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Environment ENVIROMNMENT

Prince George's County, Maryland

It's Flood Awareness Month in Prince George's County

For Immediate Release: 6/10/2015 12:00 AM
Contact: Lauren A. Kinard, Public Information Specialist, Department of the Environment, (301) 883-5957
Know if your home or business is in a flood zone and the best way to protect it

Largo, Maryland — The Prince George’s County Department of the Environment (DoE) wants every resident and
business owner in the County to be “flood smart” and know the importance of preparing for a flood before the
waters start to rise.

Flooding is the nation’s #1 natural disaster and it can happen at any time and anywhere. During Flood Awareness
Month in June, DoE is working to raise awareness of flood risks and what County residents can do to protect their
homes, families and businesses if flooding occurs. DoE’s Be FloodSmart poster provides information on what
causes flooding, how to make a flood plan and how to purchase flood insurance.

“We’re encouraging everyone to be aware of flood hazards no matter where they live or work in the County. To
support these efforts, DoE will host a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Map Open House.
This event will provide County residents and business owners the opportunity to discuss updated flood maps with
County and FEMA representatives, and learn if they live or work in a flood zone. In addition to the Open House,
there are many resources available to County residents that provide information on flooding and flood insurance,”
commented Department of the Environment Director Adam Ortiz.

The FEMA Flood Map Open House will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2015 from 6-8 PM at 1801
McCormick Drive, suite 140 in Largo. More information is available by contacting Dawn Hawkins-Nixon at
(301) 883-5839 or Mike Colgan (301) 883-5944. FEMA also offers flood awareness tips and information at
www.ready.gov/floods. To learn more about flood insurance options and premium discounts available to Prince
George’s County residents, visit www.floodsmart.gov.

June also marks the beginning of “hurricane season,” a six-month period that includes tropical storms, violent winds
and heavy rains. These severe weather conditions can cause flooding, threaten lives, and damage property and
structures. Levees located throughout the Anacostia Watershed reduce the risk of flooding; however, it is important
for County residents to know if they live behind a levee, understand associated risks and prepare accordingly.

The Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Map for Prince George’s County detail flooding risks
throughout the County, and identify areas subject to flooding behind levees and along coastal lines. To view the
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study and map, please click here. Additional information about levees is available in a comprehensive booklet titled,
S0, You Live Behind a Levee!

For more information, contact County Click 3-1-1.
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