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FY2003 HIGHLIGHTS 
 
� The Litigation Division continues to successfully defend the County’s interest in a variety of Courts.  

Highlights include: more than a dozen motions to dismiss or for summary judgment in cases that could have 
resulted in significant losses to the County; six jury verdicts in favor of the County and its employees; over 
$500,000 in judgment and attorney fees were reversed; a Court ruling that the County was not subject to 
punitive damages and eliminated a $10,000 award; and successfully defended the County against a number of 
injunctions. 

� Provided representation before the Washington Council of Governments and the Department of Homeland 
Security in the coordination of regional mutual aid. 

� Assisted in the drafting of legislation relating to the National Harbor Development Districts and National 
Harbor Special Taxing Districts, and authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds relating to this project. 

� Advised County Police Department officials regarding several reviews and assisted in revisions to policies 
designed to sharpen supervisory review and reduce misconduct allegations. 

 
FY2004 OVERVIEW 
 
The Office of Law’s FY2004 budget is slightly below the previous fiscal year.  An evaluation of staffing 
assignments allowed for the elimination of one full-time position as its function was transferred to another agency.  
Fringe Benefits was the only category that increased in FY2004, due to cost increases for health insurance and 
pension contributions. 
 
Training funds will support continuing education for attorneys as well as intensive trial training opportunities. 
 
A member of the agency's support staff will continue to assist the Board of Ethics in reviewing complaints and 
rendering decisions in a timely fashion. 
 
Legal services provided to County agencies as well as semi-autonomous entities such as the Housing Authority 
continue to be partially reimbursed through recoveries, thus offsetting budgeted costs. 
 
An attorney from the Office of Law will assist the Police Reform Group with its review of the County’s Police 
Department. 
 
 














