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Telecommunications Transmission Facility Coordinating Committee (TTFCC)
February 2, 2007
INTRODUCTION


This bulletin is intended to provide information on recent new requirements and policy changes to carrier representatives.  The information in the bulletin will provide additional guidance to the TTFCC application and review process.  The bulletin was prepared, reviewed and approved by the TTFCC members.  Additional bulletins will be prepared throughout the year as requirements, policy changes and additional information needs to be conveyed.
TTFCC RECONVENED JANUARY 23, 2007

Council Resolution CR-88-2006 that temporarily suspended the TTFCC this past fall, ended on January 16, 2007.  The 30 day review period for the TTFCC Master Plan by the County Council ended at the same time.  The County Council did not approve, disapprove or comment on the TTFCC Plan within the time period allowed.  As a result, the 2006-2007 TTFCC Master Plan is now in effect.

The first TTFCC meeting of the year was held on Tuesday, January 23rd. Future meetings will occur at 2 pm on the third Wednesday of every month at MNCP&PC’s Board Room, Suite 4085, County Administration Building, 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772.  
TTFCC MASTER PLAN REQUIREMENTS


Council Bill CB-2-2006, amended the TTFCC procedures effective October 1, 2006. The bill requires that any new proposed site must be identified on the Master Plan before approval can be granted by the TTFCC for the new telecommunication transmission facility.
NOTIFICATION OF ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS & COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER FOR NEW TOWERS & MONOPOLES


Effective immediately, applicants for all new towers and monopoles will be required to notify the County Council member of the District where the proposed site is 
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to be located. Also, as a previous requirement, adjacent residential property owners need to be notified.  Documentation should include a copy of the notice and evidence that the letters were sent via certified mail.  Proof of notification must be provided prior to TTFCC consideration.
POSSIBLE LEGISLATION IN 2007

It is anticipated that the County Council and/or the County will propose legislation related to the TTFCC this year. The TTFCC welcomes any suggestions and comments.  Possible legislation includes:
· Clarifying the limits on antenna heights above ground;
· Minimizing the impact of new monopoles or towers in residential zones;
· Allowing the use of chimneys for antenna attachment; 
· Requiring developers of new residential subdivisions to provide a plan for the deployment of wireless services in and  around their subdivision;
· Reassessing the current TTFCC fees; 
· Requiring of site plan review for new facilities at building permit stage; and
· Precluding speculative monopole and tower construction.
EQUIPMENT SCREENING

Future applications with equipment areas must show how the equipment area is screened with 100% opacity screening.  Plastic slats are not acceptable.  In cases where the entire compound is not enclosed by a board-on-board fence, the equipment for the proposed new antennas must be screened by board-on-board fences providing 100% opacity.  It is not necessary to show a board-on-board fence around the entire compound.   The application will not be accepted for Monthly Meeting unless the plans are compliant.
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) DETERMINATION &

COMPLIANCE WITH THE COUNTY’S AVIATION POLICY AREA REGULATIONS


The applicant is responsible for providing copies of the FAA filing notice and the FAA determination when one is required. Also the applicant needs to assure compliance with the County’s Aviation Policy Area Regulations.  The FAA has a “No Notice Required Tool” on their web site, https://www.oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaaEXT/portal.jsp, 

that can be used as general guidance whether a FAA filing is necessary.  
The County’s Aviation Policy Area Regulations also apply to monopoles and towers. Council Bill CB-51-2002 established land use controls around each of the local airports 
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in the County: Potomac Airport, Washington Executive Airpark, Freeway Airport and College Park Airport. The regulations are available at the MNCPPC Web site: 

http://www.mncppc.org/cpd/AirportStudy.html.  
IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES
TTFCC Monthly Meeting………………..The third Wednesday of every month, 2:00PM

TTFCC Application Submittal………Three weeks prior to the TTFCC Monthly Meeting

(Copies of the signed applications and plans and disk must be submitted to the Facility Coordinator within 24 hours of the submittal to the Permits Office)
Cases Accepted for the Monthly Agenda…..
The Wednesday before the TTFCC Monthly Meeting

TTFCC Coordinators Recommendations….. The Friday before the TTFCC Monthly Meeting

The Monthly Agenda Distribution…………The Friday before the TTFCC Monthly Meeting

TTFCC Annual Report………………………Spring of each year

Carrier’s Facility Location Plan……………August 1st of each year

TTFCC Master Plan Submittal to the County Council……October 1st of each year

TTFCC Members: Stan Wildesen, TTFCC Chair, Department of Environmental Resources; Robert Hunnicutt, Facilities Coordinator, Columbia Telecommunications Corp.; Paivi Spoon, Office of the County Executive; Nate Archey, Office of Information Technology & Communications; Brian Winterwerp, Department of Public Works & Transportation; Debbie Gallagher, Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission; Clarence Moseley, Department of Environmental Resources; Carol Watson, Columbia Telecommunications Corp.; Vacant, Office of Central Services.
Approved and Issued: February 2, 2007
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