damage
to persons, property, drainage systems, living resources or general environment nor impose any liability upon the
County for damages to persons or property.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-201. - Annual Report.
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Starting in 2013, the Department shall issue an annual report and analysis by December 31st to the County
Executive and the County Council on the implementation of and compliance with the stormwater management
provisions contained in this Division, including projects that received administrative waivers under Section 32170(d), incentives under Section 32-175(e) and variances under Section 32-176.
(CB-15-2011)
SUBDIVISION 4. - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND RESIDENTIAL RESILIENCE RETROFIT
PROGRAM.
Sec. 32-201.01. - Stormwater Management and Residential Resilience Retrofit Program.
(a)
There is hereby established the Stormwater Management and Residential Resilience Retrofit Program,
hereinafter the "Program", for the purpose of providing property owners the incentive to invest in stormwater
management to improve the quality of life in our communities with green stormwater retrofits and to help Prince
George's County meet its obligations under the Clean Water Act to reduce stormwater pollution in its rivers and
streams.
(b)
The Program shall be administered by the Department of the Environment. The Program shall be operated as a
rebate program for eligible climate resilience and stormwater management expenditures and the Director of the
Department of Environment may promulgate regulations to operate the program in a manner where the property
owner and Department of Environment execute projects via a cost-share agreement for any of the practices
authorized in Section 32-201.03 subsection (j).
(CB-40-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-46-2021)
Sec. 32-201.02. - Eligibility requirements.
(a)
Individuals, commercial businesses, multi-family dwellings, homeowners associations, condominium
associations, civic associations, non-profit organizations and not-for-profit organizations, including housing
cooperatives, with property located in Prince George's County are eligible to receive rebates pursuant to the
Program subject to eligibility criteria.
(b)
A stormwater management retrofit application must be approved by the Department of the Environment prior to
construction to be eligible.
(c)
An applicant for a rain barrel project must meet eligibility criteria established by the Department of the
Environment; however, preapproval by the Department of the Environment is not required to receive a rebate.
(d)
An applicant is eligible as long as:
(1)
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The applicant owns the property or is a non-profit organization with an agreement to complete a project on
private or public land.
(2)
The application for the project was approved within 12 months of the completion date or in the case of a rain
barrel, the receipt or invoice should be within 12 months of the rebate received.
(3)
The Department of the Environment has inspected a completed project and found it to be in compliance with its
original approved application and the project follows the Department's best practice guidelines and criteria for
that type of project.
(e)
All invoices and receipts for the entire amount shall be submitted to the Department of the Environment for
review and approval. If eligible for a rebate, a rebate check will be provided by the Department of Finance.
(f)
Applicants will not be eligible if their project is associated with permit approval requirements for new building
construction, additions, or renovations.
(g)
Applicants will not be eligible if the property is located within a municipality that has a similar rebate program
for stormwater management projects. If a municipality offers a tree-planting rebate program, but caps the
program at less than the county, a resident may apply to the county to allow for purchase of additional trees not
addressed by the municipal rebate program.
(h)
The Department of the Environment shall promulgate regulations consistent with this law to administer the
Program. Regulations shall include the provision of best practice guidelines and criteria for each type of
stormwater project to aide an applicant's understanding of what is required for a completed project to qualify.
Regulations shall include mechanisms for enabling participation in under-served communities and equity areas.
This may include a sliding copay scale. Regulations shall be proposed by no later than 6 months after enactment,
and published in final form by no later than 12 months after enactment. The Department shall prioritize
establishing regulations and guidelines for rain barrels. Rain barrel rebates from funds appropriated in the Fiscal
Year 2013 budget may be used upon enactment of regulations that the Department of the Environment
promulgates for them.
(i)
The Department of the Environment shall select a minimum of six target communities in which to do intensified
public outreach, education, and demonstrations for the Program. The target communities shall include at least six
communities prioritizing regions of the county with significant impervious surface coverage.
(j)
The Department of the Environment shall establish a list of qualified private and non-profit contractors that
property owners may utilize to implement a stormwater retrofit project, including Prince George's based
businesses.
(CB-40-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-86-2014; CB-46-2021)
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Sec. 32-201.03. - Rebates.
(a)
With the exception of rain barrels, applications for rebates shall commence with the beginning of Fiscal Year
2014.
(b)
Rebates will be awarded on a first-come first-served basis.
(c)
The amount of a rebate provided shall not exceed the cost of the project.
(d)
Lifetime rebate ceilings per property are $6,000 for residential projects and $20,000 for commercial, multifamily dwelling, home-owners associations, condominium associations, civic associations, non-profit entities
and not-for-profit organizations. An applicant may do multiple projects until the rebate ceilings are met. Nonprofit organizations may annually perform community projects up to the $20,000 ceiling that the Department of
the Environment determines to be an eligible use of the funds. Community projects are those techniques
performed by organizations that are established pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Community projects consist of stormwater management techniques that benefit the community and are located
on public property.
(e)
The Department of the Environment is authorized to enter into contracts with non-profit organizations and
residential property owners for the purpose of financing Stormwater Management and Residential Resilience
Retrofit Program projects. The purpose of the contracts is to provide upfront costs for the residential property
owner who may otherwise not be able to afford to participate in the Program. Non-profit organizations shall pay
the initial costs and are eligible to receive a rebate prior to construction with an approved application and an
authorized property owner agreement. Prior to receiving the rebate, non-profit organizations shall be required to
demonstrate capacity and resources to perform and complete the project pursuant to the Department of the
Environment Rain Check Rebate regulations. The property owner shall pay the non-profit for the balance of the
cost not covered by the rebate. The Department and non-profit organizations shall focus on communities with
significant impervious surface coverage or where the Program has the potential to make an impact on residential
flooding and quality of life. Contracts for payment of upfront costs are subject to the Program requirements set
forth in Sections 32-201.01, 32-201.02, 32-201.03, 32-201.04, and 32-201.05 of this Subtitle.
(f)
The Department shall provide applicants for residential rebates the maintenance guidelines for the project and
available resources for technical assistance. The Department may require applicants for residential rebates to
sign a voluntary property owner agreement to maintain the project.
(g)
Applicants for a commercial or public use shall sign an operations and maintenance agreement for the project.
The Department shall promulgate regulations to govern all aspects related to maintenance of the project over its
useful life.
(h)
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Individual members of a housing cooperative may apply for rebates under the residential incentives category
subject to Department regulations.
(i)
In order to receive a rebate, an agreement shall be executed between the applicant and the County that shall
allow the County to place promotional signage for the Program on their property, take and use photos, and do
follow-up evaluations. There will also be a voluntary option to agreeing to participate in any project tours the
County holds to promote the Program.
(j)
The following techniques will be made available for rebates:

Technique

Residential
One or more techniques may be installed
for a lifetime maximum rebate of $6,000
per property.

Commercial, Homeowner Associations,
Condominium Associations, Civic
Associations, Multi-Family Dwelling, Non
Profits, Not-for-Profit Organizations
One or more techniques may be installed
for a lifetime maximum rebate of $20,000
per property.

Urban Tree
Canopy

$150/tree

$150/tree

Rain Barrels

$2/gallon stored (must capture 50 gallons)

$2/gallon stored (Must capture 100 gallons)

Cisterns

$2/gallon stored, 250 gallons minimum

$2/gallon stored, 250 gallons minimum

Rain Garden

$10/square foot minimum size 100 square
feet

$10/square foot minimum size 100 square
feet

Permeable
Pavement

$12/square foot

$12/square foot 400 square foot minimum

Pavement Removal

$6/square foot

$6/square foot; 400 square foot minimum

Green Roofs

$10/square foot; minimum ¼ roof retrofit

$10/square foot - if less than 6" of planting
material; $20/square foot - if over 6" of
planting material; minimum ¼ roof retrofit

Conservation
Landscaping

$5/square foot; minimum size 250 square
feet

$5/square foot; minimum size 250 square
feet

(CB-40-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-86-2014; CB-9-2015; CB-46-2021)
Sec. 32-201.04. - Funding of Stormwater Management and Residential Resilience Retrofit Program.
(a)
The source of funding for the Stormwater Management and Residential Resilience Retrofit Program shall be the
Stormwater Management District Fund, set forth in Section 10-264 of the County Code.
(b)
For Fiscal Year 2014 and for each fiscal year thereafter, the County shall appropriate $3.0 million in Stormwater
Management District Funds to the Program, as provided for in the County's approved current expense budget.
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(c)
If the granting of a rebate would cause the annual appropriation to be exceeded, the rebate shall be granted in the
next fiscal year, or fiscal years in the order of eligible applications received.
(d)
Up to ten percent (10%) of the $3.0 million appropriation, in each fiscal year maybe expended on technical
assistance for managing the Program, educating owners on how to install and maintain their projects,
promotional expenses, and other related stormwater management expenses. At least (50%) of the appropriation,
in each fiscal year shall be utilized for rebates as described in Section 32-201.03; the remainder may be used to
execute a cost-share program as described in Section 32-201.01(b).
(e)
Pursuant to Section 10-248.05 of the County Code, at the end of each fiscal year, unexpended funds from the
Program shall not automatically lapse into the general fund but shall accumulate within the Stormwater
Management District Fund and be available for appropriation to the Stormwater Management District Fund in
subsequent fiscal years.
(CB-40-2012; CB-46-2021)
Sec. 32-201.05. - Reporting.
The Director of the Department of the Environment shall provide an annual report to the County Council on the
Program on or before December 31st of each year for the previous fiscal year, to include:
(a)
The number of applications received;
(b)
The number of applications denied;
(c)
The amount and types of applications approved; and
(d)
The location by Council District of the number of applications received and denied and the amount and types of
applications approved.
(CB-40-2012; CB-30-2014; CB-46-2021)
SUBDIVISION 5. - WATERSHED PROTECTION AND RESTORATION PROGRAM.
Sec. 32-201.06. - Watershed Protection and Restoration Program established.
In accordance with the provisions of Section 4-202.1, Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, there
is hereby established a Watershed Protection and Restoration Program consisting of the Clean Water Act Fee and
a Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund established in Subtitle 10, Division 20 of this Code. The
purpose of this Program shall be for the improvement of water quality as it relates to untreated stormwater
runoff, including restoration planning, design, construction of capital projects, public education and outreach,
best management practices, inspections and enforcement, water quality reporting, program resourcing, and GIS
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mapping. The procurement of any goods and services for the Watershed Protection and Restoration Program
shall be subject to Subtitle 10A of this Code.
(CB-45-2013)
Sec. 32-201.07. - Clean Water Act Fee; reduction.
(a)
Fee. The Clean Water Act Fee shall be set, collected and deposited pursuant to the provisions of Subtitle 10,
Division 20 of this Code.
(b)
Reduction of Fee.
(1)
The Director of the Environment or his designee shall establish policies and procedures to reduce any portion of
the Clean Water Act Fee established under Subtitle 10, Division 20 of this Code and subsection (A) of this
section to account for on-site and off-site systems, facilities, services, or activities that reduce the quantity or
improve the quality of stormwater discharged from the property, or for demonstrated substantial financial
hardship as a result of the fee.
(2)
The policies and procedures established by the Director of the Environment pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of this
Section shall include:
(A)
Guidelines for determining which on-site systems, facilities, services, or activities may be the basis for a fee
reduction, including guidelines:
(i)
Relating to properties with existing advanced stormwater best management practices;
(ii)
Relating to agricultural activities or facilities that are otherwise exempted from stormwater management
requirements by the County; and
(iii)
That account for the costs of, and the level of treatment provided by, stormwater management facilities that are
funded and maintained by a property owner;
(B)
The method for calculating the amount of a fee reduction;
(C)
Procedures for monitoring and verifying the effectiveness of the on-site systems, facilities, services, or activities
in reducing the quantity or improving the quality of stormwater discharged from the property;
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(D)
Procedures that require County-based businesses, as defined in Section 10A-101(13), to the extent practicable,
be utilized for on-site and off-site systems, facilities, services, or activities that reduce the quantity or improve
the quality of stormwater discharged from the property, except where the Director of Central Services
determines in writing that insufficient local business capacity exists for a particular good or service or that such a
requirement would cause undue hardship; and
(E)
Procedures by which qualified tax-exempt religious organizations or other 501(c) nonprofit organizations may
be exempt from the portion of the Clean Water Act Fee based upon the impervious area existing on the property
owned by the organization.
(c)
Monitoring. For the purpose of monitoring and verifying the effectiveness of the on-site systems, facilities,
services, or activities under paragraph (c)(3) of this Section, the Department of the Environment may:
(1)
Conduct on-site inspections;
(2)
Authorize a third party, certified by the Maryland Department of the Environment, to conduct on-site inspections
on behalf of the Department; or
(3)
Require a property owner to hire a third party, certified by the Maryland Department of the Environment, to
conduct an on-site inspection and provide to the Department of the Environment the results of the inspection and
any other information required by the Department.
(d)
Appeals.
(1)
The Director of the Environment or his designee shall establish policies and procedures governing the
consideration of appeals of Clean Water Act Fees imposed pursuant to Subtitle 10, Division 20 of this Code and
this section.
(2)
An appeal shall be in writing in a form suitable to the Department and shall be provided to the Director of the
Environment or his designee not later than October 1 of the year for which the Clean Water Act Fee is assessed.
(3)
The grounds for appeal shall be limited to the following:
(A)

3727/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

For multifamily residential and nonresidential properties only, errors made regarding the impervious surface
measurement of the property;
(B)
For single-family residential properties only, errors in the zoning classification of the property;
(C)
Mathematical errors in the calculation of the fee; and
(D)
Misidentification of the property owner.
(e)
The Director of the Environment or his designee may enter into agreements with municipal corporations to
engage in restoration efforts using monies from the Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund.
(CB-45-2013; CB-30-2014)
Editor's note— CR-59-2013 established a schedule of fees to be collected as part of the Watershed Protection
and Restoration Program.
DIVISION 4. - FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE.
Sec. 32-202. - General Provisions: Purpose, Scope, Application.
(a)
General Provisions.
(1)
Findings. The Federal Emergency Management Agency has identified special flood hazard areas within the
boundaries of Prince George's County, Maryland. Special flood hazard areas are subject to periodic inundation
which may result in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and
governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the
tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare. Structures that are
inadequately elevated, improperly flood proofed, or otherwise unprotected from flood damage also contribute to
flood losses.
Prince George's County, Maryland, by resolution, agreed to meet the requirements of the National Flood
Insurance Program and was accepted for participation in the program on August 4, 1972. As of August 4, 1972,
also the initial effective date of the Prince George's County Flood Insurance Rate Map, all development and new
construction, as defined herein, are to be compliant with these regulations.
(2)
Statutory Authorization. The Maryland General Assembly, in Md. Code Ann., Land Use Article, Title 4, has
established as policy of the State that the orderly development and use of land and structures requires
comprehensive regulation through the implementation of planning and zoning control, and that the planning and
zoning controls shall be implemented by local government in order to, among other purposes, secure the public
safety, promote health and general welfare, and promote the conservation of natural resources. Therefore, the
County Council of Prince George's County does hereby adopt the following floodplain management regulations.
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(b)
Statement of Purpose. The purpose of this Division is to promote the public health, safety and general welfare,
and to:
(1)
protect human life, and health and welfare;
(2)
minimize public and private property damage;
(3)
encourage the utilization of appropriate construction practices in order to prevent or minimize flood damage in
the future;
(4)
protect potential purchasers from unwittingly buying lands and structures which are unsuited for certain
purposes because of flood hazards;
(5)
minimize flooding of water supply and sanitary sewage disposal systems;
(6)
maintain natural drainage;
(7)
reduce financial burdens imposed on the community, its governmental units, and its residents by discouraging
unwise design and construction of development in areas subject to flooding;
(8)
increase public awareness of potential flooding;
(9)
protect the biological and environmental quality of the watersheds or portions thereof located in Prince George's
County, Maryland;
(10)
minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally undertaken at the expense
of the general public;
(11)
minimize prolonged business interruptions;
(12)

3729/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

minimize damage to public facilities and other utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone and
sewer lines, streets and bridges;
(13)
reinforce that those who build in and occupy special flood hazard areas should assume responsibility for their
actions;
(14)
minimize the impact of development on adjacent properties within and near flood-prone areas;
(15)
provide that flood storage and conveyance functions of floodplains are maintained;
(16)
minimize the impact of development on the natural and beneficial functions of floodplains;
(17)
prevent floodplains uses that are either hazardous or environmentally incompatible;
(18)
meet community participation requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program as set forth in the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) at 44 CFR Section 59.22; and
(19)
provide a unified comprehensive approach to floodplain management which addresses requirements of Federal
and State programs concerned with floodplain management, including without limitations: the National Flood
Insurance Program and the President's Executive Order 13690 of January 30, 2015, on floodplain management;
the State Waterway Construction Permit Program, State Wetlands Permit Program, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineer's Section 10 and Section 404 permit programs; and the State Coastal Zone Management Program.
(c)
Areas to Which These Regulations Apply. The provisions of this Division shall apply to all special flood hazard
areas within the jurisdiction of Prince George's County, Maryland, except for that area of the County within the
boundaries of the City of Laurel. The provisions of this Division shall not apply to Federal and state-owned
properties.
(d)
Basis for Establishing Special Flood Hazard Areas and Base Flood Elevations (BFEs).
(1)
For the purposes of these regulations, the minimum basis for establishing special flood hazard areas and base
flood elevations is the Flood Insurance Study for Prince George's County, Maryland and Incorporated Areas
(except within the boundaries of the City of Laurel) dated September 16, 2016, or the most recent revision
thereof, and the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map(s) and all subsequent amendments and revisions to
the FIRMs. The FIS and FIRMs are retained on file and available to the public at the Prince George's County
website, libraries and government office(s).
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(2)
Where field surveyed topography or digital topography indicates that ground elevations are below the closest
applicable base flood elevation, even in areas not delineated as a special flood hazard on the FIRM, the area
shall be considered as a special flood hazard area.
(3)
To establish base flood elevations in special flood hazard areas or floodways that do not have such elevations
shown on the FIRM, the Floodplain Administrator or designee may provide the best available data for base flood
elevations, may require the applicant to obtain available information from Federal, State, or other sources, or
may require the applicant to establish special flood hazard areas and base flood elevations as set forth in these
regulations.
(e)
Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. These regulations are not intended to repeal or abrogate any existing
regulations and ordinances, including subdivision regulations, zoning ordinances, building codes, or any existing
easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. In the event of a conflict between these regulations and any other
ordinance, the more restrictive shall govern.
(f)
Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of these regulations, all provisions shall be:
(1)
Considered as minimum requirements;
(2)
Liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and
(3)
Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under the laws of Maryland.
(g)
Warning and Disclaimer of Liability. The degree of flood protection required by these regulations is considered
reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can
and will occur, and flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. These regulations do not
imply that land outside of the special flood hazard areas or uses that are permitted within such areas will be free
from flooding or flood damage. These regulations shall not create liability on the part of Prince George's County,
any officer or employee thereof, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) or the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), for any flood damage that results from reliance on these regulations or any
administrative decision lawfully made hereunder.
(h)
Severability. Should any section or provision of these regulations be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional
or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the regulations as a whole, or any part thereof other than
the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
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Sec. 32-203. - Definitions.
(a)
The following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
(1)
Accessory Structure - A detached structure on the same parcel of property as the principal structure, the use of
which is incidental to the principal structure. (Examples would be a shed or detached garage, etc.). For the
purposes of these regulations, an accessory structure shall be used solely for parking of vehicles and limited
storage.
(2)
Agreement to Submit an Elevations Certificate - A form on which the applicant for a permit to construct a
building or structure, to construct certain horizontal additions, to place or replace a manufactured home, to
substantially improve a building, structure, or manufactured home, agrees to have an Elevation Certificate
prepared by a licensed professional engineer or licensed professional surveyor, as specified by the Floodplain
Administrator or designee, and to submit the certificate:
(A)
Upon placement of the lowest floor and prior to further vertical construction; and
(B)
Prior to the final inspection and issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.
(3)
Alteration of a Watercourse - For the purpose of these regulations, alteration of a watercourse includes, but is not
limited to widening, deepening or relocating the channel, including excavation or filling of the channel.
Alteration of a watercourse does not include construction of a road, bridge, culvert, dam, or in-stream pond
unless the channel is proposed to be realigned or relocated as part of such construction.
(4)
Area of Shallow Flooding - A designated Zone AO on the Flood Insurance Rate Map with a 1-percent annual
chance or greater of flooding to an average depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not
exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable, and where velocity flow may be evident; such flooding is
characterized by ponding or sheet flow.
(5)
Base Building - The building to which an addition is being added. This term is used in provisions relating to
additions.
(6)
Base Flood (or 100-year Flood) - The flood that has a one percent (1%) chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year; the base flood also is referred to as the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood.
(7)

3732/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Base Flood Elevation - The water surface elevation of the base flood in relation to the datum specified on the
community's Flood Insurance Rate Map and any approved floodplain study. In areas of shallow flooding, the
base flood elevation is the highest adjacent natural grade elevation plus the depth number specified in feet on the
Flood Insurance Rate Map, or at least four (4) feet if the depth number is not specified.
(8)
Basement - Any area of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides.
(9)
Building Code(s) - Subtitle 4, the Prince George's County Building Code.
(10)
Coastal A Zone - An area within a special flood hazard area, landward of a coastal high hazard area (V Zone) or
landward of a shoreline without a mapped coastal high hazard area, in which the principal source(s) of flooding
are astronomical tides and storm surges, and in which, during base flood conditions, the potential exists for
breaking waves with heights greater than or equal to 1.5 feet. The inland limit of the Coastal A Zone may be
delineated on FIRMs as the Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA).
(11)
Coastal High Hazard Area - An area of special flood hazard extending from offshore to the inland limit of a
primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other area subject to high velocity wave action from storms.
Coastal high hazard areas also are referred to as "V Zones" and are designated on FIRMs as zones VE or V1-30.
(12)
Community - A political subdivision of the State of Maryland (county, city or town) that has authority to adopt
and enforce floodplain management regulations within its jurisdictional boundaries.
(13)
County Floodplain or the Floodplain - Includes those areas within the County that will be inundated by the one
percent annual chance base flood, as determined by FEMA or the County (see definition of "Flood or
Flooding").
(14)
Critical and Essential Facilities - Buildings and other structures that are intended to remain operational in the
event of extreme environmental loading from flood, wind, snow or earthquakes. Critical and essential facilities
typically include hospitals, fire stations, police stations, storage of critical records, facilities that handle or store
hazardous materials, and similar facilities.
(15)
Declaration of Land Restriction (Nonconversion Agreement) - A form signed by the owner to agree not to
convert or modify in any manner that is inconsistent with the terms of the permit and these regulations, certain
enclosures below the lowest floor of elevated buildings and certain accessory structures. The form requires the
owner to record it on the property deed to inform future owners of the restrictions.
(16)
Department - The Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (DPIE).
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(17)
Development - Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate including, but not limited to, any
construction, reconstruction, modification, extension or expansion of buildings or other structures, placement of
manufactured homes, placement of fill or concrete, construction of new or replacement infrastructure, dumping,
mining, dredging, grading, paving, drilling operations, storage of materials, land excavation, land clearing, land
improvement, landfill operation, or any combination thereof.
(18)
Director - The Director of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
(DPIE) or the Director's designee.
(19)
Discharge - A flow rate of stormwater runoff. For non-FEMA flood studies, discharge is based on ultimate land
use conditions.
(20)
Elevation Certificate - FEMA form on which surveyed elevations and other data pertinent to a property and a
building are identified and which shall be completed by a licensed professional land surveyor or a licensed
professional engineer, as specified by the Floodplain Administrator. When used to document the height above
grade of buildings in FEMA special flood hazard areas, for which base flood elevation data are not available, the
Elevation Certificate shall be completed in accordance with the instructions issued by FEMA. The certificate
verifies the as-built elevation of a structure using Mean Sea Level as established by the National Geodetic
Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988, and the WSSC Datum.
An elevation certificate shall identify the datum of the site topography.
(21)
Enclosure Below the Lowest Floor - An unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure that is located below an elevated
building, is surrounded by walls on all sides, and is usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or
storage, in an area other than a basement area, provided that such enclosure is built in accordance with the
applicable design requirements specified in these regulations. Also see "Lowest Floor."
(22)
Existing Condition Floodplain - The 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain conditions before the
proposed development is started. For non-FEMA floodplain studies, this is based on ultimate development
hydrology and existing channel conditions.
(23)
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) - The Federal agency with the overall responsibility for
administering the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
(24)
FEMA Floodplain - The flood hazard area as shown on FEMA maps, which is based on existing land use
conditions.
(25)
FEMA Maps - The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and any subsequent amendments or revisions.
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(26)
Flood (or Flooding) - A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land
areas from the overflow of inland or tidal waters, or the rapid and unusual accumulation of runoff of surface
water from any source.
(27)
Flood Damage-Resistant Materials - Any construction material that is capable of withstanding direct and
prolonged contact with floodwaters without sustaining any damage that requires more than cosmetic repair.
(28)
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) - An official map on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency
delineated the minimum special flood hazard areas to indicate the magnitude and nature of flood hazards, to
designate applicable flood zones, and to delineate floodways, if applicable. FIRMs that have been prepared in
digital format or converted to digital format are referred to as Digital FIRMs (DFIRM).
(29)
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) - The official report in which the Federal Emergency Management Agency has
provided engineering methodology to compute flood profiles, floodway information, and the water surface
elevations.
(30)
Flood Opening - A flood opening (non-engineered) is an opening that is used to meet the prescriptive
requirement of one (1) square inch of net open area for every square foot of enclosed area. An engineered flood
opening is an opening that is designed and certified by a licensed professional engineer or licensed architect as
meeting certain performance characteristics, including providing automatic entry and exit of floodwaters; this
certification requirement may be satisfied by an individual certification for a specific structure.
(31)
Floodplain means in general:
(A)
Relatively flat or low land area adjoining a river, stream or other watercourse which is subject to partial or
complete inundation;
(B)
Area subject to the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source; or
(C)
Area subject to tidal surges or extreme tides.
(32)
Floodplain Buffer - An area extending beyond and paralleling the County floodplain to maintain the stability of
steep slopes, to preserve the environmental integrity of stream or wetland habitats associated with a floodplain,
and to otherwise protect and maintain the public safety.
(33)
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Flood proofing (or Flood Proofed) - Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes or
adjustments of properties and structures that reduce or eliminate flood damage to lands, water and sanitary
facilities, structures, and contents of buildings, such that the buildings or structures are watertight with walls
substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the capability of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.
(34)
Flood proofing Certificate - A form supplied by the Federal Emergency Management Agency that is to be
completed, signed and sealed by a licensed professional engineer or licensed architect to certify that the design
of flood proofing and proposed methods of construction are in accordance with the applicable requirements to
the Flood Protection Elevation.
(35)
Flood Protection Elevation (FPE) - The base flood elevation plus freeboard. Two (2) feet of freeboard are
required for FEMA purposes only. For non-FEMA studies, one (1) to two (2) feet of freeboard are required,
based on the specific watershed, as described in the Prince George's County, Maryland, Stormwater
Management Design Manual (the "Manual").
(36)
Floodway - The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in
order to pass the base flood discharge such that the cumulative increase in the water surface elevation of the base
flood discharge is no more than one (1) foot. When shown on a FIRM, the floodway is referred to as the
"designated floodway."
(37)
Floodway Fringe - That portion of the floodplain outside the floodway.
(38)
Floodway Map - A map which depicts floodways and special flood hazard areas to be regulated.
(39)
Floodway Surcharge - The increase in the one percent annual chance 100-year flood elevation due to an
encroachment within the floodplain.
(40)
Flood Zone - A designation for areas that are shown on Flood Insurance Rate Maps:
(A)
Zone A: Special flood hazard areas subject to inundation by the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood; base
flood elevations are not determined.
(B)
Zone AE and Zone A1-30: Special flood hazard areas subject to inundation by the 1-percent annual chance (100year) flood; base flood elevations are determined; floodways may or may not be determined. In areas subject to
tidal flooding, the Limit of Moderate Wave Action may or may not be delineated.
(C)
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Zone AH and Zone AO: Areas of shallow flooding, with flood depths of one (1) to three (3) feet (usually areas
of ponding or sheet flow on sloping terrain), with or without BFEs or designated flood depths.
(D)
Zone B and Zone X (shaded): Areas subject to inundation by the 0.2-percent annual chance (500-year) flood;
areas subject to the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood with average depths of less than one (1) foot or
with contributing drainage area less than one (1) square mile; and areas protected from the base flood by levees.
(E)
Zone C and Zone X (unshaded): Areas outside of Zones designated A, AE, A1-30, AO, VE, V1-30, B, and X
(shaded).
(F)
Zone VE and Zone V1-30: Special flood hazard areas subject to inundation by the 1-percent annual chance (100year) flood and subject to high velocity wave action (also see coastal high hazard area).
(41)
Freeboard - A factor of safety that compensates for uncertain circumstances that could contribute to flood
heights greater than the height calculated for a selected size flood and floodway conditions, such as wave action,
obstructed bridge openings, debris and ice jams, climate change, and the hydrologic effect of urbanization in a
watershed.
(42)
Free-of-Obstruction - A term that describes open foundations (pilings, columns, or piers) without attached
elements or foundation components that would obstruct the free passage of floodwaters and waves beneath
structures that are elevated on such foundations.
(43)
Functionally Dependent Use - A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is located or carried out
in close proximity to water; the term includes only docking facilities, port facilities that are necessary for the
loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship building and ship repair facilities, but does not include
long-term storage or related manufacturing facilities.
(44)
Geographic Information System (GIS) Based Floodplain Model - The hydrology and hydraulic models
developed by the Department of the Environment (DoE) using GIS technologies and databases to determine
peak discharges and flood elevations.
(45)
Highest Adjacent Grade - The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to construction, next to the
proposed foundation of a structure.
(46)
Historic Structure - Any structure that is:
(A)
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Individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the U.S. Department of
Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual
listings on the National Register;
(B)
Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance
of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered
historic district;
(C)
Individually listed on the Maryland Register of Historic Places; or
(D)
Individually listed on the inventory of historic places maintained by Prince George's County whose historic
preservation program has been certified by the Maryland Historical Trust or the Secretary of the Interior.
(47)
Hydrologic and Hydraulic Engineering Analyses - Analyses performed by a licensed professional engineer, in
accordance with standard engineering practices that are accepted by Prince George's County, the Maryland
Department of the Environment (Nontidal Wetlands & Waterways) and FEMA, used to determine the base flood,
other frequency floods, flood elevations, floodway information and boundaries, and flood profiles.
(48)
Letter of Map Change (LOMC) - A Letter of Map Change is an official FEMA determination, by letter, that
amends or revises an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of Map Change
include:
(A)
Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): An amendment based on technical data showing that a property was
incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A LOMA amends the current effective Flood
Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific property or structure is not located in a special flood hazard
area.
(B)
Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): A revision based on technical data that may show changes to flood zones,
flood elevations, floodplain and floodway delineations, and planimetric features. A Letter of Map Revision
Based on Fill (LOMR-F), is a determination that a structure or parcel of land has been elevated by fill above the
base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer exposed to flooding associated with the base flood. In order to
qualify for this determination, the fill must have been permitted and placed in accordance with the community's
floodplain management regulations.
(C)
Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): A formal review and comment as to whether a proposed flood
protection project or other proposed project complies with the minimum NFIP requirements for such projects
with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A Conditional Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill
(CLOMR-F) is a determination that a parcel of land or proposed structure that will be elevated by fill would not
be inundated by the base flood if fill is placed on the parcel as proposed or the structure is built as proposed. A
CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Once the CLOMR is
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approved, a follow-up LOMR is submitted. Upon submission and approval of certified as-built documentation, a
Letter of Map Revision may be issued by FEMA, to revise the effective FIRM.
(49)
Licensed - As used in these regulations, licensed refers to professionals who are authorized, and in good
standing, to practice in the State of Maryland by issuance of licenses by the Maryland Board of Architects,
Maryland Board of Professional Engineers, Maryland Board of Professional Land Surveyors, and the Maryland
Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors Commission.
(50)
Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA) - Inland limit of the area affected by waves greater than one and onehalf (1.5) feet during the base flood. Base flood conditions between the VE Zone and the LiMWA will be similar
to, but less severe than those in the VE Zone.
(51)
Lowest Floor - The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement) of a building or structure; the
floor of an enclosure below the lowest floor is not the lowest floor provided the enclosure is constructed in
accordance with these regulations. The lowest floor of a manufactured home is the bottom of the lowest
horizontal supporting member (longitudinal chassis frame beam).
(52)
Manufactured Home or Building (for FEMA purposes only) - A structure transportable in one or more sections
built on a permanent chassis and designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to
required utilities. For floodplain management purposes, the term "manufactured home or building" also includes
park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on a site for more than one hundred eighty (180)
consecutive days.
(53)
Market Value - The price at which a property will change hands between a willing buyer and a willing seller,
neither party being under compulsion to buy or sell and both having reasonable knowledge of relevant facts. For
the purposes of these regulations, the market value of a building is determined by a licensed real estate appraiser
or the most recent, full phased-in assessment value of the building (improvement) determined by the Maryland
Department of Assessments and Taxation.
(54)
Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) - A principal department of the State of Maryland that is
charged with, among other responsibilities, the coordination of the National Flood Insurance Program in
Maryland (NFIP State Coordinator) and the administration of regulatory programs for development and
construction that occur within the waters of the State, including nontidal wetlands, nontidal waters and
floodplains, and State and private tidal wetlands (Tidal Wetlands). Unless otherwise specified, "MDE" refers to
the Department's Wetlands and Waterways Program.
(55)
Mixed-Use Structure - Any structure that is used or intended for use for a mixture of nonresidential and
residential uses in the same structure.
(56)
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) - The program authorized by the U.S. Congress in 42 U.S.C. §§ 4001
—4129. The NFIP makes flood insurance coverage available in communities that agree to adopt and enforce
minimum regulatory requirements for development in areas prone to flooding (see definition of "Special Flood
Hazard Area").
(57)
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) - The National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 elevation reference
points set by the national Geodetic Survey based on Mean Sea Level.
(58)
New Construction - Structures, including additions and improvements, and the placement of manufactured
homes, for which the start of construction commenced on or after August 4, 1972, the initial effective date of the
Prince George's County Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), including any subsequent improvements,
alterations, modifications, and additions to such structures.
(59)
NFIP State Coordinator - See Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE).
(60)
North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) - The North American Vertical Datum of 1988 is the vertical control
datum established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America based upon the General
Adjustment of the North American Datum of 1988.
(61)
Non-tidal Waters of the State - See "Waters of the State." As used in these regulations, "non-tidal waters of the
State" refers to any stream or body of water within the State that is subject to State regulation, including the
"100-year frequency floodplain of free-flowing waters." COMAR 26.17.04.01 states that "the landward
boundaries of any tidal waters shall be deemed coterminous with the wetlands boundary maps adopted pursuant
to Environment Article, § 16-301, Annotated Code of Maryland." Therefore, the boundary between the tidal and
non-tidal waters of the State is the tidal wetlands boundary.
(62)
Permanent Structure (for FEMA purposes only) - any structure occupying a site for more than one hundred
eighty (180) consecutive days per year.
(63)
Proposed Condition Floodplain - The 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain conditions after the
proposed development is completed. Proposed condition floodplain reflects proposed changes within the
floodplain area, including: grading, road crossings, culverts, dams, embankments, bridges, structures and other
modifications. For non-FEMA floodplain studies, this is based on ultimate development hydrology and proposed
channel conditions.
(64)
Recreational Vehicle (for FEMA purposes only) - A vehicle built on a single chassis that is four hundred (400)
square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection, designed to be self-propelled or
permanently towable by a light duty truck, and designed primarily not for use a permanent dwelling, but as
temporary living quarters for recreational, traveling, camping, or seasonal use.
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(65)
Registered Engineer, Registered Land Surveyor, or Registered Architect - a professional engineer, land surveyor,
or architect licensed to practice said profession and in good standing in the State of Maryland.
(66)
Riparian Buffer - A riparian buffer is a vegetated area (a "buffer strip") near a stream, usually forested, which
helps shade and partially protect a stream from the impact of adjacent land uses. A riparian buffer provides an
environmental benefit by increasing water quality in associated streams, rivers, and lakes.
(67)
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) - The land in the floodplain subject to a one-percent or greater chance of
flooding in any given year. Special flood hazard areas are designated by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency in Flood Insurance Studies and on Flood Insurance Rate Maps as Zones A, AE, AH, AO, A1-30, and
Zones VE and V1-30 and A99. The term includes areas shown on other flood maps and that are identified in
Section 32-204(a) of the County Code.
(68)
Start of Construction (for FEMA purposes only) - The date the building permit was issued, provided the actual
start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition placement or other improvement occurs
within one hundred eighty (180) days of the permit date. The actual start of construction means either the first
placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, installation
of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation, or placement of a
manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction, as used in this definition, does not include land
preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways;
nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms;
nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory structures, such as garages or sheds not occupied
as dwelling units or not as part of the main structure. For substantial improvements, the actual start of
construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or
not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.
(69)
Structure - That which is built or constructed; specifically, a walled and roofed building, including, but not
limited to, a gas or liquid storage tank that is principally above ground, a building foundation, or platform that is
affixed to a permanent site or location as well as a manufactured home.
(70)
Substantial Damage - Damage of any origin sustained by a building or structure whereby the cost of restoring
the building or structure to its condition before damage would equal or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market
value of the building or structure before the damage occurred.
(71)
Substantial Improvement (for FEMA purposes only) - Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other
improvement of a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market
value of the building or structure (less land value). The term includes structures which have incurred substantial
damage, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either:
(A)
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Any project for improvement of a building or structure to correct existing violations of State or local health,
sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local code enforcement official prior to
submission of an application for a permit and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions;
or
(B)
Any alteration of a historic structure, provided that the alteration will not preclude the structures' continued
designation as a historic structure.
(72)
Temporary Structure (for FEMA purposes only) - Any structure completely removed within one hundred eighty
(180) days from issuance of the permit.
(73)
Use and Occupancy Permit - The official approval from the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement (DPIE) indicating that the structure has been built consistent with approved plans and may be
legally inhabited or used for the intended purpose.
(74)
Violation (for FEMA purposes only) - Any construction or development in a special flood hazard area that is
being performed without an issued permit. The failure of a building, structure, or other development for which a
permit is issued to be fully compliant with these regulations and the conditions of the issued permit. A building,
structure, or other development without the required design certifications, the Elevation Certificate, or other
evidence of compliance required is presumed to be a violation until such time as the required documentation is
provided.
(75)
Waiver (or Variance) - A grant of relief from the strict application of one or more requirements of this
Floodplain Ordinance.
(76)
Watercourse - The channel, including channel banks and bed, of nontidal waters of the State.
(77)
Waters of the State - Waters of the State include:
(A)
Both surface and underground waters within the boundaries of the State subject to its jurisdiction;
(B)
That portion of the Atlantic Ocean within the boundaries of the State;
(C)
The Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries;
(D)
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All ponds, lakes, rivers, streams, public ditches, tax ditches, and public systems within the State, other than those
designed and used to collect, convey, or dispose of sanitary sewage; and
(E)
The floodplain of free-flowing waters determined by MDE on the basis of the 1-percent annual chance (100year) flood frequency.
(78)
Wetland - An area that is:
(A)
Inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that
under normal circumstances does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions, including swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas;
(B)
Considered "private wetland" or "State wetland" pursuant to Title 9, Wetlands and Riparian Rights, Natural
Resources Article, Annotated Code of Maryland; or
(C)
Defined as wetland under the procedures described in the "Federal Interagency Committee for Wetland
Delineation" most updated version and as amended from time to time.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013; CB-30-2014; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.01. - Administration — Designation of the Floodplain Administrator.
The Floodplain Administrator will be the Director of the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement or the Director's designee. The Floodplain Administrator may:
(a)
Delegate duties and responsibilities set forth in these regulations to qualified technical personnel, plan
examiners, inspectors, and other employees.
(b)
Enter into a written agreement or written contract with another Maryland community or private sector entity to
administer specific provisions of these regulations. Administration of any part of these regulations by another
entity shall not relieve the community of its responsibilities pursuant to the participation requirements of the
National Flood Insurance Program as set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 44 CFR Section
59.22.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.02. - Administration — Duties and Responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator and Designee.
The duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator or designee shall include but not be limited to:
(a)
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Review applications for permits to determine whether proposed activities will be located in flood hazard areas.
(b)
Interpret floodplain boundaries and provide available base flood elevation and flood hazard information.
(c)
Review applications to determine whether proposed activities will be reasonably safe from flooding and require
new construction and substantial improvements to meet the requirements of these regulations.
(d)
Review all permit applications to advise the applicant of necessary permits required from the Federal, State or
local agencies; in particular, permits from MDE for any construction, reconstruction repair or alteration of a
dam, reservoir, or waterway obstruction (including bridges, culverts, structures), and alteration of a watercourse,
or any change of the course, current, or cross section of a stream or body of water, including any change to the 1percent annual chance (100-year) frequency floodplain of free flowing non-tidal waters of the State. The
applicant shall be responsible for obtaining all necessary permits.
(e)
Verify that applicants proposing an alteration of a FEMA special flood hazard watercourse have notified
adjacent communities and MDE (NFIP State Coordinator), and have submitted copies of such notifications to
FEMA.
(f)
Approve applications and issue permits to develop in flood hazard areas if the waiver requirements, set forth in
Section 32-206 of the County Code, have been met and approved by the Department.
(g)
Inspect or cause to be inspected, buildings, structures, and other development for which permits have been
issued to determine compliance with these regulations or to determine if non-compliance has occurred or
violations have been committed.
(h)
Review Elevation Certificates, as appropriate, and require incomplete or deficient certificates to be corrected.
(i)
Submit to FEMA, or require applicants to submit to FEMA, data and information necessary to maintain FIRMs,
including hydrologic and hydraulic engineering analyses prepared by or for Prince George's County, within six
months after such data and information becomes available if the analyses indicate changes in base flood
elevations or boundaries.
(j)
Maintain and permanently keep records that are necessary for the administration of these regulations, including:
(1)
Flood Insurance Studies, Flood Insurance Rate Maps (including historic studies and maps and current effective
studies and maps) and Letters of Map Change; and
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(2)
Documentation supporting issuance and denial of permits, Elevation Certificates, documentation of the elevation
(in relation to the datum on the FIRM) to which structures have been Flood proofed, other required design
certifications, waiver, and records of enforcement actions taken to correct violations of these regulations.
(k)
Enforce the provisions of these regulations, investigate violations, issue notices of violations or stop work
orders, and require permit holders to take corrective action.
(l)
Administer the requirements related to proposed work on existing buildings:
(1)
Make determinations as to whether buildings and structures that are located in flood hazard areas and that are
damaged by any cause have been substantially damaged.
(2)
Make reasonable efforts to notify owners of substantially damaged structures of the need to obtain a permit to
repair, rehabilitate, or reconstruct, and prohibit the non-compliant repair of substantially damaged buildings
except for temporary emergency protective measures necessary to secure a property or stabilize a building or
structure to prevent additional damage.
(m)
Undertake, as determined appropriate by the Floodplain Administrator due to the circumstances, other actions
which may include but are not limited to: issuing press releases, public service announcements, and other public
information materials related to permit requests and repair of damaged structures; coordinating with other
Federal, State, and local agencies to assist with substantial damage determinations; providing owners of
damaged structures information related to the proper repair of damaged structures in special flood hazard areas;
and assisting property owners with documentation necessary to file claims for Increased Cost of Compliance
(ICC) coverage under NFIP flood insurance policies.
(n)
Notify the Federal Emergency Management Agency when the corporate boundaries of Prince George's County
have been modified and:
(1)
Provide a map that clearly delineates the new corporate boundaries or the new area for which the authority to
regulate pursuant to these regulations has either been assumed or relinquished through annexation; and
(2)
If the FIRM for any annexed area includes special flood hazard areas that have flood zones that have regulatory
requirements that are not set forth in these regulations, prepare amendments to these regulations to adopt the
FIRM and appropriate requirements, and submit the amendments to the governing body for adoption; such
adoption shall take place within six months of the date of annexation and a copy of the amended regulations
shall be provided to MDE (NFIP State Coordinator) and FEMA.
(o)
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Upon the request of FEMA, complete and submit a report concerning participation in the NFIP which may
request information regarding the number of buildings in the SFHA, number of permits issued for development
in the SFHA, and number of waivers issued for development in the SFHA.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.03. - Administration — Use and Interpretation of FIRMs.
The Floodplain Administrator or designee shall make interpretations, where needed, as to the exact location of
special flood hazard areas, floodplain boundaries, and floodway boundaries. The following shall apply to the use
and interpretation of FIRMs and data:
(a)
Where field surveyed topography indicates that ground elevations:
(1)
Are below the base flood elevation, even in areas not delineated as a special flood hazard area on a FIRM, the
area shall be considered as special flood hazard area and subject to the requirements of these regulations;
(2)
Are above the base flood elevation, the area shall be regulated as special flood hazard area unless the applicant
or the County, as determined by the Director, obtains a Letter of Map Change that removes the area from the
special flood hazard area.
(b)
In FEMA-identified special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation and floodway data have not been
identified and in areas where FEMA has not identified special flood hazard areas, any other flood hazard data
available from a Federal, State, or other source shall be reviewed and reasonably used.
(c)
Base flood elevations and designated floodway boundaries on FIRMs and in FISs shall take precedence over
base flood elevations and floodway boundaries by any other sources if such sources show reduced floodway
widths and/or lower base flood elevations.
(d)
Other sources of data shall be reasonably used if such sources show increased base flood elevations and/or larger
floodway areas than are shown on FIRMs and in FISs.
(e)
If a Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map and/or a Preliminary Flood Insurance Study has been provided by
FEMA:
(1)
Upon the issuance of a Letter of Final Determination by FEMA, if the preliminary flood hazard data is more
restrictive than the effective data, it shall be used and shall replace the flood hazard data previously provided
from FEMA for the purposes of administering these regulations.
(2)
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Prior to the issuance of a Letter of Final Determination by FEMA, the use of preliminary flood hazard data shall
be deemed the best available data pursuant to Section 32-202(d)(3) of the County Code and used where no base
flood elevations and/or floodway areas are provided on the effective FIRM.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.04. - Administration — Permits Required and Expiration.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to begin any development or construction which is wholly within, partially
within, or in contact with any flood hazard area including but not limited to: filling; grading; construction of new
structures; the substantial improvement of buildings or structures, including repair of substantial damage;
placement or replacement of manufactured homes, including substantial improvement or repair of substantial
damage of manufactured homes; erecting or installing a temporary structure, or alteration of a watercourse, until
a permit is obtained from Prince George's County. No such permit shall be issued until the requirements of these
regulations have been met.
(b)
In addition to the permits required in paragraph (a), applicants for permits in non-tidal waters of the State are
advised to contact MDE. Unless waived by MDE, pursuant to Code of Maryland Regulations 26.17.04,
Construction on Non-tidal Waters and Floodplains, MDE regulates the "100-year frequency floodplain of freeflowing waters," also referred to as non-tidal waters of the State. To determine the 1-percent annual (100-year)
frequency floodplain, hydrologic calculations are based on the ultimate development of the watershed, assuming
existing zoning. The resulting flood hazard areas delineated using the results of such calculations may be
different than the special flood hazard areas. A permit from Prince George's County is still required in addition
to any State requirements.
(c)
A building permit is valid provided the actual start of work is within 180 days of the date of permit issuance.
Requests for extensions shall be submitted in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated. For building permits
for structures affecting the 1-percent annual (100-year) floodplain, the Floodplain Administrator may grant, in
writing, one or more extensions of time, for additional periods not exceeding ninety (90) days each and provided
there has been no amendment or revision to the basis for establishing special flood hazard areas and BFEs.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.05. - Administration — Application Required.
(a)
The application for a county permit shall be made by the owner of the property or the owner's authorized agent
(herein referred to as the applicant). The county permit shall be issued prior to start of any work.
(b)
New Technical Data:
(1)
The applicant may seek a Letter of Map Change by submitting new technical data to FEMA, such as base maps,
topography, and engineering analyses to support revision of floodplain and floodway boundaries and/or base
flood elevations. Such submissions shall be prepared in a format acceptable to FEMA and any fees shall be the
sole responsibility of the applicant.
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(2)
If the applicant submits new technical data to support any change in floodplain and designated floodway
boundaries and/or base flood elevations but has not sought a Letter of Map Change from FEMA, the applicant
shall submit such data to FEMA as soon as practicable, but not later than six (6) months after the date such
information becomes available. Such submissions shall be prepared in a format acceptable to FEMA and any
fees shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.06. - Administration — Review of Application.
The Floodplain Administrator or designee shall:
(a)
Review applications for development in special flood hazard areas to determine the completeness of information
submitted. The applicant shall be notified of incompleteness or additional information that is required to support
the application.
(b)
Notify applicants that permits from MDE and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and other State and Federal
authorities may be required.
(c)
Review all permit applications, advise the applicant of necessary permits required from Federal, State or local
governmental agencies. The applicant shall be responsible for obtaining such permits, including permits issued
by:
(1)
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act;
(2)
MDE pursuant to COMAR 26.23 (Non-tidal Wetlands) and Section 401 of the Clean Water Act;
(3)
MDE for construction on non-tidal waters of the State pursuant to COMAR 26.17.04;
(4)
MDE pursuant to COMAR 26.24 (Tidal Wetlands); and
(5)
Review applications for compliance with these regulations after all information required by the Floodplain
Administrator has been received.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.07. - Administration — Inspections.
3748/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The Floodplain Administrator shall make periodic inspections of development permitted in special flood hazard
areas, at appropriate times throughout the period of construction in order to monitor compliance. Such
inspections may include:
(a)
Wall Check inspection, to determine location on the site relative to the flood hazard area and designated
floodway.
(b)
Foundation inspection, upon placement of the lowest floor and prior to further vertical construction, to collect
information or certification of the elevation of the lowest floor.
(c)
Inspection of enclosures below the lowest floor, including crawl/underfloor spaces, to determine compliance
with applicable provisions.
(d)
Utility inspection, upon installation of specified mechanical and electrical equipment and appliances, to
determine appropriate location with respect to the base flood elevation.
(e)
Final inspection prior to issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-203.08. - Administration — Submissions Required Prior to Final Inspection.
Pursuant to the Agreement to Submit an Elevation Certificate submitted with the application as required, the
permittee shall have an Elevation Certificate prepared and submitted prior to final inspection and issuance of a
Certificate of Occupancy for elevated structures and manufactured homes, including new structures and
manufactured homes, substantially-improved structures and manufactured homes, and additions to structures and
manufactured homes.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-204. - Establishment of the County Floodplain.
(a)
Establishment of the County Floodplain and Danger Reach: The Department shall establish as the County
floodplain areas of the County that are subject to inundation by the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood and
shall delineate these areas on the official floodplain maps that shall be prepared and maintained in force as part
of this Division. Where flood elevations have been defined, the County floodplain shall be determined based on
1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood elevations rather than the area graphically delineated on the official
floodplain maps.
(b)
Area included. The County floodplain shall include all of the following areas:
(1)
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1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain as determined by FEMA, including all of the following FEMA
subcategories (also found in the Definitions section):
(A)
Zone A;
(B)
Zone AE and Zone A1-30;
(C)
Zone AH and Zone AO; and
(D)
Zone VE and Zone V1-30.
(2)
Special flood hazard areas, as defined herein and identified by the County.
(3)
Wetland floodplains - areas of wetland subject to inundation by the 1-percent annual (100-year) flood.
(4)
Area delineated by approved County Comprehensive Watershed Management Plans and supporting data to be
subject to the 1-percent annual (100-year) flood or determined to be subject to the 100-year flood by any other
floodplain study approved by the County.
(5)
Areas delineated by any other floodplain studies prepared using the County's GIS-based floodplain models.
(c)
Danger reach of a dam - The applicant shall define the area that will be flooded when a dam has been breached
by flood waters, as established by using the latest methodology of the Maryland Department of the Environment.
The danger reach limits are to be shown on the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain delineation
mapping and labelled as danger reach limits. Danger reach limits that extend beyond the 1-percent chance (100year) floodplain limits are not considered to be included in the 1-percent chance (100-year) floodplain area.
(d)
Floodplain buffer area - where proposed development is associated with a stream or tributary and the limits of
the floodplain cannot be accurately determined because of the lack of detailed floodplain data and analysis or
because of unknown effects of future development in the watershed, the Department may require that an
approximated floodplain boundary and a floodplain buffer be established and maintained as part of the
development. The floodplain buffer is twenty-five (25) feet, measured outside the approximated 1-percent
annual chance (100-year) floodplain delineation. The floodplain buffer is considered part of the 1-percent annual
chance (100-year) floodplain delineation and it is included in the floodplain easement.
(e)
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Areas excluded - areas associated with a watercourse having a drainage area less than fifty (50) acres of
watershed may be excluded, from the County 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain, subject to the
approval of the Department.
(f)
Sources - the County shall use the following sources for identifying the floodplain:
(1)
The effective FEMA Flood Insurance Study for Prince George's County, Maryland;
(2)
The most current FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps;
(3)
Approved County comprehensive watershed management plans;
(4)
Other floodplain studies approved by the County; and
(5)
Other floodplain studies prepared by the County or its designee using the County's GIS-based floodplain models.
(g)
Where conflicting elevations are found among the above sources, the highest elevation shall govern, including
the appropriate freeboard.
(h)
Revisions of the County floodplain:
(1)
The Department may amend the limits of the County floodplain to reflect the effect of specified flood protection
measures recommended in adopted County watershed plans that have been included in an adopted Prince
George's County Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for planning, design and construction, and for which the
County has all necessary federal and state permits, construction has been completed, and an as-built certification
has been issued. However, the County floodplain may not be based upon flood elevations lower than shown on
the effective FEMA map until concurrence in the lowered elevations has been received from FEMA in
accordance with applicable federal regulations.
(2)
The County floodplain limits shall be amended by the Department where studies or information provided by a
qualified agency or person document the need or possibility for such revision. Where there are no available
studies, or where existing studies have been determined by the Department to be inadequate, a new study of the
area shall be required. All such floodplain studies shall be performed in accordance with the Department's
requirements and criteria, which shall include, without limitation:
(A)
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System within the drainage basin either existing or included in an adopted County CIP for planning, design and
construction and, for which the County has all necessary federal and state permits, and construction has been
completed; and
(B)
Future land use based on existing zoning or based on adopted or approved master plans, or sectional map
amendments, whichever best reflects future land use in the opinion of the County.
(C)
Revisions to the floodplain that reflect changes, including but not limited to constructed grading, road crossings,
culverts, dams, embankments, bridges, changes in channel lining or vegetative cover.
(3)
FEMA Floodplain Modification: Any proposed reduction or modification to any area of the County identified by
FEMA as part of the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain must have the approval of FEMA, as
outlined in the NFIP regulations. Proposed modifications, including modifications based on existing conditions,
proposed construction, or as built conditions, must first be submitted to the Department and the Prince George's
County Department of the Environment for review, and the Department's recommendation on the proposed
modification shall be transmitted to FEMA with a copy to the submitter. Any proposed development in the
FEMA floodplain, which may result in any increase or decrease in base flood elevations or change to the FEMA
floodplain boundaries, must be modeled and submitted to the Department and the Prince George's County
Department of the Environment for review. If the proposed encroachment causes the base flood elevation to
increase by more than one (1) foot at any point within the community, the permit must be submitted to and
approved by FEMA for a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) prior to the issuance of a permit. A
CLOMR is required for any encroachment in the FEMA Floodway that would result in an increase in the base
flood elevation. An applicant must submit a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) to FEMA once a project has been
completed. A LOMR is required for any project that results in any change in the floodplain elevation of a half a
foot or greater, and any project that results in any change in the floodplain limit that is scaleable on the FEMA
maps. Hydrologic and hydraulic analysis based on the effective FEMA floodplain models must be performed in
accordance with standard engineering practices and certified by a registered professional engineer and must be
submitted to FEMA for approval. Failure to receive an approval letter from FEMA shall be grounds for denial of
the permit. The Department shall notify the Federal Insurance Administrator of revisions to the FEMA
floodplain within six (6) months after the date of completion of the modification by submitting technical and
scientific data in accordance with 44 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 65. All revisions and modifications of
the FEMA floodplain shall be subject to the review and approval by FEMA, the Department and the Prince
George's County Department of the Environment.
(i)
The Department shall provide the County floodplain maps to the public, upon request.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-205. - Development Regulations.
(a)
Within the County floodplain, no development shall be permitted except as provided in Subsection (b) unless a
waiver is obtained from the Department which permits such development.
(b)
Permitted Development. The following development shall be permitted:
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(1)
The modification, alteration, repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure which does not constitute
substantial improvement to the structure (including improvements to historic structures which do not affect the
exterior dimensions). The improvements shall be elevated and/or flood proofed to the greatest extent possible.
The elevation of the lowest floor shall be at or above the flood protection elevation or for dry flood proofing
shall extend flood proofing one (1) foot above the flood protection elevation in accordance with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers flood proofing regulations.
(2)
Private and public utilities and facilities which conform to the construction, design, and flood proofing
requirements of this Division.
(3)
Private or public streets crossing the floodplain, in compliance with County Road Code Subtitle 23-136.
(4)
Stormwater management facilities.
(5)
Small projections leading off of the floodplain which would be enclosed by storm drainage pipes.
(6)
In areas of shallow flooding (Zone AO), the lowest floor (including basements) shall be elevated at least as high
above the highest adjacent grade as the depth number specified in feet on the FIRM, plus two (2) feet.
(7)
Fill for proposed public and private roads and access driveways - Compensatory storage and conformance with
waiver requirements as described in Section 32-206 of the County Code is not required and is subject to the
requirements of the Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design Manual.
(c)
Easements: All areas within the County floodplain shall be dedicated to public use or for use as a park, or as a
floodplain or conservation easement, whichever is appropriate; the dedication or easement shall meet the County
requirements for form and content and shall be recorded among the Land Records of the County. The easement
requirement may be waived when, in the opinion of the Department, the waiver would not compromise any
public or private interests including the rights of the landowners, safety, and environmental protection; would
not conflict with any Federal, State or County laws; and the establishment of an easement would constitute an
unreasonable hardship on the applicant. A waiver of an easement may be granted only if the Department finds
that the applicant has demonstrated the following:
(1)
The property is already essentially developed and occupied by the applicant; or
(2)
The proposed disturbed area is less than twenty percent (20%) of the total area of a single residential lot; and
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(3)
The floodplain is clear of proposed improvements, including access roads, to the extent the floodplain area is not
used in conjunction with the proposed improvements; and
(4)
The floodplain is not likely to increase in the future nor would it be damaged by continuing stream flows or
flooding that may be caused, in part, by the existence of downgraded or upgraded public storm drain systems or
stormwater management facilities.
(d)
Obstructions: Fences and other matters or enclosures which may impede, retard, or change the direction of the
flow of water, or that will catch or collect debris carried by such water, or that are placed where the natural flow
of the stream or flood waters would carry such impediments downstream to the damage or detriment of either
public or private property in or adjacent to the floodplain shall not be permitted without a waiver and permit as
provided in this Division.
(e)
Minimize Floodplain Disturbance: All development shall be designed to minimize floodplain disturbance and
shall conform to all other applicable codes, ordinances, regulations, flood management, watershed management
plans and the requirements of the permit programs of all applicable Federal, State and local governments.
(f)
Lowest Floor and Setback Requirements: Any new or substantially improved residential or nonresidential
structures, including manufactured homes, shall be located outside the floodplain and have the lowest floor and
the surrounding ground elevated, by fill, to or above the flood protection elevation. Basements are not permitted.
The elevation of the lowest floor shall be certified by a registered surveyor or professional engineer on the asbuilt plan or after the lowest floor is in place. All new structures in any subdivision shall be located outside the
1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain boundary. All residential structures shall be set back at least
twenty-five (25) feet from the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain. For every activity in the
floodplain, the conditions described below in subsections (g) and (h) below, and Section 32-206 of the County
Code must be met.
(g)
Cut and Fill: If floodplain storage is reduced because of the project, an equal amount of compensatory storage
within the floodplain shall be provided. A site grading plan prepared by a professional engineer, showing a
balance of cut-and-fill, shall be submitted. The limits of the floodplain before and after development shall be
clearly shown on the site plan.
(h)
Changes in Base Flood Elevation: A detailed floodplain analysis shall be conducted to indicate that the new
floodplain can carry the discharge of the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood without increasing the water
surface elevation at any point on other private or public property either upstream or downstream from or
adjacent to the tract to be developed, unless such lands affected by an increase in water surface elevation are
either acquired by the applicant or reserved through acquisition of suitable floodplain easements, provided such
increases will not, in the determination of the Department, cause or aggravate damage to such properties and
provided that the necessary waiver is granted. However, development shall not increase water surface elevation
of the FEMA designated base flood more than one (1) foot at any point, unless the community first applies, then
fulfills the requirements of a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR). The floodplain analysis shall
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consider backwater conditions, ineffective flow areas, local obstructions and, where required by the Department
partial or complete failure or obstruction of any culvert or enclosed storm drainage system. The new floodplain
shall be designed to prevent detrimental erosion, overflow, or nuisance of any kind and shall ultimately
discharge into a storm drain facility or a watercourse in accordance with County standards and procedures.
(i)
Computations and Notifications: All proposals to offset the effects of development in the floodplain by
construction of stream modifications shall be documented by an engineering study prepared by a professional
engineer who fully evaluates the effects of such construction. The report shall use the 1-percent annual chance
(100-year) flood and floodplain data prepared by FEMA, if applicable, and other County-approved watershed
and floodplain studies. For permits that result in changes to the FEMA floodplain, evidence shall be provided
that all adjacent communities and the Maryland Department of the Environment have been notified by certified
mail regarding the proposed modification, as required for processing of a State of Maryland Waterway
Construction permit. Copies of these notifications shall then be forwarded to FEMA's Federal Insurance
Administration. The applicant or developer must conduct a study to assure that the 1-percent annual chance
(100-year) flood carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of the watercourse in question will be
maintained. If the development involves stormwater management facilities, the owner shall execute a declaration
of covenants for stormwater management maintenance with the County, which shall be recorded in the Land
Records.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-206. - Water Requirements for Development in Floodplain.
(a)
In order to undertake any development in the County floodplain other than as permitted in Section 32-205(b) of
the County Code, the applicant must obtain a waiver from the Director or the Director's designee.
(b)
The request for waiver shall include:
(1)
The information required for a permit for development as set forth in this Division;
(2)
A statement explaining the need for the development, any public benefit to be derived, and the actions that will
be taken to reduce the threat of any potential flooding, flood damage, or adverse environmental impacts;
(3)
Plans and studies as required by the Department.
(4)
The Name, address, and telephone number of the applicant and property owner; a legal description of the
property; a parcel map; a description of the existing use; description of the proposed use; a site map showing the
location of flood hazard areas, designated floodway boundaries, flood zones, base flood elevations, flood
protection setbacks; and a description of the waiver sought; and
(5)
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If the application is for a waiver to allow the lowest floor (A Zones) or bottom of the lowest horizontal structural
member (V Zones and Coastal A Zones) of a building or structure below the applicable minimum elevation
required by these regulations, the application shall include a statement signed by the owner that, if granted, the
conditions of the waiver shall be recorded on the deed of the property.
(c)
Required plans and studies. The Department may require plans and studies to be submitted. All studies shall be
subject to approval by the Department. All studies and calculations furnished to satisfy this provision shall
become the property of the County and may be used by the County for reviewing other development or for other
purposes. The request for a waiver shall include all necessary documentation, including analysis of hydrology
and hydraulic requirements, as defined in the Prince George's County Stormwater Management Design Manual
(latest edition) for technical analysis by the Department.
(d)
The Director shall grant a waiver only upon determining that:
(1)
There is good and sufficient cause that is based solely on the physical characteristics of the property and cannot
be based on the character of the improvement, the personal characteristics of the owner/inhabitant, or local
provision that regulate standards other than health and public safety;
(2)
The granting of the waiver will not result in additional threats to public safety, or other adverse impacts on other
public or private property either upstream, downstream or adjacent to the subject property;
(3)
The granting of the waiver will not result in fraud or victimization of the public;
(4)
The waiver is the minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief to the owner, and public
funds shall not be expended to mitigate the results of the waiver;
(5)
The development will not violate other Federal, State or local laws or regulations;
(6)
The waiver does not violate the purpose and intent of this Division;
(7)
The failure to grant the waiver would result in exceptional hardship due to the physical characteristics of the
property.
(8)
A building, structure or other development is protected by methods to minimize flood damages; and
(9)
3756/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

A waiver is the minimum necessary to afford relief, considering the flood hazard.
(e)
Waivers will not be granted for any filling, or the construction or placement of any structures or obstructions
which will ultimately be located in the FEMA-designated Floodways. Within the floodplain, waivers shall not be
granted for any new structures, the lowest floors of which are below flood protection elevations.
(f)
If granted, a waiver shall involve only the least modification necessary to provide relief. If it should become
necessary to grant a waiver, the applicant shall be required to comply with all applicable requirements of the
National Flood Insurance Program regulations (60.3d) including the requirements for elevation, flood proofing
and anchoring. The applicant must also comply with any other requirements considered necessary by the
Department. Notwithstanding any of the provisions above, all structures shall be designed and constructed so as
to have the capability of resisting the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood. Flood proofing is not an option
in residential construction. All residential structures must be elevated.
(g)
A record of all waiver actions, including justifications for their issuance, shall be maintained by the Department,
shall be included in a bi-annual report submitted to the Federal Insurance Administrator, and shall be available
upon request by FEMA or its authorized agent during periodic assessments of the County participation in the
National Flood Insurance Program.
(h)
As a condition of the waiver, the owner of the property being developed shall be required to execute covenants
to provide notice of the waiver, the potential for higher insurance premium rates, commensurate with the
increased risk (with rates up to $25 per $100 of insurance coverage), the flood hazard, and any responsibilities of
the owner to maintain flood proofing or stream modification facilities or systems, which covenants shall be
recorded among the Land Records of the County. Where there will be enclosed areas below the 1-percent annual
chance (100-year) flood elevation, the owner shall provide a statement to be recorded in the Land Records of the
County which reads, "No conversion of this area to habitable space is to occur unless the lowest floor is elevated
at or above the flood protection elevation. At this site the flood protection elevation is _______ in _______
(datum)."
(i)
All construction within the floodplain must indicate whether any portion of the site lies within the danger reach
of any existing or planned upstream dams. For information on danger reach, please refer to Prince George's
County Soil Conservation District Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Pond Safety Reference Manual (PGSCD
Reference Manual).
(j)
Considerations for Waiver. The Director shall consider and make findings of fact on all evaluations, all relevant
factors, requirements specified in other sections of these regulations, and the following factors:
(1)
The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others;
(2)
The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;
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(3)
The susceptibility of the proposed development and its contents (if applicable) to flood damage and the effect of
such damage on the individual owner;
(4)
The importance of the services to the community provided by the proposed development;
(5)
The availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not subject to, or are subject to less
flooding or erosion damage;
(6)
The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable, or if the facility is a functionally
dependent use;
(7)
The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;
(8)
The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and hazard mitigation plan for that area;
(9)
The safety of access to the property in times of flood for passenger vehicles and emergency vehicles;
(10)
The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment transport of the floodwaters and the effects of
wave action, if applicable, expected at the site;
(11)
The costs of providing government services during and after flood conditions, including maintenance and repair
of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems, and streets and bridges; and
(12)
The comments provided by the Department and/or the MDE.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain.
(a)
All development permitted in the County Floodplain shall comply with the following minimum standards where
applicable.
(1)
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In general, all new construction and substantial improvements which are permitted in the floodplain by waiver
pursuant to this Division shall be:
(A)
Designed (or modified) and adequately connected and anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral
movement of the structure due to structural loads and stresses, including hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads
and the effects of buoyancy, from flooding equal to the flood protection elevation or the elevation required by
these regulations or the building code, whichever is higher, and constructed to safely support flood loads. The
construction shall provide a complete load path capable of transferring all loads from their point of origin
through the load-resisting elements to the foundation;
(B)
Constructed and placed on the lots so as to offer the minimum obstruction to the flow and height of the flood
water;
(C)
Constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant to flood damage; and
(D)
Constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage and adverse environmental impacts.
(2)
The elevation of the lowest floor of all new or substantially improved structures, except for garages, storage and
accessory structures, which are less than three hundred (300) square feet and not used for human habitation,
shall be at or above the flood protection elevation. Basements in buildings within the floodplain as herein
defined are prohibited.
(3)
Enclosures below the lowest floor. New construction, substantial improvements and manufactured homes with
fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor, including but not limited to enclosures that are surrounded by rigid
skirting or other material that is attached to the frame the frame of foundation, crawl spaces, solid footings and
continuous foundations, shall be vented to equalize hydrostatic pressure by permitting the free entry and exit of
floodwaters and shall include the following as a minimum:
(A)
At least two openings having a total net area of not less than one square inch for every square foot of enclosed
area subject to flooding shall be provided;
(B)
The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above the interior floor, or the exterior grade
immediately below the opening;
(C)
Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or devices provided that they permit
the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters; and
(D)
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The owner shall include a statement on the building plans which states: "No conversion of this area to habitable
space is to occur unless the lowest floor is elevated at or above the flood protection elevation. At this site the
flood protection elevation is _______ in _______ (datum)."
(4)
Accessory structures. The new construction or substantial improvement of garages, storage sheds and similar
accessory structures shall meet the requirements set forth in Paragraph (3), above. Accessory structures should
be constructed with flood damage-resistant materials if it is below the base flood elevation, and constructed and
placed to offer the minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters.
(5)
Storage. Storage for materials that are buoyant, flammable, explosive, or that in times of flooding could be
injurious to human, animal or plant life shall not be constructed or permitted below the flood protection
elevation.
(6)
Fill.
(A)
Where allowed, fill material shall comply with the requirements of Sections 32-156 through 32-158 of this
Subtitle.
(B)
Fill slopes shall be no steeper than one (1) vertical to two (2) horizontal, unless substantiating data justifying
steeper slopes are submitted to and approved by the County.
(C)
Fill shall be used only to the extent to which it does not adversely affect adjacent properties.
(D)
Disposal of fill, including but not limited to earthen soils, rock, rubble, construction debris, woody debris, and
trash, shall not be permitted in special flood hazard areas.
(E)
Fill shall not be placed in Coastal A Zones or coastal high hazard areas (V Zones).
(7)
Landscape design.
(A)
Where permitted, disturbance or removal of the natural vegetation in the floodplain shall be avoided or
minimized.
(B)
Adequate ground cover shall be provided for soil stabilization.
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(C)
Design of land contours and choice of plant materials shall direct surface runoff away from structures and shall
not increase surface runoff onto neighboring properties.
(8)
Electrical and plumbing systems.
(A)
All new or substantially improved structures which are permitted in the floodplain based upon a waiver shall
have electrical systems, equipment and components, and mechanical, heating, ventilating, air conditioning, and
plumbing appliances, plumbing fixtures, duct systems, and other service equipment located at or above the flood
protection elevation or V Zones and Coastal A Zones:
(i)
The bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member that supports the lowest floor shall be located at or above
the base flood elevation.
(ii)
Basement floors that are below grade on all sides are prohibited.
These structures shall have electrical systems, equipment and components, and mechanical, heating, ventilating,
air conditioning, and plumbing appliances, plumbing fixtures, duct systems, and other service equipment located
at or above the elevation of the lowest floor. Electrical wiring systems are permitted to be located below
elevation of the lowest floor provided they conform to the provisions of the electrical part of the building code
for wet locations. If replaced as part of a substantial improvement, electrical systems, equipment and
components, and heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and plumbing appliances, plumbing fixtures, duct
systems, and other service equipment shall meet the requirements of this Section. The space below an elevated
building shall either be free-of-obstruction or, if enclosed by walls, shall meet the requirements of paragraph (a)
(3) of this Section.
(B)
No electrical distribution panels shall be permitted at an elevation less than three (3) feet above the elevation of
the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood.
(9)
Public and private utilities. The design, placement and construction of all public and private utilities and
facilities shall meet the following requirements:
(A)
New or replacement water supply systems and/or sanitary sewage systems shall be designed and flood proofed
to eliminate or minimize infiltration of flood waters into the systems and discharges from the systems into the
flood waters, and to avoid impairment during flooding and to minimize flood damage. On-site waste disposal
systems shall be located to avoid impairment to or contamination from infiltration during conditions of flooding.
(i)
Cesspools and seepage pits are prohibited.
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(ii)
Septic tanks are permitted provided they are securely anchored to resist buoyant forces during inundation.
(iii)
All pipes connected to sewage systems shall be sealed to prevent leakage.
(B)
All gas, electrical and other facility and utility systems shall be located, constructed and flood proofed to
eliminate or minimize flood damage. The following applies to gas and liquid storage tanks:
(i)
Underground tanks in flood hazard areas shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement
resulting from hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy, during conditions of the base flood.
(ii)
Above-ground tanks in flood hazard areas shall be anchored to a supporting structure and elevated to or above
the base flood elevation, or shall be anchored or otherwise designed and constructed to prevent flotation,
collapse, or lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of
buoyancy, during conditions of the base flood.
(iii)
In flood hazard areas, tank inlets, fill openings, outlets and vents shall be:
(a)
At or above the base flood elevation or fitted with covers designed to prevent the inflow of floodwater or
outflow of the contents of the tanks during conditions of the base flood; and
(b)
Anchored to prevent lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects
of buoyancy, during conditions of the base flood.
(C)
All new storm drainage facilities within and leading to or from the County floodplain shall be adequately
designed, and installed to eliminate or minimize property damage resulting from the flood waters of the 1percent annual chance (100-year) flood and to minimize adverse environmental impacts of their installation and
use.
(10)
Recreational vehicles located within the floodplain may be exempted from the elevation and anchoring
requirements provided they are:
(A)
Located on the site less than 180 consecutive days per year;
(B)
3762/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Fully licensed and ready for highway use; and
(C)
Properly permitted.
A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels and jacking system, is attached to the site by
quick disconnect type utilities and securing devices, and has no permanently attached additions. If it cannot meet
all of these criteria, the recreational vehicle must be considered a manufactured home and is subject to the
elevation and construction standards of this Subtitle.
(11)
All notice of the flood hazard and the waiver action shall be placed on the deed or other title document of the
property on which the waiver is granted.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.01. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Subdivision Proposals and
Development Proposals.
Subdivision and development proposals shall be reviewed by the Department of Permitting, Inspections and
Enforcement to must address the following requirements:
(a)
Subdivision proposals and development proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage
and are subject to all applicable standards in these regulations.
(b)
Subdivision proposals and development proposals shall have utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical,
and water systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage.
(c)
Subdivision proposals and development proposals shall have adequate drainage paths provided to reduce
exposure to flood hazards and to guide floodwaters around and away from proposed structures.
(d)
Subdivision proposals and development proposals containing at least five (5) lots or at least five (5) acres,
whichever is the lesser, that are wholly or partially in flood hazard areas where base flood elevation data are not
provided by the Floodplain Administrator or available from other sources, shall be supported by determinations
of base flood elevations as required in Prince George's County Stormwater Management Manual.
(e)
Proposed Subdivision access roads shall be designed to convey the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) storm
with at least one (1) foot of freeboard from the 100-year backwater elevation to the ground elevation at the
public right-of-way for closed section roadways, or to the edge of paving for an open section roadways, or to the
bottom of a new bridge superstructure. If an existing access roadway is inundated by floodplain (6-inch
inundation or more) due to the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) storm, such that the 1 foot of freeboard
cannot be achieved, approval is required through a waiver process with the Director or the Director's designee.
(f)
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In special flood hazard areas of non-tidal waters of the State:
(1)
Subdivision proposals shall be laid out such that proposed building pads are located outside of the special flood
hazard area and any portion of platted lots that include land areas that are below the base flood elevation shall be
used for other purposes, deed restricted, or otherwise protected to preserve it as open space.
(2)
In special flood hazard areas of non-tidal waters of the State: Subdivision access roads shall have the driving
surface at or above the base flood elevation.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.02. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Historic Structures.
Repair, alteration, addition, rehabilitation, or other improvement of historic structures shall be subject to the
requirements of these regulations if the proposed work is determined to be a substantial improvement, unless a
determination is made that the proposed work will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic
structure. The Floodplain Administrator or designee may require documentation of a structure's continued
eligibility and designation as a historic structure.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.03. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Manufactured Homes.
(a)
New or substantially improved manufactured homes shall not be placed or installed in floodplain, floodways or
coastal high hazard areas (V Zones).
(b)
New manufactured homes located outside of floodplains and floodways and coastal high hazard areas (V
Zones), replacement manufactured homes in any flood hazard areas, and substantial improvement (including
repair of substantial damage) of existing manufactured homes in all flood hazard area, shall:
(1)
Be elevated on a permanent, reinforced foundation in accordance with this ordinance, as applicable to the flood
zone; and
(2)
Be installed in accordance with the anchor and tie-down requirements of the building code or the manufacturer's
written installation instructions and specifications.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.04. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Critical and Essential Facilities.
Critical and essential facilities shall:
(a)
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Not be located in coastal high hazard areas (V Zones), Coastal A Zones or floodways.
(b)
If located in flood hazard areas other than coastal high hazard areas, Coastal A Zones and floodways, shall be
elevated to the flood protection elevation or higher.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.05. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Temporary Structures and
Temporary Storage.
In addition to the application requirements, applications for the placement or erection of temporary structures
and the temporary storage of any goods, materials, and equipment, shall specify the duration of the temporary
use. Temporary structures and temporary storage in the floodplain shall meet the limitations of these regulations.
In addition:
(a)
Temporary structures shall:
(1)
Be designed and constructed to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic
loads and hydrostatic loads during conditions of the base flood;
(2)
Have electric service installed in compliance with the electric code; and
(3)
Comply with all other requirements of the applicable State and local permit authorities.
(b)
Temporary storage shall not include hazardous materials.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.06. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Functionally Dependent Uses.
Applications for functionally dependent uses that do not conform to the requirements of these regulations shall
be approved only through a waiver. If approved, functionally dependent uses shall be protected by methods that
minimize flood damage during the base flood, including measures to allow floodwaters to enter and exit, use of
flood damage-resistant materials, and elevation of electric service and equipment to the extent practical given
the use of the building.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.07. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Development in Floodways.
For proposed development that will encroach into a designated floodway, the applicant is required to submit an
evaluation of alternatives to such encroachment, including different uses of the site or the portion of the site
within the floodway, and minimization of such encroachment. This requirement does not apply to fences that do
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not block the flow of floodwaters or trap debris. Proposed development in a designated floodway may be
permitted only if:
(a)
The applicant has been issued a permit by MDE; and
(b)
The applicant has developed hydrologic and hydraulic engineering analyses and technical data prepared by a
licensed professional engineer reflecting such changes, and the analyses, which shall be submitted to the
Floodplain Administrator, demonstrate that the proposed activity will not result in any increase in the base flood
elevation; or
(c)
If the analyses demonstrate that the proposed activities will result in an increase in the base flood elevation, the
applicant has obtained a Conditional Letter of Map Revision and a Letter of Map Revision from FEMA upon
completion of the project. Submittal requirements and fees shall be the responsibility of the applicant.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.08. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Roads, Bridges, Culverts, Dams
and In-Stream Ponds.
Construction of roads, bridges, culverts, dams and in-stream ponds in non-tidal waters of the State shall not be
constructed unless they comply with this section and the applicant has received a permit from MDE.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.09. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Alteration of a Watercourse.
For any proposed development that involves alteration of a watercourse the applicant shall develop hydrologic
and hydraulic engineering analyses and technical data reflecting such changes, including the floodplain analysis,
and submit such technical data to the Floodplain Administrator. This shall also be submitted to FEMA for
projects that affect a FEMA established 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain. The analyses shall be
prepared by a licensed professional engineer in a format required by MDE and by FEMA for a Conditional
Letter of Map Revision or Letter of Map Revision. Submittal requirements and fees shall be the responsibility of
the applicant. Alteration of a watercourse may be permitted only upon submission, by the applicant, of the
following:
(a)
A description of the extent to which the watercourse will be altered or relocated;
(b)
A certification by a licensed professional engineer that the flood-carrying capacity of the watercourse will not be
diminished;
(c)
Evidence that adjacent communities, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and MDE have been notified of the
proposal, and evidence that such notifications have been submitted to FEMA, for projects that affect a FEMA
established 1-percent annual chance (100-year) floodplain; and
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(d)
Evidence that the applicant shall be responsible for providing the necessary maintenance for the altered or
relocated portion of the watercourse so that the flood carrying capacity will not be diminished. The Floodplain
Administrator may require the applicant to enter into an agreement with Prince George's County specifying the
maintenance responsibilities; if an agreement is required, the permit shall be conditioned to require that the
agreement be recorded on the deed of the property which shall be binding on future owners.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-207.010. - Construction and Design Standards within the Floodplain — Horizontal Additions.
(a)
A horizontal addition proposed for a building or structure that was constructed after the date specified in Section
32-202 of the County Code shall comply with the applicable requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code
and this section.
(b)
In non-tidal waters of the State that are subject to the regulatory authority of MDE, all horizontal additions shall
comply with the applicable requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code and this Section and:
(1)
If the addition is structurally connected to the base building, the requirements of paragraph (c) apply.
(2)
If the addition has an independent foundation and is not structurally connected to the base building and the
common wall with the base building is modified by no more than a doorway, the base building is not required to
be brought into compliance.
(c)
For horizontal additions that are structurally connected to the base building:
(1)
If the addition combined with other proposed repairs, alterations, or modifications of the base building
constitutes substantial improvement, the base building and the addition shall comply with the applicable
requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code and this section.
(2)
If the addition constitutes substantial improvement, the base building and the addition shall comply with all of
the applicable requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code and this section.
(d)
For horizontal additions with independent foundations that are not structurally connected to the base building
and the common wall with the base building is modified by no more than a doorway, the base building is not
required to be brought into compliance. A horizontal addition to a building or structure that is not substantial
improvement, and is not located in nontidal waters of the State, is not required to comply with this section.
(CB-38-2016)
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Sec. 32-208. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — General Requirements.
(a)
General Requirements: In addition to the general requirements pursuant to Section 32-207 of the County Code,
for any development and construction in the coastal and wetland floodplains shall also meet the following
requirements:
(1)
Apply in flood hazard areas that are identified as coastal high hazard areas (V Zones) and Coastal A Zones (if
delineated).
(2)
Apply to all development, new construction, substantial improvements (including repair of substantial damage),
and placement, replacement, and substantial improvement (including repair of substantial damage) of
manufactured homes.
(A)
Exception: In Coastal A Zones, the requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code shall apply to substantial
improvements (including repair of substantial damage), and the substantial improvement of manufactured homes
(including repair of substantial damage) and replacement manufactured homes.
(b)
The development shall be subject to the provisions of this Code regulating development in the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Areas.
(c)
In the wetland floodplain the following regulations shall apply:
(1)
The Department shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any wetlands classification data available from a
Federal, State or other source to determine the boundaries and characteristics of the wetland floodplain. When
the boundary of the wetland floodplain is unknown, obscure, or undefined, the applicant shall evaluate each site
to determine the actual extent of wetlands.
(2)
Except where specifically allowed by the Department and the Maryland Department of the Environment and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the following shall be prohibited:
(A)
Filling, dumping or excavating of any kind;
(B)
Drainage or alteration of the natural drainage and circulation of surface or ground waters; and
(C)
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Removal of natural vegetation.
(3)
The Department may approve development or construction upon determining that the proposed uses:
(A)
Require access to water or wetlands, or are water dependent;
(B)
Have no prudent or feasible alternative site which does not involve wetland areas;
(C)
Will result in minimum feasible alteration or impairment to wetland functional characteristics and existing
contour, vegetation, fish and wildlife resources and hydrologic conditions of the wetland area; and
(D)
Meet all applicable regulations of Subtitle 5B when located in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Overlay Zone.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-208.01. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — Location and Site Preparation.
(a)
The placement of structural fill for the purpose of elevating buildings is prohibited.
(b)
Buildings shall be located landward of the reach of mean high tide.
(c)
Minor grading, and the placement of minor quantities of fill, shall be permitted for landscaping and for drainage
purposes under and around buildings and for support of parking slabs, pool decks, patios and walkways.
(d)
Site preparations shall not alter sand dunes unless an engineering analysis demonstrates that the potential for
flood damage is not increased.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-208.02. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — Residential and Nonresidential Structures.
New structures and substantial improvement (including repair of substantial damage) of existing structures shall
comply with the applicable requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code and the requirements of this
Section.
(a)
Foundations:
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(1)
Structures shall be supported on pilings or columns and shall be adequately anchored to such pilings or columns.
Pilings shall have adequate soil penetrations to resist the combined wave and wind loads (lateral and uplift).
Water loading values used shall be those associated with the base flood. Wind loading values shall be those
required by applicable building codes. Pile embedment shall include consideration of decreased resistance
capacity caused by scour of soil strata surrounding the piling.
(2)
Slabs, pools, pool decks and walkways shall be located and constructed to be structurally independent of
structures and their foundations to prevent transfer of flood loads to the structures during conditions of flooding,
scour, or erosion from wave-velocity flow conditions, and shall be designed to minimize debris impacts to
adjacent properties and public infrastructure.
(b)
Elevation Requirements:
(1)
The bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member that supports the lowest floor shall be located at or above
the flood protection elevation.
(2)
Basement floors that are below grade on all sides are prohibited.
(3)
The space below an elevated building shall either be free-of-obstruction or, if enclosed by walls, shall meet the
requirements of paragraph (d) below.
(c)
Certification of Design. As required in Section 32-204 of the County Code, the applicant shall include in the
application a certification prepared by a licensed professional engineer or a licensed architect that the design and
methods of construction to be used meet the requirements of Section 32-208.03(c) and (d), and the building
code.
(d)
Enclosures Below the Lowest Floor:
(1)
Enclosures below the lowest floor shall be used solely for parking of vehicles, building access or limited storage;
(2)
Enclosures below the lowest floor shall be less than two hundred ninety-nine (299) square feet in area (exterior
measurement);
(3)
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Walls and partitions are permitted below the elevated floor, provided that such walls and partitions are designed
to break away under flood loads and are not part of the structural support of the building or structure;
(4)
Electrical, mechanical, and plumbing system components shall not be mounted on or penetrate through walls
that are designed to break away under flood loads;
(5)
Walls intended to break away under flood loads shall be constructed with insect screening or open lattice, or
shall be designed to break away or collapse without causing collapse, displacement or other structural damage to
the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system. Such walls, framing and connections shall
have a design safe loading resistance of not less than 10 pounds per square foot and no more than twenty (20)
pounds per square foot; or
(6)
Where wind loading values of the building code exceed twenty (20) pounds per square foot, the applicant shall
submit a certification prepared and sealed by a licensed professional engineer or licensed architect that:
(A)
The walls and partitions below the lowest floor have been designed to collapse from a water load less than that
which would occur during the base flood.
(B)
The elevated portion of the building and supporting foundation system have been designed to withstand the
effects of wind and flood loads acting simultaneously on all building components (structural and nonstructural).
Water loading values used shall be those associated with the base flood; wind loading values used shall be those
required by the building code.
(C)
In Coastal A Zones, in addition to the requirements of this section, walls below the lowest floor shall have flood
openings that meet the requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-208.03. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — Horizontal Additions to Structures.
(a)
A horizontal addition proposed for a building or structure that was constructed after the date specified in Section
32-202 of the County Code shall comply with the applicable requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code
and this Section.
(b)
For horizontal additions, whether structurally connected or not structurally connected, to the base building:
(1)
If the addition combined with other proposed repairs, alterations, or modifications of the base building
constitutes substantial improvement, the base building and the addition shall comply with the applicable
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requirements of Section 32-207 of the County Code and this Section.
(2)
If the addition constitutes substantial improvement, the base building and the addition shall comply with all of
the applicable requirements of Section 32-205 of the County Code and this section. Note: The base building is
required to comply otherwise it is an obstruction that does not comply with the free-of-obstruction requirement
that applies to the elevated addition under Section 32-208 of the County Code.
(c)
A horizontal addition to a building or structure that is not substantial improvement is not required to comply
with this section.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-208.04. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — Accessory Structures.
(a)
Accessory structures shall be limited to not more than three hundred (300) square feet in total floor area.
(b)
Accessory structures shall comply with the elevation requirements and other requirements of Section 32-208 of
the County Code or, if not elevated, shall:
(1)
Be useable only for parking of vehicles or limited storage;
(2)
Be constructed with flood damage-resistant materials below the base flood elevation;
(3)
Be constructed and placed to offer the minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters;
(4)
Be anchored to prevent flotation;
(5)
Have electrical service and mechanical equipment elevated to or above the base flood elevation; and
(6)
If larger than one hundred (100) square feet in size, have walls that meet the requirements of Section 32-208, as
applicable for the flood zone; and if located in Coastal A Zones, walls shall have flood openings that meet the
requirements of Section 32-207.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-208.05. - Coastal and Wetland Floodplain Regulations — Other Structures and Development.
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(a)
Decks and Patios: In addition to the requirements of the building code or the residential code, decks and patios
shall be located, designed, and constructed in compliance with the following:
(1)
A deck that is structurally attached to a building or structure shall have the bottom of the lowest horizontal
structural member at or above the flood protection elevation and any supporting members that extend below the
design flood elevation shall comply with the foundation requirements that apply to the building or structure,
which shall be designed to accommodate any increased loads resulting from the attached deck.
(2)
A deck or patio that is located below the flood protection elevation shall be structurally independent from
structures and their foundation systems, and shall be designed and constructed either to remain intact and in
place during base flood conditions or to break apart into small pieces that will not cause structural damage to
adjacent elevated structures.
(3)
A deck or patio that has a vertical thickness of more than twelve (12) inches or that is constructed with more
than the minimum amount of fill that is necessary for site drainage shall not be approved unless an analysis
demonstrates no harmful diversion of floodwaters or wave run-up and wave reflection that would increase
damage to adjacent elevated structures.
(4)
A deck or patio that has a vertical thickness of twelve (12) inches or less and that is at natural grade or on fill
material that is similar to and compatible with local soils and is the minimum amount necessary for site drainage
may be approved without requiring analysis of the impact on diversion of floodwaters or wave run-up and wave
reflection.
(b)
Other Development: Other development activities shall be permitted only if located outside the footprint of, and
not structurally attached to, structures, and only if an analysis demonstrates no harmful diversion of floodwaters
or wave run-up and wave reflection onto adjacent elevated structures. Other development includes but is not
limited to:
(1)
Bulkheads, seawalls, retaining walls, revetments, and similar erosion control structures;
(2)
Solid fences, privacy walls, and fences prone to trapping debris, unless designed and constructed to fail under
base flood conditions; and
(3)
Mounded septic systems.
(CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-209. - Permit Requirements within the Floodplain.
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(a)
A permit is required for all development (including, but not limited to, construction of and/or substantial
improvements to buildings and structures, placement of manufactured homes or buildings, fill, temporary
development, new or replacement infrastructure, or any combination thereof) in the floodplain. However, for a
development associated with a watercourse having a drainage area of less than 50 acres, a detailed floodplain
study may be waived, subject to the approval of the Department.
(b)
An application for a permit shall be submitted to the Department. The application shall be part of the application
for a building or grading permit when such a permit is otherwise required for the proposed development.
(c)
The following additional information shall be required, where applicable:
(1)
If the development includes any grading, new construction, or exterior modifications to existing structures, a site
grading plan prepared by a professional engineer or architect showing: the size and location of the proposed
development and any existing buildings or structures; the location, dimensions and elevation in mean sea level
of the site in relation to the stream channel, shoreline and the floodplain; the elevations of the 1-percent annual
chance (100-year) flood, the existing and proposed final grading and the lowest floor elevations of all structures;
the method of elevating the proposed structure, including proposed fill, retaining walls, foundations, erosion
protection measures; and such other information as may be required by the Department.
(2)
For substantial improvement to existing structures, a summary description of the proposed work and estimated
cost.
(3)
New construction or substantial improvements of nonresidential structures within the floodplain shall be
certified by a professional engineer or a licensed architect, through the execution of a Flood Proofing Certificate
that states that the design and methods of construction meet the requirements of this section. A Flood Proofing
Certificate shall be submitted with the construction drawings.
(4)
A plan showing the location of all existing and proposed public and private utilities, facilities, drainage
structures and road access. If the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood elevation has been determined, it
shall be delineated on the proposed plan. For all proposals associated with a watercourse having a drainage area
of fifty (50) acres or more, the Department shall approve the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood elevation
using floodplain models and the applicant shall delineate it on the proposed plan. Private consultant engineering
studies and studies using the County's GIS-based floodplain models will be accepted by the Department. In
addition, field survey information of structures, within the floodplain, as may be required by the County to
complete the study, shall be supplied by the applicant. For all proposals associated with a watercourse having a
drainage area of fifty (50) acres or less, the delineation of the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood may be
excluded upon the approval of the Department. All plans shall be certified by a professional engineer.
(d)
The application shall be reviewed by the Department to assure that:
3774/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

(1)
The proposed development is consistent with the construction and design requirements of this Division;
(2)
Adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards;
(3)
The plans provide at least one access which will permit safe vehicular ingress and egress from the subdivision
and/or new development during the 1-percent annual chance (100-year) flood;
(4)
Adequate measures have been taken to minimize any potential adverse environmental impacts of the proposed
development; and
(5)
The development complies with the requirements of this Division and all other applicable codes and ordinances.
(e)
No construction or development will occur until all other Federal, State and local permits and approvals have
been obtained.
(f)
During the construction period, the Department shall inspect the premises to determine that the work is
progressing in compliance with the permit and with all applicable laws and ordinances. The premises shall also
be subject to inspection by the Maryland Department of the Environment. In the event that the Department
determines that the work is not in compliance with the permit or all applicable laws and ordinances, or that there
has been a false statement or misrepresentation by the applicant, the Department shall report such fact to the
Maryland Department of the Environment for whatever action it considers necessary as well as pursuing
compliance as provided under this Division and Subtitle.
(g)
A use and occupancy permit shall not be approved until the Department has been provided with a completed
elevation certificate prepared by a registered land surveyor or engineer certifying the "as-built" elevation of the
subject construction.
(h)
A record or log of permits issued for development in the County floodplain shall be maintained by the
Department and shall be available upon request to FEMA or its authorized agent (the Maryland Department of
the Environment) during periodic assessments of the County participation in the National Flood Insurance
Program. Such record shall include at a minimum the date the permit was issued, the "as-built" lowest floor
elevation of all new construction or substantial improvement, the issuance date of the use and occupancy permit,
a copy of the completed elevation certificate, and any map amendments issued by FEMA.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-210. - Appeals.
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(a)
A person aggrieved by a decision of the Department under this Division may file an appeal in writing with the
Board of Appeals for Prince George's Department within ten (10) days of receiving notice of the Department's
decision.
(b)
The Board may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the Department only if the decision of the Department
is clearly erroneous, illegal, arbitrary or capricious or unsupported by any substantial evidence. The Board shall
not have the authority to issue an order which is in conflict with a lawful order of the Department, the
requirements and provisions of this Division, or the Federal or State floodplain regulations.
(c)
Further appeals shall be to the Circuit Court pursuant to the Maryland Rules on Administrative Appeals.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-211. - Enforcement and Penalties.
(a)
Compliance Required.
(1)
The Department may issue a notice of violation to any person, firm, association or corporation who fails to
comply with the standards and requirements of this Division for construction or development in the floodplain,
which notice may provide a reasonable time in which to comply.
(2)
Any person who fails to comply with a notice of violation or other lawful direction of the Director shall be
subject to civil citation and a monetary fine pursuant to Section 28-261 of this Code.
(3)
The Department shall promptly notify the Federal Insurance Administrator and the Maryland Department of the
Environment of any structure or development in the floodplain which is in violation of this Division in order that
new or renewal National Flood Insurance on the subject property may be denied or other appropriate remedies
may be pursued by these agencies.
(A)
Failure to obtain a permit shall be a violation of these regulations and shall be subject to penalties in accordance
with this Section.
(B)
Permits issued on the basis of plans and applications approved by the Department authorize only the specific
activities set forth in such approved plans and applications or amendments thereto. Use, arrangement, or
construction of such specific activities that are contrary to that authorization shall be deemed a violation of these
regulations.
(b)
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Notice of Violation and Stop Work Order. If the Floodplain Administrator or designee determines that there has
been a violation of any provision of these regulations, the Floodplain Administrator shall give notice of such
violation to the owner, the owner's authorized agent, and the person responsible for such violation, and may
issue a stop work order. The notice of violation or stop work order shall be in writing and shall:
(1)
Include a list of violations, referring to the section or sections of these regulations that have been violated;
(2)
Order remedial action which, if taken, will effect compliance with the provisions of these regulations;
(3)
Specify a reasonable period of time to correct the violation;
(4)
Advise the recipients of the right to appeal; and
(5)
Be posted in a conspicuous place in or on the property and sent by registered or certified mail to the last known
mailing address, residence, or place of business of the recipients.
(c)
Violations and Penalties. Violations of these regulations or failure to comply with the requirements of these
regulations or any conditions attached to a permit or waiver shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person
responsible for a violation shall comply with the notice of violation or stop work order. Failure to comply has
following consequences.
(1)
Any person who violates the provisions of this Division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be subject to a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment not
exceeding six (6) months, or both, for each violation, with costs imposed at the discretion of the Court. Each day
that the violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.
(2)
The imposition of a civil or criminal fine or penalty for any violation or noncompliance with this Division shall
not excuse the violator from the requirement to correct or remedy the violation within a reasonable time. The
County Attorney may institute injunctive, mandamus or other appropriate action or proceedings at law or equity
for the enforcement of this Ordinance, and any court of competent jurisdiction shall have the right to issue
restraining orders, temporary or permanent injunctions, mandamus or other appropriate forms of remedy or
relief.
(3)
Each day a violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent
Prince George's County from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.
(d)
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The Department shall promptly notify the Federal Insurance Administrator and the Maryland Department of the
Environment of any structure or development in the floodplain which is in violation of this Division in order that
new or renewal National Flood Insurance on the subject property may be denied or other appropriate remedies
may be pursued by these agencies.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-212. - Fees for Conducting the Floodplain Study.
Fees for GIS-Based Floodplain Studies: The fees for the County to conduct a floodplain study using the GISbased floodplain models pursuant to this Subtitle shall be adopted by resolution of the Prince George's County
Council. The County Executive shall propose and recommend to the County Council a schedule of fees that
reflects the actual costs associated with conducting the study and administering and maintaining the GIS
database and hardware needed for the models pursuant to the floodplain study.
(CB-15-2011; CB-38-2016)
Sec. 32-213 through Sec. 32-215. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - NONTIDAL WETLAND PROTECTION ORDINANCE.
Sec. 32-216. - Short Title; Purpose.
(a)
The provisions of this Division shall constitute and be known as the "Nontidal Wetland Protection Ordinance" of
Prince George's County, Maryland.
(b)
Prince George's County has established a comprehensive program for the protection, conservation and regulation
of nontidal wetlands. The goal of this program is to ensure no net loss of nontidal wetland acreage and function
and to strive for a net resource gain in the County. This program is to be administered by the Department of
Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement under the provisions of this Ordinance.
(c)
It is the intent of Prince George's County to protect the County's nontidal wetland resources through a
comprehensive Countywide program in cooperation with State and Federal agencies. Through this program
further degradation and losses of nontidal wetlands will be prevented wherever possible. Where losses are
unavoidable, these losses will be offset through restoration or creation of nontidal wetlands.
(d)
The provisions of this Ordinance are adopted pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources
Article, Section 8-1201, et seq., and Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 08.05.04.22 and are subject to
the provisions described therein.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-217. - Definitions.
(a)
Applicability of definitions. The definitions contained in Subtitle 32, Divisions 2 and 3 of this Code may apply
to this Division and shall be supplemented by the definitions in Subsection (b) of this Section.
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(b)
Terms Defined. Wherever the following words are used in, or in conjunction with the administration of this
Division, they shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this Section.
(1)
Adaptive Vegetation - plant species which are not native but provide similar value to native species and grow
successfully in Maryland.
(2)
Adverse Impact - any diminishment of nontidal wetland acreage or function.
(3)
Agricultural Activity - aquaculture and farming activities including plowing, tillage, cropping, seeding,
cultivating, and the grazing and raising of livestock, sod production and other products cultivated as part of a
recognized commercial enterprise, and harvesting for production of food and fiber products, excluding forest
products. The definition includes tobacco, nursery stock, Christmas trees, aquaculture ponds, and other ponds
used to conduct farming activities. Activities that result in a change to a land use other than agriculture are not
agricultural activities. Structures or temporary storage areas related to sale of products are excluded from this
definition.
(4)
Agriculture - a land use dominated by the production of food, fiber, aquaculture or livestock, and other products
cultivated as part of a recognized commercial enterprise.
(5)
Applicant - a person who signs the Nontidal Wetland Concept Plan and Nontidal Wetland Permit Application.
(6)
Aquaculture - the commercial rearing of finfish, shellfish and aquatic plants for sale, trade, barter or shipment.
(7)
Aquaculture Facility - a pond, impoundment, raceway or tank and their associated structures essential for the
purpose of aquaculture.
(8)
Areas that have Lain Fallow - areas used for agriculture or forestry activities that are not in production for
agriculture or forest products.
(9)
Avoid - to refrain from conducting an activity that may adversely impact a nontidal wetland.
(10)
Best Management Practices - conservation practices or systems of practices and management measures that:
(A)
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Control soil loss and reduce water quality degradation caused by nutrients, animal waste, toxics and sediment;
and
(B)
Minimize adverse impacts to the surface water, groundwater flow, and circulation patterns, and to the chemical,
physical and biological characteristics of a nontidal wetland.
(11)
Bog - a nontidal wetland characterized by organic soils, accumulated peat, and soils saturated to the surface
through the year with minimal fluctuation in water level.
(12)
Buffer - a regulated area 25 feet in width surrounding a nontidal wetland, measured from the outer edge of the
nontidal wetland.
(13)
Clean Water Act - the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, as amended by the Clean Water Act of 1977
and later amendments (33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq.).
(14)
Comprehensive Watershed Management Plan - a plan developed in cooperation with Federal, State and local
agencies and approved by the County and Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) that addresses
nontidal wetland protection, creation, restoration, enhancement, cumulative impacts, flood protection, water
supply concerns and other natural resource elements for a specific area or region.
(15)
Corps Delineation Manual - the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1 and
any subsequent amendments, which is incorporated by reference.
(16)
Creation - actions performed which establish nontidal on upland sites.
(17)
Critical Habitat - habitat necessary for the survival of threatened or endangered species, or species in need of
conservation.
(18)
Department - the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement.
(19)
Destruction or Removal of Plant Life that would alter the Character of a Nontidal Wetland:
(A)
The physical removal of natural nontidal wetland vegetation; or
(B)
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Causing mortality of nontidal wetland vegetation by the application of herbicides, hydrologic alteration, or by
other means.
(20)
Director - the Director of the Prince George's County Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement
or the designee of the Director.
(21)
Discharge of Fill Material - the addition of fill material, from any source, into a nontidal wetland area. Activities
that can result in the discharge of fill material include:
(A)
Placement of fill necessary for the construction of any structure;
(B)
Building or any structure or impoundment requiring rock, sand, dirt, or other materials for its construction;
(C)
Site development fills for recreational, industrial, commercial, residential, and other uses;
(D)
Causeways or road fills;
(E)
Dams and dikes;
(F)
Artificial islands;
(G)
Property protection or reclamation devices, or both;
(H)
Levees; and
(I)
Fills for structures such as, and associated with, sewage treatment facilities and intake and outfall pipes.
(22)
Disturbance of Water Level or Water Table - the alteration of the existing elevation of groundwater or surface
water by:
(A)
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Adding or impounding a sufficient quantity of stormwater or water from other sources to modify the existing
vegetation, values or functions of the nontidal wetlands; or
(B)
Draining, ditching, or otherwise causing the depletion of the existing groundwater or surface water levels so that
the activity would modify the existing vegetation.
(23)
Drainage basin - an area drained by a river system. In Prince George's County this includes the Anacostia,
Patuxent and Potomac drainage basins.
(24)
Drainage of Nontidal Wetlands - methods used to change the hydrologic conditions of nontidal wetlands,
including lowering groundwater or surface water levels through pumping, piping, ditching or otherwise altering
water flow patterns.
(25)
Emergent Nontidal Wetland - that portion of a nontidal wetland dominated by erect, rooted, herbaceous
vegetation as the uppermost vegetation strata.
(26)
Enhancement - those actions performed to provide additional protection to, or to create, or improve the functions
of a nontidal wetland or other aquatic sites or resources.
(27)
Excavation - to dig or remove soil, rocks or other materials resulting in a change in all or part of the elevation of
a site.
(28)
Expanded Buffer - a regulated area of 100 feet in width surrounding a non-tidal wetland, measured from the
wetland boundary and established because of the presence of steep slopes, highly erodible soils, other soils with
development constraints, or the presence of Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern.
(29)
Extenuating Circumstances - conditions as defined in Section 32-220(e) and (g) requiring extension of a set time
limit to process an application, render decision, or conduct a public informational hearing.
(30)
Farmed Nontidal Wetland - an area of Nontidal Wetland that is presently tilled, grazed, or under conservation
tillage for agricultural activities or is lying fallow and has been out of production for agricultural activities for
less than five (5) consecutive years.
(31)
FEMA Maps - the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and the Flood Boundary and Floodway maps of the
County prepared by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) and any subsequent amendments.
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(32)
Fill - any materials placed in an area which alters the elevation of the site, groundwater level, or the soil surface.
(33)
Floodplain or County Floodplain - includes all those areas within the County which will be inundated by the
100-year flood, as determined by FEMA and the County.
(34)
Forested Nontidal Wetland - that portion of a nontidal wetland dominated by woody vegetation greater than 20
feet in height.
(35)
Forestry Activity - planting, cultivating, thinning, harvesting or any other activity undertaken to use forest
resources or to improve their quality or productivity. Activities that change nontidal wetlands to another land
use, including but not limited to agricultural or development, are not forestry activities.
(36)
Function includes, but is not limited to, the roles nontidal wetlands serve through:
(A)
Reduction of pollutant loadings, including excess nutrients, sediment and toxics;
(B)
Attenuation of floodwaters and stormwaters;
(C)
Shoreline stabilization and erosion control;
(D)
Breeding grounds and habitat for many species of plants and wildlife including fish, game and nongame birds
and mammals, including threatened and endangered species and species in need of conservation;
(E)
Food chain support; and
(F)
Timber production.
(37)
General Area - the geographic or market vicinity that has desired characteristics for fulfilling the basic project
purpose.
(38)
Grazing - feeding on grass or other herbaceous plants in fields.
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(39)
Hydric Soils - soils that are saturated, flooded or ponded long enough during the growing season to develop
anaerobic conditions that favor the growth and regeneration of hydrophytic vegetation as defined in the Corps
Delineation Manual.
(40)
Hydrologically Connected - a nontidal wetland:
(A)
Contiguous to a watercourse, surface water body, tidal wetland or ditch drainage;
(B)
Within or connected to any 100-year floodplain as determined by calculation or by FEMA Maps;
(C)
Receives or discharges surface or groundwater as intermittent or perennial flow from or to a surface water body,
watercourse or other tidal or nontidal wetland as demonstrated by the presence of an intermittent or perennial
stream or spring flow; or
(D)
Formerly contiguous to a surface water body, watercourse or a nontidal wetland described in subsection (b)(40)
(A) through (C) above, but is presently separated from these areas by a man-made berm, fill, road or other
structure.
(41)
Hydrophyte - plant life adapted to growth and reproduction under periodically saturated root zone conditions
during at least a portion of the growing season. A listing of these plants can be found in the "National List of
Plant Species that Occur in Wetlands: 1988, Maryland," which is incorporated by reference.
(42)
Initial Planning Phase - the period of time in which the feasibility of a project is evaluated before committing
resources necessary for its implementation.
(43)
In kind - a characteristic closely approximating those of a nontidal wetland before it was adversely impacted by
a regulated activity.
(44)
Intermittent Stream - those areas that are surface waters, contained within a defined channel or bed that flow at
least once per year. A defined channel or bed is indicated by hydraulically sorted sediment, or the removal of
vegetative litter, or loosely rooted vegetation by the action of moving water.
(45)
Isolated Nontidal Wetland - a nontidal wetland that is not hydrologically connected through surface or
subsurface flow to streams, tidal or nontidal wetlands or tidal waters.
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(46)
Landscape Management - to maintain or enhance vegetation that was planted or manipulated for aesthetic
purposes. Landscape management includes mowing, pruning and private gardening, excluding agricultural
activities.
(47)
Landscape Management Area - an area predominately covered by grasses or herbaceous ground cover
established and maintained for horticultural purposes. The landscape management area may include a lawn
which contains trees, shrubs or other plants.
(48)
Loss of Nontidal Wetland:
(A)
Alteration of existing nontidal wetland vegetation or water levels that significantly impairs or eliminates its
principal functions, but excluding;
(i)
Forestry activities conducted in accordance with a Prince George's Soil Conservation District approved sediment
and erosion control plan;
(ii)
Restoration; and
(iii)
Department or MDNR approved enhancement projects; or
(B)
Alteration of an area so that it no longer meets the nontidal wetland definition.
(49)
Maintenance - activities undertaken to prevent the deterioration, impairment, or need of a serviceable fill area,
structure, right-of-way, or land use, which includes management of vegetation and replacement of structural
components.
(A)
Maintenance does not include the following activities, unless conducted in a temporary sediment control
structure, wash pond or roadside ditch:
(i)
Dredging;
(ii)
Excavating; or
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(iii)
Filling.
(50)
MDE - the Maryland Department of the Environment, Standards and Certification Division.
(51)
MDNR - the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Water Resources Administration, Nontidal Wetlands
Division.
(52)
Minimize - to reduce the adverse impact on a nontidal wetland to the greatest practicable and reasonable degree.
(53)
Mitigation - creation, restoration, or enhancement of nontidal wetlands that were or will be lost due to regulated
activities.
(54)
Mitigation Bank - an area approved by the Department and used for wetland mitigation projects required for
future wetland impacts, usually from multiple projects, and operated using a system of credits and debits based
on acreage or functions as specified by the Department.
(55)
Mitigation Banking - wetland restoration, creation, or enhancement undertaken expressly for the purpose of
providing compensation credits for wetland losses from future activities.
(56)
Nontidal Wetland - an area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances does support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, and is determined according to the Corps Delineation
Manual.
(57)
Nontidal Wetland Concept Plan - a pre-application review process used to provide the applicant with
information about the presence of nontidal wetlands to determine: if there are any potential adverse impacts on
nontidal wetlands as a result of the proposed project; if those impacts can be avoided; and if those impacts can
then be minimized, before the applicant has committed substantial resources in the project site. Use of the
Nontidal Wetland Concept Plan review is for guidance purposes only; it does not imply approval of a Unified
Nontidal Wetland Permit.
(58)
Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern - those areas designated, based on the criteria in COMAR
08.05.04.23 and listed in COMAR 08.05.04.26, as having exceptional ecological or educational value of
Statewide significance. Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern in Prince George's County are listed in
Section 32-239.
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(59)
Off-Site - not on the same parcel as the nontidal wetland which has been adversely impacted by a regulated
activity.
(60)
On-Site - the same parcel on which a nontidal wetland has been adversely impacted by a regulated activity.
(61)
Out of Kind - biological characteristics not closely approximating those of the nontidal wetland before it was
adversely impacted by a regulated activity.
(62)
Peat Mining - the extraction of peat of a commercially valuable quality and quantity.
(63)
Person - the federal government, the State, any county, municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of
the State, or any of their units, or an individual receiver, trustee, guardian, executor, administrator, fiduciary, or
representative of any kind, or any partnership, firm, association, public or private corporation, or any other
entity.
(64)
Practicable - available and capable of being done after taking into consideration the costs, existing technology,
and logistics in light of the overall project purpose.
(65)
Project - the entire activity on a parcel of land, including all proposed and projected phases and sections of land
subdivisions, of which all regulated or other activities conducted in a nontidal wetland, buffer or expanded
buffer are a part.
(66)
Project Purpose - the principal reason for conducting all regulated activities and other activities on a project site.
(67)
Regulated Activity:
(A)
Means any of the following activities which are directly undertaken or originate in a nontidal wetland, buffer or
expanded buffer;
(i)
Removal, excavation, or dredging of soil, sand, gravel, minerals, organic matter, or materials of any kind;
(ii)
Change of existing drainage characteristics, sedimentation patterns or flood retention characteristics;
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(iii)
Disturbance of the water level or water table by drainage, impoundment or other means;
(iv)
Dumping, discharging of material, or filling with material, including the driving of piles and placing of
obstructions;
(v)
Grading or removal of material that would alter existing topography; and
(vi)
Destruction or removal of plant life that would alter the character of a nontidal wetland.
(B)
Does not include an agricultural activity or forestry activity as defined in this Ordinance.
(68)
Repair - an activity that restores the character, scope, size, and design of a serviceable fill area, structure, or land
use to its previously authorized and undamaged condition. Activities that change the size or scope of a project
beyond the original design in order to drain, dredge, fill, flood, change the hydrology, or otherwise convert
nontidal wetlands that were not previously impacted by the project are not included in this definition. Minor
deviations to plans or specifications are allowed as long as no permanent nontidal wetland impact results from
the deviation.
(69)
Restoration or Restore - actions performed to return nontidal wetland acreage and function temporarily impacted
by a regulated activity. Restoration also means actions performed to establish nontidal wetlands on former
nontidal wetland sites.
(70)
Scrub-Shrub Wetland - that portion of a nontidal wetland dominated by woody vegetation less than 20 feet in
height as the uppermost strata.
(71)
Serviceable - presently usable or currently fulfilling its basic, original purpose.
(72)
Significant Plant or Wildlife Value - a nontidal wetland:
(A)
Of the following unusual or unique community types:
(i)
Bogs;
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(ii)
Areas with bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), Atlantic white cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides), red spruce
(Picea rubens), balsam fir (Abies balsanea), or American larch (Larix laricina) that contain at least 20 percent of
these species in any strata as determined by the Corps Delineation Manual; or
(iii)
Delmarva bays as defined in COMAR .08.05.04.01 B.21;
(B)
With water discharge that maintains minimum stream base flow important for maintaining plant wildlife species;
(C)
With threatened or endangered species, or species in need of conservation;
(D)
Adjacent to Class III or Class IV waters as defined in COMAR 26.08.02.08;
(E)
Of Special State Concern;
(F)
That supports vernal pools as defined in COMAR 08.05.04.01 B.87; and
(G)
That is regularly or periodically influenced by tidal waters.
(73)
Site Development - any grading, grubbing or disturbance to remove unwanted vegetation and other material
from a parcel of land for development, maintenance or reconstruction.
(74)
Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plan - a land use plan for a farm that shows a farmer how to make best
possible use of soil and water resources while protecting and conserving those resources for the future.
(75)
Spring - a nontidal wetland that discharges groundwater at the surface to form a pool or to provide intermittent
or perennial surface flow, and is usually characterized by saturated or organic soils.
(76)
State Water Quality Certification - a certification issued by MDE pursuant to the Clean Water Act, Section 401.
(77)
Structure - anything constructed or built and affixed, except for those structures built in order to maintain the
wetland as part of an approved mitigation plan.
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(78)
Utility Line - any underground or overhead transmission line, pipe, cable, or wire for the conveyance of public
or private water or sewer, natural gas or the transmission of electrical, radio or telecommunications service.
(79)
Water-Dependent Activity - an activity for which the use of surface water is essential to fulfill the basic purpose
of the proposed project.
(80)
Watershed - the area draining into a river, river system or body of water. A watershed is a subunit of a drainage
basin. Some examples of watersheds within Prince George's County are Tinker's Creek, Piscataway Creek and
Western Branch.
(81)
Wetland Boundary - the point the ground at which a shift from wetlands to nonwetlands occurs pursuant to the
Corps Delineation Manual.
(82)
Wildlife - any species of a vertebrate or invertebrate animal, excluding domestic species.
(CB-15-2011; CB-18-2013)
Sec. 32-218. - Wetland Concept Plan.
(a)
The Wetland Concept Plan is an optional pre-application review process used to provide the applicant with
information about the presence of nontidal wetlands to determine: if there are any potential adverse impacts on
nontidal wetlands as the result of the proposed project; if those impacts can be avoided; and if those impacts can
be minimized. Consideration of alternative sites at the earliest stage may enable the applicant to refrain from
committing substantial resources in the project site and retain the flexibility to avoid adverse impacts on nontidal
wetlands.
(b)
Wetland Concept Plan Purpose.
(1)
The purpose of the Wetland Concept Plan is to determine:
(A)
If the proposed project includes any regulated activity;
(B)
If the proposed project can be modified to first avoid and then to minimize impacts on nontidal wetlands;
(C)
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If the proposed activity falls under the jurisdiction of a Unified Nontidal Wetland permit, a State Nontidal
Wetland permit or if a Federal Section 404 permit may be required; and
(D)
If the proposed activity is exempt or if it qualifies for a Letter of Authorization.
(c)
Beginning January 1, 1994, all persons involved with the development of a project within Prince George's
County are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the Wetland Concept Plan review process before
submitting an application for a Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit, grading permit, building permit, or a
preliminary plan of subdivision.
(d)
Wetland Concept Plan Application.
(1)
Applicants are encouraged to consult guidance maps prepared by MDNR to assist in identifying and locating
wetlands.
(2)
If the proposed activity will require a Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit, the Department will provide guidance
on applying for the permit.
(3)
The Wetland Concept Plan application form shall be furnished by the Department.
(A)
The review process can be used to identify wetland areas, verify wetland delineations, or assist the applicant in
identifying the type of nontidal wetland permits required for the proposed project.
(B)
Submission requirements. The application and background information shall include the name of the property;
the name of the applicant; the name of the property owner and their signatures; the name of the contract
purchaser; a location map; the County Road Atlas page number and grid coordinates; zoning classification; a site
plan of all proposed regulated and nonregulated activities, including, but not limited to the topography, natural
features, location and dimensions of structures, driveways, pools, walk-ways, utility lines, septic systems and
wells; a narrative of the proposed project's purpose; and any other information the Department may require.
(C)
Additional submission requirements. If applicable, the following information shall also be submitted: the
wetland report and delineation in accordance with the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation manual,
Technical Report Y-87-1 and any subsequent amendments. Forest Stand Delineation and the proposed Type I or
Type II Tree Conservation Plan; the proposed or approved preliminary plan of subdivision; soil map; drainage
area map; and a 200 foot scale map of the project site if the proposed project involves a subdivision or a
commercial or industrial use.
(D)
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If necessary to identify the potential impacts of a proposed project, the Department will request submission of
one or more of the following: an analysis of pre- and post discharges to wetlands (changes to discharges,
volumes and velocities); the total number of sites considered by an applicant along with the physical, economic
and demographic characteristics of each site; the purpose of the proposed project and its relationship to the site;
the location of any existing structural or natural features that constrain the placement or configuration of the
proposed project; the spatial requirements of the proposed project; the sensitivity of the project design to the
nontidal wetland(s); and any proposed phasing of the project (for larger projects which may not be completed
within three (3) years, it is recommended that the project be phased).
(4)
The Department, in reviewing and evaluating the Wetland Concept Plan, shall consider the following factors:
(A)
Reduction in acreage of a nontidal wetland affected by a regulated activity;
(B)
Harm to threatened or endangered species or species in need of conservation, or the critical habitat of these
species;
(C)
Movement of aquatic and wildlife species indigenous to the nontidal wetland or water body;
(D)
Ability of the nontidal wetland to continue to support and provide habitat for those aquatic and wildlife species
using the area;
(E)
Hydrologic regime of the areas upstream and downstream of the area of impact;
(F)
Functions of the impacted and/or adjacent nontidal wetlands;
(G)
Passage of normal or expected high flows, or the relocation of water;
(H)
Subsurface water flow into or out of any nontidal wetland area;
(I)
Presence of, or potential for, supporting fish spawning areas;
(J)
Presence of areas having significant plant or wildlife value;
(K)
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Cumulative impact to nontidal wetlands; and,
(L)
Impacts to the 100- year floodplain.
(e)
Upon completion of the Wetland Concept Plan review, the Department will provide a letter to the applicant
stating that:
(1)
A Unified Wetland Permit is required;
(2)
A Letter of Authorization is required;
(3)
A MDNR Nontidal Wetland Permit is required;
(4)
A Federal Section 404 permit may be required; or
(5)
A Wetland Permit or Letter of Authorization is required.
(f)
The Wetland Concept Plan letter shall be valid for three (3) years from the date of issuance and may, upon
review, be renewed for additional three (3) year periods.
(g)
The Wetland Concept Plan review is for guidance purposes only and does not grant approval of a Unified
Nontidal Wetland Permit.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-219. - Application Requirements for Regulated Activities.
(a)
A person may not conduct a regulated activity in a nontidal wetland, buffer, or expanded buffer unless the
Department has determined that the activity is exempted or has issued a permit or a Letter of Authorization. Any
County grading or building permit to conduct a regulated activity in a wetland, buffer, or expanded buffer is
invalid unless the Department or the MDNR has issued a Nontidal Wetland Permit or a Letter of Authorization.
(b)
Any fee structure for the nontidal wetland permit process shall be established by resolution of the County
Council, and such fees shall be payable to Prince George's County.
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(c)
Application Forms.
(1)
An application for a nontidal wetland permit shall be on a unified Federal, State and County permit application
form furnished by the Department and shall include all information required in subsection (d) and any additional
information required by the Department in subsection (e).
(2)
The Department shall coordinate with other Federal, State and County agencies to expedite review of associated
permits.
(3)
The person signing the application form shall be:
(A)
An officer or authorized agent, if the applicant is a corporation;
(B)
A legally authorized official, if the applicant is a County agency or municipal government;
(C)
An authorized partner, if the applicant is an association or a partnership; or
(D)
An individual or his/her legally authorized representative, if the applicant is an individual.
(4)
The person who signs the application shall be responsible for the truth, accuracy and completeness of all
information in the application.
(d)
An applicant for a permit or a Letter of Authorization shall submit all of the information required by the
application form.
(e)
An applicant for a Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit or Letter of Authorization may be required to submit one or
more of the following items of information for an application to be considered complete and the delineation
correct:
(1)
The Wetland Concept Plan letter and all information submitted at the Concept Plan stage;
(2)
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Name of the property owner and contract purchaser;
(3)
Legal description of the project location;
(4)
Description of the project purpose including a discussion of the project's spatial requirements and the sensitivity
of the project design to the nontidal wetland area;
(5)
A composite site plan at a scale of one inch equals 200 feet drawn by a licensed surveyor or engineer to show
the overall project and layout;
(6)
A site plan at a scale of one inch equals 30 feet or 50 feet drawn by a licensed surveyor or engineer that includes
the following:
(A)
Nontidal wetland boundary, as marked by flags in the field, based on field delineation and in accordance with
the Corps Delineation Manual, including the buffer and expanded buffer. The applicant shall maintain the
boundary flags in place until notified by the Department;
(B)
Location of all existing and proposed structures;
(C)
Location of all proposed regulated and nonregulated activities;
(D)
Property Lines of all adjacent and/or impacted properties;
(E)
Names of adjacent property owners;
(F)
Location of Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern;
(G)
Location and number of all soil samples;
(H)
Location of the County's approved 100-year floodplain boundary based on the proposed condition;
(I)
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Existing topography (2 foot field run contours, 5 foot contours or aerial as needed); and
(J)
Type I and II Tree Conservation Plan or a valid letter of exemption;
(7)
Proposed or approved preliminary plan of subdivision or lot layout;
(8)
Drainage area map;
(9)
Alternative site analysis including the physical, economic and demographic character of each site;
(10)
An Avoidance and Minimization Analysis (A discussion of potential impacts and the steps taken, first to avoid,
and then to minimize, impacts for each site);
(11)
Demonstration of public need, as applicable, by showing;
(A)
The present or future availability of projects with the same or similar public need; and
(B)
A demand for the project in the general area;
(12)
Representative photograph of the affected nontidal wetland area;
(13)
A Phase I Mitigation Plan;
(14)
Other information an applicant deems appropriate;
(15)
A cross section of proposed final elevation after filling, grading or excavating;
(16)
A description of the type and quantity of fill material to be used;
(17)
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Acreage, function and type of nontidal wetland area, buffer, and expanded buffer that will be affected
permanently or temporarily by the regulated activity;
(18)
Data from soil samples which will be:
(A)
Taken from a minimum depth of 20 inches and include a description of soil colors and textures as obtained from
borings sufficient to verify hydric or nonhydric conditions;
(B)
On transects perpendicular to the nontidal wetland boundary, starting within the nontidal wetland area and
moving towards the upland; and
(C)
Numbered and accompanied by a soil description log indicating the observed or estimated depth to the highest
water table during the year;
(19)
Data sheets from the Corps Delineation Manual identifying and describing hydrology and vegetation along the
transects required in subsection (e)(18);
(20)
Identification of nontidal wetlands known or believed to have significant plant or wildlife value;
(21)
Description of available utilities, site access, type and acreage of the nontidal wetland, and description of
potential impacts for each alternative site considered by the applicant;
(22)
Map of, and narrative statement regarding, the geographic boundaries of the general area where the proposed
project could be undertaken and still meet the project purpose;
(23)
Brief discussion of demographic factors which are critical to the success of the project, including data, statistics
or marketing studies;
(24)
Description of water, wastewater, community facilities, schools, transportation, or other public facility
requirements of the project;
(25)
An assessment of on-site and adjacent nontidal wetland buffer and expanded buffer functions;
(26)
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Field survey of animal species and/or the natural characteristics of the site;
(27)
Soil infiltration rates as determined in the field; or
(28)
Larger scale or more detailed engineering design plans or maps.
(f)
Confidential Information.
(1)
Except as provided in subsection (f)(2), information submitted to the Department under this regulation shall be
made available for public inspection and copying.
(2)
An applicant may request in writing, at the time the application is submitted, that confidential information
submitted as part of an application not be disclosed. The Department shall determine if the information is
confidential under State Government Article Section 10-611 et seq., Annotated Code of Maryland, and other
applicable law. If the Department denies the applicant's request for nondisclosure, the applicant may withdraw
an application or seek review of the Department's determination under applicable law. If the applicant withdraws
an application, the Department shall, at the request of the applicant, return any documents designated as
confidential.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-220. - Application Processing Procedures for the Department.
(a)
The Department shall acknowledge receipt of the application in writing, within ten (10) days by fax or regular
mail.
(b)
The Department shall consider an application complete if it contains all of the information required under
Section 32-119 and is sufficient for the Department to process the application.
(c)
The Department shall notify an applicant for a permit in writing, within 45 days of receipt of an application
stating whether the application is complete and the wetland delineation correct.
(1)
If the application is incomplete or information submitted is insufficient, the Department shall notify the
applicant, in writing, of the additional information needed.
(2)
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If the wetland delineation is incorrect, the Department shall so notify the applicant and require the applicant to
correct the delineation.
(d)
If the Department fails to notify an applicant of the need for additional information and/or correction of the
wetland delineation within 45 days of receipt of the application, the application shall be considered complete and
the delineation correct.
(e)
The Department, upon written notice to the applicant, may extend the 45 day time period when at least one of
the following extenuating circumstances prevent consideration of the application:
(1)
Inclement weather conditions;
(2)
Review required by Federal or State agencies; or
(3)
Additional information must be submitted by the applicant to clarify or complete the information in the
application.
(f)
Public Notice.
(1)
After the Department has determined that an application is complete and the wetland delineation is correct, the
Department shall issue, at the applicant's expense, a public notice of an opportunity to submit written comments
or request a public informational hearing about the application. The time period for submitting written
comments or requesting a hearing shall not exceed 30 days. Public notice and a public informational hearing
may not be required for activities that qualify for a Letter of Authorization under Section 32-226.
(2)
The public notice shall contain:
(A)
The name and address of the applicant;
(B)
A description of the nature and location of the proposed project;
(C)
A description of the proposed mitigation plan, if applicable.
(D)
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Instructions of how to submit written comments, request a public informational hearing, and/or how to place
one's name on the interested person's mailing list;
(E)
The expiration date for the opportunity to comment on the wetland delineation or to request a public
informational hearing regarding same;
(F)
A statement that any further notices concerning actions on the application will be provided only by mail to those
persons on the interested persons mailing list; and
(G)
The name, address and telephone number of person in the Department from which information about the
application may be obtained.
(3)
The public may be notified by any of the following methods:
(A)
Selected mailing to Federal, State, County, or municipal authorities; persons on the interested persons mailing
list; and adjacent property owners;
(B)
Publication for at least one (1) business day in a newspaper of record;
(C)
Joint notice with other Federal, State or County agencies; or
(D)
Joint notice with other units or programs within the Department.
(4)
The Department shall provide MDNR with a copy of the public notice for any completed application.
(g)
Public Informational hearing.
(1)
Any interested person may request, in writing, a public informational hearing.
(2)
If requested, a public informational hearing shall be held within 45 days of the expiration date specified in the
public notice. The Department shall mail the notice specifying the location, date and time of the public
informational hearing to those persons on the interested person's mailing list.
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(3)
The Department may extend the time period for the public informational hearing for the following extenuating
circumstances:
(A)
Circumstances listed in subsection (e); or
(B)
A request by an applicant.
(4)
The Director may hold a public informational hearing and shall be designated as the presiding official.
(5)
An applicant and any interested person shall be given an opportunity at the public informational hearing to
present facts and make statements for or against granting the permit. Questions may be asked of, and directed to,
the presiding official, but cross examination may not be conducted. The hearing is not a contested case hearing.
(6)
The presiding official may determine the order of presentation of comments and questions at the public
informational hearing. The public informational hearing may be conducted in the following order:
(A)
Introduction by the Department.
(B)
Presentation or proposed project by the applicant;
(C)
Comments and questions by public officials;
(D)
Comments and questions by other persons; and
(E)
Closing of the public informational hearing by the presiding official;
(7)
The presiding official has the authority and duty to:
(A)
Conduct a full and fair public informational hearing;
(B)
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Act to avoid unnecessary delay and to maintain order; and
(C)
Regulate the course of the public informational hearing and the conduct of the participants.
(8)
The presiding official shall prepare an official record of the public informational hearing.
(9)
The official record of the public informational hearing may not be transcribed unless the Department, the
applicant, or a participant in the hearing requests a transcript. Costs of transcription shall be paid by the person
requesting the transcript.
(h)
In calculating any time period provided for in this Ordinance, if the last day falling within the tome period falls
on a Saturday, Sunday or a County or State holiday, the time period will be extended until the next normal
business day.
(i)
Letter of Authorization.
(1)
Within 45 days of the Department's determination that the application is complete and the wetland delineation
correct, the Department shall notify the applicant, in writing, whether the activity qualifies for a Letter of
Authorization and, if so, what best management practices, if any, will be required.
(2)
The Department's Letter of Authorization shall be void if the information submitted is later shown to have been
false, misleading or inaccurate. The Department shall pursue an appropriate enforcement action under Section
32-236 as to any activities that have been undertaken under the void Letter of Authorization.
(3)
If the Department determines that the proposed activity does not qualify for a Letter of Authorization, it shall
notify the applicant of the need to apply for a permit under Section 32-219.
(4)
The Department shall specify in the Letter of Authorization the time period for which it is valid.
(5)
If an applicant applies for a Letter of Authorization and a permit, the Department may withhold its decision on
the Letter of Authorization pending a final permit decision.
(j)
Interested person's mailing list. Upon written request, the Department may add additional names to the list.
Those wishing to have their names placed on the list may send a written request to the Department.
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(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-221. - Permit Decision and Reconsideration.
(a)
Permit Decision.
(1)
The Department shall, after the closing date for receipt of written comments or after a public informational
hearing if requested:
(A)
Consider the written comments, testimony and other information received; and
(B)
Render a decision to grant, deny or condition a permit within:
(i)
60 days of the Department's determination that an application is complete and the delineation correct, if no
hearing is requested; or
(ii)
45 days of a public informational hearing.
(2)
The Department may extend the time period in which to render a decision for an additional 30 days for the
following extenuating circumstances:
(A)
Review required by a Federal or State agency; or
(B)
Request by an applicant.
(3)
The Department may afford the applicant an opportunity to provide, or the Department may request the
applicant to provide, additional information to address concerns raised in written comments.
(4)
The applicant may request, in writing, that the Department withhold making a final permit decision on the
application until additional information can be provided. The Department may withhold making its permit
decision for six (6) months, after which the application shall be deemed withdrawn and a new application must
be submitted, unless otherwise determined by the Department.
(5)
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Written notice of the permit decision shall be mailed to the applicant and to all persons on the interested person's
mailing list. Notice of the permit decision need not be published.
(6)
Work authorization under a permit shall be completed within the time period specified in the permit.
(7)
An applicant may not submit a new permit application for the same scope of work where a permit application
has been denied for six (6) months from the date of denial unless there is a substantive change in the application.
(8)
A permit may not be issued and work may not begin unless a final site plan or any other necessary information is
provided to the Department.
(b)
Permit Reconsideration.
(1)
A person who has the legal rights, duties, interests or privileges different from the general public, which are
adversely affected by the Department's decision to grant, deny, or condition a permit, may request a
reconsideration of the decision to the Director.
(2)
The request for reconsideration shall be in writing and filed with the Department within 30 days of the permit
decision.
(3)
The request for reconsideration shall contain:
(A)
The name, address and telephone number of the person making the request;
(B)
The name, address and telephone number of any attorney representing the person making the request;
(C)
A description of the grounds for the request, including the specific legal right, duty, privilege or interest which
may be adversely affected by the permit determination, and which is different from those interests held by the
general public;
(D)
A statement of the specific relief desired as a result of the reconsideration; and
(E)
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A general outline of the evidence supporting the desired relief, including the names and addresses of those that
can verify the information submitted for the reconsideration.
(4)
The Director shall review a request for reconsideration to determine whether the person requesting it has:
(A)
A specific legal right, duty, privilege, or interest which is or may be adversely affected by the permit
determination and which is different from that held by the general public;
(B)
Raised at least one issue that is related to the subject of the permit and arises under this Ordinance; and
(C)
Made a request for reconsideration within 30 days of the date the permit was issued or denied as specified under
this subsection.
(5)
The Director shall determine whether to grant or deny the relief requested in the reconsideration. If the
determination is to deny the request, the determination shall be in writing and mailed by certified mail to the
person requesting the reconsideration.
(6)
Notification of the determination to deny the relief requested in the reconsideration shall contain the following:
(A)
The specific reasons for the denial;
(B)
A statement that if appeal under this regulation is not sought, the denial shall be the Department's final decision
on the request for reconsideration.
(c)
Appeal of Permit Decision or Appeal of Reconsideration.
(1)
Any person adversely affected by the determination to grant or deny the permit or the reconsideration has the
right to appeal to the Prince George's County Board of Appeals. Such action shall be taken within ten (10)
calendar days of the receipt of the notice of decision.
(2)
The Board may reverse, modify or remand the decision of the Director only if the decision of the Director is
clearly erroneous, illegal, arbitrary or capricious, or unsupported by any substantial evidence. The Board shall
not have the authority to issue an order which is in conflict with a lawful order of the Director, or the
requirements and provisions of this Ordinance.
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(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-222. - Criteria for Review of Nontidal Wetland Permit Applications.
(a)
The Department may not issue a permit for a regulated activity unless the Department finds the applicant has
demonstrated that the:
(1)
Proposed project is water-dependent and requires access to a nontidal wetland as a central element of its basic
function under the criteria in subsection (b) and (c) below, or is not water-dependent and has no practicable
alternative under the criteria in subsection (d);
(2)
Regulated activity will first avoid and then minimize adverse impacts to the nontidal wetland based on
consideration of existing topography, vegetation, fish and wildlife resources and hydrological conditions under
the criteria in Section 32-223(b);
(3)
Regulated activity does not cause or contribute to degradation of groundwater or surface water under the criteria
in Section 32-224(a); and
(4)
Proposed project is consistent with an applicable comprehensive watershed management plan.
(b)
Water Dependency.
(1)
A proposed project shall be considered water-dependent if the use of surface water or a nontidal wetland is
essential to fulfill the basic purpose of the proposed project.
(2)
The Department shall apply the following criteria in determining if a proposed project is water-dependent:
(A)
Whether an alternative water source is available for use, including surface runoff or groundwater, that may have
fewer adverse impacts on nontidal wetlands; and
(B)
Whether the use of a nontidal wetland would only enhance a project rather than being essential to it.
(3)
In determining whether a proposed project is water-dependent, the Department shall consider the applicant's
definition of the project purpose but may independently determine whether the proposed project is waterdependent.
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(4)
For a multiple use project which has both water-dependent and nonwater dependent features, the Department
shall determine which features are water-dependent.
(c)
Access Test.
(1)
In determining whether the proposed project requires access to a nontidal wetland as a central element of its
basic function, the Department shall consider whether access could be accomplished at another location that
would first avoid and then minimize nontidal wetland impacts.
(2)
A water-dependent project, which the Department determines requires access to a nontidal wetland, shall be
exempted from the requirements of Subsection (d), but shall comply with all other requirements referenced in
Subsection (a).
(d)
Practicable Alternative Analysis.
(1)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department that practicable alternatives, including both
alternative site analysis and on-site minimization, have been analyzed and that the proposed regulated activity
has no practicable alternative.
(2)
In determining whether the proposed regulated activity has a practicable alternative, the Department shall
consider whether:
(A)
The project purpose can be reasonably accomplished using one or more alternative sites in the same general area
as the proposed site that would avoid or result in
less adverse impact to the nontidal wetland(s) under the criteria in Section 32-223. The Department shall
consider the applicant's definition of "general area" but may take its
own independent determination of what the "general area" is;
(B)
The reduction in the size, scope, configuration or density of the proposed project and all alternative designs
would avoid or minimize impact to the nontidal wetland but would not accomplish the basic purpose of the
project under the criteria of Section 32-223(b);
(C)
The applicant has made a reasonable effort to accommodate site restraints such as zoning regulations,
infrastructure or parcel size which caused an alternative site to be rejected. To determine if an applicant has
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made a reasonable effort to accommodate constraints, the Department shall consider any pertinent information,
including:
(i)
Correspondence or other written documentation between an applicant and the County, including a request for a
special exception or other Zoning variance;
(ii)
Evidence of efforts to modify the local infrastructure, including future planned expansions or redesign of the
project because of a nontidal wetland impact; and
(iii)
Written documentation of the effort undertaken to acquire another site or to reconfigure the proposed project to
accommodate the constraint.
(D)
The regulated activity is necessary to meet a demonstrated public need. The following apply:
(i)
To determine if the regulated activity is necessary for the proposed project to meet a demonstrated public need,
the Department shall consider any pertinent information, including the economic value contributed by the
proposed project to an identified State or local economic priority and if the proposed project promotes public
health, safety or welfare.
(ii)
In weighing the economic value of the proposed project with respect to meeting a demonstrated public need in
the general area, and the ecological and economic value associated with the nontidal wetland, the Department
shall consider the functions of, benefits and the economic value provided to the general public by the nontidal
wetland adversely impacted by the regulated activity and the ability of the nontidal wetland to continue to
provide the identified functions and benefits to the general public.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-223. - Alternative Site; Avoidance and Minimization Analysis.
(a)
Alternative Site Analysis.
(1)
An applicant shall prove to the Department's satisfaction that alternative sites for the proposed project have been
examined during the initial planning phase.
(2)
An applicant shall search during the initial planning phase for one or more alternative sites that meet the project
purpose and would result in the least adverse impact to nontidal wetlands.
(3)
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Determining the Initial Planning Phase.
(A)
The intent of the initial planning phase is to require an applicant to evaluate the feasibility of the project and the
adverse impact on nontidal wetlands at the earliest stage of the development process, before the applicant has
committed substantial resources in the project site. Consideration of alternative sites at the earliest stage enables
the applicant to retain the flexibility to avoid adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands.
(B)
An applicant shall select the earliest of the following times as the initial planning phase for the proposed project:
(i)
When an applicant conducts a formal or informal feasibility or market study, prepares an environmental impact
statement or assessment, or a similar study for the project;
(ii)
When an applicant enters into an option agreement or contract of sale for the property;
(iii)
When an applicant applies for a Wetland Concept Plan review, a building permit, subdivision or infrastructure
approval, zoning change or any other local governmental approvals for the project;
(iv)
At the time an applicant applies for a Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit under this Ordinance;
(v)
When a budget or financing request is secure; or
(vi)
Any other appropriate time selected by the applicant.
(C)
For the time selected in subsection (a)(3)(B), an applicant shall provide a written justification of the selection,
including copies of any documentation supporting the selection and an explanation of why earlier times would
be inappropriate or inapplicable to the proposed project.
(D)
While the Director will give serious consideration to the initial planning phase selected by the applicant, the
Department reserves the right to require additional information from the applicant concerning the initial
planning phase selection or to independently determine the appropriate time.
(4)
To determine if the purpose of the proposed project cannot be reasonably accomplished by using another site, the
Department shall consider:
(A)
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Whether an applicant has made, and can document, a reasonable effort to analyze alternative sites in the general
area during the initial planning phase to first avoid adverse impacts and then to minimize adverse impacts to
nontidal wetlands;
(B)
Whether an applicant has made, and can document, attempts to obtain land ownership interests or other rights to
conduct the proposed project on alternative sites which first avoid adverse impacts and then minimize adverse
impacts to nontidal wetlands;
(C)
The total number of alternative sites and the physical, economic and demographic characteristics of those sites
considered by an applicant;
(D)
The physical, economic and demographic requirements of the proposed project relative to the alternative sites
analyzed;
(E)
The degree to which use of alternative sites is constrained by other governmentally imposed restrictions and
requirements, including concern for avoidance of other environmental, social, community, archaeological,
historic and park land impacts;
(F)
Efforts undertaken to reduce adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands through consideration of reducing density,
other site designs or project configurations on each alternative site analyzed; and
(G)
The costs of fulfilling mitigation requirements for each alternative site.
(5)
An alternative site may not be excluded from consideration because it includes or requires an area not owned by
the applicant which could be reasonably obtained, used, expanded or managed to fulfill the basic purpose of the
proposed project.
(b)
Avoidance and Minimization Analysis.
(1)
The applicant shall demonstrate to the Department's satisfaction that all necessary steps have been taken to first
avoid and then to minimize adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands. Losses of nontidal wetlands shall be permitted
only when adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands are necessary and unavoidable.
(2)
In reviewing the sufficiency of the applicant's efforts to first avoid and then to minimize adverse impacts to a
nontidal wetland through reduction of the project size, scope, or density or by an alternative configuration or
design, the Department shall consider:
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(A)
The spatial requirements of the proposed project;
(B)
The location of any existing structural or natural features that may dictate the placement or configuration of the
proposed project;
(C)
The purpose of the proposed project and how the purpose relates to placement, configuration or density;
(D)
Sensitivity of the site design to nontidal wetlands;
(E)
An applicant's efforts to:
(i)
Reduce the scope of the proposed project;
(ii)
Remove or accommodate site constraints including zoning regulations, infrastructures, access or natural
features;
(iii)
Otherwise avoid or minimize adverse impact; and
(F)
The costs of fulfilling potential mitigation requirements based on project configuration or design versus the
alternative project configuration or design.
(3)
The Department shall consider pertinent factors when evaluating the extent to which a proposed project has
avoided or the regulated activity has minimized, direct or indirect adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands under
this Section, including:
(A)
Reduction in acreage of a nontidal wetland affected by a regulated activity;
(B)
Harm to a threatened or endangered species in need of conservation, or to the critical habitat of these species;
(C)
Movement of aquatic and wildlife species indigenous to the nontidal wetland or water body;
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(D)
Ability of the nontidal wetland to continue to support and provide habitat for those aquatic and wildlife species
using the area;
(E)
Hydrologic regime of the areas upstream and downstream of the area of impact;
(F)
Functions of the impacted or adjacent nontidal wetlands;
(G)
Passage of normal or expected high flows, or the relocation of water;
(H)
Subsurface water flow into or out of any nontidal wetland areas;
(I)
Presence of, or potential for, supporting fish spawning areas;
(J)
Presence of areas having significant plant or wildlife value;
(K)
Cumulative impact to nontidal wetlands; and
(L)
Impacts to the 100-year floodplain.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-224. - Water Quality and Watershed Management Plans.
(a)
To meet the requirements of Section 32-222(a)(3), a regulated activity may not:
(1)
As determined by the Department, MDNR or MDE, cause an individual or cumulative effect that degrades:
(A)
Aquatic ecosystem diversity, productivity and stability;
(B)
Plankton, fish, shellfish and wildlife;
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(C)
Recreational and economic values; and
(D)
Public welfare; or
(2)
As determined by MDE or the Department, cause an individual or cumulative effect that;
(A)
Violates any applicable State water quality standard, the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, or the Clean Water Act; and
(B)
Degrades surface and groundwater quality.
(b)
To meet the requirements of Section 32-222(a)(4), a regulated activity shall be consistent with the applicable
comprehensive watershed management plan. Comprehensive watershed management plans shall meet the
following criteria:
(1)
Comprehensive watershed management plans may be prepared by Federal, State and local agencies;
(2)
A private property owner may request to assist in the preparation of a comprehensive watershed management
plan when the entire watershed is owned by the private property owner; and:
(A)
When the Department, after consultation with MDNR and appropriate Federal, State and local government
agencies, approves the request;
(B)
A private property owner agrees to assist in the preparation of the comprehensive watershed management plan in
accordance with this subsection; and
(C)
The comprehensive watershed management plan meets the requirements of subsection (b)(3) through (5).
(3)
Comprehensive watershed management plans shall be prepared in cooperation with Federal, State and local
agencies and approved by the County and MDNR.
(4)
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The County and MDNR may not adopt or approve a comprehensive watershed management plan before
conducting a public informational hearing on the proposed plan.
(5)
A comprehensive watershed management plan shall include the following elements:
(A)
A functional assessment of nontidal wetlands within the watershed;
(B)
The location of potential mitigation sites;
(C)
Protection of nontidal wetlands;
(D)
A plan for limiting cumulative impacts to nontidal wetlands;
(E)
Water supply management; and
(F)
Flood management.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-225. - Exemptions from Permit Requirements.
(a)
The following activities shall be exempt from the Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit and mitigation requirements
of this Ordinance, but are subject to MDNR regulations under COMAR 08.05.04.13 and .15 through .18;
(1)
Forestry activities conducted in accordance with COMAR 08.05.04.20 and .21:
(2)
Agricultural activities in Regulation COMAR .08.05.04.19B. All other agricultural activities shall be exempt
from the permit requirements of this Ordinance, but are subject to the mitigation requirements of COMAR
.08.05.04.13 and .15 through .18;
(3)
Activities conducted by State agencies; and
(4)
Activities conducted in Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern.
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(b)
Any proposed regulated activity conducted by a person who has applied to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineering
by December 31, 1990, for a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is exempt from the Joint
State/County Wetland permit requirement provided that the following conditions are satisfied:
(1)
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ultimately issues a permit or other document under subsection (b)(3)(C);
(2)
The applicant does not alter the scope of the regulated activity originally applied for without authorization from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
(3)
A person submits the following information to the Department, as may be applicable, and as may be requested
by the Department:
(A)
A copy of a dated application for a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act;
(B)
A copy of the plans for the project which were submitted to the Corps; and
(C)
A letter from the Corps describing the project and proposed activity and stating either:
(i)
The project and proposed activity is authorized by the Corps; or
(ii)
The proposed activity is exempt from Section 404 permit requirements.
(c)
The following activities shall be exempt from the Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit, provided they do not result
in cumulative direct or indirect adverse impacts:
(1)
Construction of additions, outbuildings and accessories to existing structures within a landscape management
area which impacts less than 1,000 square feet of nontidal wetlands;
(2)
Construction placed on existing impervious surfaces or on structures within the buffer or expanded buffer;
(3)
Removal of 30 percent of the trees in the buffer provided that:
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(A)
The density, but not the areal extent of the trees, is reduced;
(B)
No more than 30 percent of the understory is removed; and
(C)
Clearing is in conformance with the applicable Type I and/or Type II Tree Conservation Plan;
(4)
Moving or other forms of vegetation control on existing rights-of-way;
(5)
The control of State designated noxious weeds;
(6)
Landscape management in the nontidal wetland, buffer or expanded buffer;
(7)
Soil investigations;
(8)
Percolation tests for sewage disposal fields;
(9)
Survey markers or survey monuments;
(10)
Other similar activities with minimal adverse impacts as approved by the Department and MDNR;
(11)
The maintenance of the following serviceable structures or fills:
(A)
Above and underground utilities;
(B)
Structures in rights-of-way;
(C)
Railroad beds;
(D)
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Road beds, roadside ditches, culverts, outlet ditches, wash ponds and temporary sediment control structures;
(E)
Bridges;
(F)
Dams;
(G)
Dikes;
(H)
Levees;
(I)
Water and wastewater control structures; and
(J)
Facilities designed for stormwater management.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-226. - Activities Requiring a Letter of Authorization.
(a)
Except for regulated activities proposed within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area, an activity that qualifies for a
Letter of Authorization is exempt from the permit and mitigation requirements of this Ordinance. Activities
proposed in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area are not exempt from the mitigation requirements of Sections 32230 through 32-234.
(b)
Upon application, the following activities may qualify for a Letter of Authorization provided that the conditions
in Section 32-227(b) are satisfied and best management practices, which may be required by the Department, are
all met:
(1)
Activities in isolated nontidal wetlands of less than one acre and having no significant plant or wildlife value. An
applicant's determination of whether an area is an isolated nontidal wetland shall be based on published
hydrologic and hydraulic data or data obtained in the field which shows whether the nontidal wetland is
hydrologically connected. The applicant's determination shall be verified by the Department.
(2)
Activities whose cumulative loss of nontidal wetlands and buffer, which contains no significant plant or wildlife
value is:
(A)
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Less than 5,000 square feet; or
(B)
Greater than 5,000 square feet; and
(i)
The actual loss of nontidal wetland is less than 5,000 square feet; and
(ii)
Activities in the buffer result in minimal additional adverse impacts to nontidal wetlands as determined by the
Department.
(3)
Installation of utility lines.
(A)
The installation of utility lines including the following activities:
(i)
Trenching, jetting, jack hammering or plowing of nontidal wetlands;
(ii)
Laying of pipe, cable or wire;
(iii)
Backfilling of the excavated trench containing the pipe, cable or wire;
(iv)
Placement of the riprap; and
(v)
Restoration of nontidal wetland areas which have been disturbed.
(B)
Utility lines do not include:
(i)
Intake and outfall structures;
(ii)
Pipe or pipeline used to transport any liquid or slurry substance except as associated with water and sewage
lines;
(iii)
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Natural gas lines greater than 12 inches in diameter; or
(iv)
Stormwater conveyance systems.
(4)
Construction of overhead power transmission lines.
(5)
Mitigation projects not required under this Ordinance.
(6)
Regulated activities which impact the buffer and less than two (2) acres of farmed nontidal wetlands with 15 or
more consecutive days on inundation during the growing season, except in Nontidal Wetlands of Special State
Concern or their expanded buffer.
(7)
The repair of the following serviceable structures or fills:
(A)
Above and underground utilities;
(B)
Structures in rights-of-way;
(C)
Railroad beds;
(D)
Road beds, roadside ditches, culverts and outlet ditches;
(E)
Bridges;
(F)
Dams;
(G)
Dikes;
(H)
Levees;
(I)
3819/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Water and wastewater control structures; and
(J)
Facilities designed for stormwater management.
(8)
Activities which will result in the loss of nontidal wetlands that have been temporarily created by a permitted or
authorized construction activity or as a result of a permitted activity, including wetlands created:
(A)
Incidental to mining activities that were conducted under an approved mining plan or permit, or wetlands that
have been created incidental to a mining activity, and that will be impacted during implementation of an
approved reclamation plan;
(B)
As a result of the construction of an approved sediment control structure; and
(C)
For a specific purpose that will remain for a specified period of time, including wash ponds and grassed
waterways.
(c)
The following conditions apply to the activities listed in subsection (b)(7).
(1)
If the structure or fill has been put to uses other than the use originally intended or authorized for the original
construction, and the repair activity will alter or impair any additional nontidal wetland area, the repair of the
structure may not qualify for a Letter of Authorization.
(2)
Repairs to be made more than three (3) years after damage occurs or is first identified does not qualify for a
Letter of Authorization.
(d)
An applicant seeking a Letter of Authorization under Subsection (b)(8) shall submit the following:
(1)
Information regarding the creation of the wetland;
(2)
The purpose of the wetland creation, if applicable;
(3)
The length of time the wetland has existed;
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(4)
A copy of the approved site plan, erosion and sediment control plan, mining plan or reclamation plan;
(5)
A description of the function the created wetland has served;
(6)
A request for the length of time the Letter of Authorization is to be valid; and
(7)
Justification for conducting the regulated activity in the nontidal wetland.
(e)
Structures that have been placed in nontidal wetlands (for example, sediment traps), or that have impacted
nontidal wetlands through their construction or operation, do not qualify for a Letter of Authorization under
subsection (b)(8).
(f)
A Letter of Authorization issued under subsection (b)(8) is in effect for a period of up to five years and may be
extended for one additional five-year period. No Letter of Authorization granted under subsection (b)(8) may be
extended for more than one five-year period, for a total of ten years, unless the regulated activity is part of a
permitted mining activity or involves implementation of a mining reclamation plan.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-227. - Best Management Practices for Letters of Authorization.
(a)
If a Letter of Authorization is granted, the Department may require an applicant to comply with best
management practices, including one or more of the following:
(1)
Conduct the regulated activity in a manner that does not pose any harm to a threatened or endangered species, or
species in need of conservation, or alter or impair the critical habitat of these species;
(2)
Properly maintain the structure or fill;
(3)
Design the project to first avoid and then minimize any adverse impacts to the nontidal wetlands' existing
topography, vegetation, fish and wildlife resources, and hydrologic conditions;
(4)
Conduct the regulated activity in a manner that does not restrict or impede the:
(A)
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Movement of wildlife indigenous to the nontidal wetland or adjacent water; or
(B)
Passage of normal or expected high water flow;
(5)
Adhere to time of year restrictions as required by the MDE under COMAR 26.08.02;
(6)
Avoid any disturbances in breeding areas for migratory waterfowl;
(7)
Maintain the hydrologic regime of the nontidal wetland upstream, downstream or adjacent to the exempted
activity;
(8)
Remove excess fill or construction material or debris to an upland disposal area;
(9)
Place materials in a location and manner which will not adversely impact surface or subsurface water flow into
or out of the nontidal wetland;
(10)
If backfill is obtained from sources other than the originally excavated material, use clean material free of waste
metal products, unsightly debris, toxic material, or any other deleterious substance;
(11)
Place heavy equipment on mats or suitably design the equipment to prevent damage to the nontidal wetlands;
(12)
Repair and maintain any serviceable structures or fills in a manner that does not result in a substantial deviation
from the plans or specifications of the original structure or fill. Minor deviations due to changes in materials or
construction techniques, and which are necessary for repair and maintenance, are permitted;
(13)
Restore any nontidal wetlands temporarily impacted by a proposed repair and maintenance activity;
(14)
Repair and maintain any serviceable structures or fills so that there is no permanent loss of nontidal wetlands in
excess of nontidal wetlands lost due under the original construction or fill;
(15)
Conduct the activity in a manner that does not cause or contribute to a degradation of water quality as
determined by the Department and MDE;
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(16)
For installation of utility lines, make post-construction grades and elevations of nontidal wetlands the same as
the original grades and elevations.
(b)
A proposed activity may not qualify for a Letter of Authorization if the Department determines that the activity:
(1)
Does not qualify under Section 32-226;
(2)
May result in significant individual or cumulative impacts to nontidal wetlands attributable to an entire and
complete project; or
(3)
Will not comply with the best management practices in Subsection (a).
(c)
Activities of a similar nature.
(1)
Applicants proposing to conduct repeated activities of a similar nature that may qualify for a Letter of
Authorization may submit a single application to the Department.
(2)
The department may issue a single Letter of Authorization for these activities.
(3)
Activities may include:
(A)
Structural repair and maintenance; or
(B)
Work within rights-of-way.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-228. - Permit Modifications.
(a)
The Department may require modification of a nontidal wetland permit to ensure compliance with this
Ordinance.
(b)
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The Department may make modifications to a permit:
(1)
Upon written request by the permittee; or
(2)
When the rights of the permittee under the permit have not vested, and the Department:
(A)
Receives new, relevant information; or
(B)
Has amended the regulation under which the permit was issued.
(c)
A permittee may apply for a permit modification of an unexpired permit. Modification requests shall be in
writing and contain the following information:
(1)
A description of the requested modification;
(2)
A statement of the reasons and need for the requested modification; and
(3)
A statement of the wetland and buffer impacts associated with the requested modification.
(d)
An applicant shall provide additional information requested by the Department.
(e)
Within 30 days of receiving a request for permit modification, or of receiving additional information, if any, the
Department shall notify the permittee if the modification is major or minor and of its decision to grant, deny or
condition the request.
(f)
Within 15 days of receipt of notification, a permittee may request reconsideration of a complete or partial denial
of a request to modify a permit. The reconsideration shall be conducted in conformance with Section 32-221(b)
and (c).
(g)
Minor Modifications.
(1)
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Minor modifications are changes to the original permit which do not constitute a significant departure from its
terms and conditions, including:
(A)
Correction of typographical errors;
(B)
Changes in frequency of monitoring by the permittee;
(C)
Changes of land ownership or permittee;
(D)
Extension or reduction of the terms or conditions of the permit;
(E)
Minor filed modifications, including substitution of comparable materials, structural realignments and sediment
and erosion control corrections not affecting the design and performance of wetland protection measures or
mitigation plans approved by the Department; and
(F)
Relocation of the proposed project where the adverse impact is equal to or less than originally permitted.
(2)
The Department may make minor modifications without notice or review.
(h)
Major Modifications.
(1)
Major modifications are changes to the original permit which constitutes a significant departure from its terms
and conditions including changes in the scope of the project which result in a greater adverse impact than
originally permitted.
(2)
Major modifications are subject to the public notice and hearing procedures required for permit applications
under Section 32-220(f) and (g).
(3)
Major changes to the project may require reevaluation of the original permit approval.
(i)
Notice to permittee of required modifications.
(1)
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The Department shall notify a permittee, in writing, if a modification to the permit or Letter of Authorization is
required.
(2)
Within 15 days of receipt of notification that a modification is required, a permittee may request reconsideration
of the modification. The reconsideration shall be conducted in accordance with Section 32-221(b) and (c).
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-229. - Temporary Emergency Nontidal Wetland Permit.
(a)
The Department may issue a temporary emergency nontidal wetland permit if:
(1)
A threat to life, severe loss, or damage of property, or a threat to public safety or public work is imminent; and
(2)
The anticipated threat, loss or damage may occur before a permit can be issued under the procedures otherwise
required by this Ordinance.
(b)
Permit requirements. The temporary emergency permit shall:
(1)
Incorporate, to the greatest extent practical and feasible, the standards and criteria required for nonemergency
regulated activities;
(2)
Be limited in duration to the time required to complete the authorized emergency activity, not to exceed 90 days;
(3)
Require restoration of nontidal wetlands with temporary adverse impacts;
(4)
Require mitigation for nontidal wetland losses pursuant to Section 32-230 through 32-234 of this Ordinance.
(c)
Temporary Emergency Procedure.
(1)
Not later than the next business day after beginning an emergency regulated activity, a temporary emergency
permit shall be requested.
(2)
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A temporary emergency permit request may be made orally. However, the applicant shall submit a written
request to the Department within three days of the oral request.
(3)
The request in subsection (c)(2) shall include the:
(A)
Applicant's name;
(B)
Location of the emergency activity;
(C)
Extent of work to be done;
(D)
Anticipated adverse impact on nontidal wetlands; and
(E)
Reason for the emergency.
(4)
The temporary emergency permit may be granted orally or in writing. If oral approval is granted, the Department
shall issue a written emergency permit within three (3) days of the approval.
(5)
If oral approval is not granted, the Department shall issue a written temporary emergency permit within ten (10)
days of the request if the temporary emergency permit is approved by the Department.
(d)
The Department shall provide public notice and opportunity for comment on the issuance of a temporary
emergency permit in a local newspaper of general circulation, not later than 15 days after the issuance of a
permit.
(e)
Upon written request by a permittee, the Department may extend the temporary emergency permit if more time
is required to complete the work authorized or to restore the site.
(f)
The Department may suspend or revoke a temporary emergency permit in conformance with Section 32-237.
(g)
Work performed under a temporary emergency permit shall conform to conditions specified by the Department.
(h)
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A person shall apply for a nontidal wetland permit if:
(1)
The person intends to conduct an additional regulated activity at the site which does not qualify for a temporary
emergency permit;
(2)
A temporary emergency permit is denied;
(3)
Work authorized under a temporary emergency permit is conducted beyond the 90 day period under subsection
(b)(2) without approval from the Department; or
(4)
Mitigation is required under subsection (b)(4).
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-230. - Mitigation for Regulated Activities.
(a)
Exemptions. Mitigation or monetary compensation for nontidal wetland loss is not required for regulated
activities that:
(1)
Are exempted under Sections 32-225 and 32-226, except where specified;
(2)
Do not result in a loss of nontidal wetlands;
(3)
Occur only in the buffer or expanded buffer.
(b)
Requirements.
(1)
A permittee shall take all necessary steps to first avoid adverse impacts and then to minimize impact to nontidal
wetlands. If the permittee demonstrates to the Department's satisfaction that losses of nontidal wetlands are
unavoidable and necessary, the Department shall require the permittee to develop and implement mitigation.
(2)
The Department shall require a permittee, as a condition of the permit, to mitigate or monetarily compensate for
nontidal wetland losses caused by regulated activities not listed as exemptions in Subsection (a).
(3)
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The Department may waive some or all of the off-site mitigation requirements for up to one (1) acre of nontidal
wetland lost for construction of special wastewater disposal facilities in a nontidal wetland on residential
property. The waiver is conditioned upon the applicant siting the special wastewater disposal facility so as to
first avoid and then minimize impacts to nontidal wetlands, and upon performance of on-site mitigation to the
maximum extent practicable.
(4)
The Department may reduce mitigation requirements if the regulated activity provides a significant
environmental benefit of the proposed mitigation project and has a likelihood of success, as determined by the
Department.
(5)
The Department shall require a permittee to develop and submit a mitigation plan for review and approval. The
plan shall be consistent with the following:
(A)
Standards of Section 32-231;
(B)
Plan requirements in Section 32-233; and
(C)
Monitoring and bonding requirements in Section 32-232.
(6)
The Department may accept monetary compensation only if it is determined that creation, restoration or
enhancement of nontidal wetlands is not a feasible alternative. Monetary compensation shall only be accepted
under specific conditions and shall be based on the fee structure guidelines described in Section 32-234.
(7)
The Department may not base a final permit decision on the environmental benefits of a mitigation proposal or
the financial benefits of monetary compensation proposals.
(8)
If the Department denies approval of a mitigation plan and the permittee is aggrieved by the decision, the
permittee may request reconsideration of the denial under the procedures of Section 32-221(b). The Department
may order cessation of the permitted activity or interim stabilization measures, or rescind any other permits or
approvals granted for the subject property, pending resolution of the request for reconsideration of the
Department's decision.
(9)
The Department may approve of mitigation bank sites in consultation with appropriate Federal, State and local
agencies for the purpose of providing mitigation for identified projects. Mitigation bank sites for identified
projects are required to meet the standards of Section 32-231(i) and (j) and the monitoring requirements of
Section 32-232(a). Wetland bank sites will not obligate the County to issue a nontidal wetland permit for a future
project that will cause nontidal wetland loss.
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(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-231. - Mitigation Standards.
(a)
It is the goal of this Ordinance to attain a no net overall loss in nontidal wetland acreage and function, and to
strive for a net resource gain in nontidal wetlands within Prince George's County. Achievement of the goal will
occur through the regulatory components of this Ordinance and other County initiatives which incorporate
nontidal wetland creation, restoration and enhancement projects outside of the regulatory framework.
(b)
Mitigation standards shall be determined in part through the use of acreage replacement ratios. Acreage
replacement ratios are expressed as a relationship between two numbers. The first number shall specify the
acreage of nontidal wetlands to be mitigated, and the second shall specify the acreage of nontidal wetlands lost.
(c)
The Department shall consider the mitigation requirement for replacing the loss of nontidal wetlands to be
fulfilled when:
(1)
The in-kind creation or restoration of nontidal wetlands meets the following replacement ratios:
(A)
Emergent nontidal wetlands 1:1;
(B)
Scrub-shrub nontidal wetlands 2:1;
(C)
Forested nontidal wetlands 2:1;
(D)
Emergent nontidal wetlands designated as Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern 2:1;
(E)
Scrub-shrub nontidal wetlands designated as Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern 3:1; and
(F)
Forested nontidal wetlands designated as Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern 3:1; or
(2)
A minimum in-kind acreage replacement ratio of 1:1 has been met; and lost nontidal wetland functions have
been replaced through additional creation, restoration or enhancement activities; or
(3)
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The Department has determined on an individual basis that enhancement is the only mitigation option, and has
specified mitigation requirements which have been met by the permittee;
(4)
The Department has specified mitigation requirements which have been agreed to and implemented by the
permittee.
(d)
The Department shall consider the mitigation requirements for replacing a loss of farmed nontidal wetlands to be
fulfilled when the following replacement ratios have been met through:
(1)
Enhancement of farmed nontidal wetlands 1:1;
(2)
Creation or restoration of emergent, scrub-shrub, or forested nontidal wetlands 1:1.
(e)
In order for enhancement activities to be acceptable for the replacement of lost nontidal wetland functions, the
permittee may be required to:
(1)
Perform a functional assessment based on site assessment techniques acceptable to the Department: and
(2)
Identify how enhancement activities are to replace lost nontidal wetland functions.
(f)
An enhancement activity may be accepted for replacement of lost nontidal wetland functions when the activity
provides additional protection to, creates or improves the functions of, a nontidal wetland. Activities may
include:
(1)
Enhancement of farmed wetlands;
(2)
Enhancement of degraded nontidal wetlands and buffers;
(3)
Best management practices for agricultural activities;
(4)
Creation of wildlife ponds approved by the Prince George's Soil Conservation District and MDNR;
(5)
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Purchase or preservation of upland buffers adjacent to existing, created, restored or enhanced nontidal wetlands;
(6)
Purchase or preservation of existing nontidal wetlands; and
(7)
Activities consistent with the plans and agreements to create or improve water-fowl habitats in Maryland.
(g)
In determining if enhancement activities will replace lost nontidal wetland acreage and function, the Department
shall consider the:
(1)
Degree to which the enhancement activity replaces the functions of the lost nontidal wetland;
(2)
Benefits of the enhancement activity in rehabilitating or maintaining the nontidal wetland;
(3)
Scope and extent of the enhancement activity;
(4)
Proximity of the enhancement activity to the nontidal wetland lost;
(5)
Technical merits of the enhancement activity and its likelihood of long term success;
(6)
Adverse impact of the enhancement activity on natural resources;
(7)
Relationship of the enhancement activity to ongoing natural resource management activities; and
(8)
Compatibility of the enhancement activity to ongoing natural resource management, if applicable.
(h)
Mitigation projects shall be connected to existing nontidal wetlands, waterways or 100-year floodplains. Projects
may be located on multiple parcels. Projects shall be located according to the following geographic location in
order of preference, unless otherwise determined by the Department:
(1)
On site;
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(2)
Off site, in a location approved under a Comprehensive Watershed management Plan;
(3)
Off site, in a location identified in plans and agreements to create or improve waterfowl habitats in Maryland
and approved by the Department and MDNR.
(4)
Where the Department has determined, in consultation with other Federal, State, County and local agencies, that
regional needs for nontidal wetland functions strongly justify the siting of mitigation projects, and the mitigation
project is located:
(A)
In the watershed where the nontidal wetland loss occurred;
(B)
In the drainage basin where the nontidal wetland loss occurred; or
(C)
Outside the drainage basin where the nontidal wetland loss occurred, preferably within the County.
(i)
Mitigation projects for regulated activities in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area shall be located in the Critical
Area according to Subsection (h)(1)—(3);
(j)
Siting Within Geographic Locations. In selecting sites, a permittee shall pursue mitigation projects on upland
sites which have undergone significant human disturbances. A permittee shall avoid, whenever possible, siting
mitigation projects on:
(1)
Forested lands;
(2)
Lands used for dredge disposal, mine refuse or other purposes where contamination problems may exist; or
(3)
Lands which are existing or potential habitat for plant or animal species:
(A)
Listed as endangered or threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;
(B)
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Listed as endangered or threatened or species listed as in need of conservation by the Department and MDNR;
or
(C)
Considered as a candidate for listing by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or considered to be locally unusual
or rare by the Department and MDNR.
(k)
Project Standards.
(1)
The permittee shall successfully implement the approved mitigation plan within the time period specified by the
Department based on the mitigation plan.
(2)
Created or restored nontidal wetlands shall meet the following plant survival criteria:
(A)
After five (5) years greater than 85 percent of the site shall be vegetated by planted species approved by the
Department or by a species composition agreed to by the Department;
(B)
Allowances shall be made for natural species changes as long as the plant communities are similar to those lost;
and
(C)
After five (5) years, the nontidal wetland shall be dominated by native or adaptive vegetation.
(3)
In the case where a permittee has proposed the use of natural re-vegetation as part of the creation, restoration or
enhancement of the project, greater than 85 percent of the site shall, after five (5) years, be:
(A)
Vegetated by species similar to those that are found in the nontidal wetland area that was lost or by a species
composition agreed to by the Department; and
(B)
Dominated by native or adaptive vegetation.
(4)
In the case where the nontidal wetland was dominated by exotic or nuisance plants, the Department shall accept
out-of-kind mitigation.
(5)
The Department may not approve mitigation plans that include exotic or nuisance plant species.
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(l)
Protection Mechanisms.
(1)
The permittee shall provide mechanisms to assure the protection of created, restored or enhanced nontidal
wetlands in perpetuity. This may be achieved through protection mechanisms, including:
(A)
Deed restrictions;
(B)
Conservation easements;
(C)
Deeding the created, restored or enhanced nontidal wetland to an organization or public agency capable of
protecting the area in perpetuity; or
(D)
Restrictive covenants.
(2)
Any protection mechanism under subsection (1) above shall include the following provisions:
(A)
Language granting the Department, or any successor agency, access to the mitigation site for inspections during
the construction and monitoring period of the mitigation project, if the permittee forfeits a bond and the
Department decides to complete the construction of the mitigation project;
(B)
In the case of an easement agreement, language allowing assignment of a permittee's interest under the easement
agreement to the Department, if the bond is forfeited and the Department decides to complete construction of the
mitigation project;
(C)
An absolute prohibition on the draining, dredging, removal or filling of the created nontidal wetland site; and
(D)
Language that the restriction is perpetual, binding on the grantor's personal representative, heirs, successors and
assigns and runs with the land.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-232. - Monitoring and Bonding.
(a)
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Monitoring of Mitigation Projects.
(1)
The permittee shall submit to the Department annual monitoring reports, on dates to be specified by the Director,
for five (5) years from the completion of the construction of the mitigation project unless the permittee has
received written notice from the Department that the monitoring requirements have been fulfilled in less than
five (5) years.
(2)
Through written notification to the permittee, the Department may extend the required monitoring period for not
more than an additional three (3) year period if the mitigation project fails to comply with Section 32-231(k).
(3)
Annual monitoring reports submitted to the Department shall include the following information:
(A)
A description of how the mitigation project meets the mitigation project standards in Section 32-231(k);
(B)
Photographs of the mitigation project;
(C)
The commercial source of planting stock whenever planting is required;
(D)
A description of any midcourse corrections which have been taken, or need to be taken, to implement the
mitigation plan or a component thereof to meet the standards of Section 32-231(k); and
(E)
An "as-built" site design plan.
(4)
The Department reserves the right to inspect the mitigation project at any time during its construction, during the
required monitoring period, and at any time after that to assess the long term viability of the mitigation project.
(5)
The permittee shall consider monitoring requirements fulfilled only upon receipt of written notice from the
Department.
(b)
Bonding.
(1)
This Subsection does not apply to agencies of any Federal, State, County or Municipal government.
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(2)
Within sixty (60) days of the Department's approval of Phase II of the mitigation plan, a permittee shall file with
the Department a surety bond on a form to be prescribed and furnished by the Department.
(3)
The surety bond shall be payable to the Prince George's County Government and conditioned upon the
successful completion of construction of the mitigation project according to an approved mitigation plan.
(4)
Upon approval by the Director and the County Attorney, the Department may accept one of the following
alternative forms of security:
(A)
A deposit of cash or negotiable bonds of the U.S. Government having a market value equal to the acceptable
bond amount accompanied by a written agreement of the bank to pay the County on demand in the event of
forfeiture;
(B)
A certificate of deposit equal to the required bond issued by a bank in the State of Maryland and accompanied
by a written agreement of the bank to pay the County on demand in the event of forfeiture; or
(C)
An irrevocable letter of credit that is equivalent to the required bond issued by a bank or financial institution
organized or authorized to do business in the State of Maryland that expressly states that the total sum is
guaranteed to be available and payable directly to the County on demand in the event of forfeiture. The
irrevocable letter of credit may not expire until all mitigation and monitoring requirements have been fulfilled to
the Department's satisfaction.
(5)
Upon approval by the Director and the County Attorney, the Department may accept the following alternatives
to posting a surety bond before work is begun under a permit:
(A)
The grant to the Department, in trust, of a deed, by an easement or other interest in upland property owned by
the permittee, that has at least the same monetary value as the selected mitigation site.
(B)
Fulfillment of mitigation requirements before the permitted activity results in a loss of nontidal wetlands.
(C)
The Department shall obtain possession of, and keep in custody; all alternative forms of security deposited by
the permittee under subsection (b)(4)(A) through (C) until authorized for release. All alternative forms of
security may not expire until construction of the mitigation project has been successfully completed pursuant to
the approved mitigation plan, as may be modified under Section 32-233(c).
(6)
3837/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

The amount of the bond shall be set at $20,000 per acre of nontidal wetland mitigation required under the
permit. For permits that will impact less than one (1) acre, but no less than one-quarter acre of nontidal wetlands,
the bond shall be set at $5,000 per one-quarter acre. The permittee may request the Department to reduce the
required bonding amount based on estimated or actual costs of the mitigation project and any other relevant
information. In no event may the amount of security required be less than the total costs of the mitigation
requirements, taking into account the following:
(A)
Number of acres to be mitigated;
(B)
The cost of land in the area of the mitigation site;
(C)
The proposed method of mitigation; and
(D)
Any other relevant factors, including reduction of the bond amount for projects with a high likelihood of
success.
(7)
Liability under the bond shall continue until all mitigation and monitoring work has been successfully
completed, and the work has been accepted as final by the Department.
(8)
A bond or other alternative form of security shall contain a provision that it cannot be canceled by the surety,
bank, or other issuing entity, except after not less than 90 days written notice to the Department and to the
permittee. At least 45 days prior to the cancellation date indicated in the notice, the permittee shall file with the
Department a commitment from a surety, bank, or other issuing entity to provide a substitute bond or other
security which will be effective on the cancellation date in the notice.
(9)
The amount of the bond posted by a permittee may be adjusted by the Department based on the actual costs of
the mitigation design plan or if the cost of future mitigation work changes. The Department shall notify the
permittee of any proposed bond adjustment and provide an opportunity for an informal conference on the
adjustment. A permittee may request reduction of the bond amount upon submission of evidence to the
Department that proves the costs to complete the mitigation plan have been reduced. Such requests shall be
considered as a request for a partial bond release.
(10)
The surety bond shall be fully or partially released to the obligee upon receipt of written notice from the
Department which states that all mitigation requirements have been satisfactorily fulfilled or that a partial release
is appropriate under subsection (b)(9). The written notice for a full bond release shall be sent at the end of the
required five (5) year monitoring period, a lesser monitoring period as described under subsection (a)(1), or the
extended monitoring period as described under subsection (a)(2).
(c)
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Bond Forfeiture.
(1)
The bond or other instrument securing compliance with a permit may be subject to forfeiture upon:
(A)
Revocation of a nontidal wetland permit;
(B)
Failure of the permittee to comply with an administrative order; or
(C)
Failure to comply with any element of the approved mitigation plan and an approved modification.
(2)
The Department shall notify the permittee and the surety or other financial institution in writing, by certified
mail, of its intention to initiate forfeiture proceedings.
(3)
The permittee shall have 30 days from receipt of the notice of forfeiture to show cause why the bond or other
instrument should not be forfeited. If the permittee fails to show cause, the bond or other instrument shall be
forfeited.
(4)
On showing cause, the Department shall provide for a reasonable time for the permittee, surety or other financial
institution, to correct the problem.
(5)
If the permittee fails to show cause, the bond or other instrument shall be forfeited nisi and the Department shall
notify the permittee, surety or other financial institution, of the forfeiture. If a showing of an intention to correct
the problem in compliance with the mitigation project is not submitted to the Department within 30 days from
forfeiture nisi, the bond or other security shall be forfeited absolute.
(d)
To avoid double bonding, the Department shall work with an applicant required to post bond under other
Department programs requiring a bond.
(e)
A permittee may not conduct a regulated activity in a nontidal wetland if the permittee previously forfeited any
bond or alternate security under this Ordinance, unless the permittee repays the Department the cost of
completing the mitigation project in excess of the forfeited bond or alternative security plus interest at the rate
set in the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, Section 11-107(a), Annotated Code of Maryland. If the
mitigation project is still not completed, the permittee shall complete the mitigation project at its expense
according to the approved mitigation plan and any approved modifications
(CB-15-2011)
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Sec. 32-233. - Mitigation Plan.
(a)
Phase I Mitigation Plan.
(1)
A permittee shall submit a Phase I Mitigation Plan as part of the nontidal wetland permit application.
(2)
Phase I Mitigation Plans shall include all of the following information:
(A)
Names, addresses and telephone numbers of the principals associated with project implementation;
(B)
A proposal, if applicable, to use monetary compensation consistent with Section 32-221 to fulfill mitigation
requirements;
(C)
A photograph and description of the type and acreage of the proposed nontidal wetland losses;
(D)
A description of the activity causing the nontidal wetland loss;
(E)
A description of mitigation projects proposed to fulfill the required replacement of nontidal wetland acreage
and/or functions. The description shall include a project location map, showing the geographic relationship
between the area of proposed nontidal wetland loss and the proposed mitigation site or sites; and
(F)
A description of the site selection process and a justification of the selection of the proposed mitigation site
based on Section 32-231(h) and (j);
(G)
A description of the selected protection mechanisms required in Section 32-231(1).
(3)
The Department shall render a decision concerning the acceptability of the Phase I Mitigation Plan as part of the
final permit decision.
(4)
In rendering a decision on the Phase I Mitigation Plan, the Department shall provide guidance to the applicant on
the content, timing and necessity of proceeding with the Phase II Mitigation Plan.
(b)
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Phase II Mitigation Plan.
(1)
A permittee may submit the Phase II Mitigation Plan as part of the permit application.
(2)
Unless otherwise determined by the Department, the Phase II Mitigation Plan shall be submitted within three (3)
months of the Department's final permit determination. The design plan shall include all of the following
information:
(A)
Plan view scaled drawings prepared by a licensed surveyor or engineer that include:
(i)
A vicinity map showing the project location, existing land use and zoning;
(ii)
The location, type and acreage of proposed nontidal wetland mitigation activities;
(iii)
The location of proposed stockpile areas;
(iv)
The location of proposed sediment and erosion control devices;
(v)
The location of all areas to be used to store machinery, equipment or supplies;
(vi)
The proposed source of borrow materials;
(vii)
The proposed location, spacing and type of propagules for each plant species; and
(viii)
Other information pertinent to a Phase II Mitigation Plan as required by the Department;
(B)
Cross section drawing showing existing and proposed final site conditions including grade, elevation and slope;
(C)
Description of how enhancement activities will replace lost nontidal wetland acreage and functions;
(D)
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If applicable, a description of how the enhancement of farmed nontidal wetlands will replace lost nontidal
wetland acreage and function;
(E)
Construction schedule, which includes estimated start and completion dates;
(F)
Hydrology, which includes:
(i)
Estimated elevation of surface and groundwater, as measured from the soil surface, bimonthly from November
to May and monthly from June to October;
(ii)
The source of the water, such as precipitation, surface water, or ground-water, over various seasons of the year;
(iii)
The reliability of the hydrologic sources throughout various seasons of the year; and
(iv)
Relevant precipitation data;
(G)
Substrate conditions, including a description of:
(i)
Existing soil and substrate conditions; and
(ii)
Soil and substrate amendments needed to meet hydric soil characteristics and maintain the specified plant
species;
(H)
Vegetation to be planted, including all of the following:
(i)
The scientific and common name of plant species. All plants shall be native or adaptive to the State;
(ii)
Planting dates for each species according to propagation methods; and
(iii)
Planting stock fertilizer requirements for the entire five (5) year monitoring period;
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(I)
A five (5) year monitoring schedule establishing responsibility for the removal of exotic and nuisance
vegetation, and permanent establishment of the nontidal wetland system and its component parts. The
Department shall encourage the permittee to provide for the long-term maintenance and monitoring of
mitigation sites beyond the required monitoring period;
(J)
A detailed budget of the proposed mitigation project costs, including:
(i)
Land acquisition; and
(ii)
Design, which includes construction, monitoring and maintenance;
(K)
A description of protection mechanisms required in Section 32-231(1).
(3)
The permittee shall present evidence of a legal right to implement the proposed mitigation plan on the selected
site by providing:
(A)
An executed deed conveying title of the selected site to the permittee;
(B)
An executed conservation easement agreement;
(C)
Written evidence of the landowner's consent for use of the selected site;
(D)
A fully executed option agreement, long-term lease agreement, sales contract for the selected site; or
(E)
Other written evidence of a possessor ownership interest in the selected site.
(4)
The Department may waive all or part of the requirements of a Phase II Mitigation Plan.
(5)
The Department may not release a bond or terminate monitoring without receipt of a legally binding deed, longterm lease, or conservation easement on those lands where mitigation will occur.
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(6)
The Department shall render a decision concerning the acceptability of the Phase II Mitigation Plan within 45
days of receipt of a completed plan, unless a final permit decision has not been made. If the Department fails to
notify the applicant within the 45 day period, the plan shall be considered acceptable unless a final permit
decision has not been made.
(c)
Mitigation Plan Modification.
(1)
The Department may require, and a permittee may request, modifications to an approved mitigation plan or
component during construction to ensure compliance with this Ordinance. Modification, substitution, or other
deviations from an approved mitigation plan or component may not be made without approval under this
Section.
(2)
A modification request may be made orally and followed up in writing.
(3)
A written request shall contain the following information:
(A)
The name of the permittee;
(B)
Location of the mitigation project;
(C)
A description of proposed modification; and
(D)
A justification for the modification.
(4)
The Department's decision may be given orally or in writing. The Department shall notify a permittee of its
decision within ten (10) days of a written request. If an oral decision is made, the Department shall confirm its
decision, in writing, within ten (10) days. The Department's decision, whether oral or written, is binding on the
permittee.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-234. - Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund.
(a)
The Department may accept monetary compensation if it determines that mitigation for nontidal wetland loss is
not a feasible alternative. Monetary compensation may not be suitable for the requirement to first avoid adverse
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impacts and then to minimize nontidal wetland losses.
(b)
When a permittee maintains that mitigation is not a feasible alternative based on the requirements of Subsection
(c), the permittee shall propose that the Department accept monetary compensation. A proposal for acceptance
of monetary compensation shall be submitted as part of a Phase I Mitigation Plan.
(c)
Monetary compensation may be accepted under one or more of the following circumstances:
(1)
The size of the nontidal wetland loss is less than one (1) acre;
(2)
In-kind mitigation is technically not feasible; or
(3)
An acceptable mitigation site cannot be located within the County. The permittee shall demonstrate compliance
with Section 32-231, including submission of the following information:
(A)
Number of sites evaluated. A minimum of seven (7) sites is required;
(B)
A map and description of sites rejected;
(C)
Justification of why each site was unsuitable for mitigation; and
(D)
Other information required by the Department;
(4)
The Department recommends use of the compensation fund.
(d)
Monetary compensation proposals may be rejected if the Department determines that:
(1)
Mitigation requirements can be fulfilled on-site; or
(2)
Conditions in Subsection (c) are not fulfilled.
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(e)
The Department shall render decisions on proposals to accept monetary compensation based on subsection (b) as
part of a final permit decision.
(f)
The Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund shall include:
(1)
Monetary compensation paid by a permittee instead of engaging in the creation, restoration or enhancement of
nontidal wetlands;
(2)
Civil or criminal penalties imposed by a court pursuant to Sections 32-236 or 32-237; and
(3)
Other monetary contributions to the fund from other sources.
(g)
Funds in the Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund may only be used for the creation, restoration or
enhancement of nontidal wetlands. This includes the location and acquisition of land, design, construction,
monitoring, maintenance and the development of mitigation plans.
(h)
The Department may base monetary compensation on anticipated costs for development and construction of
mitigation projects, including location and acquisition of land, design, maintenance and monitoring costs. The
Department may use the following to determine costs:
(1)
Land acquisition costs derived from fair market value of the converted nontidal wetland by the permittee, based
on at least two independent appraisals or other evidence
of land value which may be acceptable to the Department;
(2)
Design costs derived from a percentage of construction costs or actual costs for projects similar in size and
complexity that have been completed by other permittees or the Department;
(3)
Construction costs derived on a case by case basis, taking into account the following factors:
(A)
Nontidal wetland type, size and functions;
(B)
Amount of planting, grading and other site preparations; and
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(C)
Costs of similar mitigation projects completed by other permittees or the Department; and
(4)
Monitoring and maintenance costs derived from a percentage of construction costs or actual costs for projects
similar in size and complexity completed by other permittees or the Department.
(i)
Funds credited, and any interest accrued, to the Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund shall remain available
until expended, and may not revert to the General Fund or to the Stormwater Enterprise Fund.
(j)
The Department shall prepare an annual report by the end of the County's fiscal year on the Nontidal Wetland
Compensation Fund that includes an accounting of:
(1)
Financial receipts and expenditures to and from the fund; and
(2)
Mitigation projects completed and in progress.
(k)
The Department shall provide a copy of the annual report to the County Council, MDNR, and make it available
to the general public.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-235. - Expanded Buffer.
(a)
The buffer for nontidal wetlands with adjacent areas containing steep slopes or highly erodible soils shall be
expanded to 100 feet.
(b)
Nontidal Wetlands with Steep Slopes and Highly Erodible Soils.
(1)
The following criteria may be used by the Department in designating nontidal wetlands with steep slopes or
highly erodible soils:
(A)
Slopes immediately adjacent to the nontidal wetlands in excess of 15 percent; or
(B)
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Soils adjacent to a nontidal wetland with an erodibility factor greater than 0.35 as determined by the Prince
George's Soil Conservation District.
(2)
Specific nontidal wetland sites with steep slopes and highly erodible soils identified by the Department shall be
designated by regulation.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-236. - Enforcement.
(a)
Enforcement Authority. The Department shall have the duty and means of enforcing all regulations of this
Ordinance.
(b)
Inspection and Complaints.
(1)
The Department shall conduct an Enforcement Program to assure continuing compliance with this Ordinance.
(2)
The Department shall conduct inspections and file reports for periodic inspections as necessary during the
construction of permitted projects and approved mitigation plans to assure compliance with the permit or the
Letter of Authorization.
(3)
The Department shall perform a final inspection upon completion of the permitted project and mitigation plans
approved by the Department. The final inspection will determine if the completed work has been constructed in
accordance with the permit, the Letter of Authorization, or the approved mitigation plan.
(4)
In addition to all other remedies provided by State or County law, the County Attorney, on behalf of the
Department, may institute injunction, mandamus or other appropriate action.
(c)
Violations and Penalties.
(1)
The Department may revoke a permit for cause including violation of permit conditions, obtaining a permit by
misrepresentation, failing to disclose a relevant or material fact, or a change in conditions. The Department shall
notify the violator, in writing, and provide an opportunity for a hearing.
(2)
The Department may issue a Stop Work Order against any person who, or project that, violates any provision of
this Ordinance, or any regulation, order, or permit under this Ordinance, related to a regulated activity.
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(3)
A person who violates any provision of this Ordinance, or any rule, regulation, order or permit under this
Ordinance is liable for the penalties set forth in subsection (c)(4) below, which may be recovered in a civil action
brought by the Department. Each day a violation continues is a separate violation under this subsection.
(4)
A person who violates any provision of, or fails to perform any duty imposed by, this Ordinance, or by a rule,
regulation, order, or permit under this Ordinance, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, is subject to:
(A)
For a first offense, a fine not to exceed $10,000; or
(B)
For a second offense or subsequent offense, a fine not to exceed $25,000.
(d)
All enforcement fines, fees and bond forfeitures collected will be credited to the Nontidal Wetland
Compensation Fund as described in Section 32-234.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-237. - Permit Suspension and Revocation.
(a)
Grounds for Permit Suspension or Revocation.
(1)
The Department may suspend or revoke a Unified Nontidal Wetland Permit, after written notice to the permittee,
if the Department determines that any of the following has occurred:
(A)
The permittee has failed to post the bond required under Section 32-232(b);
(B)
The permittee has failed to comply with the requirements of an administrative action or order under this
Ordinance or for a violation of this Ordinance;
(C)
The permit application misrepresented or failed to disclose a relevant or material fact;
(D)
The requirements of the permit have been violated;
(E)
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There has been substantial deviation from the plans, specifications or requirements of the permit or the Letter of
Authorization;
(F)
The permittee has prevented a representative of the Department from entering the activity site to make
reasonable inspections; or
(G)
The permittee's rights under the permit have not vested and new information, changes in site conditions, or
amended regulatory requirements necessitate revocation or suspension.
(b)
Written notice.
(1)
Except as provided for under Subsection (d), Emergency Action, the Department may not suspend or revoke a
nontidal wetland permit or Letter of Authorization unless the Department notifies a permittee of the suspension
or revocation by certified mail. The notice shall include:
(A)
The specific facts that warrant the suspension or revocation; and
(B)
An opportunity for the permittee to appeal the action.
(c)
Hearings.
(1)
Upon receipt of written notice to suspend or revoke a permit, the permittee shall have ten (10) days to request a
contested case hearing.
(2)
A hearing under this Subsection shall be conducted according to Section 32-221(c).
(3)
If the Department does not receive a request for a hearing, the permit shall be revoked or suspended.
(d)
Emergency Action.
(1)
The Department may order the immediate suspension or revocation of a permit or Letter of Authorization if the
Department:
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(A)
Finds that public health, safety or welfare requires the emergency action; and
(B)
Promptly gives the permittee written notice of the emergency action.
(2)
A notice of emergency action shall include a statement of:
(A)
The specific facts upon which the emergency action is based; and
(B)
The permittee's opportunity to be heard in accordance with subsection (c).
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-238. - Nontidal Wetland Protection Program Reporting.
(a)
The Department shall submit an annual report to MDNR that evaluates the administration of the program,
coinciding with the State fiscal year. The report shall include the following information:
(1)
Number of permits issued, modified and denied;
(2)
Types of activities;
(3)
Location of activities;
(4)
Number of violations identified plus the number and nature of enforcement actions taken;
(5)
Comments from the regulated community and members of the public, including copies of any written
complaints about the County's administration of the program;
(6)
Acreage totals of nontidal wetland losses by type;
(7)
Mitigation actions, including acreage totals of mitigation projects by type of project;
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(8)
Examples of minimization efforts;
(9)
Number of conditioned exemptions granted and nontidal wetlands lost as a result; and
(10)
A report on the Department's Nontidal Wetland Compensation Fund in accordance with Section 32-234.
(CB-15-2011)
Sec. 32-239. - Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern.
Maps of areas designated as Nontidal Wetlands of Special State Concern shall be maintained by the Department
and MDNR and available for public review. Areas designated in Prince George's County as Nontidal Wetlands
of Special State concern are:
Site Name

U.S.G.S. Quad Name

(1)

Beck Woods

Laurel

(2)

Belt Woods

Lanham

(3)

Beltsville Airport Bog

Laurel

(4)

Beltsville Bottomland Forest

Laurel/Beltsville

(5)

Beltsville Forest and Meadow

Laurel

(6)

Beltsville Seasonal Pond

Laurel

(7)

Buck Lodge Road Bog

Beltsville

(8)

Chews Lake

Bristol

(9)

Fort Ravine

Mount Vernon

(10) Johnson's Gully

Mount Vernon

(11) Huntington Park Woods

Laurel

(12) Magruder Ferry Seep

Lower Marlboro

(13) Mockley Swamp

Mount Vernon

(14) Patuxent Maple Swamp

Bowie

(15) Patuxent W.R.C.

Laurel

(16) Route I-95 Bog

Beltsville

(17) Southwest Branch Bottomland Forest

Lanham/Upper Marlboro

(18) Suitland Bog

Anacostia

(19) Upper Patuxent Marshes Natural Heritage Area Bristol
(20) Watkins Regional Park

Mitchellville

(21) Zekiah Swamp

Brandywine

(CB-15-2011)
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SUBTITLE 33. - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.
Sec. 33-101. - Definitions.
(a)
In this Subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.
(1)
Redevelopment Authority means the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George's County authorized under
Subtitle 15B of the County Code.
(2)
Revenue Authority means the Revenue Authority of Prince George's County authorized under Subtitle 21A of
the County Code.
(Laws 2010, ch. 694)
Sec. 33-102. - Authority.
(a)
The governing body of the County is authorized, by enacting a local law, to merge the:
(1)
Redevelopment Authority;
(2)
Revenue Authority; and
(3)
Any other unit of the County Government the purpose of which relates to economic development in the County.
(b)
An entity resulting from a merger under Subsection (a) of this Section shall have the same powers, duties, and
limitations of the individual merging entitles as provided for under Subtitles 15B and 21A of the County Code,
and any applicable Articles of Incorporation or County laws.
(Laws 2010, ch. 694)
WASHINGTON SUBURBAN TRANSIT DISTRICT.
Sec. 1. - Declaration of legislative policy.
(a)
The development of a transportation system, composed of transit facilities, public highways, and other modes of
transport, is necessary for the orderly growth and development of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties,
for the safety, comfort, and convenience of their citizens and for the economical utilization of public funds. The
provision of the necessary facilities and services cannot be achieved by the unilateral action of the counties and
3853/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

the attainment thereof requires planning and action on a regional basis, conducted cooperatively and on a
continuing basis, between representatives of the counties and the State Roads Commission. Montgomery and
Prince George's Counties are contiguous to the District of Columbia and to portions of Northern Virginia, and
together with these areas form a single metropolitan area. The development of a transportation system adequate
for the needs of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties requires cooperative planning and action with such
adjoining areas. Such planning and action should be conducted in a manner which preserves, to the extent the
necessity for joint action permits, local autonomy over patterns of growth and development. The requisite joint
action may best be achieved through the device of a transit district having the powers, functions and duties
hereinafter set forth in this Subtitle. In the provisions of improved or expanded transit facilities, it is the policy of
this Subtitle to make use of private enterprise to the extent reasonably practicable.
(b)
The General Assembly finds that, due to the interest of the State in transportation facilities in the Washington
Metropolitan Area, and due to the substantial level of State financial support for transportation facilities and
operations provided to the Commission under Sections 10-205 and 10-207 of the Transportation Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland, and the substantial level of support through the Commission to the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, it is in the State's interest to alter the composition of the Washington
Suburban Transit Commission to require that the Governor make certain appointments to the Commission and
that the Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary's designee, and one of the Governor's appointees serve as
the Commission's principal representatives on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of
Directors and that the State's interests are appropriately represented in Commission decisions.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-1; Laws 1992, First Special Session, Ch. 3; Ch. 433 Laws of
Md., 2012; Laws 2018, Ch. 353, 354)
Editor's note— Among the 2018 amendments to this subtitle, Chapters 353 § 3 and 354 § 3 encourages each
signatory of the WMATA Compact to support reform of WMATA's governance structure to improve efficiency,
accountability, and effectiveness of WMATA's performance, oversight, safety, accessibility, environmental
quality, economic development, and quality of life in Maryland and provides the following examples:
(1) reducing the size of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors;
(2) improving the independent investigation and oversight of the Authority;
(3) prohibiting elected officials from serving on the Board of Directors;
(4) removing a Compact signatory's veto authority;
(5) requiring eligibility criteria for Board members, such as possessing qualifications in relevant fields;
(6) providing equitable compensation for each Board member;
(7) enhancing transparency; and
(8) improving stakeholder input, including input from users of the Authority's services.
Sec. 2. - Definitions.
(a)
As used in this Subtitle, the following words and terms shall have the following meanings, unless the context
clearly requires a different meaning:
(1)
Authority means an agency created by interstate compact between Maryland, Virginia, and the District of
Columbia to provide transit facilities and service for the metropolitan area of Washington, D.C.;
(2)
Commission means the Washington Suburban Transit Commission;
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(3)
District means the Washington Suburban Transit District;
(4)
Governing bodies means the County Councils of Montgomery County and Prince George's County;
(5)
Metropolitan area means the metropolitan area of Washington, D.C., as defined in the pamphlet 'Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas,' issued by Executive Office of the President, Bureau of the Budget, 1964;
(6)
State includes the District of Columbia; and
(7)
Transit facilities means all those matters and things utilized in rendering mass transit service by means of rail,
bus, water or air and any other mode of travel, including without limitation, tracks, rights of ways, bridges,
tunnels, subways, rolling stock for rail, motor vehicle, marine and air transportation, stations, terminals and
ports, areas for parking and all equipment, fixtures, buildings and structures and services incidental to or
required in connection with the performance of mass transit service.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-2; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Sec. 3. - Creation of Washington Suburban Transit District.
There is hereby created, as a body corporate and politic, the Washington Suburban Transit District which shall
embrace the counties of Montgomery and Prince George's and the municipal corporations located in said
counties.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-3)
Sec. 4. - Creation of Washington Suburban Transit Commission.
There is hereby created the Washington Suburban Transit Commission, which shall have the powers and duties
granted herein and such additional powers as may hereafter lawfully be conferred upon it pursuant to law, to
manage and control the functions, affairs and property of the corporation.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-4)
Sec. 5. - Members of the Commission.
(a)
(1)
The Commission consists of 7 members.
(2)
(A)
The County Executive of Montgomery County shall appoint 2 members, subject to the confirmation of the
Montgomery County Council.
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(B)
Of these two appointees, one shall be designated by the County Executive to serve as an alternate member of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors.
(3)
(A)
The County Executive of Prince George's County shall appoint 2 members, subject to the confirmation of the
Prince George's County Council.
(B)
Of these two appointees, one shall be designated by the County Executive to serve as an alternate member of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors.
(4)
(A)
The Governor shall appoint 2 members with the advice and consent of the Senate of Maryland.
(B)
One member shall be a resident of Montgomery County and 1 member shall be a resident of Prince George's
County.
(5)
A Commissioner serving as a principal or an alternate member on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority Board of Directors:
(A)
May not hold any elected office in Federal, State, County, or Municipal government at any time during the term
of their appointment to the commission, except as provided in paragraph (7) or (8) of this subsection;
(B)
May not have been employed by the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority for at least 1 year prior to
appointment to the commission;
(C)
Shall have experience in at least one of the following areas:
(i)
transit planning, transportation planning, or land use planning;
(ii)
transit management, transportation management, or other public sector management;
(iii)
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engineering;
(iv)
finance;
(v)
public safety;
(vi)
homeland security;
(vii)
human resources
(viii)
law; or
(ix)
knowledge of the region's transportation issued derived from working on regional transportation issues.
(D)
Except for the Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary's designee shall be a regular passenger and customer
of the bus, rail, or paratransit services of the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority; and
(E)
Shall submit annual reports, to the Governor and County Executives on or before January 31 of each year during
the Commissioner's term of appointment, that apply to the previous calendar year and include:
(i)
the dates of the Commissioner's attendance at Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of
Directors meetings held since submission of the previous report, or the reasons for nonattendance at the
meetings, if any;
(ii)
the dates of the Commissioner's attendance at any other public meetings in the Commissioner's official capacity
as a Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board Member; and
(iii)
an affirmation of the Commissioner's use of the bus, rail, and paratransit services of the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority since submission of the previous report.
(6)
(A)
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The Secretary of Transportation shall be an ex-officio member of the Commission and is entitled to the same
rights of membership as the appointed members.
(B)
The Secretary of Transportation may designate in writing an alternate representative, who shall have the same
rights of membership as the Secretary.
(7)
(A)
At least 1 Commissioner from Prince George's County appointed by the County Executive shall be appointed
from among the members of the Prince George's County Council.
(B)
The other Commissioner may be selected from among the members of the Prince George's County Council or
from qualified residents of Prince George's County.
(8)
The County Executives may designate themselves as 1 of the Commissioners from their respective Counties.
(9)
Each Commissioner serves at the pleasure of the respective appointing official.
(10)
(A)
Commissioners, other than the required member from the Prince George's County Council, serve for a term of 4
years which begins on July 1, and a maximum of two consecutive terms.
(B)
The terms of the Commissioners, other than the required member from the Prince George's County Council,
shall be staggered as required by the terms provided for Commissioners on October 1, 2012.
(C)
The Commissioner required from the Prince George's County Council serves while a member of the County
Council, and at the pleasure of the County Executive and County Council of Prince George's County.
(11)
(A)
Subject to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, Members of the Commission shall serve until their successors
have been appointed and qualified or until the Member is reappointed by the appointing authority.
(B)
A Member's holdover period may not exceed 12 months.
(12)
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The County Executives and the Governor shall inform the Commission of their appointments to and removals
from the Commission by delivering to the Commission a certified copy of the resolution or other action making
the appointment or causing the removal.
(13)
The County Executives and the Governor shall submit to the Secretary of Transportation an annual letter that
establishes the compensation for each Commissioner serving as a principal or alternate member of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors by July 1 of each year, beginning July 1,
2013.
(14)
(A)
The following Commissioners shall serve as the Commission's appointees to be principal members of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors:
(i)
Subject to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, the Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary's Designee, as an
ex officio principal member; and
(ii)
Subject to subparagraph (C) of this paragraph, one of the Commissioners appointed by the Governor under
paragraph (4) of this subsection.
(B)
The Secretary of Transportation's designee under subparagraph (A)(i) of this paragraph:
(i)
Shall be an employee of the Department of Transportation;
(ii)
Shall have experience with and possess qualifications related to transit; and
(iii)
May attend meetings of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors on behalf of the
Secretary only if a scheduling conflict arises.
(C)
The Commission's appointee under subparagraph (A)(ii) of this paragraph may not be succeeded in office by a
Commissioner who is a resident of the same County.
(b)
Each Commissioner, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his office, shall:
(1)
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Take the Constitutional oath of office before the Clerk of the Circuit Court in the County in which he resides and
a record of each oath shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk before whom it was taken; and
(2)
Give bond in the amount and as required by law for a County Commissioner, which bonds shall be executed by
a Surety Company authorized by the State of Maryland to execute such bonds. Upon approval of such bond by
the Commission, the premium for such bond, which shall not exceed one-half of one (1) percent per annum of
the penalty of the bond so executed and approved, shall be paid by the Commission from any funds available
therefor.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870; Laws 1970, Ch. 467, Ch. 526; Laws 1972, Ch. 444; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-5; Laws 1992,
Ch. 22; Laws 1992, First Special Session, Ch. 3; Ch. 433, Laws of Md., 2012; Laws 2018, Ch. 353, 354)
Editor's note— 2018, Chapters 353 § 2 and 354 § 2 authorizes an existing Commissioner of the Washington
Suburban Transit Commission appointed as a principal member of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority Board of Directors to continue to serve as a principal member of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority Board of Directors until the expiration of the Commissioner's current term.
Sec. 6. - Officers of the Commission.
(a)
The respective appointing bodies shall have authority to designate who shall be the chairman and the vicechairman of the Commission, who shall not be from the same county. If the appointing bodies do not designate
such officers, then the Commission may elect the chairman and vice-chairman from among its members. The
county from which the first chairman shall be appointed shall be determined by priority in time as shown on the
official resolution of appointment, or in case of conflict shall be determined by agreement between the two
counties. Thereafter, the office of chairman and vice-chairman shall rotate annually between the two counties,
with each respective appointing body retaining the authority to name the officer from its county.
(b)
The Commission shall also elect a secretary and a treasurer who may or may not be members of the
Commission, as the Commission in its discretion may determine. The offices of secretary and treasurer may be
held by the same person. Subject to the provisions of Section 5(a) and Section 6(a), each officer of the
Commission shall serve for a term of one year and shall be eligible for redesignation or reelection.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-6)
Sec. 7. - Compensation and expenses of the Commissioners.
(a)
Commissioners appointed from Prince George's County other than those who are full-time members of the
governing body of the County, except where compensation for the performance of these duties is prohibited by
law, shall receive fifty dollars ($50.00) per diem compensation for each day in which they attend a meeting or
business of the Commission for which official minutes are kept or for meetings officially authorized by the
Commission; provided that in no event shall a Commissioner receive more than $50 for any day, but every
Commissioner shall be reimbursed for his necessary and proper expenses incurred in the performance of his
duties as a Commissioner separate from the per diem compensation.
(b)
(1)
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Commissioners appointed from Montgomery County shall receive $6,500 per year or, if the Commissioner
serves as a member of an alternate of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, $10,000 per year.
(2)
A Commissioner who is an elected official or a full-time employee of Montgomery County may not receive
compensation for service on the Commission.
(c)
The Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary's designee, may not receive compensation for service as a
principal member of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1966, Ch. 542, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-7; Laws 1985, ch. 784; Laws
2018, Ch. 353, 354)
Sec. 8. - Quorum and action by the Commission.
A majority of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. The affirmative vote of a majority of the Commission
shall be necessary to take any action. A majority for determining a quorum or for taking any action shall include
at least 1 member appointed by each County, 1 member appointed by the Governor, and the Secretary of
Transportation or the Secretary's designee.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-8; Laws 1992, First Special Session, Ch. 3)
Sec. 9. - Meetings of the Commission.
Meetings of the Commission shall be held at such places at such times as the Commission shall from time to
time prescribe. Meetings of the Commission, except executive sessions, shall be open to the public. Public
hearings shall be held upon at least thirty days' notice, said notice to be given by publication in at least one
newspaper printed and published in Montgomery County and one newspaper printed and published in Prince
George's County.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-9)
Sec. 10. - Conflict of interests.
(a)
No Commissioner, nor any other officer, employee, agent or consultant shall have any interest in any person or
company engaged in business of providing public transportation in the district or within the metropolitan area in
which the district is located, or in the manufacture or sale of passenger transportation equipment or facilities.
(b)
No Commissioner nor any agent, officer, employee or consultant thereof, shall contract with the district or be
interested in, either directly or indirectly, any contract with the district or in the sale of any property, either real
or personal, to the district.
(c)
Any violation of this provision shall be a misdemeanor and punished as provided by law.
(d)
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All Commissioners are public officials as defined under the Maryland Public Ethics Law and are subject to the
restrictions and requirements set forth in Title 15 of the State Government Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, as amended and supplemented.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-10; Ch. 433, Laws of Md., 2012)
Sec. 11. - Functions of the Commission.
(a)
Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall:
(1)
Cooperate and participate, in accordance with the processes and procedures hereinafter provided, with an
authority to be created by interstate compact between Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia, in the
formulation by that authority of that portion of its transit plan relating to the transit facilities and services to be
provided within the district and in the revision and amendment thereof from time to time;
(2)
Negotiate with the authority, the Northern Virginia Transportation District and the District of Columbia an
agreement for the allocation among such governments and the district of the costs to be incurred by the authority
in providing transit facilities and service; and
(3)
Provide, in the manner hereinafter set forth, funds to meet the obligations allocated to the district pursuant to
such agreement.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-11)
Sec. 12. - Authorization to enter into contracts with authority.
(a)
The district is authorized to enter into contracts or agreements with the authority pursuant to which the authority
undertakes to provide the transit facilities and services to the district, specified in a mass transit plan adopted by
the authority, in consideration for the undertaking by the district to contribute, such sums as shall be agreed on,
to the capital required for the construction or acquisition of the transit facilities, for debt service requirements
and for meeting expenses and obligations incurred in the operation of the facilities. The district may not enter
into any contracts or agreements with respect to transit facilities and service in either Montgomery or Prince
George's Counties unless the governing body of the affected county adopts a resolution approving the transit
facilities and service proposed to be provided in its county, the terms and provisions of the contract or agreement
and the allocation between the counties of the obligations created by the contract or agreement. The failure of
one of the counties to grant approval does not preclude the district from entering into a contract or agreement for
transit facilities and service to be provided to the other county, if that county grants the required approvals.
Notwithstanding Section 8, the Commission may authorize such a contract or agreement with the unanimous
approval of the 2 Commissioners appointed by the County Executive from the county granting the requisite
approvals, the Commissioner appointed by the Governor from the affected county, and the Secretary of
Transportation, and the 4 Commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the Commission for the purposes of
considering the contract or agreement.
(b)
Repealed by Laws 1968, ch. 727, Sec. 1.
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(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1968, Ch. 727, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-12; Laws 1992, Ch. 22; Laws
1992, First Special Session, Ch. 3)
Sec. 13. - Guarantee by counties of obligations of district.
The obligations imposed on the district by the contracts or agreements provided for in Section 12 shall be
guaranteed by Montgomery and Prince George's Counties in the proportions agreed to in the allocations
approved under Section 12. The guarantee shall be made by resolution of the County Councils of Montgomery
County and Prince George's County and shall be evidenced by the endorsement of the guarantee on the face of
the contract or agreement, signed on behalf of each county by the Secretary or Clerk of the County Council or by
any officer designated by the County Council.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-13; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Sec. 14. - Levy of taxes.
(a)
For the purposes of meeting the liability of the district, if any, under the contracts or agreements provided for in
Section 12, retiring revenue anticipation notes, authorized to be issued by Section 16, and the payment of
interest on the notes, and providing funds for the administrative and other expenses and obligations of the
district, there shall be levied against all the assessable property within the district, by the County Councils of
Montgomery and Prince George's Counties annually, a tax sufficient to meet these obligations and expenses as
they mature or become payable. The tax shall be determined, levied, collected and paid over in the following
manner:
(1)
At least 30 days before the tax levying period of each year, the respective County Council shall certify to the
Commission, by counties, the whole valuation of assessable property within the district. The Commission shall
then determine the amounts necessary to be raised by each county for the ensuing year. The amounts shall be
determined by the allocation of obligations agreed to under Section 12 except that the administrative expenses of
the Commission shall be borne by each county, as set forth in Section 15, after deducting all amounts in hand
available for such purposes. The Commission shall determine the number of cents per $100 necessary for each
county to raise the amounts required and shall certify that amount to both County Councils. The County
Councils in their next annual levy shall levy a tax on all land and improvements and any other property assessed
for county tax purposes within the district. The tax shall be levied and collected as county taxes are levied and
collected, and have the same priority rights, bear the same interest and penalties and in every respect be treated
the same as county taxes. The tax levied for the ensuing year shall be collected by the respective tax collecting
authorities, and every 60 days they shall remit the whole amount of tax collected to the Commission.
(b)
Notwithstanding Subsection (a) of the Section, the County Councils of Montgomery County and Prince George's
County may, in order to satisfy their separate guarantees of the obligations of the district under Section 13, levy
any tax which they are authorized to levy and use any available revenues or funds and may reduce the number of
cents per $100 to be levied against assessable property as certified by the Commission to take into account the
use of the alternative funds.
(c)
Nothing herein shall be deemed to be a limitation on the power of either the County Council of Montgomery
County or of Prince George's County to issue bonds or other obligations, in accordance with applicable
provisions of law, for the purposes set forth in Subsection (a) of this Section or to satisfy their separate
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guarantees of the obligations of the district under Section 13 or to levy taxes to discharge the obligations of any
such bonds or other obligations.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1968, Ch. 727, Sec. 2; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-14; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Editor's note— CR-44-1982 expressed the County's intention to appropriate funds annually to WMATA to meet
all payment requirements agreed to by the County as its share of WMATA's Metrorail budget and debt service
costs of WMATA revenue bond obligations.
Sec. 15. - Administrative expenses of the Commission.
The Commission annually shall submit to the County Councils and County Executives of Montgomery County
and Prince George's County a budget of its requirements for administrative expenses for the next ensuing year.
There shall be included in the budget as an expense of the District, the Maryland share of the expenses of the
Joint Commission to Consider Matters Relating to Passenger Carrier Facilities in the Washington Metropolitan
area, which Joint Commission has been empowered by Joint Resolution of the General Assembly of Maryland to
negotiate an interstate compact between Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia dealing with
transportation. The obligation of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, after budget approval, to
appropriate for the administrative budget of the Commission shall be allocated equally between the Counties.
The budget shall be limited solely to the administrative expenses of the Commission and shall not include any
funds for construction or acquisition of transit facilities or performing of transit service. The respective
governing bodies shall have the right to review and to approve in whole or in part the administrative budget of
the Commission, and the agreement of the governing bodies of both Counties shall be necessary before the
Commission's administrative budget may be reduced.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1970, Ch. 467, Sec. 1; Laws 1972, Ch. 655; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Sec. 16. - Revenue anticipation certificates of indebtedness.
(a)
The Commission may borrow during any fiscal year money on promissory notes, known as revenue anticipation
certificates of indebtedness, to bear interest not exceeding 6% per year, signed by the chairman and the secretary
or treasurer of the Commission, as may be necessary to meet the liability of the district under the contracts or
agreements provided for in Section 12 and to provide funds for the administrative and other expenses and
obligations of the district. The Commission may reissue or renew its revenue anticipation certificates of
indebtedness at the same or a greater rate of interest not exceeding 6% per year. Money borrowed within any
fiscal year under this Subsection shall be repaid during the next succeeding fiscal year from the proceeds of its
tax and other revenues received by the Commission during the next succeeding fiscal year. The notes shall be
guaranteed as to payment of principal and interest by the County Councils of Montgomery County and Prince
George's County, which guarantee shall be endorsed on each of the notes. The guarantee shall be made by
resolution of the County Councils of Montgomery County and Prince George's County and shall be evidenced
by the endorsement of the guarantee on each of the notes. The endorsement shall be signed on behalf of each
county by the County Executive or by any officer designated by the County Executive. In the event of any
liability under the above guarantee, the liability for each county shall be in the proportion agreed to in the
allocations approved under Section 12; except, any notes issued to provide funds for administrative expenses of
the Commission shall be borne by each of the counties upon the basis of population, as set forth in Section 15.
(b)
The notes authorized by this Section, and the interest payable thereon, shall be and remain forever exempt from
all State, County and Municipal taxation in the State of Maryland.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1970, Ch. 467, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-16; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
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Sec. 17. - Additional powers and duties of the district.
(a)
Without in any manner limiting or restricting the general powers created by this Subtitle, the district shall have
power:
(1)
To adopt and have a common seal and to alter the same at pleasure;
(2)
To sue and be sued;
(3)
To make rules and regulations for the conduct of its business;
(4)
Subject to the provisions of Section 12(a) hereof and subject to the review and approval in whole or in part by
the respective governing bodies of the counties, to make and enter into all contracts or agreements as the
Commission may determine which are necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties and to the
execution of the powers granted under this Subtitle.
(5)
To accept loans and grants of money or materials or property at any time from the United States of America or
the State of Maryland or any agency or instrumentality thereof;
(6)
In the name of the district, and on its behalf, to acquire, hold and dispose of its contract or other revenues;
(7)
To exercise any power usually possessed by private corporations, including the right to expend, solely from
funds provided under the authority of this Subtitle, such funds as may be considered by the Commission to be
advisable or necessary in the performance of its duties and functions;
(8)
To employ engineers, attorneys, other professional experts and consultants, and general and clerical employees
as are necessary, and to prescribe their powers and duties and fix their compensation. The Commission may not
establish any merit, retirement or pension systems, but the County Councils of Montgomery County and Prince
George's County may, subject to appropriate agreements with the Commission, include employees of the district
in the retirement or pension system of either county, as may be agreed upon;
(9)
To do and perform any acts and things authorized by this Subtitle under, through, or by means of its own
officers, agents and employees, or by contracts with any persons; and
(10)
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To execute any and all instruments and do and perform any and all acts or things necessary, convenient or
desirable for the purposes of the district or to carry out the powers expressly given in this Subtitle.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-17; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Sec. 18. - Planning process and procedure.
(a)
In performing the duties imposed upon it by Section 11(a)(1) of this Subtitle, the Commission shall use its best
efforts to assure that the mass transit plan adopted by the authority shall be coordinated with:
(1)
Other plans and programs affecting transportation in the district, in order to achieve a balanced system of
transportation utilizing each mode to its best advantage; and
(2)
The general development plans for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties and for all cities and towns
located in such counties exercising planning powers.
(b)
Coordination of planning shall be achieved, as follows:
(1)
It shall be the duty and responsibility of each member of the Commission to serve as the liaison between the
Commission, the county by which he was appointed and the cities and towns located therein and those members
of the Commission who are also members of the authority shall provide liaison between the Commission and the
authority to the end that the Commission, the counties, cities and towns embraced within the district and such
authority, shall be continuously, comprehensively, and mutually advised of plans, policies and actions requiring
consideration in the planning for transit and in the development of planned transit facilities;
(2)
Cooperate with and participate in any continuous, comprehensive, transportation planning process cooperatively
established by the Maryland State Highway Administration and the counties and cities embraced within the
district to meet the planning standards prescribed by the Federal-Aid Highway Acts;
(3)
To the extent not inconsistent with or in duplication of the planning process specified in paragraph (2) of this
Subsection, cooperate with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Maryland State
Planning Department, the National Capital Regional Planning Council, the Washington Metropolitan Council of
Governments, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Commission and the Maryland State Highway
Administration. Such cooperation shall include the creation, as necessary, of technical committees composed of
personnel concerned with planning and collection and analysis of data relative to decision-making in the
transportation planning process; and
(4)
Any provision herein to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall comply with the provisions of Acts
of General Assembly 1959, Chapter 780, Section 67, with respect to the referral to the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission of the projects therein specified.
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(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-18; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Editor's note— CR-49-1981 recommended that WMATA adopt the Metro "E" Route (Greenbelt Line) with
certain modifications.
CR-111-1983 reaffirmed the Council's approval of the "E" Route general plans as recommended in CR-49-1981.
In CR-134-1983 the Council determined the Metrorail "F" Route should be built along the Branch Avenue
alignment.
Sec. 18A. - Six-year programs.
(a)
Prior to October 1st of each calendar year, the Commission shall prepare and submit to each county governing
body a six-year capital improvements program. The capital improvements program shall include a statement of
the objectives of the capital programs and relationship of these programs to the county's adopted long-range
development plans; shall recommend capital projects and a construction schedule; and shall provide an estimate
of cost and a statement of all funding sources. The capital improvements program shall include all programmed
land and major equipment acquisition, construction, and development.
(b)
Each county governing body shall, on or before adoption of its annual budget and appropriations resolution,
adopt the six-year capital improvements program. Such adoption shall occur only after public hearings thereon
which may be conducted in conjunction with public hearings on their own and other agencies' six-year programs
or capital budgets. In its adoption, the county governing body may make such amendments, revisions, or
modifications as it may determine. Any such amendment, revision or modification shall not become final until
submission to the Commission for written comment on at least thirty days' notice.
(c)
The capital budget of the Commission for the succeeding fiscal year shall include such projects so as to be in full
conformity with that part of the capital program adopted for the first of the six-year program. No such capital
project shall be undertaken, in whole or in part, which is not in conformity with that part of the program
applicable to that year unless the same shall be amended by the county governing body on its own initiative or at
the request of the Commission and after public hearing upon reasonable notice to the public.
(d)
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, no action taken by any county governing body, and no failure
of any county governing body to take any action, with respect to any capital improvements program or capital
budget of the Commission shall affect or impair any obligation for a commitment of the Commission or any
county arising out of any present or future contract or agreement between the Commission, either of such
counties and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority for financing the construction or operation of
any transit facilities.
(Laws 1970, Ch. 163, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-18A)
Sec. 19. - Records and reports.
(a)
The Commission shall keep and preserve complete and accurate accounts and records of all monies received and
disbursed by it and of all of its business and operations and of all property and funds owned or managed by it or
under its control.
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(b)
On or before the first day of December in each year, the Commission shall make an annual report of the
activities of the district for the preceding fiscal year to the County Councils and County Executives of
Montgomery County and Prince George's County. The report shall include a complete operating and financial
statement covering the operations of the district during the year. The Commission shall cause an audit to be
made of the books and accounts of the district at least once each year by certified public accountants. The cost of
the audit shall be treated as an item of administrative expense.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1970, Ch. 467, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-19; Laws 1992, Ch. 22)
Sec. 20. - Tax exemption.
The exercise of the powers granted by this Subtitle is in all respects for the benefit of the people of the State of
Maryland and of the district and is a public purpose and the district and the Commission will be performing an
essential governmental function in the exercise of the powers conferred by this act. Accordingly, the district
shall not be required to pay taxes or assessments upon any property acquired by it or under its jurisdiction,
control, possession or supervision or upon its activities or upon any revenues therefrom and the property and the
income derived therefrom shall be exempt from all State, County and local taxation.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-20)
Sec. 21. - Enlargement of and withdrawal from district.
(a)
The geographical area embraced within the district may be enlarged to include any additional county, or part
thereof, upon such terms and conditions, consistent with the provisions of this Subtitle, as may be agreed upon
by the Commission and such additional county and in conformance with the following procedures. The
governing body of the county desiring to be included in the district shall adopt an ordinance or resolution, as
may be appropriate, specifying the area of the county to be included and a statement that a contract or agreement
between the county and the district, specifying the terms and conditions of admittance to the district has been
executed. The ordinance or resolution to which shall be attached a certified copy of said contract shall be filed
with the Commission. Upon such filing the district shall thereupon be enlarged to embrace the county or the
portion thereof specified in the contract.
(b)
A county may withdraw from the district by resolution or ordinance, as may be appropriate, adopted by majority
vote of the governing body thereof. The withdrawal of any county shall not be effective until the resolution or
ordinance of withdrawal is filed with the Commission. The withdrawal from the district of any county shall not
relieve such county from the obligation of any guarantee made by such county with respect to contracts,
agreements, notes, certificate of indebtedness or other obligations of the district nor from the obligation to levy
taxes and pay over to the district the proceeds therefrom for the purposes and in the manner set forth in Section
14 of this Subtitle.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-21)
Sec. 22. - Commission and district are not municipalities.
The term "municipal corporation" in Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland does not embrace or include
the Commission or the district. The Commission and the district cannot be classified in any group of municipal
corporations as required by said Article XI-E and that Article has no application to the Commission or to the
district.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-22)
3868/3869

4/25/22, 4:26 PM

Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Sec. 23. - Subtitle liberally construed.
This Subtitle, by necessity for the welfare of the State and its inhabitants, shall be liberally construed to effect
the purposes thereof.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-23)
Sec. 24. - Repeal of inconsistent laws.
All laws or parts of laws inconsistent with or contrary to the provisions of this Subtitle are repealed to the extent
of such inconsistency.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-24)
Sec. 25. - Severability.
If any part or parts, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Subtitle or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance, is for any reason declared unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this Subtitle which shall remain in force as if such Subtitle had been passed
with the unconstitutional part or parts, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or such applications thereto
eliminated; and the general assembly hereby declares that it would have passed this Subtitle if such
unconstitutional part or parts, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase had not been included herein or if
such application had not been made.
(Laws 1965, Ch. 870, Sec. 1; Laws 1963, Sec. 83A-25)
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